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CONTAINING  THE 

FOUR  EVANGELISTS. 

T  HE  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Sc  riptures  is  Jo  necejfary  to  make  us 
wife  unto  fafaathn,  tbro*  faith  inCbriftJefus,  that  it 
ought  to  have  an  uppemofil  place  in  oiir  daily  thoughts  and 
defires ,  and  in  all  oar  aims  at  keeping  up  vital  religion  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  and  clofet'i  and  in  the  whole  of  our  ccmerjathn  in  the  world . 
And  as  the  facred  biftory,  contained  in  the  four  evangeli/ls ,  re¬ 
lating  to  tbi  birth,  life,-  difeourfes  and  propers,  miracles ,  death 
and  Tvftttre£lion,cf the  great  Redeemer ,  carries  the  highejl  rsidencc 
of  the  truth  and  excellence  of  the  Chriflian  religion;  and  as  it 
leads  us  to  the  foundation  of  all  the  doctrines  of  the  gpjpel  which 
were  afterwards  more  fully  revealed ;  it  is  of  great  importance  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  thefe  parts  of  the  oracles  of  God .  I  have 
therefore  Jet  them  tn  as  plain ,  pratlicdl,  and  evangelical  a  light 
as  l  can  ;  and  have  neither  rejufed ,  nor  confined  niyfelf  to,  helps 
of  ancient  or  modern  date,  while  my  grand  dependence  has  keen 
on  afjiflances  from  above  ;  nor  have  1  defigaedly  Jlipt  ever  any 
thing  that  I  take  to  be  the  truth  of  the  gofpel ,  cr  given  a  wrong 
turn  to  Jb  much  as  one  paffdge  in  the  whole,  either  from  a  defire 
of  pleafing,  or  a  fear  of  offending,  much  lefs  from  cm  inclination 
to  difoblige,  any  party  of  men  whaljbever. 

Though  feme  inconveniences  attend  the  farapbraflh  way  of 
interpretation ,  there  are  advantages  in  it  that  amply  make  amends 
for  them  t  The  true  connexion  may  therein  be  mod  eafily  dif covered, 
and  falfe  conjlruCtioris  detected ;  and  the  explained  text  may  be 
read  in  a  regular  feries,  in  much  lefs  time  than  mofl  of  the  admi¬ 
rable  expofilions  which  abound  antengfl  us  ;  they  are  generally  too 
long  for  any  confiderable  number  of  verfes ,  with  their  explication , 
to  be  read  at  once,  in  the  ordinary  caurfe  of perfonal  or  facial  devo¬ 
tion ,  even  on  the  Lard's  day . 

In  this  Paraphrafe,  I  have  endeavoured  to  comprife  all  the  fenfes 
that feem  probable  to  me ,  and,  msflly ,  to  keep  vp  the  order  of  the 

J  a  fever  at 


PREFACE. 

feveral  parts  of  the  text  itfelf;  and  the  whole  ii  difpofed  in  fucb  a 
manner , as  may  at  once  anfioer  the  defign  of  a  Commentary  and 
Annotations,  with  practical,  and  fanetimes  critical  enlargements, 
in  a  continued  thread  of  djfcourfe ,  without  any  other  breaks  than 
of  the  chapters  and  verfes  then  fives.  For  this  purpofe  /  home 
drawn  as  much  as  /  could  into  the  paraphrefe ,  to  fave. notes,  be - 
caufc  they  are  feldam  turned  to  by  the  bulk' of  common  Cbriftians , 
and  cannot  be  fo  well  read  out  to  company  in  due  connection :  And 
where  Notes  Jeemed  mcejfary  to  fupport  / he  given  fenfe ,  or  to  add 
things  that  could  not  be  brought  into  the  parapbraftic  j form  with¬ 
out  making  it  too  tedious ,  /  have  laboured  to  render  them  intelli¬ 
gible ,  not  only  to  the  learned,  but  iikewtje  to  the  EngHih  reader , 
for  whofe  benefit  the  whole  of  this  work  is  tbiefiy  intended. 

When  the  fame  things,  for  fubftanee ,  are  recited  in  two  or 
more  ef  the  evangelijls,  I  have  attempted  to  reconcile  feemng  con¬ 
tradictions  ;  and,  as  often  as  it  appeared  to  be  of  any  great  mo¬ 
ment,  to  adjufi  the  harmony :  And  inftead,  of  tranferibingfrom  a 
firmer  gofpel  when  the  fame  things  occur  rn  another,  I  have  taken 
feme  pains  to  alter  the  phrdfes ,  and  to  fet  the  fame  thoughts  in 
different  views,  and  with  various  enlargements;  for  this,  under 
the  Spirit’s  guidance  and  influence,  may  be  mere  likely  to  ftrike  the 
mind,  and  to  afford  profitable  and  delightful  entertainment,  than 
if  juft  the  fame  ideas  were  to  be  repeated,  and  reprefented  in  the 
fame  turn  of  exprejfton.  -  Tbcfe  parallel  places  are  often  to  be found 
in  Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke :  But  the  great  eft  part  of  John 
is  in  a  manner  a  gtfpel  by  itjelf,  containing  new  particulars  re¬ 
lating  to  the  fame  grand  fubjecl..  And,  as  this  divine  hiftcrian 
wrote  la  ft,  he  not  only  fupplies  what  the  others  bad  omitted  ;  but 
the  gofpel-difpsnfation  being  then  further  advanced,  and  feveral 
errors  broached  in  opprfition  to  it,  /  cannot  help  objerving,  that 
he  recites  more  of  the  evangelical  parts  of  John  tne  Baptifr/  tefti- 
tnony,  and  of  our  hLJfed  Lord’s  difeourfes  and  prayers,  and  exhi - 
bites  things  of  that  nature  in  a  ftronger  light,  than  they  bad  done 
who  wrote  before  him.  And,  with  a  view  eorrefpondcnt  to  this, 
I  have  ventured  to  break  fo  far  in  upon  the  ft ritteft  rules  of  para- 
pbrafe,  as  foretimes  to  infirt  paffages  from  the  A£ts  and  the  E  • 
piftles,  thd  they  were  written  after  the  days  of  Chri'jt’s  miniftry 
on  earthy  that  I  might  take  the  advantage  of  New  Tcftament 
light  when  it  catne  to  jhine  with  brighter  glory  ;  and  might  ex¬ 
plain,  things  in  the  language  of  the  Hmy  Qbcft,  by  whom  all  ferip- 
fure  was  infpired,  tbo*  fome  of  tbofe  things  were  not  fo  well  un- 
derftood  in  their  full  evidence  and  extent  when  they  were  fir  ft  de¬ 
livered  : 


PREFACE.  vii 

Uvered :  Andy  for  the  like  reafim ,  7  have  given  an  interpretation 
if  fucb  things  as  our  hi:  fed  herd  did  not  think  proper  at  that  time 
to  explain ;  and,  to  enliven  the  readings  have  often  anticipated  bis 
own  explication  <f  parables .  See  the  note  on  Mat.  xiii.  3, 

Every  one  who  hath  any  acquaintance  with  the  Greek,  lan¬ 
guage  knows  y  that  fevered  particles ,  (fucb  as  *«,  it,  and  «>■,)  in 
profane  as  well  as  facred  writers ,  are  of  divers  acceptations,  the 
determinate  fenfe  of  which  is  to  he  learnt  from  the  coherence  of  the 
difctaafe.  'Thus  *«  and  h  are  often  put  promifcuoufly  one  for  the 
other y  as  appears  by  comparing  the  fame  dificurfes  in  different 
gfpels.  K«t  is  frequently  ufed  for  but,  yea,  cyen,  yet,  &t .  as 
well  as  and ;  <r>  for  and,  then,  yet,  &c.  as  well  as  but ;  and 
«  for  then,  now,  &c.  as  well  as  therefore  :  And  all  tbefe  are 
fsmtimes  particles  if  tranfition  ;  and  at  others  expletives ,  (as 
o;h™,  it  came  to  pafs,  alfo  is .)  See  Blackwell’*  Sacred  Claf- 
jicks,  Vol.  i;  p.  143.  &c.  and  Whitby’*  notes  on  John  xvii,  1 1 , 
&  Rom.  yi.  1 1 .  7  therefore  give  fucb  a  fenfe  of  tbefe  fmali  words 
as  I  apprehend  may  befl  preferoe  the  connexion  ;  and  when  there 
is  any  departure  from  our  tranflation,  the  Greek  is  ufualty  infer  tedy 
as  it  likewife  is  in  other  inflanceSy  that  it  may  be  in  fie  ad  of  netesy 
for  men  of  letters  to  fee  the  wordy  and  fudge  about  its  force :  And 
when  the  connexion  would  be  rather  dijhtrbedy  than  improved,  by 
giving  the forementioned  and fucb  like  particles  anyplace  in  our  idi - 
cm,  7  look  upon  them  as  pleonaflic,  and  leave  them  out .  And  tbo* 
behold,  may  fometimes  be  allowed  to  be  expletive  ;  yet  it  feems 
to  me ,  that  it  ts  mofl  frequently  ufed for  emphafis  fake ,  and  to  a- 
waken  attention ;  accordingly  l  have  mofl  commonly  given  it  a  cafl 
of  that  kind . 

Several  Greek  wordSy  and  citations  of  other paffages  efferip* 
turcy  and  references  to  notes,  are ,  to  fave  room,  inclofed  in  pa¬ 
rent  hefes  in  the  body  of  the  paraphrafe ;  and  fo  they  may  be  eafily 
pajfedover  in  reading ,  and confulted  at  leifwre  as  occafions  require, 
/spreading  to  a  famuyy  it  may  be  befl  to  omit  them  but  in  retire~ 
meat,  every  one  may  take  the  method  that  pleafes  him  mofl. 

As  to  what  l  call  Recolle&ions,  becaufe  they  fitm  up  in  a  pa¬ 
thetic  and  practical  flrain  the  principal  things  contained  in  the 
chapter ,  they  are  generally  longer  or  fborter  ui  fame  proportion  to 
the  variety  and  importance  of  the  preceding  contents ;  and  7  hope 
the  parts  referred  to  may  be  eafily  difeerned ,  though  they  are  not 
recetlebled  exaftly  according  to  the  order  in  which  things  are  laid 
down  in  the  feveral  chapters ,  but  are  forted  together  in  fitch  :i 
manner  as  feemed  mofl  convenient  for  a  fbort  and  moving  difesurje. 
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And  when,  in  fecret  or  family  exerdfcs  of  religion,  there  may not 
be  time  enough  for  going  through  the  parapbrafe ,  the  recollections 
at  a  medium  m.sy  be  read  in  tivo  or  three  minutes ,  and  the  longejl 
of  them  in  four  at  mod;  and  may  be  of  good  ufo,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  for  exciting  pious  ajjYflims  after  reading  the  chapter  itje/f, 
and  may  throw  fane  light  upon  it.  But  1  hope  frequent  opportuni¬ 
ties,  ejpecially  in  the  ckfet,  maybe  found  toga  through  a  middling 
chapter ,  with  the  parapbrafe  and  rccdlecbom,  which  may  be  dip 
patched  in  lefs  time  than  a  fermon  of  common  length :  And  T  would 
beg  ledfo  to  point  out  the  ijords-day  evenings,  as  proper  fated 
feajbns,  for  this  way  of  reading  the  ward  of  God  in  Chrijlian  fa¬ 
milies ,  that  they  may  he  led  into  a  familiar  and  impreffrae  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  bis  mind  and  will  therein,  and  t/jat  the  chil¬ 
dren  if  the  houfebold  may  be  brought  up  in-  the  nurture  and  admo¬ 
nition  of  the  Lord. 

\  havi;  long  wifbed  for.  a  work  of  tins  nature  to  be  undertaken 
by  jbtne  better  hand;  but  hearing  of  no  fucb  dejtgn  Being  on  foot  by 
any  one  what  fever,  /  was  perfaaded  by. feveral  friends,  artd  be¬ 
gan  to  fet  About  it,  at  ieifore  moments,  in  its  prefont  form,  as  Gcd 
might  enable  me,  fever at  years  ago :  And  I  trujl  it  has  net  been 
altogether  without  fucb  divine  ajfifiances  as  have  given  me  great 
fleafitre,  and  feme  religious  improvement ,  in  composing  it. 

Ano  iii  n\fwy  friends,  wbofe  favour  f  own  with  gratitude 
have  far  exceeded  my  expectations  in  fo  readily  encouraging  this 
fereice  of  their  own  accord;  /  would  hope  it^nay  be  a  token  for 
good,  that  God  will  own  it  with  fome  degree  of  ufefxdnefs,  for 
fpreading  the  favour  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrijl,  where  it  comes , 
noiwit  bj)  anding  all  the  defeats,  which  i  am  fenfble  mafi  be  many, 
that  attend  it. 

I  kav  e  fo  much  exceeded  the  profxfed  number  of  jbeels ,  that, 
for  the  Ixjokfdler’j  fake,  feveral  things  tmtfi  be  left  out  that  were 
dc/igned  for  the  preface;  And  therefore  I  jball  only  add,  that  as, 
if  I  know  myfelf,  l  have  uprightly  intended  this  labour  for  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  great  Lard  of  all,  and  for  the  good  of  the  prejent  and  ri - 
pig  generations »  without  any  fmifier  views,  I  now  humbly  fay  it 
at  bis  feet,  looking  up  to  him  for  a  blejftng  upon  it,  that  Jptrituel 
.fruit  may  abound  to  the  account  of  many,  and  that  it  may  turn  to 
my.  own  falvation ,  through  their  prayers ,  and  the  fappty  of  the 
fpirit  of  Jefus  Chrijl. 
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difeipitiy  u,— 1 3. ;  and  th ru  ft  the  dfajlks 
*H  &1  ether*  <4.  Hi  yiudf  fAra  /brr  /t 
prtaat  the  gtfpeij  i  aodafiodf  i<- 

ft  itfrav,  i9>  ao*  pi  Ji4* 


A  PR  AC- 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  C 

Evangelift  MATTHEW, 

In'  the  form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


CHAP.  I. 

CbriJF s  linragt  from  Abraham  by  Jofepb,  1,-17.  ITif  conception 

and  birth ,  18,-25. 


Tut. 

Tub  book  of 
the  gtam- 
uon  of  Jefiia 
GhriA,  the  Son 
ofDeriAtbcStm 
AhjabaoH 


Paraphrase. 

AS  the  Old Teftament  begins  with  an  account  d£ 
.  the  creation  of  this  world  j  to  it  is  proper  to 
"  Introduce  the  Nra>  Teftament  with-  a  narrative 
of  the  genealogy  and  birth  of  Jefus  Chrift,  according  to 
the  flcu,  in  the  line  of  f  Jofepb  his  reputed  father ;  by 
which  it  appears,  that  the  great  Head  and  Author  of  a 
yet  more  glorious  and  abiding  creation  was  the  legal  feed 
‘  of  David,  who  fhoilld  ,6t  on  bis  Father’s  throne,  (Luke  i( 
32.) ;  and  of  Abraham,  in  ’whom  all  nations  were  to,  be 

blejfed  *, 


f  This  genealogy  is  given  in  the  line  of  not  eaGly  be  removed,  they  rather  afleft  the 
yojiph,  bcetofe  Chnft  was  born  of  the  vir*.  Jrwfi  ubU,,  thtn  any  point  of  our  faith  t 
gin  AUry  in  lawful  wedlock  with  him ;  ac-  For  the  mngelirts  herein  only  aft  the  pare 
eordinriy  the  Jtvn  void  moldy  accounted  of  hiftoriuis,  fetriag  down  the  genealogies 
and  caQed  him  Jofcph'%  foav  And  wit  was  as  they  fl<wd  in  ihoie  public  and  allowed  re- 
r  rule  with  them  to  reckon  genealogies  by  cords  j  and  therefore  they  were  to  take  t hens 
the  family  of  the  father  ;  (b  this  account  *  u  they  found  them.  Nor  was  it  needful  that 
of  Chrift** pedigree,  by  TO epbr  from  Abta*  they  Jhould  be  Infpored  u>  corr&tl  (he  ml* 
hw  and  DmnSt  was  ■  ftffidettt  proof  of  ftakts*  if  there  were  any  ;  for  theft  accounts 
his  defeeut  from  them  by  his  mother^  too,  fcfficiemly  anfwer  the  end  for  which  they 
beeanfe  and  Mtry  really  were  of  the  arc  recited,  as  they  unquestionably  prose 
lame  tribe  and  family,  asappearsby  thdr  the  grand  point  in  view,  viz*  That  Chrift 
going  \o  the  feme  city  of  D#vid$  Vb.  Bttb-  is  of  the  family  from  whence  the  ptomi&d 
Ubtnt,  to  be  taxed,  lulfc  ii.  4,  j,  And  the  feed  was  to  Ipring ;  And  they  had  men 
genealogy  is  his  mother'*  line  is  alio  given  weight  with  the  Jfutt  for  this  purpofc,  than 
by  she  CTangtUft  Zafcr,  chap*  in*  Sec  the  if  any  alterations  had  been  made  by  Inipi- 
nobes  there.  ration  iriclf  \  for  fueh  alterations  would  ou- 

Bot  it  would  cany  US  beyond  the  nature  ly  have  introduced  tndlrft  diTpntca  between 
and  compefs  of.  my  ddTign  to  enter  Into  all  tnem  andthcdiftiples  of  our  Lord,  to  no  ad* 
the  particular  dWicnlttes  which  attend  thefe  vantage.  It  was  therefore  highly  prudent  in 
feverallyt  and  as  compared  with  each  other*  the  fimd  writers,  to  avoid  all  foeftfi  qt*- 
The  enemies  of  Christianity  have  ftaned  and  JH*rs  and  gt*tal6£int  &c.  far  they  art  vnpn* 
urged  them  ;  and  many  learned  men  hove  ftahfc  and  vaje.  Tit.  Hi.  p.:  And  for  the  like 
libonrtd  with  good  fucctfi  in  accounting  rufontfitbccomcsa^tOAroiUcapttoothiqoi* 
for  thrm.  Bat  if  there  vat  any  that  could  ric*  about  thenf;.- 


VoU  L 


Fv  I* 


f  A 


•  AS 


The  Evartgcbji  Matthew  farapbrafed.  Ch.  u 


«  Abraham  be- 
gttltto,  and  I* 
Utr  liegat  Jacob, 
and  Jacob  bent 
Judas  and  luc 

breihicHi 

l  And  Judas 
begat  Pharos  and 
Zm  ofThimar, 
and  Pham  begat 
Efrem,  and  ■£- 
from  begat  A- 


(Gen.  ixii.  iB.);  and  Co  his  lineage  Hands  In 
the  following  order. 

2  Abraham  was  the  father  of  Ifaac,  rind  IJaac  of  Jacob, 
and  Jacob  of  Judas  and  his  brethren. 


3  Judas  had  Pbares,  and  Zara,  by  Tbamar  or  Ta¬ 
mar  i  Phares  was  the  father  of  Ezrom,  and  Ezrom  of 
Aram. 


^  And  A nw  be-  4  Aram  was  the  father  of  Aatinadab,  and  Amitiadeh 

£££?&£  of  «“*  of 

Kwflun,  andVia- 
atfon  begat  Sal- 


tDOft*  | 

'  5  And  Salmon  £  Srilmon  fud  Bocz  bjRacbab  or  Rahab,  and  Booz  had 

KSdS^t  0hed  b?  Rulb*  *nd  0bed  wa>  **  fether  of 

gatObcdofRath, 
and  Obed  beat 

6  And  jede  £  jejfe  rhe  father  of  king  David,  and  king  Da¬ 
ting.  «unD«!d  vtd  °f  Salomon  by  Bathjbeba,  who  had  been  the  wtfe  of 

the  ling  begat  So-  U rias* 
lomoo  of  her  ibof 
bad  toe  tbt  vtift 
of  Vria*. 


f  And  Solo-  ~  Solomon  was  the  Either  of  Jtoboam  or  Rtbobaam,  and 
£oin,b!ud  Ro-  Raboam  of  Abia,  and  Abia  of  Afa. 

boam  begat  Abu, 
and  Abia  begat 
Afiu 

■**!  8  Afa  was  the  father  of  Jofapbat  or  J^hofaphat^  and 

Jofaphat  of  Joram  or  Jtboram,  and  from  t  faam  was 

ram,  and  jonm  lineally  defeended  Qziat  or  Uzziab* 
begit  Oaiu, 


$  Ad^OuuIx* 
gal  JoaihaD,  and 


9 


Ozias  was  the  father  dl  joatlam  or  fotbam,  and 

Joatbam 


MOTES- 


*  At  this  evasgt fi/7  wrete  particularly  for  tht&t  tfter  fcvcral  generations  were  called 
the  u&  of  the  Jews*  be  curie*  his  geuodo-  the  /w,  that fimli  ijfa?  ftm  tot,  wtkk  be 
ry  00  further  back  than  to  Ba-uid  and  Abrs-  finuld  (t&.  -grata.  y„)  And.exthtr  the 
to*  /  for  thU  fiif&cfeftlly  aafwercd  his  cud,  three  ibove-meoiiwied  ptrfani  were  not 
which  ms  to  prove,  that,  according  to  the  found  in  the  public  geoealogiw  of  the 
fcnpturet  of  UK  GWTdUtfieat’  and  their  king*  of  Judah ;  nr  ihcevangeliflt,  defignutg 
own  expectations,  thrift  defeended  from  both  for  memory  s  fake  to  Cift  .ChrilPs  aaceftort 
theje  eminent  men.  into  three  Tourteens,  might  tbufe  to  omit  the 

Ajrffi,  Tflw/fe,  and  A&azUhi  were  in-  flj&prjng  of  the  def«ftab)c* JtbaHaB  bi  the 
terqnedUrc  dr  fern  cUnts  between  JVienwr  and  third  general  ion ;  Jhc  having  been  the  daugh- 
I'zruA  But  it  ww  nfaaJ  with  tbe  7c&*  u>  ter  of  jfhabt  and  wife;  and  having 

/peak  of  remote  poftcrhy,  wb*£6tKuhy  their  introduced  Abab\  idolatry  io tp  the  family  of 
atKtilors ; .  accordingly  the  progeny  of  Davw\  a  Kings  \\\i,  i3,lp* 

i  Amorg 


Ch.  i.  The  Ebangelijl  Matthew  faraphrcjkd.  3 

jotihMht^A.  Joaibam  oi  Acbaz  or  Abaz,  and  Acbaz  of  Ezekuu  or 

10  Art!  £zc-  10  Eztktas  was  the  father  of  Manajjist  aad  Manafftt  . 
kkibemVomr*  0f  jfa&ty  and  Amm  of  JcJuu- 

iest  and  Muo£  '  *  J  * 


ftc  begat  Amoo» 
ud  Aaon  facn c 
Jofiu* 

ir  Aid  jsfiu  11  JoJias  vu  the  lather  of  Jecboniaj  or  JebAacbim 
hrpi  iecMu&  and  his  brethren,  ahoot  the  time  that  the  Jews  were 
Lone  th*  tfate  they  «rncsd  into  captivity  in  Babylon . 

were  csnmd  i* 


way  to  Babylon* 

t*  And  after 
tbey  were  brought 
to  Babylon,  Jc- 
chonlu  begat  S*- 
hthiel,  and  Sait* 
thklbegu  Zoro 
babel* 

13  ' And  Zoro- 
babel  befit  A* 
ttud,  ajidAbood 
begat  Etiakim,  8c 
Eiiakin  h^gttA* 


12  And  after  they  were  carried  captive  into  Babylon, 
Jetbonias  had  Salatbiel,  who  was  the  father  of  Zero- 
habtl. 


ij  Zanbabel  was  the  lather  of  Abiud,  and  Abiud  of  E- 
Bakimt  and  Eliaiim  of  Azor.  ■ 


ior. 


n  Art  Acer 
bezit  Sadne,  and 
Sam  bmt  A* 
ttfm/aodAduni 
begit  Eliud. 
t*  An i.  EU* 


irt  begitEkaur, 
andEfeaxarbqgit 
Mattban,  &Hat- 


than  begat  Jacob. 

x6  And  Jacob 
bent  Jrtcpn  the 
husband  Of  Ma¬ 


ry,  of  whom  wai 
born  Tdiiit  who 
U  catted  Quill* 


14  Azor  was  the  father  of  Sadoc,  and  Sadoc  of  Ackim, 
and  Acbim  of  Eliud. 

15  Eliud  was  the  hither  of  Eleazor,  and  Eleazor  of 
Mattban,  and  Mattban  of  Jacob* 


16  And  Jacob  was  the  lather  of  Jofeph,  who  was  the 
hulbandof  Mary,  the  mother  of  our  Lord,  Jifeph  having 
been  lawfully  married  to  her  before  the  time  of  her  deli¬ 
very;  and  the  child,  which  flic  brought  forth,  was,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  admonition  of  the  angel  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned,  (vcr.  ai*)  called  Jefui ;  he  being  that  Saviour, 
who  is  properly  ftyled  the  MeJJiab,  or  the  Cbrift ;  the  firlt 
of  which  in  the  Hebrew,  and  the  lafi  in  the  Greek,  figni- 
fies  the  anointed,  becaufc  God  anointed  him  to  his  office 


NOTE. 


17  Ac- 


(  Among  tbe  mceftor*  of  Chri 0,  In  the  born,  Gt*.  nxyHL  17^-30*  And  perhaps 
dire £t  fisc  of  deftem,  Avert  Other*  nt  na~  to  lhew  that  tbe  Batytomfi  captivity  made  no. 
med.  Judah**  brethren  aiT  mentioned  with  alteration  in  the  htereft  that  the  fever*  1  ft* 
him,  (ior.  **)  to  encourage  the  faith  and  mitie*  of  the  tribe  of  jfy^hrtlo  our  Lord* 
hope  of  the  other  tribe*  defended  from  tbe  brethren  of  Jtchffas  arc  mentioned  with 
them,  that  though  they  were  not,  ftriftly  him, 

fpcaJuDg,  our  Lord’*  anoeftor* ;  yet  be  was  We  may  tikewift  obfisrw,  that  among  the 
bom  a  Saviour  10  them,  as  well  as  to  thole  of  anctftari  of  oar  Saviour,  there  are  only  four 
the  tribe  of  Jui&k.  Anri  for  a  like  reribit,  women  recorded.  Two  of  ihcfc  were 
Zjtv  of  Hamer,  a  twin- brother  of  ItyjffJ*  tila  ;  Jtd£o£,  vbo  was  a  Cuncwttft^  and  % 
is  memiooed  iriltkhira,  (rer.  3.}  though  tbe  harlot ;  and  Sh tir  who  was  a  MoeHufst 
birth -right  frij  to  Pfurth  he  hetng  the  fitiU  (rer*  s*)  t  ***  give  an  ewly  imuration,  that 
p.  t*  A  a  Chrilt1* 


4  The  Eitangelifi  Matthew  pantpbrafed.  Chap,  u 

17  S»  all  the  1 1  According  to  this  genealogy  of  the  blefled  Jefus* 
A^am'to^D^  d**  defeentu  are  caft  into  f  three,  fourteen*,  which  ran 
VU,  a*v  fourteen  through  the  three  famous  periods  of  the  rifingy  tht  pro- 
gcnCT^joAj :  and  Jpcrouty  and  the  declining  ftatcof  the  JrwiJb  church  and 
S«BMiTyl»gn,a*  naI‘on :  The  firft  fourteen  were  under  the  government 
wav  into  Baint-  of  patriarchs*  prophets*  and  judges*  from  Abraban  to 
bo,  art  fourteen  David;  the  fecund*  under  lungs*  from  David  to  the 
ftoatbecnrylnj  Babyhnifi)  captivity  >  and  the  thud,  under  captains  and 
away  into  Baby-  priefts*  from  the  captivity  to  the  birth  of  Chrift*-incIu-» 
Ion  twin  Chritt,  (jjng  h5m  as  one  of  the  left  fourteen. 
wnriwT  >8  Now,  as  to  the :  conception  and  birth  of  Jefus 

'  t»  Now  the  Chrift*  the  following  things  are  very  remarkable*  After 
’"r  l'*8' m other  Maryt  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Jewty 

Wht^a  hia  contra£ted  with  Jo/fpb  hy  folemn  promifes  before 
mother  Mary*  a  witnefs*  that,  God  willing*  they  would  marry  one  ano- 
r^T’rtr  toJ0'  ther  in  proper  time,  fhe  appeared  to  be  with  child} 
eunctogwhUn*  which*  in  faff*  was  by  a  miratulous  operation  of  the 
wu  found  with,  Holy  Ghoft,  before  ever  they  were  a&ually  married*  or 
Gboft  * theHoly  came  together  as  man  and  wife}  but  was  after  the  con¬ 
tra  £1*  to  five  her  character  from  reproach. 

19  Then  Jo-  19  Hereupon  Jofephy  her  efpoufed  hufband,  not 
lowing  how  this  came  to  pa6,  was  greatly  perplexed} 
amjnoiv min^io  for  he  was  a  holy  good  man,  who  durft  not  marry  an 
nake  her  a  pu-  adulterdi,  and  yet  was  not  willing  to  expofe  her  to  open 
bSoS  wfpwhcr  ^amc  and  danger  of  being  pm  to  death  whom  be  fo 
w*Ypm$r-  tenderly  loved,  and  always  believed  to  be  a  virtuous 
young  woman :  He  therefore  thought  it  beft  to  break 
off  the  comra&j  in  as  filcnt  a  manner  as  poffihle,  with¬ 
out  giving  his  reafon  for  it, 

io  Jot  while  *  ao  ®ut  wbilft  he  Was  contriving  this  matter  in  his 
he  thqpgbt  ob  mind,  a  furprifing  and  feafonable  occurrence  prevented 
tiw*  an  an8cl  *be  evidently  appeared  in  a 

***'  fuper* 


NOTES, 

'Q|rift*s  fSTvwioii  (braid  extend  to  the  Grs*  fa  mean t  JtiMkim,  the  Grit-bora  of  Jofies  *■ 
hits  j  end  th«  there  could  be  no  juft  objec*  end  thtt  the  ytafaeuv  motioned  (ver*  n.) 
boo  to  this,  face  GtntHn  were  among  the  was  yrf» dfaft  ibo,  who  bent 
tmtritan  from  whom  be  fpraug.  The  ocher  while  he  was  fa  Jb&riM  :  And  io  this  Je- 
two  women  taken  itorirc  of  were  Tbajnert  ebonies.  being  taken  into  die  tccouot  of  the 
(w,  3.)  and  Uriah**  wife,  (ver.  o.);  who  fall  feries,  makes  it  exactly  fourteen.  Bet  if 
qreie  both  adulfereflcs,  and  Icem  to  be  par-  any  fbwrid  not  be  fully  fattrited  with  this 
ticufariy  mentioned  in  dmll’i  pedigree,,  to  fplutton,  Dr  tells  ui,  that  h  ms  a 

(hew  bow  deep  an  humiliation  he  lubmkted  cuftom,  yea  almou  an  axiom,  m  the  JJrw ijk 
to,  and  how  near  he  came  to  the  Bkemfi  *f  ichooU,  to  deduct  things  and  no m hen  to  the 
Jiaful  fidfi  wlihoot  boTDg  dcfikil  by  it ;  and  Ttfy  feme  when  they  were  near  alike ;  And 
to  (he  w  what  riches  of  grace  the  chief  of  flu-  he  recites  fcveral  examples  of  it,  See  Jffofyj 
ners  may  hope  to  obtain  through  frith  in  and  Ljghtfeofs  /far*  Heir, 
him,  who  derived  hss  humsn  nature  Irom  '  -tfnder  the  law  of  Moles,  a  virgin  be- 
fbmoihai  had  been  cxctoliog  rile.  tnkhed  was  oiled  the  wile  of  him  to  whom 

.  t  *be  foregoing  lift  of  names,  one  (he  was  dpau&d;  and  was  to  be  fluted  to 
fcpfflt  to  he  wanting  to  eotifilnc  the  tbrrd  death,  if  flic  voluntarily  ky  with  another 
fourteen,  Tn  anfuer  M  this,  l)r  l»as  11153,  axil  13,  44,  ; 

fcen n  ai  lar^c,  that  by  (m/n.) 


%  Thr 


tbc  Lont  appear¬ 
ed  onto  him  in 


Cb.  i.  .  ff£r  Evangels/}.  yiATrm.vr  f  arapbrafcd.  5 

luU,tl»mgdof  fupematural  dream,  (which  was  one  way  of  God’s  re- 
scaling  his  mind  to  the  ancients,)  and  fpake  to  him  after 
this  maimer  :  Jofeph*  thou,  defeendent  of  David  from 
whom  the  McShtVis  to  derive  "his  birth,  be  no  longer 
afraid  to  \nwMary  for  thy  married  wife,  nor  to  take  her 
home  10  thine  houfe$  for  Jhe  .has  not  been  guilty  of 
adultery,  as  thou  art  apt  to  fufpefl,  but  the. child  (lie  has 
conceived  is  begotten  inher,  not  after  a  carnal  manner, 

'  but  by  the  immediate  miraculous  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

11  And  when  (he  has  gone  her  fill)  time,  ihs  (hall 
be  delivered  of  a  foil ;  and  thou,  as  his  legal  father, 
(halt  give  him  the  name  Jefus :  For  he  Ihall  be  indeed 
the  Saviour,  who  is  to  rife  up  in  the  family  of  David; 
and,  according  to  his  nlrne,  (hall  fave  bis  people,  not 
in  their  fins,  out  (hall  deliver  them  from  all.  their  ini¬ 
quities,  by  the  facrifice  ofhimfelf,  and  by  the  power 
of  his  Spirit  that  (hall  attend- his  word..' 

21  Now  all  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  did  herein,  was  de- 
figned  to  be,  as  it  really  was,  an  en&  and  literal  accom- 
pUlhment  of  that  remarkable  4  predi£fcion,  which  God 

oftheLordby  the  fnafce  by  the  mouth  of  the  prophet  Jfaiah ,  (chap.  vii.  14.) 
prophet,  ujlng, 

23  “  Behold  with  admiration,  faith  and  jov !  a  vir¬ 
gin,  one  who  never  knew  man,  {hall  he  with  child,  and 
Ihall' bring  forth  afon,  whofe  name  ihall  be  called  Ema- 
nee/,  which,  in  the  Hebrew  language,  Signifies  Gad 
•with  vs.  This  name  (hall  exprefs  what  he  really  is, 
viz.  The  Son  of  God,  who,-  being  in  this  wonderful 
way  united  witb  the  fon  of  man,  Ihall  be  in  very  truth 
bom  God  and  man,  to  appear  in  the  world  amon£  men, 
and  to  aft  the  pan  of  a  mediator  of  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  God  ana  them." 

24  Upon  this  vifion  and  admonition  of  the  angel, 
Jofepb  awoke  out  of  Deep,  and,  beinj;  fully  latisfied  in 
bis  own  mind  that  this  was  a  revelation  from  God,  he 


•  dM»,  .fcyiog, 

Jofeph  (hot)  r<Hl 
«fD»td,fevoot 
to  take  onto  thee 
Mvt  thy  wife; 
farms  which  is 
conceived  In  her, 
if  of  the  HoEy 
Ghoft, 

ot  And  ftie 
{ball  bring  forth 
a  fon>  in id  thma 
Bull  call  hisnaicc 
Jribs;  Dor  be  Qull 
five  his  people 
from  thru* 


11  (Nov  all  this 
va  done*  that  h 
mi^htbe  fulfilled 
wludb  wufpokeo 


13  BeholJ,a  vir¬ 
gin  (hall  be  with 
child,  end  faU 
bring  forth  lion, 
and  they  (halt  call 
his  o*me  Emm- 
Had,  (which  be* 
ingintapnEcd.U 
God  with  111} 


44  Then  Jo- 
ftp t  bring  ruled 
from  deep,  dad  is 

teddm  joyfully  haflencd  to  CoJemnize  his  marriage  with  Afizty* 
him,  and  took  and  took  her  home  as  his  wife*  in  teftiinony  of  his  faith 
him  bu  therein*  and  of  his  ready  obedience  to  the  divine  com- 
ntand* 

25  And  lb  £tri£t  was  his  regard  to  what  had  been 
told  him  by  the  angel,  that  he  cautioully  abfUined  from 
performing  the  marriage-duty  toward  her,  according  to 
the  law  (Kxod*  xxh.io*),  tin  (lie  was  delivered  of  her 
firft-bornFSon»  as  the  feripture  ftyles  the  firft  male  birth, 

whether 

NOTE, 

|  The  «vange!ift  A TettLtw*.  accommodating  his  gvfpd  to  the  7nrj,  dWdges  the  OlJ 
Tdhmcnt^xophccks,  and  takes  notice  of  their  aecompldluntat  in  Cbrift4  mure  frequently 


unto 


15  And  knew 
her  act  till  (be 
bad  brought  h>nh 
her 


thw  any  of  the  other  tvasgclUU* 


A  3 


t  HiC 
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^oreHT-botTifon;  whether  the  mother  has  afterwards  any  other  child  or 
not :  And  Jofeph,  according  to  the  angel's  order,  called 
his  name  Jejits,  who  was  in  dignity,  and  in  a  fpiritval 
Ceufe,  tbe  JirJi-bom  among  many  brethren. 


*nd  he  called  hi* 
r  Jefiw, 


RECOLLECTIONS.  x 

How  convincing  is  the  evidence  that  our  Jcftis  is  the  true  Mcftnh,  the  Son  of 
God,  and  the  Son  of  Man,  in  w^pm  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Tcftamcnt,  and 
the  promifcs  made  to  Abraham  and  Davtd,  were  fulfilled ;  that  as  there  were 
periods  oF  all  charadm  among  his  anceftors,  toGentiles  as  well  as  Jews*  high 
and  low,  males  and  females*  may  look  to  him  and  befeved ;  and  tbat  there  is 
fttration  for  the  worft  of  ibners  through  frith  in  Mm !  BWfled  be  God,  the  joy¬ 
ful  day  has  ftiooe  upon  our  world,  in  which  t9  9/  a  Child  was  horn ,  and  to  us  a 
Son  was  given,  wboft  name  is  IVonder/ut,  Counfellor ,  the  mighty  Godt  The  ever- 
tailing  lather*  ana  the  Prince  of  peace*  How  miraculous  was  his  conception 
by  the  immediate  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft !  how  honourably  teftified  by  an  ex¬ 
press  from  heaven  1  and  with  what  admirable  wifdom  was  it  conduced  to  a  le¬ 
gitimate  birth,  in  ftich  a  manner  as  efleAuaUy  took  of  all  ftifpicrou  of  human  in* 
nuence  toward  it,  aud  all  reproach  to  the  virpin-inotbcr  and  her  Son  !---How 
fcafonabiy  doth  God  appear  for  the  direction  of  He  people  in  tbeirgreatrft  ftraits ! 
and  what  a  lovely  view  does  Jofepb'z  temper  and  conduct  give  us  of  a  good  man, 
wbofe  piety  towards  God,  fidelity  to  his  engagements  with  others,  and  tender- 
nets  of  thetr  reputation*  fliould  ever  go  hand  ui  baud  ? 


CHAP*  IL 

Tie  wife-mens  coming  to  worjbtp  Ghriji  in  hit  infancy,  r, — 9.  HerodV 
rageagainft  him,  and  the  care  God  took  qf  him,  10, — 23* 


T  t  x  T, 

NOW  when 
Jefus  was 
born  in  Bcthfc* 
hem  of  Judes,  in 
the  days  of  We* 
rod  the  king,  be¬ 
hold,  there  came 
wife  nten  from 
the  call  to  JcfU* 
fatem, 

Spying,  Where 
js  be  that  h  born 
kingof  the  Jews  ? 
for  we  have  freu 
hiiftviiithseaft, 
and 


Paraphrase. 

MOW  foon  after  Chrtft  was  born  in  an  obfeure  city 
’  of  Judea,  called  Bethlehem,  iirthe  days  of  Herod, 
the  Great,  who  at  that  time  was  king  of  Judea ;  be¬ 
hold,  certain  men  of  wifdbm  and  learning  efpecially 
in  their  obfervations  of  the  fan,  moon,  and  ftars,  came 
to  JerufaUm ,  from  a  country  that  lay  eaft  of  Judea. 

2  And  they  inquired  after  the  place  where  the  infant 
was  to  be  found,  who,  they  were  well  fatisfied  in  their 
own  minds,  was  lately  bom  to  be  king  of  the  Jewt : 
For  while  they  were  in  their  own  country,  they  had  feen  f 
an  extraordinary  appearance  of  a  ftar,  beyond  all  they 
had  ever  feen  before;  and,  as  it  hung  like  a  coinet  over 
Judea,  they  concluded  it  was  the  iignal  of  a  great  king’s 
being  born  in  that  land  *.  And  under  this  apprehen- 

fion 


notes. 

.  ^  *®nl  properly  fignifcs  Ma-  f.  tVlnKYW  luminnqs  body  this  war,  it 
gdmt  ip  a  bad  fen  ft,  and  fo  the  Icrblure  had  the  appearance  of  a  far,  nikt  was  form* 
frequently  ufeg  it :  Hut  it  wu  eotnmaafy  u-  $d  aod  conducted,  by  the  divine  power  on 
ken,  amonjr  the  cittern  nations,  for  any  wife  this  fptcbl  creation, 
fmrn^  whether  pricks  or  philofuphert,  and  *  ITicy  were  probably  perfumfed  of  thji 
ei^cully  frr  tilituioipcrt ;  and  the  peiTons  by  a  divine  imprrilion  upon  Uttir  uimh, 
hesm  aKutioucd  were  prabsbl)  and  bj  ib*  goiwxal  expedatbn  at  that  time 
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and  tre  come  to 
worihlp  him* 

JUPbcn  He- 
ibr  king  had 
beard  tWfimttig i, 
be  wif  troubled, 
sod  all  Jtru&lm 
wkb  hua- 


. 

be  kT  a 


when 


all  the  chief  priefi* 
and  Icrihu  of  die 
people  together, 
he  demanded  of 
thcmvhercGkttft 
JhouLt  be  born, 

5  And  they 
faid  unite  Mm,  To 
Bethlehem  of  Ju¬ 
dea:  for  thus  it » 
written  by  the 
prophet; 

6  'And  titan 
Bethlehem  ta  the 
l  jnd  of  Jude,  ait 
ml  the  Inft  a- 
mong  the  princes 
of  Juda:  for  out 
of  thee  thall  come 
a  Governor  that 
fledi  rale  my  peo¬ 
ple  lihcL 


7  Then  Herod, 
when  he  bad  pri¬ 
vily  called  the 
wife*  men,  inqui¬ 
red  of  them  di*i- 
gently  whit  time 
the  im  appeared* 


fton  they  declared  that  they  were  come  to  feet  him, 
and  to  pay  their  Jolemn  homage  to  him. 

3  When  king  Herod  and  the  people  of  Jtrufaltm  had 
beard  the  account  that  thefe  wife-men  gave  of  this  mat¬ 
ter,  they  all  in  general  were  amazed  j  and  he  more  e- 
ipecially  was  exceedingly  perplexed  in  mind  about  it, 
left  this  new-born  child  fliould  create  troubles  which  at 
length  might  iffue  in  the  lots  of  his  kingdom. 

4  And  as  Herod  could  not  but  know  famething  of 
the  general  expedition  among  the  Je-wj  that  the  Mefluh 
would  appear  about  that  time,  he  called  a  council  of 
all  X  the  chief  priefts  and  ferities  that  he  could  get  to¬ 
gether,  they  being  the  interpreters  of  the  law  to  the 
people,  and  inquired  of  them  where  the  ancient  pro* 
phedcs  laid  the  Mefliah  (hould  be  bom. 

5  In  anfwer  to  which,  they  readily  told  him  it  was 
to  be  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea ;  and  referred  him  to  a 
paflage  of  the  prophet  Micab  (chap.  v.  a.)  to  prove  ir, 
where  it  is  written  to  this  purpofe : 

6  Kven  (*«<)  thou  Bethlehem  in  the  land  of  Judea , 
(which  was  alfo  called  Betbiehem-Ephratah ,  either  of 
which  names  plainly  diftinguifhed  it  from  another  Bctb- 
lehem  in  the  tribe  of  Zebulont )  thou  art  by  no  means 
(vfapur)  the  teaft  in  honour,  tho'  thou  be  lea  ft  in  riches 
and  in  numbers  of  people,  among  the  cities  that  have 
given  birth  to  the  princes  of  Judah ,  (whofc  tribes  were 
divided  into  thoufands,  each  of  which  had  a  prince  over 
them:)  For  out  of  thee  (hall  come  a  Governor  fuperior 
to  all  others,  even  Mefliah  rhe  Prince ;  who,  (ays  God, 

)  fhalt  take  care  of,  feed,  anti  reign  over  my 
people  Ifr&rfy  as  their  Saviour  and  their  King*” 

7  having  received  this  account  from  the 
chief  priefts  and  feribes,  called  rhe  wife^raen  to  him  in 
a  private  manner,  that  the  people  might  not  take  um¬ 
brage  at  it,  as  if  he  were  afraid ;  ami  (™^«)  he  very 
critically  examined  them  about  the  exact  time  of  the 
fta^s  fim  appearing  to  them,  that  the  betrer  gueft  might 
thereby  be  made  at  the  age  of  the  child* 

8  And 


NOTES. 

In  thrir  country,  tW  fuel*  i  king  was  quick  *  14*;  arid  ir  Is  prabuhftc,  that  my  priella 
jy  to  be  bom  in  7ki/n*t  would  be  ruler  were  io  called  who  uert  memhert  of  the 
over  all  1  he  eann  ;  And  they  came  to  pay  grtut  fanhtdrim;  And  \hc  Jcribrt  sf  the 
him  homage,  cither  in  a  civil  way,  au  Itm-  j&/*>  were  their  raUikt  or  ihidow  that  k* 
peril  prince ;  or  raiher  in  a  religions  way,  pliinol  the  law  tn  tltem4  Kira  vii.  <f, — 10. 
25  the  hfrfGah,  according  va  the  notions  they  and  vii.  id.;  and  perhaps  fuehnf 

might  have  about  Mm*  them  u  were  mcintjcn  of  the  frnticilrinv, 

i  The  ettf? pritjls  were  not  only  the  high-  but  were  not  of  the  fLcvrdoul  order,  wrie 
pneft,  and  the  fc&sn  hb  deputy;  hut  alfo  railed  Grilles  nf  th  prcplr,  in  diftiuAioQ 
rhe  heads  of  the  twemy*four  faocrdofcd  £a-  from  ihofe  that  wm  aho  paeflk 
cdUttj  1  Cbr m*  jtxiv.  6.  and  a  Chr&t-  xxjtvi. 

A  4 


f  Tim 
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8  And  when  they  had  (adsfied  him  in  that  point,  he 
ordered  them  to  go  to  Bethlehem,  where  the  chief  priefts 
and  feribes  had  faid  the  Mefliah  Ihoold  be  borpi^nd 
tofearch  with  the  urmoift  care  Cor  the  infant}  and  as 
foon  as  they  Should  fold  him,  to  come  bach  again  and 
tell  him  of  tt,  pretending  that  he. wanted  to  go  and  wor- 
ihip  him  coo,  though  be  meant  nothing  lefs,  but  laid 
this  to  conceal  his  fears  and  jeataufies,  and  to  coyer  his 
cruel  defigns. 

9  When  they  had  heard  what  the  long  bad  to"fby  to 
them,  they  fet  out  on  their  journey  toward  Bethlehem  ; 
And  behold,  the  fame  miraculous  (Ur,  which  they-bad 
feen  in  their  own  eaftem  country,  appeared  again,  and 
moved  on  before  them  in  the  air  (like  the  pillar  of  fire 
before  the  ^fcti/itertodiredtheir  various  journcyings,) 
till  at  length  it  came  over  the  very  houfe  frhere  Jefus  was, 
and  defeended  j-  poiuting  downward  toward  that  houfe. 

to  When  the  wife -men  few  the  liar  in  this  direftian, 
they  were  filled  with  an  exceeding  joyful  eeftafy  at  the 
thought  that  God  had  now.  certainly  conduced  them 
to  the  glorious  Perfon  they  were  fee  king  after. 

1 1  And  when  they  were  come  into  the  houfe,  they 
few  the  royal  Infant  with  Mary  his  mother ;  and,  be¬ 
ing  led  into  a  further  knowledge  of  him  by  divine. fug- 
geftion,  and  by  accounts  that  were  ben  given  them  of 
the  extraordinary  circumftances  of  bis  conception  and 
birth,  they,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  eaftern  na¬ 
tions,  fell  proftrate  before  him,  and  paid  him  their  a- 
dora lions ;  and  then,  opening  the  (lores  they  had  brought, 
made  an  offering  of  their  rich  eft  treafures  to  hitfa  as 
their  King  and  the  incarnate  Saviour,  fuch  as  gold, 
frankincenfe,  and  myrrh,  and  fo  Jbraed forth  tbopraifes 
of  the  Lord,  (Ife.  Ix.  6.) 

iz  And  being  admonilhed  in  an  extraordinary  dream, 
not  to  obey  Herod’s  order  in  going  back  to  tell  him 
what  they  had  feen,  God  thereby  designing  to  prevent 
the  murder  of  Jefus  by  his  cruelty,  they  returned  ano¬ 
ther  way,  and  not  by.Jmj&fent,  into  tbeir  own  country. 

13  And  when  they  were  gone,  behold,  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  appeared  again  in  a  dream  to  Jofeph ,  as  he 
had  before,  (chap.  i.  20.)  and  ordered  him  to  arife  out 
of  bis  deep,  and,  taking  ebe  infant  and  its  mother  with 
him,  to  go  with  all  fpeed  into  Egypt  ,■  and  continue 
Vitb  them  there,  till  be  foould  have  another  divine  or¬ 
der 

.  _ ,  .  .  NOTE. 

icooant  intioutcs  that  the  ft-r  riinAcd  them  to  the  ygy  bouft  when  our 
vu;  but  it  is  not  eaTy  to  tniurive  ho*v  thU  could  be,  without  ki  poiptinjc down- 
w«tlf  wwanl  it,  or  deTnodii^  low,  and  fending  (tin  curtly  onr  it.  , 


8  And  be  feat 
them  it>  Bcthlc- 
hau i,  and  laid, 
Qo^dftmhdi* 
Jig*  ally  for  the 
young  child,  and 
vbto  ye  have 
foondW,  bring 
me  word  again, 
tint  t  may  come 
and  worCbip  him 
life. 

p  When  they 
had  heard  the 

ting,  thty  de¬ 
parted,  and  lo, 
the  (hr  winch 
they  few  to  the 
oft,  went  before 
them,  till  it  came 
end  Hood  over 
trhere  the  young 
child  was. 

10  What  they 
few  the  IW,ihcy 
rejoiced  with  ex* 
ending  great  Joy, 

11  And  wbtm 
they  were  aunc 
Into  the  houfe, 
they'  few  the 
young  child  with 
Mary  hi*  root  Her, 
■ml  fell  down  end 
wor (hipped  him: 
and  when  they 
had  opened  their 
ttetfures ,  they 
ptefent&d  onto 
hitn  gifts;  gold, 
and  frank  inotnfe, 
end  myrrh, 

11  And  being 
warned  of  God  in 
idpe*tn,rfcit  they 
Owald  not  return 
loHcrad,  they  de* 
parted  into  thrir 
own  country  mo¬ 
ther  way, 

13  And  when 
they  aw  depart* 
<4  behold,  the 
angel  of  the  tord 
appeal  eth  id  Jo¬ 
feph  i*i  a  dream  1 
fejlageArifi^and 
take 
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der  for  removibgifrom  thence:  For  he  told  them  that 


child  ifldhu 

thra^M  until  1 
briogihccvoi^: 
for  Hood  wiil 
feel  thn  jdttjjg 
child  la  -deflroy 
him. 

14  Wbm  he  *- 
itdtp  bttooktht 
young' dEd  and 
fcii.  jiwtW  by 

parted 

gypt; 

15  And  wi$ 
there  until  tbc 
doth  of  Herod  : 


Herod  would,  certainly  endeavour  the  dcftra&ion  of  the 
young  child,  to  rid  htmCelf  of  hie  own  fears  concerning 
him and  that  therefore  all  proper  precautions  were  to 
be  taken  for  his  prefervarioa. 


14  In  obedience  to  this  command,  Jb/eph  got  up, 
and,  no^withftandipg  the  viiible  dangers,  difficulties, 
and  inoonveniencies  that  might  attend  it,  took  the 

“d  'de-  young  child  and  his  mother,  leered  y  hy  night,  that  it 
might  not  ;be  diicovered  whither  he  tv  at  going,  and 
carried  them  into  Egypt  •* 

1 5  And' there  he  abode  with  them  till  PlrrixTi  death, 
that  the  word  which  the  Lord  had  fpoken  by  the  pro¬ 
phet  Hqfea,  (chap.;  xi.  1.)  might  be  fulfilled  a  fecond 
time,  faying,  Out  of  Egypt  have  /  called  my  San:  for 
God’s  only  begotten  eternal  Son  was  now  to  he  called 
out  of  Egypt,  as  the  antetype  of  Ifrael  his  adopted  Ion, 
who  had  been  called  out  from  thence  before. 

1 6  When  Herd  had  waited  a  good  while  for  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  wife-men,  and  found  that  they  were  gone, 
hopie  another  way,  and  fo  bad  dec ei red  his  expectations 
from  them,  he  was  terribly  enraged  j  and  haring  bar- 
baroufly  refolved  to  cut  off  this  new-born  Prince  at 'any 
rate,  he,  to  make  fufe  of  his  death,  fent  a  party  of  fol- 
diers,  and  hy  their  cruel  hands  maJTacred  all  the  male 
children,  that  were  not  above  two  years  old,  in  Bethle¬ 
hem  and  the  villages  round  about  •,  being  allured  in 

der,  according  himfelf,  by  what  the  wife-men  had  told  him,  that  this 
the*  time  wftich  child  had  not  yet  attained  that  age. 
he  hid  diSgtotly 


that  k  might  U 
ftiUiliedwmcbwas 
fpoken  of  the 
Lord  by  the  pno- 
phet,  frying,  Out 
of  Egypt  Ewe  I 
calkamy  fon. 

i5  Then  He¬ 
rod,  whcohffrw 
that  bow  mock¬ 
ed  of  the  wife- 
nitD,  wfl*  exceed¬ 
ing  wroth,  and 
fait  forth,  and 
Hew  all  the  dril* 
drea  that  were  in 
UohlehctD  ,  and 
in  ail  the  ooafts 
thereof,  from  two 
yean  old  and  un¬ 
der,  according  to 


as  fax  as  Rama  which 


inquired  of  the 
wife-mem 
1 7  Tbcawu  ful¬ 
filled  that  which 
was  fro  ken  by 
Jeremy  the  pro¬ 
phet,  faying, 

18  In  Kama 
vis  there  a  voice 
beard,  lamenta¬ 
tion,  cud  weep¬ 
ing  g  and  great 
in  earning,  Ra  - 
did  wteptng  for 
her  children,  and 
would  not  be 
comforted  ,  bc- 
tmfcibcy  arc  not. 

V  O  T  .B. 

*  It  U  probable  that  tbia  ujaflicrc  of  infrnti  extended  tn  the  territories  of  Fam?*  «-h! ch 
was  ip  the  tribe  of  B&j&m te,  Jofln  xriii*  itj—i  j. j  and-&  cut  off  £hhc  of  Racier*  polio- 
ri!y,  *  L 


17  This  aftonilhing  event  was  over-ruled  bythe  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God,  to  fulfil  a  fccond  rime  another  prophe¬ 
cy,  delivered  hy  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  (chap.  xxxt.  15.) 
to  this  purpofe : . 

18  **  A  voice  was  beard 

was  fituaied  near'  Bethlehem  ;  lamentation,  weeping, 
and  great  mourning  was  heard  there ;  the  defeendents 
of  Rachel,  wbofe  grave  was  alfo  at  that  place,  bitterly 
lamented  rhe  lofs  of  their  children,  and  refufed  to  be 
condoned  becanTe  they  were  dead;” 

19  But 


to 

tp  tint  when 
Jlcrud  wa*  dead, 
behold,  an  angel 
of  the  I^rd  sp- 
pcareUunadn'am 
to  Jofeph  la  E- 
SIP*.  -  * 

iq  Sjymjj, 
dfrj  a»n  take  the 
yen mg  child  and 
ku  iriotha,  and 
go  into  the  Land 
oflfrteh  for  they 
arc  dead  which 
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19  But  after  Herod s  deceafe,  behold  another  divine 
admonition  to  Jdfepb  in  the  ufcal  way ;  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  again  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream  in  Egypt, 
where  he  continued  till  this  time, 

20  And  ordered  him  togobackagainwiththeyoung 
child  and  bis  mother  to  his  own  country,  and  reside  a- 
mong  the  Ifraelites  there,  becaufe  Herod  and  tome  of 
his  molt  cruel  inttruments,  who  were  bent  upon  taking 
away  its  life,  were  now  themfelvea  dead. 

2 1  Accordingly  be  cheerfully  complied,  without  ob- 
ArtouL  y^g  jesting  againf!  the  difficulty  or  danger  of  the  journey  ; 
cbifrs  life.  and,  in  obedience  to  the  angers  command,  came  back 

?  1  And  be  a-  -with  the  Young  child  and  nis  mother  into  the  land  of 

rule,  and  f.tok  the  ...  f  to 

yonitg  child  and  tjraet,  _  ^ 

his  muthti,  and  22  But  upon  information  that  /4r eke  lavs  fucceeded 
^melythrfmd  l,jg  father  Herod  *  in  that  part  of  his  dominions  which 
But  when  included  Judea,  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  too  hazardous 
to  fettle  in  that  province,  under  the  government  of  a 
man  of  his  fierce  temper :  But,  having  another  intima¬ 
tion  from  God  in  a  dream,  he  went  to  live  in  Galilee, 
under  the  dominion  of  Herod  sfnfipat,  where  he,  with 
Jefus,  and  his  mother  Mart ,  might  dwdl  with  more 
lafety. 

23  And  io  orderto  their  fetdement  in  that  country, 
he  came  and  took  up  his  abode  in  one  of  its  cities,  call¬ 
ed  Nazareth  t  which  was  ordered  by  the  providence  of 
God,  that  what  was  fpoken  not  merely  hv  one,  but  by 
came  and  dwetfin  ma„y  0f  the  prophets,  concerning  the  bfefliah,  might 
LwthT  t>«'  &  ke  fulfilled  in  Jefus  •,  as,  that  he"fhoold  be  Netitr,  the 
Branch »  according,  to  the  fignification  of  the  word  Na¬ 
zareth  i  and  a  Nazarite ,  moft  eminently  holy  and  de¬ 
voted  to  God  from  the  womb,  and  fo  the  great  Antitype 
nf  all  the  legal  Nazar  it  es ,  and  particularly  of  Saatfon,  of 
ithonrit  was  raid,  (Jadg,  xiil.  5-)  The  child  JbaU  he  a 
Nazarite  unto  God /ran  the  womb  ;  and  that  he  fhould 
be  treated  with  the  greateft  infamy  and  reproach,  when, 
becaufe  of  his  having  been  brought  up  at  Nazareth,  he 
was  was  ufually  called,  by  way  of  contempt,  the  Ac* 
zarene.  ■ 


he  heard  that  Ar- 
rhebu*  did  reign 
io  Jodc*,  in  the 
voQiTi  of  his  father 
Herod,  he 
afraid  to  go  chi* 
Umt  :  notwiih- 
iUoding ,  being 
tnracd  of  Ood  in 
n  dram,  he  turn* 
e«l  *Gdc  h)Eo  the 
parts  of  Galilee ; 

And  he 


might  be  fulfilled 
which  inis  fpo- 
Liin  by  the  pro¬ 
phets.  He  Dull  he 
wiled  a  Nmreno 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  deeply  was  the  dear  Saviour  abated,  and  how  early  rapofedto  fgfferingfi, 
in.  bring  thus  pcrtepitml  and  harraffed  about  in  Ids  tender  infancy !  And  yet  how 
highly  was  he  honoured  by  a  ftar  formed  on  purpofe  to  lead  to  him ;  by  the  long 
journey  which  the  wife- men  took  to  find  him  out>  and  pay  their  devotions  to 
him  *  and  by  the  repeated  appearances  of  the  angel  of  the  Lord  to  give  direftions 


*  Upon  the  death  nf  Herod  the  Great,  his  kingdom  v»  divided  between  jfrzbeUwt*  He- 
r*J  Htrripfii,  4od  P&tfipt  his  tens;  AreUisai  had  ldsm:al  and  SaataHa ;  Philip* 

sijTomtii*  Yrfft&Hitis,  Pa*it  jst  ^iu!  JLtajda;  and  iltrtd  jthiifaSj  GzSht  and  Perxtt.  Priih 
tXunccL  VoJ-  111-  t  R®* 


Ch.  iu  Tbe  EvangeliJl  Matthew  paraphmfed.  II 

for  h»  Jafcty-  1  Oiow  Ihould  ve  rejoice  in  the  better  and  more  abiding  light  of  the 
gofpd,'  that  lead)  us  to  jefu? ! :  And  how  win  the  wife* men  of  the  ealt,  that  came 
fo  lar,  and  took  fo  much  pains  to  leek  and  worftiip  him,  rife  up  iu  judgment  a- 
gainft  tbem  that  win  give  themJeJvcs  no  trouble  to  inquire  after  him,  ami  that 
thgtitand  dHregard  him  I  With  what  checrfuliicfs  ihould  wc  prefeut  ourl'elvtSj 
acd  all  that  we  have,  to  him !  And  how  Ihould  we  adore.  God’s  over-  ruling  Pro¬ 
vidence,  that  dilappoints  the  devices  of  his  moft  crafty',  powerful,  act!  cnid  ene¬ 
mies,  'ju>4  twos  them  into  means,  or  at  lead  ocaafious,  of  Ailfiliiug  his  own  pre¬ 
dictions  and  deiigiu! 


CHAP.  Ilf. 

The  ffi,  doQrinty  and  baptifai  j/John;  x, — n. 

by  bi<Hj  13, — 17. 


Ani  Jefut  baptize* 


Tt  it.  Paraphrase. 

TN  -riiQic^  J»^»  t  fj  the  days  tf  Chrift’s  living  privately  with  Jofrpb 
and  his  mother  at  Nazareth^  ocforc  he  entered  into 
in  the  wildemefi  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year 
°f  JodM*  of  Tiberius  Ca/nr,  (Luke  lit.  1,  23.)  who  was 

filled  the  Ifttprift,  becaufe  he  was  the'  fir  ft  ’.that  came 
with  a  divine  com  million  to  baptize,  appeared  and 
preached  in  a  part  of  the  country  of  Judea*  which  was 
called  the  wildcmefs  on  account  of  its  having  fewer  ci¬ 
ties,  towns,  Tillages,  and  inhabitants,  -than  were  in  o* 
tber  parts  of  that  province. 

1  And  Ikying,  2  And  the  fum  of  bis  miniftry  was,  K  Bethink  your- 
Rrpnt  T'i  te  {elves,  and  change  your  minds ;  (^ra.Min)  entemin  o- 
t^nutihanl  t^)cr  fentiments  than  ye  have  had  about  your  fins,  and 
"  '  your  legal  righteoufnefTcs.;  lay  a  fide  your  prejudices  a- 

bont.the  Mcffiah  whom  ye  expect,  arid  about  the  ground 
of  your  acceptance  with  God  ;  and,  with  deep  contri¬ 
tion,  turn  from  your  iniquities,  and  from  your  proud 
conceit  of  yourfelves  and  of  your  privileges,  to  that  Je- 
fus  whom  I  am  come  to  point  out  to  you  j- :  For  a  new 
dilpcnfation  of  grace  by  the  gofpel,  under  the  Mclliah’s 

king- 

NOTE. 

f  titfipentaore,  In  toft  of  Bn,  b  «  natural  are  nfed  in  theevangelirt*  as  term*  of  the  feint 
duly*  d»e  obligation  to  which  nercflanly  re-  import.  And  though  fooietitnes  they  fibril  y 
frit*  from  the  relation  of  the  offending  era-  1  the  heirculy  ffate  of  perfect  hk£*tncfs»  nr  the 
lure  to  God*  »s  fiis  Creator,  Beufclaffor,  ami  kingdom  of  ghn  ;  ytt  they  mott  frrquem- 
ri gbtfal  Sovereign ;  and  it  fe  dictated  hy  the  Jy  denote  ihe  gof]xrl-difpenfet ion*  iudwfivc 
very  light  of  na row,  as  a  rtatfmablc  fcrvicc  :  of  all  it*  grarimw  inftitmianf,  and 

But  the  ffancr’s  grand  directions*  motives  and  bleffin^,  or  the  kingdom  of  grate*  which  U 
encouragement*  to,  arjd  afliftanccs  for*  a  doe  fekl  to  be  «/ Gtd*  and  9/ htjven*  bereft  it; 
perfornunc?  of  the  duty,  in  a  fpttkaal  and  oddral  »  divine,  in  nature,  defigo,  and 
acceptable  manner  through  Jcfiis  Cbriff,  pio^  tendency  are  fpiriniaJ  and  heavenly,  and  hi* 
cccd  from  gofpd-grace ;  and  therefore  both  True  fahjefb  are  formed  and  trained  up  for 
Jtstu  tb*  BapXjtf  and  our  Lord  hicufdf,  chap*  heaven,  till  they  are  tranfpUnicd  thither; 
iv.iti  Uffiu  their  miniftry  faymgt  Rcptxit  And  therefore,  at  other  timet*  thefeerpie*'- 
ferihttt*rtbtn  effoavw  tt  attend.  The  king-  lions  f«m  to  take  in  both  the  kingdom  +f 


And  therefore,  at  other  timet*  thdeer  pil¬ 
lions  icifm  to  take  in  both  the  kingdom  +f 


tAVtit)  and  ike  fcing«l0(U  of  S>*tt  grace  -;;d  of  g1^-*  See 


12 


1  Forthbfcbs 
that  fpoken 
of  by  the  prophet 
-  Efam  *  faying  * 
llic  Voice  of  wie 
crying  in  theuiU 
detucfs,  Prepare 
ye  the  way  of  the 
.Lord,  make  his 
paths  flight* 


27*  Evangeiifi  Matthew  parafkrafed.  Ch.  iii. 

kingdom*  which  comes  from  heaven, .  and  leads  to  hea¬ 
ven*  is  juft  now  ready  to  be  revealed,  and  fet  up  a- 
mODg  you.** 

3  The  reafon  why  John  began  his  miniftry  in  this 
maimer  was,  became  he  was  that  forerunner  of  pur 
Lord,  of  whom  JJaiahftoaho&cd*  faying,  (chap,  xl*  3.) 
“  The  voice  of  one  that  hereafter  fliaUTpeak  with  ear- 
neftnefs  to  the  people,  as  the  Meflkb’g  harbinger,  in 
the  wildemcfe,  fhallbe  this ;  Lef  my  miniftry  concern¬ 
ing  the  neceflity  of  repentance,  and  the  grace  of  the 
gofpel- kingdom  to  encomagi  it,  be  acceptable  to  yon, 
that  ye  may  be  ready  to  receive  the  Lord  himfelf,  who 
Is  coining  after  me;  apd  may  abandon  the  carnal  feeu- 
rity,  lufts  and  paifions,  pride  and  prejudices,  that  wil¬ 
fully  oppofc  bis  way  to  yonr  hearts.** 

4  And  this  John  appeared  in  the  garb  of  a  prophet, 
juft  like  Elicu,  in  wbofe  fpirit  and  power  he  came ;  a 
hair-cloth  was  his  covering,  with  a  leathern  belt  to  giid 
it  about  his  loins  $  and  his  diet  was  of  the  meaneft  fare, 
fuch  as  locufts  *  snd ‘wild  honey,  which  the  wildemefs 
abounded  with :  And  fi>  be  was  an  example  of  mortifi¬ 
ed  appetites  toward  this  world,  and  of  railed  afle&ions 
and  hopes  toward  a  better,  as  became  a  preacher  of  re¬ 
pentance  and  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

5  When  it  was  known  that  he  appeared  and  preach¬ 
ed  fn  this  manner,  the  general  expectation  of  the  Mef- 
fiah  at  that  time  brought  raft  multitudes  of  all  ranks, 
degrees, '  and  fexes,  to  hear  him,  'from  Jtntfala »,  and 
from  all  parts  of  Judea*  and-from  every  place  in  the 
country  that  lay  round  about  Jordan ,  whether  in  the 
tribe  of  Judah  or  not. 

6  And  they  were  lb  far  affefted  with  his  do&rine, 
that  they  made  a  public  profrffion  of  repentance,  and 
were  baptized  by  him  in  the  river  Jordan*  both  he  and 
they,  according  to  cEc  cultora  of  the  country,  going  a 
little  way  into  the  water,  either  barefoot,  or  with  fan- 
dais,  for  the  greater  convenience  and  expedition  in  bap¬ 
tizing  them  f. 

7  .But 

NOTES. 

*  Afcfiftf*  yeudered  fount  fappoft 

vrcit  a  lort  of  large  dying  gra&oppers ;  but 
of  hers  think  they  were  a  certain  kind  of 


4  Amltbeftoie' 
John  had  hu 
saimtntofcamdj 
hair*  and  a  Eta* 
thern  girdle  about 
hi*  bins;  amHita 
mat  vcm  toeuJb 
and  wBdbontf- 


j  Then  tmt 
mi  to  ham  leru- 
f\\tm  and  all  Ju¬ 
des  and  ail  the 
region  rnuod  a* 
bout  Jordan* 


d  And 
fapdied  of  him 
in  Jordan*  con- 
ieffing  their  fim* 


£ictn  herb  that  ertw  in  the  triJdcrnefi. 

t  I  cannot  think  that  'fuch  prodigious 
number*  aft. came  to  Jdw*  could  he  baptized 
hi  the  way  of  lmmerfing-  their  whole  bo- 
<ii«  under  water;  or  that  they  were  provl- 
tied  with  change  of  raiment  for  if*  which  is 
:::i  *h<T*  intimated,  nor  ftemsto  have  been 
r*  jflirebfe  fur  ffecU  vail  rauliiludfi;  and  yet 


they  could  not  be  baptized  naked  with  mo- 
deft  y,  nor  io  ibdr  wearing  apparel  with  Jafe* 
ty. .  It  Jrems  therefore  to  me*  that  the  peo- 
pie  flood  in  rents ,  nrer  to,  or  juft  within, 
the  edge  of  the  rjw;  aud  J&*,  poJftog  i* 
long  before  them,  caft  water  upon  their  bred) 
or  nee*  with  bis  hands*  or  feme  proper  io- 
fltranienr*  by  which  means  he  might  tifily 
baptize  many  thoufands  in  a  day.  Aud  tbit 
way  of  poonng  water  upon  them  mod  ualu* 
rally  Jtgmfficd  Chfjft’ai  baptizing  (hem  with 
'  iht 


Ch.  in.  The  Eoanglijh  MaTthew  faraphrafrd.  \  3 

7  Bm  tfbttt  be  m  But  when  he  perceived  that  many  of  the  Pharifecs 
rim’jffrTiinfTnl  Sadducees  came,  and  that  feme  of  them  offered 
dueaucoinetohlf  themfctves  to  be  baptized  by  him,  he  feverely  reproved 
baptife,  he f  fiid  ihem,  feyitig,  O  ye  hypocritical  Pbariftest  and  indx* 
newfcwTofjr  Saa£ic^s  Ji  who  are  the  feed  of  the  old  fa-pent, 

pm,  who  lutfa  and  full  of  malignant  enmity  to  all  real  goodnefr,  one 
wwJyoatofa  fart  of  ycru  imagining  that  ye  have  religion  enough  al* 
fmmduwnthta  ready,  and  the  other  thinking  that  thei-e  is  nothing  in 
religion;  who  could  have  thought  that  either  of  wa 
fliould  come  to  my  baprifm,  for  the  remiflion  of  uns, 
and  dcaping  the  wrath  to  come  through  a  Redeemer? 
Who  has  brought  you  hither?  And  what  has  put  you 
upon  pretences  of  this  kind  ?  However,  I  now  warn  yoa 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  that  will  certainly  come  upon 
all  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving* 
f**h  8  And  as  your  coming  hither  is  3  pcaftical  profefEon 
Incct  to  icjJ cat-  0 f  repentance,  and  of  believing  the  doftrioe  I  teach; 
ua.  bring  forth  fruits  of  rigbteoufntls,  fuitable  to  the  na* 

ture  and  evidential  of  the  (incerity  of  repentance,  or  elfe 
my  baptifin  will  be  of  no  advantage  to  any^jf  you* 

»  And  think  $  And  a?  to  yhu  Pbaryits  in  particular,  do  not  flat* 
ter  yourfelves,  as  ye  are  apt  to  do,  with  the  thoughts 
SJTAWbiD  10  °f  T°m  ^°g  defeendents  from  Abrabam7  and  not  fin* 
oar  father :  for  1  ners  of  the  GentiUs7  and  that  this  will  fecure  you  from 
dm11*  vengeance:  For  let  me  tell  you,  that  God  can 
theft  ’"(boa  to  cafily^raife  up  a  feed  to  Abraham^  who  thaJl  walk  in  the 
rife  up  chndmt  fteps  of  his  faith  and  obedience,  by  turning  the  very 
note  Ababa*.  fton.es,  that  your  eyes  now  behold,  into  fuch  children  ; 

or  by  adopting  thde  Gmtiks  into  his  family,  (meaning 
the  Reman  faldirn  that  were  then  prefem  with  them ;) 

and 


MOTES. 

the  Hoty  Gboft  and  with  fire,  which  John  renewinr  of  the  Holy  Ghftt  winch  be  fiej  a 
ipoke  of  u  prefigured  by  Ui  baptising  with  ms  ohmmntly  through  Jeffs  Ghrift  me  S*v*oart 
water,  (wr*  tu  and  Mart  t  9.  iii.  (Tit-  ilk  yp  d.)  Now  whether  plunging  the 
John  L  33A  and  which  w«  eminently  body  into  water,  nr  pouring  waier  upon  it, 
fulfilled  when  tnc  Roly  Gboft  fit  upon  the  *  mi  the  Itkclieft  emblem  of  this  efliition  of 
dilcblet  in  the  appearance  of  chven  ts»gnesr  the  Spirit,  let  the  reader  judge;  especially 
like  five  And  this  is  exprrfy  called  baptizing  fmcc  the  word  ooaftcntJy  uftd  for 

them  wh  the  Hofy  Gbofit  m  oppofition  to  baptizing^  fienifics  any  fort  of  waffling,  and 
John's  baptising  with  voter ;  and  is  fpoken  often  fprnikUDg;  not  being  rcArained  to  dip- 
of  as  the  Holy  Ghoft’s  cemng upon  them,  and  ping,  as  its  primitive  (jfrrftp)  U;  bat  this 
a^GffdVfauftjtj  tmt  Air  Spirit)  and  /heddbag  Jaft  word  if  never  uftd  (o  txptc&  baptizing. 
lm  firih-mpm  then i,  AOs  l  5, 8.  trad  it  3,  $  The  Pherifits  were  a  frperftitious  feet 

»7*  18,  ;3J.  And  with  a  dta&  reference  among  the  Jew*,  that  pretended  to  extnnr- 
hereunto,. when  the  Hedy  Gboft  felt  on  CtM>  dtnary  Kblinefs;  but  placed  the  chief  of  their 
neliut  and  his  friends,  Peter  laid.  Then  re-  religion  in  rirual  observances,  and  in  zeal  for 
mmbtre&lthc  sserdof  the  Lord t  hvw  he  fish  the  traditions  of  the  elders  t  And  the  Sndd:t~ 
“  John  Meed  baptized  with  water  i  S#  ye  efts  were  the  free-thinkers  of  the  age,  (list 
fall  be  baptized  with  the  tioh  Ghofi  v"  (Afts  denied  the  tvfiirrcfiioa  of  the  dead,  and 
xi.  is,  iff,)  Theapdftlc  Pant  likewife>+  in  a  caUlencc  of  angcU,  or  human  Cauh  i u  a  Ce- 
rniiiifefl  illpfmn  tohapiiftn,  fpeaks  of  God's  pantr  ft  ace;  atxl  ft  lapped  the  foundation  or 
fii-tng^us  h  the  wflpnng  of  regeuer^tinn^  mJ  allrciigion. 


M 


so  And  now 
alio  (be-  bid 
unto  the  nwt  of 
the  trees :  there- 
fore  every  tree 
uhich  briii  gech 
not  forth  good 
Jndt  *  U  hewn 
down,  and  afl 
into  the.  fire. 


it  l  indeed  bap¬ 
tize  you  with  wa¬ 
ter  unto  repent¬ 
ance  :  bur  tie  that 
cotMih  iifttr  me, 
U  mightier  than  Ia 
vlioit  fhftcr  1  are 
not  worthy  to 
bear  :  he  frail 
baptize  you  with 
rite  Holy  Ghoft, 
and 


t%  AVhofc  fan 
u  in  his  hand,  and 
be  wilithrmirtlily 
purge  hb  floor, 
and  gaxhvt  his 
ivhcai  into  the 
garner;  but  be 
will  hum  up  the 
chalT  with  un~ 
quench  abk  fire. 


ij  Then  co- 
meih  Jelos  from 
Galilee  to  Jordan 
unto  John,  to  be 
kffitirat  of  him* 
14  Rue  John 
forbad  hire,  fry-* 
injj*  |  hare  need 
to  be  luptitd  of 
thee,  and'coxueft 
thou  to  me  ? 


<Tbe  EvangeUJl  Matthew  parapbraftd.  Ch._iir« 

ami  he  will  fooner  do  this  than  fave  any  of  you,  if  ye 
perfift  in  your  iniquities. 

10  And  things  are  now  coming  to  a  deciGvg  point 
with  you  all:  .The  Jaft  difpenfetion  of  grace,  thro’  the 
Mcffiah,  is  now  approaching,  and  Cod  is  hereby  try* 
ing  you  once  more  ;  but  if  now  ye  reje£t  his  'o Sets  of 
mercy,  be  will  bear  with  you  no  longer;  bis  venge¬ 
ance,  like  the  ax  that  is  levelled  at  tne  root  of  a  tree, 
is  juft  ready  to  ftrike  at  you :  Every  one  therefore  a- 
mone  you  that  continues  unfruitful  under  thfefc  laft 
means  of  grace,  (hall  Joan  be  cut  down  as  cumhercrs 
of  the  ground;  and  caft  into  everlafting  burnings  ;_and 
the  whole  church  and  nation  of  the  y«w,  if  they  per* 
lift  in  impenitence  and  unbelief,  {hall  be  utterly  de- 
ftroyed. 

11  I  am  indeed  come  to  baptize  yon  with  water,  a»a 
iign  of  what  ye  may  hope  for,  and  of  the  repentance 
which  ye  are  obliged  to:  But  this  will  not  fuffice.  for 
your  fafety  and  bappinefs ;  it  is  only  preparing  the  way 
for  One,  who  is  ft  much  -  my  fuperior,  that  1  am  not 
worthy  to  do  the  me  an  ell  office  for  him,  fuch  as  taking 
away  nis  {hoes,  or  canying  them  after  him  in  a  jour¬ 
ney.  And  when  he  comes,  he  (hall  pour  upon  you 
bis  Holy  Spirit,  who  will  make  a  viGble  appearance  in 
the  form  of  fire,  (Afls  ii.  3.)  and  whofe  operation  will 
be  enlightening,  warming,  powerful  and  purifying, 
like  that  of  fire. 

12  And  he  111  all  thoroughly  try  mens  fpirits,  purify 
his  church,  and  feparate  the  precious  from  the  vile ;  as 
when  a  man  winnows  his  corn  with  a  fan  or  with  a 
Jieve,  and  cleanfes  it  from  the  chaff:  And  then  he, 
putting  a  value  upon  all  ftneere. believers,  as  his  treafurc, 
will  gather  them  to  himfelf  in  heaven ;  not  one  of  them 
Ihall  be-loft  ;  but,  rejecting  every  hypocrite  and  unbe¬ 
liever,  as  light  and  vain,  worthlefe  and  unprofitable, 
like  chaff,  be  will  caft  them  into  hell,  there  to  be  con* 
fumed  for  ever  * 

13  While  John  was  th  us  baptizing  and  preaching  at 
Jordan,  Jefus  came  to  him  from  Galilee,  and  offered 
bimfelf  to  be  baptized  hy  him : 

14  But  John,  knowing  by  an  immediate  divine  fug- 
geftion,  that  this  was  the  perlon  upon  whom  he  ftotud 
prefcntlv  fee  the  Holy  Ghoft  defeend  as  a  fignal  that  be 
was  the  Meffiah,  (John  i.  33.)  and  being  at  the  fame 

time 

NOTE. 


*1 

tl-f 


being  burnt  bo  death* 


*  Tim  may  tt  be  wife  relate  1*  ih<  ipibclkring 

the  fkftriWi^n  t>f  ;  and  to  the  body*  of  the  wkitd  being  coiSnmed  hy  file,  a t 

t*xiitJ  cvniLtgn  bit  ji  tk  lid  day* 


*  Many 
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time  feoGblt  of  bit  own  .great  nnworthincfs  to  baptize 
.  him,  modeftly  declined  it,  faying,  in  the  audience  of 
the  people.  How  furpr$ng  a  condcfcenfion  is  this  1 
Alas,  l  am  a.  poor  finful  wretch,  that  needs  ftill  further 
fuppUcs  of  the.  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  with  which 
thou  wilt  baptize.  How  is  it  then  that,  thou,  who  art 
altogether  finlds,  and  needed  no  repentance,  and  who 
art  the  Author  and  Giver  of  all  the  blrilingG  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  (houldeft  defire  to  be  baptized  with 
water  by  me?  1  am  amazed  at  it;  and  cannot  tell  how 
to  think  of  going  about  it. 

**  aT*  *5-  ®ut  t1*)  return,  faid  to  him,  Whatever 

nnwMnf/suffisr  ^°u  taaJ  tlunk  of  the  matter,  1  infift  upon  it,  that  now, 
i;  ta  b*  fa  now:  in  my  fate  of  humiliation,  and  under  the  prefent  dif- 
**  &*“■  penfadon,  in  which  I  am  to  be  made  manifeft  to  tfr«uty 
n.  rirtiw-Tf  yoa  (hall  perform  the  office  to  me  i  and  there  are  im- 
dcO.  inhMhe  portant  reafons for  It:  For  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  o- 
iUfimd  bin.  ther  points,  it  is  proper  and  neceflary  for  me  to  fill  up 
my  obedience  to  every  divine  infiitutioh  and  command, 
us  the  rircufnftance.fr  of  things  requiie.  Upon  John* a 
hearing,  this,,  he  iiihmitted  his  own  thoughts  to  the 
wifilom  and  will  of  Cbiift,  and,  without  any  further 
dilute,  proceeded  to  baptize  him. 

u  AndjeAu,  1 6  And  as  fbon  as  Jefus  was  baptized,  he  came  up 

Tj"?  he  wa*bap-  the  riling  ground  from  the  river,  i*8i*  (XTt*  TWvJ*rflf  f  J 

ftnight-way  ■and  Behold,  according  to  the  iignal  that  had  before 
of  the  warn,  and  been  given  lo  John,  (John  i.  33.)  there  was  a  vifible  o- 
l*’  P«u»g  bi  the  clouds  of  heaven  in  Ohrid's  view,  and 

him^  °uvdheDfi  w  on  his  account }  and  he,  together  with  John  tbe'Bapilfl, 
the  Sprit  ef  God  (John  i.  32.)  law  the  Spirit  of  God  vifibly  defeendiug 
light*  a  corPoralj  bright  appearance,  after  the  manner  of 
SRiMr  Covering  of  a  dove  (<wif  titpirttpav,]  md  at  length 
refting  upon  his  head  •. 

it  And  Jo,  4  17  And  what  is  further  obfervable,  is,  that  this  ap- 

TOICCft^w  *fell  P01311^  was  attended  with  a  moft  extraordinary  and 
^m^SeScd  alu^Wc  voice  of  God  the  Father  from  heaven,  faying 
Son,  in  whom  I  to  Chrift,  in  /oJji's  hearing,  lilts  is,  by  way  of  emi- 
im  wtUpkaied,  nenee>  my  ©ply  begotten  Son  in  whom  were  ray 
delights  from  evermUngj  in  whofe  perfon,  as  he  is 

mine 


H  o  T  e  s, 

9  Many  fa vrt  foppoftd;  that  the  Holy  tongses  («<r#  uwS1)  at  *f far* 

Gftoft  tfk&Gndtd  to.  the  vifibjc  Jhapc  of  a  f  M&rk  a»wl  Luke  report  theft  word;:  w 

dove ;  but  I  rather  think  the  altafirn  is  not  'directed  Chrift  htmfdf,  ft,  mg,  Tboo  art  mi 
to  th t  fafftf  hot  to  the  btvtriag  of  a  dove,  bclrutd  San,  8tc. ;  anJ  it  frem?  u  if  this 
ueordtng  io  the  paraphreft.  Set  Ha  nr  mod  wwe  the  fonri  of  efcprifliofl.iifcd  on  this  nc- 
on  the  pUoe;  and  JMftty  ora  Me  Hi.  11+  teflon,  in  aofwcr  io  ChriJTs  prayer  f  Lt-ie  ifL 
who  critically obftms,  that  hod  it  related  to  as,)  Rut  as  it  was  llhcwift  deftgntd  tt*  give 
the  foape  <*  fotm,  it  thould  not  have  been  ihiijfrAion  to  J that  h=  might  Sear  «■»*- 

tf^vr,but  nefs  of  it*  I  apprehend  report*  tc 

aj  a/ a  w  the  Btentfs  of  tire  is  espref^  as  if  it  w'cit  laid  to  j:Li\  \z^r* 

td,  Afh  fi.  3.  11  There  appeared  cloven  log. 
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nine  own  likencfs,  every  way  excellent  and  amiable, 
and  in.  whole  mediation,  as'  he  is  cone  to  do  my  will, 
I  have  tbe  utinpft  complacency  ;  .as .  I  alio  have,  on  his 
account,  in  all  that  are  united  by  faith  to  him,  and  be¬ 
held  in  him,  I  baying  made  them  accepted  in  the  Be* 
loved. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Behold  the  dreadful  danger  of  all  hypocrite*  and  unfruitful  beams  of  tbe 
word,  whatever  tbeir  pretence*  of  their  external  privileges  mar  be;  aud  the  fa- 
difpcufable  neceffity  of  true  repentance,  arifiug  m>*p  apprebeniions  of  gofpel- 
grace  through  Jcftis  Chrift,  and  working  unto  ^thorough  change  in  bent  and 
life,  under  tbe  influence  of  .the  baptiftn  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  1  Happy  foul*  that 
are  partakers  of  this  grace !  God  will  take  eficdual  eare  of  them,  and.  1311  re¬ 
ceive  them  to  him&lf  in  glory.  But  O  miferablc  wretebe*,  that  iball  be  found  fa 
tbeir  fins !  Their  covenant-relation  to  Abraham,  their  baptiftn  with  water,  and 
their  profrffiona,  will  not  fare  them:  God  Will  abandon  them  to  unqoencbible 
Same* ;  he  will  one  day  make  an  evident,  important,  and  cverlaftfog  reparation 
between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  how  undiftingraibed  foeverthey  may  now 
live  together  in  tbe  vifible  church,  the  members  of  which  ought  to  be  baptized, 
though,  at  in  ChriR’s  cafe,  fome  of  them  may  not  be  capable  of  aniWering  all  tbe 
ends  for  which  that  ordinance  was  in ftituted. — -Behold  the  Sacred  Three  diftift&Iy 
appearing  in  the  characters  of  pcrional  and  divine  $ory,  and  concurring  ini  de- 
£gn  of  fiitvaiion  1  How  inconfidtrable  and  unworthy  flre  lbe  beft  of  men  compa¬ 
red  with  Chrift;  and  what  exalted  andend  earing  thonghuihould  Wehjrie  of  mm 
as  the  Son  of  God  and  Saviour  of  finders,  and  at  the  Beloved  of.  the  faS^fe-Who 
makes  us  accepted  in  him  ! 


C  H  A  P.  IV. 

ChriJEs  temptations^  i,- — 11.  His  beginning  tsLpreacb,  12, — 17*  Bis 
tailing  fans  of  bis  opoftles,  t8,— -22.  His  curing  dif cafes,  and  tbs 
people's  rejbrtaig  to  him,  23; — 25. 

_ Tear.  FikiP  HKtsc. 

TSK*  TMmediatelt  after  Jefus  was  baptized^anZftxIfad 
ihe  Spirit  inftfrfje  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  Spirit'  moved  him,  hy  an 
uiHenwfs  to  to  inVard  foggeftkm,  to  go  farther  into  a  more  defolate 
,;KP  part  of  the  wilderaefs,  that  he  might  engage  in  a  dofe 

combat  with  Satan,  the  chief  of  devils,  and  defat  him, 
before  he  entered  upon  his  public  tainiftry;  thereby 
teaching  his  difciples  and  farvants,  at  their  entrance 
■  upon  his  ways  and  work,  to-expeft  great  temptations ; 
and  giving  them  an  example  of  overcoming  the  evil  one 
by  the  word  of  God. 

a  Aad.  when  a  Here,  like  Mafes  the. giver,  and  Elias  the  reftorer, 

»  imSdf£r  of  tlv:  ,aw»  (Exwi-  ^X,T'  2g-  a*1*1  1  KinS*  ***■  80  he 

Bights,  bcvMaf-  continued  without  eating  or  drinking  any  thing  for  for* 
rer-irfdf  an  bun-  ty  days  and  forty  nights  together ;  ana  was,  in  fome 
jr*d.  way  unknown  to  us,  tempted  of  the  devil,  (lohriv.a.) 

During 
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During  all  thar  time,  he  was  miraculcmfly  upheld  with* 
out  any  uncafy  appetite  tor  food ;  but  at  the  end  of 
thole  days,  be,  like  other  men,  was  hungry. 

3  Satan  took  this  opportunity  to  come  to  him  in  fom£ 
vifible  form,  and,  accommodating  his  temptation  to 
the  circumftances  Cbrift  was  then  in,  faid  to  him.  If, 
as  has  been  publilhed  at  your  baptifm,  you  he  indeed 
the  Son  of  God,  let  me  fee  a  proof  of  it,  in  your  now- 
doing  fomething  for  your  own  relief :  Comtnand  thefe 
(tones  in  the  wildemefs,  or  fome  one  of  them,  to  b<J 
turned  into  bread,  that  you  may  at  once  (hew  your 
power,  and  eat  and  be  fafisfied. 

4  But  Jefus,  knowing  that  bis  defign  herein  was  to 
put  him  upon  a  needlefs  proof  of  his  relation  to  God  the 
Father,  and  upon  diftru  fling  his  care,  replied  in  the 
words  of  fcripture,  (Dcut.  viii.  3.)-  the  purport  of  which 
was.  That  the  life  of  man  is  not  fuftained  merely  by- 
bread,  but  by  the  will  and  command  of  God,  ana  by 
his  blefling  upon  whatever  his  providence  fhall  appoint 
and  afford  to  fupport  it. 

5  When  the  devil  found  hi mfelf  baffled  in  this  temp* 
tation,  be  moved  Chrift  to  go  along  with  him  to  Jeru- 
faUm  f  \  who  confenting,  went ;  and  when  they  were 
come  to  the  top  of  the  temple,  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
placed  on  the  upper  part  of  one  of  its  wings  or  battle¬ 
ments,  {trTipvj-wi). 

6  And  the  devil  having  raifed  him  to  fuch  a  danger* 
ous  and  formidable  height,  faid,  If  you  be  the  Son  of 
God,  throw  yourfclf  down  to  the  ground;  and  fee 
whether  God  will  interpofc  to  preferve  you  from  mif* 
chief  by  the  fall :  For,  fine*  you  pretend  to  make  the 
fcripture  your  rule,  it  is  written,  in  a  promife  particu¬ 
larly  oftheMefEab,  {PfaL  xci.  u,  !2.)  Hi  Jhall  give 
bit  angels  charge  aver  thee ,  and  in  tbeir  hands  Jball  they 
bear  thee  upt  left  at  any  time  tbou  dajb  thy  foot  againjk 
a  ft  one.  Here  is  your  warrant:  Why  then  fhould  you  not 
give  me  this  proof  of  that  <diara£ter  ?  If  you  ate  indeed, 
the  Son  of  God,  what  fhould  make  you  afraid  ? 

7  But  as  Satan  had  craftily  left  out  that  part  of  the 
text  which  relates  to  Chrift's  being  kept  in  all  bit  -ways 
to  which  God  fhonld  call  him;  Jefus  replied  in  the 
words  of  another  fcripture,  {Dcut.  vi<  l6<)  where  it  is 
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*  And  when 
the  tempter  came 
to  him,  ha  friJ, 
IT  thon  be  the 
Son  of  God, com* 
Bund  that  theft 
ftoies  be  made 
tread. 


4  But  be  an* 
frered  and- faid  ,(t 
it  written,  Man 
fliaU  rot  lire  by 
bread  lionet  b*t 
by  every  word 
tq;t  pro  cert  loch 
«u£  of  the  month 
of  God. 

^  S  Then  ihcdc* 
vH  taketh  him  up 
into  the  bdy  d» 
tyf  and  fttteth 
him  on  a  pinna* 
eJeof  the  temple, 


6  Aodfaithnn* 
to  him.  If  thou 
bcthcSooofCod, 
call  thy^lfdovn: 
for  it  is  written, 
lit  IHsJ]  give  hit 
angels  cin  rgrron  * 
oernine  thee^  and 
iufJttrlundgtbcy 
ftkaUbeartbcrtip, 
left1  at  anr  time 
thou daft)  toy  foot 
agiinft  a  tone. 


T  JcTot  faid  no* 
to  him,  Tt  as  writ¬ 
ten  again,  Thou 
(hah  not  tempt 
the  Lord  thy 
Cod 


N  O 

t  It  b  toocnrinn$  and  frivolouifo inquire 

whether  our  Lnrd  went  with  Salih  through 
the  air,  or  upon  the  ground  i  But  nhididvcr 
it  was*  there  Is  no  oec^fwit  to  fuppnfc  that 
hs  fo  far  put  Mndeh'  foto  tli*  pomer  &r;he 
WL.  I,  Pv  Iv 


written  1 

T  Ev  ,  . 

devil,  a*  to  go  to  any  plaee  without  hrs  own 
confeat*  Sauo  only  led  1dm,  of  hiiix 
along  with  him  to  Jnirfekw  (epoJSfJ,  it 
IinpreCei,  Labi*.  9* 

i  * 


*  Svittt 
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written,  Thmjhdk  not  tempt  the  Lord  ihy  Godz  m  i*  e. 
Thou  (halt  be  fatisfied  with  proper  and  reafonable  proofs 
ot  his  fatherly  care  of  thee;  and  (halt  not,  from  a  dif* 
truft  of  his  power  and  gooduefs  iu  the  ordinary  way  of 
providence*  wilfully  or  unnecdTarily  throw  thyfelf  into 
danger,  to  try  whether  God  will  work  a  miracle  for 
thee  or  not* 


9  A  pin  the 
dtvil  tifcttb  hi.n 

int<>an  txcenl* 
ing  high  moim- 
tain,  and  fhcurrth 
him  alt  I  he  king¬ 
dom  so  ;';heworU. 
and  cite  glory  of 
them.; 

*  And  faith 
uuifj  him,  All 
thrfe  thin-s  will 
I  thee,  if 

thi-ll  wilt  fail 
do^n  and  wor- 
Jiiip  me. 

Then  &iih 
Jefiis  unto  him* 
Qt c  thoc  hence, 
6a»:in  :  for  it  is 
written ,  Thou 
flialt  vorflup  the 
Lord  thy  God, 
and  him  only  Hull 
thou  ftrve. 


n  Then  Ux 
devil  leaveth  him, 
and  behold*  an* 
£r1scune and  mi- 
AiiVed  onto  him* 


it  How  when 
Jeftis  had  heiFd 
that  John  Msciit 
into  prifon,  he 
departed  into  Ga¬ 
lilee. 


8  When  Satan  was  disappointed  in  the  attempt, 
which  he  made  under  a  (hew  of  religion,  he  turned 
horribly  impious ;  and,  carrying  Chrift  up  to  a  very 
high  mountain,  rcprcfented  to  him  all  the  dates  ana 
kingdoms  of  this  world,  in  their  moft  glittering  pomp 
and  grandeur,  as  if  they  bad  really  been  before  bis  eyes; 

9  And  at  the  lame  time  made  him  an  offer  of  all  the 
honour,  riches,  power,  and  pleafure,  that  the  whole 
world  could  afford*  in  cafe  he  would  prOftrate  himfclf 
before  him,  and  pay  him  religious  worfhip,  as  many  of 
the  Gentile  idolaters  had  ufed  to  do* 

10  Then  Jcfus  turned  (holt 'upon  him  with  indigna¬ 
tion  and  abhorrence,  faying,  Othou  enemy  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  Majefly,  begone ;  I  can  bear  with  you  no  longer : 
For  what  you  now  fugged  is  an  attempt  upon  the  impe¬ 
rial  crown  of  heaven*  and  directly  "contrary  to  the  eter¬ 
nal  law  of  all  religious  worfhip*  which  confines  it  to 
God  alone*  as  appears  from  what  is  written,  [Deut*  vi. 
13.  and  at.  20.)  the  plain  meaning  of  which  is,  Thau 

/bait  vtorjbip  the  Lord  ihy  Gody  and  him  ezdy  Jbalt  thou 
ferve* 

11  The  devil  was  now  entirely  vanquilhed ;  and, 
having  no  further  hope  of  fuccefs*  nor  yet  being  able  to 
refill  ChriR's  word  of  command*  quitted  the  field  to  the 
great  Conqueror :  And  as  foon  as  he  had  left  him*  the 
holy  angels  +  came  to  him*  nottoaffift  him  in  the  con- 

for  the  battle  was  now  over*  but  to  congratulate 
his  glorious  viftories,  and  to  fupply  him  with  the  re- 
frelhmems  of  nature  that  were  needful  after  his  great 
fatigue  and  long  fading. 

12  Some  confiderable  rime  after  thefe  things*  Jefus 
hearing  that  John  the  Baptijl  was  thrown  into  prifon* 
he*  to  avoid  the  fury  of  the  Pbafifeti)  withdrew  to  a 
great  diftance  in  the  Upper  GaBlees  that  there  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  continuing  to  preach  the  gofpel 
during  John’s  confinement* 


NOTES. 


13  And 


*  fuppoft*  that  Chrifl,  in  ailedpng  ^niVci'  moil  fuitablt  to  rbc  nature  of  the 
thh  pufftgc  of  icriprure,  iutimai&i  Mmftlf  ut  tenipmaim, 
bfthe  IxrJ  Gcd  j  a  ad  that  therefore  it  kj* 


i  in  Sttan  to  tempi  him,  Hut  the  ttnio  |  This  was  prohibit  In  foioo  viJibKc  ap- 
^ven  in  the  ivcA*  co  niakv  the  pcjrauccs* 


Ch.  hr. 

13  And  lea  - 
vingNxumh,  he 
came  and  duelr 
in  Gtpcniaujl)  , 
which  h upon the 
fea-coaft,  in  the 
border*  of  Zabu- 
loo  aod  Naphtha- 
lien: 


14  That  it 
might  be  fulfilled 
which  waifpoXen 
bv  Efriwtrapro- 
pnpt,  frying, 
if  Thebodof 
Zabnlon,  and  the 
land  of  Naphtha¬ 
line  by  the  w*y 
•f  theft*,  herood 
Jordan,  Galilee  of 
the  Gentile*: 

rtf  The  p to* 
pie  which  fat  la 
darfcncft  >  frw 
great  light,  and 
to  them  which  fre 
in  the  region  and 
fiudowof  death, 
light  if  fpnmg 
upw 


t7  From  thac 
time  Jefn*  begin 
to  preach,  and  to 

fry,  Repent,  for 
the  kingdom  of 
hcivcaisathand* 


vB  And  Jefiia 
walking  by  the 
fcaof  Galilee,  fr  or 
two  brethren,  SU 
man,  cdkdPet* 
cr,  and  Andrew 
bis  brother,  call¬ 
ing  a  net  into  (be 
fra  ;  (for  they 

vw  fiiW] 

1  p  And  be 
frith  uftt  a  them* 
Follow  roc,  and 
I  will  make  yon 
iilicre  of  men* 


Tbs  Evdngelij}  Matthew  farapbrafcd .  19 

13  And  quitting  bis  abode  at  Nazareth,  (which  lay 
in  .the  Lower  Galilee,  near  the  confines  of  Iffacbar ,) 
where  he  bad  been  brought  up,  and  dwelt  rill  his  bap- 
tifm,  {Mark  i.  9.)  and  where  the  people  afterwards  re¬ 
jected  him  in  his  public  miniftry,  and  offerer-  •riolcnce 
to  him  through  their  unbelief,  {Luke  iv.  39*)  oe  went 
and  took  up  his  refidence  at  Capernaum,  a  large  city  of 
the  Upper  Galilee,  near  the  lea  of  Tiber'uu,  (which  is 
alfo  called  the  fea  of  Galilee,  ami  th'-  lake  of  Geruttfarct,). 
in  the  tribe'  of  Nepthali ,  bordering  upon  that  of  Za- 
bulon  t 

14  And  he  removed  thither,  that  by  bis  abode,  and 
preaching,  and  working  miracles  there,  the  prophecy 
of  Ifaiab  might  be  fulfilled,  (chap.  ix.  1,  a.)  laying, 

15,  16.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  of  Z.a- 
bul bn,  and  the  country  of  NaptkaH,  feated.  hy  the 
fea  beyond  the  river  Jordan,  even  Galilee  of  the 
Gentiles ,  where  they  reforted  for  traiEck,  and  were 
mixed  with  the  Jews  :  This  people,  that  fat  in 
grofe  darknefs  and  great  diftrefs,  under  the  ^ower  of 
fin  and  Satan,  have  feen  an  excellent  and  important 
light  by  the  Sun  of  rigbtcouihcfs’s  tiling  upon  them  ; 
and  they  that  were  in  fo  extremely  miferable  and  danger¬ 
ous  a  cafe,  and  continued  fo  long  contented  in  it,  that 
they  might  be  faid  to  Jit  in  the  very  region  and  fliadow 
of  death,  juft  upon  the  coniines  of  eternal  deftm&ion; 
cothefe  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the  blefled  God 
has  appeared,  Ihining  more  and  more  to  the  perfect  day. 

1 7  From  the  time  of  Chrift’s  coming  into  thefe  parts, 
he  began  to  preach  to  the  people  in  the  fame  manner  as 
John  the  Baptift  had  before,  faying,  The  grace  of  the 
gofpel  is  now  brought  near  to  you  }  and  let  this  excite 
and  encourage  you  to  repent  of  yout  former  evil  thoughts 
and  ways,  and  turn  to  God  from  all  your  iniquities, 
(See  the  note  on  chap.  iii.  2.) 

15  And  as  he  was  walking  near  Capernaum,  upon 
the  Ihore  of  the  fea  of  Galilee ,  he  faw  two  fifliermen, 
that  were  brethren,  calling  their  net  into  the  fea:  One 
was  Simon,  who  was  called  Peter and  the  other  was 
Andrew  ;■  men  in  low  life,  and  of  mean  education,  but 
induftrious  in  their  hufinels.' 

19  And  he  faid  to  them  both,  Give  yourfidves  up  to 
my  authority,  do&rine,  and  example,  and  I  will  put 
yoa  into  a  more  excellent  calling,  and  employ  you  in 
a  much  more  honourable  work ;  for  inflead  of  catching 
fiQi  with  nets,  1  will  make  you  the  iuftruments  of  ga¬ 
thering  fouls  to  me  by  the  gofpel,  and  tnrnflsting  them 
from  the  power  of  Satan  into  my  kingdom. 

p.  i.  £  2 


20  And 


so  7 %e  EvangeliJI  Matthew  parapbrafed.  Cb.  iv. 


io  And  ifacy  20  And  foch  power  went  forth  with  bis  word  to 
^■,*7. their  hearts,  that  it  immediately  gained  their  eon- 
bwcd  bin/.  '  fent ;  for,  in  obedience  to  his  call,  they  inftantly  left 
their  billing  trade,  and,  cleaving  with  full  purpofe  of 
heart  to  him,  furrendered  themfelves  to  his  difpofal  and 
command. 

«*i*Fnffn"1iS»ctS  11  ®oon  *^ter  38  k*  wa*  going  from  that  place 
tie  few  other  two  with  thefe  difcipks,  he  met  with  'another  pair  of  brethren, 
brethren,  Jemct  who  were  alfo  filhermen,  and  were  not  idle,  but  mead* 
»ng  their  nets  in  a  boat  with  .their  father  Zebedee  j  one 
thtt,  jna  s  tbip  was  Jama,  whom  Herod  afterwards  killed  with  the 
wit hZrbedcetheJr  fword,  {Ads  xii.  2.) ;  and  the  other  was  John,  who  he* 
th<*r ndr*1"*®!  came  both  an  apoftle  and  facred  hiftorian ;  and  Jcfua 
tic  called  tbciM.  called  thefe,  juft  as  he  had  called  the  other  two  before, 
and  for  the  fame  purpofe,.  that  he  might  employ  them 
in  the  nobler  fer vices  of  his  kingdom. 

__  »*  And  they  22  And  he  no  fooner  fpoke  to  them,  but  they  felt 
SlSSSiK  the  extraordinary  power  of  his  pace  upon  their  Uis, 
rathe.-,  and  M-  which  engaged  them  immediately  to  leave  their  fecular 
lowed  him.  trade,  profits,  and  relations,  and  to  follow  him,  that 
they  might  learn  of  him,  and  give  themfelves  up  to  the 
work  to  which  he  called  them. 

wm^aiK  *3  AniJ  «*(;  thefe  difciples  Jrfus  travelled  through 
kite,  inching  in  all  parts  of  Galilee,  mftruiung  the  people  publicly  m 
thdr  fytv»£0£oes.  their  places  of  religious  worihip,  and  privately  every 
where  elfc,  as  opportunities  offered  v  infifting,  in  all  his 
don,  and  he=Tbg  difeourfes,  on  the  things  that  relate  to  the  kingdom  of 
>U BEinncrof (kis>  grace  and  glory;  and  confirming  the  divine  authority, 
truth,  and  excellence  of  his  do&rine,  by  merciful  and 
■weg  c  lie  people,  miraculous  cures  of  all  fans,  even  of  the  greateft  and 
mod  dangerous  diieafes,  as  well  as  of  the  lefler  infir- 


44  And  tm  fame 
wtnt  throughout 
4*1  Syria  ;  and 
they  bnwriit  un¬ 
to  him  all  f*ic 
people  that  were 
fcita*  wkb  divers 
dif- 


mitics*  that  any  people  were  affiifted  with, 

24  By  this  means  his  renown  fpread  abroad  through 
the  neighbouring  country  of  Syria So  that  all  who  had 
any  chronical  and  languishing,  or  acute  and  raging 
diicafics,  of  what  nature  or  kind  foever ;  and  all  that 
were  corporally  pofiefled  by  devils  *,  and  fueh.as  were 


H  O 

•  Let  h  he  ©fcferrwl  for  all,  thai  the 
fsgffid  lvith  dtvitt  cannot  ineau  ooty  person  a 
adiiAcd  with  frmc  ftmiiw  difufe ;  for  they 
are  and  in  other  plant,  evidently  di¬ 
rt  inguttbed  from  the  d: leafed :  And  ChriA's 
fpezkiog  on  various  ©ccsfj©«$  to  ihcfr  evil 
fpiriia  a*  diSiruft  from  the  pedoo*  jio&ficd 
ly  them;  hk  ommaodinj*  them,  *tut  afkvtg 
them  and  Teeetvinj  an!  from 

tbrn*,  or  not  them  to  ;  and 

drentnih*)^  ditbg  to  the  terrible 
jhyetrraafuml  erfrift*  they  had  up  in  the  juif- 
itleU,  ud  lo  4*  manner  of  ChrUt\  tafl'ug 


T  £* 

them  cm,  and  partlcubrfy  thHr  eikinf  and 
obtaining  leave  to  enter  tike  herd  of  mot, 
and  hurrying  them  headlong  into  the  fa; 
ran  nmr  be  tecomited  for  by  any  diftcatprr 
vlisttbcver.  And  whereas  inftanees  of  foch 
pofleffion*  are  not  fo  commonly  to  be  met 
with  before,  or  £not  the  d»y»  of  our  SaTbor 
oh  emh  :  ix  Scents  to  hive  been  ordered  by  4 
fpeckl  provider  ee>  that  they  fhottfd  be  fof- 
fcred  to  he  more  frequent  then,  that  he,  who 
c*me  :oddiroy  the  *ork;  of  the  devfl,  might 
cSfc  more  remarkably  and  vifiblj  triomph  o- 
vs  r  hhn  i  iud  chat  ail  tbc  Icgtoui  of  httl 

might 


Ch.  iv. 

difeifa)  and  tor- 
irenu;  uuldkafc 
whfch  were  pof- 
feflrd  witbderiJs, 
and  tbofe  'which 
we  lunatic,  ind 
fhoTc  that  h*l  the 
paJfy  ;  tad  he 
healed  them. 

iff  And  there 
full  owM  him  gnat 
nQltituikiofp^ 
pkB  fions  Gail, 
kc,  and  fr*m  Dc- 
Mpoli*,  and  from 
JeraUterp  ,  md 
from  judci,  and 
from  beyond  Joi- 
fUi* 


fbe  Evangels]}  Ma  t  t  he  w  paraphrafed.  j  i 

diftra£fced  at  certain  changes  of  the  moon,  and  paralytic 
pcribnsj  vhofe  diftempers  were  reckoned  among  the 
incurablef  were  brought  to  him  }  and  he,  in  the  great* 
nefs  of  bis  divine  power  and  contmifGon,  freely  and 
perfc£Uy  healed  them  in  an  infant :  He  only  fpafce  the 
word  and  it  was  done  ;  juft  as,  in  the  creation  of  this 
world,  God Jktd i  Let  it  be  fcf  and  it  was  /o* 

25  And  abundance  of  people,  being  moved  by  thefe 
wonderful  appearances,  crowded  after  him  from  all 
parts  far  and  near,  even  from  Galilee^  and  Dtcapolis  (a 
country  which  contained  ten  cities  bordering  upon  Sy - 
rid,  and  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Gentiles,)  and  front 
JtrufiiSem  and  fudeas  and  from  beyond  Jordan^  to  fee 
his  miracles,  and  hear  him  preach ;  fome  out  of  curio* 
fity,  others  out  of  envy,  others  to  get  cures,  and  0* 
thers  to  learn  of  him  for  their  own  fpmtual  and  favine 
benefit. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

God  atone  is  the  objeft  of  all  religious  worship ;  and  to  them  wfiofe  trraft  and 
dependence  arc  fat  oa  him  in  the  way  of  duty,  his  word  and  providence  will  af¬ 
ford  L-very  needful  feciirity  and  fupply*  How  artfully  would  Satan  turn  tis  off 
from  Cod,  by  pervert  mg  the  foriptures*  and  fettmg  before  us  the  allurements  of 
this  world;  and  how  powerful  arc  his  afiauksl  hut  how  eaiUy  can  the  fuperior 
witdom  and  power  of  our  great  Lord  confound  and  overcome  him  !  Clirift’s  con¬ 
quers  are  the  ground  of  the  believer's  hope  and  fefety ;  and  in  tils  ftreogth,  and 
after  his  example,  we  Ihould  ufethe  fword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of 
God,  and  is  divinely  fufficient  to  defeat  All  the  temptations  of  the  evil  one,  and 
bring  os  off  with  viftory  and  advantage*  How  wonderful  were  our  Lord's  works, 
and  how  glorious  was  his  fame  I  with  what  tagernefe  did  innumerable  multi¬ 
tudes  flock  about  him,  though  with  different  views,  and  many  even  from  GtntiU 
countries  1  And  O  whit  a  bfcfled  Saviour  have  vre !  The  grace  of  his  kingdom  is 
the  moft  engaging  motive  to  true  repentance  x  For  he  has  brought  life  and  immor¬ 
tality  to  light  by  the  gofpel,  difooflefles  Satin,  and  flirds  the  Tight  of  the  glory  of 
God  in  a  dark  world,  and  In  the  darkest  fools;  yea,  he  freaks  to  the  very  heart, 
that  he  may  gain  fohinifelf  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  hrs  power;  and  when 
Chrift  calls,  it  is  our  duty,  honour,  and  advantage,  to  leave  all  soul  follow  him, 
whether  it  be  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  dutvtuary,  or  in  the  faith  and  obedience  of  pri¬ 
vate  life* 

NOTE. 

might  he  put  to  the  more  open  and  difmay~  which  drilled  the  evidence  of  an gels  or  fpi* 
ing  Quusc,  =t  a  time  when  their  po wer'w«  rit*,  {AHs  jucfih  9.)  and  prevailed  among 
as  its  higheff  both  in  the  fbub  and  bodies  of  the  chief  men  of  figure  and  lemming  ia  ihofg 
men  ;  as  alfo  that  plain  fe&s  might  be  a  ien-  ckya. 
hole  confutation  of  the  Satldueta#  error. 


CHAP.  V. 

The  former  part  if  Chrijl*r  ferment  on  the  mount.  The  bhjftngs  he  pro¬ 
nounces.  I, —  II.  The  duties  be  enjoins,  13, — 20.  And  the  mijiakes 
he  ctrrsfli)  hj  bis  interpretation  of  tbs  iav, 21 , — 48. 

B  3 


Para- 


3  2  The  Evangel:]}  ’HLattUZ'V  paraphrafid*  Ch,  v. 


Tc  StT* 

And  fcring 
the  mnki- 
tmlc5,  he  went  Up 
into  4  mountain  i 
and  when  he  va* 
fex,  bis  diieipks 
cane  unto  hiiu. 


%  And  be  o- 
penedhu  innuth, 
and  taught  them, 
'faying, 


j  Tlleflcd  an 
the  poor  in  fpi- 
ritj  for  theirs  u 
the  ^flgdom  of 
bavuk 


4  RldTtd  ere 
they  that  mmrn: 
for  they  Jh^y  be 
eomfortciL 


S  BUflrd  art 
The  meek  ;  for 
they  (hill  inherit 
the  earth. 


Paraphrase, 

■VTTI  Ien  viift  multitudes  were  brought  together  by  the 
**  fame  of  Chrift’s  miracles,  his 'heart  was  moved 
with  campaffion  to  peri  (Ling  fouls,  as  well  as  to  difeaftd 
bodies :  And  for  the  convenience  of  getting  out  of  the 
preis,  and  of  being  the  better  heard,  he  went  up  a  hill 
that  was  near  him  in  G alike  ;  and,  fitting  down  after 
the  manner  of  the  JcwiJb  doctors,  his  difciplcs  drew 
nigh,  and  flood  before  him  to  hear  his  difeourfe, 

2  Then,  in  the  audience  of  the  people,  he  lifted  op 
his  voice  with  great  folemnity  and  earneftnefs,  giving 
the  following  inftru&ions,  forne  of  which  were  peculiar 
to  bis  difciplcs,  and  others  common  to  all.  And,  like 
the  Saviour  who  was  come  to  make  his  people  happy, 
and  to  encourage  their  obedience,  he  began  his  fermon 
in  pronouncing  siftings  upon  them  under  various  cha- 
ra tiers  and  circumffances,  faying, 

3  They  are  truly  blelfed,  and  I  will  make  them  (o, 
who  have  low  thoughts  of  tbemfelves,  are  humbly  fen- 
fible  of  their  ownignorance,  fitiiulnefs,  and  infufficiency, 
and  are  defirous  to  be  taught  of  God ;  whofe  hearts  are 
likewife  weaned  from  the  riches,  honours,  and  plea- 
fures  of  tbU  life,  and  are  ready  to  part  with  all  things 
here  for  the  gofpePs  fake  ;  and  who,  though  they  may 
be  poor  in  this  world,  are  not  high-fpirited  and  dif- 
(aiisficd  with  the  difpofols  of  God’s  providence,  hut 
humbly  fuhmit  to  his  will,  and  elteem  heavenly  blcf- 
fings  as  the  heft  of  all '  treafures  :  Thcfe  are  already 
blefled,  and  fhall  be  fo  for  ever ;  for  they  have  a  (hare 
and  intereft  in  all  the  riches  ancThonours  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  grace  here,  and  of  the  kingdom  of  glory  here¬ 
after. 

4  Blefled  are  they  that  are  now  mourning  after  a 
godly  fort,  with  contrite  hearts  and  broken  (pirits, 
under  a  fen  (e  of  their  fins,  and  of  the  miseries  which 
they  deferrcdly  feel  or  are  expofed  to :  For  their 
wounded  (pirits  (hall  be  healed,  and  they  that  thus 
four  in  tears,  (hall  reap  with  joy ;  they  (hail  in  due 
fuafon  be  revived  wirh  the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghofl, 
and  (lull  enter  at  length  into  the  everlalling  joy  of 
their  Lord. 

5  Blefled  are  they  who,  fenfible  of  their  own  un- 
worthiuefc,  and  of  God’s  great  goo  JneCj  and  pardoning 
grace,  take  every  thing  well  at  his  hands,  and  quietly 
bow  to  his  holy  and  fovereign  will  in  all  things,  with¬ 
out  murmuring  and  fretting;  and  who  arc  affable, 
gentle  and  patient  to  their  fellow-creatures,  .hardly 
provoked  and  eafily  appeafed :  Theft  meek  fouls  are 

happy  jj 


Ch«  v. 


I 'he  Evangelijl  Matthew  paraphrafed .  «  j 

happy;  far  they,  by  the  blcfling  of  Providence,  fhall 
have  as  much  of  this  world  as  is  bed  for-  them,  and 
(hall  quietly  enjoy  it  with  the  good-will  and  friendfhip 
of  God  and  man,  and  with  the  greated  tranquillity  and 
fatisfadinn  in  their  own  minds. 

%  BWTed  att  6  Blefied  are  they  who  have  a  high  value  for,  and 
th*r  "bSAu ,d?  deep  concern  about,  the  everlalting  righteoufnefs  I  am 
Sfter^riSfwoS'-  coinc  t0  bring  io  to  juftify  them  that  believe  in  me,  and 
»c[« :  lor  ihcy  about  their  being  renewed  in  holinefs  after  the  image 
fiuilb«  Cfltd.  of  Cod  for  all  obedience  to  him ;  and  who  are  as  ear- 
neffly  and  heartily  ddirous  of  thefe  things,  as  an  hun¬ 
gry  and  thirfty  man  is  of  meat  and  drink,  fo  that  they 
cannot  be  fattsfied  without  them  :  They  lha.it  have  the 
dcGre  of  their  fouls ;  my  righteoufnefs  fhall  anfwer  for 
them,  and  my  grace  fhall  make  them  holy  in  heart 
and  life  j.and  all  the  bleffings  of  the  gnfpel  fhall  be 
theiis. 

t  BiWTnt  art  7  Blefied  are  they  who  put  on  bowels  of  mercy,  and, 
the  manful  i  for  upon  truly  pious  and  evangelical  principles,  are  com  - 
they  Hull  obtain  and  ready  to  deal  tenderly  with,  and  relieve 

tMIC'r  the  mifenble  {  to  forgive  injuries,  aad  forbear  feveri- 

ties,  when  they  have  an  advantage  again!!  any  {  to  di- 
ftribute  to  the  ncceflitics  of  the  poor;  to  fyropathize 
with  and  fuccour  the  aiHiAed  >  to  pity  tbe  ignorant, 
and  do  what  in  than  lies  to  convert  £  oners  from  the 
errors  of  their  ways ;  and  to  comfort  fuch  as  are  of 
forrowful  hearts :  For  they  are  under  the  protnife,  and 
fhall  obtain  mercy  of  God  and  man,  anfwerable  to  theic 
wants. 

8  BkJKd  are  8  Blefied  are  they  whofe  religion  is  pure  and  unde- 
tic  pure  in  hrair:  filed,  wbofe  hearts  are  purified  hy  faith,  whofe  confci- 
fcr^tlwy  Dull  fee  enccg  arc  purged  from  guilt,  wbofe  tempers  are  formed 

for  holinefe  and  obedience,  and  who  are  cleatifed  from, 
all  allowed  hypoertfy,  pride,  and  fenfuality :  Thefe  are 
hlefled  indeed;  for  God  will  manifefl  himfelf  to  them 
here,  fo  as  he  doth  not  to  the  world  ;  and  they  fhall 
have  tbe  beatific  vifiou  and  enjoyment  of  him  for 
ever. 

9  Bldtd  art  9  BldTed  are  they  who  are  of  a  peaceable  difpofition, 

kerf  ■P*frtr  "  "h*"  ^ovc  an<l  endeavour  to  maintain  and' promote  peace, 

fli"l  be  allot  the  aRd  to  repair  its  breaches  among  their  families,  neigh - 
duIdKn  of  God.  bourhood,  and  acquaintance,  anil  in  all  religious  and 

civil  focieties,  as  far  as  they  have  opportunity,  and  cau 
do  it  in  confidence  with  truth  and  purity :  Thefe  are 
blefied }  for  this  character  proves  them  to  be  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  that  bear  bis  like  nets ;  and  they  fhall  be 
owned  as  fuch,  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges  that  belong 
to  the  adoption  of  fons. 

B  4  10  BkC- 


*4 

J6  Btfflcd 
*rg  ehey  which 
arc  jHr&riitfil 
fur  righteoufbcQi 
fake  :  for  t hdw 
is  du  kingdom  of 
Jieiv^n. 

ji  BlefTcd  rt« 
yc  when  m  to  fttall 
revile  you*  and 
per  frciitc  yoa+  and 
Hull  (ay  all  jfiift- 
nerofe?tl*gai|ifi 
yonfalldylor  my 


i&  Rrjow , 
and  m  exceeding 
pfad:  fur  grraf 
Ji  your  reward  in 
heaven :  for  to 
perfccwlcd  they 
the  proplfeU 
which  were  be- 


foKyop+ 


t*  Ye  are  the 

fklt  of  the  earth  : 
hat  if  the  fait 
have  loft  hij»  fa* 

rant,  wherewith 
fbdl  it  be  fAlrett  ? 
It  is  thenceforth 
good  foTQAibing, 
bat  to  bread  out, 
and  to  be  trodden 
voder  fqpt  of 


14  Ye  n  the 
light  of 
World,  A 
that  is  fet  on  an 
UHcanufrtUbifL 
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10  Blefled  are  they  who  with  faith  and  patience  un¬ 
dergo  the  fevereft  perfections  for  my  fake  and  the  go- 
fpel's,  and  for  their  Gonfcieorious  adherence  to,  and  pro- 
feffion  of  my  truths  and  ways  1  For  they  are  indeed  my 
fubje&s,  and  fhall  have  the  comforts  and  bleflings  of  my 
kingdom. 

j  r  As  to  you,  my  difciples,  ye  fhall  be  truly  hi  died 
when  ungodly  men  fhall  load  you  with  reproaches,  and 
persecute  you  even  to  imprilonment  and  death,  and 
fhall  give  tbemfelves  liberty  to  ratfe  all  manner  of  ca¬ 
lumnies  again  ft  you,  with  lies  and  falfebood,  on  my  ac¬ 
count,  becaufe  ye  keep  a  good  conference  toward  me  ; 
as  they  particularly  will  tbofe  of  you,  whom  I  have 
chofeo  to  preach  my  holy  dodtrinc,  in  oppofition  to  their 
lulls  and  prejudices. 

12  Do  not  be  difeou raged  at  it,  but  count  it  your 
glory,  rejoice  and  triumph  in  it :  For  God  will  make 
you  a  rich  amends;  and  your  light  q§Uft'tont  -which  it 
but  for  4  moment)  fhall,  by  his  gracious  ordination  and 
influence,' -j/ar/-  for  you  a  f(tr  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  gfary.  And  do  not  think  that  God  deals 
hardly  with  you  in  fuAering  thefe  things  to  befal  you  in 
the  way ;  For  juft  in  this  manner  the  holy  prophets, 
your  predeceflors  of  old,  were  called  to  cruel  mockiogs; 
hardfhips  and  fufferiogs,  and  bore  them  patiently ;  but 
they  are  now  got  above  them  all,  and  are  exalted  with 
peculiar  marks  of  honour  in  heaven. 

13  Befides,  it  is  proper  for  you  to  confider,  that  as 
fait  is  ufed  for  feafoning}  fo  ye,  as  teachers  and  exam- 

{des  to  the  world,  are  to  difliife  the  favour  of  my  know- 
edge  in  doftrice  and  pra£Kce,  where-ever  ye  go :  If, 
therefore,  your  hearts  are  feafoned  with  grace,  your 
doctrines  found,  and  yonr  lives  exemplary,  ye  will  be 
indeed  bleflings  to  the  worldi  the  means  of  purging  out 
its  corruptions  in  faith  and  manners,  and  of  making 
great  multitudes  of  converts  acceptable  to  God,  and 
pfcful  to  men.  But  if  ye  ftiould  difgrace  your  charac¬ 
ter,  and  degenerate  into  an  unfaithful,  cold  and  carnal 
temper,  corrupt  potions,  and  licentious  lives;  what  can 
ever  make  you  good  and  profitable?  There  will  be  little 
pr  no  hope  of  your  recovery;  but  ye  will  become  the 
moft  worthless  and  contemptible  of  all  men,  and  be 
treated  accordingly. 

14  Ye  are  to  make  me  known,  and  fpread  abroad  Hie 


d*  light  of  my  gofpd  in  a  dark  world,  and  by  inftrudion 
^  and  example  to  direfl  tinners  into  the  way  of  lalration  ; 
and  what  ye  fay  and  do  will  be  expofed  to  every  one's 
obfer  ration,  like  a  city  that  is  built  upon  a  hill,  and 

cap*. 


Ch.  v. 
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cannot  bnt  be  taken  notice  of  by  them  that  are 
near  it. 

d  Neither  do  15  And  it  k  indeed  for  thia  purpofe  that  I  have  can¬ 
dle™?*  VST  y°°  *°  he  my  difciples  and  fervams :  For  as  men  do 
dCTabJhd:  but  not  TO  light  a  candle  with  defign  to  conceal  it,  by 
on  •  mdUKA,  whelming  it  under  a  bufhel,  or  Ihutting  it  up  in  an  ob- 
irtdUairethKgbt  fo,re  place,  that  none  may  fee  its  but  they  fet  it  in  a 
in  she  Sonic.  candleibck,  that  it  may  give  hght  to  all  the  room 
where  it  is,  and  that  the  company  may  have  the  benefit 
of  it; 

r«  L«  yonr  16  So  ye  ougbt  to  take  care  that  the  light  of  your 
Dghi  fo  (line  be-  and  converfation  (bine  with  conspicuous  luitre 

tbey  may  fo your  and  punty*  in  ™  view  of  ail  men*  where-ever  yc  ares 
goad  warkt,  and  that  they,  beholding  them,  may  be  brought,  under  the 
^!«wludsTi/la  *n^uence  divine  grace,  to  efteem,  acknowledge,  and 
beam.  admire  the  great  excellence  of  real  religion  as  displayed 

in  you,  and  to  embrace  and  praclife  it  themfelvcs,  to 
the  glory  of  your  beavenly  Father. 

it  THsk  dm  17  Do  not  imagine  that  I  am  come  to  abrogate  the 
dcftmthebwor  nrofa^  law»  “  to  ^c£  slide  *he  prophets,  or  teach  any 
the  prophet*:  T  thing  contrary  to  the  deGgn  of  the  writings  of  the  Old  ' 
an  not  come  to  Tdramenr.  No;  lo  far  from  this,  that  my  great  aim 
but  w  and  work  is  to  confirm  them;  I  am  come  to  eftabliili 
the  moral  law  as  an  ever  falling  rule  of  rigbteou&icis,  to 
explain  and  enforce  it,  and  to  vindicate  it  from  die  falfe 
and  injurious  glofles  that  have  been  put  upon  it 5  I  am 
likewise  come  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefe,  by  a  pcrfonal 
and  liuiverfal  obedience  to  it,  and  by  fubmitdng  to  the . 
ordinances,  and  anfwering  the  types,  of  the  ceremonial 
law,  and  to  accomplilh  the  ancient  promifss  and  pro- 
phecies  j  in  a  word,  1  am  come  to  fill  up  (n^«)  all 
the  defe&s  of  the  Old-Teftament  difpenfation. 

18  Porvctilyl  *8  For  I,  with  the  greateil  folemnicy,  affure  you, 
fiy  unto you, Till  that  no  part  of  the  typical  ceremonies  of  the  law  (hall 
be  unfulfilled,  and  no  obligation  of  the  moral  law  Hull 
Sm  rinkfflhii  in  he  waved:  But  I  will  go  through  a  courfe  of  cxa& obc- 
nowiiepafifVotn  dience  in  every  thing  incumbent  on  me,  as  made,  under 
fite***  the  law,  to  the  end  of  my  days  upon  earth;  and  wiil 
furnilh  my  difciples  with  new  motives  and  afliftanccs  to 
anfwcr  their  natural  and  moral  obligations  through  all  a- 
ges,  till  time  Dial)  be  no  more. 

i^Wboioevcr.  19  Whoever  therefore  (hall  wilfully  fet  afide  and 
therefore,  (hall  t ran fg refs  any  one,  even  of  the  itaft  of  thefe  moral 
1^(1  commands,  as  if  they  might  be  difpenfed  with,  and 

ment*,  sud  (hall  (ball  encourage  or  teach  others  to  do  Co  lifcewife ;  be 
Iwibecdfed tile  lhall  forfeit  his  chara&er  of  being  my  difciple,  and  IhaU 
l«aft  ia  the  king-  be  looked  upon  as  unworthy  to  be  a  fubjed,  and  much 
Aim  of  haven;  njore  an  officer,  in  my  kingdom;  But,  on  the  other 
*+  hind. 


*6 

but  whofo-cw 
fllaHdn,  and  teach 
thtm ,  the  hme 
frail  ^  be  called 
gnat  in  the  king** 
of  beawik 


ao  FcrliaTOnto 
you/I'hat  except 
your  rirfitcouf- 
nefs  frail  tutted 
#kf  rigtowj/tff/jof 
Che  lctilicfi  and 
Fharifre^yelbill 
in  no  cafe  enter 
into  the  kingriimi 
vf  heuven. 
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hand,  he  that  (hall  maintain  die  neceffity  of  the  law's 
being  fulfilled)  and  (hall  have  a  tonfeientiotw  refpe&to 
all  God’s  commands)  upon  a  principle  of  love  to  him, 
and  of  faith  in  me,  and  (hall  inftrna  and  encourage  o- 
thert  to  do  the  fume)  (hall  be  highly  honoured  among 
the  chief  of  my  fubjecla  and  fervants. 

20  For  I  tell  you,  that  *  unlefa  ye  be  interefted  in 
the  evcrlafting  righteoufheCs,  which  I  as  the  Meffiah 
am  come  to  hring  in  by  fulfilling  the  law,  and  which  is 
every  way  perfed  and  fuperior  to  the  righteoufnefs  fof 
the  Scribet  and  Pbartjces ;  and  unlefa  your  perfonal 
righteoufnefs  be  more  excellent)  fpiriraal,  and  ex  ten  - 
five,  in  conformity  to  the  moral  law,  than  that  which 
is  found  iti  thofe  high  pretenders  to  holinefs,  who  are 
hypocritical  and  partial  in  their  obedience)  and  truft  in 
themfclves.that  they  are  righteous;  ye  (hall  on  no  ac¬ 
count  wiiatfoevcr  be  admitted  to  the  Uclfings  of  the 
kingdom  of  grace  here,  or  of  the  kingdom  of  glory 
hereafter.  ■  r 


it  Yc  hare  2 1  Now  to  give  you  fome  fpecimensof  thefe  mens 
h* «"** *•**)  •*  '*’**  defeds,  chiefly  relating  to  their  interpretations  and  ob- 
oU  tune,  CThon  fcrvaoces  of  the  moral  law,  Ye  cannot  but  bare  heard, 
A  •!(  not  kill;  and  that  in.  this  law,  as  delivered  by  Mcfety  it  was  faid  to 
wW^rCvril  the  people  of  old  j),  Thou  /bait  not  murder  t  and  wboe- 
danger  of  the  *er  >s  guilty  of  this  crime  /ball  be  adjudged  and  put  ta 
judgmeuL  death}  (Exod  xx.  13.  xxi.  12.) :  And  ye  hereby  appre¬ 

hend,  that  there  is  no  guilt  in  any  thing  of  this  nature 
and  tendency,  except  a  wilful  murder  be  adually  com¬ 
mitted. 

»r  Km  1  fry  unto  22  But  I  fay  unto  you,  that,  by  the  true  intent  of 

foc^is* angry  God’s  law,  whomever  (hall  fo  much  as  indulge  rafli, 
with  bis  brother  wrathful,  and  caufdds  anger  %>  or  a  malicious  revenge- 
with-  fgl 


NOTES. 

*  As  it  was  prophefied  that  the  Mri&ah  to.  their  fanhedrims,  or  teachers  in  ibdr 
(botild  sub  rmsii(|jil»i  far  mi  bring  fclioola  or  in  their  fyu^giKt :  They  art  the 

iti  tnerMigg  rigiiaufueft,  (Dsn.  ix  14.) ;  Am*  fort  of  men  that  at  other  timet  are  call* 
and  our  Saviour,  in  tue  two.ncxt  foregoing  ed  lawyers ;  and  are  frequently  mentioned 
verfc,  but  one,  had  fpokeo  of  his  Coirung  to  together  with  the  Fbarifcts,  became  they  were 
fulfil  tit  law  and  tie  prvplxls ;  i  do  not  fa  moftly  of  that  fc£t,  and  profefied  like  ftrift- 
why  what  he  here  fays  about  the  rieblaouf-  nefs  with  diem  in  ob  faring  the  law.  Pry- 
neir  which  exceeds  ihu  of  the  Jinbes  end  dtaax's  CaoneB.  Fai.  IS-  f.  joj. 

Phorifiei,  may  not  refer  back  to  all  thole  H  Tvi;  in  the  dative  cafe.  Sec 

verfes,  and  fo  take  in  tile  righieoufficfs  of  Wiith- 

juftificarion  as  well  as  of  fanfliiication,  to  1  Otir  I^jrd  here  does  not  condemn  ail 
give  a  hint  of  what  was  afterwards  to  be  (note  forts  of  anger  j  but  only  that  which  it  eanfa 
fully  explained,  about  his  being  the  end  of  the  left  eml  revengeful :  For  anger  is  a  natural 
hw  far  ngbieoafntfs  to  every  oat  chat  be&tws  ;  paffion  of  human  nature*  and  Qind  him- 
and  the  rtthttaafnefs  of  Gad  being  by  fiu. th  af  tdf,  on  juft  occafions,  was  angry ;  and  the 
Jtfct  Cbrifl  as ti'aU,  aviapea  all  tbemtbnt  if  order  given  to  us  about  at  is,  10  be  angry  and 
/ir:-r,  Rom.  iii,  »*.  &  *.  4.  Sana,  (Ephef.lv.  *«.)  Nor  does  our  Saviour 

f  The  frrihtt  were  (he  JcanJb  dnftors  that  hem  condemn  juft  and  charitable  reproof,  as 
expounded  the  law ;  and  were  either  judges  csprdUng  the  vanity  and  folly  of  others,  and 

de- 
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witbovt.  *  -caft,  ful  temper  in  his  own  mind  againft  another,  though  it 
iVtb«radewntj  b*  (*“*)  ineffc&ual  to  his  hurt;  he,  in  the  divine  w> 
■ml  wbo5)-«tr  count,  is  guilty  of  murder  in,  his  heart,  and  fo  expofes 
Dull  by  t»  his  himfelf  to  the  righteous  wrath  and  judgment  of  God, 
(HJihlX W^°  *•**  madc  the  wages  of  fin  to  be  death :  And  he 
of  the  eoundl ;  that  fliall  fuller  his  paihon  to  rile  ftill  higher,  and  in  the 
bw  who  lb*  cwr  pride  of  hi#  fpirit  Iball  break  out  into  opprobrious  lan- 
foed  uLll  b^la  £“*8®*  an>^  fc°rnfuUy  fey  to  his  brother.  Thou  wortb- 
d«4a  q f  hell*  lefc,  vain,  empty  fellow,  contra&s  yet  greater  guilt, 
and  is  obnoxious  to  the  cenfure  of  the  JcwiJb  fanhc- 
drim,  as  well  as  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  : 
But  he  chat,  under  the  dominion  of  fin,  llull  fo  far 
give  himfdf  up  to  bis  wicked  paflions,  as  bitterly  to 
cenfure  and  revile  his  brother  with  refpeft  to  his  fpiri- 
tual  and  eternal  Rate,  and  call  him  a  profane  reprobate 
wretch,  a  firc-braod  of  bell,  and  the  like,  as  if  be  were 
fuch  a  fool  as  lays  in  bis  heart  There  it  m  Ged,  fins  more 
grievoufly  ftill,  and  Oiall  himfelf  be  in  danger  of  that 
ndl-fire  to  which  be  damns  or  condcms  his  brother* 

>3  Tknfce,  33  Since  therefore  God  forbids  ralh,  revengeful,  and 
canfelefs  anger,  and  evil-fpeaking,  as  wtll  as  actual 
fU  "thne  re-  murder  5 -if  you  are  about  to  offer  f  any  gift  or  facrifice, 
menibacft  th*t  or  perform  any  a  ft  of  religious  worihip,  and  recollect 
o^ifghTag^ft  that  you  have  given  juft  caufe  of  offence  by  a  hreach  of 
tiicf*  S  this  law,  do  not  think  to  atone  for  it  by  your  offering, 
on  one  band;  nor  yet  dcfpair  of  obtaining  mercy  for 
the  forgivenefs  of  it,  011  the  other : 

14  l«m there  24  But,  perfifting  in  your  defign  of  paying  the  fo* 
«liya.a before  the  jemn  homage  to  God,  like  one  that  leaves  his  gift  he- 
w?y  •  a-ft' te  'n>  f°rc  the  altar  inftead  of  caking  it  away  with  him,  go 
CbUfitai  to  cby  and  feck  reconciliation  witb  chehrother  whom  you  have 
broiler,  uid then  offended,  by  humbling  youifelf  to  him,  alliing  bis  par- 
iiiy  gift.  don,  and  fatafyiDg  him  for  any  wrong  that  you  may 

have 


N  O 

defined  for  ihrir  £ood  ;  For  he  himfelf  fly- 
ted  the  Phariftff*  yea,  trad  hisownfltfciplr*, 
do  urgent  oecations,  JWi,  (Mi/,  xxiih  *7. 
and  Like  xxiv*  *j.) ;  and  the  a  parties  u* 
fed  the  terras,  Fdrn  ntanp  Ibc*  Fo®£  and  0 
fta£fo  Caiaians !  (Jam.  iL  id,  i  Cot. 

36.  and  Gal  tit,  1.)  fim  wt  Aiould  have  a 
ftritt  guard  ppaa  our  tempers,  and  be  very 
ciuuoih  of  ufmg  any  (wch  fort  of  words  and 
much  mojc  of  a  wrathful  cen£>riou*  fptrit, 
opprohrioo&langiHge,  and  peremptorily  pa£ 
fmg  judgment  upon  a  man's  rate  before 
Cod* — find,  in  the  Jdwft  language  of  that 
a£e>  which  vu  composed  of  Jitbrenf,  SprUc, 
<i:id  CbaLke,  expreftd  the  utmoft  contempt, 
ai  if  a  peribn  w ere  to  be  fpit  at*  And  in  do- 
lirribuig  ih*  pu  [lift  men  t  of  all  thrfe  crimes^ 
licit  Irttru  to  (x  an  allufioa  to  the  throe 
cjyrti  of  jodicamc  aaioag  the  aud  the 


'  £  B. 

various  degree*  of  penalties  infilftni  by  them : 
One.  court  con  filed  of  three  judges  in  every 
village,  uhere  there  were  not  *11  hcndi<d 
and  twenty  periou*-;  and  the#  fUt  upon  in¬ 
ferior  ciufcs;  The  Iceond  coofi;l<*l  of  tuci*- 
ty -three,  who  fit  in  the  jjdts  of  their  dri*>, 
and  judged  the  numiiMi  criminal  oulc#  : 
Apd  the  third  conGtiod  of  levrirty-tnuj,  fn 
OOt  of  every  tribe;  or,  as  ochmfay,  ofio- 
venty  and  their  piendcAt;  thefe  fat  o,^ 
Jy  at  J<rttfdkr^,  and  judged  causes  of  tlic 

Smtdt  weight,  both  of  a  civil  and  cccIcTm* 
kJ  nature.  See  WcttM  i  Qmfr&x  fjttejpg 
p4g*  I  yf,  iT\\  and  iV;<i  de.  ir>*  11. 

St  to, 

f  This  is  applicable  to  pnym  u  «ctl  as 
other  Migimis  fcrvice*,  ihoc^h  exprclhd  ta 
ccnrmacbl  t>ingi>agc  ul;h  rd::ra;a  to  th<  jI*- 
tar. 
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have  done  him ;  and  then  return  to  offer  jour  gift,  as 
becomes  one  who  is  encouraged  to  hope  that  be  {half 
alfo  obtain  forgivcnefs  of  God. 

25,  26.  When  therefore  at  any  time  you  hare  com¬ 
mitted  a  fault  a  gain  ft  your  Chriftian  brother,  be  as 
fpeedy  as  pofublc  to  get  the  breach  made  up  again,  e- 
fpecially  conGdering  that  God  is  hereby  offended  too. 
For  as  com  mon  prudence,  to  prevent  extremities,  would 

fmt  a  man  upon  doing  his  utmoft  for  an  amicable  time- 
y  agreement  with  his  adverfary,  who  is  about  to  bring 
him  before  a  civil  nragiftratr,  left  in  the  iftue  of  the 
trial  the  judge  fhould  pafs  fentence  agninft  him,  aod 
order  an  officer  to  carry  him  to  jail,  after  which  there 
would  be  no  hope  of  an  accommodation  ;  fo  it  U  your 
higheft  wifdom,  inured  and  duty,  to  feek  peace  and 
reconciliation  with  God,  as  well  as  with  your  offended 
brother,  without  delay,  while  you  are  in  the  way  of 
mercy,  and  before  it  be  too  late,  left  you  fhould  be  cut 
oft*  by  death,  and  forced  to  appear  at  the  awful  har  of 
the  great  Judge  of  all  in  your  fins:  For  I  allure  you  that 
then  you  muftfuffer  the  levered  punifbment  in  the  pri- 
fbn  of  hell,  from  whence  there  can  be  no  releafe  till 
you  have  fully  fatisfied  a]]  the  demands  of  divine  ju- 
ftice,  which  you  will  never  be  able  to  do. 

*t  Ye  Iw  27  Again,  ye  have  heard  that  it  was  faid  in  the  law 
i’jid'V **  them^oT  t0  *be  P^plc  old.  Thou  Jbalt  not  commit  adultery? 
rid  time,  Thou  (Exod»  «*  M-)  >  andyefuppofe  that  this  relates  only  to 

commit  a  perfon’s  actually  lying  with  a  woman  who  is  not  his 
»*UiWy.  wi£  1  6 


tj  Ap«ewntH 
adrerfiry 
quickiy,  whilst 
thnu  art  in  the 
^ny  with  hint; 
left  at  any  time 
the  adverfary  de¬ 
liver  thee  to  the 
jndfle*  aul  the 
jurijjt  deliver  thee 
to  tne  officer,  aod 
thou  be  call  into 
prifotK 

id  Verity,  I 
fcy  unto  thee, 
Thou  JhiLt  by  no 
jaeuts  emne  out 
thence,  till  thou 
hafl  paid  the  iH- 
tenneft  farthipg. 


>s  But  I  fiy  28  But  1  tell  you,  That,  according  to  the  genuine 
XL^  purport  of  this  law,  wholoever  (hall  look  upon  any  wo- 
«th  on  a  Woman  man  with  unchafte  ciefires  after  her,  and  contrivances 
t»  kift  utter  her,  how  to  accomplifb  them ;  in  the  Grft  of  thefe  cafes,  lull 
•luitewwHiW  l,as  >n  his  mind }  and  in  the  fecond,  it  is  fi- 

olrtad y  i»  ha  nifhed  in  his  will:  And  fo,  in  tbe  judgment  of  God, 
fcnrt-  he  is  guilty  of  adultery  in  his  heart,  though  he  has  been 

redrained  from,  or  has  not  had  opportunity  to  commit 
the  fad.  . 


19  And  if  thy  20,  30.  If  this  or  any  other  Gn  be  everfo  dear  to  you; 
tiwt  nfrak  ^  y°u  (bink  it  ever  fo  pleafent  or  advantageous,  and 
and  ofl  it  ftwa  through  long  cuftom  and  habit  fhould  find  it  as  hard 
*««;  Oa-  iiUpm-  and  fell-denying  to  part  with  it,  as  it  would  be  to  pluck 
thli 1  otic^of ^ih  ’  out  *  right* eye  or  cut  off  a  right-hand  that  had  offend - 
niemten  (hould  cd  or  been  an  oocaGon  of  finning ;  yet,  as  it  would  he 
rcrilh,  tod  net  an  offence  to  God,  and  would  be  defiling  and  danger- 

twlV  tJt  ous  10  y°urfdf>  an<^  exF°^e  yon  to  his  juft  and  evcrlaft- 
«ii  into  hctl.  tog  wrath,  to  love,  harbour,  or  praftiie  it ;  it  is  furcly 
jo  And  if  tky  much  better  for  you  to  part  with  ir,  though  you  fhould 
"8k*  .  f offer 


;hee»  tut  k  off* 
W  ctft  if  from 
;b«e:  foritupco- 
ficable  for  ibee 
that  one  of  thy 
members  Jhoold 
periA,  tod  not 
that  thy  whole 
body  Qwdd  bo 
ei (k  into  hdL 

jt  it  hart]  been 
6U,  Wbofctvcr 
dull  put  awiyhis 
wife,  lei  him  gfre 
her  t  writing  of 
divorcement. 

j*  But  1  fiy 
onto  you,  That 
whofomr  fball 
put  away  his 


her  to  commit 
adultery  :  and 
whomever  (hall 
marry  her  that  if 
divorced ,  com- 
is  mob  adultery* 
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ight  haod  oflcod  fuffer  the  greatett  uneafinefs  and  temporal  !o&  by  fo  do- 
L"~  *  "  ing)  than  that  the  whole  body,  together  with  your  foul* 

ihotild  be  caft  into  hell,  there  to  be  tormented  with  in- 
exprefiibie  pain  all  over  far  ever :  If  you  cannot  bear  the 
uneafioets  of  crucifying  the  fldh  with  its  affeftiona  and 
lofts,  how  will  you  hear  the  torture  of  everlaftiug  burn¬ 
ing*? 

31  It  has  likewise  been  faid,  That  in  cafe  any  man 
fhall  diflolve  the  marriage- relation  to  his  wife,  on  whac 
he  takes  to  be  a  juft  occafion,  he  lhail  give  her  a  bill  of 
divorce,  that  flic  may  have  it  in  her  hand  to  fhew,  as 
circumftances  require,  (Devt.  zxiv,  1.) 

32  But  I.  fay  unto  you,  God  did  not  command  a  di¬ 
vorce,  as  the  Pbanfect  would  underftand  it,  (chap* 
six-  7*)  nor  was  it  according  to  his  defign  in  the  origi- 

.  ual  inftitution  of  marriage;  hut  he  oniy  permitted  it  to 
'Tm  ^atbcrs  **  preventing  greater  evils,  which,  thro* 
nicui-o®,  can&th  th^  perverfenefs  of  their  hearts,  they  were  ftrongiy  ad¬ 
dicted  to:  And  as  I  am  come  to  reduce  God’s  laws  to 
their  primitive  ftandard,  I  declare  that  henceforth  who¬ 
mever  Jhall  divorce  his  wife  for  any  other  caufe,  f  than 
that  of  fornication  before  marriage,  and  of  adultery  af¬ 
ter  it,  which  in  its  own  nature  breaks  the  matrimonial 
bond,  (hall  be  chargeable  with  the  guilt  of  the  adultery 
that  is  committed  both  by  her  and  the  man  who  after- 
terwud* marries  her:  For  Ihejs,  in  God's  account,  ftill 
the  wife  of  him  that  divorced  her;  and  it  is  unlawful 
for  her  to  be  married  to  any  other  whilft  her  former  huf- 
band  is  living- 

33  Again,  ye  have  heard  that  it  was  faid  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  old.  You  fhall  not  be  guilty  of  peijury  in  (wear¬ 
ing  falfely  by  the  name  of  God,  which  would  he  to 
profane  it,  (Levit,  xix.  12,};  but  that,  when  you  arc 
come  under  the  obligation  of  an  oath,  yon  fhall  look 
upon  it  as  taken  in  the  light  and  prefence  of  that  God 
who  is  the  avenger  of  felfehood,  and  fhall  perform  it 
as  to  the  Lord,  {Numb.  xix.  a.);  and  if  it  be  a  promif- 
fory  oath,  you  fhall  ftand  to  it  without  changing,  tho* 
it  mould  afterwards  appear  to  be  to  your  own  hurt  in 
your  temporal  concerns,  (Pfal.  xv.  4.) 

34  But  the  Scribes  and  Pbarifets  having  taught 
you  to  think,  that  in  common  conversion  ye  may 
fwear  fcveral  forts  of  oaths  without  any  fcruple,  and 
without  looking  upon  yourfelves  to  be  bound  by  them  ; 

as, 

NOTE. 

t  Fornication  if  t  biwfa  of  diafluy  in  the  Jingle,  rod  adultery  in  the  married 
But  t  h m  taken  both  into  the  parapbraic,  btruile  the  tmin:cnc  for  *  diverge  hold* 
Jtrunoer,  if  this  crime  is  found  to  be  conmi&ci  after*  than  before  marrii£rt  a»d  fs 
«*aJy  brought  to  light  alien  iit  H  Ti >ao 


1)  Apln,  ye 
bne  hard  that  It 
hath  been  ftd  by 
them  of  old  time, 
Thotj  flkak  not 
fovfwar  tbyfeLf, 
but  (hah  perform 
unto  the  Lord 
chine  oaths. 


14  But  I  67 
unto  you,  Swear 
not  it  all  j  nei¬ 
ther  by  heaven, 
for  it  b  God’s 
throne: 
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as,  particularly,  that  you  may  fWear  by  the  heavens,  by 
the  earth,  by  Jerufalemt  and  by  your  own  heads  P,  in¬ 
nocently  enough,  provided  the  name  of  God  be  not  in¬ 
voked  in  thofe  oaths :  I  fay  onto  you.  Do  not  fwear  in 
your  ordinary  ilifcourfe  at  all;  no,  not  by  any  of  thefe 
things,  which  is  virtoally  fwearing  by  God  himfelf,  be* 
caufe  they  are  related  to  fum  in  a  more  general,  or  more 
peculiar  manner,  as  the  great  God  and  governor  of  all: 
Do  not  fwear  by  heaven;  for  that  is  the  throne  of. God's 
glory: 

j$  Kor  by  the  3  -  Nor  by  the  earthy  for  that  is  his  footftool,  it  is 
«■*>■'*  his  property  and  under  his  government :  Neither  fwear 
bjrjerufileffi^ for  hy  Jerufalem;  for  that  is  the  city  of  God,  peculiarly 
k  is  the  city  of  related  to  him  as  its  great  King,,  and  fanfttfied  by  the 
the  gnat  LiilK*  temple,  which  was  built  for  his  fpecial  rcfidence,  and 
was  confecrated  by  bim  and  to  him.- 
Neither  (halt  36  Nor  fliall  you  fwear  by  your  own  bead,  which  is 
thon  r«wr  by  more  his  than  yours :  For  he  made,  furn idles,  and  pre- 
thi«  cinil  ntit  wrve»  xt  i  whereas  you  nave  no  power  over  it,  nor  over 
make  oi>«  hair  the  natural  life  of  which  it  is  the  fountain;  it  is  there- 
whitc  or  black.  forc  at  jjj3  difpofe,  and  not  yours;  nor  are  yon  able  to 
procure  even  lb  trivial  an  alteration  in  it,  a&  to  make 
any  of  its  hairs  f  grow  white  before  their  time,  or, 
when  they  become  grey  through  age,  to  make  them 
black  again. 

jt  Bnt  I«t  ’  37  But  let  your  fpeech  in  common  converfation  be 
ymar  cnmniuni-  only  affirming  or  denying  in  plain  terms,  without  am- 
aaj’t  biguity ;  or  at  mod  with  repeated  etpeeffioos  of  this  fort, 
for  wtatiorrcr  is  when  the  importance  of  things,  and  the  evidence  of 
more  than  thrfe,  one's  being  in  good  earned,  may  require  it:  For  what* 
ever  goes  further  than  thefe,  to  gain  credit  to  what  you 
fay  in  the  common  affairs  of  life,  is  of  the  devil,  (»  r* 
row*,)  or  proceeds  from  a  bad  habit,  or  from  fame  evil 
principle  or  paJIion  that  ought  to  be  ftlppreffed,  or  from 
a  diftruft  of  vourfelves  as  if  ye  were  not  to  be  believed, 
or  of  them  that  ye  fpeak  to  as  if  they  were  uurcafonably 
incredulous. 

36  Ye  hare  38  Te  have  furthermore  beard,  that  in  retributions 
henl  of 

NOTES. 

!  Thele  particular  form*  at  fwearing  forbid,  fnlann  oaths  in  a  fuJIcul  way, 
Twrc  ufual  among  m  thtir  common  which  are  dcfigiud  In*  conArmstioii,  iu 

CG.iFvri^Eioti;  bur  they  did  not  look  upon  put  an  end  to  all  ftnfe,  (Hei.  vi*  16-); 
theft  forts  of  oaihs  to  he  hinding,  as  appear;  -  though,  ala*  !  through  the  ounce eflary  fic* 
fc^m  levtrei  of  their  ancient  writers*  Vid*  miency  and  fivere  im  portions,  and  through 
W&thy  w  Uz*  Arbd  whax  our  I,oret  hy s  on  light  thoughts  of  thefe  kiwis  of  ooibs,  as 
tM*  Wa!:on  equally  condemn*  the  loo  well  as  through  profane  cnrfmgand  fweariejj 
nifloro^y  furms  of  fwear  11  g  in  common  in  common  con  variation,  our  land  grieroill- 
diiburfd jamonj  fome  in  our  days;  fuch  mourns, 

as  Jv  J *r  fiui,  by*?#  &fifj  h  my  tr&ht  tj  f  Here  ieeinj  to  he  a  reference  to  the  hkek 
*y  S  u  tl  fad  t j  j t:d  h^ir  oF the  nUrm  nanons,  unfl  tv  tlitirp9v> 

aud  the  like  :  ftot  ir  by  no  muii*  ing  grey  in  old  age. 


Ch.  v.  Evangeliji  Matthew  paraphrafed.  jt 

heard  tiw  it  hath  of  juftice,  aa  eye  (hall  go-for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a 
foTaafcw^rad  tooth,  which  has  been  beat  out  by  an  offender,  (Exod. 
a  tooth  &*  «  xxu  44*)  fo  that,  by  the  law  of  retaliation,  Ioffes  and 
u»d».  injuries  fliall  be  puniihed  in  kind}  and  this,  which  re¬ 

lated  only  to  the  magiftrates  power  for  maintaining  pu¬ 
blic  juftice  in  cafe  the  plaintiff  infilled  upon  and  would 
admit  of  no  other  fausfa£tion,  is  under  flood  by  your 
feribet  as  if  private  perfons  might  juftly  indulge  a  ma¬ 
licious  temper,  and  take  their  revenge,  cither  in  a  law- 
fuit  or  otherwife,  as  opportunities  offer. 

*“  lyjjjy  39  But  I  fay  unto  you,  Do  not  fludy  to  avenge  year- 
ye  refift°not  evil  felves  by  rendering  evil  for  evil ;  and  if  a  vindication  of 
tut  vfcofovtr  your  characters  or  properties  be  neceflary,  Jet  it  be  done 
on*1  Sr**  confiftemly  with  the  law  of  charity :  Do  not  refilt  evil, 
chetJ^tonT^to  by  returningtbe  fame  in  kind,  when  it  would  be  cruel  to 
him  the  other  ii-  jnGft  upon  it ;  and,  in  leffer  matters,  bear  even  repeat- 
ed  affronts  and  injuries  with  patience,  and  pafs  them 
by,  rather  than  retaliate  ;  as  for  inftance,  if  any  man 
give  you  a  Sap  on  the  face,  rather  venture  his  doing  it 
again,  than  return  blow  for  blow,  or  right  your  Pel  f  in 
any  way  of  revenge. 

40  And  if  uy  40  Nay,  if  any  man  be  litigious  and  would  go  to 
dlB?  law  with  you  to  trick  you  out  of  your  coat,  however 
take  away  thy  hard  this  may  feem,  yet  it  is  m  ltfelf  a  thing  of  fmall 
coa,  let  him  have  value;  and  you  fhoufd  rather  let  him  take  as  much 
thy  cloak  alb.  ro0Ie>  than  with*a  contentious  and  revengeful  temper 
to  ftand  a  vexatious  law-fuit  with  him. 


41  Aod  wbo- 
Ibcm  (hall  com¬ 
pel  thee  c o  go  a 
m  ile,  go  with  him 
tariiL 

41  Give  to  him 
thu  aJkcch  thee; 
and  from  him 
that  would  bor¬ 
row  of  thee,  nuu 
not  thou  away* 


Tt  have 

that  it  hath 


been  laid.  Thou 
ftiajt  love  thy 
neighbour  t  and 
bite  thioc  ene¬ 


my. 


41  And  if  any  one  that  has  got  an  advantage  over 
you,  would  oblige  you,  without  right  and  reafbn,  to 
keep  him  company  for  a  mile  together;  rather  go  with 
him  twice  as  far,  than  furioully  quarrel  with  him,  and 
oppofe  force  to  force. 

47  And  that  yon  may  as  much  as  pcJEble  promote 
the  welfare  of  others,  be  ready,  according  to  your  abi¬ 
lity,  to  relieve  the  neceflitiesof  fuch  as  apply  to  you  for 
help;  and  if  theydefire  you  to  lend  them  any  thing  that 
they  greatly  want  the  me  of,  do  not  deny  them,  in  cafe 
you  can  let  them  have  it  without  the  hazard  of  a  lofs  too 
great  for  your  own  circumftances  to  bear  ;  or  if  you  can¬ 
not  conveniently  grant  their  requeft,  yet  deal  tenderly 
with  them,  and  do  not  turn  away  in  a  huff. 

43  Once  more,  ye  have  heard  that  it  has  been  faid 
in  the  law  of  God,  That  Jbalt  love  thy  neighbour,  (I^rv. 
xix.  18.};  and  that  your  interpreters  of  this  lav-  rcllram 
the  word  ntigbbmr  to  their  kindred  and  friends ;  and 
have  added,  tbat  it  is  lawful  to  hate  our  enemies,  by 
which  they  mean  all  who  arc  not  of  their  own  relations, 
country,  and  religion. 


44  Hut 


32 

44  But  1  ft J 
into  ymi,  Lore 
ytmr  enemies , 
Weft  them ,  that 
cone  ywtt  do 
pwd  to  them  that 
you,  and 
pray  for  them 
which  defjiitrfu]- 
iy  u£c  yon  and 
pertecute  you : 


ffwd 

hate 


4j  That  ye  may 
le  the  children 
of  ymir  fiitlKt 
whldi  is  in  k> 
ven;  for  he  ma- 
iet h  his  fun  to 
rile  on  the  evil 

o&d  on  the  good, 

ami  fcndcrli  run 
on  the  juft  and 
on  the  unjuft, 

4*  For  if  ye 
lore  them  which 
love  you,  what 
reward  have  yc  t 
do  not  even  the 
pnhlkanc  the 
nunc  ? 


41  And  if  ye 
falntc  your  We* 
three  only,  what 
do  ye  more  ibg. a 
e/Aen  ?  do  not 
even  the  publi¬ 
can*  fo  } 

49  Bcyethoe- 
foee  perfect,  even 
as  your  Father 
which  is  in  hea¬ 
ven  it  ptrfcA* 
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44  But  though  ye  ought  not  to  think  well  of,  much 
Left  to  delight  in,  the  treacherous  and  injurious  defigns 
and  finful  pra£tfces  of  your  enemies  j  yet  I  fay  unto 
you,  Bear  all  good-will  to  their  perfons,  as  they  are 
partakers  of  the  fame  human  nature  with  yourfelvrs ; 
wifh  a  bkfGng  upon  them,  for  their  real  and  everlasting 
happinefs ;  and  fpeak  well  of  every  thing  that  is  com¬ 
mendable  in  them,  who  wilh  a  corfe  and  damnation  to 
you,  and  un right eou fly  reproach  you:  Take  all  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  doing  every  office  of  beneficence  and  kind- 
nefs  to  them,  who  difcover  the  greateft  enmity  again  ft 
you ;  and  eameftly  pray  for  their  converfion  and  falva- 
tion,  who  tnalicioufly  traduce  andpeifecute  you. 

45  In  this  way  you  will  both  m,  and  appear  to  be, 
children  of  your  heavenly  Father's  likenefs:  For  he  be¬ 
llows  the  kindly  influences,  comforts,  and  benefits  of 
the  Shining  fun,  and  of  fcafonablc  fruitful  rains,  on  the 
wicked  as  well  as  on  the  righteous  j  on  them  that  are 
enemies  to  him,  as  well  as  on  them  that  love  him  \  and 
yc  cannot  by  a  contrary  way  of  a  cling,  prove  yourfelves 
to  be  his  genuine  offspring. 

4 6  For  if  your  love  be  entirely  confined  to  your 
friends  that  are  affe&ionate  and  kind  to  you,  wbat  ex¬ 
traordinary  excellence  is  there  in  this?  what  is  there  di- 
ftinguifbmg  in  it  for  yonr  honour  as  Christians  ?  is  this 
any  thing  more  than  even  perfons  of  the  word  and  mean- 
eft  characters,  fuch  as  publicans,  think  tbemfelves  obli¬ 
ged  in  common  gratitude  to  do  ? 

47  And  if  ye  are  kind  and  friendly  only  to  tbofo  of 
your  own  left,  kindred,  or  religion,  what  great  matter 
is  this  ?  do  not  all  mankind,  and  even  fuch  as  ye  count 
the  molt  vile,  infamous,  and  injurious  among  them, 
think  themfclvcs  bound,  hy  the  common  ties  of  nature 
and  fociety,  to  do  the  fame? 

48  Let  therefore  your  principles  and  behaviour  go 
vaftly  beyond  all  this,  that  ye  may  rife  to  the  higheft 
refcmhlance  poflibleof  your  heavenly  Father  in  his  good- 
nefs,  as  well  as  in  all  his  other  moral  perfections,  who 
is  good  to  all,  and  whole  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  excellent  is  the  genius  and  deftgn  of  Chrift’s  gofpel,  which  ts  calculated 
to  raife  our  hopes  of  the  truefl  happineft,  and  fo  to  fupport  ub  under  all  trials, 
and  allure  us  unto  cheerful  obedience  I  They  are  blefTed  indeed  whom  be  blefles, 
whatever  they  may  fuffer  for  hi*  fete.  See  how  the  dear  Saviour  begins  with  o- 
pening  his  mouth  in  hkffings  of  rich  variety  to  bisdifciples  under  tbeir  numerous 
hvrrown,  per  (cent  ions  and  reproaches,  fears  and  dangers,  to  animate  and  encou- 
their  holy  deli  res,  faith  and  hope,  tneebnefs  and  patience,  humility,  love 
and  peace,  felf-dcnial,  hope  and  joy:  And  0  how  great  fhall  their  honour  and 

felkity 
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fchcftybefit  hft  tblbefruftmAM  ftill  enjoyment  of  Cod  and  of 

his  gforotit  kiogdom  i  Whet  leading  bants  our  Welled  Lord  give  of  goJpfcl- 
grace,  which  after  bis  death  and  rdurre£Honr  were  to  be  di&overtd  with  clearer 
evidence,  and  more  at  large  I  Bow  perfeft  was  bis  obedience;  and  with  what  wis¬ 
dom  a&d  authority  has  he  drjwh  oht  the  beauties  and  obligations  of  that  law, 
which  lathe  rule  of  duty,  itrAH  itsfjtfritnaUty,  exaftnefi,  and  wide  extent  I  What 
a  becoming  reverence  of  God,  and  of  his  great  and  awful  name;  what  chaftity 
and  purky,  and  mortification  of  all  fin  j  what,  a  happy  dominion  over  our  appe¬ 
tites  and  paffiona  ;  what  a  focred  guard  upon  our  fpeech  aiKtlichaviour ;  what 
forbearance  Under  injuries ;  and  what  a  dmufive  beneficence  to  mankind,  and  i- 
nutation  of  our  heavenly  Father,  does  it  enjoin,  that  God  in  all  things  may  be 
glorified  J  But  how  unworthy  are  they  of  the  name  of  firmnta  or  difciples  of 
Chrift,  that  relax  the  obligation,  or  encourage  a  disregard  to  the  lead  of  God's 
commands! :  And  what  wHlbecome  of  them  for  ever,  if  death  and  judgment  feize 
them  id  their  fins !  How  ftedfaftiyvthen  Jhould  we  adhere  to  the  pure  won!  of 
God,  m  oppofitiou  to  all  corruptions  of  men  !  How  concerned  Ihould  mtniflers 
and  ChriftUns  be  to  fjfread  the  favour  of  the  knowledge  of  Cbrift  in  all  places,  and 
to  aft  up  to  thrir  characters  and  engagements  with  all  integrity*  and  vrithoutre- 
ferve !  How  boaoueabl?  wouldthis  be  to  him  and  themfeWcG^jind  what  a  Wetting 
would  it  make  them  to  the  church  and  the  world  !  And  yet/  alas !  in  how  many 
things  do  wc  all  ofieod,  and  come  Jhort  of  the  glory  of  God !  How  Ihould  this 
bumble  us,  and  put  us  upon  definite  truth  In  the  inward  parts,  and  on  believing 
in  him  with  the  hekrt  ipto  rightouufifcdft,  who  has  perfcftly  fulfilled  the  law  for 
the  jufiification  of  every  one  that  belienth  1 


Tsxtv 

TAkx  bred 
that  ye  do 
not  yotirtlnis  be¬ 
fore  men,  to  be 
Jean  of  them ;  o- 
thcrurife  ye  hm 
no  reward  of  your 
father  whkb  iv 
in  hemnu 


CHAP.  VI. 

Tbe  amtim/alicn  cf  CbriJPs  ferment  about  alms-deeds,  prayer,  and  fafilngy 
l, — 18.  And  the  preference  of  heavenly  to  earthly  tresfure,  ip,— 34. 

Paraphrase. 

AS  the  corrupt  glofleswhicb  the  feribes  and  Pharr - 
fees  have  put  upon  the  lav  are  carefully  to  be 
guarded  agaitaft,  fo  axe  their  hypocritical  and  vain-glo¬ 
rious  p radices  in  religion.  In  the  firft  place,  be  very 
careful  that  ye  do  not  perform  any  of  your  good  deeds, 
and  particularly  works  of  charity  and  liberality  to  the 
poor,  in  an  often  tatious  manner,  on  pnrpofe  to  be  ob- 
ferved  and  applauded  by  your  fellow-creatures :  For  if 
ye  do  them  to  this  end,  they  cannot  be  called  acts  of 
piety  toward  God  year  .heavenly  Fatber ;  nor  -will  be 
regarded  hy  bim  as  fiich,  either  in  providential  returns 
of  the  bleflings  of  this  life,  or  in  the  gracious  recoin- 
peofe  that  is  to  be  made  at  the  refurre&ion  of  the  juft. 

2  Whenever  therefore  you  are  about  to  do  an  act  of 
charity,  be  not  like  the  hypocritical  Pherifeet ,  who  ftu* 
dy  to  do  it  in  as  public  a  manner  as  if  they  were  to  call 
the  people  together  by  found  of  trumpet  to  be  eye-wit- 
nefles  of  it;  and  who  take  their  opportunities  for  it  in 
fight  of  the  greateft  concourfe  of  people,  as  in  the  fy- 
nagogues  and  public  ftreets,  that  they  may  be  admired 
by  them  and  have  their  praifes-  1  tel*  you  of  a  truth, 
p,  1.  J  C  as 


*  Thocfore 

when  thou  doeft 
>1  ois,  do  Dot 
found  «  imoipet 
before  thte^ui  he 
hypocrites  do,  in 
the  fyittgacucf , 
and  in  the  rfrtcfs, 
that  they  may 
have  glory  of 

*rtn> 
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into.  Terilj-l&y  M  this  is  all  the  reward  they  aim  at,  in  having  this  they 
►"«  tbdr  're-  have  their  ^  P°or  reward !  and- they  fhall  have  no 
ward*  better. 

j  Bw  trhoi  2,  4.  But  on  the  other  hand,  ftudy  to  do.  your  acts 
let^nbtrhv  Uft  °f  charity  in  a  private  manner,  that  they  may  be  obfer- 
fand'knqw'what  ved  as  little  as  poffible ;  bide  them  even  from  the  ap- 
tby  right  hand  plaufes  of  your  own  mind,  that  you  may  not  have  high 
1  thoughts  of  yourfelf  for  them,  or  imagine  that  there  la 

any  merit  in  them  5  and  hide  them  from  the  obfervation 
of  others,  even  of  your  moft  Intimate  acquaintance, 
that  they  may  not  feed  your  vain ‘glory :  Let  them  be 
4  That  thine  n0  further  known,  than  you  (incerely  apprehend  may 
:"andUthy  fometiraes  be  needful  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  fetting 
Father  which  a  good  example  to  others;  And  your  heavenly  Father, 
*5,h.  ,jn„  1*”rrt>  who  knows  the  fee  rets  of  all  hearts,  and  the  moft  con- 
wwdtbce openly*  sealed  aSions  of  life,  will  gtaciovifly  obferve  and  accept 
thefe  genuine  fruits  of  faith  and  love,  and  will  take  the 
work  of  rewarding  you  into  his  own  hand ;  he  will  ap¬ 
pear  for  you,  and  make  yoii  flunejn  a  better  character 
than  the  Pharijhes  in  this  world;  and  will  bring  all  to 
light,  and  publicly  own  and  honour  you  as  his  child, 
before  men  and  angels  in  the  day  of  judgment. 
tWt  Apr*yd^  5  ^n(l  35  to  duty  of  private  or  Solitary  prayer, 
thoii  (halt  not  l*  wherein  you  have  perfbnalfy  to  do  with  God  only,  take 
“*!*  hyiwri***  heed  of  being  like  the  hypocritical  Pbarifets,’  wbo  chufe 
ftanding  the  improper  and  public  places  of  refort  for  their 
in  the lynagoguc*  private  devotions;  fometimes  affefting  to  offer  up  their 
■u"1  *"  *•?*  <or'  fecret  prayers  in  the  fynagogues,  while  they  ought  to  be 
thu  ‘thcy'maybc  joining  in  the  foleron  addreflesof  the  whole-  aflembly  : 
ftenof  men.  v*-  and  at  others  prefenting  themfelvcs  to  every  one’s  view 
'  At’  tl/ly  11",°  ’n  the  mo^  °Pcn  and  frequented  place*  abroad,  fuch  as 
tii’w  *T<  where  two  ftreets  meet  at  a  corner-houfe,  that  they  may 
be  obferved  and  admired  by  men,  as  if  they  were  the 
higheft  favourites  withGod.  I  tell  you  of  a  truth,  this 
is  the  reward  they  feek,  and  this  is  all  that  they  {hall 
have. 


wlifn  Smu  ®  On  the  contrary,  when  you  go  to  offer  up  private 

r  *0 ntFrlnmihr  Praycrs  to  God,  let  them  be  private  indeed;  Retire  into 
rinfet,  and  wben  feme  room  apart  from  company ;  and  when  you  have 
tbouijaftftutthy  (hut  yourfelf  upto  prevent  others  breaking  in  upon  you, 
v^rthieh  is  P°ur  Out  your  heart  to  God  as  your  father ;  not  with  a 
in  i«m ;  and  voice'  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  any  that  might  ftand 
ftjtfajntrru^!ih  w*th°ut  to  liftcn,  much  lefs  on  purpofe  to  make  other* 
Bull  reward  thee  hear  you;  hut  with  mental  conceptions,  or  with  a  low 
openly.  pronunciation,  knowing  that  the  God  you  arc  fpeaking 

to  is  near  at  hand,  and  can  as  eafily  hear  the  fofteft 
whifper  as  the  loudelt  noife;  and  he,  who  is  fully  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  .moft  fecrcc  defires  and  petitions  of 


your 
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your  heart,  will  return  foch  anfwere  to  your  prayers, 
as  (hall  openly  Witaefc  that  he  heard  and  accepted 
them. 

v  Bat  when  y  But  whenever  ye  pray,  whether  it  be  alone  or  in 
fbcial  worihip,  though  Joined  mes,  in  the  great  ferven- 
£  <7  <**  y°UT  <Pirit5»  ye  may  S®*1  propriety  and  em- 
Uvcy  think  'tint  phafis  repeat  fome  important  and  afFcfting  expreffions; 
they  dull  bebnfd  a3  occafions  offer,  and  ye  find  affiftances  from  a- 

fpLkin?  BMeb  bove,  may  be  more  enlarged  in  your  requelb  and  plead* 
ings,  and  fpend  more  time,  than  at  others;  yet  take 
fpecial  heed  of  empty,  formal,  weak  and  fuperftirious 
tautologies,  and  of  multiplying  words  to  no  good  pur- 
pole,  (jm  t**T*xry*nrf>)  as  the  idolatrous  Gentilti  do  in 
worshipping  their  gods:  For  they  abound  in  vain  repeti¬ 
tions;  and  fomenmes,  like  Boats  prtefts,  ( i  Kings 
■  xviii.  26k)  lengthen  them  'out  from  morning  till  noon, 
imagining  that  many  words  arc  needful  to  make  their 
.  deities  underftand  them,  or  to  work  up  their  jwfEons 
that  they  may  hear  and  anfwer  them. 

8  Take  heed  therefore  that  no  fuch  abfurd  fentiments 
to  chant  for  your  of  the  true  God  enter  into  your  minds;  and  that  ye  do 
Father  knoveth  not  treat  him  as  if,  like  the  heathens,  ye  thougut  he 
Wt  Jedrf  b£  did  not  underftand  your  icquefts,'  or  were  unwilling  to 
lot*  7*  ilk  him.  anfwer  them:  For  yoor  heavenly  Father,  who  loves  you, 
and  takes  pleafnre  in  hleffing  you,  is  throughly  actjualn- 
ted  with  all  your  wants  and  defires,  even  before  ye  ex- 
prefs  them  to  him. 

9  After  thU  9  That  therefore  ye  may  avoid  vain  repetitions,  and 
nunffw  ibmfotc  pray  only  for  needful  things,  reduce  your  ^applications 
pray  yet  On  Ft*  and  pleas  to  what  maybe  included  in  the  following 
|j  heads,  which  I  am  going  to  mention  for  your  fpecial 
hcihjouBt;  direction ;  or  let  your  prayers  be  to  this  effeG.  O 
moft  high  and  glorious  Uod !  thou  art  the  creator  and 
pteferver,  owner  and  benefactor,  of  all  men,  and  in  a  fpe¬ 
cial  manner  the  father  of  them  that  believe :  Thy  throne 
is  eftablifiied  in  die  heavens,  where  thou  dwelled  amidlt 
the  exalted  adorations  and  praifes  of  faints  and  angels ; 
and  thou  haft  made  thyfelf  known  under  tbefe  charac¬ 
ters  to  us,  that  our  hearts  and  affeGions  may  mount  up 
to  thee  in  heaven,  and  that  We  may  think  of  and  fpeak 
to  thee  with  all  the  awful  folemnity  and  reverence,  hu* 
mility  and  £slf»abafement,  holy  truft  and  confidence, 
that  become  finfol  nothing  creatures  in  their  approach¬ 
es  to  fucb  a  God -and  Father:  O  let  thy  infinite  perfec¬ 
tions  be  glorioufly  exalted  in  the  eyes  of  ail  intelligent 
creatures,  efpedally  of  the  human  race,  that  they  may 
admire  and  adore,  praife.  and  biefe  thee,  foitably  to  the 
various  difeoveries  thou  makeft  of  thyfelf  to  tln.ni  in  thy 
p.  1.  C  2  works 


h  Thy  king* 
4om  come.  Thy 
*ri[!  be  Hone  in 
*arth*  93  is  u  la 
ko»T£a* 
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Worts  and  in  thy  word,  that  thou  mayeft  be  owned  and 
honoured  in  tbeir  beam,  fpeech,  and  behaviour,  as  tbeir 
chief  good  and  iisgUeft  end* 

to  Let  tby  kingdom,  even  the  Meffiah’s,  which  we 
arc  looting  tor,  and  in  which  thou  wilt  be  moft  iJiu- 
ftrioufty  glorified,  come  am  emit  us  in  all  its  light  and 
power,  fpirituaiity,  purity  and  glory,  to  theutter  ruin 
of  the  kingdom  of  fin  and  Satan j  let  his  gofpel  be 
preached  far  and  wide,  and  be  heartily  embraced  by  all 
nations,  that  his  throne  may  be  fet  tip  in  their  fouls, 
who  in  the  day  of  his  power  may  be  a  willing  people 
onto  him ;  and  let  us  and  them  grow  in  light,  love  and 
peace,  in  faith,  comfort,  hope  and  holinefs,  under  the 
biefled  influences  of  thy  Spirit,  in  the  kingdom  of  grace 
here,  till  we  Hull  triumph  together  in  the  kingdom  of 
glory  hereafter.  And  O  grant  that  we,  and  all  who 
profefs  Ohrid’s  name,  may  have  fucb  rich  fupplics  of 
grace  to  enlighten  our  minds,  incline  our  hearts,  and 
ftreiigthen  our  executive  powers,  as  lhall  enable  us  to 
yield  mod  unfeigned,  cheerful,  and  univerfal  obedience 
to  thy  commands  at  alt  times,  and  to  approve  of  and 
comply  with  thy  providential  will  in  all  Things,  in  tbe 
Reared  imitation  paUbJe  of  the  fpirits  of  jufl  men  made 
perfect,  and  of  the  finlefs  angels  in  beaven. 

1 1  And  as  to  what  concerns  our  prelent  condition  in 
the  houfe  of  our  pilgrimage,  we  humbly  befeech  thee 
to  grant  us,  together  with  the  reft  of  thy  children,  and 
others  of  our  fellow  -creatures,  a  daily  fupply  of  food 
and  fuch  other  good  things  as  thou  feeft  are  moft  need* 
ful  and  convenient  for  us,  in  fubfervicnce  to  tby  glory 
and  our  own  everklting  happinefs,  during  our  abode  in 
this  mortal  life  f. 

1 2  And  that  our  iniquities  may  not  feparate  between 

thee, and  us,  and  binder  thefe  or  any  other  good  things 
from  us,  we  earncftly  beg  that  thou  would  eft  graciouily 
pardon  our  great  and  numerous  fins  of  omiffion  ana 
commifltou,  in  heart  and  life,  which  have  forfeited  all 
enjoyments,  and  brought  os  under  a  debt  of  punish¬ 
ment  to  thy  injured  law  and  jnftice;  And  as  thy 

thoughts  and  ways  of  mercy  are  as  much  above  ours  as 

the  heavens  are  above  the  earth,  we  are  encouraged  to 
hope  for  this  forgivenefs  from  thee j  becaufe  thou  baft 
made  it  our  duty,  and  thy  grace  has  inclined  our  hearts, 
to  forgive  the  offences  and  injuries  which  others  have 
committed  againlt  us- 

.  .  13  And 

VOTE., 

t  Bread  is  pur  Tor  dt  (bits  of  prnviCax  ;  :m.l  egiiy  ireaj  m»y  lignify  cither  the 

XiMtal  tby  U  tor  ife  <Uyf  oi  JfVmu  ilsy  to  {Jay  rj  long  §&'x  live* 


tt  GirtOTth's 

&jy  OUI  4jtEy 
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li,  And  frtr- 
<wr  rfrtbrs, 
u  vre  forgive  our 


f  This 
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%l  And  letd 
us  notinto  Ccmp- 
ttfioa,  but  ddk 
%cr  us  from  evil. 
For  thin t  b  the 
h:n^doQivaaUtlie 
power,  and.  the 
glory,  for  t«x. 
Amen. 
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13  And  that  we  may  not  ftill  further  fin  agamfl  thee, 
Wc  humbly  intreat  that  thou  wouldeft  keep  us  out  of  the 
way  of  fuch  trials  as  might  prove  too  hard  for  us  ;  or 
if  at  any  time  temptation  lies  before  us,  grant  us  help 
agatnft  and  victory  over  it,  that  we  may  not  be  entan¬ 
gled  and  enfnared  by  circrnn fiances  of  profperity  orad- 
vetfity,  or  by  any  alituei^.cnts  or  terrors  of  this  world; 
Deliver  us  like  wife  from  the  power  of  Satan,  that  evil 
one,  from  the  corrupt  inclinations  of  our  own  hearts, 
from  all  ptadices  of  iniquity,  and  from  thetrouhles 
and  fiifferings  that  fin  in  ourfelves  or  others  might  bring 
upon  ob}  and  at  laft  raife  us  up  to  that  bleiled  Hate, 
where  we  fhafl  be  entirely  free  from  all  temptation,  fin 
and  forrow,  for  ever:  For  tiniverfid  dominion,  almighty 
power,  and  every  thing  that  is  great  and  glorious,  be¬ 
long  unchangeably  without  beginning  or' end  to  thee*, 
thou  baft  an  undoubted  claim  to  them;  and  it  is  our 
eameft  defire,  that  we,  with  all  thine,  as  in  duty  hound, . 
may  everhftingly  celebrate  their  pratfes.  Amen.  So 
let  all  this  be;  and  fo  we  humbly  hope  it  fliall  be,  in 
anfwcr  fo  what  we  have  been  praying  for  f. 


|  This  may  ju(l(|  foe  adeemed  in  excel-  Clmft^diceAing  to  a  prop?*  method  forpns- 
Icnt  xnodeLnf  the  petitionary  part  of  prsyer,  venting  vain  repetitious  and  a  mullUude  ul 
tfgvikr  with  fuch  pkas  to  enforce  it,  as  words  In  prayer. 

irtukco  from  God's  in £ rite  tmd  exalted  per-  _  44  O  Father  of  thy  people  J/m/,  uhoavt 
fetfiom,  from  his  turner  fid  dominion*  44  not  confined  to  any  temple  or  place  upon 
front  his  kiivi  dilpofitfons  and  Iwnefafnoirt*  “  earth,  but  haft  thy  Iwbitidion  by  way  flf 
as  a  heavenly 'Father*  10  whom  belong  the  u  eminmcc  in  heaven,* let  thy  name  now  he 
kingdom,  power*  and  glory*  forever;  and  44  fanflifed  in  a  more  glurbus  manner  than 
ell  this  is  admirably  and  moil  peculiarly  44  i:  ever  has  sheen  .in  ages  pull;  l.ct  the 
timed  to  the  then  preuui  ilitpen  fallen,  uhldi  44  kingdom  of  the  Meludi^  which  we  at* 
was  introductory  to  the  Mefllah's  kingdom,  **  looking  for*  be  iet  up  without  Hday.a- 
that  was  fooo  to  brtqk  out  in  iUuflriouj  light  "  moitgft  tu ;  and  under  its  light,  grace  and 
and  grace,  to  the  overthrow  of  atl  the  pow*  *4  power,  dot  thy  will  ]>e  done  with  all  lin¬ 
ers  of  fin  and  Scan ;  And  as  thefe  petitions  “  ceiity*  chrcrfcinels,  and  umvcrMry,  on 
lecm  to  have  been  txl&duRwy  to  the  then  ip-  *\  earth,  as  k  is  in  hearen;  la  the  perilous 
pnvicfiing  di/penfadon,  is  which  Chrifl1**  u  tones  that  will  attend  tfitr  of  this 

perfon*  mediation*  and  benefits,  were  to  be  44  kingdom*  give  us  h  daily  Itipply  of  ibt‘h 
clearly  tnanifefled  by  the  gvfpd,  and  all  hlcF  t(  good  thing!  iliatl  he  needful  for  thu  hxi- 
l^g*  were  rn  be  explicitly  alked  in  Ms  name;  44  3y ;  and  rorjpve  our  tins,  wfc5di  nuke  iu 
Jb  it  vil  too  loon  as  yet  for  him  to  giredi-  44  unnwiby  of  liiu  -uj;1  every  other  mercy, 
rcthonsto  hu  diftiples about  exprefsly  men-  *4  and  which  might  ju«t]y  chftruft  thy  frt- 
ticRiUg  his  name  In  their  prayers,  as  he  if-  44  ting  np  this  kingdom  amnr^it  ub,  or  might 
retard*  did  when  he  came  to  fettle  the  man-  44  collide  ns  from  bleilmg* :  Forgive 
ncr  of  evangelical  wotfliip,  U  therefore  4 4  tlidc  in  like  manner  as,  under  this  new 
urt ms  very  e^dtnt,  that  thfot  pbu  of  prayer  11  difpnrtatfon,  we  rire  erpedaljy  eaikd,  aud 
cmaot  be  looked  upon  u  complrttly  fitted  u  hope  to  he  inclined,  heartily  to  forgive 
to  "ofpcl  day* :  And  1  w-ouhM:i:m!dy  pro-  44  oilicrs  agninit  us-  A«cl  kt  nu 

p^fi  it  to  con  fid?  ration,  whether*  infield  of  “  tempts  cbm  of  Nrran,  or  of  this  preienc 
p^raphra'c  (  have  gWen  tipon  it  in  fi m+  *c  world,  ever  prevail  ;o  k«:p  iu  mu  of  thi* 
form iry  to  the  concurring  jUdgTMCnt  of  all  die  *4  kingdom,  bn  t««  n*r.k^  us  afi  contrary  to 
c*pcfttors  I  have  leenv  the  following  Ihort  44  its  oh'i^iions,  *ikI  fforpr.ve  nnr  J««Uof 
fxcich  may  not  exprcff  its  chief  and  nrorc  44  \zs  hldlmgsr  Rat  deliver  its  from  rhervd 
imtnrdi?ie  fifnfr,  confonant  to  tht  circum-  44  one,  that  great  enemy,  v  ho  will  do  nil  he 
jtmets  of  the  time  and  difpcnJhtion  in  wliidi  14  cm  to  prrvent  the  Mefiinh's  Uiii-rell^u* 
k  wis  delivered)  as  well  as  to  ike  occaikm  of  44  king  place  in  our  ielvcs*  or  in  Uic  world ; 
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'♦  If  ye  14  It  its  after  this  manner  that  your  petitions  are  to 
tK^afTes^your  be  offered  up  to  Godj  and  here  ye  have  one  thing  in 
hmculy  FarHcr  particular,  which  ye  never  heard  of  before,  but  is  mat- 
will  ■!&  forgive  ter  of  great  neceffiry  and  importance,  viz.  That  ye  are 
you  *  to  heg  of  God  to  forgive  your  offences,  even  as  ye 

fliould  and  do  forgive  the  offences  of  others  againfl  yon: 
For  if  God  has;made  this  yoar  duty,  it  fhews  there  it 
jiargiveneft  with  him  that  he  may  he  feared,  (Pfal.cxxx. 
4*)i  and  if  ye  have  obtained  fq,  much  mercy  from  him, 
as  to  have  this  difpolition  wrought  in  your  own  hearts 
towards  them  that  offend  you,  this  is  a  comfortable  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  efficacy  of  his  grace  in  you,  and  may  war¬ 
rantable  encourage  your  expedation*  that  he  will  alfo 
bellow  forgiveness  upon  you,  according  to  his  promife, 
that  ivith  the  merciful  he  vtill  Jbew  bhnjelf  merciful, 
(Pfal.  xviii.  25.) 

is  Rut  if  ?*  25  But  if  your,  own  hearts  are  implacable,  and  dif- 

SdiTS»ff«"  “,ciitn5j t0  others,  ye  in  vain  expefi  that  God 

ssithcr  will  your  mould  be  merciful  in  torgiYmg  your  much  greater  pro- 
r^xher  forgiw  vocations :  Let  no  fuch  man  deceive  himfelf;  for  while 
your  tnfjHiki.  ^ }5  ja  indulged  and  prevailing  temper,  all  his  prayers 
for  the  pardon  of  his  own  fins  are  a  contradi&ion  to  the 
defign  of  my  gofpel,  a  mockery  of  God,  and  an  abomi¬ 
nation  to  him. 

*s  Moreover,  16  There  is  likewtie  another  hypocritical  pra&ice 
nofu  iih/*hyp(i-  w^’c^  I  mull  caution  you  againfl:  When  at  any  time 
criter,  of  ttid  ye  keep. a  private  fail,  on  a  religious  account,  besot 
counicoanot:  for  like  the  oftentatious  and  diflernbling  Pbarifees ,  wltot 
their  hen,  take  pains  to  make  people  know  which  are  their  fading 
they  nizy  appear  days }  and  put  on  outward  appearances  of  forrow,  in- 
TjntonicntoJaO.  (lead  of  hi'ing  truly  humbled  before  God  by  inwardly 
10  you’  tlieyhiYe  affixing  then  fouls :  They  chufe  to  go  abroad,  though 
Uidr  reward.  '  the  chief  work  of  thofe  days  lies  at  home}  and  they  ajf- 
fe£l  melancholy,  mournful,  and  dejefted  looks,  dirty 
faces,  and  negligent  ■  dovenly  airs,  that  they  may  be 
pried  up  for  wonderfully  pious  and  mortified  men,  on 
account  of  their  often  fetting  apart  days  for  folcmn  hu¬ 
miliation  and  extraordinary  devotion :  I  tell  you  of  a 
truth,  this  is  the  reward  they  fcelc,  and  this  is  all  that 
they  fhall  have. 

U01  -52*  *7»  f#-  Bur  when  you  would  keep  a  private  fall,  do 

oot  ma,te  ^markable  alteration  in  your  countc- 
tuUivaiiitbrfacei  nance* 

N  Q  T  E- 

**  TlcUw  us  likwft  from  ib<  evil  lufb  of  «  being  hem!  and  tnfrtrcd;  btcanfe  it  h 
V  oivo»n  hftru  tint  would  oppo&  and  11  thy  Eingdoqi  that  v«  ddire  dfraybe  ot-* 
**  from  the  ttirwa  of  tbisT  evil  world  that  5.  utl  thy  power  is  4 hie  to  rttiblilh  it* 

"would  diicounge  our  embracing  it  44  and  thou  wilt  hm  the  glory  of  U.  Amen, 
**  «  hrtiroblT  prefttit  thefe  pent  ions,  *<  to  let  14  be  ujuuutrophbly  uul  for 

**■  P  hovealy  latter,  to  thee*  in  hopes  qj 


Ch.  vi,  tte  Evangelij}  Matthew  paraphrafed,  3.9. 

18  Thu  rhoa  nance,  drefs,  and  public  behaviour}  nor  aiFc£t  any  (hew 
appear  ua  onto  ^  humiliation  and  fafting,  for  others  to  take  notice  of 
unto  thy  Father  it;  but  conceal  it  as  much  as  may  be  from  men!  And 
which  uiofecto;  though  you  are  to  abftain  from  the  delights  of  nature, 
*n^  'ta  ufual  repafb,  that  you  may  thereby  exercife  fdf- 
fom,  h>ll  rc-  denial,  and  be  the  fitter  for  the  other  duties  you  are 
w*rd iheeojioly.  then  called  to;  fuch  as  great  fearchings  of  heart  before 
the  Lord,  ingenuous  jconfeUion  of  fuf,  deep  contrition 
and  humiliation  for  it,  fenous  meditation  and  folemn 
prayer ;  yet  let  all  this  lie  between  God  and  your  own 
fouls  alone,  while  no  other  eye  fees  you;  and  your 
heavenly  Father,  who  is-imimately  acquainted  with  all 
your  mod  fecrct  tranfa£lions  with  him,  will  publicly  own 
and  bids  you  in  this  world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

x,  L»r  not  j  p  One  great  means  of  prefer ving  you  from  all  this 

tre»fiirt*0,l*n*Vn  ^ypocrify  *8»  to  ta^e  heed  of  too  highly  dkeeming  and 
canh^whaeoMdi  being  carried  away  with  the  honours  and  advantages  of 
and ruft <toih cot-  this  world:  Let  not  therefore  your  chief  foliettude  and 
■ffj-  pains  be  laid  out  in  getting  and  hoarding  up  earthly  trea- 
through  W  ft-1  fures,  which  areofadecayingnature,  lifcethericheftgar- 
ments  that  are  con  fumed  by  moths;  and  like  filver  and 
gold,  which  are  eat  up  with  canker  and  ruft,  and  are 
continually  a  temptation  to  thieves  to  break  in  upon  you 
and  rob  you  of  them,  and  are  expofed  to  numberlcfs  o* 
tber  hazards. 

m  But  lay  up  20  But,  above  all  things  elfe,  efteem,  and  let  your 
hlLrifc  chief  folicitude  and- pains  be  laid  out  in  a  purfuit  after, 
vtn,°vbeK  nci-  heavenly  treafures;  fuch  as  the  favour  of  God,  and  the 
tltwawibnumift  graces  of  his  fpirit  here,  and  a  complete  enjoyment  of 
doth  cumipt,  and  him  hereafter,  which  are  fubject  to  none  of  tbefc  un* 
not  breakthrough  certainties,  Ioffes,  and  decays : 

norfleaL  2i  For  that  which  ye  reckon  upon  as  your  chief  tcea- 

-o«  SJ5  fure,  will  command  your  thoughts  and  affieflions,  your 
th««  *Sl  row  a"nc  2S>/^  purfuits;  and  fo  ye  will  he  either  earthly  or 
bout  he  alfo.  heavenly  minded,  and  all  your  bappinefs  will  be  either 
mean  and  perifiiing,  or  great  and  everlafttng,  according 
as  earthly  or  heavenly  things  are  the  chief  good  in  your 
account. 

it  TV  Hght  «  A  true  fpiritual  judgment  to  difeern  things  that 
»f  the  body  i*  the  dllFw,  is  ofvaft  importance  in  this  cafe;  for  as  the  eye 
eye:  if  therefor*  gyiJeg  the  body,  fo  the  judgment  directs  tbe  will  amt 
vhX  affetKons.  As  therefore,  if  the  eye  be  clear  and  free 
body  Hull  be  full  from  vitiating  humours  that  would  give  it  a  wrong 
Dfhjht.  vjew  0f  objects  round  about  it,  the  whole  body  will  he 

regularly  conduced  to  perform  the  various  offices  of 
life ;  fo  if,  the  heart  being  weaned  from  this  world, 
your  mind  hath  a  right  and  clear  difeerning  of  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  fpiritual  things,  all  the  other  faculties  or 

C  4 
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the  foul  will  be  well  dire&ed  in  their  purfuitB  after 
them. 

»j  But  ifthir?  23  Bat  as,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  eye  be  blind, 
eye  be  wi,  thij  or  tinged  with  any  vitiating  humour,  the  whole  body 
bcfitl!  of  YJitrk-  will  be  in  the  dark,  or  directed  very  wrong;  fo  if,  thro* 
acJi.  ; if  therefore  an  inordinate  affection  to  this  world,  your  undcrltand* 
tlw  li^ht  ih«  w  jng  '1S  blind  to  fpiritual  things,  or  makes  a  corrupt  or 
r!ef!,  'how  gmt  wrong  judgment  about  their  troth  and  excellence,  all 
is  that  d*rknd&  ?  the  other  faculties  of  the  foul  will  be  mifguided  and 
perverted  by  it,  to  your  own  unfpcakahle  Ids  and  per¬ 
dition. 


>4  Ho  man 

can  ferwtwo  nij- 
rters;  for  cither 
be  nil!  Ji^te  tht 
WK,  «pd  bvt  the 
orher or  die  be 
will  hold  to  the 
one,  and  defpifo 
the  other,  Ye 
£iunot  (erve  God 
and  nmpiHwp» 


15  Therefore 
1  fay  nuto  you. 
Take  no  thought 
fbryottrbfc,  what 
ye  ftialt  ear,  or 
what  yc  rtiatl 
drink ;  nor  yft 
for  your  body, 
what  yc  (hall  put 
<nu  is  not  the 
Kfe  more  than 
{neat,  and  the  bo¬ 
dy  (Kid  raiment? 


24  No  man  can,  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  heartily 
and'  truly  ferve  two  mailers  of  contrary  tempers,  de¬ 
mands,  and  intcrefts;  for  he  will  in  his  own  inclination, 
and  mull  <Jf  neceffity  in  the  nature  of  things,  difrelifh 
and  neglect  the  fen-ice  of  one  of  them,  whilit  he  chuffs 
and  cleaves  to  the  fervice  of  the  other ;  This  is  the  cafe 
with  refpetl  to  God,  apd  the  treafurea  +  of  this  world, 
which,  in  dire£t  oppofition  to  each  other,  demand  that 
the  foul,  with  all  its  powers,  be  entirely  devoted  to 
themfelves  respectively ;  and  if  ye  herein  give  the  pre¬ 
ference  to  worldly  things,  your  hearts  are  not  right  with 
Cod,  and  cannot  polfibly  love  and  ferve  him,  who  will 
not  admit  of  any  rival,  much  lefe  of  any  fupreme,  or 
-fuperior  to  himCeJf. 

25  Therefore  I  fay  unto  you,  Do  not  rend  and  cut 

.  your  beans  with  care ;  (,«■  nor  to  be  anxioully, 

uneaGly,  aud  diflruilfully  folic i tons,  even  about  thene- 
cdTaries  and  conveniences  of  this  prefent  life,  fuch  as 
meat  and  drink,  and.  raiment  for  the  body ;  much  lels 
he  fo  ahoyt  its  fuperfluities,  dainties,  and  fine  apparel, 
as  if  your  happinefs  were  bound  up  ii^fuch  fart  of  things 
as  tbefe  *,  but  in  the  way  of  dutiful  diligence,  to  which 
the  providence  of  God  calls  you,  depend  with  quiet  and 
undivided  hearts  upon  him  for  a  fupply  of  fuch  things  as 
iu  his  infinite  wjfdom  be  fees  are.  belt  for  yoo :  And  in 
Cafe  his  providence,  by  ficknefs  or  otherwife,  difablcs 
you  from  following  any  fecular  hufmefs  to  get  your 
bread ;  or  calls  you  off  from  it,  that  ye  may  fpend  your 
time  and  labour  in  his  fervice,  as  roinilters  iu  my 
kingdom;  dill  calmly  commit  yourfelves  by  faith  to 
biin  for  all  the  temporal  fopplies  that  arc  rcqtuGtc  for 
the  body  ;  For  what  reafon  can  there  be  to  doubt  that 
lie,  who  at  firft  waq  the  Author  of  your  life  aud  being, 
without  your  own  care  or  concern  about  them,  or  any 
W»y  contributing  to, wards  them,  will  not  afford  you 

fuch 


NOTE. 

f  1$  a  Syriac  word,  fignifj  injj  riches,  piu,  or  trcafunsi  which  ait  tbc  idrljc 

af  cjja  J  h&xis  in  uppoiiEiu^  to  the  tn$c  God, 
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fueh  things  in  the  way  of  his  providence  as  arc  needful 
for  their  maintainance  and  prefervation  as  long  as  he 
dcflgns  to  continue  their  exigence  ?  he  who  has  done 
the  greater,  (hall  nos -he  do  the  lefs  i 1 
the  26  Confider  the  various  ranks  of  creatures  that  are 
favUof  die  air;  below  you:  And  as  to  foodt  obferve  how  the  birds  live 
ndth*?' jo* thnr  and  3re  provided  for  merely  by  the  kind  hand  of  God; 
reap,  nor  gather  For  they  neither  provide  for  themfelves,  by  preparing 
into  hams;  y«t  their  own  meat,  or  heaping  up  (lores  again  ft  a  day  of 
fhe'fcEw  want*  »*d y«  y°ur  heavenly  Father  preferves  and  lup- 
Are  not  Te  much  plies  them  with  neeeffary  and.  convenient  provifions. 
betw  than  they  ?  And  do  not  ye  think,  that  yc,  my  difciples  and  my 
miniftring  fervants,  are  creatures  of  a  more  excellent 
make,  and  greater  con (i deration  in  the  worlds  than 
they  j  and  that  your  heavenly  Father  loves  you  better* 
and  makes  a  higher  account  of  you,  than  them'?  why 
then  iliouid  ye  fufpeft  that  his  providence  will  not 
take  good  care  to  feed  yOu  with  food  convenient  for 

you? 

it  Which  of  27  Befidea,  all  your  anxious,  carking,  diftrafHng  and 
you  by  taking  diftruftful  cares  can  be  of  no  advantage  to  you;  for, 
thought  ci n  mU  #ftCI  afl  ’none  of  you  can  poffibly,  by  any  contrivances 
t,^)  of  your  own,  or  by  any  means  within  the  power  of 

your  hands,  add  the  lead  meafure  to  the  (future  of  your 
bodies,  or  to  the  length  of  your  age,  (  lift  Tjj*  lyJUxij*?  J  all 
thefe  things,  with  whatfoever  elfe  concerns  your  body 
and  life,  entirely  depend  upon  the  providence  of  God, 
who,  without  any  care  of  your’s,  at  firft  gave  them* 
Why  then  (bould  ye  not  dill  rely  upon  his  all-go  vem- 
ing  management  to  nourifh  and  prefer ve  them? 

at  And  why  28  And  as  to  eloafhingt  why  (hould  ye  be  folicitouf- 
ukc  ye  thought  jy  concerned  or  over-thoughtful  about  that?- Think  of 
CJtTthTuJks  of  Howes  of  the  field :  However  expofed  they  are  to 
(Ik  hcU  how  they  many  dangers  that  funound  them  abroad,  from  the 
«">« :  air,  and  from  men  and  beads;-  yet,  under  a  divine  care, 

they  f£!  W  °  they  grow  up  in  all  their  beauties,  without  any  thought 
in  themfelves,  or  any  pains  to  get  and  put  on  their  va¬ 
rious  rich  adominga. 

*9  And  yet  I  39  And  yet  I  tell  you,  that  even  the  greateft  and  moll: 
f,y onio  you, dm  fpicndid  king  Solomon  himfelf,  in  the  midll  of  all  his 
■a  lus  glory  was  delicacy,  pomp  and  grandeur,  was  in  no  companion  Jo 
arnyed  like  fine  as  one  lily  or  tulip ;  fo  inimitably  fuperior  are  ti:c 
enc  of  ihefc.  beauties  of  God’s  works  of  nature  to  thole  of  all  the 
works  of  art. 

30  Wherefore  30  If  therefore  God  fo  enrioufly  decks  thefe  (lowers, 
if  God  fadathe  which  are  indeed  hut  poor  vegetables,  that  mar  be  call- 
(Wd.whkhtoAy  cd  t^ie  and  that  are  defigne'd  but  for 

ii,aqdro-svonww  a  very  iboft  continuance,  one  day  (lourilhing  in  the 

“  field. 


4* 
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U  c*ft  into  the  o- 
W,  fieH  be  not 
much  more  clothe 
yva+  Oyc  of  lit¬ 
tle  faith  r 


There  fort 
take  no  thought, 
ftyin&Wbat&ali 
we  raf?  or  whnt 
fall  we  drink? 
«r  wherewithal 
fall  we  be  death* 

U  (For  after 
411  theft  chion  do 
the  GentUea  ftek) 
fbr  your  hentnly 
Father  kuoweti 
that  ye  bivtnod 
ofallthcfe  things. 


33  Qili  feck  yc 
firft  the  kingdom 
of  .God*  aim  hit 
fivhtfoufDdiftnd 
all  theft  thing* 
ft  all  he  added  nu* 
to  you. 


field,  and  the  next  continued  in  heating  the  oven;  what 
room  hare  ye  to  diftruft  his  fatherly  care  in  providing 
fuitahle  appaiel  for  you,  who  are  fent  into  the  world 
for  nobler  purpofes,  and  are  the  obje&s  of  his  fpecial 
providence?  Surely  your  faith  is  exceeding  low  indeed, 
if  ye  cannot  rely  upon  him  i(6r  fo  finall  a  thing  as  this: 
And  as  your  bodies  mdft  ere  long  be  confumed  in  the 
grave,  it  is  lharaeful  unbelief  to  diftruft  him  for  fo  lit* 
tie  a  while  as  ye  have  to  live  upon  earth. 

3 1  Be  not  therefore  anxioufly  and  diftruftfully  folia* 
tons  at  any  time  about  worldly  things,  turmoiling  your* 
felves  with  thoughts  about  what  ye  fliall  do  far  meat, 
drink,  and  cloaths  $  or  in  what  manner,  and  with  what 
fort  of  piovifions  and  apparel,  ye  Hull  be  fupplied: 

32  For  thtfe  are  the  poor,  low,  mean  things,  that 
the  heathen,  who  know  not  God  and  his  government 
of  the  world,  and  have  no  Cruft  in  him,  nor  alluring 
piofpe&s  of  a  hetter  life,  axe  perpetually  teazing  them* 
felves  about,  and  hunting  after,  kb  their  all;  hut  this  is 
utterly  unworthy  of,  ana  beneath  you,  my  difciplcs, 
who  knew  better,  and  have  nobler  hopes,  under  the  light 
and  grace  of  divine  revelation.  •  It  is  a  flume  for  you, 
who  have  the  promifes  of  this  life,  as  well  as  of  that 
which  is  to  come,  and  profeft  to  truft  God  with  your 
fouls,  not  to  truft  him  with  your  bodies  too ;  for  your 
heavenly  Father  is  throughly  acquainted  with  all  your 
wants,  and  with  the  proper  methods  of  relieving  them. 
Do  not  therefore  fo  for  difhonour  his  fatherly  love  end 
care,  as  to  fuppofe  that  he  will  not  give  you  what  he 
knows  is  needful  for  'you,  relating  to  this  prefent  Hate 
and  world,  as  well  as  the  next;  ana  do  not  diftrefs  your* 
felves  with  a  care,  that  is  fo  needlefs  for  you,  and  fo  eafy 
to  him. 

33  But  let  it  be  your  fiift  and  principal  concern  to 
mind  the  things  that  pertain  to  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  fal  ration  of  your  own  fouls,  as  let  before  you  in  my 
gufpel :  Seek  without  delay,  and  with  the  utmoft  earneft* 
nefs,  before  all  things  elfe,  the  rich  advantages  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  grace  and  of  glory,  and  the  righteoufnefs  which 
belongs  to  that  kingdom ;  both  the  righteoufnefs  of 
faith,  which  I  am  fent  of  God  to  bring  in  by  my  obe¬ 
dience  and  fuffe rings  unm  death,  and  the  rigbteoufoefs 
ofperfonal  holinefs  and  obedience  in  heart  and  life, 
which  I  am  come  to  enjoin  upon  my  difciples,  and  to 
propagate  in  them  by  a  work  of  regeneration  and  fruc¬ 
tification  :  Begin  every  day  with  feeking  thefe,  hy  the 
aids  and  affiftances  of  my  fpirit,  and  lay  hold  an  every 
opportunity  for  it^  be  fore  that  ye  take  up  with  no  tiling 
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The  JEW»^rff/7MATTHEW  f>arophrafcd.  4^ 
fltort  of  a  laving  knowledge,  experience,  and  enjoyment 
of  them:  And  as  for  all  the  neceflaries  and  comforts  of 
this  life,  fb  far  as  God  fees  them  beft  for  you,  he  will 
certainly  add  them  by  way  of  overplus. 
sslttsdKM-  34  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  be  content  with  fudi 
fore  no  thoaght  things  as  ye  have )  and,  going  on  in  the  way  of  prefeat 
for  ‘tjL'mono*  duty,  take  heed  of  anticipating  troubles  by  unbelieving 
flnlltafce  thought  fears  and  diftrading  cares  about  time  to  come ;  for 
[rfclt^  tfcSow«  Cod,  vboje  mercies  are'  nnv  every  morning,  (Lam.  iii. 
unio  theAiyir  23-)  and  who  has  promifed,  that,  as  your  days,  fo  your 
the  nil  thereof.  Jirength  JbaJi  be,  (Deut.  xxxiii.  ae.)  can  eafily  prevent 
the  evils  ye  fear,  or  enable  you  to  bear  them,  and  carry 
you  through  them  with  rich  advantage :  To-morrow's 
miferies  will  bring  along  with  them  to-morrow’s  mer- 
;  cies  i  and  it  will  be  time  enough  to  be  diftrcflTed  with 
future  wants  and  trials,  when  they  unavoidably  come 
to  be  prelent,  and  could  not  be  prevented  by  any  pm* 
dent  forefigbt;  Hie  troubles  of  the  current  day  are  e* 
fiough  toexercife  all  the  ftrength  and  grace  of  that  day; 
and  therefore  it  is  not  only  needlcls  and  foolilh,  but 
injurious  and  unwarrantable,  to  add  the  imaginary  e- 
vils  of  the  morrow  to  the  real  difficulties  that  already 
attend  you.- 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

A  (hew  of  piety,  is  all  mere  pretence  and  mockery,  and  dees  not  deferve  to  he 
eallcd  religion;  much  Ids  can  it  be  evangelical,  and  acceptable  to  God,  unlefs  the 
heart  be  in  it  with  governing  aims,  not  at  our  own  reputation  and  worldly  inter- 
cRs,  but  at  his  glory.  In  everything  our  requefts  (hould  be  made  known  to  God 
as  a  Father,  according  to  his  direction  and  will ;  not  with  vain  repetitions,  as  if 
we  were  to  be  heard  tor  much  fpeaking;  bat  with  earn  eft  pertinent  addrefles,  un¬ 
der  a  fenfc  of  duty,  and  of  hit  being  able  and  ready  to  anfwer  us.  And  what 
need  have  we  to  look  inwards  and  upwards,  that  our  hearts  may  be  right  with 
Cod  underthe  influence  of  his  Spirit;  that  our  principles,  motives,  and  views,  may 
be  fincere  and  fpiritual,  in  our  raftings,  prayers,  alms-deeds,  and  all  religious  du¬ 
ties  and  fervices,  as  being  always  under  his  eye;  and  that  we  may  be  approved  of 
turn,  and  accepted  in  his  fight  through  Jefus  Chriit,  however  we  may  ttsnd  in  the 
opinion  of  men !  Alas,  what  a  poor  reward  is  the  vani thing  breath  of  popular 
fame,  compared  with  the  love  and  favour  of  God,  and  the  honour  that  comes 
from  him !  And  yet  this  is  all  the  advantage  that  hypocrites  will  get  by  their  re¬ 
ligion.  And  what  is  all  this  pitiful,  perifning,  and  uncertain  world,  compared 
with  the  great,  folemn,  and  eternal  realities  of  the  heavenly  inheritance-  And  yet, 
bow  fond  are  we  naturally  apt  to  be  of  things  here  below ;  how  eager  in  our  con¬ 
trivances  and  labours,  hopes- and  fears,  wifhes  and  cares,  about  them;  and  hove 
indolent  and  unmoved  about  the  things  of  God  and  glory )  but  that  which  com¬ 
mands  our  hearts,  is  the  trcafure  we  chufc.—*A  little  of  earthly  things  is  really  e- 
aough  to  anfwer  the  wants  of  animnl  nature :  How  moderate  then  ihould  we  be 
In  our  appetites,  defires  and  cares,  about  food  and  raiment,  and  the  good  things 
of  this  life;  bow  contented  with  fuch  a  Hi  arc  of  them  as  Clod  orders  its;  and  how 
Satisfactorily  may  his  children  traft  in  him,  that  they  flult  never  want  any  thing 
which  he  knows  is  belt  tor  them !  He  that  takes  care  of  birds  and  (lowers,  will 
never  negleft  them,  who  are  fo  much  higher  in  his  account.  It  is  ftntul  and  hea- 
theoifh  to  diftruft  him,  ami  all  our  carking  care  about  the  body  is  unprofitable 
apd  vain..  But  we  mnft  havefyirituat  and  heavenly  bleflings  in  abundance,  tofa- 
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tisfy  the  cravings  of  an  Immortal  foul :  Here  then  if  aloud  call  to  be  earn  eft  and 
early  iu  oiir  inquiries  and  purfuiu;  and  here  is  room  enough  for  growing  defires* 
cam,  and  pains,  in  God's  way,  to  amaft  together  as  much  as  poflibk  of  thefe 
fore  and  incorruptible  treafures;  and  he  that  can  be  contented  with  but  little  of 
thefe,  ts  like  to  have  none  at  all*  O  with  what  fuperior  impitfliou  JliouhTCbrift, 
and  the  righteoufneft  and  bkfungs  of  his  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory,  command 
the  believcr’sfaith  and  hope,  ]pve  and  joy ! 


CHAP*  vn. 

Tie  conclufon  of  ChrtjPs  fertmn  about  rttjb  cenfuresy  importunate  pray * 
rr,  the  difficulty  of  getting  to  heaven^  and  the  danger  cf  faife  teach¬ 
ers  t  i, — io%  The  application  if  the  fnmon9  and  the  effieQs  it  bad 
upon  the  hearers^  2i> — 29- 


Tixt- 

Judge  not  , 
that  ycbenpt 
judged* 


Paraphrase, 

'T’Ake  heed  that  ye  be  not  unmerciful  and  fevere  in 
cenfuring  others,  and  indulging  unrcafonable  jea- 
Ionfies  about  them  5  and  never  venture  upon  peremptorily 
judging  of  their  eternal  Hate,  as  if  ye  were  the  arbiters 
of  life  and  death,  left  they  be  as  fevere  againft  you,  and 
efpecially  left  ye  provoke  the  righteous  God  to  pals 
judgment  without  mercy  upon  you. 

2  For  in  the  fame  manner  that  ye  deal  with  others  in 
judging  them,  whether  it  be  with  rigour,  or  with  cha¬ 
rity,  ye  mud  expert  to  be  dealt  with  by  men,  and  efpe* 
cially  by  God  in  the  great  day  of  account, 

3  And  bow  unrcafonable,  unbecoming,  and  unrigh¬ 
teous  is  it,  for  any  of  you  to  be  ready  to  fpy  every  little 
fault,  and  aggravate  it  with  feverity,  in  your  brother  5 
and  at  the  fame  tiftc  (as  is  ufual  with  cenforious  pet* 
fons)  to  take  no  notice  of,  or  to  excufe,  extenuate,  and 
indulge,  much  greater  crimes  in  yourfelf  f? 

4  Or  with  what  face,'  and  to  what  good  purport, 
would  you  offer  to  condemn,  corrdft,  or  reprove  your 
brother  for  lefTer  fins  ?  or  indeed  how  can  you  fee  to  do 
it,  with  due  difeendng,  while  your  own  heart  and  life 
are  corrupted,  and  your  own  judgment  is  blinded,  with 
much  more  heinous  crimes  ? 

5  What  is  this  but  the  grofleft  hypocrify,  under  a 
pretence  of  zeal  againft  fin  t  If  therefore  yon  would  at¬ 
tempt  any  thing  of  this  kind  with  judgment  and  consci¬ 
ence,  with  decency  and  authority,  and  to  good  purpofe; 
in  rhe  firft  place  begin  at  home,  and  reform  what  is  a- 
mi  ft  in  yourfelf,  and  then  you  will  be  well  qualified  to 
fet  about  the  reformation  of  others. 

6  And 

NOTE. 

+  Dr  ISfhtfitfulk  up  that  this  was  a  knows  prowl  among  the  Jrwi  /  the  ratfrfi&xifrirtS 
*  fcull  utd  the  httne  *  grerf  one* 


%  foe  with 
»hat  judgment 
ye  judgr9  yc  foall 
be  judged;  and 
with  whit  inn- 
fare  yc  mete,  lr 
Hiall  be  meafureef 
10  you  again. 

a  And.  why  be- 
hoMcft  thou  the 
meet  that  is  in 
thy  brother's  eye, 
foil  conitdcreft 
noi  the  Itf-am  that 
i*  io  thine  own 
eye? 

4  Or  bow  wilt 
tlfccu  iay  to  thy 
brnther,  J,c£  me 
puil  our  ti>c  mote 
out  of  thine  eye; 
end  behold  t  a 
beam  ij  in  thiitp 
uwd  cy* : 

$  Thou  hypo¬ 
crite,  Srlir  caft 
out  the  beam  out 
of  thine  own  ere; 
«nd  then  fllalt 
ihou  fro  dearly  to 
ea'i  out  the  mote 
our  uf  tliy  bro¬ 
ther**  eye- 


Ch.  nr;  Xfe&KUfyljiJl  Jfl^TXHEW  parapbraft'4-  45 

«  Gireuotthit .  .d_;As8i.ye%  even  ifoti,  itis  to  be  managed  with  pnt- 
unioh  the  denceaniidiferetiojr;  Tbcbeft  counfela  and  reproofs,  are 
neither  caOyc-  not  to  be  unfeafonably  thrown  away  upon  hardened, 
profane,  and  incorrigible -finners ;  who,  inftead  of  taking 
them-well,  or  being  the  better  for,  them,  would  be  t*n- 
4cr(£^fcet,anl  raged  by  them,  and  turn  upon  you  with  reproaches, 
turn  *gain  and  fcorn  and- fury,  like  fnarling  dogs,  that  arc  unwortfay_ 
ttaA  ,®0p  of,  and  defy  ^11  attempts  to  fweCtcn  them  ;  and  like  fil¬ 
thy  and  fyrly  fwine,  who  would  be  as  much  offended  at 
binging  a  pearl  before  them  as  if  it  were  a  (lone  thrown 
at  them,  would  trampU’  it  under,  foot  with  indignation 
and  contempt,  and -would  run  at  you  to  tear  you  in 
pieces ;  and  they,  after  all,  would  dill  continue  to  be 
like  a  dog,  that  returns  to  his  own  vomit  again,  and 
li.ke  a  fow  to  her  wallowing  in  rhe  mire. 

1  Aft,  ud  it  7  Bat  that  ye  may  be  enabled  to  put  the  Inftfu&ions 
fafc  w^eSjaS  *  have  *)een  giving  into  practice,  do  not  fet  about  thefe 
find •  "knock,  and  duties  in  your  own  ftrcngth,  but  with  a  conftant  depen- 
it  ibiill  be  opened  dance  on  divine  grace.  Be  inftant  in  prayer,  with  faith 
unto  j-ou :  ajid  fervour ;  aik  wifdom  and  affi fiance  of  God,  as  well 

as. all  the  other  bleflings  ye  need,  aod  he  will  grant 
them  j-feekthem  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  in  the  ufe  of 
■  all  appointed  means  of  grace,  and  ye  fhali  furely  ob¬ 
tain  them;  knock  importunately  and  repeatedly  at  tbe 
door  of  mercy  for  them,  and  God  will  open  it  to  y-our 
relief. 

s  Far  ever r  8  For  whofoever  thus,  prays  with  faith  and.  fervour, 

mu  that  alkrth,  andwreftles  with  importunity  and  perfeverance  in  pray- 
er,  for  what  is  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God,  (ball  not 
tth;  Slid  tr!  him  pray  in  vain:  He  a  Iks,  and  has;  he  feeks,  and  finds; 
£*n‘laocLe,1Yt  knocks,  and  the  door  of  mercy  opens  to  him  ;  whilft 
c  °P“4  he  j3  yet  fpeaking,  his  heavenly  Father  hears  him;  and 
all  the bleflings  of  the  promifes  are  made  his  own;  be 
has  an  intereft  in  them,  and  fhali  be  partaker  of  them, 
in  God’s  way  and  time,  as  far  as  is  fit  and  n«-Hfal  for 
.  him  here,  riB  all  {ball  be  perfe£led  hereafter. 

,  Orwhrtmto  p  Iffthcrc,  even  among  yourfelves,  any  man  lb  mo- 
whomTf  hVfcn  T0^  “d  ill-natured  as  to  deny  the  petition  of  his  own 
•Sc  bread,  will  be  child  when  he  begs  what  is  proper  and  ncccflary  for 
girehim  a  llone?  hirrv,  or  .to  put  him  off  with  fome  other  thing  that  would 
be  as  ufeiels  as  if  he  were  to  give  him  a  (tone  inftead 
of  a  piece  of  bread  ? 

jo'Orfftatlk  m  Or  were  his  Jon  to  perlifl  in  his  importunity, 
*  filh,  wifthejire  would  he  do  any  thing  io  injurious  as  to  give  him  a  fer- 
lum  a  fetpent  pcnc  to  wound  and  deftroy  bint,  inftead  of  a  fifh  to  feed 
and  oourilh  him? 

n  Tf  y*  dien,  n  If  therefore  men,  wbo  arc  depraved,  perverfe,  and 
h««Sro  givcgtwd  Broward  creatures,  have  nevtrtlielefs  fo  much  natural  af- 
gifts  feftion 
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gifw  nnw  T°ur  fc&ion  for  their  children  as  to  be  ready  to  grant' them 
amtctTmore  OuU  ^uc**  ^*n8®  38  *h«y  know  are  good  for  them,  how  much 
yonrFatheiwKich  more  will  yo ur  heavenly  Father,  who  has  pot  all  the 
is  n  heaven  give  companion  into  the  hearts  of  parents  that  is  found  in 
JjJ  .  them  toward  their  offspring,  and  whofe  tender  merries 
Un  ?  are  infinite,  freely  beftow  upon  his  own  children  fuch 

things  as  his  unerring  wiidom  fees  arc  really  good  for 
them,  when  they,  relying  on  bis  care  and  conduft, 
faithfiilnefs  and  grace,  earneftfy  beg  them  of  him. 

«a  Therefore  i2  If  then  God  is  fo  gracious  as  infinitely  to  exceed 
■Jhhinp  «hatio-  the  expectations- of  kindnefs  which,  ye  might  rea&nahly 
tbu  mo  ibollid  hope  for  from  the  molt  aJTe£lionate  and  tender  earthly 
do  iftMn,  do  ye  parent j  and  if  ye,  under  his  influence,  would  a&  up 
even  fi>  to  them :  t0  tbe  various  particular  inftrn£Uons  that  have  been  gi- 
sad ihc prophets.  ven  you  *  f«  that  in  every  thing  your  dealings  with  ci¬ 
thers  be  juft  in  the  lame  manner,"  and  with  the  fame  up¬ 
right,  kind,  and  compafliomte  temper,  as  ye  reafonaWy 
would  expe£fc  from  them  toward  yourfelves,  were  they  in 
your  cifcumftances,  and  ye  in  theirs :  For  this  is  (he 
rum  of  all  that  is  contained  in  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
concerning  the  duty  ye  owe  to  your  neighbour. 

*t  Enter y*  in  1 3  And,  as  ever  ye  would  be  holy  and  happy,  ac* 
-«»***  g»«e:  cording  to  the  defign  of  my  kingdom,  ye  muft  enter  in 
ntet*and  'bn«d  **  *™e  S*te  regeneration,  faith  and  repentance, 

u  the  my,  tbu  however  fdf-humhling  and  felf-denying  it  may  be:  For 
iMdab  to  de  •  the  entrance  into,  and  progtels  in  the  way  of  Gn  and 
mu/lferc  felf-feefcing,  that  leads  to  everiafting  mifery  and  ruin, 
which  go  ii>  there-  is  wide  and  open  ;  it  is  agreeable  to  the  corrupt  indr- 
M 1  nations  and  indulgences,  pride  and  hypocrify,  that  man- 

■  kind  are  naturally  fond  of,  and  puts  little  or  no  check 
or  reftraint  upon  them:  And  there  are  great  multitudes 
that  go  into,  and  go  on  in  this  way,  to  their  dreadful 
and  eternal  perdition. 

_  f+BccviJeRnk  14  But  the  entrance  info  my  kingdom,  by  the  new 
«  thc^te,  ud  birth,  is  painful  and  difficult;  and  tqe  way  of  true  re- 
wuThladdhnnl  ligionand  hoUnds,  the  end  erfwhich  is  everiafting  life, 
to  fifaj  and  few  is  a  way  of  reftraint,  being  hedged  In  by  God's  law ; 
there  ta  ihn  find  and  a  way  of  affli&ion,  » ■*<)  befet  with  many 

tribulations,  as  with  a  hedge  of  thorns :  1c  is  rough  and 
difagrceable  to  flefh  and  fenfe,  and  to  the  pride  of  hu¬ 
man  nature;  and  there  are  hut  few  that  care  fo  pfd* 
into  it,  and  go  on  with  perfevennee. 

»r  Bevjue  of  - 15  Take  heed  of  falfe  teachers  who  preach  any  thing 
Pg*8,  contrary  to  this  dodrine,  and  pretend  to  lead  you  in  an 
you  cafier  and  wider  path  to  eternal  happinefo;  They  put  on 

clothing,  bu  In-  fpecious  appearances,  wear  a  ’  diftinguifhing  garb,  and 
want  ly  they  «t  make  out  fide  (hews  offanftity,  meeknefs,  ana  concern 
8  wo  w*.  good,  which  carry  the  Hkenefc  of  my  prophets, 

and 


Cfa.  yfii 


rtf  Ye  .Adi 
knoa  then  by 
their  fruit*.  Do 
nengatbergrape* 
of  ttonu,  or§gl 
of  ihifllft*  ? 


tj  Em  fi>  c- 
very  good  tree 
brionui  forth 
good  fnifc;  bot 
a  corrupt  cm 
hringeth  forth  c~ 
vil  fruit* 


i9  A  good 
tree  cannot  hring 
forth  CTil  Me, 
neither  antcor* 
rupt  me  bring 
forth  good  fruit. 


19  Evtry  tree 
that  brinjeth  noc 
forth  good  fruit, 
i*  hc«n  down, 
slid  aft  into  the 
fire* 


90  Wh*wfo« 
by  thdrfmi  ye 
ibU  know  tbcm. 


it  Hot 
One  that  faith  un¬ 
to  me,  Locd , 
I^ocd,  (hall  enter 
into  ike  kingdom 
uf  hetnm  but 
hr  tfut  docth  the 
vitl  ofmy'Ftthv 
which  is  la  he** 
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and  of  die  qualities  of  Bleep;  but  they  have  indeed  the 
temper  and  defign  of  rapacious  wolves;  they  are  under 
the  dominion  of  their  own  tofts,  and  feek  to  pervert  and 
make  a  prey  of  you,  u>  their  own  carnal  ends,  and  to 
your  eternal  deftrudion. 

16  But  as  ye  nay  difeem  one  tree  from  another  by 
the  fruit  it  bears ;  fo  ye  may  difttnguifh  thefe  from  my 
faithful  fervants,  by  the  evil  tendency  and  iufluence  of 
.  their  do&rtne  $  and  by  the  pride,  covetoufnefe,  or  fen- 

fuality  of  their  lives  and  converfationa.  For  as  thorns 
cannot  prodoce  grapes,  or  thiftles  figs  j  but  they,  and 
all  other  trees,  bar  fach  forts  of  fruit  as  are  aofwer- 
able  to  their  nature  and  kind  : 

17  Even  loevery  good  man,  whofe  principles  are  right* 
and  whofe  heart  is  changed  and  fan&ified  by  the  grage  of  - 
God,  brings  forth  fruits  of  righceoufneft  and  hohnefs  in 
fpiritual,  ufeful  defigns  and  actions ;  and  every  unregene- 
rate  man,  whofe  principles  are  wrong,  and  whofe  heart 
is  under  the  dominion  of  fin,  brings  forth  fruits  of  un- 
righteoufhefa  and  iniquity  in  evil  intentions  and  works. 

18  Hie  good  man  caftnot  carry  on  defigns  and  prac- 
ticea-of  wichednefa  edrher  in  a  private  or  public  charac¬ 
ter,  it  is  contrary  to  bis  renewed  nature  fo  to  do ;  and 
the  onregenerate  man  cannot  carry  on  defigns  and  prac¬ 
tices  of  true  rdigfon  and  bolinefe,  he  has  no  principlea 
capable  of  producing  them* 

'  19  How  fair  foever  peoples  profeffiom  and  appearan¬ 
ce*  may  be;  yet  if  their  principles  are  un found,  and 
thek  lives  immoral ;  if  their  doctrines  do  hot  tend  to 
boltnefa,  and  their  converfatioo  be  not  anfwerahly  good ; 
they,  like  barren  trees  that  only  cumber  the  ground, 
lha.ll  in  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  be  cut  down  by 
death,  and  cal  into  everlalting  burnings. 

10  By  thefe  different  fruits,  therefore,  of  finful  and 
holy  principles,  dilpofitions,  and  a&ions,  ye  may  di- 
ftingmfli  falfo  teachers  and  pretenders  to  religion  from 
myfersunts  and  true  difciples;  and  by  thefe  ye  may 
know  their  different  ends. 

sr  For  it  is  not  every  one  who  makes  an  outward 
profeffio'h  of  religion  $  no,  nor  who  in  words  owns  me 
for  bis  Lord  and  Mafter,  and  calls  upon  my  name  with 
a  Teeming  seal  and  fervour ;  much  las  is  it  any  one  who 
does  thefe  tbings  only  in  a  cold  and  formal  manner, 
that  lhall  enter  into  my  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory: 
But  they  fliall  be  admitted  thither  who  are  brought,  hear¬ 
tily  to  embrace  and  comply  with  the  will  of  my  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  by  helieving  in  me  whom  he  has  fent,  and 
by  yielding  unfeigned  obedience  to  his  commands. 

22  Many 


4* 

11  HlDT^tl 
fry  to  me  in  that 
daj>  LnrH,  Lord, 
hire  vf  »«  pro- 
phcJkd  in  thy 
name  ?  and  in  thy 
umt  hive  cjlt 
oatdEcvih?  and  in 
fhy  nunc  done 
many  wonderful 
varkf? 


And  then 
will  1  piofefs  t  in¬ 
to  Them,  I  never 
knew  .yon :  de¬ 
part  from  nte,  ye 
that  work  iniqiii* 
ty. 
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22  Many  will  flatter  tbetnfelyea'  with  vain  hopes » 

and,  when  their  fears  begin  to  rife  in  the  awful  days  of 
death  and  judgment,  .will  betake  .tbemfelves  to  falfe  re* 
fuges,  and  with  horror  and  furprifc-  wi)!  plead  in  an  ap* 
peal  to  me,  faying.  Lord,  have  we  not  preached  the 
gofpel  under  thy  com  million?  and  have  we  norfaatke- 
ven  the  faith  of  miracles  to  caft  ont  devils,  and  to  do 
many  other  great  and  marvellous  works  in  thy  name  ? 
wilt  thou  not  therefore  now  receive  and  osm  ns  for  thy 
difciples,  and  heftow  upon  upon  ,us  the  reward  of  eter¬ 
nal  life  which  we  expe&ed  ?  - 

23  But  («ai)  I  will  rcjeft  all  their  vain  pleas,  as  ut¬ 
terly  iufufficient,  faying  in  a  .judicial  way  to  them,  I 
all  along  knew  you  to  be  fecret  hypocrites,  while  ye 
were  profeffing  and  preaching  in  my  name,  arid  doing 
the  miraculous  wor Its  which  1  ordered  to  he  wrought  by 
your  hands,  not  for  your  own  fakes,  but  for  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  my  gofpel  and  the  good  of  others ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  never  eireemed  or  t  approved  of  you  as  my  true 
difciples  and  fervants;  nor  will  1  now  own  or  accept  you 
as  fnch ;  1  qow  hanifh  you  from  my  bleffed  and  glorious 
prefence,  to  cverlafting  mifery  and  defpair,  O  all  ye 
wilful  tranfgreflbrE. 

24,  25.  Since  therefore  fomething  more  than  *  law 
profeffion  .and  external  privileges  is  neceflary  to  falva- 
tion,  whoever  hears,  and  ferioufly  confiders,  embraces 
by  faith  and  love,  and  a£ts  according  to  the  do&rines  I 
have  been  delivering,. be.  may  fad  compared  to  a- thought¬ 
ful,  prudent  and  firilful  man,  who,  in  profpeft  of  dan¬ 
ger,  builds  his  houfe  upon  a  rock  that  it  may  he  fecure, 
and  whofc  expeditions  are  anfwered  m  the  event;  for 
when  dorms,  and  rains,  and  floods,  -  come  to  beat  ever 
fo  furioufly  upon  that  houfe,  it  Hands,  fall,  because  its 
foundation  is  immoveable :  So  he  who  receives  and  ob¬ 
serves  my  inflru&ions,  builds,  upon  a  firm  and  fetid 
bottom  that  will  never- fail  bioj  v  I -will  he' like  Shrerix- 
nal  rock  underneath  him,  and  ms  hope  in  me  fhail  ne¬ 
ver  make  him  afhamed ;  for  whatever  temptations  and 
perfecutions,  doubts  and  feaTS  and  dangers,  may  aflault 
him,  in  life  or  death,  he  fliall  not  mifearry,  but  fhail 
Hand  in  judgment  at  laft,  becaufe  he  is  foundedupon 
the  Rock  of  ages. 

_  26,  27.  On  the  other  hand,  whoever  heafstny  in- 
ftru&ions,  but  difregards  them,  and  never  puts  them 
into  pra&ice,  may  very  properly  be  compared  to  an  in- 

"  conG- 

H  O  T  .  B. 

t  A*  our  hleflcd  Lord  could  not  be  ignonnt  of  their  character?,  tins  is  a  plain  infhncc 
knawkdgt  bdng  put  for  approbation;  as  it  Ukrwifc  is  to  Pftfm  i.  6.  and  i  Cotv 
Acxurdto^j  i  knno  run,  fcrtodfrcd  lalU tz  btf/Roin.  vtt.  jj. 


14  Therefore* 
wbodfbcrcr  hmr* 
ttk  thefe  frying* 
«f  tuna  t  and 
doctb  them  ,  1 
-will  hken  unto  * 
urife  minr  which 
built  his  houfe 
upon  1  rock : 

■  ij  And  the 
vain  ddbefuLed  , 
*nd  the  flood t 
Came,  and 
winds  blew,  and 
best  upon  that 
boufe;  and  it  fell 
not,  Ttvr'  it  ms 
founded  upon  s 

nefc. 


id  And  ctery 
one  that  hcarcth 
theft  ikyihgf  of 
9,  1  riocth 

them 


nu  CM, 
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«hfni  not,  fall  coafidcrate  carelefs  man,  who  builds  his  houfe  upon  a 
a*  iaetife^van*  ao^  &ndy  foundation  \  for  when  ftorms  and  rains 
*!iid»  brill’ hit  beat  upon  the  fuperftrutture,  it  is  eafily  overturned  and 
hw<e  upon  dir  utterly  deftroyed,  as  having  no  good  bottom  to  keep  it 
And  the  froDa  inking  and  falling  in  itsown  ruins :  So  the  mere, 
ni^7ddteided,  empty,  hypocritical  profeflbr  of  religion,  has  nocking 
end  the  foods  to  fupport  or.  fecure  him  in  an  hoar  of  temptation  aha 
5nd*  bfaw  rad  danger,  Qiucb  lefe  in  the  day  of  death- and  judgment; 
brat  upon’  that  but  rauftinevitahly  pcrilh,  and  that  with  great  aggrava- 
houfc;  inditfetl,  tion  of  his  fin  a«d  folly,  and  to  his  dreadful  difappoint- 
S?.??*-'1”  ment  for  ever. 

as  And  it  cum  *28  When  Jefos  had  concluded  this  ferment,  the  com- 

to  piO  what  l«-  moo  people  that  heard  him  were  filled  with  wonder  and 
fti*n  fffinnjhn  admiration  at  the  excellence  of  bis  difcourfe,  though 
pcopiTamtOo-  without  any  laving  effedl  upon  friany  of  them. 
n;.(hoiaii)is  doc-  *9  For  toe  nature  of  bis  doctrine,  and  the  manner 
*  ijVorhettnefit  «f  his  delivering  it,  were  fuch,  that  he  appeared,  even 
them  »  one  h>-  to  them,  to  fpcak  with  furprifing  majefty  and  authority* 
ving  authority ,  and  with  aa  evidence  of  truth  and  importance  which 
feribe".01  U  tbC  could  not  be  contra  dialed  ;  and  not  with  the  trifling 
formality,  and  according  to  the  uncertain  traditions,  of 
their  Rabbits. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

All  our  religion  Ihould  begin  at  home ;  andinftead  of  being  uncharitably  fevere 
in  cenfuring  others,  wcthouM  be  carefully  looking  into  our  own  hearts  and  wavs, 
obfervtng  and  condemning  all  that  is  amtlii  in  ourielvcs,  and  labouring  by  divine 
grace  to  reform  k:  Without  this,  what  will  all  our  pretended  zeal,  profdlions 
of  Chrift'a  name,  gofpel-privileges,  prayers,  and  cither  preaching  or  hearing  of 
the  word,  come  to  r  And  what  a  dreadful  di&ppotatment  will  many  formalifrs 
tn  religion  meet  with  at  tbe  (aft  day !  Our  corrupt  hearts  mull  be  changed  by  re- 
nc*ing  grace,  before  we  can  be  truly  holy  in  our  lives ;  and  our  principles  molt 
be  right,  before  our  pra<5t ices  can  be  fo.  The  bell  way  therefore  of  (wowing  per* 
fcti<i  and  dodtrines,  is  by  their  fruits,  according  as  they  are  agreeable  to  the  word 
of  God  or  not.— How  ihould  we  dread  the  thoughts  of  following  the  multitude 
to  do  evil,  left  we  follow  them  into  hell ;  or  of  building  our  hopes  of  bappinefs  on 
iniecure  grounds,  left  they  fail  us  to  our  final  definition !  And  bow  earned 
Ihould  we  be  in  our  applications  to  a  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  go  along  with 
the  happy  fear  to  cverlafting  life,  or  may  be  Wife  unto  lalvation !  BlclTcd  be  God 
for  the  high  afiqraijces  we.  bave,  that  tbe  humble,  importunate  prayer  of  faith 
ftiall  not  be  in  vain ;  that  our  heavenly  Father  will,  in  the  riches  of  his  merry, 
hear  and  anfwer  us,  and  freely  bellow  tbe  beft  of  Wefiings  upon  us ;  and  that  by 
a  faith  that  is  productive  of  real  boKneft,  we  flsalT  reft  on  a  fure  foundation,  wea¬ 
ther  every  ftorm,  and  get  fafo  to  glory.  But  O  hnw  concerned  Ihould  we  he, 
not  only  to  hear  and  admin  the  doctrines  of  Cbrilt,  but  to  be  fovingly  acquainted 
with  them  1 


CHAP.  VIU. 

ChriJPi  eleenfing  a  leper*  1,-4.  Heating  a  palfy  and  fever*  ?, — 18. 
Dlfcaurfing  with  two perforu  about  follciving  Aim,  19, —  22.  Still i>:g 
a  tempeji*  23,-27.  And  c&JHh^  tut  devils*  28,-34. 
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T  t  I  T. 

WHurf  Ti« 
conu^ 
dnwrt  fivm  the 
nwmtaTn,  great* 

ifiit](itfiilt$  fol 4 

loved  .hira, 
i  Aqd  btEwU, 
riicrtcamc  a  let- 
per  and  umrfliip- 
prd  him,  f^yjtigf 
l,nrd  ,  if  thou 
vriht  ebon  cntid 
mjfce  me  clean* 


y  And  Jeftrt 
ftit  f.H’fh  to'.ihjruf 
and  touched  him* 
fiyifijj,  I  unfJ ;  be 
tbnit  clcii).  And 
tin  mo)  tardy  his 
fc-pnriy  wa»  tie  atr¬ 
ial. 


4  And  Jdirt 
£mh  onto 
Set  thou  tdl  no 
nan;  bur  go  thy 
wayT  Ibew  thy 
frit  to  the  prieft, 
and  offcr  the  gift 
that  Moles  com* 
mended,  for  a 
teftimouy  unto 
them* 


5  And  when 
Jcibs  W4S  entered 
into 


The  Evangeltft  Matthew  paraphrased.  CB.  vlii. 

Paraphrase. 

WIIen  Jefus  had  made  an  end  of  his  fermon,  and 
come  down  from  the  mount  where  he  preached 
it,  vafl  multitudes  of  people  went  after  him. 

2  And  as  he  preached  to  them,  ia  he  frequently  took 
opportunities  of  confirming  bis  do&rine  hy  miracles : 
Among  thefe,  we  have  a  remarkable  infanCe  of  one 
wrought  on  a  man  over* run  with  leprofy,  which  the 
Jnns  ufed  to  look  upon  as  an- unclean  diftemper  that 
was  infli&ed  by  the  immediate  hand  of  Qod  in  token 
of  his  difpleafure,  and  codM  not  be  cured  by  human 
ait,  (2  Kings  v.  y.)  This  leprous  perfon  came  to  Jefus ; 
and,  throwing  himfclf  at  bis  feet  K>r  mercy,  begged  that 
he  would  take  pity  on  bim,  faying.  Lord,  I  verily  be* 
Heve  that,  if  thou  plea  Ceil,  thou  art  able  to  cleanfe  me 
from  this  otherwife  incurable  difeafe. 

3  And  he  no  fooner  applied  to  Chrtft  with  this  faitb, 
but  he  effectually  anfwered  it;  and,  touching  him  with 
his  hand,  faid,  with  the  majefty  and  authority  of  a  God, 
1  am  as  ready  as  thy  Giitfa  can  be ;  /  -will;  what  thou 
alkeft  jp.  granted  $  1  fay  unto  the,  Be  thou  clean.  And 
fo  powerful  were  his  words,  that  the  man  was  in  that 
very  infant  cleanfed  of  bis  leprofy :  He  fpake  and  it 
was  done  ;  be  faid,  Let  it  be  fo,  and  it  was  fo. 

4  Hereupon  Jefus,  as  was  ctrftomary  with  him,  char* 
ged  the  man  that  be  ihoutd  not  immediately  divulge 
die  miracle  to  anyone,  thereby  defignmg  to  avoid  all 
appearances  of  odentatton,  and  all  unite  ceGhry  occaG- 
ons  of  provoking  the  envy  and  jagegf  thzPharifcej 
But  he  bid  him  go  dire&Iy.and  fuomit  bimCelf  to  the 
examination  of  the  prieft^  who  by  divine  appointment, 
( Ltrv*  *iii.  2,  &<\)  was  to  judge  of  lepers  and  of  their 
clcauGng;  and  upon  the  prieft's  pronouncing  him  to 
be  clean,  Jefus  further  enjoined  him  to  offer  the  fieri- 
Gee  which  'in  Gich  cafes  was  required,  by  the  law  of 
Atofay  {Lev.  xiv.  4,  drc.)  And  he  ordered  him  to  do 
all  this,  that  it  might  be  a  legal-proof  to  the  Jrws  of 
the  truth  9/  the  miracle,  of  his  own  diyiue  power  who 
had  wrought  it,  and  of  his  regard  to  Mo/eft  law  *,  and 
that  it  might  be  a  witetds  again  ft  them,  if  after  this 
they  flioiild  reject  him. 

5,  6.  And  when  jefus  returned  back  to  Cdpefitaumy 
where  benow  dwelt,  (chap*  iv.  1  j.)  there  came^rf  cen - 

turion, 

T  E. 


N  O 

+  It  appear*  from  7j%*t  vii.  Uiit  the  ceit- 
teruvi  in  Jvs  £irat  humility  thought  himlt-lf 
UiiMhy  10  ownc  to  Omit;  ami  itwAmt 
UiU  o*A  at  firft  coiuc  but  ient  utltcrs 


whom  he  looked  apon  to  he  more  worthy  ; 
ukI  ii  thcic  ttot  hla  pniitic.^  and  fpake  the 
word*  he  ordered  them,  fome  fuppqfe  that 
the y,  according  to  the  language  of  die  Jrar, 
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Luo  Capernaum,  turion,  that  isf  a  captain  over  an  hundred  of  the  Homan 
Wm'a'eennirio!^  foidiers,  to  in  treat  him  on  the  behalf  of  a  fervant,  for 
iKfccdiiEg  him,  *  whom  he  was  greatly  concerned,  faying,  Lord,  3  fer- 
n  .\twMbymg,  Tant  of  mine  lies  at  my  boufe  dangeroufly  fick  of  a  palfy, 
L"hutmhomTjkk  in  very  great  diftrefs,  and  pall  relief  from  phyiicians  j 
oi  ihcpzlfjt,  grie-  I  humbly  hefeech  thee  to  fliew  thy  power  and  compaf- 
vtouily  coiwnt*  fion  in  healing  him. 

fd.  And  jefiu  7  And  Jelus,  defigning  to  make  this  man's  faith  (lift 
fiith  unio  him,  i  more  manifeit,  and  thereby  to  reprove  the  obfiinate  in- 
u-’IIoomtand hml  fidelity  of  the  Je^vSy  immediately  declared  his  willing** 
un*  nc£s  to  go  to  his  fervant,  and  reftore  bis  health. 

8  The  eeotu-  8  The  centurion  hereupon  anfwercd,  faying,  Lord, 

frM  *s  t0°  great  5,11  honour  for  me,  who  am  a  Otniilet 

iurt’ worthy  thst  an<^  a  f?rea£  (inner;  1  am  utterly  unworthy  that  thou, 
tboa  iboukkfl  fliouldeft  fo  far  condefcend  as  to  come  into  my  houfe; 
rnme  und:r  my  neither  is  there  any  need  that  thou  fliouldeft  do  this 
the  word  only;  *n  0,^er  10  the  cure  which  I  humbly  bcfeech  thee  to 
and  my  fovant  work :  I  believe  that  thou  can  ft  heal  at  a  di  fiance,  as 
iiuit  be  healed.  well  as  where  thou  art  prefent;  and  if  thou  wilt  pleafe 

only  to  command  it,  I  am  fatisfied  my  fervant  fhall  be 
recovered  from  his  ficknds :  Thy  faying  it,  1  know,  will 
be  thy  doing  it. 

9  For  i  am  a  9  For  fucb  a  poor  creature  as  I,  who  am  only  a  little 

m  m  undo- *«who-  inferior  officer,  can  order  the  foldiers  under  me  to  go, 
dm  under  me:  come»  anc^  do  this  or  that,  as  1  pleafe;  and  they 

ami  1  lay  to  this  immediately  obey  me :  How  much  more  can  ft  thou, 
*«li  ?££?  who  haft  fovereign  power  over  all  diftempers,  command 
££h*r  Com*'  l^'s  ^rom  my  fervant,  wherever  thou  art,  and  when- 

anil  he  cometh ;  ever  thou  wilt.  * 

*ni.  H>riBty  w*~  10  ^l*cn  heard  this  anfwer,  though  he  could 

Indhe  dixrh it!’  not  be  furprifed  at  it  as  if  he  had  not  foreseen  it;  for 

10  When  Je-  he  both  wrought  the  faith  that  difeovered  itfelf  in  fo 

fus  wonderful  a  manner,  and  knew- what  was  in  all  men ; 

thendut  Ttt  P<d)licly  exprefled  himfelf  with  an  air  of  great 
fptidweri.  Verily,  admiration  at  it,  to  intimate  that  it  was  exceeding  rare 
*  ***  and  to  make  it  the  more  taken  notice  of, 

fiith"  no  faying  to  the  difciples,  and  others  that  were  with  him, 
nut  in jftatl.  This  is  3  noble  inftance  of  ftrong  and  humble  faith  in¬ 

deed  1  truly,  I  have  not  met  witn  any  thing  like  ir,  no, 
not  among  thpfe  that  I  have  healed  of  the  children  of 
Abraham  themfelves,  to  whom  pertain  the  covenant* 
and  the  promifes,  and  who  have  had  the  advantage  of' 
fitting  under  my  miniftry,  and  feeing  more  effeus  of 
my  power  than  this  man  was  ever  acquainted  with. 

n  And 


N  o  T  r.. 

yvrrc  reputed  as  the  man  himJHf,  and  he  was  ne*rr r,  thecrnturfcn  himfelf  cattt, 
f*id  tv  1L1  that,  which  he  did  by  them  :  Kitt  in  this  mwinct  to  him, 
k  iccros  pivb^bie  thiit  at  Lit,  a*  CnUi  drew 

r*  I>  * 


nd  fpiJte 


1 


S 
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it  .And  I  fay 
you  t  that 
Tu.my  Clinic 

fTwn  the  rufland 
Wtlt  arulfli-iifct 
down  ui  !i  Ahr^ 
ham,  ajtd  1  iliac, 
^iid  J^ctihf  in  the 
kingdom  oi  hca- 
nn. 


ti  Put  the 
rhildrvn  of  tii^ 
kinylom  ifcsjl  he 
cart  out  into  oui- 
crihrknc&uhcre 
fbaU  U;  weep  hi* 

and  j»ua£hing  of 

teeth* 


Amt  Jdui 
{i\A  unto  the  cm- 
turisii,  Go  thy 
way  ;  and  a*  rhoa 
bait  brlicvcfl1  fi» 
tic  it  done  unto 
thee*  And  his 
Servant  was  heal* 

fcl  la  the  lirlf- 

iiimc  hour. 

14  Ami  when 
Jcfus  was  come 
inrvPtterMioufe, 
he  law  his  life's 
mother  laid,  and 
fiilt  of  a  fever* 
lj  And  he 
touched  her 
hand,  and  the  fe¬ 
ver  left  her  :  and 
fhc  jmie  and 
ruiniftered  unto, 
them* 


r  i  Ant?  I  afluredly  tell  you,  that  this  is  only  a  pledge 
of  what  ihall  be  hereafter;  For  many  of  the  Gentiles 
flin.ll  come  from  all  pans  of  the  world,  at  the  g  rested: 
distance  from  each  other,  even  from  the  rifing  of  the 
fun  to  the  going  down  of  the  fame;  ami  (ball  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  covenant  made  with  Abraham ,  ijaacy 
amt  Jacoby  to  inherit  the  hleftlngs  of  the  kingdom  of 
grace  here,  and  to  be  received  to  a  Hate  of  reft  and  ho* 
nour,  and  delightful  entertainment  with  them,  in  the 
kingdom  of  glory  hereafter. 

12  Hut,  on  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  natural  feed 
of  Abraham)  who  glory  in  their  privileges,  and  are  vi- 
(ibly  in  covenant  with  God,  (hall  for  their  obilinacy^nd 
unbelief  be  cut  off  from  their  federal  relation  to  him, 
and  excluded,  like  out-cafl  Gentile:  y  from  the  privile¬ 
ges  and  blcftmgs  of  the  gofpeUkingdom  here  5  and  thall 
be  banifhed  from  the  kingdom  of  glory  hereafter,  ro 
that  hideous  darknefs  that  is  without  f,  where  they  muft 
dwell  who  arc  Ihut  out  of  heaven;  and  there  they  fliall 
bitterly  lament,  with  the  utrnoft  rage,  hoiror  and  tic- 
fpair,  to  think  what  bleffbdnefe  they  have  finned  away, 
and  what  imferies  they  have  brought  upon  themfelves. 

13  And  when  he  had  fpoken  thus  to  them  that  were 
with  him,  He  turned  to  the  centurion,  and  faid,  Your 
petition  is  granted  ;  go  back  to  your  houfe,  and  be  af- 
fured  that,  according  to  your  faith,  I  have  fpoken  the 
word,  and  your  fenrant  is  reftored.  And  fo  the  event 
proved  ;  for  at  that  very  time  it  was  found  that  he  was 
miraculoufly  healed. 

14  After  this,  Jefus  withdrew  from  the  multitude, 
and  went  into  the  houfe  where  Peter  dwelt,  his  wife's 
mother  living  with  him ;  and  there  he  faw  her  lying  on 
the  bed,  fick  of  a  fever. 

15  And,  his  compaOion  being  moved,  he  took  her 
by  the  hand,  not  to  feel  the  pulfe  as  phyGcians  ufe  to 
do,  but  to  raife  her  up,  [Mark  i.  3 t.)  or  to  give  the 
fignal  of  his  healing  her :  And  his  touch  was  as  effec¬ 
tual  in  this  cafe,  as  his  word  was  in  others  ;  for  the  fe¬ 
ver  immediately  went  off,  and  Jie r  ftrength  was  entirely 
reftored  at  once;  fo  rhat  fhc  inftantly  got  up,  and  went 
about  the  buftnefs  of  the  family,  to  provide  for  and  ferve 
their  welcome  Gueft,  as  a  demon flration  of  the  furpri* 
ling  miracle  Chrift  had  wrought  upon  her,  and  as  a  te- 
ftimony  of  her  love  and  gratitude  to  him. 

16  This 


N  O  T  E, 

t  Stifle  think  that  here  is  an  allufioa  ter  marHa£t-fcafH  antonf?  flic  ytinj,  who  nft-d  to 
h-'vr  them  at  oigKt  in  »  roortif  adnvmrd  vd\h  aUunrfancc  uf  Heliis ;  an^  ihtt  were  uot 
nd  ui  it:  cd  nmoiijg  ibe  mere  itut  ihx  durfc,  and  deprived  of  alTthe  dr%hts  <•! 

tile  «auaruiuarciit.  J  T^-* 


Ch.  vin. 

When  the 
even  wa*  oorot* 
they  brutighf  an* 
to  him  many  That 
u  erc  pofklled 
vkiili  JtvjU;  and 
he  oft  out  the 
iptrits  with  Ait 
word,  and  heal* 
ed  all  that  wire 
tick ; 


The  Evangefifl  Matthkw  farafhrafid - 

1 6  This  being  on  the  fabbath-day,  {AIuri  \t  2V-31.) 
as  foon  as  the  evening  came  on*  and  the  fahhath  f  was 
ended*  the  people  came  to  him*  and  brought  with  them 
abundance  of  tick  perfons*  and  ntch  us  were  poflefied 
with  devils,  that  he  might  relieve  them:  And  fo  great 
was  his  mercy  toward  them*  and  his  power  for  theic 
h'elp*  that  barely  by  fpeaking  a  word,  like  the  fbvereign 
Lord  of  all*  hef  JifpcifdTcd  the  evil  fpirits,  and  healed 
the  difeafes  of  all  th;n  came  to  him  fur  cure*  how  bad 
foever  their  condition  had  been; 


17  That  it 
might  he  fulfilled 
which  vasfpokeu 
fey  Elkiu*  the 
projihst,  faying, 
HimJcJf  took  onr 
iutirwkiw  ,  and 
lire  nr  fickDCP 
iis. 


j8  Now  when 
Jclus  Jaw  great 
amilimulea  ul>niit 
him  ,  he  (five 
eummandmeutto 
depart  unto  the 
oilier  fide. 


17  That  Ifaiah's  prophecy  of  the  Mefliah,  faying* 
(chap.  Hii*^')  He  has  borne  our  griefs  and  carried  cwr 
forrtrws ,  might  be  fulfilled  in  him,  not  only  by  his 
bearing  our  Jins  in  his  qvju  body  on  the  i rct\  ( 1  Vet.  ii. 
24*)  and  fo  fuiFcring  for  them  in  our  room  and  rtcad; 
but  likewife  by  his  fy m path i ling  with  os  under  our  fur¬ 
rows,  and  healing  us  of  thofc  di (cafes  That  were  the  fruit 
of  Jin*  and  £0  taking  it  away  with  all  its  dreadful  con* 
fequences. 

18  At  another  time,  (Atari  iv*  35.)  when  great 
multitude  were  gathered  together*  and  crowded  about 
our  Saviour,  more  out  of  curiofny*  and  from  Jocular 
views,  than  any  defign  of  receiving  lptritua!  benefit* 
he  ordered  his  difciples*  whom  he  had  chofen  to  be  a- 
pofUes,  to  get  a  boat,  and  carry  him  over  to  the  other 
tide  of  the  lea  of  Galilee* 


19  A»a  ico  19  And  while  they  were  preparing  for  it*  a  certain 
um  feribe  came,  dodtor  of  the  law,  who,  according  to  the  notions  of 
l^at  day  *bout  the  Mefliah,  thought  he  would  foon  ap- 
luwrhctf  whiter'  pear  with  great  power  am!  grandeur,  to  fet  up  a  tempo* 
fcever  rhoo  godh  T^i  kingdom  in  the  world,  laid  unto  him.  Mallei*  1  am 
rcfolved  to  be  thy  difciple*  and*  where- ever  thou  goell, 
to  go  along  with  thee. 

10  And  Jcfts  20  But  Jefus,  knowing  his  heart*  anfwcred  him,,  A- 
f«uh  wiio  him,  y0ur  expectations  of  worldly  advantage  b*  follow- 
hole*  ind  the  *nS  mc  meet  with  a  great  difappoiDtmenr :  Foi  even 
l\iiW  or  the  air  the  foxes  have  their  holes  of  retreat  for  rcit  and  fafety* 
1^%  **%'  b"t  anc*  T^e  birds  cf : he  air  have  their  nclts  to  lodge  in  and 
luth^otwhmco  chcrilh  their  young;  hur  (*  who  am  truly  a  man,  and 
Uyftjhead,  appear  under  the  character  of  the  proniifrrf  MHTiuh  as 
the  Son  of  man,  {ZW.  vii.  13.)  have  no  fettled  piac c 
of  abode,  nor  any  houfc  of  my  own,  wherein  to  lod^e 
myfclf*  much  left  to  entertain  iny  followup  and  din* 

at 


N  o  t  1*. 


t  The  Jlfif's  GiMuth  vu  from  the  cve- 
jimtf  or  hu^fctitM£  of  the  day  before,  10 
the  evening  or  fan -Getting  of  (Sa;  \\±yt  Ln\ 
xaiih  31.  And  *3  th*j  pbarfivs  oLjt AeJ.a- 
(iiin;!,  ind  the*  irieinlUvfr  icvuplwi  c.uiv- 

1) 


ln^  hIkhii  ihtlr  fick  nn  ilio  fiMt-LiJi-ihiy  ;  i\> 
as  Imn  ihs  <rvcr.il- jj  fan  (''run**  h*<f  pat 
an  end  \*>  it  ^  Uu-y  th:;r  di^-  *sid  w 

Ciifllt  t<:  hi 


5 


4 


54 


The  EvangcKj}  Ma  tthew  parapbrajed .  Ch*  viii. 

at  this  very  time  £  want  to  lie  down  and  take  roy  reft, 
being  wearied  with  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  £  have  no 
convenient  place  for  it  +. 
ii  And  tin-  2i  Another,  who  was  one  of  his  difeiptes  at  large, 
tWr  »i  hsdnei-  Upon  his  calling  him  to  the  miniftry,  deli  red  to  be  cx- 
him,  Sa.Tf-  cufed  for  a  while,  (Lttke  ix.  59,  da.)  faying.  Lord,  on- 
f<r  me  fiitl  10  go  Jy  let  me  firft  go  home,  and  take  cue  of  U  my  father’s 
£'*»*  "X  fi*  funeral,  and  fettle  the  affaire  of  my  family,  and  then  I 
Kr'  I  will  be  at  your  fervice. 

si.  Bat  Tcfiii  22  But  how  lawful  and  commendable  foever  his  at- 
Ftdiow11  me  and  ten(*'nB  t0  thofe  things  might  be  in  itfelf ;  yet  as  his 
Ui  the  dL-ad’bqry  motion  about  it  was  unfeafonahlc,  and  difeovered  a 
their  d«4.  backwardnefs  of  mind  to  follow  Chrifl,  and  an  'indue 
hankering  after  earthly  concerns,  our  Lord  looked  upon 
'  this  delay  as  a  denial,  and  faid,.I  will  admit  of  no  ex- 
cufe  :  Give  yourfelf  up  to  me  and  my  work  wav;  and 
leave  it  to  them,  who  are  dead  in  trefpafies  and  (ins,  to 
bury  their  relations  that  are  corporally  dead,  without 
hindering  yourfelf  in  the  more  important  affairs  to  which 
1  call  you*  See  the  note  on  Luke  ix.  60. 

*3  And  when  2,  By  thjs  time  the  difeiptes  had  got  a  boat  ready, 
r»  1  imp.  tmdir-  and  out  Lord  went  into  it,  they,  as  ufual,  accompany' 
cipiu-  folWcd  ing  him. 

d  ^  24  And  as  they  were  croffing  the  feh  toward  the 

hnlJ,  there  aroii  country  of  the  Gadarensy  (ver.  28.}  it  is  very  remarka- 
tempsitin  ble,  that,  though  Ch  rill  was  with  them,  there  arofe  on 
that  il’elhiTwrt  a  ^ut^n  a  terrible  ftorm  of  wind,  aud  the  billows  ra- 
ewvtred  vithThe  g«l  and  fwelied,  and  tofied  the  boat  about,  fo  that  ir 
waves  :  but  he  was  almoft  filled  with  water,  and  fee  in  ed  juft  ready  to 
wjsaflcqi.  fink :  But  JefuB  himfelf  was  at  that  time  afletp,  for  the 
refrefiiment  of  his  weary  body,  aud  the  trial  of  their  faith. 
X*  And  his  V  Thcn.<  JUttt  )  his  difciplhs,  being  in  great  furprife 
di^ipUs  cjinr  10  and  terror,  immediately  nm  to  him,  and  waked  him, 
li|n>,  and  awoke  crying  put  with  a  mixture  of  faith  and  fear,  and  with 
iTnf  fiYuuv  wc  6rtfat  vehemence,  Lord,  arife  for  our  helps  we  are  in 
pcrilh.  '  the  utmolt  danger  of  being  caft  away,  and,  unlcfs  thou 
haft  mercy  upon  us,  are  all  loft  men,  and  muft  unavoid* 
ably  perilh. 

is  Aiulheikith  26  And  he  anfwered  them.  Why  are  ye,  who  have 
unto  them.  Why  feen  fo  much  of  my  power  and  tender  care,  afraid  of 
3ny  mifchicf  whiUt  1  am  with  you  ?  What,  do  yc  inu- 
Then  ginu 

N  Q  T  »  fi. 

j-  As  our  hldled  l*oxd  hid  beta  before  much  imo  the  ihtp,  he  lav  down  with  his  hesd  »n 
by  bis  preaching  and  by  ike  crowd*  a  pillow,  aod  fcUatiecp,  14.  compared 
of  people  that  came  tn  him  to  be  hca^rd,  be  with  iv.  jS, 

may  bp  Aippokd  to  Uzvc  rcffinx-J  in 

to  his  mean  ci  mi  m  fiances  aud  in  (urticuUir  fj  V/hether  his  father  imaged,  or  dan- 
tu  It  Li  being  Lind,  and  vantiii^  to  lie  down  otroofiy  Tick,  or  drtjflr  dcah,  is  nrioaily 
to  Ik'cp,  when  lie  fpake  of  bov*^  ntr  pfatc  to  (onj^ntttl ;  ami  Id  it  U  uncertain  for  how 

1$?  bis  b<Gti  :  accordingly,  as  fuun  m  he  wvat  long  he  defir^d  to  bur  cxaifwL 


t  *l‘l5 


Cb.vni. 

Then  he  anrffe, 
atul  rebuked  the 
windf  and  the 
£cz't  amitbertww 
a  great  calm* 


if  Rut  the  men 
marvelled  *  fry¬ 
ing,  What  man¬ 
ner  of  man  is 
this,  that  tttn'rhe 
vinifc  and  the  lea 
ubey  him  l 


iS  And  when, 
he  was  co roe  to 
the  other  in¬ 
to  the  country  of 
the  Ccr£dei« , 
there  met  him 
two  podciled  with 
devih  t  coming 
om  of  the  c^mbs; 
(fjuwJing  fierce, 
ii>  thut  no  man 
might  paftbythat 
way. 


ip  Andhrhoh], 
they  cried  out, 
faying ,  Whai 
have  we  to  do 
with  thee*  Jefr*, 
than  fan  of  <Jod? 
art  thou  come  hi¬ 
therto  torment  ns 
before  the  time  ? 


rfhe  EvaitgtKft  Matthltc  parapbraftd. 
gtne  that  becaufc  I  was  aflcep*  I  could  not  fave  you  ? 
did  this  fhake  your  truii  in  mer  or  what  juft  icafon 
could  there  he  for  fear,  O  ye  doubting  trembling  be¬ 
lievers?  fureiy  your  faith  is  very  low.  Ami  having  thus 
gently  reproved  them*  he  got  up  and  rebuked  the  llorm* 
like  the  God  of  nature*  who  gathers  the  mind  in  bis  ffs% 
and  bimts  the  foods  from  overf owing)  (I?rov_  xxx.  4.  Job 
jcxviiL  it,);  and  immediately  there  was  n  perfect  calm. 

27  At  this,  they  that  were  with  him  in  the  boat  were 
dftonilhed,  laying*  What  a  furprifmg  per  fon  is  this* 
^3r4Td*4f  (4TIV  tfTC(j  )  who  in  fuch  a  fovereign  way*  by  hi;; 
own  authority*  commands  rhe  wind  and  the  fea*  and 
they  fo  fudden ly  and  fo  alrfolmdy  obey  the  voice  of  his 
word!  furelv  he  mult  be  more  than  a  in;m;  lie  mud 
be  Hltewife  tliat  God*  whofe  property  it  is  to  fill  the 
nctfe  of  the  feat  and  make  the  forma  cahn *  fo  that  the 
waves  thereof  are  fill ,  (Phil.  Ixv.  7,  and  evii,  29.) 

28  When  he  had  palled  over  the  fea  of  Galilee)  and 
was  landed  in  the  country  of  the  GtrgefeneSy  which  in¬ 
cluded  the  region  of  the  Gadarenty  (fee  the  note  on 
Luke  viiu  26.)  and  was  inhabited  by  Gm titles  as  well  as 
Jcmsy  there  met  him  two  men  pofi’died  with  devils* 
who*  for  the  greater  terror  to  thetnfelvcs  and  others* 
were  ufoally  made  to  rove  about  in  lonely  places*  and 
in  caverns  of  rocks  and  mountains,  among  the  fepul- 
chres  of  the  dead  and  were  fo  exceeding  flrong  and 
furious  and  mifehtevous*  by  the  power  of  the  devils  in 
them*  that  there  was  no  dealing  with  them*  and  every 
one  was  afraid  to  go  that  way  upon  their  account. 

29  And  as  foon  as  they  faw  our  Lord*  the  devils 
that  poffcfled  them,  being  by  this  time  convinced  of  his 
divine  power,  and  terrified  at  the  thought  of  it,  cried 
out  with  dread  and  horror*  Jefus*  wc  know  that  thou 
art  indeed  the  Son  of  God*  and  that  wc  are  no  match 
for  thee;  and  as  we  have  no  intereft  in  thee*  we  defue 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  thee ;  let  us  alone  to  range 
at  pleafure  and  do  our  will ;  "We  own  indeed*  that  we 
are  now  like  perfons  in  chains,  ami  are  referved  to  more 
miferable  tortures*  which  we  dcfpair  of  efcaping  at  the 
great  day:  But  as  at  prefent  we  are  prifoners  at  large* 
what  means  thy  following  us  even  into  an  heathen  coun¬ 
try  ?  art  thou  come  to  retrench  our  liberty  here*  as  wcil 
as  among  the  Jews *  and  to  mcreafe  our  torment  or  tn 
fhut  us  up  in  hell  before  the  day  appointed  for  ihc  final 
judgment?  (See  the  note  on  Mark  y.  6  ) 

30*  31.  And 


N  O  T  E. 


|  The  tomb*  ii>  rhnfir  days  were  ufimly  In  rfefart  places  flittenl  from  touns ;  and  vrre 
tftca  iQBidc  in  the  fide*  of  CaVO  and  ^  u*  hi  the  dud  tuounUmSt 

D  4  i  Q* 


5 6  The  Evangelift  Matthew  parapbrafed,  Ch,  yiii. 


AnA  there 
a  good  way 
off  from  them  an 
herd  of  many 
taint,  tcnling. 

31  So  the  de- 
vitehtt'ouglit  him 
fiyingi  If  thou 
a(lu»outf  ft&ifcr 
vs  to  go  sway  into 

the  herd  of  twine, 

3*  And  lie  laid 
Unto  them,  Uo> 
And  when  they 
were  tome  out* 
they  went  into 
the  herd  of  lu  be: 
and  behold,  the 
wliiilc  herd  of 
fwine  ran  violent¬ 
ly  down  a  fteep 
pbcc  into  the  fca, 
and  perifhol  in 
the  Viters. 

33  And  they 
that  kept  them 
fid],  and  wenr 
their  ways  into 
the  city,  and  toM 
every  thing  ;  and 
vrhat  befallen 
to  the  poflefledof 
the  devils* 

34  And  be* 
hold,  the  whole 
cliy  came  o?u  to 
meet  J efiis:  and 
udien  they  faw 
him,  they  he  - 
fought  him  that 
he  would  depart 
out  of  their  crafts. 


30,  3K  And  as  a  great  herd  of  fwine  were  then  gra¬ 
zing  in  a  diffcmt  field ;  fo  the  devils  earneitly  intreated, 
that,  if  he  would  not  fufifer  them  to  keep  poflcJfion  of 
thefe  men,  he  would  permit  them  to  enter  into  that 
herd;  being  fully  affured  in  themfplires,  that  they  could 
neither  (lay  where  they  were,  nor  go  where  they  would, 
without  his  permillion, 

32  And  he,  for  wife  and  holy  ends*  fuffered  them  to 
go  f  >  juft  as  God  had  formerly  dune  in  Job's  cafe,  when 
Satan  de  fired  to  afflitl  him,  (  Job  u  12,  and  iu  6 .)  And 
upon  their  coming  out  of  the  men,  whom  they  could 
no  longer  polfcfs,  they  being  at  liberty  entered  of  their 
own  accord  into  the  whole  herd;  and  fuch  was  their 
furprifing  power  in  them,  that  the  fwiue  all  imedhte- 
tv  ran  with  fury  down  a  precipice  into  the  fca,  and 
there  were  drowned. 

33  Then  (s*)  the  keepers  of  the  herd,  being  filled 
with  terror  and  amazement,  haftened  with  all  fpeed  in¬ 
to  the  city  8,  and  reported  the  whole  of  what  they  knew 
about  the  Hidden  ppfleflion  and  deftruftion  of  all  the 
fwine  by  the  devils,  and  about  the  leave  they  had  ob¬ 
tained  of  Chrift  for  ir,  after  he  had  entirely  difpolTciicd 
them  of  the  two  men,  and  reftored  thofe  demoniacs  to 
as  calm  and  foher  a  ufe  of  their  rcafon,  and  to  as  regu¬ 
lar  behaviour,  as  ever  before. 

34  Ami  upon  thefe  amazing  tidings,  either  curiofity, 
or  fear  and  vexation,  carried  great  multitudes  out  of  the 
city  to  fee  Jefus;  and  their  carnal  hearts  were  fo  much 
dtfturbed  at  the  lofs  of  the  fwine.  That  as  foon  as  they 
faw  him,  fo  far  were  they  from  begging  his  prefence, 
grace  and  favour,  for  their  fpiritual  benefit,  or  from 
being  aft'efted  with  his  wonderful  mercy  to  the  mife- 
table  demoniacs,  and  thereupon  bringing  their  lick  to 
hint  to  heal  them,  that  they  were  afraid  of  him,  and 
eameftly  ijureated  him  to  quit  their  country  without  de¬ 
lay,  left  they  Ihould  fuller  fbme  further  lofs. 


RECOL- 

-.NOTES. 

t  Oijirl^onihercgavcanopptirtuoky  far  the  days  of  jfal(&bziw  which  fcvervly  forhad  fo 
rooftfeulihle  proof  that  cojild  be,  agiiofttbc  much  as  thru  keeping  fwine*  Vil.  SpiPCtr? 

of  the  cxiftcncct/f  evil  fpiriis;  «  d*  u&ib.  Hm%  Ilk  I*  Cap.  V\  JV, 

aiio  of  their  formidable  power  over  animats  Or  if  they  were  kept  By  the  Gcis&irs*  who 
licit  as  men,  and  of  hisohwn  fuperior*  ahio-  were  worihip|*crs  of  devils,  it  carried  ftron^ 
lutcand  unco  i^troulahU:  authority  oven  hem* .  onnvicfyMi  to  llicni  of  their  folly  and  mad* 
And  if  the  fwine  nac  fcept  by  the  TtTu'f*  .rids  iu  vnrrftiippUkg  futrh  Impure  and  mif- 
I  heir  dcflrncTu>n  hr  the  devils  a'ri^h-  ^icrous  fpirits,  r*-ho*  had  Chrift  permitted 
tcijiTi  retake  upon  them*  perhaps  for  catitg  them*  would  v  itfMiiiEly  have  deftroyedthem 
fwiiiCji  ficlUdircflly  coutrar,'  to  ticnl's  Uv/  j  t>r  ^  their  Iwitir,  But  whoever  wer  e  lltcit  owl*'* 
at  hsaft  far  Wrdermg  upon  the  breach  oft-iae  en,  Chril*  iurrhy  put  them  mi  a  trU  rvhr* 
U\vr  by  putting  ihrmfclv**  into  the  way  of  tlver  they  had  more  regard  to  them  than  him* 
temptation  to  trantgreft  it*  and  that  in  eon*  .See  aifb  tiic  note  on  Mart  v,  6 * 

Uadi^ion  to  their  own  cuufUtutkm*  after  the  g  This  was  null  probably  GaJeia, 


Ch.  be. 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  high  and  how  low  did  Chrift  appear  m  the  days  of  his  flcfh,  like  the  Son 
of  God,  ami  the  Sod  of  man  !  lie  behaved  Like  the  God  of  nature  and  of  grace, 
in  commanding  diftempers,  devils,  winds  and  waves,  and  giving  indications 
thereby  that  lie  come  to  law  his  people  from  fpiritiiri  as  \yetl  au  temporal 
evils.  But  O  aftoniihing  humiliation  and  felf-cfrmri  for  our  fakee  !  How  low  and 
ptx>r  was  he,  with  regard  to  the  accommodations  of  this  prefcnt  Kfc !  and  how 
fatigued,  with  labour,  and  in  want  of  Beep  to  rcfrelli  him! — AH  that  we  hear  of 
him,  will  turn  as  a  teftrmony  for,  or  agaiuft  us.  The  deviis  believe  him  to  be 
the  Son  of  God  ;  what  will  become  of  them  that  deny  him?  The  devils  believe 
and  tremble;  what  will  all  our  faith  come  to,  if  it  do  not  work  hy  love?  Ah 
itlf'decetvinif  fouis,  that  aim  at  fcciilar  advantages  by  their  following  Chrift,  or 
take  up  with  external  privileges  and  a  pier?  profefikm  of  religion  !  They  l>e 
tacluUcO  the  joys  of  heaven,  and  thruil  into  all  the  darknef*  and  horror  of  hell. 
And  ah  fboliih  and  ungrateful  creatures,  that  form  excufes  to  keep  them  off  from 
his  fervicc,  and  that  prefer  their  Twine,  their  lbulid  gain*  ami  to  him  ! 

How  worthy  is  he  of  our  frith  and  love,  adoration  and  obedience  !  And  what  a 
prevailing  iiHercft  with  him  has  a  humble  faith,  though  wc  arc  unwouhy  !  In  all 
our  furrows,  fears  and  danger*,  we  may  hereby  Jly  to  him  as  able  ami  willing  tq 
lave,  and  ihall  not  meet  with  a  dilappointmcut;  He  will  help  even  GcntiU  belie¬ 
vers  in  the  way;  will  give  them  Abrahnt^s  blcfling,  and  glorify  them  with  him 
at  the  end. — Who  that  knows  his  name  would  not  traft  in  him  ?  The  weakeft  in 
faith  has  Chrift  for  hia  friend,  and  fhould  not  be  afraid ;  and  ftrong  believers  ttiall 
receive  tokens  of  his  higbeft  pkafur?  in  them,  Whilit  he  is  with  and  for  us,  Sa- 
tan  fhal*  have  no  power  over  us,  nor  (ball  any  evil  harm  us;  but  wo  to  us,  if  he 
depart  from  us ! 


CHAP.  IX. 

Cbrifi’s  healing  a  palfjy  Calling  Matthew,  and  eating  v;iih  pu * 

bliems  and  fmnersy  p> — 13.  His  defence  of  hit  difdplet  Jbr  net 
fafiittgi  1 4, **~i  7.  Curing  the  bloody  flux?  and  raijing  jairu^J  daugh¬ 
ter  from  the  dead t  18* — 16.  Hcjioring  two  blind  tnen  to  Jight ,  27, 
-1—31*  Cafiing  out  a  devil \  32, — 34*  And  bit  preachings  and  com- 
pajjim  to  the  people 7  35,^38, 


Trxt. 

AND  he  en¬ 
tered  into  a 
JtijH  and  filled 
over,  and  came 
into  his  own  city. 


1  Aniltfhotd, 
thry  brought  to 
himauuuiickuf 
I  he  palfy,  lying 
on  a  ficd  *  Mid 

Jefus  feeing  their 
frith,  Jrii  unto 
the  hek  of  the 
P«uy,  .Son,  be  of 
good  cheer,  thy 
imi  he  fpigivui 
thee. 


Paraphrase. 

rT'HE  Gergtfencs  having  deli  red  Chrift  ro  leave  their 
-*■  coaft,  alas  for  them  !  he  toolc  them  at  rheir  word, 
and  went  back  again  into  the  boat ;  and  crofting  over 
the  lea  of  Galliety  returned  to  Ctij>crnaumt  the  city 
where  he  ufually  dwelt. 

2  And  h  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  even  in  his  own 
city,  where  prophets  ufually  have  the  lea  ft  honour,  he 
met  with  a  fignal  inftance  of  faith :  For  there  was  a  man 
fo  enfeebled  with  the  pally,  that  he  could  not  poffibly 
get  t-Q  him  without  being  carried  ;  but  was  brought  with 
great  difficulty  through  crowds  of  people  on  a  bed, 
{M/trk  it.  4.)  And  Jefus,  obfervmg  the  faith  of  the  lick 
man,  as  .well  as  of  his  friends  that  brought  him.  Cud, 
Son,  (oaf-u,)  be  confident  of  my  mercy,  and  rejoice $ 


3  Anftbdinld, 
certain  of  (he 
fakl  with¬ 
in  fhcmfclrn  , 
Thif  mm  blip 
pheoah. 


4  And  J efos, 
th"ir 

tUou>>hts ,  faid , 
Whcuforc  think 
evil  in  your 


Jre  evil 

iuilU  £ 


S  For  whether 
I*  tjfier  ?  to  by, 
Thy  fins  \ *.  for* 
given  thee  ?  or  to 


6  But  that  yo 
may  know  th*t 
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for  I  difeharge  thee  from  the  guilt  of  thy  fins  +. 

3  Ami  behold  how  ready  the  JrwiJb  doctors  were  to 
be  offended  at  him.  Some  of  them,  upon  hearing  thde 
words,  thought  in  their  own  minds,  This  man,  talcing 
upon  him  to  forgive  (ins,  is  guilty  of  downright  blaf- 
phemy ;  he  hereby  a  flumes  a  power  to  him&lf,  that  be¬ 
longs  to  God  only. 

4  Then  (u<)  Jcfus,  knowing  the  moil  fecret  mur- 
murings  of  their  hearts,  expoftulated  with  them,  fay¬ 
ing,  Why  do  ye  reafon  fo  perverfcly  and  injurioufly  iu 
your  own  minus  againft  me  as  if  I  were  a  blafphemer  ? 
Thefe  are  all  envious  and  (infill  thoughts. 

5  For  let  me  propofe  this  fair  queftion  to  you:  Is  it 
not  as  cafy  to  remove  the  caufe  as  the  effect  ?  or  to  for¬ 
give  (ins,  as  to  take  oft*  their  pnmfhroent  by  my  own 

£17- ,  AiUc  and  ‘  power  and  authority?  One  of  tbefe  is  uo  more  difficult 
*  than  the  other  ;  and  he  that  has  authority  in  himfelf  to 

do  one,  can  as  eafily  do  the  other. 

6  But  I  chofe  to  exprefs  my  divine  power  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  to  lead  your  thoughts  to  the  principal  delign  of  my 
coming  into  the  world :  And  that  ye  may  fee  that  1, 
who  am  truly  a  man,  and  the  Mcffiah,  have  indeed  au¬ 
thority  in  my  felf,  even  now  whiifl  I  am  on  earth,  to 
forgive  fins,  I  will  immediately  take  off  this  effe£t  of 
Gn  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  equally  impoflible  to  any  but 
God.  Then,  turning  to  the  mail  (ick  of  the  palfy,  he 
faid,  with  an  air  of  abfolute  fovereignty,  without  any 
figns  of  add  refs  to  God,  Arife  this  inftant  ;  and,  as  a 
demonftration  of  perfect  recovery,  take  up  your  bed, 
and  carry  it  home. 

7  And  he  no  fooner  fpake,  but  it  was  done.  The 
man  immediately  got  up;  and  was  fo  perfectly  reflored 
to  his  ftrength,  and  to  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  that  he 
took  up  his  bed  in  the  fight  of  all  the  multitude,  and 
carried  it  away. 

8  And(<tc}  though  the  common  people  did  not  fee 

the  whole  of  ChrUfs  glory  therein ;  yet  they  were  aw¬ 
fully  affmuihed  at  what  be  had  faid  and  done, 

and  could  not  but  own  the  finger  of  God  in  it,  and 
give  glory  to  him  for  conferring  fuch  a  wonderful  au¬ 
thority  upon  any  man  whatfoever. 

9  After 

H  O  “ 

on  occafton  of  Ch  rift’s  bcaJiue 


the  Son  of  iivui 
huh  power  oo 
catch  to  forgive 
Jins,  (then 
hr  to  the  Tick  of 
the  pilfj,)  Arife, 
tike  up  thy  bed, 
wulgouuco  thine 


houJct 


7  And  he  *- 
rdVt  and  depart¬ 
ed  10  hi>  houfe. 


8  ftut  when  the 
multitude  ftw  it, 
they  marvelled  , 
And  *  Wificdital, 
which  hud  £iven 
frch  power  unto 

mutt 


t  As 


ftj  hi£,  twi  cur  lufirjxhicXv  cfiid  b&rc 

e*r  jvkuttfl-t  /  1ft>  hm  he  more  openly  nfiert- 
fti  bis  power  to  forj|ivr  fins,  as  well  as  U> 
f*ke  away  their  penal  et frets  :  And  this  is  t~ 
videmJy  to  he  uiuLcr flood  of  a  proper  for- 


T  E. 

jiveueis  by  his  own  authority ;  for  it  is  di* 
'  from  Jils  healing  the  palfy,  and  is 
than  any  of  the  ajwfltles  ever 
in  (hear  mincnloiu  cores,  which 
they  never  called  their  finrglvint  of  fins: 
And  had  Chritt  only  pronounced  than  Gtod 
had  (bigiven  this  man,  the /rni^i  coaid  have 
had  no  pretence  to  aetufe  him  of  blafphe- 
mr*  Sec  the  note  on  ImU  y.  at. 
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5$ 


9  Alrflf  jWdS 
jMifeJ  forth  fmm 
litrnite,  be  fav  1 

m m  named  Mat¬ 
thew  fiuiugutht* 
mJptefcwom : 
and  be  faith  unto 
him,  Follow  me. 
A  net  be  aiuf^  uud 
followed  bin  - 


io  And  it  came 
to  psfo,  as  Jtftw 
at  meat  in  the 
houie  t  behold  , 
many  poblvans 
and  tinners  ciinc 
and  fat  down  with 
him  and  Jiii  dilii- 
fkv. 


t*  And  when 
the  L*harifcsUw 
they  laid  un¬ 
to  hi*  dilnpW, 
Why  ateth  your 
itutier  will*  publi¬ 
cans  and  finders  ? 


But  when 
Jelu*  heard  ;£-**% 
hrfaMiuntothem* 
They  that  be 
whole  need  rot 
a  pJiyCcLn,  but 
they  that  are  tick. 


ij  But  gi  ye 
ind  kirn  what 
hit  meancih,  [ 
*  ill  hiTC  mmyt 
rid  not  Jacrifitx" 
far  I  am  not  come 
:«i  tall  the  righ- 
Wvus* 


9  After  this,  Jefus  went  out  of  Capernaum  again , 
and,  as  he  Was  walking  near  the  Tea  of  iialUees  he  law  1 
man  whofe  name  was  Matthew  (the  writer  of  this  gof- 
pel)  fitting  at  his  office  in  the  cuitom-boufe  to  receive 
the  toll  or  tribute-  money j  and  though  he  was  by  hi$ 
ftation  a  man  of  ill  repute,  Chrift  prevented  him  with 
his  grace,  faying,  Follow  roe:  And  fo efficacious  were 
thefe  words,  that  be  immediately  quitted  his  employ¬ 
ment,  his  gains,  and  his  profpetts  of  further  prefer¬ 
ment,  and  followed  him. 

to  Then  this  convert's  bowels  earning  toward  his  (in¬ 
fill  companions,  that  they  might  be  acquainted  with 
jefus  too,  he  invited  them,  together  with  him  and  his 
difciples,  to  an  entertainment  at  his  houfc,  [Luke  v. 
59.)  And  fo  amazing  were  the  comlciccntion  and  grace 
of  Chrift,  that  when  he  atul  his  difciplcs  fat  down  to 
eat,  he  fu  fie  red  many  tax ‘gatherers,  (who  were  gene¬ 
rally  men  of  infamous  cbara&er,  and  of  ait  otheis  the 
molt  odious  to  the  Je~d>st)  and  many  other  notorious 
finners,  to  fit  down  with  them. 

it  When  the  proud,  felf- righteous,  and  fuperftitt- 
ous  Pharifecs  law  this,  their  eye  was  evil  becaufe  his  was 
good :  But  not  daring  to  debate  the  matter  with  Jefus, 
they  thought  themfelves  a  match  for  his  difciples,  and 
fo  quarrelled  with  them,  faying,  How  can  your  mafter, 
who  fets  up  for  an  extraordinary  prophet,  vindicate  his 
converfing  fo  freely  with  tax-gatherers,  and  the  Yildt 
of  men  r  or  how  can  he  do  it  without  being  defiled  i 

13  But  jefus  over- hearing  them,  took  up  the  caufr, 
and  anfwered  for  hitnfelf  and  his  difciples,  faying,  They 
who,  like  you,  have  an  high  opinion  of  their  own  rtgh- 
teoufnefs,  as  if  they  were  in  a  moral  fetife  whole  and 
found  already,  will  not  think  a  fpiritual  phyfician  to  be 
of  any  ufe  to  them  5  and  there  is  little  room  for  hope  of 
doing  any  good  with  them:  But  they  who,  like  thefe 
publicans,  have  no  fuch  vain  conceit  of.  their  own  ex¬ 
cellencies,  are  readily  brought  to  a  conviction  that  they 
are  finners,  and  will  prize  the  Phyfician  of  fouls,  who 
will  find  work  to  do  among  them $  and  it  is  in  that 
quality,  and  not  as  their  companion,  that  I  converfc 
with  them :  "Why  then  ihould  yc  be  offended  at  thia, 
dpecially  fince  ye  yourfclyes  acknowledge  that  they  need 
healing  r 

13  But  before  ye  pretend  to  cavil  ou  this  head,  con- 
fider  and  learn  the  meaning  of  what  the  prophet  fays, 
(Hof.  vi.  6.)  /  defire  mercy ,  and  not  (or  rather  than) 
facrijice ;  which  intimates,  that  a£ts  of  companion  to 
others,  apd  efpecially  to  their  fouls  in  turning  them 

from 
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lewis,  but  fumcn  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  and  faving  them  from 
to  repentance,  death,  arc  more  pleafing  in  the  fight  of  God  even  than 
an  obfervation  of  his  own  poficive  inftituricras,  and  much 
more  than  of  the  fuperflitious  condruttions  that  men 
hare  put  upon  them.  Apply  this  to  the  prefent  cafe, 
and  it  will  thoroughly  juilify  my  conduct  For  the 
dcGgn  of  my  coming  into  the  world  could  not  be  tore* 
form  fucb  perfons  as  are  already  righteous;  nor  is  fuc- 
cds  to  be  ex  petted  among  theife.  that  think  tbcmfdvcs 
to  be  fo  :  But  I  am  come  to'bring  them  to  true  repen¬ 
tance  who  are  the  great  til  of  Turners,  and  who  fee  their 
fin  and  danger  and  their  need  of  rigbteoufnds  and 


grace. 

>4  Thm  came  14  Then  came  to  him  fome  difciples  of  John  tbe  Bap- 
»fc*i,fTah  T-  that  had  been  ufed  to  frequent  fadings  under  the 
ing!  Why  do  we  aufterities  of  bis  difdplinc,  and  laid  a  great  ftfefs  upon 
*nd the Phiriices  it;  and  they,  partly  from  the  uneafinefs  of  their  own 

thT  minds,  and  partly  from  the  artful  management  of  tbe 
duhpicimitot?  pbarifeeh  wbo  w'nted  w  fow  thc  feeds  °{  difcotd  bc. 

tween  Chrift  and  them,  alked  him,  Why  bis  difciples 
did  not  keep  falls,  while  they  and  thc  Pharifea  let  a- 
part  fo  many  days  for  that  purpofe  ?  (See  the  note  on 
Mark  ii.  1 6.) 

*j  And  J^0*  1  j  Jefus  replied,  I  am  the  bridegroom  of  the  church, 

oi  the  children  35  your  luafter  bimfelf  certified  concerning  me,  {John 
of  the  bride  -  iii.  29.) ;  and  my  difciples  are  the  children  of  the  bride- 
chacnber  mourn,  chamber,  or  the  guelts  of  the  marriage-lead,  who  are 
bricl*«ifwn*  1  u  to  rejoice  with  me:  What  an  abfurdity  then  would  it 
with  "them  i  imt  be  for  thefe  my  wedding -gueds  to  be  fad  in  my  pre- 
the  day*  will  fence,  and .  to  go  jntp  abflemious  fe verities  on  fellival 
bridegroom*  Hull  ?  It  mull  needs  be  very  unfeemly  for  them  to 
he  taken  from  fall,  fo  long  as  1  the  bridegroom  am  with  them ;  but  in 
!bCn\*n<r.  a  little  time  I  lhall  be  taken  from  them,  and  they  will 
4  be  expofed  to  many  hardQripa  and  dangers;  and  then 
they  will  have  great  occafions  for  mourning  and  fad- 


16  No  man 

p ut ict  h  a  pifccof 
new  doth  unco  an 
old  garment :  f<ir 
thu  which  is  put 
in  to  Hjl  it  op 
taketh  from  the 
garment,  and  the 
rent  U  mule 
urorfr* 


f  6,  17.  But  for  them  to  faftnow,  would  be  as  im¬ 
proper  as  to  make  ufe  of  a.  piece  of  new  ftrong  cloth  \ 
to  patch  up  a  hole  in  an  old  rotten  garment,  which 
would  be  very  difagreeable,  and  when  it  comes  to  be 
drained  would  occafiou  a  worfe  rent  than  before:  Or 
it  would  be  as  unfit  and  injurious,  as  to  put  new  fpiri- 
tuous  wine  into  old  worn  and  decaying  leathern  not* 


NOTE* 

+  PJEK&  fzgnifcs  eWh  that  has  neat  il-Gt  vfzzh  filed  h  up/  and  this  equally 

noi  liccn  drefltd  or  fulled;  and  is  a  fir  nn*  iprco  u»  thc  dcugn  of  theJimilititije,as  it  in- 
hlcm  of  perions  that  are  not  ufed  or  called  to  ttenares,  iIki  wlicn  he,  who  put  the  new 
frvorititt.  And  sip  to  »t|i»  ««  cloth  to  tfre  old  ^aroieut,  fee*  what  a  botdi 

ffutUit  nay  be  rcndt'icd,  lie  iakes  from  the  gar,-  It  makes,  he  iws  it  out  iig-jiru 

t  There 
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17  Neither  da  ties,  which  is  the  ready  way  for  the  bottles  to  burft, 
menpatiwawine  an({  thc  wjne  to  be  loft;  but  prudence  would  direft  e- 
elie  the  batiks  very  one  to  put  new  wine  into  new  and  ftrong  not  ties, 
break,  and  the  for  the  fafety  of  both.  (See  the  note  on  Mark  ii.  22.) 

Sp  religious  failings  are  to  be  proportioned  to  the  cir- 
perifh:  but  they  cumftanoes  of  things,  on  proper  feafons  and  ofccalions; 
pat  new  wine  in-  other  wife  they  lofe  all  their  beauty  and  advantage,  and 
and bodi  ware-  more  harm  than  good:  And  fe verities  of  this  kind 
frrraJ,  would  be  as  unfuitablc  to  the  prefent  It  ate  of  my  difci¬ 

ples,  who  are  now  called  to  rejoice  at  the  voice  of  the 
bridegroom,  as  the  holy  freedom  and  fpiritual  delights 
of  the  gofpcl-difpenfation  are  to  the  legal  fpirit  of  the 
Pbarifees  and  of  John’s  diiciples. 

18  Winle  he  18  Whilst  our  blefled  Lord  was  fpeaking  thefc  things, 

«inm*tth«mhib^  behold  an  agreeable  interruption  hy  an  uncommon  cafe! 
held  ihoc'camft  A  certain  ruler  of  the  fynagogue  -j-  believed  in  him,  came 
3  certain  mk,  and  worfhipped  him,  and  poured  out  his  requeft  to  him, 
him  ^  l^1  my  daughter  at  home  in  her  iaft  extremi- 

.l^iKw'is’ntn  ties,  and  cannot  but  fear  that  by  this  rime  foe  is  dead  ; 
w*  dad?  but  but  fuch  is  my  confidence  in  thy  power,  that  I  verily 
”nd  *JT*  n^he7  Wicve,  if  thou  wilt  but  pleafe  to  come  and  lay  thy  band 
and  Jb^SuU  live'  upon  her,  as  thou  haft  upon  other  lick  people,  the  iball 

certainly  live,  even  though  it  (hould  be  found  that  foe 
is  now  quite  dead. 

19  And  Jefcs  ip  And  Jeftis,  to  fhew  his  abundant  willingnefs  to 
cdhlmAnd^Mi  ahfwer  faith's  dependencies  upon  him,  immediately  got 
his  difciples.  up,  left  his  company,  and  went  with  him ;  his  difciples 

and  the multitude  following,  to  fee  what  he  would  do. 
{Mark  v.  24.) 

is  (And  be*  30,  at.  And.  as  he  was  going  along,  he  met  with  a- 
wMcii  *  -TlTu"  notber  remarkable  inftance  of  faith  *,  and  that  was  of  a 
i>d  with  aailfte  woman,  who  had  been  much  articled  for  twelve  years 
of  blood  twelve  together  with  a  preternatural  effufion  of  blood,  for 
Hml’  teaT*  md  which  foe  could  get  no  cure,  though  foe  had  impove¬ 
rished  tfae  hem  rifoed  HerfelF  by  trying  means  to  obtain  it.  Her  mo- 
vf  lus  garment t  defty  reftrained  her  from  making  any  public  application 
viirhin  t0  Chrift  for  relief;  but  fo  ftrong  was  her  faith  in  him, 

]  nay  hot  touch  that  foe  verily  believed,  if  foe  could  but  touch  his 
his  garment,  ( 1  cloaths,  foe  foould  certainly  be  healed :  Accordingly 
1  **  *  ’  -foe  came  privately  behind  him,  and  touched  the  hem 

of  his  garment;  and  was  immediately  cured. 

;•  Bn  Jrfos  22  But  as  foe  could  not  conceal  herfelf  from  Chrift, 
turned hiiuiSow,  whofe  voluntary  influence  had  healed  her,  he  turned 
“lJ  when  he  tw  him- 


N  O 

t  There  wt,  at  Iftit  IbmetuncF,  fctc- 
;al  ndci*  of  one  iyir?fjppjc,  ns  In  tliix  .it  C> 
Mark  v.  tJwt  ax  A&itochy 

AiU  xiii.  1  ;■ ;  and  in  t liai  at  frwjrfj,  ch.tp* 
iviii.  1;. ;  And  yci  Uht?  co  1m  vc 


T  J\ 

lict r*  but  one*  ho  uws,  by  way  of  emeue*^, 

(lw:  rul*r.  or  nf  (he  lyun^ur,  L  .  ’■< 

xiii.  i.j,  Dr  L^ty/Vf  fpcaki  of  him  a*  t;-£ 
frTvUt  from  Hie  vviyWr,  vi  muljUr  ef  ifrt  cm* 
grsidt'W)  Yttl,  X.  p-  t?:a. 
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fc*r ,  he  laid  , 
rtaughtcr,  U  of 
jond  mrut’ort ; 
thy  fa  tilt  hath 
thee  whole* 
Ami  ihe  wom.m 
wij  made  whole 
from  that  hour,) 


And  when 
JV-fus  came  into 
the  nifei*a  hotjfe, 
and  fa*' ilic min— 
ftreis  and  ihe 
pcnplc  'inakhig  a 

©uifc, 


He  iVid  tin- 
tn  them  1  Gire 
pjnee  ;  for  the 
maid  is  not  dead, 
beit  (leupeth.  And 
tbevLiughcdhim 
to  Ja>nw 


1;  Gut  when 
the  people  were 
put  forth  T  he 
went  to,  and  took 
her  by  the  hamt, 
and  gic  ouid  a- 

ruie^ 


_  iff  And  the 
Fame  t  hereof  went 
abroad  imo  ail 
that  land* 


■xj  And  when 
jefu*  departed 
thence,  two  blind 
men  followed 
hire,  crying,  and 
faying,  Thou  Son 
of  David,  Haw 
mercy  on  us* 
ad  And  when 
he  was  come  ioio 
the  houft ,  the 
blind  men  eimc 
to  him  :  and  Je^ 
ft U 


lii m fdf  About,  r.nd  feeing  her,  put  a  public  honour  up* 
on  her  faith,  and  Ipokc*  comfortably  to  her,  faying, 
Daughter,  tbou  art  welcome  to  a  cure;  be  not  afraid, 
but  take  courage;  thou  halt  honoured  me,  and  I  will 
honour  thee ;  1.  approve  of  thy  faith,  and  have  accepted 
nnd  anfwcrcd  it;  iflul  therefore  1,  in  whom  thou  haft 
believed,  have  perfo£Uy  healed  thee,  and  wifi  own  thee 
for  mine :  So  from  that  time  Ihe  ww  thoroughly  refto- 
red  to  health. 

a  3  When  Jefus  had  wrought  this  cure,  he  proceeded 
to  the  ruler’s  houfe ;  and,  as  foonas  he  went  in,  found 
the  family  ail  in  confufion;  the  muliciaos  were  playing 
their  doleful  tunes,  according  to  the  cuftpm  of  tWc 
days ;  and  the  neighbours,  friends,  and  relations,  were 
lamenting  over  the  young  woman,  and  prepitring  for 
her  funeral,  becaufe  (he  was  dead. 

24  He  feeing  this,  and  deligning  to  raife  her  to  life 
again,  fold  to  the  people,  What  arc  ye  all  a~doing? 
and  why  do  ye  grieve  at  this  rate?  Make  way,  that  I 
may  come  to  her;  for  this  is  bift  a  (hart  flee p  ;  (lie  is 
not  fo  dead  as  to  need  the  preparations  for  her  funeral ; 
yc  fhall  prefently  fee  her  wake  again.  But  being  all  furc 
that  (lie  was  dead,  they  perfectly  derided  him,  ami 
from  fully  laughed  at  him,  for  what  be  faid. 

25  Then  he  ordered  all  thefe  fcotners  to  be  put  out 
of  the  room*  that  they  might  not  have  the  honour  and 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  his  glory,,  in  the  amzing  manner 
of  his  railing  the  dead;  and  when  they  were  gone,  he 
went  into  the  room,  with  the  parents  of  the  deccafed, 
and  fume  of  his  difciplcs,  to  be  vithdfes,  and  took  the 
young  damfel  by  the  hand,  as  we  ufe  to  do  when  we 
would  awaken  and  raife  up  one. that  is  only  afleep^  and 
Ihe  immediately  got  up  in  perfect  health; 

2 6  And  this  was  fuch  an  exceeding  great  and  unque* 
ftionable  miracle,  it  having  been  &>  very  evident  to  ma¬ 
ny  before  that  £he  was  really  dead,  that  it  became  a 
common  fubje£f  of  admiration  and  difeourfe  in  all  the 
country  round  about. 

27  Now  as  Jefus  was  goiog  away  from  this  place, 
two  blind  men  followed  him,  crying  out  unitedly  and 
with  great  importunity  after  him,  (hying,  O  thou  Son 
of  Davids  thou  Saviour  of  Ifratly  we  hefcech  ta  have 
companion  upon  us  in  our  diftrds.' 

28  And  as,  to  avoid  oftentation  and  envy,  amfto  ftir 
up  their  faith  and.importunity  the  more,  he  did  not  take 
any  notice  of  them  in  the  public  ftreet;  fo  they  follow¬ 
ed  him  with  eameit  fuppjicntion  to  the  houfe  whither 
he  was  going:  And  there,  for  the  further  trial,  exer- 


Ch.  ix. 

fiu  faith  unto 
them,  Deflate  ye 
that  I  am  able  Co 
do  this  !  They 
uii  unto  him, 
\&t  Lord. 
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cife,  and  difeovery  of  their  faith,  he  faid  to  them,  Do 
ye  indeed  believe  me  to  be  that  Saviour  of  ljracly  who 
nave  power  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  and  in  parti- 
culat  to  reftore  you  to  your  fight  i  They  anfwered,  Yes, 
Lord,  we  vaily  believe  thou  art,  and  that  thou  canft 
give  us  our  fight  if  thou  pleafeft. 

29  Then  he,  whofe  undeKhnding  is  infinite,  know¬ 
ing  in  himfelf  that  they  did  indeed  believe  in  him,  touch¬ 
ed  their  eyes,.  95  the  fignal  that  he  would  heal  them  ; 
and  by  his  divine  power  touched  them  into  light,  fay¬ 
ing,  It  is  done  according  to  your  faith. 

30  Hereupon  they  were  immediately  reftored  to  fight; 
and  that  be  might  uot  fo  much  as  feem  to  aim  at  felC- 
applaufe,  nor  provoke  the  envy  of  the  fertbes  and  Pha- 
rifees  to  take  him  off  before  the  time,  nor  give  an  00 
cafion  to  the  people  to  put  him  upon  a  (filming  temporal 
dominion  as  a  king,  according  to  their  corrupt  notions 
of  the  Mefliah,  he  laid  a  ltri£t  charge  upon  thefe  men 
not  to.  divulge  his  having  cured  them. 

3 1  But  they  were  fi>  affe&ed  with  the  miracle  which 
he  had  wrought  upon  them,  that  they  could  not  tell 
how  to  hold  their  peace:  And  in  the  heat  of  thcii  zeal, 
too  little  regarding  his  foleran  injun&ion,  they,  inftcad  ■ 
of  complying  with  it,  proclaimed  his  honour  in  all  the 
country  round  about. 

32  As  (bon  as  they  were  gone,  another  remarkable 
obje&  offered  to  Chnft’s  companion:  There  were  fame 
that  brought  to  him  a  certain  man  (truck  dumb  by  the 
power  of  the  devil,  who  had  taken  pofltilion  of  him. 

33  And  Jefus  calling  out  the  devil,  the  dumb  man 
immediately  fpoke :  And  the  people  were  amazed,  lay¬ 
ing,  Such  great  and  various  miracles  of  every  kiud  were 
never  feat  before,  even  in  the  land  of  Ifraei;  the  things 
themfelves,  and  his  manner,  of  performing  them  by  his 
own  power,  are  incomparably  beyond  all  that  was  ever 
done  by  Mofes  himfelf,  or  any  of  the  ancient  prophets. 

34  But  the  Pkarijees  were  highly  provoked  at  thefe 
miracles,  and  at  the  people's  being  lb  affected  with 
them  ;  and,  not  being  able  to  deny  them,  they  imme¬ 
diately  fuggefted  that  he  was  a  magician,  and  not  a 
prophet  of  the  Lord ;  and  that  it  was  not  by  any  divine 
power,  but  by  the  power  of  the  chief  of  devils,  and  by 
a  confederacy  with  him,  that  he  call  out  inferior  devils  f. 

*  35  And  as  Jefus  did  thefe  wonderful  works  in  bis 
own  city  Capernaum ;  fo  he  likewife  travelled  through 

all 

NOTE. 

t  Whit  Chiift  fuj  now  to  this  horn  J  Mafplicmy  <te  arc  not  told  ;  but  iit  «3tlicr  lime  we 
fall  Dad  he  dearly  refuted  it  10  thtir  mmoit  oiufciioo,  cbjp.  xii,  <r-» 

+  The 


ipTben  touch¬ 
ed  hetbrir  eyes, 
fay  mg.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  your  fakb, 
be  it  ttnto  you. 

30,  And  their 
eyes  were  opened, 
ami  Jefiu  ftiaii- 
ly  tlurgoL  them, 
frying,  See  that 
nu  nun  it* 


yt  But  they, 
when  tJury  were 
departed,  iprtad 
abroad  his  fame 
in  all  that  court- 
iry, 


As  tfucy 
it,  behold. 


3a  As 
went  out 
they  brought  un¬ 
to  him  a  dumb 
nun  poJTeilol 
with  a  deYif* 

33  And  when 
the  devil  was  call 
out,  the  dumb 
ipakei  and  the 
multitudes  mar- 
veiled,  laying,  It 
was  never  fo  wen 
In  Mhcl. 

34  Butthe  Pha- 
rilccsfrid,  HecaU- 
eth  out  the  de¬ 
vils  through  the 
prlncv  of  ibe  de¬ 
vils* 


31  And  Jefiu 
went  about  ~-d  l  the 
cities 


*4 
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rittaandTifJagw, 

teaching  in  Lfidr 

**d 

prochm«thr 
ipci  c #  the  king¬ 
dom,  said  tivJiug 
<vrry  fioknrfs  , 
afttl  every  ilifcifc 
among  [he  pco- 
pk. 


3 6  Put  vfltca 
lie  tkw  the  muJfi- 
tude*,  heMMTio- 
Tcd  virh  comfnf- 
iion  tn*  test  c>i  } 
bcou&f  hey  fain  L~ 
cd  ,  and  were 
fcatttrtd  abroad* 
aslhecptmiugno 
fliepherd. 


37  Then  faith 
he  mito  his  difci- 
ple,  The  lurvcft 
truly  is  plenttou** 
but  the  labourers 
vc  few  : 


38  Pny  ye 
therefore  thcLord 
of  the  harvefl , 
that  be  will  fend 
forth  labourers 
Into  hi&harvcft. 


all  the  populous  towns  and  obfeure  villages  of  Galilee 
roundabout,  opening  the feriptures  concerning  himfelf 
in  all  tbeir  fynagogites  or  places  of  public  worihip  where* 
ever  be  came }  acquainting  the  people  yet  more  and 
more  with  the  gofpe!  of  his  grace,  relating  to  the  ha* 
ture  and  defign  of  his  kingdom  j  and  confirming  his 
doctrine  by  miraculous  cures  of  every  kind  of  dUtem- 
pers  and  maladies  among  them ;  none  came  a  mils  to 
him  5  he  readily,  and  witb  equal  eafe  and  authority, 
healed  them  all. 

3 6  But  as  he  pafied  on  from  place  to  place,  and  law 
the  vail  crowds  that  daily  attended  his  miniftry,  his  pi¬ 
ty  was  moved  toward  them,  to  thinjc  how  poorly-they 
were  provided  with  firilful  and  faithful  teachers,  that 
might  be  capable  of  inftru&ing  them,  and  of  Ihcwjng  a 
tender  concern  for  the  good  of  their  fouls ;  how  weary 
they  were  of  the  poor,  infipid,  ufelefs,  and  burdenfome 
doctrines  of  the  fcri&es  and  Pharifees :  and  how  they 
pined  for  want  of  fpirhual.food,  and  were  milled,  and 
expo  fed  to  danger  in  their  eternal  concerns,  like  loll 
Iheep  wandering  about  without  a  ihepherd  to  guide  or 
take  care  of  them.  * 

37  Thereupon  he  faid  to  his  difciplcs,  Here  is  much 
work  to  be  done,  many  fouls  to  be  gathered  in  to  me; 
and  their  crowding  with  eagfer  defire  after  good  preach¬ 
ing,  is  like  a  large  field  of  corn  ripe  for  the  harveft : 
But  alas !  there  is  a  wantof  hands  to  gather  it  in  j  there 
are  very  few  that  are  fit  and  willing  to  exert  themfelvcs 
like  painful  labourers  in  this  fervice. 

38  Be  ye  therefore  earned  in  your  prayers  to  the 
Lord,  to  whom  this  harved  belongs  t»  that  he  would 
fumiih  out  many  labourers,  who  lhall  be  drilled  in  the 
word  of  righteoufnefs  j  that  he  would  i'pirit  them  for 
preaching  the  gofpel  j  and  that,  not  with  Handing  all 
difeouragement  and  oppofition  from  within  and  from 
without,  he  would  incline  their  hearts  and  enable  them 
to  labour  with  all  faithfulnefs  and  diligence  in  his  work, 
and  would  crown  it  with  fucccfs. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


"What  a  divine  Saviour  is  ours,  who  knows  our  fecret  thoughts,  forgives  our 
fins  heals  our  fouls,  and  fpraksthem  iDto  obedience  to  hi$  call ;  who  unftops  tie 
cars  of  the  deaf,  opens  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  loofesthc  tongue  of  the  dumb,  halt 
aU  manner  of  difeates,  calls  out  devils,  and  raifes  the  dead,  with  all  the  fbve- 
reiguty,  wil'd  om  and  grace,  the  majefty  and  authority  of  a  God  !  Noth  trig  is  too 
hard,  not  hmg  too  great  and  good,  for  him  to  do ;  and  the  greateft  of  finners  are 
not  out  of  the  reach  of  his  mercy :  He  is  willing  to  come  uesr  them,  that  he  may 

in&iutt 


NOTE. 

t  1  fee  I.ord  of  the  harveft  may  he  fitly  nndcrftood  to  mean  Chrift  wbo,  we  Jhl 

in  tiif  twjjli.uiog  ni  the  neat  chapter,  lint  mi  Lfcoum*  into  hi*  kartell. 
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inftruA  and  Care'tbcm ;  and  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  are  alike  welcome  Co 
him ;  none  that  put  their  truft  m  him,  ever  were*  or  ever  fhali  be,  rejeded  by 
bm.  The  iradm  faith  fhali  not  go  without  a  bleffiug  ;  and  the  Jtnmgcr  our 
faith  is,  the  more  it  honours  Chrift,  and  fhali  be  honoured  by  him.  How  mer¬ 
ciful  is  bis  khrdnefi  to  the  diitrefled  1  and  yet,  alas !  how  many  are  there  thqt 
only  wonder  at  it ;  and  how  many  that  are  prejudiced  again!!  it,  and  !haU  never 
bare  the  pfeafmt  of  beholding  big  glory !  But  his  true  dilciples  are  his  wlineffics  ; 
they  believe  and  experience  it,  they  know  and  embrace  it.  And  how  afiedtionate 
is  bis  love^  to  them  1  He  lints  their  duties  to'their  drcumfiances ;  his  nrelence 
with  them  is  their  joy  and  their  glory  ;  and  he  anfwers for  them,  and  takes  their 
part,  when  they  are  not  able  to  defend  tbemielves.  And  O  how  tender  is  bis 
pity  to  toft  and  periihing  doners !  His  eye  is  upon  his  lhcep,  while  they  are  ftmy- 
mg  abont  in  the  wfidernefM  he  fends  Ida  word  by  his  Tenants,  to  find  them  out 
and  being  them  in,  and  would  have  us  help  them  with  our  prayers.  Here  is  a 
great  and  dear  Phyfician  for  fouls  fick  of  fin;  and  whatever  are  our  fpiritual 
difeafes,  or  our  fpiiitual  thiatdom,  our  blindnefs,  impotence,  or  captivity  under 
the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  faith  in  him  will  derive  a  cure  for  all. 


CHAP.  X. 

Christ  commijfon  and  infiruStums  to  the  twelve  apofilei,  concerning 
their,  Jervices  and  /offerings,  1,-39.  ^n&  the  bleffednefs  of  tbofi 

that  receive  them,  40, — 42. 

J'E*T-  *  Paraphrase. 

AND  when 
hchadcstl' 
d  mm  him  hit 

twelve  dlftfpln, 
be  gave  mem 


/“\UR  blcfled  Lord  no  foouer  put  his  difciples  upon 
^  prayer,  but  he  (hewed  bis  rcadipefs  to  anfwer.it;  . 


and  having  called  together  twelve  of  diem,  according  to 
the  number  of  the  tribes  of  Jfrael  and  their  chiefs,  be 
fent  them  out  to  preach  the  gofpel :  And,  for  the  con* 
firmation  of  its,  divine  original,  and  of  their  eonumflum 
to  publish  it,  he  conferred  upon  them  authority  over  de¬ 
vils,  that,  by  faith  in  his  name,  they  might  overthrow 
the  kingdom  of  thofe  impure  and  defiling  fpirits,  and 
in  a  miraculous  manner  call  them  out  of  poiTefled  per* 
Ions,  and  heal  all  forts  of  difeafes,  none  excepted. 

2  Now  the  names  of  the  twelve,  whom  he  chofe  to 
be  his  apofUes,  or  fpedal  mefiengers  for  preaching  the 
gofpel,  were  tbefe,  who  are  mentioned  two  by  two, 
becaufi;  they  were  fent  out  by  pairs,  {Mark  vi.  7.)  Firfi, 
there  were  Simon,  whom  our  Lord  had  named  Peter , 
(John  i.  42.)  and  Andrew  his  brother :  The  next  were 
fames  and  his  brother  John,  the  fons  Zebedec ,  whom 
Jefus  called  Boanerges ,  that  is.  Sons  of  thunder ,  (Mark 
in*  1  j*) 

3  The  next  were  Philip  of  Bethjaida,  and  Bartholo¬ 
mew.*  Tbe  next,  Thomas  fu  rnamed  Didymvs ;  and  Mat¬ 
thew  the  Publican,  who  was  alfo  called  Levi,  (Luke  v. 
27.}  The  next,  f  Jomei  the  Ion  of  Alpbevs ,  who  was 

called 

NOTE. 

|  Jsmti  the  brother  of  Ww  *I1  he  whom  Htrnf  kultrd  vrith  the  fworcl*  i.)  Jaiwf 

rtf  kfi  was  the  writer  of  the  epIlHe  that  bean  bu  umc;  of  tbe  qiillit  o* 

Vul.  I,  r.  *■  tt  H 


item  ip  Inis,  to 
caftthemoytjfiDd 
Co  heal  iU  nian- 
iier  of  ficfcncG  t 
ao d  >11  meaner  of 
diTcafe.  1 


How  the 
of-  -  the 
tvehre  tpoftlcs 
irt  theft:  The 
firft,  Staco*  who 
if  ailed  Peter, 
rod  Andrew  his 

brttEet;  Juki 

ibt  fit  it  Zeb e- 
dett  «"d  John 
hishnfber; 

3  Philip,  tod 
Bert  ho  Kornev; 
Thomas ,  an  J 

Matthew  the  po- 
Uicaa  %  Jam**, 
tbt 


amc 
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tbt  fin  of  .Alplic-  called  James  the  Lefty  (Mark  xv.  40.)}  and  Lehbeusy 
who  was  furnamcd  Thdddeuty  and  was  alio  called  Judas 
the  brother  of  James t  (Luke  vi.  id.) 

4  And  lad  of  all  were  Simsn  |j  the  Gaitaanite,  who 
was  likewife  called  Sinun  Zdlatety  (Luke  vi.  15.);  and 
Judas  IJiarioty  who  proved  the  traitor,  (Lukevi.  id.) 

5  Thde  twelve  Jobs  fent  forth  with  authority  to 
preach  the  gofpel  i  and,  at  this  bts  firft  Million,  gave 
them  the  following  charge :  Do  not  offend  the  J*v/st 
or  take  away  the  privilege  of  their  birthright,  by  going 
as  vet  into  any  Gentile  country,  nor  into  any  Samari¬ 
tan  city,  to  preach  the  gofpel  among  either  of  thofe  forts 

ami  into  Mtaty  'of  .people. 

eoicr  j^TnotT*"*  ^  But  «>d  nwhe  the  firft  overtures  of  mercy  to 


and  Jjrliiic- 
u*,  whole  fir- 
nime  vns  Thad- 

tlms  ; 

4  Simon  the 
Gn^nitc  ;  and 
Jiidas  Ifcuriut  , 
who  alfi>  betray - 
ol  him . 

j  'Tiidc  twdv« 
Jdiu  tent  forth, 
and  commanded 
tlttDi,  laying  Go 
not  into  the  way 
vi  the  Gentiles* 


:co 

tiithtMilkcptif 
the  haufc  of  1£- 
ncL 


the  wandering  and  per  idling  Ihecp  of  *  the  houfe  of  If* 
rael  in  the  -holy  land, 'who  are  a  people  vifibly  In  cove* 
nant  with  God,  and  fome  of  whom'  I  mult  bring  back 
to  him. 


y  Anti  u  jc  7  And,  as  ye  go  preaching  to  them,  fay.  The  Mefliab’s 
£<!»  fir~  kingdom,  a  glorious  difpemation  of  grace  and  falvation 

(lumofhuniiu  through  him,  is  juft  now  ready  to  be  fet  up,  and  is 
•t  band.  brought  nigh  to  you  by  the  gofpeL  Let’ this  be  the 

grand  fubjeEt  of  your  mi  nitrations ;  enlarge  upon  this* 
ahd  apply  it  in  all  your  difeourfes  to  them, 
s  HealthcCck,  8  And  to  confirm  this  do&rine,  that  they  may  know 
rtife  ^he^Jrtt?’  ^  10  ^  ^rom  heaven,  and  to  be  fent  with  a  merciful  de- 
rtft'ouc'tlcvib  :  Cgn  t°  them,  make  ufe  of  my  name}  and,- by  iaith 
fnciy  je  have  therein,  heal  the  fick,  cleanfe  lepers,,  raife  the  dead, 
rraivcd ,  freely  aiI  j  out  devils,  us  opportunities  and  occaGons  offer : 
*'6'  .  And  as- ye  have  freely  received  this  coowullion,  and 

thefe  powers,  from  me,  without  your  .own  coll}  lb  ye 
fliall  not  make  a  gain  of  them,  but  . do.  all  thefe  things 
without  demanding  a  reward,  and  thereby  (hew  that. my 
gofpel  and  the  bleuuigs  of  my  kutedonf  are  all  gifts  of 
free  grace.  ,  .  ' 

$  rrwii*  oci-  9  And-  as  to.  what  may be  neceflkry  for  your  fubfift- 
iitwr  ^r’hrTf/  cnce  *n  y°ur  journeying*  and  in  your  work}  the  hearts 
in  your  purls ;  ’  fome  of  thofe  to  whom  1  (end  you  (hall  be  inclined 
to  fupply  you  with  it ;  therefore,  live  by  faith  oti  God’s 
■  providence  for  daily  refreibment,  make  no  provifion  of 
gold  or  Giver,  or  any  other  mosey  in  your  +  purfe,  to 
procure  it.  ; . 


10  Nel* 


NOTES. 

J|  Some  foppofe  be  was  called  the  Cijimm-  given  to  JUa  the  tnilor:  But  that  which 
rff,  from  Cwd  of  Galilee  f  lnat  as  Cana  fijf-  teems  atprobiblc  as  ju»y  iyf  that  it  gi- 
iv firs  tn  hfWu!oiifly,ijLflc£letiT  others  think  that  veil  him  after  his  death,  it  Ixin?  derived 
this  fliitu*  is  of  the  £ime  meaning  with  Z/-  .  fmm  which  fiemfiei  firmest*  Ffi 

Lu  And  M,  to  I/diiriett  the  Jeimcd  arc  not  Lit  hi f.  ffrr,  Hebr*  .  *  ..  . 

a«vc«J  about  the  i^fvu  lifjhia  being  t  properly  lljpilfies  a  girdle  ;  box  is 

tike* 
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to  Nor  ferip  'Neither  trouble  yourftlvcs  with  a  bag  to  carry 
food  from  place  to  place*  nor  with  any  other  cloaths, 
ndibcr  fhocs^nor  ftioes,-  or  ftaves,  than  ihofe  that  ye  commonly  wear  and 
ufe;  Thefe  are  fuIEcient  for  the  (hqrt  journey  on  which 
I  now  £ehd  you;  and  whatfbever  dfe  fhall  prove  need* 
ful  while  ye  are  emplojfed  in  fpiritual  work  and  labour 
for  the  good  of  'fouls,  (hall  be  cheerfully  provided  for 

Jrou,  as  it  is  fit  they  fttould;  for  the  labourer  has  a  rea¬ 
chable  claim  to  0  all  proper  fupplieS. 

1 1  And  when  ye  go  firft  into  any  city*  towfT,  or  vil¬ 
lage,  in  which  ye  are  {hangers,  inquire  where  ye  may 
find  perfons  of  tne  greateft  probity  and  ferious  religion, 
that  may  be  mod  likely  to  liften  to  idy  gofpd*  to  em¬ 
brace  it,  and  encourage  you -in  preaching  it;  and  take 
up  your  abode  at  their  houfe,  accepting  what  entertain¬ 
ment  they  give  you;  and  there  continue*  without  {hift- 
ing  your  quartets,  till  ye  remove  from  that  neighbour¬ 
hood  to  another 

♦  12  And  at  your  firft  entrance  into  any  houfe,  addrefs 
yourfelvcs  to  the  family  in  a  civil,  courteous,  and  reli¬ 
gious  manner,  like  perfons  heartily  concerned  for  its 
nippinefe  in  every  rejpeft*  and  cfpecially  for  its  Spiri¬ 
tual  welfare,  faying,'  Peace  be  unto  all  under  this  roof; 
and  beg  the  bleifing  of  God  upon  them. 

[3  And  if  it  prove  to  be  a  religious  family,  ready  to 
receive  you  (as  ye  will  {bon  fee  by  the  way  of  their  ta¬ 
king  your  firft  falutztion,)  pr'each,  and  pray  over,  my  go- 
fpel  of  peace  to  them,  with  an  expe&ation  that  its  blef- 
fiugs  ftiall  come  upon  them,  or  that  I  will  fend  falva- 
tion  to' that  houfe:  But  if  they  behave  thtmfclves  rude¬ 
ly,  and  treat  you  ill*  do  not  caft  your  pearl  before  Twine, 
by  eipoGng  my  gofpel  to  thdr  contempt.  And  as  to  your 
prayer  tyr  them,  of  which  they  render  themfclves  fo  un¬ 
worthy*  though  it  may  be  loft  to  them,  it  ftiall  not  be 
fo  to:  you,  but  {hall  return  with  a  double  blefling  on 
your  own'  beads*  - 

14  And  if  ye  ftiould  meet  with  any  houfe  in  particu¬ 
lar,  or  any  whole  city  in  general,  that  fhall  ohltinately 
hwyourltpid^  refufe  to  entertain  you  as  my  fervants,  or  to  embrace 
when  tbe  dp£fcrine  with  which  I  fendyou:  When  ye  go  out 

of  that  boufe  or  city,  (hake  off  tbe  duft  of  your  feet  a- 
gainft  them,  as  a-  token  of  your  abhorrence  of  their  in¬ 
fidelity  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  and  of  your  having  no 
more  to  ilo  with  them;  and  as  an  intimation  that  God 

will, 

NOTES- 

ltkevife  aftd  Tot-  braufr  it  was  eu*  the  hc4to*'of  thr^nUc  itfelf. 

ltoin^ry  argon*  the  ancient*  either  lo  fatten  J  Meat  1*  l*rc  put  for  all  neeffljrfcs  of 

th.U  pmfci  fnjle,  or  lo  lu-ictlivni  in  lvc, 

w  M.  rj  t 


yet  ftav« ;  (for 
the  workman  u 
worthy  of  hU 
wati£) 


iv  And  into 
h  lutfut  vei  diyor 
town  ye  fhall  en¬ 
ter,  inquire  who 
in  it  ,\i  wwtliy; 
and  there  abide 
till  ye  *0  thence. 


11  And  when 
ye  cotxie  into  an 
houfe,  Jakteftt 


1 3  And  if  the 
houfe  be  worthy, 
let '  your  peace 
come  upon  it ; 
bnt  if  it  be  not 
worthy*  let  your 
peace  retain  to 
yon. 


14  Aod  who- 
fncrcf~~fllall  not 


ouc  of  th  at  houfe, 
nr  riiyt  Ibafccolf 
the  doll  of  your 
fort* 
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■will,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  (hake  them  off  from 
his  tare  and  favour  for  wilfully  oppofing  and  rejecting 
the  endearing  methods  of  his  grace.  (See  the  note  on 
'  Luke \x.  5.} 

u  Verily  ifav  15  I  tell  you  affuredly,  that  m  the  great  day  of  ae* 
be  w  oretnlrfii  hJe  count,  the  punifrunent  of  the  people  offucb  acityibaU 
fur  the  Luxl  of  be  frill  more  infuppartably  dreadful,  than  that  of  the 
Kodom  *nd  Go-  ancient  inhabitants  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  who,  tho’ 
dL7ofhj*i*™“C  they  were  exceeding  wicked,  and  would  not  hearken 
tbui  tux  tS«  to,  but  abufed,  the  angels  that,  were  fent  to  them  }  yet 
never  rejected  the  Son  of  God,  and  his  immediate  mef- 
feugers}  nor  fumed  againfr  fo  much  light  and  grace, 
and  wonderful  works,  aud  fuch  excellent  engaging  and 
well-attefted  means  of  lalvation,  as  thefe  will  be  found 
to  have  done. 


1 6  MnU,  l 

lend  you  forth  ss 
fheepin  themidA 
of  w>lv«  :  be 
ye  therefore  wife 
a*  la|Knur  uid 
htfmtdi  ladoves- 


IT  Put  bewart 
of  men:  for  they 
xtsll  deliver  you 
up  to  the  coun¬ 
cils  ;  and  they 

*UL  ftoilrgc  you 

in  their  lyi»  - 


18  AodytftaJI 
be  brought  before 
gownonn  and 
hiogi 


1 6  f  Behold  what  a  world  ye  arc  going  into  with  my 

gofpel  of  peace !  Tbe  longer,  ye  are  employed  in  preach* 
mgt  the  more  yc  will  find  of  its  wickednds.  I  fend 
you,  like  Iheepj  meek,  harmle&j  and  unable  to  defend 
yourfelves,  among  men  that  are  furious  and  implacable 
in  their  tempers  and  dcligns/like  ravenous  wolves,  a* 
gainft  you-  l  tell  you  of  this  before-hand  for  your  cau* 
tion :  Be  ye  therefore  like  ferpents  for  vrifdom.and  pru* 
denccj  that  ye  may  not  give  any  caufelds  provocations, 
nor  lieedldsly  expofe  yourfelves  to  danger}  and  be  ye 
jiioffenGve,  fincere  and  meek,  («*¥«*<,)  like  dovea,  that 
ye  may  win  upon  .fame,  and  giro  away  tbe  wrath  of  0* 
then:  .  .  .  v 

17  But  after  all,  eapeft  nothing  better  than  perfeeu- 
tions  from  tbe  hands  of  wicked  men;  and  do  not  trull 
yourfelves  with  them;  Fpy  how  prudently  and  inaffen- 
fively  fcever  ye  may  behave;  yet,  through  their  enmity 
to  me  and  my  caufe,  they  will  treat'  you  as  evil-doers, 
will  bring  you  into  their  ciy|l  qoun#,  aitd  profccute  you 
as  criminals  there*  and  fipfc  ynil  be  their  furious  zeal 
againft  you,  that  in  their  fywgflgues  J,  or  places  of 
public  worship,' they  will  ftrrpyou  asked,  and  lay  you 
under  the  lafli,  to  torment  and  expofc  you  to  open  ihaa&e, 
as  profane  perfems  and  enejnita  to  the  law* 

18  And  befidcs  all  this,  ye  fball  be  brought  before 
heathen  ihagiftrates,  before  rulers  and  kings,  to  bcftill 

more 


NOTES, 

f  Moft  of  the  tiunhlci  mentioned  in  ihc  file,  and  of  the  firpporta  and  ifGftmr*  they 
followiAg  wrftj  were  not  to  befit  the  apoJUcs  flkould  here  under  them  through  the  whole 
till  sf«r  they  ftmbt  receive  their  fecond  roif-  difchara  of  theif  office.  Firf.  Mt&tL  Seer* 
f;on,  which  was  iota  ill  tbe  wrrid,  to  preach  vol-  lu  p,  tf,  &c- 
the  jj&fpel  to  every  oriiwt ;  bat  at  their  firft  j  'Hie  Jew*  bdd  their  coortr  of 

leuing  in  the  ferrite  of  Chrirt,  he  giro  tone,  iftnflit  ImtK  ^iviUfid  eivkfnflical  a£dre, 
them  a  taiihfnl  hint  of  a  1  tbe  tHJit  and  fof*  in  thth*  ■  bee  U^bifost^  tot  L 

filings  they  wee  to  cijcd  for  his  uaaie’f  p.  ^ii4 


Ch.  x. 

king*  for  myftfct, 
far  a  'cftinwriiy 
gri-ift  them  and 
ibcGdiUou  * 


tp  Bh 

they  cMlvcr  you 

up ,  uU  DO 
thought  bow  or 
whit  ys  fhall 
fpcak  :  fbf  ft 
iiull  bcgiTOi  you 

IQ  thitJaDcbour 

what  ft 
(pak. 


10  For  It  u 
MttyeitatrpaJr, 
but  tbt  fpirit 
of  your  Father 
whidj  fpeaktth 
iu  yviL 


11  And  the 
brother  fb>U  do* 
linr  up  the  bro¬ 
ther  to  death,  and 
ihe  father  the 
fhild  t  mnd  the 
children  fhdi  rile 
up  agriaft  (bar 
pmatB,indC4tire 
diem  to  be  pm  to 
death* 

11  AndytlhaA 
be  failed  of  all 
mew  for  qiy 
name’s  feke;  but 
he  this  eadnrah 
to  ttecitd,  fall 
be  fuved, 


*j  Bm  when 

they  perkXUieyoq 
in  "this  city,  dee 
w  into  juutlier : 
tor  verily  I  ft y 
mb  you,  Y$ 
dhali  cot  hive 
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more  capitally  punifhed  on  account  of  your  profelfion 
of  my  name.-  and  preaching  ’  my  gofpel :  In  all  this  yc 
(hall  be  my  witnenes,  and  yonr  nifferings  for  my  lake 
{half  be  a  public  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  my  do&rine, 
and  to  the  incxcu table  guilt  and  juft  confulioti  both  of 
Jtytt  and  Ctatiles  that  tqeft  it. 

19  But  do  not  be  dHcoiiraged  at  any  of  their  terrors : 
I  who  fend  you,  will  fend  by  and  owiryou ;  and  whet) 
ye  may  be  apprehended)  in  order  to  be  carried  before 
councils,  rulera,  and  kings,  do  not  be  anxiouOy  careful, 
or  trouble  yourfelves  with- thoughts  before  hand,  how 
ye-fhall  manage,  or  what  ye  {ball  fay  in  your  own  de¬ 
fence  ;  for  at  the  very  time  that  ye  frail  be  arraigned  . 
before  your  enemies  under  tbe  heavteft  charges,  what-, 
ever  is  proper  for  you  to  lay  in  vindication  of  my  gofpel 
and  of  your  own  characters,  {ball,  be  immediately  i'ug. 
gelled  to  you. 

20  For  ye  {hall  not  be  left'  unto  yourfelves  to  make 
the  apology  that  may  be  neceflary  on  thofc  occalions  -k 
but  tne  fpirit  of  your  heavenly  rather,  who  loves  and 
takes  care  of  you,  will  infpire  you  with  fuch  wjfdom 
and  courage,  and  with  fuch  propriety  and  readings  of 
thought  and  expreflion,  as  none  of  your  adverfaries  (hall 
be  able  co  gahilay  j  Co  that  your  pleas  [hall  be  nothing 
lefi  than  bis  {pint’s  (peaking  in  and  by  you. 

21  And  for  your  further  trial,  ye  will  meet  with  the 
moft  unnatural  and  cruel  perfecuttons  for  my  fake  from 
your  neareft  kindred}  fo  that  even  brethren,  parents, 
and  children,  in  the  heat  of  their  mad  zeal,  will  break 
through  all  the- bonds  of  nature  and  afte&iou  to  diftrefc 
and  deftrpy  one  another,  to  betray  their  deareft  relatives 
into  the  hands  of  the  civil  power,  and  to  accufe  and 
witnefs  .againft  them  with  inveteracy  even  to  death. 

22  Yea,  ami  the  generality  of  mankind,  the  whole 
world  that  lies  in  wickednefa,  whether  they  be  ftran- 
gets,  or  intimate  friends  and  acquaintance,  will  lhew 
a  malignant,  enraged,  and  irreconcilable  fpirit  againft 
you  for  my  fake  and  the  gofpel’s:  But  whatever  hard- 
lhips,  defamations,  imprifcpnaents,  tenures,  or  deaths, 
any  of  you  {hail  fuffer  00  religious  accounts,  know  for 
your  encouragement,  that  whofoever  (hall  bear  then) 
with  faith,  and  patience,  and  perfeverance  to  the  end 
of  his  days,  (hall  obtain  cverlafting'  life. 

23  However,  when  perfection  is  raifed  againft  you 
in  one  town  or  city,  if  ye  have  opportunity,  make  your 
efeape  to  another,  where  ye  may  more  fafely  enjoy  the 
liberty  of  your  conferences,  and  of  preaching  my  go¬ 
fpel:  For  1  folemnly  afluxe^ou,  that  before  (mi?*™)  ye 


70  TJjc 

nv^r  :!n-  r> 
t?LS  till 

iht  Sfni  (n‘  mart 

Ik  ci>mc. 


34.  The  Jifa- 

pk  h  n^r  ahoy*; 

A-j  ivi-iilti1 ,  imr 
i  hr  ivTViHt  above 
hi  5  lord. 


t  {  It  is  enough 
f->r  the  rLiiHpiz 
l^-dl  he  In?  :t<  iiU 
tn.:*Sr*  and  ill? 
iWv-iiu  us  his 
W^t.  If  they  !uyc 
r  died  the  irufkr 
oi'tbfi  houlc  HreU 
stcbiih,  how  much 
move  fruit  :hiy 
tali  them  of  his 
lioufcholcl : 


iff  Ffiv  them 
n>»:  thtrvlore :  iV>r 
there  is  rnihiiijj 
Hovered,  that  iktll 
nut  lie  iwe^lrd  ; 
anUhiJ,  that  ihiil 
Hot  be  kutni'ii* 


xy  What  I  fell 
voj  in  (UrkiKP^ 
ty.-t  ikrak  vr\in 
l:^ht  :  jftiTtvhut 
yc  hcaim  the  car, 
th.it  pre  iel\  jv  up¬ 
on  t»LMOUie-tOpSi 
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flia.il  have  finillicd  your  journey  and  tclKmcny  through 
all  the  towns  ami  cities  of  IjracL,  the  kingdom  of  the 
Mcfliah  lliall  appear  in  great  glory  j  firft  in  the  plenti¬ 
ful  dhifion  of  his  Spirit  for  the  propagation  of  the  go- 
fpel,  and  afterwards  in  the  ddtruttion  of  the  JevtiJb 
nation  for  their  infidelity- 

24  And  though  ye  lhall  meet  with  all  manner  of 
trihulations  for  my  name’s  fake,  do  not  wonder  or 
itumble  at  them  ;  for  they  are  no  more  than  I  inyfelf, 
who  am  your  Lord  and  Mailer,  do  and  {hall  undergo 
before  you :  And  finely  the  difeiple  fhould  not  expect 
to  tare  better  than  his  matter,  or  the  fervant  than  his 
lorJ,  conftdering  how  much  better  and  fuperior  he  is 
every  way  to  them,  and  that  all  he  fufFcrs  is  really  for 
their  hikes. 

25  It  is  fuflicient,  and  as  much  as  with  juiticc  or 
modclty  can  he  detired,  that  the  difciple.be  not  worle 
ufed  than  his  matter,  or  the  fervant  than  his  lord  ; 
Since  therefore  mine  enemies  have  not  fluck  to  reproach 
me,  the  holy  One  of  IfraeL,  and  the  Lord  over  mine 
own  houlc,  with  the  odious  and  blafphcmous  title  of 
the  chief  of  devils ;  and  finee  they  treat  me,  as  if  1 
were  the  mod  wicked  and  deteftablc  of  all  wretches, 
that  ought  to  be  pcrfecutcd  even  to  the  death  ;  bow 
much  more  is  it  to  be  expected,  that  they  fhould  ftig- 
matize  you  with  the  word  reproaches  they  can  think  of, 
bccaufe  ye  belong  tn  me 5  efpecially  cotifidering  that 
yc  arc  Indeed  but  poor,  little,  contemptible  creatures, 
and  are  incident  to  many  imprudences  and  fmful  in¬ 
firmities  that  may  give  them  an  advantage  a  gain  it 
you  ? 

2 >5  Since  therefore  it  is  fo  rcafonable  to  expect  that 
yc,  as  my  difciples  and  fervants,  fliould  be  partakers 
of  my  fuBerings  *  and  fince  all  will  end  fo  well,  when 
ye  (hall  eometo  be  partakers  of  my  glory,  do  not  be 
terrified  by  your  adverfaries,  or  difeouraged  itl  your 
way  and  work  :  For  the  doctrine  which  ve  profefs  and 
preach,  and  your  integrity  therein,  (hall  ic  openly  ma- 
ni felled,  to  my  own  and  your  honour,  in  the  progrcls 
and  fuccefs  of  my  gofpd  here,  and  more  el'peeially  in 
the  great  revealing  day,  which  will  fet  every  thing  in  a 
true  light,  hereafter. 

27  With  this  expectation  and  hope,  be  faithful  to 
your  truflj  and  whatlbcver  I  fay  unto  you  in  private, 
between  ourfclves,  in  order  to  its  being  communicated 
to  nrhers,  that  do  ye  preach  publicly,  and  with  plain  - 
nets  of  fpcecli ;  and  whatfoever  ye  learn  f  rom  me,  as 
from  a  friend  who  freely  imparts  his  molt  important 

f; 


iB  And  feu 
ikk  them  which 
kill  the  tody*  bat 
arc  not  aUc  19 
kUI  the  fool :  hot 
roiher  fear  him 
which  if  able  to 
M/of  both  foul 
uid  body  ia  hdL 
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fecrets,  or  as  from  t  your  matter  w-htfptsring  into  the 
ears  of  his  difctples  wnat  he  would  have  them  fpcak 
aloud,  that  do  ye  proclaim  abroad  in  the  molt  open 
manner* 

28  And  let  not  any  things  that  the  word  and  mod 
powerful  of  men  can  do  agaixiit  yon,  terrify  or  difturb 
your  minds,  flatten  your  holyTefnltition  ami  zc^l,  or. 
enfnarc  you  into  cowardice  and  fin :  For  the  utmoft  * 
that  their  rage  and  malice  can  reach  to,  is  only  to  take 
away  the  life  of  the  body,  which  would  quickly  die  of 
itfelfj  but  they  cannot  hurt,  much  left  dellroy,  the 
life  of  the  foul,  which  is  of  a  different  nature  from  the 
body,  and  does  not  pcriQi  with  it.  Though  they  may 
deprive  the  body  for  a  fcafon  of  all  vital  influence  from 
the  foul,  they  cannot  deprive  the  foul  itftlf  of  its  vital 
powers,  or  putanend  to  its  fc illation,  thought,  and  ac¬ 
tion,  which  are  the  life  that  naturally  belongs  to  it ; 
And  though  they  may  feparate  the  foul  from  the  body* 
they  cannot  feparate  it  from  the  enjoyment  of  God  and 
bleffbdnefs,  which  is  properly  the  perfection  and  glory 
of  its  life;  nor  can  they  hinder  the  body’s  reviving  in  a 
better  Hate  at  the  refurre&ion  of  the.  juft.  Hut  it  is, 
above  all  things  clfr,  your  duty  and  intereft  to  have  an 
holy  awe  of  God,  and  to  be  afraid  of  offending  him, 
and  provoking  his  wrath,  who,  if  he  Qiould  prove  your 
enemy  for  your  unfaithful  nefs,  ridie-ferving,  and  difo- 
bedience,  is  able  to  plunge  both  foul  and  Body  into  e- 
verlafting  definition  in  hell. 

29  And  even  as  to  the  concerns  of  the  body  and  its. 
prelent  life,  die  worft  of  your  enemies  can  go  no  fur* 
ther  than  God  fees  fit  to  fuffer  them  ;  for  his  providence 
interefts  itfelf  in,  and  overrules, 'all  affairs  relating  to 
this  world,  as  well  as  the  next:  Yc  know  the  fparrows 
arc  fuch  little,  inconfiderablc  birds,  that  two  of  then; 
are  valued  at  no  more  among  you  than  the  final)  price 
of  l  a  farthing;  and  yet  not  one  of  them  falls  to  the 
ground,  by  a  natural  or  violent  death,  without  the  pro* 
vidential  permifffon  and  difpofcl  of  God  your  Father* 
whofe  kingdom  rukth  over  all. 

30  But  yc  maybe  fare,  rhat  his  fpecial  Providence  ia 
dill  more  watchful  and  tender  over  you,  as  his  de'at 
children,  and  his  fervants  employed  in  the  moft  import 
tant  work;  even  the  ftrialleft  circumftancea  relating  ta 

you 

N  o  tl  k  .*« 

f  Tm  rtiftomi  ifflong  the  Jrn'j  iccro  to  bud  bid  dements  on  the  tops,  they  ioin:tin^i 
be  alluded  to  m  thi*  vtrtc.  Their  dolors  preached  Ut  the  ]>mple  from  I  hence, 
ufed  to  vhifpermEothearofadirripJctthat  ||  The  farthing,  like  ttfirs,  vfz/ +. 

he  wat  to  pronounce  aloud  to  And  u  very  tiiiJtll  piece  of  money ;  but  lu  - 

th^jf  houfos  wav  bw  ind  fUt-roofed,  And  lucfejiota'riaiulvkiu^rv 

£  4 


*9  Art  not  two 
fparrnui  fold  for 
a  farthing?  and 
one  of  chon  foil 
not  fall  on  the 
'ground  without 
your  Father* 


jo  Rut  the  ve¬ 
ry  hain  of  yoqr 
hod  arc  all  nytn- 
bered. 
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vou  are  taken  cognizance  of  by  him;  be  fo  accurately 
furveya  and  obfcrves  them,  a*  to  take  an  account  of  e* 
very  hair  of  your  heads,  none  of  which  can  fall  without 
his  milling  it  \  and  not  one  of  them  canperith,  or  any 
the  leaft  imaginable  mifebuf  come  upon  you,  without 
his  knowledge  and  wiD. 
ji  ?e«yeno«  3 1  Be  not  therefore  afraid  of  what  men,  who  are  all 
therefore,  ye  are  ti,e  government  of  God,  can  do  unto  you  ;  For 

than  maoy  fpar-  ye  are  incomparably  of  greater  worth,  m  your  heavenly 
nw».  Father’s  efteem,  than  a  multitude  of  fparrows  j  and 

therefore  may  depend  upon  bis  •proteQion  andfafe* 
guard  in  tbe  way  q f  duty,  as  long  us  he  fees  heft  for 
you,  or  as  be  has  any  work  to  do  by  you. 
v  who&cvcr  32.  This  then  is  the  true  ftate  pf  your,  cafe  for  time 
therefor#  fall  and  eternity :  And  whofoever,  in  the  face  of  all  oppo* 
^l*on  an^  ^rDm  men,  ihaH.publicly  honour  me, 

ewftft'1  ilfr  *  H-  by  profefling  his  faith  iii  me,  and  owning  my  gofpel 
foe#  my  Father  and  my  ways,  him  will  I  publicly  . honour,  by  owning 
vinl*  54  *****  him  with  all  demonftrationa  of  my  lore,  in  recitals  of 

his  faith  and  faith  fulnefc  in  the  pretence  of  my  heaven* 
ly  Father,  and  of  the  whole  world  of  angels  and  men, 
to  his  eternal  joy. 

i)  But  who*  33  But  whofoever,  out  of  fear  or  fhame,  fball  dif- 
mTbefore  »«*  daim,  renounce,  or  a&  inconfiftendy  with  his  pro¬ 
bin  Will  1  alc>  feffion  of  my  name,  in  the  prefence  of  men,  him  will 
daiy  before  my  1  likewifo  publicly  difown,.  and  abandon  with  abhor* 

'  U  rcnce»  35  none  ®ine,  in  the  prefence  of  my  Father 
and  of  all  the  world,  to  his  everlafting  confufion. 
m  Think  not  34  Do  not  imagine  that  the  defjgn  of  my  coming  is 
ftiJd  ““  outward  profperity  and  peace  here  below,  ae- 

orth;  1  cum  not  cording  to  the  pi&at  jrwijb  expectations  from  the 
P^t  Ut  Mefliau:  No,  my  direct  views  are  foiriiuat  and  hea* 
1  vcnly :  And  though,  as  far  as  my  gofpel  is  embraced, 

it  will  promote  the  beft  of  peace  within,  and  will  dif* 
pofo  my  .difciples  to  behave  in  a  peaceable  friendly 
manner  toward  one  another,  and  toward  all  men  %  yet, 
through  tbe  corruption  of  name  aipong  enemies  to 
its  purity  and  power,  it  will  prove  an  occaGon  of  &• 
vere  oppofition  and  tribulation  to  my  difeiples  on  the 
earth. 

ti  For  I  vn  35,  36.  For  the  occasional  event  of  my  coming  into 
itvariuwcMalnft  Y?°rid  will  be  fierce  contentions  about  me,  and  my 
hit f>d>cr, tlnd the  holy  truths  and  ways,  amongfl  the  ncareft  earthly 
hw^mothcr^iod  *"ca‘**  an^  relations :  $o  that  fous  and  fathers,  daugh* 
uH  daughter  *5o-  ter®  a,lJ*  mothers,  daughters-in-law  and  mothers -m* 
faw  sgatnft  her  law,  will  be  at  the  utmoft  variance  with  each  other ; 

and  even  the  children  and  fervants  of  a  man’s  own  fa* 
foes  /bciil^id  ffliij't  who  depend  opojr  him,  and  are  provided  for 
9Jf  •  .  '  and 


.M. 


«  Hcihttlfe* 
Ktlbbrormo- 
her  mate.  than 
ne^MtMJkf 
jf  me;  ted  be 
.hai  Iwvh  Om  or 
iaoghier  mart 
tan  me.  If  not 
wutihy  of  me. 


And  bethel 
(aheth  pot  Me 
cruft  end  folluw* 
loxvcth  after  me, 
is  not  voitby  of 
me* 
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f  huo«»fon»fc-  and‘  (opported  by  him,  vitl  turn  the  bittcreft  enemies 
againft  him. 

37  This  will  be  indeed  a  cutting  trial :  But  when 
things  come  to  Inch  a  erWis,  that  a  man  mutt  either 
break  with  his  neareft  and  deareft  friends  and  relations 
after  the  fldh,  or  break  with  me ;  he  that  prefers  the 
favour  and  friendship  of  his  father,  mother,  ion,  or 
daughter,  to  me,  and  will  not  part  with  temporal  eo- 
dcarments  for  his  religion  and  confidence,  cannot  be 
accounted,  nor  is  wonlty  to  be  owned,  as  one  of  my 
real  di&iplesj  nor  fhal!  he  be  the  partaker  of  the  fpiri* 
tual  and  eternal  hledngs  that  belong  to  fuch. 

Jl8  And  whoever  he  be,  that  cannot  fubmit  to  the 
erings  of  perfecotion,  even  to  death  itfelf,  and  bear 
them  patiently,  like  one  that  carries  his  own  crols  for 
my  fake,  when  be  is  called  eo  it,  that  he  may  follow 
my  example,  do&rlnes,  and  inftlcutions;  he  really  pre¬ 
fers  hbowoeafe  and  fafety  in  this  world,  to  bis  Late- 
reft  hi  me)  and  cdunot  be  juflly  deemed,  nor  fhall  be 
owned,  as  a  true  difciple,  tbat  heartily  loves  me,  and 
that  (hall  be  glorified  with  me. 

39  The  whole  matter  therefore  is  reduced  to  this  (in¬ 
gle  point.  He  who,  through  the  fear  of  man,  preferves 
his  fife  at  the  expence  of  his  religion,'  confidence,  and 
regards  to  rile,  fhall  lofe  the  true  ends  and  the  bed  com¬ 
forts  of  life,  fhall  (fame  times  be  cut  off  from  the  land  of 
the  living,  ere  be  is  aware,  by  (ome  other  means  here, 
and  (hall  certainly  fell  fhoirt  of  eternal  life  hereafter: 
But  he  who  ftedfallly  adheres  to  me,  though  it  (hould 
coft  him  bis  temporal  comforts,  or  even  life  itfelf  in  this 
world,  (hall  certainly  obtain  the  true  ends  of  living, 
and  cverlafling  life  of  all  bleffednels  in  foul  and  body 
in  the  .world  to  come. 

40  Go  forth  then  in  my  name,  and  upori  my  errand, 
without  fear  of  yourenemies.  And  for  your  further 
comfort  and  honour,  as  weU  as  for  the  encouragement 
of  all  that  (hall  believe'in  me  through  your  word,  I  tell 
you,,  that  he  who  entertains  and  Jhcws  kindnefs  to  you, 
and.  receives  the  golpel  ye  preach,  (hall  be  eftremed  as 
(hewing  kindnefs  to  me,  and  as  receiving  me;  and  he 
who  thus "receiveth  me,  (ball  be  efteemed  as  receiving 
my  Father,  him  (elf,  by  wltofe  commtlfion  I  am  come 
under  the  chara&cr  of  a  Saviour:  All  (hall  be  taken 
as  done  to  him  and  myfelfj  and  we  will  regard  it  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

41  He  who  by  faith  receives  the  gofpel,  and  enter¬ 
tains  and  (hews  an  affe&ionate  kiudnelV  to  one  of  my 
prophets  or  ainilters  merely  as  fuch,  without  any  world¬ 
ly* 


He  that 
findcdi  ha  lib, 
ft -ill  loft  \x  i  and 
he  that  lofetfc  hU 
lift  lor  toy  like, 
Sod  U» 


40  He  that  n* 
ctiveth  joa,  it- 
onMth  at;  ui] 

he  chat  itodtdh 
m*y  rttdmb  him 
that  feat  me. 


4t  Ht  thit  rt- 

cdvcdi  4.  prophet 
in  the  nsme  of  a 
prppbtt,  fluU  n- 
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crivc  a  ppnjilict’s 
reward ;  and  he 
that  rccdvcih  a 
righteous  man  tn 
cht-  name  of  a 
righteous  man  , 
flu  LI  iccciv«  a 
righteous  man** 
reward. 


-  4*-  And  vho- 
foever  fhall  give 
to  drink  unto  one 
of  theft  Little  one*' 
&  cop  of  cold  vn~ 
ter  only,  in  the 
name  of  a  dUH- 
pk,  verily  l  fty 
unto  you,  Helhalt 
in  hi*  wife  loft 
hii  reward. 


ly,  perfonal,  private,  or  party  confiderations  to  move 
him  to  it,  {hall  have  an  abundant  blefling.  through,  his 
mjniftry  and  prayers,  and  (hall  receive  a  proportionable 
{hare  with  him  in  his  reward  of  grace :  And  he  who 
loves  and  entertains  a  good  and  holy  man,  merely  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  religious  charafter,  lb  all  be  blefled  in  an- 
fwer  to  his  prayers,  and  fiiall  bear  a  part  with  him'in  bis 
eternal  reward. 

4a  And  whoever  be  be  that,  in  like  manner,  from  a 
principle  of  faith  and  love,  {hall  give  the  leaft  needful 
afliftancc  or  lefrefhment,  tboogh  itbc  but  a  cop  of  cold 
water,  to  one  of  the  weakeft  and  meanefl  of  my  difei- 
ples,  merely  becaufe  he  believes  in  me,  and  bears  my 
imago,  1  fbiemnly  affure  you,  his-  work  of  labour  and 
love  {hall  by  no  means  be  loft;  but  in  God’s  way  and 
time  he  (hall  receive  a  rich  and  gracious  reward. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  glorionily  confirmed  is  the  gofoel  of  Chrift  by  the  various  fig  ns  and  won¬ 
ders  that  were  wrought  by  thofe  who  ftrft  preached  it!  Thisgofpel  is  to  be 
publiflied  to  all,  and  it  fitall  not  be  in  vain ;  but  by  the  bletfing  of  Chrift  be  fa- 
vingly  received  by  feme.  What  an  encouragement  la  this  to  thole  that  preach, 
and  thofe  that  hear  it  1  And  how  careful  ftioOld  we  be  to  give  it  doc  entertain- 
merit !  If  we  rejeft  it,  'it  is  toour  own.  more  terrible  perdition,  than  the  worft  of 
heathens  wilt  fuller,  that  never  heard  it ;  bid  if  we  embrace  ft,  it  is  to  our  own 
falvation  and  eternal  glory.  Though  the  spinifters  of  this  gofpel  are  not  to  feck 
great  things  in  this  world  jfor.or  by,  their  miniftrafious;  yet  their  great  Lord  and 
Mailer  has  made  ft  the  duty,  and  will  incline  the  hearts,  of  bis  people  to  provide 
for  them :  And  as  it  is  their  exceeding  joy  to  be  owned  and  honoured  by  him, 
and  made  his  i q ft ru meats  of  gathering  in  loft  fheep ;  fb  the  leaft  Chriftiaa  affec¬ 
tion  or  fcindnefs  (hewn  to  any  of  bis  faithful  fervgnts  of  difciplrt,  becaufe  they 
are  fuch,  Hull  be  gradonfly  accepted ;  and  he  will  own  it,  as  if  it  were  done 
perfonally  to  himfetf.  Ah,  what  are  the  deareft  friends  and  comforts  of  life,  if 
put  in  the  leaft  competition  with  Chrift !  And  why  Iboaid  any  reproaches  or 
troubles  we  may  meet  with  for  his  fake,  be  adUeonragement  to  us ;  fince  he  has 
undergone  them  before  us,  wilftafce  care, of  us  in  the  way,  and  publicly  own  and 
recommend  us  to  his  Father  at  the  end !  Needlefaly  to  capofe  ourfelvcs  to  fuffer- 
>ngs,  on  Cht  ift’s  account,. is  indeed  unwarrantable  and  imprudent ;  but  tq,  neglect 
any  known  duty,  or  commit  any  known  fin,  to  avoid-  them,  is  apoftac;  :  It  is 
fearing  men,  who  cannot  kill  our  immortal  fpirits  together  with  vat  mortal  bo¬ 
dies,  nor  affect  our  trueft  intcrcfts ;  it  ft  fearing  them  more  than  the  great  God* 
who  will  dreadfully  refent  it,  and  can  deftroy  both  foul  aitd  body  forever  inhriL 
But,  whatever  we  are  called  to  ltife  or  fuffcr  for  Chrift  aqd  his  caufc,  we  {halt 
never  Info  by  him,  while  with  faith  and  patience,  with  meeknefs  mid  holy  cou¬ 
rage,  we  commit  owfetves  to  him  that  judgetb  righteouOyand  has  all  ottrafiairs 
under  his  eye  and  government :  Bor  he  that  endures  to  the  end,  IhaU  be  laved.. 
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Para* 


Ch,  xi. 

Texr. 


when  Jrftis  had 
made  n)  .end-  of 
cuoinuDdinj;  hi* 
twelve  iUfciplrt, 
hedqnrtedthenoe 
to  teach 
preach  in  their 
cub. 

x  Now  wlien 
John  had  beard 
in  the  pnfba  the 
works  of  Chrill, 
he  Tent  two  ofhil 
di  topics, 


3  Apd  faidhn- 
to  him*  Art  thou 
he  Uiat  ’  QumiM 
romt,  or, do  we 
look  for  mother? 

4  jefdfuifwer- 
t-ii  mul  bid  uaui 
them.  Go  and 
(hear  John 
guia  tiwft  dungs 
which  yr  do  hm 
uud  ux : 


5  The  blind 
retire  their  fight* 
uEid  the  bme 
w-dk,  (Ik  lepers 
urt  dcmittl*  and 
tike  deaf  hear,  the 
dead  are  fji  fed  op* 
Mid  the  poor  bin 
tlKjfol  pel  preach* 
tie!  Eo  Lbun, 


6  i\fld  hlefled 
is  be  whoever 
Jhall  not  tie  of- 
tended  iif  me. 


T  And  a*  they 
departed  ,  Jdw 
began  to  lay  unto 
the  multitikltf 
concerning  John, 
U  hat  went  ye 
oat  into  the  wiU 
der- 
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to  preach  the  gofpel  at  different  places,  he  went  into  o- 
ther  parts,  in  order  to  his  pcrfuualjy  inftru£ling  the 
people,  and  confirming  his  doctrine  with  miracles,  in 
fereral  of  their  cities,  where  be  met  with. many  hearers, 

2  Now  when  Join t,  whom  Herod  had  call  into  pri- 
ion,  received  an  ■account  of  the  many  wonderful  works 
that  Jefus  wrought,  he  ordered  two  of  his  difciplcs  to 
go  to  him,  more  for  their  fatisfaction  than  his  own ; 
though  the  long  confinement  that  he  himfelf  was  in, 
and  the-  low  figure  Chrift  made  in  the  world  among 
men  of  learning  and  note,  were  great  trials  of  bis  own 
faith  about  him. 

3  And  they  came  to  a  Ik  him,  Whether  he  were  (« 
tf  Xfittftot  )  the  promifed  and  expected  Mefiiah  that  was  to 
come  fur  the  redemption  of  Ijrael?  or  whether  they  were 
to  look  for  any  other  to  appear  in  that  character  be¬ 
tides  him? 

4  In  anfwer  to  this,  Jefus,  working  feveral  miracles 
in  their  prefence,  (Xu&v ii.ai.)  ordered  them  to  go 
back  again,  and'  tell  John  what  they  had  heard  with 
their  own  ears,  and  feen  with  their  own  eyes,  to  prove 
that  he  was  indeed  the  Cbrift,  according  to  ancient  pro¬ 
phecies  concerning  the  nature  of  the  miracles  he  was  to 
work, 'and  the  fort  of  people  he  way  to  find  mod  fuccefs 
amongft.  {ffa.  jtxxv.  5,  6.  and  Jxi.  j.) 

5  Tell  him,  lays  he,  particularly  from  me,  that  by 
the  effeftual  working  of  my  power,  the  blind  receive 
their  tight,  cripples  walk  like  other  men,  leprous  per- 
fens  are  dean  fed,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  railed  ro 
life,  and  the  poor  of  this  world,  and  the  poor  in  fpirit, 
whom  die  feribts  and  Pbari/ees  defpife,  {uwy^xi'ww) 
are  evangelized i  they  have  the  glad  tidings  of  falvntion 
preached  to  them,  receive  the  gofpel,  and  are  wrought 
upon  thereby. 

6  And  he,  and  he  alone,  is  truly  blcffed,  who,  on 

the  foot  of  fuch  evidence  as  this,  is  fo  well  intis  fie  d  a- 
Ixmt  my  perfon  and  office,  that  no  prejudices  again  ft 
me,  on  any  account  whatfoever,  r-M  fhall  fo 

difhearten  him,  as  to  make  him  Aumhle  and  fail,  or  re- 

-  je£t  and  difbwn  me. 

7  And  when  Johifs  difciplcs  were  gone  back  with 
this  anfwer,  (fee  the  note  on  Luke  vii.  24.)  jefus  took 
that  opportunity  to  expoftulate  with  the  people,  and  to 
give  an  honourable  rcAimony  concerning  him,  faying. 
When  John  preached  in  die  wildenicfij,  and  grear  mul¬ 
titudes 
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dtudesof  yon  ran  to  his  miniftry  and  bapdfm,  what  did 
the  wind T  Wlth  y™  g°  tWthcr  for?  or  what  did  ye  expe&  to  meet  with 
there?  Did  ye  crowd  at  fuch  a  rate  to  hear  a  mao  as  wa¬ 
vering  in  his  do&rine  as  a  reed  that  is  toffed  to  and  fro 
with  every  wind?  He  was  no  fuch  giddy  perfon;  but 
fteadily  perfifted  in  one  and  the  lame  teftiraony  con¬ 
cerning  me.  Or  were  ye  like  children,  that  will  run 
abroad  merely  to  fee  the  lhaking  of  a  reed  ?  Surely  ye 
mull  have  had  Ibrae  higher  defign  than  this, 
s  Bur  vhat  ■  Q  But  what  was  die  defign?  or  what  did  ye  look  for; 
ncl'JTmandcN  y*  eiP®&  to  fee  fome  fine  and  gay  pc  don,  arrayed 
Uwd  in  fcft  rai-  with  pompous  andrich  apparel,1  made  of  the  molt  loft 
t£*rC  .h.f^0*4*  an<*  <*^*cate  materials*  to  gratify  your  curiofity ;  or  fame 
foft^tioihuig^re  flattenng  courtier  to.  foothe  you  up  with  fair  fpeeches  ? 
in  fcia£t  hoafa.  ’rherc  was  no  room  for  you  to  think  of.  finding  fuch  an 
one  preaching  in  the  wildemela;  for  people  of.  thole  ap¬ 
pearances  and  characters  are  rather  to  he  expe&ed  at  the 
palaces  of  kings. 

9  But  what  9  But  what  was  it  then,  that  carried  you  in  fuch 

A  prophet?  t0  Ae  dcfcrt  ?  "Was  it  the  hope  of  feeing  a  pro- 

yea)  l  %  onto  phet  fent  from  God,  and  of  hearing  what  he  bad  to  fay 
r>u,  and  more  to  you  ?  This  is  what  ye  certainly  thought  of :  And  I  tell 
too.  a  Eropha.  you  it  was  indeed  a  prophet  that  ye  faw  and  heard,  and 
one  greater  than  all- the  prophets  that  were  before  him} 
for  he  fpake  of  me  as  juft  ready  to  appear  among  you : 
Yea,  be  was  mote  than  a  prophet,  who  only  tells 
■“  things  to  comej  for  he  pointed  me  oat  unto  you,  as 
the  Mefliah  already  come; -and  called  yon  to  believe  in 

10  For  thit  u  me,  and  receive  the  goipeJ,  which  I  now  preach  to  you. 

written.  Behold*  10  ^or  was  t*iat  TCry  pcrfim  of  whom  God  fpake 
1  irnd'my  md-  as  my  forerunner,  in  the  prophet  Makchi,  (chap.  iii.  i.} 
*nger  Mote  thy  laying.  Behold  1 fend  my  mejfirtiger,  wbofe  {pedal  office  it 
like  a  harbinger,  to  go  juft&f/W  thee;  andwho,  by 
oefore  thee.  bis  miniftry  and  baptUin,-  (hull  f  give  notice  of  thy  co- 
h  Verily  Ihf  rning,  and  cal)  the  people  to  believe  in  thee. 
^thuinteS  1 1  1  folemoly  affqre  you,  that  of  all  the  children  of 
nr  women,  there  -men  before,  there  never  appeared  any  prophet  fuperior, 
hath  not  rifen ii  no,  nor  equal  to  Jtihn  the  Baptift,  with  rcfpe&  to  the 
ESJVJI  clcar  difccvcric?  God  made  of  the  Mcffiah  to  him,  and 
wiihitandinjc,  ho  his  direct  preaching  and  pointing  him  out  to  others; 
'l**1  J*  *>  And  yet  the  meaneft  gofpel-mintfter  in  my  kingdom, 
fan-  cr!"^  '  which,  as  be  told  you,  I  am  come  to  £et  up  in  the  world, 

ct  tiua  be,  '  ffiall 

N  Q  T  E. 

t  *n  WffrfAi,  God  the  Father*  fpcakiog  jutpact  thj  before  lite  **  Which  mikes 
to  the  rJiurth  concerning  Chrift’*  forerun-*  the  Hi  me  vty  n>bc  called  Cbiift’s  way  here, 
ihj*  fry**  ffr  prepare  the  wot  faforf  and  God**  way  there  ;  and  (kews  tb^k  ii 
or  tjv-for?  my  facet  But  here  it  \*  quoted  in  one  God  wiiH  the  Father*  Bcc  tendon 
the  form  of  his  fyeaMng  to  CbrHl;  uud  to’tr 
i*  my  -ipcticp^fr  before  fact*  who  ffcall 
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(hall  excel  John  himfelf)  his  office  is  ftili  more  honou¬ 
rable,  .and  be  Ihall  have  ftili  brighter  difcoveries  of  me, 
and  (hall  be  able  to  preach  more  of  my  obedience  and 
fuffierings,  grace  and  glory,  and  of  the  fpiritual  nature 
and  dcGgn  of  my  kingdom,  than  John ;  Yea,  the  leaft 
true  believer  in  the  gofpcl -church  ihall  have-  further 
light  into  thefe  things,  than  be. 

»  Aad  from  ia  John  the  Baptift  alarmed  the  people  with  repre- 
thc  d»ysof  John  fentatieniof  their  guilt  and  danger,  and  told  them  of 
ww!bS?Uu»  appearing  to  take  away  their  fins,  (John  i.  29.); 
dom  of  -homi  and  from  the  beginning  of  his  miniftry  onward  to  this 
fafocdivnleiia,  day,  there  have  been  mighty  ftirrings  among  them: 
Si  k^fon!  Great  multitudes  are  crowding  to  bear  the  gofpel,  and 
many  of  them  are  feeking.  after  fslvatton  with  as  much 
earneftnefe  and  vehemence  as  if  they  were  ftorming  a 
town  ;  yea,  publicans,  anl  the  word  of  tinners,  whom 
the  Jcrtbff  and  Pbarifees  look  upon  as  intruders  that 
have  no  right  to  die  bleffings  of  the  Meffiah's  kingdom, 
even  thefe  are  preffing  with  eager  dcGre  after  its  holy 
and  gracious  doctrines,  and  take  its  bleffings,  as  it  were 
by  force,  away  from  thofe  that  defpife  and  envy  them. 

1 3  ^ **  13.  Fdlr  all  the  prophets,  and  the  ceremonial  law,  ret 

bw^praphdKd  prcfented  my  coming,  and  the  bleffings  of  my  kingdom, 
wicU  jrfu.  as  future  and  diftant  things,  till  John  arofe,  who  fpake 
of  them  as  already  introduced,  and  as  juft  coming  on 
in  all  their  glory ;  and  fo  they  are  now  regarded  and 
treated  like  things  prefent,  which  ufe  to  make  the  ftrong- 
eft  impreffion. 

is  And  ir  ye  14  And  if  ye  can  bear  to  hear  the  truth,  and  find  in 
^  ‘pr*lvL.*,i!  your  hearts  to  believe  it,  I  tell  you  plainly,  that  this 
M*fort»eoaL  J°bn  is  the  very  perfon  prophefied  of,  as  the  Meffiah's 
forerunner,  under  the  character  of  Elias  j  in  as  much 
as  he  came  in  the  fpirit  and  power  of  that  famous  pro¬ 
phet,  to  prepare  the  way  for  my  appearing  immediately 
after  him*. 


ts  Hejhtttath  |  J  Whoever  is  capable  of  hearing,  and  defirous  of  be- 
’ng  inftfudfced,  lee  him  ferioully  coufider  the  truth  and 
importance  of  what  l  fay. 

J?n  7rf**  l^»  *7*  ®ot  as  to  the  generality  of  people,  and  efpe- 

S?T  gSfnai'm  ?  daily  the  /tribes  and  Pbari/ees ,  in  this  perverfc  and  ca- 
Jt  it  life  onto  villiog  age,  what  parable  can  be  thought  of  that  (hall 
chjUru 1  Going  In  fat  them  out  as  they  deferve?  They  are  fo  captious  and 
«)ltn|C|raio  their  untraftable,  asto.be  juft  like  a  parcel  of  morofe  and 
f:Uowt,  fallen  ehildrcn,  whom  their  companions  would  get 

wV  iun  t0  ^*1  *hem  *n  the  market  or  other  public  places} 
unuyon[  Md«  hut  whatever  they  do  to  pleufe  and  engage  them,  whe- 
hw#  not  danced  i  ther  it  be  by  mimicking  a  wedding,  or  the  like,  with 
we  fore  mows-  mufic  and  dancing,  or  a  funeral  with  mournful  fongs 
cd  and 


ye  Aarrc 
wenuiL 


not  la* 


18  For  John 
came  neither  cat¬ 
ting  nor  drink¬ 
ing  ;  anil  they 
fay,  lie  hath  a 
devil. 


’  ip  The  Son  of 
Burn  came  earing 
am)  driuMng  ; 
and  they  fay,  Ua- 
hold  a  man  gtnt~ 
toitnn^ ,  ind  a 
nine  -  bil>bcrt  a 
friend  of  pnbli- 
cuu  uul  (inner*, 
(tut  wirdom  is 
jollified  of  her 
children. 
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<d  nnto  you,  and  anj  other  Ggits  of  forrow,  they' are  ft)  ill-natured  and 
obftinate  as  not  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  join  with  them: 
liven  fo  the  people  of  this  day  will  not  be  engaged  by 
any  manner  of  addrels  that  is  made  to  them;  but  fet 
thcmlelves  a  gain  ft  both  my  forerunner  and  me,  as  if  wc 
were  to  be  no  more  regarded  than  oiildrcn  that  only  act 
a  part. 

1 8  For  Job n  the  Baptifi  came  to  preach  to  them,  and 
recommend  his  dodrine  of  humiliation  and  repentance, 
by  a  fevere,  folitary,  andabflemious  life,  with  fading 
and  felf-denial;  and  they,  inftead  of  mourning  with 
him  for  their  fins,  perverfely  feid  of  Imp,  He  is  ait  un- 
fbciabte  melancholy  man,  poflelled  of  the  devil. 

19  On  the  other  band,  I,  the  Mefliah,  am  come  to 
preach  to  them  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  and  recoin* 
mend  my  doctrine  by  a  free  and  friendly  way  of  con- 
verfation,  uting  the  innocent  'refrefhments  of  nature, 
treating  all  forts  of  perfons  with  affability,  and  conde* 
feending  ro  eonrerfe  with  the  Word  of  finners  for  their 
fpiritual  good ;  and  immediatey  they  as  perverfely  cry 
out,  See  what  a  glutton  and  ttpler  this  is,  a  boon  com¬ 
panion  for  the  viieft  and  molt  Iuiurkrti9  men  1  But  after 
all  that  malice  and  envy  can  fugged,  the  wifdom  of  God 
in  the  do&rines  we  preach,  together  with  the  wifdom 
of  both  tbefe  methods  of  publifhing  and  recommending 
it,  and  the  wjfttom  of  receiving  it;  yea,  and  the  Mef¬ 
liah  himfelf,  in  whom  are  hid  ail  the  treafures  <f  wifdom 
and  knowledge ;  are  fully  approved  of,  witnefled  to,  and 
vindicated  in  the  thoughts  of  them  who  know  me  and 
the  grace  of  God  in  troth,  and  even  by  the  greated  of 
finners,  who,  being  brought  to  believe  in  me,  are  made 
wife  to  falvatiou,  and  receive  power  to  become  the  Tons 
of  God.  ..(See  the  note  on  Luke  vii.  35.) 

ao  On  this  occaGon,  Jefus  entered  ijpon  a  dtfcourfe, 
wherein  he  (harply  reproved  and  threatened  the  people 
of  thofe  cities  for  their  wilfulobftinacy  and  perverfenefe, 
among  whom  he  bad  wrought  the  greated  number  of 
lignal  miraeles  to  confirm  his  million  and  doctrine,  .be* 
caufe  they  dill  perfided  in  their,  impenitence  and  haid- 
riefe  of  heart. 

2 1  And  particularly  he  denounced  the  wrath  of  God 
agaiud  feme  cities  by  name,  for  their  infidelity,  faying, 
wo  to  you,  the  inhabitants  offC/wAzra  and  Befb/sida! 
for  if  the  feme  miracles,  and  other  means  of  conviction, 
which  ye  have  enjoyedrhad  been  bedewed  even  on  that 

wicked 

N  O  T  ,E. 

f  Cferazbt  and  B^thfasda  were  town*  or  cities  in  G*5hcy  im  for  from  C-tpcrufmm.  And 
what  {Thrift*  about  other  pcnpl?  repenting  limner  ihan  l!i^,  fronts  to  be  Ipokcn  by  him 
«  d  CiiUtj  upon  the  jfidgmctit  uf  piofribilfcyj  accordUig  to  the  appcarancei  of  thir<gs. 


to  IJicn  bc- 
gan  he  to  upbraid 
iJ*  citin.wber^m 
rooftof  hi*  migh¬ 
ty  works  were 
<lonc,bctsu&  titty 
itptpied  rwt* 


a  t  Wo  unto 
thee,  Chomin  ! 
wo  nn)o  thcc  t 
fiethfoida !  for  if 
the  mighty  works 
which  were  Hn « 
in  you,  had  been 
iloOe  ■ 


Ch.  xi.  The  EvangeKjl  MatthYw  fiaraphrafed.  yj) 
dorwuiTyicmd  winced  people  of  Tyre  TindSidon,  again  ft  whom  dread- 
M  .ddbuffioa  was  denounced  by  the  prophets,  {Ifa. 
lung  igo  ia  &ekr  xsm.and  Ezek.-  xiyi.  ana  xxvn.  and  ravin.)  there  is 
don  and  dbc*.  ground  to  believe  that  they,  like  the  Ninevites,  would, 
in  much  left  time  than  has  been  afforded  to  you,  have 
turned  from  their  evil  ways,  andin  token  of  their  re¬ 
pentance  have  covered  thcmfelyes  with  fackclotb  and 
alhes,  to  prevent  the  ruin  that  came  upon  them. 

»t  8m  I  fay  22  But,  as'yb  have  linued  againft  greater  light  and 
onto  yaw,  n  ftiU.  mercies,  and  greater  means  of  conviction,,  than  they  * 
forTm'aSfs^  I  allure  you  the  pumlhment  of  the  profligate  heathens 
<ion  3i  die  day  of  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  {hall  not  .be  lb  heavy*  and  fevere  as 
judgment,  then  yonre,  iu  the  day  of  God's  righteous  judgment. 

,W* j°A«d  dura,  23  And  as  for  thee,  O  Capernauny  who  art  a  great 
Capernaum  \  and dourilhing  city,  and  haft  been  honoured  with  my 
whkh situated  chief  refidence,  preaching,  and  miracles}  and  fo  baft 

“"bSljSdJS  beeD  «>W  UP»  M  «  werer- in  outwiird  privileges,  to 
to  heU:  for  if  the  very  gates  of  heaven}. Thou,  for  thy  horrible  abttfe 
themighty  voA*  0f  them,  lhalt  be  ftripped  of  all ;  thou  Jbalt  be  brought 
done tnthee, had  to  utteT  defolatioft,  and  thy  people  lhall  be  thrown 
been  done  io  S<i*  down  to  tbe'loweft  hell:  For  if  the  wonderful  things 
h^1’  'C  ^iat  ^habitants  have  been  favoured  with,  had 

undJ  thbJUy.  been  done  among  the  Sodomites  tbemfelves,  there  is  the 
greateft  moral  reafon  to  apprehend,  that,  vile  as  they 
were,  they  might  have  been  brought  to  fuch  a  refor¬ 
mation  and  repentance  as  would  nave  prevented  their 
.  de&ruffcion  by  immediate  vengeance  from  heaven,  and 
.  that  their  city  might  have  continued  to  this  very  day. 

*4  Bat  I  fty  ■■  24  Butj  as  the  aggravations  of  your  iniquities  are  lb 
unto  ywo,  that  it  much  greater  than  theirs,  becaufe  ye  have  obftinatdy 
terILie  fo^tK*  ^nne<^  againft  more  evident,  endearing,  and  repeated- 
land  of  Sodom  in  means  of  light  arid  grace ;  I  aflure  you  the  punilhuiem, 
the  day  of  judg-  even  of  the  people  of  Sodom  itftjf,  lliall  not  be  fo  great 
m«t,  than  lot  ^  ^  gnaJ  judgment  as  yours. 

ai  Arihaitime  25  As  foon  as  Jefus  had  fpoke  tbefe  awful  things  a- 
jdh,  ,awr*w  -  .gainft  the  people  of  thole  cities,  he,  with  relation  there- 
i^thuSk  thtt** d  **&?>  comforted  himftlf  with  the  thoughts  that  there 
Fathtr,  Loid  of  were  neverthclefe  fome  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
heaven  and  anh,  gofpel  to  their  own  lalvatiou  s  and  raid,  1  thank  thee, 
STSZtiZ  ®  my  FaU>er»  who  wt  the  fovereign  .proprietor  and 
from  the iriieiuui  difpofer  of  all  bleflings  in  heaven  and  earth,  that  while 
pnidgnt, -and hall  thou  haft  not  been  pleafed  to  difeover  the  good  things 
rorewMwcaan*  ^  ^  gofpd,  fo  as  to  render  them  ciBedual,  to  men 
of  chara&er  for  learning  and  worldly  policy,  it  has 
pleated  thee  to  make  them  lhvingty  known  to  others  of 
low  figure  for  natural  parts,  fagaetty,  and  human  ac- 
compliftiments. 

it  Ewn  fo,  26  Even  in  this  manner,  O  Father,  thou  difpenfrft 

father;  ‘  , 


mt  AU  thing* 
fee  delivered  on- 
to  me  of  my  Fa¬ 
ther*  aid  no  m» 
kuvtdtdicSon 
but  tfotFttfctr; 
.fetfhet  knqwctb 
any  nan  the  P*- 
ihcr,  five  the  Son, 
and  Ac  to  whom* 
focm  the  Son  will 
cereal  Sot. 


•S  Come  unto 
me,  all  ye  Out 
labour.  ijhI  are 
heavy  hdra,  and 

I  will  give  you 
icd 


So  The  Kvangelift  WlkTTympitrapBr4ifed.  Cfa.xi. 
Fuhtf;  far  ft  it  the  riches  of  thy  mercy,  and  J  beartthr  approve  of  and 
in  acquiefce  in  it  :  for  10  thy  wife,  and  holy  pleasure  fees 
heft  to  order  it,  that  thou  mayeft  appear  like  a  fowreign 
in  bellowing  -  thy  free  favours,,  uut  mayeft  the  Wore  e- 
vidently  fecure  to  thyfelf  the  entire  glory  of  them  all. 
'  37  According  to- this  defign  of  grace,  our  Lord  fur¬ 
ther  added,  All  perfons  and  things,  relating  to  falva- 
tion,  are  committed  by.  my  .Father  to  me,  as  Mediator, 
that  ttyey  may-  be  undermy  unconrroulable  manage¬ 
ment  and  difpofe  ;  arid  we -thoroughly  underftasd  one 
another,  like  perfons  that  hare.-  a  mutual  conlci9ulhe& 
df- each  other’s  defigos.  None  knows  wboorwbat  ihe 
San  is,  and  what  is  ihe  truft  committed  to  him,  blit  the 
Father;  neither. does  any  one  know  who  or  what  the 
Father  is,  and  what  are  his  counfels  and  will  relating  to 
this  truftybut  the  Son,  and  .they  to  whom  he  by  his 
word  and  fpirit  (hall  di (cover  them* 

38  Then  taming  to  the  people,  hefaid,  "Whofoever 
therefore  among  you  is  weaiyof  6n,  and  ready  to  (ink 
under  an  affe£ting  feofe  of  its  .guilt  and  power,  or  is 
weary  of  the  burdenfome  rices  ^and  ceremonies  of  the 
law,  and  impofitions  of  the  ferihet  and  Vhariftet  j  and 
whofoever  of  you  is  tired  with  Vainly  ficekingaftei  par¬ 
don  and  acceptance  with  God,  and  peace  to  your  own 
fools,  by  the  works  of  the  law  ;  f  come  by  faith  to  me 
for  all  falvathni,  depending  entirely  on  me  for  every 
fpimual  blefling  tMt  ye  heed,  and  I  will  give,  you-  effec¬ 
tual  relief.  . 

.39  Submit  chearfully  to  thit  yokcof  obed  ience,  which 
I,  to  fet  you  an  exarhp|e,as  well  as  to.anfwer  ftill  high¬ 
er  ends,  have  taken  upon  myfclf ;  and  yield  yourfdves 
up  to  me,  as  my  difciplcs ;  to  be  taught  and  governed 
fay  me;  for  I  am  gracious,  ‘gentle,  arid  condefcendiog; 
and  under  my  inifru£tjon  and  influence  ye  &all  find  re- 
frtfhment  and  iatisfafHon  to  your  fouls. 

30  For  my  femoe  is  perfect  freedom,  and  my  com¬ 
mands' are  not  grievous ;  bucaU  ..v^arars  aTe  ways  of 
pleafontocf^'and  allmy  phths  peace;  and  1  will'lay  no 
mot?  hardens  upon  my  tfifciplea  than  they  (hall  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  bear. 

RECOL- 

T  E.  ......  . 

meamrcgijft thisphrafr*  heal: other jdaetiH 
Jodk  as  ty&Q&f  of  the  font  tmpoit  mb 
f  irakr  in  fa,.  ptuBriftooufly  puttfo*  om  for 
theother*  agmatul  again,  JataTfjy  JJ*  s<5( 


10  Take  mjr 
yoke  upon  you, 
rad  learn  of  me ; 
lev  J  am  meek 
'•mil  lowly  in 
-htijti  radyt  flu  11 
AedtcAuncoyoof 


yc  For  my 
yoke  b  kfV,  rad 
n^burloi  u 


N  O 

f  This  tdra/er  to  (Shrifts  sniff  needs  tyjnt- 
fy  more  than  a  Kare.eorporat  or  local  totmog 
tobe-tr  him  preach;  lor  tlm  the  pertiwi  ho 
fpo&e  to  were  almdyeocacin  him,  rad  in- 


muamble  multitude*  came  in  thit-mtoifer  jy,  40, 44»  45>  47,  *4,  tfj,  afldvik  37,  j&f 
wtthont  any  foriog  advantage  to  thobfolvcs  z-'  $&■  And  offer  he  was  gooc  to  haven,  the 
But  our  Lord  freak*  of  Tuch  comiov,*!  pbrafts  of  Vswy  km, 

fimlJ  certainly  ifliie  ip  a  friritv*]  rejff  which  and  iefovi**  m  £ra»*as  equivaLiit  tejm*, 
he  would  jive,  and  they  fawld  Jtfjtfrf  »  f&*r'  1  Pfe.'?  j,  4,  d/7* 
fi*Ut  (ver.  ip,)  Accordingly,  to  exphiff  hi* 


Ch.  xu.  ¥he  Evange&ft  Matthew  faraphrafed.  8i 
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Thrift  wilt  honour  them  that  honour  him;  but  they  that  liehtlv  efteem  him 
ftull  be  defpifaL  A  bumble,  though  doubting  feith,  Jhall  be  lathed;  but  wil. 
fu)  nbfttoacy  Ihall  be  confounded.  How  dreadful  and  dangerous  is  it  to  fin  a* 
gainft  gofpd  tight  and  grace,  to  rejed  ail  means  of  conviction,  to  (tumble  at 
thrift,  to  be  prejudiced  againft  him,  and  to  cait  reproaches  upon  him  and  bis 
fervintt  1  He  will  pour  righteous  .contempt  upon  fucb  Gone  re  ;  he  win  one  day 
call  them  to  a  Arid  account  for  ail  their  impenitence,  and  ahufes  of  the  means  of 
grace ;  and  heavier  vengeance  fhaft  fell  on  them,  than  on  the  moft  notorious  fin- 
iwn  that  never  heard  of  the  gofpel*  But  how  happy  and  encouraging  is  h,  ro 
fee  fouls  pr  effing  in  good  carueft  after  Thrift  and  falvatton  1  How  foverrign  and 
diftingtrifmng  is  the  grace  that  gives  fuch  a  happy  turn  to  their  minds  and  hearts, 
whilft  others  are  left  toperifti  in  the  way  of  their  own  chuting  f  How  dors  our 
Mefted  I^ord  rejoice  over  them  1  What  fulinefs  of  pirwe*r  has  he  in  his  hands  to 
five  them!  And  how  kind  and  compafEonate  is  he  to  fuch  of  them  as  are  weary, 
wounded,  and  troubled  m  fpirit!  How  tenderly  does  he  invite  them  to  himfdf! 
how  Tweedy  encourage  their  faith  in  him  1  how  fully  affiirr  them  of  all  felvatkm 
in  their  coming  to  him!  auid  how  pleaCmt  will  he  make  his  fervicc,  and  how 
e:ify  his  croft;  unto  them,  till  they  {hall  receive  the  crown  of  glory,  that  fades 
nut  away ! 


CHAP*  X1L 

Chrtji  t nndkates  bit  di/dplcs  plucking  and  eating  ccrn7  and  bh  <ni*/j 
healing  a  withered  bandy  on  the  jahbatb-day^  I, — 21.  His  healing 
a  poffejfed  man  that  was  dumb  and  blind7  and  anfwering  the  bla/p&e* 
mous  cavih  <jf  the  feribes  ow/Pharifees  againjl  if,  22* — 37,  His 
reply  to  their  demand  of  a  Jign  front  heave n7  38* — 45,  And  his  great 
affcBkn  to  his  di/ciples7  46, — 50* 

Paraphrase, 

/"\N  a  certain  fabbath  about  this  time,  (Ltikeyu  1. 
^  fee  the  note  there,)  Jefus  was  palling  to  or  from 
fome  fyoagogue*  with  his  difriples,  through  a  corn* 
field;  and  they  being  hungry,  took  the  liberty  which 
the  law  allowed  them,  {Dent,  rain*  25*}  to  pluck  fome 
of  the  ears ;  and  rubbing  out  the  com  with  their  haftds, 
began  to  eat  it* 

2  But  as  loon  as  the  malicious  cavilling  Pbari/ees 
obferved  this,  they  were  offended  at  it,  not  as  an  aft 
of  any  injuflicc,  but  as  a  violation  of  the  fabbath  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  traditions ;  and  they  faid  to  Jefus,  See 
what  a  Gnful  liberty  your  difciplcs  take  in  breaking  jhe 
fabbarb,  and  you  fulFcr  them  to  do  it  without  reproof. 

3,  4*  But  he  anfwered  them.  What  room  is  there  for 
obje&ing  agsinft  this  as  a  violation  of  the  fabbnth,  lince 
the  law  of  nature  requires  that  hunger  be  funded;  and 
there  are  inihmees  on  record,  which  {hew,  fhat  ritual 
circuinfbnccs,  and  much  :nurc  your  (Irainc;  iuterpre- 
rations  of  them*  are  no:  to  interfere  vrich  nsuctTiry 
%  V  work*  i 


Tut. 

AT  that  time 
Jtfiis  went 
on  ihe  ftbbalh- 
day,  through  the 
com  ;  and  bU 
dilciplu  wltc 

hundred,  and  bc- 
g id  to  pluck  the 
ears  of  tan,  and 
to  cat. 

1  fim  when  the 
Phari&ts  few  ir, 
they  fwd  onto 

Hm,  Behold,  thy 
dheip-es  do  that 
which  is  not  law¬ 
ful  to  .do  upon 
the  fab  bach ‘day. 

3  But  he  Cud 
unto  them,  Have 
«  not  read  wttt 
lJarid  did  when 
he  was  ao-bnn- 
yred ,  and  they 
c:ut  Tfccit  with 
him  1 

VO L.  I. 
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4  Ha*  heta- 
tcre.1  111  to  the 
boalcdfGoH,  and 
did  thv 
bread,  whirh  it 
v.as  uatfciwiulfar 
him  to  cm,  nei¬ 
ther  for  them 
which  were  with 
Kim,  hut  only  for 
the  pridl*  l 


5  Or  hm  ye 
not  md  in  the 
how  that  oti 
|lir  ltio(»ttwLj|v$ 
the  pmih  tit  the 
temple  profane 
the  frlifouli,  and 
trebUmdei*  ? 


6  fiat  f  fiyuti- 
fafou,  thaiiathii 
place  is  M  great¬ 
er  than  the  tern* 
pk 


y  But  if  ythad 
known  what  this 
RIQlMlh,  1  Wilt 
have  merry  and 
out  iacrificr,  ye 
would  not  have 
condemned  (he 
guJUJefc 


t  For  the  Son 
titan  is  Lord  even 
of  the  fabbah- 
day, 


works?  Have  ye  never  read  the  account  of  what  David 
and  his  company  did*  when  they  were  hungry  ?  ( i  Sam, 
xxi.  6 .}  Do  not  ye  know  that  he  went  to  the  prieft  in 
the  tabernacle,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark  jl  1 6.)  and  took 
of  the  confecrated  ihew- bread,  which  vras  mtft  h&ly  to 
Aarm  and  his  fins?  (Lev.  xxiv.  9.)  And  though  in  or¬ 
dinary  cafes,  and  without  neceffiey,  it  was  not  lawful 
for  any  hut  the  priefts  to  eat  of  that  hallowed  bread  ; 
yet  Davids  and  they  that  were  with  him*  eat  of  it  to 
refreih  thcmfelves,  ami  were  not  to  blame  ;  nor  have  ye 
ever  condemned  them  for  it.  Why  then  do  ye  find 
fault  with  my  difciples  for  doing  fo  fmall  a  thing,  as 
plucking  and  eating  a  few  cars  of  corn*  to  fotisfy  tbeir 
hunger,  on  the  fabbath-rfay? 

5  Or  have  ye  not  read  what  the  law  of  Mo/irs  itfclf 
enjoins,  with  rcfpe£l  to  fome  iervile  works  on  the  fab* 
bath-days,  as  particularly  that  then  the  piiefts  are  very 
hufy  in  killing,  flaying,  and  doing  all  things  requifite 
about  the  ficrifices  in  the  temple,  which,  by  your  way 
of  arguing,  is  profaning  tbe  fabbatb,  and  in  other  cates 
would  be  fo  ?  and  yet  they  were  not  chargeable  with  any 
fault;  nor  do  ye  pretend  to  blame  them  for  it* 

6  Now  (h)  if  their  being  employed  in  temple-femce 
juftilied  thofe  fertile  labours  on  the  fabbath-days }  my 
difciples  attendance  on  me  and  my  fervice,  wilt  much 
more  juftify  them  in  this  Idler  labour,  which  is  nccef- 
fary  to  their  fupport.  And  1  tell  you,  that  I,  whofe 
work  they  are  hereby  the  more  capable  of  performing 
on  this  fabbnth,  am  much  greater  in  dignity  and  hoji- 
nefs  than  the  temple,  as  all  the  fulncfs  of  the  Godhead 
and  the  fimfrifying  Spirit  without  meafnre  dwell  in  me. 

7  But  furthermore,  as  to  the  firft  of  thefe  inftances  ; 
if  the  law  of  charity  vindicated  David  aud  his  follow¬ 
ers,  foit  does  my  difciples:  And  had  ye  but  truly  un- 
derttood  amt  confidered  the  meaning  of  what  God  fays 

vi,  6*)  about  his  preferring  a£b  of  mercy  to  cere¬ 
monial  observances  when  they  interfere  with  one  ano¬ 
ther;  ye  would  not  have  been  fo  ready  to  reproach  and 
cenfure  my  difciples,  as  guilty  of  any  crime  by  fotisfying 
their  hunger  m  this  way,  rather  than  ftriCUy  obferving 
your  ceremonies  and  rigorous  traditions  about  the  fob- 
bath  beyond  what  God  himfdf  has  commanded. 

S  And  as  to  the  other  mftance  of  the  prieftr  ferrite 
labour;  if  the  command  of  God,  who  has  a  right  to  or¬ 
der  what  works  he  pleafes  to  be  done  on  the  fabbatb, 
acquitted  them  from  tbe  charge  of  breaking  k;  fo  my 
difciples  plucking  and  eating  a  little  com  in  my  pre- 
fence*  and  by  my  allowance,  is  a  fufficient  vindication 


Ch.  xu. 


f  Aod  when 
he  deputed, 
thcncc,  Jve  vrcut 
irrro  their  fyoa* 

10  And  be- 
hold,  there  wa*  a 
man  which  had 
his  hand  wither¬ 
ed.  And  they 
afted  him.  Jay* 
ing,  T$  k  Uwfoi 
to  heal  on  the  fab- 
bifh-dzyv :  that 
they  might  accrfe 
him. 


n  Andheftid 
unto  the co,  What 
mn  (Ml  there 
be  among  yea* 
that  dull  JuTeone 
fheep,  and  if  it 
fall  into  a  pit  on 
the  {abbatb-day, 
ttill  be  not  by 
hold  on  k»  and 
hft  k  out  ? 

ii  How  much 
then  is  a  man  bet¬ 
ter  than  a  IHeep  ? 
wherefore  it  U 
lawful  La  do  well 
oa  lb*  bbbuh* 
d»y%. 

13  Then  fkiih 
he  to  the  nun, 
Sirerdi  fifth 
Thtae  hand  i  and 
he  ftretthed  i> 
forth;  aqdifwv* 
rdhwxd  whole  , 
like  as  the  other. 
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of  them :  For  the  Meffiah  has  a  divine  right)  as  Lord  of 
the  fabbath,  hi  order  what  he  judges  mod  proper  to  be 
done,  in  fubfervience  to  hi?  honour,  and  to  his  dilciples 
good,  relating  to  the  fabbath-day  f. 

9  Chrifi  having  thus  confuted  the  Phartfeet ,  went  his 
way;  and  on  another  fabbath,  { Luke  vi.  6.)  he,  accor¬ 
ding  to  his  cuftom,  repaired  to  one  of  their  fynagogues. 

ic  And  obferve,  a  remarkable  occalion  offered  for 
his  farther  afterring,  and  confirming  by  a  miiade,  the 
dodrine  he  had  taught  in  the  fields  concerning  the  fab- 
bath.  There  was  a  man  in  the  fynagogue  whofe  .right 
hand  was  withered,  Qirunk,  and  dried  up,  fo  that  it 
was  entirely  ufelefs;  And  as  he  was  a  poor  miferable 
object  ji,  the  Pbarifees  fufpefted  that  Chrift  would  cure 
him ;  and  therefore  afkcd  him,'  'Whether  he  thought  it 
lawful  to  heat  any  tine  on  a  fabbath -day  ?  that  tf  be 
ftlould  fay  it  was,  they  might  accufe  him  of  breaking 
the  fabbath,  and  pretend  that  he  deferved  to  die  for  it; 
or  if  he  fhould  be  filent,  or  fhould  fay  it  was  not  law¬ 
ful,  they  might  accufe  him  of  inconfiftency,  becaufe  of 
what  he  had  faid  in  the  fields. 

1 1  But  (J«)  Jefus,  knowing  their  delign,  laid  ulito 
them,  Suppose  any  of  you  had  hut  one  fheep,  and  it 
fhould  fall  into  a  pit,  or  into  any  other  danger  of  {offer¬ 
ing  great  mifehief,  or  of  lofing  its  life  for  want  of  help; 
which  of  you  would  not  do  what  ye  conld  to  get  it  out, 
though  it  were  on  the  fabbath-day  ? 

12  Of  how  much  more  value  then  is  a  man,  anti  his 
life  of  a  hand  that  is  neceflary  to  his  livelihood  and 
comfort,  than  a  mere  animal  ?  If  therefore  it  is  lawful 
to  fhew  mercy  to  a  fheep,  it  muft  certainly  be  an  a&  of 
much  greater  charity  to  relieve  a  poor  helplefs  man  ;  and 
it  cannot  but  be  warrantable  to  do  fuch  an  of  goodnefs 
and  compaflion  on  the  fabbath-day. 

13  Thereupon  he,  with  fbvereign  authority,  com¬ 
manded  the  man  to  ftretch  outfits  hand;  and  fuch  heal¬ 
ing  power  went  forth  with  the  word,  thar  its  flrength 
and  vigour  were  immediately  reftoicd,  fo  that  it  was  as 
pofedly  found  and  well  as  tne  other. 

Fa  id  Tho* 

vf  o  t  b  s. 


}-  Chrift  is  that  Lord  of  the  fehbath,  who 
ictucrl  it  at  firft  in  tbc  due  of  innoccncy, 
uid  ikxtffil  the  indliution  «t  mount  JTfW  ; 
md  therefore  mod  fim  an  original  right  ttf 
bimfdf  to  make  rfhat  circuaiffantidl  altcni- 
rirtfis  he  pLeiicf  about  it :  And  as,  agreeable 
fo  the  nature  an*!  Jriigct  of  ihtipfptl-difpcn* 
Ultra,  he  has  only  it  fnwn  the  fc- 

Temb  co  the  firlt  d-jv  rsf  the  wrekj  ?nd  has 
only  allowed  of  woik*  of  nccdTiiy  and  mer¬ 
cy,  and  inch  reSaic  to  icligutt*  town, 


to  be  done  on  the  fabbath-dat*  all  other  obli¬ 
gations  nf  a  fabbath  ftmain  in  forte;  uid if 
he  did  not  delign  the  continuance  of  a  fab¬ 
bath  under  the  gofpel-fla:e,  it  can  hardly  be 
ibppofed  that  he  would  I'rtf  taken  fft  ir.ueh 
cm  to  explain  and  fettle  the  law  conmrnng 
if*  as  he  does  here,  and  in  the  following  ver- 
fei,  and  at  other  time** 

i|  He  probably  utoJ  to  get  his  bread  by  rj;e 
luU  ur  of  his  hands.  Set  the  note  on  Is'u 
K:.  p. 
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Then  the 
PivfsJ>ts  M-rflt 
Ltid  hrM  i 
council 

Sim,  fcnv  *litv 
nrght  deftt^y 

r*  Cut  vlien 
knew  rft  he 
withdrew  himlelf 
from  rhtneo? and 
jpeai  multituiks 
foJltnved  him  % 
und  hit  hcilcd 
thorn  ell, 

id  And  char¬ 
ged  them  that 
tJirv  ihotild  net 
makcJtimkikwn: 


i*  Th;t  -t 
r*:  jhl  he  Tull  mod 
which  tvc^ff^hcn 
hy  Ffaia'thcprO' 
j)hctT  faying, 

t9  HtW^mv 
firvant  whom  1 
have -elm fcn,  my 
btJovftitln  whom 
my  fotil  is  mill 
plea  CM  :  I  will 
put  my  fpirit  usv 
nn  hir),  hik!  JiC 
Iriall  ft*rw  judg¬ 
ment  to  the  Gen¬ 
tile*. 

1$  Hcftdlnfit 
It  ru  e,  ror  try  ; 
tirjher  Jhall  my 
man  hrarhis  voice 
in  the  (tree 1 5. 

to  A  hruifed 
Teed  inulllie  not 
bteak,  and.  flun¬ 
king  (lux  IfraH  he 
not  quench,  fill 
he  fend  forth 
judgment  unto 
TiUoiy- 


il  And  in  his 
name  thuil  the 
Gentile*  ttuft. 


14  Though  this  was  fo  evident  and  merciful  a  mira¬ 
cle,  and  done  without  any  labour,  by  only  fpeaking  a 
word  i  yet  the  Phurijeei  were  to  enraged  at  Chrift  for  it, 
that  they  confulted  together  how  they  might  proceed  a- 
gaiuft  him  to  take  away  his  life. 

15  But  Jefiui,  knowing  their  malicious  contrivances, 
and  that  it  was  not  yet  time  for  him  to  fuffer  himfelf  to 
fall  into  their  hands,  retired  from  them ;  and  great  mul¬ 
titudes,  underlbnding  whither  he  was  gone,  went  af¬ 
ter  him,  and  he  healed  as  many  of  them  as  were  fick  of 
any  difeafes. 

1 6  And  that  be  might  not  fliil  further  unfcafonably 
provoke  the  tage  and  rnvy  of  the  Phariftes ,  but  might 
go  on  peaceably  with  his  work,  he  commanded  the  peo¬ 
ple  not  to  tell  his  enemies  of  thefe  miracles,  nor  to  ac-. 
quaint  them  where  he  was. 

1 7  And  this  he  did,  that  tbc  prophecy  of  1/aiah  might 
Ire  fulfilled,  where  God  the  Father  fays  to  the  church, 
{l/a.  xlii.  !■} 

r8  Obferve  my  fervant  the  Mefliah,  whom  I  have 
chofcn  to  that  office  as  the  .only  fit  pe.rion  for  it,  my 
beloved  Son,  in  whom,  and  in  whofe  work,  I  am 
highly  delighted  :  I  will  anoint  him  with  my  Spirit  a- 
bove  meafure  ;  and  he  fhall  preach  the  gofpel,  to  the 
reformation  of  the  Gentiiesy  as  well  as  Jrutt,  firft  in 
his  own  perfonal  miniftry,  and  afterwards  Hill  more  a- 
bundantly  in  that  of  his  apoflles. 

ip  In  his  management  of  this  work,  his  kingdom 
fhall  not  come  with  obfervation.:  He  {halt  nor  behave 
in  a  pompous  or  noify  manner,  or  with  contention  and 
tumult,  like  one  that  is. clamorous  or  loves  to  make  a 
buftle  in  the  world  ;  but  with  gendenefs  and  meekneis, 
condcfceulion,  tendernefs,  and  compaffion. 

20  Such  as  are  weak  in  grace,  and  wounded  m  fpi- 
rit,  like  a  bruifed  reed,  he  will  notcrufh,  hut  ftrength- 
en  and  hind  up;  and  where  there  b-but  little  light, 
life,  and  fervour,  and  this  attended  with  fad  remain¬ 
ders  of  oftenfive  infirmities,  and  juft  ready  to  expire, 
like  the  fmoking  wick  of  a  candle,  he  will  not  extin- 
guifli,  but  cherHh  and  kindle  it  into  a  facred  Same, 
till  the  leaf!  beginnings  of  his  renewing  work  of  grace 
in  the  foul  fhall  overcome  all  defefts  and  dangers,  and 
be  perfeft  in  glory.  And  the  like  will  he  dp  by  the 
fmalleft  beginnings  of  his  work.  jp  the  world*  til!  hy 
means  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  it  fhall 
prevail  again  ft  all  oppofition  : 

21  And  when  his  name  comes  to  be  made  known, 
by  the  miniftry  of  [be  word,  among  the  G'catiits ;  even 

they 
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XI  Hm 
brought  tmtohlm 
one  piiftlW  with 
%  detfl,  blind  tod 
dumb  ;  ind  he 
heated  him,  tafo* 
mufh  that  tbc 
Iliad  and  dumb 
both  jpke  and 
fjv, 

43  Aaddkhe 
people  were  sou* 
;cJT  and  laid.  Is 
nor  this  the  Son 
of  David  l 

But  when 
the  PbarilcEs 
heard  */t(1wyDidt 
This/r/^j  doth 
not  call  out  d<> 
vili,  hut  by  Bed- 
x?bub  the  prince 
cf  the  devils. 


if  And  Je* 
fas  knew  Uidr 
thoughts, and  laid 
unto  them,  Eve* 
ry  kingdom  di¬ 
vided  -E^itill  li¬ 
ft:;,  ii  brought 
to 

tfvmvity  <vr  houii 
divided  again!!  it- 
frlf ,  thill  not 
(Uoii; 


%6  And  if  Sa- 
tan  call  out  Sa¬ 
tan,  h,’  is  divi¬ 
ded  j'tainfl  him* 
ftlf ;  ho*  flu U 
thru  his  kingdom 
thud  * 


x*  And  if  I  by 
JktLicbubciA  out 
dc- 
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they  (hall  be  brought  to  believe  in  him*  and  depend 
upon  him  for  falvation* 

M  After  this*  (he  being  in  a  houfc,  chap.  xiii.  i.) 
a  certain  pcrfon,  who  wait  under  the  power  and  poflbf* 
fion  of  the  devil,  and  thereby  deprived  of  his  light  and 
fpeecb,  was  brought  to  Jefus  to  have  compallioiV  upon 
him  j  and  he  inftantly  delivered  him  from  tr.is  pofTdTIon 
and  its  difmal  effects  $  lb  that  lie,  who  had  been  blind 
and  dumb}  recovered  the  ufe  both  of  his  eyes  and 
tongue. 

13  And  the  miraculous  power,  by  which  our  bleffed 
Lord  did  this,  was  fo  manifeit  ami  extraordinary,  that 
all  the  people  were  exceedingly  afloniflied  at  it,  and 
faid.  Certainly  this  is  the  promifed  Mcfliah  tliat  was  to 
defeend  from  foavid*  Who  can  think  otherwife  of  him? 

24  But  when  the  Pharifics^  his  inveterate  enemies, 
beard  how  the  people  were  affc£led  at  the  miracle  v 
and  how  confidently  they  exprefled  their  faith  in  him, 
as  the  Mefliah,  on  that  account ;  they  were  enraged  in 
their  own  mimls,  and  blafphe  moult  y  faid.  Though  we 
cannot  deny  but  that  (^c)  this  forry  fellow  cults  out 
devils ;  yet  he  certainly  does  it  not  hy  any  divine  power* 
but  by  a  confederacy  with  Rdcizebab  their  chief,  who, 
to  delude  the  people,  concurs  with  him,  and  commands 
the  lcffer  devils  to  retire  at  his  word. 

25  lint  Jeftis  knowing  the  maliciouftiefr  of  their 
hearts  in  fuggefting  this,  expoftuLited  vrirh  them,  fay* 
big,  flow  perverfe  and  moonfiftent  is  your  way  of  rca~ 
foning!  Your  argument  dcitroys  jtfclf;  for  in  all  lb- 
clerics,  whether  kingdoms,  cirics,  or  families,  the  chiefs 
that  fet  themfelves  again  it  rhe  common  imcrelt  of  the 
community,  and  the  inferiors  that  act  under  them,  di- 
refUy  oppulite  to  the  known  itrengih  and  advantage  of 
the  whole,  do  in  effect  divide  rhe  body  agauiU  itfelf, 
and  muff  in  courfe  unavoidably  bring  it  to  utter  ruin. 
It  can  never  fubffft  long,  much  left  gain  any  ground, 
by  fuch  deftru&ive  methods  as  thefe. 

z6  And  if  one  devil  cafts  out  another,  to  the  weak¬ 
ening  of  their  common  ciufc  among  men,  and  to  the 
confirmation  of  my  do&riue  of  hoiinefs  that  lies  di¬ 
rectly  oppofite  to  nil  their  intcrcfls  and  defigns  my  what 
is  this,  out  the  powers  of  heli  going  into  a  con  duel  that 
effectually  fplits,  inftead  of  uniting,  their  ftrength  ? 
And  in  that  cafe,  how  cuu  the  kingdom  of  darknefs 
Band  ?  "JTic  devil  is  not  fo  wtjk  a  politician  as  to  en¬ 
ter  into  fuch  pernicious  m  eafures  again  It  himfelf. 

27  Bcfidcs,  if  ye  prcretul  that  the  exercifc  of  my 
power  ever  devils,  to  call  them  out,  is  in  combination 

i;  3  with 
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devils,  by  whom 
do  your  children 
(aft  the nt  oat  3 
therefore  che^ 

frail  be  yowjud* 

s*- 


*S  Bat  if  loft 
WU  fieri  Is  by  die 
Spirit  of  Cod* 
then  the  kingdom 
Ot  God  is  oqaie 
unto  you* 


with  Beelzebub  their  prince,  Fray  what  will  you  fay  to 
your  own  approved  countrymen  and  difciples,  who 
have  fometimes  undertaken  to  call  them  oat  t  ?  Is  it  by 
the  power  of  the  devil  that  they  do  it?  Ye  will  not  fay 
this  of  them,  nor  did  ye  ever  prefnmeto  charge  it  upcq 
them.  They  therefore  fhall  be  witneffes  of  the  divine 
power  by  which  I  call  out  devils,  and  fhall  rife  up  iq 
judgment  againft  you  for  the  partiality  and  injuftice  of 
your  blafphcmous  accuftuon  of  me. 

'  28  And  if  it  be  apparent  beyond  all  reafonablc  con¬ 
tradiction,  that  I  do  thefe  things  againft  the  imereti  of 
Satan,  in  a  divine  manner  by  the  power  of  .God's  fpi* 
rit  X  •,  it  is  then  evident  that  I  am  come,  with  fbve- 
reign  authority,  to  dellroy  the  work  of  the  devil,  and 
to  fet  up  a  fpiritual,  merciful,  and  holy  kingdom  a- 


ip  Qrelfe.how 
can  «uc  enter  in- 
ftt  a  ftrong  man's 
hqufi,  and  fpoil 
hts  goods,  except 
he  firfl  hind  the 
ftion*  man  ?  and 
then  lie  will  fpoil 

hu  hoefe* 


mong  you* 

3p  Other*  ife,  how  is  it  pothble  that  I  fhoutd  be 
able,  at  this  fuperior  and  irrcfiftible  rate,  to  call  out 
Satan  from  his  pofleflioi)  of  mens  bodies,  as  well  as 
from  his  dominion  over  their  fouls  t  For  how  can  any 
one  make  a  forcible  entry,  and  difpoflefs  a  ftrong  man 
of  his  boufe  and  goods,  unlefs  he  firft  mailers  him  by 
a  greater  power  I  Then  indeed  be  will  take  poffeffion 
for  himfelf,  and  turn  all  to  his  own  ufe;  but  other  wife 
he  cannot. 


He  that  ii 
nut  with  me,  U 
againft  me;  and 
hr  that  gat  be  re  Eh 
*ot  with  me, 
temh  abroad. 


31  Where  Ibcr 
7  fry  unto  you* 
Alt  manner <ff  fin 
and  bhlphttny 
Hull  be  forgiven 
unto 


30  And  as  I  fo  evidently  a Gt  againft  all  the  might 
and  interefts  of  Satan,  it  can  never  be  thought  that  he 
is  with  me,  but  mud  be  againft  me ;  and  whofoever  he 
be  that  fhall  not  own  and  fide  with  me,  in  my  oppoti- 
tioo  to  him,  aud  in  my  work  of  gathering  tinners  out  of 
his  kingdom  into  my  own,  be  fhall  likcwife  be  looked 
upon  as  an  enemy  to  me,  and  as  injurious  to  the  inte¬ 
refts  of  my  kingdom. 

3 1  Therefore,  on  occafion  of  what  has  cow  parted, 
I  tell  you,  for  your  caution  againft  one  mod  horrid  fin 
which  fonie  of  you  are  ip  great  danger  of,  that  all  forts 
of  other  crimes,  and  even  blafphemjes,  however  heinous 
in  their  circiynftaqces  and  aggravations,  are  pardon¬ 
able. 


notes. 

f  Chrifl  here  ferns  to  refer  the  Jtvnjh  ex-  rately  from  each  other*  thslr  nature  being 
fireifts  in  il^Hi  diyV  who,  a$  indent  ^ricen  the  time ;  and  as  Guilt  wji  itk«rifc  mao, 
allure  us,  fometimes  tiled  to  oft  out  devils  and  umc,  as  the  Mefluh,  in  his  Father's 
by  invoktug  cbe  name  <\£  the  God  qf  Akra-  name ;  ti  was  proper  that  the  agency  of  the 
bamt  Tfiact  and  Jonh ;  Or  perhaps  1m  re*  Holy  Ghqft  lboutd  be  foaietimcs  taken 
(erred  to  fudi  as  caft  out  devils  m  bis  name,  ticeof  in  bis  minculotu  sfls,  to  lh*w  tint  the 
but  did  not  pybltdy  own  ur  follow  him  j  Father  owned  Mm  in  the  execution  of  hisof- 
jMffrfc  ix.  fiee;  if  wyft  as  that  it  other  times  he  fonitd 

t  Though  Chrift  had  ail  power  in  hirofrlf,  behave  u  afting  by  his  own  power,  as  be 
a$  Cod,  for  the  performance  of  his  miracle* ;  molt  commonly  did,  lu  like*  that  he  had  it 
yet  u  none  of  the  divine  Fexlbnfr  aft  lepa*  in  hiirftlf* 

.  f  tlh 
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urto  men  ;  but 
the  lihfphcmy  av 
j \iUJ  die  H(/fj 
<;hdl  lhall  not 
he  f-if^VCO  DOIO 


Jir  And  who- 
foever  fpcaktf  b  a 
vnf:t  agiinft  the 
Hon  of  mao,  h 
Hull  be  forgiven 
him:  bet wWo- 
ever  fpeaketh  a* 

fMinft  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  itfiuUaut 
Lc  fwgivoi  him^ 
neither  in  tbU 
wirld,  nekhrria 
cbcie:r/dti>L&uit. 


33  Efthermikc 
t  he  tree  good,  and 
his  fruit  good; 
or  elfc  make  the 
tut  cut  nipt,  aod 
hta  fruti  corrupt : 
tar  the  tree  is 
ki.owc  by  Aij 
fruit. 


U  0  genera- 
t!ou  of  vIjkts, 
how  ran  ye,  bri&g 
evil,  fpeak  good 
iMngs  ?  Cor  out 
o i  the  ahuncUnce 
of  the  h^art  the 
month  fpcukcih* 
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able,  anil  lhall  be  forgiven  to  every  penitent  believer: 
But  in  the  approaching  difpenfation  of  the  Holy  Spirits 
in  which  bis  miraculous  operations  anil  illuminations 
will  appear  with  ftill  more  ihining  evidence,  a  malici¬ 
ous  jj  fpeaking  agninft  him  then  as  if  he  were  au  o  il 
fpirir,  or  au  aferihing  his  wonderful  gifts  and  operati¬ 
ons  to  the  devil,  is  fuch  a  htafphcmy  as  Hull  never  ad* 
mic  of  forgivenels  j  lince  this  will  he  ohlHnately  finning 
againll  the  la/t  and  higheft  difpenfation  of  grace  by 
which  it  can  he  poflible  for  any  to  be  recovered  or 
brought  to  faith  and  repentance. 

32  And  I  tell  you,  that  whofoever,  through  igno¬ 
rance,  and  preconceived  prejudices  about  the  temporal 
grandeur  of  the  Mefliah,  fpeaks  blafphemoufly  againll 
me  on  account  of  the  mtrannefs  of  my  appeal  ance  as  the 
Son  of  man,  fuch  an  one  may  afterwards,  by  the  pow¬ 
er  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  brought  to  conviction,  faith 
and  repentance,  and  lb  obtain  forgivettefs  of  that  fin  1 
But  whofoever  lhall  malicioufly  and  dcfiguedly  revile  the 
Spirit  of  God,  in  his  molt  figm!  and  evident  gifts  and 
operations,  by  which  he  will  hereafter  bear  witneGs  to 
me,  and  which  will  be  the  lalt  means  of  conviction  and 
recovery,  he  mult  be  inevitably  (hut  up  in  impenitence 
and  unbelief,  and  fo  IhaJl  not  obtain  forgivenefs,  either 
in  this  world,  or  in  the  day  of  judgmenr, 

33  As  to  you,  the  Pharifees ,  that  have  fpoken  bitter 
things  again!!  me,  whatever  pretences  ye  make  to  fanc- 
tity,  it  is  evident  that  your  hearts  are  full  of  malicious 
wickcdtiefs :  For  a  man's  heart  is  to  be  judged  of  by  his 
words  and  actions,  as  a  tree  is  by  its  fruit,  which  is  ci¬ 
ther  good  or  bad  according  to  the  nature  of  the  tree; 
Either  therefore  leave  oif  your  blafphcmies ;  or  clfe 
make  no  further  pretences  to  religion  and  holm  els,  that 
ye  may  be  confident  with  yourfdres. 

34  Whatever  others  may  think  of  you,  I  know  you 
to  be  the  feed  of  the  old  ierpent,  a  wicked  and  malig¬ 
nant  generation  of  men:  How  can  ye  then,  while  ye 
continue  to  be  linful  in  your  governing  principles  and 
tempers,  fpcak  any  thing  that  is  really  good,  or  that  is 
not  one  way  or  other  bad  ?  For  that  which  molt  Alls 
and  reigns  in  the  heart,  will  naturally  make  its  way  and 
dilcovcr  irfelf  hy  the  lips. 

F  4  35  A 

N  O  T  E. 
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fpuken  ttf  .\fdrk  tit.  iS.  and  Lxi,  xif.  to.  in 
the  future  ten  ft,  and  jo  retain)  not  to  what 
uai  already,  but  (honld  after ufttrdj  be  done, 
tonfn]iKM  to  the  eilufion  of  the  Spirit;  anil 
vhat  the  Pbarifrts  had  laid  about  Chrifl’s 
filling  gut  devils  by  wa a  u  d;« 


rerlly  btafpherninjji  lumfrlf  the  Spirit;  and 
yri  he  tpeiifcfr  of  htafplirmy  ugaijifl  him  kit’ 
aj  a  f:n  tlut  Aiontrl  be  forgiven,  set.  311.* 
and  ^Uruiird?  urc^fhnl  toY  and  prayed  f«r, 
tUete  btafj  »i- mi tv s y  Lr- h  x  kiu.  34.  See 
if  l  ftoutv  *r*ftsSi!la  H 
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3S  a  gcoduau  A  truly  good  man,  on  one  hand^  has  a  rich  trea- 

tiejiUrt^oi  ^the  ^'rc  8racc  aild  holmefs  in  hi?  heart,  and  it  will  vent 
jicirr ,  brin^-th  and  difcorer  icfelf  by  his  uttering  things  that  are  good  to 
the  ufr  of  edifying)  (Epb.  iv*  29-};  and  a  wicked  unre¬ 
al1  of  The  "evil  ficncrate  man,  on  the  other,  has  a  (ource  of  all  iniquity 
irttfurt,  bHii^h  perpetually  bubbling  up  in  his  bean,  and  it  will  break 
forth  evil  thing*,  out  and  appear  in  the  corrupt  communication  that  pro¬ 
ceeds  out  of  his  mouth* 

But  1  &y  36  And  (it)  how  light  (oever  ye  may  think  of  your 
eJ  words,  as  if  they  were  of  little  moment  in  God’s  ac- 
that  mvii  Hull  count;  nay,  though  ye  may  be  apt  to  fay.  Our  ups  are 
they  ihall  our  ovjjiy  mho  is  Lord  over  us?  (P£aL  jtit* 4.) ;  I  tell 
Ka-cofbXTy  Xou*  that  not  only  mens  fcdfe,  blafphemous,  and  revi- 
of  judgment.  ling  words,  but  evert  all  their  vain,  trifling,  and  unpro¬ 

fitable  talk,  fhall  be  exactly  feminized,  and  brought 
to  a  reckoning  in  the  day  of  judgment- 

37  For  by  thy  37  For  your  words,  a$  well  as  actions,  (hall  be  pro- 
duced  in  evidence  for  or  again  ft  you,  to  prove  whether 
liytbrwontstbnu  you  are  a  faint  or  a  Tinner,  a  true  believer  or  not ;  and 
Ault  be  eondtm-  according  to  their  evidence,  you  (hall  be  either  public- 
ly  acquitted,  or  condemned,  in  the  great  day. 

3ti  Then  «r-  38  Then  fome  of  the  lawyers  and  Pbariftes  turned 

■net pfthe  Fhiri-  uPon  him,  and  faid,  Mailer,  after  all  that  you  have 
fos  uifwcTtd ,  flight  and  done,  we  are  not  fatisfied  about  your  being 
frying  Mjfter ,  the  Chrift :  We  therefore  delire  you  to  Ihew  us  fome 
fipuZwnthet  *  miracul°u8  lign  from  heaven,  {Luke  xi.  16,)  to  prove 
that  you  really  have  a  divine  com  midi  on,  and  that 
God  himfelf^owns  you  \  or  elfe  we  (hall  not  believe  in 
you. 

59  ""  39  But  as1  this  was  a  humorous,  fuperfluous,  and  un- 

unS^httu,  An* el  realouabk  demand,  he  anfwering  them  faid.  None  but 
vil  jn4  Klcltcruui  a  perverfe  and  degenerate  fet  of  men,  that  have  call  off 
generation  £<k-  God’s  covenant,  and  apoftatized  from  the  faitb  and  o- 
To<i  ih«v  Saif  no  lienee  of  their  father  dbraham,  could  have  required 
be  civen  to  any  other  (btt  of  fign  to  fatisfy  them,  than  they  have  al- 
rfth0*1  Va*  Ci£n  ready  feen,  in  the  numerous,  great,  and  merciful  mi¬ 
nis  J°"  racles  I  have  wrought  among  them,  to  confirm  my  cha¬ 

racter  and  my  holy  do&rinc  :  And  no  other  fort  of  mi¬ 
raculous  fign,  different  from  thofe  that  I  have  already 
wrought,  lhaU  be  given  them  for  this  pur  pole  j  except 
one,  which  was  prefigured  by  the  prophet  Jjmasf  in 
what  befel  him  for  the  convi&ion  of  the  NituviU sr,  and 
which  of  itfclf  wiU  be  fuch  an  unanfwerable  demonflra- 
tion  of  my  divine  authority  and  power,  as  will  leave  e- 
very  one  rhat  rejects  it  without  excufe. 

4=  For  1*  Jo-  4°  For  as  Janas  came  alive  out  of  the  great  filh’s 
mswafthi-ecOjjrs  belly,  when  he  had  been  buried  there  three  days  and 
three  night8  in  the  depth  of  the  fca,  which  was  a  proof 
h ;  - 
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Ijr  ;  fo  iWR  die 
Ron  of  nw  be  . 
three  days  ind 
three  liighfi  1i 
the  halt  ef  the 
eutk  . 

4,1  ITiemenof 
Nineveh  flwU  life 
in  judgment  with 
thi*  grncurion  > 
und  foalkondcmn 
ir :  bccaufc  lh*y 
repented  at  the 
preaching  of  Jo- 
ius:  inuhclioid, 
at  grtatcr  thaojo-* 
iw*sf  herc* 


*» 

of  bis  being  a  piophet  -fent  from  God  to  the  fchicviien 
So  If  the  Son  of  mao*  fhali  rife  again  to  life,  when  t 
{hall  have  been  put' to  death,  and'  been  buried  f  three 
days  and  three  nights  in  thq  grave,  to  prove  that  1  am 
the  MefEah. 

41  If,  upon  this  further  evidence,  I  {hall  be  ftill  rc- 
jefted  through  unbelief,  the  Ninevites,  compared  with 
the  perverfe  people  of  thefe  days,  will  rife  in  judgment, 
like  witftefles  for' God  that  they  deferve  to  he  condemn* 
ed  as  incorrigible  infidels :  For  they  believed  and  beat  k- 
ened  to  Jonas,  as  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  j  and  were  fo 
affeftfcd  at  his  preaching,  that  they  went  Into  a  folcran 
humiliation  and  repentance,  covering  themfelvcs  with 
fackloth  and  afhes.  They  were  fo  convinced  by  his 
meflage,  as  to  do  all  this,  though  he  was  but  an  ordi¬ 
nary  prophet,  and  continued  with  them  but  a  little 
while  *,  and  though  there  was  no  other  miracle,  than  that 
which  was  wrought  for  and  upon  him,  and  not  by  him, 
and  which  they  could  only  have  the  report  of,  to  con* 
firm  his  meffageto  them :  And  obferve  it.  One  in  com* 
panlbly  greater  than  Jonah,  even  the  lYkiliah  himfelf, 
who  conics  with  evident  characters  01  divinity,  is  now 
among-  you,  and  is  often' peaching  with  ail  plaihneft 
add  authority,  and  continuing  to  preach  to  you,  as  ma¬ 
ny  yean,  as  Jonas  did  days  to  them ;  he  likewife  baa 
confirmed  his  d  oil  line  with  a  multitude  of  fignal  mint 
cles  before  your  own  eyes,  and  at  lall  will  conclude 
-  them  with  his  refurreftion  from  the  dead  :  If  therefore, 
after  all  this,  ye  fhali  Hill  continue  in  impenitence  and 
unbelief,  how  aggravated  wiil  your  guilt  and  puniih- 
ment  be  in  the  great  day ! 

43  The  queen  of  Sheba  in  Arabia ,  (which  lay  fouth 
of  Jertifalem,)  being  likewife  compared  with  the  people 
of  this  obftinate  age,  will  rife  up  as  a  witnefs  for  God, 
that  their  condemnation  is.  jufl :  For,  upon  her  only 
hearing  a  report  of  Solomon's  great  wifdom  in  a  very  di- 
«wmoitIU^rM  *****  Wuntry,  bordering  on  the  ocean,  {he,  though  a 
perfon  of  great  (late,  and  of  the  tender  (ex,  took  a  fa¬ 
tiguing  long  journey  to  fee  and  hear  it  hcrfelf;  and  ha¬ 
ving  been  f  avoured  with  fome  proof's  of  it,  fhe  readily 
owned  and  admired  it:  And  pray  obferve,  One  incom¬ 
parably  greater  than  Solomon,  even  the  Medial)  liimfcH, 
who  is  the  Wifdom  of  God,  and  teaches  wifdom  to  Sal¬ 
vation,  is  preaching  daily  among  you  in  your  lyim- 

gogucs 

NOTE. 


41  Th«  quern 
«f  (hr  touth  Qnll 
file  up  in  tlujudg- 
mrutiritJithugr- 
r.rnriar,  andthaJl 
condemn  it :  far 
ihrcuoe  from  the 


of  liie  earth  to 
fu.ir  liic  irittlum 

at*  MilaiTH'ii ;  .Jli 
htfcoU,  a  grrilt-r 
thin  Salomon 
here. 
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43  When  the 
unclean  fjfirit  i* 
goncmilofafnii), 
be  wilketh  thru* 
dry  phccs*  £ck- 
iog  mil,  and  find* 
cth  none. 

44  Then  he 
filth,  I  will  re* 
turn  Into  my 
feonft  from 
whence  I  came 
ml ;  and  when 
he  is  come,  he 
ftndcth  tt  empfyy 
fvftpt,  and  gar- 
tiihcd. 

45  Then  gonh 
he,  and  taketh 
with  hirofelf  fc- 
wd  other  {pints 
pi  ore wicked  than 
hirnfdf,  and  they 
enter  mind  dwell 
there  *  and  the 
hft  ftatc  of  that 
fvun  isworlethan 
the  fir ft.  Even  fo 
fball  U  be  alfo  un¬ 
to  this  wicked 
generation  „ 


44  ’WTsilc  he 
yer  Miked  to  the 
people,  behold, 
his 
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gogues  and  other  places;  and  if,  after  all,  ye  defpife 
this  wifdom,  and  will  not  come  to  him  that  ye  may  have 
li/e,  (John  v.  40.)  how  great  and  how  righteous  will  be 
your  condemnation ! 

43,  44*  mid  45.  The  cafe  of  this  people  ts  Hte  that 
of  one  poffeffed  with  the  devil,  who  delights  in  nothing 
but  wickcdoefs  and  mifehief:  When  this  evil  fpirit  is 
cad  out  of  a  man,  be,  like  a  melancholy  difappointed 
creature,  wanders  about  in  places  where  he  may  proba¬ 
bly  meet  with  leaf!  difhirbance;  there  he  fecks  after  ano¬ 
ther  fettlement,  but  cannot  find  it.  Then  he  thinks 
with  himfelf,  I  will  go  and  try  whether  I  cannot  reco¬ 
ver  pofleflion  of  the  fame  man  again;  and  upon  his  re¬ 
turning  to  make  the  experiment,  he  finds  there  is  no¬ 
thing  to  oppofe  him,  but  every  thing  more  ready  to  en¬ 
tertain  him  than  before.  Upon  this,  he  enters  again 
with  feveral  other  ftill  more  malignant  devils  than  him¬ 
felf  ;  and  they  unitedly  fix  their  abode  in  this  man,  and 
fo  make  his  condition  abundantly  worfe  than  it  ever  was 
before.  Juft  fo  the  dreadful  condition  of  this  impeni¬ 
tent  unbelieving  people  fhall  be:  I  have  often  baffled 
Satan  among  them ;  the  light  and  power  of  my  gufpel 
have,  in  various  inilances,  been  too  hard  for  him;  and 
there  have  been  fome  convictions  and  ftirrings  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  that  have  diAurhed  and  threatened 
his  intereft  in  them ;  and  all  together  have  made  him 
afraid,  left,  by  further  purfuing  his  vile  defigns  againft 
the  Jews,  he  fhould  provoke  me  utterly  to  deftroy  him. 
Hereupon,  in  the  great  vexation  of  his  mind,  lie  retires 
to  the  Gentile  world,  hoping  to  meet  with  a  hotter  re¬ 
ception  there.  But  thither  my  gofpel  fhall  follow  him 
with  much  greater  energy  and  fuccefs,  in  turning  innu¬ 
merable  multitudes  from  idols  to  ferve  the  living  and 
true  God;  fo  that  he  will  be  abundantly  more  harraf- 
fed  and  defeated  there,  than  he  was  among  the  Jcwi, 
Upon  this,  he  will  return,  and  try  this  people  again; 
And  finding  that  their  convictions  hare  not  prevailed 
upon  them  to  admit  me  into  their  hearts ;  and  that,  a- 
midft  all  their  pretences  to  purity  and  religion,  they  are 
ftill  deftitute  of  my  grace,  and  are  more  ready  to  refign 
up  to  him  than  before ;  he  will  come  with  greater  power 
and  fill  them  with  more  obftinate  hardnefs  of  heart  than 
ever,  till  their  wickcdoefs  and  their  ruin  (hall  be  paft 
remedy. 

46  "While  he  was  difcourfing  in  this  manner  to  the 
people,  behold,  a  proper  opportunity  offered  for  difeo- 
vering  a  mod  affectionate  lave  to  his  difciples.  Mary 

hh; 
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hi$  madia  tod  hia  mother,  and  t  fome  of  his  nearcft  kinfmen,  came 
to  the  houfe  where  he  was  preaching  ;  and,  not  being 
able  to  get  in  becaufe  of  the  crowd,  they  defired  he 
might  be  told  that  they  wanted  to  fpeak  with  him. 

47  According  to  their  requeft,  one  of  the  company 
immediately  acquainted  hint  that  his  mother,  and  fome 
of  his  near  kindred  who  were  called  his  brethren,  wait¬ 
ed  abroad  to  fpeak  with  him. 

48  But  he  replied,  faying  to  the  perfon  that  informed 
him  of  it.  What  authority  have  any  earthly  relations  to 
call  me  oil  from  my  Father's  bufinels  ?  and  whom  do  you 
fuppofe  that  I  account  to  be  my  dcarefl.  kindred,  even  as 
my  mother,  and  my  brethren? 

49  And  while  he  fpake  theft  words,  he  pointing  with 
his  hand  toward  his  difciples,  fa  id.  Behold  the  dearob- 

5e£ts  of  my  affeftion !  thefe  are  they  whom  I  have  ta- 
ten  into  peculiar  relation  to  myfclf,  and  whom  I  love 
with  all  the  tendernefs  and  fervour  that  are  due  to  the 
neared  of  Icin;  and  no  refpeft  to  relatives  after  the  flclh 
can  ever  divert  me  from  purfuing  their  ialvatton.  (See 
the  note  on  /Hark  iii.  34.) 

50  For  whomever  fhall  heartily  comply  with  the  will 
of  my  heavenly  Father,  in  their  believing  obediential 
regards  to  mej  thefe  arc  the  perfons  whom  1  prefer 
to  all  earthly  relations,  and  whom  I  will  own  and  em¬ 
brace  with  all  the  kind  nets  and  love  that  a  brother,  a 
lifter,  or  a  mother,  can  cxpeQ  or  delire* 


Lisbicdutuftogd 
without}  diefiring 
tofpede  withbiip# 

47  Then  nnc 

£ud  tmto  hinif 
Behold,  thy  mo¬ 
tto  and  thy  bre¬ 
thren  ftand  with¬ 
out,  dr  firing  to 
fpeak  whh  tho% 

48  But  he  an- 
fire red,  and  fdd 
untohimtluttnld 
him.  Who  h  my 
motto?  aud  who 
inmy  brethren? 

49  And  he 
ftrecched  forth  hii 
hand  towards  his 
dilciplft ,  and 
fiidt  Behold,  my 
motto,  and  my 
brethren : 


jo  For  whom¬ 
ever  (hall  do  the 
will  of  my  Father 
which  bin  hea¬ 
ven,  the  fame  is 
cny  brother*  and 
brier  and  mother. 


RECOLLECTIONS- 

Behold  the  horrible  corruption  of  human  nature,  how  prone  It  is  to  be  capti¬ 
ous  and  cavilling  at  trifles;  ami  at  the  fame  time,  how  full  of  bliodnefe*  pvcjii* 
tl  to,  ami  malignity,  agamft  Chrift  and  the  got'pel  l  Who  could  have  thought  that 
the  hob/  One,  and  the  Wifilom  of  God*  whu  gave,  the  c  tore  ft  evidence  of  hia  ex¬ 
cellent  ebarafttr,  as  divine,  and  every  way  greater  than  that  of  Silomen  or  any 
of  the  prophets,  ibould  ever  have  been  traduced  aa  a  confederate  with  the  devi! ; 
or  that  it  fhould  ever  enter  Into  the  heart  of  man  to  blafpheme  the  biejTed  Spirit 
in  hia  hjghefi  manifedatioos  of  glory,  and  ftigmatixc  him  as  an  evil  fpirit  i  IF  we 
&ut  our  eyes  and  harden  our  hearts  againft  the  rich  means  of  grace  which  Chrift 
has  given  us,  in  vain  do  we  call  for  further  evidence  and  better  means  to  ronvinee 
«3 :  No  flgns  from  heaven  would  prevail  upon  us;  and  the  very  taitheus  muft  re* 
proach'iis,  and  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  us.  O  the  danger  and  the  aggravations 
of  [inning  againft  light  and  grace !  The  more  convijtious  uix  ftiflrd,  the  greater 
is  the  havdutfs  that  epfucs,  till  at  length  Satan  obtains  a  fecurc  dominion  over  the 

iinuery 


N  O 

t  It  dots  not  fully  appear  that  N*ry  ever 
hid  any  othpr  child  Ldidcs  jdus :  And  there¬ 
fore  theft,  who  are  Called  his  brtlhrev,  may 
have  been  either  the  children  of  Jifepb  by  a 
former  wife ;  or  rift  the  cWm-gcrmans  of 
our  Lori,  fueh  a*  the  children  of  Afdry,  the 
wife  of  Cfirojfritfi,  filler  to  the  mother  of*  Jt- 
frs;  and  fitch  relations,-  according  bo  the 
iuiguage  of  the  J C*Jt  vrftc  cillfd  Vtthrcn. 


fim  Mr  J Yhfi*n  has  faid  a  good  deal  to  fr.ov 
that  our  Lord's  mother  herftlf  vtjily  had  ft- 
veral  other  cbtldmt  ufttr  hU  hir'h  ;  See  bis 
vpQti  ththiikfea  drt4  Jtjitry  Qj  i'hrijl*  But 
whoever  theft  werr,  they  probably  delignvd 
to  gel  Jtfitt  away,  Cither  Left  he  ih  fluid  OTO'- 
fpend  niuifclf,  or  left  U  Itoitld  oflrwl  the 
PbajijKt i  and  expose  hinifelf  t-j  danger* 

+  A 
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^nner,  and  the  worit  of  all  condemnation  will  pafs  upon  him  in  the  great  day* 
How  fhould  the  thoughts  of  a  judgment  to  come  make  hb  dread  every  word  as 
well  a*  deed  that  would  go  agatuit  us  then  i  But  the  heart  mult  be  changed  be'* 
fore  the  life  can  be  holy ;  and  the  worft  of  fiiis  lhall  be  forgiven  by  gofpel-grace, 
except  that  agaiiift  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  they  are  leaft  in  danger  of  committing 
who  are  molt  in  icaT  about  if.  HoX  great  is  the  authority*  as  well  as  grace,  of 
-  our  Saviour  1  He*  as  Lord  of  the  febbath,  our  observation  of  it ;  and  if 

.his  fervicc  and  honour  command  our  hearts  and  behaviour  cm  bis  holy  day,  we 
Oiall  he  kept  from  profaning  it ;  and  he  will  countenance  and  Weft  us.  What  he 
did  on  earth*  in  a  way  of  mercy,  for  the  bodies  of  many,  was  a  lively  emblem  of 
what  he  Eves  in  heaven  to  do,  by  his  word  and  fpirit,  for  oor  fouls,  At  his 
powerful  command,  Satan  is  dethroned  from  our  hearts,  we  are  enlightened  with 
the  knowledge  of  (alvation*  hear  Chrift’s  voice  and  live,  ftrefceh  out  the  hand  of 
faith,  and  yield  obedience  to  his  word;  and  he  will  deal  tenderly  with  the  wuak- 
dt  believers*  and  vindicate  them  from  the  reproaches  of  their  enemies ;  he  will 
maintain  and  increate  the  leaft  beginnings  of  his  good  wort  m  their  hearts*  till 
aR  {hall  be  perfected  in  victory  and  triumph;  and  lie  will  own  and  honour  them, 
as  his  oeareft  kindred  and  deareft  friends.  How  Jhould  Chriftians  therefore  love 
and  honour  him,  and  unite  together*  iu  heart,  aifedion*  and  endeavour,  for  the 
fuppnrt  of  his  kingdom  and  interrffc,  as  Satan  and  his  iaftruments  unite  againft 
them  for  the  fupport  of  thrirs ! 


CHAP.  Xlfl. 

The  parable  of  tie  fewer*  with  its  explanation  ;  and  the  reajbn  of  GhriJPs 
/peaking  in  parables *  I, — 23.  The  parable  if  the  tares*  of  a  grain 
f  mufiardfeed*  and  of  leaven*  24, — 33.  The  parable  of  the  tares 
explained^  with  a  further  rvafon  of  ChrijPs  ujing  parables *  34,— 43, 
The  parable  of  bidden  treafure *  of  a  pearl*  and  of  a  fjbing  net ,  44, 
—50.  The  application  fait  to  the  difciples  in  the  parable  fa  good 
hovfeholdcr*  51,  52. ;  jhid  the  treatment  Chrifi  met  with  in  Ms  own 
country*  53, — 58* 

Paraphrase* 

0N  °f  t*lc  day  in  which  Jefus  delivered 

out  of  the  Im&,  ^  the  foregoing  difeourfe,  he,  for  the  convenience  of 
** d  fa*  by  th«  f«-  more  room,  went  out  of  the  houfe  where  he  was,  to  the 
*“k*.  .  fhorc  of  the  fea  of  Galilee**  and  there,  according  to  the 

cuftom  of  the  Jewijb  teachers,  Cit  down  to  preach  ano* 

imiltimdw  ^  2  And  great  crowds  of  people  thronging  about  him, 

jtjthtrfl  toj>aber  he  went  into  a  boat,  that  they  might  not  prefe  upon 
unii>  him,  ft>  Out  hunt  and  that  he  might  he  the  better  feen  and  heard : 
lUp.'anH  faiV^nd  ri'hen  fitting  down  again,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  all 
rh<  ->'ho!c  imsUi-  the  company,  as  they  Hood  before  him  on  the  thore.  ^ 
«iii.e  ftooj  on  die  .  ^  And  the  way  he  took  to  inftrutl  them  was  by  plain 
3  Ar.diief|whe  t  fimtlitudes,  taken  from  the  moil  common  affairs  of 
many  life, 

NOTE. 

*  A  pirahif  is  a  caiuimri  companion  of  uriryof  in ftrutfbon  among  the  eaftera  wtlpns, 
riiings,  for  die  iltuftrarioo  of  uhich  is  to  cxricc  the  attention  and  inquiries  of  tlit 
to  be  rcptrlbttti  j  utif)  rewriting  i>y  hearer*,  an<)  in  the  moft  familiar  nianngc  to 
pjinutck  jh  mini,  p  Infant,  and  pronubic  hifol  the  icmiuicxito  of  the  fpcaker,  and 

them 
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many  thing*  un-  Jife,  thereby  teaching  us  to  fpiritunlixe  earthly  things : 
hL**6*fa  He'thereforc-began  with  a  companion  to  reprefent  the 
hold  ,  '  *  ®J om  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  variety  of  its  eflefts 
wentAifthtefiHr.  upon  different  forts  of  perfons,  laying,  Obferve  the  fol¬ 
lowing  illultracion.  “  Ahulbandman  went  intohis  field  to 
£ow  it  with  corn — Theiehy  meaning  that  he  was  come, : 
by  his  own  miniflry,  and  the  mtniftry  of  his  fervants, 
to  feat  ter  tbe  good  iced  of  his  word  among  the  people. 

4.  And  when  4  “  And,  as  he  was  fowing  his  feed.  Come  of  thccoms 
r by°tbe  ^  upon  tbe  common  beaten  path }  and  lying  uncover- 
a2d  the  «d  on  the  furface  of  the  ground,  the  fowls  of  the  air 
fowls  aae  and  came  and  eat  it  all  up — ’Thereby  meaning,  that  when' 
devourdd  them  ^  g0fpd  js  preached,  there  are  fome  trifling,  c-uelrfs 
t  p*  hearers,  wbo  never  ferioufly  regard  or  think  about  it  j 

and  the  devil  diverts  their  minds  with  other  thoughts,' 
to  make  them  entirely  forget  it, 

s  SoiMfcUup'  5,  6.  “  Another  part  of  the  feed  was  call  upon  rocky 
p,Sw  ground,  where,  there  being  but  a  thin  coat  of  earth,  a 
not* miKhcwth :  refleffion  of  heat  from  the  rock  juft  underneath  caufed 
aud  forthwith  it  to  fpriiig  up  very  foon}  but,  (r«)  having  no  depth  of 
they  fprung  op,  gfQmjj  Hxike  root  into,  as  foon  as  the  fun  Ibone  hot 
jio^drtpntfc  of  it  fluivelled  and  quite.withered  away Thereby  mean- 
earth :  ing,  that  there  arc  others,  who,  when  they  hear  the 

WOf^*  attcn<l to  3Qd  are  plcafed  with  it}  and,  under  a 
^OT^foorehodj  a  prefent  ftare  of  afle&ion,  have  fome  good  purpofen 
and  becavfe  they  and  defires ;  but  this  being  only  a  flight  touch  upon  the 
withered**  ^  their  hearts  are  not  changed,  but  remain  hearts 

wi  away.  cf  Kone  flill*  and  fo  when  a  fiery  trial  conies  upon  them 
for  the  fake  of  Chrift  and  the  gofpel,  they  cannot  fLitid 
it,  but  all  foon  comes  to  nothing  for  want  of  a  rooted 
principle  within. 

f  And  G>mc  fell  7  “  And  there  was  another  part  of  the  feed  which  fell 

imong  thomi  •,  oa  a  {pot  Qf  earth  that  was  full  of  briers  and  thorns, 
fprang  up!  and  which  grew  up  fafter  than  the  com,  and  fmothcred  and 
d»iwd  tiw a,  killed  it;”— Thereby  meaning,  that  there  are  others  who 

hear  the  word  with  attention,  and  feem  to  make  fome 
proficiency  in  their  profcflton ;  but  their  hearts  are  fo 
thick  fet  with  the  cares  of  this  world,  and  with  their 
vain  expectations  and  defires  of  happinefs  from  it,  that 
their  convictions  and  promifing  appearances  are  itifled, 
before  they  come  to  an  dfe&ual  faring  change  in  their 
hearts  and  lives. 

8  “But 


MOT  E. 


thrm  m  the  nupdsof  thofe  tea 0  wwdefirous  «bciT  ws  firft  meet  with  them.  In  a  pa- 
t  j  ifim  by  them.  And  as  I  thought  that  it  rephidlHc  form  as  intiuMic*  that  Chriil  did 
n  ”i'ht  enliven  the  reading]  to  odd  an  inrer*  r  not  tlicnc^iibin  them ;  hiveen«lcj^nr* 
;.at;don  of  the  parable*  u  we  go -it mg,  even  rA  vary  -!t-  Turn  i>i  expreflion*  an.i 
Cn^*ci  they  an  afterward*  raphiuftt  by  our  txi  ther  Sight  up-  m  ihcm,  v.c  com;:  to  hit 
lord  himurltj  I  have  Ibmettaci*  jS  hero,  cw*:  of  *,hai  hi  Sucauied  fry  than. 

dr*H-n  out  eht;  of  their  JevcxJ p 
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B  But  other* 
fell  into  gooJ 
groaiul  t 
Erwurtht  fw:h 
tm\z  j  tome  att 
bunJrrtl  [tj!u  ! 


Jome  fixff  fold* 
fan*  (bitty  fold. 


9  'tflio  hath 
«m  bear,  let 
him  hear. 

10  And  the 
dHctpiv  came  , 
and  Ahl  onto 
him,  Why  fpeak- 
eft  thmi  uko 
them  In  parables? 

tt  Hi  anfwcr* 
cd  and  (aid.  unit* 
them,  BccatdV  it 
is  given  unto  yon 
to Itnow  the  my* 
£eri£Mifthckifig~ 
dam  of  heaven, 
hot  to  them  It  Is 
aot  fheo. 


ik  Torwhoib- 
fifr  h^lt,  to  him 
fhall  be  given,  and 
he  (halt  have  more 
abniubnoe  :  but 
wbufbevtr  hath 
not,  from  him 
(hall  betaken  a- 
wey  even  dot  tie 
hath. 


1 3  Therefore 
(peak  t  m  them 
in  parable*:  (re¬ 
ran*  they  feeing, 
fee  not;  andhear* 
tog ,  they  hear 
not,  neither  do 
they  underftaod. 


8  11  Bat  another  pan  of  the  feed  was  {own  in  a  good  foil, 
which  brought  forth  com  to  maturity,  in  various  de¬ 
grees,  from  thirty  to  an  hundred  fold  uicreafe  — Thereby 
meanin  :,  that  there  are  other  hearers,  whofe  hearts  are 
formed,  by  the  grace  of  God,  for  a  due  reception  and 
entertainment  of  the  word  ;  who  have  a  fpiritual  un¬ 
demanding  of  its  truth  and  excellence,  and  of  their  own 
concern  in  it;  and  are  fo  deeply  imprefled  by  it,  as  to 
bring  forth  fruits  of  righteoufnefe,  more  or  lefs,  and 
that  to  the  lateft  age. 

9  Whomever  is  capable  of  hearing,  and  defirous  of 
being  in  (trusted,  let  him  ferioully  confider  the  truth  and 
importance  of  what  I  fay. 

to  As  our  Lord  had  delivered  this  parable  without 
an  interpretation,  his  dlfciplcs,  being  furprized  and 
troubled  at  it,  came  to  him  when  he  was  alone,  {Mark 
iv.  to.)  and  alked  him  why  he  taught  the  people  only 
by  Cmilitudes,  without  explaining  them  ? 

r  i  He  anfwering  faid  to  them,  The  reafon  of  it  lies 
in  the  holy,  wife,  and  fovereign  difpcnfarion  of  God's 
free  mercy,  who  gives  or  with-holds  a  clear  and  faring 
difenvery  of  the  great  things  of  the  gofpel,  relating  to 
the  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory,  when  and  where,  to 
what  degree  and  in.  what  manner,  feems  heft  in  hjs 
fight :  Ye  are  the  people  of  his  choice ;  he,  in  his  good 
plea  fare,  has  opened  your  eyes,  and  defigns  to  open 
them  yet  more  and  more;  but  it  has  not  pleafed  him  to 
heltow  the  like  favour  upon  the  multitude,  nor  have  they 
any  claim  to  it. 

12  For  they  who,  under  divine  influence,  have  a 
true  fpiritual  knowledge  of  the  great  things  of  my  king¬ 
dom,  and  who,  like  me  good-ground  hearers,  boncftly 
receive  the  word  of  God,  and  bring  forth  excellent  fruit, 
fhall  have  ftill  a  greater  abundance  of  means  for  their 
further  improvement,  that  his  diftinguifliing  love  may 
operate  to  their  growth  in  light  and  grace,  till  they  ob¬ 
tain  complete  falvation :  But  they  who,  like  the  other 
forts  of  hearers,  either  will  not  confider,  or  do  not  care 
to  know  or  to  profit  by  the  word ;  even  the  means  they 
already  enjoy  fanll  be  juftly  taken  from  them,  inftead 
of  their  having  ftill  better  added  to  be  loft  upon  them. 

13  The  reafon  therefore  of  my  fpeaking  to  them  in 
parables,  without  an  explication,  is,  that  they,  by  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God,  may  he  left  to  their  own 
wilful  ohftjnacy  and  hliitdncfs;  becaufe,  feeing  the  moll 
unqueftionable  miracles,  they  will  not  be  convinced  by 
them ;  and  bearing  the  mod  excellent  and  intelligible 
doftrines  of  my  kingdom,  they  wilt  not  regard  them, 
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nor  admit  the  evidence  diac  fliinea  in  them  \  bat  obfti- 
nately  (hut  their  eyes  againft  the  cleared  light  of  my 
plainer  preaching  to  them. 

14  And  b>  14  And  fo  the  prophecy  of  Ifaiah  is  fulfilled  again  in 
h**  **  this  people,  (Aj,  vi.  9,  10.)  where  he  fpeak*  to  the  fol- 

lowing  pur  pole :  They  (hall  hear  and  fee  the  great  and 
faith,  By  hewing  glorious  things  of  divine  revelation,  and  (hail  be  given 
UP*  fo*-  their  wilful  obftinacy,  to  fuch  a  judicial  blind- 
fUnd;  and  feeing,  nelifi  of  mind  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  that  they  (hall  not 
ys  shall  lie,  and  have  a  true  fpiritual  difeerning  of  them,  nor  feel  their 
Aaii  nm  pc«dv«  s  aal  irapreflion. 

is  For  chit  15  For  this  people  being  righteoufly  left,  in  the  aw- 
pcnplcs  hart  is  fu(  judgment  of  God,  to  themfeives,  their  hearts  are  , 
thrire^an  doll  become  fenfual  and  ftupid,  like  JeJharun\  who  waxed 
of  bearing,  aad  fat,  and  kicked  againft  the  Lord,  {Deut,  xxxii.  15.); 
their  era  they  4mj  their  ears  are  refotvedly  (hut  againft  the  found  of 
at'^any  time’  they  the  gofpel,  like  the  deaf  adder ,  which  flops  her  ear  st  aad 
iVi'iulii  fee  with  iviU  not  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer^  charming 

heir  u£h  th»>  ncvtr  f*  ^h*  (Prat'  ,vi“*  4»  5*)  ThcV  behave  with 
can,  and  ihould  fuch  enmity  and  oppofition,  as  if  they  were  afraid,  led, 
nndcrilind  «Uh  one  time  or  other,  light  and  power  (hould  force  them- 
fhl'il^cjjivur  through  tbeir  eyes  and  ears,  and  they  fliould  be 

ed,  and  I  ihould  convinced  of  the  wickednefs  of  their  hearts  and  the  er- 
hai  mem.  ror  of  their  ways,  and  their  difofaedient  fouls  (hould  be 
turned  to  the  wifdora  of  the  juft;  and  left  1  fliould  work 
a  thorough  change  upon  them ;  It  is  therefore  lit  that 
they  (hould  be  let  alone  to  perilh  in  their  chofcn  igno¬ 
rance  and  inftnfibility. 

ts  But  btelfcd  16  Butas  for  you,  my  dilciptes,  God  has  kinder  defigns 
tht^-^iour  °f  grace  toward  you,  and  has  begun  to  difeover  them 
cars,  fw  they  already:  Ye  are  happy,  and  (hall  be  blcfled  indeed: 
bar,  God  has  given  you  the  feeing  eye,  and  the  hearing  ear; 

he  has  turned  you  from  darknefs  unto  light,  and  made 
you  obedient  to  the  voice  of  his  word;  and  has  inclined 
your  hearts  to  defire  ftill  more  and  more  to  know  and 
do -his  will. 


iy  Torwrilyl 

fay  unto  yon,  Chat 
many  propiutt 
and  rigbtcoui 
irw  have  dcflred 
tu  fl-cihoTc  tiling* 
which  pc  fee,  and 
have  iu*  fetn 
them  /  and  to 
h?,.r  the  fit  things 
whidi  ye  hear, 
jud  have  not 
Itcai  J  thrm* 


17  And  the  biefiedneis,  which  ye  are  hereby  parta¬ 
kers  of,  tranfeends  all  that  ever  was  enjoyed  by  any  be¬ 
fore  you.  For  I  foicmnly  allure  you,  that  the  ancient 
patriarchs,  and  many  of  the  prophets  and  Old-Teila- 
ment  faints,  earned]  y  longed  to  fee  and  hear  the  glori¬ 
ous  things  concerning  me  and  my  kingdom,  which  now 
are  difplayed  before  your  minds,  and  falure  your  eyes 
and  ears:  But  this  high  favour  was  not  granted  to 
them ;  they  had  only  a  glimmering  Hawn  in  types  and 
fliadows,  or  diftant  views  in  the  prosnifes,  of  the  great 
bleffednefs  and  glory  which  I  am  now  clearly  revealing 


to  you. 


18  To 


$6 

rfl  I  [car  yc 
tlirii  fnrc  the  pi- 
tjhlc  of  the  tow¬ 
er. 
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1 8  To  you  therefore  I  will  fully  explain  the  parable 
of  the  fower,  which,  as  ye  wilt  fee,  reprefems  the  preach* 
ers  of  the  gofpel  going  forth  to  fpread  abroad  its  doc¬ 
trines,  like  precious  feed,  with  very  different  fucccff 
upon  levcral  forts  of  perfons. 

19  The  way-fide,  on  which  the  feed  was  cart,  figni- 
Ces  fuch  carelefs  (tupid  hearers  of  the  gofpel  as  neither 
reliffi  nor  underffand  its  truth,  nor  make  any  feriouj 
reflections  upon  it;  and  Satan,  that  wicked  adversary, 
proves  too  h*ird  for  them  by  his  temptations,  which  car* 

’  ry  their  minds  off  from  the  word,  and  leave  them  as  un* 
concerned  about  it,  and  as  effefluaily  hinder  their  pro¬ 
fiting  by  it,  as  if  they  had  never  heard  It, 

20,  at-  The  ftony  ground,  on  which  the  feed  was 
fown,  figuifies  fuch  hearers  as  attend  to  the  word,  and 
have  fomefudden  fiafhes  of  joy  in  their  affections,  and 
fonie  huffy  refolutions  fpr  Qrxl  and  religion  while  they 
are  hearing  it;  hut  it  not  being  entertained  by  faith 
and  love,  and  fettled  as  a  governing  principle  in  their 
hearts,  it  Toon  comes  to  nothing;  and  in  a  time  of  temp* 
tatiou  and  perfection  for  the  gofpel’s  lake,  they  are  dif- 
couraged,  and  turn  apoffates;  apd  thereby  prove,  that, 
not  with  Handing  all  their  fits  of  zeal  and  fervour,  their 
hearts  were  never  thoroughly  penetrated  and  changed 
hy  what  they  heard* 

22  The  foil  full  of  thorns,  on  which  the  feed  fell, 
figuifies  thofe  hearers,  that  fo  far  embirace  the  word,  as 

thorn*'  t0  ma^c  3  profiling  profcfKon  ofth*  dodlrine  of  Chri- 
ishMfcjt  and  to  havefome  good  appearances  of  reforma¬ 

tion  by  it;  hut  through  their  anxious  care  about  the 
things  of  this  world,  and  tbeir  eager  purfuit  after  its 
riches  and  pteafures,  (Luke  via.  14.)  their  fenfual  hearts 
entangle,  deceive,  and  overfet  them,  and  ail  is  Hilled 
before  it  ever  comes  to  maturity. 

23  And  (j*)  the  good  ground,  that  was  fown  with 
the  feed,  fignifies  fuch  hearers  as  receive  the  word  of 
God  into  new  apd  underftanding  beam;  where,  un¬ 
der  tbc  influence  of  divine  grace,  its  takes  root,  is  che» 
rifbed  and  improved,  and  produces  abundant,  genuine 
fruits  of  liglueoufnefs,  to  the  pnife  and  glory  of  God, 
though  in  feme  twice  or  thrice  as  much  more  as  in  o- 
thers  f,  even  to  the  greateft  plenty  that  human  nature 
in  its  prefcnt  impcrfeci  flare  is  capable  of. 

24,  25*  lint  this  was  not  the  only  parable  which  Je- 
fus  fpake  to  the  pepole ;  He  furthermore  delivered  ano¬ 
ther, 


tq  When  any 
one  bcareth  the 
tttirdaf  (he  king¬ 
dom*  undtr- 
lbncb-rh  tl  nnt, 
then  comcth  the 
aickul  uqc,  and 
diclieth 
that  which 
town  in  his  heart. 
This  is  he  which 

fweived  iVcd  by 
the  wiy-fide. 

ao  Bur  he  chit 
received  the  Jcui 
into  ftony  phce% 
tticfjmcisht  that 
hcartih  the  iMird, 
andanon  uithjny 
tccciveth  it ; 

11  Yet  hath  he 
not  mot  in  him* 
JcJf,  but  dunth 
for  a  u'hi!c;  for 
when  tribulation 
or  perfriutiQti  a- 
tifeth  because  of 
the  word,  hy  and 
l>y  he  h  uflirMiol, 
11  Hiedlbih#c 


the  uord ;  and 
the  are  of  tlm 
world,  ujiJ  the 
detxrftdmTs  of 
rich<-&4  choke  +he 
Wtud}  be* 

Cometh  unfruit¬ 
ful 

13  But  he  t hit 
rttelvtd  fctd  inio 
the  good  amund 
u  he  that  Eeareth 
the  word,  and 
undtrifcincktb  if  ; 
vhieb  alio  bear- 
eth  fruit ,  and 
hrLngctli  fbnJi 

hundred 
Ibid,  fame  (ixty} 
fotnt  thirty. 

14  Another  pa* 

Table  put  he  fatth 

unto 

NOTE- 

+  Ar.  hmulrcd~  ft  ill  feems  to  the  Urgdt  :ncr<^ic  &*xi  l>e  ;  '.rd  t:  i*  nientior.id 

IS  ;**i  extraordinary  infhtncc  of  CrtwIS  b’clEiig  U;ut  ht  jfv(dr  ttnd  Ti.eiviCis  tetjarbt 
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xiiu  Tbt  Evangclift  MattheW  pbraphrhfcd.  f? 


i*no  them,  Gy- 
i:5»f  The  kift$- 
!<>m  of  heaven  is 
kcirt*4  nnro  a 
nin  which  feiwed 

i^nI  feed  in  hu 

iriil : 

if  Bat  vhile 
nen  Aepti  hi$e- 
:eii»y  ouao  and 
it  wed  Ulti  a* 
r,<in%  the  wheat* 
ind  went  hit  way* 


But  when 

t*H'  bhrfc  was 
lpmn£  up,  and. 

forth 

fm-i ,  then  ap¬ 
peared  the  tam 
ilfo. 


ay  So  the  fer- 
TantsofthehooJe- 
holder  came  and 
f*iid  unco  him  B 
Sir  ,  didfl  not 
thou  ibv  pood 
feed  in  thy  odd  ? 
from  vheticc  then 
tuth  it  tares  ? 


iS  HeCudun- 
to  them.  An  c~ 
nc my  bath  done 
this*  The  fir* 
rants  Paid  onto 
him,  Wtft  thoo 
then  that  we  go 
and  gather  them 
np£ 


ip  But  he&M, 
Niy  t  tcO,  while' 
ye  gather  np  the 
ure»,  ye  root  up 
Mt  the,  wheat 
kith  rhem* 

VO L.  I. 


ther,  faying,  “  The  flate  of  the  gofpel -church,  of  t>f  the 
MdfHahV  kirlgdota  in  this  world,  is  like  what  befel  air 
hnfbandman,  who  fowed  good  feed  in  his  field;  but* 
whilft  his  fervant  flept,  an  enemy  came  privately  in  the 
night,  and  lowed  tanes  among  the  wheat,  and.  then 
withdrew  that  he  might  not  he  diicovcred OurLard 
thereby  intimating,  that*  he  himfelf,  firft  by  bis  ownr 
miniftry,  and  afterwards  by  the  miniftry  of  hu  fervants* 
fent  his  gofpel,  and  planted  his  grace  in  the  hearts  of 
many,  to  form  a  church  lor  himfelf  in  the  world  j  but 
whilft  his  fervants  4nd  people  were  off  from  their  watch 
and  guard,  the  devil,  that  great  enemy  to  him  and  fouls, 
fecretly  railed  up  falfe  teachers  and  hypocritical  profef- 
fors  among  them,  who  lay  concealed  for  a  while,  tnfi- 
nuating  them  (elves  by  fpecious  errors,  and  outward  ap¬ 
pearances  of  piety. 

26  “  But  as,  when  the  good  feed  grew  up,  and  bore 
fruit,  then  the  tares  likew  ife  began  to  difeover  them- 
fetves:”— So  after  fome  time,  when,  in  a  day  of  peifecu- 
tion  and  trial,  found  Chriftians  (hall  appear  to  have  the 
grace  of  God  in  truth,  by  their  faith  and  patience,  their 
brave  and~open  profeflion  of  his  name,  and  their  holy 
lives ;  then  falfe  pretenders  will  difeover  themfdves,  by 
a  contrary  temper  and  behaviour. 

27  “  The  hufbantl  man’s  fervants,  feeing  the  tares  ap-* 
pear  with  the  wheat,  feemed  furprifed,  as  well  as 
troubled  at  it ;  and  afleed  their  mailer,  how  this  came 
to  pals,  fince  he  fowed  only  good  feed  in  his 

Chrift’s  faithful  fervants  and  people  are  grieved,  and 
even  amazed,  to  fee  that  his  excellent  and  holy  gofpel 
fliould  be  perverted  and  abufed  by  any  of  its  preachers 
and  profeQbrs,  to  the  introducing  of  dangerous  errors 
and  immoralities  into  the  church  and  the  world  ;  and 
they  are  much  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  it. 

28  «  rrhe  matter  told  his  fervants,  it  was  an  enemy 
that  had  Town  tares  among  his  wheat;  upon  which 
they  afleed  him,  whether  they  fhocld  go  immediately 
and  weed  them  out?” — So  Chritt  knows  all  the  mifehie- 
vous  devices  and  works  of  Satan  and  his  info  u meats  -t 
and  when  his  fervants  and  dilciples  come  to  di (cover  the 
falfe  pretenders  to  Chriftianity,  they  want  to  know 
what  to  do  with  them ;  and  alk  counfel  of  him,  whether 
they  thall  not  immediately  caft  them  all  out  of  the 
church  ? 

2y,  30.  "Butthe  matter  anfwered  them,  Do  nothiog 
raflily,  left,  while  ye  are  plucking  up  the  tares,  ye  root 
up  the  wheat  with  them :  To  avoid  this  danger,  let 
them  both  (land  dll  harveft;  and  then  1  will  order  the 
|  G  ,  reapers 
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j®  Let  teh  reapers  to  take  oat  the  tares,  and  bum  them  all  roge- 
Sn^i  the^urreft*  t*lcr»  an<*  *°  8at^lcr  the  wheat  into  the  barn  — So, 
an?!  the  time  of  when  there  is  any  danger  of  miftaking  true  believers 
ham  M  will  &y  for  hypocrites,  or  of  ftumbliiig  and  grieving  Gncere 
OatW  jT’oec*  Chriftians  by  any  over -rigorous  difciplinc,  Chrift  would 
Mkt  firft  the  have  bis  fervants  and  churches  tv  be  very  cautious  in 
few,  »d  bind  calling  out  offenders,  left  they  fhoold  excommunicate 
w^burn  bth«o!  k*nts  inftead  of  finners,  or  give  occafion  to  feme  up* 
hot  gather  the  right  fouls  to  leave  the  communion  of  the  church :  And, 
■"hwt  lot*  toy  rather  than  run  any  rifks  of  this  kind,  he  dire&s  them 
not  to  proceed  in  a  way  of  cenfure  again  ft  f  perfons  of 
barely  fufpicious  characters  i  but  to  leave  them  to  bis 
immediate  judgment  at  the  end  of  the  world  \  when  he 
will  order  his  angels  to  feparate  the  precious  from  the 
vile,  and  will  caff  all  the  hypocrites  and  unbelievers 
together  into  the  lake  that  burns  for  ever  and  ever,  and 
Another  rece‘ve  alibis  true -difciples to  himfelf,  that  where  he 
par-hie  1>U(  he  is,  there  they  may  be  alfo, 

forth  umo  them,  31,  32-  He  likewife  fpake  another  parable  to  the 
&££££  P®P5c»  “The  ^pel-kingdom  in  this  world  is 

lik«  a  gnin  tif  like  a  gram  of  muuanl-iecd,  which  a  . man  lowed  m  his 
mrflird  fed ,  field,  and  which  indeed  b  one  of  the  leaff  of  feeds  j 
^ut>  when  it  grows  up  to  maturity,  is  one  of  the  biggeft 
frlHr  -  plants  among  all  herbs,  and  becomes,  as  it  were,  a 


31  Which  in- 
deed  i?  the  lei  ft 
of  iU  feeds  \  but 
when  It  li  £R»wut 
it  u  the  great  eft 

■aong  herbs,  and 
beenrueth  ft  tree, 
fa  that  the  birds 
of  the  air  come 
and  lodge  in  the 

brarrtir&  i hereof*. 
3tj  *v»*tfchfT  pa* 

tabldjnfce  licure* 
tu  the®  1  The 
hingiioT-  of  iia- 
Ten  is  like  *  un¬ 
to  k-ivcn,  which 
lent  and 
hid  in  three  xnea- 


tree,  large  enough  for  the  birds  to  lodge  and  build  their 
nefta  in  its  boughs.”  3: — Our  Lord  thereby  meant,  that 
his  gofpel  in  the  world,  and  his  grace  in  the  foul,  at 
their  finft  beginnings,  make  hut  a  fmall  and  obfenre 
appearance ;  they,  like  the  dawp_  of  the  morning,  are 
fcarce  difccrnible,  and,  like  the  day  of  fmall  things, 
are  in  the  account  of  carnal  men  very  contemptible  j 
but  by  degrees  they  grow  and  fpread,  til!  they  fill  the 
heart  in  which  they  are  planted,  and  even  fill  the  earth  j 
lb  that  G entile tt  us  well  as  Jews,  (hall  Gnd  refreftment 
and  reft  in  them. 

33  He  alfo  delivered  another  parable  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  faying,  “  The  gofpel- kingdom  is  like  a  litde 
leaven  that  a  woman  covered  up  in  three  meafores  $, 


fum 


which 


NOTES. 

t  The  mfon  Chrift  eivts  for  fettiog  the  miniftert  and  churches  We  tiothhij  to  do^ 
Cores  abncx  intimares,  that  he  here  /peaks  tn  a  way  of  extirpation,  vilb  ifoa  fbtf  art 
only  of  profqjlbri  of  dubbin,  though  of  ve-  vf/frurf,  (j  Cor*  y*  tif  %  j*}  it  ftero*  nece£ 
ry  foIbickrtMi  chaTiflcrfi,  who  inay  pofCbly  (ary  to  uoderftand  it  of  the  vifible  church  a 
m  KHuds,  ikm  wicbAukting  iume  ap-  fpreail  through  the  world,  or  at  baft  as 
pfaraiifcs  ui  the  contrary :  Fnr  notorkMiJiy  ving  a  mixture  of  irypucritet  wfch  tine  bo- 
-wicked  prrfont,  ud  icandalous  ipofbto,  lltnrs  while  it  h  in  the  world* 
in  ay  undoubtedly  be  call  oat  of  the  viliblc  f  The  muNird-trec  in  that  country  grew 
(Iiwrcli,  wUIu»ut  danger  of  mi  Asking  uoe  to  a  prodijkwi  lilt, 

believers  for  (hero,  or  of  doing  any  injury  to  §  Three  meafaie?  fom  to  be  here  men- 
the  inviwerdi  oiCtrift  in  toe  vorbl.  And  tinned  as  the  annivon  quantity  that  waa 
though  the  u-urlri  is  Jajd  to  be  the  held,  ia  kituaded  31  on^t  Oca*  xvuL  tf* ;  and 
which  t! w  tares  w  lb wo,  ycr.  3d*  \  yu  w  f&mb  fays  they  made  an  ffMor  tmfrd. 


Ch'XU!. 

fares  of  KDClii  tUl 
the  whole  TO 
Itiveaed. 


34  AH  ifccfe 
thinp  fpofc«  Jfr 
fas  onto  the  mol- 
ttiudt  ta  pan* 
bln;  *n&  with* 
oat  s  pinble 
fpake  be  not  un¬ 
to  them ; 

3f  That  it 
might  be  fulfilled 
which  mtJpofccn 
by  the  prophet^ 
fiying,  I  will  ck 
pen  noy  ownth  in 
parables;  t  will 
otter  things 
wiiirh  have  been 
kept  facta  from 
the  faaodrtttn  of 
fbc  world, 
j8  Tbenjefat 
fan* the  multitude 
twnyt  end  went 
into  the  honfa : 
and  his  <tifaipln 
came  unto  him, 
fitting  (  Declare 
unto  us  the  pan* 
ble  of  the  tut*  of 
the  fidd. 

37  He  wifwcr- 
cd  and  faui  unto 
them ,  He  that 
foweth  the  good 
iced  b  the  Sou  of 
man; 

38  The  field  u 
the  world ;  the 
good  feed  arc  the 
children  of  the 
kingdom;  hot  the 
ttne$  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  wic¬ 
ked  m ; 


39  Thecncmy 
that  fawed  them 
is  the  dcrii ;  the 
harvtft  is  the  cod 
*f  Lhc  world;  and 
the 
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which  made  a  great  quantity  of  meal ;  and  there  it  lay 
and  worked,  tiU  it  diffufea  irfelf  through  the  whole- 
mats  — Thereby  meaning!  that  his  gofpel  and  bis 
grace,  which  at  firft  lie  hid  in  the  heart,  and  in  die 
world,  tbould  fecrtcly  work,  with  fitch  divine  efficacy, 
as  to  fanCtify  all  the  faculties  of  the  foul,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  body,  andfpread  themfelres  by  degrees 
through  all  nations,  to  captivate  them  to  the  obedience 
offaith. 

34  Our  Saviour  fpakc  all  thefe  things  to  the  people 
in  parables,  and  in  no  other  way  ;  giving  them  only 
the  flirt iiitudes  themfelres,  without  explaining  their  Jig- 
nification. 

35  And  be  did  this,  among  other  reasons,  that 
what  was  faid,  with  a  prophetic  spirit*  {Pfal,  lxxviii.  2.) 
might  be  fulfilled  in  him,  viz.  /  will  open  my  mouthht 
parable:,  I  will  utter  dark  faying:  if  olds  as  thar  may 
be  underftcod  with  a  reference  to  the  myflertcs  of  the 
gofpel,  which  have  been  hid  in  the  counieis  of  God 
from  eternity,  and  under  the  obfeurity  of  types  and 
Shadows  from  the  beginning  of  the  world ;  and  which 
Cbrifl  bimfelf  delivered  in  a  myfterious  manner  to 
tbofe  that  would  not  receive,  nor  even  bear,  plainer  re¬ 
velations. 

36  Then  Jefus  diCoaifled  the  multitude  and  went 
into  an  houfe,  where  his  difeipies  came  to  him,  and  de- 
fired  that  he  would  particularly  explain  to  them  the 
parable  of  the  tares  growing  up  with  the  wheat  in  the 
field. 

37  And  as  be  ufed,  when  he  had  them  alone,  to  o- 
pen  his  mind  and  heart  freely  to  them,  he  told  them, 
chat  by  the  bujbattdman ,  who  fowed  the  good  corn,  was 
meant  bimfelf  who  preached  the  pure  golpel  in  his  own 
perfonal  miuiltry,  and  by  the  miniltration  of  tbo£e 
whom  he  fent  to  raife  up  a  feed  to  ferve  him : 

38  That  by  the  field  was  meant  the  world  of  man¬ 
kind,  through  which  he  would  fpread  his  church ;  that 
by  the  good  feed  was  meant  true  believer r,  who  were 
begotten  by  the  gofpel,  and  made  the  fubje&s  of  hia 
kingdom  of  grace  ;  but  that  by  the  tar  a,  growing  up 
among  the  wheat,  were  meant  falfe  teacher:  and  hypo* 
crites,  wbo,  under  aprofeffion  of  religion,  crept  into  the 
church,  but  really  were  the  children  and  inflruments 
of  tbe  devil,  beating  his  image,  and  doing  his  work. 

39  He  further  told  them,  that  by  the  enemy ,  who 
lowed  the  tares,  was  meant  the  devil,  who  doeth  all  the 
mifehief  he  can  in  the  church  and  in  the  world;  that 
bv  the  karveft  was  meant  the  day  of  judgment,  which 

C  i  ill  all 


fob  The 

the  reapersartihe 


40  A$  there¬ 
fore  the  tare* 
^rt  gathered  and 
burned  hi  the  fires 
fo  Hull  it  be  in  the 
tad  of  this  world. 


4t  The  Sort  of 
m*n  Hull  lend 
forth  iiU  indit 
tndchey  fluff  ga¬ 
ther  out  of  his 
kingdom  till 
<hmg*  that  of  - 
fe[nit  and  them 
v  do  iniqut- 
*?5 

4-t  And  thill 
<ait  them  into  a 
furnace  of  tire  ; 
there  fhall  be 
wailing  and 
(oftfluDgof  teeth. 


43  Then  ftuH 

the  righteous 
fhinfi  fonli  us  the 
fan,  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  char  Fa¬ 
ther-  Who  hath 
cun  to  hear,  bee 
him  hew* 


tsoangdijl  Matthew  paraphtafed.  Ch.  xni. 

(bail  be  at  the  end  of  time ;  that  by  the  reapers  were 
meant  the  holy  angels^  who  excel  in  firengtht  and  da  his 
eotftrn&ndmenti,  hearkening  to  the  voice  of  Ins  word, 
(PttI,  ciii.  20.) 

40  And  that  as  the  tares,  in  the  parable,  were  in  the 
time  of  harveft  picked  out  from  the  wheat,  and  oft  in¬ 
to  the  fire  and  burnt ;  fo  it  fhall  be  at  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment,  in  the  reparation  that  will  he  made  between  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked  *,  when,  the  former  being  taken 
up  to  heaven,  the  latter  fhall  be  caft  into  hell,  to  fufier 
the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire. 

41  Then,  faid  he,'  the  Mefliah  fhall  fit  upon  the 
throne  of  his  glory,  and.  fend  forth  his  angels  to 
bring  all  nations  before  him  }  and  they  (hall  feparate, 
from  among  the  fubjects  of  his  vifible  church  or  king¬ 
dom,  all  the  falfe  teachers  and  hypocrites,  unbelievers 
and  workers  of  iniquity,  who  were  an  occafion  of 
ftu nnhfing,  or  were  fome  way  injurious  to  his  true  mem¬ 
bers,  and  lay  concealed,  or  not  clearly  diftinguifhed 
in,  and  not  feparared  from,  bis  vifible  church  before : 

4z  And  thofe  holy  angels,  as  the  executioners  of  his 
juftice,  and  as  minilters  to  do  his  will,  fhall  call  them 
ail  together,  Hke  bundles  of  weeds  fit  for  nothing  but 
dcftruQion,  into  the  fire  of  hell,  heated  by  the  dreadful 
wrath  of  God  ;  Where  they  fliall  be  everlaftingly  tor¬ 
mented  with  the  utmoft  horror,  angnifh,  and  bitter  re¬ 
flections  on  their  folly  and  wickednefs,  lofs  andmifery: 

43  And  then  the  children  of  God,  and  heirs  of  glo¬ 
ry,  fhall  flrinc  in  robes  of  perfcft  righteoufnefs ;  and 
fhall  break  forth'  out  of  obfeurity,  like  the  fun  from  be¬ 
hind  a  dark  cloud,  into  Uluftrious  light,  in  all  the  ho¬ 
nours  and  felicities  of  their  Father's  immediate  pre¬ 
fence  and  kingdom.  Whofoever  is  capable  of  hearing, 
anddefirous  to  know  rhefe  important  things,  let  him 
ferioufly  confider  them  wltb  a  reference  to  his  own  con¬ 
cern  in  them. 


«  Again,  the  44  Our  Lord  moreover  added  feveral -other  parables, 
kingdom  of  1*“"  faving,  M  The  gofpel- kingdom,  for  the  excellence  of  its 
tmfare  hid  in  a  bleffings,  is  like  a  rich  mine  that  lies  under  ground  in 
field :  the  which  a  field  j  and  when  a  man  has  found  it,  he  conceals  the 
when  a  ra*n  hath  djfajvery  in  his  own  mind,  and,  in  the  abundance  of 
aadfor  joy there-  his  joy,  goes  and  fells  aft  that  he  has  to  buy  tbe  field 
of,  gocrhandfeU-  which  contains  this  treafure Chrift  hereby  intimating, 
atl  **f  that  he  himfclf  is  our  richeft  treafure,  as  all  the  (lores 
Uut  yCt  of  wifdom-  and  knowledge,  and  all  fulnefe  of  righte- 
oufnefs  and  grace,  with  all  the  riches  of  falvation, 
are  in  him  ;  and  that  he  lics  hid  from  the  carnal  unbe¬ 
lieving  world  in  the  gofpel,  which,  like  a  field,  is  open 

to 


Ch.  jcui. 


«  Afliln,  the 
kingdom  of  hen- 
vcn  is  like  un¬ 
to  a  merchant¬ 
man  ,  fedtiag 
goodly  pearls: 

46  Who  when 
he  hid  frond  one 
pearl  of  great 
price,  wuit.iid 
Ibid  all  that  he 
had,  and  bought 
it, 

47  Again,  the 
kingdom  of  tica- 
ven  1*  like  unto  a 
net  that  waa  cift 
into  the  fra,  and 

ntittred  of  every 

kind  : 

4$  Which  when 
it  was  foil,  thfy 
drew  to  Jhore , 
and  fit  down  raid 
gathered  the  good 
into  veflcli,  but 
Call  the  M  away, 
40  Sufhalt  it  be 
at  the  aid. of  the 
world :  theangeU 
ILail  come  fockb, 
aiul  fever  the  wic* 
ked  Jrom  unong 
the  juft* 

50  And  (ball 
Call  them  into  the 
furnace  of  fire: 
there  ttull bewai¬ 
ling  and  gnafhing 
of  teeth. 


ya  Trios  frith 
irntn  them,  Have 
yc  uaderftood  all 
thefe  things? 
'i'hty  fay  unto 
him,  yea^Loid, 

51  Then  fald 
he  nolo  them  , 
Therefore  every 
frribc  which  is  in* 
rirufted  i*piQ  the 
kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven,  is  like  tuifo 
a 


Tht  Fi>ange!iJ!  M att kw  parnphrafed,  iof 

to  all  ;  but  when  a  (inner,  under  the  guidance  of  God’s 
Spirit,  has  foarchcd  and  found  him  there,  he  hides  him 
in  hie  own  heart,  rejoices  to  think  what  a  precious 
treafure  be  .has  found,  and  is  ready  to  part  with  alt 
things  in  the  world,  that  he  may  obtain  an  incereft  in 
it,,  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  word. 

45, 46.  To  the  like  purpofc  be  (aid,  “  The  blelfings  of 
the  gofpel- kingdom  are  like  a  pearl  of  exceeding  great 
value,  which  being  found  by  a  merchant-  who  was  in¬ 
quiring  after  rich  commodities  of  that  kind,  he  went 
and  fold  all  that  he  was  worth,  to  huy  it.” — -So  Chrift, 
together  with  bis  bleflings  in  the  gofpel,  is  a  pearl  of 
inefttmable  price,  which  being  once  dilcovered  by  one 
who  is  in  earned  feelang  after  bis  trued  happinefs,  be 
is  willing  to  part  with  all  the  riches  and  enjoyments  o£ 
this  world,  rather  than  not  obtain  a  property  in  him.  - 

47,  48,  49,  50.  Ojicc  more  he  added.  The  gofpel  of 
the  kingdom  is  like  a  net  caft  into  the  fea,  which  ga¬ 
thered  all  forts  of  fifli,  and  was  filled  with  good  and 
bad  together  :  And  when  the  filhermen.drcw  it  athore, 
they  Cat  down  to  feparate  them;  and  preferved  the  good, 
hot  threw  away  the  bad. — So  the  gofpel  is  preached 
prpraifououfly  to  ail  by  the  minillers  of-  Chrift,  whom 
he  has  made  filheis  of  men :  They  let  down  the  evan¬ 
gelical  net  at  his  command,  who  brings  many  fouls 
under  it;  and  by  means  thereof  a  viGble  church  is  ga¬ 
thered,  confiding  of  true  believers  and  hypocrites;  But 
at  the  end  of  the.  world,  when  the  gofpel- minijbyfhall 
have  fully  accompliftied  its  defign,  the  holy  angels  fhatl 
be  font  to  feparate  the  hypocrites  from  the  righteous  : 
And  then,  as  they  who  have  the  . grace  of  God  in  truth 
(hail,  by  the  miniftry  of  angels,  be  lately  lodged  in 
heaven;  lb  nominal  profeflars  fli^ll  be  caft  into  hell ; 
where  will  be  terrible  agony  and  wo,  defpair  and  rage  ; 
and  where  they  will  have  a  long  eternity  to  lament  their 
fin  and  folly,  in  taking  up  with  an  external  farm  of 
godlinefsy  and  at  the  lame  time  denying  the  power  there¬ 
of  (2  Tim.  iii.  5.) 

51  When  Jefus  bad  fpoken  all  thefe  parables,  he,  to 
try  his  difciples,  and  (hew  his  great  readinelsto  inftruct 
them,  a  Iked,  whether  they  utiderftood  the  meaning  of 
them  all  ?  And  they  anfwercd,  like  perfons  fcnfiblc  of 
their  obligations  to  his  favour.  Lord,  we  do. 

52  Then,  as  a  practical  improvement  of  the  whole, 
he  fa  id  in  another  parable  to  them,  See  therefore  that 
ye  faithfully  communicate  what  ye  know  to  others,  as 
becomes  gofpel-minifter,-,  who  fucceed  the  feribes  in 
thejr  olfice  ;  For  every  preacher  in  my  kingdom,  who 

G  3  U 
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#  nan  that  it 
40  Ircufch  older  * 
i’Wch  bnnjjinh 
forth  out  t>f  hi) 
uesfhre  thijtgi 
nevr  and  old* 


jj  Aodicctnrw 
to  imKj  that  when 
Jdm  had  fiiiilhrf 
theft  pan  bits,  he 
H  deponed  thence. 

j4  And  when 
he  «jt5  come  into 
1&  own  ftiQfitrf, 
he  Utiflfrt  (beat  in 
ih  Jr  ^n^^gnct 
iniomueh  t.ut 
they  were  alloi 
rifted,  and  faid, 
VHieua  hath  this 
si  tit  rhhwiTdom, 
^nd  thefe  midiiy 
works? 

55  Is  not  this 
Ac  eirpeatCT1* 
£m?  is  not  his 
motW  coiled 
Wa*r?  end  hts 
tethran  James , 
tod  Jofe*»arwlSi~ 
VWij  and  Jodis? 

j6  And  has 
fitters,  are  they 
not  all  with  its? 
whence  tbeo  hath 
thb  man  ail  theft 
things  ? 

IT  And  they 
ware  offended  in 
him.  But  Jefia* 
tad  onto  (hem, 
A  prophet  b  not 
wit!  wui  hoi'ionr, 
five  in  his  own 
country,  and  tn 
his  own  hfiuic. 


jS  And  he  did 
Ml  many  mighty 
port*  there,  be- 
hjJc  of  their  an- 
IbJUL 


is  himfelf  well  inltrufted  in  the  great  truths  of  religion* 
may  be  likened  to  a  good  Houle  keeper  who  lays  up 
new  and  old  (tores  to  fpend  them  upon  the  family  as 
there  may  be  occafion  \  to  fhquld  he  be  laying  up  trea~ 
fures  of  uirine  truth  in  hU  mind  and  heart*  that  out  of 
the  Old  and  New  Teftaments*  and  out  of  new  and  old 
inftruetions,  obferrations,  and  experiences*  he  may 
bring  forth  doctrines  fuited  to  all  perfons  and  cafes*  as 
may  be  molt  feafnnable  and  advantageous. 

.  53  And  when  Jefus  had  gone  through  all  thefe  pa¬ 

rables*  he  left  thofc  parts  : 

54  And  returning  to  Nazareth*  his  own  country* 
where  he  had  been  brought  up*  and  rejected  before*  he 
preached  ro  the  people  on  the  fabbath-day  {MarkyU  i.) 
in  their  fynagogue*  with  fuch  wifdom  and  authority* 
that  they*  who  knew  his  family  and  education*  were  a- 
mazed  to  think  that  he  fhould  talk  and  aft  at  fuch  a  fi> 
prtiur  rate*  and  faid,  How  is  it  poflxble*  that  fo  mean 
and  contemptible  a  man  (hould  oe  mafter  of  all  this 
knowledge*  and  (hould  be  able  to  do  fuch  great  things 
to  confirm  what  he  lays  ? 

55,  5 <5.  Is  not  Joftpb,  the  poor  carpenter*  hh  Fa¬ 
ther  i  and  is  not  (he  his  mother*  whom*  without  any 
manner  of  ceremony*  we  commonly  call.  Mary  ?  Are 
they  not  people  of  ordinary*  low  rank*  and  of  no  ac¬ 
count  amongft  us  ?  And  as  for  all  the  reft  of  his  near- 
eft  kindred,  Jamu  and  Jef*sf  Simon  and  Judah  and 
his  female  relations*  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  xii,  46*}  do 
not  we  know  them  all  ?  are  they  not  a  parcel  of  mean 
and  ignorant  creatures*  of  no  figure  or  learning  ?  How 
then  comes  this  man  to  pretend  to  fuch  high  things  as 
thefe  } 

57  And  they*  on  thefe  accounts*  (tumbled  at  him* 
contemned  him  in  their  hearts*  and  flighted  his  gofpeh 
But  Jefus  defpifed  the  frame  j  and*  gently  reproving 
them  for  thdr  unrealbnable  prejudices  againft  him*  laid* 
A  prophet  is  ufually  received  with  more  honour  and 
advantage  among  {hangers*  who  juftly  form  their  judg¬ 
ment  of  him  by  the  excellence  of  his  doftrine  and  works* 
than  among  his  own  countrymen*  acquaintance*  and 
near  kindred*  who  unrigbtenufly  judge  of  him  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  former  mean  appearances,  and  envy  any  new 
honours-  that  are  put  upon  him*  how  much  foever  he 
may  be  worthy  of  them. 

58  And  therefore  Jefus  worked  but  few  miracles  a- 
mong  this  people*  not  from  any  deleft  of  power  in  him* 
felf,  but  becaufc  of  their  provoking  unbelief*  whereby 
they  obdioatcly  njefted  hie  doftrine,  and  the  wonders 

he 


Ch.  xii.  The  Evangel!/}  Matthew  p&raphrafed*  jej 

be  bad  wrought,  which  were  abuudsatly  ftiJficient  to 
confirm  it* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

Of  how  much  greater  value  is  the  guTpel,  than  all  the  roW  of  Opbtr!  It  i«  full 
of  the  richeftmiaes  of  knowledge  and  grace;  Ctarilt  andulvatton  are  its  precious 
treafure;  and  things  new  and  okt  maybe  drawn  from  thence  fiw  a  ftipply  of  every 
want :  It  lies  open  to  all,  but  with  various  fuocefe;  to  fomc  it  is  a  Utout  of  life 
unto  life,  and  to  others  of  death  unto  death  ±  It  is  of  little  importance  whether  it 
be  preached  in  placet  fet  apart  for  religious  worflup,  or  in  a  common  houfc  or 
fhip^  or  on  the  fea-fhore;  the  great  concern  is*  how  it  is  heard  and  received : 
And,  alas!  How  many  are  there  who  ddpifir  and  rejeft  it !  how  mmy  who  neither 
underhand  nor  confident  \  and  how  many  who  fcou  lofe  the  good  they  Itemed  to 
Have  got  by  itl  Ah  hard  and  treacherous  hearts,  and  wretched  unbelief  i  and  ah 
mtfchicTOUS  temptations  of  Satan,  and  of  thisevtl  world,  that  hide  its^lory  from 
us,  that  prevent  or  iUfle  its  good  impreifions  upon  us,  that  fhut  us  out  from  its 
bteffiiigs,  and  that  endanger  our  being  deprived  of  the  pofpe!  itfdf,  or  our  being 
faded  np  under  judicial  bardnefs  to  cvcrUftiug  deftrutfion  f  But,  blefled  be  Coo, 
there  are  fomc  to  whom  it  is  given  to  know  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom :  The 
golpet  Jhatl  make  its  way  through  all  opposition*  and  leaven  many  fouls  into  its 
own  likenefs;  and  when  once  the  feed  of  grace  is  planted  in  the  heart*  though  it 
beeverfofii^liRitsfiriibcgnminra,  it  fliall  maintain  itsgroumlj  andflourhhja- 
to  perfection*  WbOe  faints  mid  Rimers  6t  utvder  the  rainiftry  of  the  word,  and 
true  beKevtn  and  hypocrites  mingle  together  in  the  vifiblc  church,  under  a  pro* 
fdflon  of  Ch  rift's  name,  it  is  hard  in  many  inftanecs  for  us  to  diftmgutfti  them : 
But  they  are  ail  known  taGod,  and  ihall  he  made  known  in  the  day  of  judgment* 
then  there  dull  be  an  entire  feparation  between  them :  And  O  happy  they  who 
fhall  be  bound  up  hi  the  bundle  of  life)  The  bundles  of  tares  ihaU  be  cad  into  de¬ 
vouring  Barnes* 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Herod's  opinion  of  Cbriftf  and  an  account  of  John  the  Baptift’j  m/rvV 
Jonment  and  deaths  I,— 12*  C&rijPs  feeding  Jive  thou  fa  nd  with  Jive 
loaves  and  t wo  fjbesf  14,-21*  His  walking  on  the  feay  zz% — 33. 
And  healing  many  Jick3  34, — 36. 


Tin, 

AT  that  time 

Horod  the 
frtraith  beard  of 


the  fame  of  Jc- 
fur, 


%  And  laid  mi¬ 
ce  lit*  frcV*Qt*» 
This 


Paraphrase. 

TD  Y  this  time,  ChrUPs  difciplcs  having  gone  forth  to 
"  preach  the  gofpel  and  work  miracles  in  his  name* 
(LuJte  n.  6*  7.)  his  fame  was  fs  much  fpread  abroad* 
that  it  readied  the  court,  and  came  to  the  ears  of  He- 
rod*  who  was  governor  of  Galilee  t»  under  the  Roman 
emperor*  and  was  the  fon  of  Herod  the  Great  that  flew 
the  infants  at  SetbUhem. 

2  And  when  he  heard  of  Jefus,  and  the  divers  opi¬ 
nions  people  had  of  him*  his  guilty  conference  fmotc 
him  for  having  killed  John  the  Raptift.  Therefore*  in 
the  terror  of  his  mind*  he  faid  to  his  courtiers*  I  cannot 

help 

NOTE. 


t  A  Trthwck,  ftrifthr  fpcaking,  was  rither  a  governor  of  the  foarih  pare  of  a  kin**- 
dam  ;  or  one  this  held  the  fourth  risk  of  dignity  in  thci&sflwii  empire.  See  the  note  nat 
lake  ui.  I* 


ic4  72e 

Tht*  Ur  John  the 
Jbptifti  he.  if  ri- 
jcnfn>cnik«de4d'r 
«nd  there  fort 
mighty  wqrfcs  dQ 
mew  forth  Ihen- 
6Jra  in  him. 

3  For  Herod 
had  bid  hold  on 

([ohtij  and  bound 
lim,  aojpqt  him 
in  prilqn  tor  He- 
ra&u’fMcc,  hi* 
brother  Philip 's 
yife. 

4  For  John  (air! 
Unto  h*rn,  It  U 
not  Lnyfni  for  thee 
to  have  her* 

’  5  And  when 
he  woohr  have 

put  him  todcjrb, 
hefunsdthcTDuU 
t«udc  t  becaufe 
they-  co  untpdhiip 
a#  a  prophet, 

.  6,  But  when 
Hcrad's  birthday 

Wfcfpt,  i  he 
dfiB£ httr  of  He- 
Todj**  ibnoM  be¬ 
fore  tbtm,  and 
jftiSBff  ffcrod. 

j  'Whemipon 
he  propu&fL  with 
an  oath/ to  give 
her  *  tut  Jbcrcr  (be 
would  aflei 

B  ^,ni  flic;  be¬ 
ing  before  in* 
(traded  of  ber 
fn  other ,  iaid  , 
^hf  ibe  here 
J6hn  Baptise 
hewj'ift  g  durgtr. 

ft  And  the 
King  (wry; 
iievtfrthefe  t  fiv 
the-  oul/j  fake, 
and  them  which 
1st  .with  him  at . 
*n tat  i  he  ttun- 
limndrd'fr  be 
Jop. 


EvanjcVijl  Matthew  parapbrafed .  Ch.  xiv. 

help  thinking  bat  that  this  is  John  whom  I  beheaded  : 
He  is>  furely  rifea  from  the  dead,  and  endued  with  more 
extraordinary  power  than  he  had  before  5  and  therefore 
thefe  wonderful  miracles  are  now  wrought  by  him  to 
jollify  his  character*  and  J  wifh  he  he  not  come  to  re¬ 
venge  himfelf  on  me. 

3,  4.  For  this  Herod  had  taken  John  up,  and  order* 
fd  him  to  bfc  bound,  and  committed  to  prifofi,  to  gra¬ 
tify  his  own  refentments,  and  to  pleafe  Heredias  his 
brother  Philip's  wife ;  becaufe  he  had  married  her,  and 
John  freely  told  him  that  it  was  utterly  unlawful  lo  to 
do,  her  hufband  Philip  himfelf  being  then  alive,  and 
having  had  children  by  her.  (See  tPbithy.) 

5  Herod  was  hereby  fo  highly  provoked  at  John,  that 
he  had  ’a  great  mind  to  put  him  to  deaths  but  was  a- 
ftaid  to  venture  upon  it,  partly  from  the  checks  of  his 
ova  confidence,  and  the  veneration  he  had  for  him ; 
and  partly  from  an  apprehenGon  that  it  might  raife  a 
mutiny  among  the  people,  who  uuirerfally  efteemed 
and  honoured  him  as  a  holy  and  infpired  prophet. 

6  But  X  about  an  year  and  half  ^htrjchn'o  imprifon- 
ment,  when  Herod  was  celebrating- his  binh-day  with 
feafting  and  jollity  among  his  friends,  there  was  a  ball 
in  honour  of  the  day  3  and  the  daughter  of  Heredias 
danced..  £q  ..finely  -before  the  company,  that  Herod  was 
vaftiy  delighted  with  her ; 

7  Upon  Iwhich  he  engaged  himfelf,  by  a  ralh  oath, 
to  grant  her  any  requeft  (he  fhould  make,  though  it 
fbould  cofl  him  half  his  kingdom,  {Mark  vi.  33.) 

8  Immediately  Hie  con  felted  bar  mother,  what  to 
afk.in  fuch  a  favourable  j  uudtirc  ;  and  her  mother,  ha¬ 
ving  this  opportunity  tb  get  rid  of  her  fears  from  John's 
reproofs,  and  to  glut  her  cruel  revenge,  ordered  her  to 
beg  that  the  head  of  John  the  Bapsijt  might  be  prefented 
to  her  id  a  difh-j  accordingly  (he  went  hack  with  this 
requeft. 

9  And  as  foon  as  (he  mentioned  it  to  the  king,  he 
was  furprifed  and  troubled  at  it  3  and  yet,  as  if  confer¬ 
ence  were  more  concerned  in  keeping  his  wicked  oath 
than  in  breaking  it,  he,  even  on  the  festival  of  his  birth¬ 
day,  ordered  the  moiiftroufly  (hocking  facrifice  to  -be 
made  to  his  own  and  Heredias *  vengeance,  under  pre¬ 
tence  that  he  could  not  in  honour  refufe  it,  becaufe  he 
bad  foleranly  fworn  to  the  young  dapifel,  in  the  pretence 

of 

VOTE. 

i  It  is  com  puled,  f.ys  Mr  Uteri  on  the  pUce,  that  he  lay  a  year  and  half  a  cfefe  prifoncr, 
which  mi  abMit-as  outli  lime  as  lac  ba4  fpent  in  his  public  miailtry,  from  his  ii.it  crtnius 
ffu.it,  . .  ■■ 


Ch:  xto 


id  And  he 
fait,  udbchtadr 
cd  John,  ui  the 
piifort. 

%  1  And  his 
btai  ww  brought 
is  X  charger,  an d 
given  h>  the  dam- 
let  ;  and  Ok 
brought  if  19  her 
mother. 


is  An<lhfcdi~ 
fdples  came*  and 
took  up-  the  bo- 
djt  arid  buried  it, 
and  went  and  told 
Jcfiih. 

13  When  Jc- 
hshurdo/if,  he 
departed  thence 
by  fhip  intn  a  de- 
fart  place,  apart : 
and  when  the  peo¬ 
ple  had-*  heard 
tkrmft  they  fad* 
|u«oi  htm  on  foot 
Pit  of  the  cities 


14  And  Jefus 
went  forth,,  aqd 
few  a  great  mul¬ 
titude,  and  was 
mo  red  with  com- 
ptflioa  coward 
them ,  and  he 
hcakd  their  tick. 

it  And  when 
it  vit  evening, 
hi*  difdpJcFCame 
to  him,  laying. 
This  is  a  defat 
place,  and  tlie 
time  i b  uow  paft ; 
faad  the  multi¬ 
tude  away,  that 
they  may  go  into 
Lhc  village*,  and 
buy  thcmfclves 

virtual** 


7!fc  IfaaSgw/ yt  Matthew  faraphrafcd.  to; 

of  the  whole  company,  that  be  would  grant  whatfoever 
{he  ftiould  dk. 

10  Accordingly  he  font  to  the  prifon ;  aDd,  without 
any  forms  of  law,  tyrannically  caufed  John  to  be  private¬ 
ly  beheaded  there. 

1 1  And  the  head  of  that  holy  good  man,  which  was 
worth  more  than  the  heads  of  -Herod  and  all  his  court, 
was  brought -in  a  difh,  and  presented  to  the  young  lady} 
and  Ate  carried  it  to  her  mother,  that  they,  putting 
off  all  the  tendemefs  of  their  fex,  and  all  the  honour 
of  their  exalted  Ration,  might  barbaroutly  triumph  o~ 
■  ver  it. 

12  And  when  Johns  difciples  heard  what  was  done, 
they,  to  teftify  their  affe£tion  and  refpeQ,  went,  and 
taking  away  the  body,  decently  buried  it j  and  then 
repaired  to  Jefus,  to  give  him  an  account  .of  the  tragi¬ 
cal  ftory. 

13  As  foon  as  Jefus  heard,  not  only  how  Herod  had 
murdered  John,  but  likewife  the  opinion  he  had  offals 
being  rifen  again  from  the  dead,  (ver.  2.)  be,  to  avoid 
the  rage  and  jealoufy  of  this  cruel  tyrant*  and  to  gain 
a  little  fefpitc  for  himfelf  and  his  difciples,  went  aboard 
a  vd&lj  and  raffed  privately  with  them  over  the  lea  of 
Galilee  to  the  defart  of  Bttbfaida  f,  (Luke  ix»  to.)  which 
lay  in  the  province  of  Philip,  who  was  a  milder  prince  : 
But  as  -he  could  not  eafily  be  concealed,  the. people, 

-  having  learnt  whither  he  was  going,  flocked  after  him 
with  alifpeed  from  (ercral  cities  a -foot,  taking  a  com- 
pafs  by  land,  and  got  thither  even  before  him.  { Mark 
▼*-  33-)  .  . 

14  And  Jefos,-  at  his  landing,  law  a  vaft  multitude 

gathered  together ;  and  finding  fevers!  lick  and  weak 
perfons  among  them  whole  faith  brought  them  thither 
for  a  cure,  he,  in  the  greatnds  of  his  compaffiop, 
healed  them,  as  well  as  preached  to  the  people.  -  {Mark 
w.  34*)  - 

15  And  toward  evening,  his  difciples  came  and  de¬ 
filed  him  to  diliiufs  the  company,  that  they  might  go 
to  (he  near  eft  towns  or  villages  they  could  come  at, 
and  provide  neceflary  refrdhments  for  themfclves  ;  be¬ 
cause  the  day  was  far  fpent,  and  they  were  in  a  iblitary 
part  of  the  country,  which  afforded  no  provifions  to 
fupply  their  wants,  and  prevent  their  fainting,  or  fuf- 
ferine  in  their  health,  for  lack  of  proper  fuftenancc  in 
due  leafon. 

16  But 


NOTE. 

f  The  irfert  of  Bethfdie  ***  In  Trac&tmlil,  of  vhiefa  PWfy  was  Trtrarch,  Lute  iii.  1. 

f  Chilli's 


t€  But  Ticfat 
Aid  unto  them. 
They  need  not 

F**  7* 
them  to  at 


if  And  they 
fty  unto  Mm , 
We  bivc  here  hot 
fine  loms*  ud 
ttefito 

iS  He  Aid, 
Firing  (hem  hither 
t*  m. 


19  Ad4  he 
cwmniuuted  the 
tnnhilude  to  fit 
dawn  irntbc  graft, 
sad  took  the  five 
the 


ictf  JBe  EvangtHft  Matthew  paraphraftd,  Cb.  sir. 

16  But  Jefus,  rdblring  in  htmfelf  what  to  do,  faid 
to  then?,  for  the  trial  of  that  faith,  and  making  his  in¬ 
tended  miracle  the  more  confpkaous,  There  is  no  ne- 
ceflity  that  they  fhould  either  be  diftrefTed  with  hunger, 
or  go  to  buy  piovifiont  for  themfelves ;  let  them  partake 
of  your  food. 

17  Upon  which  they  aafwered,  AU  that  we  have  is 
only  five  barley  loaves,  and  two  fmall  fiihea  ;  a  little 
ordinary  fare,  juft  enough  for  ourfelves :  What  will  tbefe 
do  toward  feeding  fo  great  a  company  ?  (John  vi.  9.) 

18  But  Jefus,  for  the  farther  trial  of  their  faith,  and 
manifestation  of  his  own  power  and  goodnets,  faid  to 
them.  How  little  foever  your  provifions  are,  bring  them 
to  me,  that  I  may  difpofe  of  them  as  1  fee  fit. 

19  And  then,  ordering  the  people  to  fit  down  in  fe¬ 
ver  al  ranks  upon  the  grau,  he,  in  a  religious  manner, 
looked  up  to  heaven,  and  craved  a  blewng  anon  the 
food,  giving  thanks  f  to  his  Father  for  it,  ana  fan&i- 

t*o  fiiha,  and  fying  it  f°r  prefent  ufe  by  the  word  and  prayer,  there* 
lookuauptehca*  in  letting  us  an  example :  And  when  he  came  to  break 
*5* ,  _LWe(I“tj  the  bread  and  the  fithes,  they  by  an  a&  of  bis  divine 
*•“  the  taro"  »  purer  and  will  increafed  under  his  hand,  who  gave 
them  to  his  dtfciples,  and  they  diftriboted  them  to  the 
multitude. 

20,  21.  And  fo  wonderful  was  the  tncreafe  of  tbit 
fmall  quantity  of  provifions,  that  though  the  number 
that  eat  of  it  uras  five  thoufand  men,  befides  women 
and  children,  there  was  enough  to  give  them  all  a  full 
meal,  with  a  remainder  of  as  many  fragments  as  filled  { 
twelve  brfkets,  one  for  each  apoftle;  and  fo  they  were 
no  Infers,  nor  were  they  above  eating  the  broken  meat 
that  was  left. 

22  The  people  were  fo  affe&ed  with  this  miracle, 
that  they  immediately  thought  of  fetting  up  Chrift  for 
a  king,  {Job n  vi.  15.)  who  coaid  lb  cafily  fubfift  an 
army  without  any  charge}  and  the  di&iple* notions  a- 
bout  temporal  dominion,  were  ftrong  enough  to  difpofe 
them  to  join  in  the  dcGgn  :  But  to  prevent  fuch  an  at* 

temp, 

NOTES. 

the  food,  is  called  bis  God  of  rotors,  who  hid  a  power  inherent  in 


fhndifciplcSi  tod 
the  difeipkt  to 
the  srakhodc* 
iq  And  they 
did  all  cat,  and 
were  filled:  ami 
thtytook  op  of 
liie  fragments 
that  ivnuined  , 
twelve  haflgti 
full, 

11  And  they 
that  had  nten 
vtic  about  five 
dvro&nd  men , 
fic&kt  women 
mad  children*  . 
as  Andftmght- 
vray  Jefus  con* 
United 


t  CJmfTs  % 
rittjsg  tbanki  in  a  Hike  cafe,  (chap*  *v„  $6. 
Afar*  vEii.  tf.)  and  :□  this  very  cafe,  (Tot* 
vi.  ii.)  And  this,  as  appears  to  me,  related 
in  his  aflring  >  blefltng,  u  was  ufo*L>  upon 
Jet  meals,  and  not  to  ha  praying  for  a  mtra* 
cukrm  multi  plication  of  the  food  :  For  I  do 
not  find  ifcai  our  Lord  ever  wrought  his  mi* 
radcs  by  an  application  to  hn  Father  for  af* 
fi  fence;  but  be  coumoaily  managed  them 
i*  a  fo meigo,  in dependant  way,  lit*  the 


hhnftlf  to  perform  them  whenever  he  pka- 
Jed  ;  And  t*  the  widow's  oil  bereded  lo  the 
pouring  it  oat,  (s  Jftjtjj  iv*  4*  drr,}  fo  it  fa 
probable  that  Chrift,  by  his  creating  power, 
multiplied  this  food  m  breaking  It*  bee  the 
note  on  iWerivui  7. 

}  Some  think  that  cadi  apoltb  carried  a 
ba&iu  with  him,  as  the  yew  were  wont  to 
do  when  they  travelled, 

fTfac 


Qi*  xiv.  Tbt  EiHmgiRJt  Matthew  farapbrafij*  107 

Era iwjdbinflftJ-  tempt*  he  obliged  them,  againft  tbefr  own  will*  to  gee 
into  a  boat  by  thcmfelves*  and  row  over  the  £»  of  Ga~ 
lilt*  {Murk  vi,  48*)  whilfi  he  ftaid  behind  them  to  dif- 
mils  the  reft  of  the  company*  who  would  then  be  the 
more  caflly  prevailed  upon  to  go  home* 

23  And*  when  be  had  got  rid  of  the  multitude,  he 
fc*  h*ft **■*  retired  into  a  mountain  to  pray  to  his  Father  in  fccret  5 
mdutudes  My*  anj  there  continued*  atone*  pouring  out  his  foul  to  him, 
and  keeping  up  holy  communion  with  him*  till  it  was 
night;  the  fcamd  evening,  which  began  at  the  fun* 
fating,  {Exact*  xih  6.  and  Dent*  xvi.  6*)  being  then 
come  on* 

34  By  this  time  the  difciples  had  reached  to  about 
the  middle  of  the  fea  ;  but  a  terrible  (term  anting,  and 
the  wind  being  againft  them*  their  boat  was  tcdfcd  a* 
bout  by  the  boifierous  waves*  and  they  were  in  great 
jeopardy  ef  their  lives*  and  conld  not  get  forward* 

25  But  (a)  when*  after  long  toiling,  they  were  in 
the  greareft  extremity  and  danger,  Jefus*  like  the  God 
wbdfc  peculiar  property  it  is  to  tread  upon  the  waves  of 
the  fee*  (Job  ix.  8*)  went  to  them  f  toward  the  morning* 
and  walked  upon  the  tumultuous  waters  as  if  he  had 
been  on  dry  land* 

26  When  the  difciplcs  law  him  walking  upon  the 
furface  of  the  lake*  and,  for  want  of  more  light,  could 
not  eafily  diftinguiftt  him*  they  were  in  great  confter- 
nation,  fuppofing  it  to  be  an  apparition  of  fome  evil 
fpirit;  and,  in  their  fright*  cried  out  like  perftms  in  di* 
fltrefs  and  expectation  of  feme  mifehief  to  befal  them* 

27  Bat  Jefus*  who  came  for  their  relief*  immediate¬ 
ly  undeceived  and  comforted  them*  faying*  wirh  his 
ufual  voice*  which  they  were  well  acquainted  with*  It 
is  I  j  take  courage*  and  do  not  be  difmayed*  either  at 
this  my  appearance  to  you*  or  at  the  danger  of  the 
ftorm,  from  which  I  am  come  to  fave  you* 

28  Hereupon*  they  beginning  to  recover  from  their 
fuTprifr  and  terror*  Petert  who  was  always  mod  forward 
among  the  difeiples  to  fhew  his  zeal  and  courage*  faid* 
Lord*  if  it  be  thou  indeed*  command  and  enable  me  to 
come  to  thee  walking  upon  the  water*  in  the  fame  man* 
ner  as  thou  doth 

29  And  Jefus*  that  he  might  try  his  faith*  convince 
him  of  its  weaknefs*  aod  at  length  confirm  it,  faid  to 
him.  Come  tbeu,  as  yoo  have  defired :  And  as  loon  at 
Peter  went  down  from  the  boat*  the  power  of  Cbrift  Co 

far 

NOTE. 

f  The  Jtvs  ordinarily  divided  theftr  night  only  into  three  watehn;  and  ttrou  tried  tb m 
fourth,  inm  abort  tbtec  o*dodt,  iq  Msvig  to  the  wonting  rather  dun  to  the  night,  (Mart 
liiii  3j.)  V)d*  Lqktf*  Her.  Mr* 


pica  to  get  into  a 
Grip,  and  to  go 
before  hint  amo 
the  other  fide, 
while  he  lent  the 
iDuhitndu  awwy. 
ij  And  when 


he  went  «p  Into 
a  mountain  apart 
Vo  pray  :  and 
when  the  evening 
•u  come,  ft*  was 
tbcvtafanc. 

14  filKlltcfltip 
wa*  now  10  the 
mid  ft  of  the  fa, 
lofted  with  warm 
for  the  wind  vu 
contrary. 

aj  And  to  the 
forth  witch  of 
Ac  night,  Jefus 
went  unto  them, 
walking  oo  the 
fo 


sf  And  when 
the  di  triple*  few 
him  walking  on 
the  fea ,  they 
were  mnhlcd  T 
faying,  (t  ii  a  fpi* 
rit  ;  and  they 
cried  out  for  fear* 
ay  Batftnighc- 
way  Jefu*  fpake 
unto  them,  fay¬ 
ing,  of  good 
cheer;  itislj  he 
not  afraid. 


aS  And  Peter 
infwendbinmd 
bid,  Lord,  if  it 
be  ebon,  bid  me 
come  unto  thee, 
on  the  water. 


t  atf  And  he 
jfriil,  Come.  And 
when  Peter  wu 
comedown  ootof 
the 
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the  ftiijj,  he  walk* 
cd  on  the  water, 
to  gO  to  JtfuA. 

*o  But  when 
be  law  the  wind 
bciflfrtnw,  he  was 
iiiJjJ  ;  and  lw~ 
fiinmnj  to  ftnkf 
be  cried,  frying, 
JUrJ,  frv<  me. 

31  And  ini- 

mediately  Jcuu 
iirctcbaTronh  tit 

hnr^i,  and  caught 
hamf  and  fiid  an- 
to  him,  O  thou 
of  I Uzlt  faith  t 
wherefore  tlidJt 
tbon  doubt  l 


jz  And  when 
they  were  come 
into  the  Blip,  the 
wind  ceaitxL 


far  upheld  bhn,  tbatbe  really  did  walk  upon  the  water 
toward  his  Lord. 

30  But,  notwithftanding  this  experience  of  extraor- 
din  ary  fupport,  when  he  felt  the  force  of  the  wind  and 
the  fwsliings  of  the  fea,  his  unbelieving  fears  dampt  his 
fpirits,  and  nude  him  begin  to  (ink;  upon  which  he 
cried  out  with  great  eameftnefe,  Lord,  help  me,  or  elfo 
I  mult  inevitably  perilb. 

31  And  Chriit  heing  as  ready  toallift  him  as  he  was 
to  alk  it,  immediately  reached  out  -  his  hand,  and 
took  hold  .of  him  to  encourage  and  fecure  him ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  reproved  him  for  his  unbelief,  laying. 
After  you  knew  that  it  was  I,  and  had  experienced  my 
power  in  carrying  you  16  far  through  yOnr  danger, 
why,  O  man  of  weak  and  wavering  faith,  Ihould  you 
ncverthelef^  doubt  of  my  further  .care  to  preserve  you 
amidft  the  moil  threatening  ctreumftances  that  could  at* 
tend  you  ? 

32  Then  they  went  together  into  the  boat  •,  and,  at 
that  very  inftant,  the  ftoimy  winds  and  waves  were 
turned  into  a  perfe£t  calm. 


33  Then  they  33  And  at  this  miraculous  alteration  in  a  moment, 
Xfp,  W«min  ^  allthilt  were  in  the  vcffcl  fell  down  at  Ch  rift's  feet; 
worffa ipped  hha,  ®ndi  adoring  his  divine  power  and  companion,  laid, 
%iog,  or ■  truth  Thou  art  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  who  doett  what  none 
ofGirf*  ****  Son  hut  the  fovercign  Lord  of  the  univerfe  is  able  to  do. 

34  And  when  .  34  Now  when  Chriit  was  with  them,  they  loon 

the,  were  gone  reached  the  port  they  were  bound  for,  and  came  towards 
iwo’thc^fltiTof  ^‘aP^Tna'ltm>  into  the  country  of  Gentufarcth,  (John  vi. 
Geonciiim.  1 7>  and  Mark  vi.  53.)  where-  he  bad  been,  and  wrought 

miracles  before,  (chap*  viii.) 

jj  And  when  35  And  the  people  thereabouts,  knowing  what  great 
il^hVkn*^  things  Jefus  had  done,  and  that  he  was  returned  a- 
kdge  of  him ,  mongft  them,  Cent  the  good  tidings  to  all  the  inhahi* 
‘hty  fimi  oui  in.  rants  of  the  towns  and  villages'  in  mat  neighbourhood, 
w/imtM  ahonT  dealing  them  to  bring  their  Gck  to  him,  thar  he  might 
and  bnwghr  ur4  heal  them,’  wbatfoever  their  diftempers  were, 
to  him  *U  tb»t  36  And,  when  they  came,  they  had  fuch  a  reverence 
And  'he-  of  him,  fuch  faith  in  him,  and  fuch  a  fenfe  of  their 
him,  that  own  un  wort  hinds  of  his  taking  any  particular  notice 
if:«y  ir.:g(u  only  0f  them,  that  they  humbly  and  earneiUy  imreated  they 
vIprmLi :  might  only  be  allowed  to  touch  the  hem  of  bis  garmenr, 

touch,  which  they  believed  would  prove  effectual  to  heal  them  j 
nVre.LUtlepow  an(i  **  many  m  touched  it  with  this  faith,  were  irame- 
y  w  -  diately  and  perfeQiy  recovered  of  aU  their  difeafes. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

-  Sin  is  as  much  to  be  condemned  and  reproved  in  the  greateft,  as  In  the  mcaocft 
mea  upon  earth :  Bat  how  malignant  and  impetuous  u  its  rage  £  it  U  impatient 
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of  rc^rfdbf,  bnrfa through  all  bounds  of  humanity  and  honour,  ofjufttc*.  grati¬ 
tude  andyoodoefs*  of  reafoo  uul  confidence;  it  proceeds  from  oue  ftep  to ano- 
tbtrt  tiD  it. knows  narcftrainu,  but  wilt  venture  upon  rafti  and  unlawful  oaths, 
and  pretend  to  be  obliged,  by  fuefa  a  bond  of  iniquity,  to  commit  the  raoft  out- 
njeiocD  abominations*  And,  O  what  can  tell  to  what  lengths  the  Sirocr’e  lulls 
win  carrj  him,  in  the  ungnofded  hours  of  mirth  and  jollity  1  what  monftrous 
wickedncfs  will  not  man  commit,  if  God  do  not  withhold  biro !  Hut  O  how 
Hinging  is  the  remade*  when  confciencc,  like  //rrof  s,  is  awakened !— How 
happy  o  it  to  follow  the  Lamb  whitherfeerer  he  goes,  to  commit  mirfdv«  by  faith 
to  his  care  and  keeping,  to  wait  for  his  falvAtion,  and  to  imitate  his  goodoefs, 
wtiufe  power  and  companions  are  infinite,  who  afts  the  God,  feeds  the  hungry* 
heats  the  fide,  and  faves  in  times  of  the  ntmoft  extremity!  He  is  able  and  ready 
to  do  all  this  for  needy  ,  difea&d*  and  pertfhfog  fouls,  as  well  as  bodies;  and  there¬ 
fore  is  a  proper  objed  of  our  adoration  and  faith :  And  the  more  he  islrufied,  the 
better  his  honour  and  our  own  ftfety  and  comfort  are 'confuted*  In  all  our  fears, 
trouble*  and  dangers,  let  ns  fly  to  him  for  help :  How  great  foever  our  trials  may 
be,  the  leaft  faith  ihali  be  foccourcd  under  them;  and  great  faith  IhmU  entirely  o- 
veitome  them.  Lerdt  inertaft  ourjaitb. 


C  H  A  P.  XV. 

Chrijl  reproves  the  Pbarifees  for  their  traditions,  i, — 9.  States  the 
.  true-  notion  of  defilement ,  10, — 20.  Heals  the  woman  of  Canaan’s 
daughter,  2  (, — 26.  Heals  multitudes  of  their  difeafes,  29, — 31. 
And  feeds  four  thoufaeul  with  feven  loaves  and  a  few  jmatl  fijhes3 
3a>~3  9- 

Tin.  Parafhbase. 

COon  after  the  things  before-mentioned,  certain  Jew* 
tribe,  and  Pha-  ^  ijh  doftors  and  Pharifees ,  members  of  the  fanhedrim 
nto, which  wen  at  Jerusalem,  by  whofe  authority  matters  of  religion  u  fed 
j>u£,C,11<:ilfin>,£iy*  to  **  **cnninedf  came  from  thence  to  Jefas ;  and,  not 
**  being  able  to  fix  a  charge  of  his  haring  broke  any  com¬ 

mands  of  God,  they  would  pick  a  quarrel  with  him  for 
breaking  the  canons  which  they  ihemfelves  had  efta- 
btifhed,  laying, 

iWbydotfty  .  a  Why  do  you,  who  pretend  to  lb  much  religion, 
ndG^tndkbn  your  difciples  to  tranfgrefs  the  laws  and  traditions 
fnXedam?  for  of  our  anceftors,  and  of  the  chief  governors  of  the  church? 
the,  writ  not  For  they  have  ordained,  that  men  fhould  always  wailt 
Act  uTujo!”  t*ie*T  ^an<^  before  meat,  to  prevent  defilement  by  toueb- 
*  ing  their  food ;  and  yet  your  dtfciples  pay  no  manner 
of  regard  to  this  injunction. 

5  8m  be  to-  3  But  he  anfwering,  fatd  to  them.  Let  me  aflc  you 
iwed  and  &id  another  queftion,  which  is  much  more  difficult  for  you 
do  yonaUb  irui£  to  anfwerj  and  that  is,  Why  dove,  in  your  high  zeal 
{left  thv  wn  -  for  human  traditions,  tranfgrefe  the  commands  of  God 
maodmcfitoASod  himfdf  ?  Which  is  beft,  to  have  a  ftrifl  regard,  as  my 
by  younrad>cion>  have,  to  the  divine  law,  and  neglect  your  fu- 

perftitious  injunctions  ^  or,  like  you,  to  be  exact  ob-. 
fervers  of  tbefe,  and  make  no  ccnfciencc  of  that,  even 
in  things  of  natural  obligation  l 


4  Ft.r 
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4  For  Cod  4  For  God  himfeif  has  given  a  moral  command, 
fag!' Honour  rtiy  «•  I20  that  children  Ihould  honour  and  obey 

farhtr  and  mi-  their  patents ;  Ihould  Ihew  them  all  tefti monies  of  filial 
S««  curftfh  /»*  afFedtion  and  refpedt ;  and,  in  cafe  they  need  it,  Ihould 
tfnr  oT mother"  Prov^e  f°r  therm,  in  return  for  all  their  former  tare  and 
hi  him  die  the  coft,  and  for  the  capacities  they  received  from  them  of 
getting  and  enjoying  what  they  thcmfelves  have  :  And 
God  has  fo  folemnly  guarded  this  law  of  nature  and  e* 
quity,  as  likewise  to  order,  by  a  pofitive  precept,  that 
the  difobedient  fon,  (*  who  fpeakscontemptu* 

oufly  of  his  father  or  mother,  and  uf«  them  ill,  thali 
furcly  bfc  put  to  death,  (F.xod.  xxi.  17.) 
t  Rut  yt  hy>  5,  6.  But  ye,  by  your  traditions,  fay,  That  whatever 
t!*11  m3^  the  neceflities  of  parents,  if  a  man  once  binds 
« femother, 'if  himfeif  by  an  oath  or  vow  to  devote  to  religious  ufes 
a  a  gift  by  what-  what  he  might  have  fpared  for  the  relief  of  his  poor  fa* 
HflT'u'^ro^ud  t^ier  or  m°ther,  he  is  thereby  difeharged  from  the  ohli- 
hy  me,  pr°  *  gation  of  applying  it  to  their  ufe,  and  thereby  paying 
a  And  honour  the  honour  and  reipefl  due  to  them;  and  fo,  by  your 
not  hi*  father  or  human  traditions,  ve  make  void  the  exprefs  command* 
full  be  fret.  Thu*  ment  of  bod. 

Aive  ye  made  the  7  O  ye  hypocritical  pretenders  to  religion,  and  fu- 
God°of 'n ooT <f ^  P^tflitious  observers  of  invented  ceremonies  for  external 
toil  by  your  in-  Father  than  for  interna!  purity,  well  may  the  prophecy 
4i*icn.  of  Ifaiah  be  applied  to  you,  when  God,  fpeaking  by  him, 

y  hyp°  ■  favs.  1 1  fee.  ii,\ 


ertta  wel|VI?id  (If?'  XXIX-  13.) 

Efibj  pntphefy  8  This  people  talk  much  of  religion,  and  make  an 
•f  you,  fating,  outward  fpecious  appearance  of  worshipping  and  honour* 

drmwoh  ni^oa*  *nE  tnc>  by  their  Hp-fervice,  and  ceremonious  a£ts  of 
10  me  with  thrir  devotion;  and  yet  their  hearts  arc  eftnnged  from  me 
oiourh,  and  ho-  in  their  in  moll  temper,  exercife,  and  defigns. 
thei^lipT*  9  ®ut  while  they  with-hold  from  me  the  homage  of 

rbetr  heiit^is  far  lhcir  fouls,  and,  inftead  of  making  my  preferiptions 
fcem  m«.  the  only  rule  of  their  religion,  fet  up  human  inven¬ 
ts  do  wrfblp  t‘ons  an<*  comDian<l9»  f°mc  °f  which  are  dire&ly  con- 
me,  teaching  fo-  trary  ro  an  exprefs  law  of  mine,  as  that  about  honour* 
Jefirines  the  coin-  ing  parents ;  and  others  of  them  ate  additions  to  my 
a>Cnt*  **  ^awr  a®  that  about  walhing  hands;  and  every  one  of 
them  are  invalions  of  my  authority,  who  only  have 
power  to  appoint  how  I  will  he  ferved  and  worfhipped ; 
all  their  pretended  holinefs  and  devotion  is  a  vain  ihow; 
it  is  neither  truly  and  imeerely  good  in  itfelf,  nor  is  it 
acceptable  to  me,  nor  profitable  to  their  own  fouls, 
oiled  ibe "multi-  10  *hat  common  people  might  be  helped  a- 

tude,  xndiaidun-  gainft  their  prejudices,  and  fet  right  in  fo  important  a 
u  them,  lfeur,  dodfrine  as  this,  Jefus  faid  unro  them,  Obfcrve  and 
ind  andcriUnd  j  confI(ier  what  l  fay,  that  yc  may  underftand  it,  and 
know  your  own  concern  in  it. 


10  And  be 

oiled  ihc  multi- 


ind  underlUnd  * 


11  'What 
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ft,  Hot  (hit 
vhkh  roeth  into 
the  booth  4rf- 
M  i  Bit}  Un 
dut  wtpUh  Co  * 

XDtth  0411  of  the 

mouth,  chit  dt- 


it  ThentBM 
bii  difctpktt,  ltd 
Add  volet  him * 
Kowrlt  thou 
th»  the  Phari* 
&ti  wart  offend¬ 
ed  after  they  head 
(hit  fifing  t 


c|  But  he  «k 
fwred  md  fiid, 
Ererv  plant 

vbicn  my  he*- 
Mkly  Father  bttli 
WK  p Lulled,  &  ill 
be  rooted  up. 

14  La  them 
ato  ;  they  be 
blind  kxten  of 
the  bfioiL  Atid 
i t  tbc  blind  kid 
the  both 

fliail  fill  be*  the 
ditch* 


if  Then  *o- 
fwertd  Peter,  tod 
And  unto  him  t 
Utdot  unto  ns 
chit  penfrb. 


id  And  Jdut 
fiid,'  Art  ye  aUb 
yet  without  uih 
drrrtindingf 


*7  Do  not  ye 
ytt  ufidmAandt 
that  whatfomr 
entcftch  In  at  the 
uouth,  mih  in¬ 
to  the  behy,  and 
Uofl  out  into  the 
draught? 


.  tt  What  tbc  Pbdrifces  teach  about  periods  being 
defiled  by  eating  with  unwalhen  hands,  is  a  vain  and 
foperftitious  tradition:  For  inch  hands  touching  the 
food)  which  a  man  puts  into  his  mouth  and  eats,  can¬ 
not  defile  his  foul,  or  make  him  unclean  in  God's  ac¬ 
count;  but  that  wbidi  really  pollutes  him,  has  its  rife 
in  the  evil  thoughts  and  inclinations  of  his  heart,  and 
vents  ttfielf  by  the  finful  words  of  hit  lips. 

I  a  Then  Jefus  withdrew  from  the  people  into  an 
houfe,  {Mari  vii.  17.);  and  his  difciples  came  to  bint 
and  fold,  Didft  thou  not  forelee,  and  hadft  thou  no 
concern  about,  die  offence  that  the  Pbarljtes  would 
take  at  thy  fpeaking  fo  plainly  and  Jb  publicly  againft 
the  traditions  which  they  are  fo  fond  of  and  lay  fitch  a 
mighty  ftrefr  upon  ?  And  dolt  tbou  not  perceive  bow 
provoked  they  are  at  it ;  and  .what  prejudices  it  raifes 
in  their  minds  againft  thee  and  thy  doQrine,  which 
will  expofe  thee  more  than  ever  to  their  rage  and  fury? 

13  But  Jefus  anfwered,  faying.  It  was  neceflary  that 
I  (hould  fpeak  as$J  did ;  For  every  ordinance  and  im- 
pofition  in  religion,  which  my  heavenly  Father  has  not 
initi toted,  (hall  be  difowned  by  him,  and  muft  be  re- 
jelled ;  it  is  not  of  God,  and  therefore  lhall  not  (land. 

14  And  as  to  the  Pbarifees ,  do  not  trouble  your- 
felves,  nor  be  concerned  about  their  being  offended  or 
pleafed;  for  they  are  fdf-conceiced  and  obftinately  ig¬ 
norant  teachers  of  the  people,  who  blindly  follow  their 
di  Sates  with  an  implicit  faitb:  And  what  in  tbe  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  and  by  the  juft  judgment  of  God,  can 
be  their  end,  but  that  both  the  deceivers  and  the  de¬ 
ceived,  who  wilfully  perfift  in  their  erroneous  ways, 
mutt  perifh  together  in  the  bottom) efs  pit  ? 

15  Then  PtUr*  the  ufual  fpokeftnan  of  tbe  difciples, 
through  the  forwardnefr  of  bis  temper,  faid  to  Jefus, 
Pleat  to  explain  to  us  tbe  meaning  of  this  parable  which 
thou  baft  delivered  about  the  things  that  do  or  do  not 
render  a  nun  unclean. 

"16  And  Jefus  find  to  them  alt.  Are  ye,  who  have 
been  fo  much  and  fo  long  with  me,  ftill  fo  dull  of  un- 
derftanding  as  not  to  know  tbe  meaning  of  fo  familiar 
and  plain  a  parable  as  this?  Surely  better  things  might 
have  been  expe&ed  from  you,  whatever  one  might  think 
of  others. 

17  Do  ye  not  by  this  time  cafily  apprehend,  that 
whatfoever  food  a  man  eats,  though  it  be  e.vcr  fo  dirty, 
it  goes  into  the  ftomach  ;  and  that  which  is  unfit  for 
nourifiiment  paffes  through  the  body,  and  is  di (charged 
into  the  vault,  without  tendering  the  matt  in  a  moral 

fenfe 
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18  Bat  thoffe 
things  which  prc^ 
CooToni  of  the 
mouth ,  come 
fonii  from  the 
heart*  ami  they' 
tlefili  Hie  man  ; 

For  out  of 
the  heatt  proceed 
evil  thoughts  , 
murders,  adulte- 
rtes,  forhititioiu, 
Ihcfut*  Mlc  wit- 
pcUjbldpbtm  ie  u 


-  »o  Thefe  are 
the  things  which 
defitea  rtiaht  hot 
to  eat  with  qd- 
vaihen  hands  dc- 
fikth  not  a  man. 


fenfe  either  better  or  worfe. 

18  but  the  things  which  properly  defile  a  man,  or 
make  him  finful,  .are  fuch  as  proceed  out  of  the  comipc 
fountain  of  his  heart,  and  vent  therafelves  through  his 
lips  and  life. 

19  For  out  of  the  depraved  propenfions  of  the  heart 
proceed  carnal  imaginations,  contrivance;,  and  defigns; 
hatred,  malice,  and  murder ;  wanton  deGres,  words, 
and  a&ions;  adultery,  fornication,  and  all  uncleannefs \ 
covetotifnefs,  injuries,  cheats  and  thefts,  lies  and  falfe- 
hood  in  witnefs-bearing ;  and  all  evil-fpeaking  or  ca- 
lumnies  againft  men,  and  blafpheroies  and  piofaneneft 
againft  God  and  religion. 

20  Thefe  are  the  abominable,  things  that  make  a 
man  morally  unclean  and  odious  in  the  fight  of  God, 
unfit  for  bis  fervice,  or  for  communion  with  him  and 
an  enjoyment  of  him :  But  to  eat  a  meal,  without 
firft  wafhing  the  hands,  has  no  moral  impurity  in  it  ; 
it  does  not  affe&  (he  foul,  nor  make  any  man  a  {inner 
before  God. 


11  Then  jefus  2 1  When  Jefus  had  fpoken  thefe  things,  he  went  a- 

the  waX  ^rom  thofe  parts  to  the  borders  of  the  Tjriant  and 
coalhofTyrcand  Sidoniatu. 

6*don*  22  And  behold  a  furprifing  inftance  of  bis  grace 

and  Cgnal  earned  of  mercy  toward  the  Gentiles!  A  cer- 
naan  came  ant  of  tain  woman  of  Canaan  f,  who  was  a  Greekt  (Mark  vii. 
***  fi®e  2<S.)  and  fo  a  ftranger  to  the  commonwealth  of  Ifraelt 

fim^yirt^Have  having  beard  of  the  many  miraculous  and  merciful 
metcy  on  me,  o  cures  Chriil  had  wrought,  came  from  fome  part  of  that 
oMPavid-11  m"  country»  211  d  eameftly  cried  after  him,  laying,  O  Lord, 
daughter  is  gH £  Thou  promifed  Mefiiah  of  David’s  race  t,  1  befeech 
vnufly  vexed  with  thee  to  have  compaffion  Upon  me  in  healing  my  daugh- 
*devil*  ter,  who  is  pofTefled,  and  dreadfully  tormented  by  an 

evil  fpirit. 

n  But  ho  an-  23  But  Jefus,  for  the  trial  of  her  faith,  Teeming  to 
faded  ha  rot  *  take  no  notice  of  her,  gave  not  one  word  of  anfwer, 
ftipies  eame'wv)  8°°d  °r  bad ;  till  at  length  his  difciples,  tired  with  her 
hdougbt  him  ,  loud  and  importunate  cries,  and  moved  with  pity  ro- 
s^*  ward  her,  defired  that  be  would  plcafe  to  grant  this 
«riah  afteTw.  C  woman’s  requeft,  or  at  leaf!  to  fend  her  away  with  lame 
anfwer  or  other;  becaufe  it  was  lb  very  affe£Hng  to  hear 
how  (he  followed  them  with  her  lamentable  and  inceflant 


importunity. 


24  Bnt 


NOTES. 

+  Canaan  wa  alfij  called  Pbteada  and  Sr-  though  a  G  (Me,  might  be  a  profilyte,  at 
ttphte*'-dxt  as  lying  between  Syria  properly  luftof  the  gate;  fincc  Sic  addicted om  Lord 
fo  called,  and  Vhrmcia  by  the  fea-fuk.  See  as  the  San  of  Dtniii,  which  w»i  *  Known 
tt  Jittf'i  atpba-cUfal  table.  chanOcr  of  the  Mcffiall  among  the  Jtvu 

;  ft  is  not  oadikcly  i.ut  sh.t  this  woman. 
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44  Bw  he  an-  24  But  he  anfwering  faid  to  them*  How  can  ye  ex- 
lun  not fettbnt  that  *  Q»oold  ihew  her  mercy  l  For  as  I  ordered 
nntotbcMilhnp  you  not  to  go  in  the  way  of'  the  Gentiles,  (chap.  x. 
•f  tlx  h«tft  of  5.) ;  fo  the  commiflion  I  received  of  my  Father  to  ex- 
u”r,‘  ercife  my  perfonal  miniftry  and  perform  my  miracles, 

was  not  defigned  for  the  immediate  benefit  of  the  Gen- 
tilts,  hat  of  God’s  covenant-people,  the  J/raelitej,  who 
ait  gone  aftray,  and  are  in  perifliing  drcumltiuces,  like 
loft  fheep. 

»S  Then  odoe  25  The  woman-,  notwith  Handing  this  further  dificou- 
ragement,  drew  nearer  to  Chrift;  and,  to  exprefe  her 
Ktd,  help  nt  humility  and  faith  in  him  as  a  divine  perfon,  fell  down 
at  his  feet  and  worQiipped  him,  faying,  with  ftill  great¬ 
er  eameftnefs,  Lord,  grant  me  the  help  which  1  want, 
and  which  thou  ait  able  to  give. 

,s  Bin  1m  an-  26  Hut  that  he  might  yet  further  try  andhumble  her, 
I'nTnotweet'w  ^ecmc^  10  refufe  and  reproach'  her,  faying,  .My  fpe- 
ttkethe  dniiimit  cial  bldhngs  are  childrens  bread,  which  belong  to  God’s 
bmd.  aud  io  oft  peculiar  people  the  Jews  ;  and  it  is  not  ptoper  to  give 
ii  to  chcdogs.  fuch  favours  to  Gentiles ,  who  are  without  the  pale  of 
the  covenant,  and  deferve  to  be  treated  with  negleft  and 
diftUuD,  as  men  ufe  to  deal  with  dogs  for  their  impurity 
and  viienefs. 

at  Andftxfkjd,  27  To  this  (he  replied.  Lord,  I  own  what  thou  lay- 
true ;  I. am  as  vile  and  worthlefs  as  a  dog,  and  do 
the  cranks  which  not  deferve  any  mercy  at  thine  bands;  and  yet  wretch- 
i*U  Iran  their  ed  outcafts,  as  we  poor  Gentiles  are,  may  be  allowed 
nafler’s  uUe.  fome  final!  pittance  of  favour,  fince  even  doge  are  Dif¬ 
fered  to  pick  up  the  crumbs  under  their  mafter’s  table  : 
There  is  bread  enough  for  the  children,  and  to  fpare  ; 
let  me  therefore  have  the  (crapes  that  may  be  given  to 
others;  and  in- the  greatnefs  of  tby  bounty,  1  befeech 
thee  to  fpare  me  this  otie  mercy,  which  is  fo  neceffary 
for  me,  and  will  be  no  lofs  or  ininry  to  the  children. 
a8  Then  Jefus,  as  if  be  were  furprifed  and  overcome 
iudwtTfaw'V  by  the  ftrength  and  importunity  of  her  faith,  (which, 
woman,  great  it  by  a  fecret  power,  he  had  all  along  fupported  and  en- 
^r  5  bt  >*  coaraged,)  anfwercd,  Blefted  art  thou  among  women, 
thou  will^And  baft  bees  thus  importunate  and  patient,  refolute 
her  (Uughur  mi  and  depending  upon  me  in  thy  pleas  for  mercy,  under 
g**™-  difcouragements.  This  is  an  extraordinary  and  no- 
Very  *  ble  faith  indeed :  It  has  power  with  me,  and  Has  pre¬ 
vailed;  its  requeft  is  granted  to  the  utmoft  of  your 
And  j«ru*  heart’s  defire.  And  at  that  very  inftant  her  daughter 
depwnd  from  was  perfeflly  healed,  in  token  of  his  honouring  the 
thence, and  «me  fidch  which  had  fo  highly  honoured  him. 

29  rhis,  Jefus  went  from  thofe  parts  toward 
*  went  the  fea  of  Galilee,  nigh  unto  which  be  fet  himfdf  down 
Voj..  L  %  li  upon 
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went  dp  mro  a 

htoimiaii^anJUL 
down  there. 

30  And  gJrat 
imikinidti  came 
utirobUn,  having 
wid)  them  rhufe 
that  were  lame, 
blind  ,  dumi  * 
malnKtl,  ^nd  ma¬ 
il  j-  and 

ta^ihcnwWn  at 

Eflji'  fevt;  and 
lie i led  them  : 
%\  (nfl.'raudi 
that  the muitiindc 
wotidmdj  when 
tlwy  law  the 
dumb  to  ipcak, 
the  mimed  to  he 
whole,  the  lantc 
to  wdV,  and  the 
'blind  to  Ire  :  and 
they  id -jr; foil  the 
God  or  lirach 

Then  Jc  as 
called  bih  diloi- 
phs  onto  him, 
and  faid,  T  hjve 
campalftonrinthc 
mnliiuide,  hc- 

ChuTc  thry  conti¬ 
nue  with  me  now 
three  day**  and 
have  nothing  to 
catt  and  1  uill 
not  fend  them  a- 
way  fading,  Tell 
they  faint-  in  the 
way* 

33  Andhisdi* 
fetpLes  lay  unto 
him  ,  Whence 
Jlnnfld  we  kvdo 
much  bread  iuthe 
wiLkmd*,  ar  to 
fiUfu  grtacamul* 
tfcudcl 

It-  And  Teles 
Ctitli  unto  rheiD, 
How  nuuyloa^f* 
have  ye;  atidthey 
£ud,  Seven,  and 
a  Tew  little  tithes* 
35  And  he 
cum  muck'd  the 
uiuhi;ude  to  fit 
dn.vn  on  the 
ground. 


upon  a  hill}  as  he  was  worn  to  do  when  he  intended 
to  preach  to  the  people* 

30  And  great  multitudes}  who  hnd  feen  or  heard  of 
his  former  miracles,  {locked  to  him,  bringing  along 
with  them  fuch  as  were  tame,  or  blind,  or  dumb,  or 
{viavi;)  crooked;-  or  afflicted  with  any  other  kind  of  dit* 
enfe;  and  they  laid  them  down  at  Jefus’s  feet,  as  mi- 
ferablc  objects  of  bis  companion  ;  and  he  mercifully  and 
miraculoufly  healed  them  all : 

3 1  So  that  the  people  were  exceedingly  amazed  when 
all  on  a  fudden  they  heard  the- dumb  fpeak,  and  faw  the- 
crooked  and  deformed  made  ftraight  and  whole,  the  lame 
walk}  and  the  blind  receive  their  fight,  and  all  manner 
of  difeufes  hcakd,  at  the  will  and  word  of  Chrift ;  and 
tluy,  together  with  the  perfbus  that  were  cured,  re* 
joked,  and  aferibed  glory  to  the  God  of  lfratly  who, 
according  to  ancient  prophecy,  ( l/a -  xxxv.  5,  d.)  hud 
fait  the  Meriiah  to  exer^ilc  luch  divine  power  ami  mercy 
among  them. 

31  Then  Jefus>  intending  Hill  further  to  manifeft  his 
glory,  called  his  diieiples  to  him;  and  that  he  might 
impart  his  defign  to  them,  whom  .‘he  condefeended  to 
treat  as  his  friends,  fa  id,  As  this  great  company  have, 
in  their  abundant  zeal  and  affrttion  to  me,  been  three 
days  together  hearing  my  word,  and  feeing  my  werks, 
with  little  food  for  their  fuftenance,  and  now  have  no¬ 
thing  to  eat;  my  companion  is  moved  towards  them, 
and  I  am  determined  not  to  fend  the  poor  creatures  a- 
way  faffing,  left  feme  of  them  fliouid  faint  with  hunger 
before  they  get  home, 

33  His  difcipltrs,  not  relieving  on  his  late  miraculous 
feeding  five  themfand,  in  like  circumftancefi,  (chap*  xiv* 
2i.)  anfwered,  How  can  we  provide  fufhcicmly,  in  this 
fblitnry  place,  for  the  entertainment  of  fuch  a  multitude 
of  people  as  are  here  ? 

34  But  Jefus  replied,  for  the  trial  of  their  faith.  What 
provifions  have  ye  got  among  you?  And  they  aniwered. 
Only  feven  loaves  of  bread,  and  a  few  fmall  Gibes*  to 
fupply  our  own  wants. 

35  Here  was  indeed  more  food,  and  lefs  company, 
than  in  the  former  inftartce  ;  but  it  was  as  much  above 
the  ability  of  any  creature $o  multiply  this  ftore  for  an- 
fweriug  the  preient  occafion,  as  it  was  in  the  other  : 
And  as  Chrift  did  not  aim  at  oftcntation,  or  at  work* 
ing  miracles  beyond  neccfliiy;  he,  deligning  to  make 
ufe  of  the  whole  quantity  of  food  that  was  at  hand, 
ordered  all  the  people  to  fit  down  in  ranks  upon  the 
ground* 


3  6  Then 
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jfl  And  he  took 
Tu*  ftvcn  loaves 
and  ihcfiiks,  and 
give  chink?,  and 
brake  thtm^  and 
gave  to  bis  difci- 
plcs,  and  the  di- 

rripltttothcmiii- 

tkade, 

37  And  they 
did  all  eat*  and 
were  filled ;  and 
they  rook  up  of 
the  broken  meat 
that  was  left,  (e* 
yen  bufkets  falL 

j!  And  tliey 
that  did  e at  were 
four  t  hou  (and 
men,  befide  vt^ 
meoandcbiklreo. 


36  Then,  caking  the  bread  and  fifh  in  his  hand, 
he  gave  thanks  for  thefe  provilions,  and  afkcd  a  bfef- 
Gng  upon  them,  as  was  ufual  at  ordinary  meals ;  and 
whilft  he  brake  arid  delivered  them  to  the  difciples, 
his  divine  power  gave  an  increafc,  and  the  difciples  di- 
fbibuted  them  to  the  multitude.  (See  the  note  on  chap* 
xiv.  19.) 

37,  38.  And  fo  exceedingly  was  this  fmall  quanti¬ 
ty  of  provifion  enlarged,  that  though  there  were  four 
thoufand  men,  betides  women  and  children,  who 
made  a*  foil  meal  of  it,  there  remained  afterwards  as 
many  fragments  as  filled  feven  ba fleets  :  So  that  for  e- 
very  loaf  there  was  left  a  b a. fleet-full  of  the  broken  food, 
which  was  a  good  return  to  the  difciples  and  yet  thefe 
fragments  were  not  fo  many  as  in  the  oilier  miracle  of 
this  fort,  here  being  nor  fo  many  people  to  leave  mar- 
fels  out  of  their  feveral  (hares,  after  they  could  eat  no 


39  Audhefent 
aw.ijf  the  muht- 

tiuk,  rod  took 
fhip,3ml  amc  in- 
10  the  coatb  of 
MagdiU. 


more. 

39  And  when  ajl  this  company  were  abundantly  re* 
frefhcdj  Jefus  difmiffcd  them,  that  they  might  go  to 
their  feveral  homes  5  and  he  htnifelf  took  water  with 
his  difciples*  and  went  in  a  boat  to  the  country  of 
Magdalay  which  contained  DalmaJtutba*  (MarlcviiL  10.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  will  all  pretences  of  piety  and  external  purity  avail  it*,  if  our  heart*  are 
full  of  iniquity  ?  And  what  is  all  our  religion  worth,  if  it  have  not  divine  inftitu- 
tioti  (br  its  warrant,  and  the  heart  be  not  engaged  in  it?  Human  inventions  and 
impofitioriB,  m  the  worftiip  of  God,  are  invaftons  of  his  authority ;  they  corrupt 
his  worlhip,  mi  (lead  the  heart,  turn  it  nfide  from  his  ordinances,  and  feefe  their 
own  eftabliflunent,  even  to  the  definition  of  moral  duties;  Nonconformity  to 
them  is  our  duty;  and  they  fhould  be  rooted  out  of  the  church,  and  of  our  hearts, 
left  we  ourfdves  be  rooted  out  of  Chrift’e  kingdom.  But,  O  what  a  fource  of  ini¬ 
quity  is  the  heart  of  man  I  How  great  and  many  are  the  defilements  that  it  fpraids 
through  the  life!  How  much  more  concerned  Ihould  we  be  for  cleanfing  from 
thefe,  than  fur  ceremonial  purifications!  Anil  how  ready  is  our  bleffed  Lord  to 
patronise  his  difciples  in  oppofition  tu  human  impofitions,  to  relieve  them  in  all 
their  diftretfes,  to  heal  their  various  maladies,  and  lupply  tbeir  wants!  They, 
who  follow  him  in  bis  ways,  ihaH  be  taireu  care  of  by  his  providence:  And  yet 
how  dull  of  understanding  are  his  own  people;  and  how  apt  to  forget  the  wonders 
of  his  power  and  love !  But  great  faith  honours  Chrift,  and  he  will  honour  it :  It 
breaks. through  all  difcanragementB,  and  lays  hold  on  the  leaft  hints  of  mercy : 
And  though  the  infinitely  wile  and  gracious  Saviour  may  fometimes  feem  to  dif* 
regard  and  difcountenancc  it,  and  may  delay  hits  anfwer  to  it ;  yet  he  fecrctly  up¬ 
holds  it,  and  frirs  up  its  importunity  in  prayer,  tilt  at  length  he  unit  certainly  ful¬ 
fil  the  defire  of  the  believing  heart;  And  blcffed  be  God  that  10  this  way  Gentile 
tinners  fltall  find  mercy  with  him. 


CHAP,  XVL 

^hrijPt  difcmrfe  with  the  Pbarifee t  about  a  jign  from  heaven^  !, — 4. 
With  hit  difciples  about  the  leaven  of  the  Pharfcet9  c> — 12,  About 

H  2  hit 
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-  his  arum  charaSer ,  13, — 20.  About  hit  ovtu  fiferingt,  21, — 23. 
And  about  their  bearing  hit  croft,  24,-28. 


Tr.*T, 

THK  Phari- 
frei  alto 
viih  the  Saddle 
Cfc*  one,  and, 
Hmplinj;  ,  bc* 

firtd  him  that  he 
would  ftc*  them 
a  ft£U  from  hear 
rai. 


»  IfcMifwmit 
and  fhid  unto 
them,  Wfien  it 
is  eVenin^  jt  fcy-. 
It  iriU  he  fair 
wrather,  fat  the 
Ay  U  red  : 

3  And  in  the 
morning  /mm// 
hi  fn*i I  went  her  to 
day,  foe  the  (ky 
ltd  and  low- 
ting.  O  ye  hy¬ 
pocrites,  ye  can 
difrern  the  face 


FitRAPHKiS 

TUfc«P1X  ftlf-righteous  hypocritical  Pharifeei,  and  the 

free- thinking  Sadduccct,  bow  ever  oppofite  to  one 
another,  were  alike  enemies  to  Chrift ;  and  therefore 
they  agreed  to  apply  to  him,  under  pretence  of  deGrirlg 
to  be  fatisfied  that  he  came  from  God,  and  to  afle  him 
to  givt  them  iomefuch  Ggn  of  it  immediately  from  hea¬ 
ven,  as  was  given  at  mount  Sinai,  when  the  law  was 
delivered  to  Mofts  f ;  thereby  defigoing  to  put  a  diffi¬ 
culty  upon  him. 

2,  3.  But,  as  all  his  miracles  of  power  and  goodnef* 
had  been  plain  and  fulTicient  demon  ft  rations  of  his  di¬ 
vine  authority,  he  would  not  gratify  their  uitreafonable 
curiofity  and  perverfc  unbelief ;  and,  knowing  the  de¬ 
ceitful  and  captious  dcGgn  of  their  dmand,  be  anfwer- 
ed,  O  ye  hypocrites,  why  do  ye  thus  tempt  me  to  give 
needlcf*  and  unprofitable  proofs  of  whit  is  already  fo 
very  evident  ?  Ye  are  fagacious  enough  to  ohferve  the 
figns  and  tokens  of  fair  or  foul  weather,  hy  the  colour 
of  the  fky }  if  the  evening  be  red,  ye  conclude  that  the 
morrow  will  be  fair;  and  if  the  morning  be  red  and 
af 'the  (Uy ;  bnt  lowring,  ye  conclude"  it  will  be  a  wet  or  ftormy  day: 
twt  d:f  ;rn  Probability  determines  your  thoughts  and  conduct  in 
thefe  cafes}  and  yet  even  the  high  eft  certainty  will 
not  influence  you  in  things  of  the  utmoft  importance. 
Wbat  prodigious  biindnefe  arid  obftinacy  is  it  that  bin¬ 
ders  your  difeeming  from  the  ancient  prophecies  which 
are  fulfilled  in  me,  and  from  my  numerous  miracles, 
that  the  Meftiah  is  now  come  to  fet  up  his  kingdom  a- 
mong  you,  and  that  your  ruin  is  haftening  apace  for 
rejefttng  him ! 

4  Ye  arc.  a  degenerate  and  wicked  generation  of 
men ;  or  elfe,  after  all  that  ye  have  feen  and  heard,  ye 
would  not  continue  in  unbdtef,  and  a  Ik  for  further 
proofs :  But  no  other  fort  of  miracles  ftiali  be  wrought 
for  your  convi£tion  than  ye  have  already  feen  $  except 
that  of  my  own  refurreflion  from  the  dead,  after  I  fhall 
*»■  Aud  hekft  have  been  buried  three  days  and  three  nights  in' the 
them,  and  depart-  earth,  which  was  prefigured  by  the  prophet  Jonaifi  ly¬ 
ing  the  fame  length  of  time  in  the  great  fifti’s  belly. 
Arid,  having  faid  this,  be  left  them  as  incorrigible  tin¬ 
ners,  and  went  away  with  bis  difciplcs  over  the  fca  of 
Galilee.  (Mark  viii.  13.) 

5  And 


Ihc  fiyo*  of  the 


4  Awjdtetf  and 

id  ulccrDtu.-£cne- 
rJtion  litikeih  ij- 
trr  si  Gen ;  add 
there  (nail  no 
Ggn  be  given  on¬ 
to  it,  bmthefittn 
oftlipprophd  li> 


NOTE. 


t  9r  tn^ht  mon,  that  he  fLould  gifj  tl  thc&p  of  tbs  Stn  sf\ 

in  ii  c  rifciA  fsf  iictitz I>im-  vli*  1 1. 


Od  a- 


Ch.  xvi. 


5  And  when 
hisdtftipta  were 
come  tn  the  other 
Gde,  (Itcyhwl  foe* 
fj(irn  to  take 

EwkL 

6  Then  Jdos 
fakl  mito  thrill. 
Take  heed,  mid 
beware  of  the  Lea- 
«n  of  the  Phar:- 
<«%  and  of  the 
Sadduoee*. 

7  And  they 
ledbocd  among 
thcmTdm,  Uy~ 
ing,  U  it  brtanfe 
wr  haw  taken  no 
bread- 

8  lyMth  when 
cfii*  perceived, 
c  faid  on  to  them, 

Oyeofliiile  faith, 
why  rafon  ye  i- 
moqg  ytwriejm, 
bccjeie  ye  have 
bought  no  bread: 
0  "i)o  yc  not 


The  Evangeltfi  Matt  hew  pamphrafeJ,  i  ty 

5  And  juft  as  his  difciplc?  were  got  to  the  other  fide 


of  the  lake,  they  recollected  that  they  had  forgot  to 
carry  a  fuflicicut  quantity  of  bread  along  with  them  to . 
fupply  their  necefiities. 

6  Thereupon  jefas  took  an  occafion  to  give  them  fpiri- 
tual  infirudions,  under  a  metaphor  relating  to  bread,  fay¬ 
ing,  u  See  to  it,  and  be  very  careful  ihat  ye  be  notinfeded 
with  the1eavenofthePA<xri/>ff  and  Sadilucees meaning 
their  corrupt  doCtrioes,  which  were  apt  to  infinuate  and 


diffufc  themfelvcs  like  leaven  In  a  m*fs  of  dough. 


t 


7  Upon  wbich  the  difciples,  miftaking  his  meaning, 
thought  within  themfelves,  and  laid  privately  one  to  a- 
nother,  (tv  tavrsi;)  This  is  defigned  as  a  reproof  for  our 
carelcfTncfo  in  not  providing  i‘o  much  bread  as  may  he 
ueceffary  for  us. 

8  But  Jefus,  perceiving  how  grnfsly  they  miftook 
him,  fold  to  them,  O  how  aftonifhing  is  it,  that  ye 
Ihould  have  lb  little  faith,  as  to  be  difturhed  about  your 
having  no  bread,  or  to  think  that  1  am  concerned  about 
your  neglect  in  not  furnilhing  yourfelves  with  it! 

9,  io.  Do  ye  not  yet  underlland  ray  way  of  taking 
yet  mderttiiiA,  occr.fions  from  earthly  things  to  fugged  thofe  which  are 
the  five  Itoti?  of  lpintual,  nor  my  power  and  goodnefs  in  providing  ne- 
the  five,  thoiuami,  ceflary  food  in  times  of  wantF  Have  ye  already  forgot 
how,  in  the  fcarcity  of  a  defort,  I  atone  time  lately  fed 
five  thoufond  men  with  five  loaves,  and  at  another  four 
thoufand  with  feven  loaves;  and  how  many  halkets  full 
of  fragments  remained,  after  both  thofe  great  companies 
were  fiufofied  ?  And  could  ye  fuppofe  that  I  would  not 
take  as  much  care  of,  or  were  not  as  able  to  fupply  yol!» 
if  need  required  it  i 

1 1  How  then  conies  it  to  pafo,  that  after  all  this  ye 
fhould  be  lo  dull  of  underftanding,  as  to  imagine  that  1 
concerned  myfclf  about  your  having  no  bread,  when  I 
cautioned  you  to  take  heal  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pbarijeet 
and  Sadilucees  ? 

12  Then  they  faw  their  miftake:  And  though  Chrift 
did  not  hereby  plainly  tell  them  his  meaning  t  yet, 
upon  further  reflection,  they  underftood  that  his  ioiemn 
Catttioo  related,  not  to  their  care  about  bread,  but  a-, 
bout  the  hypocritical  and  artful  errors,  traditions,  or¬ 
dinances,  and  perverfe  reafmiings,  of  the  Phari/ees  and 
Sadilucees,  th.it  they  might  not  he  infeCted  hy  them. 

13  When  Jefus  afterwards  was  going  with  his  dif* 
ciples,  through  fome  part  of  the  Upper  Galilee,  into 
the  towns  of  Cefarea  Philippi,  (Mark  viii.  27.)  lie,  for 
their  trial  and  confirmation,  aiki-d  them.  What  the 
people  thought  and  fold  about  him  $  or  what  fort  of 

H  3  petfon 


*nnJ  how  mjny 
talkers  yc  took 
up? 

jo  Neirherthe 
ftrrca  loaves  of  the 
tour  ihau&ad  T 
aud  how  many 
bsJkcts  ye  took 
up  ■ 

ii  Hour  is  it 
thatyeao  nonin- 
declLiul  that  I 
f|uke  ii  not  to 
you  concerning 
iind  f  tiiu  « 
Jhoubl  taware  of 
the  Ifcivcn  of  the 
Ph^rtftr«s,iJwJof 
the  .Widurcct : 

ri  Theft  nft- 
dcrl  taod  they  huff 
th jt  he  bade  tfam 
not  tauurc  nf  the 
luvoi  of  birjJ, 
lint  of  the  iio<> 

trinc  of  the  PJu- 
ritccs,  and  cf  the 

13  When  Je- 
fu*  came  in  to  the 
crafts  of  Cd'aiva 
Phiiippi,  he*!k- 
c4  his  diftlpks, 


1 1 8  The  EvangeUJl  Matthew  faraphrsfed.  Ch.xvi. 
faying,  WTicm  perfon  they  took  him  to  be,  who  appeared  among  them 
£rfiVh“I*  as  a  real  man,  and  under  the  title  of  the  Son  of  Alan  ? 
«m  ?  OB  °  nWn’  1 4  And  they  anfwered.  There  are  very  different  o- 
m  Anil  they  pinions  among  them  about  thee :  Some  talk  as  if  they 
the  thought  thcc  to  he  John  the  Baptift,  rifcn  again  from 
Biptift  •  fome ,  the  dead  j  others  take  thee  to  be  EUasy  who  they  flip- 
EUwiamicitlicrs>  pofc  js  come  before  the  Mcfliah  to  anoint  him  to  his 
°^cc  *  an(J  othcrs  think  that  thou  art  Jeremiah ,  or  fome 
other  of  the  ancient  prophets,  railed  again  to  life. 
ij  He  faith  un-  ij  Then  he  put  the  queftion  clofe  to  themfelves, 

fay*ng»  Whatfoever  others  think  or  fay  of  me,  whom 
tuni  ^  do  ye,  my  apofiles,  take  me  to  be?  What  are  jour 
own  thoughts  about  me  ? 

\6  ArulSinym  jtf  Aud  Peter 9  being  a  man  of  a  prompt  fpirit,  an- 
faTVaM^Thou  fwcral  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  they  confemiog  and 
wt  ChriftthtSon  approving,  Thou  art  neither  John  the  3aptijlf  nor  Efias9 
ofthc  living  God,  nor  Jeremiahf  nor  any  of  the  ancient  prophets;  nor  arr 
thou  merely  a  man,  but  art  more  than  a  bare  prophet, 
and  than  a  mere  man  :  Thou  an  the  true  Meffiah,  and, 
by  way  of  eminence,  the  proper  Son  of  the  eternal  God, 
who  is  the  Fountain  of  life. 


17  And  Jrfus 
infacrcd  and  laid 
unto  him,  Blef- 
fed  art  thou,  Si* 
non  Barjona :  Tor 
flefh  and  blood 
hath  not  revealed 
it  unto  thee,  bm 
joy  Father  which 
)S  in  heaven. 


rft  And  I  Toy 
air<»  unto  thee, 
'Ibjt  thou  art 
Peter,  and  upon 
this 


17  Then  Jefus  replied  to  him,  This  is  a  glorious 
confdEou  of  faith  indeed  ;  'and  great  is  your  happineft, 
O  Simon  (bn  of  Jonqh9  in  thus  believing  on  me :  For 
your  knowledge  of  this  fundamental  truth  did  not  arife 
from  any  principle  of  nature  or  education,  or  from  the 
wifdom  and  reafon  of  man,  nor  was  you  taught  it  fay 
any  man;  but  my  heavenly  Father  has  irradiated  your 
mind,  and  revealed  it  to  you,  by  his  Spirit,  for  the  fa- 
ving  of  your  foul. 

1 8  And  by  reafon  of  this  noble  confeflion  of  me,  ynu 
may  well  be  called  Peter  9  or  a  rock :  And,  on  occafiou 
of  ciy  mentioning  this  naruc,  1  tell  you,  that  f  this 

perfon 

NOTE. 


f  Tt  Is  Highly  probable  that  Chrift  pointed 
with  hu  finger  to  himfclf*  when  he  mention¬ 
ed  tbefe  words ;  in  like  manner  as  when  he 
faid,  Dt/intf  this  icntjikf  frc.  rucanmx  the 
tempk  of  his  body,  JJw  iu  jp#  n. :  And 
at  hie  b  fjrAtn  of  in  icriptwre  as  ths*  only 
foundation  of  ilic  chureti,  //i.  xaviii.  i  C, 
j  £,V*  iji.  ii,  Li.  and  j  7Vr  it,  tff  7,;  lb 

this  is  that  which  the  >*n*l  ppph^ts 

Laid  in  ihc:r  preaching  J?fis  C^r*Ji  Hmfeif 
bring  tie  chief  ecrucr  ji£u*\  ii.  7.0  ) 

But  a  fupiMjJinon  of  Peter  *  periuit  being  the 
rock  heir  intended,  is  highly  dcr^ato^  hum 
the  honour  of  the  pgrtbn  of  Chiifl,  and  hyt 

a  very  iitfuffificnt  hiHs  for  a  fpintua1  building 
)t  iikewifr  appears  (Imji^Iv  uncouth  to  fup- 
f  olVt  that  fu  tranfient  an  aft  as  hit  confcf- 
Bojt,  or  u  his  afterwards  preaching  the  go£ 


pel,  and  not  the  perfon  or  doftrlue  contain** 
ed  therein*  fhctfilJ  he  the  freaddiion  of  the 
chuidi,  It  ctiuhl  at  in  oft  Ik  only  laying  the 
fonti^aJion,  like  n  v*ife  mt*fier-&t£I&it  acwrJ- 
ixg  h  the  "irr  *4  Gorfghitir  to  hh^  as  the  a- 
poftlc  P.ztti  f[iejb  of  himfelf,  (1  Cor.  iii. 
1  ru} ;  and  in  this  fonfo,  the  names  of  all  the 
twdm  aperies  were  chatty  inicritcd  on  five 
twelve  fziiitte&jxi  tff  tfcc  eity  of  God.  RetK 
14.  Bur  if  any  thipg  pcrfonal  and  peculi¬ 
ar  10  Peso-  intended  in  this  and  the  follou’* 
iuj;  yeric,  it  relates  only  to  h;s  Ikio"  the  firit 
pearlier  of  the  faith  he  htK  confcCtd*  19 
l^y  lIu:  foundaiion  of  the  C^riiHao-chnrch, 
firft  among  the  Jews,  and  afterwards  among 
the  Getftihfi  (AUsii.  and  fo  it  can 

never  found  a  daim  for  the  fuprenacy,  or 
tLe  infaUibiiity,  of  the  pope ;  For  in  this  r*r 

fpeft 


Ch.  xvi.  The  Evattgelrjl  Matthew  paraphrafed.  up 


(hii  rock  I  vill 
my  chinch  \ 
anil  the  of 
hell  fti.iH  not  p«- 
Ylil  againlt  IL 


Ip  And  I  vill 

five  unto  thee  the 
keys  of  the  king¬ 
dom  uf  hftvcn : 
end  wh&riocvcr 
thou  Huh  bind  on 
car;  It  ,  ihall  be 
bound  in  heaven; 
and  wliatlbcTOr 
thvAifhaldoofeon 
earth ,  dull  be 
looted  in  heaven. 


10  Thee  char¬ 
ged  be  h:$  difd* 
jdcr  that  they 
ffMnkltcHnoman 
that  he  wa*  jcjiis 
the  ClirilL 


perfon,  whom  you  have  now  ccmfeffeil  to  be  the  Son  of 
God,  and  the  true  Meffiah  ;  oi,  which  amounts  to 
much  the  fame  thing,  this  great  article  of  your  faith 
in  him*  is  iike  an  immoveable,  cverUtting  rock,  on 
which  I  will  build  my  church,  confifttng  of  all  true 
believers  that  {hail  agree  with  you  herein ;  and  I  will 
fo  eftablifti  them  upon  this  fure  foundation,  tint  neither 
all  {the  power  and  policy  of  devils  and  their  iiillmnicnfs, 
nor  death  itfclf,  {hall  ever  fo  far  prevail,  as  to  ddltoy 
the  fouls  of  any  that  truly  reft  upon  it  for  eternal  life, 
or  to  root  my  intertft  out  of  the  world* 

i  p  And  as  you,  in  the  name  of  all  my  apoftles,  have 
made  this  importanr  confefRon  of  me,  I  give  the  key  of 
knowledge  and  difcipline  unto  you  as  the  firft  preacher 
of  my  gofpel  to  Jews  and  Gentiles^  and  unto  them  and 
their  fucceflors  as  your  fellow-labourers  and  officers  in 
my  church  and  kingdom:  And  whatfoever  you  or  theyr$ 
lhal!  do,  in  a  doctrinal  way,  by  preaching  in  my  name* 
and  declaring  what  pra&ices  are  unlawful  and  what  are 
lawful,  and  fo  binding  or  charging  Jin  upon  the  confer 
ences  erf’  others,  and  looting  or  acquitting  them  from 
guilt;  and  whatever  any  of-  you  {hairdo,  in  a  judicial 
way,  by  the  exercife  of  fpiritual  and  holy  difciplinc, 
according  to  my  will  and  word,  in  the  administration 
of  my  kingdom  upon  earth;  all  this  fltall  be  furely  ra¬ 
tified  and  confirmed  in  heaven,  and  be  approved  of  in 
the  day  of  judgment, 

20  Then  he  ftricUy  commanded  the  apoftles  not  to 
publifli,  as  yet,  what  they  knew  about  his  being  the 
Media  h  and  a  Pei  foil  of  divine  original;  left  the  P/j»- 
rifecs  Ihould  be  provoked  to  cut  him  off  before  his  time  ; 
or  left  the  people  (hould  tumuhuouflv  gather  together, 
to  make  him  a  temporal  kiug  by  force ;  or  at  left  they, 

who 


N  o 

fprffc  PcUr  could  fcawe  no  fuetxflof,  rnkch 
i(fj  one  thut  rcGats  it  Rome  ;  and.lho  pope 
is  fo  far  from  being  cb t  Jirfi  preacher  of  the 
gotpii,  am!  lrom  £<xng  in  pcrlbn  to  convert 
Jilts  and  that  he  docs  not  life  to 

preach  at  all. 

i  As  gates  and  walls  tn-re  the  ftrcngtfc  of 
civics,  and  as  courts  of  judicature  were  held 
in  their  gales,  tills  pliraft  dt^  very  H  ell  ftg- 
niK  the  prt^cr  and  pdJiry  of  Satan  and  his 
inlimmmra.  lrM.  GLjf,  cap- 

xlu  p*  jea* 

$  As  t\ic  ule  of  keys  i>  to  open  doors  and 
(hut  Hum  i  fo  delivering  the  keys  to  &  per- 
jI-hi  w  as  an  emblem  of  tnc  authority  veiled 
in  him  as  a  ftevr^rd,  or  ai  one  pm  itf  troll 
uhh  the  management  of  floret  and  provlfions 
sod  other  affairs  for  the  honour  and  iirvice 


r  e  s, 

of  his  tjOfd*  A  nd  as  what  Qirift  hat  fay ? 
to  Pdtrt  hefaysaltCTVr-ards  {fhttp.  xviil.  17, 
18,)  to  the  church,  and  {J^a  it.  1).)  ti> 
alt  the  uptrfHtf ;  it  inins  that  it  is  <0  be  on- 
tfcrilood  with  1  rtktion  to  the  fuercrding 
ftatc  of  tlic  church  hi  all  apes  of  the  world  3 
and  is  to  he  explained  Ijv  after  fetiUmcms  in 
the  N'tv  Tdldjnciil,  with  rtptj  10  tk  ati- 
ihorityofminiftrmJdccbratHittfjandclnitich- 
ad»,  in  the  umc  of  Chriil.  as  far  as  they 
arc  duly  managed  in  agreement  with  this 
word  of  God.  Hue  E  rather  think,  that  as. 
iWV/#  xYiii.  17,  relates  only  to  church- 
authority  ;  ib  u  har  is  laid  here,  and  in  » 
xx.  13.  rclaics  principally,  if  not  nitiitUy 
to  that  which  is  min: Herb  1.  bcc  die  note- 
and  parapbrefe  on  J&n  a  J< 

H4 


t  As 


I  jo  <Tbi  Evangetijl  Matthew  parapbrajed.  Ch.  xvi. 


i  t  Pnom  that 
time  fenh  begin 
Jcfus  to  ihcw  (in* 
to  hU  diltipjd, 
how  that  he  mull 
go  unto  JcruJa- 
frflV  and  fufo 
m^iy  tiling  of 
the  elder*,  and 
chief  prieib,  and 
fetihes,  tod  be 
killed,  and  be  rai¬ 
ded  again  the  third 

±j* 


MX  Then  Peter 
took  him,  and 
began  to  rebuke 
btm,  faying,  Be 
it  far  from  thee, 
Lord:  this  (hall 
not  be  cat?  then 


a|  Bpthcium- 
fd,  and  faid  unto 
Pcicr,  Oct  ihce 
behind  mo,  Sa¬ 
tan  :  thou  art  an 
oflencc  unto  *w ; 

for 


who  would  no*  then  believe  the  difciples  report,  Ihould 
be  prejudiced  before  band  again!!  the  tdlimony  they 
were  to  give  to  him  after  his  refurreftion  from  the  dead. 

at  The  faith  of  the  difciples  being  now  raifed  fo  high 
concerning  him,  he  thought  it  a  proper  fcafon  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them  with  the  great  fufferings  and  abafement  he 
was  to  undergo,  that  they  might  not  expeft  him  to  ap¬ 
pear  with  temporal  grandeur  for  their  worldly  advantage, 
nor  be  {hocked  at  the  fight  of  the  humbling  and  ter¬ 
rible  things  which  would  ere  long  befal  him :  And 
therefore  trom  that  time  forward  he  began,  as  oppor¬ 
tunities  offered,  to  tell  them  more  plainly  than  ever  be¬ 
fore,  that  he  mult  go  to  Jerufalem ,  and  there  fuffer 
many  cruelties  and  indignities  by  the  malice  of  the 
JnuiJb  fanhedrim,  (which  confined  of  their  rulers,  chief 
prielta,  and  firibest)  till  at  length  they  would  put  him 
tn  death  i  but,  for  their  comfort,  he  added,  that  on  the 
third  day  he  Ihould  rife  again  to  life.  (See  the  note  on 
chap.  xii.  40.) 

3a  This  was  ftrange  doftrine  to  them,  who  could 
not  tell  bow  to  reconcile  it  to  the  faith  they  then  had  in 
his  exalted  char  after,  and  to  their  hopes  of  his  reigning 
with  power  and  glory  as  a  temporal  monarch  among 
them  :  And  therefore  Peter,  with  his  ufnal  rath  and  for¬ 
ward  temper,  took  him  afide  from  the  reft  of  the  dilci¬ 
plcs,  and  fo  far  forgot  himfelf,  and  the  noble  confdDon 
he  hail  lately  made,  as  to  expoilulatc  with  him,  by  way 
of  paflionate  contradiftion  and  difpleafure,  laying.  We 
cannot  bear  a  thought  of  thisj  it  is  abominable  tu  fup- 
pofc  that  the  Son'  of  God,  and  the  Meffiah,  Ihould  fuf¬ 
fer  fuch  reproachful  and  terrible  things  as  thefe :  I*>rd, 
have  pity  upon  thyfelf,  (ikwimuiii,)  and  then  none  of 
them  can  befal  thee  :  hjay,  rather  than  they  ihould,  we 
end  the  people,  who  have  thee  in  admiration,  will  fight 
to  deliver  thee  out  of  fuch  cruel  hands. 

23  But  Chrift  took  this  very  heinoufly  t  and,  turning 
Ihort  upon  Peter,  feverely  reproved  him  for  it,  faying. 
In  this  you  are  an  adversary  +  to  me  1  notwitftatiding 
the  heat  of  yoor  avowed  friend  (hip,  Satan  bath  given  it 
a  carnal  folufli  turn,  and  you  are  ferving  his  inrerell  by 
attempting  to  prevent  the  great  end  for  which  I  nni 
come  into  the  world.  Be  gone ;  fay  no  more  of  this 


matter ; 


NOTE. 


t  -A®  Saitfw  an  ffiverjaryt  pofliblj 

•nr  Lord  ro:j*ht  only  mtin,  that  Prttr  bvns* 
in  ^cd  ttic  pan  of  an  rnrmy  to  hifn-  tint, 
as  this  matini)  hart  *  rral  wnfiency  to  favour 
the  devil’s  interdL  sn*f  dikvmra^e  Jcfii*  in 
b^work;  acj  w  U  froin  Judj  car- 


nil  pTuiciofes  and  morirej  i\  i  Sarau  exeats 
to*  it  he  of  as  his  work ; 

though  jt  ItwnMhat  be  did  not  dcf;£n  ti>  pn- 
von  Chriil's  Ibfdogs  and  tk.r,h,  fma  vi 
re  tepidly  told,  that  t£t  A’irfi  put  it  in  tin 
zirt  ef  #  iitny  is^  John  Jpi:,  ;■ 


fiat  thetbi  ngrtlm 
be  of  Goo,  but 
ttatir  that  be  of 
men* 


*4  Tbm  hid 
JduSflaLohisdit- 
eiptef.  If  a-nyman 

will  come  afeev 

me*  Let  him  dtny 
himitlf,  And  take 
up  his  craft,  aid 

follow  JUC. 
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forthon  fewwrrft  matter  •,  I  am  much  difpkafed  with  you  for  throwing 
fuch  an  obftade  in  my  way.  For  your  judgment  aim 
affe&ions  herein  are  not*  according  to  my  Father's  will 
and  detigu,  relating  to  his  glory  in  the  redemption  and 
fal ration  of  loft.Gnncrs  ;  but*  according' to  the  maxims 
of  carnal  policy*  relating  to  the  honour*  cafe*  and  rich- 
es  of  this  world. 

24  Then  Jefus*  turning  to  his  difeipies,  fame  of  the 

people  alfo  being  with  them*  {Mark  vtit.  34.}  laid*  As 
I  jnyfclf  tduft  be  perfected  by  fufferings ;  fo  whoever  is 
heartily  willing  and  rcfolvcd  to  he  my  difciple*  muft  de¬ 
ny  his  own  ftefhly  wtfdom  and  will*  and  fecular  inter - 
cits*  and  fubmit  to  the  will  of  God  without  rdu&ance 
or  referee \  and  whatever  Ioffes  or  perfecutions*  even  ’ 
unto  death*  he  may  be  called  tb  endure  for  my  fake,  he 
muff,  with  faith  and  patience*  follow  my  example  in 
fufferings  as  well  as  obedience.  (See  note  on  Mark 
vi»-  34-)  . 

25  For  he  that  thinks  to  preferve  himfelf  from  tem¬ 
poral  death  by  finful  compliances  and  forfaking  me* 
(hall  furely  fall  ihort  of  eternal  life*  and  be  plunged  in¬ 
to  endlcfs  mifery ;  But  he  that  fuffets  ibe  lofi  of  a  tem¬ 
poral  life  on  account  of  his  faith  in  me  and  obedience 
to  me*  or  becaufe  he  will  not  make  (hipwreck  of  faith 
and  a  good  continence*  lhall  not  be  huit  of  the  fecond 
death,  out  obtain  everlafttng  life,  which  is  the  life  of 
the  foul*  -and  is  beflrof  ail. 

26  For  what  would  be  the  advantage  of  any  one's  pof- 
feffing  the  prelent  life*  with  all  the  riches*  honours  and 
pleafvres  that  this  world  can  afford*  if  at  iaff*  through 
his  inordinate  affection  to  them,  ho  (hould  lofe  all  the 

cr  »tu*  fall  a  welfare,  peace,  nnd  happinefis  of  his  own  immortal  foul? 
ch^p”fo|U  yj  Or,  if  once  this  is  loft,  what  valuable  confidcration  can 
he  ever  offer  to  God  for  its  redemption  i  and  what  would 
he  not  give,  if  he  had  it*  and  it  might  be  accepted*  in 
exchange  for  this  foul  of  his*  that  it  might  not  be  mifer- 
able  to  all  eternity  ? 

27  He  will  one  day  find  this  to  be  an  important  con- 
(ideracion*  whatever  he  thinks  of  it  now :  For  the  Met- 
fiah>  who,  as  the  Son  of  man*  at  prefctit  appears  in  the 
fiifhion  of  a  man,  attended  with  all  thcmcaii  circum- 
ftances  and  finlefs  infirmities  of  human  nature  in  its 
humbled  Hate,  ffcall,  in  the  day  of  judgment,  appear  as 
the  Son  God*  in  the  form  of  God,  fhining  in  the  glory 
jof  the  fame  divine  nature  with  his  Father,  and  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  grand  retinue  of  holy  angels ;  (lee  the  note 
on  Luke  ix.  id.)  And  then  be,  as  judge  of  the  whole 
world*  wilt  pafs  fentence  of  eternal  life  upon  the  righ¬ 
teous 


if  For  wbofo- 
m  will  lave  HU 
life,  {hail  lofe  it ; 
and  whoioever 
will  lofe  Hu  life 
for  my  like,  (ball 
find  it. 


t(  For 
is  t  man  profited, 
it  he  (lull  sain  the 
whole  world,  and 
lofe  hwowti  (bid  ? 


foul  f 


For  the  Son 
of  man  ihaUvumc 
in  the  glory  of  his 
J-i'.hcr,  with  his 
angels ;  2nd  then 
he  lhall  reward  «• 
vrry  mAn  accord, 
iij  to  his  tvotfcs. 
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sg  Verily  I  fay 

unto  yoa,  Then 
be  fome  (landing 
here,  which  (hall 
uofiifte  of  death, 
till  they  lie  the 
San  uf  man  co¬ 
ming  in  hi*  king- 
4a  in. 


teous,  and  of  ertrnal  death  upon  the  wicked*  according 
as  they  (hall  be  proved  to  be  fuch  by  their  refpe&ive  works. 

28  And*  as  an  evidence  and  emblem  of  this*  I  af* 
Cured]  y  tell  you*  There  are  Come  now  preftnt  f*  who 
(hall  live  to  fee  the  MelEah  coming  to  fet  up  his  media* 
torial  kingdom*  with  great  power  and  glory,  in  the  ef  > 
fufion  of  his  Spirit,  in  the  wonderful  tncreafe  of  the  gof* 
pel-church,  in  the  fubvtrfion  of  the  Mof&it  frame  of 
worlhip*  and  in  the  deftru&ion  of  the  eity,  temple* 
and  nation  of  the  Jews*  for  their  obftinacy  and  unbe¬ 
lief  ’*  yea*  fome  (liall  foon  fee  a  giimpfe  and  prefigura¬ 
tion  of  his  future  ftill  more  eminent  glory*  (chap.  xvii. 
I,  2.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  do  the  enemies  of  Chrift  and  his  church  combine  together  againft  him  and 
them,  though  thefc  enemies  be  ever  fo  much  at  variance  among  tbemfclve*  f  ami 
how  much  move  fugacious  are  they  in  temporal,  than  in  fpiritual  concerns !  Ant 
O  how  great  is  the  btefiednefe  of  thofe  that  are  fcvingly  enlightened  with  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  brought  to  believe  in  him  j  God  has  diftinguifhed  them 
by  his  grace;  they  are  built  on  the  Lord  Jefus,  at  a  hire  foundation  that  will  ne¬ 
ver  fail  them;  and  no  dcfjgn*  formed  againft  them  (hall  ever  prevail  to  tbeir ruin. 
Chrift*  as  the  Son  of  man,  has  the  tendered  companion  toward  them ;  and,  as 
the  Son  of  God,  has  almighty  power  to  Cave  them,  in  defiance  of  all  that  oppofc 
them:-  He  has  gone  through  the  deeped  humiliation  and  fufferings  for  their  re¬ 
demption,  and  now  liven  in  his  glory  for  their  fccority  and  falvatiom  And  what* 

L  ever  fpiritual  powers  he  has  lodged  with  dien,  they  are  all  for  the  good  of  h» 
church,  to  be  exerrifed  by  his  cotnmiHiuQ*  and  with  a  reference  to  his  final  judg¬ 
ment;  and  they  fhall  then  be  confirmed  or  reverfed,  accnrding  as  they  (hall  be. 
found  to  agree  or  difagree  with  his  word.  Howfltould  believers  reft  and  rejoice 
j»  him,  own  and  honour  him,  and  even  triumph  in  the  thoughts  of  the  day;  when 
be  (half  (hint  in  all  the  majelty  of  the  God,  and  of  tbeir  fudge,  who  will  come  to 
five  them !  But,  alas  !  how  bufy  is  Satan  with  us,  even  irrthe  hours  of  our  fcrong- 
eft  faith  and  Tweeted  enjoyments!  and  what  need  have  we  to  be  upon  our  watch 
againft  him,  and  againft  the  deceit fulnefa  of  our  own  hearts,  led  we  be  puffed  jip 
with  pride,  grow  impatient  of  humbling  pro(pc£t&»  oppofc  the  wifdom  and  will  of 
thrift,  and  bring  ojiriclves  under  his  rebukga  l»Wc  mud  follow  the  Lamb  whi- 
therfoever  he  goes,  if  we  would  follow  him  at  lad  to'heavto.  What  If  we  differ 
tribulation  and  death  for  his  fake,  in  the  way?  An  immortal  life  of  hlcffednds  lies 
at  die  end;  and  whatfoever  we  may  \oiefer  Ohrid,  we  (hall  be  no  lofers  by  him : 
His  crown  will  make  a  rich  and  eternal  amends  for  his  crofa.  And  O  how  much 
better  is  it  to  deny  ourfclvea  here,  for  an  cverladtng  life  hereafter,  which  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  loft,  than  tp  deny  him  here,  to  our  endlds  min,  which  can  never  be  retrie¬ 
ved  !  What  in  all  this  world  can  once  be  compared  with  the  lofe,  or  ialvation*  of 
a  man’s  own  foul ! 

NOTE. 

f  To  tofte  if  a  Hrbrrifa  far  dpay.  yciifts  make  this  the  preface  to  (heir  account 
Now  alt  thefc  things  wqt  ficn  by  the  apo-  of  if,  vasfrenliy  Ptfcr,  Jrww,  and 
(lie  *frh:i7  and  feme  others,  before  they  died ;  a  week  afterwards*  Gup*  xriL  1. 
ard  the  transfiguration,  which  fome  think  U  r,  a.  and  Laic ix.  ay,  i3,  ip. 
ben  peculiarly  referred  to  beciufedl  the  tvan* 


CHAP.  XVII. 

Chrijl's  trmsfigurati<in7  i, — 13.  Hit  btaling  a  lunalif,  14, — 21.  Hit 

frediCUon 
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prediQicn  of  his  own  death  and  rcfurreElion*  22,  23.  And  bis  far* 
vig  tribute;  24, — 47. 


T*it. 

AND  after  fix 
tby s,  Jcfiis 
tafccth  Peter  t 

tamu,  aodjohn 
brother,  and 
biingcth  them  up 
into  in  high 
OlOiSDUUl  apart. 


*  And  wat 
transfigured  hc- 
ftre  them  ;  and 
bt!  lace  did  thine 
aithcltin,  and  his 
fdmentwai-nhite 
M  the  light. 


Paraphrase* 

A  Bov  T  that  day  feven -night,  Rftcr  Cbrifl  had  fpoken 
of  the  glory  in  which  iome  then  living  fliould  fee 
bim  appear,  (ve  the  note  on  Luke  ix+  28,}  he  privately 
went  up  an  high  mountain  f>  and  took  with  hum  three 
of  his  favourite  difciples,  PcUr^  Jamesy  and  his  brother 
John^  to  give  them  a  gliropfc  of  hin  glory  ;  that  as  they 
were,  in  a  little  time,  to  be  fpeflators  of  his  agony  in 
the  garden,  (chap,  xxvi,  37,}  they  might  be  fo  likewife, 
before- hand,  of  his  inajdiy;  and  that  out  of  the  mouth 
of  two  or  three  witnefles  thole  important  facia  might  be 
eftablifhed, 

2  And  as  he  was  praying,  (Luke  ix,  29.}  the-appear- 
ance  of  his  body  was  changed  $  in  their  light,  from  the 
ordinary  form  of  a  man  and  likenefs  of  a  fervant,  into 
the  iJluftrjoLis  form  or  appearance  of  God,  that  he  might 
look  like  himfdf  as  the  Lord  of  glory  :  And  his  in* 
dwelling  deity  darted  out  its  rays  through  the  vail  of 
his  flefh  with  fuch  tranfeendent  fplendor,  that  his  face 
Ihone  with  divine  majefty,  like  the  fun  j  and  all  his  bo¬ 
dy  was  fo  irradiared  by  it,  that  his  cloaths  could  net 
conceal  its  glory,  but  became  white  and  glittering,  as 
the  very  light,  with  which  be  covered  himlclf  as  with  a 


garment, 

3  And bchoH,  3  And  behold  a  further  fpect men  of  his  lafl  glorious 

wuo^hcmM^fe  app^rance,  when  he  will  come  with  ten  thoufandof  his 
Kid  Eius  inlking  faints  !  There  appeared  Mofcs  the  giver  of  the  law,  and 
Yfch  him.  £lias  the  reflnrcr  of  it,  in  glorious  forms  j  :  and  they 

converfed  with  Chrifl  about  his  lufTcnngs  and  death  at 
Jeni/aUiB;  (Luke  ix»  31,) 

4  Th«s  an-  4  Then  the  difciples  hearing  the  converfation  that 

ftcrod  Peter,  and  pajfed  between  them,  and  thereby  knowing  that  thefe 
?*rd  two  perfons  were  Mofes  and  Eiias  ;  P*tery  with  his  u- 

for  us  tobc  here;  fual  forwardnefs,  fpoke  to  Jefus,  crying  out  with  won- 
if  thou  wik,  kt  Jer  an(|  joy,  Lord,  we  arc  in  a  perfect  eeftafy  at  this  vi* 
ibrcc^aLmad^!  f]0n  :  How  glorious  and  delightful  is  the  fight !  and  how 

cue  happy  would  it  be  for  us  to  continue  here  all  our  days 
amidft  this  glory  !  IF  it  it  pleafe  rhee,  wc  will  pitch  three 
tents,, or  make  three  booths  of  boughs,  in  this  place  ; 


N  0 

f  Thu  1$  co  mm  only  thought  to  have  bcci\ 
noent  Tuiof, 

\  ht  Wt  mctamarpfoftd9 

fcooi  to  refer  tn  pta pt*  iev,  the  jw»*  CrW, 
and  JuAtf  *bu  r,  the 

j'yrffi  of  a  ftrvtotff  and  the  tiiturfi 


one 

T  E  S- 

PfriL  iL  4,  t- :  and  rtny  Infimatt',  ilut  t*'ti 
divine  which  the  iijdwdiing  r*««I  i?t 
out  oh  (his  necafion,  muic  the  *>Joiieas 
chanjipfroni  one  of  the  forms  into  iJtc  u'hff. 

f  Their  bodic*  uw  juvlMbiy  prc-crvt*d 
Idr  this  piupgik. 

t  *hk 


1 24  Evangelzft  Matthew  faraphrafed.  Ch.  xvii. 


4UK  for  thee,  «d 
«iv  for  Nkfw, 
and  ottcfurfcli^fl- 
I  While  he  yet 
fpakt,  behold,  a 
bmh  t  eloodovef* 
AalowoJ  ihon; 
and  behold ,  a 
vneo  out  id  the 
cloud*  which  hi  id 
ThU  *s  my  befc> 
YcdSoa,in  whom 
lamvfllpich&l; 
bar  y*  him* 


tf  And  when 
-the  cli&pl«  heard 
it,  they  felt  on 
their  face ,  and 
verc  fore  afraid. 

y  And  Jefin 
one  ud  Loudud 
sheas  and  fjdd, 
ArUe,  ind  be  doc 
afraid. 


8  And  when 
they  bed  lifted  op 
their  eyes,  they 
iaif  no  n).m,  lave 
Jefnr  only. 

p  And  a#  they 
eitnc  down  from 
the  (roufltainjje- 
fc&durfpdfhcm, 
Lying,  Tell  the 
viUurj  to  do  man, 
until  the -Son  of 
man  be  Hfcn  t- 
jpfr  from  the 


one  far  thee,  another  for  Mqfcs,  and  a  third  for  £&ajt 
that  we  may  all  dwell  together  in  the  mount. 

5  While  he  -was  fpeaking  thefe  words,  behold  an  im¬ 
mediate  tritimony  to  Chrift  from  God  his  Father!  f  A 
bright  cloud  of  glory,  as  a  gracious  emblem  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  Prefence,  en comparted  ail -that  were  there*,  and  the 
difciples  heard  the  Father’s  voice  concerning  Jefus  out 
of  the  cloud,  faying,  This  is  my  beloved  Sou,  in  whofc 
perfon,  office,  and  work,  I  acquicfce,  and  am  highly 
delighted;  and  your  bappincls  is  not  to  be  expeftea 
from  extraordinary  vifions,  but  in  and  from  him  :  As 
therefore  ye  have  nhherto  had  Mofes  and  the  prophets, 
I  now  tum  yoil  over  to  my  dear  Son ;  and,  in  wbatfo- 
ever  he  /hall  teach  and  command  you,  hearken  to  him. 

6  And  when  the  difciples  heard  with  what  divine 
majetty  this  voice  was  uttered,  they,  being  confciuus 
of  their  own  finfulnefs  and  frailty,  were  fo  exceedingly 
aftonilbed  and  terrified,  that  they  fell  down  with  their 
faces  flat  to  the  ground. 

7  But  Jefus  raifed  them  up,  whom  an  awful  fenic  of 
God’s  immediate  prefence  bad  enft  down ;  he  came  in 
his  tendernefs  and  affe£tion,  and  taking  hold  of  them, 
ftrengthened  and  comforted  them,  and  bad  them  rife 
and  not  be  afraid  of  any  evil  wHilft  he  was  with  them. 

8  And  when  they  got  up  and  looked  about  them, 
the  extraordinary  vtfion  and  appearances  were  all  over ; 
and  they  faw  Jefus  alone  in  bis  ufual  form  and  habit, 
juft  as  be  was  before  this  transformation. 

9  Then  they  came  down  with  him  from  the  mount 
of  vilion ;  and,  as  they  were  defeending,  calked  over 
the  glorious  appearance  they  had  fern :  And  Jefus  com¬ 
manded  them  not  to  tell  it  to  the  reft  of  the  difciples, 
left  they  ihould  be  grieved  and  difeouraged  becaufe 
they  were  not  lilcewife  admitted  to  the  fight;  nor  to 
let  any  perfons  know,  it  till  he  the  Mefliah  Ihould  rife 
again  from  the  dead,  left  it  Ihould  exafperate  fume  the 
more  again/!  him,  and  left  Ms  approaching  fufteringi 
ihould  (tumble  others  and  make  them  diibelieve  it: 


At.  dhiidlf- 
4spk&  afkej  JiimT 

fij- 


But  Itc  gnve  have  {or  their*  publishing  it  afterwards; 
hecaufe  hi$  refurrc£Uont  and  the  glory  which  ihould 
follow*  would  make  it  credible  enough,  and  confirm 
their  testimony  about  it* 

jo  They  accordingly  took  no  notice  of  it  to  any  one 
for  the  prefem  \  but  vere  puszled,  in  cbeir  own 

thoughts* 

NOTE. 


-  +  to  have  been  fiich  a  cloud  of  fclorf  as  rifrecM  Jfracl  in  the  wililemcft; 

•  as  J'lri/b  writers  obferve,  rkpantd  at  the  <Uath  of  Hofis*  But  it  now  appeared 

in  hoacur  of  o^r  Lord*  u  the  great  prophet  ot  ch*  church,  who.  wm  prefixed 
h;  Mips* 
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thoughts,  about  what  he  meant  by  the  Mcffish’s  riling 
a6*'n  from,  the  dead,  {Mari  ix.  to.)  And  as  Elias  ftaii 
firfl  com?  fo  little  a  while  with  Chrift,  and  even  hb  appearing  at 
all  nvuft  be  made  a  fecrct  of,  they  alked  him.  Why  it 
was  lb  commonly  faid  by  their  doftors,  in  expounding 
the  law  and  the  prophets,  that  Eliot  muft  publicly  ap¬ 
pear  to  ulher  ip  the  Mcffiah  ? 

uiftwred^nd  tad  11  Je^us  wp'Ked,  It  is  very  fare  that  Eli  at  was  to  he 
Bato  ihem.  Elm  the  forerunner  of  the  Meffiab,  according  to  the  prophe- 
twly  ftuil  fiirft  cy  concerning  him,  {Mai.  iv.  5,6.)  He  was  10  preach 
T*fl°re  doctrines  of  repentance  and  remiflion  of  fins,  and 
“*•  to  point  out  the  Chrift,  and  dire&  people  to  him  for  the 

reformation  of  all  that-  was  amifs  in  the  church  and  in 
world. 


frying,  Why  IMn 
hr  tW  fcribei, 

.  .i  A 


t%  But  1  fry 
unto  you*  that£~ 
lias  is  come  ■!- 
rniy,  and  they 
knew  him  not, 
tut  have  done  un¬ 
to  him  whaffr- 
ever  they  tinted : 
Hfctwife  Auil  a  Jib 
tht  Son  or  nun 
fuffer  of  them* 

ij  Then  the 
tlifcipte*  mwfer- 
flood  that  he 
fpakc  unto  ttibm 
of  Jobo  the  Bap- 
tift* 

14  And  when 
they  were  CotcH 
to  the  multitude, 
there  came  to  him 

a.  ctrteia  mm , 
knedmg  down  to 
him,  and  frying* 


12  But  (fays  he)  I  tel!  you,  that,  anfwerable  to  the 
deGgn  of  the  prophecy,  Elias  (i.  e.  one  coming  in  the 
fpirit  and  power  of  Elias )  has  already  appeared  and 
done  his  office;  and  the  feribes  and  Pnarifees  did  not 
know  and  receive  or  own  him  under  that  cbara&er, 
but  rejected  his  baptifm,  and  faid  he  had  a  devil,  (Luke 
vii.  jo,  31.)}  and  they  were  pleated  when  he  was  put 
to  death-:  In  like  manner  they  alio  reject  and  reproach 
the  Meffiah  himfejf,  and  will  procure  his  death* 

13  Then  the  difciplee  underftood  him  to  mean,  that 
Joha  the  Baptijl  was  the  Elias  prophcGcd  of  as  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  Chrift. 

14  The  day  after  this,  (Luke  ix.  37.)  when  Jcfus, 
in  company  with  Peter,  Janus,  and  John ,  returned 
from  the  mountain  to  the  multitude,  who  were  gather¬ 
ed  together  about  the  reft  of  the  difciples  that  were  left 
below,  (Mark  ix.  14.)  a  certain  man  came  to  hire,  and, 
kneeling  down  before  him  like  an  hnmble  Applicant, 
laid. 


ij  Lord,  have 
mercy  00  my  &n: 
for  he  ialiiBaiick, 
and  lore  vexed: 
for  oftcwinci  he 
fallcth  into  the 
fim^aod  oft  Into 
the  water. 


it  And  I 
kought  him  to 
thy  difiiplo,  and 
they  could  not 
curt  him. 

it  Then Jefos 
aafweRdartdlaid, 
O  fdthleft  and 
per- 


15  Lord,  if  thon  art  able,  (Mark  ix.  22.)  I  befecch 
thee  to  have  corapaffion  upon  my  fon,  who  is  my  only 
child,  and  is  grieve ufly  tormented  by  an  evil  fpirit  that 
has  got  pofleflion  of  him,  (Luke  ix.  38,  39.) :  For  at 
certain  jealous  of  the  moon  he  is  diftra&ed,  and  has  the 
jalling-Gcknefs  to  fucb  a  degree,  that  many  times  he 
fnddenly  tumbles  into  the  lire,  and  at  others  into  the 
water,  to  the  endangering  of  his  life. 

16  And  while  thou  wert  abfent,  I  brought  him  to 
thy  difciples,  in  hopes  that  they  might  difpoflefa  Satan, 
and  heal  my  fon;  but  alas!  they  tried,  and  found  it 
fuch  a  defperate  cafe,  that  they  could  do  nothing  in  it. 

s 7  Then  Jefus  rebuked  him,  and  the  unbelieving 
multitude,  and  efpecially  the  feribes,  who  feemed  to 
infult  the  difciples,  and  rclleft  upon  their  Lord,  becaufe 

they 
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pcrvcrfc  get wra- 
tion,  how  long 
fhall  1  be  with 
you  ?  how  long 
fhall  l  fuJFer  yriul 
brinj  him  hither 
to  KDCW 


they  had  failed  in  their  attempt  to  work  this  cure, 
(Mark  ik*  14,);  and  he  (aid  to  them  f,  O  incredalous, 
degenerate,  and  froward  race  of  men,  how  (hall  I  con* 
tinue  working  miracles  among  you,  before  ye  will  he 
convinced  of  my  power  and  goodnefs  ?  How  long  (hall 
I  bear  with  your  obftinate  infidelity  ?  Bring  the  child  to 
me,  that  I  may  (hew  mine  arm  is  not  fhortened  that  it 
cannot  fave* 


i3  And  Jcfiis 
relinked  the  devil, 
ind  he  departed 
out  of  him  :  and 
the  child  wat  cu¬ 
red  from  that  ve¬ 
ry  hour* 

ip  Then  came 
the  tliicipki  to 
Jrfiis  apart,  find 
fiid,  Why  could 
not  we  Citlt  him 
out  ? 

±o  And  Jefus 
faid  unto  (hem, 
Etnufc  of  ycur 
unbelief r  for  ve¬ 
rily  £  fay  uni® 
yon.  If  ye  have 
frith  as  a  grain  »f 
m  pilar J- feed,  yc 
IhiHfsyunto  this 
mountain.  Re¬ 
move  hence  U> 
yonder  place,  And 
it  Hull  remove; 
and  nothing  lhall 
be  impoiliblc  au¬ 
to  you, 

si  Houbclt, 
this 


1 8  They  accordingly  brought  him  to  Jefus,  and  be 
immediately,  with  divine  majefty  and  authority,  re¬ 
primanded  the  devil,  and  forced  him,  by  a  bare  word 
of  command,  to  come  out  of  the  lad,  who  was  perfect¬ 
ly  healed  that  very  inftant. 

19  As  foon  as  Jefus  had  withdrawn  from  the  people, 
his  di  Tuples  heing  concerned  at  the  defeat  they  had  met 
with  in  attempting  this  cure,  and  not  knowing  the  rea- 
fon  of  it,  came  and  afkcd  him.  Whence  it  was  Lhat  they 
could  not  caft  out  the  devil  and  heal  this  child  ? 

20  And  Jefus  aniwered  them.  It  was  for  want  of  a 
proper  and  prefent  exercife  of  faith  in  you,  as  well  as 
in  the  parent  of  the  child :  For  I  aflurcdly  tell  you,  that 
if  at  any  time  ye  truly  depend  upon  me,  and  the  pro- 
mifes  or  my  prefence  with  you,  though  it  be  only  with 
the  lead  degree  of  fmcere  faith,  fuch  as,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  is  but  like  a' grain  of  muftard-feed;  ye  (hall 
do  things  that  arc  feeniingly  as  impcflible,  as,  by  a 
word’s  fpeaking,  to  remove  that  mountain,  which  ye 
fee,  to  another  place ;  and  nothing  fhall  be  too  hard  for 
you  to  do,  for  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  discharge  of 
your  duty  and  office,  by  my  power  accompanying  you. 

21  However,  be  it  known  unto  you,  that  %  this  kind 

of 


NOTE  s. 


t  Molt  expofimr,  fiippofc  this  rebate  was 
{r'vcn  10  (he  (Utopia;  but  the appslLttkm 
that  out  IjOtiI  httt  nlw,  if  itinrr  like  tlmle 
which  he  was  wont  to  give  to  the  fi  rihrs  than 
to  his  difei pl« :  And  if  he  now  called  them 
■  foitMcft  sind  perverie  geiKraiiop,  they 
would  hstve  bill  no  occasion  afterwards  10  a/k 
turn  the  rcitfon,  u  they  did,  (iw,  ip,]  « 
they  could  not  caft  out  (his  devil.  Betides, 
the  anfwer  «u  dinrAed  to  the  father  of  the 
child,  m  one  of  this  perverie  generation. 
Murk  iV  19.  fce  the  note  there- 

}  Interpreter*  generally  iliink  that  our 
Lord  jneanc  thii  find  of  mir/rtlttj  vh.  catt¬ 
ing  our  of  devil*.  But  *s  on  one  hand,  the 
antecedent,  according  to  this  firppoTrtion, 
Be?  remote,  ar.d  is  ratW  eoHeAed  from, 
than^  nprc/Td  in,  tlw  foregoing  cunfcxt ; 
and  it  is  difficult  to  mike  good  ferife  of  the 
phrifc,  fZcj  kiudsf  T&iraUigxj  tit}  wU;  And 


a?*  00  die  other  band,  faith  b  the  next  ante¬ 
cedent,  and  is  exprefdy  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  verfe;  and  tbe  ftylfl,  ibis  Mad  of 
faith  js«  act  m #,  lies  «fy  and  natural ;  1  ra¬ 
ther  chufe  the  ftnfe  given  in  tfie  paraphraft. — 
What  our  Lord  here  mention*  about  prayer 
and  failing,  is  00  way  inconiillcnt  with  what 
he  had  ftiduguiufThUdiftiptcs  fading  whilfl 
he  fniield  continue  with  diem,  [Mott-ix* 
14,  i’f.)  For  that  related  only  to  the  fre¬ 
quent  and  flated  faft*  of  fhc  Pharifecs,  and  of 
Jtbn  the  Iwittift'*  diftiplcs ;  but  was  no  pro¬ 
hibition  of  his  own  di(tipb  fatting,  during 
his  continuance  on  earth,  upon  extraordina¬ 
ry  Oceanians,  ttke  this  :  Etudes  at  the  rime 
here  referred  tof  Chrift  ua$  uliicnt  from  lh:fc 
difciplcs,  and  they  did  rnt  know  whether 
they  fhmtld  ever  fee  him  Again;  and  then 
fatting  was  as  proper  for  them,  as  in  any  0- 
oiber  lhte  of  things 


t  w 
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thb  kind  gptih  of  (aith,  which  I  am  fpeaking  of,  docs  not  go  forth*  to 

nut  out,  but  fay  -  '  ■  '  ’  ‘  - 

ptayn  and  fail¬ 
ing, 

iz  And  while 
they  abode  id  Ga¬ 
lilee,  Jefus  ibid 
unto  tbemf  The 
Sod  of  man  (hall 
be  betrayed  into 
taehaadiof  men: 


the  working  of  this  fort  of  miracles,  without  earaeft 
prayer  and  humiliation,  with  falling,  to  obtain  it. 

.  21  After  this,  as  they  were  palling 

through  fome  part  of  Galilee  in  their  return  to  Caperna¬ 
um,  (Mark  ix.  30.}  Jefus  again  put  his  difciples  in  mind 
of  his  (offerings  and  death,  laying,  The  Mefliah  will 
be  delivered  up  (<«xui  **}*Stt «ra«i)  by  the  determinate 
counfci  and  foreknowledge  of  God,  and  by  the  perfidi¬ 
ous  management  of  others,  into  the  hands  of  cruel  men: 

23  And  they  will  put  him  to  death,  and  on  the  third 
day  he  (hall  rife  again.  But  the  difciples  being  fo 
ftrangely  ftupid  as  not  to  know  what  he  meant  by  riling 
again  on  the  third  day,  {Mark  ix.  32.)  were  exceedingly 
troubled  to  hear  of  the  barbarous  ufage,  the  calamities 
and  death,  that  were  to  befal  him. 

24  And  when  they  were  come  to  Capernaum ,  where 
lw*h  J*fus  and  PJUr  usually  dwelt,  (chap.  iv.  13.  and 

they  that  recei¬ 
ved  tTibmc-jRtJN/ 
wme  to  Peter, 
and  laid.  Doth 
not  your  miAcr 
pay  tribute] 


ij  And  they 
(bill  kill  him!  and 
the  third  day  he 
fhali  be  railed  a- 
gi:o  :  and  they 
were  exceeding 
lorry, 

14  And  when 


irj  He  Aith, 
Tw-  And  when 
be  was  come  into 
the  honfe,  Jeiu* 
prevented  him , 
frying  ,  What 
thinkeft  thoa,  Si¬ 
mon  :  of  whom 
dothcLing&ofthe 
rerth  ukectiftom 
or  tribute  ?  of 
their  ova  chU- 
drea,  of  of  Arw- 
ger*? 

1 6  Peter  fifth 
unto  him ,  Of 
Arango*  THus 
frith  unto  aim  1 
Then  a  re  the  chil¬ 
dren  fret. 


viii.  14.)  fome  officers  of  the  temple,  who  collcded  the 
offerings  for  its  fervice,  came  to  Peter ,  and  a  iked  him. 
Whether  his  mailer  would  not  pay  the  half-ftiekcl  f, 
which  ufed  to  be  given  annually  by  the  Jeva  of  twenty 
years  old  and  upwards,  toward  the  expence  of  the  daily 
facrifice,  and  other  nece (Paries  for  the  worlhip  of  God? 
{Exod.  xxx.  13,  14,  15.) 

25  Peter  anfwered,  Yes,  I  make  no  doubt  but  he 
will :  And  going  into  the  houfe  to  fpeak  to  him  about 
it,  Jefus,  who  hy  his  divine  omnifeknee  knew  what 
had  paffed,  and  with  what  defign  Peter  came,  prevent¬ 
ed  him  with  this  queftion,  faying,  Simon,  what  do  you 
think  about  perfons  rendering  cuftom  or  tribute  to  earth¬ 
ly  princes?  Do  they  ufe  to  demand  fuch  payments  of 
tbeir  children  and  heirs,  whofe  interefts  are  one  and 
the  fame  with  their  own?  Or  do  they  only  require  them 
of  other  people,  who,  being  not  of  their  family,  are 
either  fubjews,  or"  foreigners  that  trade  with  them  ? 

26  Peter  readily  anfwered.  They  demand  them  only 
of  fubje&s  and  foreigners :  Upon  which  Jefus  replied. 
You  fee  then,  that  the  children  themfolves  are  exempt¬ 
ed  from  all  fuch  taxes  •,  and  for  that  reafon,  I,  who  am 
the  Son  of  God,  and  Heir  of  all,  am  not  obliged  to  pay 
tribute  for  tbe  feivice  of  my  Father’s  houfe,  which  is 
my  temple  as  well  as  his,  {Mai.  iii.  1.) 

27  How- 

T  E. 

tlit  piece  of  money  mentioned  rer.  47.  And 
j  thi*:Jc  the  way  uf  ChrifPs  arguing  on  ihis 
uea Con  cannot  taftly  be  underload,  with¬ 
out  fttppoting  that  the  tribute  here  ipoken  of 
vah  flcrnamlai  by  the  tetnpic*<f(Ecets  for  us 
fcrvlrc*  I'tL  Jfvr-  Jfrv.ifl  L*c. 


N  O 

t  The  dr<rcbm*i  or  tribute- 

money  hen:  mentioned,  ufadty  Jinufirs  the 
money  that  vas  ye*rlry  paid  Into  the  ercvfu- 
sy  of  the  Eemplc.  Two  of  tltefc  made  a 
fajlf-frckel,  in  value  about  fifteen  pence; 
and  four  made  the  Aster  (rarepa)  ot  Ih&tl, 
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17  However,  as  I  am  made  under  the  law,  and  am 
come  to  fulfil  alt  righteoufnefc,  fo  I  wave  my  original 
right;  And  that  we  may  not  give  any  occafion  of  of* 
fence  to  the  men  that  demand  this  fort  of  tribute,  or  to 
any  of  the  people,  and  may  not  needleftly  prejudice 
them  againft  me  and  my  doQrine  as  if  I  had  no  regard 
to  the  temple ;  go  away  to  the  lake  of  Genncfaret^  and, 
letting  down  your  hook,  take  up  the  firft  fi  Hi  that  frail 
he  catched ;  then,  opening  his  mouth,  you  will  find  a 
jlatery  or  piece  of  money  of  the  value  of  a  fhekel, 
which  is  juft  enough  to  farisfy  for  me  and  you;  and 
therewith  pay  the  temple-officers  for  us  both ;  though, 
by  that  inftance  of  my  dominion  over  all,  you  may  fee 
that  they  have  no  right  to  require  it  of  me, 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  an  afTefting  mixture  of  glory  and  abafemrnt  was  there  m  ChnfFs  appear* 
ance  upon  earth  !  He  Hiohe  in  the  majefty  of  God,  was  attended  with  glorified 
faints,  was  avouched  and  owned  by  his  Father’s  immediate  voice;  and  the  difei- 
ples  faw  his  glory,  as  the  glory  of  the  Only- begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
and  truth :  And  yet,  for  our  fakes,  he  became  lb  poor,  as  not  to  have  a  fhehel  to 
fpare,  without  a  miracle  to  provide  it.  Devils  and  diftempm  flew  before  him ; 
and  yrt  a  pervtrfe  and  fait hldfe  generation  dtfpifcd  him.  At  length  he  was  betray¬ 
ed  and  crucified ;  but,  after  that,  his  refurreftioD  from  the  dead  put  a  luftre  up¬ 
on  his  Aifterings,  and  wiped  off  all  their  reproach*  O  glorious  and  conddcenjd- 
ing  Saviour!  He  that  could  command  a  6lh  to  come  to  Peters  hook,  with  a 

Eiece  of  money,  which  other  by  his  omnifcience  be  knew  was  in  its  mouth,  or 
j  his  omnipotence  he  put  it  into  it,  could  eafily  have  fupplicd  himfdf  with  all 
the  ftom  and  riches  of  nature;  and  he  that  raffed  himfelf  from  the  dead,  could 
eafily  have  prevented  his  fufferings  and  death,  if  he  had  not  chofcn  to  fubmit 
to  them:  But  as  his  Father  had  in  eternal  counted  determined  them,  he  freely 
conferred  to  them,  that  he  might  glorify  him  on  earth,  and  bring  redemption  to 
bis  people*  O  how  fhotfld  the  thoughts  of  Chrift’s  tnajefty  recommend  him  to 
our  faith,  and  make  os  rejoice  ami  triumph  in  his  crofsl  and  had  we  more  faith 
in  thde  things*  with  what  delight  and  cale  (hould  we  perform  the  moft  difficult 
duties  he  calls  ns  toi  Were  it  not  for  want  of  this,  who  knows  what  wonders  his 
power  would  work  for  us?  But  unbelief  difltonours  him,  and  roars  all*— Aglimpfc 
of  his  glovy  in  an  ordinance  will  make  us  fay.  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here; 
bow  much  more  fhall  we  find  it  good  to  be  with  him  in  heaven,  where  the  faints 
will  be  all  glorified  together,  will  know  one  another,  and  con  verfe  with  him  snail 
hisglpry!  Was  the  Divine  Majrfty  now  to  thine  in  its  own  immediate  light  up* 
on  us,  how  fooTi  would  it  overfet  11s!  But  btefled  be  God,  Us  prefect  delays  arc 
tempered,  and  fuited  to  our  frail  and  finful  circa  mftances ;  and  when  any  of  its 
terrors  difmay  and  call  u*  down,  under  a  feufc  of  our  own  nolbroguOtt,  guilt, 
and  vifenefa,  the  grace  and  tendernrfs  of  a  dear  Saviour  comforts  andrarfesut  up; 
And  as  God  is  well*  pfeafrd  in  bis  Son,  and  turns  us  over  to  him,  we  ftooH  hear* 
ken  to  his  good  and  comfortable  words;  and  believe  his  promifes,  as  well  as  o- 
bey  hta  commands:  But,  alas!  when  we  have  been  with  Jefus  in  the  mount,  we 
foon  come  into  the  valley  again;  bnt  when  once  wd  (Hour  feet  on  the  everla fl¬ 
ing  hills,  the  vifion  will  never  fail,  nor  datknefa  return  any  more.  Every  thing  is 
beautiful  in  its  fbafoo :  Some  difrovrrie*  of  Chrift  are  referved  for  times  when  wc 
may  moft  need  them,  and  they  will  come  with  the  richeft  advantage ;  and  the 
greateft  of  all  (ball  be,  when  we  get  to  and  £/i#jt  at  the  rciurreftiotf  of 

the  juft*  In  the  mean  time,  htnv  prudent  and  cautions  fhould  we  be  to  avoid 
'nremefs  offences,  that  we  may  not  prejudice  others  againft  Chrift,  his  dodrines 
and  ways;  but  maybe  b/anulefs  ana  hormltfs*  tbt  Jons  of  6W,  without  rthuhi* 
in  tb r  midji  <tf a  crooked  and ptrverf*  generation  t  Phil*  ii,  ij* 


xt  Norwlrh  - 
fiaiuling,  left  we 
Jh^nld  o£nd 
them,  go  thou  to 
the  (hi,  and  raft 
«d  book,  aad  take 
op  the  filh  thtt 
flrft  cimteth  up; 
and  vbtD  thiiii 
h- ft  opened  his 
mouth,  thou  fbalt 
find  a  piece  of 
sn^ney  :  that 

lake,  aod  give  un¬ 
to  them  for  me 
and  thee* 


T*  IT. 

AT  the  Taint 
time  ftmc 
the  difrtplcj  un¬ 
to  JcTtis,  Ikying, 
Who  U  the  great- 
ea  in  rite  siiiff- 
dom  of  bttvai? 
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CHAP.  xvm. 

ChrifFt  difcourfe  of  humility  i, — 5.  Of  off c  nee  s,  and  the  way  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  offenders f  6, — 20-  And  of  forgiving  perfonat  injuries) 
21  — 35- 

Par  A  P  H  RASE. 

'THE  difciples,  ftill  retaining  notions  of  the  external 
grandeur  of  Ch  rift's  kingdom,  disputed  among 
themfelves,  in  the  way  to  Capernaum ,  about  which  of 
them  might  expert  to  have  the  chief  poftof  dignity  and 
authority  in  bis  dominions :  And  when  they  came  into 
the  houfc,  Jefus,  knowing  what  had  patted,  and  that 
the  lame  thoughts  ft  ill  worked  in  their  minds,  afked 
them,  What  they  had  been  difpuring  about  by  the  way  ? 
that  he  might  bring  the  matter  to  light.  At  fir  ft  they 
were  filent,  being  afhamed  to  own  it,  (fee  Mark  ix.  33, 
34.) ;  But  at  length,  finding  themfelves  dtlcovercd,  they 
made  no  more  a  fecret  of  it ;  but  alked  him,  Which  of 
them  (hould  be  preferred  to  he  higheft  place  of  honour 
and  trull  in  his  kingdom  ? 

a,  3.  To  anfwer  this  queftion,  by  a  proper  emblem, 
as  well  -as  words,  Jefus  ordered  a  little  child  to  be 
brought  to  him  ;  and,  fetting  him  before  them,  faid. 
The  nature  of  my  kingdom  is  inch,  that  I  aflurcdly  tell 
Vtiiiy?  Erf  unto  you  t^Unlefs  ye  be  turned  from  this  millaken  conceit 
you.  Except  ye  and  carnal  affection  of  fecular  authority  and  glory,  and 
become,  in  the' temper  of  your  minds,  like  little  chil- 
ehiUrer/ye  (iraH  dren,  who  have  no  ambitious  defires,  views,  or  con- 
n«  enter  info  the  tentions,  about  honour,  wealth  or  power,  ye  lhaU  not 
kingdom  of  h**-  partake  of  the  hleifings  of  the  gofpel-kingdom  which  I 
am  come  to  ereft  in  this  world,  nor  of  the  glorious 
kingdom  to  which  I  will  bring  my  difciples  in  the  next. 

4  Whoioever  therefore  (hall  not  reach  after  magifte- 
rial  dominion  and  worldly  honour  4,  but  (hall  be  of  a 
humble  fpirit,  in  refemblance  of  this  little  child,  he  ihall 

the  fame  is  great-  be  elleemed  by  my  Father  and  roc,  and  by  his  fellow- 
-  klDg*  Chriftians,  as  the  mod  excellent  and  honourable  mem¬ 

ber  of  my  church  on  earth,  and  (hall  be  advanced  to 
the  higheft  degrees  of  glory  in  heaven. 

5  And  whofoever  Ihall,  without  temporal  views,  af¬ 
fectionately  entertain  or  (hew  friend Chip  to  fuch  a  bum¬ 
ble  difciple  of  mine,  merely  becaufe  be  belongs  to  me, 

X  I  bears 

note  S. 

*  After  the  firfl  jpra nd  cormrfion*  from  temporal  dominion  for  Petfrt  orpoptt,  who 

pretend  ro  lie  !m  fueceflort,  or  a  fnperiorifjr 
of  order  and  auction:  y  \n  one  miniver  over  a- 
muhcr.ii  mijjhi  litivt  beta  «pc{lcdt  that,  on 
this  ofcafinr .  h**  -.v  mid  bvtc  give:!  hint* 

of  it ;  Bwt  be  h  Id  far  from  dring  side,  ii^t 
he  cutidemitf  every  thing  thu  look;  Like  ii. 


%  And  Jefiu 
cr.Ucdaliulc  child 
unto  him,  aod  Jet 
him  ia  the  mfclrt 
of  them, 

3  And  fjiid. 


veiu 


4  Whofoever 
therefore  Ihall 
humble  himfidf 
i  thfclmkchild. 


dom  of  heaven* 


S  And  whoJo 
Hull  receive  one 
fuch  little  child 
in 

VoL.  I. 


a  rttU  of  nature  to  a  (Htc  of  grace,  there  are 
tnj-ny  eon  vet  lion*  from  particular  errors  and 
fins,  or  turning;  to  God  through  Chrlit,  lay 
fyrh  and  repentance,  which  are  nccdury  to 
£»l  c  .it  '(in. 

I  If  Cinrt  hsd  defigned  a  Tupreinacy  and 
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my  mmc,  fe- 
ctrivtij)  iuc+ 


6  B:it  vlicfo 
fc:iHoffcml  oncuf 

tiR-tcr  IlHlc  ones 

r  vMrh  bdicrc  :n 
ftir,  it  wcte  bet¬ 
ter  for  him  that 
&  miiAonc  weic 
hsagai  about  tits 
At-ck*  itnclf^r/hc 
veil  downed  in 
the  drpcji  of  the 

7  Wonntrtlhc 
w  nrJJ  bcCJufe  ot' 
wieners!  Tor  it 
mu  ft  itcttl&bc  iliac 
oiT^nct*  come  j 
hut  wo  to  ihwt 
Trum  by  whom  the 
&  jfciitt  ainicth  l 


*  R  Wiwirfort, 
if  ihy  hsatluithy 
foot  olfenil  thte, 
c dt  them  oft,  *nd 
call  th'*n  from 
ihee  r  tt  if  better 
for  thee  to  enter 
jnro  life  halt  nr 
ffuimed  ,  rather 
than  having  rwu 
h^n:b  or  twt  feet 
to  1>c  cart  into  c- 
verf ailing  fivc. 

P  And  if  thine 
eye  oftlnd  thee, 
ptnck.U  nut,  and 
iMll  it  from  idee  : 
h  iibocccr for  thee 
to  rtiter  into  life 
with  one  eye,  n-, 
ther  than  haring 
two  eyes  to  htcJt 
into  hett-firc. 

io  Take  heed 
that  ye  defjnfc  imt 
mic  nf  theft  fit  tie 
ones  ;  for  I  I  If 
nnloyou,  that  in 
hciiveii  their  asi- 
gels 


bears  my  image,  and  has  karat  or  me  who  am  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart,  be  dial!  be  accounted  of  as  if  he  had 
paid  rhe  tame  kind  regards  to  myfelf  in  perfon. 

6  But,  oh  the  other  hand,  whofoever  frail  feduce, 
difrcaite.n,  and  lay  Humbling- blocks  before  any  of  thefe 
lowly- minded  difciples,  who  by  faith  embrace  me,  and 
are  related  to  me,  it  would  have  been  better  for  him  to 
have  come  to  a:i  untimely  death  by  the  hand  of  public 
juflicej  like  a  perfon  thrown  with  a  great  ftone  about 
his  neck  into  the  fca,  than  to  have  been  guilty  of  fuch 
mifehief  to  them,  which  will  bring  a  much  forer  pu- 
nifrment  on  himfelf  than  any  temporal  death  can  be. 

y  Dreadful  are  the  judgments  of  God  that  Ihali  come 
upon  the  world  for  fitch  corrupt  opinions  and  mal¬ 
practices  as  are  difeouraging,  injurious,  and  enliiaiing 
to  the  lead,  of  my  difciples  j-for,  conlidertng  how  de¬ 
praved  mankind  are,  and  how  bufy  Satan  is,  it  is  mo¬ 
rally  impoffibk  but  that,  under  divine  permiflion,  fuch 
things  will  fall  out  in  the  world  :  But  tne  greateft  of  all 
woes  belongs  to,  and  (hull  be  infliefed  on,  the  man, 
whoever  he  be,  whofe  (in  fid  and  niifchicvoue  behaviour 
is  the  occalion  of  others  being  perverted,  or  grieved,  or 
drawn  into  evil. 

8,  9  If  therefore  any  thing  that  would  be  an  occalion 
of  iin  to  you,  and  have  a  pernicious  influence  on  the 
lead  of  my  true  difciples,  be  as  dear,  and,  in  your  car¬ 
nal  fenfe  of  things,  as  important  to  yon,  as  a  hand,  a 
foot,  or  an  eye,  it  mull  be  parted  with  and  abandoned  ; 
the  body  of  lin  mu  ft  be  ciucified^  and  all  its  gratifica¬ 
tions  mod  be  cut  off,  how  much  foever  it  may  he  a- 
gainft  the  grain  of  flefh  and  blood  to  fubmit  to  this  fc- 
verity,  rather  than  the  caufe  of  truth  and  peace  and 
holinefs  be  injured,  to  the  Rumbling  or  fcducing  of 
any. that  belong  to  me  :-For  it  is  much  better  to  under¬ 
go  the  moft  painful  felf-denying  mortifications  in  this 
world,  and  to  be  admitted  to  eternal  life  in  the  next, 
thau  to  hold  that  fad,  whatever  it  be,  which  would 
cherifh  finful  and  injurious  inclinations,  and  minifter 
occafions  of  gratifying  and  indulging  them  here,  and 
to  be  evcrJaftingly  tokmented  for  it  in  hell  hereafter. 

to  See  to  it,  therefore,  that  ye  do  not  think  meanly 
of,  or  carry  it  with  contempt  and  fcorn,  or  in  an  in- 
fcariug,  offenfive  or  difeouraging  manner,  towards  any, 
even  of  the  wcakeft  true  believers,  that  rdemblc  this 
cbild ;  For  1  tell  you,  they  are  highly  hououretl  ill  hea¬ 
ven,  where  they  have  a  hoft  of  guardian-angels,  who 
on  all  occafions  invilibly  watch  over  them,  anil  in  a 
kind  and  beneficial  manner  imnittcr  to  them  j  who  are 

like- 


Oh.  xvm.  *i 

bJd  (he  face  of 
my  Father  which 
b  Lit  havtQt 


rt  Jor  the  Son 
*r  nun  ucchhc  «> 
five  that  which 
w-is  Igit, 


ti  How  thiok 
ye  ?  if  a  Qiii>  have 
an  Fmndmd  fhcep, 
and  one  of  them 
be  gone  aft  ray, 
doth  he  not  leave 
the  ninety  and 
nine,  and  goer h 
into  the  mouii-> 
tains,  andfeeketh1 
that  which  is 
gone  affray  ? 

*1  And  if  fo 
he  that  he  find  it, 
verily  I  fay  iimo 
you,  he  rcjoictth 
Horvofthatjta^ 
than  of  the  nine* 
ry  and  nine  which 
went  not  afttay. 

14  Even  fo  it 
U  not  the  will 
o  f  yntir  Father 
which  is  La  hca- 
that  one  of 
theic  little  ones 
fhoukd  periih. 


IS  Moreover* 
H  thy  brotberltaH 

trtljtiJs  agjimft 
thitj  Mi 

J^jin 
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likewife  always  attending  my  Father,  as  his  retinue  and 
hjs  fervants,  to  ohfenrc  his  orders,  and  do  his  pleafure* 
concerning  them  ;  and  who  do  not  lo(e  the  beatific  vi- 
fion while  they  are  mini  firing  to  thefe  heirs  of  falvation, 
but  carry  their  heaven  with  them,  and  are  con  (land  y  in 
his  fpccial  prefence,  like  Ms  favourites  and  courtiers, 
beholding  his  'glory* 

11  And  there  is  a  higher  reafon  (till  why  ye  fhould 
not  defpife  even  fucb  as  ioay  be  thought  the  mod  cun* 
temptibk  of  them  that  bejieve  in  me,  which  is  alfo  the 
reafon  why  the  glorious  angels  tbemfclves  have  fuch  a 
charge  of  them :  For  I  the  MefRab  am  come  into  this 
world  on  purpofe  to  redeem  and  fave  them  who  were 
in  a  loft  and  perilhing  condition  ;  to  recover  them  from 
the  ruins  of  the  common  apofhfy  ;  and  to  prevent -their 
Humbling  and  falling  again  T:UO,  perdition,  after  I  have 
brought  them  into  the  way  of  falvation,  that  none  may 
pluck  them  out  of  my  own  and  my  Father’s  hands* 4 

12  What  think  ye  of  the  love  and  care  of  my  Fa¬ 
ther,  from  whom  I  am  come  to  fave  them  ?  It  may  be 
llluflrated  by  this  parable:  If  a  man  has  an  hundred 
Qieep,  and  one  of  them  ftrays  into  diftant,  bye,  and 
dangerous  places,  does  he  not  (hew  2  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  concern  for  it,  left  it  be  utterly  loft  ?  and,  leaving 
the  other  ninety-nine  in  his  fold,  does  not  he  immedi- 
ately  go  and  fcareh  through  the  mountains,  and  all  the 
country  round  about,  for  this  ftieep,  that  it  may  not 
peiifh  ? 

13  And  when  he  finds  it,  I  tell  you  affuredly,  he 
will  be  more  fenfibly  affefted,  and  exprefc  greater  joy, 
at  the  recovery  of  this  one,  which  was  fo  much  expofed 
to  danger,  than  at  the  fiifety  of  all  the  reft  of  his  flock, 
which  never  ftrayed  from  his  fold* 

14  Juft  fo,  fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  your 
heavenly  Father  is  concerned  for  his  Qieep,  that  ate  led 
a  ft  ray  by  dangerous  difeouragements,  temptations,  and 
(hares  j  and  rejoices  over  them,  when  he  has  recovered 
them,  more  than  in  the  prefervation  of  thofe  that  never 
were  feduced  fince  he  brought  them  into  his  fold  :  For 
it  is  his  defign,  and  his  pleasure,  that  none  of  the  mean- 
eft  of  thefe  fhould  perilh,  but  that  every  one  of  them 
fliould  be  effectually  fayed}  and  it  is  his  commanding 
will,  that  ye  do  nothing  to  pervert,  difeourage,  or  bin¬ 
der  them  in  their  way  to  heaven,  hut  do  all  that  in  you 
lies  to  fubferve  and  promote  their  fill  vat  ton* 

15  Suppofc  therefore  one  of  you  fhoald  receive  (bme 
notorious  injury  or  affront  from  any  of  your  Chriftian 
brethren;  do  nut  think  that  you  may  juftly  defpife  him, 

1  2  and 
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him  his  fault  be-  and  return  the  jike  upon. him;  or  that  you  are  not  o- 
liimaloot"  inS  to  concern  yourfelf  about  preventing  the.  danger 

fltall  heir  dice,  he  thereby  expofes  himlclj  to :  But,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  go 
thou  haft  gained  m  him,  anti  in  a  private  friendly  manner  endeavour  to 
iljj  bt«t  er,  make  him  fenfible  of  the  offence  he  has  been  guilty  of; 

atul  If  he  takes  this  well,  and  is  hrought  to.  repentance 
by  it,  your  end  is  atlfwered ;  friend  (hip  is  renewed ; 
and  your  brother  is  recovered  from  his  (in,  and  from  the 
danger  he  was  running  into;  and  no  more  is  .to  be  laid 
about  the  matter. 


t«  Rm  If  he  td  But  if  he  be  obftinate  and  angry,  or  will  not  fall 
tfro” take* with  un^er  bis  fault ;  then  take  with  you  one  or  two  other 
thee,  one  or  »uo  difinterefted  prudent  Cbriftian  brethren  of  the  church 
more,  that  in  the  to  which  both  of  you  may  belong,  ftill  further  to  hear 
ttncfwirmffa  a11^  judge  of  the  cafe  between  him  and  you,  and  to  join 
virr wrd  maybe  in  ait  admopirion  as  occafion  requires,  that  it  may  have 
ufobli&ai.  tlie  greater  weight  with  him  to  convince  and  make  him 
afhamed,  as  coming  from  the  mouth  of  two  or  three 
witneffes,  of  the  nature  of  his  crime,  and  of  his  be  ha* 
vjour  under  it. 

i>  And  if  lie  1 7  And  if  this  method  fail,  fo  that  he  be  no  more 
(hall  ecglcft  to  wrought  upon  by  tbeit  united  attempt  than  when  you 
mm'tuitiirchl  wcnt  to  bint  Cngly  and  alone ;  then  bring  it  before  the 
W  if  he  we  -  church.  Or  that  particular  religious  fbciety  of  which  ye 
jK'-irtlie  both  are  fuppofed  to  be  memhers,  that  he  may  he  re - 
U  nntotbccui'iTi  httkcii  before  at f,  (t.  Tim.  v.  ac.)  and  that  the  joint  «- 
hnthen  man  and  d savours  of  the  whole  body  may  be  ufsd  to  reclaim 
a  publican.  him  :  And  if  he  ftill  continues  obftinate  under  the  pu¬ 
blic  admonition  of  the  church,  nothing  remains  further 
to  be  done,  hut  for  them  to  proceed  to  a  fatemn  cenfore 
of  him  as  incorrigible,  that  you  and  all  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  may  withdraw  your  religious  communion  and  ua- 
necefiaiy  ennverfation  from  him;  fo  as  to  have  np  more 
to  do  with  him,  than  .if  he  were  an  heathen,  or  one  of 
the  raoli  abandoned  of  men,  until  he  is  brought  to  re 
penrauce,  and  appeals  fit  to  be  teftored. 

VrrllvTfty  18  I  a  flu  redly  tell  you,  That  wbatfoever  ye,  in  this 
fnmv ,<My«W|hali  W{,)r  proceeding  according  to’  my  will,  fliall  bind  up- 
bind  on  cifih ,  cm  the  offender  on  earth,  .by  a  due  cenfure  for  his  ob- 
tc  ftinaey  and  fin,  Ihall  be  hound  in  heaven ;  and  what- 

whaifrcw"  *yc  f°cvcr»  *n  this  way,  yc  (hall  unbind  or  loofe,  upon  his 
dull.  knie  on  repentance,  by  taking  off  the  cenfure  and  reftoring  him, 
t""  r*i’:  k*  fliall  be  loofcd  in  heaven ;  all  that  ye  do  in  a  right  man- 

oo  t.  m  iMJvflt.  ncr>  aCcorUing  to  the  fule  of  my  word,  fliall  be  ratified 
above,  and  God  will  let  his  leal  to  it  in  the  day  of  judg- 

i  i  Ta  ment* 

wtro  l9  f°r  Vocr  further  encouragement  in  this  and 

’  if  every  other  proceeding  of  a  like  nature,  and  indeed  in 

all 
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if  two  of  yoaflull 
on  ean b 
hi  couching  «rny 
tbinjj  tlut  ihcy 
ftuiJ  iik,  It  Dull 
Ik.  dvucfor  them 
of  my  Father 
uliu:ii  U  tu  hea¬ 
ven  ; 

Z?  For  where 
la  p  or  three  :me 
fathered  lugcthcr 
i:*myiuiuc,  there 
am  1  intWmidft 
of  rhem* 


1 1  Then  came 
Peter  to  him,  and 
f;id,  Lord,  how 
clL  thall  my  bro- 
tlier  tin  again  A 
rvt  and  1  forgive 
him  ?  till  Aren 
times  ? 


%%  Jefov  faith 
unto  hint,  1  fay 
not  unto  thee, 
Until  ifvtniicrws; 
hut.  Until  fcv«D- 
ty  times  liven* 


i  j  Therefore 
is  tiit  kingdom  of 
heaven  likened 
Ditto  a  ocriaiu 
k  ing  which  would 
tike  account  of 
kis  fejnms. 


14-  And  vbea 
ho  had  begun  co 
jirkon,  one  was 
brought  nntobim 
which  owed  him 
top 
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alt  your  religious  concerns*  I  aflure  you,  that  if  but 
■  two  of  you  on  earth  fliall  agree  together  to  join  in  your 
prayers,  according  to  the  will  of  God,  for  any  direc¬ 
tion,  help  or  bldfmg,  that  ye  Rand  in  need  of,  my  Fa¬ 
ther  will  hear  in  heaven  his  dwelling-place,  and  will 
certainly  grant  youc  petition,  as  far  as  it  may  be  for  his 
glory  ami  your  good, 

20  For  wherever  fo  fmall  an  aflembly  as  hut  two  or 
three  of  my  difciples,  are  gathered  together  for  any  aft 
of  religious  woifhip,  according  to  my  appointment,  by 
my  authority,  to  the  honourxrf  my  name,  and  with  a 
fiducial  dependants  upon  me,  as  the  only  Mediator, 
for  affiftance  and  acceptance,  and  for  obtaining  mercy 
on  my  account}  there  I  am  always  preftnt  in  a  peculi¬ 
ar  manner,  by  my  Spirit  and  grace,  to  obferve,  guide, 
alfift,  encourage,  quicken,  approve,  and  fttcceed  them} 
there  is  ray  refting-place,  and  there  I  am,  like  one  come, 
thither  before-banc)  to  bid  them  welcome* 

21  Then  Peter,  having  heard  Ch  rift's  difeourfe  a- 
bout  offences,  came  and  put  a  queftion  to  him,  faying. 
Lord,  if,  in  private  perfonal  cafes,  any  of  my  brethren 
commit  offences  againft  me,  I  know  I  ought  to  forgive 
them ;  but  how  often  am  I  obliged  to  do  it  ?  Muft  it  be 
over  and  over  again,  till  it  amounts  to  feven  times,  aa 
fome  may  fuppofe,  becaufe  it  is  faid,  A  juft  man  falls 
feven  times,  and  rifts  up  again  F  (Prov*  *xiv.  16-)  or 
are  our  Rabbits  in  the  right,  who  think  otherwife*  Inn 
caufe  God  fpcaks  of  three  tranfgr*jjiQn$t  and  four  %  for 
which  he  would  ptmijb?  (Amos  u  3*) 

22  Jjfus  anfwcred,  Whatever  others  may  think  or 
fay,  I  tell  you,  That  your  forgirenefles  fhould  be,  like 
thofe  of  God  himfelf,  without  limitation  :  But  were  X 
to  mention  a  number,  inf  lead  of  faying  feven  times  I 
would  fay  feveoty  times  feven,  to  intimate  that  this  no¬ 
ble  Chriftian- grace  ought  to  be  repeatedly  exsjcifcd,  as 
occafions  offer,  without  end* 

23  Therefore  to  illuftrate  this  matter  by  a  plain  G- 

militude,  u*The  (late  of  the  gofpel- kingdom,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  God's  dealing  with  its  viGble  fubjefts,  is  like 
the  proceeding  of  a  certain  king,  who  called  his  fer- 
yams  to  a  reckoning,  that  be  might  fee  how  much  they 
were  feverally  indebted  to  him  J Thus  God  demands 

an  account  of  all  the  thoughts,  words,  and  aftions,  of 
pro fc (Tors  of  religion,  as  well  as  others  }  and  obferves 
in  how  many  things  they  have  mifufed  his  favours,  and 
offended  him* 

24  u  And  when  the  king  began  to  Rate  and  exa¬ 
mine  the  accounts,  he  found  one  of  his  fervams  owed 

I  3  him 
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ten,  thouTand  t»-  him  ten  thoufand  talents  fv’* — So  God,  in  the  furvey 
*eots‘  he  takes  of  his  profefling  peoples  behaviour,  obfervw 

that  Cume  have  run  up  an  exceeding  great  fcore,  having 
mifcrably  abufcd  all  the  advantages  he  had  intrufted 
them  with;  and  that  every  one  is  highly  indebted  to 
him  by  reafon  of  fin. 

>5  But  for»f-  25  (<  But  in  as  much  as  this  great  debtor  bad  wafted 
iwiT  ro**  >1**  *bu  a^*  an^  nothing  left  whereby  he  could  fatisfy  his 
Zs  o>mnuB(M  injured  lord,  he,  according  to  the  cnftom  of  eailvru 
lum  to  be  foM,  nations  in  pro&cutiitg  offenders,  {Nek.  v.  y,  8.)  cora- 
*lt*i*'th  manded  him,  his  wife  and  children,,  and  all  that  be 
that  h/hid,  and  bad,  to  .be  fold,  as  a  punifftment  for  his  unfaitbfulnefs 
joymnit  to  be  and  ?J»iife  of  truft,  fiuce  he  could  make  no  other  f.vtis- 
!nil*,  fa£non  :”-r-So  God  threatens  in  his  word ,  to  inflict  the 

fevereft  endlcfs  puniJhmenta  upon  the  abufers  of  his 
mercy  and  tranfgrdTors  of  bis  law  t. 

%6.  The  Sn-  26  **  When  the  lervant-heard  this,  he  in  a  fright 
fell  down  upon  his  knees  before  the  king,  and  begged 
tbippfd  htm,(5y-  his  patience,  promifing  that  in  time  he  would  pay  him 
|ng,  lvtrd,  have  all  his  demands  So,  many  finoers,  onder  the  ter  tot 
»nd* *  p*y  God’s  threatenings,  feem  to  be  very  forry  and  peni- 
tlice  41  •.  tent. for  their  fins,  proimfe  to  reform  their  lives,  and 
■  are  apt  vainly  to  imagine,  that  fomething  they  can  do 
will  make  God  amends*  -  - 


*7  Then  the 
lord  of  that  fti> 
toot  W41  moved 
wtib  caaipaflion, 

end  loo  fed  hirp, 

:md  forgave  him 
the  debt. 


27  “  Upon  this,  the  lord  of  that  fervant,  in  the 
greatnefc  of  his  companion,  fufpended  the  execution  of 
his  threatening,  fet  his  fervant  at  liberty,  and  intima¬ 
ted  that  he  would  forgive  his  debt  ;”— So  God  bears 
long  with  hypocrites  in  his  providence,  and  gives  them 
time  and  fpace  for  repentance,  declares  himfelf  in  the 
gnfpel  to  be  ready  to  forgive  humble  and  returning  fin- 
pers  ;  and  fotnc,  that  have  had  convi&ioiia,  and  there¬ 
upon  made  a  ^rofeQiou  of  religion,  prefume  he  has  for¬ 
given  them. 

NOTES. 


f  A  talem  was  the  grttttfl  weight  among 
the  Jivt  ;  and  that  nr  Giver,  as  nwny  Icim' 
cd  men  compute,  epnfifterf  of  jooo  Shekels* 
But  the  Hchr{w  and  Greek  talents  were  dif¬ 
ferent  ;  ami  authors  are  fo  much  divided  a* 
hrmt  their  value*  that  it  is  Junlly  jioffibk  to 
lUlle  it  with  Ctttalnty  and  fWiflurls.  How- 
ever*  ttrii  is  of  little  moment ;  but  ten  thou* 
fand  talents  are  here  put  fur  an  exceeding 
great  fum, 

}  We  vt  not  to  more  in  a  parable 

than  it  is  ddigned  to  represent  ;  nor  it  h  to 
be  Grained  to  an  inter  petition  ciuiUy  fuited 
to  every  cirepmfbncci  Its  principal  fenpe  is 
to  be  attended  to  ;  and  feu  timers  ore  to  be 
accommodated  to  its  other  parts,  only  fo  far 
a*  the  nature  of  things  allows.  It  therefor* 
Is  not  to  he  thought  Grange,  (hat  in  chit  pa* 
r*bte  no  notice  Is  taken  of  Uic  lutisfrftgu  9/ 


Chrfti  for  the  tinner  here  reprefented  is 
iuppofetl  to  haw  excluded  himidf  from  the 
benefit  of  the  gulpd-ex  pullent  for  mercjff 
aud  ip  lie  dealt  whh  according  to  his  uikpn* 
lies :  And  the  kin^s  forgiving  his  fervant, 
and  afterwards  catting  him  into  prifon,  can¬ 
not,  Ui  application  of  the  parable,  be  imdvr- 

Good  of  God1*  living  afhully  rcmiutd  any 
man*J  fins,  and  t lien  revetting  the  ptnlop; 
for  thi^  is  dive£Hy  contrary  to  the  nature  of 
his  forgivcneJa,  in  which  he  LlJs  cut  cur  tnmf* 
(l£u  JtUtk  jj.)  is  wofi/ir/  ft 
cur  i/»7njf  hUMfocJftSy  and  rexentbers  swr  /h'$ 
.  tied  itnqtFfies  re  men,  (Hth.  viti.  ti.J  :  Hnt 
the  governing  detign  of  the  parable  u 
to  fnew#  that  we  cannot  eapcQ  forg'wnrs 
from  God,  ucldSf  wc  ai*  itiipoled  to  forgivx 
others* 

i  a 


fcrvanr  #cnr  nnt4 
and  found  one  of 
hit  itllo #  -  Tlt  - 
V4rtf*  whirb  ov* 
c*l  him  an  him* 
fired  pence  ;  and 
he  laid  hands  on 
and  cook 
if  hy  I  he  throat, 

ftywi  P*y  ™ 

dur  tlioo  owed. 
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18  Kuttheiimr  28  i(  But  tbis  very  man  afterwards  met  with  one  of 
his  fdlow-fervajits,  who  only  owed  him  fo  fmall  a  4um 
as  an  hundred  pence  +  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  great 
mercy  his  lord  bad  expreffed  about  forgiving  him  his 
ten  thouland  talents,  he  feized  his  debtor,  and,  («f*r«nf 
mn;  t*nyt)  catching  hold  of  his  throat  in  a  violent  man* 
ner,  as.  if  he  would  choke  him,  fercrely  demanded  an 
immediate  payment  of  his  debt:'* — So  hypocritical  pe¬ 
nitents,  and  mci  e  profeflors  of  religion,  notwithftaocU 
ing  their  pretences  and  hopes  of  having  found  forgive - 
nefs  with  Cod  for  their  mod  heinous  offences,  are  ri¬ 
gorous  and  unyielding  in  their  refentments  again  ft  fuch 
as. have  commuted  any  trilling  fault  again  ft  themfclres, 
and  will  abate  them  nothing,  but  have  their  full  revenge 
upon  them. 

29,  30  “  And  though  his  poor  fellow-frrvatit  fell 
down  upon  his  knees  before  him,  and  begged  patience, 
promifmg  in  time  to  give  him  full  falisfa&ion,  juft  as 
this  creditor  himfeif  bad  done  to  his  lord  who  mewed 
compaftion  to  him ;  yet  he  had  no  remlernefs  toward  his 
dchtor,  but  flopped  his  ears  againft  his  earned  in  trea¬ 
ties,  and  threw  him  into  Jail,  refolving  to  keep  him 
there  till  he  Ihouldreceive-mll  fatufa&ion  for  his  debt:” 
— So  thefe  pretenders  to  religion,  and  to  hopes  of  having 
obtained  forgivenefn  of  their  fins  againft  the  great  God, 
will  not  lie  prevailed  upon,  by  any  intreaties  or  pro- 
feifions  of  repentance,  to  paGs  by  the  offences  which  o- 
thers  have  given  them;  but,  unmindful  of  their  own’ 
obligations,  obftinately  perfift  in  revengeful  defigns  a- 
gainft  them. 

31  **  When  fome  others  of  the  fellow -fervants  faur 
this,  they  were  much  troubled  to  think  of  the  cruelty  of 
one  to  whom  their  lord  had  fhewed  fo  much  lenity, 
and,  in  the  greatnefs  of  their  concern,  went  and  ac¬ 
quainted  him  with  it — So  fellow* CnrHHans  are  hear¬ 
tily  grieved  at  the  unforgiving,  unmerciful,  and  re¬ 
vengeful  fpirlt,  which  diicovers  itfelf  in  fome  profef- 
fors  of  religion,  who  they  hope  have  obtained  mercy  of 
the  Lord ;  aod  they  bewail  it  before  God,  begging,  if 
it  were  his  will,  that  they  might  he  brought  to  behave 
more  Tunable  to  tbeir  pioficflion  and  obligations, 

32,  33  “  When  the  king  knew  how  unworthily  this 
wretch  had  aded  toward  the  man  that  owed  u  final! 
matter  to  him,  he  called  him  again  before  him,  and 
faid,  Q  thou  ungrateful,  cruel  and  wicked  crcatuic  l 

how 

NOT  K. 

f  A  Rmat  penny  tfas  the  rigth  part  of  an  ounce  of  fiWcr,  and  In  nine  olvmi  frvirn*|ie-iiixb 
fiilF-pcnoy;  and  fo  ao  huiuhcil  pence  l^ut  three  pounds  two  fhtllinj'S  and  hs  pence*  4 
Very  iacuafickrablc  fion,  ^umpired  with  1  Jw;  forouentioned  tc;i  dtoJliuid 


x$  And  hit 
fell  u  a- lews  a:  fell 
at  hi*  feet, 
and  Ixfou^ht  him 
faring,  Have  pa* 
with  me, 
iimllwillpayiliM 
all. 

30  And  he 
rt>uEd  not  \  hut 
:md  edit  him 
into  prifro,  till 
he  [houll  pay  the 
debt. 


$1  Sowhcnhli 
fellow  -  favantt 
law  what  was 
done,  they  wtrt 
very  frrry\  and 
eameand  told  un~ 
t->  ti  dr  lairl  all 
that  w*s  done* 


31  T^en  hi* 
l  irrlj  after  that  he 
had  f  .ailed  hdft, 
faid  unto  Mm,  O 
thou  wicked  ier- 
vim. 


1 36  Th*  Evangetift  Matthew  paraphrafed.  Ch.  xviii. 
vj*w,  i  forgm-j  how  much  greater  mercy  did  I  give  you  room  to  ei- 
KciJr^Ujoa^de-  sod  did  you  proft6  and  hope  to -obtain  from  me, 

liltJll  me:  than  this  poor  debtor,  who  is  only  your  fdJow-fervant, 

3}  .ch<<!iidnt  sited  of  you?  How  could  you  be  fo  fcvere  upon  him, 
jud  hcOTplffion  w*10  ideated  your  forgivenefe  ?  Should  you  not  have 
on  rhy  fellow- &>-  been  moved  with  com  paflion  towards  him,  by  ray  rea- 
yaar,  «ven  as  i  dinefs  to  quit  your  immenfe  debt,  and  by  the  forbear- 
wd  pity  on  thee.  ar,ce  y0U  found  in  me  :**— So  God  will  call  ihofe  falfe 
profeflors  to  a  flrift  account,  who,  afrer'all  his  patience 
towards  them,  and  declarations  of  willingnefs  to  for¬ 
give,  and  after  all  their  pretences  and  hopes  of  having 
receivcJ  the  remifliou  of  their  innumerable  and  aggra¬ 
vated  fins,  will  have  no  competition  on  their  profefliug 
fellow -Chriltians  and  fellow-creatures  that  have  offend¬ 


34  And  his  lord 
Vis  wroth,  and 
delivered  bin*  10 
the  tor  mentors, 
till  he  (build  pay 

alt  U)4t  wu  due 

unto  him. 

U  So  Ufce*ifc 
fhJl  my  ha  wily 
FtfEurdo^lfoiu- 
toyoa,  ifyefny* 
yoar  beans  for¬ 
give  not  every 
one  his  brother 
thdj  trdpallcv 


ed  then] . 

34  «  And  his  lord  was  fo  angry  an J  provoked  at 
this  unmerciful*  revengeful  fervant*  that  be  ordered 
him  to  be  thrown  into  prifco,  and  there  to  fuffer  the 
molt  rigorous  puni  foment,  that  juftice  could  demand* 
for  the  debt  he  had  contra&ed,  till  full  iati&faffion 
fhould  be  made  for  it* 

35  u  In  like  manner  my  heavenly  Father*  Cays  Chrift, 
will  foew  hi*  terrible  indignation,  and  take  righteous 
vengeance,  in  the  everlafting  deftruftion  of  ail  preten¬ 
ders  to  religion,  who  abufe  his  parience  and  his  pro* 
clamartons  of  pardoning  grace ;  and  who  a&  fo  contra¬ 
ry  ro  their  profeflions  and  hopes  of  intereft  in  his  mercy, 
as  to  (hew  an  implacable  fpirit,  and  not  heartily  forgive 
their  brethren  that  have  offended  them.** 


RKCOLLECTI  ONS. 

To  be  ambitious  of  the  honours  of  this  world,  is  unbecoming  the  difciplcs  of 
Chuftp  and  unsuitable  tr>  the  fpi ritual  and  holy  nature  of  his  kingdom:  But  the 
honours  he  puts  upon  bumble  fouls,  are  incomparably  better  than  all  that  pride 
propofol  to  itfdf;  and  the  -lower  we  arc  abated  in  our  own  eyes,  the  higher  he 
will  eaalt  us:  The  meaneft  in  his  family  are  precious  in  bis  fight ;  angels  minifter 
to  them;  Chriit  himfdf  died  to  redeem  them;  his  Father  is  their  Father,  and 
loves  them;  afld  when  they  are  m  thegreateft  danger,  like  wandering  Ihccp,  he 
Searches  them  out,  and  takes  care  to  reduce  and  freure  than,  life  car  is  open 
to  their  cries;  and  whenever  they  aflcmble  together  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  he 
honours  them  with  his  fpecinl  pretence.  But  O !  wba*  will  become  of  falfe  pre¬ 
tenders  to  religion,  who  dcfj>ite  and  trouble  any,  though  the  wcabeft*  true  be¬ 
lievers  in  him*  and  go  ab:>ut  to  ejifirare  and  rain  them  i  They  mu  ft  br  caft  out  of 
the  church  on  earth,  and  the  tentcnce  again  ft  them  will  be  ratified  in  heaven  ; 
and  imkfs  the/ arc  brxuiyrht  to  repentance  here,  God  will  take  righteous  venge¬ 
ance  upon  th«n  forevrr.  How  awful  are  church- ceafures  upon  tranffrrefiura, 
when  managed  according  to  the  wilt  of  Chriftt  They  arc  (uleinu  judicial  aits, 
paffed  in  bin  name,  and  with  a  reference  to  the  future" judgment ;  and  thertforc 
Should  neither  be  raflily  palled,  nor  heedkfsly  or  wilfully  incurred,  nor  liyl.tly 
thought  of  or  proCmely  defpited.  Oftences  agamft  God  are  of  a  raoft(  heinous 
nature ;  and  it  is  belter  to  fuffcr  the  great  eft  felf  denials,  than  to  (in  againft  him ; 
for  the  debt  contracted  l y  every  fin  is  no  left  than  a  talent*  And  what  an  im- 
mente  fum  is  it  that  we  owe  to  him,  and  hope  to  obtain  the  free  rcoilfion  of 

from 
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from  him!  But  jk-rfooal  affronts  and  ii\iorirs  from  our  fellow-creatures  agm'nft 
ourfelvt#  are  ineunfiderable' trifles,  compared  with  our*  apainft  the  great  God  : 
IF  therefore  we  pretend  to  exped  his  ftxiciring  of  in,  how  Ihould  this  move  us  to 
forgive  other*  that  offend  u»,  left  our  own  hope*  of  pardoning  mercy  frpm  him 
fliouM  be  disappointed  ai  Uft  ? 


CHAP.  XIX. 

Cbrifi  heals  the  fick*  r, 2.  His  doflrine  about  divorce  and  marriage , 
3, — 12.  His  bUffing  young  children ,  13, — 15.  His  difeourfe  with  a 
rich  man  about  the  way  to  eternal  life,  1  2 . ;  and  with  tlse  dif. 

cipUs  on  that  occajm ,  23, — 30. 

TsiTa  Para  p  hr  a  s  e* 

"ITTHen  Jefus  had  firtifhed  the  foregoing  inftruCUons, 
then  idL*  had  **  he  took  hi*  leave  of  Galilee  t  where  his  miniftry 
finitbed  d-.eft  ty-  had  been  chiefly  exercifed  hitherto,  and  went  into  the 
ftoi  ctffee?*nd  ^ort*crs  Jvdea,  which  lay  beyond  Jordan ,  that  he 
cm  imo  the  might  go  on  with  his  work  there,  where  John  had  been 
preparing  his  way  by  preaching  and  baptizing,  [John 

x.  40*} 

2  And  when  he  came  thither,  great  multitudes 
Hocked  after  him,  as  they  had  ufed  to  do  in  CaliUet 
and,  according  to  his  gracious  and  unwearied  cuftom, 
he  preached1  the  gofpei  to  them,  {Mark  a.  t.)  and 
healed  their  lick,  to  (hew  his  companion,  and  coufirm 
his  do&rine. 

3  The  Pbarifecs*  his  tvftlefs  and  watchful  enemies, 
followed  him  hither  alfo,  that  they  might  prejudife  the 
people  againft  him ;  and,  endeavouring  to  draw  him 
into  a  determination  about  divorces,  either  againft  the 
dodrine  he  had  taught,  (chap.  v.  32.)  or  againft  the 
law  of  MofcSy  and  their  own  traditions,  they  aiked  him. 
Whether  he  thought  it  lawful  for  a  man  to  put  away 
his  wife  at  his  own  plcafuie,  on  every  occafion,  as  he 
fiiould  think  proper? 

4,  5  Jefus,  knowing  their  captious  defign,  prudent* 
ly,  and  yet  effectually,  anfwered  the  queftion,  by  re* 
tuiiathan,  H»ve  ferring  them  to  fome  paflages  offeripture,  faying.  Have 
jj*  ye  never  read  {Gen.  i.  27.)  that  in  the  creation  of  Adam 

t*rmx  the  brpn.  an d  Eve*  the  firft  parents  of  mankind,  God  made  them 
male  and  female,  one  male  for  one  female ;  and  laid, 
{Gen.  ii.  24.)  Therefore  Jbali  a  man  leave  his  father  and 
mother*  the  relation  between  a  man  and  his  wife  being 
nearer  than  that  between  parents  and  children,  and 
tlier  fell  ffinll  adhere  to  his  wife  ,•  and  they  two  Jbali  be  accounted 
rlcawtobis wife:  of  as  if  they  were  but  one  body,  as  the  firft  pair  really 
fl»i]  hc'unc  J&L  wcre  *)e^ore  *^,e  woman  was  created  out  of  the  man,  one 
UK-  part  of  whom  is  nut  to  be  fepaiated  from  the  other  ? 

6  Since 


toufts  of  Judea, 
btyood  Jordan  : 

i  And  great 
mvJutudEi  ful  * 
ld«d  hint;  and 
he  healed  them 
there: 


3  The  Phan- 

fees  alfo  came  no- 

to  him,  tending 
him,  and  laftog 
uitfo  him,  h  ic 
lawful  for  a  man 
to  put  away  his 
wife  for  every 
GdW  L 


4  And  he  su¬ 
ffered  and  ftid 


ning,  made  them 
nuLc  andfottwJe  ? 

$  And  fold  * 
For  thu  oult 
inal)  a  mart  leave 
Lit  her  and  mo- 
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6  wherefore  <5  Since  therefore  God,  anfwerable  to  the  firft  forma-' 

tlr»ii^eut0«Qe  t*on  °f  **,e  two  has,  by  the  primitive  infKtution 
Aeih.  Whac theiv  of  marriage,  fo  dofdy  united  them  together,  as  that 
fore  God.  huh  they  fhould  be  accounted  no  more  two,  but"  as  it  were 
{rtnot  mfn^put  one  body  ;  let  no  ordinance  of  man  feparace  them  from 
atiimkr.  each  other,  whom  God  has  joined  by.  fuch  a  ftri£k  bond. 

7  Thej-fayun.  7  'Hie  Pbariftes  anfwered,  If  this  be  £b,  why  did 
Mof«  thcn'Lm-  Mofes  in  the  law  order,  that  a  man  ihould  give  his  wife 
BiRiut  to  give  a  a  bill  of  divorce,'  and  difmifs  her  ? 

writing  of  di  -  g  Jefus  replied,  Mofes  <5\A>v.Qt£anmand,  he  only,  by 
puThejMtway  ?  °  4  judic!;d  or  political. law  for.reafoits  of  ilate,  permitted 

s  He  fiith  no-  you  of  the  IfraeUtijb  nation,.  on  foroe  accounts,  ro  put 
to  them,  Motes,  away  your  wives,  exempting  you  from  civil  punilbment 
h»nJud)  of  tow  in  cafe  Ie  did  fo ;  and  there  was  a  fort  of  neceility  for 
hearts ,  Mered  this,  to  prevent  greater  mifehief,  becaufc  of  your  bard- 
y«o  to  pot  *wiy  heartednefs  againft  the  wives,  whom  your  fierce,  mali- 
from  the  begin*  aous«  30 d  ftubborn  tempers,  when  once  prejudiced  a- 
siogti  vasaotift  gainft  them,  would  have  prompted  you  to  abufc,  and 
even  murder  in  your  wrath  j  if  Mofes ,  in  compaOion  to 
them,  and  for  preventing  your  Gn,  had  not  thus  fuffer- 
ed  you  to  divorce  them :  But  there  was  no  fuch  allow* 
ance  from  the  beginning,  in  the  original  couftitution  of 
.the  law  of  marriage. 

9  And  I  fiT  (f  And  as  I  am  come  to  take  away  hardnefs  of  heart, 
KEliffr.  an^  to  give  an  heart  of  flefli ;  to  rectify  mens  manners, 
way  his  wife,  ex-  and  reftore  things  to  their  primitive  inftitution  :  I  fay 
cepe  U  h  for  for-  unto  you.  Such  divorces,  on  trivial  occasions.  111  all  be 
Bicaiwn.andftaH  p^^tted  n0  longw -  but,  from  this  time  forward,  who- 

commiueth  add-  foever  fhall  put  away  his  wife,  except  it  be  on  account 
terys  and  who-  of  her  having  played  the  harlot,  in  dire£t  contradi£fcion 
which^s^put'a-  to  matrimonial  rights,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat*  v.  32.) 
way,  doth  com--  and  fhall  marry  another  woman,  will  in  reality  commit 
mu  adultery.  .  adultery  by  that  new  coptraft  j  and  he  that  marries  fuch 
a. divorced  woman,  (hall  be  deemed  guilty  of  adultery 
.  .  with  her  Ukewife. 

»o  His  difd-  10  This,  being  heard  by  Chrift’s  difciples,  feemed 
ffriM^&ofthe  an  ha,d  faying  to  them,  who  had  been  always  taught 
■nan  be  f<>  with  another  fort  of  doctrine  by  the  feribes }  and  therefore 
Hi  wife,  it  U  n«  they  afterwards  £ud  to  him,  when  he  was  with  them  a- 
goo  to  marry.  jone  jn  an  houfe,  {Mark  x.  10.)  If  a  man  may  not  put 
away  his  wife  for  any  other  caufe  thau  her  having  vio¬ 
lated  Iter  chaflity,  the  unhappinefs  of  a  marriage- ilate 
mull  be  fo  great,  that  we  think  it  is  bed  for  one  to  live 
fingle  all  his  days.  - 

11  But  he  £id  n  But  be  anfwered,  However  true  that  may  be  in 
own  canoot  re-  ^ome  circumftances  of  things ;  yet  every  man  cannot 
wive  this  %ing.  live  unmarried  with  fatisfa&ioo  to  himfelf,  and  without 
(“**  (ip  j  apd  none  cao  do  it,  except  fuch  as  have  received 

the 


Ch.  xtJC.  The  Matthew  faraphmfed.  1 3^ 

to  whom  the  gift  of  chaflity  from  God,  of  which  number  there 
u  is  given.  arc  but  few. 

11  For  then:  n  For  fome  have  the  gift  of  continence  by  mean*  of 

»h:rh'*vrereClfi>  ^  natural  temper  arid  conftitution  with  which  God  has 
horn  from  Mr  formed  them  from  the  birth,  whilft  others  are  wicked* 


mmiscr's  womb: 
and  there  ircfotne 
eunuchs,  which 
were  mack  CL- 
nuchs  of  men : 
and  there  be  e\i- 
mtchs  ,  which 
bare  made*  them* 
Jclvts  eunuchs  fvr 
the  kingdom  of 
heavenY  fake* 
Hr  thjt  if  abkto 
ramve  if,  Let  him 
receive  t/. 


>3  Then  vert 
there  brought  un¬ 
to  him  little  chit* 
dmi  j  that  he 
ftmuid  put  hfj 
hands  on  them, 
and-  pray  i  and 
the  difciplea  re~ 
bukc^ihcm. 


14  But  Jefus 
laid,  SuAcr  little 
rhildi^^nd  for¬ 
bid  them  not  to 
come  unto  roe: 
far  of  ftch  is  d* 
kin^tuiQ  Of  bek* 

vriiv 


i|  AndheUiJ 
bh  bndi  on 
tbihr  and  de¬ 
puted  thence. 


Jy  maimed  by  the  unnatural  violence  of  cruel  men  ; 
atul  others,  through  divine  grace,  fubdue  their  inclina¬ 
tions  to  marriage  by  a  voluntary  and  religious  determi¬ 
nation  of  their  nwn  minds,  that  they  may  have  lels  in¬ 
cumbrances  in  life,  and  fewer  diftra&ions  and  hindran¬ 
ces  in  the  fervice  of  God  *,  and  lb  may  the  better  attend 
to  the  things  of  the  Lord,  as  Chriitians,  or  ss  roini- 
ilers  in  his  kingdom :  And  though  all  arc  not  enabled 
to  come  up  to  this,  and  none  are  to  be  forced  to  ir;  yet 
if  any  one  has  received  this  gift  from  God,  let  him  im¬ 
prove  it  as  a  blclling,  when,  all  things  confidered,  it 
may  be  belt  for  him  to  live  Angle. 

13  After  this,  Luke  xviii.  1 5.)  fome  infants 

of  the  believing  fears  were  brought  to  him,  not  to  be 
cured  of  any  diitemper,  but  that  he  might  lay  his  hands 
upon  them,  and  pray  over  them,  in  order  to  his  im¬ 
parting  fome  fpiritual  bldfing  to  them ;  (fee  the  note 
on  Jl lark  x.  13.)  But  (r»)  the  difciples  thinking,  that, 
if  fuch  a  practice  were  encouraged,  it  would  be  too 
troublefome  to  tbeir  Lord,  fince  for  the  fame  reafon  a- 
bundance  of  children  might  he  perpetually  crowded  in 
upon  him  wherever- he  went,  they  began  to  reprimand 
tbofe  thar  brought  them. 

.  14  But  Jefus  observing  it,,  was  much  difpteafed  with 
his  difciples  for  attempting  to  keep  them  out  of  the 
way  of  his  blefling,  ( Mark  x.  14.)  and  faid,  Let  young 
children  be  brought  to  roe,  ami  do  not  go  about  to  hin¬ 
der  them  $  for  thefe,  as  wtl]  as  grown  perfons,  are  ftih- 
je&sof  the  gofpel-kingdom  which  1  am  come  ro  fet 
up  in  the  world  f,  and  bave  an  interest  in  its  privileges 
and  blefllngs. 

15  And  then,  to  Ihew  his  love  and  tendernefs,  and 
to  confirm  tbeir  privileges,  he,  according  to  an  ancient 
rite  of  the  Jevri/b  church  in  bcnedi&ions,  laid  his 
hands  upon  them,  and  hlefled  them,  {Mark  k.  16.) ; 
and  having  done  this,  he  went  away  from  that  place. 

16  And 


NOTH. 

f  It  feems  eviiknt,  that  ChrifVs  principal  brought  to  him  to  he  bkjfcd :  But  he  plainly 
meaning  here,  tro*  ihx.  Hint  the  ibbjctts  of  intimates,  that  ihcir  coverwntdn  tried,  ani 
the  £ofpd- kingdom  are  like  UttiechiLlreu  for  Ti£bk  church-mem  berflilp,  Ch^>uU  b*  conti* 
tiudr  temper  aod  qualities,  though  betook  nued  under  the  (xofpcMUte;  fkt  ibctc- 
oecalioa  from  hence  to  add  an  inJtrnfHoii  of  fore  they  ought  to  he  Ttcomm ended  and  dev 
this  nature  about  it,  lake  iviu,  £7,;  for  this  voted  to  him?  which  makes  his  re  atoning 
could  be  00  more  a  reafon  why  their  chit-  on  ibid  head  elm  aud  jolt* 
dica,  father  than  lambs  or  doves,  Uiould  be  4  l 


I4»  TZv?  Evangtli/l  Matthew  poraphrafed-  Ch.xix. 

10  Aod  be-  And  as  he  was  palling  along,  ( Mark  z.  17*)  be- 

*»“*  ,°.n,e  ‘a““  hold  a  hopeful  young  man  of  figure  and  eftaCe,  who  was 
him.  Good  ma-  a  ruler !  {Lttkt  xvm.  18.)  He,  having  conceived  a  ra* 
fter,  wlnt  good  v  durable  opinion  of  Chrift,  came  to  him,  and  addrefled 
that8itroiy  have  him  in  fuch  refpeflful  language  as  the  Rabbits  of  that 
eunul life]  age  were  fond  of,  faying.  Good  matter,  whom  I  efteem 
as  a  teacher  fent  from  God,  I  beg  yon  would  pleafe  to 
tell  me  what  worts  of  righceouthefs  1  mutt  do  to  obtain 
everlafting  life. 

n  AodTieTaid  1 7  Jtfus  ajifwering  faid  to  him,  Why  do  you,  who 
hi“»  WhT  think  me  to  be  no  more  than  a  mere  man,  call  me,  in 
jjod  ?  thtre  ""ii  this  emphatical  manner,  good;  fince  there  is  none  to 
none  good  but  whom  this  title,  in  an  ablblute  fonfe,  belongs,  bat  God, 
•»e,  rtai^Cod!  and  all  goodnds  comes  from  him?  However,  as  to 
«nwr*  into  iTu,  your  queltion  about  doing  firaie  works  of  righteou&els 
keep  dw  com  -  to  give  you  a  right  to  eternal  life  if  you  would  obtain 
mandmenu.  by  your  own  doings,  yon  muft  perfeftly  keep  the 

commandments  of  God. 


,B-  19  The  young  man  replied.  What  are  the  com- 

fcfcTtidVThou  mandments  that  you  mean  ?  Jefns,  to  convince  him  of 
Anlt  do  no  nuir-  his  defaEf,  even  in  the  duties  of  the  fecond  table,  in* 
<kr,  Thoo  Attic  ttancedonly  in  them,  laying.  Ton,  having  been  brought 
uiy^'rhou  lhalt  UP  *”  *be  JnviJb  religion,  know  the  commandments  of 
not  'deal.  Thou  the  moral  lav,  ( Mari  x.  19.)  which  are  fuch  asthefc : 
^loS.tl>ea,f*lft  ”^lou  not  do  any  murder;  Thou  (halt  not  commit 
UMi^Hononrtby  adultery;  Thou  (halt  not  fteal,  cheat,  or  defraud  any 
father  aod  ih  man,  {Mark  x.  ip.) ;  Thou  (halt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs 
Tbo^Vaii  thy  neighbour ;  Thou  (halt  honour  thy  father 

thr°oclghbow  II  and  mother;  and,  to  fum  up  all  in  a  few  words,  Thou 
thyfeie.  (halt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf. 

”  T^1? yora,g  20  The  young  man,  judging  of  tbefe  precepts  ac» 
him,  Ail  theft  cccding  to  the  loofe  interpretations  of  the  Jev>yb  doc* 
ihingi hav« [kept  tors,  and  fuppofing  he  (houid  obtain  Chris's  approba- 
up^whtt  jlck^i  t‘on»  Thefc  are  very  cafy  duties,  and  I  have  oh- 
y«>  ferved  every  one  of  them  from  my  childhood  up,  as 

long  as  1  can  remember ;  I  am  therefore  fafe  enough 
for  eternal  life ;  What  can  there  be  wanting  in  me, 
after  all  this,  to  hinder  my  obtaining  it?  Is  there  anv 
thing  more  that  you  would  enjoin  upon  me  ?  If  fo,  X 
am  ready  to  do  it. 

11  1*®“  £■“*  a  1  Jefus,  to  convince  him  of  his  great  miftake  as  to 

wiUbeptffca,  go  what  he  had  done,  and  of  his  infufficiency  as  to  what 
and  he  could  further  do,  put  him  upon  giving  a  proof  of 

bis 


N  O 

t  I  take  tlie  defign  of  the  young  man's 
qntftioru,  and  Chrift1  s  >nWrt,  all  ulon^  ln 
this  dUcouric,  to  proceed  upon  what  may  be 
cipcfted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  core* 
mai  of  work*,  to  give  a  title  to  eternal  life  j 


T  E- 

other  wife  Chrift’s  uifwtr  f«m$  hardly  re- 
amcftcable  to  his  doftarm  of  the  neodTity  of 
faith  in  htmftlf  for  that  pnrpufc;  end  there¬ 
fore  {  havechoi'cn  thU,  rather  than  the  oort 
ufiiid  way  of  inurpraiog  it. 
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W  fell  dut  then 
haft,  and  give  W 
the  poor ,  w4 
ibon  Q»It  haw 
ireaftm  In  hen* 
von:  ud  <mdc 
aai  follow  OL 


*:  Bat  when 
the  young  man 
hoard  that  fly* 
iog,  hevent  way 
£>mn»fol:  for  hie 
had  great  po&f- 
Com. 


aj  Then  Aid 
JeAu  unto  hisdif- 
dpk*,  Verily  I 
fiy  unto  voo,  that 
a  rich  nan  ball 
hardly  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of 

heaven. 

>4  And  again 
I  fly  untn  you,  It 
U  criicr  for  a  ca¬ 
mel  to  go  through 
the  eye  of  a 
needle,  than  far  a 
rich  mao  to  enter 
into  the  kingdom 
of  Cod. 


his  compliance  vith  the  great  command  of  loving  bit 
neighbour  as  b  'anfelfy  faying,  If  you  would  be  indeed  as 
perfect  as  you  vainly  conceit  yourfelf  to  be,  and  as  the 
law  of  God  requires,  in  feme  peculiar  drcumftances, 
relating  to  your  neighbour’s  good,  go  now  and  fell 
your  elute,  and  give  it  all  away  to  the  poor  in  thefe 
days  of  ptefling  necrificy:  And  if  only  by  this  Angle 
iuftance  you  prove  the  facerity  of  your- love  to  fellow- 
creatures  as  to  yourfelf,  I  allure  you  of  a  treafure  in- 
heaven ;  then  come  again  and  follow  me,  os  my  difeiple 
and  my  fervanr,  and  I  will  further  inftruft  you  into  the 
way  to  eternal  life,  and  conduft  you  fefely  to  it. 

12  But  when  the  young  man  heard  this,  he  thought 
it  a  hard  laying,  and  went  away  from  the  only  Saviour, 
with  a  heavy  heart,  and  with  great  vexation  of  mind  to* 
think  that  this  mult  be  a  parting  point  between  heaven 
and  him :  For  he  was  very  rich,  and  could  by  no  means 
bear  the  thoughts  of  giving  up  all  he  had  for  Chriftand 
future  happinefe,  but  really  preferred  the  riches  of  this 
world  to  all  the  blefiings  of  the  other. 

23  Then  Jefus  took  this  oocalion  to  faj  to  his  dif- 
ciples,  'How  flrong  are  the  temptarions  of  earthly  rich-  i 
es  t  1  affuredly  tell  you,  that  it  is  a  very-difficult  thing 
for  a  man,  who  abounds  in  wealth,  and  whole  heart  is 
taken  up  with  it,  to  be  a  true  fuhject  of  the  kingdom 
of  grace  here,  and  to  arrive  at' die  kingdom  of  glory 
hereafter. 

24  And,  that  ye  may  take  the  more  notice  of  it,  1 
fay  unto  you  again.  The  love  of  this  world’s  fteafures, 
to  the  placing  of  one’s  happinefs  in  them,  ( Mark  s.  24.) 
is  lb  exceedingly  enftiaring,  thar  it  makes  the  difficulty 
of  fuch  a  rich  man’s  being  a  true  difeiple  to  me,  and  of 
bis  getting  fafe  to  heaven,  greater  than' can  be  imagi¬ 
ned  1  yea,  than  a  camel’s  going1  through  the  eye  of  a 
needle,  or  than  a  needle’s  being  threaded  with  a  thick 


d|  When  hh  Cahle-rope  t* 

simple!  heard  ir,  35  The  difciples,  upon  hearing  this,  feemed  to  be 
fSZXf:  “tremely  furprifed,  aRd  cried  out.  Who  then  among 
lag,  Wfao  then  mankind  can  be  laved,  face  many  of  them  are  rich, 
uu  be  flved  i  and  moft  of  them  defire  riches,  and  all  will  find  fome- 
thing  or  other  in  this  world  to  engage  their  hearts,  and 
binder  them  in  their  way  to  heaven  i 
*«  Bat  JeTui  3 6  But  Jefus,  looking  with  earneftnei's  and  compaf- 

frid^uavTtbcml  ^0D  uP°n  t^em  under  their  confttraatum  and  fear, 
With  kid. 


NOTE. 


f  KAfUrt&i  The  word  bert  u&d  is  ob*  met’s  <w  an  elephant*?  pafEng  through  the 
fined  by  ibme  to  jigoify  a  cclUi  as  well  a s  eye  of  a  ivccdlcf  wu*  a  pitivcriiial  exprfllbii 
a  tamtl,  which  Teem*  to  make  tlie  metaphor  of  mmutliing  extremely  di!&cuht  it  not  im- 
jiiutv  tuiurdl ;  But  others  tell  1 xst  that  u  ct*  poICbtc,  in  die  onJU'.ary  (if  tilings. 


14*  E-vangcliJl  Matthew  parapbrafed.  Cfi.xjg. 

Wkh  »“»  lll«  faid,  Such  indeed  is  the  corruption  of  mankind,  and 
Tii]ii'fK'<jodC’  ^  their  «ddi£iednefs  to  this  world,  that  going  on  therein 
thirg-i  w  poffi-  is  i  neon  fitter]  t  with  (alvation ;  and  it- is  altogether  im- 
poflible  for  any  man,  by  the  power  of  nature,  to  make 
an  effectual  change  upon  himfelf,  or  for  one  of  .them  to 
make  it  upon  another;  but  it  is  not  impoilible  to  the 
almighty  grace  of  God  to  turn  even  the  molt  rich  and 
worldly-minded  Tinner  to  himfelf,  and  carry  him  thro’ 
all  temptations  to  eternal  life. 

*7 j  dI?”  *7  Th*1*  Peter  anfwering  (aid  to  him,  Behold  what 

faW^unto^im,  *n  this  grace  has  had  upon  us !  Though  we  were 
Behold,  vc  hive  not  rich  in  this  world;  yet  have -we  forfaken  alt  that 
frflmKd  **jj,«D*  wc  had,  which  was  as  much  to  us  as  riches  are  to  o- 
whn (hiMtteiuve  there;  we  have  cheerfully  left  our  livelihood,  and  dear- 
ihercfote  t  ell  relations  and  enjoyments,  to  follow  thee  through 
all  difficulties,  wants,  and  dangers ;  and  all  our  expec¬ 
tations  are  from  thee :  What  then  wilt  thou  pleafe  to 
bellow  upon  us  ?  We  trull  thou  wilt  make  it  worth  oar 
while ;  hut  how  ? 

*s  And  jeius  28  Jefus  faid  unto  them,  I  aflbrcdly  tell  you,  That  as 
Verity  fay  ti*n-  Je*  my  ®poftlcs,  have  gone  through  the  work  of  regc- 
to  you,  Thu  ye  ue ration  J  yourfelvcB,  and  have  attended  me  to  fubferve 
^ehgn  of  my  kingdom  which  1  am  fetting  up  for  the 
thTrepiinLiou!  reformation  and  recovery  of  others ;  fo  ye  mail  bear  a 
when  the  Son  of  'part  in  the  honour  and  bleflfednefs  hereafter  to  be  re- 
tkethnwK  of  his  Tea^ !  ^lcn  1>  the  Mefliah,  (ball  be  enthroned  in 
siory , ye «t£> null  glory  at  the  Father’s  right  hand,  ye  immediately  there- 
lit  open  _  twelve  upon  fhall  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high,  and 
thrones,  lodging  Q,ajj  preach  Wy  gofpel  with  authority,  and  with  mighty 
«fl£xd.VC  Cr>  figns  and  wonders  to  confirm  it :  Wlien  I  (ball  appear 
in  my  glory  for  the  deltrudtbn  of  Jerufalm ,  your  pre- 
di&ions  about  it  (hall  be  accompltthed,  and  your  cha¬ 
racters  and  com  millions  (hall  be  vindicated :  When  the 
Jems  (hall  be  called  again  in  the  fad  days,  your  do&rine 
(hall  be  the  means  of  their  converCon,  which  will  be  as 
life  from  the  dead  :  And  when  I  (hall  come  to  judge 
the  world,  ye  (hall  have  tbe  honour  of  fitting  upon 
twelve  feats  next  my  throne ;  add  however  the  twelve 
tribes  may  treat  you  now,  they  (hall  all  be  brought  be¬ 
fore  you,  then  afleflbrs  with  me  in- judgment,  to  fee 
and-  approve  the  fentence  which  I  (hall  pais  upon  them 
according  to  my  gofpel  difpenfed-by  you;  and  as  ye 
fuffer  with  me  in  this  world,  ye  (hall  be  glorified  toge¬ 
ther  with  me  m  the  next. 


N  O  T  JI. 


ap  And 


1  <'»  T*My.?>in»,  (if  may  into  the  parmbrafe,  and  given  ituu  wide  a 

ratal*  either  to  the  renewing  work  of  grace,  ("mpe  u  I  apprehend  the  nltnreof  things  will 
or  (lit  {I'liimt  reKicutiot)  or  all  thing,,  anil  bear;  and  the  trader  mayoblerve,  that  1  ge- 
iv -i y  he  referred  either  to  the  fenuer  or  the  nerally  chule  the  like  method  in  Other  plaech 
latter  part  oi'  the  fetuvucr,  i  have  uketi  Loth  1 
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*9  Ami  cvwy  29  And  as  to  all  the  reft  of  my  true  difciples  as  well 
^nrfrr.Tr  88  You*  whoever  they  be,  that,  for  my  fake  and  the  gof* 
brethren,  or  fi-  pel's,  lhall  fuffer  any  Ioffes  in  their  temporal  inttieftj 
fters,  or  father,  and  enjoyments  j  whether  they  be  deprived  of  their 
wtfeioTdiudicfl*  worldly  fubftance  and  eftates,  in  houfes  or  lands;,  or  of 
or  bods,  for  n>y  their  dearieft  relations,  fucb  as  brethren,  lifters,  fathers, 
njTie’i idw.flufl  mothers,  wives,  or  children;  becaufe  they  chufe  rather 
t0  P®^  w**h  them,  than  with  me :  All-  tbefe  lhall  have, 
dull  itihnit  att-  in  this  ptefentlife,  what  is  an  hundred  times  better  for. 
aal  life.  them,  in  inward  contentment  and  divine  confdlations 

and  hopes,  and  many  times  in  outward  friends  and 
fupplies  too  which  God  will  in  his  providence  raife  up 
to  them ;  and  what  crowns  all  is,  that  they  lhall  at 
length  inherit  everlafting  life, 

fa  Bm  many  30  But  that  all  this  may  be'  looted  upon  a 5  a  reward, 

t*ai  fan  c  ,  r  J  w  *  * 

be  mi  ;  and  the  not  °*  mmt»  but  °*  grace ;  many  of  the  /w,  who 
hit  fiahfo  fixft.  have  the  firfl  gofpel-calk,  and  fbnd  faireft  in  outward 
appearance  and  vIGWe  privileges,  {hail  be  rejected  for 
their  unbelief;  and  many  of  the  Gmtiksy  who  are  not? 
ftrangers  to  the  covenant  of  promHe*  and  will  he  called 
toft,  (hall  be  admitted,  through  faith,  to  all  the  bltfimgs 
of  the  kingdom  of  grace  and  of  glory:  And  f  even 
many  of  thole  Jews*  who  lhall  be  firft  effectually  called 
in  order  of  rime,  lhall  be*  in  point  of  honour,  aa  thole 
who  lhall  be  called  toft ;  and  many  of  the  G?ntiU$y  who 
lhall  be  brought  to  believe  in  me*  in  order  of  rime,  af~ 
ter  tbert«  lhall  be  advanced  to  honours  as  high,  or 
higher  than  theirs* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  indefatigable  was  our  blefTcd  Lord  u\  doing  good  wherever  he  came! 
how  prudent  in  his  conduct  to  avoid  Glares  and  dangers!  and  how  careful  to 
ttiaihtam  and  perpetuate  every  divine  inftitution;  and  particularly  in  what  relates 
to  the  cha&ity  of  the  marriage-relation,  and  to  the  fpiritual  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  children  of  the  covenant  I  Thefe  ought  to  be  pretested  to  bint,  thathenvty 
own  and  blefs  them ;  Ami  how  difplcafing  is  k  to  Chrift,  for  any  of  his  difciplt* 
lo  go  about  to  exclude  them  from  their  place  in  his  kingdom,  or  to  hinder  their 
being  brought  to  him  in  the  goTpel-ftate,  that  they  may  receive  the  tokens  of  his 
favour  to  them !  Marriage  is  an  ordinance  of  God,  free  to  all,  as  prudence  ami 
indiAatiofi  may  dlrefi;  and  however  fame  may  abftain  from  it  with  fafcty  and  ad- 
TantiKe,  yet  this  is  not  a  gift  given  to  all,  and  none  are  to  he  forced  into  vows 
againftit;  and  when  once  it  is  contracted,  nothing  but  adultery  or  death  can 
lawfully  break  the  matrimomai  homl ;  nor  will  the  civil  magiftrate’s  divorce,  for 
other  rattans,  acqukthe  coofcicnce  from  fin  againft  God*  How  unable  arc  we 
to  keep  any  of  Cod's  commands,  as  wc  ought,  without  dcre&l  And  if  we  mutt 
have  a  perfeft  righteoulbcfs  to  entitle  us  to  life,  where  lhall  we  find  it  hut  in 
Chritt?  but,  alas!  many  that  compliment  him,  have  very  low  thoughts  of  him, 
who  is  good,  and  doeth  good,  and  who  only  cm  bring  us  into  the  way  to  eternal 

hap* 

NOTE, 


t  I  diink  both  theft  interpretations  may  vertigo  and  yet  righteous  rejefikm  of  foiur* 
bnnken  idj  to  comport  with  ihcdheDUr/c  of  and  equal  vonthCtf'cmcnt^  of  hU  btcflings  Co 
the  following  chapter,  which  tv  an  enlarge-  others,  whom  we  might  \i*xv  thun^hc 

iwai  upon  u*u  verfe,  and  ttts  out  God's  to-  be  would  nave  made  a  dific tenet. 
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b&ppmcfst  xml  they  who  do  not  fee  his  excellence,  and  their  own  need  of  him, 
are  naturally  prone  to  imagine  that  they  can  obtain  falvation  by  their  own  doings; 
Pot  if  any  think  th  enriches  capable  of  thiSj  they  might  foon  be  convinced  of 
their  dangerous  mtftnJre,  were  they  put  to  the  trial  of  their  obedience  in  inltm* 
ces  that  lie  iroft  opposite  to  their  natural  inclinations  and  fccular  interefttf#  Alas, 
what  finrea  ami  Umputiurs  are  the  riches  and  love  of  this  world,  to  hinder  us 
In  oar  duty  and  in  onr  way  to  hfcaven!  Nothing  but  almighty  grace  can  girean  ef* 
fcftual  turn  to  the  heart,  and  overcome  the  difficulty;  And  whoever  is  hereby 
brought  £0  deny  himrelf,  and  fufler  temporal  lofJes  for  Chrift/  (hall  find  a  rich  a- 
mends  m  bis  tidjing  here,  and  eternal  life  with  the  higbeft  honours  in  bis  prefence 
for  ew*  But  whether  wc  be  firft  or  laft  in  partaking  of  gofpcl  benefits,  it  b 
according  to  the  riches  of  God's  grace. 


c 


CHAP*  XX. 

The  parable  of  tlx  labourer:  in  the  vineyard*  I, — 16*  CbrijP s  predic¬ 
tion  of  his  own  death  and  reJurreEtiat i|  17*—  ip,  The  petition  qf  the 
mother  qf  two  difeipiesy  and  Gbriffs  anjwer  and  difeourfs  upon  it*  10* 
—28.  And  bis  curing  two  blind  men%  29, — 34* 


T  F  X  T, 


FOr  die  king¬ 
dom  of 

ven  is  like  un¬ 
to  a  man  that  is 
■n  hou£chaldcrt 
which  went  <'uc 


tirly  in  ibenoom- 
ing  <0  hire  la* 
bearers  into  bis 
vineyanL 

1  And  when 
he  had  a  gyred 
tfftb  the  labour* 
er*  for  a  penny 
l-dsy,  be  font 
-them  into  hu 
vineyards 


3  And  he  went 
one  about  the 
third  hour,  and 
Ja*_othe»  (land¬ 
ing 


Paraphrase. 

VrOtV*  that  what  hath  been  faid,  about  the  firft  being 
laft,  and  the  laft  firft,  is  no  way  to  confident  with 
rules  of  righteoufnefs,  may  be  learnt  by  a  plain  fimili- 
tude*  “  For  the  dtfpcnfation  of  grace,  in  the  gofpcJ- 
lungdoan,  is  like  the  management  of  a  certain  matter 
of  a  family, .  who  went  out  early  in  the  morning  to  hire 
labourers  into  his  vineyard;  tad,  agreeing  with  them 
for  a  penny  a*day,  he,fct  them  about  his  bufinefo 
there  ;”™So  f  God  called  the  Jrwj.to  faith  and  repen¬ 
tance,  in  the  beginning  of  the  gofpel-difpenfation,  by 
the  miniftry  of  John  the  Baptifi f  of  Chrift  himfclf,  and 
of  his  apoftles  in  their  Era  million  to  the  loft  (beep  of 
the  houfc  of  Ifrael:  And  fome  of  them  were  called  in 
the  youngeft  part  of  life,  with  prcpofals  of  fpiriruai  and 
eternal  bleffings  for  their  encouragement  4  and  they 
thereupon  profcffed  to  come  into  the  church,  and  give 
rhemfetves  up  to  the  Lord. 

3,  4,  &  5.  <f  The  mafter  afterwards  went  out  about 
the  cbird  hour,  and  then  about  the  fixth  and  ninth 
hours;  and  finding  others,  who  flood  idle  in  the. mar* 
ket,  like  perfons  that  waited  there  for  employment,  he 

bid 


NOTE* 

t  Some  fnppofr,  airly  in  the  morphy-,  difpenfttlnii,  and  the  various  commiffiofn 

and  the  the  ttu?  ninths  and  the  for  preaching  it*  firft  ro  the  Jemsy  and  rf* 

tUverJb  fottrs,  which  fignlfy  nine  o'clock  in  fcfward*  to  the  Gentiles ;  And  though  this 
the  mourning,  noon,  three,  and  fire  o’clock  parable  ferns  to  rebut  primarily  to  the  dif* 
in  the  afternoon,  relate  to  the  times  of  the  ferent  fnfqns  of  God’s  calling  the  JJfvt  and 
firft  promift,  and  afterward*  of  Abrt thaw  and  Genti/es  by  the  gospel*,  and  to  the  fovereign 
-Mc/rj,  and  then  of  the  prophets,  and  Uft  of  diftribotions  of  nisjTiirc  to  one  and  the  Other 
aft  of  Chrift  and  hu  a po files :  But  as  die  of  diem  ;  yet  it  is  icoftly  applicable  to  all 
kingdom  of  heaven,  repre  firmed  in  this  pa-  perfons.  wherever  the  gnipel  comes,  incrcry 
mhfe,  (igniSc*  the  pripeMUre,  i  rather  rake  aj>e,  and  1o  every  period  of  a  man's  lift, 
them  all  to  nr  tale  to  the  feverat  ppxdi  of  Us 
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»"*  t!>e  hid  them  go  into  bin  vineyard,  promifing  that  they 

AndSi*-  have  fufiieicnt  recompence ;  and  they  accordingly 

to  diem,  Co  ye  Went  So  the  Jews  Continuing  to  flegleft  Chrift  and 
«tibi»u»tbeTme-  the  gofpel,  though  they  were  full  of  expectation  that 
£«*<r  is  right,  £hc  Meffiaft  would  appear  about  that  time  to  fet  up  his 
I  will  give  you.  kingdom*  God  again  Called  them,  by  ChrUVs  fending 

Awl  they  wan  out  the  feventy  dUdples*  as  well  as  the  apbftlcs,  during 

*j 'a^iIu  l>e  *he  *’me  of  his  abode  upon  earth ;  and  after  hU  refur* 
we«  oat  about  reftkm,  h»  meftengers  werefent  out  again  with  a  fur* 
Dlnth^ho*  a“d  thcr  commilEon  to  preach  the  gofpel,  firft  in  Jerufakm 
did  I’lfrife  U  and  Jitdt<h  and  then  to  the  Jews  of  the  difperfion,  be¬ 
fore  they  Went  to  the  Gentiles  /  and}  at  thefe  fcveral 

feaions,  many  came  in,  and  made  a  profeffion  of 

Chriii's  name,  fome  of  which  were  called  in  their  youth* 
ful  days*  others  in  their  middle  age*  and  others  in  the 
decline  of  life* 

J  And  about  7*  “  Laft  of  all*  about  the  eleventh  hour*  the 
he  yjr  ma^er  f°UI>d  others  flauding  idle,  and  ex  populated  with 
sell  found  oiben  them  for  fquandering  away  all  their  time  j  and  when 
finding  idle,  and  they  f;iid  they  had  nothing  to  do,  he  hid  them  g?  into 
ykL the  wneiard,  promifing  mem  a  proper  reward  :’’-L-S6 
bcndl  the  dly  at  laft  God  fent  the  gofpel,  by  the  mihiftry  of  the  apo* 
Uhl  Ales,  and  others  of  his  ferbants  in  that  and  after* age*, 

„  to  the  idolatrous  Gentiles*  who  had  for  many  gencrati- 

aa  nan  hub  hi-  ons  gone  on  in  ignorance,  walking  in  tneir  own  ways} 
nd  oa.  He  filth  and  they  were  turned  from  idols  to  ferre  the  living  and 
'■c' the  truc  God,  upon  the  encouragements  therein  fet  before 
vTuyud  ;  and  them;  and  fome  were  called  in  old  age,  after  they  Had 
whatfiever  i*  wafted  the  greatert  part  of  their  It  vei  in  ftupidity  and  in  fim 
^  3  *  Now  when  the  day  was  finiihed,  the  mailer  or* 

s  So  >Jwu  «■  dered  all  the  labourers  to  lie  called*  that  they  might  re* 
nn  wti  cone,  eeive  their  reward,  beginning  with  them  who  came  in 
vWenOl filth  vifr  h*®*  and  fo  on  to  the  firft  jw—*Sd  at  God's  com  pi  eating 
tobb  ftewd,  the  fettlement  of  the  kingdom  of  grace,  he  will  (hew 
Cull  the  labour-  tbe  riches  of  his  mary  to  the  Gentiles}  and  to  them 
SSr"hfi^Vbn|iw  who  were  called  laft }  and  iti  the  evening  of  life,  or  ac 
sing  from  th^ft  death,  and  in  theevening  of  the  world*  or  at  judgment* 
uoto  thrift.  they  IhaU  receive  the  bldfing  of  eternal  life,  as  well  as 
the  Jews  and  fuch  as  were  called  'firft. 

9  And  when  p,  to.  “  And  when  they,  who  came  lift  into  the 
^r^abOTt  mailer’s  fertile,  received  a  penny,  they*  who  wereor- 
rbscbrattbhwir,  dered  to  go  firft  into  the  vineyard,  expe&ed  to  receive 
they  nerived  evt^  morc>  but  Wert-  difcppointed  So  when  the-  Gentiles, 

r>  ,™tlButP*<*hen  and  they  *^0  Were  Called  Uft,  were  admitted  to  all  the 
the'^frft  came .  privileges  of  the  covenant  here,  and  entitled  to  the  gra- 
tiicy  fiippofai  clous  reward  of  eternal  life  which  they  flull  receive  here-* 
th«  tbeyjhonld  a^er  ,  tjje  jg^t,  and  thfcv  who  were  called  firft,  know* 
ww  ,e»o#e*  trg  this,  imagined  that  their  privileges  and  their  glory 
Yol.  I.  '  li  ihedd 
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Dxxr.;  sM  they  {hould  be  ftill  greater ;  but  found  tbemfelvea  miftaken, 
the?  being  to  receive  no  more  than  the  others. 

ii,  12.  “  And  when  they,  that  firft  entered  upon 
their  major’s  work,  found  they  were  to  have  no  more, 
they  murmured  again  It  him,  becaufe  they  who  came  in 
kit",  and  laboured  .hut-  one  honr,  received  as  much  as 
themfelvcs,  who  had  borne  the  heat  and  toil  of  ail  the 
day So'the  Jews,  who  had  been  the  ancientpeopk  of 
God,  and  were  firft  called,  and  valued  themfelvcs  up* 
on  their  external  privileges  and  performances,  mur¬ 
mured  at  the  Gentile s  being  made  fellow*hcirs  with  them 
of  all  the  privileges  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  all  the  bkfliugs 
of  falvation ;  bccaufe  they  thought  the  advantages  and 
glories  of  the  Mefliah’s  kingdom  ought  to  have  been 
confined  to  themfelves,  or  at  leaft  bellowed  in  a  more 
ample  manner  upon  them  than  upon  the  Gentiles. 

'13,  14,  &  15.  w  But-  the  matter  anfwered  one  of 
thefe  murmurerg,  faying.  Friend,  why  is  this  complaint  1 
I  have  done  yoti  no  wrong :  Have  I  not  performed  my 
agreement  with  you  ?  Take  therefore  what  belongs  to 
you,  without  grudging  at  the  favour  I  ftiow  to  others ; 
for  I  will -give  as  much  to  the  fell  as  to  the  firft;  and 
have  I  not  a  right  to  difpofe  of  mine  own  property  as  I 
pleafe  f  Why  then  fbould  you  be  envious  becaufe  l  am 
bountiful  f” — So  God  reproves  tbe  complainers  againft 
his  dHpenfarions  of  mercy,  and  vindicates  his  own  right 
in  freely  difpefing  of  gofpel-bldlings  according  to  his 
fovereign-will,  faying.  How  good  and  kind  meter  I 
am .  to  others,  I  do  no  injury  to  you ;  ye  cannot  claim 
more  than  I  have  given  you;  and  ye  ought  hot  to  envy 
others.  My  favour  is  free,  my  gifts  are  entirely  at  my 
own  difpofe,  I  am  debtor  to  none,  and  will  leave  no 
room  for  any  to  complain ;  but  will  have  mercy  on 
whom  I  .will  have  mercy :  And  as  I  delight  to  glorify 
the  exceeding  riches  of  my  grace,  I  will  do  it  to  fuch 
perfons,  and  in  fuch  ways  and  degrees,  as  Teem  good 
in  my  fight.  Wfiat !  Dial!  I  not  do  as  I  pleaie  with 
mine  own  1  How  unbecoming  is  ir,  that  ye  (hould  be 
offended,  becaufe  I  am  To  exceedingly  gracious,  even 
beyond  all  appearance  of  defert. 

16  Thus,  as  was  laid,  (chap.  xix.  30.)  many  of  thole, 
who,  like  tbe  G entiles t  are  called  laft,  and  have  the 
leaft  pretence  to  be  regarded,  (hall  be  -  admitted  to  all 
the  privileges  and  blcffings  of  the  kingdom  of  grace  and 
glory,  as  well  as  tbofe,  who,  like  ihejrws,  were  called 
full,  and  bid  faired  for  pre-eminence:  And  they  who, 
from  a  high  conceit  of  their  own  merit,  murmur  againft, 
and  cannot  be  reconciled  tu  :hole  Sovereign  difpcnfo* 


tiltewifc  received 
every  man  a  p«i* 

fir. 

it  And  when 
they  hail  received 
If,  they  lmirmnr- 
cd  the 

Ootvl-m^n  of  the 
heuft, 

rt  Saying  * 
Thefe  larf  have 
wrought  hilt  one 
hour*  and  thoc 
Kft  made  thtffli 
ctjtul  unto  us 
which  haveborne 
rhe  burden  and 
Lest  of  the  day. 


t  i  But  he  an- 
f'viii'J  one  of 
them,  and  laid, , 
trie  ml,  Ifh'ihee 
no  ^roofc:  dsdft 
not  thou  agree 
with  me  fora  peu* 
ny  ? 

24  Take  tk*t 
thine  .hi  and 
thy  way  t  J 
gifeuntothisUft, 
tvtti  «  vnto  ihot- 

it  ic  not 
lawful  for  me  to 
do  what  I  will 
wkh  mine  own  ? 
is  ihi«  eye  c- 
vii,  becaufe  X  am 


good? 


16  So  the  laft 
Jhail  he  fit* l,  and 
jhei.  £Lrit  blf  :  for 
many 
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^°05  of  goodnefe,  exclude  tbcmfelvea  from  ita 

*  faring  benefits;  while  others,  who  appear  to  be  frill 
more  unworthy,  (hall  be  partakers  of  them  f ;  For  ma¬ 
ny  are  externally  called  by  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  and 
made  members  of  the  vilible  church ;  but  there  are, 
comparatively,  few  that  are  chofen  of  God  to  eternal 
life,  and  cffe£hially  called  according  to  his  purpole. 

V  AwJ  Jefiu  17  After  thefe  things,  Jefus,  knowing  that  the  time 
of  his  fufferings  drew  nigh,  fet  out  for  JerufaUm>  with 
tvchediftiplesa-  the  twelve  apofUes,  to  celebrate  his  laft  paflbver  there  ; 

and,  as  they  were  in  die  way,  he  privately  reminded 
them  j  11010  fhem  of  what  he  had  told  them,  once  and  again  before, 

would  befit]  him ;  and  added  fome  further  particulars  a* 
bout  it,  faying, 


18  Behold,  vc 
Jpt  up  ro  Jerafa- 
km;  and  the  Son 
of  man  Dull  be 
iKtrayednnto  the 
chief  priclts,  a nd 
unto  the  {cubes, 
raid  they  JliaU 
condemn  him  to 
death, 

19  And  Ault 
deliver  him  Co  the 
Gentiles  to  mock 


18  We  are  now  going  up  to  Jcrufalcm ,  and  I  would 
have  you  obferve,  that  this  will  be  my  laft  journey  thi¬ 
ther  ;  for  the  time  draws  nigh,  in  which  I,  the  Mefliah, 
{hall  be  trcacheroufly  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the 
chief  priefts  and  feribes,  who  will  take  this  opportunity 
of  apprehending  and  profecutiug  me  with  malice  and 
furyf  dll- they  procure  an  unrighteous  fentence  for  con¬ 
demning  me  to  dearh. 

19  And  they  will  deliver  me  into  the  hands  of  the 
Reman  governor  and  his  foldiers,  to  be  derided,  cruci- 


»id  to  fcourge  fied,  and  infultcd,  abuled,  and  beaten  with  rods,  (fee 

t!m  •t0»od°etbe  t*ie  note  Dn  X3t™*  *6.)*  and  at  laft,  to  be  put  to 
third  daf  he  (hall  the  painful  and  ignominious  death  of  the  crofs,  as  if  I 
life  again. .  were  the  meaneft  of  Haves,  and  the  vileft  of  malefa&ors 


and  for  your  comfort  1  add,  that,  on  the  third  day,  I 
{hall  rife  again  from  the  dead. 

w  Tlwn  T!  20  Then'  $  SaJomet  the  wife  of  Zebedee ,  came  to 
of  Zebedn^ehil-  him  with  her  two  fons  James  and  John,  (chap.  x.  l.) 


inn,  with  her  and  imagining,  that}  after  the  riling  again  which  he 
S'ISdSS  Q»k=rf>he-ouHtn»p  a  temporal  kingdom  with  great 
a  attain  thiogof  ntajefty  and  glory  on  the  earch,  fhc  fell  down  before 
him-  him,  and  worfhipped  him,  earncftly  begging  that  he 

would  grant  her  a  certain  requeft,  on  the  behalf  of  thofe 
her  two  fons,  they  alfo  joining  in  the  petition  with  her, 
(^farA  x.  35.) 

Un”  htr*  wbst  11  he  knowing  their  ambitious  defign,  fait!  to  her, 
'  wiJt  What 


NOTES. 

f  This  biter  pert  of  the  verfe  being  were  much  more  unlikely,  IbouM  obtain  them 
hmaght  in  it  a  reafbn  of  what  was  faiil  in  tltrcru^h  faith,  according  to  the  Ibvcrdgn  dif- 
t!-e  former,  tons  naturally  to  inlimatc^  flint,  poi'tU  of  God's  grace, 
by  tbt  tajt  being  and  tht  firfi  1 <$7  onr 

li*rd  meant  not  only,  that  the  Gwtifcs  Ihonld  {  That  this  was  appears  by  eonv- 

be  made  equal,  id  gtfpcb-privilegcs  and  bkf-  paring  Mish  xxvii-  *<*•  with  AUri  *v\  40.5 
£:igst  to  the  Jms  ,*  but  that  many,  who  and  iw  may  be  fpoken  of  s*  the  mothcT  of 
were  molt  likely,  in  human  view,  tobe  matte  Ztbniffi  children,  either  lieciufe  he  teas 
p?rfd<w  of  them,  ihoiilj  fall  {hurt,  through  dtwl,  or  wan  not  a  confirm  fiill^wcf  or  Chrill 
fell 'Cjd  ceil  and  anbclltf  j  while  others,  u  bo  u  jhe  and  Iicr  ions  we- 


The  EtfangeUjl  Matthew  faraphrafed.  Ch. x*. 

3hc  What  is  the  petition  that  yon  would  offer  1  She  told 
him  it  was,  that,  fince  tie  had  fpofcen.  of  the  twelve  a- 
poftlcs  fitting  on  twelve  thrones,  (chap.  six.  28.)  thofe 
two  funs  of  her’s,  who  were  his  conftant  and  favourite 
difciples,  might,  at  the  opening  of  his  kingdom,  be 
admitted  to  the  big  heft  places  of  honour,  and  be  next 
in  authority  to  himi'df,  dike  perfons  fitting  one  at  his 
tight  hand,  and  the  other  at  bis  left. 

1 1  Cut  Jvfus,  turning  to  her  two  Tons,  replied.  Ye 
are  much  reiftaken  about  the  nature  of  my  kingdom, 
which  i$  not  of  this  world  j  nor  will  it  gratify  your  car¬ 
nal  ambition,  according  to  your  vain  expeditions •,  i'uf- 
ferings  here  being  the  way- to  its  dignities  and  honours 
hereafter :  If  therefore  ye  would  be  partakers  of  its  glo¬ 
ry,  think  fieri  cru  fly  with  yomiclves,  whether  ye  are  able 
to  drink  of  the  cup  of  trembling  which  1  mull  drink 
of,  and  to  bcbaptizeJ  with  the  forrowful  bantifm  which 
I  mult  be  baptized  with  by  my  Jufferingt  -  They  readily 
anfwered,  with  little  thought,  but  with  a  great  deal  of 
vanity  and  felf-confidence,  \Ve  are  ready  to  fuffer  every 
thing  that  can  befal  us,  lor  obtaining  the  honours  of  thy 
kingdom. 

23  Jefus  replied,  . Te  lhail  indeed  be  called  to  fuffer 
terrible  perfccutions,  reproaches,  and  diftrefles,  after 
my  example,  and  for  my  fake,  m  your  way  to  my  king¬ 
dom  of  glory,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark  x.  39.) :  But  as  to 
the  chief  honours  there,  fucb  as- fitting  next  to  me  at 
my  right  hand  and  my  left,  thefc  are  already  difpofed 

tloa”  anT«u  my  God*s  eternal  eounfels,  and  are  put  into  my  hands 
■left,  b  not  mhie  to  confer  them,  not  according  to  any  private  will  of  my 
own,  but  according  to  bis  purpofe,  who  hath  given  me 
power  aver  all  fiejh,  that  /  JbouldgtVe  eternal  life  to  at 
many  as  he  has  given  me,  (John  xrii.  2.) ;  f©  that  tltefe 
honours  are  not  mine  to  give,  (f  lave 

only  to  thert  for  whom  they  have  been  prepared  by  my 
father  in  bis  appointments  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world. 

24  Now  when  tbe  other  ten  spofUes  beard  the  ambi¬ 
tious  fetjueft  of  thefe  two  brethren,  and  Ch  rift’s  reply 
to  it,  they  were  filled  with  envy  and  refentment  again  ft 

**“  them,  for  endeavouring  to  get  3  pre-eminence  in  the 
Mefliah’s  kingdom,  whieb  they  thoogbt  they  had  as 
good  a  claim  to  as  either  of  them; 

1;  Bat  Jefus,  feeing  that  the  fanie  carnal  ambitious 

tem- 

.  ..NOTE. 

t  The  particle  («>>*)  v  fometime*  ufed  tx«pftv  Jr,  ai  in  \J*rk  is  ft-  compared  with 
Matt*  xv  ii.  9- ;  uniffhc  Striatk  vcrfian  very  ;uftJy  mitlcn  chne  tvard*,  wlihnu  (he  Jiippk* 
fbent  in  aw  irdJtti.ition,  'CuUji  U  ih*fc  far  vL);;  it  2:c.  See  fifachtfoWs  Sacred 

CUfliii,  yvL  L  p.  +4, 


t4» 

vik  thou? 
fkrh  unto  hid). 
Grant  that  thefc 
my  two  tons  may 
fit  the  one  nn  thy 
right  hind,  and 
the  other  on  the 
fcfl  \a  thy  king* 
dom. 


i*  Rot  JeJiti  an- 
Ava  etl  arid 
te  kdo  vi  not 
whal  yc  ilk-  Arc 
ye  Me  to  drink 
of  :he  cup  that  | 
fraU  drink  of, 
and  to  he  taprl- 
Milwirh  tjiebap- 
tifni  that  1  am 
baptized  with  ? 
They  fay  unto 
biro,  WearcaUc. 


i  $  And  he 
(skit  unto  them, 
Te  lhatt  drink  to- 
dthl  of  my  cup,' 
and  he  baptized 
V:th  the  bapufm 
fiat  !  am  hupti- 
fed  vjth  :  bdt  to 


to  give,  but  it 
Jfci/f  be  £iW4  to 
tK*m  for  u  hnn  it 
K  p  re  paired  of  d)  y 
father. 


14  And  when 
the  ten  heard  b, 
they  wife  moved 
frith  itidttfnatiod 
again  ft  tbe 
tmbreti. 


lj  BUt  Tefub 
cd^ 
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called  them  nnu* 
hiiti,-tnd.  Uut,  Ye 
knew  disc  the 
prittrt  of  the 
Goiriln  eferreift 
duninioit  over 
them,  and  they 

th.it  dre  j^nt  c^- 
crcilk  authority 
upon  them* 

ttf  fhu  it  (hall 
iwi  be  m  smong 
you :  but  who  to* 
ever  will  be 
anrmg  ynu,  let 
hiin  be  your  mt- 
o  tiler; 

17  Arid  who- 
fivver  will  be 
<hicf  *'lH>ngyuuf 
let  hint  Ik  your 
iVrvM  in ; 

z%  J\ren  as l he 
iv>n  tit  nun  caoie 
not  to  be  nir<i- 
ftcicd  unto,  hut 
ibln^rw,  iud 
to  £iv*  ids  iiie  i 
juolbmformiiny* 


1 0  And  as  they 
t'rotn  Je* 
rlt'bi-,  a  gr^t 
mulmudc  fy  bow¬ 
ed  bun. 


30  And  be* 
hnlJ,  t»o  bli:id 
mcQ  tittiajgby  the 
vaf  *  (jdc,  when 
they  heard  that 
Jcioi^paAed  by, 
cried  out,  bylng, 
Hatre  mercy  «it 

0  Lord*  thou 
Sou  of  David, 


31  And .  the 
mulihudc  rtb  li¬ 
ked  them,  beejufe 
they  Ibonld  hold 
their  peace;  but 
they 


temper  worked  in- them  ail,  called  them  together,  and 
with  great  meeknefs  and  gentlenefa  reproved  them.  Jay- 
iog.  All  this  is.quite  wrong :  Ye  know  indeed  that  the 
princes  of  this  world,  the  kings  and  emperors  among 
the  G,'>itilcs,  have  a  mighty  tbiril  after  dominion  and 
power  over  their  fuojeflts,  and  over  one  another ;  and 
they  among  them  who  have  the  ftcongeft  arm,  exercife 
authority  over  the  reft. 

26,  27.  But  it  mult  not  be  thus  among  yon  in  my 
fptritual  kingdom,  the  nature  and  tlefign  of  which  are 
contrary  to  thofe  of  the  kingdoms  of  this  wtrld :  If  any 
therefore  would  lie  truly  great  and  honourable  under 
me,  let  him  bumble  and  deny  himtelf,  and  labour  ro 
promote  the  fpiritual  interefts  of  others  ;  and  -  if  any  a- 
mong  you  defire  to  have  pre-eminence  above  the  reft, 
let  it  not  be  by  lording  it  over  God’s  heritage,  but  by 
condescending  to  the  mcaneft  fervices  for  their  fouls 
benefit,  and  by  ferving  one  another  in  love. 

28  Herein  take  me,  the  Mtifiah,  for  your  pattern, 
who  came  into  this  world,  not  to  take  upon  me  tempo? 
ral  (late  and  dominion,  or  to  be  ferved  with  pomp  and 
grandeur ;  but  to  fubrnit  to  the  moft  felf-abafing  offices, 
in  doing  good  to  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men,  and  to 
lay  down  my  own  life  at  lad  (*»?(«»  nun)  as  a  price 
ot  redemption  for  as  many  of  them  as  the  Father  has 
given  me,  by  dyings  in  their  room  and  Head,  that  they 
may  be  delivered  from  fin  and  Qavery,  from  the  curio 
of  die  law  and  the,  wrath  of  God. 

29  Upon  this,  Jefus  and  bis  difciples  went  forward 
to  Jerufdem and,  palling  through  Jericho  in  their 
way  thither,  (fee  the  note  on  Luke  xviii.  35.)  a  great 
multitude  of  people  followed  him,  as  they  ufed  to  da 
wherever  be  went. 

30  And  behold  a  wonderful  inftance  of  his  power 
and  companion!  There  were  two  blind  men,  fitting  on 
the  fide  of  a  public  road  to  afk  relief  >  one  of  whom  was 
a  noted  beggar,  whole  name  was  Partimeust  (Mark  xt 
46.)}  and  when  they  beard  from  fome  of  the  company, 
that  Jefus,  who  had  wrought  fo  many  miracles,  was 
then  going  by,  they  joined  in  their  requeft  for  a  cure, 
crying  out  with  great  carnelbiefs,  and  faith  in  his  power 
and  goodnefs,  Q  Lord,  thou  Bon  of  David,  whiten  we 
believe  to  be  the  true  Mefliah,  and  both  able  and  ready 
to  help  and  fave  the  miferablc,  we  befcech  thee  extend 
thy  mercy  to  us. 

3 1  But  (<r<)  the  multitude  chid  them  for  making  fucb 
a  noife,  and  bad  them  "hold  their  peace  and  not  amurb 
him,  who  feerned  to  take  no  notice  of  than ;  However, 

If  3  infLcacJ 


150  Tbs  Evangelifl  Matthew  par&pbr&fed .  Ch.  xx. 
they  cried  the  In  (lead  of  being  filent,  they  cried  out  with  (till  more  vc- 
iw  ’in^li!  hemecce  and  fervour,  O  Lord,  thou  expected  Meffiah, 
os/o ijwluilioa  we  greatly  need  the  mercy  which  thou  art  conie  to  be- 
ibncfDstid.  (tow,  and  earneftly  beg  that  thou  wouldcft  pleafe  to 
have  companion  upon  us. 

,,  And  jeTu$  32  Then  Jefus  (lopped  ;  and,  for  the  encouragement 
flood  ftiu,  and  of  their  faith,  ordered  them  to  be  brought  to  hi  in :  And 
Wh«  *"u  *ey  came  near,  he  alted  them,  What  mercy  it 

jc  ih^t  f  ihaUdo  it  tras  that  they  dtfired  he  (hould  (hew  them,  whether 
'anm  you?  they  wanted  an  alms,  or  a  cure  from  him,  or  what  elfe? 

thereby  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  make  known  their 
particular  requeit,  and  an  intimation  of  his  readinefs  to 
anfwer  it- 


„  They  fiy  33  They  immediately  replied,  Lord,  the  mercy  we 
not  s>  hi  in.  Lord,  want,  and  humbly  beg  of  thee  to  grant,  is,  that,  ac- 
cording  to  thy  greatnefs  and  goodnefs,  and  according  to 
^  our  diftrefling  needhry,  thou  wouldeft  reftore  fight  to  us 

who  are  blind. 

14  $0  Jefnj  34  And  they  no  iboner  a  Iked  but  received  :  Jefus 
had  companion  extended  his  mercy  toward  them,  acccording  to  their 
touched "  *  thdr  kid1;  and,  upon  hi^  touching  their  blind  eyes,  they, 
eyu:  ami  imnrut-  by  a  mere  a£t  of  his  Sovereign  power  and  will,  recover* 
diattly  thw «y«  cd  their  fight  io  an  mftaot,  and  went  along  with  the 
comjpany  after  him>  to  teftify  their  gratitude,  love,  and 
c4  bicn. 7  praife,  and  to  receive  ftill  further  bleilings  from  him. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  free  and  fovereign  is  the  grace  of  God?  ,The  moft  unlikely  an:  effrftualJy 
called;  and  t hat  fooner  or  later*  according  to  his  good  pkafnre:  And  the  htett 
convert  Jla^Jl  have  all  the  privileges  of  the  gofpebftate,  and  the  reward  of  eternal 
fife,  as  well  as  the  earlieft ;  whilft  others,  who  feemed  to  ftand  fairer  for  it,  drop 
(hort  of  it.  It  h  indeed  a  reward,  bccaufe  it  is  given*  according  to  the  promife, 
after  our  work  is  done  upon  earth*  and  becanfe  it  is  a  rich  amends  for  all  our  la¬ 
bour  and  fufferingi  for  Chrift  ;  but  it  is  a  reward  of  grace,  which  God  bellows, 
as  he  pleafes*  upon  his  chofen,  for  whom  it  is  prepared  in  his  eternal  decrees. 
He  herein  leaves  no  room  for  others  to  complain,  luttce  he  does  them  no  wrong ; 
but  every  mouth  of  proud  boafters,  and  captious  imirniuners*  fliaU  be  flopped* 
And,  bleflid  be  God,  while  there  is  life*  there  is  hope  for  every  fianer,  efpeciaJJy 
for  thofe  that  have  not  a1*!  tbeir  days  before  negledtwl  the  means  of  grace  *  Hut 
there  is  00  encouragement  forftichas  fit  uaderthe  gufpel,  to  defer  their  repentance, 
-in  hopes  of  being  called  at  the  eleventh' hour;  and  aafooo  as  the  twelfth  hour 
comes,  or  the  day  of  Life  is  ended,  there  remains  no  more  hope  for  ever.  How 
earneftly  fliouU  we  beg,  that  Chrift  would  open  the  eyes  of  our  minds,  before  it 
be  too  late  ;  that  he  would  fliew  us  the  worth,  and  our  need,  of  fpirituaf  blrf- 
fings*  and  the  way  of  obtaining  them  through  faith  in  him,  who  freely  gave  his 
life  £ranfom  for  many  I  And  if  for  many*  why  not  for  It  furely  is  for  me, 
if  1  am  brought  to  receive  the  Lord  Jet 11S  as  the  only  facrifice  for  my  tins,  to  de¬ 
pend  on  him  as  able  and  ready  to  fave  me,  and  to  make  him  my  example ;  if  ! 
prefer  fpiritual  to  temporal  btemn^s,  and  feck  to  excel  in  humility  and  ufefuhiefs, 
to  every  great  and  good  work,  iaftead  of  thirftfog  after  power  and  fame;  and  if, 
having  fat  down  and  cnmited  the  coft,  I  reckon  upon  the  croft  as  well  at  the 
crown,  and  am  made  willing  to  foficur  Chrift  through  fufleriugs  to  glory. 

CHAP. 
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cat  of  the  temple ,  12, — 16.  His  ctirjing  the  barren  Jig~trect  17, — 
22.  Hit  fileneing  the  jews,  by  an  appeal  to  John1/  baptifm^  23, — 
27.  His  reproof  to  them ,  by  the  parable  of  two  Jons ,  28,-32.}. 
and  by  the  parable  of  the  vineyard  let  out  to  httjl-amhnenj  33, — 46. 


T*  XT. 

AN  U  when 
they  drew 
cii  ;h  unto  JcrirtA- 
kna  ,  mil 
come  co  Betb  - 
phage,  unto  ibe 
insuDt  of  Olives, 
then  Itut  Jefuf 
two  difdplcs, 

*  im)  mg  onto 
them,  Go  into  the 
village  over  a  - 
p.iinft  you,  tod 
firaiuhewty  ye 
AijU  find  an  aft 
tied,  and  a,  cok 
with  her:  Joofc 


(V»k,  and  bring 
pv*:  uroo  me. 


^  AlJ  if  any 
rejru  fty  ought 
titico  yon  ,  ye 
(hail  fey  >'  The 
Lord  hah  need 
of  hem  ;  and 


(traehiway  be 

wililcnd  them. 

4  All  this  wu 
don  t  that  it 
mtjht  he  fulfilled 
whch  wa.sfpokcn 
by  the  prophet. 


i  Tdl  ft  the 
dagbterof  Sion, 
Ufinld1  thy  king 
c^dhunto  thctt 
rttk,  and  fitting 
pon  an  aft,  and 
rcolt  the  foal  of 


11  aft. 

6  And  the  dW- 
ciplf*  went,  and 
dll  a<  Jeftis  com* 
mended  them, 

T  And  brought 
the  alii  and  the 
colt ,  ud  put 
on 


Paraphrase. 

'M'OW  when  our  Lord  and  his  difciplcs  drew  near  to 
Jerufalem,  and  were  come  over-againft  Bethphuger 
which  lay  between  that  city  and  the  mount  oi  Olives, 
Jefus  knowing  that,  at  the  approaching  paHover,  he, 
as  the  true  pafehal  Lamb  typified  by  that  ordinance, 
muft  be  facrficed for  us,  ( 1  Cor,  v,  7.)  determined  to 
make  a  public  entry  into  Jerufatem,  as  an  emblem  of 
the  higher  honours  of  the  kingdom  that  he  fliouid  rife 
to  from  the  dead:  And,  in  order  thereunto,  he  lent 
two  of  his  difciples  into  the  adjacent  village,  laying. 
At  younarrival  thither,  ye  will  find  an  afs  tied  with  her 
foal,  which  has  never  been  hacked,  {Markxu  2.)i  un¬ 
tie,  and  bring  them  to  me,  that  I  may  make  fiich  ufc 
of  them  as  feems  good  in  my  fight. 

3  And  if  any  one  (Iiould  find  fault  with  yon  for 
attempting  to  loofe  and  lead  them  away.  Tell  him  that 
your  Lord  and  Mailer  wants  them,  for  a  fpccial  pur* 
pofe,  at  this  time:  And  as  foon  as  he  hears  this,  his 
heart  (hall  be  inclined  to  let  you  faring  them  along 
with  you. 

4,  S'  Jefns  purpofelydid  ail  this  with  a  view  toibme 
ancient  prophecies  of  the  MdEah,  that  they  might  be 
punftudly  fulfilled  in  him  ;  as  particularly  thofe  in  tja* 
Ixii.  11.  Say  ye  to  the  daughter  of  Sion,  Behold ,  thyfal - 
vation  cometh;  and  Zecb*  ix.  9.  Rejoice  greatly,  O 
daughter  of  Sion  ;  jhout,  0  daughter  of  Jentfalem  :  £0 
hold,  thy  King  cometb  unto  thee;  he  is  juft,  and  having 
falvathn;  lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  aft  and  (or  e* 
ven)  upon  a  colt  the  foal  of  an  a/s. 

6  The  two  difeiptes  accordingly  went  into  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and,  managing  juft  as  jeius  had  commanded, 
found  every  thing  fell  out  exactly  as  he  had  foretold  it 
would. 

7  And  they  brought  the  afs  with  the  colt,  and  put¬ 
ting  their  garments  upon  erne  of  them  viz.  the  coir, 

{Mark 
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f  Chrifl  rode  on  an  afi,  »  the  judges  and  of  fft&d :  ftntpj^n  the  foal  of  an  like 
king*  of  i/raei  did  till  Setonon's  time  :  And,  Davtii*  the  £rcirdt  of  all  hft  aiKYfLOTJ.  ^c^! 
ftmablt  to  bis  durafter,  he  herein  appeared,  I>r  SVMo n  Prophecy,  differ U  iv,  p* 
not  in  the  pomp  and  pride  of  chariots  and  ‘  f  As  ill  the  orhrr  cvan^liih  men  don 
boric*,  which  God  had  forbid  to  the  Jung*  only  ChrUfs  riding  upon  the  colt,  *c  nuy 

K  4  fri-poie 
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0*1  them  thdr  n\iark  jti.  y.)  they  afterwards  fetjefus  on  the  cLoaths, 
faiiw’tbewon^  had  fpread  upon  it,  that  he  might  ride*  with 

humble  triumph,  to  Jetufalcm. 

8  And  »  *»j  8  And  as  her  rode  along)  an  exceeding  great  multi* 

jilrad  jji**  tU{le  attended  him,  many  of  which  fpread  their  doarhE, 
men  is  mthenay-;  like  carpets,  in  the  way,  for  him  to  ride  upon  $ ;  others 
others  cut  down  cut  off  houghs  of  trees,  and  ftrewed  them  on' the  fidcs 
tnre^sind^ftrawed  l^e  road,  as  the  people  iifcd  to  do  when  kings  and 
i^rnr  in  the  w^y,  emperors  made  their  triumphal  entrance  into  a  city  \ 
and  great  numbers  met  him  from  JtrvfaUmy  carrying 
palms  in  their  hands,  {John  xii.  13.}  as  they  were  wont 
at  the  feaft  of  tabernacles. 


9  And  the  nut-  9  And  t  the  great  crowds,  that  went  before  and  be- 

timdeif  tbn  vrnt  hind,  (houted  with  lpud  acclamations  of  joy,  and  fa* 
followed*  cried!  luted  him,  faying,  as  at  their  feaft  of  tabernacles,  Ho- 
faying.  Hofanaa  /anna,  to  tht  Mtfftah,  of  David’s  race  ;  fave  now,  vti 
btftfcb  the*)  Q  Lord)  (Pfal.  cxviii.  2f,  26.) :  We  fing 
that  eoraeth  in  the  Aefe  honours  to  our  bar  tour  and  our  King,  the  bent 


tuniepf  (helped, 
Hofinu  la  the 
l.igfceft. 


ta  And  when 
he  war  come  imo 
-Jeniukm,  all  the 
<dty  war  moved, 
laying,  Who  it 
this  ? 


of  God,  who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  to  blefs 
us :  May  all  profperiry  attend  him  and  his  kingdom  in 
the  higheft  degree;  may  his  throne  be  exalted  above  e* 
very  other  throne ;  may  be  be  extolled  in  our  higheft 
praifes ;  may  the  holy  ungels  join  their  fongs  with  ours ; 
and  may  all  poflible  bleffings  and  glory  defeend  qmn 
him,  and  upop  us  through  . him;  may  he  hlefs  us  fioni 
pn  high  1 1 . 

iO  And  when  he  came  into  Jerafahe^  amidft  tlefc 
throngs  and  loud  acclamations,  and  other  demoniVa* 
tians  of  joy,  die  whole  city  was  ftrangely  afie&d, 
fame  with  wonder,  others  with  envy,  others  with  an* 
tempt,  and  othen  with  ccftaiy;  and  the  common  it* 
quiry  among  them  was.  Who  is  this,  that  is  thus  cri<d 


N  O  r 

fuppofc  that  the  particle  vet  fig* 

jiific*,  ts  \*  often  does,  fw,  or,  to  vi/t  with 
refpi/t  ro  tht  cult  pr  foal  of  an  afs,  and  that 
MfiffiitT-  ht-rr  put  the  plural  for  the  lingular, 
hy  *i  figure  tilled  CuaKwc  *f  mmfar,  u  ii  is 
nted in  viii,  4.  m3  ux,  15.;  and  com¬ 
pare  Jflin  xU.  19*  with  xxvii,  49  t 

Or  efic  we  may  ftpptfc  the  people  fpread 
their  tloath*,  bo:h  on  the  afst  anti  her  coJt, 
Cor  Jefu*  to  take  his  choice ;  and  then  fet 
him  upon  the w,  meaning  the  which 

they  had  tpread  upon  the  colt;  or  that  they 
firfl  ftt  him  on  the  af?,  and  immediately  af¬ 
terward*  on  her  foal*  Jrius  ehufingto  ride 
Upon  the  foak  Vii.  lit  7^  xii.  14, 

?  Perhaps  they  hung  theta*  Ukewiie  on  the 
ges  and  lionfes,  to  adorn  the  paflage,  and 
enoreft  thrir  joy- 

t  Our  L"rd  1  eft  raped  all  public  tokens  of 
honour  from  the  people  till  now,  that  he 
jnlght  opt  ftir  up  the  cuvy  of  his  enemies* 


1  ¥  s. 

nor  interrupt  theconrfe  of  his  preaching,  Is 
for?  bis  time ;  hut  thefb  reafbos  now  cdfinj, 
he  fuflered  thefe  bud  acclamation*  of  th 
id  attitude,  that  they  might  lx  a  ft  rang  ant 
puh(ic  teJEmony  a  gain  ft  their  wtchedn  cfs, 
who,  fa  four  or  fitfe  days  afterwards,  would 
cry  wt,  tntcify  ii*. 

|  Though  the  caprcfliims  Trended  here, 
and  in  M^rf  xi,  y*  10*  Lnh  sn>  jt, 
and  7™  xii*  13.  are  fomewhat  dltferciu; 
yet  tfiey  m  all  of  a  fort ;  and  it  is  e^fy  to 
apprehend,  that  in  fo  great  a  multitude  all 
chefe  fiwms  of  congratulaikm  uttc  vied  by 
fouae  or  others  of  them*  ffafinw 1  is  com¬ 
pounded  of  tbtlUfrm*  verb  jryn,  'vbkh 
fignifies  /w,  and  of  the  pattide  to,  T*hich 
is  a  note  of  immiy ;  and  the  pcopln  ufing 
it  may  intimate  their  praying  for  ftlvatioo 
lo  themlMve*  by  th<  MeAlib,  t*  wdt  as  for 
profyenty  Ilkr, 


Ch.  set.  The  Evangefi/I  Matthew  paraphrafed.  1 55 

up,  and  makes  fuch  a.fotemn  appearance  amongfl  us? 
Muhiradc^feid*  ii  And  the  multitudes  that  attended  him  told  them, 
Thiflij  jefu*  (hi  This  is  that  great  prophet-,  who  is  commonly  known  by 
prnpStt  of  Nara-  the  name  of  Jefus  of  Nazar etht  of  Galilee ;  and  whole 
rah  of  Galilee,  do&rine,  and  wonderful  works  to  conform  it,  have  been 
lb  famous  in  Ifrael, 

»  Ami  Jefu*  12  Then  Jefus  went,  not  like  a  temporal  prince  to 
''u-  of'otd'  "anil  l^e  Pa^ce>  but  like  the  Lord  of  the  temple  to  his  own 
aft  oat  all  tan  houfe,  to  exercife  his  authority  there ;  (fee  the  note  on 
that  fidd  and  Mark  xi.  1 5.):  And  when  nc  came  to  the  outward 
tem^tland  orct>  court»  to  court  of  the  Gentiles,  he  found  a  great  nu;n- 
thiew  dw  tiihks  her  of  traders;  fame  paying  off  bills  of  return  from  di- 
of  the  money,  ftant  countries  fur  money  to  buy  facrificcs,  and  changing 
forci8n  moncy  int<>  half-fheltels,  which  every  one  pf 
£di  do vo,  twenty  years  old  and  upwards  was  to  give  as  an  offer3 
ing  to  the  Lord,  (Exod.  xxx.  13,  14.)$  and  he  found 
others  huying  and  felling  doves  and  cattle  for  facriiices, 
under  a  pretence  of  its  fubfervience  to  ihndtuary-work, 
and  of  convenience  to  thofe  that  came  from  far,  and 
could  not  eifily  bring  fuch  things  along  with  them : 
But  when  he  faw  that  this  traffic,  which  ought,  and  for. 
merly  ufed,  to  be  carried  on  in  the  markets  of  JeruJa • 
lent,  was  introduced,  by  the  avarice  of  the  priefts,  into 
the  place  which  was  con  fee  rated  to  the  im  mediate  fervice 
of  God,  and  that  it  was  managed  with  extortion,  he  threw 
down,  the  flails  of  the  money-changers,  and  of  the  fellers 
of  doves,  and  the  like,  and  turned  them  all  our,  faying, 
rj  And  fiid  .  1 3  This  place  was  defigned,  not  for  a  market,  hut 

unto  thcw.^M»  for  tbe  religious  ufe  of  Gr/i/j/r-profelytes,  (who  might 
fhJJ  beotLl  the  noc  be  admitted  into  the  inner  court  of  the  temple  to 
houtc  of  prayer;  worfhip  and  offer  up  their  prayers  to  the  God  of  Jfrae},) 
*ut Jl* according  as  it  is  written,  ( ifd.  ivi.  7.)  My  houfe  flail 
a  <  o  itves.  ^  palled  att  houfe  of  prayer  to  all  people,  or  nations :  But 

ye  have  horribly  perverted  its  ufe,  and  profaned  it,  by 
your  covetous  merchandice ;  ye  have  thereby  robbed 
God  of  his  honour,  and  made  an  unlawful  gain  of  the 
people,  which  is  no  better  than  theft ;  and  fo,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  ancient  complaint  of  the  prophet,  ifjer.  vii. 
11.)  ye  have  turned  it  Into  a  den  or  receptacle  of 
thieves.  And  fuch  was  the  divine  imjcfty  am)  autho¬ 
rity  of  his  behaviour  on  this  occaGon,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  intereft  of  the  priefls  among  the  people, 
and  all  the  gain  which  many  had  by  this  merchandice, 
■  their  fpirits  were  lb  over-awed  that  none  dared  to  op- 
pofe  him. 

And  die  14  When  the  market-people  were  gone  out,  Jefus 
blindand rhelame  faying  hehind  in  the  court  of  the  temple,  fuch  as  were 
th*  eiemrfe1BanS  blind  and  lame  came  to  him  thither  j  and  be  honoured 
h*  .  to 
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b*  healed  thro.  rhe  holy  place,  and  fupported  his  own  chara<£er,  by  ex¬ 
erting  the  fame  authority  to  heal  them,  by  which  he 
had  purged  his  houfe,  and  banilhed  the  buyers  and  fel¬ 
lers  out  of  it. 


If  And  when 
the  chief  prietta 
*nd  feribe*  hv 
the  wonderful 
things  th  at  hedid, 
and  (be  children 
crying  in  tbc 
temple,  and  fay* 
ingt  Hofaima  to 
the  Sonof  JJavid^ 
they  were  lore 
dUpk  albd, 

id  And  Aid 
unto  himv  Hear* 
eft  thou  what 
fthde  f*y  ?  And 
JcfiH  faUh  unto 
them,  Tea:  have 
ye  never  md,  Out 
of  the  mouth  of 
babes  and  luck- 
ling*  thou  haft 
perfected  praile  I 


17  And  he  left 
them,  and  went 
out  of  the  city  in¬ 
to  Bethany  ;  and 
he  lodged  then. 


10  How  in  the 
morning  as  he  re¬ 
turned  into  the 
city,  be  hunger¬ 
ed* 

ip  And  when 
be  law  a  fig-tree 
In  the  way,  he 
came  to  it,  and 
found  nothing 
thereon  ,  hut 
leaves  only,  and 
Aid  unto  it,  I*et 
no  fruit  grow  on 
thee  he  net  for  * 
ward  for  ever* 


r  5  At  this  time  there  were  children  in  the  temple  f; 
and  even  thde,  feeing  with  what  majefty  Chrift  had  0* 
ver-awed  the  traders,  and  cured  the  lame  and  blind, 
joined  their  joyful  acclamations  with  the  multitude, 
crying.  All  hail !  Hofanna  to  the  Meffiah  of  the  houfe 
of  David :  But  when  the  chief  prielts  and  doftors  of  the 
law  faw  the  glorious  wonders  he  performed,  and  heard 
the  very  children  admiring  and  applauding  him,  they 
were  filled  with  indignation  and  envy,  inftcad  of  taking 
conviction  by  it  and  bearing  a  part  in  their  fong. 

16  And  they  faid  to  him.  Do  you  hear  what  tbefe 
Glly  children  (ay  ?  Surely  you  will  not  fuffer  fucb  fool- 
ifh  creatures  as  thefe,  who  underhand  nothing,  to  make 
fuch  a  noife  in  crying  you  up.  Jefus  anfwered.  Yes, 
I  bear  them  ;  and  they  ought  not  to  be  rebuked  for 
proclaiming  mine  and  my  Father's  praifes,  which,  thro* 
envy,  ye  deny  us:  And  ye  yourfelves  might  eafily  per¬ 
ceive,  that  God  has  ftirred  up  thefe  weak  inftniments 
to  own  me  as  the  Meffiah,  were  ye  but  to  read,  and 
duely  confider,  that  the  feripture  (ays,  (P/ah  viii.  a.) 
Out  0 f  the  mouth  of  babes'  and  J ucklings  thou  haft  or¬ 
dained  Jtrengtb  :  He  hereby  makes  his  tfrength  perfeft 
in  their  weaknefs,  and  advances  bis  own  praife  to  the 
confufion  of  thofe  that  envy  and  rejedk  me. 

17  Then  leaving  them  to  refleft  upon  all  that  had 
palled,  he  withdrew  from  theft  rage  and  fury  on  one 
hand,  and  from  the  acclamations  of  the  people  on  the 
other ;  and  went  out  of  the  city  in  the  evening,  with 
his  twelve  difciples,  (Mark  xi.  it.)  as  far  as  Betbanyt 
which  was  near  two  miles  from  Jerufalemy  (John  xi. 
18.)  and  there  he  lodged  that  night. 

18  But  the  next  morning  he  returned  to  Jerufalem 
on  his  Father's  bufinefs,  though  he  knew  the  rage  and 
malice  of  bis  enemies  there  again  ft  him  \  and,  as  he 
was  going  in  the  way,  he  being  truly  a  man,  and  having 
had  but  little  refreshment  at  his  lodging,  was  hungry. 

19  And  obferving  a  fig-tree  at  a  didance,  (Mark  xi. 
13.)  as  he  palTed  along,  he  went  up  to  it}  and  findiug 
that  it  had  nothing  but  leaves,  pronounced  a  curfe  upon 
it,  in  the  hearing  of  his  difciples,  faying.  As  thou  art 
barren  now,  fo  thou  never  (halt  bear  fruit  again $  there¬ 
by  intimating  to  the  difciples,  in  an  emblematical  man- 


And  ner, 

NOTE. 

■f  W  m*y  foppofc  they  were  playing  there  while  the  prieftj  made  a  market-place  of  it  \ 
V  rather  verc  brought  by  their  parents  to  wotiUp  there. 
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And  prcfeniiyihe  ner,  that  the  JrwiJh  nation,  and  hyjx)  critical  formal 
withtrcd  pj-ofeflgrtj  who  bring  forth  no  fruits  of  righteoufnefs, 
ivvf'  which,  fay  their  pvofdlion,  pretences  and  advantages) 

might  he  expeded  from  them,  ftiould  certainly  and  lud- 
denly  be  deftroyed.  Accordingly  the  fig-  tree  immedi¬ 
ately  withered  away,  though  the  dilciples  did  not  jult 
then  take  notice  of  it. 

And  when  lo  But  the  next  morning,  as  theywere  palling  that 
the  diiciplss  fr*  way,  they  fa w,  and  observed  with  wonder,  that  this  (ig- 
t 'a  *  r^[ing  tree  was  withered  and  dried  up  from  the  roots :  (Mark 
rood  i*  the  fig-  si.  20.}  And  they  laid.  How  amazing  is  it  that  this  tree 
uw  wilheicd  »-  is  fo  foon  quite  dead  ! 

”»!  jefu*  an-  21  To  this  Jefus  anfwering  faid.  As  wonderful  and 

Avered  and  faid  extraordinary  as  this  may  teem  to  you,  1  afliiredly  tell 

unw  them,. Vni-  y0U  that  if  ye  have  but  a  ftedfaft  unwavering  faith 

far  J  6y  unto  you,  *  ,  1  ,  .  _ ?r  c 

if  ye  ha«  faith  and  dependence  upon  me  and  upon  the  prmnifcs  of 

and  doubt  not,  ye  God,  ye  (hall  be  enabled  to  do,  not  only  things  as 
Ihall  nw  only  do  »reat  and  furprifing  as  this  which  I  have  done  to  the 
the  An-treu;  ng-tree,  but  to  perform  what  is  as  much  greater  a  won- 
tmt  »I&  "if  r«  der,  as  it  would  be  for.  you  to  command  this  mount  of 
{lull  fiy  «dk>  onVes-  or  any  other  mountain,  to  be  plucked  up  by  the 
thou  removed .  toots,  and  thrown  into  the  tea ;  even  things  as  great  as 
and  iw  ilwu  «fl  this  ihall  be  done  according  to  your  word. 

",l?L  **,  {u>  11  22  Yea,  whatfoever  ye  mail  ait  with  importunity  in 

And  ill  prayer,  and  with  an  qnlhakcn  faith  in  my  name,  ac- 
thines whatfitver  cording  to  the  will  of  God,  for  his  glory,  and  the  con* 
ye.  liull  alk  in  £rmanon  of  my  gofpel ;  however  diflicult  and  unlikely 
re  flail  restive.  «  may  appear,  your  pettttou  Jhall  be  granted. 

*3  And  when  2j  Jefus  then  went  to  the  temple,  and  as  he  was 
^^KitTle*  *"h*  P^^hing  there,  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the  peo- 
chfcf  pticits  and  pie,  who  were  members  of  the  great  faiihedrim,  or 
the  elders  of  the  higheft  court  of  judicature  among  the  Jrwt>  came  to 
people  time  on-  n<j  ;nf0]ently  demanded  of  him,  laying.  By  what 

tti*hiiig,»Ddfud,  authority  have  you  taken  upon  yourfalf  to  enter  into  jc~ 
By  whu  authori-  xufalem  in  a  public  triumphant  manner  ;  to  fpirit  up 
twlT^Mdvho  huaza’s  of  the  multitude;  to  turn  the  buyers  and 
give’ih'w  tbi/iu-  fellers,  out  of  the  temple,  and  overthrow  their  (eats,  and 
thorny?  preach  there  day  after  day  to  the  people,  as  if  you  were 

lome  great  perfon  ?  Fray  who  gave  you  a  commiflion  to 
do  all  thefe  things?  Have  you  this  authority  from  God, 
or  ichan  ? 

t4  And  Je<in  ■  24  Jefus  knowing  their  obftinacy,  and  their  malici- 
witoVlvH^'^o  ous  enfrtaring  delign  in  this  demand  ;  inftcad  of  re- 
will  a  Ik  you  one,  turning  a  direct  anfwer,  wifely  replied  by  putting  a  no¬ 
thing,  which  if  ther  queftion  to  them,  which  he  knew  would  confound 
iitcwli^vin uU  th00*  and  filence  their  cavils  againft  him,  faying,  I 
you  aUb  will  alk  you  a  quelKon,  which  if  you  will  be  f j 
good  as  to  rcfolre,  l  will  tell  you,  even  from  your  own 

words. 


i$6 

you  by' what  an¬ 
chor  sty  I  do  thtft 
lhir.£*. 

ts  The  lup- 
llfm  of  Jnltit  * 
whence  was  ir  * 
fjurti  hc.ivun,  or 
of  '  men  i  A>.d 
they  nrjfi'ncd 
with  irrmftWrs, 
fayinp^if  wtthil 
fay,  Fi  hta- 
vtn;  he  '“HI  fay 
Wninn*vV/hydid 
ye  noi  then  be¬ 
lieve  him  ? 

10  Bui  if  we 
IbaBfay,  Of  mew; 
tfc  f«r  ibe  peo¬ 
ple;  for  all  hold 
John  at  a  pro- 
I Aet, 


ay  And  they 
anfwtred  j«fut  , 
and  Gud,  We  can- 
ikm  tclU  And  he 
fiid  unto  there, 
Ndiher  idt  l  you 
l>y  what  authori¬ 
ty  I  do  thefe 
thing*. 


i8  But  what 
rhitih  yc  ?  A  cer¬ 
tain  man  had  two 
fojis  ;  and  he 
came  to  the  firft, 
and  faid,  Son,  lap 
w-ork  to-day  in 
my  vineyard. 

*9  Heanfrer- 
<d  and  faid,  \  will 
nots  but  after¬ 
ward  he  repented) 
ind  *cru. 

jo  And  he 
ramc  to  the  fe¬ 
cund,  and  feid 
like  w  ife.  And  he 
aufwcrtd  und  laid, 

fgot  Gr,  andwnt 

nor. 

31  Whcthcrof 
them  twain  did 
the  will  of  hii  fa¬ 
ther?  They  fay 
nnti* 
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words,  hy  whole  commiflion  I  do  thefe  things.  What 
I  would  alk  you  is  this : 

25,  76.  When  Join  tie  Baptijb  preached  and  bap* 
tized,  from  whence  had  he  his  warrant?  Was  he  fent 
of  God  ,  or  did  he  come  of-  his  own  head,  or  by  the 
authority  of  any  man?  rfhe  chief  pr  lefts  and  ciders, 
confidering  with  themfelves,  that  if  they  ftiould  fay. 
He  a ‘.fed  therein  hy  a  com  million  from  God,  Jefus 
would  immediately  reply.  Why  then  did  ye  not  believe 
the  teftimony  he  gave  concerning  me  as  the  Meffiah  ? 
and  fo  they  lhould  be  confounded:  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  confidering  that  if  they  ftiould  fay,  Join  came  of 
his  own  head,  or  had  bis  commiffion  from  man,  they 
ftiould  provoke  all  the  people  to  rife  up  in  a  rage  againit 
them,  and  even  to  Aone  them,  {Luke  xx.  6.) ;  for  they 
were  univerfally  perfuaded,  that  Join  was  a  prophet 
fent  from  God :  Thefe  men  therefore,  reflecting  in  this 
manner,  were  afraid  to  return  a  direCt  aofwer  one  way 
or  other. 

27  And  fo  they  chofe,  for  once,  to  pretend  ignorance ; 
and  replied,  even  contrary  to  the  convictions  of  their 
own  confciences,  We  do  not  know  from  whence  he 
received  his  com  million.  Thereupon  Jefus  laid  to  them. 
Since  ye  decline  ahfwering  fo  fair  and  eafy  a  qudtion 
as  this,  ye  cannot  reafonably  expert  that  I  lhould  tell 
you  from  whence  I  have  my  authority.-  And  to  what 
purpofe  ftiould  I  declare  it  to  you  ?  For  if  ye  are  fo  per* 
verfe,  as  either  not  to  believe,  or_not  to  own,  that  Join 
was  fent  from  God  ;  ye  would  rather  he  provoked,  than 
convinced,  by  the  plaineft  aflertions  I  could  lay  down 
of  my  own  divine  authority.  - 

28,  29,  &  30.  Chrift  having  thus  thoroughly  lilenced 
the  chief  priefts  and  elders,  without  giving  them  any 
advantage  agaiuft  himfelf,  proceeded  to  reprefetit,  by 
two  parables,  how  God  would  reje£t  them  and  the 
Jevsijb  nation  for  their  impenitence  and  unbelief,  not* 
withftandihg  all  their  pretences  to  religion,  and  would 
receive  the  believing  penitent  Gentiles  in  their  Head, 
faying.  What  think  ye  of  this  parable?  A  certain  man 
had  two  ions,  and  he  commanded  them  both  to  go  and 
work  a  day  iu  his  vineyard:  The  firit  peremptorily  re¬ 
futed,  faying,  1  will  not  go  and  work ;  but  afterwards 
he  repented,  and  went :  And  the  other  Teemed  very 
forward,  by  making  fair  promifes  of  ready  obedience  ; 
but  did  not  perform  them. 

31  Now,  though  both  of  thefe  were  to  blame  ;  yet 
which  of  the  two  do  yc  think  moft  acceptable  to  his  Fa¬ 
ther?  They  anfwered,  as  common  fenfe  would  di£hte. 
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un»  him,  He  that  faid  he  would  not  go,  but  afterwards  repented 
thUm*  Veri-  wcnt'  M®8  replied.  This  is  the  very  cafe  between 
!y  [ftyontojou,  you,  who  make  high  pretences  to  obedience,  and  the 
ti-it  thepuUiaw  very  worft  of  tinners,  who  profeffcdlv  declare  again  ft  it : 
ii'i'w  the  kingdom  tbey  aiMl  y°®  have  one  common  Father,  even  the 
«r  God  betas  Creator,  of  all,  who  has  a  right  to  every  one’s  obediences 
J00-  and  they  are  like  the  firft  fan,  while  ye  are  like  the  fe- 

cond:  For  I.aflurcdiy  tell  you,  that  pliblicans  and  har¬ 
lots,  and  Gnners  of  tne  CtntiUi,  who  did  not  pretend  to 
any  religion,  are  former  brought  to  a  conviction  of  their 
On  and  danger,  and  to  faith  In  me,  and  (hall  footer 
find  acceptance  with  Cod  according  to  the  grace  of  the 
gofpd,  than  .you,  who  make  fair  profefltons  of  duty, 
and  yet  continue  in  impenitence  and  unbelief. 

3»  Far  Join  32  For  John  the  £aptijit  by  his  life  and  do&rine, 
the'wiy'o^rTg™  proved  himfclf  to  be  a  propher  lent  fipm  God :  He  came 
Kvufocfs,  ud  Te  to  you,  like  ope  of  that  character,  leading  a  holy,  feri- 
believed  him  not;  OUfi  and  unbhuneablc  life,  and  calling  you  to  repentance 
*nd  tiJc  ha"-  an<l  *n  me>  M  the  Meffiah,  for  the  reiniflion  of 
l  itsbdievnt  liim.  your  fins;  and  yet  ye,  who  pretend  to  abundance  of 
And  ye,  when  ye  regard  to  God,  and  to  whom  John  was  properly  fcnt, 
jenccd^  star-  did  oot  believe  what  he  laid  concerning  me :  But  the 
ward ,  Out  y«  publicans  and  harlots,  the  worft  of  finners,  whom  ye 
rustic  ktlieix  ^  with  the  heathen }  yea,  CentiUs  themfelves,  fuch 
as  the  Raman  fbldiers  j  confclTcd  their  fins,  and  belie¬ 
ved  what  he  preached  concerning  me :  And  even  when 
ye  faw  how  his  tniniftry  wrought  upon  them,  their  ex¬ 
ample  had  no  good  effbft  upon  you  }  but  ftill  ye  perfifted 
in  rqe£tfng  uie, 

jj  Hew  “»•  X>et  me  give  you  another  parable  of  the  fame  im- 

There  was  a  <n-  port.  M  A  certain  mailer  of  a  family  planted  a  vine- 
uin  boflfehokkr  yard,  hedged  it  in,  and  dug  a  trench  for  a  wine*prefe  ; 

he  like  wife  built  a  tower  for  the  viue'drefiers  to  dwell 
ked^l  it  nmitd  in,  and  to  watch  the  vineyard ;  and,  letting  it  out  to 
abuse,  mA  dig-  hulbandmen,  travelled  into  -a  far  country — So  God 
*  a^d^bSt*  -foftttcrljr  planted  his  church  among  the  Jews,  furnifli- 
let  k  ing  it  with  every  thing  neceflary  for  its  fruitfuloefs,  or- 
•«-»-  hufrad-  nament,  add  defence  :  He  cncompaJTed  it  about  with 
his  fioecial  care  and  proteftion  %  honoured  it  with  his 
try,  prefpnce  and  promtfcs,  and  with  the  covenant  of  cir- 

cumctfion}  and  there  .he  let  up  the  altar  of  burnt- offer¬ 
ings,  to  which  all  the  facrificcs  were  to  be  brought ; 
and  inflatuted  ordinances,  in  which  the  overfeers  of  the 


church  were  to  be  converfant  and  watch  over  it ;  and 
then,  committing  the  management  of  it  to  the  chief 
priefts,  elders,  and  rulers,  he  withdrew  his  extraordi¬ 
nary  vifihle  appearances  from  them,  leaving  them  pto- 
mifes  cf  . returning,  after  a  while,  to  bellow  better  blef- 

fings 


I53 


34  And  wLen 
the  tiirc  of  the 
ttuh  diew  tier, 
he  Artit  bis  fer- 
wtt*  r«  ibe  huf* 
buvlmrti  ,  thif 
they  mi^ht  re¬ 
ceive  Uie  frnlu  of 

It. 


jfc  And  tbe 
bulbaikd  men  took 
Im  remnt^  and 
beat  one,  and  kill¬ 
ed  another,  ami 
ftooed  another. 


Areipt  lie 

frnt  iwfvtr  fev  - 
Tams,  moff  fhjn 
ihr  fiHV :  unt!  t  hty 
did  un*o  them 
likevifc. 


17  Bo»  laft  of 
aJi  he  fern  onto 
them  his  fbn,  fay- 
in^  They  will 
Kveitnee  my  fop. 


|B  But  when 
the  hulhandmen 
law  ihtlDG,  they 
fWJ  omontf'f  tiem- 
fclvest  This  is  the 
heir;  come  Ictus 
kilt  him,  and  let 
ns  Cdtx  on  hi&in- 
hrriuacc* 

39  And  they 
caught  Aim,  and 
tail  him  on  i  of 
the 
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fings  upon  them. 

34  “  And  when  the  feafon  for  the  vinc-harvefl:  was 
come.  The  owner  of  tbe  vineyard  font  bis  forvants  to 
the  httfbandmfcn,  to  receive  its  fruits,  and  to  help  to 
gather  them  in  — So  when  in  reafon  it  might. be  ex¬ 
pected  that  God's  people  the  Jtv/j  fliould  bring-  forth 
fruits  of  rightcoufnefs,  according  to  the  advantageous 
means  they  enjoyed,  be  font  his  prophets  of  tbe  Old 
Tefhmcnt  to  remind  them  of  their  duty,  to  direct  them 
in  if,  and  encourage  them  to  ft.  * 

35  M  Cut,  inftead  of  the  hulbandtnens  attending  to 
their  duty,  they  abuled  tRc  Tenants  their  mailer  had 
font  to  them,  heating  fome,  and  killing  others — So 
the  rulers  of  I/raei  peifecuted  the:  meflengers  which 
God  fent  to  them :  They  beat  Jeremiah,  (jer.  xx.  a.) ; 
killed  many  of  the  other  prophets,  [Neb,  ix.  26.)  ;  and 
ftoned  Zechariah ,  the  fon  of  Jeboioda,  (2  Chr.xxiv.  21.) 

36  **  Again,  the  mailer -font  Hill  more  forvants; 
and  ihe  huibandmeri  dealt  ae  injuri'oufly  with  them  as 
with  the  former — Sq  God  continued  to  fend  his  pro¬ 
phets,  time  after  time,  to  the  J'evtt,  with  further  ad¬ 
ditions  of  light  and  admonitions,  to  recover  and  reform 
them;  and  they  reviled,  abufed,  and  flew  thcmallb. 

37  “  At  laft,  he  fent  his  own  fon,  reafonably  flip* 
poling  that  they,  mull  needs  pay  a  high  regard  to  him — 
So  God,  after  the  Jews  and  their  rulers  had  from  age 
to  age  flighted,  opprefled,  and  killed  his  prophets  down 
to  John  the  Haptifi,  font  his  only  begotten  Son  to  them, 
as  the  laft  expedient  for  reclaimingand  recovering  them, 
that  they  might  bring  forth  fruit  to'  him  ;  and  it*  was 
reafonably  to  be  expeded,  that,  however  they  had  dealt 
with  his  forvants,  they  fliould  fay  rhe  highcll  honour 
and  obedience  to  bis  own  Son,  who  came  with  greater 
authority  and  right  in  himfolf,  and  with  the  clearell  at- 
teftations  of  it  by  the  miracles  he  Wrought,  to  demand 
their  fubjc£lk>n  to  him. 

38,  39.  “  But  when  the  hulbandmen  fnw -their  ma¬ 
tter’s  Ton  and  heir,  they  thought,  that,  if  they  fliould 
but  kill  him,  the  inheritance  would  be  their  own,  with¬ 
out  any  more  difturbance,  for  ever  f  and  therefore,  con¬ 
futing  together,  they  feized  and  call  him  out  of  the- 
vineyard,  and  flew  him  — So  when  tbe  Son  of  God 
appeared  among  the  chief  priefta  and  rulers,  and  they 
faw  with  what  authority  he  fpake  and  ailed,  what  mi¬ 
racles  he  wrought,  and  how  the  people  cried  him  up ; 
they,  in  Head  of  receiving  him;  and  encouraging  others 
to  believe  in  him,  were  Ailed  with  envy  ngainft  him  ; 
and  thinking,  that,  if  they  could  but  get  rid  of  him, 

their 
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the  vinefitd)  Uhl 
fie*  km. 


40  When  the 
Lord  thftcfoicof 

the  viueynd  CO* 

mah,  «tl*i  will 
he  do  unto  (but 
hufbandoKa? 


4t  They  Ay 
unto  him,  Hcwill 
nifinblv  deftroy 
thcdewicfcediKit, 
end  will  let  out 
iil  viJJcy;ird  onto 
etber  halbipd- 
mca,  which  dull 
render  hhn  the 
fwiiti  in  char  tci- 
foli*. 


41  Jefus  faith 
nntothcm,Didte 

never  reed  in  tne 
icriptum.  The 
dime  which  the 
builder,  rejefitd, 
the  hat  u  be¬ 
come  the  head  of 
the  comer :  (hi* 
is  the  Lord's  do¬ 
ing, _ and  it  is 

marvelled*  iacnir 
eyes  ? 


4}  Therefore 
£y  1  unto  you, 
The 


their  own  authority  would  be  eftablifhed  without  eon- 
troul,  they  combine  .together,  and  rife  up  againft  him, 
to  call  him  out  of  the  church,  who  is  its  Foundation, 
and  the  Author  of  all  its  bJeffiogs ;  and  to  procure  his 
crucifixion  without  the  gates  of  JtrufaUm,  and  fo  fill 
up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquity. 

'  40  “  When  therefore  the  lord  of  the  vineyard  re¬ 
turns,  What  do  ve  think- he  will  do  to  thofe  wicked  huf- 
bandmen  f" -~In  like  manner,  when  the  rime  (hall 
come  for  God^o  execute  judgment,  What  is  reafonably 
to  be  expeded  that  he  will  do  to  fuch  perfecutors  aria 
murderers  of  his  prophets,  and  at  laft  of  his  own  Son  ? 

41  The  chief  priefts  and  elders,  not  onderlhmding 
ChrHt’s  meaning,  he  not  having  explained  it  to  them, 
readily  anfwered,  **  The  mailer,  no  doubt,  will,  utter* 
ly  deftroy  thofe  wicked  bulbandinen  -without  mercy, 
and  commit  the  care  of  his  vineyard  to  others  that  will 
be  more  faithful  to  their  trull  And  fo  they  unawares 
paired  judgment  againil  themfelves,  that  it  would  he  a 
righteous  thing  with  God  utterly  to  deftroy  them,  and 
all  the  ceje&ers  of  the  Meffiab  among  them  j  and  to  call 
the  GentUts  into  his  church,  who  fhould  believe  in  him, 
and  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God.  But  though  they  thus 
gave  fentcnce  in  general  Sgainft  thefe  hufbandmen;  yet 
as  foon  as  they  found  the'  parable  was  fpoken  againft 
themfelves,  they  f&id,  Far  he  it  from  us  that  we  fhould 
be  guilty  of  lb  horrible  a  crime,  as  that  of  putting  the 
real  MeQiah  to  death,  which  defervea  fo  fevere  a  punifh- 
ment,  (Luke  xx.  t6,  19.) 

42  Then  jefus  laid  to  them.  Nay,  thus  it  certainly 
will  be ;  for  have  you  never  obferved  that  the  feripture 
fays,  Tie  Stone  wbicb  the  builders  refujed,  is  become  the 
head-Stone  qf  the  corner  ?  (Ffal.  cxviii.  22.)  r.  e.  The 
Mefliah,  who  was  rejefted  by  the  Jews,  and  particu¬ 
larly  by  their  chief  priefts  and  rulers,  that  had  the  care 
and  government  of  the  church  in  their  hands,  is  be¬ 
come  its  foundation,  and  its  principal  comer-ftonc  for 
uniting  the  Gentiles  to  it,  in  like  manner  as  the  chief 
comef- Aone  of  an  houfe  fupports  and  links  together  its 
two  fid« :  And  all  thia  is  appointed,  over- ruled,  and 
ordered  of  God,  for' the  vindication  of  his  own  honour, 
the  confulion  of  his  enemies,  and  the  lalvation  of  his 
people,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  wonderfully  glorious  in 
itfelf  and  in  .the  account  of  all  thofe  that  believe. 

43.  Therefore  I  allure  you,  that  for  your  ohftinacy 
and  unbelief,  the  gofpel  and  all  its  blcflirgs  fliall  he 
taken  away  from  you,  fo  that  ye  ftiall  be  no  longer  the 
peculiar  people  of  God  3  and  he  will  feud  it  to  the  Gen* 
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^DEa“"  of  tiles,  and  take  them  into  his  covenant*  who  Hull  give 
Ixufroui  yoo.aod  *E  better  entertainment,  aud  bring  forth  fir  nits  of  righ- 
^ven  »  *  natum  teoufnefe  to  bis  praife  amf  glory,  ., 
briiigisigfijtih  tte  44  And  wholbevftr  ftiall,  through  igiionnge  and  pre* 

44  An^wbo-'  jodice,  be  offended  at  the  pffeffinh,.o&  account  of  bis 

fcever  (hall  bll  ilate  of  humiliation*  fo  » 'ifos.  to  believe  in  him/ig  fijke 
t*  *b«  a  man  ^utQble6  and  falls*. or  Is  thrown  down  upon 

on  whomfoevcrfc  *  great  ftone,  to  the  endangering  of  his  life  :  But  who- 
lb.il  fall,  k  will  -foever  (hall  finally  rejeft  him,  and  obftlnately  fetdiim- 
^  wder  hUn  W  ^  againft  him,  in  his  Hate  of  exaltation,  is  like  a  naan 

*  who  pulls  a  heavy  ftone  upon  his  ’own  head,  or  f  on 

whom  it  is  caft,  which  will  crulh  him  to  pieces,  and 
miferably  delboy  him  without  prtnedy- 

45  And  wh«  4^  Now  when  the  chief  priefts  and  Pbarijitt  had 

heard  both  thfcfe  parables,  with  their  application  i  they 
ktfil  his  para-  plainly  faw,  that  they  were  tbe  perfons  againft  whom 
hl»,  then  pereei-  0ur  Lord,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  bid  dire&ed  them}  and 
ofth«m.  C  fl>ak*  that  he  had  brought  them  unawares  to  give  judgment 
againft  themfelvcs,  relating  to  their  gtiilt,  and  the  kb- 
.  geance  they  deferred. 

4<j  Byt  wten  4^  Uut,  indeed  of  falling  upder  a  humble  fenfe  of  it, 
Win'!  they  were  fo  .much  the  more  enraged  againft  him  1  and 
they  feared  the  would  have  been  glad,  at  that  very,  inuant,  to  have  laid 
o^e^ihev  mk  vi°lent  hands  upon  him  j.  only  they  were  reftnined  hy 
bi»efor!!  pre*  ?earsJ  that  tho;  people  would  t.ake.  nU  part  and  avenge 
jpber,  .  .  his  quarrel  •,  for  he,  efpecialiy  at  this  time,  ftood  high 

in  the  efteem  of  the  multitude*  .who  at  leaft  believed 
him  to  be  a  prophet  lent  frbm  God :  And  therefore  the 
chief  priefts  arid  Pbarifies  wavedLexecuting  their  mali¬ 
cious  defign  for  the  prefent,  till  they  might  meet  with 
a  fafer  opportunity  for  it. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


What  a  wonderful  conjundion  of  divine,  human,  and  office  characters,  do  we 
meet  with  in  Chrift!  Behold  the  God,  in  Ids  perfect  knowledge  before-hand  of 
every  miuifarcirbumftancoof  things,  add  of  the  freeft  aftfonsof  men;  in  bis  com¬ 
mand  over  their  minds,  and  adiug  like  the  Lord  of  his  temple,  to  reform  abides 
there,  and  that  without  refinance  from  thole  whole  authority,  inclinations,  and 
Interefts  lay  ftrongly  againft  it ;  aitd  in  his  healing  difeafes,  and  drying  up  the 
barren  fig-  tree  at  bis  pteafine!  Bebold  the  Mast,  in  his  being  hungry  1  And  behold 
the  MtjJiab,  in  bis  riding  on  the  aft's  colt,  amidft  die  loud  hofannas  of  the  peo¬ 
ple;  in  hie  opening  the  eye*  of  the  blind  ;  in  making  the  lame  to  walk;  and  in  his 
being  refuted  by  tbe  Jentijb  builders,  according  to  ancient  prophecies !  But 
oh  what  fort  of  Mcffiah  was  this :  how  kind  and'  good,  .how  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart  !  With  what  hamble  hate  did  be  appear,  like  one  whofe  kingdom  was  not 
.of  this  world,  and  whofc  prefent  humiliation  was  to  iflite  lu  a  glorious  exaltation ! 
and  yet.  how  different  were  peoples  thoughts  about  him  i  Some  readily  owned 
him  for  the  ffmour  of  IJrael;  whilft  others  did  not  kuow  what  to  make  of  hiRi, 
and  others  rejected  him.  And  how  different  was  the  treatment  be  met  with  I 

Some 


NOTE. 

+  Here  teems  to  be  an  alludon  to  iht  manner  of  the  Jtvs  (toning  to  death,  in  which  the 
jKTihn  vis  firfl  c,It  down  upon  a  gfcss.  fttm< ;  and  if  that  iiid  noi  <!i  (patch  him,  •  ??ry  bear 
V)'  utie  viiis  upwi  UU  juvalt. 
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Ibmr  admiring  and  applauding  btm;  whilft  others  were  Riled  with  envy  at  him* 
and  that  under  pretence  of  high  regards  to  Gc<L  Bat  alas!  what  arc  all  pretences 
to  religions  if  the  life  contradict  them  f  And  how  many  flat  denials  do  fame  give 
Chrift,  who  are  afterwards  eife&Lralty  wrought  tipon  by  his  grace  to  yield  thmfclveS 
up  to  him !  He  will  liaVeah  imereft  in  the  worlds  how  unworthily  foever  fame  may 
treat  him:  And  fruit  Audi  be  brought  forth  to  God,  though  his  gofpel  and  his 
grace  be  removed  from  one  people  to  another  to  produce  it.  O  how  afraid  fhoukl 
we  be  of  a  barren  proidEort,  or  of  AumbliOg  at  Ghrift,  and  rejVttihg  hiini  thro* 
unbelief,  left  we  be  rdpfted  by  him;  to  the  Infs  of  the  means  oF  grace,  and  to 
our  own  dreadful  perdition!  and  hcwdclirousfhould  wc  be  to  fay  and  do*  to 
profefr,  believe,  and  obey  his  call  in  the  gufptlJ 

ia=E^=i=lfesaa>ip=fc^..  ~ 


CHAP. 


XXII. 


Tht  parable  of  the  marriage  of  the  king* s  fan,  1^14.  Chrijl's  debater 
with  his  enemies  about  paying  tribute  to  Csefar,  1 5 <—22.  jlbout  the 
rejvrreflim,  23, — 33.  About  the  greateft  commandment  of  the  laroi, 
34,— *40.  And  about  the  Me  flab's  being  the  Son  of  David*  41, — 4  fo 

Tart.  PaAAPHH.  ASEi 

A.N«af*wi*  the  Pharifees  were  feeking  aft  Opportunity 

Ai(J  fpiK;  iiuLo  V*  to  lay  hands  upon  Chrift,  (chap.  xxi.  46.)  he,  as 


them  again  by  pa¬ 
rables,  and  Aid, 


anfweung  to  their  fccret  defigns,  proceeded  to  reprefent 
the  (late  of  the  gofpd-kingdom  by  way  of  fimilitude, 
faying, 

2  “  The  difpenfation  of  God*  in  the  gofpel -ftate,  id 
like  the  management  of  a  certain  king*  who  made  a 

uin*kk»gMwhSi  great  marriage-  fcaft  for  his  fon.”— sSo  God,  having 
B«te  ■  Barriage  feat  Ins  own  Son  into  the  world,  to  be  tbe  bridegroom 
of  the  churdi,  has  made  rich  provifions,  aftd  gracious 
invitations  in  the  gofpel,  to  encourage  Dm  tiers  to  accept 
of  him  ft  and  yield  themfelves  up  by  faith  to  him,  that 
they  may  partake  of  all  the  bleflings  of  falvation. 

3  **  And  when  the  feaft  was  ready,  the  king  fent 
his  fervants  to  call  them  without  delay  who  before  had 

_v  been  invited;  but  they  refufed  to  com c.”— So  God,  by 

the  wedding:  and  his  San,  lent  the  aporcles  and  rhe  feventy  to  preach  the 
the,  would  aot  gofpel,  with  propofalsof  falvation  to  his  peculiar  people 
the  Jews,  who  had  before  befcn  invited  to  embrace  the 
MelQah,  by  the  ancient  prophecies  of  him,  by  the  mi* 
niftry  of  John  the  daptift,  and  of  Chrift  himfelf  j  but 
the  greateft  part  of  them  would  not  come  to  him  that 
they  might  have  life :  And  thus  it  is  with  the  greateft 
number  of  tbofe  to  whom  the  gofyel  is  preaehed. 

4  M  After  this,  he  nCverthdds  fcrtt  out  other  fer- 


1  the  Un{- 

<Jom  of  heaved 
u  like  onto  t  OCT* 


fa  bit  1 


3  And  fcni 
forth  htf  femnu 
to  all  them  that 
hidden  to 


4  Again  hr 
fcnt  forth  other 

Tdlth^wlXK  vants  to  the  fame  people,  faying,  Tell  the  invited  gudh, 

aj<  bidden.  8c-  that  my  provifions  are  fully  prepared,  and  every  thing  is 

” jreii  mWiuner  tea^Y  for  a  kind  teceptiob  j  and  infill  Upon  their  coming 
par  mt  >uner:  yoL  ]#  f  L  hot? 

NOTE. 

f  Though  ti-i.'  pirzhle  primarily  ttTpcih  its  ’jt.  -1  and  C cs(;7n  /  yet  is  ia  Vppi!r»bu*  'o 
«h«S  iu  nil  ag^f* 


1 6z  17)6  Evangdlji  Matth  e  w  parapbrafed.  Ch.  xxti. 


fny  oxen  and  n? 
fadings  art  ki  li¬ 
ttle  an:l  alt  thing* 
4U  ready:  enw 
□tito  ihu  mar  - 
b  hgk 


j  But  they 
jna  !tr  of  ify 
ttid  wcut  Eiuir 
wnysT  vticto  hU 
farm,  ainKhrr  to 
hi*  mctch^miik: : 

6  A  od  1 1 v  t  em- 
nan  t  took  Ins  fir- 
vants,  antlintrw- 
lid  them  Jpiftiftil- 

J/', 


7  Botwli^tj  tfi* 
king  heard  time* 
cfj  he  jraswroth : 

i  he  fent  fori  h 
bii  and 

dtJtr^ytd  tiiejfc 
murderers  ,  and 
lurnt  up  tbc;r  ri- 

<y- 


Then-  /shh 
lcu>hisil'rvjnrs, 
T::e  wedding  is 
ready,  hat  they 
Vnich  vrcit  bid¬ 
den  were  not  wor¬ 
thy* 


now,  before  it  be  too  late/*—!11  like  manner,  God  fo 
ordered  it,  that  Chrift,  after  his  death,  refurre&ion, 
and  afeenfion  to  glory,  ftiould  renew  his  commifTion  to 
the  apoftles'and  other  difciplcs,  and  fend  them  forth, 
with  great  meafures  of  his  fpirit,  to  the  Jcwrs  again,  to 
allure  them,  that  the  work  of  redemption  is  fully  ac~ 
compHfhed,  that  a  difpeofation  of  grace  is  fet  up  in  all 
its  fuinefc  and  glory,  and  that  he  is  ready  to  receive  e- 
very  one  who  comes  to  God  by  him  ;  and,  with  tbefe 
encouragements,  to  repeat  their  free  and  fblemp  invita¬ 
tions  to  thofe  refuftTS  now,  at  laft,  to  accept  of  him 
with  all  h:s  benefits,  and  give  themfelves  up  in  a. mar¬ 
riage  covenant  to  him:  And  thus  God  gracioully  con- 
defeends  to  renew  the  minifterial  offer?  of  mercy  again 
and  again,  by  many  of  his  fervants,  to  them  that  lit 
under  the  gofpel. 

5,  6+  “  But  they  fttlf  flighted  the  kind  invitations, 
and  went  about  other  bulinefs ;  fome  to  manage  their 
farms,  and  others  their  trades;  and  fome  of  them  were 
fo  very  ungrateful  and  wicked,  that  they  reviled  and  a- 
bufed,  and  even  killed,  the  fervants  who  came  to  in¬ 
vite  them/1— So  the  Jewi  continued  to  defpife  the  gra¬ 
cious  errand  on  which  the  apoftles  and  other  mimfttrs 
were  fenf,  and  preferred  their  worldly  interefts  to  Chrift 
and  the  falvation  of  their  fouls  \  and  many  of  them  were 
fo  horribly  vile,  that  they  reproached  and  perfecuted  his 
fervants,  and  put  them  to  death: -And  thus  it  is  Hill 
with  many  to  whom  the  gofpel  is  fent. 

y  tE  But  upon  the  king*?  hearing  this,  he  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  enraged,  and  ordered  his  army  to  go  and  put 
thefe  ungrateful  murderers  of  his  mrilengers  to  the 
fword,  and  to  burn  their  city  down  to  the  ground.”— 
So,  God  being  highly  provoked  at  the  obflinate  infideli¬ 
ty  and  cruel  outrages  of  the  Jews  in  opposing  his  fer¬ 
vants  who  came  to  bring  tbc  tail  difpenfauon  of  his 
mercy  to  them,  itirred  up  the  Ramans  againlt  them; 
and,  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  providence,  fent  their 
army  to  deftroy  that  nation,  and  bum  up  Jemfatem : 
And  he  will  not  always  bear  with  other  rcfufeis  of 
Chrift,  and  implacable  enemies  of  his  fervants;  but 
will  one  day  execute  the  molt  dreadful  vengeance  upon 
them,  and  confume  them  with  unquenchable  fire. 

8  w  Then  the  king  fait!  to  his  fervants.  My  feaft  is 
ready  ;  but  the  guefts  that  were  invited  have  ftiewn  fuch 
contempt  as  renders  them  utterly  unworthy  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  it ;  therefore  they  (hall  be  fent  to  no  more/1 
—So  the  j£V)Sy  by  putting  away  Chrift  and  rhe  gofpel, 
judged  tliLmiUves,  and  God  judged  them  unworthy  of 

eternal 


Ch.  xxii. 


9  Co  y<  there* 
fore  into  the 
highways,  and  as 
nv.ny  ye  lhall 
fird,  hid  lo  Uic 
mania  ge- 


10  So  thofe 
ferviti**  went  ant 
tnm  the  fcjjfi  - 
ways,  and  gather¬ 
ed  together  ati  as 
many  as  they 
found,  both  baa 
and  good  ;  and 
the  wedding  was 
funuthed  with 
gueftt. 


it  And  when 
t he  king  came  to 
to  foe  uk  guclls, 
he  few  there  a 
man  which  had 
not  on  a  wedding 
garment ; 


11  Aodbefkhh 
unto  him, Friend, 
how  earned  thou 
m 


77*  EvangtTtJl  Matthew  parapbrafed.  16$ 
eternal  life ;  and  therefore  cut  them  off  from  bis  cove* 
nant,  and  made  no  further  tenders  of  his  grace  to  them : 
And,  in  like  manner,  he  will  deal  by  fuch  perfons  and 
nations  as  continue  to  pour  contempt  upon  the  means  of 
grace  which  he  fends  among  them. 

9  “  But  that  his  provisions  might  not  be  loft,  he  or* 
dered  bis  fervants  to  go  into  the  common  roads,  and 
invite  all  they  (bould  meet  with  in  their  way,  to  the 
wedding-feaft”-— So,  when  God  rcje£bed  the  Jews  for 
their  obftinate  and  continued  infidelity,  he  ordered  the 
apo files  to  turn  to  the  Gentiles :  In  like  manner,  he 
will  have  an  intcreft  in  the  world,  how  many  foeverthey 
be  that  defpife  and  rejeft  the  gofpel  j  and  he  externally 
calls  all  that  bear  it,  to  the  obedience  of  faith. 

to  **  The  fervants,  according  to  this  command,  went 
into  the  public  ways,  and  promifcuoully  invited  every 
one  they  met  with ;  and  by  this  means  a  great  number 
of  guefts  came  to  the  wedding-feaft.”— So  the  apolHes, 
according  to  their'  enlarged  commiffion,  went  and 
preached  the  gofpel,  without  diftiii£tion,  to  the  Gentiles , 
calling  rich  and  poor,  greater  and  Jeffcr  finners,  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  turn  from  idols  to 
ferve  the  living  and  true  God ;  and  multitudes  among 
them  renounced  their  former  idolatry,  and  were  recei¬ 
ved  into  the  Chriftian- church  j  fome  of  them  being  true 
converts,  and  others  but  temporary  believers  and  hypo¬ 
crites.  In  like  manner,  gofpel-minifters  publifh  its 
good  tidings  to  all  forts  of  finners ;  and  by  this  means 
many  are  brought  to  give  up  their  names  to  Chrift,  and 
his  church  j  fome  or  which  have  the  grace  of  God  in 
truth,  and  others  only  a  profeflion  of  it. 

n  u  And  upon  the  king's  coming  amongft  his 
guefts,  be  obferved  one  of  them  that  appeared  there 
without  f  a  drefe  fuitable  to  the  nuptial  folemnity.”— 
So  God  takes  an  cxa£t  notice  of  all  that  make  a  profef- 
fiori  of  Chrift's  name,  and  are  members  of  the  vifiblc 
church  $  no  hypocrites  can  conceal  themfelves  from 
him  $  but,  however  they  may  pafs  for  faints  among 
men,  he  fees  that  they  have  not  put  on  Chrift  by  faith, 
and  are  neither  adorned  with  bis  rtghteoufnefs  nor  bis 
image,  and  fo  have  no  right  to  partake  of  the  bleffinga 
of  his  kingdom.1 

12  **  Hereupon  the  king  expoftuiated  with  the  man, 
faying,  Friend,  how  durft  you  come  lb  unfuitably 

clo- 


N  O  T  B. 

f  The  VKd&Kg-garmcm  was  a  hater  fort  of  draft  than  was  rriHruriJy  worn ;  and  fuch  a 
garment,  it  frem*,  was  fo  iKceflary*  that  even  they  who  camt  npnn  an  iifwuion  were  not 
foiftred  to  idtc  of  ifcc  fcjiT,  or  codIiduc  with  d;c  giltlis,  without  li*  Set  lUinMud  Ai  the 
flue. 


f $4  fbe  EvangcTift  M  a  tth rw  par&phrafed.  Ch.  xxii. 


In  hither,  nni  lw- 
▼mj  a  wedding- 
Jprmenf  :  And 
htvtM  JpcvchU/s. 


fj  Then  (aid 
the  king  to  the 
iervanrs  f  Bind 
Jiim  hand  and 
foot,  and  take  him 

StVay^ndtjd^rti 
inro  outer  dark- 
fief?::  there  fliuli 
be  Mi  reping  and 
£n  idliing  oi  tceii* 


M  For  many 
irtwtled,  but  few 
circle  cr. 


rj  Then  ui>cot 
(he  Pharjfix*  , 
and  took  counfel 
frcw  they  might 
entanvi*  him  m 
lu  wife. 


tit  Amt  they 
lent  out  unto  him 
(heir  dilcipLtS  , 
■with  the  Hero- 
dkns  ,  faying  , 
Matter,  we  kiuw 
that  £hu  varum, 
afi d 


clothed,  to  appear  as  a  gueft  at  this  marriage-feaft  ? 
And  he  was  confounded,  having  nothing  to  reply.”*-* 
So  God,  in  the  great  day,  will  call  thofe  Grtners  in 
Sion  to  a  ftri£t  account,  that  were  by  profeflion  and  o- 
bligution  Chrilfs  friends;  and  will  demand  of  them. 
How  they  could  venture  to  cteep  into  churches,  and 
expe£t  to  be  made  partakers  of  eternal  life,  they  being 
ddlitute  of  true  faith  in  Chrift  for  righteonfnefs,  and 
of  a  work  of  heart- changing  grace  ?  And  their  mouths 
will  be  flopped ;  they  will  be  felf-condemned,  and  have 
nothing  to  plead  in  their  own  excufe. 

13  “  Then  the  kmg  ordered  his  fervants  to  bind  this 
man  like  a  criminal,  and  turn  him  out  of  the  room, 
which  was  illuminated  for  the  entertainhient  and  plea* 
fure  of  the  guefts,  and  to  put  him  into  a  dark  and  dole¬ 
ful  place  without,  there  to  hewail  his  prtfumption,  lots-, 
and  mifery  ”.»-So  Godj  by  ah  irreverfihle  fcntencc  on 
hypocrites,  will  command  hb  holy  angels  to  thruft 
them  out  from  the  kingdom  of  glory,  into  a  date  of 
the  thickeft  darknefa,  mifer'y,  and  defpair,  where  they 
fhall  lament  their  juftpunifhment,  with  the  utmoft  rage 
and  horror,  for  ever.  (See  the  note  on  Mat.  viii.  1 2.) 

14  For  it  will  evidently  appear  in  the  final  judg¬ 
ment,  that,  as  l  lately  fajd  on  a  like  occafion,  (chap, 
xx.  16.)  many  are  externally  called  by  the  miniitry  of 
the  gofpel,  and  make  a  profeflion  of  religion ;  but  few, 
comparatively  (peaking,  are  really  chofen  to  falvation, 
thro’  fanftification  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth.” 

15  The  Pharifeety  perceiving  that  Jefus  levelled  this 
and  the  foregoing  parables  againfl  them,  though  they 
did  not  thoroughly  underftand  his  meaning,  refolved  to 
try  all  rhe  methods  they  could  think  of  to  take  away  his 
life ;  and  as  they  durft  not  attempt  it  by  force  for  fear 
of  the  people,  (chap.  xxi.  46.)  they  betook  themfelves 
to  ftratagem,  confulting  how  they  might  draw  him  in¬ 
to  fomc  obnoxious  expreffion  (**  wy»)  ju  a  captious  dif- 
pute  with  him. 

16  And  for  thb  purpofe  they  Cent  fotne  of  their  own 
difciples,  who  were  great  (ticklers  for  the  liberty  of  the 
Jew$  and  Come  of  JicrocCn  f  party,  who  were  zealous 
for  the  authority  of  the  Romans  over  them  5  and  ordered 
thefe  to  apply,  in  a  refpcCkful  manner,  to  Chrift,  as  if 
they  were  defirous  to  refer  the  decifion  of  their  contro¬ 
versy  to  him,  faying,  Matter,  we  are  fatisfied  that  you 
are  a  man  of  great  integrity  and  under  {lauding,  that  yon 

faith  - 


NOTE. 

f  The  HtTeJiaxs  vrrt  the  fnlloi«Tj£  of  }\tni  grcatt  uho  was  for  fubjefting  bim&if 
B^ri  hit  people  10  the  clomipinii  g(  the  and  for  complying  with  them  La  mail]  vi 

ihelr  WtsOivn  ui'^s,  pn  ^  Oil**#,  vul*  ii>  j  *  367, 


Cll.  xxii. 

anil  Uaehtft  the 
vay  of  God  hi 
trurh*  neither  ca<- 
uft  thou  for  any 
m  in  :  forthno  rt- 
ji-krtltift  not  tbc 
pt:rion  of  man 
ii  Tell  us 
therefore,  Wlwt 
thin  heft  thou  ?  k 
it  lawful  to  jive 
tribute  unto  Ce- 
Isr,  or  am  } 


t8  Tlut  Jcfiu 
Jtt"  crived  their 
victfilnefs*  iind 

fiid.  Why  temjit 

ye  me,  ye  bypo* 

T9&rcwincthe 
rrihote  -  money  , 
A  ndthty  brought 
unto  him  a  ptn- 
ny. 

to  Anti  he 
fji'h  unto  thfm, 
Whote  h  :hb  i- 

and  fujxi- 
Itription  i 

it  They  fay 
ontD  him  *Ce  far's* 
Then  faith  he  un¬ 
to  diem,  Render 
therefore  unto 
Cefar  the  things 
which  arc  Cciar% 
and  unto  God  the 
tilings  (hat  are 
G*>d  s. 


ii  When  (hey 
hail  heard  ik'fi 
"JrwA,  they  mar- 
veiled,  acd  left 
him,  an’d  urnt 
their  way. 


The  Evangelif}  Matt  hew  parapbrcifcd.  1 6y 
faithfully  teach  the  right  way  of  pleating  God,  and  that 
your  impartiality  and  courage  are  proof  againit  being 
Dialled  by  the  frowns  or  favours  of  any  man  living;  for, 
be  he  ever  fo  great,  you  will  freely  (peak  your  mind, 
whether  he  like  it  or  not. 

17  We  therefore  intreat  that  you  would  pieafe  to  fa- 
tisfy  us  in  a  point  much  difputed  between  us  ;  and  that 
is,  Whether  it  be  lawful  for  us,  who  are  rite  peculiar 
people  of  God,  and  Abraham**  feed,  ro  fubmit  to  Cajar*s 
government,  who  is  a  foreigner,  and  of  a  different  re* 
ligioti  from  ours;  and  to  own  that  lubmilTton,  by  pay* 
ing  tribute  to  him  ?  What  is  your  judgment,  or  what 
do  you  fay  is  the  mind  of  God,  in  this  cafe  ?  Thus  they 
thought  to  ettfnare  him,  whichever  way  he  fhould  an* 
fwer :  For  if  it  (horrid  be  in  the  negative,  Herod's  par¬ 
ty  would  accufe  him  to  the  Roman  emperor,  as  an  ene¬ 
my  to  his  government ;  and  if  it  (hould  be  in  the  affir¬ 
mative,  the  Phanfees  would  accufe  him  to  the  people, 
as  an  enemy  to  their  rights  and  liberties. 

18  But  Jcfus,  feeing  thro'  all  their  fubtie  and  malici¬ 
ous  defigns,  faid  to  them.  Ye  deceitful  flatterers,  why, 
under  a  pretence  of  honouring  me,  do  ye  go  about  in 
this  wicked  manner  to  entangle  me  in  my  talk,  that  ye 
may  £nd  occaGons  againft  me  ? 

ip  Then  alkjng  for  a  piece  of  money,  fuch  as  ufe4 
to  be  demanded  for  tribute,  they  (hewed  him  a  Roman 
penny  which  was  of  that  fort. 

20  And  fince  the  coining  of  money,  and  thereby  a* 
feertaining  its  value  and  making  it  current,  was  always 
looked  upon  as  the  legal  prerogativeof  the  higher  powers, 
he  detired  them  to  tell  him  whofe  image  and  inferiptioa 
that  piece  bore. 

21  They  readily  anfwered,  It  was  the  Romm  empe- 
rot’s,  who  was  ufually  Ityled  Ctfar,  'Whereupon  Jefus 
replied.  Your  receiving  this  as  your  current  coin,  is  an 
acknowledgement  of  Cafar's  dominion  over  you  ;  and 
therefore  ye  ought,  in  civil  concerns,  to  return  the  tri¬ 
bute  of  that  to  him,  which,  by  the  authoriry  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  his  government,  ye  receive  from  him ;  as 
well  as,  in  religious  concerns,  to  return  the  homage 
and  acknowledgments  to  God,  that  are  his  due  as  Lord 
of  all :  Take  heed,  that  neither  of  thefc  duties  interfere 
with  the  other. 

21  In  this  manner  he  avoided  the  fnare  they  bad  laid 
for  him :  And  when  they  found,  by  his  unexceptionable 
anfwer,  that  no  advantage  could  be  obtained  again (l 
him,  they  admired  his  wrfdom  and  caution,  and  went; 
away  difappoiiucd  in  their  defign  of  accufmg  him  either 

L  3  t* 
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13  The  fane 
&4j  came  to  him 
the  Saridacee?  * 
frhich  fay  that 
there  is  no  reftir- 
TQftion,  aod  l(kr 

f  d  him. 


Saying  > 
JWafter ,  Moles 
fa  id,  [f  a  man 
die*  haying  ijo 
children,  his  bro¬ 
ther  fruit  marry 
his  wife,  andraife 
op  feed  onto  hit 
brother. 

ij  Nov  thert 
vet*  Trirh  us  li¬ 
ven  brrthrensand 
the  firft,  vbm  he 

had .  married  a 
wife*  detca/ed; 
jiid  having  no  if- 

fue,  left  his  wife 
unto  his  brother. 

'  xA  Like  wife  the 
iecond  alfb,  and 
the  third*  unto  the 

ft  vent  h. 

%1  And  laftof 
all  the  woman 
died  alfo. 

*8  Thrfcfnne 
In  the  rtfaiirt* 
Hon,  whole  wife 
AttJl  (he  he  of  the 
ftven  ?  for  they 
alt  bad  her. 

if  Jefut  an- 
fwtred  and  fa:d 
unto  them,  Te  do 
err,  not  knowing 
the  ftriptarcs , 
nor  the  power  of 
God- 


30  For  in  the 
icfurrctffon  they 
pother  marry , 
nor  are  given  in 
tparm^c;  hm  arr 
as  the  angels  of 
God  in  heaven. 
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to  C<rfar  or  to  the  people. 

23  Soon  after  this,  on  that  very  day,  foroe  of  the 
fe£fc  of  the  SadJuceej)  who  denied  a  future  Hate,  or 
any  esi  Hence  of  angels  or  feparate  fpirits,  and  the  re- 
furre&ion  of  the  body  from  the  dead,  {dels  xxiii.  6.) 
came  to  try  whether  they  could  not  grave!  and  confound 
our  Lord  by  a  cjueftion  which  they  fliouid  put  to  him  a- 
bout  an  important  point  of  revealed  religion,  faying, 

24  Mailer,  Mifcs  ordered  in  the  law,  {Deal.  xxv.  5.) 
that  if  a  married  man  Ihould  die  chiidlefs,  a  furviving 
brother  Ihould  take  his  widow  to  wife,  in  order  to  the 
railing  up  of  an  heir  for  his  inheritance  and  keeping  his 
name  alive  in  IJraei. 

25  Now  an  extraordinary  cafe  has  fallen  out  a- 
mongft  us,  in  a  family  where  there  were  feven  bre* 
thren  :  The  fir  ft  of  them,  having  had  a  wife,  died  with¬ 
out  any  child,  and  left  his  widow  to  be  married  to  his 
next  brother } 

26,  27.  And  the  fecond  having  married  her,  died 
without  any  offspring  likewife  ;  the  fame  was  the  cafe 
of  the  third;  and,  in  ihort,  every  one  of  them  took  her 
in  their  order,  after  the  death  of  the  reft,  and  none  of 
them  had  any  iflue  by  her;  and  at  Iaft,  the  woman  herfelf 
died  childleis. 

28  If  therefore,  according  to  fome  peoples  notion, 
there  be  a  future  Hate,  aqd  a  refurredion  of  the  body, 
the  (jueflion  is,  Which  of  thefe  feven  lhall  have  her  for 
his  wife  in  the  other  wqrld,  fince  they  were  all  married 
to  her  in  this,  and  none  of  them  had  any  fon  or  daugh¬ 
ter  by  her  to  determine  or  appropriate  the  relation  i 

29  Jcfus  replied,  Te  arc  guilty  of  a  very  great  mi- 
ftake,  and  talk  much  betide  the  point,  through  your 
ignorance  of  the  feript ure -doctrine  about  a  future  Hate, 
and  of  the  true  fenfe  of  the  paJIage  referred  to,  which 
relates  only  to  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifracl  in  this  world as  alfo  through  your  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  exceeding  grcalnefs  of  God's  power,  with 
whom  it  is  no  impoffible  thing  to  raife  the  dead,  and 
give  them  a  different  fort  of  life  in  the  world  to  come. 

30  For  itt  the  happy  date  to  which  the  dead  fhall  he 
railed,  there  will  he  no  need  of  marriage  for  the  com¬ 
fort  of  life,  nor  any  room  for  leaving  widows  to  others 
to  mairy  them  for  perpetuating  names  and  inheritances, 
and  keeping  up  a  fucccfiion  of  generations,  as  there  is 
in  this  miserable  and  dying  world}  hut  every  one  there 
will  be  incorruptible,  immortal,  and  happy,  even  as  the 
holy  angels  themfelves  arc  in  heaven,  who  never  die, 
or  know  what  troubles  mean. 

31,  3**  Bu.t 
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*n31  3*,  32*  ^ut  that  there  will  be  a  refurre£kion  of  the 

tMor^£d"dJ  dead  to  a  glorious  immortality,  may  be  gathered,  by 
have  ye  **  n^d  juft  confrquences,  from  what  God  himfcU  laid  to  Mo* 
thi:  ubich  was  jfS  whole  books  ye  yourfelves  proictledly  own  to  be 
by' '  divine  authority.  Have  ye  never  read  and  obferved 

it  i*  itm  the  in  them,  wtminltru&ions  God 'has  given  to  you  of  this 
Gud  of  Abra-  age  (for  whole  learning,  as  well  as  lor  the  life  of  for- 

hsra.andthfGod  *  i  -  \  i  * 

of  siL-t,  and  tbt  mer  nmcsi  they  were  written,)  when,  appearing  to  AU- 
God  4if  Jacob?  fes  in  the  bulb,  ( Exsdw  iii<  6.)  he  ftyled  himfdf  the 
!'°J  fSthn0f|  1  of  dbrabam,)  Ijaac ,  and  Jacoby  many  years  after 

but  ofihcVvbg  they  were  dead,  faying,  not  i  was^  but  I  am  thtir  God* 
This  abiding  relation  to  them  imports,  that  they  are 
ftill  the  fons  of  God,  waiting  far  the  adoption^  viz.  t&e 
redemption  qf  the  bvdjy  (Rom,  viii,  23.):  For  it  is  un- 
worthy  of  God,  to  fuppofe  that  after  death  he  IhouM 
continue  to  be  a  God  in  covenant- relation  to  them  \ 


33  And  when 
the  multitude 
heard  ikiiy  they 
were  aftonirtjed  at 
tU  Jottrinc. 


and  yet  that  their  bodies,  Avhich  are  cflentbl  parts  of 
their  perlbns,  fliuuld  always  abide  in  a  Hate  of  death, 
never  to  revive  in  another  world 

33  And  as  this  filenced  the  Sadduceesy  fo  the  com* 
mon  people,  upon  hearing  his  anfwrr  to  their  objection, 
could  not  hut  admire  the  aptnefs,  evidence,  and  excel¬ 
lence,  of  what  he  taught  relating  to  this  important  ar¬ 
ticle  of  faith. 


34  Gut  when 
the  Pharifces  had 
heard  that  he  had 
put  the  Sadd notes 
to  lilcnct,  they 
were  gathered  lo 
giXhcr. 


3S  Then  one 
of  them,  wAf'tA 
;vj;aJavycr,iiJk- 
<i\ 4  qucttioJl, 
tempting  him  , 
sod  ftyiflRt 
16  Matter  , 
which  is  the  peat 
com- 


34  But  when  the  Pbarifee j  heard  how  he  had  con¬ 
futed  the  Sadduceesy  they  were  fo  far  from  being  plea- 
fed  at  it,  though  he  had  therein  efbbHihed  the  doftrine 
which  they  themfdves  held  about  the  refurre&ion,  that 
they  invidioully  gathered  together  to  lee  whether  they 
could  not  Waft  his  reputation  among  the  people  by  puz¬ 
zling  him  with  fame  other  queftion* 

35  To  this  purpofe  one  of  them,  who  was  by  office 
an  interpreter  of  the  law,  having  a  mind  to  try  his  flail, 
put  a  queftion  to  him  which  was  much  disputed  among 
the  critics  of  thofe  days,  faying, 

36  Matter,  as  there  are  different  opinions  about  the 
law,  fome  concluding  that  the  ceremonial,  and  others 

that 


NOTES, 

-f  The  SxfMucta  admitted  only  the  five  the  Satires  the  refumeftion  by  in 

hocks  of  MjfcSt  ^cfiingall  the  other  pons  of  thcLdifhdicf  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  or 
holy  iciiptcrc,  (PoA  eoL  ii.p.  33d.);  of  my  future  flare  ulniiibever,  the  argument 

uid  therefore  Chrtfl  argued  with  them  from  taken  from  ({ttd's  being  the  God  of  the  li* 
4  paflage  tiken  oui  of  thole  writings,  and  ving  only,  a  clear  iud  cfc^ual  confute 
hoc  from  other  llill  clearer  precis  in  the  Old  Hon  cf  their  c.r:  c;-  Nay,  if  he  u  not  the 
TcnsmrilL  God  of  Sir*  in  another  world,  he 

never  was  their  C!oJ,  according  to  the  fall 
|  Though  their  fouls  lived  in  s  iepante  munmji  or  that  ehsrifter,  tt  aU  ;  for  the 
Itatc,  God  world  neverthdefs  be  the  God  at  belt  of  tlwir  dream  fiances,  in  thii  life*  were 
the  dead  ;  for  they  could  be  find  to  Inv  only  too  defective  and  to  come  lip  to  the 

in  part*  unlcf*  their  dead  bodies  were  <0  rift  complete  happlnefe  and  dignity  included 
sgdn  :  However,  as  the  chief  prejudice  of  dm  high  aud  glorious  icUticu. 
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ttimmatidinciit  in 
ttrcbw  l 


37  J*fbs 
unto  him,  Thou 
flialt  We  the 
Lord  thy'  Qod 
with  «H  thy  heart, 
and  urith  *[\  thy 
flnil,  aihl  with  all 
thy  mind, 

18  This  » the 
firft  and  giCat 
com  nundinal  t 


39  And  the 
Second  is  like  un¬ 
to  it,  Thou  (haft 
love  thy  neigh-- 
hour  u  taylilf* 


*e  On  tht&two 
com  nuftd  menu , 
hang  all  the  law 
thd  the  prophets. 


that  the  moral  t$  rnoft  important  \  and  fome  contending 
for  the  law  of  circumcifioo,  others  for  that  of  the  fab* 
bath,  and  others  for  that  of  facrificcs,  a$  the  chief  j 
which  do  yon  lay  is  the  principal  commandment  contain* 
ed  in  the  writings  of  Mofet  ? 

37  Jefns  anfwered  him,  That  which  is  molt  compre¬ 
hensive  and  important,  is  this.  Thou  (halt  love  the  Lord 
fupremely,  as  Jchcvab  and  thy  God,  to  the  exdulion 
of  all  others-,  and  thou  (halt  love  him  entirely,  un  feign* 
edly,  and  at  all  times,  with  the  united  powers  of  thy 
underftanding,  will,  and  affections. 

38  This  is  the  grand  fundamental  precept  of  the 
whole  law,  without  a  regard  to  which  no  other  of  its 
injunctions  can  be  duly  oblerved  ;  and  this  is  the  fum- 
mary  of  all  the  duties  of  the  fir  ft  table, 

39  And  the  next  important  commandment,  the 
neareft  a- kin  to  this,  as  comprehend ve  of  all  the  duties 
of  the  fecotid  tahle,  is.  Thou  (halt  love  thy  fellow- crea¬ 
tures  as  truly  and  fincerely  as  thyfelf,  hearing  all  good¬ 
will  tp  them,  and  doing  good,  ,as  you  have  opportunity, 
to  all  men,  and  efpecially  to  the  household  of  faith,  e- 
ven  as  you  would  in  like  circuntfiances  do,  or  delire  o- 
thers  to  do  unto  yourfdf. 

40  Thefe  two  commandments  make  up  the  Turn  and 
fuljftance  of  the  moral  Jaw,  which  is  fundamental  to  all 
true  religion  j  thefe  are  the  natural  law  that  was  origi¬ 
nally  written  in  the  heart  of  man,  the  obligations  to 
which  can  never  be  diffolved j  and  all  the  revelations 
that  God  has  made,  in  the  written  Jaw  and  the.prophet*, 
(land  upon  the  foundation  of,  and  are  deligned  to  en¬ 
force  them. 


41  While  the 
Pbariftt*  were  ga¬ 
thered  together, 
Jcftsafccd  thou, 


41  Saying  , 
What  think  yc 
of  Chrift?  whofc 
fi>n  is  he  ?  Tiicy 
fay  unto  him.  The 
f&tt  ui  David* 


43  He  JViih 
rnio  them.  How 
then  doth  David 
ig  spirit  C.:fJ  hiiti 


41  Jcfu3  having  thus  aufwered  the  fcri&£*$  queftion, 
and  popped  his  mouth  To  chat  he  could  make  no  reply; 
and  the  Fharjfets  Hill  continuing  together,  in  order  to 
their  making  further  attempts  to  embarrafs  him ;  he  took 
that  opportunity,  in  his  turn,  to  propofe  a  queftion, 
which  would  give  him  a  fair  advantage  of  putting  them 
tp  a  nonplus,  faying, 

42  What  are  your  thoughts  about  the  Mejfiahy  who 
was  promifed  to  the  fathers,  and  whom  ye  are  now  ex¬ 
pelling  to  appear  in  the  world  ?  Whofe  fon,  or  of  what 
family,  do  yc  fay  he  muft  be?  They  readily  anfwercdj 
He  is  to  be  of  the  family  of  David ,  as  was  umverfally  ■ 
believed  from  the  plain  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament 
about  him*  (See  the  note  on  Luke  xx*  14,) 

43  Jefus  replied,  How  is  it  then  to  be  underrtood, 
that  Davids  under  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
called  the  Mefliah  his  Lord,  and  thereby  owned  and 

honoured 
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honoured  him  as  his  Superior  and  a  divine  pfidon*  fay¬ 
ing  of  him*  {Pfa J*  «.  1  *) 

44  God  the  Father  laid  unto  my  Lord*  Sit  thou  ex¬ 
alted  in  all  dignity,  glory  and  power*  cm  the  right  hand 
of  the  throne  of  the  Majejlyin  the  heavens  2  and  continue 
reigning  in  the  adm migration  of  thy  kingdom*  as  the 
Chrift*  till  all  thine  enemies  be  effectually  and  entirely 
fubje&cd  to  thee*  according  to  mine  appointment  ? 

45  If  then  David*  in  a  Pfalm  which  ye  yourfelves 
own  to  be  prophetic  of  the  Mefliah,  ftytes  him  Lord% 
by  way  of  fuperiority  to  himfelf ;  how  do  ye  imderftand 
this*  in  contiftency  with  his  being  his  Ton  or  a  depend¬ 
ent  from  him  ? 

46  The  feribes  and  Pharifeej9  either  being  ignorant, 
or  not  willing  to  acknowledge*  that  he,  who  was  of 
the  feed  of  David  according  to  the  fleih,  was*  in  his 
divine  nature*  over  all  God  blefled  for  ever*  and  fo  was 
the  root  as  well  as  the  offspring  of  Davids  were  at  a  lofe 
what  reply  to  make ;  and  findrii^  that  they  were  no 
match  for  one  of  bis  fuperior  wiidom*  they  from  that 
time  forward  were  afraid  of  entering  into  further  difputes 
with  him*  or  of  attempting  to  enlhare  him  by  any  other 
qudiions* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  much  more  eager  are  many  to  difputc  again#  Uie  moft  important  point* 
of  the  law  and  gofpel,  to  tbtir  own  coufidion,  than  to  come  like  humble  Inqui¬ 
rers  to  Cbrift*  to  learn  of,  and  believe  in  him*  to  their  own  falvation,  Bui,  nf- 
ttr  atl  that  wit  or  malice  can  fuggeft  to  the  contrary,  he  will  confute  it,  anil  put 
his  enemies  to  flwme.— His  grace  is  bountiful  and  fine*,  and  is  propofed  in  the  go  ^ 
fprl  to  the  acceptance  of  all  that  hear  it.  BlefTed  are  they  that  are  called  to  the 
marriage*  fupper  of  the  Lamb,  and  appear  with  the  wedding  garment  as  accepted 
guefta  there :  But  mlferabte  is  their  cafe  that  reject  Chrftt,  or  take  up  with  a  hare 
profetfiuu  of  his  mine;  and  many  are  externally  called,  but  feware  chofen  cf  God 
to  eternal  life. — True  religion  is  as  neceffary  for  the  happinefs  of  another  world, 
as  civil  government  i A  for  the  peace  and  order  of  this:  They  do  not  interfere  with 
one  another;  but  fttould  be  kept  in  proper  bounds*  and  attended  to  with  due  re¬ 
gards;  And  as  love  to  God  is  eUcutial  to  the  firft,  lb  the  love  of  our  neighbour 
is  to  the  I  aft;  thete  art  laws  of  perpetual  obligation,  according  to  tlic  various  re¬ 
lations  in  which  wc  ftand.— Wheu  believers  have  done  with  this  world  and  all  its 
prefent  concerns,  God  will  be  their  God  for  ever  in  another;  and  a  refurretflion 
to  etecgal  fre  will  enter  their  whole  perfons,  body  as  well  a$  foul,  into  a  complete 
ftate  of  immortal  blrfferinefs,  when  all  ChrilVs  enemies  fhall  be  enriidy  fubriurd, 
and  all  the  faints  (hall  triumph  in  ht$  prefence;  And  then  they  (ball  know  who  and 
what  he  is,  in  his  divine,  human,  and  office  characters  and  glory,  as  God-man 
mediator;  fttall  be  able  to  reconcile  all  teeming  contradictions  about  him;  and 
(hall  get  through  all  the  clouds  and  difficulties  that  here  furround  them,  and  that 
puzzle  and  confound  ftich  a*  fet  themfelves  again#  him. 


Laid,  frying, 

44  The  Iiord 
frid  unto  my 
ford,  Sir  than  on 
mjr  right  band, 
till  1  make  ibiuc 
enemies  thy  foot- 
XVmW 

If  Bivid 
ihcu  tail  \iini 
Lord,  how  is  he 
hit  ftui  l 


4 6  And  no  man 
vu  able  to  anfwcr 
hiiu  a  word,  nei¬ 
ther  durft  «ny 
man  (from  rim 
day  forth)  alk 
him  any  mors 
qiielVfOiu. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 

thrift  cautions  againft  the  pride  and  hypocrify  of  the  feribes  and  Phan- 
fces,  Ij— 12.  Denounces  frveral  woes  againft  them,  13, — 33,  And 
fir et els  the  deftruttiwi  of  Jerufalcm,  34, — 39. 


Para- 
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Text.  PARAPHRASE. 

Fter  Jefus  had  pat  all  his  adverfaries  to  Glencc* 
he*  continuing  in  the  temple*  (chap,  xxlii.  j.) 
and  co  his  difi>  fpake  Co  the  great  company  of  people  that  were  about 
P*6*’  him*  and  to  his  own  diftiples,  what  might  be  proper 

to  guard  againft  an  high  opinion  of  the  fcrihes  and  Pba- 
rifees,  and  againft  being  milled  by  them*  faying* 

*  Saying,  the  3  The  fcrihes  and  P ban  fees  are*  by  their  office,  the 
Phwifee^fit  'in  ^uccc®)rs  °f  Mofesf  as  interpreters  of  God's  law  }  and 
Mo£u*  fiat.  their  bufuiefs  is  to  expound  and  enforce  it  privately  to 
tbeir  difciples,  and  publicly  to  the  people  in  your  fyna- 
gogues  every  fabbath-dayj  which  office  is  in  itfdf  good 
and  ufcful,  how  much  foever  they  have  abided  it*  and 
behave  unfuitable  to  it. 


i  All  there-  3  Whatfoever  therefore  they  teach  and  enforce  upon 
whiifocvcr  yOU)  agreeable  to  the  true  intent  of  the  law  of  God,  that 
fove,  rAoroMerve  ye  Ihould  look  upon  yourfelves  bound  to  regard  and 
and  do:  but  do  praflife ;  But  take  heed  of  treading  in  their  fteps*  or  of 
not  ye  ifier  their  irnicating  them  in  their  lives  }  for  while  they  preach 
aod  profefe  one  thing,  they  do  another, 
s  For  they  4  For  they  exceeding  Arid  and  rigid  in  their 
kind  bcavy  burd-  conftru&ions  of  fuch  divine  precepts  as  helt  ferve  their 
tobe^horne^and  tur0»  an<l  *n  impofing  them  with  additions  of  their  own 
by  /bn  on’mercs  inventing*  and  fo  lay  intolerable  burdens  upon  the  con- 
frouldcn  ;  hm  fdences  of  others:  But  they  themfclves  will  not  be  at 
the  trouble  of  obferving  them*  nor  give  the  leaft  difpen- 
th«n  with  one  of  &tion  to  the  people  to  neglefl  any  of  them;  much  lefs 
thw  ftngtrr.  will  they  pra&ife  thole  moral  duties  that  are  of  the 
greateft  confequence*  and  of  perpetual  obligation. 

S  Bur  all  their  j  And  (J>)  whatfoever  they  do  that  carries  a  face  of 
K ^  fcen^f  religion*  it  is  only  in  public,  and  in  the  light  of  men, 
iron  :  rh«y  make  that  they  may  oblerve  and  applaud  them.  As  for  in- 
broad  their  phy-  ft-ance*  God  commanded  the  Jews  (Deur.  vi.  8.)  U 
hrjpthc  buiden  ^7TU  f0T  a  j*$.n  upon  their  hands ,  and  as  frontlets 

of  their  garment?,,  between  their  eyes ;  to  fignify  that  they  ftiould  daily  me* 
ditate  upon  ir,  and  put  it  in  practice :  But  thefe  hypo¬ 
critical  men  think  they  fulfidently  fulfil  this  command* 
by  only  writing  feme  fentences  of  the  law  upon  flips  of 
parchment  of  more  than  ordinary  breadth*  and  putting 
them  upon  their  arms  and  foreheads.  And  as*  to  di- 
ftinguifh  the  Ifraelitet  from  other  nations*  God  ordered 
them  to  wear  fringes  in  the  borders  of  their  garmentst 
(Numb.  xv.  38,— 40.) ;  thefe  men  put  on  fuch  as  are 
wider  than  common*  that  they  may  be  particularly  ta¬ 
ken  notice  of  as  more  eminently  religious  than  others. 

9  And  love  ike  $  And,  with  the  lame  ambitious  view,  when  they 

are  invited  to  a  feaft,  they  are  very- fond  of  getting  the 
chief  upper  hand  ;  and  whenever  they  are  in  places  of  reli- 
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cluef  feats  in  the 
ijDigague^ 


7  And  greet- 
jngsln  the  trur- 
k&h  and  to  he 
callfd  of  men  , 
Rsibbu 


8  Be  not  yc 
tailed  RaMri :  for 
one  is  your  Ma¬ 
tter,  me  Chrift  *f 
and  rilyearebre- 
ihreo. 


9  And  cal  1  no 
It Ian  your  father 
upon  the  canh  : 
for  one  ii  yonr  Fa¬ 
ther  which  U  in 
heaven. 


10  Neither  be 
yc  culled  matters  1 
for  one  is  your 
Matter  ,  tvt* 
Chrifh 


m  But  he  that 
u  grendl  among 
you 


gtous  worlhip,  they  take  care  to  fet  themfelves  in  tbe 
bigheft  feats  there,  that  they  may  be  thought  more  wor¬ 
thy  than  the  reft  of  the  company. 

7  Yea,  even  in  the  open  ftreets,  and  places  of  the 
moft  public  reiort,  they  love  to  be  homaged,  am!  treated 
with  all  vtfihle  marks  of  the  higheft  refpect,  in  the  fight 
of  multitudes ;  and  are  extremely  delighted  when  any 
compliment  them  under  the  titles  of  father  and  mafter  f ; 
and  fo  applaud  them  as  great  men  that  are  the  heads  of 
felts  and  parties,  and  the  authors  of  the  do&rines  they 
preach. 

8  But,  faid  Chrift  to  his  difciples,  let  none  of  you 
aim  at  vainglorious  titles  J  of  honour  and  preceden¬ 
cy  above  others,  much  lefs  at  fuch  titles  as  import  do¬ 
minion  over  their  faith  and  confciences :  For  ye  have 
but  one  Lord  and  King,  which  is  the  Mefiiah ;  and  all 
of  you  fhould  treat  one  another  with  mutual  refpeckand 
love,  looking  upon  yourfelvcs  as  brethren  that  have  no 
fuperiority  of  power  one  over  another,  but  are  equally 
fubjeft  in  all  matters  of  faith  and  obedience  to  your  great 
and  common  Lord. 

9  And  let  no  man  living  upon  earth  be  called  your 
faiher,  in  fuch  a  fenfe  as  denotes  the  head  of  a  fed,  or 
the  founder  of  religion,  or  one  who  is  to  be  abfolutely 
obeyed  in  matters  of  conference :  For,  in  oppofition  to 
all  men,  ye  have  but  one  fuch  Father;  and  that  is  God, 
who  is  the  Father  of  lights,  and  whofe  throne  is  efta- 
blilhed  in  the  heavens. 

10  Neither  let  any  among  you  vainly  aftume  to  him- 
felf,  or  admit  of,  the  title  ol  mqfier  or  Uaikr,  as  figni- 
fying  one  who,  of  his  own  ability  and  authority,  teach¬ 
es  and  enjoins  any  do&rine  or  duty  of  religion :  For, 
in  oppofition  to  human  inllrackors,  ye  have  but  oue 
fuch  Mailer,  which  is  Cbrift,  the  great  Prophet  of  the 
church,  whom,  and  whom  only,  ye  ought  to  hear  in  all 
things,  as  your  infallible  Guide  and  abfolute  Lord. 

11  But  whofoever  he  he  among  you  that  mod  excels 
his  brethren  in  gifts  and  graces,  or  in  honour  and  e- 
fteem  in  the  church,  let  him  not  cake  occafion  from 

thence 


NOTES. 

f  The  Rjbbics  wire  the  great  lathe n  of  under  the  titles  of  fatbcrt  and 

tradition,  iuiJ  nuftcre  in  Ifrad,  afao  l^id  u  uiclikt;  forihtic  icTult  from  known  r-h- 
niiich  (Irefs,  or  more,  upon  their  own  inven-  (ions  in  life ;  and  the  apottle  tty  led  hiinldi 
cions  which  in  time  became  the  tradition*  on  religious  accutmt^,  10  them  ahiUD 

of  the  cideri,  than  upon  the  words  of  trip-  lie  had  been  imtmxnentai  in  converting  tn 
mrc  them&taes;  and  therefore,  when  all  the  the  faith  of  Chritt  t  But  all  (hies  arc  to  i>e 

Svtfb  traditions  c.icne  afterwards  to  he  cnl-  condemned,  3$  fir  s$  any  arc  ambitus  «f 
cd  In  the  book  called  their  Talmud,  the  them,  and  u  for  as  they  entrench  upon  Cod  v 
contender*  for  their  authority  were  called  authority,  and  art  u led  to  coun tenatux  u  d**- 
Jlabbhiifh*  See  Pnd.  CbhwR,  toL  il  p-  3  jtf,  minion  oser  tbe  i'aiii  of  others* 
f  Qur  Lord  docs  not  condemn  ciy|l  te- 
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pm,  (ball  be  your 
ftnanL 


ti  AtvJ  who- 
frCYCT  (lull  CKtU 
hiaifdf,  (ball  be 
ibaied;  and  Ik 
that  Hull  humble 
hlmfejf,  Ihall  be 

naked. 


13  Hut  wQun* 
In  you ,  fenbrt 
and  Pbvifrri , 
hypocrites  !  for 
jt;  (hut  up  th(j 
kingdom  of  hta- 
tcd  agixnft  men : 
fur  ye  neiiber  go 
i)i  jouTfdvtii  nri- 
therJuitcr  yet  hero 
that  are  entering 
to  go  in. 


j  +  Wo  unto 
yni),  fmhrs  and 
i'lurii'ccsj  hypo¬ 
crites  !  for  ye  rle- 
vour  widows  hou- 
fi'i,  and  fora  pre¬ 
tence  make  long 
prayers;  therefore 

ye  (hall  receive 
the  greater  dam- 


1  i  Wo  rnto 
yout  (bribes  and 
Phartfecs,  hypo* 
crites  !  tor  ye 
compaft  fca  and 
land  to  inake  o^e 
profcJyte  ;  and 
when  he  is  madc^ 
ye  make  him  two¬ 
fold 


thence  to  grow  haughty  and  afluming ;  hut  let  him  ra¬ 
ther  be  fo  much  the  more  condescending  and  laborious, 
in  improving  his  Superior  talents  and  advantages  for  the 
good  of  others* 

1 2  For  whofoevej,  under  the  dominion  of  a  proud 
Spirit,  Shall  behave  impericufly,  and  feek  to  fet  himfelf 
above  others,  flrail  be  brought  down  and  expofed  to 
ihame  here  and  hereafter  ;  £m  whoever  (hall  have  mean 
thoughts  of  himfelf,  and  behave  with  condefcenfion  and 
humility,  Shall  be  highly  honoured  in  the  fight  of  Cod 
and  man. 

13  Then  our  Lord  turning  bis  difeourfe  to  the  fcfibet 
and  Pharifees,  faid,  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  teach* 
era  and  vain  boatlers  !  Your  cafe  is  dreadfully  guilty  and 
miserable;  For  ye,  who  profefe  to  have  the  key  of 
knowledge,  and  ought  to  explain  the  ancient  types  and 
prophecies  of  the  Mcffiah  in  their  reference  to  me  and 
my  Spiritual  kingdom,  do  all  you  can  to  oppofe  my  gra¬ 
cious  deligns,  and  to  prejudice  the  people  againft  them  j 
for  ye  neither  embrace  my  gofpel  yourfelves,  nor  let  o* 
there  alone  that  are  inclined  to  it  ;  but  ye  bear  them 
down  by  your  authority,  threaten  to  caft  them  opt  of 
your  Synagogues,  and  vilify  my  perfon,  doftrine,  and 
miracles,  to  prtvent  their  believing  to  the  Salvation  of 
their  fouls. 

14  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  vain 
boafters  J  For,  in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  right 
and  jultice,  ye,  by  fpecious  insinuations  and  rigorous 
exa£tiuns,  in  dee  a  prey  of  weak  widows  and  their  tami* 
lies,  from  whom  any  thing  is  to  be  gotten ;  and  to  co¬ 
ver  your  cruel  covetoufnefs  aud  extortion,  and  bring 
them  the  more  readily  into  your  bafe  defigns,  ye  put  on 
a  cloak  of  great  devotion,  by  lengthening  out  your  pray¬ 
ers:  Therefore  your  fin  is  highly  aggravated ;  and  ye 
Shall  Suffer  the  heaviest  vengeance  from  the  hand  of 
God,  who  is  a  father  of  the  fatherlef^  and  a  judge  of 
the  -ividoviir  (Pial.  Ixviii*  5*) 

15  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  vain 
boafters  !  For  yc  contrive  and  labour,  run  every  where, 
and  try  all  imaginable  ways  and  means,  to  gain  over  a 
Gentile  to  your  religion,  and  especially  to  your  own  Sett; 
not  with  any  defign  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good 
of  bis  foul 5  but  that  ye  may  have  the  reputation  of  con* 
verting  him,  and  may  ftrengthen  your  own  party :  And 
when  once  he  is  profelytcd,  fo  abfolute  is  your  afeen- 
dency  over  his  confidence,  that  ye  fill  his  head  with  tri¬ 
fling  and  immoral  notions,  and  bis  heart  with  the  worft 
of  prejudices  ;  and  fo  make  him  doubly  more  ltupid  and 


Ch,  sxiii, 

fold  more  the 
child  of  hell  than 
yourlclvcs. 


10  Wo  unto 
you,  htf  nd  guides! 
irhich  fay,  Who¬ 
soever  tiull  fwear 
by  the  temple,  it 
is  nothing;  bat 
Wiiolbcvcr  (lull 
furjr  by  the  gold 

of  cbt  temple,  be 
is  a  debtor. 


17  Ye  fools, 
and  blind ;  for 
h!  tether  is  great¬ 
er?  the  gold,  or 
temple  that  frnc- 
titicth  the  gold  ? 


f  8  And, Who* 
fwvcr  ihall  fwear 
by  the  altar,  rt 
1$  nothing;  but 
frhofrever  fwcar- 
nh  by  the  gift 
that  is  upon  it,  he 
it  gaiky* 

19  Yc  fools; 
and,  blind!  for 
whether  ij  great¬ 
er?  the  gift,  or 
the  alur  that  fanc- 
eifieth  the  gift? 


io  Whofb 
therefore  thali 
{Wear  by  the  al¬ 
tar,  fweareth  by 
it,  and  by  all 
things- thereon. 

11  And  whofo 

Atoll 
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vile,  more  outrageoufly  bigotfed  again  ft  me  and  my 
gofpd  f>  more  furioufly  mad,  in  acting  under  the  devil’s 
influence  to  ferve  his  iiiterefU,  and  in  pelting  blindly 
on  to  eternal  dcftru&ion,  than  even  feme  of  youri'clvcs* 

%6  Wo  unto  you,  ye  ignorant,  erroneous*  and  fuper- 
ftirious  teachers,  who  pretend  to  be  guides  to  the  blind, 
bat  are  yourfelves  wilfully  blind  t  Ye  miflead  the  peo¬ 
ple  into  the  moft  dangerous  errors  about  the  obligation 
of  oaths,  telling  them,  that  whoever  fwears  only  by  the 
temple,  his  oath  does  not  bind  him,  and  need  not  be 
regarded ;  but  whoever  fwears  by  the  gold,  or  the  trea- 
fure,  which  is  confecrated  to  the  fervicc  of  God  in  the 
temple,  and  by  which  ye  yourfelvcs  expect  to  be  gain¬ 
ers,  he  is  bound  by  his  oath,  and  nidi  perform  it* 

17  Ye  foolith  and  ridiculous  teachers,  (fee  the  note 
on  chap*  v*  22.)  what  a  weak  and  fcnfdris  diflinilion 
is  this  !  For  let  me  alk  you.  Which  is  moft  facred,  moft 
related  to  God,  and  moft  to  be  regarded  ?  the  gold  that 
is  fan&iiied  by  the  temple,  or  the  temple  that  lanilifies 
the  gold?  Is  not  that  which  fanttifies,  greater  than  that 
which  is  fan&ified? 

18  And  ye  furthermore  tell  the  people,  that  whoever 

fwears  only  by  the  altar,  his  oath  is  not  binding ;  but 
whoever  fwears  by  any  gift,  or  facrifice,  that  is  offered 
upon  the  altar,  he  is  a  debtor,  and  is  guilty  of 

the  greateft  crime  if  he  does  not  perform  his  oath* 

19  Ye  foolifh  and  ridiculous  teachers,  how  filly  and 
abfurd  a  diftin£Uon  is  this !  For  which  mult  common 
fenfetcll  one  is  moft  nearly  related  to  God,  and  moft 
ftriftly  to  be  regarded  with  a  confcience  toward  him  ? 
the  offering  which  is  fan&iiied  by  the  altar,  or  the  altar 
which  fandifics  that?  {Exod*  xxix*  37.)  Thcfe  things 
carry  their  own  evidence  to  any  one  whofe  interefts  do 
not  lie  the  other  way* 

20  It  is  therefore  certain,  that  whofoever  fwears  by 
God*s  altar  J,  does  in  cffe£l  fwear  by  all  the  oblations 
that  are  brought  to  it,  and  by  the  God  whofe  altar  it  is, 
and  to  whom  the  offerings  upon  it  are  made. 

II  And  whofoever  fwears  by  die  temple,  takes  that 

oarh 


NOTES, 

f  The  HcWtMtJl  tel,  who  were  mdllt  |  ChriA  of  thcfc  forms  of  ter- 

proftjytcc,  Dieted  the  bmtrcft  rancour  of  *11  ingk  (chip.  v.  14  Or*)  :  liot  he  here  inti- 
others  ChriftUmJy,  [Ath  xiiu  44.  mates,  that  fuch  oaths  mnft  to  all  reatun  be 

iAd  kWi  iy  ip.  snd  lyii.  f,  0,  r?.}  :  And  fnppofcd  to  tuve  a  rciattitc  to  Uutl*  who 
yafiU  XlArtjr  complained,  that  the  Jat'ifi  Oiilv  can  he  a  witnefi  of  ihc  truth,  aoi  jn  4- 
pra&lytc*  were  doubly  more  bUfpheniouE  a-  vctiger  of  the  fsi!fdk>wL,  of  uhar  liny  hn;ar 
jiinit  the  name  of  Ch rift,  and  tldlrorif  to  ty  ihf  crcahincs  that  are  rrUu-ilio  Lim;  2nd 
hill  aad  torment  believer*  in  hfrn,  than  the  tbet  therefore,  if  any  were  lb  ftu&ih  4>  to 
7*iri  were  there  fcl\  c*  i  $u*n  Trfah  t lLc  EjcK  oaths,  1  lie y  were  bcuuJ  to  ycxtviax 

p,  ns  ds  fitt  iuh«\ 
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(hall  (wor  by  the  oath  by  the  (acred  houfe  which  was  built  at  the  com* 
temple,  f-^cth  raan(i  uf  God,  consecrated  by  his  prefence,  and  dcclica- 
hen  ^**u«h  ted  to  him  ;  and  fo  in  cfFedt  fwcars  by  the  God  whofe 
therein.  temple  it  is,  and  who  in  a  Special  manner  refides  there* 

,1  And  he  tli  at  7 1  And,  to  mention  another  in  Stance  in  ufe  among 
/bill  {*>m  byh«4-  youj  whoever  he  be  that  fwcars  by  heaven,  which  is  the 
the’  throne1*  of  l«t  of  God’s  molt  glorious  majefty  and  dominion, 
God,  andity  him  Sweats  in  effett  by  him  who  dwells  and  rules  there.  So 
th*t  Ltuih  there-  that  whatever  creatures  ye  fwear  by,  fince  they  have  a 
on"  relation  to  God,  it  is  implicitly  taking  an  oath  by  God 

himfelf ;  and  if  any  thing  could  be  fuppofed  to  abate 
the  obligation  anfing  from  thence  in  one  of  thtfe  cafes 
more  than  in  another,  it  would  be  when  ye  fwear  by  a 
creature  of  rbe  more  diltant,  and  not  by  one  of  the  near¬ 
er  relation  to  him. 

xj  w«  unto  ij  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  felf* 
Phlrifcwb<h  *«!  conceited  boafters !  For  ye  are  wonderfully  ertaft  and 
cihcsl'torycpay  fcrupulous  in  trifling  niceties  which  coft  you  little,  that 
tith*  of  mint,  jud  ye  may  raife  your  reputation  with  the  people,  and  en~ 
'"i'^’aniThave'o-  RaSe  the  priefts  in  your  intereft :  Ye  therefore  make  a 
minl-rfthcwrigiw  great  (Ur  about  paying  tithes,  even  of  fuch  Small  herbs 
twr wiurersof rbe  as  mint,  anife,  and  cummin;  but  utterly  neglefr  the 
mo^  bnportant  duties  of  the  law,  fuch  as  juftiee  aad 
tluftmghty*  to  mercy  toward  man,  and  faith  toward  God  in  all  the re- 
bw«  done,  and  relations  of  his  will  under  the  prefent  difpenfadon  of 
wh»r*o^onetl,e  grace;  together  with  all  faithfulnefs  toward  God  and 
man :  Thcfe  are  the  momentous  vital  things  of  reiigioil 
that  ye  ought  to  have  made  your  firft  and  principal  care, 
and  thofe  other  trivial  things  Ihould  have  had  only  a  Sub¬ 
ordinate  place  in  your  regards. 

•  *4  Ye  Mind  14  Ye  are  certainly  very  ignorant  and  fupeirtirious 
ftrLtn*at  i'gnat)  directors  of  the  other  peoples  judgment  and  behaviour, 
acu  tWaiW  e  a-  while  ye  pretend  to  be  lb  very  confcientious  about  the 
fmallcft  punctilios,  as  if  ye  were  afraid  of  the  Icaft  fm  ; 
and  yet  make  no  Scruple  of  the  worft  neglects,  or  of 
committing  the  molt  notorious  wickedneflhs,  which  in 
comparison  ale  as  much  greater  than  thofe  that  ye  feem 
fo  careful  to  avoid,  as  a  camel  is  than  a  gnat  f. 

**  DO<?  a;  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  vain 

ye  are  exceeding  diligent  in  making  an 
criut!  f*>r  ye  outward  flieur  of  religion,  in  nice  obfervances  of  exter- 
l01^J  C|?*J  the  ml  waihimra,  rites,  and  ceremonies*  like  perfcns  that 
and  of  the  platter,  are  «rj  curious  tn  fcounng  the  outfides  of  their  cups 
bat  within  they  and  diihcs,  and  making  them  bright;  butr  in  your  hearts 
m  and  fecret  bchariour,  ye  mdulge  all  manner  of  abomi¬ 
nable 


NOTE. 

t  Herr  frfixi*  to  he  an  alluiion  to  a  cjftom  of  Hr!  Mg  tfj-ir  llqoon  before  they 

dnuk,  left  xi.cy  fiicuhl  fwalfow  fo  inidf  <lq  iiifott  *  gait. 
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we  full  of  euor-  nable  wickednefs,  to  get  riches  by  rapine  and  cruelty* 
mu  and  enw.  and  ufe  them  with  luxury  and  intemperance,  (s»pa««,) 
like  perfoos  that  do  not  care  what  dirt  and  filth  there  is 
in  the  in  fide  of  their  dilhes  and  cups. 

16  Tfew  blind  16  O  ilupid  Pbarifee,  who  knoweft  not  the  plague 
fir?' !r  ^ine  own  heart,  fee  that  your  inmoft  thoughts  and 
irithin3  the  'cop  fecret  praftices  be  firll  dcanfed  from  corrupt  principles, 
■nd  plsuer,  that  inclinations  and  defigns,  and  from  ail  filtbinds  of  fleJh 
them011****  ^  and  fpirit,  as  ever  you  would  be  truly  holy  in  your  life : 
Tfr?”  Begin  within,  and  all  will  Toon  appear  honourable  with* 

out;  and  a  frrupulous  exattoefs  in  the  external  forms 
and  rites  commanded  in  the  Jaw,  will  then  better  be- 


*7  Wo  unto 
you*  (bribe*  and 
Phuirce*,  hypo¬ 
crite*  !  for  y*  are 
like  unco  u'hitcd 
fepuichm,  vhich 
indeed  appear 
beautifal  out  - 
ward ,  but  arc 

(  Viihin  fullofdend. 

men*  bone*,  and 
of  all  unclean  net*. 

ad  Etch  foyc 
alio  outwardly  ap¬ 
pear  righteous  un¬ 
to  men  ;  but  with¬ 
in*  ye  are  full  of 
hypocriTy  and  ini¬ 
quity, 

29  Wo  onto 
you*  (bribes  and 
Pha diets,  hypo¬ 
crites?  beexuftye 
bodd  the  tombs 
of  the  prophet  >, 
and  gannCh  the 
fepnlcbrei  of  the 
righteous, 

jo  And  (ay. 
If  we  had  been  in 
the  days  of  our 
iuhen,  we  would 
not  bare  been 
partakers  with 
them  in  the  blood 
of  the  prophet*, 
}i  Wherefore 
yc  be  wimeUcs 
unto  yourielves, 
that  ye  ue  the 
childtvo  of  them 
which  killed  the 
prophet*. 

Fill  ye  up 
tbeu 


come  you* 

27  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  pha- 
rifatcal  hoafters!  For  ye  may  julUy  be  compared  to  the 
fepulchrcs  of  perfons  of  note,  which  are  wbirened  and 
gamifhed*  and  fo  make  a  very  beautiful  outfide  appear* 
ancc;  but  within  are  full  of  dead  mens  bones,  and  of 
naufeous  putrefa£Uon* 

28  In  like  manner,  ye  make  a  fair  external  fhew  of 
religion,  and  appear  with  a  reputation  for  great  devo¬ 
tion  and  holinds  among  men  \  but,  in  your  hearts  and 
Secret  behaviour,  are  fall  of  all  odious  hypocrify  and  in* 
dulged  vices* 

29  WoVmoyou,  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  vain 
boafters !  For  ye  yourtlvcs  pretend  to  have  a  high  ve¬ 
neration  for  the  ancient  prophets  and  holy  men  of  God  * 
and,  in  token  of  your  honouring  their  memory,  build 
and  beautify  monuments  over  their  graves,  and  repair 
and  adorn  their  tombs  or  fepulchrrs,  which,  by  means  of 
your  Care,  remain  to  this  very  day* 

30  And,  under  pretence  of  extraordinary  refpe£l  to 
their  characters,  ye  further  fay,  If  our  lot  had  been  to 
live  in  the  feveral  ages  of  our  predecdtbrs,  we,  their  de¬ 
pendents,  would  not  have  joined  with  them,  in  their 
cruel  perfecutions  of  the  Lord’s  prophets,  and  in  put¬ 
ting  mem  to  death  for  righrcoufnefc’  fake* 

31  Therefore,  by  your  own  confellion,  ye  are  the 
children  of  thofe  very  perfons  who  wickedly  murdered 
the  holy  prophets;  and  your  praQices  prove  that  ye 
really  are  fo  in  your  fpirits  and  temper:  Ye  are  the  true 
offspring  of  their  own  likends,  and  tread  exaftly  in 
their  perfecuting  fteps,  being  a  feed  of  c%)U~do£rii  (Ifa. 
i.  4.)  j  and  at  year  fathers  did,  fj  da  ye,  (Ails  vii-  51.} 

32  I  know  that  ye  are  now  wickedly  contriving,  and 
in  a  very  few  days  will  accomplifh,  my  death ;  and,  af¬ 
ter  that,  will  follow  my  apofUes  and  difciples  with  the 
like  barbarous  rage:  Go  on  then  in  your  own  wav*  yc 

*  will 
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then  the  mrafurc 

cf  yourkrhers. 


3)  Yeferpent** 
ye  generation  of 
ppery,  httw  tut 
ytcl'opcthedaiD- 
iiiiiioa  of  bell  ? 


54  Wherefore 
behold,  I  frnd 
\iti\o  you  pro¬ 
phets,  and  vile* 
mew,  aud&Tibes: 
•ndyfrer  of  them 
yc  fhiill  kill  and 
crucify  3  and  fame 
of  them  lhall  ye 
fcourge  tn  your 
ff mf’t’gtfaet,  and 
perfecucc  tbi  w 
from  city  to  city; 


That  upon 
you  may  come 
all  tike  righteous 
blood  flwd  upon 
the  earth*  from 
the  blood  of  righ- 
tron?  Al>d,  onto 
the  Mood  of  Za- 
eSarhs  ion  of  Ba* 
radriv,  whom  ye 
flmr  hctwmi  l  he 
tt:nple  and  the 
altar* 


will  thereby  complete  the  remainder  of  your  fathers 
iniquity,  till  the  meafure  of  this  nation’s  guilt  will  be 
filled  up,  and  will  ripen  it  for  utter  deflxu&ion. 

33  O  ye  crafty,  malignant,  and  hypocritical  genera' 
tion  of  men,  who,  for  fubtilty,  venom,  and  Specious 
appearances,  are  like  ferpents  and  vipers!  though  ye 
tnayimpofe  upon  men,  how  can  ye  anfwer  for  allyour 
wickednefs  at  God’s  bar,  or  efcape  his  righteous  and 
eternal  vengeance? 

34  Therefore,  to  leave  you  inexcufoble,  and  juftify 
God’s  righteous  proceedings  flgainft  you,  in  cafe  ye  itill 
perfifl.  in  obflinate  infidelity  and  impenitence,  obferve 
the  following  declaration:  1,  by  virtue  of  my  divine  of¬ 
fice  and  authority,  will  fend,  to  you  of  this  nation,  mi- 
nifters  of  the  New  Teflament,  apoftles,  evangeiifts, 
pallors,  and  teachers,  who  (ball  be  noway  inferior  to 
the  ancient  prophets,  wife-men,  and  feribes ;  and,  in- 
Head  of  your  receiving  them  and  their  mefTage,  Tome  of 
them  ye  will  put  to  death  by  various  means}  others  ye 
will  crucify  ;  others  ye  will  laQi  with  thongs  and  rods 
in  your  places  of  public  worfhip,  where  your  ecclefiallt- 
cal  courts  are  kept ;  and  others  ye  will  barafs  about, 
and  purfue  with  violence,  from  one  city  to  another  t, 
for  my  name’s  fake. 

35  All  this  will  jc  be  fuffertd  to  do,  that,  as  ye  will 
involve  yourfelves  in  the  guilt  of  your  forefathers  fins, 
by  approving  of  them,  perGlUng  in  them,  and  adding 
to  them,  with  the  higeft  aggravations  of  ftill  more  fla¬ 
grant  guilt ;  fo  the  utmoft  vengeance  may  be  executed 
upon  you  for  all  the  innocent  and  holy  blood  that  has 
been  {hed  for  righteou  fuels'  fake,  even  from  the  days  of 
Abel  the  firfl  martyr,  whom  Cain  flew  hecavje  bit  own 
works  were  evil,  and  bis  brother's  righteous,  { (  John  iii- 
12.)  down  to  the  days  of  Zacharies,  the  fon  of  Bara- 
chias  or  Jeboiada  J,  whom  yc  of  this  nation  flew  in  the 
court  of  the  Lord’s  boufe,  between  the  temple  and  the 
altar  of  buriTt-oftering,  becaufe  he,  under  an  afflatus  of 
of  the  Spirit,  reproved  the  peopie  for  their  idolatry,  and 
with  his  laft  breath  find,  The  Lord  look  upon  it,  and  re¬ 


NOTES. 


quire 


I  All  this  w*s  cuaftly  fulfilled :  They 
ftonctl  Stifkd*  to  death*  A&i  vii*  f  p. ;  kill¬ 
ed  Jztccj  with  rhe  frord*  Ath  lii.  a. ;  be- 
fctart  P.W,  and  crwlifd  JV/er,  Enfrh*  lib, 
iheop*  is* ;  foowged  the  apnlHe**  jtffl*  v. 
ifi. ;  punHbed  the  difcipJcs  in  wry  fyna- 
f^KpK,  and  perfeented  them  ctcu  to  flrange 
Cities,  Afh  xitL  li. 

\  Rrr'vJ-s^j  and  are  n^mc*  of  like 

ftgQjiiCalion ;  and  Chriii  Items  to  rtfer  to 


thU  InlUnc**  rather  than  any  other*  liccatile 
this  U  the  LEt  on  record  of  the  prophets  it>t 
were  Haiti  by  the  Jrvs  for  reproving  their 
iniquities :  nvui  betaal*  Cod's  requiring  tUs 
blood  h  particularly  taken  notire  of  in  imp* 
tore*  as  veil  ^  that  of  rfhA ;  And  lotne  flip* 
pnfr.  that  Cbrtfl  herein  had  litevifr  a  pro¬ 
phetic  TcfercTiv'e  to  the  death  of  another  Zn- 
the  ihit  of  Barack  k  who  Jtftfbvs  fays 
was  killed  in  the  temple  a  little  before  the 
acthufl'iou  uf  ’JtritfaJcitu 
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quirt  it ;  thereby  intimating*  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy* 
that  God,  would  require  bid  blood  at  their  hands* 
(a  Cbron*  nivi  io,  at,  2?.), 

_  i6  veriiyifiy  36  I  afiuredly  tell  you,  that  God  trill  reckon  with 
thes  tilings  fall  y°u  the  prefen t  age*  for  all  this  righteous  blood*  the 

come  upon  this  guilt  of  which  your  ftijl  greater  wicked nefs  of  the  fame 
geo  nation.  kind  bath  entailed  upon  yourftlres;  and  the  mod  dread* 
fql  wrath  ihall  fall  upon  you*  as  if  ye  had  been  tbe  miir* 
derera  of  all  ihefe  holy  men  and  fervants  of  the  Lord. 

3;  O  jottfe  37  0  Jtrufahm^  Jerusalem,  how  deplorable  is  thy 
ttoo  'ttnwi  cafe,  wbo  wert  once  the  holy  and  beloved  city  of  Goa* 
ihcproptets,  »nd  and  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth !  Thou  art  now  become 
fanefl  them  fo  infamous  for  (bedding  blood*  that  a  prophet  cannot 
»  Pvft  but  ia  ?hee'  (Luke***5-  33*) »  a»d  fo  furious  is 

ten  would  I  have  thy  rage*  that  thou  art  fet  upon  (toning  them  for  im- 
gMheredtbjrchil-  poftors,  whom  God,  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  rtierey*-  afl<J 
with  vifibie  tokens  of  his  favour  and  authority,  hath 
(tomb  her- dup-  font  to  thee.  How  often  have  I  laboured  by  my  doCtrihe 
km  voder  hr  and  miracles*  folemn  warnings*  kind  invitations*  and 
wciSiiot!*  **  tenders  of  mercy*  to  call  thy  inhabitants*  even  thy 
wicked  and  rebellious  children,  to  repentance*  and  to 
bring  them  in  to  myfdf !  And  what  gracious  overtures 
'  have  I  made  to  proteft*  cheriCh,  comfort  and  fave  them* 
with  a  care  and  tendernefo  like  that  of  a  hen  to  gather 
her  chickens  under  her  wings  when  Die  apprehends 
them  to.  be  in  danger !  But*  alas !  ft  refufed  my  coiin- 
fol*  and  would  have,  none  of  my  reproof ;  ye  obftinate* 
ly  perilled  in  your  infidelity  and  in  your  fins*  and  would 
not  fufamit  to  my  grace  and  government  for  yoUr  owh 
folvation. 

3*  Behold,  38  Behold  therefore*  now  the  glory  is  departed; 

££&£«£  y°ur  timc, Q!  mcrcy  y*  a.rc  «iv?n. y>  £c 

righteous  judgment  of  God*  as  an  incorrigible  people  ; 
and  your  city*  temple*  and  nation*  are  abandoned  to 
utter  ruin  and  deviation.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  x)& 

43*  44*) 

39  for  I  fir  .  39  For  I  affu«  vou,  that  I  will  ndw  take  my  t  laft 
uotoroo,  Yefhafl  farewel  of  you*  will  come  into  your  temple  no  more* 
will  footi  leave  this  world  and  go  to  tht  Father  j  after 
"  7*  %,  which  ye  ihall  not  fee  me  again*  fill  the  time  of  my 

*  fecoud  appearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven*  when  every 
eye  Ihall  foe  me*  and  ye  (hall  be  forced  to  own  that  I 
Vot.  L  t  M  am 

NOTE. 

f  This  wai  the  lift  (oleum  valuing  that  when  be  wtpt  otef  tbe  (icy,  ei  be  wi*  riding 
thrift  give  tv  Jcrufahm,  aft  ft  two  other*  In  triopiph  to  It,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  *vk, 
that  no  Ktorded ;  one  in  Lute  silt  34,  33.  called  in  onraimacacfc'  Palm-SuK&ej  ;  whrre* 
which  »»  otctConed  by  tbe  Pbarifm  fag-  **  tbit  was  afterwards  in  dw  temple,  juft  b** 
S' Sing  that  IfetW  defigned  to  kilt  him;  and  foie  Vula  ft  di  manure  fiwn  It,  .-«/■•  u).  ij* 
tie  ouiet  in  Lu-t  xis.  41,  &<■  whieh  *U  and  t- 


J7fi‘  EvangcBjl  MatthEw  poraphr&fed,  Ch.  xnu, 

f«r>  Bieflcd  u  h*  3m  (Ik  true  Meffiab,  and  would  be  gltd  to  join  in  tbe 
acclamations  ye  lately  heard,  and  were  enraged  at,  white 
the  children  and  people  fang  their  bo&ima’s,  faying, 
Blcffed  is  be  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  (chap. 
*"*9,15.) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

.  With  what  humility,  integrity,-  and  contempt  of  tins  world,  Arnold  the  min»- 
fters  of  Chrift  behave  !  and  how  fhouk!  they  jive  the  do&rinei  they  preach,  and 
not  lord  it  over  their  hearers!  Bat  if  any  of  his  fervants  id  oafuttably  to  Charac¬ 
ter,  their  doctrine  ia  acvertbeieft  t»  be  regarded  as  fir  a»  it  agreeswitb  the' word 
of  God,  though  their  diford criy  Hvesare  not  to  be  imitated,.  And  wo  uato  them 
who  either  pervert  tbe  fiicred  oracles,  or,  under*  pretence  of  piety,  are  guilty  of 
the  vileft  abominations;  who  aim  at  dominion  over,  mens  faith  and  confctenceR, 
and  neither  embrace  the  gofpel  tbemfelves,  nor  ceafe  from  hindering  others  that 
feetn  to  be  well  afiefied  toward  sit;  who  are  fond  of  fpeciou*  appearances  of  ex¬ 
ternal  fandity,  but  whole  hearts  are  full  of  ah  impurity;  who  are  fuperftitioufly 
fcnipulou*  about  trifiee,  and  negled  the  mo®  important  things  of  Ctmftiamty : 
and  who  make  light  of  oaths,  and  manage  all  their,  religion  with  fecu lay  views ! 
Sow  can  fuch  as  thefe  efcape  the  damnation  of  hell?  Chrift  wQl  find  out  every 
hypocrite,  and  take  vengeance  Upon  them  another  day.  lb  the  mean  wide,  with 
what  faith fulr.efs  and  companion,  condrfcenfion  and  grace,  does  he  deal  with  aB 
forts  of  Atmen  in  the  gofpel !  But  what  a  deplorable  condition  are  they  in,  who 
iieverthelefs  go  on  in  their  trefpafTcs,  and  rge&'him  by  unbelief;  and  dpcdsHy 
who. indulge  a  perfecuting  fpint,  which  will  one  time  or  other  bring  down  the 
heavieft  vengeance  upon  their  ©wh  heads  1  Let  them  that  condemn  this  or  any  ini  - 
quity  ia  others,  take  heed  of  practically  approving  it  by  doing  tbe  fame  them- 
fclves:  For  a  time  Is  coming,  When  the  iniquity  of  impenitent  tinners  will  be  full, 
gnd  God  will  heap  the  raealures  of  wrath  which  they  have  been  treafuring  up  to 
themfeives  againft  the  day  of  wrath  and  revelation  of  his  righteous  judgment.  Oh 
that  we  might  alt  know  die.  things  that  belong  to  oor  peace,  before  they  be  bid 
from  our  eyes!  and  that  when  Chrift  appears  again,  we  maybe  glad  with  exceed¬ 
ing  joy  1 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

Chrift  predi&j  tie  deftruEHon  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  thd  the  world, 
I,— 3S-  eind  the  Unexpected  fuddenjufj  if  his  coming  to  judgment, 
36, — 41.  Andgivet  warning  to  at  to  watch,  42,-51. 

Te  it.  P  A  R  A  F  H  ft  A  8  E. 

A.  went  out!  S®0N  a^tcr  tbe  foregoing  difcourfe,  Jefus  departed 
anddepwwdfroin  ^  from  the  temple ;  and-,  as  he  was  going  oat,  his  dif- 
“**  ciples,  who  heard  the  wo  he  had  j  ud  oefore  denounced 
aeainft  7*™fide*»  and  the  holy  place,  Came  up  to  him, 
him  the  buildup  and  defired  him  to  take  a  view  of  the  magnificent  beau- 
«f  dw  umpU.  tiful  ftiuQure  and  ornaments  of  the  various  parts  of  the 

temple  j  as  if  they  thought  that  he,  as  well  as  they, 
would  admire  this  (lately  pile  of  building,  and,  upon 
obferving  it,  might  reverie  bis  dreadful  fentence  againft  H 
*  And  Jtfin  a  But  (ft)  Jefus  anfweied,  Are  not  ye  too  much 
Secy  emit  all  theft  *a^en  fhc  external  pomp  and  glory  of  all  thefe 
things?  things  i  and  do  ye  not  look  upon  them  with  too  much 


Cb.  xxiv. 

things?  verily  I 
fry  unto  you  f 
TbettftuHoot  be 

left  here  one  fio«tc 

upon  toother  * 
that  fhall  not  be 
thrown  down, 
j  And** he  fet 
op an  the  mount 
of  Olivet*  thedif* 
crplet  came  unto 
him  privately  , 
laying.  Tell  ui» 
when  {lull  thde 
things  be  ?  and 
wh*  fail  Jtf  the 
fin  of  thy 
pning,  and  of  the 
ndof  the  world? 


4  And  tcfui 
aofwtred  and  £iid 
unto  them.  Take 
heed  that  no  man 
deceive  you* 


5  For  entity 
/hall  come  In  my 
name,  faying,  I 
am  Chrirt;  and 
fall  deceive  ma- 
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concern  at  the  thought  of  their  being  laid  wafte  t  Firm 
and  (lately  as  ye  now  behold  this  edifice  to  be*  1  fclernn* 
\y  aflure  you  it  (hall  be  fo  entirely  demoliflied,  that  not 
to  much  as  one  ft  one  of  it  thall  be  left  upon  another  +. 

3  And  being  now  come  to  the  mount  of  O/ivtjy  where 
he  feared  himfelf  over  again  ft  the  temple,  and  might 
have  a  full  profpc£t  of  it ;  fome  of  his  difciples,  no 
longer  difputing  the  truth  or  fitnefi  of  what  he  bad  laid, 
came  in  private  manner,  and  begged  of  him  to  give 
them  bis  anfircr  to  the  following  questions,  viz.  when 
fhall  thefe  dreadful  things,  which  thou  haft  told  us  a* 
bout  the  city  and  temple,  come  to  pals  ?  and  by  what 
difcernible  figns  or  tokens  (hall  we  know  the  rime  of  thy 
coining  to  fet  ap  thy  kingdom  in  all  its  glory,  and  to 
fulfil  thefe  threatenings ;  and  the  time  of  the  confirm* 
mation  of  all  things  at  the  end  of  the  world  f  ?  . 

4  Then,  to  check  their  curiofity,  and  lead  them  to 
wbat  was  moft  important  to  thcmidvcf,  Jefus,  in  his 
reply,  faid,  Beware  that  no  man  feduce  or  impofe  upon 
you  by  falfe  and  fpedous  pretences  relating  to  the  Mef- 
fiah  and  his  kingdom. 

5  For,  before  the  things  I  fpeak  of  fhall  be  accom* 
plilhed,  feveral  impoftors  will  fet  up  for  the  Chrift,  each 
of  rhem  perfonating  me,  and  profelCng  himfelf  to  be  the 
MefSah  whom  God  has  fent  to  be  the  Redeemer  of 


«y. 


4  And  ye  fall 
hear  of  ware,  ud 
tuuiDunofwafs; 
lee  that  ye  be  not 
troubled;  for  all 
the/e 


Ifraet;  and  by  their  pretended  miracles,  tricks  of  art, 
and  fair  promifes  of  delivering  their  followers,  they  will 
draw  many  after  them. 

6  Ye  (hall  likewife  hear  of  great  broils  and  infumc- 
rions,  battles  and  tumults,  and  of  peoples  being  rerri* 
fied  with  alarms  of  war ;  but  do  not  be  difeouraged  and 
diftrefled  in  your  minds  at  thefe  things,  fo  as  to  wtth- 
M  a  draw 

N  O  T  B  SL 


|  The  y*w(/fc  writes  ihenftlve*  tdJ  os, 
that  ibis  was  mo ft  punctually  fulfilled  a;  the 
ltmt  uoder  Talus  the  R&nun 
commander ;  who,  though1  he  would  fun 
have  preferred  the  temple,  could  not  prevent 
thefoUkrebureiiagai^deflrpybglt ;  There- 
upon  he  ordered  them  to  dig  ttp  its  founds* 
I ion# ;  mi  Tifau  JbtfW  ploughed  op  the 
ground,  oa  which  it  had  flood.  The  fame 
might  be  ofcfervcd  of  all  the  following  pans 
of  thefe  prediftwwis*  relaringto  thedeftrc&ion 
of  the  city  and  temple,  as  an  uranfwereble 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion* 

1  It  fbctns  probable,  that  the  dlfeipfes 
thought  the  4curo6loo  of  their  temple,  diy, 
and  narion,  wottH  be  the  end  of  this  world  it* 
£lf :  Ear,  be  tbzt  as  It  will,  our  Lord,  in  his 
aofwtr,  took  no  notice  of  it;  but  marked 
vox  the  figns  of  bit  coming  to  deftfoy  Jury* 


fiUmt  and  rftabUJh  his  kingdom  on  earth,  in 
iuch  a  maimer  as  at  the  feme  time  looked 
forward,  and  might,  in  moft  dreumiLnces 
be  applied,  to  bis  coming  to  judgment  at  the 
Uft  day,  of  which  the  ddtrofrtoa  of  Jn*fa- 
l?m  was  a  lively  type  or  emblem.  And  in 
that  view  I  hove  coitfnfered  diem  in  the  pa* 
raphrafe,  according  to  an  ufual  way  of  in* 
terpraing  prophecies ;  for  many  prophecies 
of  the  00  Teftamcou  which  had  an  imme¬ 
diate  relation  to  the  atfairs  of  the  Tews,  are 
h&trepreted  by  Chrift  himfelf  and  his  a  po¬ 
ttles,  as  having  had  a  ftill  further  reference 
to  the  p>fpeMhtc  i  But  it  feems  to  me,  that 
as  fboK  of  the  Lord's  expreffioor,  in  tbisdit- 
courfe,  may  be  applied  in  common,  both  co 
the  dcllntfiion  of  y*rnfifin f,  and  the  end  vf 
the  world;  fo  there  are  others  which  eott 
dtrc&ly  rebec  to  the  firft,  ar.i  to  the 

Lit  of  thefe  great  everts. 


iSo  *I%e EvangeliJ!  Matthew  faraphra/ed.  Ch.  xriv. 
itcft  draw  your  faith  io  me,  or  neglect  your  profeffioti  and 

«>me  tn  pais,  hot  preachin?  of  my  eofpel :  For.  I  tell  you  beforehand, 
all  theft  commotions  mou  precede  the  otter  deftniction 
of  Jcrwfaltm ;  but  thefe  are  not  the  lafl  calamities  that 
the  Jews  (hall  endure :  Tribulations  of  tbe  like  fort  (hall 
follow  them  after  this,  and  be  a  fled  over  again  before 
the  end  of  the  world. 

<r  Fnr  nattmi  7  For,  hi  this  and  the  following  ages,  one  fct  of 
flwlt  rife  ftaH  take  up  arms  again  ft  another,  Jrwt  againft 

SCafilnilking-  Gentiles,  and  Gentiles  againft  j few,  and  one  Hate  a* 
itum :  and  there  gdnft  anotlier  :  Difcords  and  tumults,  civil  and  foreign 
fell  be famines,  wargj  ^ ill  rage  in  PaJcfiine,  and  other  places  border- 
*".l  ^'n'hq^cs  *ng  upon  it }  and,  betides  thefe  tenors,  there  (hall  be 
h  dwen  pkrcs.  grievous  famines,  plagues,  and  earthquakes,  in  feveral 


S  AiHhtTcdjrf 
(He  lief»in«rmg  of 

furrow*. 


p  Then  (hall 

tHey  deliver  you 
ap  to  be  iflttAedy 
and  (hall  kill  you  ; 
and  ye  ft  alibi  ha¬ 
ted  of  all  itat vm 
Ibr  my  owe’t 
&kc. 


ro  And  then 
IhaU  m*ty  l>£  of- 
feoded}  and  ft  all 
hecuy  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  Dull 
bale  one  iioothtr. 


it  And  mi- 

fty  fatft  prOphefi 

Cbatl  riib^  and  fball 
devtiTc  many. 


countries- 

d  All  thefe  are  indeed  dreadful  judgments ;  and  yec 
they  are  but  the  beginnings  of  thofe  miferies  that  will 
complete  the  deftruftion  of  rbe  Jevtifb  nation,  and  that 
wilt  come  upon  all  the  wicked  and  ungodly  in  the  final 
judgment  at  the  laft  day. 

9  Moreover,  as  to  what  efpecially  relates  to  you,  my 
fervants  and  difciples ;  ye  IhaU  fuffer  a  great  fight  of  af- 
fli&ions;  your  enemies  IhaU  reproach  and  perfecute 
you,  and  deliver  you  up  to  courts  of  judicsriire,  to  pri¬ 
sons  and  deaths ;  and  all  forts  of  men,  Jews  and  Gen¬ 
tiles  t  high  and  low,  and  people  of  all  nations  wherever 
ye  may  be  Scattered,  fltall  be  filled  with  prejudices,  and 
vent  their  fpite  and  malice  againft  you,  beraufc  ye  preach 
and  profefs  my  name. 

to  And  many,  who  call  therofdves  Chrifttans,  will 
be  fo  (hocked  at  thefe  tribulations,  as  to  fall  off  from 
their  profeflion,  and  turn  apoftates  j  and  then,  as  they 
were  but  wolves  in  (beep’s  doathing  before,  they  will 
difeover  a  moft  malignant  temper,  and  treacberoufiy 
turn  informers  againft  their  brethren,  to  whom  they 
pretend  the  grcateft  fricndfbip,  and  will  do  them  all  tbe 
mifehief  they  can. 

1 1  Many  falfe  teachers  alfo  (hall  appear,  either  a- 
mong  the  Jews,  or  among  prerenders  to  Chriftianity, 
who  (hall  amufe  the  people  with  feigned  prophecies  of 
good  days,  and  preach  horrid  errors,  thereby  perverting 
many  from  the  Uutti  to  their  own  pernicious  fchemss 
and  itoftrines. 


t*  Andbceanft 
iniquity  Ibti  a- 
'bnufiil,  tJio  love 
bi  manyftwliwix 


1 2  And  becaufe  a  malignant,  treacherous,  and  per- 
feciiting  fpirit  in  fame,  and  ern  rs  and  apoftaties  in  o- 
thers,  will  fill  thefe  days  with  abounding  wickednefs  ) 
therefore  many,  though  not  all,  who  dill  retain  their 
profeffion  of  my  gofpel,  will  be  apt  to  grow  indifferent 

in 
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in  religion,  cool  and  (hy  toward  one  another,  and  lofe 
their  former  zeal  for  my-  glory,  truths  and  ways. 

1 1  Battethu  13  But,  as  there  ever  ,  will  he  a  remnant  according  to 

the  bmc  *!**  ele^'ori  of  grace,  who  (hall  not  draw  back  to  peidi- 
OuttU&rcd.  tion  j  fo,  for  your  encouragement,  I  tell  you,  that  who¬ 
ever  Ihail  patiently  bear  thefe  fiery  trials,  and  fhall  ne* 
vertbelefs  perievere  in  the  faith  and  holinefs  of  the  go-' 
fpd  to  the  end  of  that  portion  of  troubles  that  may  be- 
fal  him,  .and  to  the  end  of  his  days  f,  he  fhall  (land 
fair  for  a  prefervatioo,  by  fpecial  providence,  from  the 
extreme  diftreffes  that  will  be  the  total  ruin  of  others, 
and  (hall  certainly,  by  fpecial  grace,  receive  the  end  of 
his  faith,  even  the  Gdvation  of  his  fouL 


■4  And  [hit 
gofpd  of  t  he  k  ing* 
(bm  Ihail  be 
prcxhedin  all  the 
vorlA,  for  a  wit* 
unto  all  na* 
rion*;  and  then 
jhaUthcenfLcbint. 


IS  When  ye 
therefore  Lh*ll  ice 

the  abomination 
of  d  ii  blot  u  n ,  fpo- 
ken  of  by  Da* 
niel  the  propbet, 
ftaqd  in  thr  holy 
plate  ;  (wliofo 
leuktli,  let  him 
uadtrfUnd  :) 

rtf  Then  lot 
them  Which  be  in 
Judea,  flee  into 
the  moon  tains. 


14  And  while  thefe  Troubles  and  perfecutions  are 
fpreading  abroad,  and  fcattering  my  difciples  far  and 
wide,  the  gofpd,  which  is  the  great  charter  of  my  king¬ 
dom  of  grace  and  glory,  (hall  be  publiflied  through  all 
the  Roman  empire,  among  the  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jevist 
thar  it  may  be  a  reftimony  to  my  authority,  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  them  that  believe,  and  for  the  righteous  con* 
fulion  of  them  that  reject  it,  in  all  the  nations  round 
about  you:  And  as  foon  as  this  is  done,  the  Jrwifb 
nation,  together  with  their  city  and  temple,  (hall  be 
utterly  dewoyed.  And,  after  this  gofpel  fhall  have 
had  an  univeilal  fpread  through  all  the  habitable  parts 
of  the  earth,  the  whole  defign  of  God  by  it  (hall  be  fi- 
niflied ;  all  his  el  eel  {hall  be  brought  into  the  kingdom ; 
and  this  world  (hall  come  to  its  final  diflolurion. 

1 5  Whenever  therefore,  as  to  the  firft  of  thefe  pe¬ 
riods  relating  to  the  Jeiuijb  nation,  ye  (hall  fee  the  /to¬ 
man  army  compaffing  the  city  of  Jerufalem,  and  erec-; 
ting  their  ftandard  in  the  holy  land,  which  Darnel  (poke 
of  as  the  abominable  thing  that  makes  dcfolatc  {Dan% 
xi.  31.)  then  let  him  who  reads  Dan'ieV*  prophecy,  un» 
derftand  that  It  will  foon  be  accomplilhed  in  die  confla¬ 
gration  of  Jerusalem  by  that  army. 

1 6  Then,  knowing  that  dje  utter  deftru&ion  of  the 
Jrwifl)  nation  and  polity  is  at  band,  let  them  which-  are 
in  Judea  flee  for  their  lives  to  fome  did  ant  mountains 
or  fecrct-  places,  to  hide  and  (belter  themfelves  from 
the  milerics  from  which  there  will  be  no  other  way  of 
efc^pe. 

17  And 

E  s. 

vengeance  of  Ood  utterly  destroyed  the  wick* 
td  generation  of  the  Jctm.  SLufch  4i£.  111# 
cap.  s/ 

|  It  wu  thes  called,  becnufc  this  army  of 
Uabiroia  ]K«bcn$t  fighting  under  a  banner 
onma^ev,  which  t be  jews  abhorred*  would 
lay  Uanr  temple,  city,  and  country,  dcfpUtc^ 


NOT 

t  When  the  by  their  cruel  perfet 

fttfion*,  had  driyen  the  spoftta  out  of 
the  congregation  of  ihp  faithful  is  Jmfa* 
l*m  were  ordered*  by  &  diftoe  oiadf*  levell¬ 
ed  to  their  mo  ft  approved  men*  u*  depart 
from  thence  to  a  village  beyond  Jbrdp rb  call* 
Faia  j  and  after  they  were  got- thither,  the 


l8a 


rj  Let  btm 
which  ts  an  the 


top,  not 
4owp  to 
tokt  any  thing 
cut  of  hit  hoofe  ; 

it  Netihcr  let 
him  which  is  in 
I bt  field,  r«iqm 
hack  u>  t^kc  his 
clothes. 


ip  And  wem* 
to  them  that  m 
with  child,  and  to 
them  that  the 
iiukia  iho&  days* 

so  Butpnyve 
tbit  ywr  fcigfi; 
be  not  is  the  win* 
ter*  neither  on  the 
lebbefb'day : 


at  For  then 
fctU  hr  great  tii* 
bntatfan,  foch  as 
was  ooc  dace  the 
beginning  of  the 
wofidtothistime# 
*o,  dot  (w  Out) 
be. 

it  Andenctpt 
thofe  days  fboqid 
be  Shortened  » 
there  fliouIA  no 
flefliheftred  £  hit 
for  thtdeto  Jake, 
thole  days '/Stall 
be  iburtued* 


The  EvangeHJl  Matthew  parapbrafed,  Cfa.  xok. 

17  And,  as  this  calamity  will  be  exceeding  Hidden, 
let  not  fach  as  may  be  do.  the  tops  of  their  houfes  when 
the  alarm  comes,  lofe  any  time  by  going  in  to  tale  their 
goods  along  with  them  $ : 

16  Nor  let  fnch  as  may  be  abroad  in  the  fields  venture 
to  go  home  for  their'  doathg  or  any  of  the  moft  valuable 
things  they  have  in  their  houfes ;  bat  let  them  flee,  as 
Lot  did  ont  of  Sodom,  without  any  lingering  or  delay,  as 
ever  they  hope  to  efcape  with  their  lives  in  thofe  days 
of  imminent  danger. 

19  Arid  wo  to  them  who  in  thofe  perilons  times 
(ball  be  uncapable  of  making  a  fpeedy  flight,  fuch  as  wo* 
men  with  child,  and  with  infants  hanging  upon  their 
breaftB !  It  will  be  very  difficult  for  them  and  their  ten* 
der  babes  to  avoid  the  furious  rage  of  the  enemy. 

20  And  (fc)  as  there  will  be  a  needfity  of  the  ut* 
moft  hafte,  beg  of  God  fo  to  order  it  in  his  providence, 
that  ye  may  not  be  called  to  fly  at  the  moft  inconvenient 
and  ondeftrable  times ;  that  it  may  not  be  in  the  win¬ 
ter  feafon,  when  the  days  are  Ihort,  and  the  roads  dirty 
and  incommodious  for  expedition ;  and  beg  that  it  may 
not  be  on  the  (abbath-day,  when  the  Jew}  will  be  apt 
to  flop  your  journey  and  retard  yonr  efcape,’ and  judai- 
zing  Chriftians  to  Icruple  travelling  for  their  own  fafety : 

21  For  as  the  6ns  of  that  time  will  bo  the  moft  ag¬ 
gravated  s  ib  its  terrors  and  mHeries  will  be  the  moft 
dlftreffing  and  {hocking  that  ever  were  felt  by  any  na¬ 
tion  from  the  beginning  of  .the  world  to  tbat  day,  or  ever 
(hall  be  afterwards  till  the  confiimmation  of  all  things. 

22  So  that  if  the  dreadful  calamities  of  thofe  days 
(hould  be  fuffered  to  continue  in  all  their  Severities 
without  reftnint,  it  would  be  impoflibJe  that  any  within 
the  confines  of  Judea  fhauld  furvive  them ;  Hut  God, 
in  his  merciful  providence,  will  order  them  to  be  Ihor- 
ter  than  he  might  rightcoufly  have  determined  and  the 
enemy  defigned,  or  than,  all  things  con  fide  red,  could 
have  been  rjafooably  expe&ed ;  that  his  cleft  which  (hall 
then  be  living,  whether  called  or  uncalled,  may  not  ut¬ 
terly  be  cut  off$  and  that  the  birth  of  a  chofen  face  may 
not  be  prevented,  which  are  afterwards  to  defeend  from 
(brae  of  that  generation,  and  to  be  called  in  their  feafon, 
till  all  the  purpofes  of  his  grace  (hall  be  accomplished 
towards  them. 

*3  If. 

T  E. 

to  the  people  >0  ft***!*  J  and  they  often  had 
Itun  or  ladder*  on  the  ontfidc  of  the  hnde, 
by  which  they  could  go  up  and  down  when 
they  plcafcd,  u  /ceps  plainly  inlinaud, 

AfwtsB.s* 


N  O 

r  j  Hen  bo  plain  allofion  to  the  cvftom  of 
building  the  jtvifi  houtes,  which  were  ge¬ 
nerally  Tow- built,  and  flat-roofed,  hnoam 
with  battlement,  about  liieaft  high :  There 
they  ofed  to  walk,  fit,  convert!:  together,  mo- 
dittt^  end  pray,  aud  ibmctimci  preach  to 


Gh.sxir* 

*1  Tbtnif  any 
Dun  Drill  &y  on¬ 
to  yua,  1,0,  ben 
it  ChiifttOrthcct; 
b  die  vc  if  hoc 

14  for  xhere 
irift  £alfe 
thrifts  an4  filfe 
prophet  t  And 
Dull  (he*  great 
lljns  and  tfon* 
dtrs ,  infonruch 
ihat  (if  **  wre 
potiiklt  )  they 
null  decern  the 
*trjr  de*L 
*5  Bebotd,  I 
Jure  told  foo  be¬ 
fore. 


16  Wherefore 
if  they  fall  fay 
unio  yon,  Behold, 
he  ii  in  the 
i  go  not 
forth;  Behold, A* 
u  in  the  feertt 
chjaibtn  ;  be  - 
litre  if  not-. 


#  *T  For  h  the 
lightning  corned* 
one  of  the  caflt. 
And  fhinetfa  even 
unto  the  weft;  to 
ihitl  aJ(b  the  co¬ 
ming  of  the  Soil 
of  min  be* 


id  For  where* 
fbever  the  oreafe 
it,  there  wilt  the 
eagle*  be  gathered 
together. 


if  Immediate* 
ly  after  the  rrilm*- 
Urion  of  cho& 
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^3  If,  amidft  thofe  tribulations,  it  fhall  be  reported 
by  deluded  or  deGgning  men,  that  in  this  or  the  other 
place  the  Meffiah  is  rifen  up  to  deliver  you  out  of  the 
hands  of  your  enemies  ;  do  not  give  any  credit  to  them, 

24  For  impoftors  will  appear ;  fome  of  which  will 
let  up  for  the  Mcfliah  »  and  others  will  bring  in  perni¬ 
cious  errors,  and  pretend  to  a  prophetic  fpirit,  and  by 
magic  arts,  and  other  fallacies,  will  doj  or  feem  to  do, 
prodigious  feats,  to  the  drawing  away  of  many  ;  and  fo 
firong  will  their  dilutions  be,  that,  were  it  polfible  to 
defeat  tbe  purpose  of  God,  they  would  deceive  the  very 
ele£k  tbemfelves  to  tbeir  perdition. 

25  Behold,  I  now  give  you,  my  profefling  difciples, 
warning  Of  theft  things  beforehand,  that  whenever  they 
appear,  ye  may  neither  be  Humbled  at  them,  nor  milled 
by  them. 

26  If  therefore  any  Jhallfpread  a  report,  and  fay  un¬ 
to  you.  Behold,  the  time  of  falvation  to  Ifrael  is  at 
hand,  the  Meffiah  now  appears  in  a  certain  folicary  wil. 
demels,  that  the  people  may  flock  ta  him  for  deliver* 
ance  from  their  enemies;  do  nof  ye  go  out  to  meet  him: 
Or  tf  tbey  fay,  Behold,  he  conceals  himfelf  in  fome 
private  retirement,  waiting  for  a  fit  opportunity  to  dif- 
eover  himfelf;  do  not  believe  it;  Look  upon  atl  fuch 
reports  as  mere  impofitions.  , 

ay  For  as  lightning  diffufes  and  makes  itfelf  evident 
through  all  places,'  from  one  part  of  the  heavens  to  the 
other,  in  an  infant ;  (0  the  Meffiah  (hall  foddenly  ap¬ 
pear,  with  fiuprifing  power,  to  deltroy  the  Jtwt  thro* 
all  their  land  at  once,  and  to  fpread  his  gofoel  with  ir- 
refiftible  light  and  efficacy,  far  and  wide,  through  the 
earth:  And  lb  his  coming  to  judge  the  world  will  be  at 
tbe  laft  day. 

28  For  as  eagles,  which  are  greedy  of  .their  prey, 

gather  about  a  dead  carcafe  with  tbe  fpeedieft  flight, 
wherever  they  find  it ;  fo  the  Roman  army,  which  hears 
eagles  in  its  enfigns,  will  rufli,  with  impetuous  fwjlt- 
neu,  upon  tbe  expiring  fate  of  tbe  and  feize  it, 

like  a  dead  body,  for  their  prey.  And  innumerable 
converts  will  flock  to  a  crucified  Saviour,  with  all  ala¬ 
crity  and  fpeed,  as  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his 
power.  And,  in  like  manner,  all  the  faints  will  be 
gathered  to  him  with  exceeding  joy,  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  when  the  laft  trump  Ihall  found,  and  tbe 
dead  {hall  be  ratfed. 

29  Immediately  after  the  diftreffing  troubles  that  will 
arife  in  the  days  of  the  Jewi/b  cataflrophe,  fuch  Ihall 
be  tbe  deflation  upon  the  temple  and  Jervfakm,  and 

M  4  tfio 
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days ,  (hall  iii?  the  cities  of  Judea,  and  to  entire  the  fubverGon  of  their 
Aim  bs  darkened,  ecc|efiaftical  and  civil  ft  ate,  that  it  may  be  metaphori- 
jhl.ii  be"  cally  reprefepted  by  the  fun,  moon,  and  liars  loGng 
lij;ht,andthe(hrs  their  light,  and  all  the  oidi nances  of  heaven  being  dil- 
jhall  hll  from  f0]VC(t  M  ^  prophets  ufed  to  exprefe  Inch  confufioos, 
puwvrf  of  the  hea-  (//a.  im.  18.&  xxxir.  4.  Joel  11. 3 1.  *ui.  15.)  1 , and  1m- 
vens  flfaU  be  fliv  mediately  after  like  troubles  toward  the  end  of  the 
world,  tfiere  will  be,  in  a  literal  funfe,  an  amazing 


change  in  all  the  heavenly  bodies,  which  lhail  be  dif* 
folved,  (a  Pet.  iii.  10, — 12,) 

3*  4nd  ihw  30  And  then  the  MciEsh  (hall  make  himfelf  known 
*PPcjr  *n*  in  his  true  charaftcr,  as  a  fign  to  be  admired,  inlfead 
inan^in  hestTcn;  *■  hgn  to  be  fpoken  againft :  .All  the  tribes  of  Ifrad 
■nd  then  Stall  all  (hall  then  be  forced  to  mourn  in  reflexion  on  their  in* 
canhnvnaraf  md  fidelity,  and  on  their  crucifying  him,  and  entailing  his 
they  Stall  f»  the  blood,  in  a  way  of  vengeance,  upon  their  own  and 
Son  of  nmi  ro  their  childrens  beads ;  and  every  one  (hall  have  fuch 
Ado^s  efbaven'  c*ident  difeeveries  of  hicp,  as  will  be  a  full  demonftra* 
vrith  power  and  tioq  of  his  exalted  dignity  and  authority,  to  the  joy  of 
£r<a*  glory*  his  friends,  and  the  confunon  of  his  enemies :  And  thus 


,  .  it  will  be  in  a  ft  ill  more  abundant  manner,  wben  every 
eye  (hall  fee  him  appearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  in  all 
his  majffty  and  glory,  to  judge  the  world  at  the  lail  day. 
it  And  he  31  And,  at  the  tune  of  bis  coming  to  deftroy  Jeru- 
^Is  with  a**  rot  he  will  fend  his  apoftles  and  miniitcis,  as  his 

lrand*of  a*tnlm^  tneflengers,  to  found  the  gofpel-trumpet,  and  proclaim 
pet,  and  they  dull  the  year  of  jubife  among  the  Gentiles  \  and,  by  means 
&{Scr  of  their  prpachW,  yrill  gather  in  his  ckft  to  hlmfclf 
four  wind*,  frotn  and  toms  church,  wherever  they  are  icattered  through 
oite  end  of  hea-  all  quarters  pf  the  earth.  In  like  manner,  at  the  end  of 
ven  to  Uwoihtr.^  ^j,e  he  prill  fend  forth  his  holy  angels,  who  arc 

nuqiftring  fpirits  to  the  heirs  of  Ctlvation  j  and  they, 
with  a  mighty  found,  like  that  of  a  great  trumpet, 
( 1  Cor.  xv.  52.  1  The/,  iv.  itft)  (hall  alarm  a  ftupid  world, 
ami  gather  out,  from  every  nation,  all  the  chofen  and 
palled  of  God,  how  widely  (sever  they  may  be  feutteted 
abroad  under  the  heavens. 


3*  Now  learn 
a  parable  of  (be 
fi^-tnre  When 
Ins  branch  is  yec 
Cct^(tcrt  and  put* 
tL-ih  forth  leaver 
yc  know  that  Aim* 
jner  u  nigh : 

So  likewiib 
'ye,  wKtnycfhall 
fee  *1 1  thefe  thi  ag£, 
knen/  that  it  is 
near,  even  at  tkt 
Uof*t% 

34  .  Verily  T  fyy 
uutu 


32,  33.  Now,  ibf  your  further  information  and  im¬ 
provement  of  thefe  things,  obferve  what  1  am  going  to 
tell  yoq  under  the  following  fimilitude :  As  when  in 
the  fpring  ye  fee  the  tender  (hoots  and  leaves  of  the  fig- 
tree  begin  to  fprour,  ye  are  fure  that  the  fummer  will 
very  Coon  appear }  even  To,  .when  ye  (hall  fee  the  fever.il 
fign®  I  have  been  f peaking  of  come  to  pafs,  ye  may  be 
as  certain  that  the  time  of  my  coming  haftens apace  and 
is  juft  at  hand. 

34  Yea,,  as  to  what  concerns  the  deftruftion  of  the 
Jew r,  and  the  troubles  that  Hall  go  before  it,  I  afTu- 

relly 
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unio  juo,  Ttis  •  redJy  tell  you,  AH  thefe  furpriGng  events  are  already  fo 
ntfCp!ft”tiU  »U  near  approaching,  that  there  are  fome  now  living  who 
theft  thing,  be  (hall  fee  them  come  to-pafs  before  they  die. 
fiiitillaL  35  Ami,  as  to  what  relates  to  the  final  judgment 

euih  SVii  aml  diflolution  of  all  things  j-,  1  allure  you,  A  time  is 
awzy ; ,  hbt  kit  coming,  when  the  prefent  frame  of  the  vifibte  heavens, 
wards  (hall  not  and  oF  the  earth,  (hall  certainly  be  difigived,  tho*  they 
pau  *»ay,  have  continued,  by  the  ordinance  of  God  to  this  day, 
and  it  'naay.fecin  unlikely  that  they  ever  fhouhl  be  de- 
ftroyed  j  but  not  one  word  of  what  I  have  foretold  you 
lhall  ever  .fail  of  its  accompliihment. 
t }«  toof  *«  jfi  But  ..the  time  for  the  deftruction  of  the  world,  at 
tbc  finaJ-  judgment,  not  fo  near  as  ye  may  be  ready 
no,  not  the  an-  to  expect :  Though  there  is  a  day  and  hour  critically 
gds  of  hnvai,  unalterably  appointed  of  God  for  it,  which,  -by 
^L  ray  Flltber  way  of  eminence,  is  called  that  .day yet,  when  this 
{hall  be,,  is  a  fecret  referred  in  his.  own  bofom  :  Nei* 
ther  any  man  on  earth,  nor  the  holy  angels  in  heaven, 
can  find  it  .out  nor  has  my  Father  revealed  it  to  the 
MefGah  himfelf  as  man,  or  as  any  part  of  his  com* 


.  million  for.  making  it  known  to  others,  (See  the  note  on 
Mark  xiti.  32-) 

jt  But  u  th«  37  However,  it  belongs  to  my  commiifion  to  tell 
^Adl^SbTlK  70U>as  *  matter  of  greater  importance,  to  excite  your 
coming  of  the  varchfulnels.aDd  caution,  Thar  the  time  of  my  coming 
Sou  *»f  man  be.  to  judge  thf  world,  of  which  the  deltruclioti  of  the  city 

and  nation  of  the  Jem  is  ah  eminent  type,  will  be  as 
fudden  and  unexpected  to  the  generality  of  mankind,  as 
the  dreadful  defolation  was  upon  the  old  world  in  the 
days  of  Noah, 

ss  For  at  in  38,  39; 'For  qs  in  his  days,  before  the  flood  came, 
»“  P“P!‘  were  worldly  and  fenfual,  fpent  their  time 
they  weiE-dtiiig  andwere  fwaliowed  up  in  the  bufinefs  and  plcafures  of 
and  drinking  ,  life,  flighted  the  warnings  which  Noah  gave  them,  and 
m* G would  believe  nothing  of  their  danger  till  the  very  day 
unut  the  day  that  that  the  deluge  furprifed  and  drowned  them  all  j  fo  it 
h'oe  catered  into  will  he  with  the  unbelieving  Jews  :  They  will  go  on 
*1*39  And  knew  heedfefsly  in  the  way  of  their  own  carnal  hearts,  de- 
not  until  the  flood  fpiGng  oil  the  warnings  which  I  and  my  apoltles  (hall 
•am*,  and  took  give  tnetrf,  till,  before  they  are  aware,  fudden  deftruc* 
foCftaUi lift*  the  uou  will  pome  upon  them,  and  they  cannot  efcape : 
tMiug  of  the  And  fo  it  will  remarkably  be  with  tne  wicked  of  the 
Soa  or  mu  be.  earth,  with  refpeft  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day, 
at  the  end  of  the  world. 

40  Then  Dull  40,  41.  Then  Cod  will  make  a  wonderful  diltin&ion 
two  be- 


NOT  K.' 

f  Here  otir  Lord  f«m*  ro  make  a  tranfittoft  to  wfaat  mote  dire^Uy  and  unoitttfatdy  re 
I  iron  to  hit  corning  to  judge  the  world  at  the  lad  day,  which  he  diicourfe*  on  at  Urge  hi  u.t 
following  chapter,  tice  the  notes  on  A lari  xiii*  ji*  and  Lubz  juci*  33* 


186  The  Evangtlift  Matthew  parapbrafid.  Ckauriv. 
iwoteiitdMfiebi)  between  one  perfon  and  another  ;  Aval  the  deflru£tfon 
ukeT'natLo^  the  !***•  amonK  people  of  the  fame  bufiuefe  and 
iber  left.  circum  Sauces  of  life,  and,  according  to  bumaft  view, 

41  Tm«w«  in  the  fame  danger,  like  two  men  working  together  in 
tt*du*imit^tiii  one  6<*ld,  and  two  women  grinding  together  at  one  mill, 
oae  duU  be  taken,  fome,  by  a  Sovereign  mm  of  providence,  fhall  be 
and  other  utt.  fayed  from  the  dreadful  calamity,  and  others  (halTbe 
left  to  fall  in  it ;  So,-  at  the  day  of  judgment,  feune, 
whom  the  world  could  not  diftinguifh,  and  who  knew 
not  how  to  form  a  certain  judgment  concerning  them* 
felve$,  fl»H  be  adjudged  to  eternal  life ;  and  others  to 
eternal  death,  contrary  to  tbeespe&ation  of  many  about 
them*  ... 

4iW«tdathm>  4a  Since  therefore  fuch  an  awful  day  will  furely 
ft"*!  0010 e»  «id  ye  know  not  when;  it  is  your  great  duty 

vow  Lord  doth  911(1  intereft  to  he  always  obferving  the  tokens,  and 
cone.  living  in  expectation  of  it,  and  to  be  watching  over 

your  own  beans  and  ways,  that  whatever  calamities 
may  befal  you  in  this  world,  and  efpedaUy  whenever 
ye  come  to  die,  and  give  tip  your  accounts  to  God  in 
judgment,  ye  may  not  be  furprifed  into  ruin  before  ye 
are  aware. 

43  But  know  43  And  (n)  confider  ferioufly  how  all  wile  men  ufe 
dw,  that  if  the  {0  behave  in  other  cafes  of  importance:  As  for  inftance, 

fuppofe  any  houfe* keeper  were  to  be  told,  thatin  feme 
in  whit  waich  the  hour  of  the-  night,  though'  it  were  not  certainly  known 
*?“’  which,  his  houfe  would  be  fet  upon  by  thieves  i  fie  would 
worthed  ,  aod  1)6  fQre  to  watch  carefully  all  along,  till  the  danger  fhould 
would  not  have  be  over,  that  they  might  not  break  into  bis  habitation 

and rob  bim‘ 

44  Therefore  44  h  therefore  ftill  more  highly  concerns  you,  in  an 
he  j«  alfo  ready :  affair  of  fo  much  gT eater  moment,  to  be  always  fafe  and 
£if  M  «tiiink  Fovs<lc(1  againft  the  worft :  For  the’  ye  are  allured  that 
not,  the  Son  of  calamitous  days  will  come,  and  that  every  one  of  you 
sun  cometh.  mull  die  and  appear  before  God  in  judgment  \  yet  ye 

know  not  when,  and  may  be  overtaken  by  thefe  awful 
events  at  unawares. 

4;  who  then  45  In  fuch  circunftances  then  as  thefe,  which  I  have 
wife  ^oreW3rne<^  you  of,  who  do  ye  fuppofe  will  be  reckoned 

whom  hi.  Lord '  911  upright  and  prudent  fervant  among  thofe,  whom  his 
hath  made  ruler  Lord  ms  furnifhed  with .  the  knowledge  of  his  will, 
hJS  ^to^dve  aHl*  m2(^e  911  overfeer  in  his  houfe,-  for  diftributing  a 
them'mcj  me»c  portion  *n  feafon  to  every  one  according  to  his  need? 
Icaiba  ?  la  it  not  the  fenrant  that  is  diligent  in  improving  his 

knowledge,  and  all  opportunities  for  a  due  difeharge  of 
his  triift  ? 

44  Btofcd  u  46  That  fervant  is  blefled  indeed  who  fltall  he  found 
foch  a  wife  and  faithful  pwt  in  his  fpiruua)  con* 

cerns, 
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**®"*  u*  *****  cerns,  whenever  his  Lord  Dial!  appear,  be  it  iooner  or 
ft.n  later,  to  execute  any  judgment  on  the  earth  *  and  efpe« 

ing-  dally  wben-lte  (hall  come  to  reckon  with  him  at  death, 

47  VctH?  t £>y  and  at  the  final  judgment, 
unto  iw,  Tim  47  I  afluredlj  tell  you,  that  his  great  Lord  and  Ma- 
be falfnaLehint  fter  wyi  advance  him  to  the  moll  excellent  dignity  and 
puj”0  u  bleffednds,  and  make  him  partaker  of  the  riches  of  the 
41  But  ud  if  glory  of  bis  inheritance,  in  his  everlafting  kingdom. 

fell  ft**  'uTui  .  4®*  ^ut  0,1  l^c  other  band,  he  who  has  been 

i. _ _  intrufted  with  great  gifts  and  talents,  and  opportunities 

debyeth  fait  co-  of  ufefulnefs  in  his  mailer’s  houfe,  fhall  begin  to  think 
.  .  I,  in  his  bean  that  there  is  no  prefent  danger  of  bis  Lord's 
bcptuofmiieiii  crating  bis  iniquities,  or  taking  him  away  by  death 
Mow  •  fernuK,  and  fummoning  him  to  judgement;  and  thereupon  (hall 
•nd  to  cu  and  fcegin  to  revile  bis  fellow-fcrvants  in  the  churcn,and  to 
draoken :  g«e  himfidf  up  to  immorality,  luxury  and  profan  ends: 

to  The  Lord  50,  ci.  The  lord  of  that  unfaithful  and  foolifh  fer- 
Mnt  Wl^  come  cP°n  him  with  a  terrible  furprife,  and 
diyu'hcnhcloQk.  cut  him  off  from  the  land  of  the  living,  and  from  all 
cth  net  for  him,  his  fenfual  pleafures,  in  the  midft  of  his  iecurity  and 
thrt  •Iw'u^not  ^hednels  ?  •  he  will  violently  feparate  his  foul  and 
win  of;  body  by  fot»e  dreadful  Aroke  of  divine  vengeance,  and 

st  And  dull  will  adjudge  him  to  a  (hare  with  the  worn  of  tinners 
w*d  hypocrites  in  the  hotted  place  in  hell,  as  the  juft 
hi,  pontoa  with  reward  of  his' iniquity,  where  he  will  be  diftrefled  with 
the  ■  hypocrite* :  the  bittcreft  lamentation  and  anguifit,  in  the  reflections 
’mxthtg*0,  «nd  °*n  guilty  conlctence,  and  under  the  wrath  of 

gut&ingoftttib.  God  for  ever. 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  clearly  is  the  Mqffiah’s  character  fupported  by  thofe  awful  predictions  that 
have  been  fo  y  accompUfticd  in  the  deJtrafbon  of  JeruJaUm  !  and  with 

what  fblemn  luftre  wilt  it  fidae,  when  every  eyfc  fhall  fee  him  appear  m  the  clout's 
of  heaven,  to  fulfil  tbe  reft,  at  the  contamination  of  all  things!  How  Ottfe  fliotild 
the  external  grandeur  and  diflbtving  glory  of  this  world  affed  us,  efpedaUy  io 
what  relates  to  the  worihip  of  God!  and  how  .much  better  i$  it  to  be  with  Cbnft, 
wherever  he  is,  than  in  the  moft  pompous  temple,  from  whence  he  it  departed 
in  his  great  dHpleafure  l— This  world  is  full  of  troubles,  and  the  people  and  fer- 
vauU  of  God  often  have  a  laige  (bare  of  them  for  his  fake;  but  bow  much  more 
terrHA  difirefa  muft  the  wicked  fuller  for  over  in  the  future  ftate  i  White  there¬ 
fore  tbe  believer  has  good  hopes,  through  grace,  of  efcaplug  the  wrath  to  come, 
no  terrors  oo  earth  Jhoold  dumay  or  turn  Urn  aflde  from  the  faith,  profcJEon, 
andhoHnefsof  the  gofpe];  And  yet  it  U  lawful  for  tbe  difei  plea  of  Cbri  ft  toflceout 
of  the  way  of  their  enemies  rage,  when  the  providence  of  God  gives  them  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  it;  and  he  will  rtftram  and  over-rule  tribulation  and  perfection  them- 
fclves,  to  the  further  advancement  and  iacreafe  of  his  kingdom;  for  in  the  midft 
of  judgment  he  remembers  mercy,  that  he  may  accomplish  the  purpofes  of  his 
grace  to  the  deft,  and  bring  them  fife  at  hft  to  glory.  But  oh  how  many  others 
wilt  lie  miffed  by  the  errors  of  the  wicked,  and  fall  into  perdition  !  And  with 
what  different  fentiments,  and  events,  will  the  fiiut  and  the  fmner  kc  Cbrift  at 
his  coming  to  judgment I  With  what  watchfulneft  and  preparedoefi  then  fhould 
every  one  of  us  be  looking,  and  waiting,  for  it,  that  it  may  not  furprife  us,  before 
we  are  aware,  into  eternal  ccnfufioa  and  mifery !  And  with  what  earueftnefe 

ihouid 
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Ibould  we  pray  for  all  feafopable  appearances  of  providence  and  grace  in  our  fa- 1 
vour,  tlial  we  may  be  Hid  in  tlie  day  of  tbc  Lord’s  anger,  and  may  neither  be 
among  them  whofe  inkpiky  abounds,  or  whofe  love  waxes  cold;  but  may  endure 
to  the  end*  and  be  fared!  Dreadful  will  be  their  cafc>  who,  in  a  day  of  trial  and 
death,  frail  be  found  unfaithful,  whatevertheir  gift*  and  profeffions  maybe:  But 
this  is  the  great  encouragement  and  comfort  of  all  CHriit’s  true  diibiples  and  fer- 
vanta,  that  he  wtli  take  care  to  frelter  them  from  the  wgrft  of  ftorms  in  this 
world,  and  from  eternal  wrath  in  the  next.  Bleffed  are  they  that  (hall  be  found 
faithful  when  their  great  Lord  frail  com£'to  judge  the  worldnt  the  laft  day:  They 
frail  be  owned,  and  crowned  with  immortal  bonoors,  to  their  exceeding  joy. 


CHAP.  XXV. 


A  continuation  cf  Chrifl 1 s  difeourfe*  in  tbi  parable  of  the  ten  virymr, 
I, — 13.  In  the  parable  oj  the  talent  14*— 30*  And  in  adeferip* 
ticn  qf  the  loft  judgment*  31,-46. 


Text. 

Tiitu  Oiall 
d*e  king¬ 
dom  of  hnfrn  he 
likened  unto  -c;i 
viigtn* ,  which 
took  their  limps, 
lud  ventforli  to 
meet  the  bnd*~ 
groom. 


1  And  fi«  of 
tbvm  were  m (e, 
and  five  wm 
fooliftu 


3  They  that 
were  fooiith  took 
their  Umprt  and 
took  no  oil  with 
them: 


Paraphrase: 

A  T  the  awful  time  of  the  MdCah's  appearing  to  take 
vengeance  on  the  obftinate  Jtivsjm  but  more  efpe- 
ciaUy  to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft  day,  the  ftate  of  the 
gofpel- kingdom,  and  the  way  of  God’s  dealing  with  its 
vifible  fobje&s,  may  be  fitly  reprdented  by  this  parable* 
n  Ten  virgins,  who  were  invited  to  a  wedding,  took 
their  lamps,  and  went  out  to  meet  the  bridegroom  f  ;n 
—So  Chrift,  the  bridegroom  of  the  church*  'having  Tec 
tip  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  invited  Jews  and  Gen¬ 
tiles  to  come  and  partake  of  its  bleflings ;  and  many  a~ 
mong  them  profefled  to  be  his  difciples,  to  wait  upon 
him,  and  to  wait  for  him*  at  his  iaft  appearing  to  judg¬ 
ment. 

2  w  Now  five  of  thefe  virgins  were  prudent  and 
thoughtful  j  and  the  other  five  were  inconfiderate  and 
carelefe:”— 5o  feme  of  thofe  that  make  a  profeffion  of 
Chrilt,  being  true  believers,  are  wile  unto  falvadon; 
and  others,  being  merely  nominal  Chriftians*  fooliftily 
deceive  themfelves  with  hypocritical  pretences,  and  a 
formal  profefllon  of  ChriflYname. 

3>  4.  w  The  fool  rib  virgins  took  their  lamps,  without 
any  oil  to  keep  them  burning ;  but  the  wife  took  veficls 
of  oil  with  them,  to  fuppiy  their  lamps,  till  the  bride¬ 
groom 


NOTE. 


t  It  was  a  frrquem  cuflom,  in  thofe  ri roes, 
lo  have  weddings  in  the  night;  when  the 
bridegroom  ufed  10  #>  attended  wkh  hi* 
friend;  to  the  bride's  liuifc,  where  (he  wait¬ 
ed  for  him  with  her  hride-imMs,  who,  when 
they  heard  of  his  approach,  went  out  with 
Limpt  to  light  and  enndud him  into  thehoufe; 
and  the  no m her  of  virgin;  prefeat,'  on  thofe 

oceaGons,  wa*  rddoxn  Msrhantcn _ Though 

this  panbie  rcay  he  tpplitd  particularly  to 
the  Jim* s  ;  y«  1  ukc  it  to  have  a  much  ctoro 


men  five  view,  becaufe  it  feta  out  thiogicom- 
moo  to  all  who,  having  beard  the  gofpel, 
nuke  4  profdTion  of  CtirHi**  name ;  And 
therefore,  to  lave  room,  1  have  paraphrased 
it  Only  tit  I  hi*  light,  which  mantfeftly  in- 
riude*  theothcr;  and  if  any  would  aHo  ap¬ 
ply  it  to  Chrift**  com  log  to  deflroy  Jtrs/fu* 
hntt  a*  a  type  of  the  final  judgment,  hi*  own 
thought*  may  caHJy  add  that  ronfidoatiott 
of  ii. 


_  T 

Ch.  xxv.  The  Evangelijl  Matthew  farafhrajtd. 

4  B«  the  *ife  groom  {hodld-come  So  formal  prdfefiors,  who  mafcc 
a  prefent  Ihew  of  religion,  have  no  ferious  concern  a- 
Jmps.  bout,  andare  deflitute  of,  that  grace  of  God  in  their 

hearts  which  is  necefiary  to  an  acceptable  and  final  per- 
feverance  in  their  holy  profeflkm  •,  but  true  believers  are 
moft  of  all  felicitous  about,  and  are  poflefled  of,  a  real 
principle  of  grace  in  their  own  fouls,  that  they  may  en¬ 
dure  to  the  end  and' be  laved. 

i  mile  the  5  **  In  the  mean  while,  the  bridegroom  not  coming 
bridegroom  tar-  fo  fbon  as  might  have  been  expected,  all  the  virgins 
were  drowfy,  and  fell  afleep:” — So  while  thoughts  of 
Chriffs  coming  to  judgment  reprefent  it  aj  at  a  d&tance, 
the  generality  of  true  believers  themfelvcs  are  apt  to 
(Lacken  their  zeal,  fervour  and  diligence,  and  to  fall 
Into  a  remits,  carelefs,  and  ftupid  frame  of  fpirit;  and 
all  hypocritical  profcJTors  naturally  fink  into  a  deep  deep 
of  carnal  fecurity,  as  if  they  apprehended  that  he  would 
never  appear  at  all. 

(  Asdat  raid-  6,  7.  u  But  (.?■)  at  midnight,  there  was  a  fudden 
sight  tbnc  was  a  loud  alarm,  faying,  Behold,  the  bridegroom  is  juft  at 
Mdmt£\ri£  bandt e°  foAnhj  yf  altering  ant Ifleeping  virgins,  to 
groom  Cometh ;  meet  ham ;  And  they  ail,  being  roufed  by  this  furprifing 
(sputnaiw  fummons,  made  what  haAc  they  could  to  get  their 

"  Then  all  l^P8  ready  to  receive  him.” — So  when  vifible  profeflors 
tfaofi  virgin*  a-  .  are  moft  fecure  and  thoughtlefs,.  and  in  leaft  expefte- 
and  trim-  tion  of  Chrifi*s  coming  to  call  them  to  an  account, 
mol  thds  haps.  fomc  fudden  awful  alarms  of  the  near  approach  of  death 
and  judgment  route  them  out  of  their  floth  and  indo¬ 
lence,  whether  they  be  real  Chriltians  or  not ;  and  both 
forts  are  then  in  a  hurry,  and  concerned  to  appear  with 
fafety,  acceptance,  and  comfort,  hefore  him :  And  thus 
it  will  be  with  many  of  God's  own  people  at  the  laft  day. 

•  AnJ  the  fool-  8  **  And,  in  the  midft  of  all  this  confufion,  the  wife 
ifh  (aid  onKo  the  virgins  having  oil  in-  their  veflels  to  beep  their  lamps 
W'fe’  oil^for  our  burn*ng>  the  foolifh  ones  intreated  that  they  would  give 
iwps*  are  gone  thiSn  fome  of  it,  becaufe  they  themfelvcs  had  none,  and 
out.  their- lamps  were  gone  out.”— So  true  believers,  under 

all  their  aecfcnGons  and  futprife,  will  be  found  to  have 
the  laving  grace  of  God  in  their  hearts,  at  death  and 
judgment,  as  well  as  a  profeffton  of  hj  but  all  hypo¬ 
crites  then,  finding  themfelvcs  deflitute  of  it,  will  be 
in  the  utmoft  diftrefe  j  their  profeflion  will  then  come 
to  nothing,  and  all  the  light  of  their  fpecious  appear¬ 
ances  and  falfe  hopes  will  go  out ;  they  will  then  fee 
their  absolute  need  of  that  grace,  which  hefore  they  were 
carelefs  about ;  and  would  be  glad  to  be  in  the  condition 
of  fincete  Chriltians,  and  to  have  any  help  from  them. 

9  “  1*«  the  wife  virgins  replied,  AVe  cannot  poTibly 
A*  fur- 


#9®  Tbt  Evangefift  Matthew  famphraftd.  Cli.  xxv. 

:  kftOwtc  furoiih  you  with  oil*  having  only  juft  enough,  for  our- 
warfjwfte  felvcsj  but  go  fpeedily  co  them  that  fell  it,  and -there 
*o  y*  nth«r  to  feek  a  luppiy,  as  we  have  done  — So  tint  believers 
3h»  tbit  fcH,  are,  and  will  be  fcnfiblc,  that  they  have  no  more  grace 
Bj^uifioryow-  ^  for  themfclres,  that  all  is  little  enough, 

and  that  they  cannot  communicate  any  to  others,  nor 
have  any  works  of  fapererogation  to  place  to  their  ac* 
count  j  they  will  pity  grace] els  finners,  but  not  be  able 
to  help  them  any  otherwife  than  by  dire&ing  them  to 
the  means  of  grace  which  God  has  appointed  for  dif- 
penling  it,  and  in  an  attendance  on  which  they  them* 
(elves  were  made  partakers  of  it. 

An£  white  jo  M  And  while  the  foolilh  virgins  were,  at  the  laft 
t^T“L'ohuy’  moment,  feeking  after  oil.  the  bridegroom  came;  and 
c«me ;  and  they  they  whole  lamps  were  burning  went  in  with  him  to 
due  wen  rady,  the  maniage-feaft,  upon  which  the  door  was  Ihut:” — 
w™  e"iMrrit«?>  ^orma*  proffftots,  who  have  lived  contentedly  with* 
and  the  dour  wai  out  the  grace  of  God  till  they  find  they  mull  immedt- 
flwt*  ately  appear  before  him,  are  then  all  in  confufion  about 

obtaining  it;  and  while,  too  late,  they  are  feeking  af¬ 
ter  h,  death  and  judgment  feizc  diem,  and  Ihut  diem 
out  of  Ch  rill’s  blefled  manfions  •>  but  true  believers  are 
admitted  into  the  prefence  of  his  glory,  there  to  abide, 
amidft  all  delights,  like  periods  (hut  in  with  him  for  ever. 
■*  A./ier*r»rd  j|(  ja,  *«  After  the  door  was  flint,  the  foolifti  vir- 
STrirtf™.  gins  came,  and  called  earueftly  upon  the  lord  of  the 
ing,  Lord.Lofd,  fcaft,  faying,  We  befceeb  thee  to  admit  us  to  tbewed- 
opco  to  »*.  ding ;  hut  he  replied,  l  afiuredly  tell  you,  I  do  not 
imtnd  and  faid,  1°°*  upon  you  ad  the  companions  of  my  bride,  and  will 
Verily  l  fay  unto  regard  you  no  more  than  perfect  Grangers”— So  pre* 
you,  i  know  you  fumptuous  hypocrites  will  be  very  earneft,  at  death  and 
judgment,  for  admittance  to  heaven :  But  all  their  picas 
will  be  in  vain  ;  Chrift  will  (hew  his  difapprobation  of 
them,  and  utterly  rejetl  them  as  none  of  his. 
j|W*ich  there*  . .  13  Be  ye  therefore  always  wakeful  and  watchful,  left 
Artier  Tfu  any  of  you,  who  profefe  my  name,  be  found  gracelds 
■or  th«  bmr  at  the  day  of  death  and  judgment:  For,  as  l  told  you 
Thcrdu  the  son  before,  (chap.  xxiv.  44.)  ye  do  not  know  the  exafl  time 
mu  com  .  Mefliih  ihall  come  to  call  you  to  a  final  ac¬ 

count  ;  and  if  ye,  like  the  foolifl*  virgins,  Ihall  be  ut¬ 
terly  unprepared  then,  it  will  be  too  late  to  obtain  mer¬ 
cy,  but  ve  muft  be  unavoidably  excluded  from  all  the 
glory  and  the  joys  of  my  prefence  for  ever. 

14  Fortfirifef.  14  For,  to  give  you  a  further  Uluftration  of  the  ftate 
4m  s/  *C9V*.‘  ii  of  the  gofpcj- kingdom,  and  of  the  way  of  God's  'dealing 
inioaf"rni«ntrj^  *n  the  laft  judgment  with  his  profeffing  fervants,  ye 
vbcctllcdhiioKii  may  take  it  in  the  following  fimilitudc.  “  A  certain 
man,  defigning  to  go  into  a  diftant  country,  called  his 

for- 
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fcmoti,  andde-  favants  together,  and  committed  his  money  to  their 


H mediate  then 
hitfMi: 


t(  And  onto 
•ne  be  g«t  five 
tileaie,  in  mo¬ 
ther  two,  tod  to 
mother  oae;  to 
every  nan  X  - 
cotdias  takblo 

!  xSditf  jand 


trad,  that  they  might  manage  and  improve  it  for  his 
life  agaiaft  bis  return.” — :So  Chrift  intimated,  that  be 
Readied  hit  gofpel  wbilft  he  was  on  earth}  and  gave 
gifts  to  hit  apoftlea,  miniftem,  and  private  perfona, 
when  he  tfeended  up  on  high ;  To  fome  he  gave  f  mi¬ 
raculous  powers  and  extraordinary  gifts,  to  tome  the 
means  of  iahation,  and  to  Come  fpecial  and  efitB&tal 
grace }  and,  as  all  things  were  delivered  into  hirfands, 
be  likcwife  diftributed  to  fome  the  bounties  of  .  Provi¬ 
dence,  at  be  pJeafed :  And  all  thefe  he  gave  in  various 
proportions,  that  every  one  might  profit  others  by  them, 
for  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom  and  glory  in  the 
world }  and  when  be  (hall  come  to  judgment  at  the  lad 
day,  he  will  call  them  all  to  an  account  how  they  have 
ufed  and  improved  hit  gifts. 

15  M  Accordingly  he  gave  to  .  one  five  talents,  (fee 
the  note  on  chap,  xviii.  24.)  to  another  two,  to  a  third 
one,  as  might  be  moll  fuitable  to  their  fevers!  Rations 
and  capacities  j  and  having  thus  difpofed  of  his  affairs, 
he  departed  s’1 '—So  Chrift, before  and  after  his  afeenfion 
to  heaven,-  diftributed  his  various  gifts,  in  different 
meafures,  to  minifters  and  private  perfons,  according 
to  their  fcveral  capacities  and  employments,  for  the  e* 
dificatton  of  the  church,  and  promoting  his  intereft  in 
the  world,  till  be  (ball  come  again  to  judgment. 

i6»  17.  u  Then  be,  to  whom  five  talents  were 
given,  immediately  fet  hirofelf  to  trade  with  them, 
and  gained  five  more  y  and  he  who  had  two,  doubled 
them  likewHe  ?’ — So  fome  minifters  and  ChrUtians, 
who  are  faithful  to  their  Lord,  exert  thenifelves  for 
his  glory  2nd  the  good  of  his  people,  by  a  fuitaUe  im¬ 
provement  of  his  gifts  and  graces,  in  fome  proportion 
to  the  aififtances  and  opportunities  he  affords  them. 

18  **  But  the  fervant,  who  received  one  raknt,  bu¬ 
ried  it  in  the  earth,  and  made  no  life  of  it  for  any  ad¬ 
vantage  to  faimfelf  or  others  ■.”**&>  gracelefs  minifters  and 
prafcfibf*  make  no  good  improvement  of  the  fpiritual 
gifts  and  -means  of  grace,  or  bounties  of  providence, 
which  Chrift  heftows  on  them }  hut  hmy  all  their  talents 
in  earthly  things,  are  carelefs  about  his  honour  and  in- 
icreft,  and  are  flothful  and  unprofitable  to  themfclves 
and  to  all  about  them. 

19  **  Tbe  lord  of  theft  fervants,  after  he  had  been 

gone 

N  O  T  £. 

J  Tbb  puabkiecai  moft  ioimaitudy  to  rarer  ike  ratal*  gjftsuid  power*  which  Chrift 
bettoVtd  on  bjr  pnrfcJTed  diieipWi  before  hi*  xTranfon  to  heewo  ;  bin  may  be  extruded  to 
*U  hie  dlfpcniattoae  of  providence  and  grace,  call  be  Anil  come  agvn.  Stt  :lie  note  on 
Lair  ail.  13. 


ftnigheway  took 
his  journey. 


li  Ttei  U 
that  had  received 
tbe  die  taking 
Webt  and  traded 
wick  tbs  fise, 


tabaftvs  ukm*. 

IT  AAd  Ito- 
wi to  he  rbat  Lad 
rtcavti  two,  he 
■lib  tdond  other 
twS.  1 

,9  fen  he  that 
bad  received  one, 
vdxaftd  digged 
fatlMesnb,  md 
SilGiM’ins- 
nej. 


ip  After*  lofl^ 


the  lord  < 
chafe 


T9*  the  Evangefiji  Matthew  parapbraftd.  Ch.  xxv. 


rtioft  fcrrant*  co- 
mcth,  and  rec- 
koaethttiththem. 


a-o  Atad  ib  he 
that  haf  recdved 
fire  ttleVU,  came 
uu!  brought  o- 
ther  five  talents, 
ftpng  i  , 

thou  dtlivtrodA 


gone  a  great  while  from  them,  returned,  and  required 
every  one  to  give  an  account  of  what  he  had  done  with 
his  iqoney — So,  at  the  end  of  the  world,  Chrift  will 
appear  the  fecoud  time,  and  fa  mm  on  all  mankind  before 
him,  tfperially  thofe  that  have  enjoyed  the  gofpel,  to 
give  an  account  of  what  ule  they  have  made  of  the  va¬ 
rious  gifts  he  has  bellowed  upon  them. 

ao,2l.  “  And  he  who  had-  five  talents  came 
and  bringing  five  more,  faid.  Lord,  1  gratefully  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  tbou  entruftedfl:  me  with  five  talents  ; 
behold  the  happy  increafe!  By  trading  with  thefe,  I 

iu-ni  _ ^  have  gained  another  five.  His  lord  replied  with  appro* 

unto  me  live  ta-  bation.  You  have  proved  voorfelf  to  be  a  diligent  and 
lent*}  behold,  l  faithful  fteward,  in  employing  thofe  fmall  fums  for  the 
purpofes  for  which  1  gave  them ;  I  will  beftow  upon 
you  dill  more  abundant  riches  antf  honours,  that  you 
may  be  as  happy  as  my  favour  can  make  you."- -So, 
at  Chrift’s  fecond  coming,  his  faithful  fervants  and  dif- 
ciples,  and  particularly  fuch  as  have  been  mod  eminent 
in  his  church,  will  thankfully  own  the  grace  that  fitted 
and  qualified  them  for  his  tervice,  and  that  was  not  be- 
dowed  in  vain,  but  dirred  them  up  to  diligence,  and 
turned  to  good  account :  And  be'  will  puhlidy  and 
kindly  accept  their  labours  of  love  for  bis  name’s  fake, 
owning  them  to  be  evident  proofs  of  his  grace  in  them, 
and  of  their  fidelity  to  him ;  and,  in  the  riches  of  his  li¬ 
berality,  will  advance  them  to  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in  lights  and  let  them  on  thrones  of  glory;  where, 
according  to  their  utmoft  capacities,  they  Inal!  enter 
Into,  and  he  furrounded  with,  all  poffible  blefledneft 
and  exalted  delights,  refulting  from  his  prefence  and 
favour,  in  a  participation  of  bis  own  immortal  joys. 

22,  23.  **  Then  he  who  had  received  two  talents 
came,  and,  bringing  two  more,  made  the  like  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  ford’s  favour,  and  of  a  proportionable 
increafe  by  means  of  his  trading  with  them :  And  his 
lord  replied  with  like  approbation  of  him,  and  aflurancet 
of  the  great  things  which  he  would  further  beftow  upon 
him.”— So  when  others  of  Chrift’s  faithful  femnts  and 
difciples,  of  lower  attainments,  appear  before  his  judg¬ 
ment-feat  to  give  up  their  accounts,  they,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  with  the  reft,  will  thankfully  own  his  favour,  and 
its  blefled  eftefts  on  them ;  and  he  will  alfo  freely  ac¬ 
cept  and  own  their  fervices,  in  tfieir  meafure,  as  equal 
proofs  of  the  truth  of  his  grace  in  them,  and  of  their 
faithfulneis  to  him ;  and  will  advance  them  to  glory 
and  bieflednefs,  as  high  as  they  may  be  capable  of,  in 
his  everlaftirg  prefence  and  love;  where  they  will  plunge 

into. 


have  fiinrd  be- 
lidesthcm  five  ia- 
knts  more. 

1 1  His  lord  faid 
unto  him,  Wdl 
rione,  thou  good 
and  faithful  Ar¬ 
rant;  thou  hart 
Iwn  faithfulnvcr 
a  few  things,  T 
wilt  make  thee 
enter  over  many 
t  Jungs :  enter  thoo 
into  the  joy  of 
thy  toed. 


11  Healfochat 
had  received  two 
talents.  Came  and 
fan!,  l.ord,  thou 
ddimmlft  unto 
two  talents; 
behold,  I  have 
gained  two  o  * 
thrr  talents  be- 
fide*  them. 

*3  Hw  lord  faid 
unto  him,  Wdl 
done,  mod  and 
fciirhfuf  fenaot; 
tfmo  h aft  been 
faithful  over  a 
f*--w  things,  I  will 
make  thee  ruler 
ovVTttiany  things: 
etter  thou  into 
the  joy  of  thy 
btl 


Ch.  xscv. 


14  Then,  he 

*hich  had  rccvi- 
vcdtheoocftL'nt, 
CMt  and  laid, 
Lord,  Fknc*thec 
chac  thou  art  an 
hard  Bun,  reap¬ 
ing  vfcert  thou 
hafl  not  fewn^ind 
ftfherjdj  whtft 
thou  hart  not 
(Ira wed:  - 
*$  And  l  wu 
ifraidr  »d  went 
and  hid  thy  taknt 
in  the  earth  ;  k>t 
there  thou  halt 
V-,11  h  ihinc. 


id  Hit  Iordan^ 
fwotd  -and  fail) 
uirto  him,  Thou 
wicked  and  (loth- 
fill  (ervantf  thou 
kutweft  that  l 
reap  where  1  fow- 
cd  n «T  and  g*1 
thcr  whert  f  hwrt 
doc  Unwed  3 
17  Thou  ought- 
eft  therefore  to 
have  put  mj  mo¬ 
ney  to-  the  ex¬ 
changers  >  and 
then,  at  ov  Co¬ 
ming  l  ftwuld 
h;ive  '  received 
mine  own  with 
ufury. 


Vol*  I. 
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into,  and  be  {wallowed  up  in,  3  bound! els  ocean  of  on* 
utterable  joy,  which  he  will  give  them  in  communion 
with  himfelf. 

14,  25-  u  At  lalt  he  who  bad  received  one  talent 
came,  and  excufcd  his  own  floth  by  an  unjuft  rrilc&ion 
upon  bt$  lord,,  faying,  I  apprehended  thee  to  be  a  fevere 
mailer,  'who  demanded!!'  more  than  thou  gavell,  like 
one.who,  according  to  the  proverb,  would  reap  where 
he  had  not  town,  and  gather  corn  where  he  had  never 
fcattered  feed ;  and  fo  1  dreaded  thy  auftcrity,  and  would 
not  venture  to  make  any  ufc  of  thy  talent,  but  buried 
it  lb  the  earth :  Behold,  here  is  the  money  thou  gave  ft 
me,  and  1  hope  thou  wilt  not  infift  on  more/’1— So,  af¬ 
ter  the  judgment  of  the  righteous,  Chrilt  will  call -the 
wicked  to  an  account:  And  gracelefs  mtnifters  and 
people,  who  have  only  the  bounties  of  providence,  and 
gofpei-gifts  and  ^privileges,  are  apt-  to  entertain  bard 
thoughts  of  God,  and  to  exenfe  their  own  finful  negle&s 
by  unjull  reflections  upon  him,  as  if  he  demanded  more 
of  them  than  be  had  ever  given,  or  would  giv.e,  and  a* 
bility  to  perform;  and  therefore  they  refolve  to  bury 
their  minds  in  earthly  things,  and  yield  themfelves  up 
to  (lothfulnefs  in  religion ;  and  they  hope  to  come  off, 
in  the  day  of  judgment,  becaufe  they  are  not  fo  wicked 
as  fome  others,  and  have  done  no  grear  harm  tho’  they 
h'ave  done  no  good. 

26,  27.  tte  But  his  lord  replied,  Thou  perSerfe  and 
idle  drone;  it  h  plain  by  your  own  confelBon,  that  you 
knew  .1  expeded  an  improvement  of  tbc  money  1  left 
with  you ;  and  therefore,  if  you  would  not  trade  with 
•it  in  hopes  of  a  greater  increafe,  you  ought’  at  lead  to 
have  put  it  out  to  tbc  banker,  that  at  my  return  I  might 
have  received  mine  own  with  common  intereft  f.”— * 
So,  in  the  great  day  of  account,  Chrift  wilt  fay  to  the 
unprofitable,  whom  be  deems  "to  be  a  flothful  and  wick¬ 
ed  Servant,  If  you  unrighteotffly  imagined  that  I  was 
fevere  in  requiring  more  than  I  gave,  how  durlt  you 
ueglett  an  improvement  of  what  you  own  I  bellowed 
upon  you  }  or  how  could  you  think  that  I  would  not 
infift  on  an  improvement  of  that  ?  and  who  told  you, 
that  I  would  not  have  rendered  your  attempts  effectual, 
had  you  made  the  bed  ufc  you  could  of  fuch  advantages 
as  I.  favoured  you  with  beyond  what  you  deferved 
could  have  demanded  r  This  therefore  is  all  frivolous  and" 
abufive  pretence,  and  ihould  rather.have  been  an  argu¬ 
ment  for  diligence  than  for  doth;  but  that  which  real* 
t  N  ly 


HOT  K. 

f  Pottinp  monfj  f>ut  to  ufc  wxs  cuftix^rry  in  iJ.tffc  iltyi ;  iod  CJiriH  ;.trt  SrCms  to  dir 
Ip*  a  IU  attrwit  to  be  icav^d  fto  it  * 


*94 


il  Talwtfcfhe* 
fore  the  ulrac 

fr&in  Mvn,  and, 
give  if  unro  him 
vhich  Juih  ten 
ukhis. 


*9  For  wntrt 
wsry  oKc  ihtt 
fiatU  lldl  bz  gi- 

vm,  aivl  he  (ball 
have  abnodance : 
but  from  himtKu 
hnt  Ibill  ht 
taken  auray,  even 
Jut  which  be 
biilii. 


30  AaiTraftyc 

•he  uaprufirabJc 
fervmt  into  onto' 
diirhneft  :  there 
(hall  be  weeping 
and  gnalhing  of 
lecth, 

31  When  the 


Son  of  man  Hull 
Come  in  his  gb- 
jy,  and  :t)Il:hAp- 
hf  angels  »ith 

Lim,  then  fti&U 
he  lit  iijhtti  the 
t hrohe  of  bis  glo- 

•y* 
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IjT  moved  you  to  negle£t  my  fervice*  was  your  own  in* 
doknee  and  did  ike  of  it*  and  not  your  want  of  ability 
for  it. 

28  tc  Then  the  lord  of  thefe  fervants  ordered  the 
fingie  talent  to  be  taken  away  from  bim  who  bad  made 
no  ofe  of  it*  and  given,  tohim  who  had  been  mod  re¬ 
markably  faithful  and  labor iouft  unto  the  doubling  of. his 
five  talents So  Chrifl  will  (trip  gracelefs  perfcos* 
whether  miniftefs  or  people*  of  all  the  good  things  he 
bellowed  upon  them  ;  and  will  add  Ggnal  bleflings  to 
them  that  are  eminently  Jaithful-and  diligent  hi  the  ex- 
ercife  of  their  gifts  and  graces  for  his  glory  and  the  good 
of  the  church* 

29  For  f  as  every  one  who  has  grace  and  other  gifts* 
and  by  their  influence  nvakesa  careful  improvement  of 
them*  may  depend  upon  an  increak  of  thefe  and  other 
bleflings,  with  abundance  of  comfort  in  them  on  earth  ; 
fo  lie  (hall  be  crowned  with  all  the  riches  of  a  glorious 
and  everlafting  inheritance  in  heaven :  But  as  be  that 
has  only  the  gifts  of  providence  and  of  gafpel- privileges* 
and  makes  no  better  ufe  of  them  than  if  he  really  bad 
them  not*  may  expert  to  be  one  wfey  or  ocher  trialled 
before  he  dies ;  fo  he  (hall  be  utterly  deprived  of  all 
good  things  that  be  bad*  or  feemed  to  have*  for  ever  in 
the  day  of  account.  " 

30  And  then  the  great  Judge  of  all  will  order  the 
idle*  ulelefs*  and  wicked  fenrant*  to  be  caft  into  the 
dreadful  darkuek  and  horror  of  an  eternal  hell;  where 
he  (hall  have  bitter  lamentation  and  wo*  with  endlefs 
rage  and  agony*  as  the  juft  punifhment  of  his  fin. 

3 1. *  Now  when  tbc  MdTiah*  who  condefcended  to 


take  upon  h<m  the  nature  of  man*  (hall  appear  to  make 
thefe  various  +  retributions,  he  will  come*  not  only  in 
the  glory  of  bus  Father*  (chap,  xvu  27.).  Alining  in  all 
the  perfections  of  flic  Godhead  j  bur  Hhewile  iu  the  tr¬ 
ailed  honours  that  are  peculiar  to  his  perfon  and  office 
as  Mediator  and  Judge  of  the  world*  and  with  a  bright 
retinue  of  an  innumerable  company  of  angels  as  his 
magnificent  train  and  miniftersof  (late  to  execute  his 
commands ;  and  ihen  wiJ]  he  Gt  in  3  yiGble  manner* 
with  awful  majelly  and  grandeur*  upon  his  illuftrious 
throne*  which  he  has  prepared  for  judgment. 

32  And  all  mankind*  high  and  low*  young  and  old* 
faints  and  finnei  s*  .JTinrj  and  Gentiles^  of  all  nations* 

(hall 

WOT  V 

3  little  donbtFui  tf>  me,  whether  this  verii'  be  s  conrinttitiaii  0r  nrW  Chrift  will 

"ft**  t,e  *“  Ca  0111  lhtl  8CHe«J  methoJ  hw  rtilpeu- 

,Krte  J1Kl  kr,aft"  i  auJ  l litait-K  I  rn  L  £>vt(i  iurii  *  lime  js  may  take  in  b«T 


■  31  And  before 
Bim  ftiat!  be  ga- 
thei'dlfril  rtstioi^t: 

1*1  ll 
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■tfd  tetoaU  fcp*-  {ball  be  brought  before  his  judgment  Teat  to  give  an  ac- 
from  aether™*  COUTlt  of  themfelves  to  Uou;  arid  he  (halt  feparate  the 
1  fhephenfdivw  righteous  from  the  wicked,  as  a  fhephetd  ufes  to  fever 
d«h  itecp  his  fheep  from  the  goats; 

U  j^AnHhea^fl  33  And  he  will  fet  his  chdferi  and  called  in  an  ho- 
fet  die  ttccp  oit  nourable  Gniation,  at  his  right  hand*  as  his  dear  pro* 
hU  right  hand*  perty,  that  were  given  to  him  by  the  Father^  redeemed 
dte  uSu  00  by  bis  blood,  and  tan&ifusd  by  his  Spirit  ;  but  the  wick¬ 
ed  hcwUl  fet,  in  *  place  of  difhonour  and  difgrace,  at 
his  left  band,  as  filthy  and  abominable  creatures!  like 
goats,  who  loved,  and  lived,  and  died  in  fin^  and  are 
none  of  his. 


34  Then  frill 
the  Kipg  lay  Orv- 
to  them  on  his 
right  Ii and  , 
Come,  ye  bkflod 
flf  my  Father*  in¬ 
herit  the  king* 
4on\  prepared  for 
yon  from  the 
foundation  of  the 
world* 


For  I  was 
i -hundred,  and 
r  gave  me  meat  i 
wagtbtrfty,  and 
:  gave  roe  drink ; 
W2»  a  ll ranger, 
id  ye  took  me 

jtf  Haled,  and ' 
:  cluthcd  me ;  1 
as  fick,  and  ye* 
fitedme :  I  wif 
prdbn,  and  ye 
roc  unto  me. 


37  Then  (hall 
the  righteous  an* 
fucr  him,  tying, 
Lord*  when  faii 
we  thee  an-ltun* 
gred,  aud  red. 
thee?  or  thirsty, 
and  gave  llw 
drhtk  ? 

Whn  IW 

VkTti 


34  Then,  having  made  this  reparation  between  them, 
and  put  them  into  diliincl  companies,  the  royal  Judge 
will  proceed  to  pafs  fenrence,  firlt  on  the  company  at 
his  right  hand,  faying  to  them,,  with  the  authority  of  a 
king,  whofe  word  is  with  power  and  fhall  take  efFe£t, 
and  with  all  the  endearments  of  a  finding  afoett  and 
affe&ionare  voice,  **  Come  hither,  O  ye  blefled  of  my 
Father,  who  have  found  grace  in  his  fight,  whom  he 
has  blefled  and  will  bids,  as  be  is  my  Father,  anil  a 
Father  of  mercies  to  you  on  my  account  jtake  pofleffion 
of  all  pofGhlo  glory  and  bleifedner$f  riches  and  delights, 
in  the  heaven  of  heavens,  as  an  inheritance  of  grace, 
by  right  of  adoption,  which  he  has  provided  for  you  in 
his  everlafting  counfels  and  free  appointments,  and 
Which  he  prepared  for  your  ufe  from  the  beginning  of 
time,  when  he  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth. 

35,  36.  4‘  For  the  tokens  of  my  fheep,  to  whom  this 
kingdom  belongs,  are  found  upon  you  :  Ye  have  ufed 
the  talents  I  gave  you,  for  my  glory,  and  my  peopled 
good  $  and  the  evident  fruit  of  your  faith  and  Jove, 
which  prove  their  fincerity,  appear  in  this.  That,  when 
1  was  hungry  and  thirfty,  ye  gave  me  meat  and  drink j 
when  I  was  in  ftraits  and  difficulties,  as  a  ftranger,  ye 
courteoully  entertained  me  ;  when  I  wanted  cloaths  to 
cover  and  warm  me#  ye  provided  them  for  me;  when 
1  was  lick,  (tjrnrx*4«M^)  ye  paid  me  kind^rid  compaffionate 
vifits;  and  when  I  was  thrown  into  jail  for  the  gofpeFs 
fake,  ye  came  to  relieve  and  comfort  me.” 

27*  38*  39;  Then  the  righteous  will  anfwer,  with  aH 
humility*  like  perfons  amazed*  and,  as  it  were,  put  to 
a  holy  blufh,  to  think  that  fo  gracions  and  honourable 
a  notice  ihould  be  taken  of  fiich  poor  tittle  mean  fer- 
vices  as  theirs,  *  Lord,  how  is  it  thatthou  Ihouldeft  put 
■fucli  a  furprififrgly  favourable  conftrudtion,  beyond  all 
our  deftTt,  on  any  thing  tiiat  ever  was,'  done. by  us,  meffc 
of  whom  never  /aw  thee  in  the  fijfli  t  V,r!>cn  had  v.e 
1  epj>«- 
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u-e  t!:es  a  Gran¬ 
ger,  and  took  tktt 
In  ?  or  naked, 
tad  clotW  tbit? 

JO  OrwSicntaw 

wethee  ftckt6riu 
prifoa,  andc*n>e 
unco  rhoc  ? 

40  Aiul  the 
King  ftnll  an- 
fw*rt  and  Ur  frn- 
to  (heiti.  Verity  I 
Jj)T  nnco  yuu,  hi 
a*  much  as  ye 
Hive  done  it  uaro 
trie  of  the  bfl 
of  tbcfc  my  bre¬ 
thren,  yi?  havt 
4ooe  it  unto  me* 


4*  Then  Au!L 
fce  fiy  alio  unto 
them  on  the  left 
hand  r  Depart 
from  me,  yc  tur¬ 
fed,  into  everbft- 
ing  fire,  prejured 
for  the  devil  anil 
hie  Jitgds* 


opportunity  of  eycr  performing  any  of  thefe  dutiful  of* 
ficcs  of  kindnefs  and  charity,  and  thereby  testifying  our 
love  to  thee,  as  hungry,  or  thirfty,  or  a  (banger,  who 
needed  relief,  or  as  naked,  fick,  and  in  prifon  ?  Surely 
nothing  we  hare  ever  done. can  be  worthy  of  fo  high  an 
encomium,  much  lets  of  fo  glorious  a  reward  !* 

40  But  Chrift,  like  a  king,  who  will  then  appear  to 
difplay  the  glory  of  his  grace  as  well  as  of  bis  righteouf- 
nefs,  will  reply,  As  I  know  how  your  hearts  Itood 
affected  toward  me,  and  how  all  your  works  and  la¬ 
bours  of  love  were  -  performed  for  my  fake  and  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  my  command ;  the  interpretation  I  have  given 
of  your  actions,  by  their  principles,  Is  a  righteous 
judgment;  and  I  will  put  the  belt  conflru&ion  upon 
them  to. your  advantage :  Therefore  I  affliredly  tell  you, 
that  fince  ye  have  done  thefe  things  to  one  or  other, 
though  it  were  only  to  the  meaneft,  of  thefe  my  mem¬ 
bers  and  fervants,  whom  ye  now  fee  at  my  right  hand, 
and  whom  I  reckon  as  my  brethren,  I  judge  what  ye 
did  to  them,  becaufc  of  their  relation  to  me,  as  done 
to  myfelf ;  and  all  this  I  place  to  my  own  account,  that 
as  ye  therein  owned  and  honoured  me  before  men,  (b  I 
may  now  own  and  -honour  you  in  the  prefence  of  my 
Father  and  of  his  holy  angels." 

41  After  this, 'Chrift  will  turn  to  the  company  of  the 
wicked  oil  his  left  hand,  and  pafs  fentence  upon  them, 
faying,  with  dreadful  majefty  in  his  voice  and  counte¬ 
nance,  “  Depart  from  my  blcfted  and  glorious  prefence, 
ye  impenitent  unbelieving  fmners,  who  lie  under  the 
righteous  curie  of  a  broken  law  for  your  iniquities ;  1 
will  be  no  Saviour  to  you,  who  rejefted  me,  and  perfifted 
in  yonr  fins ;  but  as  ye  have  chofen  the  fervice,  and  done 
the  work,  of  the  prince  of  darknefs,  and  of  the  reft  of 
the  apoftate  fpirits  whom  he  employed  to  (educe  you,  I 
bow  bani(h  you  from  my  prefence,  to  keep  them  com¬ 
pany,  and  to  fulFer  with  them  the  everiafting  torments  of 
that  unquenchable  fire  which  incenfed  juftice  originally 
prepared  for  them.  And  this  is  a  righteous  fentence 


Upon  you : 

**■  ***  *  w“  41,  43*  “  For  ye  have  the  plain  marks  of  apoltafy, 
jv  gavtf^me^o  impenitence,  and  unbelief,  upon  you:  It  evidently  ap- 
,ne»:  j  w»sthir-  pears,  that  ye  have  hid  my  talents,  and  made  no  good 
^'nedifakF™  U^C  °  *  *hat  ye  have  been  unfaithful  to  your  trufts, 

*4j  I.  was  ' »  are  none  of  mine  ;  in  that,  when  I  was  hungry  and 
ftranger,  ami  ye  thirfty,  ye  gave  mt  neither  meat  nor  dlink;  when  I  was 
tpok  rae  Boi  m  =  in  ftraits  and  difficulties,  as  a  ftmncer,  ye  gave  me  no 
cImImI  me  not:  entertainments  when  I  wanted  cioaths  to  cover  and 
fick,  warm  me,  yc  would  not  be  at  any  expence  to  provide 

them 
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them  for  me;  when  I  was  lick,  ye  never  came  to  {hew 
any  kindnefa  or  compoffion  to  me ;  and  when,  for' the 
fake  of  the  gofpd,  I  was  call  into  prifon,  ye  never  came 
to  relieve  or  comfort  me*" 

44  Then  the  wicked  will  anftvcr  in  their  turn,  with 

a  defign  to  excufe  and  juftiiy  themfeives,  faying,  like 
perfons  all  in  confhlion  and  hurry,  *  Lord*  when  did 
we  ever  fee  thee  hungry,  or  thirfty,  or;a’  ftrariger,  or  na* 
ked,  or  lick,  or  in  prtfon,  anti  did  not  perform  the  offices 
of  kinrinda  and  charity  to  thee  which  fuch  ctrcumfhnces 
called  for  ?  Our  eyes  never  behdd  thee  in  fuch  want  and 
neceffity,  and  we  never  refufed  to  communicate  to  thy 
relief/  V 

45  But  Chrift  will  reply,  u  I,  who  know  your  hearts, 
and  all  your  principles  and  defigns,  afluredly  tell  you. 
That  as,  for  want  of  love  to  me,  and  of  due  regard  to 
my  commands,  ye  tlefpiftd  one  or  other  of  thefe  my 
brethren  whom  ye  now  fee  at  my  right  hand,  and  would 
not  do  the  before*- mentioned  things  to  them  for  my  fake, 
as  induced  thereunto  by  their  relation  to  me  j  I  judge 
righteous  judgment,  in  reckoning  your  negleft  of  them 
as  a  difaffeftion  to  myfdf :  My  fcntence  therefore  {halt 
{land,” 

46  And,  in  purfuance  of  thefe  different  awards,  from 
which  there  is  no  appeal,  thefe  wicked  ahd  juitly  ac* 
curfetl  creatures  {hall  deport  from  my  bJefled  prefenco 
into  evcrlafting  deftrudion  :  But  the  righteous  ihall  in* 
hcrit  the  kingdom,  which  confifts  in  a  complete  poflef- 
Con  of  everlasting  life  and  bldfcdncfs, 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

Oh  the  ineftitnsttc  worth  of  true  grace  in  the  heart  !  When  it  is  at  the  lowelt 
ebb  there,  it  iwrverthdcfc  makes  a  wide  difference  between  real  believers,  and 
mere  proifflbn  of  tlie  gofpei*  Though  this  may  tomettmes  not  he  diicerued  now, 
it  will  certainly  appear  in  the  day  gf judgment,  when  the  grace  that  ia  fo  one 
will  not  profit  another,  nor  pretences  paft  for  realities;  hut  every  one  tmift.givv 
an  account  of  himfelf  to  God,  And  oh  with  what  awful  majefly  ami  glory  will 
the  Lent  JHus  appear,  when  be  comes  to  judge  the  world  at  the  la  ft  day  I  VVb.it. 
a  vaft  affembly  will  then  be  gathered  together  before  his  tribunal!  And  what  a 
dreadful  difappoiotmeni  will  fame  meet  with  there,  who  deceived  thcuiMvcs 
with  vain  hopes  here!  Chrift  will  then  feparate  between  the  precious  and  the  vile; 
will  lay  them  all  open  in  a  clear  light,  with  regard  to  their  governing  principles 
and  views,  as  weft  as  the  comic  of  their  lives;  and  will  judge  them  upon  the  toot 
of  proper  evidence,  and  reward  them  according  to  their  refpe&ive  works  as  they 
fhwl  witnefa  for  or  againft  them-  Wo  to  all  thofc  that  take  op  with  a  formal  hy¬ 
pocritical  pmfeJBon;  that  entertain  hard  thoughts  of  God,  and  fo  negleft  the 
trufts  committed  to  them;  or  that  go  about  to  acpufe  him,  and  txcufc  themfelves! 
"Hie  great  Judge  of  aB  will  difeover  even  their  molt  fecrct  iniquity;  will  confine 
and  pour  confuiion  upon  them,  for  their  falfe  picas  either  of  innocence  or  of  want 
of  proper  afiiftance  and  encouragement;  and,  as  the  juft  reward  of  their  fin  and 
noth,  will  hauiih  them  his  delightful  prefence,  and  take  everUflmg  vengeance  up¬ 
on  them.  But  blcffed  are  they  that  have  the  grao;  gf  God  in  truth,  ai:d  are  there- 

'  N  a  by 


Ch.  xxv* 

iictf  and  in  pri- 
Jon,  ?ad  ye  ?iJk- 
cd  me  not. 


44.  Hicn  Hull 
thry  alfo  aniwer 
him  ,  laying  , 
Lord,  *hcu  {aw 
vc  due  an-huu- 
gretl,  ora'tliirft, 
ft1  a  ftraugcr,  or 
naked,  or  iwk,of 
in  pri£>a,an<Ldbl 
not  niu!llcr  iidw 
thee? 

45  Then  Ihall 
he  anfwer  them, 
faying*  Ycrily  t 

fay  unto  you,  fo 
a5  much  a*  ye  did 
is  uot  to  one  of 
the  Iraft  of  thefe, 
ye  did  U  nut  to 
me. 


4 6  .  And  thefe 
ftu'l  go  away  in- 
tOL-vcflaftii.g  pu- 
niihmeju;  Initthe 
righteous  into  life 
eternal. 
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by  inclined  and  custblcd  to  be  faithful  in  the  difebarge  of  the  duties  of  their  fta- 
t\om>  whether  their  taUoi&  be  more  or  lefe.  CltrsA  wiU  take  a  kind  arid  graci¬ 
ous  notice  of  I11;  wort  in  them,  and  even  of  the  leaft  of  their  upright  fcrricct  for 
him:  And  while  they  will  think  meanly  of  thdr  beft  performance*;  and  difefaim 
all  merit  by  them  in  the  great  day,  he  will  mate  tlie  heft  of  them  in  their  favour; 
and  in  the  rich  abundance  of  his  grace  will  admit  them  into  his  blefled  preferetr, 
amlcrown  them  With  immortal  hwmr*  to -their  utmoft  falisfadioti  and  joy,  id 
hi?  cvednAi»g  kingdom. 


CHAP,  XXVI. 

The  Jews  confpire  again  ft  Cbriftt  I  ,—J*  A  woman  anoints  bis  head* 
6)~\  3*  Judas  fills  him,  14, — 16.  Chrijt  eaU  his  iaft  pajfover  with 
the  d.feipks^  17,-25.  Inftitutes  bis  /upper ,  and  farteh  bis  di/eipks 
firfaking)  and  Peter* r  denying  bim ,  26,-37.  dHs  agony  in  the  gar* 
den9  36, — 46.  Judiis  betrays  bim  into  tie  hands  of  the  ojpeers^  47, 
— j6-  He  is  arraigned^  and  condemned  in  the  htgh-pricjFs  courts 
57, — 68.  And  Peter  denies  him,  69, — 75. 


A’ 


Tkit- 
KD  it  came 

_ to  pais  , 

rhen  Jifus  had 
finished  all  tUele 
faymgx,  he  laid 
unto  hit  difeipto, 
x  Ye  kvu>* 

thmfter  two  rluyf 
is  the  ftafi  of  the 
paflover,  and  the 
San  of  man  is  be¬ 
trayed  to  he  erh^ 
rified,  ' 

3  Thennf&m'. 
bird  together  the 
chief  priefh,  and 
the  fer the*,  and 
Flic  rltkvs  of  1  he 

people,  umo  the 
palace  of  the  high 
prieft,  ivho  1*3$ 
plied  Cfeiipha?, 


PdKAPpRiSE. 

TTTHen  Jcfus  had  made  an  end  of  all  thefe  important 
dtfeourfes,  he  reminded  his  difciples,  that  on  the 
approaching  padbver,-  which  they  knew  was  to  be  cele¬ 
brated  at  Jeru/alem  within  two  or  three  days,  he,  the 
Me  (Hah,  fhould  he  betrayed  into  the  bands  of  the  JrauJb 
rulers,  who  were  his  molt  inveterate  enemies,  and  would 
deliver  him  up  to  the  Item an  power  to  he  crucified}  they 
having  no  power  withiit  themfdves  to  put  any  one  to 
that  fort  of  death,  (fee  the  note  on  John  xviit.  31.) 

3  About  the  time  (hat  he  foretold  this,  the  chief 
ptiefls,  and  dodtors  of  the  law,  and  elders  of  the  people, 
the  men  of  chief  authority,  as  being  members  of  the  t 
fanhedrim,  joined  together  in  a  confederacy  aguinft 
him  \  and  met  in  the  palu.cc.of  Caiaphat ,  who  was  high? 
prieR  that  year,  {John  xi.  49,  ci.)  to  concert  the  pre- 
pereft  me^fures  for  comparing  their  malicious  defign. 

"4  And 

T  E. 

i*  jvrgt  the  p&phvtith  jitjl  Dfui. 

xvi.  v8.  Two  fiich  councils  ikt  'j:*  ^pkin  ; 
one  in  the  gait  Stmlho «,  nr  the  gaic  of  th-: 
rnunnfai;i  of  the  hout:  j  *.nd  the  in  *h<3 
gate  or  ibr  of  rhe  cnirc4.  Aod 

oivc  conned  of  thU  fotx  fit  in  tiie  eve. 

ry  cify  that  contained  at  ;;rjil  o«c  t-i:  min'd 
and  ti*cnty  head*  qf  Jamiiius;  tlnjii-  hadtudg^ 
mtttt  in  winters  of  life  a  ad  deith  in  feme  o 
fcit  ihnugji  not  hi  ail:  And  if  in  any  town 
or  city  there  wei r^efa  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  families,  there  was  a  oo*m  or  con  ft* 
ih«ry  of  three,  vtiich  lofib  Cognizance  otilr 
of  infcriAr  or  fach  *cre  not  capi¬ 

tal,  Vi&  SrM  di  SywA*  l*  i,  f,  4.- J  t,  y,  g. 

£"  wp.  rc,  §r  j,  4,  And  fee  bgi'i* 
1  ' 


K  O . 

f  The  Jt ;wij&  fanhednin,  or  jjear  coun¬ 
cil,  ***  the  itipreme  court  of  judlcatmv, 
which  Ciqd  in^keted  in  tlw  days  of  M^ls  j 
and  confided  of  feveuty  wiie  men  nr  eftrrs* 
befidcs  M*fes  their  prince  or  chief,  ( 
xi  iO,  17,  *4r  :  Hut  fnmc  Learned  men 

luppofe,  th.u  t'Mid  and  Mtfad  (rntneiaued 
ver*  a6*)  were  added  in  the  feveti*y,  and  fa 
inidc  fevcnty.tvE-o,  after  l Ut  raievt  fix,  fix 
every  tribe  of  7j>wL  'Iliis  great  counciL  or¬ 
dinarily  far  in  '1  court,  of  dLinhtt,  of  the 
temple,  tailed  G<nifh  ;  aiid  jadged  of  all 
matters  of  the  £rtatdl  oui^^nencG*  The 
iteat  mut  t  of  judirzUirc,  inferior  to  this,  wn* 
Idled  of  tvenfy-ibirce ;  which,  Jirtbig  in  a 
tuoiii  by  or  o^ti;  the  of  theif  cities, 
way  called  jafgaesd  U  U  t  :r  ^A  i, 


s. 

/V-i  i  * 


VCl.  1. 
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'  4  And  the  Icheme  they  formed  and  rcfolved.  upon 
might  rake  jetiw  w*8»  °ot  to  feizc  Jefus  by  open  violence,  which  might  be 
hy  iiibtiiiy,  and  hazardous  to  tbemfelve;:,  and  defeat  their  pjotagainlt  him, 
kill  U>».  efpecially  at  the  time  when  there  was  fuch  a  vaftconcourfc 

of  people  from  ail  parts,  many  of  which  were  well-af. 
fe«ed  towards  him  5  but  to  contrive  means  of  getting  him 
privately  into  their  power,  and  then  to  put  him  to  death, 
j  BoMheyfaid,  j  However,  fome  among  than  were  fo  apprehenfive 
/|U*  hrtib«*i«  £*ie  great  imereit  he  had  in  the  aileciions  of  the'po. 
ai^uprow  aiBBag  Palace,  that  they  advifed  againft  attempting  even  this 
tbv  people.  -  private  way  of  apprehending  him,  till  after  the  paflovtr; 

left  the  multitude,  perceiving  the  defign  of  the  fanhe- 
drim,  Ihould  be  outrageous,  and  take  up  arms  to  refcuc 
him  out  of  their  hands :  Bat  others  were  for  having  him 
feized  as  foon  as  poifible  j  and  God,  permitting  their 
couafel  to  take  effect,  overruled  it  for  the  acconvplifh- 
ment  of  bis  own  delign,  that,  at  the  very  time  of  the 
paflover,  the' true  Palchal  Lamb  fliould  be  publicly  fa* 
crificed  for  us. 

«  Now  when  6,  7.  JJow  a  few  days  before  this  t»  as  Jefus  was  fit- 
Crr£  and  eating  at  a  village  near  Jernfalcm*  called 
hofifc  of  Simon  Bethany*  in  tbe  houfe  of  Simon*  who,  by  way  of  diflinc- 
the  leper,  ^  tion,  was  ftyled  the  Leper,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark 
unto  litoY^  fiv*  30  a  certain  tyoman,  Lazarus's  fitter,  bringing  a- 
nua  having  an  Jong  with  her  an  alahatter*box  of  very  cottly  and  fragrant 
aUlwftcr-iwi  of  ointment,  opened  the  box,  and  poured  the  precious 
ofnfmeni^^J  ointment  upon  his* head  and  feet,  {John  xii.  3.)  in  tefti* 
poured  if  on  his  mony  ofherfeith  in  him  as  the  Meffiah  or  God’s  Anointed, 
head  ai -ht  1st  at  and  ofhcr  love  and  refpeff  to  him. 

liut  wbtii  his  ®  But  when  his  di&splcs  obfcrvctl  it,  fome  of  them 
difcipbs  Ci*  it,  were  much  difpleafrd,  faying  privately  t.  What  an  im- 
they  had  indij-  prudent  extravagance  is  this  ?  Our  Matter-does  not  affeft 
nation,  j-ucjj  dgjjgjQgj  and  profufenefs :  Why  does  this  woman 

watte 


,  NO 

j  It  firaw  fwm  Job*  ra.  i.  that  u-hat 

follow,  about  the  anointing  of  QiriliVho* 
dy  at  Sitttbtt**  l*m£c  in  was  fix  tuji 

Ufiirt  tlx  ?xjhv£ry  and  ft  vtu  three  or  four 
iby*  before  the  time  at  which  ht  here  faid , 
(wr.t.)  w  (Aiyi h  the  pillovtr ;  And 

it  ts  probable,  that  Jadas's  going  with  dif- 
emueutp  after  this  anointing,  to  the.  fattho 
drim,  and  ofiriiig  to  ddrorjefitsioto  their 
hand*,  wm  the  |.vi»icipd  raft  ft  that  profit¬ 
ed  with  them  to  go  uti  Immediately  with  their 
ddigo  of  apjtrehtndiog  him*  (ver.  &  4.) 
Jett  they  fttouM  iM  meet  with  another  op¬ 
portunity  fo  convenient  for  il*— Though  in 
4Jfjh 4  xii  houfe  is  not  mentioned,, 

znd  Lazarus  and  Martha  are  faid  to  beat 
itipper ;  it  mi«ht  be,  dlherthat  they  all  dwelt 
together  in  the  fame  hmile  j  or  that  Lazara j 
*4*  ar  Simp's  houie  aw  gneftj  and  M&lba 


r  e  s, 

it  an  liliilant  in  the  entertainment  t  and  that 
.Mary  being  there  a  friend,  was  the  womin 
here  meant  who  anointed  JcIul  And  though 
both  our  cwngrlift  and  Mark  mention  the 
uutDAiu  anointing  only  his  head,  and  lie 
aportlc  Ji/hti  fpeaka  of  Ma*y't  anointing  in¬ 
ly  hit  feet,  it  it  no  uuufuil  thing  for  one-  rf 
theft  ftcred  hitturiaTt*  ro  flippy  what  was 
knitted  by  the  others ;  and  the  apolllc  JJra 
writing  Uft,  for  a  further  enLryc^ 

meni  of  the  hiltory,  add  the  minting  of 
hw  feet ;  And  ft  all  this  may  very  well  eon- 
(ift  with  the  liilWy's  lieitijj  the  t.srae,  as  tin  y 
appear  to  he  in  otHcc  eircunalhnirci*  1  his 
fuppnfition  frees  them  from  various  purpjcxi- 
ttfi;  that  other  wife  would  attend  tlicio. 

t  Tlds  was  pnAaldy  at  the  inftigJlSan  of 
Jii who  mtu'imircd  at  if-  jVt*u  xiu  4, 
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To  what  parnolr 
h  thUwafte? 


C  Forthiscint- 
mvnt  have 

(jfen  fold  for 

rsitch,  «ni  £iv« 
to  the  poor. 

10  TiThen  Je* 
Jus  onMoorf  itt 
le  fjicl  unt^th«n, 
Why  trouble  ye 
the  woman  ?  for 
Ihc.  hath  wrought 
a  gtud  work  upon 
P1£* 


xyafle  to  much  precious  ointment  without  any  occaGon, 
urhen  it  might  have  been  unproved  to  more  valuable 
purpofes  ? 

9  For  this  might  have  been  fold  for  a  considerable 
fum,  and  the  money  been  diftributed  among  the  poor 
for  the  relief  of  their  necefliues.  Thus  they  raftily  cen- 
fured  hec,  and  were  wanting  in  their  refpeft  to  their  Lord. 

10  But  Jefus  knowing  ail  hearts,  and  ohfeeving  not 
only  their  inurmbtinga  a  hour  it,  .but  lik^wifc  the  dif¬ 
ferent  principles  that  influenced  her  and  them,  rebuked 
them,  faying,  Why  do  ye  bhme  this  woman,  ns  if  She 
had  done  a  mils  ?  She  has  herein  a£ted  a  better  part  than 
you :  For  it  is  indeed  %  good  work,  very  proper  and 
fcafonable  in  my  prefent  circum (lances $  and  is  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  her  faith  in,  and  love  to,  me. 


'  1 1  For  ye  have  i  j  For  as  to  what  ye  fugged  about  difpofing  of  this 
wirhynn  -  hotm*  01 rtly  ointment  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  Ye  will  al- 
ye  hive  aot  at-  ways  have  them  prefent  with  you  as  proper  objects  of 
w*yv  your  charity,  whom  ye  may  have  perpetual  opportu¬ 

nities  of  relieving  as  often  as  ye  are  inclined  to  it }  but 
I  (halt  continue  to  be  corporally  prefent  with  you  only 
for  a  very  little  white,  being  foon  to  go  to  the  Father ; 
and  therefore  ye  ought  not  to  grudge  this  her  feafonable 
expence,  tp  certify  the  honourable  regards  (be  has  to  me. 

»*  Tor  in  that  i 2  For  this  is  not  fo  needlds  a  charge  as  ye  imagine, 
thi* ^nji! t menr  an  ^ncc>  in  1  fcw  days,  I  mull  be  crucified  sdJ  buried  V 
my  body,  fl>«  dU  and,  as  (he  will  not. hare  an  opportunity  to  embalm  my 
it  tor  mf  borUI.  body  then,  which,,  in  that  cafe,  ye  would  think  a  toll¬ 
able  ickcn  of  her  refpefl  to  me,  (he  has  been  fecretly 
influenced  to  pay  me  this  honour  before-ham)  j  and  has 
thereby  (hewn,  that  her  believing  and  affectionate  ho¬ 
mage  exceeds  yours, 

ij  Verity  I  fay  13  (  afiuredly  tell  you,  This  woman’s  thus  remark- 
rJvcV’thwgS  abl?  an?.intin6  mT  *»**J  againft  my  burial,  is  fucb  an 
Mult  be  preach-  extraordinary  in  (lance  of  her  faith  and  love,  and  fo  much 
td  **  die  *l",b  to  the  honour  of  my  name,  that  it  (halt  be  recorded  to 
slfo  this**  bcr  commendation,"  and  to  the  encouragement  of  thofe 
thu  woman  hath  ffr^ces  in  others,  wherever  the  glad  tidings  of  falvaticn, 
donr,  t>s  tniil  fur  founded  on  my  death  and  refiirreftion,  (hall  be  publiih- 
amemor  t»ri«.  *e even  through  ail  the  nations  of  the  world. 

14  Then  one  14,  15.  After  this,  Judpty  fumamed  Jf.tzrizt,  tho* 
«nud«Ctifariw”  be  WJS  onc  *be  twelve  aportlcs  vrhofo  Chrift  had 
writ  «nio  file  cliofon  to  be  his  moft  intimate  friends  and  attendants, 
chief priwu,  and  always  treated  with  krndnefs  and  favour »  yet  this 
(HfrihU^vnut  “nSfatffu!»  covetous,  and  perfidious  hypocrite,  thro’ 
wjll  ye  gin:  me,  *’ne  indication  of  Satan,  {Luke  xxii.  3,)  and  the  difcoti- 
am!  X  will  de!i-  tent  of  his  own  mind,  went  to  the' chief  priefts,  and 
afked  them,  What  they  would  give  him  to  betray  Jefua 


pa- 
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vcrhioo  nnfayou? 
And  they  cove- 
it  anted  with  him 
f->r  thirty  piece* 
cf  filver. 


1 6  And  from 
that  Ufflt  he 
fought  opportu- 
idly  eu  betray  him* 


iy  Now  the 
firrt  day  of  the 
fr*ft  tf  unleaven¬ 
ed  bread*  the  Jif- 
rt files  came  to  Je* 
ftis3  faytQg  onto 
him,  Where  wilt 
tiirMi  dial  we  pre¬ 
pare  for-  ebee  to 
eat  the  pjflbver  l 


tB  And  be  laid* 
Go  into  the  city 
to  fiicb  a  man, 
and  by  onto  him, 
Tbe  matter  faith, 
My  rime  it  at 
hand ;  I  will  keep 
the  palWeratthy 
houlc  with  my 
difciples, 


privately  into  their  hands  ?  alluring  them,  that  for  a 
fum  of  money  he  would  <io  it;  And  as  this  was  what 
they  moil  of  all  wanted,  they  readily  agreed  to  give  hint 
thirty  (hekels  of  lilver  f,  which  was,  by  the  law,  the* 
price  of  a  flave,  {ExoiL  xxi.  32-)  A goodly  price  that  hr 
was  prized  at  f  {Zcch*  xu  13.) 

16  And  yet,  mean  and  trifling  as  the  fum  was,  this 
bafc-fpirited  creature  took  up  with  it  j  and  from  that 
time  forward  watched  for  an  opportunity  to  acquaint 
them  with  the  place  to  which  Jefus  privately  retired, 
that  they  might  find  and  feize  him, 

17  Now  on  the  firft  day  of  unleavened  bread,  the 
day  appointed  of  Cod,  and  ufually  obiefved  by  the  Jewsf 
for  killing  the  pafdial  lamh,  which  was  to  be  eaten  in 
the  evening,  as  a  memorial  of  IfraeFs  protection  from 
the  deftroying  angel,  and  deliverance  out  of  Egypt  \  ms 
difciples,  knowing  that  no  difficulties  or  dangers  would 
divert  him  from  obferving  an  ordinance  of  God,  came 
and  ifLcd  him  at  what  houfe  he  would  plcafe  to  have 
them  make  ready  for  their  eating  the  pa  Dover;  they  be¬ 
ing  all  itrangefs  at  Jem/dJem^  and  having  no  habitation 
of  their  own  there  J* 

r8  And  Jefus,  to  fhew  his  authority,  and  his  fore¬ 
knowledge  of  all  things,  ordered  Peter  and  John  (Luke 
xxii.  Sp)  to  repair  to  Jrrufadem^  where  they  ffiould  meet 
with  a  man,  whom  he  deferibed  by  £omc  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  {Mark  xiv*  13.);  and  bad  them  tell  h*mf 
Their  Lord  and  Matter  had  fent them  to  let  him  know 
that  the  time  determined  of  God  for  li-is  being  put  ;:> 
death  was  juft  at  hand,  and  to  demand  liberty  for  him- 
felf  and  his  difciples  to  eat  the  pafclml  lamb  together  at 
his  houfe. 


ip  And  the  di- 
did  as  Je* 
fus  hid  appointed 
them  \  and  they 
made  ready  die 
pJdkvrr* 


*3  Now  when 
the  evto  was 


19  Accordingly  thefe  difciples,  without  difputing  bis 
order  or  doubting  of  fuccefs,  wetit  into  the  city,  found 
the  man  whom  Jefus  had  deferibed,  and  did  every  thing 
according  to  the  dire&ions  he  had  given  them  ;  and, 
as  this  man  readily  complied  with  their  dc-tign,  they  gnt 
the  Iamb  killed  in  the  court  of  the  temple,'  had  it  roaft- 
ed,  provided  unleavened  bread|  and  winet  and  bitter 
herbs,  and  made  every  thing  ready  for  Clmtl’s  celebra¬ 
tion  of  die  pafTovcr  with  them,  in  a  room  pioperiy  fur- 
nUhed,  'and  commodious  for  that  purpofeif/Vflr#xiv- 1  5/j 

20  Now  when,  after  fun-fet,  the  latter  everting  came 


event  t  Oil 

NOT  E.  S. 

t  A  Jbekd  was  about  two  findings  and  were  not  to  tw  hired  ;  hit,  riciing  the 

four  pence ;  boat,  if  we  reckon  it  at  half  a  lime  of  the  fudT  were  nf  enmmoti  ri^!u. 
cr:tvn,  this'  fum-  amounted  only  to  duce  i  Chrilt’s  them'  to  relt  the  tnau 

pamjj  Gf^ccti  Ihillingt  jterliug.  tils,  Jetms  to  inrim  ale  *  tbit  he  ww  nut*  f'r 

hi*  difciples,  or  at  b-att  one  01  h.*  trieir!-, 
;j  Dr  Isjhfiit  Tbe  houfes  of  JiTS-  though  not  an  apnttJc* 
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come  ,  he  fit 
4uwn  with  the 
twelve. 

it  Aniiurh^y 
dil  eat,  he  fcjil. 
Verily  1  lay  unto 
jf'Uj  that  one  of 
you  Jha.ll  betray 
me. 


on  §,  which  was  thetime  for  the  Jews  eating  the  paffo- 
ver,  Jefus  went  to  the  houfe,  and  there  fiit  down  with 
the  twelve  apoftles  to  fupper. 

21  And  while  they  were  eating,  he,  knowing  all  that 
was  in  Judas'  heart,  took  occafion  to  fay,  I  affuredly  tell 
you,  that  one  of  you,  who,  as  my  friends  and  family, 
are  now  celebrating  this  feaft  with  me,  willtreacheroufly 
difeover  me  to  mine  enemies,  that  they  may  privately 
apprehend  and  put  me  to  death.  (See  the  note  on  Luke 
xxii.  2i.) 


And  they 
'wire  exceeding 
fi>rrowfuI  T  and 
began  every  one 
of  them  to  fay 
onto  him.  Laid, 

UitU 


22  Upon  hearing  this,  the  difciples  were  exceeding¬ 
ly  alarmed,  and-  troubled  within  themfelves,  to  think 
tnat  fuch  evil  fliould  befal  their  Lord,  and  that  any  of 
them  fliould  a£k  fuch  a  monftroufly  vile'  and  ungrateful 
part  in  it  j  and  each  of  them,  Judas  excepted,  heing 
more  apt  to  fufpe&  his  own  than  any  of  his  brethrens 
heart,  though  he  was  not  conscious  of  the  leaf!  inclina¬ 
tion  or  defign  that'  way  ;  and  being  defirous  of  Chrift’s 
cleartng’him;  began,  in  histurn,  to fay,  Lord,  lhum- 
biy  hope  It  is  not  I  that  fhall  prove  to  be  this  villanous 
wretch. 


ij  Andhc-in-  27  Cbrift,  not  thinking  it  proper  as  yet  to  fix  the 
He  that  diippcth  c*iargc  particularly  on  the  man  to  whom  it  belonged* 
his  hand  with  me  replied.  One  of  ytfu  who  is  now  putting  his  hand  into 
in  iht  the  the  lame  di(h,  and  eating  with  me,  (fee  the  note  on 
wr,e  a  my  ]yiaTk  26.)  is  the  perfidious  diiciple,  who,  under  a 
pretence  of  friendfhip,  will  certainly  betray  me,  accor¬ 
ding  to  that  ancient  prophecy,  Mine  own  familiar  friend^ 
’which  did  eat  of  my  breads  Bas  lift  up  bis  heel  agatnjl  me> 
(Ffal.  xli.  9.)  ■ 

*4  The  Snn  of  jj  I  the  Mcfliah  mnft  needs  undergo  the  hittereft. 
ofidm!  fa  fie  rings,  and  am  willing  to  endure  them,  according 
but  wo  unto  that  to  the  prophccies  concerning  roe  *.  But,  .how  much  fu- 
soo'of  manUbe*  CTer  Wifdom  will  over-rule  the  wickednefs  of 

trayed  !  it  had  the  trairoMo  accompiiflt  the  mod  glorious  defjgns,  this 
becngoodfnrthat  is  no  orcufe  to  him,  or  extenuation  of  his  fin/,  his  righ- 

rtu'been  bom.**1  tcous  punifiiment  therefore  will  he  fo  exceeding  dread¬ 
ful,  that  it  would  have  been  happy  for  him  never  to  have 
had  a  being,  fince  it  is  better  not  to  be  at  all  than  to  be 
fo  miferablc. 

di« 1  whkh  b'1*  V  r^ien  yil^as*  wh°  was  the  traitor  Chrift  pointed 
tr”yedWliin:,  an-  at»  being  fo  hardened  in  his  wickednefs  as  not  to  be 
Ivetta  moved  by  the  terrible  wo  denounced  again  ft  him,  put 


ou 


N  0 

5  Tlie  time  appointed  for  luffing  th*  puf- 
dul  lamb  (End.  xii.  d,}  was  p*  be- 

tvrzn  tee  fw  vr  m  site  afternoon 

before  futi-firtting  ;  tor  ai!  the  afternoon 
called  the  evening  of  Uut  d^y  ;  and  fcfc  lai- 


T  E. 

ter  evening  began  at  fuG^Vtting,  which 
the  time  for  taring  the  paflgver*  Sft 
fw&ih  on  Exd*  xil  8-  and  ap¬ 

pendix  to  M'vt  xiv. 

t 
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and  fefd,  on  a  bold 'face ;  and  fuppoGng,  under  the  power  of  un- 
[?« liU.'nmo'hlm'  that  thrift  did  not  know  his  fecret  defign,  or 

Thou  haft  fold.  *  would  not  difeover  him  ib  the  reft,  and  fearing  left  his 
filence  fhoald  be  conftrued  into  an  argument  of  guilt, 
he  laid.  Matter,  I  hope  you  do  not  mean  that  I  am  he 
who  will  betray  you  ?  To  which  Jefus  replied,  in  terms 
that  amounted  to  his  faying.  Thou  art  the  man.  (See 
the  note  on  Lake  xxii.  70.) 

i£  And  w  they  2 6  And  at  die  latter  end  of  the  pafchal  (upper,  before 

the  table  was  cleared,  Jefus,  to  fhew  that  he  was  there- 
Udltd  it and  by  typified  as  the  Lamb  of  God  who  was  to  be  fact! deed 
brake  it,  and  prc  for  us,  took  in  his  hands  fuch  bread  as  was  then  in  com- 
and*  f-HdiTakf>  mon  >  and  haring  fet  it  apart  for  facred  fervice  by 
(?, ;  (hi,  i,  my  tbankfgiving  and  prayer  +,  he  brake  it,  and  diftributed 
body.  it  among  the  difciples,  faying,  Take,  and  eat  it:  For 

1  appoint  this  lacmhental  bread  to  be  henceforth  eaten 
as  the  memorial  of  my  body’s  being  broken  for  your  re¬ 
demption  by  my  fufferings  and  death  j  in  like  manner 
as  rhe  eating  of  the  pafchal  lamb  was  appointed  to  be  a 
memorial  of  the  prefervation  of  Ifrael  from  the  deftroy- 
ing  angel,  and  of  their  deliverance  out  of  Egypt.  (See 
the  note  on  Mark  xiv.  22.  and  Luke  xxii.  19.) 

ij  And  betook  27  After  the  fame  manner,  he  like  wife  took  a  cup  of 

thecnp,  and  gave  fljcb  wine  in  his  hand  as  they  had  at  the  pafchal  fupper ; 
LTo  l^  and»  fnting  this  apart,  by  rbankfgmhg  and  prayer,  to 
in*.  Dpnk  ye  all  facraraental  ufe,  delivered  it  to  bis  difciples,  faying  to 
**  * '  every  one  of  them,  Drink  of  this :  (See  the  note  on  Luke. 

xxii.  20.) 

»8  For  this  it  aft  For  1  appoint  this  facramental  wine  to  be  hence- 
™y  Mo'jJ  "f  ,lie  f°rlh  drank  by  ail  my  difciples,  as  the  reprefentation 
(hedfnr  ai*d  memorial  of  my  blood’s  being  (lied  for  the  con- 
cjny,  fur  the  re-  firm  at  ion  of  the  new  covenant  and  purchafing  of  uil 
million  of  liut.  jts  ble  flings,  and  particularly  for  (he-foirgivenefs  of  the 
fins  of  vail  multitudes,  not  of  the  -Jems  only,  hut  of  the 
Gentiles  alfo,  even  of  all  that  by  faith  receive  the  atone¬ 
ment 

xp  But  I  fay  .  29  Bnt  1  tell  you,  that,  from  this  time  forward,  l 
mit»  J  wift  have  done  with  drinking  the  juice  of  the  grape  in  com- 
forthof  memoratton  of  lfraef s  deliverance ;  and  will  have  that 

uf  the  vine,  until  ordinance  continued  no  longer,  than  till  the  things  it 
th*t  typified  (hall  he  fulfilled  {Lake  xxii.  16.)  by  a  more  glo- 
nous  redemption,  in  the  gofpei* kingdom,  which  will 

take 

NOTES. 

t  The  Jews  Invn  were  broad  and  thin,  all  after  am :  Hina  God  laid  of  circamri- 
aad  So  msjlit  c^iily  be  broken.  Eon  to  Abraham,  juft  before  he  and  all 

were  drcumdled,  Tfil  it  my  weimat,  (in-'o. 

{  Though  Chrift  wu  not  yet  crucified,  he  xvii.  y,  10.) ;  and  he  laid  of  the  paifjrcr  ;a 
fpesktoThu  death  is  if  it  were  already  pad,  Ifrael,  juft  before  he  had  palled  over  ihur 
bxaafe  it  wzsjuft  at  hand,  and  ihu  ordi-  houfei,  and  delivered  them  out  of 
vjiice  was  to  be  a  Handing  memorial  of  it  In  if  if  tie  Lsrfs  fqjjh'trt  (Exod.  sol.  1 ' 
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ifiaiihy  when  i  rake  place  after  my  refurre&ipn,  and  -will  call  for  a  new 
>"u  in'wy'ra-  ulc  of  w>ne  commemorative  ordinance  I  have 

iher’i  JcinflJom.  now  inftituted :  Nor  will  I  any  more  fb  freely  and  fa¬ 
miliarly  commune  with  you  again  in  perfon,  till  I  take 
you  up  to  heaven  where  I  will  admit  you  -to  /till  more 
intimate  and  delightful  iellowihip  with  me,  which  will 
be  always  frefh  and  entertaining*  like  new  wine  that 
was  never  drank  before,  and  is  of  a  different  nature 
from  that  which  we  have  been  drinking  now  j  and 
where  we  lhall  celebrate  together,  with  inexpreflible  joy, 
your  complete  deliverance  from  all  fin  and  forrow  §. 
v>  And  when  30  And  when,  at  the  dofe*  they  had  fung  a  pfaim 
hrmo,*theTw«'t  or  ^ontf  pralfe  fuited  to  the  prefent  occafion,  Chrift, 
out  *m;o  the  knowing  that  the  time  of  hU  being  betrayed  was  juft 
mount  of  Oliva,  coming  on,  would  not  ftay  to  be  apprehended  in  the 
houfe,  left  he  Ihould  bring  the  ni  after  of  it  into  trouble  j 
nor  in  Jerufalem^  left  it  Ihould  occafion  public  tumults 
and  outrages  j  but  recited  with  bid'difciplesto  the  mount 
pf  Ohvei, 


51  Then  faith 
unto  them. 
All  ye  Ifedl  bcof- 
fcmlcd  heciofe  oi 
me  thjs  night : 
for  ir  is  written, 
l  iriil  finite  the 
Ihcphcrd*  and  the 
(Keep  of  the  flock 
(btl  be  fca  tiered 
abroad. 

Hot  after  T 
pm  rUcn  again, ,  I 
«  ill  ntt  before  you 
;t:o  alike. 


.  33  Pc'er  an- 
and  uv\ 
iintu  him,  Thof 
tit  men  (b-ili  be 
offended  hcCAtife 
of  ihee,  jrt  will  l 
never  bt  offend¬ 
ed* 


34  Jtffw  fM 
uuto. 


31  As  Jefus  was  on  his  way  thither  ||,  be  foretold 
them,  that  they,  would  be  lb  furprifed  and  terrified  that 
very  night,  by  rea  Ion  of  the  diftrdfing  things  which  would 
befal  him  in  their  prefcnee,  that  every  one  of  them  would 
defat  him ;  for  the  time  was  juft  at  hand,  in  which  that 
famous  prophecy  would  be  fulfilled,  (Zcch.  xiii.  7.) 
/fwaie,  0 /word,  agawji  my  Shepherd ,  and  agaitift  the 
Man  who  if  my  Fetfaw,  faith  the  Lord  if  hujli  :  Smite  the 
Shepherd ,  and  the  Jbetp  Jbali  he  fcattered. 

32  But  for  your  comfort,  laid  he,  though  J  lhall  be 
put  to  death,  I  lhall  foon  rife  again  :  Ami  do  not  think 
that  1  will  forfake  you,  tho*  ye  will  highly  deferve  it ; 
no,  I,  like  a  ihepherd,  will  go  before  you,  and  gather 
you  together  again  in  Galilee,  where  ye  fliall  fee  me. 

33  Peter ,  who  was  too  rafli  and  feif- confident,  in* 
ftead  of  having  a  godly  jcalnufy  over  himfelf,  feemed  to 
take  it  ill  that  Chrift  Ihould  fulpeft  him,  and  faid,  Lord, 
whatever  is  the  confequence,  and  whoever  lhall  be  a- 
fraid  to  own  thee  5  yea,  tho*  every  one  of  thy  difdples, 
and  all  .the  world  bolides,  ihould  abandon  thee 5  yet  J 
am  Cure,  and  I  promife,  that  no  danger  or  terror  lhall 
ever  make  me  afraid  to  cleave  to  and  ftand  by  thee. 

34  Jefus-  knowing  that  he  refblyed  and  fpoke  in  bis 


own 


N  O  T  F  S. 

§  Some  hippo  ft  that  our  I^ord  here  refers  h>  or  to  whit,  for  its.  fuptrinr  cxcellairc 
to  she  time  of  his  tauo£  and  drinking  viih  and  new  delight,  may  id  a  figurarivt  fcnie  be 
his  oifeiplc*,  for  the  confirmation  of  thek  called  new  nine, 
faith,  after  ihU  refnncxlKin,  [Aft* 

Itat  I  do  not  undcribftd  how,  if  he  tlitu  J  It  appears  from  w*  3 6  that 
drank  Twaf,  it  can  in  any  fenfs?  be  called  :w  not  yet  eoror  to  Grifyrnwaf  ,  which  wy  at  iln 
;  which  icUtcs  either  to  a  new  ufc  of  foot  of  ibg  mount  of  Qfn:u 


Ch.  xxvi. 

rnto  Mm,  Verily 
1  fey  unto  thee, 
that  thtt  night 
before  the  cock 
ctvwj  than  Ault 
<kay  me  thrice. 


2S  Peter  feid 
uuto  him,  Tho' 
l  ihould  die  with 
ihct*  yet  will  1 
nui  deny  thee, 
laid 

ail  the  di&ipfo- 


3  6  Then  co¬ 
rn  tih  Jetbs  with 
them  unto  a  place 
?-illcd  ,  Gttlifc  * 
mane,  Mid  feith 
unto  the  dlfci  - 
pies,  8ii  ye  here, 
*hiie  I  fio  and 
pray  y. 


37  And  betook 
with  him  Pott, 
and  the  two  fop* 
of  Zehcdte,  ind 
began  to  be  for- 
lawful,  indicry 
hcary. 


38  Then  faith 
beuhl6then»tMy 
foul  is  exceeding 
fijrrowful ,  even 
unto  death;  tar¬ 
ry  ye  here,  and 
watch  with  me* 
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own  ftrength,  and  what  would  be  the  event,  nnfwercd, 
Alas,  Peter/  I  afloredly  tell  you,  that,  notwirhfta tiding 
ill  cbde-  mighty  profeflions  of  love,  zeal,  and  courage, 
this  very  night,  before  the  time  of  cock-crowing  f  is 
paft,  yon  trill  not  only  be  afraid  to  appear  for  me ;  but 
trill  ftiantefnlly,  three  times  over,  deny  that  you  belong 
to  or  have  any  knowledge  of  me. 

35  But  Peter,  not  with  fending  this  fair  warning 
from  one  who  knew  him  better  than  he  knew  liimfdf, 
/till  perfifted  in  his  vain  confidence,  and  replied  with 
greater  vehemence  than  before,  No,  tho’  my  life  were 
to  go  for  it,  I  allure  thee  that  1  never  will  do  fo  bafe  a 
thing  as  to  difown  thee :  And  the  reft  of  the  difciples, 
feeing  him  fo  refolute,  and  not  being  feofiblc  of  their 
own  weaknefs  and  what  temptations  might  befal  them, 
were  induced  by  his  example  to  join  in  the  like  pro- 
teftations. 

3 6  Then  Jcfos,  taking  with  him  all  the  apoftles  ex¬ 
cept  Jxidat)  who  by  this  time  was  gone  to  the  chief 
priefts  to  inform  them  where  they  might  find  him, 
(Join  xiii.  30.)  went  with  them  to  a  garden,  near  a 
village  called  Geibjemane,  which  fignifies  a  prets  for  o- 
lives,  and  was  at  the  foot  of  mount  Olivet ,  where  he 
trod  the  winc-prefs  of  his  Father’s  wrath  alone :  For, 
having  entered  the  garden,  he  ordered  eight  of  the  eleven 
difciples  to  fey  at  a  certain  place  there,  till  he  Humid 
retire  for  prayer. 

37  And  as  Peter,  and  the  two  Tons  of  Zebcdee,  James 
and  John*  had  been  eye-vritnefles  of  bis  glorious  tranf- 
figuration  in  the  mount,  (chap.  xvii.  1,  £rc,)  be  took 
them  along  with  him  to  be  wltneftes  of  his  deepeft  hu- 
miliation  and  agonies;  and,  as  foon  as  they  were  got 
from  the  other  difciples,  he  was  in  great  ditlrefs  and 
conftemation  of  [pint,  under  a  ftrorig  impreflivc  fenfe 
ofthe  tenible  fufferings  he  felt,  and  was  going  to  en¬ 
dure,  from  the  powers  of  daikuefs,  and  from  divine  ju- 
ftiee  for  his  people’s  fins. 

38  Then,  turning  tothefe  difciples,  belaid,  My  foul 

is  (  )  compared  about  with  the  moft  grievous 

forrows,  fo  that  1  can  hardly  fablift,  but  am  ready  to 
die  under  them ;  and  fhey  will  never  entirely  leave  me, 
till  they  iifue  in  my  deatn :  Stay  ye  here,  and  obferve 
how  it  is  with  me ;  and  guard  againtl  the  temptations 

that 

T  E. 

crowing;  and  at  other  times,  hy  u*av  of  o 
imncuet,  thc-rock-cw»'«tij>;  and  to  the  -Kf* 
fertnev  i*  eallly  between  tht*  p!.^, 

and  Arorr  itv*  jo.  n-hers  it  U  Did,  1  bh 
t'tjvrc  ihc  cr^iv  thcumfb$it  d;t.j  «.-■ 

Sl?  die  note  ou  Lii.lv 


K  O 

t  The  lime  of  cock-crowing  was  ofiully 
reckoned  from  our  midnight  to  three  o'clock 
of  our  morning 5  and  that  about  throe  o'clock 
wai  molt  remarkable,  its  being  commonly 
the  loudcft  inward  break  of  <tiy ;  According¬ 
ly  tils  was  fojnttuucs  culkd  the  Second  voch* 


so 6  *Tbe  EvangeUjl  Matthew  parapbrafed*  Ch.  xxvl. 


39  And  be  went 
*  lifik  farther, 
«nd  fell  an  Jus 
f«i  nod  prayed* 
faying,  Omy  Fj- 
thir,  If  kbcjhif- 

fible,  let  this  cup 
pii  froni  me; 
nevenhdefs*  not 
as  1  will,  but  as 
thou  -anti. 


40  And  he 
cmntfh  unto  ihe 
dife inks  t  md 
fin  Hah  thci»  a- 
itcep,  atid  faith 
untoi^tcr^What, 
«Mild  ye  not 
vareh  with  me 
one  hour  ? 


41  Watch  and 
pray,  that  yc  CO- 
1  er  i jot  into  temp¬ 
tation;  the  fpiric 
Weol  u  billing, 
b;:x  the  flefh  is 
WtA. 


that  are  coming  upon  yourfelves. 

39  Hereupon  he  retired  about  a  done's  cad  from  them, 
(Luke  x'xii.  41.);  and  prollratrog  himfcJf  upon  the 

ground,  in  great  humility,  reverence,  and  fore  diftrefs, 
e,  like  a  man  of  forrows,  who  could  not  but  have  a 
natural  relu&ance  to  fufferings,  prayed,  faying,  O  my 
Father,  to  whom  I  ftand  related  as  thy  dear  Son,  if  the 
falration  of  thy  people  may  be  accomplilhcd,  confidently 
with  the  honour  of  thy  perfe&ions,  without  my  under¬ 
going  the  bitter  agonies  and  fufferings  which  thou  halt 
called  me  to,  I  earaeftiy  be  leech  thee  to  excufe  me 
from  them;  however,  1  entirely  and  freely  fubmitto 
thy  will,  that  the  innocent  aver  (ions  of  human  nature 
may  not  he  attended  to,  butthy  purpofe  and  good  plea- 
fure  may  be  fulfilled,  whatever  it  colt  me:  Here  I  am, 
do  with  me  what  feems  belt  In  thy  fight,  1  Hill  delight 
to  do  thy  will. 

40  Having  thus-poured  out  his  foul  to  his  heavenly 
Father,  he  returned  back  to  the  three  difciples ;  and, 
finding  them  all  afieep,  roufed  them  ;  and  dire&ing  his 
difeourfe  to  Peter,  laid.  How  fdrprifing  is  this !  What, . 
Peter !  Did  you  fay  but  now,  that  you  would  die  with 
me ;  and  did  yc  all  join  with  him  in  that  profeffion  ? 
And  cannot  ye  fo  far  deny  yourfelves,  as  to  keep  awake 
only  for  one  hour,  at  toy  command,  that  ye  might  (hew. 
your  affeftion  and  concern  for  me  now  in  my  extreme 
anguifii? 

41  Watch  and  pray  with  me  in  my  temptation,  as 
fympathifmg  friends  under  my  fufferings  for  your  fakes; 
and  Hand  upon  your  guard,  earned!  y  begging  tbe  grace 
which  is  needful  to  preferve  you  in  the  dangers  that  are 
now  coming  upon  yourfelves;. left  floth  and  drowGnefis 
betray  you  into  mifehief  before  ye  are  aware,  and  ye 
fall  into  fin,  in  forfaking  and  denying  me,  by  reaibnof 
the  terrors  that  are  now  at  hand.  I  know  indeed  that 


4*  Tie  went  s- 
vav  again  the  fe¬ 
cund  time,  and 
prayed,  fiymg,  O 
my  Father  ,if  this 
ruj>  may  not  paf* 
av  tty  from  met 
t  xA  pE  I  drink  it, 
t»y  will  U  duge* 


your  hearts  are  with  me ;  and  that  ye  are  fidcerely  de- 
firous  to  (hew  your  love  to  me,  and  to  avoid  all  iniquity; 
But,  alas  1  there  are  remaining  corruptions  with  you, 
and  the  infirmity  of  your  weak  and  frail  bodies  iff  a  dog 
and  hindrance  to  you ;  fo  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things 
that  ye  would,  without  the  utmoft  religious  care,  and 
fpecia!  affiftance  from  above. 

42  Having-  given  them  this  gentle  caution  and  re¬ 
buke,  he  withdrew  a  fecond  time,  aud  renewed  his  ear¬ 
ned  prayer,  faying,  O  Father,  in  whom  is  ail  my  con¬ 
fidence,  if  it  be  not  confident  with  thy  glory  to  lave 
thy  people,  without  my  bearing  the  biuer  agonies  and 
fufferings  for  them  which  thou  had  appointed  to  me,  K 

entire* 
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entirely  acquefce,  and  freely  fiibmit  to  thy  will. 

41  And  Me  43 'Thep,  coming  back  to  his  dilcipks,  he  again, 
them  found  them  all  afleep  as  at  firft  :  For  they  were  ex- 

Acir  ceeding  drowfy,  and  could  not  keep  their  eyes  open, 
•ye* ww henry,  how  much  foever  they  ftrove  for  it*  it  being  very  late 
in  the  night)  and  they  being  funk  with  grief)  (Luke 
xxii.  45.)  and  extremely  tired  with  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergone  in  preparing  the  paflbver  and  attending  their 
Lord. 

^  44  And  he  left  44  And  he,  withdrawing  a  third  time)  prayed  much 

them,  «nd  «en»-  w  (j,e  fa{n<>  purpyr[  a8  before,  rdigning  himfclf  unre- 
praytdS*’  third  .  fervedly  to  his  Father’s  will  and  pica  Cure,  which  had 
tine,  6yiog  the  fuch  an  abfolute  afcendency  over  him  as  to  he  a  law 
&me  words,  within  hts  heart,  (P/al.  xl.  8.) 

4i  Then  co-  45  Then  returning,  and  finding  his  rlifdples  afleep 
m«hhe  tohiidi-  after  they  had  been  twice  roufed,  he  laid,.  Well, 

J^b^fskep  A«P  on  n°w»  and  indulge  yourfelyes  in  it,  if  ye  can 
on  now,  Mid  ukc  or  dare.  It  U  now  too  late  to  {hew  your  lindnefs  to 
r^L  be '  me  by  watching  with  me,  or  to  efcape  the  danger  that 
at  hind,  ind'the  i®  ruining  upon  you :  Behold,  the  dreadful  time  I  fore- 
Son  of  man  u  be-  warned  you  of  is  come  >  and  I  the  Meffiah  am  juft  tea- 
trjyed  Luio  the  dy  tD  be  treacheroufly  delivered  into  the  hands  of  wick- 
’**  ncn.  ^  men,  both  Jevn  and  Romans,  in  order  to  their  taking 
away  my  life. 

4 s  Rift,  kt  at  4 6  And  having  got  thro’  the  extremity  of  his  forego- 

be^oin*:  behold,  jjj,  agony,  he  returned  his  courage,  and  {hewed  hi  ml  elf 
doth  betny  me.  prepared  for  all  events,  faying,  Ante,  let  us  go  and  face 
our  danger:  Obferve,  the  traitor  and  his  company  are 
juft  now  coming  to  feize  me. 

4?  And  while  47  And  at  that  very  inftant,  behold,  his  enemies 
JudiTone  o?  tfve  were  upon  him.  Judas,  one  of  his  apollles,  who  had 
tsiclv*  nine,  u>4  familiarly  eat  bread  with  him,  appeared  at  the  head  of 
with  him  a  gnai  a  great  number  of  Roman  fbldiers,  and  officers  of  the 
fiuihedrim,  (John,  xviii.  3.)  which  ‘moftly  confifted  of 
irom  the  chief  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the  Jrws  :  By  order  of 
Sr^h?  ****  i!f °*  this  ecdefiaftical  court,  they  came  armed  with  fwords 
p“*  ,  and  clubs,  to  apprehend  jefos,  under  the  conduft  of 

Judas,  who  had  promifed  to  lead  them  to  the  place  of 
his  retirement)  that  ..they  might  take  him  without  run¬ 
ning  any  rifkof  opposition  from  the  people. 

4«  Vowhcthat  48  Now,  in  .  order  to  their  compaffing  this,  defign, 
gSSiA  without  danger  of  miftaking  one  or  other  of  the  difciples 
uyiar,  Whomtb-  for  Chrift,  bccaufc  it  was  night,  and  his  face  was  not 
rver  1  (lull  kift,  fufficiently  known  by  the  officers  and  fbldiers,  Judas  told 
hoidbiffiVfl.  ^  t^em  beforehand  by  what  token  they  might  before 
which  was  he,  faying,  Apprehend  the  perlon  whom  I 
fhall  ki&i  and  fcciire  him  j  for  yc  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  is  the  man. 

^9  Ac- 


49  And  forth- 
vlth  he  came  to 

{4tfus>  and  Tatiif 
tj}j,imder:  and 
kLied  hi  31* 


jo  Ami  Tefiaa 
ftrid  unic  him* 
Friend ,  where  - 
foru  art  chon 
O' me?  Then  cam* 
tky  «ml  bid 
bands  on  Jefus, 
vd  bok  hun. 
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49  Accordingly  he,  marching  in  the  front  of  the 
company,  went  dire£Uy  up  to  Jefus;  and  aecofting  him 
in  the  mod  friendly  words,  faid,'  Mailer,  God  he  with 
thee;  all  profperitj,  joy,  and  fafety,  attend  thee;  and, 
as  a  further  figa  of  honour  and  friendihip,  and  qf  fiiice- 
riry  therein,  he  f  killed  his  face. 

50  But  (j<)  Jefus  knowing  bis  hypocritical  and  vil- 
lanons  intention,  under  thefe  feigned  tokens  of  the 
grcateftaffe&ion  and  refpedl,  reproved  his  perfidioufnels 
and  ingratitude,  with  this  meek  and  gentle,  and  yet 
really  cutting  rebuke  ;  What!  my  friend,  as  you  prp* 
fefs  and  ought  to  be,  and  at  this  very  time  feem  to  be 
by  putting  on  an  air  of  the  mod  cordial  complaifanOe ; 
what  means  this  way  and  manner  of  your  coming,  at 
the  fame  time,  with  armed  men  along  with  yon  ?  How 
do  fwords-atid  dares,  and  Ha.il>  Majler>  with  a  kifs,  a- 
gree  with  one  another  ?  And  why  are  you  yourfrif  pre- 
ient,  {.»  a  or  with  what  face  can  you  appear  here 
openly  before  me,  to ,  conduct  this  horrid  fccne  againft 
me  r  And  whilft  He  was  fpeaking,  the  officers  feized 
him,  and  he  fuffered  birafclf  to  be  made  their  prifoner. 

51  Things  being  come  to  this  extremity,  and  Jefus 
not  refeuing  himfelf,  as  he  e^fiiy  could  if  he  pleated, 
out  of  their  bands ;  behold  the  rafh  and  incoofiderace 
rage  and  zeal  of  Peftr,  who,  having  a  fword,  drew  it 

Md*llnd^rS  with  all  bts  might,  and  ftriktng  furioufly  at  the  head  of 
,int  ^  tiic  high  Malcbus ,  one  jof  the  high  prices  fervants,  cut  off  his 
— ifi, —  right  ear,  {John  xviii.  10.) 

52  Jefus  feeing  this,  immediately  commanded  him 
to  forbear  and  put  his  fword  into  its  fcabbard  :  For, 
fays  he,  they  who,  without  a  juft  and  lawful  callj  run 
immediately  to  the  fword  to  revenge  thenofelves,  (hall 
ordinarily  falhby  it  'J..  As  for  my  difciples,  the  wea« 
pons  of  their  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  fpiritual:  Their 
way  to  victory  over  their  enemies  is  not  by  oppofing 
force  to  force;  but  by  prayer,  faith,  and  patience,  in 
hope  that  God  will  light  for  them.  And  as  to  thefe 
Jru)i)  who  now  make  ufe  of  the  Raman  fword  again  ft 
us,  they  (hall,  erelong,  bcthemfclverdcftroyedby the 
arms  of  the  Ramans. 

53  Betides,  Peter>  do  not  you  know,  that,  if  I  had 
a  mind  to  refill  and  vanquifli  thefe  enemies,  1  could, 
whhout  any  more  ado,  have  called  upon  my  Father, 
who  always  hearetb  me ;  and  he  would  inftontly  have 

fent 


ft  Aid  b?  * 
Wd,  onedf  them 
which  were  with 
Jefus  f  II  retched, 
nut  his  hantfjimd 


p*tcfl'\ymiftDO(C 
off  his  ear. 

$±  ‘rhea  faid 
Jtiiis  unio  him. 
Pur  up  strain  thy 
luord  into  its 
pttce  :  .for  all 

they  r  hat  uke  the 

fn.  ord,  ltd!)  jHrrtili 
wub  tlic  iWord. 


SI  Thinkeft 
thou  that  I  can¬ 
not  flow  pray  to 
my  Father,  amt 
hr  fliail  prdfcmfy 
give  me  more 
than 

N  0 

+  Chnft  probably,  to  hisgte-tt  tfinde&eiv 
frf-u  and  had  Died  10  admit  hbtdif- 

oplrs  to  falyte  hint  in  this  manner*  «  their 
returns  to  him  .ftcr  they  had  hteii  fur  fo/rvt 
tiuw  <*bfeiit ;  I7<  jfaia*  vooik  tbu  liter ty. 


T  F.s 

though  he  had  been  from  hint  but  i  little 
while, 

{  This,  in  alt  likelihood,  wwld  haw  httv* 
PtttPs  lot,  if  Chrtft  noi  over-roled  the  fpi* 
iiti  of  the  armed  fcHfen  to  prevent  it, 
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ilun  t«ivc  lc<  feI1t  a  great  army  of  angels,  (fee  the  note  od  Mark  v.9.) 
gwus  angeu .  (0  me>  to  deftroy  them ;  and  this  1  could 

ftiil  procure,  were  I  not  willing  to  fuffer  all  that  they 
can  inflifl  upon  me. 

S4  Bnt  bow  54  But  fiiould  I  take  any  extraordinary  methods  to  re* 
fcripittreTbe  S  ^CUC  myfetf  °**t  of  their  hands,  how  could  the  predictions " 
/Wed,  tint  thuiit  of  God’s  word  be  accomplilhed,  which  foretold  my  fuf- 
aiuft  be !  ferings  and  death  as  the  principal  defign  for  which  I 

came  into  the  world,  and  to  which  l  am  calmly  and 
willingly  to  fubmit  ? 

55  Immediately  upon  this,  Jefus,  turning  himfelf  to 
th^mulmo&i?  t*ie>  comPany  that  were  there  to  apprehend  him,  laid. 
Are  je  came  ant  What  means  this  outrageous  manner  of  your  coming 
ag^iuft  me  with  fwords  and  clubs,  as  if  I  were  fome 
ftavwfiir  to  t*ke  ^efperate  villain  who  mult  be  conquered  and  made  to 
me  ?  t  fit  daily  fubmit  by  force  of  arms  ?  I  have  not  behaved  like  foch 
with  you  leeching  an  one .  nor  there  ary  occalion  to  rrcat  me  with  this 
yeUWoohoUon  violence,  as  if  I  wonld  refill  you :  And,  were  I  criminal, 
me.  ye  had  fair  opportunities  of  feizing  me  often  enough  in  the 

temple,  sphere  I,  efpccially  of  late,  have  daily  appeared, 
preaching  to  the  people ;  and  yet  none  of  you  could  find 
any  juft  occalion,  nor  would  venture,  to  apprehend  me. 
was*  dme*11  th^  5^  But  i  God  has  now  at  length  fuffered  you  to  ex¬ 
it, c*  fcripruK*  of  601116  your  wicked  defigns  againft  me,  that  nis  eternal 
the  propiiets  counfcl,  and  the  ancient  predictions  of  the  prophets* 
mightbe  fulfill^,  relating  to  my  fufferings  and  death,  might  be  accom- 
plifhed.  Then,  when  the  difciples  faw  their  Lord  was 
him,  and  fled.  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  they  all  forlook 
him,  and  fled  for  fear,  as  he  had  foretold  them  they 
would,  left  they  Hkewife  (hould  be  feized  and  punitbed 
together  with  him. 

Apd  di«y  jy  And  thpy  who  had  take  Jefus  into  cuftody  hur* 
oti^Jcfiu,  fct  him  tied  him  away  nrft  to /fenax’s  houfe,  (John  xv ih.  ji.) 
a«ay  ro  edapbu  and  then  to  the  palace  of  Caiapbaf  the  high  prieft ; 
the  high,  ptjdh  where,  tho'  it  was  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  Hie  feribes 
tnT'ibe  dders  ^d  elders  were  got  together  to  fit  in  judgment  upon  him. 
were  affcmbfcd.  58  In  the  mean  while,  Peter,  having  a  little  rcco- 
*■  P*J.£T  vered  his  fright,  followed  Jefus  at  a  di  fiance,  as  they 
off.  unto thehigh  were  carrying  him  to  Caiapbas’  houfej  and,  foon  after 
prieft’ t  pd»«,  the  company  were  entered,  be  went  in,  and  mingled 
and  wcnit  in,  and  himfelf  with  the  fervants,  that  he  might  be  fefeened 
vajiu  'to'ftc  the  from  fufpiqoD,  and  might  fee  the  ifiue  6f  this  affair, 
end.  whether  Chrift’s  enemies  would  proceed  to  extremity  a- 

gainft  him,  or  whether  he  would  iniratuloufly  deliver 
„  himfelf  out  of  their  -hands. 

Vol.  I.  X°  59  Now 

NOTE. 

f  have  [hoajtfit  theft  rosy  be  taken  as  the  word*  of  the  who  makrt 

this  remark*  Sot  as  rdl^yty^u  may  he  rcotfcrtti,  &&  i.t  Jjur  ;  fa,  th?  fir 'iurr*  tnuji 
ftIUd2  urtrcclictf  a*  Ciuifl’s  own  wrrtUto  the  jvthUa-it  in  M»rk  4*. 
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CO  Now  the 
chief  pritfts  and 
elders,  and  *it  the 
council ,  loujjfit 
faltc  wlltieis  a- 
tfiinfl  jefiiatopiit 
him  to  death ; 


Co  But  found 
none  :  yra*  tho* 
many  faUe  wit- 
ndks  came*  yet 
found  they  none. 
A*  the  lift  came 
two  falic  wittief- 


6t  And  faiA, 
ThU  filter  faid, 
f  am  able  to  dc- 
ftroy  the  temple 
of  God*  and  to 
build  i;  in  three 
daft* 


And  the 
hifth  pridt  arofe* 
and  fadd  unto 
him,  Anfwereft 
thou  nothing  ? 
whit  ii  it  v Aid 
tlu  fc  .vitneO  a- 
theef 


59  Now  the  chief  priefta  and  elders  of  the  people, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  fanhedrim,  having  by 
their  authority  feized  and  bound  him,  and  yet  having 
nothing  criminal  to  lay  to  his  charge,  were  very  injui- 
fttive  and  induftrious  to  find  out  proper  tools,  that,  right 
or  wrong,  would  give  information  againft  him  of  fame 
crime,  which  might  furnilh  them  with  a  plaufiblc  pre¬ 
tence  to  condemn  him  as  deferring  to  die. 

60  But  they  could  meet  with  none  fuflicient  to  an- 
fwer  their  end :  Nay,  though  they  got  many  that  were 
wicked  and  malicious  enough  to  tefti/y  falfe  things  againft 
him}  yet  their  faUehoods  were  fo  evident,  and  fo iocon- 
fiftent  with  one  another,  that  they  confounded  than- 
felves,  and  the  council  could  make  nothing  of  them  to 
convift  him  of  any  capital  crime :  But,  at  length,  two 
falfe  wttneffes  appeared } 

6 1  And  -J-  mifreciting  and  milconftniing  feme  words 
he  had  formerly  fpoken,  about  railing  the  temple  of  his 
body  from  the  dead  three  days'  after  it  ihould  be  killed, 
they  alledged,  with  horrid  virulence  and  contempt,  M  We 
heard  this  wretch  lay,  that  he  could  and  would  demolilh’ 
our  famous  temple,  where  God  dwells  and  is  worlhip- 
ped,  and  build  it  again  in  three  days  which  they  fup- 
pofed  might  prove  -him  to  be  an  enemy  to  that  holy 
place,  and  to  be  a  (fled  by  the  fpirit  of  Beelzebub. 

62  And  as  Jcfus  made  no  reply  to  fuch  a  falfe  and 
frivolous  charge ;  but,  *$  a  Jbeep  before  her  Jbearcrs  is 
dumb,  fo  be  opened  not  his  mouthy  (Ifsu  Hit.  7.} }  the 
high  prieft  got  up  in  a  rage,  andfaid,  in  an  inliihing 
manner.  What !  do  yon  ftand  mute,  in  contempt  of 
the  court  ?  Do  not  you  hear  what  thefe  have  depofed  i 
What  defence  are  you  able  to  make  againft  an  accufa- 
tion,  by  two  wiineffes,  of  fuch  a  high  crime  and  mif- 
demeanour  ?  Or  why  do  they  thus  wttnefs  againft  you, 
if  it  be  not  true? 


Sj  Bat  Jefia 
fceM  lis  peace. 
And  titc  ht»!i 
prieft-  anfmered 
an  (I  laid  11  iOn  hi  in, 
I  adjure  thee  by 
(he  living  Hod, 
Iba  ibon  tel)  uf, 
whe- 


63  But..ftiil  Jefds  continued  blent  •,  not  becaufe  he 
did  nor  know  how  to  refute  fuch  a  palpable  calumny ; 
hut  that  he  might  let  them  take  their  own  courfe,  who 
he  knew  were  refolved  to  cut  him  off,  whatioever  he 
might  fay  for  himfelf,  and  to  turn  every  thing  againft 
him.  Then  the  high  prieft  urged  him  to  accule  him- 
fclf,  faying,  I  folemnly  charge  and  command  you  upon 
oath,  by  the  name  of  the  great,  the  living,  and  all- 
feeing  God,  that  you  frankly  declare  unto  us,  whether 


H  O 

f  They  made  a  filfe  rental  of  Olirifi's 

rrirrls,  in  order  to- thrirvrrrfttoj  twin  :  Tor 
fct  :Hd  n o*  1:  T,  1  f;'Ct  r-r  I  ?•■://  ii;;i irej*  35  in 
S,jli*rr  xi/.  jj.  ;  W.  Dtffrjy  i:;is  temple, 
jAn  :i  ip. :  Ar.d  to  thu  UmfUj  they  ad- 


T  F- 

ded,  inert  vtifp  bnrtdxf  Wark  xiv.  fB.  ;  there¬ 
by  idtniisiog  the  ftuf&of  hi*  words  to  the 
temple  ill  ytrufainnr  ;  whereas  he  Jpokc  with 
a  referciKe  to  the  temple  of  hi*  body*  which 
they  would  deftly,  Jtb*  ii.  w. 


Ch.  xxvi* 

vhdhcr  thou  he 
the  Cnrift,  the 
Son  of  God* 
ti4  Jctiis  faith 
unto  him.  Thou 
hall  Aid :  never- 

tbdeA,  1  Ay  on¬ 
to  you.  Hereaf¬ 
ter  (hall  yt  fee  the 
Son  of  mm  fit¬ 
ting  oq  the  light 
hand  of  power, 
and  coming  in  the 
cloud*  of  nemo* 


<Tbt  Evaagel'tft  Matthew  farafhrajed,  air 
you  really  chink  yourfelf  to  be  the  true  Meffiah,  who  is 
God's  eternal  Son. 

64  When  he  put  this  important  queflion  in  lb  awful 
a  manner,  jefus  thought  it  high  time  to  be  plain  and 
open  in  his  confefliun,  and  therefore  teplied.  It  is 
as  you  have  faid;  I  indeed  am  he,  tho'  ye  do  not  believe 
it.  However,  1  tell  you  all,  (  v,im )  The-time  is  coming, 
when  1,  who  am  the  true  Meffiah,  being  the  Son  of 
man  as  well  as  the  Son  pf  God,  (hall  bt-lieeu,  by  the 
whole  council  and  all  the  people,  exalted  in  dignity 
and  power  at  my  Father's  right  hand,  and  vifibly  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  according  to  ancient 
prophecies,  (P/al.  cx.  1.  and  Dan.  vik  13-):  In  a  little 
time,  ye  fliall  tee  the  wonderful  efruuon  of  my  Spirit  to 
glorify  me:  After  that,  fliall  ye  fee  me  coming  to  judge 
and  deftroy  this  city  and  nation ;  And  at .  the  laft  day, 
ye  (ball  fee  me  coming  in  all  my  glory  to  judge  the 
world ;  And  though  now  I  am  arraigned,  like  a  criminal, 
at  your  bar ;  ye  (hail  then  be  arraigned  at  mine,  and  for¬ 
ced  to  own,  that  I  am  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  as  I 
now  declare  myfelf  to  be.  (Seethe  note  on  Luke  xxii.  70.) 

65  The  high  pried  hearing  this,  immediately  rent 
his  garment,  in  token  of  de reflation  and  abhorrence, 
(as  the  Jews  ufed  to  do  when  they  thought  any  one 
Jpoke  blafphemoufly,)  and  faid,  He  has  now  reproached 
the  great  and  living.  God,  by  afiuming  fuch  glory  and 
power  to  hiiufelf  as  belong  only  to  him  :  What  occa- 
Con  have  we  to  fearch  for  other  witneflies,  or  to  hear 
any  farther  evidence  again!!  him  ?  Behold  how  he  is 
now  condemned-out  of  his  own  mouth ;  all  the  company 
have  heard  his  bare- faced  blafphctny. 

66  .What  think  ye  of  thefe  words  ?  Has  he  not  here¬ 
in  plainly  wimefled  againft  himfelf  as  a  blas  phemer  ? 
To  which  the  majority  f  of  them,  at  leaft,  replied.  Yes, 
yes ;  he  is  certainly  guilty  of  1  capital  crime,  for  which 
by  our  law  he  ought  to  die.  ^ 

67,-68.  As  fooq  as  they  had  thus  unrightcoufly  con-  . 
demned  him  %,  fome  of  the  company,  as  was  propbe- 
fied,  ( Ifa.  1.  6.)  began  to  fpit  in  his  face  with  indigna¬ 
tion  and  contempt,  which  fet  others  on  to  abufe  him 
with  all  manner  of  rude  indignities :  Some  of  them 
O  a  in- 

N  O  T  E  9. 

coufcflinn,  the  council  cither  retired  far  a 
lUilc  while*  «r  ordered  Jefus  to  withJnw,iill 
they  might  eonfider  wliat  further  ihr*  to 
take  with  him  ;  and  (hat  then  their  officers, 
who  h*d  him  iucafVody,  were,  the  ring- lead¬ 
er?.  nf  aft  this  tmoknee  and  barbarhy,  at  ilie 
initiation  of  the  prittir.  ^  *hc  notes  v4 
ihaf*  xxrii.  1.  *uJ  i-£r  itxii.  €$ 


dj  Then  the 
high  prieft  rent 
hii  clothes,  fir¬ 
ing,  He  hath  fpo- 
tai  blafpbemy ; 
what  further  seed 
have  we  of  wit- 
nefles  ?  behold, 
now  ye  have 
h  cW  h  ts  Uafphe- 
sny- 


46  What  think 
ye  i  They  an  *  5 
lwereri  and  faid, 

He  is  guilty  of 
death. 


Then  did 
they  fpit  in  HU 
face,  aiul  buffet¬ 
ed 


t  W  jySpk  of  JrimtfhtJi  and  Wwdswit* 
who  f«m  to  have  been  members  or  the 
hedrim,  were  prefcul  on  this  Deration,  the 
firft  of  thc&  did  not  con  fen  l  10  Chrift's  be¬ 
ing  put  to  death,  Lukt  xxui.  jo,  51.  ;  anil 
we  may  well  fuppofc  the  lame  of  the  lilt. 


J  U is  probable,  that,  upon  t!;c  foregoing 


412  *tbe  EvangeUJl  parapbrafed*  Ch.  xxfi. 

M  him;  and  o-  infolently  boxed  and  buffeted  him,  (<wMcr*^crf} »  and  o* 
thers,  having  blindfolded  him,  made 'their  game  of 


Uteri  {mate  h:m 
with  the  pa l nu  of 
flidr  hitnds, 

6%  Saying}  T*m- 
fWy  umo  ti% 
ftauCfcrift;  who 
if  he  ilui  fmoic 
I  her  ? 

Co  Noi?  Peter' 
Ctt  without  In  the 
|>alace  ;  sth!  a 
d  iFnfr!  ram 6  tmto 
fcm  tiring.  Thou 
uifo  wafl  with  Je- 
frt*of  Galilee, 
to  But  h<  de¬ 
nied  hrfore  them 
*11,  frying,  I  h^ow 
bat  whkt  thpu 

7 1  And 

he  was  out 

into  the  porch, 
another  Jr-Af 
him.  And  uri- 

In  iheiti  that  were 


him  in  a  ludicrous-  manner,  and  ftruck  him  with  their 
hands,  and  with  rods,  (wznrar,)  faying.  Now,  you  who 
pretend  to  be  a  prophet,  give  us  a  Specimen  of  your 
{kill,  and  name  this  and'the  other  man  that  fmote  you. 

69.  Whilft  all  this  was  doing,  Peter  continued,  not 
in  the  coon,  but  in  a  lower  part  cf  the  room  among  the 
fer rants,  {Mark  xiv.  66.)  ;  and  as  he  was  fitting  there,  a 
certain  maid-fervant,  obfemng  him,  came  to  him,  and 
faid,l  verily  believe  you  ate  one  of  the  difeipks  or  friends 
of  this  Jefus  of  Galilee  who  were  with  him  in  the  garden. 

70  But  Peter  being  furprifed  and  filled  with  fear  at  this 
oncxpe&etl  charge, made  a  rafhanfwer  all  in  aburry,  fay* 
ing,  in  the  hearing  of  the  whole  company,  I  know  no* 
thing  of  Jefus,  nor  what  you  mean  by  my  being  with  him. 

7 1  A  little  while  after,  he  went  out  into  the  porch, 
and  another  of  the  maid-fervante,  feeing  him  there,  faid 
to  fome  of  the  by-ffotidmj  Certainly  this  forry  fellow 
was  one  of  Jefus  of  Nazar ct ft* t  followers,  and  was  with 


there, Tiiis/w/ww  ,  him  when  he  was  apprehended. 


'j-as  alio  ^vifh  It- 
ftu  of  Nazareth, 

7t  And  at^in 
fcc  <knicd  wifli  an 
osrh,  I  do  not 
know  the  mift, 

73  And  alter 
a  while  carat  un* 
to  him  thry  (hat 
flood  by,  aftd  fa!d 
to  P«trf  Surely 
Ihou  alfo  an  en€ 
df  them,  for  lliv 
Jptech  bcwrayetfi 
*hee. 

74  Then 

gan  he  to  curie 
and  to  fwcarT/j*~ 
kttew  not 
the*  mao.  And 
imm/durdy  liia 
cock  crew, 

75  Ami  Peter 
remembered  ihc 
ivynl>  of  Jdirs, 
'frhich  nolo 
him*  Before  the 

cock  crow*  thou 
(halt  deny  me 
thrice.  And  he 
went  otit ,  and 
n-ept  bitterly. 


7a  Then  Peter,  over-hearing  her,  broke  out  into  a 
violent  paflkm  ;  and,  1 0  bear  her  down,  and  take  off  all 
fufpicion  from  himielf,  roundly  fwore  that  he  did  not 
fo  much  as  know  the- man  {he  fpake  of. 

73  And  a  little  after  this,  fome  others  of  the  company 
attacked  Peter  a  third  time,  faying,  It  finely  cannot  be 
true  that  you  are  not  one  of  Jefus  of  Galilei  *  difctples ;  for 
even  your  pronunciation  thews  you  to  be  a  Ga!ileant  you 
have  the  very  brogue  and  clowmfh  accent  of  that  country. 

74  Then  be  being  in  the  ttttnoft  conftertration,  and 
not  knowing  what  to  fay  for  hirofelf,  refohed  to  ftand 
it  out  to  the  laft;  and  fo  backed  his  denial  with  volleys 
of  oaths,  and  horrid  imprecations,  faying,  I  infill  opon 
it,  that  I  have  no  acquaintance  with  this  man,  and  ne¬ 
ver  fa W  him  till  now  ;  And  immediately,  upon  this  laft 
rooftihockfeg  denial,  the  coek  crew,  toward  break  of  day, 
as  ChriJt  bad  foretold  him,  (ver.  34.  fee  the  note  there.) 

75  And  Peter  no  fooner  heard  it,  than  he  reflected 
upon  the  previous  warning  (Thrift  had  given  him,  faying 
to  him,  Before  the  time  of  cOck-crowing  is  paft,  you 
will  three  times  over  deny  me  :  And  calling  this  to 
mind,  his  heart  was  melted  into  deep  contrition  for  his 
great  and  aggravated  fin  1  and  going  odt  from  the  com¬ 
pany,  to  give  free  vent  to  his  grief,  he  forely  lamented 
his  cafe,  weeping  bitterly. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  great  were  the  fufi'erings  of  the  Son  at  Cod,  in  which  he  likcwife  lhewed 

him* 
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hmkV  to  bt  real,  a  perfeft  and  lurfy  man ;  aarf  which  could  oevtr  haw  been  fo 
great*  bad  they  not  been  for  the  fin*  of  men  ■  He  trod  the  \vinr-preft  erf  his  fa* 
ther**  wrath  Alone;  none  of  bit  dhctpto  bore  any  part  in  the  work,  whereby  be 
took  away  fin,  reproach,  condemnation  and  death,  from  u«. ,  Far  this  pprpoii 
he  readOy  fubmhted  to  his  Father”*  will*  and,  According  to  ancient  prophecies, 
endured  the  worft  of  agonies,  abufcs  and  fhatne,  for  ns:  But  he,  who  was  then 
warned  as  a  crimifta!  at  the  bar  of  men,  and  was  treated  with  cruelty  and  ridi* 
cule  by  the  vileft  of  them,  Ih^ll  appear  in  all  hi*  glory,  to  the  ioy  of  his  faints, 
and  the  ccnfufion  ofhis  enemies,  at  the  la  ft  day.— How  thankfully  Atould  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God  celebrate  the  memonala  of  their  dear  and  dying  Saviour !  And  why 
ftiould  any  of  them  think  much  of  fu&rings  for  bis  fake,  who  his  undergone  fo 
niudi  for  theirs,  and  ha*  taken  out  the  fling  of  all  that  o-ji  hcf  il  Hicm  !  But  O 
how  malignant  and  hideous  an  evil  is  fin,  which  jcoft  our  Lord  fo  tlt^r  to  make  ai) 
atonement  for  it!  \r\d  into  what  monftrous  forms  does  it  ihape  itldf ;  foretimes 
deliberately  purfuing  the  mod  horrid  vilLnies,  under  a  dilguife  of  religion  mul 
fricndlhip;  and  at  others  Hurrying  cvcu  God’s  own  people  into  ftlf  .confidence  og 
one  hand,  and  dreadful  defections  on  the  other,  yea,  though  very  rarely,  into  ly¬ 
ing  oaths  and  curlings,  under  the  power  of  firong  temptations,  pafiion,  andfirar  ! 
How  jealous  fiiould  we  be  over  ouy  own  hearts ;  arid  how  ihnnkl  wo  dre?d  being 
left  to  ourfdvea,  or  refolving  and  acting  in  our  own  ftrcngrhl  What  need  have 
we  to  be  humble,  and  to  watch  and  pray  that  we  enter  not  into  temptation, 
l:nct,  when  once  it  begins  to  prevail,  none  knows  bow  far  it  may  carry  us  i 
Hut  if  at  any  time  we  have  fallen  by  our  iniquity,  our  rtpf  ntance  ougi  *  to  be  aiw 
fwerableto  our  fm;  and  if  we  have  the  grace  of  God  in  troth,  when  wr  have  fin* 
ned  grtevoufly,  uurreflcdtonp  upuQ  it  wijl  fill  us  with  fuch  furrows  as  often  make 
one  wetp  bitterly,  , 


CHAP.  XXVII. 

Qhrifi  delivered  to  Pilate,  r,  1.  Judas5*  defyair  and  death ,  3,-^-io« 
Chriffs  trial  before  Pilate,  I  The  clamour  of  the  people  d-, 

gainjl  him}  15, — 25.  His  being  fen  fenced  to  be  crucified,  and  the 
execution  of  it,  26, -*-44.  lleniariable  figns  attending  his  death , 
45 — 56.  His  burial and  his  fepulchre  watched,  57,— 64r 
T**‘-  Paraphrase. 

W “JLZ  TEsus  haring  been  thus  examined  and  condemned  by 
wu  cMue,  dl  ib«  J  the  council,  they  retired  (at  a  little  while  f  >  and, 
diicf  pridts,  md  when  the  morningrlight  appeared,  the  whole  fanbcdiim, 
sopWwg  ptoftlr  of  the  chief  priefts  and  elders,  went 
lipinft  jefu,  to  into  further  consultations  about  what  courfe  they  (hould 


ier  confultations  about  what  courfe  they  (hould 


wit  him  u>  death-  take  that  might  be  ir.oft  effectual  to  cut  him  off. 

*  And  when  2  And  33  the  Romans  hud  lately  taken  the  chief 
they  hut  tajnd  power-of  life  and  death  into  their  own  bands,  the  feep- 
•  5  •  l  tfc  having  departed  from  Judah,  juft  as  the  great  Shi* 
’  foil,  or  promifed  Mcfliah,  came,  {Gen.  x!ix.  10. -tee  the 
note  on  John  xriii.  31.)  the  council  ordered  him  to  he 
hound  like  a  capital  offender  ;  and  then,  leading  him 
thro*  the  ftyeeis,  tu  make  him  a  public  fpe£hde  of  their 

tri- 

NOTE. 

t  ThUfetms  fromloib  xirii*  4&:  to  have  /  or  rift,  at  the  anuicU’s  meeting  s- 

been  a  fecojid  inhering  of  the  finbdrim  if*  gain,  they  rmtiDiiiied  him  upon  that  ani- 
ter  a  ihort  reoeft :  Bui  then,  either  the  evan-  cle,  to  ice  whether  he  would  Hand  to  the  anr 
aefift  Lak*  placed  the  exam  mat  km  of  Chrijl,  ftcr  that  he  had  before  given  to  their 


About  hit  bang  the  Son  of  God,  m  a  dider- 
cct  order  from  ihe  mpgdiftft  wl 


IbuD  about  iU 
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tviy,  and  dtii-  triumph,  rage,  and  fcorn,  they  brought  him,  as  an  in* 
famous  maJefa£lor,  to  Pontius  Pilate ,  who  at  that'time 
ymiori  was  the  Roman  governor  of  Judea ;  and  fo  fulfilled 

Ch rift’s  owo  prophecy,  that  they  fhould  deliver  hint  to 
the  Gentiles  to  be  crucified,  (chap/xx.  19.) 
j  Then  jud«  ^  Then  Judas >  who  had  treacherdnfly  betrayed  him 
SjodhS,  into  thoir  hands  J,  as  Toon  as  he  found  that  his  Matter 
he  Jaw  tli^t  he  fuffrred  himfelf  to  be  condemned  by  the  council  and 
was  cDRck^n^a,  to  rema;n  under  their  power  who  were  likely  to  procure 
aSl^brought  /-  his  dea*hf  he  was  filled  with  horror  and  agony,  in  re' 
£uin  the  thirty  fle&ion  on  h  is  own  aggravated  wickednefs  \  and  wiihing* 
SireShwfitT£fi0  l^°r  to°  ^ate>  ^  never  been  committed,  he  went 
and  cider*,1**  *  and  returned  the  thirty  pieces  of  Giver  for  which  he  had 
fold  his  Lord,  to  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  from  whom 
he  had  received  them, 

4  Saying,  I  *  4  Spying,  to  Ch  rift’s  honour,  to  their  caotion,  and 
have  tinned,  hi  his  own  conhiiion,  I  have  been  guilty  of  the  word  of 

that  I  luvc  be—  .  0  .  . 

traced  the  inno-  vifianies,  iii  betraying  an  innocent  perfon  even  to  death, 
cem  Mood.  And  But,  inftead  of  their  taking  conviction  of  their  own 
theyfiiU,  Wh«  crime  in  Hiring  him  to  do  it,  they  put  it  off  with  a  Tight, 
thoi  to  tbeu  and  La  id,  What  care  we  :  that  is  no  fault  of  ours;  you 
muft  look  to  it  yourfclf :  We  do  not  know  that  he  is  in* 
noccnt,  whatever  you  dp;  nay,  we  have L  judged  him 
worthy  of  death-  -  ' 

$  And  lie  aft  5  And  when  be  faw  yyirh  what  neglect  they  treated 
6f 'mv't^in^the  and  that  there  was  no  flopping  rheir  profecurion 

temple,  and  He-  °f  Jclus,  he,  in  the  vexation  and  terror  of  his  mind, 
jranrti,  and  went  threw  down  the  money  they  had  given  him  f  in  one  of 
and  hanged  him-  (|)c  chambers  of  the  temple;  and,  overwhelmed  with 
insupportable  anguifti  and  dcfpair,  retired  into  fomefb- 
litary  place,  and  there  $  was  fuftbeated,  and  fell  down 
headlong  with  fach  agony  and  violence;  as  to  bur  ft  rbe 
rihi  of  his  belly,  and  let  put  his  bowels,  {ABs  i.  18.} 
ehirf  priefhi  wilk  Upon  Judas’s  leaving  the  money  with  the  chief 

(hs  Ltiver  pieces,  pncfts,  they  took  it  np  ;  but  s  hypocritically  pretended 
■  -and  ;  chat 

MOTES. 

«  ‘j?^***!  iiMihnod,  hoped  that  jirfjttS.  cpmc 

Oirift  would  have  confounded  hi*  enemies,  ht  falBa$  htadhtfr  bsrii  ufuuicr  U  ski  mfr?/ 
"!  *^oll ; niadc  rfcape,  and  that  he  ate  eufU y  nccmiivcd  for,  dihl  jrconcilcd,  by 

fhould  hive  got  their  money  without  -foppniing,  tkhtr  that  hr  ^  (lrjn«hed  with 
a*ty  damag?  done  to  hr*  (natter:  grief  or  by  the  powrr  of  satan  in  him  f  and* 

T  it  feems  hy  his  thtvwmj;  down  the  mo-  foiling  down*  hu  bowels  gu&td  out;  or  that, 
J'fjy  in  the  temple,  that  t!i«  f*nficdrim  were  if  lie  haugrd  himfelT,  iht  r*Hie,  or  ilut  to 
adjourned  to  ihrir  coimcil-dixnbet  m  an  »-  -which  it  **s  feJWd,  hw*hr,  ai  d  fo  he  fdl 
part  men:  of  i  he  temple,  to  fiimh  their  contuJ-  down;  and  if  this  trere  at  the  top  of  fooie 
taiioiis  Tgaiofr  Jefus  there.  Jf  fo,  the  biftery  precipice,  it  ocofioned  the  greater  violctiie 
t',  !:'  lts  ^c  order;  and  tUit  is  no  need  in  the  fdl,  and  the  more  jjgnaliy  enanifdlcd 
^  after  the  eondem  nation  of  (he  rt£httoi»  jodement  of  Uod  in  to  uncom- 
Chnft  by  Pifcftt  as  the  iiarmonilh  general-  mon  a  death  of  Ainacblcfc  traitor, 

,"1,.  ^  f  '  E  ft  is  likely  tha:  they  had  taken  kttat  of  the 

5  I  '?  rxjfLre.iior)  here  n.ed,  awwy^r^  be  trcjiiry  of  ilie  temple  taliiit  Jhetraiior,  under 
kangrd  or  wisfrJUciuf  j  and  that  in  pretence  that. this  was  for  the  for  vice  of- God* 


Ch.  xxvii.  The  Evangefij}  Ma tth p.w .faraphrafed.  215 
and  fiad,  |t'wiw»  that  it  ought  not  to  be  put  among  the  offerings  for  the 
dw?1' ?he  temp]f»  bccaufe  it  bad  been  employed  to  procure  the 
utafniy,  hcnwfc*  Ihedding  of  human  blood  :  And,  though  they  made  no 
it  is  the  price  «f.  for  u  pie  of  pur&ung  an  innocent  man  to  death*  they 
Hood.  were  tlnwiliing  to  take  the  Giver  again  for  their  own  ufe, 

left  they  Ihould  thereby  bring  the  load  of  guilt,  and  the 
odium  of  it,  upon  themfelves,  which  was  contracted  by 
its  having  been  the  price  that  obtained  the  delivery  of 
Jefus  into  their  hands  hi  order  to  his  being  put  to  death* 
f  And  they  7  But  (ji)  they  contrived  to  eafe  their  own  confer* 
^njrtndditiwin  ence?»  «id  put  a  fair  glofs  upon  what  they  had  done, 
tbc  pouett  &dd,  hy  difpohng  of  the  money  in  fome  public  charity j  ac» 
u  bety  ftrangers  cordingly  they  purchafed  with  it  a  piece  of  ground, 
“•  which  was  called  The  f  potter**  field,  to  be  a  burying* 

place  for  fuch  profeJ  ytea  of  their  religion  as  they  thought 
were  not  worthy  to  be  interred  in  the  fame  places  with 
with  themfelves. 


9  Wherefore 
thaitidd  was  call¬ 
ed,  The  field  of 
blood,  umo  this 
d iy* 

p(*l,Heo  ww  ful¬ 
filled  that  which 
waafpokcitby  Je¬ 
remy  the  pro* 
phetf  frying.  And . 
thcyiooluhe  thir¬ 
ty  pieces  of  Gltcr, 
tilt:  price  of  him 
that  was  rallied, 
whom  they  of  the 
children  of  l  Inal 
did  valuer 

10  And  gave 
them  for  the  pot¬ 
ters  field,  as  the 
Lord  appointed 
me.) 

%  1  And  Jefits 
food  before  the 
governor  ;  and 
the  governor  a(k* 
cd  him,  frying. 
Art 


8  Therefore  the  name  of  that  field  was  changed  and 
the  providence  of  God  fo  ordered  it,  for  perpetuating 
the  memory  of  their  infamous  crime ;  it  being  horn  that 
time  forward  called  Aceldama,  which  fignifi.es  The  JUtd 
of blood,  (Ads  i,  19.) 

9,  to.  By  thefe  remarkable  circcmftances,  that  which 
was^figurativcly  exprefled  by  the  prophet,  was  really  ac- 
complilhed  in  what  tbefe  Jems  did  to  Chrift,  where  it 
is  laid,  (Zeck  xi.  X2,  13.}  %  They  weighed  for  my  price 
thirty  pieces  of  filver.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  me,  Cajl 
it  unto  the  potter :  A  goodly  price  that  I  was  prized  at 
of  them  l  And  I  took  the  thirty  pieces  <f  filver,  and  cajl 
them  to  the  potter  in  the  bovfe  cf  the  Lord. 

II  When  the  Jews  had  brought  jefus  before  Pilate , 
they,  knowing  how  jealous  the  Roman  government  were 
of  all  attempts  to  throw  off  their  yoke,  accufed  him  of 
fetting  htmfelf  up  for  the  Chrift,  which  they  inter* 
pretea  to  imply,  that  he  fet  up  for  king  of  the  Jews ,  to 
deliver  them  from  CafaPo  power,  {Luke  xxiii.  2.)  and, 
as  he  ftood  arraigned  under  this  charge  at  Pilate1 s  bar, 
he  interrogated  him  upon  that  head,  ,  laying,  Vo  you 


NOTE  S. 

f  TI115  fiernc  10  bzyc  been  a  field  owned  vm  the  running- title  of  alt  that  volume :  O- 
by  fame  poster*  ar  tiled  to  fop  ply  potters-  there  think  thaT  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  de¬ 
arth,  or  to  receive  broken  pieces  of  pots,  vemh  chapter*  of  ZtfbtrhAi  neve  writen  by 
i  At  tbdeword*  sue  only  found  in  Zzcha-  Jtrtmuh:  OtKm  o(>]'cnre  that  the  Stavt 
riabt  and  not  in  Jtr&niabt  fomt  luppoic  they  and  Vtrjx  Tcr&w  real*  //  Jp&tH  fry 
were  firll  fpokco  hy  Jcretmah^  or  written  ia  tbd  william  naming  by  whom ;  AM 

fomc  apocryphal  hook  of  hb  which  b  loft,  others  foppofe,  that  the  tranlcrbcre  might 
and  were  afterwards  repeated,  av  finite  other  jnifhkc  Zj  ta  for  If  nr,  as  biihop  H*ii  lay*  Iw 
things  were,  by  Zit&ariufr  ;  cm  which  op-  has  taa  ihcie  tunics  abbreviated  in  an  old 
eooot  the  Jews  ufed  to  fry,  that  tbefpfrtt  of  tnanurciipr.  However*  it  U  of  little  impur- 
JiTcmab  was  in  ZttbariJb:  Others  fuppofe  fance  which  of  tbcfcway*  we  take  to  account 
that  the  prophecy  of  J<r<xnah  was  placed  for  this  difficulty,  ibcc  it  docs  not  dial  th% 
firii  in  the  volume  of  the  prophets,  and  Jo  dotftrutc  iifclf. 


2i6  The EvangeRjl  Matthew  paraphrased.  Ch.  xxvu. 
Art tfwu toting  indeed  profefs  to  be  the  king  of  the  Jews  ?  To  which 
Mb  J*^08  reP1*cc*>  '*  18  7°“  fy*  *n  ?  certain  fenfe  of  the 

Hm”  Thou  l&y-  words  ;  though  not  fo  as  to  imply  a  temporal  dominion) 
«ft.  ’  like  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  [John  xviii.  36.) 

ii  And  qrheq  And  while  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the  peo- 

pic  multiplied  clamorous  acculations,  be,  knowing  his 
en4  <!<&(, bean*  own  innocence,  and  the  apparent  weakneft  and I incon- 
fwered  nothing,  hfteacy  of  their  charges,  and  knowing  that  his  time 
teas  come,  took  no  care  to  arifwer  them,  hut  filently 
committed  himfetf  to  him  that  judgeth  righteoufly. 

'  13  Thrn  faith  13'  Then  Pilate  Cud,  Do  not  you  hear  how  your  ap? 
H«rrft,"h*o1p«  CU*V8  depofe,  that  you  pervert  the  nation,  forbid  to 
bowmanythings  give  tribute  to C*far%  make  yourfelf  a  king,  and  incite 
they  witneft  a-  the  people  to  rebellion  through  all  Jewryt  and  that  by 
the*  2  their  law  you  ought  to  die  becau/e  you  make  yourfelf 
the  Son  of  God?  {Luke  xxiii.  a,  j.  and  Join  xix.  7.) 
What  have  you  to  offer  againft  all  thde  charges?  Why 
do  not  you  clear  yourfelf  r 

14  And  he  an-  14  And  yet,  tho*  he  was  thus  prdfed  to  anfwer,  he 
**eTwwd  ‘IT  continued  entirely  filent  ;  fo  that  Pilate  was  greatly 
innehthat  ihewK  amazed  to  think  what  might  be  the  reafon  of  this  un- 
vernor  inatvcUcd  common  behaviour. 


greatly. 

if  Naval 
feaft  the  governor 
-wi*  wont  to  rt* 
]aCc  unto  the 
people  a  pri¬ 
soner,  whom  they 
would. 

itf  And  they 
hid  then  a  nota¬ 
ble  priftvner,  exil¬ 
ed  Bara  tikis. 

ty  Therefore, 
*v]i£n  they  vrtrt 
g-rlherrd  toge  - 
thar,  Pilate  mid 
vnto  them  , 
will  ye 
that  1  releaf*  un- 
ro  ytw  ?  *  Barub- 
has  1  .  or  Jefiu; 
whti+i  is  cill&d 
Chrifl  > 
idForheknew 
that  tor  envy 
tliey  had  ddl«r* 
cd  him. ‘  '  ■ 


t|  When  He 
on 
tho 


15  Now  it  was  cuftomary  for  the  governor  of  Judea 
to  gratify  the  people  with  the  releaic  of  fome  prifoncr, 
whom  they  Ihould  chufe,  at  every  paiTovcr,  in  honour 
of  that  feftival,  which  was  a  commemoration  of  their 
own  deliverance  out  of  Egypt. 

16  And  it  fell  out  at  this  paffover,  that  they  had  a  no¬ 
torious  malefactor  in  prifbn,  one  Bar abbas y  who-had  head¬ 
ed  feveral  feditious  perfons  in  an  infurre&ura,  and  been 
guilty  of  robbery  and  murder  it)  the  riot,  {Markxv. 7.} 

17  When  therefore  the  chief  of  the  Jews  were  ga¬ 
thered  together  to  demand  judgment  againft  Jcfus,  Pi- 
late%  fnppoCng  that  they  could  hardly  prefer  lb  infamous 
a  rogue  its  Bar  abbot  to  him,  made  a  propofat  to  them, 
that,  fince  he  was  to  releafe  fome  one  prifoncr  at  that 
feaft,  they  Ihould  chtife  which  they  pleafcd  of  the  two 
whom  be  would  mention;  and  they  were,  this  abomi¬ 
nable  wretch  Barabbas,  and  Jefut  whom  many  among 
them  efteemed  as  their  Mcfliah. 

18  For  the  governor  was  well  fatisCed  by  their  ma¬ 
nagement  in  the  whole  of  this  profecution  of  Jefus  at  his 
tribunal,  that  it  was  envious  and  malicious,  on  account 
bf  the  hi^h  reputation  be  h^d  gained  among  the  people, 
who  it  might  be  hoped  would  have  appeared  on  the  Gdc 
of  one  that' had  been  fo  great  a  favourite  of  many  of  them. 

19  Ahd  he  was  the  more  confirmed  in  his  good  opi¬ 
nion  of  Jefus,  and  in  his  inclination  to  favour  him,  by 


Ch.  xxvii.  The  Evangchft  Matthew  parapbrafed .  .2 17 

fat  l^Jrifcfent  *  roc^?e  that  was  brought  from  bis  wife  whillt  be  was 
i“rahL,f4hifr  “*  judgment  on  this  caufe:  For  fhe  fcnt  an  ear- 

Have  lJkhi  do-  ntft  and  folenm  warning  to  him,  laying,  I  beg  of  you 
not  to  any  fevCTC  femence  upon  that  righteous  man 

focibmfsfired  w^o  i$  now  before  you ;  for  I  have  been  exceedingly 
muythmgfi  this  terrified  in  an  uncommon  dream  about  him  this  mor* 

beL«*  rflbiT*  ning }  4111  ^f***1*  ieft  be  fliould  be  condemn¬ 

ed,  and  700  and  your  family  fliouid  fall  under  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  God  for  it  t- 

loBntlwdMtf  20  But  the  more  God  feemed  to  appear  for  him,  the 
dui pcrfuBibdibc  more  *be  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the  Jeiut  fet  them- 
multitude  that  lelves  again  ft  him  j  and  by  their  incereft  with  the  com- 
mon  people*  took  all pofiible  pains  to  prevail  upon  them 
Jlror  jefu.  to  demand  that  Barabbat  might  be  freed,  and  that  Jefus 
might  be  pat  to  death, 

11  2 1  ®ot  PM***  being  rather  defirous  to  fet  Jefus  at  lt- 

«d^ntoer*m'I  berry,  as  being  perfuaded  of  bis  innocence,  put  the 
Whether  it  che  queftion  a  fecond  time  to  the  whole  multitude,  laying, 
r«ain  wjM  y« that  Which  of  thefe  two  perfons  do  ye  infill  upon  being  Tet 
y(B/>  They  liberty  ?  And  they,  under  the  influence  of  the  chief 

jfcinbbai.  '  priefts  and  elders,  anfwered,  Barabbat, 

*1  Kbic  faith  22  Upon  this  the  governor  faid  to  them,  What  then 
"m.?  would  ye.  have  me  do  with  Jefus,  who  is  efteemed  by 

with  Jdin,  Which  many  to  be  your  MdEah  ?  Shall  I  releafe  him  alfo?  Or 
it  railed  chrift }  will  ye  leave  it  to  me  to  do  as  1  think  proper  with  him  ? 

hinTuUunTbe  ®ut  ^<7  ^  anfwered,  M  wjtb  one  confent.  Let  him  be 
crucified.  condemned  to  be  crucified,  and  fo  fuffer  the  molt  Ihamc- 

ful  death  that  can  be  inflicted  upon  him. 

*  j  Andtbejo-  23  Pilate  replied,  Why  do  ye  infill  on  his  being  cru- 
wIm ^ilhuMw  c*^ed  •  What  capital  crime  has  he  been  guilty  of  to  de- 
dooe?  Bot  cher  ferve  it  ?  I  do  not  find  that  ye  have  proved  any  thing  a- 
eried  oat  the  gajnft  him,  for  which,  according  to  the  Roman  laws,  he 
STiSStf.  ought  to  die,  {See  the  noceon'Iirfrxxm.  22.}  But,  for 
want  of  evidence,  they  cried  out  with  the  greater  fury 
and  clamour,  We  hate  him,  and  cannot  endure  the 
thoughts  of  his  living  >  nothing  lefs  will  farisfy  us  than 
that  he  be  crucified. 


*4  When  Pi- 
htc  itw  that  he 
could  prevail  oOp- 
thing,  hut.  dut 
rather  a  tumult 
was  madr^M  wok 
wa- 


24  The  governor  then  finding  it  was  in  vain  to  ftrive 
againft  the  ftream,  and  that  they  grew  more  and  more 
outrageous  and  defperate  by  all  that  he  could  lay  to 
convince  or  foften  them,  was  in  a  great  ftrait  between 
bis  own  judgment  and  confidence  on  one  hand,  and  his 
feats  of -the  people's  rage  on  the  other;  and  therefore, 
to  ftifle  his  own  con  visions,  and  at  the  fame  time  quiet 
the  multitude,  he  thought  of  an  expedient,  which  he 
prepofteroufiy  imagined  would  acquit  himfelf  from 


NOTE. 


guilt. 


t  This  ms 1  fpttial  appearance  of  Providence  to  bear  wlinefl  tc  Cksid'f  imicecacc,  uliUQ 
hi*  tumid werctading  him  with  wijuft  fCpjwd.es* 


2l8 

4urer»  and  walhcd 
hu  hinds  before 
the  innletode, 
faying*  t  am  in* 
iwcent  of  the 
bliiod  of  ihk  juft 
peribq:  foe  ye  to 
i/* 


*j  Then  an* 
JWrcd  aU  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  fold.  His 
blood  k  on  us, 
rad  on  our  chil¬ 
dren* 


%6  Then  reiet- 
fo]  he  Baribhu 
unto  them:  and 
when  be  bad 
faurged  Jefus,hc 
delivered  hioi  to 
^e  crnrifed* 
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guilt*  whilft  be  gratified  them ;  and  that  was*  to  yield 
to  their  importunity*  and  yet  proteft  agamft  the  fw : 
And  fo  he  called  for  a  baton  of  water  $  and  wafhing 
his  hands  f,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  people*  laid*  By 
this  fignificative  a&ion  I  clear  mylclf*  and  teftify,  before 
God  and  you*  tbat.l  am  not  guilty. of  fheddiog  the  Mood 
of  cilia  righteous  man*  whom  ye  force  me  to  condemn ; 
ye  alone  (hall  be  anfweraUe  for  it  to  God  and-the  whole 
world*  whatever  may  be  the  confequeuce* 

25  Then  all  the  aflemhly*  in  the  heat  of  their  rage* 
replied*  Be  it  fo :  We  fear  no  guilt  or  danger  on  this 
(core  ;  if*  as  you  imagine*  .there  fhould  be  any*  we  ac¬ 
quit  you,  and  take  it  all  upon  ourfelves :  Let  it  He  re¬ 
venged  upon  us  and  ours  to  the  fared  pofterity; .  So  lafh 
and  prefumptuous  were  they*  in  entailing  the  moft  dread¬ 
ful  curfeof  God  upon^homfielves,  and  upon  their  chil¬ 
dren  yet  unborn ! 

26  Pilate  having  got  thU  poor  falvo  for  his  own  eon- 
feienoe*  and  being  over-awed  by  tbeii'  tumultuous  cla¬ 
mours*  proceeded  to  difeharge  Bar  abbas-,  that  notorious 
malefactor,  whofe  crimes  were  To  great  and  complicated, 
that  it  can  hardly  he  thought  he  ever  could  have  obtained 
a  releafc,  had  he  not  been  put  in  competition  with  the 
holy  One*  whom  they  wickedly  abhorred ;  And  when 
he  had  ordered  Jcfus  to  be  lererely  %  fcp  urged,  in  hopes 
that  fuch  an  ignominious  and  cruel  poniflimenl  might 
have  fariafied  the  people*  but  found  that  even  this  would 
not  appeaCe  them*  {John  xix.  1.  &c.)  he  at  laft  pafled 
fentence  upon  him*  and  delivered  him  up  to  the  Reman. 
officers  to  be  crucified  J--. 

27  That 


NOTES. 

t  Some  think  that  Watt,  having  lived  a-  cruet  in  this  fat  of  pumfbtnent,  at  appears 
rnong  the  Jfvt,  did  this  itt  conformity  to  1  from  Eufdva't  account  ol  their  inliding  it 
caitom  he  had  learned  from. them,  according  on  the  primitive  martyrs  ;  uT  whom  he  %s, 
to  Viut.  xxi.  d,  j.  and  Pftt.  xxvL  tf.  Buto-  “  All  the  ipcfkaior*  were  rflouifbed  when 
lliers  fuppofe  it  was  in  conformity  to  a  rite  **  they  A**  their  flefb  torn  with  fcourgei,  e- 
®f  this  nature  vtnoug  the.  {Seari/ei,  as  well  as  “  ven  to  theirvetn*  and  arteries,  lb  that  their 

2rrwj,  who,  tsdcapfe  chemfelves  from  the  M  very  bowels  might  be  fee* E*j&.  Ecchf. 
food  they  (bed,  ufed  to  waJh  their  hands  .  Jfi/f.  lib.  iv.  cap.  1  j.  And  as  oor  Saviour 
f‘ Whipping  or  icoBrgmg,  in  criminal  cs*  was  icoorged  at  Filal/s  order,  it  feems  to 
fes,  wars  puniduneni  frequently  ofed  both  'have  been  done  by  his  officer*  after  the  Jfowea 
hy  llte  Jrvts  and  ilmw.  The  Tirwt  coin-  fafhion,  and  to  have  been  very  fevere  at  well 
wvoly  iqfliAcd  it  lay  a  whip  of  three  cards,  as  diigraccful  j  for  PSitff  thereby  intended 
and  limited  the  nnrnher  of  Hripes  to  thirty-  to  move  die  compaffioti  of  the  ’Jnzi  toward 
one,- (1  Ctr.  xi.  »p.) ;  and  fo  they  gave  only  him  in  order  to  his  being  released,  rather 
thirteen  ftrukes  with  .the  fcourge  of  three  than  to  have  him  fcourged  in  order  to  bit  be- 
lalhes,  that  they  might  be  litre  not  to  exceed  ing  crucified,  os  appears  from  Lait  xaiii. 
forty  (tripes,  aemrdntg  to  the  law  in  Dew.  tf,  i«,  n-  Jsha  xix.  j, — e. ;  And  fo  «« 
atxv.  j.  But  the  Kmmt  moft  ufual  way  of  I«r»»  ffaytixarai  vx-pSam,  Js<.  may  be 
fcourguig  was  with  liich  rods  nr  wands  as  the  rendered,  Having  nlttaiy  fccurgtd  T^i,  it 
Jiffon  carried  id  a  bundle  before  their  chief  JtBvtred  Urn  » le  cruafcA. 
magiflrates  :  And  they,  not  confining  them-  J|  When  a  perfon  was  crucified,  he  was 
/elves  to  the  Jtwijb  number,  were  exceeding  nailed  to  the  croft,  as  it  lay  upon  the  ground, 

through 
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a  7  Then  the 
fbldkrsorthe  go¬ 
vernor  took  Je- 
fiu  into  the  com¬ 
mon  hil^iud  ft* 
thered  atitt)  hun 
the  whole  band  of 

»a  And  they 
{tripped  him,  and 
pit  on  him  a 
lcarkc  robe. - 


19  And  when 
they  had  obued 
*  crown  oft  norm* 
they  put  it  upon 
hit  head,  a 
reed  i,)  his  right 
ha:H:  imd  they 
braved  the  knee 
before  him,  and 
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27  Then  PiJatSi  guards  feizing  Jei'us,*  dragged  lint 
into  the  common  ball;  and  there  they  brought  their 
whole  company  about  him*  inhumanly  to  intuit  him, 
and  to  make  themlclves  merry  with  him ;  they  being 
more  difpoied,  by  their  temper  and  profeflion,.  to  fall 
in  with  the  fury  of. the  people,  than  with  the  thnorouf- 
nefs  of  the  governor. 

28  And  as  they  had  heard  that  he  was.  profeeuted  un¬ 
der  the  chara&er  of  the  king  of  the  Jmttt  they,  in  dfcri* 
fion,  polled  off  his  own  clothes,  and  put  upon  him  a  red 
cloak,  fiich  as  the  foldicn.  ufed  to  wear,  to  mimick  the 
fcarlet  robes  of  princes. 

29  And,  having  wreathed  a  parcel  of  thorns  into  the 
form  of  a  crown,  they,  to  cairy  on  the  jeft  with  barba¬ 
rous  mockery,  let  it  upon  his  head,  at  once  to  ridicule 
and  torment  him }  and  putting  a  reed,  or  hollow  cane, 

into  his  right  hand  for  a  feepere,  aufwerable 
to  his  fham  robes  and  crown,  they,  in  a  way  of  jeer  and 
fcorn,  kneeled  down  before  him,  and  ufed  the  form  of 


mac  imd  hun,  fay- 
ii%  Hail*  ting 
of  the  Jew*. 

jo  And  they 
fpit  upon  liimt 

&ndt*ok  the  reed, 
and  fmotehimon 
the  head: 

31  And  after 
that  they  h*d 
mocked  him, they 
took  the  robe  oif 
lYam  him,  and 
pi  Ids  uivn  wi* 
ntciU  on  him,  stntl 
ltd  him  away  to 
crariiy  him* 


%%  And  u they, 
dine  trot,  they 
found 


falutation  that  was  given  to  kings  and,  emperors,  fay¬ 
ing.  with  a  taunt,  Hail,  long  live  the  king  of  the  Jews. 

30  And  then  with  indignation  and  conreinpt,  they 
fpit  In  his  face  3  and,  taking  the  cane  out  of  his  hand, 
liruck  with  it  upon  the  crown  of  thorns,  that  their 


points  might  the  more  painfully  pierce  his  head  f. 

31  And  after  they  had  glutted  thcmfdves  with  ma¬ 
king  him  their  fport,'and  with  ahuling  and  putting  all 
manner  of  indignities  upon  him,  they  itripped  hinrof 
his  mock  robe,  to  fignify  that  they  had  di veiled  him  of 
all  his  kingly  authority;  and  put  his  own  coat  upon 
him  again,  that  thofe  foidiers  might  have  their  booty 
who  were  to  be  moll  immediately  employed  in  his  exe¬ 
cution;  and  then,  obliging  him  to  carry  bis  own  ctofs, 
(John  tax.  17.)  (they  led  him  like  a  lamb  to  the  Daugh¬ 
ter,  and  hurried  him  away  through  the  city  to  the  pjjcs 
of  his  crucifixion,  which  was  without  the  gates  of  Jc- 
rufafem,  (Heb.  xiii.  12.) 

32  But  fearing  leii  he  Ihould  faint,  and  die  under  the 
burden,  and  lo  they  Ihould  lofe  the  opportunity  of  gra- 

teftify- 

NOTES. 


through  each  hand  extended  to  its  men  oft  the  people,  who  were  capital  ofnJcr!  ; 
firetch,  and  through  both  the  feet  together;  but  Jefus  was  to  endure  this,  that  the  very 
then  the  croft  waserefted,  and  the  foot  of  it  nature  of  the  death  iiftlf  niigh:  hniituic.  Lit 
thrufi,  with  a  violent  »£,  into  a  hole  preps-  bearing  far  Jit  it  V  bis  iWH  bwfyoataetrte,  iiiul  h- 
r«l  in  the  ground  to  secure  it ;  and  diii  Jog  iag txedee atrftfor ui /  j  Pet.it.  X4.G3I.  iii.  >)- 
disjointed  toe  body,  whole  whole  weighthung  §  As  it  leant  front  Jd«  sis.  that  fiime 
upun  the  nails,  which  went  through  die  of  theft  things  were  done to  Jeli.s  before  K- 
hjiiJs  and  fat,  dll  the  perfbs  expired  by  late  had  condemned  him,  »t  may  Ibpf.'Se 
mere  dint  of  pain.  Tfoia  kind  of  doth,  that  they  were  afterwards  aelcd  over  again  ; 
•  hkh  was  the  moil  cruel,  duoefnl,  and  cur-  or  elft,  that  this  cvMjdifl,  and  Mari  (chap, 
fed  death  that  could  be  deviled,  was  sled  ou-  xv.  iff,— 10.)  rrciicd  them  all  together  as 
!y  by  the  ScuiaEs  tor  Haves,  and  the  loftA  of  things  of  a  like  uaturc. 
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frond  a  nan  of 
Cyme »  Simon 
Iky  name :  bin 
tiicy  compelled  u 
bar  hit  croft* 
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tifying  their  cruelty  in  a  puhlic,  ftiamdul,  and  miferahle 
execution}  when,  as  they  were  going  out  of  the  city, 
they  met  with  one  Simon,  a  Cyrmean,  who -was  coining 
that  way  out  of.  the  country,  they  prefTed  this  man  to 
carry  the  crofe  after  him  f.  {Luke  xxiil.  26.) 

33,  34. 1  And  when  they  came  to  a  place,  a  little  way 
out  of  the  .city,  called  in  the  Hebrevs  language,  or  Sj- 


33  And  vhco 
they  were  came 

dialed,  Golgotha,  which  Cgnifies  The  'place  0/ a 
if  to  fa^aplKcof  fiu&  in  (lead  of  giving  him  a  ftupifying  potion  of  fpi- 
a  lkuIljW,  ced  wine,  as  they  ufed  to  do  in  compafhon  to  malefic- 

34  Tbqf  wy]CI1  tbey  were  to  be  crucified,  they  gave  him  a 

cup  of  vinegar  mixed  with  gall,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark 
xv.  23.)}  thereby  literally,  though  undefignedly,  ful¬ 
filling  an  ancient  prophecy  concerning  him,  [Pfal,  lxix. 
21.)  And  when  he  had  taued  the  four  and  bitter  potion, 
as  much  as  was  fufficient  to  give  him  the  naufeous  relifh 
of  it,  he  refufed  to  drink  it,  that  he  might  take  nothing 
either  to  incre'afe,  or  to  make  him  infen fible  of,  his  pain. 

35  Then  they  nailed  his  hands  and  feet  to  the  croft, 
and  reared  it  up,  with  his  body  hanging  by  the  nails 
upon  itj  and  having  dripped  him  at  lead  of  his  upper 
garments,  the  four  foldiera  that  were  his  immediate 
executioners  divided  fome  of  his  clothes  among  them ; 
and  as  the  uppermoft  of  all,  bang  a  mantle  or  cloak, 
was  one  piece  of  cloth  without  any  fcam,  and  would 
be  fpoiled  by  cutting  it  into  pieces,  {John  xxi.  23.)  they 
cad  lot3  for  it;  and  therein  likewife,  without  their  own 
defign,  fulfilled  another  prophecy  of  him,  (Pfal.  xxii. 
18.)  where  it  is Taid,  They  parted  my  garments  among 
them,  and  c&fi  lets  upon  my  vejlure. 

36  And  having  done  this,:  they  fet  themfelves  down 
to  watch  and  guard  him,  led  the  people  (hould  take  a- 
norher  turn  whild  they  faw  him  in  this  miferahle  plight, 
and  Ihould  rife  and  refeue  him. 


him  vinegar  to 
drink  ,  mingled 
wiih  nil  1  ind 

'  then  fie  Hid  ti* 
(led  tfcrtcf,  he 
vuuld  oot  (limit. 


35  And  they 
cr  ttci  fied  h  i  m  t  and 
parted  hU  gar¬ 
ments  \  Cilfmg 
loti;  (hititmight 
be  fulfilled  which 
was  fpoten  by  the 
prophet,  They 
parted  my  gar- 
menu  Among 

them,  and  upon 
my  vefture  did 
they  calk  lot*. 


3f  And  fit  - 
ting  down,  they 
watched  him 
then : 


jr  And  fetup  .  27  They  likewife  faftened  an  infeription  upon  the 

t0P  t*ie  CT0^S  ovcr  b'S  head,  which  Pilate  had  oider- 
Kn,  this  ts  ed,  {John  xix.  19.}  viz.  **  This  it  Jefus  the  king  of  the 
3  Es  us  the  Jevstf  that  all  fpefitators  might  know  who  he  was,  and 
THE  JEWS.  UP011  what  accufation  he  was  crucified;  And  fo  what 


f  This  Sim**  war  probably  fijfppfled  10  be  Arhich  w«  to  he  faftened  icroft  the  upright 
one  oTChrift1*  difdplct ;  and  he  either  car-  poft,  and  which  was  all  that  ii&d  to  be  ear¬ 
ned  one  end  of  ihecmjs,  Chrift  going  before  rttd  by  the  malcfadar, 
and  ftitl  baring  the  Other,  \t  being  one  put 

of  the  puntfhmtQt  and  ignominy  of  them  '  1  This,  -In  the  Grn4,  is  Kftfnev,  which, 

that  wtfre  crucified  to  tarry  their  own  croft  ;  srrordiDg  to  hs  fignUicarion,  Is  (in  Lctzn) 
or  cKc,  Chrift,  having  been  fatigued  by  tbe  Cali wry,  or  TAc  pfactof  a  Luke  uiii, 
foregoing  watchings  and  ahotet,  was  too  faint  3$. ;  and  it  wasio  called,  either  bctaoTc  cri- 
to  ftand  under  any  part  of  it ;  and  fo  Suttart  mjnab  ufed  to  liccsenitcd  there;  or  beemfr 
tarried  it  all,  in  the  company  after  him,  or  there  was  the  common  charael-honfe,  or 
it  Jciftj  u  ibmc  think,  that  piece  of  wood  repository  for  dead  mens  bones  and  fkuib* 
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they  deGgned  for  his  reproach}  was  over-ruled  by  Pro¬ 
vidence  for  his  honour,  as  it  was  an  aflertion,  not  of  any 
real  crime,  but  of  a  glorious  truth  concerning  him. 

38  At  the  fame  time  there  were  two  highwaymen 
(n*r«i)  crucified  on  each  fide  of  him,  he  hanging  in  the 
middle,  and  one  of  them  on  his  right  hand  and  the  o- 
ther  on  his  left,  that  the  multitude  might  be  fo  much 
the  more  incenfed  againft  him  as  if  he  were  the  worft  of 
the  three  }  and,  in  this  manner,  according  to  ancient  pro¬ 
phecy,  fo  wet  numbered  -with  tranjgrejfors,  (Ifa.liti.  12.) 

39  And  as  all  thefc  indignities  were  put  upon  him  •, 
fo  even  the  travellers,  who  patted  by  as  (hangers  on  the 

reviled  him,  wy  public  road,  by  the  fide  of  which  he  hung,  (hook  their 
*  heads  in  a  fcomful  aod  infulting  manner,  and  up¬ 
braided  him,  uGng  taunts  and  jeers,  even  to  blafpbemy, 
aura,)  laying, 

40  Aba !  what  is  become  of  your  vain  boafts  now  f 
You  that  pretended  to  fuch  mighty  feats  as  to  pull  down 
the  temple  and  build  it  up  again  m  three  days  time,  let 
us  now  foe  whether  fyoa  are  able  to  favc  youifclf  from 
dying,  or  to  deliver  yourfolf  out  of  the  hands  of  juftice: 
If,  as  you  pretended,  yon  really  are  the  Son  of  God, 
now  is  you r  time  to  give  us  a  proof  of  it,  by  loofening 
yourfolf  from  the  crou,  and  going  away :  Come,  let  us 
fee  what  you  can  do. 

41  In  bke  manner  jhe  chief  priefls,  together  with  the 
feribes  and  elders  of  the  people,  whom  education  and 
good  manners,  and'aconGderation  of  their  cbaraQer,  one 
would  have  thought,  fliould  have  taught  better,  were  fo 
malicious  and  fordid  as  toderide  and  feoff! at  him,  faying, 

42  He  pretended  to  dp  wonderful  miracles  in  deli¬ 
vering  others  from  diftempers  and  death,  and  to  he  the 
Saviour  of  Ifratl 5  but  now,  poor  creature,  he  is  not 
able  to  deliver  himfelf :  If  be  be  indeed  the  Meffiah,  as 
be  vainly  boafted,  let  him  now  (hew  his  divine  power 
by  coining  down  from  the  crofo  in  our  prefence  ;  and 
then  it  will  be  time  enough  for  us  to  believe  in  him  +. 

43  He  indeed  put  on  a  great  air  of  fanclicy,  and 
pretended  to  high  confidence  in  God  as  his  Father, 
calling  himfelf  his  Son  whom  he  had  font ",  but  if 
there  is  any  thing  in  all  this,  and  God  has  any  favour 
for  .him,  or  he  has  any  intereft  in  God,  How  comes  it 
about  that  he  does  not  deliver  him,  as  ye  fee  he  does  not  ? 
By  this  we  may  be  fure  that  this  man  is  an  importer. 

44 

NOTE. 

f  This  InCdting  demand  intimated,  a$  if  reality,  would  have  bm  ineonfiftent  with  the 
all  the  Qnqurfttonablemirades  hehtdmraa£ht  erat  ddign  of  his  coming  into  tilt  world  htf 
before,  in  healing;  *he  tick,  and  railing  the  the  redemprtat  of  his  people.  Sec  iiw  note 
dud,  flood  for  nothing,  and  were  act  to  Le  on  LnW  jnuiu 

bdkvfd*  uiUfr  he  would  do  that,  whuh,  in  ?  Lute 


3*  Then  wipe 
there  two  thieve* 
eropfed  with 
htm ;  one  on  the 
right  hand,  and 
another  an  the 
left. 


39  And  they 
that  pa  fled  by. 


40  And  frying. 
Thou  that  de¬ 
stroyed  the  tem¬ 
ple,  and  bnildefl 
U  in  three  days, 
f*Te  thyfclf :  if 
thou  be  flic  Son 
of  God ,  come 
d own  from  the 
croft. 


4*  Lifcewifr 
alfo  the  chief 
pridb  mocking 
him  y  wkh  the 
feribes  andeUm. 
fiid, 

41  Hefivedo- 
there;  himfelf  he 
cannot  free  t  if 
he  be  the  kin; 
Ifnel,  let 
now  come  dawn 
from  the  croft, 
and  wc  wilt  be¬ 
lie  re  him. 

43  He  trailed 
In  God;  Lethlm 
deliver  him  now 
if  he  will  have 
him:  fofbcfrid, 
J  am  the  Son  of 
Cod. 


ng  of 

him 
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44  The  tbievea 
ilic-  which  were 
or  ari  fieri  with 
hiin,cafUhe&fDG 
■ia  liu  teeth. 


45  Xow  from 
f«tc  fixth  hour 
tliert  wit  d'dfk- 
over  «!1  the 
Ijnd  nntn  tUc 

ninth  bcur. 


46  Aid  about 
tlrc  ninth  hoar 
I^lascrhd  with  3. 
Irad  vt/ice,  fcf- 
.ing,  E.H,  Kl^  La¬ 
in*  iaWiitfiajii  1 
that  15  to  fay,  My 
God,  m?  God, 
why  haft  thou 
fariiihcu  o>c? 


47  Some  of 
them  that  flood 
there,  when  they 
heard  fBa t,  laid, 
'I  his  mui  cailcth 
for  JjlLiL. 


44  Yea,  fo  general  was  the  run  agauift  Chrift,  that 
eren  one  of  the  highwaymen  likewife  who  were  fellow- 
fufferers  with  him,  was  fo  daring,  amidft  his  own  a- 
gomes,  and  juft  at  the  point  of  d&th  for  his  own  crimes, 
as  to  Tentghis  fplecn  againlt  him  in  vile  reproaches,  for 
pretending  to  be  the  Melfiah  and  the  Son  of  God,  and 
not  faving  himfelf  and  them  %• 

45  Now,  as  Jefus  was  hanging  oq  the  cfofs,  there 
was  a  miraculous  ecHpfe  of  me  fun,  which  continued 
from  twelve  o'clock  to  three  in  the  afternoon,  and 
fpread  darkneft  over  all  the  earth  §,  {**■*  m  >■»«:)  to 
teftify  an  abhorrence  of  the  wickednefs  which  was  then 
in  committing',  and  to  intimate  Ch  rift’s  fore  conflicts 
with  divine  juftice  and  all  the  powers  of  darknels,  and 
the  withdrawment  of  all  comfort  from  him. 

4 6  And  about  three  o'clock,  after  a  long  and  filent 
conflict  in  his  own  foul,  Jefus,  being  in  the  utmoft  a* 
gony,  even  unto  death,  cried  out  with  a  loud  and  dole¬ 
ful  voice,  which  Ihewed  the  extremity  of  his  pain  ar.d 
anguilh  together  with  the  ftrenglh  and  fervour  of  his 
fpirit,  laying,  in  the  mixed  dialed  of  Hebrew  and  Sf~ 
riac ,  which  was  much  uled  in  thofe  days,  Eli,  Eli,  lama 
fabflcbth&ni  »■  that  is,  as  thofe  words  fignify.  My  Cod , 
my  God,  why  baft  thou  for/aken  me  ?  Thereby  at  once 
exprelfing  his  faith  and  trull  in  God  as  his  Father,  and 
at  the  fame  time  a  moll  diftrefling  fenfe  of  his  delivering 
him  up  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  letting  loofe  the 
powers  of  darknefs  upon  him,  withdrawing  the  com- 
forrahle  difeoveries  of  his  deligbTin  him,  and  imprefling 
upon  his  foul  a  terrible  fenfe  of  the  wrath  due  to  the  5ns 
of  his  people,  which  he  was  then  bearing  to  make  an 
atonement  for  them. 

47  He  no  fooner  fpkke  thefe  words,  than  fome  of  the 
by-ftanders  hearing  them,  and  either  ignorantly  or  wil¬ 
fully  miftaking  their  meaning,  faid,  He  calls  for  the 
prophet  Elnu  to  come  and  help  him  ;  Tho’  he  pretended 
to  be  the  Melliah  bimfelf,  he  now  finds  that  God,  whom 

he 


H  0  T  E  S. 


\  tuh  xxm*  39,  40,  fpeahs  of  only  one 
erf  the  thieves  who  vc vi led  uur  Mrflcd  Lnrd, 
while  the  o:Jicr  dil  covered  a  quite  f)ijfcrat 
temper,  and  reunited  his  companion ;  Out  it 
3*  not  urrcfual  tot  the  plural  tu  be  phtfor  the 
fi*i^u]itr  number,  where  there  are  more  of 
like  charafVis  ipoktn  of  than  unci  See ic- 

Vtral  tnlbncts  of  ih:s  in  the  mire  oti 
xxi.  7.  However)  ftrflui  fuppo/c:  I tat  they 
U^;h  at  firll  to  upbraid  Sir* ;  hm  tint 

mitofrhem,  being  footi  convinced,  bv  the 
jii  mcc  and  pa;vcr  of  the  dying  Kavion/, 

iJi  4iv.i  f|^^t  Liiii^ 1 1  iri^)  of  him. 


Lnk  xxijL  40,  4  tv 

§  It  it  reported,  fays  Strides,  that  Dkifjr* 
fns  faw  it  infExjrpt;  «id  knowing  that  it 
could  not  be  a  natural  eclipfe,  becanfe  if  wa$ 
at  the  time  of  the  full  moon,  and  laded  th-cc 
hours  tog^her,  he,  though  a  heathen  ph:b- 
fopher,  tad,  EUhcr  the  Dhriirityfufers,  trfy**- 
p&hizti  “with  a  Jufertr  ;  w  im  fame  (i  the 
wort*  ij  delved*  Vid*  Pol,  Sysop*  is  A'r- 
|lut  were  tofiippolc,  with  others,  tbatthU 
wms  only  ovt?  ail  the  land  of  At- 
L-'i'/it.  3t  no  lefs  miraculoufi 

^  What 
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be  ftyled  his  father,  fails  him  ;  and  would  uow  be  glad 
of  any  relief  from  E Italy  who  we  own  is  to  come  before 
the  Meffiah  to  prepare  bis  way. 

as  Andflnbht-  48  And  immediately  one  of  them,  inftead  of  offering 
way  w*c°fdw«a  him  a  refreftiing  cordial,  ran  and  filled  a  fponge  with  vi- 
,H  fiiM  negar,  and  {licking  it  upon  the  top  of  a  reed,  or  of  along 
it  nth  vinegar,  ftalk  of  hyfiop,  (John  xix»  29.  fee  the  note  there,)  put  it 
md  pu^j  0,1  1  to  his  month  for  him  to  fuck  it,  deGgning  thereby  to  ahufe 
him  w  drink?"*  and  teafe  him,  and  do  all  that  might  be  diftsfteful  to  him. 

At  H«  «ft  49  ^  the  mean  while,  there  was  a  great  cry  among 
&id.  Let  be,  la  the  people,  in  a  way  of  derifion  and  infulc,  faying,  Ah, 
Uu^wUiaMme  w  let  him  alone,  he  calls  for  Elias t  1«  us  fee  whether 
fa*e  him.  that  prophet,  or  any  one  in  heaven  or  earth,  will  come 
and  deliver  him;  his  cafe  is  defperate,  none  can  helpfaim. 

59  Jtfni,  when  jo  Soon  after  this,  Jefns  cried  out  again  with  ijlrong- 
he  had  aied  i-  twice,  laying.  Father*  into  thy  hands  l  commend  my  fpirit , 

vokr"yUdednB  *»«.  4&)  that  juft  as  he  was  expiring;  to 

the  ?  (hew,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the  terrible  things  he 

had  endued  f,  nature  ftill  -  retained  fo  much  ftrength 
and  vigour, .  that  bis  life  was  not  forced  from  him,  but 
that  he  freely  refigned  it  up  at  his  Father's  command,  be- 
caufe,  as  he  knew,  the  fintflring.  point  of  the  great  work 
of  redemption  was  then  come:  And  fo,  by  his  own  con- 
fent,  he  immediately  breathed  out  his  Jaft,  (John  xix.  30.) 

51  And  behold,  5 1  And  behold  the  furprifing  miracles  that  attended 

the  «U  or  the  his  death !  The  vail  of  the  temple,  which  fe par  3 ted  the 
twi£i  booTfe  boIy  holies  from  the  coun  of  the  priefts,  was,  by  au  ■ 
top  to  the  bot-  invifible  power,  rent  quite  through,  from  tbe  cop  to  the 
{***  bottom,  in  the  fight  of  the  priefb,  who  juft  then  were 
and  tbe  mki  nriniftering  there,  it  being  the  time  of  the  evening  facri- 
tent;  fice  :  God  thereby  fignifying,  that  the  temple  at  Jeru- 

falem  was  no  longer  to  be  regarded  as  the  fan&uary  of 
the  Lord ;  that  all  the  mylleries  pertaining  to  it  were  un¬ 
folded  and  fulfilled ;  that  tbe  partition-wall  was  broken 
down,  and  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  admitted  to  equal 
privileges  in  the  new  difpenfation  of  grace  founded  on 
the  death  of  Chrift  ;  arid  that  a  way  was  opened,  thro* 
the -vail  of  bis  flefti,  for  all  true  believers  to  enter  into 
the  holieftof  all,  even  heaven  itfelf,  (Hcb-  x.  19,  20.) 
There  was  likewil'e  fo  great  an  earthquake,  as  not  only 
made  the  ground  lhakc  and  tremble  by  its  mighty  ihock, 
hut  fplit  even  the  recks  themfeives ;  (2od  hereby  figni¬ 
fying  his  deteftation  of  the  horrible  wickednds  of  Chn  ft’s 
crucifiers,  and  the  great  alterations  he  was  making  in  the 
church  and  tbe  world,  for  tbe  deftru£Hon  of  the  power 
of  Satan,  and  advancing  of  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son. 

5*»  53-  Thc 

note.  ~ 

f  Whtn  nature  fait*,  k  incapacitates  oin.  to  ipk,  in  thc  vny  Article  ol  tlcidi,  with  a  loud 
twcc;  aad  PUxit  wgudered  At  our  -LeatTt  Wng  ikvdt  44* 
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st  And  the  ^3.  The  frpulchres  alfo  of  the  dead  were  by  this 

SV*mdl*  nEwy  earthquake  fhartered,  and  laid  open  j  and,  after  Chrift’s 
bodies  of  faints  refurre&ioo,  the  bodies  of  many  holy  perfons  which 
»*ieh  tiept,  2-  jay  interred  in  them,  were  ralfcd  by  his  power  out  of 

si  And  etme  deep  of  death,  (fee  the  note  on  John  v.  25,)  and  came 

«nt  of  th»  mra  forth  from  their  tonibs  \  and,  for  the  proof  of  this  re- 
rikw  his  reform-  markable  fafl,  they  going  into  Jiru/altm ,  (which  for 
intd'the  holyci-  man7  ages  was  called  the  holy  city,  hecaufe  of  God's  fpe- 
iy,  and  appeared  dalrefidcncein  his  temple  there,}  die  wed  thcmfelvesalive 
«mo  many.  to  many  of  the  people,  f  who  might  be  acquainted  with 
them  before:  God  hereby  figqrfying,  that  Chrift,  by  his 
crucifixion  and  refarre&ion,  had  conquered  death  and  the 
grave ;  and  that,  in  the  virtue  thereof,  ail  the  faints,  of 
which  thefe  were  a  fample,  fhould  rife  again  at  the  laft  day . 

S4  How  when  ^4  Now  when  the  Roman  captain  and  his  foldiers, 
and theyihaiwerc  riiai  wefe  upon  guard  at  the  execution  of  Jefus,  faw 
with  him,  watch-  fome  of-thc  awful  prodigies  which  appeared  at  his  death; 
»g  jefu$,fiwihe  though  thev  were  heathens,  and,  like  fbldlers,  hard- 
thofc^hings  tim  ene^  *n  r^e'r  tempers,  and  had  juft  before  infulted  and 
were  done,  they  reviled  him,  they  were  inthe.utmoft  coafternation  and 

firin'1  rfT'thii  ^ear*  an<^  con^ra^nc^  to  give  an  honourable  tefti- 
of  niony  to  him,  faying.  Certainly,  whatever  has  been 
God.  faid  or  thought  to  the  contrary,  this  perfon  was  indeed 

the  Son  of  God,  as  he  profefied  to  he ;  other  wife,  God 
would  never  have  thus  concerned  himfelf  about  him, 
and  Ihewn  his  difpleafure  in  this  terrible  manner  at  his 
being  put  to  death. 

ss  And  many  yj  There  were  likewile  a  company  of  women  ftand- 
(tetajdlrj*lafar  *nS  am<mg  the  fpefhrors  at  a  .diftance  from  the  crofs, 
off)  which  fol-  and  looking  upon  their  crucified  Lord  with  weeping 
lowed  jefus  from  eyes  and  aching  hearts,  who,  out  of  their  great  love  to 
Jng  antohim  ***  him,  ar|d  defire  to  hear  the  gracious  words  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  out  of  his  mouth,  came  along  with  him  as  far 
as  from  Galilee,  the  beft  part  of  an  hundred  miles  or 
more,  and  who  cheerfully  mihiftered  of  their  own  fub- 
ftance  to  him  for  his  accommodation  in  the  way ;  hut  now, 
alas !  could  do  nothing  toward  his  relief  or  comfort. 

*5  56  Among  thefe  were  Mary  Magdalene,  out  of  whom 

apj  he  had  caft  feven  devils,  (Mark  xvi,  9.} ;  and  Mary , 
Mary  the  mother  the  mother  of  %  Jaihes  the  Ufs  and  of  Jafes  s  and  8a- 
ot  James  and  jo-  [cme,  (Mark  xv.  40.)  the  mother  of  Zehededs  two  fons, 
ther  <>f  VIZ'  Ja-mei  and  John  7  all  faithful  dtfciples,  wbo  (luck 

children.  hy  him,  as  well  aB  they  could,  CO  the  laft,  and  were 

eyc- 

H  O  T  E. 

+  Same  ftpnofe  that  ifrHV  faints  vtru  the  %  He  was  called  J&mt  iht  Itfi*  to  rtiflin* 
fafriartbi ;  other*,  thjfr  they  were  the  Old-  gutth  him'  from  the  other  Jam«  the  brother 
Ttftamenr  wartfrs  ?  bmk  focn«  more  tutu-  of  bccattfe  as  U  molt  UJtdj%  be  uai 
rsl  to  apprehend  that  they  nrre  ledi  a*  Si kw  in  ftatnre  than  the  other.  &«  Hatumind 
Ztcbttrias^  And  John  tit  Bapitp,  who  Micvb!  irt  on  Mcrk  by*  40. 

Chiift,  afid  were  iitowc  U>  maiTp  In  Otrift 
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cye-witnefle«  of  every  thing  that  pafled. 
si  When  the  jy  How  in  th&  evenings  2  little  before  fun-fet,  the 
there  omc  TriTh  then  drawing  near,  there  came  a  certain  rich 

man  <rf  Arunt-  man,  jo>ftp4f  of  Arimatbta  by  name,  an  honourable 
iLka,  qiiM  Jo-  counfelior  (Afcu-A  xv.  43*}  and  a  religious  boly  man, 

irimkroldtf  who  WM  likewi,e  one  of  W**  difciples,  wd!  affixed  in 
difriplc i  '  bis  heart  toward  him,  tho*  he  had  been  too  (hr  of  publicly 
owning  him,  for  fear  of  the  fanhedritn,  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  xxiii.  50,  5 1.) 

18  He  went  to  58  This  great  man,  being  fpi rued  on  the  prefent  oc- 

wd'the'bod*1*^  10  Pve  *“  °Pen  teftimony  of  bis  regard  ro  Ciuift, 

Tcfn;  then' pi-  went  boldly  to  Pilate,  who  as  chief  magi  (Irate  had  the 
l»tc  commanded  difpofal  of  the  bodies  of  thofe  that  had  been  crucified  ; 
sa  10  bC  aQd  begged  leare  to  have  the  hurying  of  the  body  of 
Jefus,  that  be  might  prevent  ita  being  ignammioufly 
thrown  into  the  earth  with  the  two  malefactors  that  were 


crucified  with  him :  Pilate  immediately  granted  hii>  re* 
quell,  and  accordingly  fent  a  warrant  for  the  body  to 
be  delivered  to  him. 

50,  60.  By  this  authority,  Jofeph  took  it  down  from 
the  ends;  and,  having  it  in  pofleffion,  wrapped  it 
round  in  a  clean  linen  doth,  according  to  the  common 
cultom  of  decent  funerals  among  the  Jew  3  and  then 
put  it  into  a  new  fepulchre,  which  he  bad  ordered  to 
be  cut  out  of  a  fblid  rock,  and  in  which  no  corpfe  had 
ever  been  laid  before ;  and,  having  blocked  up  the  paf* 
fage  into  it  with  a -great  flone,  to  complete  the  inter* 
meat  and  fecure  the  body,  he  returned  home. 

61  And  Mary  Magdalene,  with  the  other  Mary  the 
mother  of  James  and  Jofes,  followed  Jefus,  like  true 
mourners,  to  his  grave,  and  placed  themfclves  over  a* 

Jalene.  sjvl  die  mind  it,  to  indulge  their  forrow,  and  to  take  notice 
where  his  remains  were  difpofed  of ;  that,  as  toon  as 
the  labbath  fliould  be  pad,  they  might  teftify  their  af¬ 
fection  and  refpe&  by  an  embalment,  [Luke  xxiii.  <6.) 

62  Now  the  next  day,  which  was  the  Jru/t  fabbath 
in  their  paflover-week,  being  the  day  after  that  in  which 
they  ufed  to  prepare  for  it,  the  chief  priefts  and  Phari- 

thc  chkf  prkfti  fees,  who  at  other  times  feemed  to  be  the  mod  ferupu* 
am  .JSSS  lous,  and  even  fuperftitious  obfervers  of  its  ceremonial 
to  Pilate^  rites,  and  often  quarrelled  with  Chrid  for  bis  z€ts  of 
divine  power  and  mercy  on  that  day,  affembled  together, 
,in&  *'r.  and  went  in  a  body  to  Pilate ,  with  a  petition,  faying, 
V_  L’  63  Sir,  t  we  well  remember,  that  this  impoftor  (as 

tbev 

NOTE, 

t  Chrilt  often  raid  dfit  to  hitdtfcfplei :  Bui  lersof  (he  ;  onldi  when  he  fpoke  of  the 

T do  not  bid  any  account  of  lias  declaring  it  unfit  of  hit  Mr,  John  it.  i  o,  it.  A i*l  if 
cxprcQy  t«  the  common  pwjlt  or  the  ro-  they  hero  refer  to  what  b«  then  faid,  how 
Vol.  I,  j  f  pw- 


jj  And  when 

Jofeph  had  ta- 
cn  the  body,  he 
wrapped  it  in  a 
clean  linen  eloth, 
So  And  laid  it 
jq  his  own  new 
tomb,  which  he 
had  hewn  oat  ia 
the  rock  :  and  he 
rolled  1  great  Hone 
to  the  door  of  the 
feputrii  re,  anit  de¬ 
parted. 

tfi  And  there 
was  Mary  Mag* 


other  Mary,  lit. 
ting  over  againO 
the  fcpnlcfwc. 

6i  Now  the 
next  day  thar  Hol¬ 
lowed  die  day  of 
the  preparation. 


dj  Saying, 
we  remember  (hat 
that  deceiver  faid, 
while 
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*  h  he  was  yet  they  bhfphemouily  called  the  Amen*  the  faithful  and 
wiUrifcT  truc  witutft)  fiiid,  wbilft  he  was-  living,  That*  tbo'  he 
gun,  ihould  b z  crucified*  be  would  rife  again  from  the  dead  X 

in  three  days* 

**  C7111mafl.1l  64  We  therefore  entreat  the  favour  of  you  to  order  a 
frffirient  number  of  foldiers  to  guard  the  fepulchrc,  till 
tec  until theihird  the  three  days  be  expired  \  left*  to  carry  on  the  deceit* 
dir,  W*  hU  his  tlifciples  ftiould  go  in  the  night  and  fteal  away  his 
S|hrt  Sd'ftc/i  wpfe*  and  then  report  -  among  the  people,  that,  ac- 
Mmaw^acdfey  cording  to  his  own  prediction,  he  is  rifen  from  the 
tmio  thr  pcop'-e,  dead  ;  For,  jf  ftis  Chou  Id, happen,  the  tail  error,  in  not 
Ac  dtaiTib'iiw  *3hing  effeChul  care  to  prevent  the  trick,  would  be  of 
LA  error  flail  h*  more  mifehievous  confequence  than  the  firft  which  we 
than  ihc  been  guilty  of  in  Coffering  him  to  live  and  preach 
fij  long  3  This  will -be  thought  a  mighty  confirmation 
of  hU  character',  and  people  will  be  in  more  danger  of 
being  feduccd  by  the  do&rioe  he  taught,  than  ever. 

<js  TOntc  find  Pilate ,  to  gratify  the  ridiculous  fears  they  pre- 

Saw  a  witch :  **  tended  to  have  about  fuch  a  vain  and  hazardous  attempt 
ynur  way,  mAcii  of  the  poor  timorous  difciples,  replied.  Ye  have  a  guard 
.*tfrr«A*yvuc*Q'  0f  youf  own  in  the  tower  of  Antonia^  for  the  fcrvice  of 
the  temple  ;  go  and  detach  from  them  as  many  foklitrs 
as  ye  pleafr,  and  fuch  as  ye  yourfelves  can  molt  depend 
upon;  fet  them  to  watch  the  fepulchre,  and  life  all  the 
66  So  tlicy  freteutiona  7e  are  Capable  of  to  fecure  it,  that  ye  may 
went  and  nude  be  fure  whether  he  rife  again  to  life  or  not. 
th?  c^khrrfirc,  66  Accordingly  they  went  and  did  their  utmoft  to 
all  things  fafe,  fealing  the  ftooe,  and  placing  a 
Truth*  band  of  Jbidiers  there  to  bhferve  and  guard  it  $. 


RK  COLLECTIONS. 


The  hideous  rtdlitne  of  fra  may  be  fecn  in  tbe  treachery  of  Judas  %  in  theinvi* 
dtous  falfe  acciifaliotis  of  the  htgFi-prieft  and  others*  in  the  unrighteous  judgment 
of  Pilate*  apainft  the  ConviSiom  of  hi«  own  continence ;  id  the  vile  abttfiw  of  the 
officer*,  foldiers,  and  mob,  all  combining  againft  our  Uefied  Lord;  and  in  the 
whole  of  the  complicated  flittering*  he  endured  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity* 
Oh.what-is  man !  how  fickle,  wicked,  and  vain  !  one  day  erjmK  Hefanna  to  tic 
Son  of  David;  and  a  few  days  after,  Crucify  hid u,  crucify  him ;  re  leaf*  to  us 
not  this  raany  hut  Bar  abbas  l  But  whoever  were  the  criminal  tuftrumcuts  of 

cruelty, 

NOTES, 


perwrfe  and  iniquitous  was  their  eon  ft  nitt ion 
of  thefe  words  a*  rehrrag  to  the  temple  at 
*hi*n  be  wai  upon  his  trial  before 
the  council  Chap.  jixri.  St. 

|  After  thr.t  day$%  figtiifics  after  the  own* 
in  en  cement  of  [he  third  day  ;  Lrdr  it  44,4;, 
4tf. :  And  fr  It  is  of  the  fame  import  with, 
is  three  if  -jr,  arul  an  the  third  day  ;  the  ci- 
p  tv  ft  ^  os  heintj  uicd  promiicooullv}  one  flur 
the  other,  Atattb.  xvi.  it*  M 'ark  viii.  31, 
ijfie  is,  tt  and  J»bu  »*  19  And  our  bn* 
ii  a-fcin  to  this,  when  wc  call  that  a 
Sertiaa  which  comes  every  other  day* 

See  die  aw  ou  A  lait*  &iL  40,  aod  UilLop 


Pt(&fin%  dote  oti  art,  of  the  Creed. 

5  They  fet  PjVafr'stfguet,  or  the  public ibi 
of  the  fanhedrim,  or  fome  other  feat,  upon 
a  fiftenitig  which  they  had  put  to  rhe  ftone; 
And  all  this  uncommon  Ciotioa  vu  over- 
tutedf  by  the  providence  of  God,  to  give  the 
ftrongeft  proofs  the  reality  of  ChnS,t  en* 
fciirjj  refurfcftkm:  fin«  there  could  he  no 
room  for  the  leaf!  fufpictaa  of  a  deceit,  when 
it  ftimrid  he  found,  that  his  body  waj  mi  fed 
out  of  a  new  tomb,  where  there  was  DO  other 
corpfe,  and  this  a  tnnib  hewn  out  of  a  met, 
the  mouth  of  which  was  Teemed  by  a  great 
ftouc,  under  a  fal,  and  a  guard  of  Dolducs- 
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cruelty ,  and  wbacfocver  were  the  righteous  terror*  of  God  againft  him,  the  tranf* 
jcrefliofis  or  hia  people  were  the  procuring  caufe  of  all.  Had  it  not  been  For  their 
fins,  he  had  never  been  falfcly  accuftri*  reproached  and  intuited*  crowned  with 
thorns*  fro  urged,  Mt  upon*  ahd  crucified*  and  had  never  been  filial  with  bitter 
anguifti  under  his  Fathers  defertions:  flut  the  prophecies  of  a  fullering  Saviour 
were  then  to  be  fulfilled  in  him;  and  God  over-ruled  and  ordered  all  things  to  ac* 
compJifh  the  eternal  cotmfd  of  Mi  will  for  the  redemption  of  the  church*  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  give  an  honourable  teftimony  to  Chrift’s  pcrfoual  innocence  and 
excellence*  and  to  bis  character  as  his  Sou  and  the  true  Mcffiah.  This  he  did, 
liy  the  mouths  of  his  enemies  themfrlvcs ;  by  the  aftoniftiing  miraculous  indtea- 
tioiis  of  lus  own  abhorrence  of  them,'  and  approbation  of  him ;  and  by  an  «a£t 
aecomplifhmcnt  of  farfpture  prophecies  in  him:  And  oh  with  what  fubintffion,  pa¬ 
tience  and  willingnefe,  did  he  yield  to  the  worft  that  befd  him  accurdiog  to  Ms 
Father's  wiUl  With  what  undaunted  courage  did  he  witnds  a  good  confeffion, 
when  called  to  it!  and  what  care  did  Providence  take  to  turn  Ms  enemies  over* 
felicitous  precautions  into  means  of  making  it  more  uikjueftionably  evident  that 
he  is  truly  rifen  from  the  dead!  How  Ihould  we  deteft  all  iniquity,  and  every 
thought  of  preferring  a  B*rabb*sy  or  any  thing  elfe*  to  ChrUt  !  and  how  ftiould 
we  dread  imprecating*  or  entailing*  God’s  curfe  upon  us*  like  the  Jews ;  or  being 
left  to  Judas*  repentance,  and  to  the  terrible  vengeance  that  followed  inJ~-How 
dear  fhoulda  dying  Saviour  be  to  nt !  And  bow  patient  fhoutd  his  riifciples  be  un¬ 
der  all  injuries  for  hia  fake*  who  fuffered  fo  many  for  theirs  I  And*  like  the  good 
women*  that  abode  by  him  to  thebft,  how  refclutriy  and  faithfully  fhould  we  fed* 
low  him  through  all  difficulties  and  dangers,  and  ihew  our  atfedtion  to  him  all 
our  days! 


. .  11  aui  ■  ■■■?,■—  I . .  as=~Bagac*aacaa 

CHAP*  XXVIIL 

Cbri/Ps  refurreBim,  I, “8,  His  appearance  to  the  women,  p,  to* 
The  ridiculous  contrivance  of  the  Jews  to  JtijU  the  belief  of  hit  refur - 
reBim,  u, — 15*  His  appearance  to  the  eleven,  and  giving  them 
their  commiffion,  1 6, — 20. 

Paraphrase* 

VTOW  after  the  JevsiJb  fabbaih  was  ended  f,  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week*  about 
break  of  day*  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Mary  the  mother 
of  James,  haring  bought  fveet  fpices*  {Mark  xvi.  1*) 
fet  out  to  fee  whether  tbe  fepulchre  were  as  they  left  it  } 
and*  if  opportunity  offered*  to  embalm  the  body  of  JefttS* 
a  And  while  they  were  confultihg  In  the  way,  f  Mark 
xvi*  3*)  how  to  get  the  heavy  ftone  removed,  which  they 
bad  feen  rolled  againftthe  mouth  of  the  fepulchre*  be* 
hold  a  furprifing  event  t  There  was  an  exceeding  great 
P  a  con* 

NOTE* 

f  ChrUt  wu  buried  on  tbe  Utter  part  of  that  be  vat  really  dead ;  but  riot  fo  long  is 
tbe  Gath  day  of  the  week,  {chop*  xxvii,  6*0  to  neecffiiaic  the  putrefj&oa  of  his  body, 
lay  in  the  grave  all  the  ftventh  day,  and  rofe  which  was  not  to  fee  corruption,  Fffl  xvh 
os  the  nwrnine  of  the  firft  day  of  the  follow-  *0.  or  as  to  fnfer  the  auddUbourfe 

ing  week,  whirii,  reckoning  from  four  o'clock  about  his  death  to  begin  to  die  among  tbe 
on  the  Friday  evening,  to  four  on  the  JLordV  people  before  he  thould  rife  again*  And  fuch 
day  morning,  was  thirty-fix  hoar*  after  he  is  the  wtftfovn  arid  grace  uf  God,  that  he  would 
had  beta  buried,  and  which  anfwercti  his  not  have  the  glorious  fruits  and  oqnfrqurr- 
own  and  feme  other  predictions  about  the  ce*  of  this  grand  event  delayed,  after  his  in- 
rime  of  bis  rafiirrettion  on  the  third  day.  ftice  was  fiuly  ftlUficd  by  the  daub  of  tit 
Tli is  wa^long  enough  to  prove  undeniably  t  Sat* 


Tut* 

IN  the  cod  of 
thefrbbalb,  u 
it  began  to  dawn 
towards  tbe  fifft 
day  of  die  week, 
came  Mary  Mag* 
dalcnt,  and  then- 
ihtr  Mary,  to  fee 
the  fepukhrt* 
i  And  behold, 
there  was  near  a 
earth- 
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e-m^nale ;  far  concufiion  of  the  earth  %  "refembling  what  wiU  beat 
I #o rd U^d<c feended  the  general  refur  reflian  ;  and  God  gave  reftimony  to  his 
from  h  eavoj  and  fion,  to  his  juft  ice’s  being  fatisfied  by  his  fufit  rings  and 
«me  and  w'M  death,  and  to  his  legally  difeharging  him  from  the  prifon 
th'  4a*r  l^e  Erave  J  f°r  a  glorious  angel  was  difpatchcrd,  as 
ud  fu  upon  iu  f  an  officer  from  heaven,  with  a  commiffiort,  not  to  mife 
him  from  the  dead,  which  was  done  by; his  own  and  his 
Father’s  power,  but  to  roll  bnck  the  ftone,  as  an  evi¬ 
dence  that  God  and  angels  approved  of  his  difeharge  : 
And  when  the  angel  bad  done  this,  he  fat  in  a  vifible 
form  upon  the  ftone,  ready  to  comfort  and  encourage 
the  women,  who,  as  well  as  the' watch,  (ver*  4.)  law 


.f  Id  IK  cotfott* 
laarjcT  like 

t^hming ,  and 
hi>  raiment  white 
as  fnoitf, 

4  Amlforfeir 
of  him  ihd  keep¬ 
ers  did  I h,:kc,  and 
became  a£  d^ad 
■wn. 

f  And  the  an- 
jjel  aniuered  and 
t-A d  umo  the  tfc- 
mcii,  5ear  not 
ye:  for  1  know 

thut  y«  fcek  Jc- 

fi isf  which  was 
crucified* 


him  fitting  there 

3  The  countenance  of  this  angel  was  exceeding  illu- 
ftrious,  glittering  like  the  brigbtncfs  of  lightening,  and 
his  garments  Ihone  with  a  light  which  made  them  ap~ 
pear  As  white  as  fnow. 

4  And  the  foldicrs  who  were  fee  to  watch  the  frpul- 
chre  were  fo  amazed  at  the  fight  of  this  heavenly  mci- 
fengcr,  that  they  trembled,  and  were  ftruck  with  fuch 
terror,  as  overwhelmed  their  ftotu  hearts,  and  made 
them  look  as  pale  and  fpiritkfs  as  dead  men. 

5  And  as  the  good  women  were  like  wife  frightened 
at  the  fight,  [Markxvu  5.}  the  angel  immediately  fpakc. 
In  a  tender  and  encouraging  manner,  to  them,  faying. 
Do  not  ye  give  way  to  any  fears ;  there  is  no  reafon  why 
ye  fhould  be  terrified  like  the  (bldiers,  or  Jhould  appre¬ 
hend  any  danger ;  for  t  know  that  ye  are  hearty  frieocU 
to  Jefus,  and  are  come  hither  with  a  good  defign*  to  feek 
for  him,  and  to  teitily  your  affection  to  him,  who  was 
crucified. 


*  **  a?  <S  He  is  no  longer  here,  in  the  fUte  of  the  dead,  as 

jJfcn,  hcfiiJ  *  Je  fcr:owfully  l'^ppofe ;  for  he  is  really  rifen  to  life  a- 

come ,  fee  the  gain,  according  to  what  he  told  you  whilfl  he  was  with 

L&d  l*  ***  ^  'CU  :  ^ome  u*onS  me  examine  the  fepukhre, 

^  and  behold  with  your  own  eyes,  that  there  is  no  corpfein 

7  Andeomrek-  ^  P*ace  ^kcrc  the  body  of  your  Lord  and  ours  Iny. 

]y,  widS(d  h»  7  And  as  his  word,  and  your  own  eye- fight  accord - 
dif-  ing  to  it,  are  plain  evidences  pf  his  refurre&ion,  go 
with  all  puCibie  fpeed,  and  let  his  difconfolate  difciples 


know 


MOTES* 

f  How  tnofd  the  fuMici*  be  fbpjxdlit  to  the  head,  and  the  other  whore  the  feet  of  the 
continue  flttpmg,  a  midtl  fudi  4  rerriMc  com-  body  of  jefns  had  lain, 
mn£:c>n  zs  thic,  if  !hcy  had  been  afleep  be-  |  Dr  Ciarkt  very  probably  conjures, 
fo7c,  ai  \ras  aitcru  aMs  pretended,  ver*  1  j*  ?  that  at  the  angers  fpeaking  rhtlc  words,  he 
5  The  cvitngciiJl?,  Lait  xxlr.  4.  and  Jri,i  nrfe  up,  and  going  Info  re  t)ie  women  into 
mk.  11.  fpejk  of  two  ingds  that  appeared  the  iqrtikhrt,  laid,  Coir<c  and  f«  the  pbcc 
on  <h«  oitdfion  ;  but  it  ferns  as  if  ociy  one  uhere  the  Lord  lay;  which  pLinJy  recon- 
M  Linn  apptfred  the  Itonc,  with-  dies  what  St  Jifrz  relates  John  xk.  n. 

odt  the  frpoiebre,  and  then  roinp  into  St,  has  this  beitv-  one  of  the  two  angeb  there  n;o- 
Aeft  wiiii  uolher  u[tbg  unc  where  tuned 


Ch.  xxviii, 

difcipln  that  Be 
h  rilcn  fram  ihc 
iLr'dl  \  iutil  be  ~ 
linkl,  hctw«bbe- 
trrc  you  into  Oi* 

l\WCi  EhtTE  fell] 

yr  it c  him  ;  to,  1 
Ijjvc  taLl'you, 


6  And  they 
tlqurtcd  qutHdy 
H»t»  4hc  Sepul¬ 
chre,  with  fear 
jTulgre.it  joy,  and 
dill  run  to  bring 
bis  (lifdptovord. 

9  Aw!  u  they 
u'Ckit  to  trfl  hti 
^toipki,  bebokl, 
jctlis  met  them, 
ikying,  All  haU,^ 
A*d  thcy  .camc,* 
«nd  hehl  him  by 
thr  feet,  and  wor+ 
J  hipped  ium- 

so  Then  Said 
Jcfui  unto  than, 
£t  not  afraid :  go 
cell  my  brethren, 
thyt  rhejr  go  into 
Galilee,  and  tlvrt 
ijull  they  toe  uie. 


It  No*  when 
they  were  going* 
bdiold,  tome  of 
the  watch  t*mft 
into  the  dty>iJ>d 
ihewed  unto  the 
chief  prkiUtUthc 
things  that  were 
(io  DC. 


ii  And  whm 
they  *ere  atiem- 
hied  with  the  ci¬ 
ders,  anil  li&d  ta- 
kcu  couotol,  they 


The  tthew  paraphrased.  229 

know  that  he  is  certainly  rifen  from  the  dead ;  and,  foi 
the  further  confirmation  of  this  to  yourftdves  and  them, 
obferve,  and  be  Jure  to  tell  them,  (Mark  x\i*  7.}  that 
he  will  go  before,  and  appear  to  them  in  Calilc^  at  a 
great  ctifhmcc  from  JtrrnjaUm^  where  he  tiled  to  con¬ 
vert  with  them,  and  w  here  ihzy  may  meet  together 
without  tear  of  danger  from  their  enemies  ;  there  fliail 
they  all  fee  him:  Remember,  I  have  faithfully  dhebar- 
ged  my  truft  in  aSuring  you  of  this,  and  tee  that  ye  dif- 
charge  yours  in  reporting  it  to  thorny  it  fltall  fundy 
come  to  pals  according  to  my  word. 

8  Then  the  women,  recoilcdting  what  Chart  had  fair! 
about  his  refurreftion,  (Luki'xx  iv*  8,)  immediately  went 
from  the  fcpulchre,  with  awful  furprife  at  what  they  had 
feen,  and  with  abundance  of  joy  at  what  they  had  heard, 
and  made  all  the  hafte  they  could  to  carry  the  glad  tidings 
to  the  difciples*  (Rut  fee  the  note  on  John  xx ,  2*) 

9  And,  as  they  were  going  upon  this  errand,  Jefus 
himfrff  unexpedtediy  met  them  in  the  way,  and  fainted 
them,  laying.  All  hapjrincfs  attend  you;  rejoice  and 
he  exceeding  glad  :  And  they,  being  fatisfied  that  it 
iya£}Jefu$,  fell  down  before  him  with  proilrarp  reverence, 
took  bold  of  bis  feet  to  exprefe  their  humble  affection 
to  him  and  earneft  clctire  not  to  let  him  go,  and  paid 
him  their  {olemn  adorations  as  rhcirrifcii  Saviour* 

10  Then  Jefus  encouraged  and  comforted  them*  fay* 
ing,  Do  not  be  furpafed,  nor  apprehend  any  danger  or 
dcluCon ;  but,  as  the  angei  ordered  you,  go  to  my  dif- 
ciples,  whom  I  ftill  own  as  my  brethren,  tho’  they  fo 
lately  difowned  and  foriook  me,  and  hid  them  matt  the 
heft  of  their  way  out  of  Judta  into  GatiUe  ;  and  there  I 
will  appear  to  them,  that  they  may  have  an  ocular  de- 
monftrationof  my  being  rifen  indeed. 

1 1  Now  as  fooq  as  the  women  departed  from  the  fee 
pulcbre,  behold  bow  the  providence  of  God  ordered  the 
very  enemies  of  Jefus  to  bear  wfcnefs  to  his  refurre&ion ! 
Some  of  chief  note  and  authority  among  the  lbldiera 
who  were  appointed  to  watch  the  fepulchre*  went  into 
Jerusalem)  and  acquainted  the  chief  priefts  how  terribly 
they  had  been  frightened  with  the  earthquake  ami  with 
the  appearance  of  an  angel;  and  that  the  Itonc  was  polled 
away  from  the  mouth  of  the  fcpulchre,  and  the  body  of 
Jefus  was  gone, 

12  Upon  this,  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  met  toge¬ 
ther;  and  inrtcad  of  yielding  to  conviction,  and  repent¬ 
ing  of  their  horrible  crime  in  crucifying  Chrift,  they 
were  fo  ddpcratdy  hardened  in  their  wlckednds,  that 
they  coitfulied  bow  to  lham  the  evidence  ;  hi  order  to. 

T  3  which* 
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JP"6  Utjp money  which,  covetous  as  they  were*  they  ^ared  no  eoft,  bet 
iiuw  ti*e  fuldjtrs,  bribed  t|lc  foldicrs  with  a  great  fom  of  hufh- money,  and 
put  a  ridiculous  lie  into' their  mouths,  faying, 

1  j  s lying,  Siy  1 3  u  Conceal  the  account  of  what  ye  faw  and  heard, 

and  g|ve  ir  out»  that»  Jf  happened  to  fall  afleep, 

■nd  dole  him  a-  the  difciples  of  Jcfus  came  in  the  night  and  ftole  bis 
«y  wiula  we  body  away Little  con  fide  ring  that  this  ftory  confuted 
?t*  it  fdf,  fincc,  if  they  were  all  afleep,  they  could  not  know 

what  was  doing  in  the  mean  time ;  and  if  any  of  Them 
were  awake,  they  would  foon  have  alarmed  the  Tell, 
and  prevented  fuch  an  attempt, 

*4  And  if  this  ]  4  And  that  the  foldiers  might  venture  to  make  this 
rePort  without  fear  of  punifliment  for  their  negieQ  of 
Till  pcrluailchim ,  duty  in  keeping  while  they  were  upon  guard,  the  chief 
and  fccure  you,  priefts  and  elders,  who*  bad  this  ftory  been  true,  would 
have  been  the  forwardeft  of  all  others  to  get  them  fevere* 
ly  punilhed,  promifed,  that,  in  cafe  it  ftiould  reach  Pi* 
(at/ s  ears,  and  he  fbould  go  about  to  call  them  to  au  ac¬ 
count  for  it,  they  Would  undertake  to  ftand  their  friends. 


13  Saying,  Say 
yer  flir  difciples 
crnic  by  uigl it, 
Mnd  (lo]<  him  a* 
way  wiulfl  wc 
flept. 


14  And  if  this 
to  the  go¬ 
vernor's  nrty  we 
Till  ptrfuadchim , 

aiad  fccurc  you. 


would  ufc  all  their  intereft  with  him,  which  was  very  great, 
to  pafs  it  by,  and  would  certainly  fave  them  harrrdefs. 
tj  60  they  took  15  Accordingly  the  foldiers,  who  had  lately  feen  what 

du  an  a^ccndanc?  ‘W  had  over  him  in  the  profecution  of 

taught :  wd'thU  Je^us>  accepted  the  bribe,  and  ftilGIy  obeyed  thefe  or- 
fcying  i*  com  -  ders,  tho’  they  had  been  fo  terrified  juft  before  at  the 
moDf  earthquake  and  ytfion  of  the  angel :  And  this  fenfelcfs 

until  this  day,  "*  ftory  of  the  difciples  Healing  away  the  body  of  Jcfus  by 
night,  was  fo  mduftrioufly. propagated,  and  encouraged 
by  the  fonhedrim  and  the  unbelieving  Jrwst  that  it  be* 
came  a  common  report  among  them  for  many  years,  tho* 
they  never  attempted  to  prove  it  upon  the  difciplts,  or  to 
profccute  them  on  that  account,  or  to  objeft  this  to 
them,  when  they  came  to  preach  a  rifen  Saviour, 

eleven  Tdtr  'les  1  ^  ^  r^e^c  things  were  tranfa&mg  at  Jerufalemt 
Twnt  iwsy^to  oleven  a  po  files  followed  their  inftruftions,  and  took 
'GiTilei ,  imo  ■  a  long  journey  to  a  mountain  in  Galilee  +,  where  Jcfus 
Ufu*at  hli  *!!"!  aPP°'nled  a  general  rendezvous  pf  his  difciples,  that 
pointed  ihcr»?P '  might  ftew  himfelf  to  them  all  together, 

17  And  when  1 7  And  when  they  faw  him,  they  knew  him  to  be 

th«  irarihipped  *^5  very  kmc  Per^on  whom  they  had  ufed  to  converfe 
him  :  bat  time  before  his  death  $  and  being  thereby  Catisfied  of 

daubdia,  the  truth  of  his  refurre&ion,  and  of  all  that  he  had  ever 

faid  of  himfelf  as  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Saviour  of  ]f- 
raely  they  in  a  folcmn  manner  paid  divine  worlhip  to 
him:  But  there  were  fome  among  them,  whole  tilth  at 
firft  was  weak  and  wavering,  and  who  could  not  immedi- 


,  NOTE. 

f  Tiu*  probably  mount  T«Aart  where  he  had  been  hffnre  tuiufigDied  *  and  it  fee IDS 
to  lUTc  been  here  tliit  he  wit  foeo  of  pJwvc  five  hundred  brethren  at  ooct*  i  Gw,  zVi  tf* 
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iS  And  Jefiw 
nine,  and  fpake 
nuo  them,  fay¬ 
ing  AH  power 
ii  giwa  uo:o  roe 
in  heaven  and  in 
«irth. 


if  Go yethsre- 
fort  aad  teach  all 
nations,  (upris¬ 
ing  thtm  id  the 
name  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the 
Italy  Ghoft  ; 


to  Teaching 
them  to  obt'erre 
all  things  whodo* 
ever  1  hare  com¬ 
manded  you  ;  and 
fot  I  am  with  yon 
ilway  even  unto 
the  end  of  the 
rorld.  Amen. 
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ately  perfuidcf  themfclves  that  he  was  rifen  from  the  dead. 

18  And  Jcfus,  for  their  further  fotisfaftion,  drew 
near,  and  fpealcing  to  the  apoflles  in  a  familiar,  tho’  au¬ 
thoritative  manner,  fa  id,  God  my  Father  has  now  fully 
veiled  me  in  all  the  powers  of  my  office  as  the  Mefliah  ; 
he  has  given  me,  under  that  character,  univerfai  and  ab- 
folute  authority  over  all  perfons  and  things  both  in  hea¬ 
ven  and  earth,  as  the  reward  of  my  fuffe rings,  and  in 
purfuance  of  my  great  deftgn  of  giving  eternal  life  to  at 
many  as  be  has  given  me ,  (John  xvii.  2.) 

19  Go  ye  therefore,  fpread  yourfelves  abroad  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  my  commillion,  and  with  a  dependence  on  my 
power  and  grace ;  and  dilciplc  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  Gentiles  as  welt  as  Jev/t>  by  preaching  the  gofpei 
to  them  wherever  ye  go ;  introduce  them  as  funjefts 
into  my  kingdom  f,  and  as  fcholars  into  my  lchool,  by 
a  facred  rite  of  mine  own  appointment,  to  be  continued 
thro’  the  gofpei -dtfpenfacion,  baptizing  them  with  water 
in  the  name  of  the  Father ,  and  if  the  Son,  and  ef  the 
Holy  Ghojlf  i.  e.  baptizing  them  by  the  authority,  and  into 
the  faith,  profellion,  and  worfhip,  of  the  eternal  Father, 
Son,  and  Spirit,  to  whom  they  are  to  be. devoted  e- 
qually  and  alike,  as  three  divine  Perfons,  and  the  one 
God  of  the  Cbriflian  religion,  whofe  name,  anfwerable 
to  their  nature,  is  one,  in  oppoficion  to  all  other  Gods. 

20  And  further  to  complete  their  difciplelhip,  lead 

them  into  the  fuH  extent  of  their  privileges  and  obliga¬ 
tions  according  to  my  gofpei ;  teachiog  them  to  obferve, 
and  (  }  carefully  to  preferve,  in  faith  and  practice* 

all  the  doftrinea  and  duties*  both  moral  andpoCtive* 
and  none  bur  thofe*  which  I  have  given  you  in  charge 
to  make  known  to  them*  and  to  enjoin  upon  them: 
And  tho’f  as  to  my  corporal  pretence,  I  am  leaving  this 
world  and  going  to  the  Father';  yet*  while  ye  thus  keep 
clofc  to  my  comroiflion,  as  God  was  with  Afr/ir,  fo  am 
1  by  my  fpiritual  prefence  with  you*  and  will  be  fo  at 
all  times,  wherever  ye  may  be,  to  proteft,  cotinfel, 
a  (Bit,  and  fucceed  you ;  and  1  will  continue  to  be  pre^r 
fent  with  you*  and  your  fucceflbre  in  the  gofpei- mini* 
ftry,  thro*  all  ages*  to  the  end  of  the  world ;  So  it  (hall 


H  o 

f  tt  lecns  to  me,  that  irirk 

74-  difdp it  all  aafhns,  rckitc*  to  the 
whole  defign  of  CbrilVs  comnuflion  for  ma¬ 
king  difriplt*  to  him  t  and  ihii 
zndjdffx nUfvvhtti  be f tiling  t  Hid  ttczkitg 
tbdtoy  arc  mcAitotK'd  as  particular  bnsebe* 
of  that  general  deitga,  the  order  of  which 
lui  to  be  determined  by  the  rfroim  fiance* 
•f  tbi offs :  And  theft  indeed  made  it  neerf- 
ivy,  twt  In  di&ipliiig  adult  Jew  and 


r  e, 

them*  they  fhoeld  be  taught  before  they  were 
baptized;  Rut  WiVrcIrrtimfUncc^in  tncftt- 
tied  Gate  of  the  gnfpel-kirtgdom,  n^akc  it  us 
ncctflary,  that  in  difeipling  the  children  of 
bdicreni  they  tie  firfi  baptized, 

and  afterwards  a i"  tfc«  children  oi 

Jh«,  and  of  proicij  te*  to  their  religion, 
were  firil  curunieifcd,  ukl  when  they  jjpc^ 
up  were  inftrufied  in  the  fa i;t;  of  the  V-d 
of  JfratL 
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be  | ;  and  fc  let  all  faithful  minifters  expett  ir  to  be*  as 
they  cannot  but  defire  that  it  may  be. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

As  Chrift  was  delivered  for  our  offences*  fo  be  was  retted  again  for  our  juftifi* 
cation*  His  reforreAion  was  as  evident  as  could  be  neceflhry;  God  himfelf  bore 
witncfs  to  it  by  a  miraculous  earthquake;  augels  and  men*  friends  and  enemies* 
who  could  not  be  deceived  in  fo  plain  a  cafe,  united  in  their  teftimony  to  it;  and 
nothing  but  the  moft  filly,  loofe*  and  fclf-contradictious  pretence  for  want  of  a 
better*  was  ever  offered  againft  it  by  the  moft  inveterate  enemies  of  that  age  a- 
jnong  the  J#wj;  Yea,  the  backwarducfe  of  Chrift*»own  difciplesto  give  ere* 
dit  to  it*  tilt  their  unbelief  was  overcome  by  irrcfiftable  evidence*  is  a  further  con¬ 
firmation  of  it.  The  nnqueftionable  proof  of  this  £t&  is  a  high  demonftrztion 
that  the  whole  frhemt  of  Chriftian  religion  is  divine ;  that  all  the  glorious  cha¬ 
racters,  office?,  and  powers*  which  Chrift  ever  claimed*  were  his  due ;  that  God's 
juftice  is  fatisfied;  and  that  our  faith  and  hope  may  be  ftcnreJy  placed  in  him : 
Ti  b  is  the  fafety  ami  joy  of  them  that  fork  Jcfus;  but  will  be  the  terror  and  con* 
fuGon  of  his  enemies*— llow  happy  are  they  whom  Chrift  will  own  for  his  bre¬ 
thren  l  How  gracious  are  his  vifits,  how  nch  his  confoladons  to  them  under  all 
their  troubles!  and  how  mercifully  docs  he  condtfeend*  even  to  the  moft  doubt¬ 
ing  among  them  l  On  the  other  Hand,  to  what  furprifing  lengths  of  foftv  and 
liardnefs*  wickedneft  and  falfehoad,  do  they  run,  who  fct  themfelves  againft  him* 
and  are  abandoned  of  him  WBut  behold  the  blcficd  tidings  of  gofprl-graee  to  fiu- 
ners  of  all  ranks  anti  nations!  The  crucified  and  Tifcn  Jcfus  has  all  power  in  bis 
hands  for  faving  work;  and  has  font  forth  his  fen-ant*  with  his  commiflion  to 
proclaim  it,  and  with  his  jmimife  to  affift  and  fucceed  them  it  it:  Let  them  ob- 
lervc  his  charge*  and  hope  in  his  word  ;  and  let  their  hearers  learn*  and  yield  to 
hie  authority,  look  for  his  prefence  in  the  ways  of  his  own  appoinment,  and  devote 
them  (elves  and  theirs  to  the  {acred  Three,  as  the  one  eternal  God,  in  whofe  name 
them  ought  to  be  baptized;  and  let  us  all  fall  down  and  worihip  him*  laying* 
Amen, 

NOTE. 

t  ft  is  uncertain  whether  Jrtun  be  or  the  cvugdiA's  word;  ud  therefore  iht 

paraphrdc  takes  in  the  fade  which  both  the  fnppofiLKnu  require. 
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EXPOSITION 

OF  TH! 

Evaiigelift  MARK, 

In  the  form  of  a  Pakafhk^se. 


C  H  A  P.  I. 

John  the  BaptHFr  office,  1 , — 8.  Cfoiji's  bapttfm,  9,— i  r.  Hit  temp - 
taticnand  preaching,  12,— -15.  His  coiling  difdpks,  16, — 20.  The 
peoples  ajimijbment  at  bisdoBrine,  21, 22-  Hit  miracles ,  ia  curing 
a  pojfejfed  man,  23, — 28.;  and  Peier’j  mother-in-law,  with  all  that 
came  to  Aim,  29, — 39.;  and  a  leper ,  40, — 45. 

t«xt.  Paraphrase. 

'T'HIS  facredhiftory  begins  with  an  account  of  the 
jjofpcl  of  jefus  ■*“  doQrineof  JefusChriu,  the  anointed  Saviour,  who 
Ouitt  the  Sod  of  was  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  > 

^AiieuwrU-  1  The  ufhering  in  of  whofe  appearance  and  preach- 
ten  to.  the  pro-  !ng  was  by  the  miniftry  of  JPhn  the  Baptift ,  according 
phto,  BehoM,  i  to  ancient  predi&ions  of  the  prophets :  For  Malachi  re* 
ufore*  thy  Pre^ents  God  the  Father  as  fpeakiug  of  him,  and  faying, 
fitt,  which  Hull  (chap.  iii.  1.)  Behold,  1 fend  my  mejfenger,  whole  fpecial 
prepare  thy  way  office,  like  that  of  a  forerunner,  is,  to  go  juft  before 
ur«  cc.  thee,  (meaning  the  Me fliah  •,)  and  he,  by  his  do£i rineand 
baptifm,  Jball  prepare  the  way  for  tby  appearing.  (See 
the  note  on  Mat .  xi.  to.) 

3  Thciroieeof  j  And  the  evangelical  prophet  J/aiah,  long  before, 

fpeaking  of  the  fame  perfon,  faid,  (chap.  xl.  3-)  The 
pate  ye  the  way  voice  if  one,  who  trill-  hereafter  ery  in  tin  wiiderrsefs , 
of  the  .Lord,  rente  (hall  be  in  this  manner,  **  Let  my  doctrine  and  bap. 
*“  ra>*  *  film  be  entertained,  relating  to  the  Meffiah’s  kingdom, 
tbat  ye  may  be  ready  to  receive  him,  who  is  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  and  is  juft  at  hand  to  appeal  in  tire  fleQi  a- 
mong  you  j  and  that  ye  may  lay  afidc  the  perverfe  pre¬ 
judices  which  would  oppofe  his  accefs  to  your  hearts.” 

4  John  did  tap-  a  According  to  thefe  prophecies,  John  the  Baptift 

(krndi  and  “  miniftry  in  the  1 d»  populous  pans  ot  JmUa* 

prach  the  bap-  (Mat.  iii.  i.)  a  little  before  Chrilt  was  to  enter  on  his 
(ifu  of  repeat-  public  office}  and  he  preached  to  the  people  the  doc- 

trine  of  repentance,  upon  the  encouragerae ot  of  the  ap- 

pruacu- 
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for  the  re* 
miffiaQ  Go*. 


S  And  then 
ventouiuntohtm 
«U  the  land  of 
Jaitaaj  and  ihqr 
of  Jerusalem,  and 
were  all  baptized 
of  him  in  the  ri¬ 
ver  of  Jordan  ( 
cofifcffimr  their 
Hus* 

!  tf  And  John 
v»  clothed  with 
camel*  hair,  and 
with  a  girdle  of  a 
flein  about  hit 
loins;  and  he  did 
eat  lactifc  and 
uiJdhoiicy: 


7  A  tvl  preach¬ 
ed,  faying,  Tlicrc 
Comet  hone  migh¬ 
tier  chon  t  after 
me;  the  latchct 
of  whofr  flkoei  1 


am  not  worthy  to 
ftflnp  down  and 
ItiOlCi 


S  1  indeed  have 
liaptizedyou  with 
water  :  but  he 
(ball  bipriu  you 
with  the  Holy 
Ghofh 


p  And  tt came 
to  paft  in  thoft 
day®,  that  Jefus 
came  from  N«a* 
xeth  of  Galilee, 
and  wae  baptized 
iff  John  in  Jor¬ 
dan* 

10  And  ftraigbt- 
way  coming  up 
nut  of  the  water, 
he  law  the  hea¬ 
ven* 


preaching  difpenfation  of  grace*  in  order  to  their  ob¬ 
taining  forgiven  eis  of  fins*  thro*  the  Saviour*  who  was 
coming  to  fee  up  fats  kingdom  among  them  j  he  like- 
wife  baptized  them  with  water,  that  he  might  fignify  all 
this  by  a  vifible  fign,  might  lay  the  baptized  under  a 
fpecial  obligation  of  regarding  it*  and  might  raife  their 
hopes  offmdmg  mercy  in  this  way. 

£  And 'die  general  expectation  of  the  Mefliah’s  ap¬ 
pearing  in  thofe  days  brought  trail  multitudes  to  him* 
from  all  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  of  Judea,  and 
from  JeruJaUm  itfdf ;  and  all  that  profefled  repentance 
for  their  fins  were  publicly  baptized  by  him  in  the  river 
called  Jordan,  they  going  a  little  way  into  its  (hallows* 
for  the  greater  convenience  and  expedition  of  Jobtfoxp- 
plying  the  water  to  them.  (See  the  note  on  Mat.  iii.  6.) 

.  6  Now  this  Join  lived  and  behaved  anfwerable  to 
the  doArint  be  preached :  He  wore  the  habit  of  a  mor¬ 
tified  prophet,  which  was  a  coarft  garment  made  of  ca¬ 
mels  hair*  and  was  girt  about  his  wade  with  a  leathern 
girdle j  and  his  common  diet  was  of  the  meaneft  ion* 
inch  as  locufts  and  wild  hooey*  which  were  plentifully 
found  in  that  wilderriefa,  {See  the  note  on  Mat.  iii,  4.) 

7  And  the  great  point  he  aimed  at  in  his  preaching* 
was  to  allure  the  people,  tbat  not  he  himfelf,  but  ano¬ 
ther,  then  ready  to  appear*  was  the  promifed  and  ex¬ 
pelled  Meffiah*  faying*  There  is  one  of  far  fuperior 
authority*  power  and  dignity  to  rayfelf,  whole  forerun¬ 
ner  1  am*  with  whom  1  do  not  delerve  to  be  once  com¬ 
pared*  and  for  whom  1  am  utterly  unworthy  to  perform 
even  the  meaneft  offices*  fucb  as  untying  his  (hoes  or 
carrying  them  after  him  :  And  as  his  perfon*  (obis  ad  - 
miniftrations  are  every  way  more  excellent  than  mine. 

8  1  indeed  am  come  to  baptize  you  with  water,  as 
an  external  fign  of  inward  punty  ;  and  this  is  all  that  I 
can  do :  But  the  incomparably  more  excellent  Perfon* 
who  comes  after  me*  (hall  baptize  many  of  you  with  an 
efficacious  effiifion  of  the  Holy  Spirit*  to  confirm  bis 
do&rine,  and  to  lanQify  and  cleanfe  you  from'your  i- 
niquities. 

9  While  John  was  in  this  manner  preaching  and  bap¬ 
tizing*  Jefus  himfelf  took  an  opportunity  of  coming  from 
the  place  of  his  ufnal  abode  in  Nazareth *  a  city  of  Ga¬ 
lilee,  and  was  baptized  by  him  at  Jordan,  (f  ™  s<pA»»,) 
that  he  might  fulfil  all  rigbteoufnefs  by  an  entire  com¬ 
pliance  with  every  ordinance  of  God. 

to  And  immediately  as  he  was  coming  up  the  afeent 
from  the  water  (»» n  he  beheld  the  bezvens 

NOTE. 


f  The  prrpofiiioa  u't  very  fommonty  fignifie*  el,  11  well  js  it, 
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wuopend,  and 
the  Spirit  Jibr  i' 
dove  defcx tiding 
upon  him. 


11  And  there 
earn  ta  voice  from 

heaven  >  fivsX  * 
Thou  art  my  be¬ 
loved  Sod  ,  in 
whom  1  am  wdJ 
pJeafid. 


M  Andiiirme* 

ditrcEy  the  fpirit 
drircth  him  into 
the  wiiderncfs* 

1 3  And  he  wax 
there  tii  lire  wil* 
dernefs  forty  djys 
tempt  ed-of  Satan; 
rnd  wu  with  the 
wild  beuftij  and 
the  angeb  mini- 
ftend  onto  him. 


14  Now  after 
that  John  wax  put 
in  prifon*  JeAif 
came  inro  Cali- 
ler,  preaching  the 

fofpri  of  the 
ingdoro  of  Cod, 


1  j  Andfiyinjr, 
The  time  >$  ful 
filled  t  and  the 
kingdom  of  God 
is  at  hand:  re¬ 


pent  yc»  and  be¬ 
lieve  the  gofpcL 
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parted  afunder  as  when  it  lighteneth,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  coming  down,  and  hovering  over  his  head  like  a 
dove,  (*»«  wifinf*n,)  to  diftinguifli  him  from  ail  others 
by  a  fpecial  miraculous  teftimony  of  Cod’s  favour  from 
heaven,  and  in  token  of  bis  being  then  anointed  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft.  (See  the  note  on  Mat,  iii.  16.} 

1 1  And,  together  with  this  extraordinary  appearance, 
there  was  an  audible  voice,  directed  to  thrift,  from  the 
excellent  glory,  faying,  Tbou  art,  by  way  of  eminence 
and  peculiarity,  my  dearly  beloved  Son,  in  wliofe  per- 
fon  and  undertakings  I  am  greatly  delighted,  and  in 
whom  1  gracicmfly  accept  all  that  bdieve  in  thee,  bung 
well  pleated  with  thee  for  thine  own  lake,  and  with  all 
that  are  in  thee  for  thy  fake  too. 

ll  Prefimtly  after  he  was  thus  haptized,  and  owned, 
and  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  this  good  Spirit  moved 
him,  by  a  powerful  impulfe,  to  retire  into  a  Itill  left 
inhabited  port  of  the  wildernefs. 

13  And  he  continued  there  forty  dap  and  forty 
nights,  aflaulted  with  various  temptations  of  Satan, 
which  he  overcame}  and  furrounded  with  favage  beads, 
of  which  be  remained  unhurt ;  and  at  length  the  bldfed 
angels,  who  are  his  fervants,  came  to  congratulate  him 
upon  bis  glorious  victories,  and  to  fupply  him  with 
proper  food  after  bis  great  conflicts  and  long  fading. 
[Matth,  iv.  a.) 

14  While  John  the  Baptjt  continued  publicly  to  ex* 
erdfe  his  mimftry,  our  Lord  fliewed  himfelf  but  little 
to  the  world  :  But  as  foon  as  Herod  had  flint  up  John 
in  prifon,  and  (topped  bis  mouth,  Jefus  would  not  dif¬ 
fer  the  word  of  God  to  be  bound ;  but  came  himfdf 
into  Galilee,  publifhing  thro*  all  that  country  the  holy 
gofpel  of  the  fpiritual  kingdom  which  he  was  come  to 
fa  up  in  the  world. 

1 5  And  to  fhc  w  tbeharmon  y  bet  ween  his  ow  n  and  John’s 
minidry,  be  began  with  faying,  The  fer  time  appointed 
of  God  pfomifed  to  the  fathers,  predicted  by  the  prophet;1, 
pointed  out  by  John,  expe£ted  by  the  Jcwt,  andlongcd  for 
by  the  faithful  in  IJrael ,  is  now  come,  forthc  manifeJlation 
of  the  MelTtah :  The  Judaical  rites  and  ceremonies,  carnal 
ordinances,  and  worldly  fanftuary,  are  in  a  little  while 
to  cede;  and  a  fpiritual,  holy,  and  heavenly  kingdom, 
is  to  be  fet  up,  in  all  its  purity  and  glory,  as  the  la  ft 
difpeniation  of  mercy  to  finful  men  :  According  there¬ 
fore  to  the  deign,  and  by  the  grace,  of  this  kingdom, 
which  can  never  he  moved,  repent  of  your  violations  of 
God’s  law,  and  of  all  yourfalfe  confidences  in  yourfeives ; 
apd  embrace  the  bleffcd  doilrine  of  falvation,  by  belie- 


itf  Now  is  he 
talked  by  the  fes 
ofGdilcc,  hcfjw 
Simon,  2nd  An- 
drew  hii  briber, 
cifting  a  atz  into 
the  (c* :  (fhrthey 
were  filhm.) 

i  T  And  Jcfas 
laid  unto  them, 
Onifyeaftnrw, 
and  l  will  mzkc 
you  to  become 
filbert  of  men. 


t 


t6  And  fbaight- 
way  they  forfook 
their  r«<paj  dfol- 
bwed  him. 

19  And  ihen 
he  hail  gone  a  lit¬ 
tle  furLherthenoe, 
he  law  James  the 
fern  of  Zehedee, 
and  John  hU  bra* 
ihtr,  who  alfo 
were  in  the  ihip 
meqdiog  their 
nets. 

ao  And  Rraight- 
way  he  called 
them :  and  they 
Jeff  their  fadiCT 
£c berime  in  the 
Ihip  with  the  hi¬ 
red  frnraim,  and 
went  after  him. 

*i_  And  they 
went  into  Ca  - 
pemaum  ;  and 
ftraightway'*  on 
the  Abbuh-diy 
he  entered  into 
the  fy[i*£o*pi<*  , 
and  taught* 

1:  And  they 
were  atfonlftudat 
hit  doftriuc :  for 
he  taught  them 
as  one  tiiat  had 
amhuriry ,  and 
pot  as  tUtfcrilics. 
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ving  in  me,  as  made  known  therein,  for  the  remilfion 
of  your  (ins  and  obtaining  eternal  life. 

16  Now  as  be  was  travelling  about  to  preach  the 
gofpel,  and  was  pa  (Ting  by  the  lake  of  Geimefaretby  be 
took  notice  of  two  men*  Simon  and  Andrea f,  who  were 
brethren,  and,  being  fi(herraen,  were  catting  their  net 
into  the  lake.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  v.  fr.) 

17  And  Jefus,  defigning  to  make  them  apoftles, 
fpake  to  them,  faying.  Follow  me,  by  fubmitting  to 
my  authority,  embracing  my  do&rine,  and  imitating 
my  example;  and  I  will  employ  you  in  a  more  excel¬ 
lent  and  noble  work  than  that  of  catching  fiOi  out  of 
the  fea ;  ye  (hall  have  the  honour  and  the  pleafure  of 
filhiitg  for  immortal  fouls,  and  of  being  Inftnisiental  in 
drawing  them  out  of  a  (late  of  (in  and  mifery  into  a  Ibte 
of  ftlvation.  . 

1 8  And  his  words  were  with  fuch  power,  that  they, 
in  obedience  to  bis  call,  immediately  left  their  fi  firing 
trade,  and  became  not  only  his  difciples  f,  but  from 
that  time  forward  his  conftant  attendants,  devoted  to  his 
fervtee  for  the  good  of  fouls. 

19  Then,  going  a  little  further,  he  obferved  two 
more,  who  were  likewise  fifhermen  and  brethren,  viz. 
James  and  John,  the  fons  of  Zeitdee,  who  were  alfo 
employed  in  their  fcrular  trade,  being  in  a  boat  mending 
their  nets. 

20  And  he  fpake  in  like  manner  with  divine  energy 
to  their  hearts,  by  which  he  made  them  a  willing  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  immediately,  without  conferring  with  fleih 
and  blood,  or  confuting  their  temporal  interefts,  they, 
leaving  their  Father  Z  eke  dee  and  the  hired  fervants  in 
the  boat,  and  giving  up  all  the  profits  of  their  trade, 
went  alhore,  and  became  Chrilt’s  conftant  followers, 
to  receive  hij  inftmclioiis  and  do  his  will. 

at  All  thefe  went  along  with  Jefus,  as  bis  difciples, 
to  Capernaum  j  and  the  fixft  fabh^h  after  they  entered 
that  great  city,  he  went  into  qne  of  their  fynagogues  or 
places  of  puhlic  worfhip,  and  preached  the  golpd  of  his 
kingdom  there.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  iv.  16.) 

22  And  the  common  people  were  amazed  at  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  his  difcoorfe;  For  fuch  was  the  nature  of 
his  doctrine,  and  the  manner  of  ' his  delivering  it,  that 
they  thought  he  fpole  evident  and  important  things, 
with  furprifing  majefty  and  divine-like  authority,  and 

not 


NOT*. 

t  TTiey  lud  believed  in  him,  and  otioc-  mining  them  up  for  the  apeftkJhtp;  and 

fifionj  followed  Kitii  ii  hit  difictples*  bfibrr;  they  quilted  i^ir  fecubr  bufiadr, 

John  i.  43,  41,  4^.  \lnt  now  they  were  called  *i>d  defied  tb«uftlV«s  emiidy  to  lu*  fa¬ 
te  be  his  cuaftuit  ft:!  tourer^  m  order  to  hi*  vice* 


Ch.i. 


13  And  theft 
was  hi  thdr  fy- 
rujfijfw  ■  nan 
u-idi  jn  unclean 
ipirit  ;  tod  be, 
cried  out. 


*+  Siring*  L£ 

m  alone ;  whit 
ht*e  we  to  do 
with  thee,  thou 
Jefus  of  Nau- 
nth. !  art  thou 
come  to  deftroy 
us?  I  know  thee 
vho  thou  lit,  the 
holy  Got  of  Cod* 


15  And  Jdiis 
rebuked  him,  iky¬ 
ing  ,  Hold  thy 
poet,  and  com« 
out  of  him. 


%G  And  when 
the  unclean  fpuit 
had  tom  him,  and 
cried  with  a  lood 
voice,  he  umc 
out  ci  him* 


tj  And  they 
were  alt  amazed, 
uribntuch  that 
thcyquefttoocda- 

mongtbcmlcJTcB, 
laying  ,  Wbat 
thing  Is  tbit  \ 
what  new  doc¬ 
trine  is  this  ?  for 
with  authority 
commaoddh  be 
even  the  luiduti 
/pints,  and  they 
<lo  obey  him* 

*9  Andlmme- 
diateiy  his  fame 
ipread  abroad 
throughout  ail  the 
region  round  n* 
fcjtf  Galilee* 
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not  uncertain  traditions  according  to  the  trifling  formal 
cuftom  of  tbeir  rabbies* 

13  Now,  among  others  in  the  fynagogue,  there  was 
a  nura  pofiefled  of  an  evil  fpirit,  which  gave  our  MelTcd 
Lord  a  proper  opportunity  of  confirming  bis  glorious 
gofpel  by  a  remarkable  miracle  ;  for  the  devil,  making 
ufe  of  this  man's  organs  of  fpecch,  cried  out  aloud,  like 
one  filled  with  conttemarion  and  terror,  at  the  thoughts 
of  Chrilfo  power  over  him, 

24  Saying,  in  a  ftyle  of  reproach,  and  yet  irt  a  way 
of  dread,  O  thou  Jefus  of  Nazareth^  do  not  exert  thy 
power  againft  us  the  infernal  fpirits,  to  diftnrb  or  dif- 
poffefs  us ;  wc  are  no  match  for  thee,  and  do  not  care 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  thee  :  What !  art  thou 
come  to  delhoy  our  dominion  over  men,  which  we  have 
lb  long  been  in  poffcflion  of,  and  are  ftill  permitted  to; 
exercifc  in  this  world  i  I  too  well  know,  that  thou  art 
the  Mefliah,  the  Son  of  God}  and  am  contented  to 
own  this,  if  thou  wilt  but  let  us  alone* 

25  But  as  Jefus  would  not  be  Toothed  by  the  devil's 
flatteries,  nor  receive  teftimony  from  him  as  if  he*were 
in  confederacy  with  him,  he  exerted  his  divine  power 
and  authority}  and,  with  a  fevere  reprimand,  ordered 
him  to  fay  no  more  about  what  he  was,  but  to  quit  pof- 
feflkm  of  the  man,  tho*  ever  fo  much  again II  his  will. 

26  The  evil  fpirit  no  fooner  heard  this,  but  he  was 
filled  with  rage  to  chink  that  he  mull  he  forced  to  yield  ; 
and,  immediately  throwing  the  poor  man  into  terrible 
convulfions,  as  if  be  would  have  tom  him  to  pieces,  he 
made  a  hideous  outcry,  to  exprefs  his  own  reluftancc, 
and  to  frighten  the  people;  and  lb  came  out  of  the  man, 
who,  in  that  ioftant,  was  perfectly  healed. 

27  And  all  the  multitude  wereftruck  with  aftonilh* 
merit  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  could  not  forbear  fay* 
ing  one  to  another,  What  a  furprifing  power  over  devils 
is  this  i  And  wbat  divine  and  heavenly  do£trine  mult 
it  be  which  this  Perfon  teaches  beyond  all  that  we  ever 
heard,  and  which  he  thus  confirms  beyond  all  that  we 
ever  Taw  before?  For  he  does  not  pray  like  a  dependent, 
nor  ulc  a  great  many  ceremonies  like  our  exorcifts,  in 
cafting  out  evil  fpirits ;  but  fpeaks  like  a  fovereign,  with 
the  authority  and  majefly  of  a  God  ;  and  fuch  power 
goes  along  with  his  commanding  words,  that  the  devils 
themfclves  are  forced  to  obey  him  ! 

28  And  this  fo  wonderfully  raifed  his  reputation  a* 
mong  them,  that  they  prefemly  fpread  the  fame  of  his 
extraordinary  doftrine  and  miracles  thro’  all  Gatlke  and 
the  neighbouring  countries  round  about* 


29  Im- 


•3* 

ip  And  forth- 
irilh,  when  they 
MreLC  c<m>c  aw  of 
the  fy  tiagcgDe  t 
they  en  gird  into 
tlx  houfc  of  E> 
nion  and  An-* 
diWj  wifh  j  dines 

and  John. 

30  Bat  Si  - 
moo's  wife's  mo¬ 
ther  Uy  Ikk  of  i 
ft«r*  and  anun 
tky  tcU  him  of 
her. 

ji  And  became 
■nd  took  her  by 
the  baud  ,  and 
lifted  her  u;*;  and 
Immediatfly  the 
fever  left  hers  and 
Jbcmfoiitcrcduii-’ 
to  them. 

3>  And  at  c* 
ven  whet*  the 
ion  dtd  ktt  they 
brought  anto  him 
all  that  v«n  di* 
feaC-d^  and  them 
tlut  were  poflef- 
fed  vtth  devils 

33  And  all  the 
t\ty  vu  gathered 
tcgetlxr  at  the 
door* 

94  And  he  heal* 
rd  many  i  hat  were 
fui  of  (Jivm  dj- 
trjfcs  j  and  tail 
out  many  dcviU, 
and  fullered  not 
the  devils  to 
fp^k  t  bttiniie 
they  knew  Sum. 


jj  And  in  the 
morpinjT,  riling 
tip  a  great  while 
before  day,  he 
went  out,  and  rfr* 
rarted  into  a  fo- 
litary  pbet*  and 
there  prayuL 
3d  And  £>i  - 
men  j  and  they 
that  were  with 
followed  af¬ 
ter  Min. 

*T  And  when 
they  bad  found 
hi^ij  they  laid 
mao 
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29  Imm  eel  lately  after  this,  Jefus  coming  out  of  the 
fynagogue  whh  hi*  ctifciples  Peter  arid  Andrew*  James 
and  John*  they  went  into  the  houfe  at  Capernaum  where 
Peter  and  his  brother  Andrew  dwelt* 

30  And  Peter1  a  wife’s  mother  being  at  that  time  Gck 
of  a  fever*  fome  of  the  company  acquainted  Jefus  with 
it*  begging  that  he  who  had  done  fo  great  things  for  o- 
thers,  would  pleafe  to  (hew  bis  companion  in  healing 
her.  (Luke  iv.  38.) 

31  Thereupon,  going  into  the  room  where  (he  lay, 
he  took  hold  of  her  hand  and  railed  her  up ;  and  hie 
divine  power  wrought  fo  effc&ually  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  (ever  immediately  ceafed,  and  (he  was  in  an 
inftant  reftored  to  fuch  a  degree  of  health  and  fbength, 
that  ftie  went  about  the  bulinefs  of  the  houfe,  and  ma¬ 
naged  the  entertainment  which  was  made  for  him  and 
the  family,  as  if  nothing  had  ailed  ber  before4 

32  And  after  fun-fetting,  when  the  fabbath  was 
ended,  according  to  the  Jrwijb  way  of  computing  it 
from  evening  to  evening ;  the  people  then  thinking 
themfelves  at  liberty  to  carry  about  their  lick,  and  meet* 
ing  with  no  obftrutlion  to  it  from  the  Pkarifees*  brought 
abundance  of  difeafed  perfons,  arid  fuch  as  were  pof* 
feffed  with  devils,  that  he  might  heal  them. 

33  And  there  was  a  vaft  concnurfe  of  people  from 
all  parts  of  the  city,  who  were  gathered  about  the  door 
of  Peter**  houfe,  where  Jefus  was,  to  lay  their  Gck  be* 
fore  him,  and  fee  what  be  would  do  unto  them. 

34  And  in  the  greatnds  of  his  power  and  good nefs, 

he,  like  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  life  and  health,  perfe&ly 
cured  great  multitudes  that  were  Gck  of  various  kinds 
of  difeafes}  and  difpoflefTed  many  devils,  and  would 
not  permit  thofe  evil  fplrits  to  (peak  in  a  way  of  oppo* 
fition  to  him,  no,  not  to  proceed  in  their  declarations 
that  they  knew  him,  («■,  he  not  needing 

their  teftimony,  nor  being  witling  to  encourage  it,  left 
_^ny  fhouM  make  a  bad  conftni£tion  of  it  as  if  he  a£ted 
in  concert-with  them. 

35  Very  early  the  following  morning,  long  before 
break  of  day,  Chrlft  got  up  and  went  into  a  folitary  place 
for  retirement;  where  being  alone,  free  from  all  00m* 
pany,  he  fpent  fome  time  in  fecret  prayer.  (See  the 
note  on  Luke  iv.  4a.) 

3 6  Then  /Vterand  the  other  difciples  his  companions, 
perceiving  that  Jefus  had  withdrawn  himfelf,  went  out 
to  fearch  after  him-. 

37  And  upon  their  finding  him  they  told  him,  that, 
whilfthe  was  retiring  there,  a  great  multitude  of  people 

were 
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unt°J.  |>™  »  A®  were  inquiring  after  him  t  with  earned  delire  to  fee  him 
inMHHWtPN.  again,  and  enjoy  more  of  his  (defied  company. 

38  And  he  Rid  38  He  replied,  I  maft  not,  for  the  prefem,  return 

u*togjhiaw  ti*  40  with  them;  come  with  me  to  the  neighbouring 
n«t  towns,  that  towns  and  villages,  where  1  may  likewife  preach  the 
l  m»y  p«wi>  gofpei,  as  well  at  Capernaum :  For  my  commiiBon  from 
IbatfJ^Vucl  my  ^*at^cr  *1S  not  rc  drained  to  one  particular  city }  but 
fonh.  l  am  lent  to  go  about  doing  good,  by  my-  doftrine  and 

miracles,  whttft  1  continue  on  earth. 


38  And  he 
preached  la 
tlidr  fynagpgua 
throughout  til 
Galilee,  and  aft 
out  deviU, 

40  And  there 
came  a  leper  to 
him,  bcfechtag 
film.  iOd  tattl¬ 
ing  down  to  luro* 
and  faying  onto 
him,  Ifthpnwik, 
thou  unit  maht 
m<  dean. 

4*  Andjcfo, 
moved  with  com* 
pa  (Hem,  pot  forth 
h'n  hand ,  and 
rooehed  Mm*  and 
faith  tidio  him,  1 
will ;  be  thou 
deans 


4a  AnduJbqn 

as  he  had  fpo- 
fcen,  1 01  mediate¬ 
ly  the  Iqjroiy  de¬ 
parted  from  him, 
and  ht  wu  dean* 
fcd, 

41  And  he 
ftniriy  charged 
him,  and  forth¬ 
with  font  him  a- 
Wf\ 

44  And  fikh 
unto  him  ,  Set 
thou  foj  nothing 
to  any  mm;  but 
go  thy  way,  (bew 
thyfotf  to  the 
prieft,  and  o/for 
for  thy  dean  - 

ting  thofo  things 
which  Mofot 
commanded,  for 
a  trllimony  onto 
them. 


39  Accordingly  he,  travelling  thro*  all  Galilee,  preach¬ 
ed  in  their  fynagoguea  wherever  he  came ;  and  cofirm¬ 
ed  his  excellent  doftrine,  by  calling  out  devils,  as  well 
as  performing  many  other  miraculous  cures. 

40  And  among  tne  reft,  while  he  was  in  this  country, 
{Luke  r.  ix.  fee  the  note  there,)  a  certain  leprous  pet- 
fon  came  to  him ;  and,  kneeling  down  in  all  humility 
before  him,  eameftly  befought  his  mercy,  faying,  Such 
is  tby  power,  and  fo  great  and  many  are  the  wonder¬ 
ful  cures  .which  thou  haft  wrought,  that  1  am  fully  per- 
fuaded,  defperate  as  my  cafe  is,  if  it  feem  good  unto 
thee,  thou  canft  eafily  heal  me. 

41  And  jefus,  being  full  of  tender  compalfion  to¬ 
ward  this  miferable  creature,  immediately  ftretchcd  out 
bis  hand,  and  laid  it  upon  him,  to  Ihew  that  he  was  a 
prophet,  and  even  Lord  of  the  law,  who  was  not  bqund 
by  its  ceremonial  rites,  which  forbid  the  touching  of  a 
leper }  and  faid  unto  him,  1  am  as  willing  as  I  am  able, 
or  as  yori  can  wilh  me  to  be :  I  will  that  your  defire  be 
fulfilled ;  1  lay  unto  thee,  Be  thou  deanfed  from  thy 
leprofy. 

42  Tbefe  words  were  no  lboner  pronounced,-  but 
they  became  effeftual ;  what  he  fpake  was  done  *,  in  that 
very  inftant  the  leprofy  was  removed,  and  the  man  was 
thoroughly  healed. 

43  Upon  this,  Jefus  gave  him  a  drift  charge  to  be¬ 
have  fuitable  to  the  figual  mercy  he  had  received,  left  a 
worfe  evil  than  the  leprofy  from  which  be  was  cldanfed 
(hould  come  opon  him }  and  fo  difmifled  him. 

44  And  to  decline  every  thing  that  looked  like  often- 
tation  or  railing  a  tumult,  as  alio  to  prevent  the  rage 
and  envy  of  the  Pharifees  as  far  as  poflihle,  jefus  (aid 
to  him,  Do  not  divulge  among  the  people  what  1  have 
done  to  you  3  but,  as  the  law  direft,  (Lev.  xiii.  2,  drc.) 
go  and  prefent  yourfelf  to  the  prieft,  that  he  may  exa¬ 
mine  and  give  judgment  in  your  cafe*,  and,  upon  bis 
acknowledging  you  to  be  clean,  offer  the  facrifice  of 
divine  appointment  in  the  writings  of  Mofes,  for  puri¬ 
fication,  in  token  of  your  thankfulnefs  to  God,  {Lev. 
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siv.  4i  &c.)  He  commanded  him  to  take  this  COurfe,  as 
An  unexceptionable  evidence  to  the  Jews  of  the  reality 
of  the  miracle,  of  hi*  own  divine  power  In  working 
and  of  his  obfemng  the  law  of  JWq/t/^and  as  a  telti* 
mony  againft  them  who  afterwards  fhould  rejt'61  him* 
45  lot he treat  45  3m  the  man  was  fo  tranfponed  with  joy  at  the 
h°  ■ftirprifinBr  mercy  he  had  received,  that,  forgetting  one 
w  part  of  ChrilPs  charge,  he  could  not  tell  how  to  forbear 

>r**i  1  he  TOt*<r>  proclaim  mg,  the  cure,  wherever  he  came,  for  the  honour 
infiumKht^t I**  Gf  hi,-  jjjuJ  Benefafior,  who  was  indeed  worthy  to  be 
vpaiiyenrtr  into  prated*  And  the  people,  upon  knowing  of  it,  came 
tUcitT>  tat  wia  in  ftich  prodigious  multitudes  to  fee,  and  hear,  and  be 
h.'aled  by  Jefus,  (£i/A*v*  15.)  that,  for  a  con  fid  crab]  e 
caraen>Wn>frt>^  time,  it  was  fo  inconvenient  for  him  to  go  publicly  in- 
tvtry  quarter*  to  any  town,  and  gave  fo  much  umbrage  to  his  ene¬ 
mies,  as  put  him  upon  retiring  into  folkary  places, 
where  he  fpent  much  of  his  rime  in  prayer,  (Iiriev. 
ifi.)  hut  wherever  the  people  heard  he  was,  they  travel* 
ed  from  all  parts,  far  and  near,  to  come  to  him. 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

The  taw  ant!  the  prophets  were  till  whofr  ministry  was  the  dawn  of  the 
gofpd  dav  ;  O  glo/iousday  of  light  and  joy  to  loft  linnrrs!  The  Luid  of  the  evan¬ 
gelical  doctrine  concerning  Chrift  is,  that  he  is  the  anointed  Saviour,  and  the  Son 
of  God;  and  the  fum  of  what  it  calls  as  to  is,  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith 
towards  ourlfOrd  JcfusChrift.  How  fully  are  tbefe  blefled  truths  eAabltlhcd  by  ma¬ 
ny  witnefllsi  by  thrift's  own  and  preaching ;  by  his  Father's  trftimony, 

bift  Spirit**  notification,  and  his  own  divine  miracles  and  baptizing  with  the  Holy 
Ghnft;  by  his  vidory  over  Satan ;  by  angels  mmiftring  to  him;  and  by  the  cou- 
curriog  teftimony  of  the  KvangeMs,  who  agree  in  their  report  about  thefe  things! 
And  the  great  delign  of  all  is!  to  prcparethe  way  of  tke  Lord  th*it  he  may  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  heart*  How  is  he  to  be  admired  of  all  that  are  about  him !  They 
that  know  his  name,  will  think  well  of  him*  and  follow  hard  after  him.  And 
oh  with  what  roakfty  and  power  does  he  by  his  word  and  Spirit!  How  ra- 

fily  can  hr  reach  the  heart,  dethrone  the  dmlm  and  heal  the  leprofy  and  (ickne  fles 
of  our  fools  1  How  cheerfully  do  his  people  yield,  and  how  is  Satan  forced  to  fly, 
jo  the  day  of  his  power!  Nothing  is  too  hard  for  him  to  dot  Anil  we  need  not  go 
far  to  feek  him  now,  as  many  were  forced  to  do  in  the  days  of  his  flrfh ;  hut  may 
find  Mm  fpiiiroally  preftnt  wherever  we  are*  whether  engaged  in  tbe  lawful  bufi- 
Qyfrfrfltfe,  as  the  difetptas  were  when  he  called  them;  or  m  frerct  prayer,  after 
his  0^1  example;  nr  in  aJF-mUlinps  together  in  His  name,  to  fprak  to  him  and 
hear  from  him?  And  weftrcnhl  follow  him  for  whatever  we  want  ;  for  faith  wilt 
wr  find  him  as  wHlingas  he  isab^to  help  its:  And  when  he  has  iliewn  us  mer¬ 
cy,  how  fhould  we  remember  to  own  and  honour  him,  bv  obeying  his  commands ! 


CHAP.  IT. 

Je/trs  heats  one  ftek  of  the  pa!fyt  I, — 12.  Calls  Matthew  from  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  eujlotN}  and  vindicates  his  own  conduct  in  eating  with  pubh- 
canj  and Jinners,  1 3»—  1 7.  JuJliJies  bit  dtfcipbs  not  facing,  for  the 
prefentj  1 8,-22,  >  and  their  plucking  ears  6 f  corn  on  the  fabbatb- 
« !F*  23»”2S* 


Vara- 
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A.^enwS'io-  blefled  Lord,  having  continued  for  fome  time 

— 1- - r  in  places  remote  from  populous  towns,  privately 

returned  tu  Capernaum ;  but  a  rumour  was  foon  fpread 
thro’  the  city,  that  he  was  come  to  the  houfe  of  Peter , 
where  he  had  been  before.  (Chap.  i.  29.) 

1  Ami  prefently  crowds  of  people  flocked  thither  -t  fo 
that  not  only  the  houfe  was  too  little  to  contain  them, 
but  many  could  not  fo  much  as  get  near  to  the  door  : 
And  Chrift,  making  no  diftin&ioo  of  places  for  religi¬ 
ous  worfhip,  publifhed  the  gofpcl  to  as  many  of  them 
as  could  come  witbin  hearing. 

3  And  while  be  was  preaching,  his  miracles  having 
made  him  very  famous,  there  came  four  men,  carrying 
upon  their  {boulders  a  paralytic  in  his  bed,  whofe  di- 
nemper  had  lo  lamed  and  enfeebled  him  that  he  was 
unable  to  help  bimfelf. 

4  And  finding  the  crowd  fo  great,  that  there  was  no 
polfihiHty  of  pr effing  thro7  it,  and  in  that  way  to  get 
near  to  Jefus,  they  contrived  another  method  to  come 
at  him :  And,  in  the  eageraefs  of  their  defire  to  obtain 
a  cure,  they  fpared  no  pains ;  hut  f  got  up  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  houfe,  and  uncovered  the  top  of  it,  and  then 
let  down  the  fick  man  in ‘his  hed  through  the  roof,  into 
the  room  where  our  blefled  Lord  was  preaching  to  the 
multitude. 

5  When  Chrilt  perceived  the  extraordinary  faith  of 
the  paralytic,  and  of  his  friends,  that  broke  thro’  fucb 
great  difficulties,  and  proceeded  with  fach  refolurion, 
to  lay  him  at  his  fleet  for  healing  j  he,  to  Ihew  bis  ap¬ 
probation  of  It,  faid,  with  wonderful  majefty  and  mercy, 
to  the  man  fick  of  the  pally.  Son,  he  of  good  comfort, 
thy  fins  are  forgiven j  and  it  fhall  be  unto  thee  according 
to  thy  faith. 

6  But,  as  foon  as  he'  fpake  thefe  gracious  words, 
fome  of  the  Jevrijb  doftors  then  prefent  pcrverfely  ca¬ 
villed  in  their  own  minds,  reafoning  after  this  manner 
againft  them  : 

7  What  horrid  blafpbemy  is  this  man  guilty  of,  in 

th«i  mm  dim  pretending  to  foeh  a  power  as  is  undoubtedly  the  pecu- 
ipuk  bbfphe  -  j]ar  prerogative  of  Deity  1  For  who  hut  God  himfelf  can 
wie*.  can  r  3  T-  --  only  his  right,  which  cannot  be 

T  E.  ^ 

friend?  of  thia  tick  min  might  carry  bin* 
up  thither,  and  forcing  open  the  door,  which 
wifi  fattened  within,  might  convey  him 
through  this  break  of  the  tv6i,  imo  the  room 
where  Jefii*  was  preaching  to  ihe  people. 
See  tbe notes on M aiE x.  it.  andxtfiv*  17  I 
luck  Her.  llrtr*  iu 


to  Capernaum  *f- 
urfotnt  diji,  and' 
h  wai  oofted  that 
he  «u  in  the 
houfe. 

%  And  ftralghl* 
way  many  weic 
gathered  toge  - 
thcr  t  info  much 
that  there  *u  no 
room  to  receive 
the m,  no  not  fo 
much  ai  about  the 
door  :  and  he 
preached  thcwwd 
goto  them, 

I  And  they 
come  tin  to  him, 
bringing  one  tick 
of  die  puiy  which 
vi$  boroe  of  four. 

4  And  when 
they  could  nor 
come  nigh  unto 
himforiheprefe 
they  utfoovfcfed 
the  roof  where  be 
was:  and  when 
they  had  broken 
it  up,  they  let 
dowp  the  bed 
wherein  the  fick 
of  the  paify  by, 

5  When  Tdfus 
fkw  their  faith,  he 
fkid  unco  the  fick 
of  1  be  pally,  $60, 
thy  fini  fie  fprgi- 
ten  in  thee. 


tf  But  there 
were  certain  of 
the  fcrihei  fitting 
there,  and  ra¬ 
tioning  ia  their 
hart  a, 

7  Why  doth 


forgive  fins  but 
God  J 


It 


13 


forgive  fins  ? 
only?  VOL.  I. 

«  O 

t  As  the  houfe  of  the  Jew  were  ufuafiy 
low-built,  with  a  flit  roof,  and  they  often  had 
ftdirfi  or  fixed  ladder*  on  the  out  fide;  fo,  for 
the  convenience  of  going  up  and  down  with¬ 
in  fide  of  the  houfe  they,  it  feate,  had  a 
tnip-doororaiatttcewkh  a  covering  (i  Atari 
1  1.)  vn  the  flat  of  the  roof:  Aud  fo  the 


*4* 


Ch/ii. 
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communicated  to  any  creature  whatfoever. 

8  And  imne-  g  Then  Jefus,  as  perfediy  knowing  in  himfelf  what 
fuT  peiciv'd  in  wcrc  uioft  fecret  murmuring*  of  their  hearts  as  if 
hu  fpirit,  that  they  had  fpoke  than  out  ever  fo  plainly  in  bis  hearing* 
viih'D*  r'*htmd  immediately  faid  to  than*  Why  do  ye  entertain  fuch  in- 
fch-es”  hefiUua-  jurious  and  malicious  reafouings  in  your  thoughts  agaidd 
to  them,  Why  me,  as  if  I  were  guilty  of  blafphemy  in  faying  this  ? 

9  Let  me  aik  you,  Which  is  eafieft  ?  to  forgive  this 
Leans  ?  “  ^°Ur  man's  l'tns,  that  are  the  original  caufe  of  all  diftexnpers ; 

9  Whether  is  or  to  take  off  their  effeft,  by  healing  his  defperate  dif- 

eafe,  and,  by  an  abfolute  power  in  myfelf,  enabling 
p'Jiy*  Thy  fins  him  to  rife  and  walk  with  nich  (Irength  as  to  carry  bis 
u*  forgiven  thee ;  own  hed  ?  Cannot  be  who  does  one  of  tbefe,  as  calily 
iD(ll^ake,uAltht'  other  likewife  ? 

bed,  and  walk  l*  I  o,  1 1 .  But  to  fcive  you  an  evident  proof  that  I,  who 
so  Bisr  that  ye  truly  a  man  and  the  promifed  Meffiah,  have  abfolute 
may  know  .that  power  and  authority  in  myfelf,  even  whilft  I  am  on 
Mtb  power  on  earth,  to  forgive  fins*  1  will  take  off  this  effect  of  fin* 
earth  to  forpve  in  fuch  a  fovereign  manner  as  is  peculiar  to  God;  Then 
ti"*'  Pi  f  "the  turning  to  the  man  fick  of  the  palfy,  he  fpake  in  the 
palfy,1)  °  following  drain,  with  all  the  majejty  and  power  of  a 
it  i  %  wito  divine  perfon,  1  fay  unto  thee,  Arife  this  in  (Ian  t ;  and, 
take’ up 'thy  bed,  to  ®lCW  tbat  tbou  art  perfetWy  healed  at  once,  take  up 
and  go  thy  way  thy  bed,  in  the  prefence  of  all  this  company,  and  carry 
into  thine  hovie.  it  home.  (See  the  notes  on  Mat.  ix.  a.  and  Luke  v.  23.) 

t  *  Aad  im-  12  And  he  no  fooner  commanded,  but  it  was  done : 
Mistook  up  the  ^lc  103,1  immediately  arofe  in  full  ftrength,  took  up  his 
bed'  and  went  bed,  and  carried  it  away,  prdKng  through  the  crowd, 
fcirth  before  them  (iK,.r«?v  ^arri-y  1)  And  Chrift  managed  this  cure  in  fuch  an 
thei"wneCaii  a-  a^f°^ute  god-like  way,  as  aftonilhed  all  the  people,  who 
mated,  and  glo*  could  not  but  own  that  there  was  fomething  divine  in 
T‘kd  ^'s  wor^s  an(i  anions »  upon  which  they  gave  glory  to 

k on'thisfa^  God,  with  acknowledgments  that  they  never  faw  any 
lliion.  thing  like  it;  before  j  tho',  thro'  their  prejudices,  they 

did  not  readil  y  comprehend  how  by  this  proof  it  appeared 
that  be  was  God. 

,3r  *3  After  this,  Jefus  went  our  of  Capernaum  again  to 

by  "aLo^Vea^Sc!  ihore  of  the  lake  of  Cennefaretb and  great  roulti- 
and  all  the  multi*  tudes  Eocked  to  him  there,  where  he  as  readily  preached 
tilde  retorted  un-  the  gofpel  to  them,  without  any  Ccruplc,  as  if  he  had 

unght  them.  bceo  10  on«  « their  fynaeogues. 

i«  And  a»  he  14  And  walking  by  the  fea~f>de,  he  obferved  a  cer- 
?j«j *****  man  *n  his  way,  whofe  name  was  Levity  the  Son 
AJpbcii*,r  ■fatinjr  of  Jlpbcus,  and  who  was  fitting  at  the  toll-booth  to  re¬ 
al  tbe  receipt  of  eeive  the  tribute  that  was  to  be  paid  for  importations 
<u’  and  exportations ;  and,  tho'  he  was  in  an  office  of  ill  re - 


. ,  NOTE, 

t  Lit:  IS  ulM  JLfrirfnf*,  (Matt,  ix,  (r.)i  and  all  circnmftanct*  (hew,  that  they  wtir 
t'Vo  Mine*  wht^h  bdoopJ  to  ihu  fume  pcrlon,  as  wja  ilfo  c^IIa!  Pw/, 
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Pute»  Chrift,  to  fliew  the  riches  and  the  fbvercignty  of 
jue° Andhtaroft  bis  grace,  faid  to  him.  Follow  me ;  And  thcte  words 
aaifoUowedfiim.  were  attended  with  fuch  a  divine  power  upon  liis  foul, 
that  be  immediately  quitted  his  fcandalous,  tho’  profit* 
able  poll,  and  became  one  of  the  difciples  and  ccmftant 
followers  of  our  Lord. 


if  A  ad  it  tame 

to  pati,  that  as 
Jcfus  lit  it  meat 
in  hit  hooieT ma¬ 
ny  publicans  and 
fanmtitalib  in* 
get  her  with  Jcftw 
and  his  difciples : 
for  there  vm 
many,  and  they 
followed  him* 


15  And,  this  man’s  heart  being  moved  with  pity 
towards  his  former  finfu]  companions,  be  invited  them* 
together  with  Jefus  and  his  difciples,  to  an  entertain* 
ment  at  his  houfc,  that  they  might  have  the  advantage 
of  hearing  and  converting  with  him  :  And  fuch  was  the 
gracious  condefcenGon  of  our  Lord,  that,  when  he  and 
his  difciples  (at  down  to  eat,  he  admitted  of  many  tax* 
gatherers,  and  other  men  of  ill  character,  to  tit  and  eat 
with  him. 


id  And  when 
the  faiba  and 
Pharitiettiv  him 
* it  with  publi¬ 
can*  and  finn cn, 
they  tiiduntohU 
difrplei,  How  b 
it  that  be  eateth 
and  drinketh  with 
publican*  and  Ha¬ 
em? 


16  And  when  this  was  obferved  hy  fomc  of  the  Jew* 
ijb  doctors  and  Pbarifeest  who  were  men  of  a  fclf^ con¬ 
ceited  and  cenfcrious  fpirit*  they  took  offence  at  it,  and 
difputed  with  his  difciples  about  it,  faying*  How  cm 
your  mailer,  who  pretends  to  be  an  holy  prophet*  juftify 
his  fo  familiarly  keeping  company  with  fuch  detectable 
people  as  tax-gatherers  and  the  vileft  of  men*  whom  we 
refufe  to  couvede  with  that  we  may  not  be  defiled  by 
them* 


17  When  Je¬ 
fus  bend  itt  ac 
frith  unto  them. 
They  that  ate 
u’hale  have  do 
need  of  the  phy- 
ilcian,  but  they 
that  are  fitk :  1 
came  not  to  call 
the  righteous,  but 
Turncri  to  repent- 


ri  And  the 
dUciples  of  John 
and  of  the  phari* 
fns  utid  to  fail ; 

tad 


17  But  Jefus,  hearing  how  invidioufly  they  Charged 
him*  replied*  1  am  not  a  companion  of  tinners  to  coun¬ 
tenance  them  in  their  wlckednefs,  but  a  fpi  ritual  Phy- 
ftcian  to  beal  them  :  And  they  who*  like  you*  have  a 
vain  conceit  of  their  own  rightcoufhefs,  as  if  they  need* 
ed  no  better*  will  not  value  one  of  my  character  as  of 
any  ufe  to  themfelves;  but  they  who*  like  thefe  noto¬ 
rious  tinners*  have  no  fuch  opinion  of  themfelves*  arc 
more  eafily  brought  to  a  conviction  of  their  fin*  and  of 
their  need  of  a  Saviour,  Now  the  principal  JeEgn  of 
my  coming  was  not  to  reform  a  righteous  world ;  nor  is 
my  gofpel  likely  to  be  efFedttal  among  thofc  who  chink 
they  are  holy  enough  already  j  hut  I  am  come  to  bring 
them  to  repentance  unto  life  who  are  the  greateft  of  tin¬ 
ners*  and  are  fenfible  of  their  Gn  and  danger*  and  would 
be  glad^of  a  recovery* 

18  There  were  likewife  exceptions  made  againft 
Chrift  by  fome  difciples  of  John  the  Baptljl  add  of  the 
Pbari/ieSj  who,  under  their  refpeftive  teachers*  had 
been  trained  up  to  frequent  fadings  f-  Tkcy*  wonder¬ 
ing 


N  O  T.E 

t  The  Phariftttj  betide*  fiieh  (til)  a*  were  one  {ft  that  feft  vainly  henffol  of  fading 
of  divine  inftiturian*  added  many  oil wrs  of  tv/ict  Luke  xviil  j%.  And  as  Job* 

tnufcirind,  and  of  their  own  appointment  ;  ft?  Rupiijt  betook  liirofelf  to  ati  Liiub  i  e,  ab- 
aud  -pliord  Jo  much  religion  in  them,  that  fiemiuiii  lay  of  Life;  fo  hi&  diicijiUs  ihuIil- 

1>1hJ 


*44 

■ad  they  come, 
■mi  Ay  ant o  him, 
Wliy  do  l lie  dtfr 
ripta  of  Johnsml 
of  the  Pbriins 
fart,  hut  thy  dt f- 
ciptes  foil  TUJt  ? 

ip  And  j>ftts 
Aid  unto  them* 
On  the  children 
of  (he  bdlc  - 
chamber  faft, 
while  the  bridc- 
sr^oin  is  with 
them  ?  15  long  a* 
they  have  the 
bridegroom  with 
them,  they  can¬ 
not  Art. 
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mg  that  the  followers  of  Jefus  were  not  under  fone  au- 
ftcre  difeipline,  came  and  atked  him,  faying.  What  is 
the  reafon  that,  nntwith (landing  the  folemn  do&rines 
you  peach,  your  dilciples  are  not  ordered  to  keep  days 
of  failing,  as  wc  do,  in  obedience  to  the  obligations  laid 
upon  us  feverally  ? 

19  In  •  >if\»er to  this,  Jcfus  faid,  lam,  as  John  him* 
fclf  declared  concerning  me,  {John  iii.  29.)  the  Ipiritual 
Bridegroom  to  whom  the  church  is  efponfedi  and  my 
difciples  are  at  prefent  to  he  confidered  as  the  children 
of  the  bride-chamber,  or  the  guefts  of  the  marriage- 
Feaft,  that  are  to  rejoice  with  me ;  How  improper  then 
would  it  be  for  thefe  my  wedding  guefts  to  be  dull  in 
my  immediate  prefence,  and  to  fan  on  tbeie  joyful  dap? 
It  would  be  very  unfeafonabte  for  them  to  do  this,  whilft 
lam  with  them  under  that  character. 


10  Bntthc'cUys 
will  come,  when 
the  bridegroom 
Hull  be  uXcn  a- 
*ay  fnin  them, 
and  flicnlbalkhry 
fart  in  thofe  days. 


70  Bat,  in  a  tittle  while,  I  (hall  depart  from  them, 
and  they  will  be  expofed  ro  many  difficulties  and  trou* 
Wes;  and  then  will  their  time  for  folemn  humiliation 
and  fading,  as  it  now  is  for  thafe  of  you  that  are  the 
difciples  of  John7  your  mafter  being  lately  taken  away 
from  yon,  flint  up  in  prtfon*  and  in  danger  of  his  life* 
21  j  22.  But  for  them  to  keep  days  of  lifting  in  tbeir 
prefent  circumftances,  would  be  as  unfuitable  as  to  go 
about  to  mend  an  old  rotten  garment  with  a  piece  of 
new  cloth,  which  would  look  uncomely,  and  the  fijft 
ftretch  would  make  a  lugger  hole  than  before ;  (See  the 
note  on  Jlfrtf*  is.  i6»)  Or  it  would  be  as  improper  as  to 
put  new  fermenting  wine  into  old  and  decaying  bottles 
made  of  +  leather  or  of  ffcins,  (mwt)  which  endangers 
the  borfting  of  the  vcflels  and  tbe  loft  of  the  wine;  but, 
in  common  prudence*  people  life  to  put  new  wine  into 
new  and  ftrong  bottles,  that  both  may  be  preferred.  So 
religious  fadings  are  to  be  fimed  to  the  circumfhnccs 
of  things,  and  to  proper  fealons  and  occa  lions  for  them; 
or  elfc  youtofe  all  their  excellence  and  advantage,  and 
do  more  harm  than  good  by  them ;  And  days  of  mourn- 
ing  and  falling  would  be  as  difagreeable  to  the  prefent 
joyful  circumlhmces  of  my  difciples*  whilft  I  the  Bride* 
groom  am  with  them,  as  the  holy  liberty  and  fpiritual 
comforts  of  the  gofpd  are  to  the  fervilc  temper  and  tafte 
both  of  the  Pbarrfetj  and  of  John's  difciples. 

23  At  another  time*  as  our  Lord*  on  a  fabbtth-day, 
was  walking  in  a  path  that  lay  thro*  a  corn  field*  (fee  the 
note  on  Luke  vi.  i«)  his  difciples  were  with  him  ;  and 

being 

NOTES. 

plied  farts,  in  imitMion  (if  their  matter,  anti  Amis,  for  tarrt^  from  one  place  n> another; 
of  the  orfiom  of  (he  J'tar  jCvj,  and  rhe  IraCk*  of  iHoir  (Ayi  w&*  mad*  of 

t  Wn^ufcdtoUrpuTintovvni'Uoffiosic*  lather. 


it  Komanal- 
fo  ftwerh  a  pic« 
of  new  doth  on 
an  old  garment : 
elfe  the  new  piece 
that  Sited  it  np, 
taketh  A  way- from 
the  old,  and  the 
rent  ii  made 
woH>+ 

ii  And  no  man 
pututb  new  wine 
into  old  bottles, 
die  the  new  wine 
doth  fcurft  the 
bottles,  uirf  the 
wine  is  f pilled, 
and  the  bottle* 
will  be  marred; 
but  new  wine 
anuft  be  pm  into 
ucw  bottle*. 


*)  And  it  came 
to  paft,  that  he 
♦cm  through  the 
wn-lields  on  the 
Jihbaih-diy,  and 
his  diifciples  be- 

fi"1 


ch.  11; 

gto  as  tb ct  went 
to  pluck  the  can 
of  even. 
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being  hungry,  plucked  fame  of  the  ears,  and,  rubbing 
out  the  corn  with  their  hands,  began  to  eat  it  for  pre- 
fent  refrefluYienr. 


14  And  the 
Flurifers  frid  un¬ 
to  him,  Behold, 
why  do  they  on 
the  fabhatn-day 
that  which  it  not 
hwful? 

a  j  And  he  tM 
unto  thrmt  Have 
yc  never  read 
vhuc  David  did) 
when  he  had 
need)  and  oral  att- 
Jiuogrcd,  hfft  *®d 
they  that  wen 
with  him ? 

ad  How  he 
went  into  the 
hmifrof  Gad  to 
ihe  Jap  of  Abii- 
thar  the  high 
pr  left,  and  dtdM 
tl»c  Ihew-bncad , 
which  u  not  law¬ 
ful  to  ai,  but  for 
the  prtftto,  and 
give  alf'o  to  them 
which  we  with 
him  $ 


24  As  foon  as  the  fuperftiuous  and  captious  Phari* 
feet  obferved  tbi^  they  cavilled  with  Chiilt  about  it  as 
a  violation  of  the  faboath,  faying,  See  what  your  dif- 
ciples  are  doing :  Why  do  you,  who  pretend  to  preach 
holy  doftrines,  fuffer  them  to  take  fuch  a  linful  liberty  of 
profaning  the  fabbath -day  i  (See  the  note  on  Lukevu  2.) 

25  To  which  Jefus  replied,  How  can  yc  pretend  that 
this  is  a  breach  of  the  fabbath,  lince  hunger  mull  be  fat 
tisfied,  and  works  of  neceffity  are  allowed  to  take  place 
even  of  God's  own  -  appointment  of  ceremonial  rites 
relating  to  the  obfervation  of  his  law,  and  much  more 
of  your  human  traditions  about  them  ?  Have  ye  never 
read  what  David  and  his  company  did,  in  a  cafe  of  like 
neceffity  ? 

26  Do  not  ye  know  how  in  the  days  of  Ahiathar^ 
who  foon  after  was  high  prieft  t,  David  went  into  the 
tabernacle,  and  he,  together  with  his  company,  being 
hungry,  eat  of  the  fliew- bread,  which  in  common  cafes 
none  but  the  priefls  were  by  the  law  allowed  to  cat  i 
Why  then  do  ye  find  fault  with  my  dlfciplcs  for  fuch  a 
trifle  as  plucking  and  eating  a  few  ears  of  corn  to  fatisfy 
tbeir  hunger  on  the  fabbaih-tiay?  Surely  necefHty  makes 
this  as  lawful  as  that,  which  neither  God  nor  you  have 
ever  blamed. 


it  Andhefnit  27  And  as  this  inftance  fbews,  that  ceremonial  cir- 
imtft  them.  The  cumftances,  and  cfpecially  the  flrained  niceties  of  men 
fihbrth  wafraaefc  aiwut  them  mull  give  wav  to  neceflary  duties  of  mo* 
ram  for  the  tb-  ral  obligation :  80  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  a  great 
bath :  part  of  the  morality  of  the  fabbath  lay  in  its  being  made 

for  the  good  of  man ;  chiefly  for  the  fpiritual  benefit  of 
the  foul,  that  it  may  be  at  liberty  to  ferve  God  and  have 
holy  communion  with  him  ,  and  partly  for  the  relief 
of  the  body,  that  it  may  have  reit  from  the  fatiguing 
labour  of  the  week  :  And  it  is  plain,  that  as  man  was 
created  the  day  before  the  institution  of  the  fabbath,  he 
was  not  made  for  the  fabbath,  nor  could  be  bound  by 
its  law  to  abftain  from  what  is  neceffary  to  the  fupport 


NOTE.  • 

i  It  appear*  from  t  Sam*xx\r  6*  that  this  cvcirrd  as  done  in  hit  day?,  rather  than  In  A- 
wu  in  the  days  when  Atimritcby  the  father  timcl&b** :  AjuI  if  wc  only  admit  of  an  oafy 
of  Atiaiiwrt  was  hith-prkll :  But  as  Aina*  fuppoimon,  that  ChHft  here  fptahs  <rf  the 
dar  more  notified,  and  mom  remark-  days  in  which  that  more  famous  nun  was 
ably  concerned  in  Itairafs  affair*,  than  A -  well  known,  and  not  of  the  days  of  hU  hi*h- 
haatftcbi  as  appears  from  i  Sam,  xvii  xxiiL  priefthood,  it  Jcems  to  me  that  all  the  la* 
Wixti  aqd  a*  he,  &oo  after  this  be-  boo  red  critiims  arc  nccdJcf*  which  many 
came  high-pri*^  *«d  perhaps  at  ihjs  rcry  learned  men  bare  ufett  to  rack  thb  pa#i;p. 
time  afled  as  his  father1*  deputy  in  that  of-  and  reconcile  it  to  -the  hiflory* 

£ce  \  fc  14  qq  gnat  fop da  that  it  ftouU  he  Q_3 


Ch.  u. 
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*8  Therefore 
the  Sod  of  man  is 

i^ord  alfo  of  die 
iabbuh* 
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of  his  life. 

28  f  The  Mefliah  therefore  has  undoubtedly  a  divine 
right  to  order  what  he  thinks  for  the  good  of  man,  in 
fubfervience  to  the  great  deGgn  of  a  fabbath  ;  and  my 
difciples  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  ufmg  the  liberty  which 
I  gave  them  to  eat  a  little  com,  for  the  refreshment  of 
the  body,  and  fitting  it  for  the  holy  fervices  of  the  day. 
(See  the  note  on  Mat .  xii.  8.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  is  the  great  dclign  of  our  attendances  on  Chrift,  but  that  wt  may  honour 
him,  and  receive  a  bteffing  from  him;  that  he  may  fpeak  to  our  hearts,  and  give 
us  the  faith  vrtiich  approves  of  him  and  is  approved  of  by  him ;  and  that  he  may 
heal  all  our  difcafes,  and  forgive  our  fins?  His  divine  power  and  grace  for  thefe 
purpofes  are  worthy  <r  our  admiration  and  praife:  And  humble  fouls*  who  by 
faith  receive  him,  will  prize  and  honour  him,  to  their  own  felvation *  while 
proud  and  prejudiced  hearts  are  ever  objefHng  againft  him,  to  thrirown  perditinn* 
He  came  to  fave  the  chief  of  finners ;  and  will  rejedfc  none  that  fee  f betr  need  of 
him,  and  are  willing  to  be  laved  in  his  own  way.  And  oh  with  what  tvifdom  and 
tend*  rnefe  does  he  deal  with  his  difciples!  How  beautiful  are  his  appointments  of 
every  duty  in  its  feafon;  and  bow  indulging  is  bis  proportioning  our  duties  to  our 
circum fiances!  ffe  calls  his  followers  loimtime*  to  rejoice*  and  at  others  to  faft 
and  mourn;  his  prefence  fills  them  with  joy.  and  his  abfenct  with  grief :  Out  as 
their  day  is,  fo  their  ftreqgtb  {halt  be:  Lrt  his  word  be  our  rule,  and  bis  autho¬ 
rity  our  obligation,  in  obferring  fabbatfis,  and  in  al]  other  duties  of  the  Chriftian 
life:  and  let  his  grace  make  us  prize  his  fenrice,  and  encourage  us  in  it,  fioce  ail 
is  defined  for  pur  own  advantage, 

NOTE, 

f  By  the  $aa  0/  man  fame  here  uoderftand  t dcc  to  hhnfelf,  Thti  Is  a  fuffident  mfon 
min  in  ^general,  But  u  thU  wu  i  known  with  me,  why  \n  this  place  only  it  fbould 
character  of  theMriGah*  Dart*  vii*  13.;  fo  not  he  taken  ia  another  frnfe*  Bee  fPbiitys 
it  15  confbiuly  nfed,  and  that  aim  art  ninety*  note  on  Mdt.  xii.  t,  sod  Hnnunaafs  on 
time*,  by  oar  Lord,  with  1  peculiar  rtfer-  Afrtf.  adL  S, 


CHAP.  ni. 


Chrijl  beats  a  withered  bandt  and  many  liber  difeafer,  r, — 12.  Cbttfes 
twelve  apo/lies,  13,-21.  His  anfuier  to  the  blafphemout  cavils  of 
the  fa  ibes,  22,-30.  And  preferring  bis  difcipUs  to  hit  ntarefi  re * 
lations,  31,-35. 


T^,Tt 


AND  he  en¬ 
tered  again 
into  the  fyna  - 
gognt;  and  there 
trw  a  man  mere 
which  hid  a  wi¬ 
thered  hand. 

a  And  they 
watched  him  , 
whether  he  would 
heal  him  on  the 
ftbbtth-day,  that 
they  might  accafc 
jiiau 


Para  phrase. 

AUR  Lord  returning  to  Capernaum,  went  again, 
(chap,  i*  21,  and  ii,  1.)  according  to  his  ufual  cu- 
ftom,  into  th?  fymgogue  to  preach  on  the  fabbath  -day ; 
and  there  was  a  certain  man,  whofe  band  was  finew- 
fhrunt  and  wafted  to  Jkin  and  bone. 

2  Apd  the  Pbarifeet ,  fufpe&ing  that  the  melancholy 
circumftances  of  this  man  might  move  Chrift’s  com* 
paflion  toward  him,  had  their  eyes  upon  our  Lord,  to 
fee  whether  he  would  go  about  to  heal  him  though  it 
were  the  labbath-day  ;  that  if  he  (hould,  they  might 
accuft:  him  as  a  fabbath-breaker,  who  deferred  to  be  put 

to 


3  And  he  faith 
unto  the  man 
which  had  the 
withered  hand  , 
Stand  forth. 


4  And  he  £riih 
uma  them*  Is  it 
lawful  to  dn  gotd 
on  the  ftbbath- 
days,  or  to  do  0’ 
Yit  ?  to  fa ve  life* 
or  to  kill  ?  but 
they  held  their 
peace* 
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to  death. 

3  But  (ut)  Jefus  knowing  their  malicious  thoughts( 
and  deGgmng  to  vindicate  fuch  a  merciful. a&  from  the 
falfe  imputation  of  a  breach  of  the  fabbath  ;  ordered  the 
man  whole  band  was  lame,  to  come  forth  from  the 
company  and  Hand  before  him. 

4  And  turning  himfelftothe  PhariJees,  he  faid.  Fray 
anfwer  me  this  plain  queftion  :  Which  is  mol)  pleaGng 
to  God,  and  raoft  fuitable  to  the  deftgn  of  a  faboath  ?  to 
do  an  acl  of  neceflity  and  mercy  on  that  day,  or  to  ne¬ 
glect  it  when  opportunities  and  occaltons  offer  for  it'; 
to  prefcnrc  life  and  the  ufefulnds  of  it,  or  to  fuffer  a 
man  to  languifh  and  die  when  it  might  eaftly  be  pre¬ 
vented  ?  (See  the  note  on  Luke  vi.  p.)  And  they  were 
fo  confounded  with  the  quell  ion,  being  at  a  lofs  how  to 
anfwer  it  without  either  juflilying  him,  or  expoling 
themfelves  to  the  rage  of  the  people,  that  they  thought 
it  belt  to  make  no  reply  at  all. 

5  Then  having  call  his  eyes  about  and  looked  upon 
them,  with  holy  anger  in  his  countenance  at  their  per- 
verfe  and  unreafotuble  oppolition  to  him,  and  with 
grief  at  the  obflinate  blindnefs  of  their  minds  and  hard¬ 
ened  temper  of  their  hearts,  he,  in  their  hearing,  ap¬ 
plied  himfdf  to  the  cripple,  ordering  him  to  llretch 
forth  his  lame  hand  :  And  fuch  divine  power  a  trended 
the  word  of  command,  that  tbe  poor  wretch  was  in- 
ftantly  enabled  to  do  it;  and  his  withered  hand  became 
as  found,  and  plump,  and  well,  as  the  other. 

6  Upon  this  the  Pbarifees ,  being  baffled,  and  vexed 
to  think  what  credit  he  gained  among  the  people  in 
fpite  of  all  their  attempts  to  defame  him,  went  and 

ok  coub&I  wiifi  confulted  with  fomc  of  the  Heradian  feci,  what  pretence 
they  might  make,  and  what  mcaiiires  they  might  concert 
m  with  the  greateft  fafety  and  fucccfs,  for  putting  him  to 
death. 

7  But  Jefus,  knowing  their  wicked  defign,  and  that 
tbe  time  for  re  fig  n  in  g  his  life  was,  not  come,  left  the 
city,  and  went  with  his  difciples  to  the  fhore  of  the  fca 
of  Galilee  + ;  And  the  common  people  had  fo  high  an 
efteem  of  him,  that  having  learnt  whither  he  was  gone, 
vail  numbers  flocked  after  him  from  the  countries  of  Ga¬ 
lilee  and  of  Judea. 

8  And  great  multitudes  went  to  him  from  the  city  of 
Jerufalem,  and  even  from  fo  far  as  Idumea  and  the  regi*. 
ons  beyond  Jordan*  and  froirj  the  coafts  of  Tyre  and 

S  i  dm  i 

N  Q  T  F.. 

f  From  this  lake  or  fea,  which  wa*  about  eight  league*  in  length  and  Dvr  in  breadth, 
GtEltt  lay  toward  the  north ;  Judea,  JeruJekm,  and  Idumea,  toward  the  fuuih ;  the  pitts, 
beyond  Jsrdtm,  toward  the  eafl ;  and  Tyre  and  Sides,  toward  the  north  welt. 


S  And  when 
ke  hut  looked 
round  about  on 
them  with  anger, 
being  grieved  for 
tbe  nardntfr  of 
their  heart  i,  he 
Liih  unto  the 
man  ,  Strr.ch 
forth  tblnclund. 
And  he  Wretched 
if  om;  and  hit 
hand  ru  reftored 
whole  as  the  9" 
thetv 

6  Andthe  Pha- 
rifen  wait  tbnh* 
and  flraiahtway 
took  cotinul  with 
the 

him*  how 
they  might  de¬ 
fray  him, 

7  But  Jehu 
withdrew  hLmfelf 
with  his  difeiptes 
to  the  fen  J  afid 
a  great  multitude 
from  Galilee  fol¬ 
lowed  him ,  and 

from  Jadc*» 

9  And  from 
Jerusalem  *  and 
bora  Idumea,  and 
from  beyond  Jor¬ 
dan  ^  and  they  a- 
bnui  Tyte  and 
iii* 
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Sidnn »  a 
tali  kit  ode,  wlua 
they  had  heard 
what  great  things 
he  did,  came  un¬ 
to  him. 

p  Andhefpafcfl 
to  hi*  difdpk*, 
that  a  fmiil  Ihip 
Iboold  vat  od 
Ifiw  i  bccroTc  of 
ibe  muliitude , 
kA  they  fltouid 
throng  him, 
to  For  he  hid 
healed  amy\  in* 
fotnoch  ihut  they 
prefled  upoo  him 
for  to  touch  him, 
t*  many  &&  had 

pljguct- 

t  *  And  un¬ 
clean  fpiriu  f 
when  they  ik# 
him,  fell  dowu 

before  him,  and 

cried  t  ftying  * 
Thou  art  the  Son 
of  God, 

tx  And  he 
flraitly  charged 
them,  that  they 
flumld  do t  make 
him  know  iv 


a  3  Andhegoeth 
up  into  a  motin* 
tain,  and  cailcth 
Untq  him  vrhoip 
he  would ;  and 
they  came  unto 
him. 


14  v\ad  he 
ordained  tydve, 
that  they  ihould 
he  with  him,  and 
that,  he  .might 
fend  them  forth 
to  preach  ; 

1  $  And  to  have 
power  to  heA 
hcktiefcf,  and  to 
oft  out  deviU* 

id  And  Simon 
he  frowned  Per 

ter. 
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Sidon ;  being  induced  to  it  by  the  fame  of  bis  great  mi¬ 
racles,  which  was  fpread  among  them. 

9  And  at  length,  the  thioog  increasing,  be  ordered 
his  difciples  to  provide  him  a  boat,  that  be  might  have 
the  convenience  of  going  into  it,  and  of  putting  off  a 
little  way  from  the  fliore  j  and  lo  might  preach  to  the 
people,  without  danger  of  being  prelTcd  and  incommo¬ 
ded  by  the  crowd. 

10  For,  Cnee  he  had  been  at  this  place,  be  had 
cured  fu  many  of  their  difeafes,  that  all  who  had  any 
di  (tempers  made  up  to  him  as  well  as  they  could. of 
themfdves,  or  by  the  aJEftance  of  their  friends,  every 
one  trying  to  get  near  enough  to  touch  fome  part  of  his 
body  or  clothes,  that  they  alfo  might  be  healed,  as  they 
believed  they  Ihould  if  they  could  but  touch  him. 

1 1  And  fucb  as  were  pofleffed  by  evil  fpirits,  as  foon 
as  they  faw  him,  proft rated  themfeives  before  him  j  and 
rhe  devils  were  forced  to  confeft  that  he  was  a  divine 
Perlbn,  and  the  true  Mefliah,  faying,  Thou  art  the  Son 
of  God,  before  whom  we  are  not  able  to  Hand. 

12  But  that  there  might  notbe  the  lead  appearance 
as  if  Jefus  a&ed  in  confederacy  with  Satan  according  to 
the  malicious  fuggeltion  of  his  enemies,  (vet.  22.)  he 
charged  the  evil  fpirits  to  be  filent,  and  not  fay  what 
they  knew  concerning  him :  And  that  he  might  not  (o 
much  as  feem  to  affe&  the  applaufe  of  men,  he  ordered 
thole  whom  he  bad  healed  not  to  divulge  what  he  had 
done  for  them  t  his  works,  which  were  wrought  before 
many  wimefles,  friends  and  enemies,  being  fufficient 
tq  fpeal  for  themfeives. 

1 3  After  this,  Jefus  went  up  an  high  hill,  where  he 
{pent  a  whole  night  in  prayer  by  hitnfelf ;  and  in  the 
morning,  (Luit  vi.  12,  13.  fee  the  notes  there,)  be,  like 
the  fovereign  ford  and  difpofer  of  his  own  -gifts,  called 
from  among  his  profefled  difciples  fuch  as  he  plea&d, 
and  they  drew  near  to  him.- 

14  And  he  appointed  twelve  of  them  to  be  the  con- 
flam  attendants  of  h  is  perfon  and  fervice  j  to  be  wirnefles 
of  his  do&rine,  life  and  miracles ;  and  to  go  forth  with 
commiflion,  as  his  apoliles,  to  preach  the  gofptl. 

1 5  And,'  for  the  confirmation  of  its  doftrine,  and  of 
their  commiflion  tp  preach  it,  he  in  veiled  them  with 
miraculous  powers,  that  by  his  authority,  and  by  virtue 
derived  from  him,  they  might  heal  all  manner  of  dif- 
eafes,  and  call  out  devils,  wherever  rhey  fh.ould  go. 

16, - 19.  Now  the  names  of  the  twelve,  whom  he 

chofe  to  be  his  apoliles,  and  conferred  thefe  powers 
upon,  were :  Firft,  Simon ;  to  whom  he.  added  the  name 


ch.  iiu 

ij  And  James 
ibi  jb*  of  Zcbe- 
dce,  and  Jobs  the 
brother  of  James, 
(,tnd  he  friretncd 
them  0oano~gtsr 
vhich  Ut  The 
fons  of  thunder,) 

18  And  An¬ 
drew,  and  Philip, 
and  BanfioLo  * 
nxw,  and  Mat¬ 
thew,  and  Tho- 
nus,  and  James 
/fr  J6*  of  Alphe- 
r\$t  and  Thadde- 
tutand  Simon  the 

OmiQtirf 

19  And  Jiufas 
Ifariot,*!^  ah* 
fo  betrayed  him : 
and  they  went 
into  an  houfe. 

And  the 
m  oh  itude  cumerh 
to^ulicra£4iat  fo 
ilut  they  Could 
not  fo  much  as 
eat  brad. 


ix  And  when 
h\s  friends  heard 
ef  u,  they  wtm 
out  to  Uy  hold 
on  him  i  for  they 
Jjid*  He  itbcDdc 
bimfcLf*  ' 

*%  And  the 
ftrihn  which 
came  down  from 
JetnAJem,  Aid, 
He  bath  Bcdii* 
icbub,  and  by  tbc 
prince  of  tbc  de¬ 
vils  ttltclh  he  out 
devils, 

a  3  Andhe  oil¬ 
ed  them  ontohim^ 
and  Aid  unto 
them  in  pznbles. 
How  Citti  Satan 
eafl  out  Satan  ? 
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of  Pete r.  Secondly  James-,  thirdly,  John  Tita  bro¬ 
ther}  both  being  the  Ions  of  Zcbcdeei  to  whom  Chrilt 
gave  the  tume  of  t  Boanerges^  which,  in  the  Jewijb 
language^  fignifies  Sons  of  thunder.  Fourthly,  Andrew* 
Fifthly,  Philip  of  BetkfaiJa.  Sixthly,  Bartholomew. 
Seventhly,  Matthew  \  who  was  likewife  called  Levtt 
and  had  been  a  publican.  Eighthly,  Thomas^  lirnamed 
Didymus.  Ninthly,  Another  James  ;  who  was  the  foh 
of  Alpheus,  and  was  called  James  the  tefs.  Tenthly, 
Tbaddesis  1  who  was  alfo  called  Lebbcut  and  Jude,  au*l 
was  the  brother  of  James.  Eleventhly,  Simon  the  Cd- 
naanite,  who  was  alfo  called  Zelotes.  And  twelfthly, 
Judas  Ifcariot,  who  proved  an  infamous  traitor  to  his 
Lord.  (See  the  notes  on  Mat.  x.  3,  4.)  And  alt  theJe 
went  with  Jefus  $  into  an  houfe  to  attend  him,  and  to* 
receive  inftru&jons  from  him'  in  order  to  their  being  fit¬ 
ted  for  the  apoftlefhip. 

30  And  as  foon  as  the  common  people  underflood 
that  he  was  there  with  his  di Triples,  they  gathered  to¬ 
gether  again,  and  came  thither  with  earned  defires  to 
hear  and  Tee  more  of  him,  fb  that  he  and  the  twelve 
could  hardly  find  time  to  eat  enough  for  their  neceflary 
rcfrefhment. 

21  Then  his  relations  and  friends,  hearing  how  the 
people  crowded  fo  fafl  about  him,  came  with  great  hurry 
and  concern  to  get  him  away  from  them  :  Fof  they  laid 
one  to  another.  His  zeal  furely  tranfports  him  too  far, 
and  he  will  $  faint  thro1  excefiive  fatigue,  and  for  want 
of  fpirits  and  of  due  refrefhment. 

22  At  another  time,  when  by  his  divine  authority  lie 
commanded  deliverance  to  one  who  was  po  He  fled  with 
a  devil,  (Mat,  xii,  22,  24.)  fome  Pharifees  and  do&ois 
of  the  law,  who  came  thither  from  Jemfalcm,  malic  I*- 
oufly  reproached  him,  faying.  That  he  himfclf  waspof- 
feffed  and  a  tied  by  Beelzebub ;  and  that,  by  the  power 
and  authority  of  this  chief  of  the  devils,  he  forced  them 
out  of  perfons,  whenever  he  difpofleffed  them. 

23  Upon  which  he  defired  thefe  revilers  to  draw  near ; 
and,  to  confute  their  malicious  fuggefiton  hy  fimilitudrs, 
faid,  How  prepofterous  and  felf-contradi&ious  is  itto  fup* 
pofe  that  One  devil  would  difpoflefs  others,  and  fo  deilroy 
their  own  intereft ! 


24 

N  O  T  £  S. 

j  They  we  probably  fo  called,  CO  denote  be  looked  upon  as  his  domeftits;  and  pr^ 
rhrir  remarkable  warmth  and  val*  and  the  bahly  now  it  was  that  he  ordered  J»d:s  to 
ferveot  manner  of  tl*cir  preaching.  take  the  bag  into  hu  cuftody  for  t*iv  ole  uX 

the  family. 

i  This  ktms  to  have  been  the  hrmfc  at  $  iignifies  ooc  that  fair.es,  and  our 
Capernaum  where  Chnfl  dwelt.  Mat*  5v,  sj. ;  trimfpoitcd  to  ckci^,  1;  vicU  oire  that 
from  this  time  forward,  the  twelve  may  bclidc  blmfcjf. 


2$1 

14  And  if  * 
kingdom  he  di- 
vidrd  Again  (V  k- 
i%ifTrhAtkii)gd^m 
cannot  fowl* 

i;  And  tf  4 
bonfb  be  divid¬ 
ed  Again  ft  itftlf, 
that  HoufrcaiirKK 

food* 

»tf  And  if  Sa¬ 
tan  rite  up  again  ft 
himfclT,  and  be 
divided,  he  can¬ 
not  fluid,  bm 
bath  in  end. 


if  No  man 
•an  enter  into 
a  ft  l  ong  mWs 
hvufef  and  fpotl 
hu  goods,  ex  * 
crpt  Tie  fir  ft  bind 
Hie  ftrong  man  1 
and  then  he  will 
fpoil  hishoufc. 


ik  Verily  I  fay 
UMoyou,  Ajhms 
/halt  be  forgiven 
unto  the  ions  c-f 
men,  andblafphe- 
jnictj  wherevith 
feever  they  ft  all 
blafphcme : 

19  lint  hethat 
fhallbbfpbrinta* 

jainft  the  Holy 
f'iiofl,  hath  ne¬ 
ver  forgivenefs* 
but  it  ia  danger 
of  eternal  dam  Hai¬ 
tian  : 


jo  TJcrnw  eil-ey 
fcdd, 
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24  If  any  nation  or  kingdom  is  divided  into  fac- 
tions,  and  fights  againft  itfelf,  fiich  a  civil  var  in  its'own 
bowels  mull  neceffarily  bring  it  into  oonfufion  and  de* 
folation. 

25  And  if  any  family  is  divided  into  parties  which 
oppofe  and  endeavour  to  turn  one  another  out  of  doors, 
it  is  impofible  that  fuch  a  family  fhould  long  fubfift. 

26  And  thus  it  muft  be  with  rcfpe&  to  the  devil's 
kingdom  and  family,  if  what  ye  fuggeft  were  true :  For 
if  one  devil  fets  htmfelf  to  difpofleu  others,  and  that  for 
the  confirmation  of  doctrines  which  like  mine  are  di¬ 
rectly  contrary  to  their  own  defigns,  it  is  impofliblc 
their  intereli  fltould  maintain  its  ground  •>  they  are  too 
great  politicians  not  to  know  this;  and  therefore  ye  may 
be  fure  that  they  would  never  afi  in  concert  after  fucb 
a  manner,  to  ruin  the  common  caufe  which  they  are  all 
engaged  in. 

27  Again,  If  a  ftrong  man  has  got  pofieflton  of  an 
houfe,  tt  muft  he  owned  that  no  other  can  forcibly  break 
into  it  and  take  away  his  goods;  unlefs,  by  a  fnperior 
power,  he  firft  overcome  and  bind  him,  or  fome  way  de¬ 
feat  his  refiftance ;  then  indeed,  and  not  till  then,  he 
will  eaGJy  carry  off  his  goods:  It  is  therefore  a  plain  cafe, 
.that  fo  powerful  a  being  as  Satan  is  would  never  in  any 
inflance  quit  poffcflion  at  my  command,  who  am  come 
to  deftroy  his  work,  and  to  deliver  wretched  creatures 
out  of  hts  hands  j  unlefc  he  were  forced  to  it,  by  my  ir- 
lefillible  power  over  him. 

28  1  afl’ttredly  tell  you,  by  way  of  caution  agamft  the 
greateft  crime  that  can  be  committed,  and  ye  are  running 
into,  That  all  other  fins  and  blafphemies,  of  what  nature 
or  kind  foever,  which  any  man  can  be  guilty  of,  are 
within  the  reach  of  pardoning  grace,  and  fhall  be  for¬ 
given  to  him  that  believes  in  me, 

29  But,  as  wbat  I  have  now  done  is  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  ;  and  as  the  Iaft  and  highell  difpenfation  of  mercy 
is  approaching,  in  which  the  miraculous  illuminations 
and  powers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  for  the  confirmation  of 
the  gofpcl  will  appear  with  ftill  more  evident  demon- 
ftration ;  whofoever  (hall  continue  to  be  fo  obllinate  and 
fpiteful  then,  as  to  aferibe  his  wonderful  and  divine  0- 
perations  to  the  devil,  (hall  never  be  capable  of  forgive¬ 
ness;  but  (hall  be  expofed  to  everlafting  deftruttion 
without  remedy,  fince  no  other  means  of  conviftion  and 
recovery  (hall  ever  be  aflbrdcd  him,  (See  the  note  on 
Mat ,  xii.  31.) 

30  The  realon  of  his  (peaking  in  this  awful  manner 
was,  becaufe  the  feribes  and  Pharifees  (ver.  22-)  had 

mali- 


Ch.  i'u. 

Aid,  He  hath  an 
undeia  Jparit, 


31  Tb«  came 
then  hi*  bmhrca 
and  hti  mother; 
and  t  ftajirling 
without,  fcm  uu- 
to  bim,  calling 
Mm* 


31  And  Ute 
multitude  fat  a- 
bont  him,  and 
they  Aid  .unto 
hi  to,  Behold*  thy 
mother  and  thy 
brethren  without 
ftdc  for  thee* 

33  And  he  an* 
fwerrd  them,  Ay* 
Lig*  Who  i*  my 
mother,  or  my 
brethren  ? 

34  And  he 
looked  round  a* 
bout  on  them 
which  At  about 
him,  and  Aid, 
Bdbold  my  mo¬ 
ther  and  tuy  bre¬ 
thren; 


35  For  tvhofo- 
ever  Diall  do  the 
will  of  God,  the 
Amt  b  my  bro¬ 
ther,  and  my  li¬ 
fter*  and  mother. 
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malicioufly  and  blafphcmoufly  repnefented  him  as  pof- 
feffed  by  Beelztbub  $  and  had  affirmed,  that  vbat  lie  did 
by  the  Spirit  of  Cod,  in  calling  out  devils,  was  done  by 
the  power  of  their  chief. 

31  But  to  return  to  what  was  hinted  (ver.  20,  21.); 
’White  Jcfus  was  preaching  to  the  multitude  round  about 
him*  Mary  his  mother*  and  fome  ol  his  other  nearett 
kindred*  (fee  the  note  on  Mat.  xii.  4 6.)  fearing  left  he 
fiioutd  over -fp  end  himfeJf,  and  not  being  able  to  get 
near  becaufe  of  the  crowd,  deiired  fome  of  the  company 
to  let  him  know  that  they  wanted  to  fpeak  with  him. 

32  Accordingly  one  and  another  of  the  people  that 
fat  near  faid  to  him*  Obferve  how  your  mother  and  bre¬ 
thren  call  to  you*  who*  not  being  able  to  get  thro'  the 
crowd;  wait  without  to  fpeak  with  you. 

33  But  he  replied  to  them  that  told  him  of  this, 
What  concern  have  I  with  my  kindred  according  to  the 
flefh,  whilft  I  am  about  my  Father's  bufinefs?  And 
who  do  ye  think  1  efteem  as  my  ncareft  and  deareil  rela¬ 
tions*  even  as  my  mother  and  my  brethren? 

34  No  looner  had  he  fpoke  thefe  words*  but  turning 
to  his  difciples*  who  fat  about  him,  and  looking  and 
pointing  to  them*  be  faid*  Behold,  thefe  are  they  whom 
I  have  taken  into  the  neareft  relation  to  myfeLf,  whom 
I  as  affectionately  love  as  if  they  were  my  natural  mo¬ 
ther  and  brethren  according  to  the  fkfh,  and  whole  e- 
ternal  welfare  lies  fo  near  my  heart*  that  no  confedera¬ 
tion  of  earthly  kindred  can  make  me  dcGft  from  doing 
what  is  neccfiary  to  promote  it  +. 

3  5  For  whoever  he  be  that  (hail  heartily  believe  and 
pra&ife  the,  will  of  God  as  revealed  in  his  word,  and  as 
particularly  relating  to  me*  be  is  the  perfon  whom  I  ac¬ 
count  my  deareft  relation  in  a  fpi ritual  fenfe*  and  will 
treat  with  all  the  aftefiion  and  regard  that  ate  due  to  a 
brother*  a  filter,  and  a  mother. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Sabbaths  are  to  be  £a  notified  by  afta  of  piety  and  mercy;  and  how  remarkably 
exemplary  was  our  bleflicd  Lord  for  botn  thefe!  How  juftly  did  the  people  ad¬ 
mire  and  crowd  about  him ;  and  how  many  are  the  blefCop*  be  came  to  befiow  ; 
and  yet  how  great  was  the  envy -and  malice  of  his  obflmatc  enemies  apamft  him ! 
He  nevertbekfs  was  tenderly  touched  at  the  hard  nets  of  their  hearts;  and,  to  radl 
them,  proclaimed  the  riches  of  divine  forgi vends  for  the  worlt  of  tins,  excepting 
that  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft:  And  how  foleuiniy  did  he  warn  his  molt  wilful  ;irnl 
inveterate  enemies  to  take  heed  of  this  (in,  that  they  might  not  entail  unavoidable 
damnation  upon  thcmfclves!  His  intcrelto  and  ddigns  arc  directly  oppotite  to  (tie 

ting- 

N  O  T  E. 

f  Chrift,  to  this  preference  of  hi*  truedif-  them,  but  firms  designedly  to  guard  ag..iwil 
tiplcs  to  the  virgin  Mary  confidered  merely  the  exceOivo  and  hlnlitrcnis  honour'-  which 
as  hit  mother  according  to  the  flelh,  not  on-  he  ftrefa*  the  PafiJ!*  in  after  would  pay 
Jy  Ibcvs  hit  high  ana  tender  a  deft  ion  to  to  her. 
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kingdom  oF  dartncfs,  u  devil*  kaow;  whatever  Ibqw,  under  their  malignant  in. 
fluence.  mar  Mafphemoully  faggeft  to  the  contrary :  And  therefore  he  hath  grants 
ed  commiffions  to  man;  fervant*  topubKft  hit  holy  gofpel ;  and  ha*  given  11$  the 
ftrongeft  aflurances,  that  he  will  moft  aflfe&ionately  embrace  and  treatallthofe  as 
his  dcarep  relatives,  who  ihall  believe  in  him  through  their  word.  May  this  Sa¬ 
viour  be  ours  i  an-l  may  we  never  rejed  him  through  unbelief  ! 


CHAP.  IV. 

The  parable  qf  the  fewer,  ly — 9.  ht  explication,  10, — 20.  Its  ap¬ 
plication,  2i) — 25.  The  parable  of  the  cam  which  grows  infinfibly , 
2  6t — 29.  The  parable  of  the  gram  of  muflard- feed,  with  a  general 
account  of  drifts  parables ,  30, — 34.  His  laying  a  format  fix, 
35r~ 4»* 

Text.  Paraph  e  asb. 

A Fter  thc  foreg°*nE  difeourfe,  Jefus  returned  again 
fa>chby  ihe  fa-  to  the  (hore  of  the  lisa  of  GakUe,  that  the  multi- 
and  there  tude  might  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing;  According¬ 
ly  fucb  vaft  numbers  th  range  a  after  him,  that  for  the 
convenience  of  being  heard)  and  of  freeing  hjmfelf  from 
the  preflings  of  the  crowd)  he  got  into  a  boat;  m  which 
he  fat  down,  according  to  the  ufual  cuftom  of  the  Jew- 
ijh  doctors,  to  preach  another  German,  while  the  people 
flood  as  auditors  on  the  laad. 

2  And,  in  this  difeourfe,  he  went  into  a  very  femi- 
them  manything*  liar  and  inftm&ive  way  of  teaching  them  many  impor- 


(each 
Jidc 

*as  fathered  un¬ 
to  him  a  grw 
imilriuide,  in  that 
he  entered  urto  a 
Oiip,  and  Ctt  in 
(he  fra;  and  the 
whole  multitude 
Wit  by  the  (a, 
on  the  iand* 

%  Aod  he  taught 


by  parables  \  and 
Jaid  unto  them  in 
hb  doAriue, 


^  Hearken;  Be¬ 
hold,  there  went 
nut  a  foucr  to 
(ow  i 


4  And  it  tame 
to  pfs  u  he  low¬ 
ed,  fome  fdi  by 
the  way- tide,  and 
the  fowl*  of  the 
ttr  came  aod  de¬ 
voured  k  up. 


$  And 
fell  on 

J  pound,  where  it 
ud  uoi  much 
earth  ;  and  imme- 
diiltJy 


rant  do&rines,  by  companions  taken  from  earthly 
things  which  they  themfelves  *  were  well  acquainted 
with  :  Accordingly  he  began  to  .represent  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpel,  and  its  different  effects  upon  various  forts 
of  perfons,  in  the  following  manner.  (See  the  note  on 
Mat.  xiii.  3.) 

3  Attend  to  what  I  fay,  and  ohferve  it  as  a  matter  of 
the  great  eft  confequence:  **  A  certain  buJbandman  went 
into  hts  held  to  fow  his  corn  Thereby  intimating 
that  he  was  come  by  hts  peifon  and  miniury,  and  the 
miniftry  of  his  fervants,  to  (pread  abroad  the  gofpel  of 
the  kingdom  among  the  people, 

4  “  And  it  happened,  that,  as  the  bufbandman  was 
fowing  his  corn,  fome  of  the  grains  fell  upon  a  common 
beaten  path  in  the  held,  where,  lying  on  the  furfaceof 
the  ground,  without  any  earth  to  cover  it,  the  birds 
came  and  eat  it  up So  the  gofpel  is  preached  to  Come 
heedlefl  hearers,  who  never  lerioufly  con  Oder  or  relied 
on  what  they  hear;  and  the  devil  foon  juftlcs  it  out  of 
their  thoughts. 

5,  6.  **  Another  part  of  the  feed  was  caft  upon  a 
ftony  foil,  which  had  hut  a  thin  covering  of  earth;  and 
there  it  quickly  began  to  fprout;  hut  no  fooner  did  the 

fun 
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dlitrfr  St  &na»  fun  ihine  with  its  fcorching  beams,  which  were  flrong- 
Jy  reflected  from  the  bed  of  ftone  juft  under  Death,  than 
6  Kw  when  the  it  withered  away,  having  no  root  fufficient  to  keep  it 
fan  wa»  op,kwi»  alive."— ‘So  there  are  other  bearers,  who  do  indeed  at- 
aSiHt  juDi  ^  a©  ten<^ 10  the  word*  and  arc  affefied  with  it,  and,  under 
root,  ft  withered  prefent  impre  Atom,  have  fome  good  defircs  and  refolu* 
**W-  cions  ahfwerabtc  to  it :  But  this  goes  no  deeper  than  a 

foperficial  touch  upon  their  paffions ;  and  when  the  heat 
of  temptation  and  periecution  for  righteoufoefe-fake 
heats  upon  them,  their  ilony  hearts  give  fuch  force  to 
thofe  trials,  that  they  cannot  ft  and  againft  their  terrors* 
and,  for  want  of  a  rooted  principle  of  grace  in  the  foul, 
all  the  promifing  appearances  foon  come  to  nothing. 
t  Aod  feme  y  “  There  was  likewife  fome  of  this  feed  which  foil 
and  "S*  thwal  m  a  pi®6®  pou^d  all  over-run  with  young  hriers  and 
grew  up,  and  thorns*  and  thefe,  out-growing  the  com,  fraotbered 
ctwknl  it,  nd  it  and  deftroyed  it,  fo  that  it  never  brought  forth  fruit  to 
yi<Ucd  frw*.  any  pcrfr&ion.” — In  like  manner  there  are  others,  who 
hear  the  word  with  great  attention,  and  feem  to  make 
fome  progrefs  in  their  notions  and  profeffion  of  the  go- 
fpei  *  but  their  hearts  are  fo  over-charged  with  the  hur¬ 
ries,  cares,  riches,  and  pleafures  of  this  worjd,  that  all 
thefe  hopeful  beginnings  are  ftifled  in  the  birth,  and  ne¬ 
ver  produce  any  holy  effects  to  the  glory  of  God  and 
their  own  (alvation. 


t  And  other 
fcU  «it  good 
pound,  and  did 

yield  fmh  that 
Jprmnf  op  Mod 
locreaud  ,  ind 
brought  forth 
iwne  thirty,  *od 
fora*  fitly,  wd 
ibMiahuodroii 


8  M  LafUy,  another  part  of  the  feed  was  fown  in  a 
good  foil  j  where  it  took  root,  fpnmg,  and  grew  up 
regularly,  and  brought  forth  corn  with  a  fine  increafe, 
from  thirty  to  an  hundred  fold.” — So  there  are  other 
hearers,'  whofe  beans  are  fitted  and  inclined,  by  divine 
grace,  to  mix  the  word  with  faith,  and  to  receive  the 
truth  in  the  love  of  it*  who  underftand,  confider,  and  be¬ 
lieve  what  they  hear,  and  that  with  a  reference  to  them- 
fclves*  and  Who,  yielding  the  obedience  of  faith,  bring 
forth*  fruits  of  righteoufoefs,  more  or  lefs,  all  the  days 
of  their  lives. 


p  And  he  bid  9  And,  to  intimate  the  great  importance  of  thefe 

**  things,  Jefus  added  in  the  clofe,  Whoever  he  he  that 
har,ltthifflSar°.  *s  capable  of  hearing  and  defirous  of  inftiuOion,  let  him 
ferioufly  weigh  and  Jay  to  heart  what  I  have  been  faying, 
to  Aad  «two  to  Our  Lord  having  delivered  this  parable  without 
!kn**wee|it»w  any  ^pl3081*011 »  35  f®°n  as  th®  people  were  difmifled, 
bUtf.^wlrb  the  and  die  twelve  apofUes  with  fome  others  of  his  difciplcs 
t«dve,  tlfccd  of  were  with  him  alone,  they  intreated  him  to  interpret  it 
him  ti*  piabk,  w  t],cin-  foeming,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fhewfomefur- 
prife  and  concern  that  the  multitude  were  lelt  in  the 
dark  about  it,  (Mat.  xiii.  to.) 

i-l  And  in  reply,  he  fold  to. them,  God,  in  the  wife 

ami 


1 1  AM  he  Aid 
tun?  tbemi  Unco 
jon 
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vrai  it  U  to 

know  ihc  my  fie¬ 
ry  of  the  kin|r* 
d<Hn  of  God  •  but 
Unto  them  that 
are  without}  alt 
tbift  things  arc 
dew  in  parables ; 


u  That  feeing 
they-mayfee,  anil 
not  perceive,  and 
hearing  they  may 
hear,  and  not  on- 
Jcrdtnd;  Idl  at 
any  time  they 
fhould  be  convtrt- 
n}t  and  their  fins 
fiioiild  f>e  forgi¬ 
ven  them. 


13  And  he  find 
unto  them.  Know 
ye  not  this  para- 
ole  ?  and  how 
then  will  ye  know 
all  parables? 


r*  The  few 
foft  CLh  the  word. 


*  tj  And  theft 
arc  they  by  the 
way- fide,  where 
the  word  hiowrij 
but  when  they 
hare 
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and  holy  difpenCmous  of  his  grace,  has  given,  and  will 
further  give,  a  plain  difcovery  of  the  great  truths  of  the 
gofpei  to  you,  whom,  in  his  fovereign  pleafure,  he  has 
made  his  peculiar  favourites :  But  as  to  tbofe,  who,  by 
their  obftinate  impenitence  and  unbelief,  exclude  them* 
feives,  like  heathens  f,  from  the  bleffings  cf  my  king' 
dom ;  and  do  not  fo  much  as  defire  my  inftrufUons,  but 
wilfully  (hut  their  eyes  agajnft  what  light  they  have,  and 
thereby  forfeit  further  vouchiafements  ;  I  deliver  myfclf 
to  them  only  in  parables ; 

12  That,  according  to  an  ancient  prophecy,  {Ifa. 
vi,  9,  iq.)  which  b  fulfilled  in  them,  they  feeing  my 
undoubted  miracles,  may  not,  through  their  own  wil¬ 
ful  blindnefs  of  mind,  be  convinced  by  them;  and  that, 
hearing  my  fpiritual  and  heavenly  do&rine,  they,  under 
the  power  of  their  own  in  vetenue  prejudices,  may  not 
inquire  after  its  true  meaning,  nor  embrace  it;  being 
righteoufly  given  upro  the  chofen  infidelity  and  obftinacy 
of  their  own  hearts,  that  they  may  never  be  enlightened 
to  their  converiion,  nor  obtain  remilBon  of  fins  to  their 
falvation. 

13  Having  thus  accounted  for  the  reafon  of  his  treat* 
ing  his  own  difciples  with  more  peculiar  favour  than  o- 
thers,  he  faid,  by  way  of  gentle  reproof  to  them  for  the 
dulnefs  of  their  apprehenfton.  What !  are  ye  at  a  lofs  a* 
bout  the  meaning  of  fo  plain  a  fimilitude  as  this,  which 
r'eprefents  things  that  ye  are  already  acquainted  with  ? 
How  then  will  ye  he  able  to  underffand  and  receive  o- 
ther  parables,  which  I  Ihall  deliver,  to  reprefent  things 
that  ye  have  at  prefent  no  notions  of  J  ? 

14  Then  he  particularly  explained  to  them  the  para¬ 
ble  of  the  fower  after  this  manner,  faying,  By  the  feed 
was  meant  the  word  of  God  ;  the  hufbandman,  who 
fowed  itjfic  nified  the  preacher  of  it ;  and  the  ground,  on 
which  the  feed  fell,  reprefented  the  hearers  of  the  word. 

1 5  $  The  common  beaten  path,  where  there  was  no 
earth  to  cover  the  feed,  fignified  fuch  cardefs  hearers  of 
the  gofpei  as  do  not  regard  or  retain  it ;  but,  thro*  the 

hard¬ 


s'  O  T  li  S. 

i  Here  frtmsio  be  an  allufion  to  ihe^cro  their  own  ntiion  would  render  very  obTcurc 
way  of  (peaking  concerning  the  Heathens,  as  and  difficult  for  them  10  take  in. 

01  ijs?*  thft  who  oviv  wAan/  /  and  to  inti-  \ 

mate*  that,  for  thtHr  infidelity,  they  iiwuld  5  As,  *n  common  language,  Ibmrtimet 
caft  out  of  Chrifl  s  kingdom.  Lxki  xiiL  fted,  and  at  others  the  ground  in  which  it 

is  calk,  is  fiiid  to  be  fowp  ;  So  in  this  inier- 
t  thrift  may  herein  refer  to  fiich  parables  prriation  of  the  pantile  we  are  to  DDdtrfbnd 
w  tejate  In  the  more  fpirlimt  r»4  fuidime  it  vciih  relation  it*  the  dillci\3it  forth  of  ground 
doctrines  of  the  gufpd,  that  depended  «ti  hh  ni>  which  the  fml  is  firwn,  fincc  It 
dciih  and  KiWflion,  snd  fo  thtfrsftin^olT  cd  to  reprefefif  diifcrent  tbits  of  hearers*  ami 
of  the  7c?«.c  and  the  calling  of  rhe  Grukirt^  the  different  entertain  incut  they  ght  to  one 
the  di  j*i.jnjices  ;u  favour  of  and  the  Jamt- preaching  of  the  gufpd, 


Ch.H'. 

haw  bcant,  Situ* 
cometh  immedi¬ 
ately*  and  Utah 
away  the  word 
that  wu  fowa  in 
their  heart*. 

id  And  thefc 
ait  they  likewMc 
whieh  act  fim 
on  ftony  ground; 
who,  when  they 
have  heard  the 
word,  i  mmcduic- 
lv  recare  It  with 
gWncfi; 

if  And  have 
no  root  in  then- 
fdvcj,  and  lb  en¬ 
dure  but  for  a. 
lime;  aftemrd, 
when  or 

pcriecottoo  ni  - 
icth  for  the  word** 
fike,  immediately 
they  arc  oftendfiL 
t&  And  there 
are  they  which 
ire  £>vg  among 

thorn* ;  fuch  as 
hear  the  word, 

19  And  the 
cares  of  this 
world  T  and  the 
dcccitfulncfi  of 
ricbei ,  and  the 
lufts  of  other 
things  entering 
in ,  choke  the 
word,  and  it  be¬ 
comes  unfruiffuL 
10  And  thde 
arc  they  which 
are  iotro  on  good 
mood;  fuen  u 
heart  he  word.and 
receive  it  ,  and 
bring  forth  fruit* 
ftwne  thirty  Told, 
iww  fiity,  and 
dome  an  hundred- 
as  Andhcfaid 
unto  them,  Is  a 
candle  brought  to 
be  out  under  abu* 
ftwl,  oc  under  a 
bed  ?  usd  not  to 
tieftton  icamlle- 
JHckf 


aa  For  diet* 
is 
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hardnefs  of  their  own  hearts,  and  the  fubtiJty  of  Satan, 
it  is  foon  thrown  out  of  their  minds,  and  they  are  de¬ 
prived  of  all  frying  advantage  by  it. 

16,  17.  The  ftony  foil,  which  had  but  a  thin  covering 
of  earth,  where  the  feed  foon  began  to  fprout,  but  pre- 
fently  grew  tick,  and  died  away  by  the  heat  of  the  fun 
for  want  of  a  root  fufficienc  to  keep  it  alive,  represented 
many  hearers,  who  at  fuft  indeed  are  afic£tcd  with  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel  as  with  a  pleafant  foug,  and 
for  fbme  little  time  give  an  afient  to  them  5  but  not 
having  received  them  by  a  true  and  lively  faith  in  their 
hearts,  nor  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  they 
lofe  their  firft  flight  and  flafliy  impreflions,  and  turn  ut¬ 
ter  apoftates,  as  foon  as  a  day  of  trial,  by  reproaches, 
Ioffes,  and  perfections  for  the  gofpel,  comes  upon  them. 

18,  19.  And  the  ground  over-run  with  briers  and  , 
thorns,  which,  growing  up,  fmothcred  and  deftroy- 
ed  the  corn,  Ggnified  fuch  hearers  as  attend  to  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  feem  to  love  it,  and  to 
make  a  good  proficiency  in  their  obfervation  and  pro* 
feflion  of  it}  but  hurries,  and  folicitous  cares  about  the 
things  of  this  world,  the  frlfe  enticements  of  its  riches, 
and  eager  defires  after  its  pleafurcs,  get  fuch  a  power 
over  the  heart,  as  nip  tbe  promiGng  appearances  in  the 
bud,  and  render  them  ineffeSual  to  holy  and  frying 
purpofcs. 

20  And  to  conclude ;  The  good  foil,  where  the  feed 
took  root,  fprung,  and  grew  up  regularly,  and  produ¬ 
ced  good  corn,  in  a  thinner  or  more  plentiful  crop,  re* 
prefented  thofe  hearers  of  the  word,  who,  under  divine 
influence,  heartily  believe  and  entertain  it,  and  produce 
excellent  fruits  of  holinefs,  tho1  fome  twice  or  thrice  as 
much  as  others,  as  long  as  they  live  in  the  world. 

ax  Our  bleffed  Saviour,  having  thus  explained  the 
parable  to  his  difciples  in  all  its  parts,  proceeded  to 
make  tbe  following  application  of  it-  As  a  candle,  when 
it  is  lighted,  Ihould  not  be  whelmed  under  a  veflel,  or 
conceded  under  a  bed  or  any  other  dark  covering}  but 
be  fet  up  in  a  candleftick,  to  give  light  to  all  about  it'. 
So  the  light,  which  1  commdhicate  to  you,  my  difciples, 
by  a  dear  explication  of  this  and  other  parables,  and  by 
the  whole  of  my  inltru&ioiut,  is  not  to  be  confined  to 
yourfdves,  and  concealed  from  others  j  but  ye  ought  to 
Urine  as  lights  in  the  world,  hv  Brewing  forth  the  power 
of  thefe  truths  upon  your  own  hearts  and  lives,  and  by 
preaching  them  to  others  for  their  convcrfion,  edifica¬ 
tion,  and  lalvation- 

%x  For  none  of  my  doc! *i nee  are  to  be  thus  furrref- 

fed 


*5<S  . 

b  DOtMtlg  Iiut 
which  frail  not  be 
miuiiiVftcd  ;  Afl* 
th<*****r*jthinj; 
frept  fVcm,  bui 

that  it  iHutild 
come  abroad* 


13  If  any  man 
hm  can  to  bear, 
kt  him  heai . 


14  And  he  ft  id 
utito  them.  Take 
licrd  whac  ye 
hear:  with  wh« 
mea liirt  re  mete, 
it  frail  be  meafn* 
Id!  to  you  :  and. 
tinto  yon  that 
hear,  ill  all  more 
he  glYCD- 


H  For  he  that 
bath,  to  liia'Qull 
be  ghren  :  umj  he 
that  hath  not , 
from  him  fhall  he 
taken  even  that 
ttliicb  he  hath. 


*fi  Andhelaid, 
So  is  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  as 
\S  a  nwti  fronJd 
eaft  feed  into  the 
ground, 

if  Andfhrmld 
f!rtp  ,  and  rife 
tdght  and  day, 
and  the  feed 
fhftuld  fpriog  and 
pov  up  he  know- 
cth  out  hose. 
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fed  and  hid ;  but  they  (ball  be  publilhed  in  all  their 
truth,  excellence,  and  importance:  Nor  hare  I  con¬ 
cealed  any  thing  for  the  prefem  from  this  people,  whole 
prejudices  feliit  the  light,  with  a  defign  that  it  (houtd 
never  be  publicly  made  known"  in  the  deareft  manner 
poiTible;  but  that,  in  due  time,  it  fhouid  be  preached 
openly,  by  the  miniftrarions  of  my  fervants,  to  all  na¬ 
tions,  for  the  obedience  of  faith. 

23  Obfctve  therefore  what  I  fey;  and  let  every  one 
of  you,  who  is  capable  of  hearing  and  receiving  thefe 
things,  reflect  upon  them,  and  lay  them  to  heart,  that 
he  may  behave  accordingly. 

24  He  furthermore  laid  unto  them,  The  things  I 
have  been  fpeaking  of  are  matters  of  the  utmpft  coufe- 
quence  1  Attend  therefore  to  what  ye  hear,  that  it  may 
have  its  proper  influence  upon  you  ;  and  take  heed  that 
ye  do  not  give  ear  to  any  doctrines  inconGftent  with 
thefe ;  but  try  the  fpirits,  whether  they  be  of  God, 
(  1  John  iv.  1.) :  And  remember,  that  in  proportion  to 
your  care  and  faithfulnefs  in  receiving  and  improving 
the  advantages  which  have  been  already  communicated 
to  you  for  the  good  of  others  as  well  as  of  your  own 
fouls,  ftill  further  inftrufKons  and  afliftances  (hall  be 
given,  that  your  profiting  may  appear  unto  all  men. 

25  For  every  one  who  cordially  receives  and  a£ts  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  endowments  which  God  has  freely  be¬ 
llowed  upon  him,  for  propagating  tbe  imereft  of  his 
Son  and  of  rate  religion  in  the  world,  fhall  have  farther 
vouchrafements  of  light  and  aflifences  for  it:  Hut  every 
one  who  has  no  bean  to  make  a  due  improvement  of 
them  for  thefe  valuable  purpofes,  fhall  be  deprived  even 
of  thofe  privileges  which  before  be  had  been  favoured 
with*  (See  the  note  on  Lv jfre  viti.  18.) 

26,  27.  After  this,  Jefus  taught  the  people  by  feveral 
other  comparifons ;  and  faid,  with  a  particular  reference 
to  fuch  fruitful  hearers  of  the  word  as  had  been  repre- 
fented  by  the  good  ground,  The  date  of  the  goipel- 
kingdom  is  like  an  hufbandman’s  lowing  feed  in  a  good 
foil :  Though,  after  he  has  Town  it,  he  takes  his  re  ft  by 
night,  and  goes  about  his  other  affairs  by  day,  it  never* 
thelefc  continually  and  infenfibly  grows  up  andinereafes 
in  a  manner  which  neither  he  nor  any  man  elfe  can 
give  an  accmti  of.”*— So  when  the  word  of  God  becomes 
effectual,  and  a  principle  of  grace  is  planted  in  the 
heart;  though  the  preacher,  who  was  inftrumental  in 
fowing  tt,  takes  no  further  pains  about  it,  but,  com¬ 
mitting  it  to  the  bluffing  of  God,  applies  himfclf  to  o* 
thcr parts  of  his  wvrk;  yet  it  lives,  and  profpers  in  the 


*9  For  due  earth 
bringeth  '  forth 
trait  of  herieifj 
tCrft  the  blade, 
then  the  ear,  after 
Lhu  the  full  coni 
in  the  cu- 


i  9  Rut  when  the 
fruit  is  brought 

forth,  immediate. 

lyhepuLttthfhthc 
iickk,  bcoolt  the 
harveft  u  coat* 
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foul,; while  the  manneiyiB  which  its  principle  operates 
to  produce  theincreafie,  furpafles  all  conception  of  hu¬ 
man  minds. 

2 $  “  For  as  the  earth,  after  it  .has  been  fown  with 
feed*  brings  it  to  maturity  by  imperceptible  degrees, 
firft inihe  blade,  then  in  the  car,  and  at  laft  in  the  ripe 
com;  and  does  all  this  by  virtue  within  itf<Jf,  under 
the  influence  of  the  heavens So  when  once  the  heart 
is  feafoned  with  grace,  the  precious  feed  flourifhes,  and 
brings  forth  fruit*  of  righteoufuds,  by  virtue  of  its  vital 
principle  In  the  foul,  under  the  fpecial  influence  of  the 
Spirit  of  God-  ' 

tf>  “  Buz  as,  .at  the  time  of  harveft,  when  the  corn  is 
fully  ripe  the  Hufbandimn  reaps  it  with  his  fickle — 
So  at  the  end  of  the.  world,  they  who  miniftered  under 
the  great  lord  of  the  harveft  in  fowirg  the  feed,  fball 
find  thetr  converted  hearers  to  W  theri  joy  and  crown 
of  rejoicing,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
at  his  coming;  when  they  fhall  reap  the  fnifoof  their 
labours  with  joy,  in  presenting  them  tohim  f.,# 

30  And  fa*  raid,  30  Then  laid- he.  By  what  further  fimiTitude  fhal!  I 

reprefent-  the  doflritle  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  ftate  of  my 
dojn  oTGod ^or  ■  kingdom  in  the  world?  Or  by  what  further  companion 
(hall  I  defer  ibe  it  to  you  ? 

31  “It  may  be  fitly  laid  to  refemble  a  grain  of  mu- 
Hard  feed,  which,  at  the  time  of  its  being  fown,  is'  in¬ 
deed  one  of  the  lead  of  all  the  feeds  that  are  call  into  the 
earth So  my  gofpel,  the  work  of  grace  jn  the  hearty 
carrh.is  leftthih  111  d  the  ftate  of  .my  kingdom  in  the  world,  make  but  a 
nil  the  fed*  that  ,  little  figure,  and  are  fcarcely  difcerpible  in  their  firft  he- 
t*  in  the  earth  :  ginnings.  ‘  - 

32-“  But  as  a  grain  of  this  feed  grows  up  to  be  one 
of  the  largeft  fixed  plants  among  all  herbs,  and  fhoots 
its  branches  to  fuch  height  and  ftrength,  that  the  birds 
of  the  air  may  flicker  themfelves  in  it;”  (fee  the  note  on 
Matt,  riii.  32.)  :---So  my  gofpel  and  my  grace  (hall 
the  fowls  of  the  grow  and  fpread  to  fuch  .a*  degree,  that  however  they 
daTbl&KfoWof  OUy  be  defpifcd,  or  not  di&etned  at  firft,  they  (hall  in 
”  |  R  a 

T  E. 

Cod  iocrcafes  by  iccret  and  in&nfible  dc- 
rites  vc  know  not  hoc;  in  char  general 
Fcope,  k  roty  be  applied  to  Child  hJmiclf, 
and  perhaps  may  have  a  particular  reference 
to  (he  frmts  uf  his  perform l  tninitfry  on. 


with  whir  com* 

parifoD  Ib*fl  we 
compare  it  l 
Jf_Jf  is  like  1 
grain  of  martini- 
which,  wh  to 
it  it  fown  in  ihc 


3  a  But  when  it 
it  fownr  it  grow- 

cch  up,  and  beco- 
mctli  greater  than 
all  herbs  ,  and 
flioetcth  our  great 
Wanchc*,  fi>  tluc 


\  Several  parts  of  t Mi  parable  are  in c 
s  of  bdhg  applied  to  Quid  Mm'fclf, 


it.  VOL.  I. 

if  O 
:  iurapa* 

ble  of  bdhg  applied  to  Chrift  him'fclf,  who 
fcwifrts  the  reins  and  hearts,  has  a  comprc- 
faen&ve  knowledge  of  all  that  is  doing  in  the 
fonts  of  hi*  people,  and  fi  continually  maui- 
oitiiog  and  inerraftng  hit  Work  Id  them*  by  earth,  though  he  vas  to  leave  this  woiM  and 
various  brans,  and  ifdh  ftippligsof  his  graft;  go  to  the  father,  suid  would  no  mure  vtlilvly 
and  therefore,  I  have  rather  chofeo  to  con-  appear  to  manage  the  aJuic*  of  hi*  kingdom 


ftder  it  with  relation  to  the  ml  filters  of  the 
gnfpel,  to  whom  1  think-aJl  in  pam  may 
fjiirJy  be  applied,  as  in  the  paraphrase:  Rue 
if*  a>  U  ^neraly  thought,  (hr  fcojie  of  rhis 

piffle  be  only  to  Shew,  th*r  iju  yf 


manage  in 

am  on  git  ns,  tillbe  Ehall  cum*  it  the  cud  of 
time,  and  fcii J  frurb  [iicingc!.*,  Ids  nepers, 
Co  gather  the  good  fcrnl  SiU  heavenly 
ki\i  >&ua. 

i  TWe 
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a  little  while- diffufe,  with  great  power  and  flight, 
through  the  whole  foul,  and  extend  them  fell  es  far  and 
wide,  that  Gaifiies  as  wdi  as  Jeu/s  may  find. reft  and 
comfort  in  them. 

j;  And  w'iri»  33  To  thefe companions  lift  the  illoftration  of  fpiii- 
m±ny  iiiuh  par»-;  tu:il  things,  Jcfue  added  many  others  ^  by  which  he  in. 
SdiroSeit  ®n*aed  the  people,  though  with  obfcurhy  and  by  de- 
*s  tiicy  «erc  at4e  grees,  yet  in  a  way  as  eafy  antf  familiar  to  them  as  they 
Ul  hearif.  were  capable  of  under  Handing  and  receiving,  - 

34  Bin  without  34  But,  as  he  knew  the  prejudices  they  were  gene* 

?  (p*1*  rally  under,  he  only  delivered  the  fimilitudes  them* 

an<l  when  they  felves,  without  any  explanation ;  that  they  who  were 
wen  aimte,  he  defwous  of  inftruftion  might  refleA  upon  them  in  tbeir 

tfiuTsto  his  dll!  own  tnin(^9>  ■ ant*  fjffhcr  fome  ttfcful  bints  from  them  a- 
cipiri!  bout  things  which  afterwards  they  might  more  clearly  un- 

derfhnd  upon  feeing  them  come  to  pafs :  And  when  he 
and  his  difdptes  were  together  alone,  he  took  opportu¬ 
nities  to  unbofom  himfelf  to  them,  with  great  familiar i- 
3)  And  riw  ty  and  friendlhip,  in  deaf  explications  of  bis  mind  and 
fime  day,  when-  will  therein. 

MdiC,k«tohS*.  35  Now  Ie,fus»  haring  work  to  do  among  the  Geda- 
tn  them,  Let  tss  rtneiy  ordered  his  duaples,  as  foon  as  it  grew  night,  to 
pan overuuto the  row  Vim  over  to  the  other  fide  of  the  lake  of  Gemtfa- 
A,td  when  Ttt^  toward- GadarO)  (chip.  v.  j.)  that  he  might  lofc 
they  had  fcrt  a-  no  time.  > 

way  the  rouiti-  ’345  Accordingly,  the’  great  crowds  of  people  being 
him’ even*  M^hr  <Kf*nifled,  ft  is  dtfciplcs  immediately  carried  him  in  the 
toj  in  th«  ihip  »  fame  veffel  from  which  he  had  been  preaching  to  the 
*"*!  theK  wcrc  *!* '  multitude  ;  and  feveral  other  hoots  attended  him  f. 
httU^lbipe  °  W  37  And  while  they  were  crofFmg  th£  lake,  a  teirible 
.  „  jr  And  *k«re  florm  of  wind  $  beat  fo  fiercely  upon  them,  and  raifed 
»»oie  a  grew  fuch  boifteTOUS  and  fweiling  waves,  that  in  a  little  time 
aniMbe  viva’s  the  veflef  was  aimoU  full  of -water,  and  in  the  utmoft 
bnt  imvtheiWn,  danger  of  being  loft.  . 

fc|harit  was  now  38  irt  tire  mean  while,  Jefiis,  having  been  fatigued 
3«  Amikevas  with  the  labour  of  the  preceding  day,  lay  fail  afieep 
in  ike  hinder  part  on  a  pillowat  the  Hern  of  the  ve  fitly  ajid  his  difciples, 
of  the  (hip,  »0ccp  flighted  at  theiir  danger,  ran  and  awaked  him, 

tiicy  nw'jke  him,  faying,  all-  m  a  huFry,  Lord,  we  are  juu  upon  the  point 
mdfiyonuihim,  of  being  caff  away.'  What!  cand  thou  Jlcep,  and  not 
Maftrr ,  eaiett  m5nj  this  dreadful  ftorm  l  Halt  thon  nb  companion  for 
per!! us  ?  And  wilt  thou  fuller  us  all  to.  be  drowned  i 
19  And  fie  s-  37  Theu  he  got  up,  and,  like  the  fcvereign  Lord  of 
thcviad,ai!dl^  utii-vcrfc,  commanded  the  wind  toceafc,  and  the 
unto  ’•  waves- 

NOT!;  S. 

t  TJt«fe  boau  pTobdbly  cirricd  coiripii^^  M  pc»|]lct  xrho  were  <T*Croufi  to  heir  more  of 
his  <!<»£triiurt  and  ftr  nu>rt  irf  Ms  miracles,  and  to  frjirw  him  i\h«Trvcr  he  ent. 

f  Ax<fc*4  any.  \iokni  ibirn,  ur  icmpdt  v  iad  &  thc«  might  be  i  wdtk  »iBs 

'.ii  Ai  Vt  hl^ 


Ch.  vu  The  i-vtingclijl  Mark  p&raphr&fed. 

“nto  f|j*  ini  ’  waTCfi  *^e  k*  *°  calm  and  qurer,  arid  not  to  roar 

SVh'c  5JSJ  and  rag«  anr  ^nger ;  and  he  no  fooher  fpake*  than  it 
ini ,  aiirf  there  vaa  dohc :  The  wind  immediately  fell,  the  furfacc  of  thd 
*at  cairn*  water  became  fmooth,  and  the  noife  of  the  fear  and  of 
the  waves  was,ftHled.  {PJal.  Ixv.  y.) 

..«« 4°  He  likewise,  turning  to  the  difciples,  improved 
>re  ye  fa  fearfui?  t^iem  ^°r  their  diftruftful  fcfrrs,  laying,  How  ft  range  and 
how  »  n  that  ye  unbecoming  is  it*  that  after  all  the  experience  ye  him 
h-iw  no  falrh  t  had  of  rty  divine  power,  and  affectionate  regards  to 
you*  ye*  ihpuld  ftill  queftion  either  my  ability  or  my 
will  to  fave  yon ;  and  that  when  ye  need  moft  raith,  ye 
flrauld  feem  to  have  none  at  alt ! 

41  Aod  they  41  And  as  before  they  had  been'  greatly  terrified  at 
feared  acMdioj-  the  ftorm;  fo  now  they  f^d  an  awful  fear  of  his  Ma- 

tl'tawhcrs  WTux  j^T*  had*  in  fucb  a  godlike  way,  rebuked  the 
manner  of  man  winds  and  waves*  and  reproved  them  for  their  diftruft 
tLt *n  their  danger:  And  all  the  company  were 
fra  obey  him?  wonderfully  amazed*  faying  to  each  other*  What  a  fur- 
prifing  fort  of  perfon  is  this*  who,  by  his  own  authority* 
and  with  fuch  an  air  of  fovereignty,  commands  the 
winds  and  waves*  and  they  immediately  obey1  him! 
Sinelybe  muft  be  more  than  a  man,  Who  hath  tnus^ra- 
tbered  the  W0 d  in  bis  jiftt*  (Prov4  xxx*  4.) 

recollections* 

It  is  melancholy  and  alarming  to  think  how  many  unfruitful  forts, of  hearers 
there  are,  and  how  few  that  mifc  the  wool  with  faith,  and  entertain  the  truth  in  the 
lore  of  ft  to  their  own  fafvatidn.  What  need  have  we  to  watch  carefiiHjr  agaloft 
Satan,  and  againft  the  fnares  that  ariic  from  the  aiftucDce  and  pleafares,  cares  and 
terrors,  of  this  world  1  How  fhookl  we  look  wdl  to  our  own  bcatts,  that  they  bt 
upright  and  fincerfc;  and,  at  the  Jamt  time,  took  upwards  for  divine  grace*  to  enable 
us  to  take  heed  how  we  hear,  arid  what  improvement  we  make,  left  we  provoke 
Gad  to  leave  us  to  ourfelvrt,  and  to  take  avfiy  tlic  privileges  which  we  already 
have! — And  oh  what  a  btefilng  is  it  to  be  among  the  object*  of  diftinguifliing 
grace,  .to  whom  it  ii' given  to  know  the  fecrets  of  God’s  covenant,  to  whom 
Chrift  imparts  his  mind  and  will  as  to  bis  friends,  and  whom  he  enables  to  bring 
forth  good  fruit  in  its  feaibn !  The  more  experience  we  have  of  this,  the  more 
thankful  we  fhould  be  for  ft,  and  the  more  concerned  to  improve  it,  that  we  may 
have  frill  more  abundance.  And,  blcflcd  be  bis  name,  the  kafb  beginnings  of  his 
work  in  oor.foui*  fhatfbe  preferred,  and  gradually  increaftd  and  perfected;  and 
the-AaaUeft  appearances  of  it  iff  the  world,  Hull,  in  due/time,  break  out  ajiui 
fpread  with  light  and  power,  and  fill  the  earth.  Chrift  i#  concerned  for  his  caufe, 
and  never  will  neg Irffc  it ;  and,  whilft  be  Is  prefect  with  bis  people,  they  are  lafc* 
whatever  ftotmi  ormifebiefs  may  threaten  them;  a  word  from  Ids  mouth  will  fi~ 
lenccaD  our  fears  and  troubles,  dnd  fecurc  us  amldfr  furrounding  dangers :  He 
is  the  mighty  God,  and  the  Prince  of  peace;  we  therefore  need  not  doubt  of  bis 
power,  or  his  wilt,  to  lave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  unto  him,  and  to  the 
Father  by  him :  Lord,  help  our  unbelief* 

CHAR  V. 

Ghrifi  cajh  out  a  legion  of  devils^  and  fuffers  them  to  enter  into  the 
fivhr,  i, — zq*  He  heafs  a  woman  of  the  bUfodj+jhiX}  hi  his  way  t<S 

R  %  "  jairus'r 
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'  Jrtiruh’;  bcufc,  21, — >34*  And  raifes  Jatnis’j  daughter  from  the  dead, 


.3  *^--13* 

Tf!  ST- 

ND  thzy 

CalilC  over 
unto  fi>c  other 
iidt:  of  the  lei, 
fU)  the  cuimtiy 
oi  the  tradareuu*. 


A’ 


V  A  HAP  AS  E* 


OUR  blefled  Saviour  having  laid  the  dorm  which  a- 
role  as  he  and  hia  company  were  paffing  over  the 
fea  of  Galikti  they  foon  after  landed  on  the  eaftern  fide, 
in  the  country  of  the  Gadartim*  who -were  mollly  GVn- 

itki* 

2  Atid  hs  was  no  fooner  got  aftore,  than  a  man  pof- 
felted  of  the  devil,  that  Vile  and  malicious  fpiiit,  came 
out  fropi  among  the  tomb*,  where  he  ufed  ro  wander 
a  bout  ;  and  it  was  providentially  ordered  that  be  ibouid 
meet  with  Jefus. 

3  This  poor  miferable  creature  was  fo  hurried  by  the 
power  of  rho devil,  that  he  would  not  dwell  in  any  houfe, 
nor  we*r  rffly  Rothes;  but  roved  about  naked  for  a  long 
time,  {Luke  viiu  27.)  like  a  madman,  in  folitury  places, 
among  the  fepulchres  of  the  dead,  which  increafed  bis 
own  terror  and  the  terror  of  aU*who  came  that  way,  (fee 
the  noteon'Aftif,  viii*  12m.);  and  fo  great  was  his  ftrength 
and  rage,  that  no  human  power  or  art  could  tame  him? 
or  get  chains  ftrong  enough  to  hold  him. 

4  For  he  had  oHen  Wfi  clogged  with  fetters,  and 
bound  with  chains  j  but  he  fnapped  them  afunderlikea 
twined  thread;  fo  that  he  continually  broke  loofc,  and 
was  fo  mitraftable,  that  hohody  knew  how  to  manage 
him  Or  keep  him  under  reftraint* 

C  And,  in  this  fbrfor  p  and  frightful  manner,  he  ran, 
both  ni^ht  and  day,  like  a"  wild  man,  up  and  down  the 
mountains  and  ajnong  the  tombs*,  making  hideous  out* 
cries,  and  cruelly  wounding  and  gaftiing  himfclf  with 
Roues. 

6  But  as  foon  as  +  this  fierce  and  ungovernable  crea¬ 
ture  Taw  Jefus  at  a  diflance,  the  devil  who  poifefied  him 
was  fe  over-awed  at  Chrift’s  appearance,  that  he  was  e~ 
veu  forced  to  carry  him  toward  the  Saviour;  fo  that  he 
tf  iinr  wt«rii  he .  ran  with  all  fpeed,  ami  falling  down  at  his  feet,  paid 
“  Tj,:~  -f  -  -  him  folemn  homage. 

7  And  the  evil  fpirit,  knowing  whd  Jefus  was,  cried 
out  aloud,  with  horror  and  dread  of  his  divine  majefty 
and  power,  O  thou  Saviour  of  meri,  I  own  that  thou 
art  indeed  the  Son  of  the  moil  high  God,  and  that  I  am 
no  match  for  thee ;  but,  as  I  have  no  intend!  in  rbee,  1 
beg  that  I  may  have  nothing  to  do  with  thee;  And,  as 

I 

NOT  E- 

i  {chjp,  viti.  i8.)  mentions  two  jfenialde;  and  perhaps  h*  uraj-a  Heathm,  anti 

ihc:c  milcmblc  crc^Hfrs ;  ;n-d  it  is  proba*  the  7w,  and  therefore  more  nmire 

li!c  tU:rf  tbUt  To  pameuiiitly  fpokw  of  Kerf,  is  takcti  of  this  than  of  him*  See  Uzbifat* 
wni  the  moil  remarkably  fierce  J  tuigo-  lk>j  *  lit'Eir.  on  Aiane  v,  1* 


1  And  when 
he  wu  comer  oat 
of  the  (hip,  iiu- 
nirdiafely  there 
■net  him  out  of 
the  tombs,  afflut 
with  aii  wiclcw 
fpirit, 

1  Who  Had  h'r 
duelling  amoitj 
(Ac  tombs';  a 
lie  imn  rotild 
tind  him,  dom 
Vicii  chains: 


4  Dcewfe  th«c 
he  had  bexn  often 
bound  with  fit- 
Ur*  and  chains, 
arvl  ttie  chains 
had  been  pluck, 
ed  afundcr  by 
him,  andthefev* 
ter  s  broken  in 
pieces  ;  neither 
could  any  man 
tame  him* 

J  And  always 
night  and  day*  Ik: 
w.is  io  die  mmiit*- 
uifis*,  and  in  the 
tombs-,  crying , 
and  culling  him- 
Iclf  with  ftonet. 


law  Jefus  afar  of, 
he  ran  and  wot- 
|1  npped  him, 

7  And  cried 
with* loud  voice, 
*  and  fa:4,  Wbat 
hart  I  U>do  with 
ihee. 


Ch.  v. 

th«,  Jefhs,  tliffli 
Son  of  the  awft 


37j^  JL'cangclijt  M  a  rk  paraphrafed.  %  6  f 

I  fuppofc  the  feafon  appointed  of  God  for  (hutting  me 
hi  kGod?  j  ij.  UP  *n  ptifon»  and  completing  my  miferies,  is  not  yet 
jure  tiwe  hy  '  come,  Why  (houldelt  thou  confine  and  difirefe  me  now 
hefote-hahd?  I  eameftly  befeedi  thee*  hy  the  truth  of 
God,  who  has  given  me  time  to  pnnifh  mankind  till 
the  final  judgment,  that  thou  would  efi  not  compel  me 
to  retire  from  this  world  into  the  place  of  torment. 

3  The  reafoii  of  his  expoftubting  with  Chi  ift  in  this 
manner,  was  becaufe  he  had-  faid,  Thou  vile  fpirir,  l 
commaixd  thee  to  quit  pofl&fion  of' the  man.  (See  the 
note  on  Luke  viii.  29.) 

9  And,  upon  the  devil's  going  into  this  remonfirance, 
Jefus,  to  make  the'  company  the  more  fenfible  of  the  . 
poor  man's  calamitous  condition,  and  of  the  exceeding 
greatnefs  of  his  own  power  and  mercy  in  delivering 
him,  publicly  afked  the '  evil  Ipirit,  By  what  name  he 
called  himfelf :  To  which  he  replied,  My  name  is  Le¬ 
gion  and  that  very  juftly,  for  a  vaft  number  of  fpi- 
rits  under  my  command  have  taken  pofleflion  of  this 
tt^an. 

10  Then  the  chief  devil,  and  the  whole  legion,  (Luka 
viii.  3!.}  joined  in  importunate  intreaties,  that,  as  they 
were  not  in  Judea  among  God's  own  people,  but  in  a 
Heathen  country,  he  would  permit  them  to  continue  to 
aft  their  pleafure  there,  where  they  had  reigned  among 
the  Heathens  and  spoliate  Jew/  like  the  rulers  of  the  " 
darkuefo  of  this  world,  and,  by  their  long  experience  of 
that  people’s  temper  and  behaviour,  knew  how  to  ma¬ 
nage  their  temptations  the  more  dextroufly  again  fit  him. 

■  11  How  it  happen  id  at  this  time,  that  there  was  a 
grear  herd  of  fwine  feeding  about  the  mountains  at  fome 
difiance,  (Mat-  viii.  3°-) 

12  All  the.  evil  fpirits  therefore  united  their  earned 
requeft,  faying,  If  thou  wilt  not  fuller  us  to  keep  pofief- 
fion  of  this  man,  yet  let  us  at  leaft  be  permitted  to  take 
poifellion  of  thofcfwinc;  hoping  thereby  to.  prejudice 
their  owners  agahit  Chrift,  and  to  maintain  their  own 
dominion  Hill  in  their  hearts. 

13  And  Jefus,  for  wife  and  holy  reafons,  (fee  the 
note  on  Mat.  viii.  32.)  readily  intimated,  that  he  would 
not  reftrain  them  from  taking  their  own  courfe  with 
thoft  brute  creatures :  Whereupon  the  devils,  departing 

from 
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df  fifluf,  mm:  very  powerful  an  A  warlike,  vn- 
dcr  (be  gmcnn:.v*«f  of  a  ulikf,  who  is  cm- 
pfiatkally  cjEkil  the  c id  the 

prixic  rfdcvih*  and  the  like  ;  and  1  heir  foi  e 
the  evil  powers  thm  po£llJ!cii  this  man,  ut* 
fomehiocs  fpoken  of  in  the  fingulir,  and  <u 
others  in  tl)o  jdurJ  irjtuUL 


that  t  him  torment 
roc  no; 


8  (For  IwThiJ 
unto  him,  Conte 
out  of  the  nun, 
thin  uncltia  fpi- 
rU.) 

9  And  he  afked 
him,  Whatif  thy 
name?  And  he 
infwercd,  faying. 
My  name  if  Le¬ 
gion:  for  are 
uiifijr, 


to  AndJiche- 

iVit  he  wouid  not 
fund  them  away 
ou:  o£  the  co tin- 
ity\ 


vi  Now  there 

was  there  niyfli 
onto  the  mu  mi* 
rains,  a  great  herd 
of  J  wine  fudkig, 
ti  And  all  the 
devil/  briooght 
Lim,  faying,  Send 
os  into  thf  fwinet 
that  ac  may  en¬ 
ter  into  there. 

13  And  forth¬ 
with  Jeiiw  gave 
them  Lave.  And 
the  unclean  fp>- 

riu 


N  O 

$  The  n  pm  her  which  cud  Abated  4  kg;un 
nf  Kwjie  foldiers,  waj,  like  cTOr  regiment*, 
uncertain  ;  lone  reckon  them  at  tf-oo,  and 
others  at  tifoo  i  However,  the  devil's  gi¬ 
ving  hjrofcLl  ih'fr  name,  i  mi  males,  rhat  thole 
only  who  pofTdlcd  this  man  were  YCry  nu¬ 
merous  ;  and,  hesg  united  in  their  malicious 


i6i 

xit"  went  not,  trd 
entered  in  to  (he 
fwinc :  and  the 
herd  ran  violent¬ 
ly  down  i (tap 
place  into  the  I ea, 
(they  were  about 
two  thoofanri,) 
and  were  diqkod 
in  the  fa. 

14  And  they 
that  fed  the  Twine 
Hod,  amt  told  it 
in  the  city,  arid 
in  the  country* 
Ami  they  went' 
ont  to  fee  what  it 
wwthatwasdone, 

15  And  they 

come  to  Jtfiu, 
and  Tee  him  that 
with 

the  devil,  and  W 
the  kgfoa*  fit- 
tiif,  and  clothed, 
and  in  hi*  debt 
*  *iind  :  and  they 
wm  afraid. 

id  And  they 
thj;  llw  ftj  told 
thrrn  how  it  hei 
Cel  to  him  thu 
was  pofle(Eal  with' 
the  devil,  anduttb 
concerning  the 
fivioe,  ■ 

IT  And  they 
heganto  pray  him 
to  depart  out  of 
their  ccitt*. 


iTAnJ  when 
he  was  come  iiuo 
the  Jhip,  lie  tint 
had  lrai  poiTcif- 
fd  with  thf  devil 
prayed  him  that 
he  might  be  wu^t 
him* 


Tj}  .  Howbrit, 
Jei'u^'iafleiCiUitiU 


The  EvangcliJ}  Mar  &  parophrafed.  Ch .  r. 

from  the  man,  went  into  the  henl  of  (wine ;  and  had 
fuch  a  malignant  influence  oponfhem,  that  they  all  pre- 
fently  ran  mad,  and  were  furioufly  hurried  down  a  pre¬ 
cipice  into  the  tea,  whtre  they  penOied  in  the  waters, 
being  in  number  about  two  thoufimd. 

14  Then  the  keepers  of  the  herd,  being  furprifed  and 
terrified  at  this  Gght,  ran  to  the  city  and  parts  adjacent, 
telling  what  they  knew  of  the  furprifijig  ftory  about  the 
man  and  the  fwine,  wherever  they  came :  And  great 
multitudes  battened  away  to  thig  place,  that  they  might 
be  fatisfied  how  far  it  was  t/ue. 

'  1  j  And  wh«i  they  caroe  op  to  Jpfus,  and  law  that 
the  mati  by  whom  they  had  often  been  terrified  whilft 
he  was  poflefled  with  a  legion  of  devils  under-  the  com¬ 
mand  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  was  now  come  tohimfelf; 
and  that,  fitting  with  his  clothes  on,  he  behaved  in  a 
regular  and  decent  manner;  they  were  greatly  aftoniih- 
ed  at  the  miracle,  and  filled  with  an  awful  dread  of  the 
power  which  Jefus  had  lb  remarkably  cxerctfed  over  the 
devils  themielves  on  this  occafion. 

16  And  they  who  were  eye-witneffes  of -all  that  bad 
palled,  related  to  thefe  people  the  particular  citcumflan- 
ccs  both  of  the  recovery  of  the  miserable  demoniac,  and 
of  the  devils  entering  into  and  destroying  their  fwine  by 
Ch  rift's  permiffion, 

17-  This  made  them  fo  much  the  more  afraid  of  Je¬ 
fus,  left  they  Ihoitld  {offer  fome  further  iofe  and  damage 
by  his  means:  And  as-they  were  more  concerned  about 
dieirvtemporal  than  their  fpiritual  interefts,  and  were 
more  affeiled  with  vexation  and  fear  at  the  dettruction 
pf  their  hogs,  than  with  joy  and  hope  .at  the  figiial  mer¬ 
cy  which  had  appeared  in  the  cure  of  this  dangemns 
raving  and  diftrefied  man ;  they  all,  with  one  content, 
intreated  him  to  go  out  of  their  country,  little  thinking 
what  ableffing  they  thereby  put  away  from  themfelves. 

18  Jefus,  juftly  offended  at  their  folly  and  wicked- 

nets,  took  them  at  their  word ;  and  when  he  reimbsrk* 
ed  in  the  veff<;l  to  go  hack  agaiu  over  (he  lake,  the  man 
who  had  been  freed  from  the  diabolical  poffeffion  was 
fo  .  affected  with  the  mercy,’  that  he  earnettiy  defired 
leave  of  his  great  Deliverer  to  fuJFer  him  to  attend  him, 
tbat'he  might  enjoy  his  bieffed  company,  and  continue 
under  his  prbtefHon  to  feepre  him  again!!  the  return  of 
evil  fpirirs,  and  under  his  inftru&ion  to  lead  him  into 
the  knowledge  of  a  (till  better  Crivatiou  from  fin  and  the 
wrath  to  come.  * 

19  However,  as  Jefus  could  both  prderve  and  teach 
him  at  a  diftance  as  yreil  as  if  he  were  perfbnally  pre- 

-  feat. 


Ch.  v. 

nor;  butii-thnn* 
to  Skim,  Go  home 
to  thy  friend*  , 
and  tel;  them  how 
free!  thing*  the 
Lurd  hath  tlonc 
for  thee,  and  hath 
bid  cotnpa&on 
co  iheci 


The  Evangel! ft  Mark  parapbrafid.  263 

fentj  and  taking  him  along  with  him  might  have  feem- 
ed  to  favour  ,  of  oflentatioti ;  and  as  it  mighc.be  more 
for  the  advancement  of  his  intereft  and  kingdomr  to 
leave  fu.ch  a  Handing  monument  of  his  power  and  com* 
palfion  in  that  country  ;  he  would  not  confenr  to  his  co* 
ming  away  with  hivnfeif,  but  ordered  bim  to  return 
home  to  his  friends  and  acquaintance)  and  to  let  them  fee 
and  hear  what  a  miraculous  deliverance  the  Lord  Jefus 
had  wrought  for  him ,  and  what  affecting  and  encoura¬ 
ging  pity  fie  had  therein  extended  to  him.  (See  the 
note  on  lake  viii.  39.) 

20  Accordingly  the  healed  man  obeyed  Ch  nil’s  com¬ 
mand,  and  in  a  tranfport  of  gratitude'  and  joy  fpread 
the  report  of  his  power  and  rocrey  toward  him  in  all  the 
towns  and  villages  of  DecapoHt  t ;  and  all  the  people 
in  tbofe  parts,  knowing  wbat  this  man  had  been,  and 
feeing  what  a  happy  change  was  made  upon  bim,  eafily 
credited  his  account,  and  were  aftooifhed  at  the  power 
oE  Jefus,  who  bad  exercifed  fuch  authority  over  devils, 
ami  wrought  fuch  a  furprifmg  deliverance  for  him. 

2t  In  the  mean  while,  Jefus  having  eroded  the  fea  of 
Galilee  back  again  in  the  boat,  and  landed  on  the  well* 
era  fltore,  abundance  of  people,-  *wbo  waited  for  tidings 
of  his  return-,  flocked  about  him  when  they  found  him 
by  the  fea-flde. 

21  And,  ohferve a  moft  remarkable  occurrence!  Soon 
qfeer  this,  there  came  a  perfon  of  confidcrable  figure 
and  authority  among  the  JeviSy  whofe  name  was  Jairm% 
one  of  the  rulers  of  their  fynagngue,  (fee.  the  note  on 
Mat.  ix.  18.);  and  when  he  faw  Jefus,  he  kneeled  down, 
prostrating  himfelt'  at  bis  feet,  in  a  pofture  of  great  hu¬ 
mility  and  reverence,  to  teflify  his  faith  in  him, 

23  And  earncfUy  intreated  him,  faying,  My  young 
daughter  lies  dangcronfly  lick,  if  not  already  dead,  at 
my  houfe *,  I  humbly  beg  your  companion  on  her  be¬ 
half;  for  I  verily  believe,  that,  if  you  would  pleafe  to 
go  home  yrith  me,  aiul  but  touch  her,  fhe  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  reftored  to  health,  how  defperate  foever  her 
cafe  now  may  be. 

24  And  thongb  there  was  wrakuefs  in  this  faith, 
which  intimated  as  if  our  Lord  could  not  have  cured 
her  without  going  and  laying  his  hand  upon  her;  yet, 
as  he  knew  it  to  be  finer  re,  he,  for  its  further  encou¬ 
ragement,  readily  went  along  with  this  ruler,  being  at¬ 
tended  wirh  Inis  difciples,  and  vafl  crowds  of  people, 
wbo  preffed  upon  bim  on  all.  (ides  from  the  eagernefs  of 

their 

N  O  T. 

f  Dccapelit  w*s  a  country  containing  ten  cities,  tthicb  vrr*  chiefly  uriubited  by 
CVjj wid  of  trhich  Ofldtra  wa s  one. 


10  Andbcdc* 
paiutf}  And  began 
to  publith  ifl  Be* 
cipolit  Iww  great 
tilings  jefup  had 
don#-  for  bim  : 
*nd  itt  men  did 
marvel. 


£  t  And.  when 
Jefus  was  paflbd 

oV<x bfftip 
unto  the  other 
tide,  much  peo¬ 
ple  g^iherrd  unto 

h:m  t  Amt  he  was 
nigh  uoirt thefts 
x*  And  behold* 
there  comcth  otte 
of  the  rulrrj  of 
the  , 

Jaimj  hy.njftjt; 
And  when  he  faw 
him  t  lie  telUt  bis 
fut, 

xj  And  U* 
{might  great* 

Jy,  %iugt  My 
liitk  daughter 
iitfh  it  the  po ini 
of  dcalb  ;  I  fray 
/Vr,  com  t  and  h  y 
rhrTiand*  on  her, 
th It  fhe  my  be 
healed  j  and  ibc 
flutl  live, 
x  4  And  Jtfui 
vent  with  him  ; 
And  murij  people 
f<dlpttcdhiui|&nd 
thronged  him* 


*6  4 


xj  And  a  cer¬ 
tain  «  puna  n  which 
had  ifluc  of 
blood  twelve 
yw$t 

xG  Arrthartfur- 
fered  nunyihinp 
of  many  phyu* 
ciuif  ,  and  had 
Jpcnt  all  that  the 
hid,  and  was  no¬ 
thing.  bettered  t 
but  mhtr  grew 

tLOJ-iC, 

17  When  (he 
had  heard  of  Je- 
lvs,  e-me  to  the 
prr£i  behind,  and 
touched  hit  gar¬ 
ment. 

ifl  yoriheiauf, 
If  1  iTtjy  loach 
hut  hi*  clothe*,  £ 
Jhidl  be  whale. 


19  AuiJ  ftraight- 
way  the  fountain 
her  blood  w« 
dried  up  i  and 
Jltc  fdt  in  her  bo¬ 
dy  that  (he  wu 
healed  of  that 
jibgne. 

30  And  Jc  * 
fui  immediately 
knowing  in  him- 
iilf,  that  virtue 
had  gone  nut  of 
'him,  turned  him 
about  in  the  prefc, 
and  kid,  Who 
touched  my 
clothe*  l 


The  TsoemgeUft  Make  paropbrafed.  Ch,  v. 

their  defire  to  fee  the  event. 

25,  26.  How  among  thefe  there  was  a  woman  who 
had  been  grievoufly  affiitted  for  twelve  years  paftwitb 
a  dangerous  diichargc  of  Wood,  and  had  tried  all  pof- 
fible  means  within  her  reach  for  a  cure;  in  fo  much 
that  (he  bad  gone  through  tedious  courfes  of  phytic,  and 
reduced  liertelf  to  poverty  by  the  great  expence;  hot  all 
to  no  good  putpofe,  (be  (till  growing  rather  worfe  than 
better.  ■ 

27  She  therefore,  defpairirg  of  all  other  relief,  and 
heating  much  of  the  mighty  power  and  good nek  of 
Chrift,  got  imo  tbe  crowd,  next  to  him,  ainong-thofe 
that  followed  him;  and  being  too  modeft  to  mention 
her  cafe,  (he  privately  put  her  hand  out  and  touched 
his  clothes. 

28  For  fuch  was  her  faith,  that  (be  thought  within 
berfelf,  If  I  can  but  get  near  enough  to  touch  his  gar* 
ment,  though  it  be  only  its  utmoit  border,  I  (hall  as 
certainly  be  healed  of  this  diicafe  as  ‘others  hare  been 
of  theirs. 

:?9  And  her  faith  and  hope  were  fully  anfwered : 
For  (he  no  fooner  had  done  this,  but  a, miraculous  al¬ 
teration  was  made  upon  her  at  once ;  and,  from  that 
very  moment,  Ihe  fenfibly  found  herfelf  to  be  as  perfect¬ 
ly  cured  of  her  diftemper  as  if  (he  had  never  ailed  any 
thing  at  all,  ■  , 

30  In  this  manner  Ihe  was  healed  without  the  privity 
of  any  of  the  people  about  her,  and  (he  thought  that  no 
notice  would  have  been  taken~of  it :  But  as  our  Lord 
himfelf  knew,  what  he  had  done,  by  f  a  free  emanation 
of  that  divine  power  which  he  had  in  himfelf  and  could 
rxert  whenever  and  in  what  way  he  pleated;  fo  he 
thought  proper  to  difeover  it,  for  the  manifestation  of 
his  own  and  his  Father's  gtoiy,  and  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  not  only  of  this  woman's,  butlikewite  of 

faith,  who  was  then  with  him ; '  and,  in  order  there¬ 
unto,  he -turned  round  in  the  crowd  to  look  hehihd  him, 
and  afked,  Who  it  was  rhathad  touched  his  garment  ? 
meaning,  with  a  dcGgn  of  getting  a  cure  from  him. 

3 1  His  difciples,  not  undemanding  his  drift,  were 
furprifed  at  this  qucltton ;  and  replied  with  too  much 

<  pert- 

T  E. 

ncft  apd  health  :  But  Tdas,  a*  God,  hxd 
jwwr  tclfsiitof*  in  u-hidt  he  could 

exert  at  plncfurc,  and  by  which  alone  be 
cmtU  heal  all  {bps  of  diteafes  and  chaic  v- 
vny  every  uuclvan  I'pint;  his  difpoflclfioj; 
of  which  *iay  he  rvc honed  among  ihe  dues 
!«:  Uy  the  virtue  tkil  »<ilt  vu*  <?i 

£.ifr  vi.  i>,  12- 


31  Anrljmdi- 
fcipK*  iaii  unto 
him. 


NO 

t  It  is  never  f*id  of  the  as  it  U 

Iwn:,  and  Jjrte  vi.  ip.  vtfi,  <$$.  3;  of  oiur 
lrJo|-<l,  ihut  powr  or  virtue  vtiU 

rnit  of  them  for  hcaJmjr  ;  They  on  the  rmi' 
tt<y  dilcbdmed  it,  afcribing  the  entire  clii- 
*%cy  to  ChrUl,  ylh  itu  nt  itf.  Nor  could 
t hi*  be  fatd  of  any,  but  of  the  ihvuvi^n  1,^4 
rtfer  of  l:fc  jtsid  dtifh,  of  iUV 
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him.  Thou  ftfft  pertnefs,  How  can  it  be  otherwife,  whilst  as  thou  feed, 

tJirong^r^tlwe'  l*1e  £reat  crow^  »  pK-ffing  upon  ;J>ee  on  every  fide  ? 
sod  firdf  thou|  Strange  1  that  in  fuch  circumftunces  thou  fl-.ouMtdi  fay, 
WboMiKhediw?  'Who  touched  me? 

3*  And  he  j-2  Howevef,  Jefus,  taking  nq,notice'of  their  amaze- 
h*r  ment  al  *l>  continued  looking  about  among  them  that 
that  had  done  were  near  him,  like  one  tint  would  fee  what  might  oc- 
*****  cur  to  difeover  the  perfen  who  as  he  find  had  touched 

his  clothes. 


35  But  the  wo- 
ciad  fearing  and 
trciBbJiDg,JuK>w* 
iug  what  wi* 
done  in  her,  cime 
and  fell  down  be* 
fort  him,  udtold 
hm  all  the  truth. 


14  And  he  fttd 
Ti  m  0  her,  Daugh¬ 
ter,  thy  frith  hath 
made  thee  whole; 

}jo  in  peice,  and 
ie  whole  vf  thy 
pkpte. 


3?  While  he 
yet  ipake,  there 
cjmc  liom  the  n;- 
Jcj  of  the  lyna- 
gngut*s  hsufc  ccr- 
Ubh  which  £ad. 
Thy  daughcer  U 
dead;  why  trou¬ 
bled  Uwu  the 
id  after  any  fur¬ 
ther  i 

3d  Asfoon  as 
Jduf  heard  the 
word  that  wi* 
fpokco,  he  faith 
unto  the  ruler  of 
the  fynagogue , 
Be.  rwjt  atrud,  on¬ 
ly  believe. 

37  Andhcfuf- 
feral  no  man  to 
follow  him,  f«ve 
Peier, and  James, 
and  John,  the 
brother  of  James. 


33  Hereupon  the  poor  woman  being, cenfdous  of 
what  (he  had  done,  and  of  what  a  wonderful  cure  fhe 
had  received,  and  finding  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for 
her  . to  tbink  of  hiding  it.  an y  longer,  was  afraid  that 
(he  had  prefumed  coo  far,  and  that  Chrift  was  angry 
with  her,  either  for  taking  a  wrong  method  of  obtain¬ 
ing-  ber  cure,  br  for  endeavouring  afterwards  to  conceal 
it ;  and  therefore  the  came  with  a  trembling  heart 'be¬ 
fore  Him  wbo  could  as  eafily  kill  as  fave  alive  ;  and 
humbly  proftradng  berfeLf  at  his  feet,  openly  declared 
the  whole  affair,  juft  as  it  was,  in  the  hearing  of  all  the 
people.  • 

34' And  Jefus  as  openly  encouraged  and  comforted 
her,  faying,  Thou  daughter  of  Abraham ,  and  child  of 
God,  thy  faith  has  honoured  me,  and  1  both  have  and 
will  put  an  honour  upon  it ;  thou  art  blcffed,  and  an 
welcome  to  the  mercy  tbou  haft  found  >  go  home  as  one 
made  glad*  with  God*9  falvacion,  and  be  allured  that  thy 
diftemper  lhali  never  return  upon  thee  more. 

33  Whilft  our  Lord  was  fpeaking  thefe  words,  there 
came  fome  theflengers  from  JaOis* s  houfe,  to  let  him 
know  that  bis  daughter  was  actually  dCadj;  and  that 
therefore' it  would  be  to  no  purpoie  to  give  the  great 
Prophet  any  further  trouble,  by  defiring  him  to  come 
tbitber  to  do  any  thing  for  his  child. 

36  Jefus,  perceiving  that-  at  this  meflage  the  tender 
father  was  mightily  grieved  and  difeouraged,  fpoke 
comfortably  to  him,  faying,  l)o  not  give  way  to  di- 
ftreffing  and  defpairtng  thoughts  nr  thcle  tcchncbuly 
tidings;  only  believe  in  my  power  and  goodnefs,  that  I 
am  able  And  ready  to  raife  your  daughter  even  from  the 
dead,  and  it  fhall  oe  Unto  yon  according  to  your  faith. 

37  Then,  to  avoid  all  appearance  of  feeking  his  own 
honour,  he  ordered  that  none  of  the  multitude,  not  e- 
veu  of  his  own  difciples,  ftunild  go  with  him  into  the 
houfe,  excepting  Peter,  James,  and  John,  that  by  thole 
three  witnefles  the  truth  of  the  miracle  he  was  going  to 
work  might  be  fufticiently  teftifiedj  but,  together  with 
thefe,  he  admitted  the  father  and  mother  oi  the  young 

dam- 


z66 


38  And  he  00* 
met  It  tothehovft 
of  the  niter  of  the 
ftnagoguc-t  and 
fecth  the  tumult, 
and  them  that 
urcpt  and  vailed 
greatly* 


30  And  when 
be  wi5  come  tn, 
he  faith  unto 
them!  Why  mate 
ye  this  ado,  and 
weep  ?  the  Ham* 
£dr*potdcac!'t>at 
flapeth . 

40  And  they 
laughed  him  to 
foorn  ;  but  when 
be  had  put  them 
all  nut,  he  caketh 
the  father  end  the 
mother  of  the 
danilbh  and  them 
that,  were  with 
him,  and  enter* 
cth  in  uliere  the 
damftl  was  lying* 
4t  And  he  took 
the  dataifelbythe 
hand ,  and  frid 
tjnto  her,  Tdulu 
cumi;  which  i*, 
being  interpret¬ 
ed,  Dam&l,(  I  fty 
unto  thee,)  arili* 
4a  Andflraight* 
uay  the  damfel 
ande,  and  walk¬ 
ed;  for  ibe  was 
tf  ibt  agt  of  twelve 
year*  l  and 'they 
were  vltauifhcd 
vnth  1  great  afto- 
nilbmenu 

4J  And  he 
Aarpod  them 
ilraitly,  that  iw 
man  ihoold  know 
b ;  and  com  - 
m  mded  that 
l*rr»cthing  fbould 
be  given  her  to 
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damfej  to  be  prefenr,  who  were  moft  concerned  m  the 
affair,  (ver.  40.)  „ 

38-  And,  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  hdnfe,  he  found 
a  company  of  mourning  friends,  neighbours,  and  rela¬ 
tions,  gathered  together ;  and  feme  playing  difmal  tunes 
upon  mufical  inftruments,  (Mat.  ix. ,  13.)  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  ihofe  days  on  fuch  occafions,  (which  took 
its  rife  from  the  Heathens,  and  was  defignod  to  excite 
dolorous  paffions,)  with  weeping  and  bitter  lamentation 
for  the  death  of  this  young  perfon. 

39  But  Jefus,  obferving  this,faid,  'What  means  this 
tumultuous  noife  and  exceffive  lamentation  ?  The  young 
creature  is  not,  as  ye  imagine,  fo  dead  as  not  to  revive  ; 
hut  is  like  one  fallen  into  a  ftate  of  infe^  Ability  and  reft, 
out  of  which  fhe  fhsil  immediately  awake  again. 

40  At  this  their  mourning  was  turned  into  a  fcorn- 
ful  laughter,  as  if  he  talked  like  a. weak  or  delirious  per- 
Ion,  they  being  all  fully  fatisfied  that  flie  was  really 
dead;  Howercr,’  he,  taking  no  noriceof  their  jeers,  or¬ 
dered  the  room  where  the  young  virgin  lay  to  be  clear- 
ed  of  all  the  company  of  f corners  ;  and  thereupon  went 
into  it,  with  only  her  father  and  mother,  and  the  three 
difciples  before -mentioned! 

41  And,  in  the  prefence  of  all  .thefe,  he  went  up, 
and,  taking  hold  of  her  hand,  fpolce  to  her,  with  an  air 
of  divine  majefly  and  fovereign  authority,  in  words  of 
the  Syriac  language,  which  were  well  known  to  ftgnify, 
Young,  •woman*  drift. 

41  He  fpake,  and  it  was  done;  divine  power  wait 
forth  with  his  words;  and  immediately,  her  foul  re¬ 
turning  into  her  body,  fhe  got  up,  and,  to  fhew  that 
fhe  was  not  only  redored  to  life,  hut  ltkewife  to  perfect 
health  and  ftrength  in  tbatinftam,  (he  walked  about  the 
room ;  for  (he  was  fo  far  advanced  in  age  as  to  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  this,  being  about  twelve  years  old;  And  her 
parents,  being  eye-witneffes  of  all  this,  were  exceedingly 
affefted  with,  and  amazed  at,  the  greatnefs  of  fo  mira¬ 
culous  a  favour. 

43  Then,  having  ordered  them  to  give  her  proper 
food,  for  the  further  foftenance  of  that  life  which  he 
had  reftored,  to  fhew  that  fhe  flUl  retained  animal  na¬ 
ture  ;  he  ftri&ly  forbad  their  divulging  this  miracle,  that 
he  might  avoid  every  appearance  of  rain -glory,  might 
prevent  too  great  a  refort  of  .people  to  him,  and  might 
not  enrage  the  feribes  and  Pharifees  againft  him  ;  the 
time  for  his  death,  and  for  the  full  manifeftaiion  of  his 
glory,  being  not  yet  come* '  But  it  could  not  he  con¬ 
cealed;  (Mai.  ix.  26.) 


P  A  B  A- 
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rrc6ll  ecti  on  s. 

What  a  crarl  tyrant  is  Satan  ow  all  his  vaiEds !  how  tormenting  to  them,  and 
how  Lntwilling  to  quit  his  hold  of  them !  And  yet  how  uuable  to  iUrtl  before  the 
power  of  our  blriled  Lord,  whenever  be  conics  to  dethrone  him  i  The  Saviour’* 
companion  is  as  great  a*  the  devil’s  malice  is  implacnble;  and  yet  he  fo;r<limc* 
flitters  that  miJcbievous  enemy  of  mankind  to  exert  his  furious  rage  agamft  our 
pvrfeaa  or  property,  for  the  trial  of  not  lore  and  obedience,  or  for  the.  puni/h- 
ment  of  oar  iniquities.  But  how  great  U  their  wickednefs  and  folly  who  prefer 
any  fecular  intervfts-  to  him,  and  who  for  their  inordinate  hive  to  the  world  tie- 
fire  him  to  depart  from  them  (•  if  he  takes  them  at  their  word,  how  difcrrl  is  the 
confcqoencel  Hut  while  fojncntjt&  hun,  he  will-find  out  others  to  receive  him  I 
and  when  he  withdraws  from  his  own  people,  it  is  hut  for  a  fcaloiu  He  will  fure- 
ly  return  again,  -and  honour  thc  faitli  that  honours  him;  nod  uhatforver  difficol- 
ties  or  Infirmities  attend  their  triift  in  him,  he  is  ready  to  encourage  and  relieve  it. 
He  hcahby  bis  own  divine  power,  which  IV (ides  in  himfelf;  and  comforts  thofc 
whom  he  heats?  And'if  tils  mighty  act*  are  fumr times  to  be  only  the  urbfeQs  of 
private  admiration  and  praife:  yet  how  cheerfully  ffionk!  t!rfy  be  proclaimed, 
wiumever  it  may  be  mod  fcafonapk,  and  fubiervknt  to  his  own  and  hie  Father's 
gltiry,  and  to  the  good  of  others... 


C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Jefus  being  contemned  by  his  own  countrymen  for  the  meaxncft  of  his  pa~ 
rentage  y  works  but  few  miracles  among  them ,  I, — 6.  He  fends  forth 
twelve-  apojfles,  7,-13.  The  opinion  of  Herod  and  others  concern • 
ing  Aim,  14,-16.  The  cccafcn  and  manner  ef  John  the  Baptilt'r 
death ,  1 7,-29.  The  apcjiles  return  to  Jefiss ,  and  give  an  account 
tf  the  fuccefs  of  their  miui/lry%  30, — 34.  He  feeds  five  thoufand 
with  five  loaves  and  two  fijhe$t-  35,-44*  U'aiks  on- the  fea>  '45,— 
52.  And  heals  all  that  touch  hinty  53, — 56. 

Paraphrase. 

A.  mu.  from  ' \V"  ^  E  N  oor  had  wrought  the  forementioned 
t:\cace,  and  nme  miracles,  he  returned  to  the  city  of  Nazareth  in 

tnu,hi*o<racoon-  Galilee^  the  place  of  his  conception  and  education,  where 
dpfc»fofflo*hia"  man7  °f  his  acquaintance  and' relations  (till  re  tided;  and 
-  took  his  difeipks  along,  with  him  thither, 
s  And  whtu  2  And  there,  upon  the  fitft  return  of  the  fabbath,  he 
ewwi*lw  h£  repairing,  according  to  his  cuftom,  to  their  ltated  place 
nm id tach inthe  of  public  worlhip,  explained  the  law  and  die  prophets 
fymgoagnci  end  to  the  people,  and  difeourfed  about  the  things  of  his 
hn0i«fiei*«rtc£  kingdom ;  and  this  he  did  with  fuch  wifdom  and  au- 
oifiicd,  frying,  thority,.  that  many  of  them  were  exceedingly  amazed, 
from  jvbuwv  and  couldnot  forbear  difeovering  it,  faying.  Hew  is  it 
i*1?  *.hi*  ,m*‘j  poflible,  that  a  man  of  his  low  life  and  education  Ihnuld 
?hit  uTJos  is  preach  at  this  rate,  and  do  the  things  he  talks  of?  How 
this  which  is  *i*  fur pri  ling  is  it,  that  he  lliould  be  tnafter  of  fo  much 
that  vw  fab  knowledge. and  elocution,  and  that  fuch  remarkable  mi- 
mighty  »oifc*  are  racles  Ihould  be  performed  by  him  in  confii  mutton  of 

wrought  by  his  htS  doftrinc ! 

^!  Mt  ^  3  Is  he  not  the  fon  of  one  Jofephy  who  is  known  to 

3  1  the  ' 


4*3 

tJir  carpenler,  the 
fon  of  Mary,  the 
brother  of 
3nd  Jofei,  Sftd  of 
juri&and  Simon  ? 
and  kc  nut  hh 
fi^vi's  irti';  ‘A’Uii 
UF?  ,-nd  thcy  were 
*tii,nled  at  him. 


4  Rut  Jd’ilsCuii 
onto  thim  ,  A 
prophet  is  nor 
without  honour, 
but  In  hU  ou m 
country,  and  a- 
ftoug  hi*  o«n 
kin,  and  in  hii 
•vnhoufe.  * 


S  And  He  con  Id 
there  do  no  migh¬ 
ty  work,  favrttwt 
be  hid  his  hands 
upon  a  few  (ick 
fJk,  and  healed 
them. 


And  he  mar¬ 
velled  HeeWe  of 
their  .  oubdief  * 
And  he'  went 
roeinl  about  the 
vilhgci/cadiing. 

7  And  he  Call* 
cth  unto  him  the 
twelve,  and  be- 
gan  to  fend  thenr 
forth  by  two  and 
two ; 
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hare  been  only  a  poor  carpenter  in  this  town?  And  did 
not  he  himfelf,  for  many  years,  work  at  his  Father's 
trade  ?  (See  the  note  on  Luke  ii.  51.)  Was  not  Mary 
Iiis  mother?  Were  not  Janus  and  JeJes,  Judas  and  Si¬ 
mon,  ail  mean  and  obfeure  people,  his  chief  relations  ? 
And  are  not  fome  of  his  neareft  female  kindred  poor 
women,  who  are  ftill  living  in  low  circuiqftances  a- 
monglf  us  ?  (See  the  note  on  Mat.  xii.  46.  J  And  (heir 
,  prejudices  arofe  fo  high,  that  they  defpifed  him ;  and, 
difdaimng  to  be  his  difciples,  wereafhamed  to  own  him. 

4  But,  in  anfwer  to  their  offence  at  him  on  thefe  ac¬ 
counts,  Jefus  told  them,  that  a  fort  of  proverbial  flying 
was  then  plainly  verified  with  regard  to  him,  ids.  That 
a  teacher  fent  of  God  is  ordinarily  more  honoured  and 
heuer  received  among  fuch'  as  never  knew  him  before, 
than  amongft  his  own  townfmen  and  old  acquaintance, 
kindred  and  family,  who,  under  the  power  of  envy, 
are  apt  to  form  their  judgment- of  him,  not  hy  his  real 
worth  and  the  excellence  of  his  life  and  dottrinc,  hut 
by  worldly  confederations  of  his  perfon  'and  parentage, 
and  hy  the  meaner  appearances  he  formerly  made  in 
private  life. 

5  And  therefore,  tho’,  if  he  pleafed,  he  could  have 

worked  as  many  miracles  at  this  place  as  ar  any  ocher ; 
yet  he  had  no  ordinate  or  moral  power  for  it;  he  jud¬ 
ging  it  ahfolutdy  unfit  to  throw  away  his  miracles  upon 
thofe  whole  pbftmate  perverfenefi  would  turn  them  into 
arguments  of  greater  enmity  and  envy  againft  him,  as 
well  as  into  higher  aggravations  of  their  own  guilt  and 
condemnation,  ftevurthelefs  her  cured  a  few  lick  people 
that  were  hrought  to  him  and  had  faith  to  be  healed,  by 
only  laying  his  hands  upon  them;  which  was fufficient 
to  confirm  his  doctrine,  to  leave  that  people  without 
excufe,  and  to  {hew  them  what  greater  benefits  they  loft 
by  their  contempt  of  him.  '* 

6  Then,  he  removed  from  Nazareth,  like  one  greatly 
am&zed  at  their  obftinacy  in  rejetting  both  him  and 
their  own  mercy  merely  on  account  of  the  meannefs  of 
-his  family ;  and,  taking  a  circuit  through  other  pans  of 

GaHlee ,  he"  preached  in  all  the  little  country-towns  and 
villages  there,  where  he  had  been  lefs  known. 

7  About  this  time,  Jefus,  designing  by  degrees  to 
fptead  his  gofpel  in  feverai  places  where  he  could  not 
go  in  perfon  to  preach  it,  called  together  the  twelve, 
whom  he  before  had  chofen  to  be  bis  apofUes,  (chap, 
iii.  1,4,  &c.)  and  began  to  employ  them,  fending  them 
out  by  pails  to  preach  in  the  cities  of  Judea,  that  their 
teltimony  might  have  the  niore  weight,'  and  that  they 
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tium  *w  iwr  m'B^c  mutually  alfift  aitd  encourage  one  another  in' their 
uadeM^^rit^  11,0 r^  ;  And,  tof  the  confirmation  of  their  doftrine,  he 
conferred -upon  them  a  power  of  working  miracles,  *ven 
to  the  catting  of  devils  out  o£  poflefled  perfons, 

* -  ®»  9*. And  to  the  inftru&ions  which  he  g.ive  his  a- 

i£j  tiijj  pottles  about  the  do&rines  they  flioukl  preach,  he' added 
nothin;  for  tier  others  relating  to  their  behaviour  j  exprefsiy  ordering, 
itair'oal  ^no  t^at  ^ey  make  no  provifion  for  their  furtenance 

ftrip,°no  hrtid”  or  defence  in  their  journey ;  nor  incumber  themfelves 
no  money  in/irtr  with,  or  be  anxious  about,  victuals,  or  clothvs,  or  even 
PU»*Rit  it  (hod  mon<?  10  defray  tlwir  .expence ;  but  that  they  Ihould  fee 
with  Judds  %  out,  juft  as  they  were,  with*  pnly  one  walking  ftaff,  one 
ud  not  put  on  coat,  and  one  pair  of  Iboes  or  famlals  ;  thereby  intima- 
ting,  that. their  prefent  progrefs  would  be  but. /or  a  little 
while,  that  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,  that  God 
would  raife  them  friends  in  his  providence  for  all  need¬ 
ful  fupplies,  and  that  they  were  to  live  by  faith  upon 
him  for  it. 


ia  And  he  Hud  io  He  likewife  fuid  to  them,  Whenever  ye  go  into 

umo  them,  in  any  city  or  town  to  preach  my  gofpcl,  and  (hall  meet 
re  auer  into  ux  Wltil  an  agreeable  family  that  is  willing  to  hear  yonr 
hoo*, rKcrr^buk  words  and  give  you  proper  entertainment}  fix  your 
ihlriS1***0111  4uartcrs  there,  without  frifring  them,  till  ye  leave  its 
p  "  neighbourhood|  that  ye  may  not  put  any  damp  upon  the 
affection  of  your  friends,  nor  feem  to  oe  whim  £  cal,  or 
to  want  to  pamper  jenfual  appetites* 
vi  And-  *Nv  it  And  if  ye  go  to  any  place  where  the  people  will 
fo«w  fbdU  not  neither  admit  you  into  their  houfa,  nor  regard  the  mef- 
Sw^you^whM  ^a8c  folvat*on  w^h  which  I  fend  you,  withdraw  from 
ye  depart ’thence,  thence  to  Tome  other  town}  and,  at  your  departure 
ibtie  off  the  duft  from  them*  {hake  off  the  "dull  of  your  feet,  as  a  figuai 
the  abhorrence  which  God  and  ye  yourfelves  have  of 
gvoftchem*  Vc-  their  provcjcing  obftinacy  and  infidelity,  and  as  an  in- 
rily  l  %  uow  'ti  mat  ion  that  they  deferve  to  be  trodden  under  foot,  and 
row  tolerable  for  that  Ye  take  no  further  pains  with  them,  but  leave 
Sodom  and  Go-  them  to  bis  ft  rift  and  righteous  judgment:  (See  the 
mornhmtheday  m  Lukeix*  <*)  I  afluredly  tell  you,  that  the  puniflr* 
fortuity!1  D  naoitof  the  Sauers  in  fuch  a  town  or  city  frail  be  more 
abundantly  fevere,  ia  the  great  day  of  account,  than 
that  which  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  fuffered  when  God  rain* 


ed  fire  and  brimftone  from  heaven  upon  them  to  con- 
fiime  them,  or  than  that  which  the  wicked  inhabitants 
of  thofc  ancient  cities  'frail  fuffer  at  the  final  judgment ; 
in  as  much  as  thefc  fin  aguinft  greater  light,  and  mercies, 
and  obligations,  than  they  did, 

ix  And  t bey  iz  With  thefe  directions  and  powers  the  apoftles 
cot  »nd  (rent  forth,  two  and  two,  to  execute  their  Lord's  com- 
*nach'  million}  and,  wherever  they  came,  they  preached  upon 

ilu 
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rr«cW  ,  that  the  nature,  the  neceflity,  and  the  motives  of- repentance, 
peu". lt0Ul<1  re"  w*^1  reference  to,  and  by  arguments  taken  from,  the 
bleffings  of  the  Mdfiiab’s  kingdom,  which  was  juft  ready 
to  appear  among  them. 

i)  And  th^y  13  And,  to  prove  the  divine  authority  oftbeir  com- 
ri'tout  many  de  million,  they  call  wit  great  nnmbers.of  devils  in  Chrift’s 
ed  wUh oUmuy  name>  aPd  miraculoufly  cared  many  perfons  that  were 
thtt  were  fick,  afflicted  with  various  kinds  of  difeafes,  ufing  only  a- 
hik!  healed  tit*,  nointing  with  oil,  as  an  external  fymbol,  and  as  an  or¬ 
dinance  for  the  faith  of  them  that  were  healed  \ . 

14  And  king  ?4  The  apoftles  doing  alt  thefe  things  in  the  name 
Hmid  hord  #7  6f  Jefus,  fpread  his  fame  with  increafing  honour,  tin  at 
name  was  Spread  ^ength  it  reached  the  can  of  Hind  the  tetrarch  ;  {fee 
sUroad:)  and  he  the  note  on  Mat.  xiv.  i.) :  And  when  he  came  to  hear 
nJ ‘hat  John  0f  (he  mighty  works  that  vrtre  done  by  Jefus  and  by  his 
riftn  Uom  th«  difciples,  ae  was  (truck  with  great  farprife  and  terror, 
tied,  ami  there*  faying,  under  a  conlciotrfhtfs  of  guilt.  Surely  this  is 
jjuemiglayw^rkj  ^hat  great  prnphetand  holy  man  John  thcBaptiji ,  whom 
theniwlw  °  in  I  wickedly  put  to  death,  and  whom  God  lias  righteoufly 
tin.  reftored  toJife;  and  therefore  thefe  wonderful  works 

are  wrought  by  him,  to  prove  his  innocence  and  his 
divine  miffion,  and  to  bring  vengeance  upon  me  for 
beheading  him. 

t$Othcre&id)  15  Others  had  different  opinions  about  him:  Some 
That  it  it  Elia*,  fuppafed  him  to  be  Elijah  the  Tijbhite,  whom  the  Jews, 
Timh^S”  6*<i’  by  a'miftakefv  notion. of  a  prophecy  in  Malachi 

phe£  or* Jt  ^  iv.  5.  eipe&ed  to  appear  juft  before  the  coming  of  the 
«f  dw  prophets.  Mefliah ;  others  took  him  to  be  one  of  the  ancient  pro¬ 
phets,  raifed  again  from  the. dead;  and  others  thought 
he  was  feme  new  prophet  fern  of  God,  like  tbofeofold. 

But  when  He.  1 6  But,  whatfbever  were  their  various  cOnje&ures 

f?1*!)#  ftid  conceni*n?  him,  Herod,  whofe  guilty  coofcicnce  need- 
id,,,  wlioni  1  he-  ed  no  accufer,  could  not  be  "beat  out  of  it,  but  that  John 
beaded ;  h«  is  ri-  phe  Bnptifi,  whom  he  had  murdered,  was  railed  from 
(euircmt  he  dead.  ti,e  ^cad,  and  that  it  was  he  who  appeared  with  fo  much 
reputation  and  power  among  the  people. 

iy  For  Herod  17  For  Herod,  a  good  While  before  this,  (fee  the 
himfeif  had  j«it  note  on  Mat.  xiv.  6.)  had  ordered  John  to  be  taken  up, 
jroVd  ujxm  John,'  committed  to  jail,  and  loaded' With  iroi^,  till  at  length 
and  bound  him  he  put  him  to  death  ;  all  which  was  done,  in  a  way  of 
in  prifon  for  He-  revenge  upon  him,  for  the  cenfure  he  had  palled  upon 
^  Hen id’s 


NOTE. 


f  Anointing  with  oil  was  nfed  by  the  aj» 
not  as  mean*  of  baling;  for  then  the 
ewes  would  not  have  been  miraculous*  ft* 
thtfe  evidently  were :  But  oil  bdnga  known 
Symbol  of  health  and  ]ny,  the  upddlr;  ufed 
ii  in  the  &/  ibt  L&rdt  (Jaw*  v.  14,)  at 
in  ei^iL'.ul  dsn  of  what  he  wcaiM  do,  in 
tbit,  ti  ecrtaijily^f  iirtir  l-udtc*  were  iiLuini* 


eH  with  it*  their  health-  fcorid  be  reftored  : 
And  this  Ihews  the  vanity  of  Ptpjjb  ptreten- 
ors  to  1  he  ftcramem  pf  extreme  mtfwtt  which 
they  ale  for  ihc  rcmUCan  of  the  tins  of  dy¬ 
ing  perfrus,  that  their  fool*  may  be  fuved  to 
the  world  they  arc  {pi  tag  to ;  whereas  the  a* 
poftU*  ufed  it  only  ai  a  Signal 
tilt  iidt  t-j  hcJih. 


C'h.  vi. 

rodta*  fake,  bU 
brother*  Philip''* 
vrife;  forlMlpd 
married  her. 

if  For  Joint 
had  find  unto  He-  ' 
tw ttUDQCbw- 
ful  foe.  tboe  to 
have  thy  too* 
tWs  wife.  - 

if  Therefore 
Ifmiluv  had  t 

quarrel  again  ft 
Ikim,  and  tvootd: 
have  killed  htm, 
but  fhecoqld  not* 

ao  F»  Hfr 
rod  fared  John, 
knowing  that  he 
wu  1  juft  mm* 
and  an  holy,  and 
ob&rvtd  tutu  .and* 
when  he  heard 
huo,  he  did  many 
thingi^aud  heard 
him  gladly* 


11  And  when 
a  CMveskat  day 
wav  come,  that 

Hood  on  his 
birth* day  Aide 
a  fhppcr  to  his 
lords*  high  tqw 
taioij  ud  chkf 
cUace*  of  Oati* 
ttt:  ■  i 

ii  And  vhen 
the  daughter  of 
the  Aid  Heredia* 
came  in ,  ud 
danced,  and  pica* 
fed  Herod*  and 
them  that  far  with 
him  ;  the  king 

laid  unto thcdaivi- 
fel*  Aik  of  AT 
whaifottcr  them 
wilt^end  I  «3J 
give  it  tbet. 

ay  Aod,  he 
fware  onto  her* 
Whttfomi1  thou 
ft all  a&  of  me,  1 
will  give  i/  thqc, 
mito  die  half  of 
;ny  kingdom* 
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Herod s  incestuous  marriage  with  Herodiat  his  own  bro¬ 
ther  Philip's  wife. 

(S' For  had  plainly  and  freely  told  him*  that  it 
was  abfoluteiy  unlawful  for  him  to  take  away  his  bro¬ 
ther's  wife;  and  to  make  her  his  own,  as  he  had  donej 
PbiBp  hichfdf  not  being  then  dead,  and  having  had  chil¬ 
dren  by  her.  (See  the  reference  in  Mat.  iiv,  *4.) 

19  Herodias  was  fb  highly  incenfed  againft  John  for 
this,  that  (be  prevailed  upon  Herod  fo  far  to  gratify  bis 
own  and  her  refentments  as  to  clap  him  up  in  prifan, 
but  could  not  get  him  to  yield  to  her  further  defire  and 
fbliduttons  for  putting  him  to  death. 

20  For  how  willing  foever  he  might  be  to  pi  cafe  her, 
and  get  rid  of  John,  be  durft  not  venture  upon  fuch  a 
bold  Itroke,  not  only  becaufe  it  might  too  much  incenfe 
the  people,  who  'univerfelly  admired  John  as  an  holy 
mefienger  from  God;  but  like  wife  becaufe  his  own  con¬ 
ference  reftrained  him :  For,  from  what  he  himfelf  knew 
of  Johity  be  conld  not  but  look  opon  him,  and  have  a 
fecret  veneration  for  him,  as  at  leaft  an  honeft,  pious, 
good  man ;  and  at  timee  he  had  heard  him  preach  with 
a  great  deal  of  pleafure,  and  had  been  fo  for  influenced 
by  it  as  to  comply  with  many  duties  which  he  inculca¬ 
ted,  though,  his  bean  not  being  effectually  changed, 
be  would  by  no  means  yield  to  his  advice  in  a  cafe  that 
lay  fb  direaly  contrary  to  his  own  lulls. 

21  Howarer,  Herodias ,  keeping  this  point  ftill  in 
view,  found  at  length  a  fuitable  opportunity  to  bring 
about  her  barbarous  defign  in  the  following  manner : 
Upon  the  return -of  Herod’s  hirth-day,  he,  according  to 
the  ancient  .cuftam  of.  eaftem  kings,  celebrated  ir  with 
leading  and  public  rejoicings;  at  which  were  prefent 
the  nobility,  the  chief  officeis  of  the  army,  and  the 

1  principal  magiftrates  and  counfellors  of  OaHhe, 

22  And,  on  this  jovial  occafion,  the  daugbter-of  this 
fame-  Herodias ,  whom  fhe  had  by  her  hufoand  Philip', 
came  into  the  room,  and  danced  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
was  extremely  diverting  to  the  king  and  all  his-gudls  ; 
and,  being  in  a  merry,  mood,  he  fpoke  to  the  young 
mifs,  faying,  1  am  fo  exceedingly  pleafed  with  you, 
that  I  mull  have  you  alk  forae  favour  of  me;  and,  what¬ 
ever  it  be,.  1  promife  you,  before  all  this  company,  it 
ihatl-be  granted, 

23  And  Hill  further  to  encourage  her,  and  to  a  flu  re 
her  that  he  was  in  cam  eft,  he  bound  his  promilc  with 
a  rafti  oath  to-  this  effect  Whacfoever  your  requeft  may 
be,  I  will  certainly  fulfil  ir,  even  to  the  value  of  oue 
half  of  my  dominions. 

2j  Upon 
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*4  Arul  foe  went 
frrth,.  ami  Paid 
vnt**  Ker  nmikr, 
>*l»l  foil!  t  aflt  ? 
A»J  ihe  fold,  The 
he  li  catl  of  John 
the  flajJtiA* 

15  And fht came 
in  lfr-aightwiy 
with  halte  uiuo 
the  kin gj  and  aJk- 
cda  faying*  T  will 
that  thow  give  me 
liy  and  hy  in  a 
charger,  the  head 
of  Jwu  the  J«p- 
tift- 

itf  And  the 
king  waa  cxCwCd^ 
in*  Imry;  for 
hU  o-ith^s 
2jid  for  their 
fukes  whk’h  tiit 
vhh  him  ,  Itc 
would  ni/i  rfjed 
her* 


1 7  And  imme¬ 
diately  the  king 
Jent  aii  eaeeu  * 
t:onerY  and  com¬ 
manded  his  head 
to  be  brought ; 
and  he  went  and 
beheaded  him  iu 
the  pnfnn, 

18  And  brought 
hif  head  ip  act  w  Is- 
prr,  and  £av*  i'r 
to  the  damiy  : 
and-  l he' L  damftl 
epiixitto  her  mo¬ 
ther. 

ip  And  when 
hudifriplc*  heard 

p f  iyf  they  came 
arut  took  up  his 
cnrpfe,  and  laid 
it  in  ^  tomb. 

30  And  the  a- 
poflles  gathered 
ihemicl^o:  lo^e* 
ther  unto  [eCns 
and  inM  him  all 
things,  both  what 
they  lud  done, 
and  *hat  rhty  had 
taught* 
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.  24  Upon  this,  the  young  Creature,  not  knowing  what 
to  fay,  went  but  of  the  company  to  her  mother,  and  de- 
fired  that  fhc  would  pleafe  to  telLher  what  Oie'had  heft 
aik  of  the  king;  ami  her  mother,  Ending  (he  had  now 
an  opportunity  to  glut  her  cruel  revenge,,  ordered  her 
to  beg  the  head  of  John  the  BaptiJI. 

25  Accordingly  the, daughter  immediately  returned, 
and  prefeuted  her  petition  to  Herod  the  king,  faying. 
Encouraged  by  your  majefty’s  promife  and  oath,  the 
favour  1  hare  to  aik  is,  That  you  would  gracioufly  con* 
defeend  now  without  delay,  to  prefent  me  with  the  bead 
of  John  the,  Baptiflt  commanding  it  to  be  (erred  up  to 
me  in  a  difli. 

26  This  was  fucb  a  (hocking  fequeft,  efpecially  at  a 
birth-night  feaft,  as  the  king  little  expe&edj.  and  he 
was  extremely  troubled  at  hearing  it :  However,  having 
lb  publicly  fworn  to  grant  any  petition  die  (liould  pre¬ 
fen  t,  and  being  adiamed  to  appear  before  the  whole 
court,  either  ra(h  in  making,  or  fickle  and  inconAant 
in  not  performing,  his  promife  and  oath,  he  would  not 
revoke  them  by  rejc£Hng  her;  but  rather  chofe  to  vio¬ 
late  conference,  together  with  all  principles  of  true  ho¬ 
nour,  riglneoufnels,  and  goodncls,  and  even  of  huma¬ 
nity  itfelf,  than  be  expofed  to  the  contempt  of  pet(bn$, 
wbofe  applaufe  was  really  a  reproach. 

27*  28.  And  therefore,  under  the  power  of  the  vileft 
paflions,  be,  like  a  nierdlds,  arbitrary  tyrant,  ordered 
an  officer  to  go  direiftly'to  the  prifon  where  John  was 
confined,  and  to  cut  off  his  head. and  brLng.  it  away 
forthwith:  The  officer  accordingly  went,  in  obedience 
to  his  Lord’s  unjuft  and  abfoliite  will,  and  took  off  this 
holy  man’s  head}  and,  bringing  it  .in  a  difh,  prefented 
it  to  ;he  young  woman;  and  (lie  immediately  carried  it 
to  her  mother,  who  triumphed  in  her  barbarous  fpite, 
and  fcafted  her  eves-  with  the  horrid  fpe&aclc. 

29  And  when  Jehu's  difciples  heard  of  this  tragical 
death,  they  came  and  obtained  leave  to  difpofe  of  their 
mafter’s  body,,  which  was  left  in  prifon  without  its  bead ; 
and  honourably  buried  it  in  a  fepulchre,  to  teftify  their 
great  refpedt  to  him,  who  had  fuffered  fuch  public  in¬ 
jury  and  difgracc. 

30  Now,  to  return  from  this  digrelEon ;  In  a  little 
time  the  twelve  apoftles,  having  executed  tbeir  prefent 
com  million,  by  publiffiiug  the  gofpcl  in  the  towels  and 
cities  of  Judea ,  came  hack  again  to  Jefus,  and  gave 
him  a  particular  account,  as  every  one  muft  for  himfelf 
at  the  great  day,  of  all  *that  they  refpe&ivejy  bad  (aid 
and  done  tn  the  fevtial  places  where  they  bad  been,  and 

of 


Ch*  vh 


ji  And  he  fati 
Unto  chtu,  Come 
>c  youriclrt*  *- 
part  ifito  i  ddart 
place,  end  r*tt  m 
while:  far  choc 


nun;  cq* 
iuin£  and  going, 
end  ihey  had  on 
Lsiiortfo  much  as 
to  cat* 

31  And  they 
departed  into  a 
drilirt  place  by 
Jhip  privately* 

33  And  the 
people  few  them 
departing  ,  and. 
many  hnew  him, 
and  -  ran  a* foot 
thither  out  of  all 
ckici,  and  out* 
went  thtuij  and 
Came  together  on¬ 
to  him* 

34  Addjefu;, 
when  he  came 
out,  £kw  much 
people,  and.  was 
moved  with  tom- 
palfiofl  toward 
them  ,  bccaufo 
they  were**  fheep 
not  having  a  (hep- 
herd :  and  he  trt- 
ginto  tcathtbem 
many  dungs* 


33  And  when 
the  day  wit  now 
far  fpent,  hu  dif* 
ripla  came  onto 
him,  mod  Taid, 
This  is  a  deJart 
place,  mod  now 
the  time  u  far 
pafleff: 

3d  Send  them 
away,  that  they 
may  go  into  the 
conorry  rdund  i* 
hotat,  and  into  the 
village*,  and  boy 
them&lves  bread  t 
for  they  have  no¬ 
thing  to  eau 
If  HcanfWtr* 
ed,  arid  hid  un¬ 
til  them,  Give  ye 
them  to  cat.  And 
they 
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of  what  fuccefe  they  had  met  with  in  their  preaching* 

31  And,  after  they  had  made  their  report,  he  or* 
dered  them  to  retire  with  him,  apart  from  other  com¬ 
pany,  into  a  certain  (blitary  ptadc,  that  be  might  grve 
them  further  inftruAion,  and  that  they  might  reft  and 
refreftt  themfelres-  for  a  little  time'  after  their  late  fa¬ 
tigue  ;  for  finch  crowds  of  people  reforted  to  him  where 
he  then  was,  that  they  could  hardly  get  time  enough  to 
eat  their  neceftary  food. 

32  Accordingly  they  got  into  a  boat,  which  lay  In 
the  take  of  Getmefanth\  and,  putting  oft',  they  landed 
in  as  private  a  manner  as  poffihlc  at  a  defart  part  of 
the  country,  near  the  city  of  Bethfaida,  (Luke  ix.  to.) 

33  But  when  the  people  faw  them  making  ofF,  and 
obfetved  which  way  they  ftfccfed  their  courfe,  many  of 
them  who  knew  Jefus,  and  guefted  whither  he  was  going, 
fetched  a  compafs  by  land,  and  made  fuch  hafte,  that 
they  got  to  the  place  to  which  the  vefiel  was  bound  be¬ 
fore  he  came  athore  j  and  many  others,  having  heard 
where  he  was,  went  out  of  adjacent  towns  and  cities  to 
meet  him. 

34  When  Jefus  therefore  came  out  of  the  boar*  ha 
found  a  vaft  multitude  waiting  for  his  arrival:  And 
tho’  they  thereby  prevented  his  defirable  retirement  with 
the  apo  files}  he,  according  to  tbe'greatncta  of  his  merey,  - 
as  kindly  received  them  as  ufual,  and  took  companion 
upon  them,  becaufe  he  knew  their  ignorance,  wants, 
'and  dangers,  and  that  many  of  them  were  as  (beep  de- 
Grous  of  fpirituai  food  and  guidance,  but  had  no  faithful 
and  able  teachers  among  the  feribet  and  Phariftci  to  in- 
Arad  them ;  and  therefore  he  fee  himfelf  to  acquaint 
them  with  many  things  relating  to  his  kingdom  of  grace 
and  glory,  and  healed  fuch  lick  perfons  as  were  brought 
to  him,  {Luke  is,  it.) 

35  And  when  he  bad  taken  up  fo  much  time  in  thefe 
kind  offices  that  the  evening  drew  on  apace,  the  apofUes 
came  up  to  him,  and  taking  notice  that  they  were  in  a 
ionefome  uninhabited  part  of  the  country,  add  that  day¬ 
light  would  quickly  he  (hut  in, 

36  They  deftred  that  he  wotild  be  pleafed  to  difmif9 
tbe  multitude  before  it  grew  dark  ;  and  order  them  tb 

S  ro  the  neared  towns  and  villages,  to  provide  theat¬ 
res  vi&ttals,  as  well  as  lodging,  becaufe  they  had  no 
food  to  refrefh  them; 

37  Our  Lord  replied,  What  need  is  there  for  that  ? 
and,  for  rhe  trial  of  their  faith,  faid.  Give  ye  them 
fomethirtg  for  their  fuftenance,  that  they  may  not  faint 
by  the  way.  But  the  difciples,  in  (lead  of  locking  to 
Vot.I.  t  S  him, 
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tficy  fty  unto  him,  ami  truftirtg  in  him,  to  inabJe  them  to  do  wh  it 
aoiLuviwo'i'^  commanded,  anf-vered  with  fnrprife,  How  t«  it  pof- 
rfml  ‘  pvoQy  -  fihlc  that  we  (hould  fuppfy  fuch  a  prodigious  multitude 
worth  of  bread,  33  this  ?  Where  fhould  we  get  provifion,  or  find  money 
*^gi«  tlirur w  gu^vrjj.to  buy  it  for  them,  which,  to  fay  the  leaii, 
would  coil  two.  hundred  pence  f,  if  we  were  Only  to 
:  give  every  one  of  them  a  little. 

33  38  Hereupon  he  laid  unto  them, -Go  and  fee  what 

o( food  y«  ^ve  among  you:  And,  when  they 
g*  and  fee*  bud  made  inquiry,  According  to  h is  order,  they  returned 
And  when  they  and  tokt  him,  that  they  had  only  five  barlev-lotves,  and 
two  faaaH  fifhes ;  which  were  next  to  nothing  /oLiatis* 
ti,  *  fying  the  hanger  of  to  many*  (John  vi.  9.) 

3?  And  he  39  Then,  having  bid  them  bring  thefe  loaves  and 
£nnmistAd«fUhm  ftfhcs  to  him,  he,  like  the  Matter  of  the  family,  ordered 
do^n  by  cwnpi-  bis  difciples  to  rcll  thewholt;  multitude,  that  he  would 
nirfi  ppon  the  have  th-m  lit  down  on  the  green  fward,  in  diftlnft  ro  ns, 
gr^ugc/ft*  as  might  be  moftcomenieitfforreceivingthe  entertain¬ 
ment  be  was  about  to  give  them, 

40  Xmf  they  40  Accordingly  the  people,  without  going  into  the 
frd^wmnrarTkf,  unbelieving  queftion,  How  can  he  fumifh  a  table  in  rhe 
\y  fihku  '  ^  iriMemef* }  readily  feated  tbcmfelvcs  in  ranks  which 

confided  of  fifty  pet  Ions  otic  way,  and  an  hundred  the 
other*  .  * 

41  And  »hrft  41  And  when  they  were  thus  placed,  he  took  the 
bOwl  taken  the  five  loaves  and  two  ftlhea,  and  looking  up  to  heaven 

vAh  Src3t  foicmn|ty>  «  bJcfling  upon  the  food, 
hiokcijiipto  htt-  giving  thanks  to  his  heavenly  Father  tor  kf  according 
10  ^  cu^otn  at  ordinary  ijncibf-  (Seethe  note  on  Mat* 
^  *1Vm  Then  he  broke  the  bread,  and  delivered  it  to- 
tkw  ro  hnetuci^  gccher.wtth  tbe  fiih,  his  pwn  creating  power' at  the  fame 
^  f!ttid **(!«  t>raemuWpIyingtheliort,  tobc  dfftrihaied  chrougbthe 
Jwfiih«d:vi<ted  dtfcrptee  bands  among  the  fereral  ranks *  thereby  pro* 
kmong  (htm  curing  refpe£l  to  them fron*. the  people ;  and  intimating, 
^  that  fpirhual  tycffiiigfl'  (fraruM  be  ordinarily  eommimi- 

cited,  not  in  an  immediate,  but  in  a  mediate  way,  by 
the  muuftrationa  of  his  favamss 

_  42  And 


»  o  T  ,*  & 

f  This  _tw«  i  roHiwi  fuwt  often,  fays  Dr  chern  wkh  er^ki(in,en<ltTie  forvl  anight  he 
Lizbpvft  in  the  mouths  of  the  JInpj  ;  and  eoitAnMlotijijr  diftritmod  them*  thy 

reckoning  theif  penny  at  fnrcnj>ciTC^halr-  it  the  fitfie  fimi;  havmg  the  fairert  tpportu- 
prnAy  of  war  niorwv,  \%  amounted  to  fr  mty  of  hearing  ChrMt*  aatrifairg  iluu  rhrre 
p»dii<b  (we  ftnHingiJrcr  lings  «»  no  found  in  bis-.otaiugctacm  of  the  mir*> 

1  They  feem  to  have  b**n  placett,  rtt  iff  de  iff  the  front*  And  fh«  pbinJy  mon- 
fepar^te  cnnip^ue*  of  fifty  or  an  hifndrri  a-  eife*  iht  neenflrtr  hert  pvtn  <*rfh  that  in 
nitsoe,  as  U  m^re  general?  thought,  1>«  all  'LmktU*  if*  whert  it  is  Cdd,  ihtyaUCu 

In  one  company,  like  lbldim*4trrank  doin  >y  fiftier  in  a  camp* ny  :  >ort  aewd- 

andfilc,  either  an  hundred  m  length  and  fif-  ing  to  th h  mrthud,  every  nhe  iat  in  a  rarik 
fy  in  depth,  or  fifty  in  length  add  a»  hundred  of  Sfty.  as  well  ar  nf  an  hundred,,  eitlier  in 
liv depth,  wliidt  made  extft ly  five  thmifimd,  dtjnh  ^  JvnrftK  S«  Pirw'j  fi hh  diJtrti- 
tOjj|»:cnMi»^nlu*r  tkm,  anotjtcdto  ih« 


Ch. 

41  And  ehey 
did  ‘ill  cat,  and 
were  filled. 


43  And  (htf 
Wok  qp.  twelve 
bafhtta  .  fail  of 
the  fragment* , 
and  of  tbffflbct,* 


44  And  IhAf 
that  did  cat  of  the 
kn?ev,  wofc  ^ 
bout  fin  Lhou- 
fad  men. 


4  y  And  fi  flight- 
way  J  he  coir  - 
drained  bai  difd- 
pl«  to  get  into 
the  Chip,  and  to 
go  to  the  other 
fed*  before  onto 
Beth&kU,  while 
he  lent  away  the 
people. 

4 6  And  wbtn 
he  had  ft fat  them 
iwaj,  he  depart¬ 
ed  loto  i  moon* 
tain  to  pray* 

4T  And  #hen 
era  wm  come, 
the  frfp  ,  was  in 
the  mUH  of  the 
fa,  aod  he  done 
6ti  the  lend. 

48  Addhe&w 
them  toiling  in 
rowing;  (for  the 
wind  wtf  contra¬ 
ry  onto  them  i) 
and  shoot  '  the 
fourth  watch  of 
the  night,  he  cd» 
jnah  Onto  them, 
walking  upon  the 
fa,  and  wotiU 
have  pallid  by 
them. 
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42  And  the  a  pottles  having  obferred  their  fjord’s  or* 
der  in  diftributirtg  the  food  among  the  people,  juft  as 
they  received  It  from  him  }  every  one  of  this  vWt  mul* 
titode  ear,  till  hie  was  fully  fattened.' 

43  And,  after  all,  there  was  fo  much  to  fpare,  that 
the  di Triples  gathered  together  as  many  feraps  of  the 
broken  bread  arid  fi(h  as  filled  twelve,  bafleeta,  which 
were  referred  for  after  ■  oft,  that  nothing  might  be  waftedi 
So  Wonderful  Was  the  power  of  Chrift  to  incteafo  thry 
fmall  pittance,  the  remainder  of  which  was  more  than 
the  firft  ptovifion  1  (See  the  note  on  Mat.  xiv.  20J.) 

44  And  yet  the  number  of  thofe  who  had  thus  eat 
to  the  full,  was  about  five  thoiifand  itten,  which  were 
as  many  thoufands  as  there  were  tingle  loaves,  be  Tides 
the  wotnen  and  children  that  were  prefent  arid  partook- 
with  them-  {Mai.  xiv.  n.) 

45  Then,  as  Toon  as  all' this  was  difpatched,  our 
blefled  Lord  infilled  that  his  di Triples,  though  much  a- 
gainft  their  oWn  inclination,  Thorid  go  into  the  boat  by 
themfelres,  and  pals  over  the  lake  of  Gennefareth  toward 
Bethfaxda y  leaving  him  behind  to  difmifs  the  people  he* 
fore  it  mould  be  quite  dark,  and  thereby  prevent  their 
deligri,  which  the  difciplcs  themfelves  wdre  but  too  likely 
to  fall  in  with,  of  forcing  him  to  attirne  the  character 
of  a  temporal  king.  (See  the  note  oh  John,  vi.15.) 

.  46  And  when  he  had  prevailed  with  the  multitude 
to  depart,  he,  according  to  his  frequent  cuftom,  went 
up  an  hill,  for  better  retirement,  io  Tpend  Tome  time  in 
fecret  prayeri 

47  In  the  mean  while,  the  latter  evening  came  on, 
which,  according  to  the  Jev/ijb  way  of  reckoning,  is 
after  fun-fet,  (Tec  the  note  on  Mat,  tcm.  20.)  ;■  and  the 
difeiptes  in  thg  boat  were  got  to  the  midft  of  the  lake,  . 
Jefos  hitnfelf  continuing  ftill  alone  oil  the  .land. 

48  Then'  the  wind  riling  on  a  Hidden,  and  blowing 
full  in  their  teeth,  caufed  the  water  to  be  exceeding 
rough  and  dangerous ;  arid  JeTus  faw  them  totted  about 
with  forging  waves,  and  labouring  hard  to  row  againft 
the  ftrong  gale.  However,'  he  fuffered  them,  for  the 
trial  of  their  faith  and  patience,  to  remalu  in  great  ex* 
treraity,till  it  began  to  be!  morning,  (fee  the  note  on 
Mat.  riv.  ij.)  j  at  which  time  he  Went  toward  them, 
walking  as  readily  upon  the  fdrface  of  the  rolling  floods 
as  if  they  had  heal  dry  ground,  according  to  what  is 
fold  of  the  great  Grid,  that  he  treads  vpon  the  vtdves  of 
tbe/edt  (Job  1*.  8.):  And,  by  the  manner  of. his  pro¬ 
gress,  it  feemed  to  the  difciplcs  as  if  he  intended  to  have 
gtohe  by  them. 

S  2  4 p,  50-  Cut 
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49  But  whm  49,  50.  But  their  fears  were  greatly  alarmed',  when 
w^kingtspon the  Ti,ey  difeerned  one  in  human  fhape  walking  upon  the 
in^thevAipHc*)  water,  they  imagining  that  it  wan  an  apparition  ;  upon 
i:  had  be™  «  fpi-  which  they  flirieked  out  in  great  forprife  ;  for  there  was 
rft  jo^jr^nity  enough  for  them  to  difeem  fomenting  of  bis  form, 

»U  raw  him.  and  and  they  were  terribly  frighted  :  But,  as  our  extremity 
w«™  rnwhlrti.)  jB  God's  opportunity,  and  when  fears  are  Higheftdeli- 
l^’hl  laifcrcUvUh  verance  is  often  neared,  the  cotnpadionate  Saviour,  who 
item,  and  faith  waited  to  be  gracious,  immediately  (poke  to  them  in  his 
unto  them,  Bcof  ufuaf  free  and  friendly  manner,  faying.  It  is  I,  youi 
fj'berwVnald.1*  Lord  and  Maftcr,  who  am  come  for  your  relief}  take 
*  jc  And  he  courage,  rejoice  in  my  prefence  and  in  my  falvation ; 
np  onto  jet  no  further  fears  did  refs  you. 

Shfp1;  and  the  51  And,  having  thus  laid  the  florm  within  thdrown 
wind  ee«f«l !  and  minds,  he  went  into  the  boat  to  them,  and  inftantly  the 
mwd^n  rfi*in-  vrind  and  waves  funk  into  a  perfe&  calm  $  at  all  which 
!ti™s  ‘"beyond  they  were  exceedingly  flruck  with  awful  wonder  and  a- 
nurafure  ,  sud  ttoniftmenr,  as  if  he  bad  even  otatdone  himfelf. 
wadered.^  ^  52  For  though  they  had  but  tbe  day  before  fecn  the 

considered  nJubt  Xmazing  miracle  by  which  he  fed  five  thoilfand  men, 
tirade  of  the  beCdes  women,  and  children,'  with  fo  fmall  a  quantity 
bmTwirhSS*  of  bread  and  filhes,  (ver.  44.);  yet  they  were  fo  "dull  of 
underilanding,  and  flow  of  heart  to  believe,  that  they 
j  j  And  when  did.  not  refleft  upon  the  plain  demonftration  which  he 
then,  as  well  as  at  feveral  other  times,  had  given  of  hi* 
r^£Tof  etirna!  power  and  Godhead. 

Gennefarei,  and  53  Jcfos  being  now  with  the  difciples  in  the  boat,  it 
And  whin  ^00‘1  drived  *t  the  port  it  was  boond  for;  where,  having 
they  were  come  eroded  over  the  lake,  they  went  alhore,  not  far  from 
out  of  the  (hip,  Capernaum,  (John  vi.  tv*}  in  the  country  of  Genne/areth , 
*'«J ^  which  gave  name  to  this  lake, 
ss  And  ran  54  And  as  foon  as  they  were  landed,  tbe  inhabitants 
through  thM  0f  that  neighbourhood  knew  him  to  be  Jefns,  wbofc 
round  *bom?\7td  *?mc  Wa3  raifed  amtyig  them  by  what  he  had  formerly 
began  ijcariy  a-  done  thereabouts,  (Afif..viii. 

bout  in  hedethob  j-  Upon  this,  they  ran  from -place  to  place,  to  fpread 
whlrt  thcy  bard  w^kes  in  all  thole  parts,  that  the  great  PhyCcian  of 
he  ww.  foul  and  body  was  come  timber ;  10  that  multitudes 

s*  And  *W-  continually  flocked  to  him,  bringing  with  them  lick  per- 
tered,  into  «HU-  »on6  in  their  beds,  that  they  might  prefentthem  to  him 
get,  or  cidn,  or  for, healing,  wherever  they  heard  he  might  be  met  with, 
the  "St  ^ihe  5^  -And  fo  great  anduniverfal  was  his  reputation, 
ftrwn,  and  u*  .-that  to  whatfoever  city,  town,  or  country* village,  he 
fought  him  ilia*  went,  the  people  brought  out  their  lick,  and  laid  them 
in?  before  him  in  the  ftreets  as  he  palled  along,  intreating 

bnrdrr  of  his  gar-  fbe  fovour  of  his  permitting  them  to  touch  his  clothes, 
men.  And1  as  tho’  it  were  but  the  bem  of  his  garment :  And  all  that 
Mr?;  «U°BHde  cou^  fl51  ncar  enough  only-juft  to  touch  him  with  faith, 
wbeL.  were 
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were  perfeitly  cared,  whadoever  their  difeafes  had  been, 
RECOLLECTIONS. 

Who  could  hm  thought  that  there  Should  be  l iff  much  perverfenefs  and  obfti- 
njcy  in  bumiD  uaturc  againft  Cod,  fuch  contempt  of  the  only  Saviour,  fuch  fa- 
crudty  toward  the  beft  of  men  *  and  Inch  impetuous  lufo  aiuTpaffions  to 
break  through  all  obligations  aod  reftraints,  had  not  (bme  of  Chrift'a  own  count 
trymen,  and  a  Herod  and  Herodias%  been  ftamins  inftaitccs  of  them,  in  their  bc^ 
haviour  toward  him  and  John  the  BaptiJU  Ami  ah,  how  many  may  be  aftonJlhcd 
and  affeded  at  the  word  jaf  God,  who  are  not  favingiy  changed  by  it,  and  whofc 
unbelief  Ihuta  them  out  from  iu  rich  advantages  f  Yea,  they  may.  reverence  the 
preacher,  and  hear  him  gladly;  and  yet  continue  wicked  men  and  hypocrites. 
But  minifters  are  to  execute  their  Lord's  conuniflion,  whether  the  people  will 
hear  or  forbear:  And  as  he  who  fends  them  on  his  errand,  will  fanufh  them  for 
it,  own  them  in  it*  and  make  it  the  duty  and  indination  cf  his  people  to  honour 
anJfupport  them  for  their  work's  fake;  fo  they,  like  the  apnftk's,  fhould  commie 
their  fubfiftence,  and  labours,  and  all  their  fiicceflen,  tu  him,  and  not  intangle 
theinfrfves  with  the  affairs  of  this  life,  nor  fear  the  faces  of  men,  but  be  faithful 
to  Chrift  and  fouls,  whatsoever  may  be  tht  event.  But  bow  great,  is  the  peril  of 
thofc  that  hear  the  gofptb  if  they  rejeft  it;  fmcc  the  hoarieft  judgments  are  de¬ 
nounced  againft  them,  and  none  can  (hare  in  the  blcflings  of  the  Media  h*s  king¬ 
dom  but  thofe  that  are  brought  to  embrace  him  am)  to  turn  from  tin  God  thro1 
him !'  And  how  deplorable  is  their  cafe  ’who  are  under  the  conduit  of  blind  and 
unfrithfal- guide*!  But  Chrift’s  compafTunt  is  toward  them  that  want  to  be  led  in 
a  right  way  ;  and  they  (hall  not  leek  after  him  in  vain.  His-goodnefs  and  power 
are  infinite,  and  unwearied,  to.inftrutt  and  heal  them,  ajid  to  fuppiy  all  tbtir 
wants  of  foul  and  body :  lie  can  teed  them  in  a  wildernefs,  and  come  over  floods 
for  their  help:  And  though  he  may  ftstnd  at  a  diltance,  ana  fuller  his  own  peopio 
to  be  iu  great  diftreft  for  a  time;  he  obferves  it  aH,  and  will  come  in  proper  frafort 
fat  their  relief,  even  when  they  leaf!  ez\x&  it;-  and  his  laying  to  the  foul,  it  h  /, 
be  not  afraid^  is  enough  to  lilence  every  fenr,  and  comfort  under  every  trouble* 
But  when  ooce  be  (hews  his  power  amt  Jus  glory,  and  fpeaks  peace,  let  us  not 
turn  again  to  folly,  or  give  way  to  unbelief- 


CHAP-  vir* 

The  Pharifres  find  fault  wtb  ChrtjFs  Jifciples  for. eating  with  unwajhea 
hands)  1,-5*  He  reproves  their  hyporrify^  and  Jlaies  the  true  no¬ 
tion  of  wbdt  does  and  does  not  defile  a  mant  6, — 23*  He  cajls  out  an. 
unclean  fpirit  front  the  daughter  of  a  Syrophenician  WTman^  24*— 30* 
And  heals  a  deaf  and  dumb  man%  31,-37. 


Tex/. 

THks  came 
together  un¬ 
to  him  thcPhasi- 
fres,  and  certain 
of  the  ferihu , 
which  cam*  from 

jem&lcm, 
x  And  when 
they  Ijw  fame  of 
his  di  Triple*  cat 
bread  with 
filed  (that  u  to 
fry*  with  uqws- 
fh.n)  hand*, they 
found  fault. 


Paraphrase. 

TTTHile  our  Lord  was  eiercifing  his  miniftry  and 
™  performing  his  miracles  in  the  land  of  Gennefaretk , 
fever  al  Pbarijitt  and  dodon  of  the  law  came  thither 
from  JtruJalemt  ia&  attended  him,  to  obferve  hts  words 
and  adions,  that  they  might  pick  a  quarrel  with  him. 

2  And,  foon  after  their  coming  into  thofe  parts,  they 
took  notice  of  fo  me  of  his  ^dilciples  who  neglected  to 
wafli  their  hands  immediately  before  they  fat  down  to 
eat  3  this'  they  fupcrftitioufly  called  eating  with  defiled 
or  impure  hands,  and  thereupon  took  occafion  to  charge 
them  with  irreligion  and  profanenefs. 

S3  3. 


*?8 

3  For+hePha- 
xiiccft  and  all  the 

Jturj^KCtfptthey 

/ftrfr  hands 
oft,  car  not,  hold* 
1  in£  the  tradition 
of  the  diliTwv. 

4  And  vifii 
tbcjcomefmni  the 
market ,  except 
they  wath,  tfccy 
cat  no t*  And 
puny  other  thing* 
there  be*  whioi 
they^  have  recei¬ 
ved  to  hoM!  aj 
t{ie  wii^in*  of 
Cup*  and  pots, 
bfuea  vdfdi, 
and  of  tablets 


r  Then  the 
Flurifhi'  and 
feibca  a(ked  bulb, 
Why  walk  oc* 
tby  dHapltt  ar* 
tordmgto  the  tri* 
duion  of  the  el- 
dcntbU£eatt>rtid 
with  unwatbea 
tJ-  ■ 


tf  He  anfrer- 
ed,  and  frid  onto 

them,  Well  Hath 
Efua;  pftphriicd 
of  yotih  ypocritn, 
ns  it  .i*  written, 
Th»  maple  ho- 
Jimireurnu'^uh 
tb*ir  lips,  hut  their 
'bean,  is  fir  from 
ape* 

7  Howhcit,  in, 
vain  do  they  ^or* 
*hip  roej  icacfi* 
lug  for  daftrine* 
fhe  command'- 
Snenti  of  nuq, 


6  Foe,  bybg 
afide  the  com  - 
maadment  '  of 
God, 
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3  For  all  the  jfev>rt  and  efpecially  the  Pharifets>  by 
virtue  of  certain  traditions  handed  down  to  them  from 
their  anecdote,  were  wont  commonly  to  walh  their  bands 
juft  beforethey  eat,  thinking  it  unlawful  to  fit  down  to 
a  meal  without  it. 

'4  And  fit  exa£t  were  they  in  nfing  this  ceremony, 
that  if  they  had  been  at  market,  or  in  any  public  com¬ 
pany,  they  would  eat  nothing  till  they  had  £rft  walh- 
ed  their  hands,  for  fear  ’that  unawares  they  might 
hare  touched  fomething  wbich  tbey  accounted  unclean. 
And  ipany  other  fucb  fort  of  rites  they  were  as  ferupu- 
luu$  in  observing,  and  laid  as  much  ftrefs  upon,  as  if 
they  were  things  of  neceflary  and  eternal  obligation,  be- 
caufe  they  were  delivered  to -them  by  tradition  from 
feme  former  heads  pf  fe£b  among  them,  dm1  neither 
the  law  of  Mofts  not  any  other  pare  of  the  word  of  God 
ever  enjoined  them :  As  for  .inttance,  They  inGfted  on 
(fiaxriirw)  fome  fort  of  wafhingof  cups,  and  pots,  and 
hrafs-veflels,  and  tables  or  beds  on  which  they 

lifed  to  lie  or  fit  at  their  meals,  that  they  might  cleanie. 
them  from  an  imaginary  defilement. 

‘  5  Qn  .tbis  aceount  therefore  the  Pb&rifees  and  doc¬ 
tors  of  tbe  law,  who,  of  all  the  Jrws,  were  the  molt 
fyperftitious,  demanded  c/  out  Lord,  How  he,  who 
made  ft^chj  high  pretences  to  holinefs,  could  excufebis 
dtfciples  from  obfervjng  the  laws  of  ancient  and  authentic 
tradition,  wbilft,  in  direct  contradiftian  thereunto,  they 
were  fo  wicked  as  to  fit  down  to  cat  without  firft  wafhing 
their  hands'?  "  ‘  *  ’  * ' ' 

6  Out  Lord,  who  kpew  their  hearts  and  all  their  evil 
djefigps,  replied,  God,  by  the  prophet  (lxii.  3.) 
has  given' a  juft  and  exa£tdefcriptidn  of  fucb  hypocrites 
as  ye  are,  in  words  of  the  following' import  t  This  peo¬ 
ple  make  hypocritical  pretences  of  honouring  me  with 
fair  fpeeche?  and  outward  fbews  of  purity  jnq  devotion; 
but  their  hearts  do  not.  go  along  with  their  words  and 
profefBons,  and  it  is  the  leaft  of  tharconcern  to  glorify 
me  by  a  fincete  regard  to  pAeafingfaqd  exalting  me. 

7  liut  as  their  faireft  ’abearance?  of  religion  are  only 
lip 'and  not  heart  fervice  ;  and  they  obferve,  beach,  and. 
impofe  certain  do&rioes,  upon  the  foot  of  hnrpan  au¬ 
thority,  in  preference  and  contradiction  to  my  exprefs 
commands;  all  their  devotions  are  of  no  account  with 
me,  .nor  of  any  avail  to  thcmielves. 

ft  'Ibis  is  an  exa&  defeription  of  .you,  fcriitsi  and 
Pbartfeesi  For  whilfk,  ,in  doctrine  and  practice,  ye 
fbamefutiy  neglett  the  mod  important  commands  of 
God,  relating  to  rightcoufnefe,  mercy,  faith,  and  truth, 

rc 


Cli.  vit. 

<±od*y*  bold  iHe 
tpdituiu  of  wciij 
as  the  wafaing  of 
\*Ai  aiui ,  cit^f  : 
aiul  many  other 
faCn  tike  things 
\c  do* 

9  Apd  be.  fiid 
unto  tbcai,  Full 
well  ye  rejeft  (be 
fornmaTHlmcnt  iff 
God,  that  y ttouy 
keep  ytwr*  awn 


to  For  Ifafa 
faid,  Hewww:  thy 
father  &pd  thy 
mother  ; '  wid, 
Whofo  mrtcfh 
father  nt  mother, 
lei  him  die  the 
death* 

it  But yr Arti 
If  4  m^n  ilkdl  fay 
to  hi*  father  of 
roorhai  ifhCor^ 
bn,tfcuti*BoJatfv 

a  gift,  by  vdxaib- 
ev-r  thou  mi&fc> 
dft  be  prttfueri  by' 
**;  bt  flail  hr 

iVAnJJe  firf- 
fer  KiW  do  mor* 
to  do  ought  tor 
his  farUer  or  hi* 
mother  i 


*3  Making  die 
wiirtl  of  God  ot 
aooedTcA,  thro' 
your  Jrtditioo  * 
which  ye  have  de¬ 
livered  t  and  ma- 
pyftdtlikcthla^ 
flo-yt* 

14  And  when 
he  had  olkdnH 
the  people  unto 
hint,  he  ftii  unto 
them  ,  Hearken 
onto  Die,  rnty 
eat  of  you,  and. 
Lndcrftmd* 
ig  There  u  no¬ 
thing  from  with- 
AVt  a  mag,  that* 

coicrjog  into  him » 
tiij]  deqle  him  : 

Wt 
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ye  are  mighty  zeafous  for,  and  lay  the  greateftftrefs 
upon,  fuch  vain  and  trifling  traditions  of  men  as  relate 
to  the  ncceffity  of  wafhing  pots,  and  cups,  and  bands  juft 
before  eating,  with  feveral  other  fuch  ufclefaand  fuperfti- 
tious  ceremonies,  in  whiefrtbere  really  can  he  no  religion¬ 
s'  And,  »  bring  the  matter  ttill  ciofer  to  them,  he 
added.  Ye  not  only  prefer- the  orders  of  men  to  thofe  of 
God  j  but,  (*a*(st-,)  .  in  your  pjauiiblcway,  ye  utterly 
fubvert,  and  act  iadiredt  contradi&ion  to,  the  plaindt 
commands  of  God,  whenever  they,  itand  in  competition 
with,  the  traditions  of  your  cldets,  that  ye  may  prefers© 
and  inforce  thefe* 

10  As  for  inftance,  Mofet,  or  rather  God  by  him, 
expre&ly  commanded  children  to  honour  both  their  pa¬ 
rents,  {£x9dixx*  12.);  and  fuch  ftrefc  is  laid  in  the 
law  upon  this  important  duty,  that  whoever  fpeaks-or 
a£to  contempmoufly  and  injuriouAy  againft  either  father 
op  mother,  he  is  femeucedto  death,  (chap,  xxi.  ry.) 

1  f  But,  in  oppofition  to  this  holy-  law  of  God,  the 
do&rine  which  ye  teach,  by  human  authority,  is.  That 
if  any  man  devote  the  money  to  God  and  the  ferric©  of 
the  temple,,  which  was  neceflary  for  the  relief  of  his  pa¬ 
rents,  and  which  ye  call  cor&art,  or  a  gift  confecmted 
ta  .Godf  tbenv-he  is  difeharged. from  all  obligation  6f 
uflag  it  for  their  comfort  or  fupport,  be  they  ever  £9  in* 
itigenc,  field  y*  or  aged. 

12  Yea,  by, this  means,  ye  lay  fuch  a  reAraint  tipon 
him,  as  if  it  were  a  fin  for  him  to  apply  any  part  of  the 
devoted  riches  to  the  relief  of  the  molt  neceflitous  father 
or  mother,  tlto^  flicwing,  that  fort  of  piety  at  home  is  e- 
vidcntly  a  principal  pert  of  die  honour  which  by  the  law 
of*  God  all  are  obliged  to  pay  to  their  parents  when  need 
requires  it: 

1 3  And  fo  by  this  device  of  the  Jevitjb  clde/j  which 
ye  impefe  upon  your  followers,  and  by  other  fuch  like 
iniquitous  traditions,  yc  explain  away  the  true  fenfe  of 
God’sownlaw,  and.  evidently  defeat  its  obligation,  under 
hypocritical  and  fpecious  pretences  cf  the  moft  ftcrrd 
reverence  of  his  name  and  of  his  fanctuary. 

14  Then  our  blcffcd  Lord,  turning  from  the  feribes 
and.J&ur^rrj,  -applied,  himfeli  to  the  common  people ; 
and*  ordering  therp  all  to  draw  nigh,  faid,  Li  Hen  at¬ 
tentively  to  whirl:  am  about  to  deliver,  and  rdieft  fe- 
riotifly  upon  it,  that  ye  may  uucierfland  things  which 
.differ,  and  may  approve  of  thofe  which  are  moft  excellent. 

*1 5 .  Whatever  occafions  of  fin  may  arift  from  external 
things,  none  of  them  make  a  man  unclean,  or  left  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God,  auy  further  than  they  have  a  bad  in- 

S  ^  flucncc 


*8o 

but  -  ihe  things 
XfWtch  come  out 
him,  iboTc  ar* 
they  thu  defile 
the  man. 


Iff  If  any  man 
hj*n  an  to  bear, 
let  him  hear, 

IT  AM 

he  ^ncivI 
into  the  hoofc 
from  xbc  people, 
hUdlJapwawed 

him  confcgnuig 

the  parable,  ' 

'j 

jqAadhefcitH 
Data  tHcnt*  Are 
ve  fp  wit  hoot  tip* 
oerftanding  alia* 
Bo  yt  wt  per¬ 
ceive,  that  whai« 
focrer  thing  from 
vhhodt  entercrW 
into, the  join,  It 
xauxrtddSkhis)} 


ig  BccaoTe  if 
cntcreth  not  bno 
inshea  rtf  but  huo 
the  belly  ^  and 
poetHout  into  the 
draughty  puranjt 
all  mans  > 


%o  Andhcfald, 
That  which  Co¬ 
meth  out  of  (be 
man,  thudftfiUlh 
t  be  nun* 

»i  For  frop 
within,  out  of  the 
heart  of  men,  pra- 
.  cetd  rr  ill  hough  t$ 
adniterict,  fariu* 
OMmus,  murders. 
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fluence  upon  the  fool  itfejf :  And  therefore  whatfoever 
is  originally  without  the  man,  tho*  it  touch  him,  and 
he  a |{er ward;  eaten  or  drank,  and  f©  received  into  the 
body;  yet  if  itMonot  affeft  bis  mind  and  heart,  it  can¬ 
not  render  him  morally  polluted.  But  the  unlawful  dif- 
pofitions,  thoughts,  and  defigns,  which  are  found  in  his 
own  corrupt  heart,  and  vent themfelvcsin  the  words  and 
i&i<ms  of  his  life,  are  the  only  things  that  can' properly 
be  faid  to  make  him  filthy  and  abominable  in  God’s  fight. 

1 6  Whoever  is  willing  and  defirou6  to  know  the  truth 
for  his  own  direction  and  advantage,  let  him  ferioufiy 
reflect  on  what  1  have  been  laying. 

-17  Chrift,  having  finiftied  his  difcourfe  to  the  mul¬ 
titude,  retired  into  an  houfe,  taking  only  his  difciples 
with  him ;  and  when  he  was  with  them  alone,  they  in- 
treated  him,  by  P*ter  as  rheir.  mouth,  {Mat,  xv.  15.) 
that  be  would  pleafe  to  give  them  a  particular  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  foregoing  parable. 

18  He  replied,  with  an  air  of  furprife  at  their^ftupi- 
dity,  Are  ye,  who  have  been  lb  much  and  fo  long  with 
me,  and  whom  1  have  font  to  preach  to  others,  fo  ig¬ 
norant  and  dull  as  not  to  take  in  the  meaning  of  fo  plain 

'  a  thing  as  this  i  .Do  not  ye  eafily  apprehend,  that  it  is 
impoflible  for  a  man  to  m  morally  defiled  or  rendered 
undean  before  God,  by  the  nature; or  quality  of  any 
thing  he  eats  or  drinks  without  intemperance,  which  » 
a  vice  of  ;he  mind?  The  reafon  of  this  is  fo  exceeding 
evldeor,  that  qne  would  think  y«  could  hot  mils  of  it. 

19  For  the  meat  or  drink  nfbich  a  man  fwallows, 
being  corporeal;  can  make  no-  alteration  for  the  better 
or  worfe  in  the  foul,  which  is  of  a  different  nature  from 
all  bodies,  and  is  the.  immediate  fource  of  all  moral  pu¬ 
rity  or  defilement;  hut  every  thing  that  goes  in  at  the 
mouth  paffes  thro*  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  which  per-: 
forming  their  proper -offices,  in  fcparating  nourilbment 
for  the  body,  the  remainder  is  difeharged  by  the  courfe 
of  nature,  without  affe&ing  the  heart. 1 

_  ao~  Oa  the:  other  hand,  faid  be,  the  evils  that  are  o- 
riginally  in  and  proceed  ffqin  a  man’s  own  foul,  are  the 
things  that  really  make  him  vile  and  unclean  :  Here  is 
rhe  fountain-head  of  all  moral  impurity  and  pollution 
whatfoever. 

■  ii>  For,  to  in  fiance  is  a  few.  .particulars,  all 
manner  of  Gnfut  imaginations,;  defigns,  and  defires,  in 
oppofition  to  God  or  fellow-creatures »  all  adulteries, 
fornication  and  unnatural  pollutions,-cnielties  and  mur. 
ders,  thefts  and  robberies,  covetous  over-reaching,  op- 
preffion  and  frauds,  effeminacy  and :  unchaftnefs  in 

thought 
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vcioafcifi,  vlc- 
Lednefi,  <kcrit* 
bJavioofod*,  an 

cvit  eye*  bUTphc* 
my,  pride*  fool- 
iihnert  : 

aj  All  theft 
evil  UllMt  q>mc 
from  wiinin,  and 
dtffik  the  G»a* 

14  And  fit} cd 
thence  he  irofr, 
and  wduintoihc 
borders  of  Tyr* 
and  Sidon,  end 
entered  into  arv 
houft,  and  would 
have  no  'r  aUn 
know  it  ;  but  he 
could  not  bt  bid. 


ij  Ffcr  a  cer¬ 
tain  woman  j 
whole  yoking 
daughter  had  an 
undean  Jpjrit , 
heard  of  him,  and 
came  and  fell  at 
hi»  feet : 

id  (The  wo¬ 
man  was  a  Creek, 

a  Syropheoician 
by  nation:)  and 
Ihc  brfbught  him, 
thic  he  would 
cart  forth  the  de¬ 
vil  oat  of  her 
ib  agiuer. 

i  *  Bat  Jefus 
fiid  untobe^liOt 
the  children  Jtrft 
bcJilLcd;  forh  U 
ntn  mea  to  ukc 
the  childrens 
bread,  indto'caft 
it  unio'the  d ogs. 


fcB And  Ihc  an¬ 
swered*  and,  faid 
uuiu  him,  Yes, 
J,oTtd  ;  yei  the 
dog*  nnderthcu* 
\i\t%  eat.  of  the 
childrens  o^jnhtt 
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thought,  word  or -deed,  envy  and  evil-fpealing  againft 
God  or  man,'-hhughuaefs  of  fpirit  and  behaviour  j  «.nd 
all  forts  of  intemperance,  together  with  every  foolilfa, 
irregular  and  exorbitant  paluoo  : 

21  All  thefe  defiling  abominations  proceed  from  de¬ 
praved  and  wicked  hearts,  as  from  their  fpring-bead  \ 
and  thefe  are  the  things  that  do  indeed  render  a  man ' 
moll  hatefully  vile  in  himfclf,  and  in  the  eyes  of  God 
and  all  good  people. 

24  Our  Saviour  having  ended  tfaefe  difcourCfs,  which 
heiJeHvered  in  the  country  of  Gennefareib,  (chap.  vi.  53.) 
departed  from  thence  to  that  part  of  Galilee  which  bar* 
ders  upon  Tyre  and  Sidon\  and  there  he  went 'privately 
into  an  houfefor  concealment,  at  lealt  for  a  while,  that 
be  might  avoid  the  throng  of  the  Gentiles ,  and  the  envy . 
of  the  Jews  on  tbeir  account :  But  the  fame. of  hi$  doc-; 
trine  and  miracles  lb  dofely  followed  him  wherever  be 
went,  that  it  was  next  to  impoffible  for  him  to  arrive, 
even  at  16  remote  a  place  as  this,  without  its  being' 
known,  as  the  event-  (hewed. 

25,  26.  For  his  coming  thither  foon  reached  the  ears 
of  a  certain  woman  of  Pbenicia,  bordering  upon  Syria, 
(fee  the  notes  on  Mat.  xv.  22.)  j  and  though  foe  was  a 
Greek,  and- lb  a  ftranger  by  birth  to  the  commonwealth 
of  IJrael  and  to  the  covenants  of  promife,  yet  having 
heard  of  Jefus,  atxLof  the  great  power  and  mercy  which 
he  had  {hewn  in  working  many- miraculous  cures,  foe 
came  in  an  bumble  manner,  and  threw  herfelf  down  at 
,  his  feet,  earneftly  imitating  him  to  call  out  an  evil  fpirit 
from  a  young  daughter  of  hers  who  -was  pOflefled  and 
grievoufly  tonnented  by  it. 

27  But  Jefus,  for  the  trial  of  her  faith,  feemed  to  re¬ 
ject  and  difdain  her,  faying,  Pray  (lay,  let  the  children 
of  God's  family,  his  own  peculiar  people,  be  firft  fatis- 
fied  with  the  bldfings  I  am  come  to  bellow  :  For  as  it 
would  be  thought  very  improper  and  unnatural,  that  a 
parent  foould  take  away  bis  childrens  food,  before  they 
have  enough,  and  give  it  to  tbe  dogs ;  fo  it  is  not  fit 
that  I  Humid  deal  out  my  mercies  to  you,  till  the  Jews, 
who  are  the  houfodd  of  God,  are  Grit  ferved j  lincc  you 
are  without  tbe  pale  of  the  covenant,  and,  for  your 
Gentile  abominations,  deferve  to  be  treated  as  a  dog. 

28  The  woman  replied.  Lord,  what  thou  fayed  is 
indeed  highly  equitable,  and  !  freely  own  mylelf  to  be 
utterly  unworthy  of  the  lead  of  thy  favours :  Nevcrthe* 
lefs,  as  the  dogs  themfelves  are  differed  to  catch  the 
crumbs  that  ^  fall  from  the  childrens  table,  without  any 
injury  to  them  $  fo  i  humbly  plead,  and  hope,  that  this 

ope 
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Aodhefajd 
ttpiohtr.  For  this 
ajmg,  go  thy 
way ;  tbe  dcvtl  it 
jpne  out  of  chy 

4»AlglK4«t. 

to  And  when 
fbp  vqui  cumc  to 
her  hoofe ,  flic 
fviind  the  devil 
gone  tHifc,  and  her 
daughter  bid  up¬ 
on  the  bed* 

ji  A  ad  again, 
departing  from 
the  coids  ofTyi* 
tod  SidoiT  ,  he 
came  unto  the  lea 
of  Galilee,  thro* 
the  multi  of  the 
maA*  of  Dccapp- 
tii* 

3*  And  they 
bring  unto  him 
one  that  wax  dear, 
uii  had  an  bn- 
pedi  incut  in  his 
.  jpoeeb  ;  and  they 
bcfccch  him  to 
pht  hit  haptl  op- 
op  him,  f 

33  And  he  took 
him  aGAe  from 
the  itiphkuik  , 
apd  pm  his  fin¬ 
gers  into  bis  ear*, 
and  he  fpk,  and' 
touched  his 
tongue : 

34  A^d,  look¬ 
ing  up  to  heaven, 
ho  Gghcd*  and 
fihh  unto  him, 
Ephptutha  ;  that 
U,  Ift  opened-' 
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one  mercy  may  not  be  denied. me,  as  the  offal  of  die 
plentiful  blefSngs  which  I  hear  thou  haft  vouebfafed  to 
the  Jrws,  and  which  thou  mayeft  fpare,  if  thou  pteafeft, 
to  a  poor  wretched 'outcaft,  without  leffening  thy  more 
liberal  diftributioiw  among  them. 

29  The  compaflkmate  .Saviour  being  highly  plcafed 
with  her  humble  importunity  andunfhakoi  faith,  an- 
fwered,  O  woman,  1  cannot  tell  bow  to  .deny  your  ear¬ 
ned  believing  petition;  it  is  granted  to  your  heart’s  con¬ 
tent:  Depart  in- peace;  Satan  is^difponeffed,  and  your 
daughter  is  made  whole. 

30  Hereupon  the  woman  returned  to  her  houfe,  re¬ 
joicing  in  a  belief  of  a  performance  of  thwthmgs  that  had 
been  told  her  from  the  Lord;  and: when  die  got  home, 
fhe  found  the  evil  fpirit  was  call  out,  aitdfaw  tier  daughter 
lying  upon  tbe  bed  with  compefure  and  in  perfefl  health. 

3 1  After  this,  Jefus '  leaving  tbe  neighbourhood  of 
Tyre  and  Sidon,  and  other  Gentile  towns  and  cities, 
went  thro*  tbe  region  of  Decaj*Iu7  till  he  came  near  to 
the  fea  of  Galilee.  (Mat.  xv.  29O 

32  'And,  wbilft  .he  was  in  thefc  parts,  a  deaf  man, 

who  had  likewife  much  ado  to  fpeafc,  was 

prefented  to  him ;  and  they  that  brought  him  earneftly 
iutreated  that  our  Lord  ,  would  plcafeto  lay  his  band 
upon  him  Indheal  him,  as  they  knew  he  had  done  in 
other  cafes,  and  believed  he  could  do  in  this. 

33  But  to  lhew  that  he  would  not  be  tied  down  to 
any  one  particular  method  0/  procedure,  cfpecially  when 
others  might  feettt  tojprefcrihe-to  him,  he  rather  chofe 
tb  vary  it;  and  flopping  affde  with  the -man  to  a  fmall 
di  fiance  from,  the  company,  he.  put  his  fingers  into  his 
ears,  and  afterwards  touched  his  tongue  with  a  little 
fpittle,  ufing  thefc  applications,  not  as  means  or  natural 
gaufes  Of  tlie  cure,  but  as  viable  emblemsof  his  inviCble 
healing  power,  and  to  (hew  that  be  could  as  cably  open 
this  man’s  eats,  and  fa  his  tongueat  liberty,  as  touch  them. 

34  Then  lifting  his  eyes' up  to  heaven,  to  teach  us 
from  whence  bur  help  comes,  and  to  intimate  that  his 
commiQion  for  this  work  was  from  above,  be  groaned 
within  bimfelf  as  fyanpathifiug  with  this  poor  creature 
under  his  mifcries,  and  faid  to  him  in  the  Chaldee  dialed!, 
with  an  air  of  independency,  and  with  the  majefty  and 
authority  of  a  God,  Be  opened  t  i  I  command  that  yoor 

di- 


,  ■  •  ‘  NO 

t  This  was  a  word  offbrarcipi  authority, 
d-reft-dto  tb«  in  an,  or  to  hia  diftemprr,  and 
riunihamliiig  the  eurc-j  and  not  an  addrefl 
to  God  for  power  u>-.he*L :  rfnr  to  .then; 
^ny  need  of  fiich  aJdrcfs;  for  Chrlft.bid  a 
perpetual  fund  of  power  refiding  ia  luutftlf, 


T  E.  * 

to  wprk  aft  fldndcs  whenever  he  pkt&d,  e- 
ven  to  the  quietening  of  the  dead,  at  he  had 
zfterted,  Jtb*  v,  xtf.  AndthU  fikwi,  that 
hit  ftpfiqg  up  to  he*v*n.  wa  uot  jp  a  way 
application  to  hu  Father  for  aflmaocf  to  4^ 

■  the  work. 


Oh,  vtt,- 


ji  And-firugbt* 

toif  lij»  urr  were 
opervd  t  and 
the  firing  of  ha 
loop*  W  ?W*r 
Drd*  twrii^fp^ke 
pkuo.  *:  * 

And  be  char- 
arI  rfunj  Jthat 
tnty"  y»u}d  tell 
no  mart  :  but  ific 

none  bed]  urged 
them,  fc  'paefr 
ihe  molt  i  great 
deal  thtf  puRifli-. 
edi/- 

3?  An4  ver* 
beyond  ttOfurc 
xftoniM  &*  - 
ing,  fiehMdPttt 
all  thing*,  tvdh 
he  roah^:b  bqth 

the  dwf  co  hear* 
and  rtte  dw^b  to 
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d  rife  id  per  be-rembved  5  receive  your  bearing  and  your 
fpeech, ' 

.  -  25  Andimme^iatelyppon  Chr jit's  pronouncing  theft 
words,  the  man  was  fully  reftored  to  his  hearing,  and  the 
import  cnoptof  bjsfpeech  wasentirely  removed  \  lb  that  he 
fpalce  diftipi^Jy*  and  without  any  remaining  difficulty.' 

36  Thcrv  Jujus,  ,to  avoid  all  appearances  ofvain-glojy, 
and  occajiflftw-of  enyy  atid-ragein  his  enemies,  his  time 
bcipg  oOt  yet  c»W,  ordered  the  man,  and  thofc  that 
wgpc .eyC'.Wltneffes  of  the  cure,  not  to  divulge  it:  But 
they  TWf?:fo  affe£kpd  with  his  mercy  and' power,  and  lb 
ppj>Fcben$ype$~if  pver.modefty  put  him  upon  giving 
them  thjsghflfge,  tbafthe  more  eatnert  he  was  in  far- 
biddi qg  thsfp'pD' make  the  miracle  puhlic,  the  more  pains 
the  ytook  in  J-preading  it  abroad. 

37  And  thty  were  fo  exceedingly  amazed,  and  over* 
COipe  with  jpyful  wonder,  that  they  could  not  help  lay¬ 
ing,  to  his  hopour,  That  nothing  came  aroifs  to  him  * 
hut  that  he  was  able  apd ready  to  do  every  thing  that 
.could  bedeGrcd  for  the  relief  of  miferahie 'creatures;  as 
appeared -|n  his  reftoring  the  deaf,  and  (aLM^)  filch  as 
could:  tip*  tfji  how  to  fpeajt  before,  to  their  per i$&k  hear- 
ipg  and  fpe ecb« 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

iVhat  a  fink  of  wickednefs  is  the  heart  of  mart ;  and  How  vain  and  trilling  ate 
its  inventions  for  deanfing  j  StiperAitious-minda  are  more  fond  of  external  rite* 
arid  ceremonies  of  hiiyian  dfVjfinp',  than  of  heart-purity,  aitd  the  moflr  important 
duties  of -God's  cotnnwwdrpRi  -But  all  the  devotion  and  fervice  which  has  not 
Cod’s  warrant  in  his  word)  JU|d  is  not  tufted  with  fiflcer?  and  upright  heart*  to 
his  glory,  is  unprofitable  and  vaia.^-When  divine  grace  effectually  works  iot  hem 
th  j:  bclieye,  what  a  happy  change  does  It  make  upon  them  1  What  high  and  ho¬ 
nourable  thought,  does  it  give  them  of  Chrift !  flow  fympathifing  and  compaf- 
fionate  does  it  make  them  to  their  afflifted  relations  and  friends;  how  importu¬ 
nate,  wjth  the  Lord  for  merer  on  their  behalf;  and  bow  humble  and  patient  un- 
dpr  feejn'ug  dcjusjy!  Rut  'though  be  may  fymetimes  try  bis  people's  faith  with, 
many  difficulties  and  diicouragVments,  he  fecretly.  upholds  and  animates  it,  till 
at  length  he  owns  and  honours  it  by  fulfilling  the  ufifioft  or  their  willies  or  hopes: 
And  if  we  would  be  cleaafed  from  all  filthtneb  of  Aeih  an<l  fpirit,  and  would  be 
delivered  from  tbe-pdwer  aT&ttan,  mid  the  various  mjferies  of  this  prefect  world, 
we  fliould  look  to  hfm  fpr  djrei^ioo  ai>d  relief,  and  feck  and  take  his  favour,  ill 
his  own' way,  without  preferibinx  to  him.  He  can  u  lift  op  deaf  ears,  and  teach 
the  tongue  of  the  ftaaunerer  to  fpcak  forth  his  praife:  And  our  great  concent 
fhould  be:tO  Kften  to  his  inftfttftlons  with  an  obedient  ear;  and  to  aferibe  to  him, 
on  all  proper  ocoafiosa,  ^s  hefliall  dire  ft,  the  glory  due  to  his  great  name,  who 
if  wonder ft}i  in  counfel,  add  excellent  jn  working. 

yw»iTWOweaeBgW<wgawi»'a  i>L,gggr:^^g^^==^ - '.'j-.j.j 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Jefvi  Vftiracuhvjly  feeds  four  tbovfatti  viith /even  loavts,  i, — 9.  71*- 
’  fufes  to  give  a/ign  from  heaven  to  the  Pharifees,  ro,— 13.  Cautions 

Tjjs  difeiplts  ajftinfl  the  faaysu  of  the  Pharifees,  and  of  Herod,  14,— 
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at.  Reflates  fight  to  a  blind  man,  22,-2 6,-  Aflti  his  difciples  what 
they  and  others  thought  f  him,  and  foretell  hit  Jttfferingst  27,— 33. 
And  exhorts  to  an  acknowledgment  of  him  and  hits  go/pel  under  perje- 
cvtiens  for  his  faket  34,-38. 


Teit. 

IN'.  rh oft  days, 

'  the  snub itudt 
being  very  great* 
and  having  no* 
tiling  Lo  cat,  Jc- 
frs  called  hit  dif- 
Gptes  onto  him, 
tod  faith  bnto 
them, 

.  ft  I  have  com¬ 
panion  on  ih* 
multitude ,  be  * 
caiaic  the y  have 
nov  been  with 
me  tbne  dayt, 
and  hart  nothing 
to  eat  t  J 
3  And  iff  fend 
them  away  fatting, 
to  their  own  hoa- 
£a,  they  will  faint 
-  by  the  way  :  for 
divert  of  them 
came  from  far. 

4  Andhj&djT- 
ciples  anfweml 
him  T  From 
whence  can  a  man 
fatisfy  theft  men 
with-  broad  here 
inrbevildtruds? 

C  Aodheafked 
them,  How  ma¬ 
ny  loaves  have 
yc  ?  And  they 
Cud,  Seven. 


$  And  he  com¬ 
manded  the  pa>* 
leeo  fit  down  on 
K  ground:  and 
e  took  the  feven 
ora,  and  gave 
Lanka  and  brake, 
h1  gave  to  his 
icipjes  to  fee 
:forc  them  ;  and 
ey  did  fa  thtm 
dare  tfacpeople. 


1  And  they . 
had  a  few  fimlt 
iifrc*; 


'  ^  PlRAP  Hfi  SSE. 

A  Bout  this  time,*  a  greatmulritude  being  with  Jefus 
and  his  apoftles,  in  a  defert  place,  to  hear  him 

i 31  each,  to  behold  his  wonder  itxl  works,  and  to  get  their 
ick  healed,  and  having  conriftifad  -with  him  till  they 
were  reduced  to  ftraitsfor  wafttdf  &od;  he,  whofe  eye 
is  ever  upon  the  needy  and  diftrefleo)sCalied  bis  apoftles 
to  him, -and,  merely  from  We'  own  fiw-motionj-feid, 

2  My  heart  is  moved  withtendemefs  a^d  concern  for 
this  great  crowd  of  peoptej-becaufe  of -the' pains  they 
have  taken,  and  the  i  nc  on  ven  fancies  they  haw  fuffered, 
by  following  me,  for  three  days  Vanning,  in  uninhabited 
places,  where  they  could  meet  with  little  or  no  refreih- 
ment,  and  are  now  quite  deftitute  of  ueceflary-  {applies  : 

3  And  fhouid  I  withdraw  from  them,  or  order  them 
to  go  home,  before  they  have  any  victuals  for  their  fu- 
ftenance  potfr  creatures.!  many  of  them  mud  certainly 
fuffer  great  kardfhip  by  means  of  their  hunger,  if  they 
do  noc  utterly  periih  on  the  road:  For  he  knew  that 
fome  of  them  had  a  great  way  to  go. 

4  The  difoiples,  not  reflecting  upon  the  fignal  miracle 
whereby,  not  long  fince,  hehad  fed  five  thoufand  men 
in  their  pretence,  (chap.  vU  4 1,-44.)  slked  him.  How 
it  could  be  pofliUe  for  any  one,  in  fuch  a  barren  defo¬ 
late  place  as  they  were  in,  to  get  provifion  efiough  for 
the  fotisfying  of  fo  great  a  company  ? 

S  But  (,•■)  he,  without  any  emotion  of  fpirit  at  the 
dilhonour  which  -their  ftopidity  and  unbelief  reflected 
upon  him,  afkcd  them  bow  much  bread  they  had  with 
them?  To  wbich  they  replied.  That  they  had  only  feven 
loaves,  which  were  next  to  nothing  for  feeding  lo  great  a 
number  of  people. 

.6  However,  without  more  ado,  Hfe  commanded  the 
whole  multitude  to  fit  dotfn,  in  convenient  order  for 
an  entertainment,  on  the  ground;  and  then,  having 
received  the  loaves,  he,  like  the  m  after  of  the  family  at 
meals,  and  according  to  his  own  conftant  cuftom  on 
fuch  orations,  recommended  the  people  and  the  food 
to  the  bldling  of  God  in  tbankfgiving  and  prayer:  Then 
breaking  the  bread,  and  at  the  fame  time  increafing  it 
by  bis  own  divine  power,  he  put  it  into  the  bands  of  his 
apoftles,  as  his  fervants,  to  diftritmte  it  among  tide  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  they  accordingly  did  fo. 

•’  7  The  apoftles  had  iikevife  a  few  {mall  fifties,  that 


were 


Cb.  viil. 


(ilbei  t  and  He 
Ucrted,  uWcom- 
minded  to  Cat 
them  alfc  More 
fbtm. 

6  So  they  did 

Ctt,  and  *m fill¬ 
ed;  and  they  took 
of  of  da  broken 
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were  included  in  the  provifions  for  which  oar  Lord  gave 
thanks  f  j  and  be,  mireculouRy  enlarging  their  quantity 
atib,  ordered  the  apolUes  to  band  them  round  about  a* 
mong  the  company* 

8  By  means  of  this  diftrihution  of  the  bread  and  filh, 
the  vaft  number  of  people  then  prdent  had  enough ;  and 
Jo  unzing.vn  the  indreafe,  by  the  creating-  power  of 


rocattLit  watLJt,  this  divine  Matter  of  the  Ce&ft,  that  after  they  were  all 
ftvtnteik*i*.  thoroughly  fctisfied,  the  apoftlcs  gathered' together  as 


9  And  they  tbit 
had  ntei),  were 
aboot  four  thoiv- 
find;  and  be  fot 
them  away* 


loAndfr  tight* 
way  be  entered  in¬ 
to  a  (hip  with 
hU  difaples^  and 
came  Into  efie 
parte  of  Dalmft- 
nutfu* 

tt  And  the 
Phvifec*  came 
forth,  and  bc^ui 
to  qaeflion  with 
him,  faking  of 
Him  a  fign  from 
heaven,  tempting 
him- 


tt  And  fa 
fished  deeply  in 
hu  fptrit ,  and 
fifth,  Why  doth 
this  generation 
fat  afar  a  K/™  * 
Vi 


many,  fragments  as  filled  feven  talkers  for  after -nfe; 

p  And  y«  the  number  of  the  perfons  who  were  thus 
liberally  fed  was  about  four  thousand  men,  befidea  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  (Mat.  av,  38.)  and  when  they  had 
been  gradoufly  intruded,  and  fuffidently  refrdhed  for 
their  journey  nome,'  our  Lord  difmifled  them... 

to  The  multitude  being  gone,  he  embarked  with  Jus 
apoftles;  and,  patting  over  the  lake  of  Genntfartthy  went 
a  (bore  on  the  coaft  of  Dabnanutha^  not  far  from  Mag- 
daia.  (Mat.  iv.  39.) 

1 1  And  then  the  Pbariftet  foon  gathered  together  a- 
bout  him,  in  company  with  the  Sadduceet,  (Mat.  xvi.  r .) 
and  began  to  enterinto  a  difpute  with  him,  under  pre¬ 
tence  that  all  the  wonderful  works  he  had  wrought  were 
not  fufficient  to  fetisfy  them  .of  bis  divine  power  and 
nuffiom  They  therefore  demanded,  that,  to  put  the 
'matter  paft  doubt,  he  .would  not  amufe  them  with  fur- 
prifing  changes  only  on  earthly  things,  in  which  tricks 
of  art  might  poflibly  deceive  the  common  people ;  hut 
that  he  would  give  them  Tome  immediate  and  vifible 
fign  from  heaven  icfdf,  in  which  there  could  be  no  col- 
lufion.  (Sec  the  note  on  Mat.  xvi.  t.)  This  they  did, 
nor  from  any  real  defirt  of  receiving  convftton,  but  in 
hopes  of-  getting  (bate  advantage  againft  him. 

ia  Our  Lord  therefore,  knowing  their  hypocrify, 
and  their  tricked  defign  in  this  propofal,  fetched  a  deep 
Jigh,  and  faid,  Whatfalfe  pretenders  to  hopeft  inquiry, 
and  what  a  malicious  fet  of  people,  am  I  caft  amongft ! 
After  all  my  unqaeffcionable  miracles,  which,  having 

been 

T  & 

proftntod  u  bat  one  But  the  mfon 

tHiy*  in  the  inflicotioD  of  the  Lonfr  jupper* 
ihefe  were  diftmftr  prayers,  ootWoiv  the 
bread,  end  the  other  afterwards,  before  die 
cop  was  received*  ipigln  be,  not  only  tor  tlie 
greater  fiffemnity;  but  like  wifi  becauiciiic  eat¬ 
ing  waaoVer  before  the  drinking  heyatt,  and 
Ixcaufc  the  two  elements  were  therein  (ec  spirt 
for  fared  «fe,  to  fignify  and  l>rin£  to  remoiw 
(  bmret  t«-o  parts  of  ChrifiN  fuffir- 

ings,  one  of  hi*  body ,  ns  intimated  in  fce* 
ing  broken ;  a^d  rhe  oiher  rf  Lis  loni*  « 
the  Jh;nJ  v*  bio  bWJ- 


N  O 

f  As  Chrift’t  buffing  the  loaves  and  fillies 
related  rtot  to  the  adracdbtr*  mo  ki  plication 
of  ritem,  but  to  hi*  atfiomary  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  God  as  a  bountiful  bcutfuftor,  (& 
the  note  on  jt£/&  *iv*  \  f<Tit  feemj  that 
hh  bUffin^them  did  not  coafift  of  two  p  nf* 
cr$,  didtitfkly  made  one  after  another  over 
eich;  bat  only  of  one  prayer*  cctafog  to 
the  whole cfttcrtammei it  j  for  the  foam  and 
fifltes  were  donbtfcfi  «n  together:  in 

all  other  places,  where  this*,  and  the  tbln- 
de  of  fading  five  tboufrid,  are  fpoken  of, 
Uctfing  Lodi  the  and  fill;;;  is  iv- 


tZi  . 

V*Aly,  J  Uj  tm- 
ft>\\ ,  There 
AilL  na  fi^n  be 
gUta  tothu  p* 
tamtto* 


tj  AndhflVft 
them i  ind  CDLrr*. 
Ing,mt6  the  ftip 
MUQ4  departed** 
tbcod^r  fide,  r 
«4Kowibr«^ 
tifih  (ud  fwTpx- 
ten  cq  take  bread, 
tkdther  had  they 
in  the  Qtip  with 
them  rtore  than 
fae  bat, 

1 j  And  he 

charged  ihetn  v 
frying*  Tafce  li«i 

Mtvc  of  the  lea- 
veooTthe  Fharl- 
fetb  and  jT  the 
learn  of  Herod* 


ttf  And  they 
ftafcrtod  among 
rfarafrWet,  fiy* 
inj,  2l  u  bccanfc 
nww  do  bread* 


tl  And  when 
}*■«*  knew  i/,,.ho 
tUh  imUT  them. 
Why  rcafrn  ye, 
heaift  ye  have 
tw  bread  ?  per- 
edre  ye  not  ret; 
fttfrltfr  under  - 
fbwl?  ha?e  ye 
yewr  heart  jit 
tuedcntdT  ■ 


.  »*  Ha»b«y«, 
net  r  and 
tu^ 


73<?  Evangelijl  M a frg  far.apbraftd Ch#  viii  , 
been  wrought  among  them  oit  earth*  an:  capabfC  of  be¬ 
ing  tried  and  proved  fay  the--ftri&e$  essarmnariAri,  .why 
fhuuld  they  infift  upon  it  (hat  they*  will  not  believe  un- 
kfs  I  gratify  their  urirf&fonahfc  uaricflty  in  giving  them 
a  vifibk  figh  imruediatelyfreno  'heaven  ?  I  - (dll  you 
plainly*  that  no  fign'of  this  ion  flo.U'be  granted  to  fo 
incorrigible  *  generation  of  men'  as  ye  ire  ;■  Ye  do  not 
deftrve  it,  nor  arm! Id  ye  be  convinced  by  it;  add  it-  is 
beneath  my  chandler  to  humour  you  in  it. 

-  1 3  Having-  given  them  tbir rawer*  be  turned'  away 
from  them,  as  one  that  would safe  -no  further  pair*  to 
reclaim  them ;  and,  re-imfcariuijg  m  the  veflel,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  the  other  tide  of  the  kite. 

.  14-  How  by  this  time  the  difeiptei  ftock  of  bread  was 
fo  .far  reduced,  that  they  had-buta  (ingle  loaf  aboard  a- 
mong  them -all,  they  hivibg  forgot  to-  recruit  white  they 
were  afhore. 

f  5  Ami  Chrift  knowing  (his,* as  alfo  that  they  began 
to  call  to  mind  and  to  blame  fhemfelves  for  their  nc* 
g!  tft,took oecafion,  according  to  liiseaftom of  improving 
-  preterit  occurrences,  in  temporal :  affairs,  for  fpi  ritual 
utes,  to  watn  thcmtgatnft  the  teaven  of  (he  Pbari/eest 
and  of  the  Htrodians  who  were  tabftly  Seidducets ;  mean* 
ing  their  corrupt  da&rines,.  which  Were  as  apt  tofpread 
tbeir  malignant  influence  thc</  mens  blinds  and  manners, 
and  to  infeft  others  (bat  converfc  with  them,  as  teaven, 
put  into  a  parcel  ef  mealy  is  to  diffufe  rtfclf  through  and 
four  the  whole  mala. 

16  The  apoftlea,  upon  bearing  him  fpeak  of  leaven 
juft  at  the  time  when  they  were  concerned  about  fcarcity 
of  bread,  imagined  that  be  thereby  intended  to  reprove 
.  them  for  theip  caceieflhefsf  in  notproviding  fo  mpeh  as 
they  might  want  for  their  prefent  ftipply* 

17- But  Jefusob&xving  tbeir-  groiftraiftafce,  evpqftu  - 
Jared  with  them  in  a- way  of  friendly  and  yet  (harp  rtf- 
bake,  faying,'.  How  is  it  that  ye  fo.ftrangely  nufcottftnie 
my  admonition,  by  fancying  that  1  am  fo  fblicitous  a* 
bout  food,  as  to  tfpbraidyou  fot  your  negligehce  ini  not 
fumiihing  yourfelves  with  bread  ?  Do  not  ye,  after 
having  been  fo  long  With  me,-  yet  underftand  my  way 
of  fpiritualiaing  natural  things  ?  and* 'after  the  great 
miracles  I  have  wrought  in  yourprefence,  add  that  par¬ 
ticularly  to  fupply  a  defaft  of  bread,  have  ye  not  yet 
learned  to  depend  upon  my  power  and  goodnefe?  Are 
ye  ftill  fo  ftupid,  and  fo  flour  of  heart  to  believe,  not- 
wjthftandtng  all  that  ye  have  feCh  aiid  heard  from  me  i 

18  Yea,  after  lhave  enlightened  ycur  minds,  are  ye 
frill  fo  apt  to.be  confufed,  and  carnal  in  your  thoughts? 

and, 
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hat 

ye  ode?  taddoyc 
tutt  itmmbcr  / 


19  TOwu  I 
brake  U>e  l?rt 
btTei  among  five 
ttoifmd  f  how 
many  btflutt  foil 
ortngmcBUtook 
ye  up  ?  They 
Uy  uaio  him  T 
iWvt. 

to  And  when 
the  feven  among 
four  thou  bud  , 
how  many  badt* 
u*  full  or  frag¬ 
ment*  took  ye® 

And  they  l^j 
£«reo» 

ar  And  he  laid 
unto  thfcra,  How 
la  It  that  Jt  do 
oocuedcrfta&d? 


11  Andhaco* 
mah  to  fkthtid- 
da  ;  and  they 
bring 4  blind  man 

unto  him*  aodbe- 

lought  him  to 
touch  him. 

lyAodheuok 
the  blind  van  by 
the  haul,  and  led 
him  oar  of  the 
town;  and  when 
he  had  fphoo  his 
eye*  ami  pw  hi* 
hands  upon  himf 
hratted  him,  if 
he  tav  pught  ? 

a#  And  be 
looked  op*  and 
{iid*  1  fee  tnea  as 
trees,  wadking. 

%S  After  that, 
he  pot  his  hands 
again  upon  bis 
eyes,  and  made 
him  look  up  ; 
and  be  wvs  refla¬ 
ted,  and  Am  eve¬ 
ry  man  dearly, 
ad  And  he  fort 
him  my  to  his 
houfr, 
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and,  after  I  bave opened  your  ears  to  inftni&iah,  areye 
ftill  fo  dull  of.  apprehenfion,  and  fo  prone  to  mifuuder- 
ftand  «ly  words  MJJt  bat  I  do  ye  never  reflect  upon  the 
great  things  which  ye  have  tan  me.  do  ? 

ip  Pray.look.back,  and  con  Oder :  When  I  lately  fed 
five  thouCuOdmen,  befides  women  and  children,  with 
five  loaves,: and  they  eat  as  long  as  they  could,  - how 
many  baikets-full  did  ye  gather  together  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  pieces  that  were  to  fpare  ?  They  replied, -Twelve. 

to  And,  laid,  he,  wben.the  ocher  day  I  fatlsiied  to 
tbeTullfour  tboujand  men,'  betide*  women  and  children, 
with  (even-loaves,  bow  many  baflfcets  did  ye  fill- with  the 
remaining  fragments  then-?  They  anfwered,  Seven. 

ai  Thai  he  added,  How  amazing  is  it,  thatyolho^id 
be  capable  6f  So  peifefHy  remembering  the  vaft  Inereafc 
which  my  power  gave  once  and  again  to  fo  (mail  a  quan^ 
tity.Of  food {  and  yetihould  be  fo  unbelieving,  and  fo' 
weak  and  ftujnd, .  as  to  imagine  that  I  was  felicitous  a- 
hout  your  having  no  bread,  when  I  cautioned  you  againft 
the  leaven  of  the  Pbarifut  and  others)  and  that  ye  mould 
not  rather  apprehend  me  to  mean  the  dangerous  infc£Hoft 
of  their  filfe  do&rines ,  which  infinuate  themfdves  like 
leaven ! 

ti  Soon  after  our  Lard  had  laid  this,  he  landed  with 
his  Sjfoftles  as  Btthfaida  i  and  there  fo  me  people  prefented 
to  him  a  blind  man,  intteating  that  he  would  have  pity 
.on  him  and.  cure  hiitf,  which  they  believed  be  could 'do 
'by  only  laying  his  hands  upon  him. 

23  And  as  he  was  always  ready  to  do  good,  and  yet 
with  as  little  noifc  and  appearances  of  aftentation  as 
poffible ;  fo  he  freely  granted  their  requeft,  tho’  chuling 
to  work  this  miracle  in  a  private  manner,  breanfe  of  the 
obftinate  infidelity  which  reigned  among  the  inhabitants 
of  that  place :  And  therefore,  taking  the  blind  man  by 
the  hand,  he  led  him,  like  a  guide,  out  of  the  town  ; 
where,  putting  fpittle  into  his  eyes,  and  laying  his  hands 
upon  him,  he  a&ed  him.  Whether- he  had  any  fight? 

24  .The  blind  man,  beginning  to-perceive  feme  glim* 
mering of  light,  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  told  him',  that 
he  law  a  little,  but  it  was  fo  obfeureiy,  that  he  could 
hardly  diliinguilh  men  from  trees  by  any  thing  but  theit 
walking. 

25  Thai  the  divine  Oculilt  touched  his  eyes  a  fecond 
time)  aod  bidding  him  look  up  again,  he  found  his 
fight  fo  perfe£Uy  recovered,  that  be  could  eafily  andex- 
auly  difitnguifh  every  man  that  prefented  before  him. 

t6  And  when  our  Lord  had  thus  thoroughly  rcftor-id 
his  fights  he  difmified  him,  charging  him  to  go  diiedlly 

l# 


sSS 

ho  tilt  t  fiyiitf  * 
Neither  go  into 
die  rovn*  nor  cdl 
U  to'myli  the 
tow  a* 


tt  Awt  JeftW 
Went  09t,  end  bis 
rfiTripk*,  into  the 
towns  of  Cdata 
PUlippi  -s  and  by 
the  way  he  afce U 
his  difcipki,  fay¬ 
ing  unto  them* 
whom  do  men 
Ay  that  I  im  ? 

it  And  <  they 
itifwcrtd  *  John 
the  Baptiftr  bet 
loO*e  Eliaa^ 
nod  other*,  One 
of  the  prophets. 


ip  And  be  faith 
unto  them.  But 
whom  fay  YC  that 
*1  am  }  And  Peter 
■nfwereih  ,  and 

lakh  nntu  him, 
Thw  u  t  the 
CHrifti 


jo  And ,  he 
•barged  them  * 
tint  they  flirmld 
tdl  DtJ  nftti  of 
lum« 


Jt  And  he  bc- 
f^it  to  teach  them; 
that  the  Son  of 
uian  muft  Tnfler 
many 
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to  his  own  home,  without  returning  into  Bethfaida,  o 
acquainting  any  of  its  inhabitant^  what  a  wonderful  cun 
he  had  wrought  upon  him  r  For  Chriit  knew  that  r 
would  be  to  little  purpofc  for  this  man  to  go  and  repon 
his  cure  to  them,  who  were  fb  infamous  for  their  im¬ 
penitence,  perverfenefc,  and  contempt,  in  rejecting  his 
gofpd,  and  his  numerous  mighty  works  which  they  had 
been  eye-witoefles  off  (Mat,  li,  ai.) 

17  After  this,  Jefus  removed  with  his  apoftles  from 
that  neighbourhood,  and  travelled  thro’  feveral  towns 
in  the  country  of  Cefarea  Philippi  t  and,  while  they  were 
'  on  their  journey,  he  took  an  opportunity  to  introduce 
his  defignof  gradually  leading  them  into  a  view  of  his 
proper  work  and  office  as  the  Meffiah,  by  a  iking  them. 
What  the  opinion  and  talk  of  the  common  people  were 
concerning  him  i 

■  a?  To  which  the  apofttes  replied.  It  i$  the  prevailing 
notion  of  ibme,  that  thou  zn  jobn  the  Baptift,  rifen  from 
the  dead :  Others  think  thee  to  be  Elijah  the  Hjbbite, 
comedown  from  heaven,  as  the  forerunner  of  the  Mcf* 
fiah  :  And  others  lay  that  thou  art  Jeremiah,  or  feme 
other  of  the  ancient  prophets,  appearing  again  among 
them.  (Mat.  xvi.  14.) 

29  Then  Cud  our  Lord,  But,  among  thefe  various 
opinions,  .what  are  your  own  thoughts- about  me,  after 
all  the  intimate  acquaintance  ye  hare  bad  with  me,  and 
with  my  manner  of  life,  do&riwe,  and  miracles?  Peter 
anfwered,  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  they  fignifying  their 
confent,  We  are  Clashed  that- thou  an'  the  true  Meffiah 
formerly  promifed  in  the  Old'  Teftament,  and  now 
looked  for  by  tbofc  that  are'  waiting  fir  redemption  in  IJ- 
rael  *  and  we  believe  in  thee  as  fuch. 

30  Our  Saviour  thereupon  exprefled  his  high  appro* 
barion  of  this  noble  confeffion  of  their  faith,  (Mat.  xvi. 
17.)}  -and  yet  enjoined  them  not  to-be  free  in  publifhing 
this  do&rinefor  the  prefent,  at  Icaft  not  in  plain  and 
expreis  terms,  that  he  might  not  encourage  any  attempts 
of  the  common  people  to.fethim  up  for  a  temporal  king, 
nor  put  his  inveterate  enemies  upon  refutations  of  dis¬ 
patching  him  before  his  time,  -nor  might  foreftall  the 
-brighter  evidence  which  was  to  he  given  of  his  divine 
character  after  hisrefuire&ion.  Left  they,  who  would  not 
receive  the  apoftfes  declaration  now,  (hould  be  prejudiced 
againft  the  higher  teftimony  they  were  to  give  of  him  then. 

31  And  to  let  them  into- the  rcafoniif  this  prohibition, 
and  at  the  fame  time  into  the  great  deilgn  of  bis  coming 
into  the  world  to  perform  the  Meffiah’s  office,  he  began 
to  toll  them  very  freely,  which  he  afterwards  often  re¬ 
peated; 


Ch.  vffi. 

muythijiffi,  ukl 
and  bevrjctird  of 
the  clden,  and  of 
the  chief  prkft< 
and  icriboit  and 
be  kilicdj  and  af¬ 
ter  three  days  rife 
agaio. 


31  And  be 
fpake  that  ftyiag 
openly,  AqdPf* 
m  took  bln),  aftd 
began  to  rebuke 
turn. 


33  But  whed 
he  had  tarred  a* 
boat,  and  Idofccd 
on  hi*  diTdpUs* 
he  rebuked  Peter  t 
Ikying,  Oct  thee 
behind  me,  Sa* 
an  :  for  thou  (m- 
weetft  not  tbe 
thing*  that  b«  of 
God  ,  bat  the 
thing*  dutheof 
mdi« 


34  And  when 
he  had  called  tbe 
people  onto  him, 
with  hli  difciplo 
ahu,  he  laid  onto 
thcnt  Whosoever 
will  come  after 
rae, 

VOL.  I. 
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peated,  that,  before  he  fhould  appear  in  all  tbe  glory  of 
his  chara&er,  be  mult  fiiffel  many  fevere  and  opprobri* 
ous  things  from  tbe  hands  of  his  enemies ;  mutt  be  de* 
Died,  abuled,  and  treated  as  an  impoftor,  by  the  Jevji/b 
fanhedrim,  till  at  length  they  would  pot  him  to  a  pain* 
ful  and  ignominious  death,  three  days  after  which  he 
fhould  certainly  rile  again.  (See  the  note  on  Mat. 
Xxvii*  63.} 

32  And  now,  while  their  faith  was  lo  ftrong,  he 
thought  proper  to  tell  them  of  thefe  important  things 
(rfffvn «)  in  theplaineft  terms,  without  ufing  any  figure, 
that  he  might  check  their  expectations  of  worldly  gran* 
deur  from  Aim,  and' might  prepare  them  befbre-nand 
for  the  trial  of  his  fufferings,  and  prevent  their  after - 
itumhling  at  them.  But  they  did  not  know  how  to  take 
in  thoughts  of  this  kind  J  and  Piter  particularly,  upon 
hearing  him  (peak  of  fuffering  and  dying,  was  fo  full 
of  amazement  and  concern,  that  he  ralhly  took  him  a* 
fide,  and  id  too  free  a  manner  chid  him,  faying,  What 
do  you  mean  by  talking  at  this  rate?  far  be  it  from  thee. 
Lord,  that  any  of  thefe  difinal  things  Oiould  ever  come 
to  pals.  (Mat.  xvi.  22>) 

33  But  the  meek  and  humhle  Jeftu  never  discovered 
fuch  refentment  againft  a  difeipte  as  on  this  occafion  $ 
when,  turning  (hart  upon  Peter,  and  looking  with  a 
ftern  countenance,  and  with  a  glance  of  his  eye  toward 
the  reft  of  the  apofUes  that  they  might  the  more  obferve 
it,  he  Severely  took  him  to  talk  in  their  bearing,  and  laid 
to  bint  with  holy  indignation,  Away  with  all  this  falls 
friendOiip:  You  herein  ad  the  part  of  the  greateft  enemy 
to  the  moft  important  defign  of  my  commUEon  :  Satan 
hirafelf  could  not  fuggeft  a  mare  injurious  thing  to  me, 
and  you  are  really  doing  bis  work,  and  a&ing  under 
his  influence,  to  defeat  the  method  by  which  his  power 
is  to  be  deftroyed ;  (fee  tbe  note  on  Mat.  xvi.  23.):  For 
you  herein  have  no  true  dtfeeming  or  talk  of  the  (piritual 
nature  of  my  kingdom,  and  of  thole  things  which  God 
has  ordained  for  his  glory  and  the  redemption  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  j  but  are  only  relilhing  and  confulting  what  may  be 
moft  likely  to  promote  temporal  grandeur  and  worldly 
advantages. 

34  Then  ordering  the  people  to  draw  near,  that  they, 
together  with  his  apoftles,  might  bear  what  was  necef- 
fary  for  them  alfb  to  leant,  he  addrefied  himfclf  to  the 
whole  company  in.  the  followiug  manner:  Whofoever 
among  you  deGres  to  embrace  my  do&rine,  and  adhere 
to  me,  muft  be  unbottomed  from  feif,  and  be  ready  to 
give  up  his  worldly  honours,  pleafures,  and  enjoyments, 

%  T  and  . 


S£0 

me,  let  him  detrf 
IimiJfclf,  ditd  lake 
lip  his  ci oft,  »nd 
follow  me* 
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and  to  fuller  all  forts  of  perfecutions,  even  to  death,  fur 
my  feke  +  ;  and  mull  cleave  with  foil  purpofe  of  heart 
unto  me,  following  mv  example,  and  obi'erving  all  my 
commands. 


Sj  r<>r  wKoPv  35 .  For  he,  who,  thro’  unbelief  and  fear  of  fufferiogs, 
ever  will  *TC,t'£  (hall  difown  and  forlake  me  and  my  entile  in  hopes  oj 
butlwoever  preferving  his  life  for  the  pident,  (hall  certainly  lofe  it 
ihdl  lofc  hi,  life  by  tbe  word  of  deaths  for  ever  ;  But  be,  who,  from  a 
fur  my  i.ske  a -id  principle  of  faith  in,  and  love  to  me,  fliall  eourageoufly 
fcme^MKrwe  ifc  tabl’d  hi#  life  for  my  honour,,  and  fuffer  death  for  his 
belief,  efteem,  and  profeflion  of  my  gofpel,  (hall  only 
exchange  a  temporal  for  an  eternal  life  ;  and  fo,  pro¬ 
perly  fpeaking,  his  life  fliall  be  rather  perfe&ed  than  loft, 
and  he  will  be  the  greareft  gainer  in  tbe  end. 

3<  36,  37.  For  what  will  all  tbe  comforts  and  enjoyments 

m*o,  if  C  iliaU  of  this  uncertain,  unkitisfying,  and  perilhing  world,  a- 
giin*  the  wh«k  vail  any  man,  were  he  to  have  them  in  (heir  urmoftful- 
hft' own  fail  ?°*C  n€^s*  ”  at  his  own  precious  and  immortal  foul  ftiould 
it  or  what  be  loft  for  ever,  in  a  deprivation  of  all  happinefs,  and 
/hall  a  man  sivc  in  being  overwhelmed  with  eternal  angtrifh  and  defpair  ? 
h^» ^  ,<,r  can  compenfate  fuch  a  dreadful  lofs  as  this?  What 

**  °  '  cun  retrieve  it  ?  Or  what  would  not  any  man  in  his  fen- 

fes,  efpecrally  when  he  begins  to  feel  the  terrors  of  this 
lofs,  give  or  fuffer  to  prevent  it? 

j#  Wliofo<fflr  ^  The  condition  therefore  of  all  thofe  mnft  be  very 
asiMuieJ  of*  m«!  fad  indeed,  who  prefer  any  thing  in  this  world  to  me ; 
and  of  my  words*  fince  whoever,  upper  any  temporal  coafidcration,  fhaH 
and  hnfu^'nc'ra-  a®*a"*ed  to  profefs  and  Hand  up  for  me  and  my 
tbr  i  "of  him  a!f»  catife,  or  fliall  be  afraid  to  own.  me  and  my  gofpel,  peo- 
ihall  the  bon  of  pie,  and  ways,  in  a  corrupt  and  degenerate  age  that  op- 
tom«h  P0^3  and  reviles  them  }  the  true  Meffiah,  who  is  indeed 
ihe  glory  of  his  the  Son  of  man,  will  difdsmtoown  fuch  for  hisdifeipfee, 
sfrnher,  whh  the  when  he  fliall  appear  in  the  brighteft  glory  of  his  divine 
koly  aogelj.  as  well  as  office-characters,  furrounded  with  an  innumer¬ 


able  company  of  angels,  to  judge  the  world  in  righteouF- 
nefs  at  tbe  hilt  day.  (See  Ivfcix.26.and  the  note  upon  it.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Hoirnpt  is  tfntelief  to  raife  and  Aide  at  difficulties,  as  if  they  were  too  great 
for  Cimlt  to  furmount ;  and  how  pfbne  to  rtiifcnnltrrie  tia  difpwi  rations,  and  to 
forget  the  years  of  the  right  band  of  the  Mull  High  f  and  how  unrufonably  doth 
it  reject  the  plained  and  propereft  evidence  which  thrift  has  given,  and  want  to 
be  gratified  in  fome  extraordinary  wiy  of  its  own  foggefting !  But  faith,  and. not 
fancy,  is  to  be  encouraged;  and  all  thia  unbelief,  whether  in  the  total,  or  only  iti 
the  partial  degree,  argues  fuch  hardnefs  of  heart,  as  cafs  for  lamentation  and  fe- 
verc  reproof:  And  vet,  arhsf  how  great  are  its  remainders  iff  Cod's  own  people 
during  their  p relent  ftate  of  infirmity  f  Ifow  doth  air  evil  leaven  work  in  their, 

'  and 

N  O  T  E. 

t  7VK«j  nr  Ac  tfsft,  w  an  aliutuin  to  a  known  otfl'om  among  the  /?, dm*],  who  ohUgr-t 
•ho^-  that  were  fi.  he  ernrifwtl  to  tale  their  crofs,  or  al  leal!  part  of  ir,  upon  their  liloalCst., 
a«d  c.,iy  «  to  til*  pi  ace  ut  s*a-utioD.  liu  tile  note  on  eju’ii.  j*. 
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and  attempt  to  mfimute  itfelf  into  them !  And  what  need  have  the*  to  be  warn¬ 
ed,  aod  to  he  continually  watchful  againft  it,  and  that  with  refpoft  to  corrupt 
<l‘i&rincs  its  wcil.as  predicts*  becatifcof  the  bad  influence  that  principle  have 
upon  the  heart  and  life!  ThU  works  and  prevails  to  the  ruin  of  ubftmate  finneri; 
a nd  if  they  perfift  in  infidelity  and  impenitence,  Chrift  wilt  never  gratify  their  cu~ 
rtoUty  or  humour,  to  reclaim  them ;  die  will  turn  away  from  them  in  righteous 
tudigoatiem,  3IKi  leave  them  to  the  heavy  judgments  which  they  deforve.  But  ah 
how  ready  is  be  lo  bear  with  his  people’s  infirmities,  and  to  help,  and  heat,  and 
five  them,  who  are  fenfible  oF  tbeir  pants,  and  apply  by  faith  to  him  for  mercy  1 
He  fometime*  relieves  them  in  an  infcmt,  and  at  others  in  a  more  gradual  way; 
fametimes  in  a  public,  and  at  others  in  a  more  private  manner,  as  may  be  mo  ft 
For  his  glory  and  their  good;  aod.afl  hi*  gracious  difeoveries  to  them  arr  at  the 
moft  feafonablt  times,  when  they  are 'fitted  to  receive  them,  and  moft  likely  not 
to  abufc  them:  But  if  Satan  gets  an  advantage,  and  they,  through  his  influence, 
and  the  Carnal  workings  of  their  own  hearts,  make  a  wrong  ufe  of  them,  Chrift 
will  ihew  hi*  difpleafnre,  and  fharply  rebuke  them,  how  much  foever  he  loves 
them.— How  low  werehU  difcipks  notions  about  the  nature  of  his  kingdom,  and 
how  flow  of  understanding,  bcjfcvmg,  and  contenting  to,  the  plaineft  notices  he 
gave  them  of  his  fufferings  and  death*  But  we  mufr  receive  a  humbled,  well  aa 
an  exalted  Saviour,  iF  we  would  have  him  v  for  our  own ;  and  mu  ft  be  ready  to 
fuffer  with  him,  and  not  be  afhamed  to  own  him  by  n-profrfled  fubfciffion  to  him, 
however  we  may  be  reproached  for  it,  as  ever  we  hope  to  be  glorified  vtiih  him, 
and  to  be  owned  by  him,  when  he  ihall  come  in  the  illoftrioos  p6mp  and  gr3n» 
dour  of  the  laft  day.  What  are  all  the  fufterings  and  flume  of  this  prefent  ftate, 
compared  with  the  glory  that  lhall  |be  revealed  then  ?  And  then  what  fignifica  it 
whether  we  be  in  the  profperousor  affiided  circumftauccs  of  this  dying  life? 
The  great  concern  is,  what  will  become  of  our  immortal  fouh*  and  what  they  JhalL 
be  for  ever* 


CHAP,’  IX. 

Chrift1" s  tranftgurationy  i, — 10*  His  difcoUrfe  about  the  coming  tif  E* 
lias*  1 1*— 13*  He  cafts  <$*t  an' rut  I  fpirity  which  his  difcipUs  could 
not  do  for  want  of  faiths  14,*— 19*  Forfeit  his  death  and  refurrec - 
tiont  30,-32,  Exhorts  his  difciples  to  humility %  33, — 37.  Forbids 
to  prevent  tbeir  ailing  for  him  who  were  not  againft  him>  and  cau¬ 
tions  againfi  offending  any  that  believe  in  himy  381—50. 

Paraphrase, 

OUR  Lord*  at  the  clofe  of  the  foregoing  difcourfe* 
fold  t>  I  afluredly  tel)  you,  that  the  Mefltah  will 
foon  give  a  fpecimen  of  his  judicial  power :  For*  fame 
who  are  now  living*  and  hearing  me  fpeak,  (hall  not  die* 
til!  they  fee  a  fignal  appearance  of  his  power  and  king¬ 
dom,  in  the  plentiful  effufion  of  his  fpirit,  in  the  factor 
deflruftion  of  the  Jews  for  tbeir  aggravated  unbelief, 
and  in  the  amazing  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel*  and  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  New-Teftament  church  thro'  the  world  j 
and  fome  (hall  very  foon  behold  a  lively  emblem  of  all 
Ms  glory,  which  fhall  hereafter  be  more  fully  revealed. 

T  z  (See 

N  O  T  R* 

f  Here  iaevhtendy  a  uprougdt^uronof  ibe  evanedifts;  and  therefore  it  rijght  to  have 
chapter?,  which  was  the  work  efiaucrugeft  concluded  the  former  chapter,  and  not  K-- 
F;*r  this  verft  bdong*  to  the  clcrft  nf  th*:  pre*  g-m  this,  according  tit  the*  division  thst  u 
iVom  the  other  rjadcLi  jcltcuidiaj*.  x\\<  aacl  avi;, 


Tex  r. 

And  he 

unto  them. 
Verity  1  6y  unto 
you,  that  there  be 
Joint  oh  hem  that 
fnnd  here*  which 
fnall  not  uftcof 
death,  (ill  they 
hive  fecn  the 
kingdom  of  God 
come  with  power* 


<9® 

%  And  after 
fix  days>  j*lbs 
trfti  vith  him* 
PcttiTtiad  James* 
fnrf  lewkth  ifiera 
hp  qulo  an 
mountain  apart 
Ey  tlrciftfihrte  : 
and  he  v4  iranf- 
£  jin  ex)  before 

them, 

j  And  hrj  ni* 
mem  became  (hi- 
fi  tag,  exceeding 
white  aifnow  ;io 
as  no  fuller  on 
earth  can  whiw 
them, 

4  Aridlhertr*fK 
pcarol  onto  them 
EHu,  with  Mo" 
frs  :  Mid  they 
w to  ulfcin j  with  - 
/tfiis. 


S  And  Peter 
anfwcrcd  and  (kid 
fo  jeftt**  Matter, 
tt  Is  flood  for  nr 
<o  be  here;  and 
lex  us  make  three 
frhcniieki ;  one 
for  thee,  and  one 
frr  Mufis,  and 
6oc  for  Etta, 


d  For  he  wiflf 
not  whu  to  iky  ; 
for  they  ^erefore 
afraid- 


7  And  there 
was  a  cloud  that 
or  crib  ado  wed 
them:  and  a  met 
<>me  oik  of  tbe 
eloud  ,  ikying  , 
1'his  is  my  hcEi* 
J**i  Son  i  hear 

KuiK 
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(See  the  note  on  Mat.  xvi.  38.) 

2  And  after  fix  days  were1  completely  run  out  from 
this  rime,  {Lake  ix#  28.)  Jtfns  tingled  out  three  of  hid 
apoftlea,  Peter,  James,  and  John :  and  taking  them  a  - 
long  with  him  to  the  top  of  a  remarkable  nigh  hill, 
(fee  the  note  on  Mat*  xvib  1.)  the' form  of  his  perfon 
was  there  fudderrly  changed  iotofuch  dazzling  luftre, 
as  gave  bint  the  appear&ice  of  God  incarnate,  before 
their  eyes.  (See  Mat.  xvii.  3.  and  the  note  there.) 

3  His  face  not  only  (bone  with  rays  of  brighmefs  like 
the  meridian-fun  rn  a  dear  Iky  \  but  beams  of  divine 
glory  feemed  to  dart  thro’  every  pore  of  bis  body;  and, 
by  means  of  thefe,  all  hi$  clothes  glittered,  and  appeared 
as  perfectly  white  as  fnow,  farfurpaffmg  the  uunoft 
power  of  the  fulfing-art  to  imitate* 

4  And,  as  a  farther  repr dentation  of  his  corning 
hereafter  to  be  glorified  in  his  (aims,  two  eminent  fer- 
vantsof  God  from  heaven  appeared  with  him,  in  (bin  mg 
robes,  viz.  Mofes  and  Elias  >  And  to  (hew  that  the  law 
and  the  prophets,  aa  well  ait  the  evangeltfts  and  apoflles, 
bore  wit  rids  to  Chrift,  and  that  Old  as  well  as  New 
Tdtament  believers  (hould  be  glorified  with  him,  thefe 
ancient  chiefs  of  tbe  former  dtipenfadoo  were  admitted! 
to  commune  with  -him. 

$  Then  Peter,  full  of  eeftafy  and  amazement  at  this 
glorious  and  tranfportirig  fight,  broke  out  into  the  fol¬ 
lowing  exclamation  and  reqaeft,  hoii,  what  a  heavenly 
interview  is  this  1  What  an  honour  and  delight  is  it  for 
us,  thy  poor  difciples,  to  he  favoured  with  ftich  a  pre- 
fence  !  Here  let  us  all  fix. our  abode;  and^  in  order 
thereunto,  fuller  us  to  ereQ  three  tents,  one  for  thee, 
another  for  Mofes,  and  tbe  third  for  EHat,  that  what  we 
now  .enjoy  may  be  continued  to  <16. 

6  So  powerfully  did  bis  warm  affeltions  bear  down 
his  judgment ;  for  he,  as  well  as  his  two  other  brethren, 
was  in  a  manner  overcome  with  awful  wonder  and  joy, 
fo  that  he  almoft  loft  poffeflion  of  his  own  mind,  and 
hardly  knew  what  he  laid. 

7  And,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fupemataral  cloud,  which 
was  a  further  emblem  of  the  divine  glory,  defeended 
upon  the  company,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat.  xvii.  5.);  and 
out  of  the  cloud  a  voice  from  God  the  Father  himfelf 
reached  the  ears  of  die  apoftles,  faying.  This  is  my  be¬ 
loved  Son,  who  partakes  of  my  nature,  and  fulfils  my 
pleafure,  arid  is  the  grand  medium  of  all  communion 
between  me  and  my  people,  and  who.  reveals  my  will 
as  the  laft  and  (landing  rule  of  faith  and  obedience  in  all 
things  1  Reverence,  adore,  and  believe  in  him,  and 
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hearken  diligent]  y  to  the  voice  of  his  word  in  whatsoever 
be  (hall  fay  unto  you. 

a  And  fudden.  8  And  prefen  tly  after  this  voice,  the  cloud  was  with- 
JZd  drawn, and  Moftt  and Blias  were  gone  j  and  the apolHes,, 
i>ntit,  they  fa*  no  recovering  thcrafclvcs  out  of  the  rapturous  conller nation' 
mu  u j  mow,  which  had  almoft  overfet  their  mortal  nature,  and  look- 
StK  th^MvlZ  ***8  about,  .few  nobody  with  them  but  Jefos  himfelf,  who 
then  appeared  again  with  his  ufual  garb  and  countenance, 

«  And  at  they  9  Then  Jefus  came  down  wich  his  a  pottles  from  the 

pme down  fnwi  mount}  and,  before  their  got  to  any  oilier  company, 
ebuyed them  (hat  ftwcxly  enjoined  them  to  take  no  nonce  of  what  they 
they  ibonld  tell  bad  feen  to  any  one,  till  after  his  refurre&ion,  became 
♦hi  TIL/iS  l^ial  wou^  ^  ^  propereftand  moll  feafonable  time  for 
feUfujl  die Son  kUy  manifefting  and  pabKfliing  his  glory,  and  would 
of  manwemnfen  procure  more  credit  to  their  report  of  this  tranfactian, 
from  the  dad.  than  it  would  have  found  bad  they  made  it  during,  hit 

ftate  of  humiliation, 

to  And  they  io  Accordingly,  is  obedience  to  his  command,  they 
**(«  kept  the  fecret  among  themfclves  till  after  he  was  rifent 

qurOkwang  one  but,  in  the  mean  time,  they  canraded  things  over  in  a 
with  another  <»iut  way  of  inquiry  and  debate  one  with  another  about  the 
*1*  fo  *hicn  they  were  to  underftand  his  rifing  from 

”  the  -dead}  whether  it  were  to  be  raken  literally,  or  hi 
fome  metaphorical  reference  to  a  revival  of  his  temporal 
dominion  and  glory  which  their  heads  were  full  of,  but 
of  which  there  wereluUe  viftbie  hopes  in  the  then  pre¬ 
fect  ftate  of  things. 

it  And  they  1 1  And  as  Elias  had  only  fitewn  himfelf  privately  and 
rrandeiidy  to  themfclves,  and  they  were  obliged  to  make 
ImU-i  **  atl  abfolute  fecret  tift&fter  what  Chrift  had  called  h|s 

■mtdfirftcome  1  own  refurre&ion,  they  afked  him,  Why  their  doftora 
infilled  upon  it,  that  BHaj  mult  appear  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  before  the  Medial),  to  make  way  for  liis  coming  to 
fef  up  his  kingdom. 

(i  And  he  to-  In  anfwer  to  this,  our  Lord  told  them,  It  was  in- 
f'*ere<l  “d  dead  neeeflaty,  according  to  the  feripture,  that  Eiiq.s 
lymiuuT  bft,  fliottld  fir-ft  appear,  to  begin  anil  lead  the  way  to  the 
-tnd  -icAorsth  iU  great  reformation  which  th£  Mefiiah  was  to  make  in  the 
things;  *od  how  world,  ky  dimming  the  people  to  him  :  And  he  further 
ton  v?u«iftS  informed  them  how  the  ancient  prophets  had  likewifc 
lie muft Aider au-  foretold,  that  die  incarnate  Son  pf  God  mpft  undergo 
nj  things,  ud  be  yiiany  fufferings  from  the  hands/hf  wicked  men,  and  be 
i«  «t  nmig  t.  contemned  and  rejeded  as  an  importer,  and  even  put  to 
death,  before  the  manifeftationof  his  kingdom  and  glory. 

t;  Bat  Ttjy  VW-  >3  But,  (ays  He,  I  alllire  you,  that  the  Eliai  intended 
to  yoo,  tka  Elia*  iq  prophecy  +  has  already  appeared,  and  done  his  work ; 
«  nuked  jatm  tfe  Baptifi  came  in  the  fpirit  and  power  of  that 

f,  , 

NOT  F« 

f  Ai  hit  ipriftn,  Vttos  »  Gooungi  -aid  a rt  ta Ox  teihs  of 
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and  the f  h^ve 
done  unto  hint 
whatsoever  they 
tilled^  it  iswrit* 
ten  of  him. 


14  And  when 
heCfiffKio^Jdif- 
ciptc*,  he  Ciw  a 
great  mnltiiudca- 
hnut  them,  and 
the  ffribflf  qiw- 
ilicmng  with 
them* 

1  $  Andftrel^ht- 
way  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  vrjipn  they 
heheU  him,  were 
greatly  amued  , 
md  ninniog  to 
L|mplaluted  mol- 


iti  Andheaik- 
cd  lUc  fcHbct , 
TpVhat  q  ltd)  km  ye 
With  them  l 


17  And  one, of 
the  multuudcan- 
fwrred,  and  laid, 
Matter,  T  have 
brought  on  to  thee 
tny  fqn ,  which 
hath  a  dumb  /pi- 
lit: 

t8  And  'vbete- 
foever  he  taktih 
him,  he  teirctfi 
him  ;  and  he 
foameth  t  and 
gnafbeth  with  bil 
leeth,  and  pincth 
away:  aiiilllpakt 
to  thy  dtfciplfF, 
that  they  Should 
cafthtmmit;  and 
they  eoohi  not. 

id  He  an  - 
fWcrcd  him,  and 
Arth, 
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famous  man,  as  the  forerunner  of  the  Mefliah  ;  ami  yU 
the  fcribtSy  being  milled  by  falfe  traditions  to  expert  a 
pcrfonal  appearance  of  Elijah  the  TiJbbitCy  would  not 
own  John  under  that  ebarader ;  but  fhameftiJly  defpifed 
him,  and  were  willing  that  he  Ihould  be  deftroyed. 

14  The  day  after  Chrift’s  coining  down  with  the  three 
d ifciples  from  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  (Lukt  ix*  37O 
he  went  to  the  place  where  the  reft  of  the  apoltles  were, 
and  found  a  great  company  of  people  crowding  about 
them,  and  the  doctors  of  tfiedaw  difputing  with  them, 
in  hopes  of  being  too  hard  for  them  while  their  Lord 
was  not  prefent  to  affift  arid  take  their  part. 

15  And  immediately,  upon  his  appearing,  a  univer- 
fal  fur p rife  and  ple^fure  fpread  through  the  multitude, 
who  had  before  miffed  him,  and  knew  not  where  he  was 
gone,  Dor  whether  they  Qumldevcr  be  able  to  find  him 
again  ;  they  therefore,  in  all  hafte  flocking  to  him,  ex - 
pfefled  xheir  joy  in  refpe&ful  fain  cations,  to  bid  him 
Vr^lcome. 

16  Then  he,  who  knew  all  that  palled  whilft  hewas 
ahfent,  as  well  as  when  he  was  prefent,  a  (Iced  the  Jcwijb 
doctors,  what  was  the  matter,  or  the  reafon  of  tbeir  tlif- 
pute  with  the  apoftks,  whom  they  had  been  contending 
yith  ? 

17  Upon  which,  they  not  caring  to  enter  the  lifts 
with  him,  one  of  the  company  replied.  Sir,  it  is  occa- 
fioned  by  my  bringing  my  only  fon  to  thee  to  fee  whe¬ 
ther  I  could  get  any  relief  for  him,  who  is  finely  afflic¬ 
ted  by  an  evil  fpirit,  which  has  .taken  away  his  fpeech 
and  hearing,  {ver,  25-) 

18  And  his  cafe  is  fo  deplorable,  that  when  or  where* 
fbever  this  malicious  fpirit  fei?es  him,  be  throws  him 
into  violent  copvullions  }  fo  that,  poor  creature,  he 
fioths  at  the  mouth,  grates  his  teeth*  and,  being  oken 
feized  and  tormented,  is  almoft; reduced  to  a  fled c ton  : 
I  iheiefbre,  not  finding  thee,  in  treated  fome  of  thy  dif- 
ciples  to  dirpoflefs  this  mifehievous  doemou^  but,  ulus  ! 
he  is  fuch  a  powerful,  headilrong  fpirit,  that  they  could 
not  mailer  him. 

19  Now  as,  upon  the  apcftJcs  fruitlefs  attempt,  this 
man's  unbelief  put  him  upon  taking  pan  with  thr  ft  hhn 
in  the  fortgoing  difpiuc,  our  Lord*a  anl'wer  was  in  a 
wav  of  reproof  to  him,  which  f  included  them,  faying, 

O 


NOTE. 

t  It  is  ftnnpc  t<*  tufj  tbit  no  eypoiilor  oii  Jtf art*  xviL  iy*  fixms  dnrly  to  to- 
vhom  1  havert  JiJblKit  nn  thk  pWt  riktsany  mine,  that  the  and  the  people  v;*m 

pofictot  ilibei)  eitpreftLybid,  tlwt  our  l.ord  tided  wlih  rhtm,  together  with  this  sr.d 
direOrd  tbUauUci  lo  the  fa*  her  or  the  child,  not  the  i|MllIts,  vet*  meant  by  ihe 
y  h:cht  *.j:h  ufctr  realci;*  ^ivtn  a  the  note  generation  wtai::  Chnft  ou  this  occifion  >  - 
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fidth,  0  faitllkf, 
£cacration>  bow 
Innjf  flulL  I  be 
with  ml  bffw 
Jong  Iruti  E  fuller 
y^u?  bring  him 
tvio  me. 


lo  Ant!  ihfy 
brought  him  tin- 
to  him  ;  and 
when  hefawhim, 
ftniginway  the 
Ipiril  cart  him ; 
ami  licfrllon  the 

jjrftunili  and  umI- 

h>wlt  learning. 


it  And  head¬ 
ed  hi*  lather,  Ho« 
long  h  k  ago 
finec  this  eame un¬ 
to  him  ?  And  lie 
u+;dj  Of  4-eUdil ; 

a*  And  oft  ~ 
time*  it  turh  call 
him  into  the  the, 
ti\d  into  the  wa¬ 
ters,  io  dcilruy 
him;  but  if  thou 
tiinfl  do  '  any 
tiling,  havecona-* 
piflioa  on  u*,  and 
help  us, 

1 5  Jefus  Dili) 
tmio  him,  lfth*>u 
on  It  Ijcikvc,  all 
things  jrfpollib  Lc 
to  him  that  Ulk* 
vttb. 


3  4Andftr*ight* 
way  the  father  of 
till  ‘child  cried 
out,  and  laid,  with 
tears,  Lord,  1  be¬ 
lieve  f 
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0  p  err  eric  and  unbelieving  let  of  men,  bow  long  (hall 
it  be  before  the  wonderful  chiugs  I  am  daily  performing 
will  (atisfy  you  of  my  unlimited  power  to  work  the 
gFieaeeil  mi  nicies,  by  what  hand  and  .whenever  I  pi  cafe  ? 
and  bow  long  (lull  my  patience  be  tried,  and  my  foul 
grieved  at  the  hardnefs  of  your  hearts,  before  ye  will 
believe?  Bring  tike  lad  hither,  that  I  may  give  you  this' 
farther  proof  of  my  power  and  mercy  in  healing  him. ' 

20  They  accordingly  brought  him  to  Jefus  ,  and,  as 

foon  as  the  youth  came  within  light,  the  evil  fpirit, 
enraged  it  the  thought  of  being  difpoffoUed,  flung  the 
poor  young  creature  into  a  terrible  lit,  tore  him  with 
violent  convuliions  as  if  he  would  pfefently  rack  him  to 
death,  and  threw  him  furioufly  down  upon  the  ground, 
where  he  lay  tumbling  and  tolling  about,  and  foaming 
at  the  mouth.  ~  ' 

21  And  whilft  be  lay  in  this-diftrds  before  all  the 
people,,  our  Lord,  to  lliew  how  incurable  a  cafe  this 
was  by  any  human  means,  aiked  the  father,  in  thetr  hear¬ 
ing,  flow  long  his  ion  had  been  in  this  miferable  con¬ 
dition  ?  He  replied,  Alas!  this  is  no  new  thing,  he  has 
been  fubjeck  to  it  even  fromjhis  childhood  to  th  is  very  day : 

2a  And  in  many  of  thele  terrible  (its  the  devil  has 
violently  hurled  him  fometimes  into  the  fire,  and  at  o- 
thers  into  the  water,  to  rhe  apparent  hazard  of  his  life. 
But  now.  Sir,  1  iminbiy  oiler  him  to  your  compaffion^ 
and  beg,  that  if  this  cafe  be  not  beyond  the  reach  of  your 
power,  the  calamitous  circumfhnccs  of  it  may.  move 
your  pity  toward  him  and  me,  and  engage  your  help. 

Jelus  anlVereJ,  I  hr  only  difficulty  lies  in  your 
own  unbelief;  You  pur  an  if  upon  my  ability,  I  return 
it  upon  your  faith }  if  you  am  but  as  ready  to  believe  in 
my  power  and  mercy,  as  I  am  to  exert  them,  all  will 
be  well,  and  nothing  Hull  be  fount!  too  difficult  for  me 
to  do :.  What  lay  you,  then  ?  Do  you  really  believe  that 
1  am  able  to  do  this  great  thing  for  your  fon  ? 

24  Upon  this,  the  father  ot  the  poor  afflicted  youth, 
refle&ing  on  the  late  workings  of  his  unbelief,  and  find, 
ing  a  fpirit  of  faith  beginning  to  tyring  up  within  him, 
cried  out  aloud,  with  tears  of  intermingled  grief  and 
joy.  Lord,  I  now  do  finccrcly  believe  in  thy  ali'fullicU 
ency  for  my  help,  and  am  aihamed  to  think  that  there 
fliould  be  fo  much  unbelief  in  my  heart  as  thou  haft  fecn 

there ; 

T  ¥.. 

their  Matter's  name  ;  and  bis  afterward* 


ii  O 

feiCTely  nproved ;  For  ;t  is  natural  tr>  flip¬ 
py,  that;  upon  the  apoftlcs  attempting  in 
vain  to  relieve  hk  fi>n,  hit  A tfappoi  nt  rwart  ovtr- 
ttmw  hkfaifh,  w d  wade  him  fall  in  with  the 
fjr&tsm  their  difpute  againft  thtit],  a*  nrra- 
bic  to  work  io  a  miiitie  as  this  even  in 


(ver  1.1*13)  ipC3ktn^tl>>ubtfuUy  ot'Owitrs 
poticr,  and  Omit  pnitti>g  it  to  him  whe¬ 
ther  he  Iwlicrcd  that  he  was  able  to  vura  KU 
fi>n,  flreugt liras  this  thought,  ike  the 
note  on  Lit:  ;x.  41. 


$$6 


licvc  ;  hdp  thou 
mine  unbelief* 


%S  Whcajefut 
<iw  that  tbt  peo¬ 
ple  ttM«  nwii  ilng 
tigethtt,  Iwiebii- 
k«d  the  foul  fpl- 
iilt  frying  unto 
him,  Than  dumb 
and  deaf  ipirU,  1 
charge  thee  come 
out  of  bim,  and 
tnUr  qumureip'* 
to  him* 


w  eripd  ■  ***& 
him  lore  t  and 
eunc  oat  of  him; 
and  hc-v^iuonc 
dead;  tofomuth, 
that  many  £ud, 

He  it  dead. 

But  Jdiit 
took  bim  Ut  the 

fund*  and  lifted 
bim  qp ;  and  he 
uofe. 

And  when 
he  wu  come  into 
the  bnufe,  bis  dif- 
dpks  aiked  him 
privately.  Why 
rabid  nor  w<  calx 
him  out  ? 

19  Aodbefaid 
unto  them,  This 
kind  can  come 
forth  by  nothur* 
hut  Ky  prayer  and 
fcfting. 

jo  Api  they 
deputed  tbeiutf 
and  paf&d  thro* 
Galilee;  tod  be 
would  not  that 
any  man  Ihould 
knovic' 


)l  Forhctxugbt 
hp  difnples  vid 
fcid  qnto  tfacmt 
ITie^oo  of  mao 
U  delivered  into 
the  bind*  of  men, 

aod 
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there :  O  forgive  it,  and  take  away  all  the  remainders 
of  it,  that  I  and.  my  fon  may  be  thoroughly  cured)  I  of 
my  fpiritual,  and  he  of  his  corporal  iltfcafe,  at  once. 

9^  As  foon  as  he  had  uttered  thefe  words  in  (he  hear* 
tag  of  the  multitude)  they  crowded  up  (till  nearer  to  fee 
the  event  |  which  when  Jefoa  obferved,  he,  turning  to¬ 
ward  the  diftrefled  youth,  fpoke  with  awful  majefty  and 
power  to  the  evil  fpirit)  uying,  Thou  malicious  and 
mUchievous  demon,  who,  befides  other  a£b  of  violence, 
haft  taken  away  the  fpeccb  and  the  hearing  of  this  perfon, 
tho*  thou  teGftedft  my  applUcs,  I  will  now  make  thee 
feel  my  atithority,.  and  force  thee  to  obey  it :  1  Therefore 
peremptorily  command  thee  to  depart  from  him,  and 
never  to  trouble  him  more. 

26  No  fooocr  had  Jefns  fpoken  in  this  manner,  but 
the  evil  fpirjt  made  a  hideous  roaring,  and,  flinging  him 
iuto  terrible  convulfions,  departed  from  him  with  the 
greaceft  flgns  of  ill-nature- and  idu&ance  imaginable : 
And  the  young  man  on  a.fudden  lay  ftill,  ana,  to  all 
appearance,  fo  entirely  breathkfs  on  the  ground,  that 
many  of  the  company  verily  thought  him  to  he  dead. 

27  But  Jefus  taking  hold  of  his  band,  commanded 
him  to  rife ;  and  he  inflantly  got  up,  being  perfe£Uy  well 
at  once. 

28  When  all  this  was  over,  and  our  Lord  and  bis 
difciples  were  retired  into  an  boufe  alone,  they  privately 
required  of  him,  What  might  be  the  reafon  of  their  not 
being  able  to  call  the  devil  out  of  rhts  youth,  as  well  as 
to  perform  other  miracles  which  they  had  wrought  in 
his  name  ? 

29  He  told  them  it  was  becanfe  that  fort  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  faith  of  miracles,  which  was  neceffary  in  them 
to  the  calling  out  of  devils,,  could  not  ordinarily  go  forth, 
or  exert  ttfelf  to  produce  its  efie£t,  without  folemn  prayer 
with  falling,  which  they  had  negle&ed.  (See  the  note 
on  Mut.  xvii.  21.) 

30  After  this,  our  Lord,  dcGgning  to  go  into  Judeat 
(chap.  x.  1.)  travelled  privately,  with  his  apoflJes  only, 
thro*  GaHlte^  without  the  knowledge  of  the  people,  that 
be  might  not  be  hindered,  by  their  flocking  to  bim,  from 
reaching  Jxrufalem  at  the  time  be  propofed,  and  that  he 
might  have  the  better  opportunity  of  tallrucitag  thefe 
his  conllant  attendants  by  the  way. 

31  For  he  then  inliftea  upon  what  be  bad  told  them 
before,  (chap.  via.  31.)  faying.  It  is  already  fettled  by 
the  decree  of  my  Father,  and  By  the  prophecies  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  that  I  the  Melfiah  (ball,  by  divine  per- 
minion,  be  perfldioufly  betrayed^  and  put  into  the  power. 

’  ;  *  ■  of 
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wdtteya»ttkiU  of  wicked  men  ;  and  they  will  deal  cruelly  with  me,  till 
Jjj5  tahHiu  they  take  me  off  by  a  violent  death  1  and  on  the  third 
he  (hall  life  the  day  afterwards  I  {hall  rife  again  from  the  dead, 
ihifd  day.  3a  ■  But  ftill,  tho’  he  fpoke  of  tbefe  things  in  the  moft 

duftwd  mtthit  P^m  exprefe  terms,  they  could  not  comprehend  bia 
fayin&  and  w«n  meaning,  the  literal  fcnfe  being  fo  contrary  to  all  their 
jlnidto alktum.  opinions  about  fats  fecular  dominion ;  and  they  were  a- 
iharaed  and.  afraid  to  defire  him  to  explain  himfelf  any 
further  upon  tbofe  points,  left  he  Arnold  be  dilpleafoa 
with  them  for  their  ignorance  and  ftupidity. 

)}Aadhso>Bs  33  Hereupon  they  entered  into  hot  and  carnal  con* 
SLi^ban'^a'die  to>tion6amoog  themfelres  on  the  road.  And  when  Jefitt 
Ur*.  }£  dked  arriving  at  Captntaum,  went  with  them  into  the  houfc 
them,  Whai  *w  of  his  ofual  refidence  there,  he,  whofe  knowledge  was 
privy  to  their  moft  fecret  tran  factions,  took  an 
Hire  ,  by the  opportunity  to  afk  them.  What  they  had  been  dtiputing 
»»?  1  about  in  their  journey  ? 

14  Bin  they  34  But  they,  being  confcious  that  the  fubjed:  of  their 
for^by^th****?  debate,  together  with  the  pride  and  warmth  with  which 
th«y  bad  deputed  they  had  managed  it,  was  unbecoming,  and  would  be 
amoorthemfcim  offcoGvc  to  their  Lord,  made  no  reply,  till  they  found 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  think  of  concealing  it  from  him, 
•  {Mat,  xviii.  1.)  For  the  main  point  in  eager  difputc  be* 

tween  them,  while  they  were  travelling  together,  was 
about  which  of  them  ihould  have  the  precedence  in  his 
temporal  kingdom,  which  they  imagined  from  his  ex* 
prefiions  (ver.  9.)  be  would  rife  to  with  great  glory,  aa 
fbon  as  he  ihould  get  through  tome  fliocking  difficulties 
and  troubles  that  would  amount  to  their  notion  of  a  civil 
death. 


is  And  he  to  35  Then,  to  put  a  check  upon  their  fierce  and  am* 
bilious  temper  and  worldly  views,  Jefus  fitting  down, 
Aidi  nan 'them,  and  calling  all  the  apofttes  about  him,  told  them,  that 
if  uynm  define  the  way  for  any  one  to  be  advanced  to  the  higheft  ho- 
AiM^ibdl'bcUft  noors  privileges  of  hit  kingdom,  was,  to  have  low 
of  in,  Hd  fa-  thoughts  of  himfelf,  and  condefcend  to  the  humbleftfer- 
wK«f«lL  vices  for  doing  good  t  but  that,  if  any  one  fhould  be 
contentious,  and  proudly  afpire  after  preferment  and 
prehemmcDce  over  others,  he  ihould  be  reckoned  the 
i«  And  he  meaneft  of  all,  and  ihould  be  really  abafed,  and  fall  un¬ 
lock  a  child,  and  der  the  greateft  contempt. 

mil!}™!  diem*  3^  And,  to  imprefa  tbefe  fentiments  by  a  vifiblc  em- 
,od  vhen  be  had  blem,  he,  calling  a  little  child,  placed  hi  m  before  them  j 
uto  fate  in  bis  and  then,  affectionately  embracing  him  in  his  arms,  ad- 
»ms,beAidw.to  <^4  himfelf  to  them,  faying, 

rr'whofocrrr  ,  37  The  account  I  make  of  meek  and  humble  fouls* 
fhall  mene  one  who,  like  this  infant,  have  no  ambitious  views,  is  fitch, 
myaone^  that  1  efteem  them  partakers  of  my  fpifit  and  likt- 
‘  f<ti*  uefc. 


2^3 

oeivcth  me:  and 
whoio  (lull  re¬ 
ceive  ii>c(  recei¬ 
ver  h  not  me,  hut 
hun  that  lent  me. 


3H  And  John 
him  ? 

ftyui^j  Maflfr,  ve 

fe*  one  cafHug 
VOL  rieviU  in  thv 
nJiI)Ct  Alld  lit  (of- 
liiwcth  nut  us  i 
vmi  ve  forbade 
E'tr^nie  he 
:Hh*.ktdi  not  us. 
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nefs,  ami  as  fbndiiig  in  the  neared  relation  to  me; 
and  whomever  (ball  heartily  love  and  (hew  favour  to  any 
one  of  them,  becanfe  of  hie  refcmblance  of  me,  and  re¬ 
lation  to  me,  (hall  be  e  (teemed  as  having  done  it  to  my* 
fdf;  and  not  to  me  only;  for  this  is  the  fame  thing  as 
doing  it  to  my  heavenly  Father,  who  feat  me,  and  is  one 
with  me. 

38  This  difeourfe  fo  affefled  the  apoftle  Joknt  that) 
refleQing  on  a  late  in  (la  nee  of  his  own  and  his  brethren! 
behaviour,  he  wanted  to  know  whether  it  were  confident 
with  that  meek  and  humble  (pint  which  his  Lord  bad 
been  recommending;  and  therefore  faid  to  him,  Mailer, 
we  one  day  law  a  man  making  ate  of  thy  name. to  call 
out  devils,  though  he  was  neither  one  of  the  twelve 
nor  of  the  fevaity  to  whom  thou  gaveft  authority  to 
preach  and  work  miracles,  nor  had  ever  joined  our  com¬ 
pany  and  attended  on  thee  as  one  of  thy  pro  felled  dif- 
ciples  f ;  and  therefore  we  charged  him  never  to  do  fo 
any  more,  led  thy  honour  fliould  fuft'er  by  peoples  ta¬ 
king  upon  them  to  act  in  thy  name,  without  a  commiflion 
from  thee. 


^3  But  Jetts 
Torhid  him 
:  hu  ihcre  h 
no  man  which 
fliiiti  do  a  miracle 
:li  my  name,  That 
cm  lightly  (grab, 
evil  of  me* 

4*  For  lie  that 
li  not  again  A  u±t 
is  on  out  part* 


41  Furwhofo- 
cver  (hill  give  von 
n  cup  or  water 
to  drink  in  my 
name,  hcceufc  ye 
heloog  to  Chart, 
*triiy  \  fry  tinio 
yon.  He  (hall  not 
kijc  UU  reword. 


39  But  our  Lord  replied.  It  was  wrong  in  you  to  go 
about  to  prevent  or  difeourage  him :  For  it  can  hardly 
be  thought  that  any  one  who,  has  fo  much  faith  in  me  as 
to  make'ule  of  my  name,  and  that  againft  Satan,  and 
is  (0  far  owned  as  to  be  enabled  to  perform  fuch  a  mi¬ 
raculous  work,  can  readily  fay  any  thing  diflionourable 
of  that  very  name  by  which  he  performed  it. 

40  For  if  any  man  be  not  aa-enemy,  carrying  on  a 
contrary  defign  to  that  which  we  are  purfiling,  it  is  to 
be  prefumed  that  he  is  a  friend  ;  and  he  ought  not  to  he 
di  (countenanced,,  hut  encouraged,  even  in  the  final  left 
and  moft  diftant  exprelfionsof  his  friendflup  and  relpett. 

41  For  whoever,  from  an  heart  well-afie£led  to¬ 
ward  me,  (hall  perform  the  lead  offices  of  kindneJs  to 
any  of  you  my  friends  and  fervants,  for  my  nlme’s  fake, 
bccauie  ye  are  my  difciples,  and  are  engaged  in  my  ler- 
viee,  even  though  it  were  hut  giving  you  fo  inconfidcr- 
able  a  refrcfhment  as  a  cup  of  cold  water;  I  folemnly 
aflbre  you,- it  (hall  be  gracioully  accepted,  and  fliall  have 
its  reward. 


41  And  -who 
fewer  JbJiofttud 
ore  of  fw/f  liilk. 

that  believe 
id  me,  it  ii  better 
for 


42  And,  on  the  other  hand,  I  declare,  with  rcfpe£t 
to  others  as  well  as  you,  that  whofoever  (hall  difeourage, 
grieve  or  hinder  any,  tho*  it  were  but  the  'weakeft  and 
meanelt  believer  in  me,  or  fervant  of  mine,  it  would 
have  been  much  rather  to  be  chofen,  that  he  fiiould 

have 


-MOTE. 

t  it  ir  not  oniikely  boc  thu  this  war  one  of  Jilin  tie  Buptji’s  difcipl«,  who  bcliertal  in 
Cirri',  :l:ongl]  hr  did  not  agorittp  with  our  Lord's  diiaplcs  ip  their  atienduccE  on  him- 


Ch.  i*> 


jot  hi*i,  a 

hanged  about  bis 
ncrk  paod  he  were 
tilt  into  the  in- 


43  fihd  if  thy 
hand  offend  thee, 
rat  it  off:  it  is 
better  Tor  the*  to 
emer  +  into  life 
m  dined  tttisn  ha¬ 
ving  tvu>  bands  to 
00  into  bell,  into 
the  fire  that  never 
fhall  bc’qocodi- 
ed  t 

44  Where  their 
uorm  dfcih  not, 
and  the  Ere  is  ooc 
quenched,  , 


43  And  if  thy 
foot  odcnil  thrr, 

,  vm  u  off1:  it  is 
belter  for  thee  to 
eater  halt  intolift, 
than  having  two 
feet  to  be  caff  into 
hell,  into  the  fire 
that  never  fluff  uC 
quenched  : 

4 6  Where  their 
worm  dletlt  not, 
and  (be  fire  U  cut 
quenched. 


47  Andif  thine 

3c  offend  thee, 
uck  it  out :  it  is 
better  for  rhee  to 
loter  into  (he 
kingdom  of  God 
virhoneryCftlun 

having  two  cy« 
p>  be  caff:  into 
hell-£rr : 
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have  been  cut-off  by  a  death  as  fudden  and  violent,  as 
if,  with  a  great  done  fattened'  to  his  neck,  he  had  been 
thrown  into  the  Tea,  than  that  he  fhould  have  been 
guilty  of  fo  injurious  a  crime,  which  draws  after  it  a 
much  . heavier  punilhinent.  , 

43,  44.  .And  if  any  corruption  in  either  of  your 
hearts,  or  any  temptation  or  allurement  of  this  world, 
fhould  arife  to  prevent  your,  compliance  with  this  or  any 
other  duty,  chough  that  pbflacle  fhould  be  as  dear  to 
you  as  a  right  hand,  and  parting  with  it  fhould  be  as 
painful  as  cutting  off  that  member  of  the  body  ;  yet  it 
is  much  more  definable  to  undergo  this  fell- mortifica- 
uou,  in;  order  to  your  inheriting  everlufting  life,  than 
to  retain  all  the  friends  and  comforts  of  this  world,  till 
you  go  into  a  ftate  of  endlefs  and  infiipportable  torment, 
which,  for  its  perpetual  reftJcilhefs  and  exquifite  tenure, 
is  like  a  worm  ever  .gnawing  the  tendered  vitals,  and 
never  dying  or  ccafmg  to  corrode  them;  and  like  the 
conftant  burning  of  a  man's  flefli  with  a  fierce  fire  that 
never  wilt  be  extingu tilled.  . 

45,  46.  And,  to  illudrate  this  matter  by  your  value 
for  another  member  of  the  body,  if  any  corruptions  of 
the  heart,  or  temptations  of  life,  that  would  turn  you 
afide  from  the  fvay  of  duty,  .be  thought  as  dear  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  you  as  the.  legs  you  walk  upon ;  it  is 
much  more  for  your  interelt,  lafety,  and  comfort,  to 
fubmit  to  fuch  fevere  a&s  of  fdf- denial  as  are  like  cut¬ 
ting  off  one  of  tbefe,  that  you  may  not  be  hindered  iu 
your  way  to  everlafting  perfection  and  blcflednefs,  than 
to  favour  and  indulge  thofe  darling  enticements  here, 
till  they  bring  you  to  all  the  terrors  and  anguifli  of  an 
everlafling  hell,  where  a  guilty  confcietice  will  be  con¬ 
tinually  teaztng,  gnaavtng,  ami  tearing  the  wounded 
foul  with  dinging  remorlc;  and  God’s  fiery  indignation 
will  llame  put  upon.it,  with  almighty  force,  and  unap- 
peafable.  fury  for  ever.  , 

47,  48.  Yea,  to  add  one  illullration  more.  If  any 
inordinate  affe&ions  and  intemperate  appetites  within, 
or  any  friends,  pofleflkms,  or  pleafures  of  this  world 
without,  bave  fuch  an  afccndency  over  you,  that  it  is 
like  plucking  out  one  of  your  eyes  to  part  with  them  ; 
it  is  nevenhelefs  a  much  wifer  and  better  choice  to  give 
up  thefe  for  tb«  fpiritual  blcflings  of  grace  and  glory 
that  arc  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  gofpel- kingdom,  which 
begins  on  earth  and  is  perfc£led  in  heaven,  than  to  have 
your  fill  of  thofe  carnal  and  fenlual  things,  and  go  to 
bell  with  them,  where,  indead  of  finding  any  relief 
from  tbem,  they  will  ever  turn  upon  you,  in  your  re¬ 
map- 


gao 

4*  When  their 
worm  dicih  not, 
«n4  the  Grt  b  not 


49  For  every 
one  Hull  be  faired 
vkh  fire,  ud  0“ 
venfitnlKt  ball 
taJftodwitlifaJt. 


SoSaLu&ood; 
Irtitf  (he  Alt  have 
loft  bii  fiftnde, 
where  with  will  ye 
fctilbn  It?  Have 
fait  in  yoarCdm, 
and  have  puce 
one  whb  inpther. 
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membrance  of  them,  with  agonizing  tv  itches,  like  the 
riggliug  and  biting  of  a  living  worm  upon  the  foreft 
wound,  and  will  pierce  and  torture  you  like  the  hotteft 
flams,  without  ceflation,  abatement  or  end. 

49  For  as  every  burnt-offering  under  the  law  was 
faked  with  (alt  f,  in  order  to  its  bring  con  fumed  with 
the  fire  of  the  altar,  which  never  went  out;  fit  every  one, 
who  has  fitted  bimfelf  for  deftru£Uon,  by  indulging  his 
irregular  appetites,  yielding  to  temptation,  and  aposta¬ 
tizing  from  me,  and  from  my  truths  and  ways,  fhall 
fall  a  facrifice  to  vindiQivc  j  unice;  to  be  deflroyed  by 
the  cverlafting  fire  of  God’s  unquenchable  wrath^whicct 
will  coufume  all  his  happinefr,  wbilft  it  preferves  him 
from  a  ceflation  of  bring :  And,  on  the  other  hand,  e- 
very  one  who  goes  into  a£U  of  frif-denial,  and  fredy 
offers  himfeJf  as  a  living  facrifice  to  God,  devoted  to 
his  fervioe,  {hall  he  feafimed  with  grace,  which,  like 
frit,  will  make  him  frvoury,  and  preserve  him  from  dc- 
ftru&ion  for  ever, 

go  Our  Lord  having  on  this  oceafion  mentioned  frit, 
improved  the  metaphor  to  further  inftruftkm,  frying, 
4s  fait  is  good  for  preferring  meats  from  putrefaction, 
and  making  them  frrouiy ;  fo  it  is  good  that  ye,  my 
difciples  and  fervants,  be  feafimed  with  gofpcl-truth 
and  grace,  for  the  purifying  of  your  hearts  and  lives, 
and  the  reforming' of  others,  and  for  fpreading  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  my'  knowledge  in  your  own  touts,  and  where* 
ever  ye  go :  But  as  fut,  if  it  lofes  its  friends,  .is  fit  for 
nothing,  but  is  caft  away  as  irrecoverable  to  any  good 
ufe;  fo  if  ye,  whofe  hearts  ought  to  be  purified  by  faith, 
and  filled  with  a  divine  favour, 'and  who,  like  fair, 
ought  to  be  inftru mental  in  purifying  and  favourizing 
others ;  if  ye,  1  lay,  Ihould  prove  to  be  delHtute  of  e- 
yangdical  truth  and  grace,  wbat  can  ye  be  fit  for  but  ta 
be  utterly  deflroyed  r  See  to  it  therefore,  that  my  doc¬ 
trine,  in  its  troth  and  power,  abide  with  you  ;  and  that 
ye  be  united  in  heart  and  deflgn,  without  either  envying 
or  defpifing  one  another,  to  propagate  my  gofpet  in  the 
world. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  pterions  is  our  Lord  Jefm  Chrift;  and  bow  delightful  are  the  manifefU- 
tfans  of  his  glory !  Some  believer*  far  more  of  it,  and  are  admitted  to  draw  near¬ 
er  to  him,  than  others;  and  they  cannot  hut  fay,  at  fuch  faafbns,  It  U  good  for 

U3 

HOTS. 

f  As  the  fierificc*  were  filled  vkh  fik,  thUd«*k  view  t  Aeeotdiogfr  lame  tie  fiil 
both  u  i  preparation  br  their  beam;  tenib-  m  be  filled  with  fire,  to  denote  ddrdeltiw- 
pted  by  fire  oa  the  altar,  sod  wen  emblem  of  don ;  aid  others  we  fpokeo  of  under  the 
their  pwifiuiM  from  conupthm,  and  of  potion  of  tfloifte  fitted  vkh  fibt  to  dt- 
tfacir-  fimr  and  areeptahlenefi  to  God;  lb  note  their  acceptance  and  pidemtaoo,  u  * 
it  fern;  u  If  filling  were  here  fpokeo  of  fa  hare  eonlidcitd  it  in  dw  psnphraft. 
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vriU.  ?  tempting 
him. 


i(  And  ht  an- 
ftt‘cn':l,  and. 
untuikir,  What 
<lid  Moli"?  CuOl* 
manu  you  ? 

4  Anti  they 
Isiidj  Mores  fuffer- 
*?l  u>  vrritc  a  hjLL 
of  thvorcemeut  * 
and  ko  put  her  a* 
ura/- 

f  AM  JrfifS 
aniacmJ  and  laid 
unto  ihtm,  1-nr 
the  W4<iefs  of 
your  heart  ,  he 
wrote  you  tilts 
precept* 

6  Hut  from  the 
beginning  of  t\\C 
rrrmion  , 
ihx>lc  them  little 
and  fcixiajc. 


7  For  this  Gwre 
fhull  n  man  lerive 
fithrr  and  mo¬ 
ther,  and  cleave 
to  Ids  wife  ; 

8  And  they 
tw^n  fh*jl  he  one 
fljflE  ;  Vo  then 
they  iLrc  no  more 
r^in,  but  one 


Q  Wliatfhcic- 
h»re  Cod  lidlh 
pined  together, 

V:  iwt  man  put 

a  funder. 


if*  And  in  the 

htriiji-  ills  fliiei- 
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editions  practice  of  that  age,  in  which  men  put  away 
their  wives  for  every  humour  on  the  molt  fiivoloas  pre¬ 
tences  imaginable. 

3  But  (a)  as  he  knew  their  invidious  and  captious 
defign,  be  wifely  turned  the  qiieftion  upon  them,  fay¬ 
ing,  What  dottrine  did  Mofet  deliver  in  the  Jaw,  rela¬ 
ting  to  this  point  ? 

4  The  Phaiifecs  replied.  That  Mofet ,  in  feveral 
cafes,  left  men  at  liberty  to  dtfeharge  tbcmfelves  of  their 
wives,  and  to  marry  others,  provided  they  did  but  give 
the  former  a  certificate  of  the  divorce. 

5  Our  Lord  anfwered,  "Whatfoever  permifljoo  Mo- 
Jet  granted,  it  was  not  by  way  of  injun£liont  but  only 
of  coiidefcenfion  and  compnflion,  to  prevent  greater  e- 
vils,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  produced  by  the 
ohllinacy  of  your  tempers,  and  by  your  cruel  ullage  of 
wives  that  do  nor  fuit  your  own  fancies. 

6  But  in  the  firft  inflitntion  of  marriage,  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  the  creation  of  man,  things  were  put -upon 
a  quite  different  foot;  God  then  creating  but  one  male 
and  one  female,  and  joining  them  together,  as  hufband 
and  wife,  by  fuch  bonds' of  nature  and  affeftion  as 
could  not  take  place  between  either  of  them  and  any  o- 
ther  man  or  woman  that  might  afterwards  be  in  the 
world. 

7,  8.  Accordingly,  in  fettling  the  law  of  marriage 
for  their  poftcrity,  {Gen.  ii,  24.)  God  declared,  that, 
for  the  fake  of  tins  relation,  n  man  fhall  quit  the  molt 
endearing  engagements  he  before  was  under  to  his  other 
kindred,  even  to  the  neareft  of  them,  fuch  as. father  and 
mother,  that  he  may  come  under  the  ftrictcft  ties  to  his 
wife,  as  nearer  and  dearer  to  him  than  any  of  them  ; 
and  further  added,  that  both  tbefe  Qiail  be  to  tnfepara- 
blv  united  together,  as  to  he  counted  but  one  body, 
which  ddam's  and  Eve's  really  were  before  the  fubftance 
of  her  fiefh  was  formed  out  of  his. 

9  As  therefore  God,  by  his  primitive  ordinance,  has 
joined  together  only  one  man:  and  one  woman  to  be 
hufband  and  wife,  in  the  ordinary  courfc  of  things,  for 
their  lives;  let  no  man  pretend,  on  flight  or  trivial  oc- 
caffons,  to  make  a  reparation  between  them ;  or  ima¬ 
gine  that  Alofes* s  permiffion,  or  rather  connivance,  in 
certain  circum  fiances,  under  the  legal  difpeafatiem,  is 
to  he  pleaded  for  any  divorce,  without  important  rea- 
fons  for  it,  in  the  rimes  of  reformation  that  arc  now  co¬ 
ming  011. 

10  Aftert  his  difeourfe  with  the  Fherijem ,  which  fi- 
lenced  them,  and  defeated  all  their  hopes  of  getting  any 

ad- 
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5>lc»  ilkcd  him  »-  advantage  again  ft  Chrift;  when  he  and  his  apoffifs  were 
*M“ ,of  6me  got  together  alone  in  an  houfe,  they  <le  fired  him  to  es* 
"** er*  plain  this  point  ftill  further  to  them. 

ti  And  he  faith  12  Whereupon  he  told  them,  That  the  tme  ftate  of 
saw  than.  Who-  the  cafe,  as  he  had  declared  to  the  Phiriffesy  (Mat.  xiv. 
t^hbiifcTani  9*)  bad  formerly  bid  to  themfelves,  (Mat,  t.  32.) 
matrj  another ,  was  in  Ihort  this,  That  imlefs  the  man  or  '.roman  had 
committeth  adul-  ^x;cn  guilty  of  criminal  CO nverfat ion'w  i  t  h  another  per- 
uty  apiou  her,  fori}  which  was  in  iu  own  nature  inconfiitent  with,  and 
a  dLSblutioti  of,  the  matrimonial  bond}  whatfoever  buf* 
bandlhould  divorce  bis  wife  for  any  other  caufe,  and 
marry  another’ woman  during  her  life,  he  would,  in 
God’s  account,  be  an  adulterer,  to  the  injury  of  his  di- 


n  And  -if  i 
u-unun  (hull  put 
away  her  t  id  (band, 
and  be  suirtedco 
another*  foecom- 
nittteth  aiiulttry. 

ij  And  they 
brought  young 
children  to  him, 
that  be  IKould 
touch  them \  and 
Aft  diioptcs  rebu¬ 
ked  thoft  that 
brought 


14  Bui  when 
(*$  law  %tt  he  was 
much  difpUafed, 
and  ftid  unto 
them,  SuJ&r  the 
imie  children  to 
come  unua  mef 
and  forbid  [hem 
not;  for  of  (bch 
is  the  kingdom  of 
God- 


▼creed  wife* 

12  And  wharibever  wife  ftioald  quit  her  conjugal'  re- 
lation  to  her  hufband  for  any  other  caofe,  and,  during 
his  life,  (bould  marry  another  man,  (he  would,  in  God’s 
account,  be  guilty  of  the  fin  of  adultery,  to  tbe  injury 
of  her  fodaken  hufband. 

13  About  this  time  feme  perfbns,  who  believed  in 
our  Lord  Jefus  f,  prefented  their  young  children  to  him, 
defirisg  that  he  would  lay  his  hands  upon  them,  and 
blefs  them}  at  which  the  apo files  oppofed  thofe  that 
brought  them,  Itft  it  (hould  prove  an  occafion  of  too 
much  trouble  to  their  Lord,  and  of  diverting  him  from 
bis  other  work,  by  encouraging  multitudes  to  crowd  in¬ 
fants  upon  him. 

r4  But  when  Chrift  obferved  this  repulfe,  he  was  fo 
far  from  countenancing  the  apofties  in  it,  that  he  difeu- 
veied  a  holy  refemmenr,  and  fharply  reprovrd  them  for 
it,  faying,  Let  the  tender  babes  have  free  accefs  to  nie, 
and  by  no  means  do  any  thing  to  prevent  rhem;  for  the 
members  of  tbe  gofpel-kingdom,  which  I  am  come  to 
fet  up  in  tbe  world,  coniift  of  fuch  as  thefe,  as  well  as 
of  grown  perfons  who  in  temper  and  difpofitiou  are  like 
thefe. 


iwuo  Veri'wi^  l5  A?10  grown  perfons,  I  afluredly  tell  you,  who 
frrrrrflTifl  rnrrr  by  your  behaviour  on  this  occaCon  plainly  need  rhe  ad- 
«tiv«thckingdom  monition,’  Whoever  he  be  that  does  not  embrace  the 
«f  Cod  u  ■  iittU  gofpel  of  tbe  kingdom  with  humility  and  mceknefs,  free 
from  prevailing  hypocrify,  wrath  and  malice,  piide  and 


am 


NOTE. 

}  That  theft  perfons  believed  in  Clivlft,  blefs  them  u-iili  the  of  lus  king' 

appear*  from,  ihe  cfld  for  which  they  brought  dom,  (fit.  ll]  And  hi*  twrhh.g  ihtT.'  is 
their  children  cu  him  :  Which  waj*  not  that  m  cjtpFtflu/i  of  the  lame  tvirh  hi* 

he  might  cure  them  of  any  carport  dlftaft;  iapttgbis  bawls  upon  them,  as  ti  is  often  ufmi 
(for  there  U  no  hint  of  thrir  having  any;  in  the  evan^vlifts,  arnl  is  pi  ni^tilarly  tc  be 
and  If  they  had ,  tiled  ifcipJcs  would  not  hnvc  undrrflooft  in  this  v^ry  ver,  i&*  j»i*1 
jp>ne  about  to  prevent  them,  any  more  than  MrtU  xi*.  13,  14,  ii:c  pujilir-iib 

ojdw  people J;  but  h  ihu  kt  irilght  and  ngtv  :h::e. 


!«4 

child,  he  IMiaot 
tutcr  therein* 


i*  A«d  he 
took  them  up  in 
hbimi£t  put  hi* 
hands  uponrhnn, 
tnd  blcftcd  them. 

it  And  when 
he  was  gone  tonh 
Into  the  way  , 
there  cum  dm 
i turning  B  and 
hnockcT  to  him, 
tod  aiked  him, 
Good  Mutter  , 
odut  fluff  l  doT 
that  1  many  in* 
fcflit  eternal  life? 


V%  And  Jefeu 
Aid  unto  him, 
Why  callcft  dwu 
UK  good  ?  tfrriii 
none  good,  but 
•oct  &t  U  God. 


Ip  Thou  knovr- 
eft  the  command* 
tnents,  Do  not 
rommit  adultery, 
I>o  not  kill*  Do 
not  tteal,  Do  not 
brrt  falie  witnd'f. 
Defraud  not.  Ho¬ 
nour  thy  hither 
end  mother. 


to  And  he  ana 
leered,  end  flid 
tinto  him.  Matter, 
all  theft  hare  ] 
ohftrvedfnun  my 
youth. 
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ambition,  in  refemblance  of  the  temper  of  a  little  child, 
(hall  never  be  partakers' of  its  great  and  glorious  blef- 
Gngs. 

16  And  then,  to  {hew  that  children  themfelvcs  were 
likewife  admitted  to  {hare  in  thefe  privileges,  he,  taking 
the  infants  into  his  arms,  affectionately  embraced  them, 
and,  laying  his  hands  upon  them,  authoritatively  pro¬ 
nounced  them  bleflcd. 

17  When  Jefns  went  from  this  place,  and  was  on 
the  road  to  JtrufaUm,  (vei\  32.)  a  certain  young  gen¬ 
tleman,  of  confidcrable  figure  and  authority  among  the 
Jnott  (Mat.  xii-  22.  arid  Luke  xviit.  18.)  came  with 
a]]  fpeed  and  earneftnefs  to  him,  and,  falling  down  on 
his  knees,  faluted  him  with  great  refpe£t,  under  the 
tnoft  honourable  title  that  ufed  to  be  given  to  their  rab¬ 
bles,  faying,  (fee  the  note  on  Luke  xviii.)  Good  Ma¬ 
iler,  I  believe  that  you  are  feme  extraordinary  prophet, 
and  can  dire£l  me  in  the  molt  important  of  all  concerns  ; 
and  therefore  I  beg  that  you  would  tell  me  what  is  De¬ 
cenary  for  me  to  do,  in  order  to  my  obtaining  a  right 
to  everlafting  life- 

18  Our  IiOrd  replied.  What  means  your  calling  me, 
by  way  of  eminence,  good*  fince  you  do  not  take  me 
to  be  any  thing  more  than  a  man  1  This  title  is  too  high 
and  flattering  to  be  applied  fo  emphatically  to  any  rabbi, 
or  mere  creature  $  for  there  is  none  abfelutdy  and  per¬ 
fectly  good,  but  God  himfelf,  who  is  the  Author  of  e- 
very  kind  of  goodnefs. 

19  Bur,  as  ro  your  important  quefHon,  The  only 
way  for  obtaining  a  right  to  eternal  life  by  your  own 
doings,  is  perfe&ly  to  obey  all  the  commands  of  God, 
which  you  know  are  written  in  his  law,  and,  with  re- 
fpe&  to  duties  of  the  feeond  table,  are  fuch  as  thefe, 
viz.  Thou  {halt  neither  be  guilty  of  idolatry,  or  any 
undeannefs  in  heart  or  life;  nor  of  murder,  or  any 
tendencies  toward  it}  nor  of  theft  or  cheating;  nor  of 
lying  or  fidfe-accufing ;  nor  of  over-reaching,  or  any 
way  depriving  another  of  his  right;  and  thou  {halt  be¬ 
have  with  all  decency,  obedience,  and  reverence,  to¬ 
ward  your  parents,  and  toward  all  fuch  as  God  has 
placed  in  fuperior  ranks  and  given  authority  over  you. 
(Sec  the  note  on  Luke  xviti.  20.) 

20  The  young  man,  fuppofing  himfelf  to  have  been 
guilty  of  no  defe&  in  any  of  thefe  articles,  according 
to  his  lax  acceptation  of  their  meaning,  replied,  Sir,  I  am 
confident  that  my  obedience,  in  ail  thefe  points,  has 
been  very  exa&,  from  my  infancy  to  this  very  day ;  and 
I  am  ready  to  do  any  thing  elfe  that  you  can  mention. 


Ch.  x. 


i*  Then  Jvfiir* 
luhoUiij£  him, 
taved  bun,  and 
i'.ud  unto  hitut 
One  thiog  thou, 
lackeft :  fly  thy 
vay^  fell  whatfb- 
ever  thou  had, 
and  give  to  the 
jvsir,  tod  thou 
ihail  hifttreafurc 
in  heaven  j  and 
Dime,  take  up  the 
croft,  and  follow 
me. 


as  And  he  was 
fidai  that  faying, 
and  went  away 
grimdi  for  he 
Kad  great  poOT- 
bona. 


ay  And  Jefu$ 
looked  round  a* 
hout,  and  faith 
unto  hud  ifripEcff 
How  bavdty  fliall 
they  that  have 
rrdm  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of 
God! 


14  Andthtdif- 
ciplci  were  aile* 
nifticd  at  his 
words*  Butjefus 

^nfwerflb  again, 
and  ftirb  unto 
them,  Children, 
how 
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if  k  be  further  neceflary  to  fecure  my  title  to  eternal 
happinefs. 

21  Then  JefuS,  looting  earneAly  upon  him,  Was 
pkafed  with  the  virtuous  difpofitions  that  appeared  in 
him  ;  and  yet*  to  (hew  him  his  ignorance*  feif-conceit, 
and  vain  confidence*  told  him*  that  much  more  than 
he  imagined  was  contained  in  the  requirements  of  the 
law.  If*  fays  he,  you  would  indeed  come  up  to  its 
high  demands,  I  will  propofc  one  thing  for  your  trial* 
which  you  have  not  yet  done:  Go  and  fell  your  whole 
eftate,  and  diftribute  it  to  the  poor;  and  in  cafe  you 
yield  a  willing  obedience  only  to  this  one  demand*  I 
allure  you  of  mach  better  treafurc  in  heaven,  than  all 
your  pofleffions  on  earth :  When  you  have  done  this, 
come  again  to  me,  and  follow  my  doctrine  and  example 
in  your  faith  and  obedience,  freely  ftib mitring  to  what* 
foever  hardfhips  or  fufferings  may  bdfal  you,  in  thefe 
evil  days,  for  my  fake;  and  I  will  effectually  bring  you 
to  eternal  life.  (Sec  the  note  on  Mat,  xix*  17.) 

22  But  (j*)  when  the  young  man  heard  what  zftsof 
felf-denrai  Chrift  Galled  him  to,  he  was  forcly  difap- 
pointed,  and  turned  away  from  this  good  Mailer,  with 
a  forrowful  heart;  for  he  had  a  very  plentiful  eftate,  and 
could  on  no  account  whatfoever  think  of  parting  with  it, 
even  tbo’  he  Ihould  lofe  heaven  itfelf  by  keeping  it* 

23  Hereupon  Jefus,  calling  his  eyes  upon  his  difei* 
pies,  like  one  who  would  obferve  how  they  were  affec¬ 
ted  with  this  difeourfe,  amt  with  its  event  as  to  this 
young  man,  took  occafion  to  caution  them  againft  am¬ 
bitious  defires  after  rite  riches  of  this  world,  and  againft 
their  foolifh  expectations  of  temporal  profperity  under 
him,  laying,  How  great  are  the  temptations  and  dan* 

§ers  of  the  rich !  and  how  extremely  difficult  is  it  for 
acm  to  be  to  far  weaned  from  the  allurements  of  this 


world,  as  to  feck  and  prefer  the  glorious  bleflings  of  my 
kingdom  before  them,  and  to  be  ready,  when  called  to 
it,  to  relign  their  earthly  enjoyments  for  me  and  heaven  ! 

24  The  apoftles,  hearing  him  ufe  fuch  a  pathetic, 
eameft  exclamation,  were  exceedingly  amazed;  they 
rather  imagining  that  riches  were  tokens  of  God's  fa¬ 
vour,  and  were  among  the  benefits  of  the  MefTtah’s 
kingdom.  But,  to  fet  them  right  rn  their  thoughts  a- 
bout  thefe  things,  he  further  laid,  My  dear  children, 
who  indeed  fhew  yourfelves  to  be  but  children  in  un¬ 
demanding,  do  not  nuftafee  me  :  My  words  ate  not  to 
he  underftood  of  a  bare  poflcflton,  much  lefs  of  a  regular 
enjoyment  and  ufe,  of  riches;  but  of  an  inordinate 
difpofition  of  men&  hearts  toward  them,  whereby  they 
i  V  place 


VoL*  I* 


bo«  hard  is  it  for 
them  th*t  irurt  i n 
rcheSj.  to  entur 
into  the  kingdom 
of  God! 

ij  It  i>  easier 
for  a  ttunel  to  go 
through  the  eye 
of  2.  needle*  thin 
for  2  rich  nwn 
to  enter  into  the 
Lii^lttuof  GotL 
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place  their  chief  happinds  in  them.  How  exceeding 
hard  is  it  for  perfons  of  this  character  to  obtain  fuch  a 
humble  and  felf- denying,  holy  and  heavenly  temper  of 
fpirit,  as  is  neceffiiry  for  the  fubje£fa  of  my  kingdom ! 

25  This  is  fo  very  difficult,  that,  in  a  proverbial  way, 
it  may  be  faid*  So  bulky  a  creature  as  a  camel  may 
fanner  tbrott  through  fa  frnaH  a  paflage  as  the  eye  of  a 
needle,  than  a  rich  man,  who  places  his  confidence  hi 
.  bis  riches,  can,  with  all  the  evil  affe&irms  of  his  heart 
toward  this  world,  get  thro*  the  flrait  gate  and  narrow 
way  that  leads  to  everlafting  life.  (See  the  note  on  Mat. 

24.) 


XIX. 


16  Ami  iter 
*vtrr  art  finish*  J 
«itt  of 

ftyisig  iiinwtig 
thcm&Ivtf,  Yftio 
thCDCuabcjatcd? 


ty  And  Jcfiis 
tanking  tfpoil 
fhoWtfjkh,  With 
mm  it  ii  ioipnjTi- 
bte,  but  not  wtb 
Coi :  for  vith 
Gnd  alUbiogsire 
fudibte. 


aft  ThefcFMtr 
11  to  f» y  unto 
him,  Lo,  v<  haw 
left  art,  and  have 
followed  tber* 


2d  At  this  the  apo files  were  flitl  more  abundantly 
aftonifhed  than  before,  fuppoftng  that  their  Lord  hereby 
made  it  an  absolute  impoffibility  far  fuch  a  man  ever  to 
be  fared,  and  faying  one  to  another,  At  this  rate,  who 
that  is  rich,  or  that  even  deGres  to  be  fo,  as  mankind 
generally  do,  can  ever  attain  falvation  ? 

27  But  Jcfus  looking  upon  them  with  pity  far  the 
anxiety  of  mind  which  he  faw  they  were  in,  raid,  This 
is  indeed  utterly  impoffible  to  every  man  by  any  power 
of  his  own  •,  but  is  not  fo  to  the  mercy  and  power  of 
God,  with  whom  nothing  is  too  hard  to  do :  He  can 
make  an  cflefaual  change  upon  the  heart  by  reg  ‘aerating 
grace,  and  enable  it  freely  to  fuFrender  up  all  the  afflu¬ 
ence  of  this  world,  and  every  thing  that  is  deareft  to  it 
here,  when  they  ftand  m  competition  with  me  and  the 
bldlings  of  my  kingdom,  and  when  he  demands  a  re- 
figoation  of  them  for  bis  glory. 

2-8  Then  Pefer,  recovering  from  his  furprife,  as  if 
none  could  be  faved,  was  ready  to  run  into  the  contrary 
extreme,  as  if  he  and  his  brethren  had  done  enough  to 
fecure  their  falvation,  faying.  Lord,  behold  how  tho¬ 
roughly  we  bare  complied  with  all  this  l  Thor  we  had 
no  great  pofleffions  in  the  world  ;  yet  we  have  freely 
given  np  our  all,  fuch  as  it  was,  to  be  thy  difciples  and 
farvants,  and  to  adhere  to  thee. 


ip  And  Jefiis 
anlwctvtl  ,  and 
litirt.  Verily  l  lay 
unto  you*.  There 
h  tvi  nun  that 
hath  left  hnofc,  or 
brethren,  or  fx* 
or  father, or 
mother,  or  wife* 
or  children,  .or 
Idtid.i,  for  my  lake 
and  the  gripcl's, 

BurhelVirtl 

tv 


29  Jefus  replied,  I  a  fibred  ly  tell  you,  that  what  ye 
have  loft  for  me  is  not  worth  mentioning,  in  comparison 
with  what  ye  (hall  gain  by  me:  For  no  one,  upon  the 
whole,  (hall  be  a  Infer,  who,  from  a  principle  of  faith 
and  love,  is  willing  to  quit  his  houfe  and  home,  and 
neareft  relations,  fuch  as  brethren  or  fillers,  a  father 
or  mother,  a  wife  or  children,  or  contentedly  fuffers  his 
eftate,  be  it  more  or  left,  to  be  taken  from  him,  rather 
than  not  to  be  faithful  in  his  profeffion  of  my  name  and 
gofpd. 

30  But,  amidft  all  his  lodes  and  perfecutione,  he 

faall 
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receive  an  hnn- 
doiv  in 
tins  time*  houfes, 
an-i  bictltren,  and. 
fitters,  and  ina- 
liiiri,  and  chil¬ 
dren,  and  l^hdi, 
with  perfccui  ion  5 ; 
and  in  the  world 
to  come,  eternal 
lilt- 

31  Hut  many 
thnt  art  firft,  Hull 
be  Jaft;  aod  ihc 
Lid,  fir  a. 


3*  And  they 
were  in  the  #»y 
going  up  to  Jeru- 
Iklem  ;  and  refits 
u  ent  before  then: 
and  they  were  a- 
mated ;  and  is 
they  followed , 
they  wen:  afraid. 
And  he  look  1* 
the  twelve* 
and  began  to  idl 
them  what  things 
fhould  happen 
'Onto  him, 


33  &>/*£.  B** 
huld,  we  guup  to 
fenifalem  :  lod 
the  Son  of  nun 
thalL  be  delivered 
\mlo  the  chief 
prieflf,  and  unto 
the  feribes;  and 
they  (ball  con¬ 
demn  him  to 
death,  and  Jhall 
deliver  him  to  the 
Gcotilr* ; 

34  And  they 
flail  mock  him, 
and  iUf  (cottrge 
him*  und  ftuli  fpit 

upi'-.i  lum>  and 
dot l  hill  him  ; 
ami  the  *Uy 
Lv  LLiUnfr^v.^ 
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(hall  have  habitations,  friends,  and  pofft  (lions,  with 
fnch  fatisfaftion  and  inward  peace  and  joy,  by  the  fa* 
vour  of  God's  providence,  and  tbe  gracious  influences 
and  comforts  of  bis  Spirit,  as  will  be  an  hundred  times 
better  for  him,  even  in  this  world,  than  every  thing 
that  he  parted  with  for  them  $  and  all  (hall  be  crowned 
with  an  eternal  life  of  glory  and  bleflednefs  in  the  world 
to  come. 

31  Nevcrthelefs,  to  (hew  the  freertefe  and  fovereignty 
of  divine  grace  In  all  this,  many  who,  like  the  Jetur, 
are  firft  called,  and  (land  neared,  in  their  own  and  o* 
thers  opinion,  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  (hall  be  lalt 
in  my  account,  and  in  their  entrance  into  it  9  and,  on 
the  other  hand.  Many  who,  like  the  Gentiles y  will  be 
laft  called,  and  are  thought  by  thcmfclves  and  others  to 
be  furtheft  off  from  this  kingdom,  (ball  be  firft  in  my 
efteem,  and  in  their  ad  mi  (Huns  to  it.  (See  the  note  on 
Mat.  xix*  30.) 

3a  Whilft  our  Lord  was  thus  inftrufting  his  apoftles* 
they  were  in  the  road  to  Jtrufalem »  he  leading  the  way 
and  going  before  them  :  And,  when  they  obferved  with 
what  rcfolution  he  haftened  thither,  they  were  perfectly 
aftonifhed,  confidcriug  what  he  himfelf  had  fuggefted, 
and  they  had  feen,  of  his  enemies  ddigns  againft  him } 
and,  while  they  followed  biro,  itwas  with  heavy  hearts* 
under  fearful  apprehenfious  of  the  great  danger  which 
they  were  all  likely  to  be  expofed  to  there :  And  as  he 
knew  tbelr  thoughts,  fo  the  better  to  forearm  them 
again  ft  being  difmayed  at  what  would  befal  him,  he 
again,  ordering  the  twelve  apoftles  to  come  up  to  him, 
told  them  plainly  of  the  terrible  diftreffes  that  he  mult 
undergo, 

33  Obferve,  fays  he,  my  words.  We  are  now  on 
our  journey  to  JetufaUm ;  and  the  time  draws  very  nigh, 
in  which  the  things  X  have  often  mentioned  before  will 
be  accompliftied.  Soon  after  I  the  Mtflbh  get  thither, 

1  (hall  be  betrayed  into  the  bands  of  the  great  council, 
confiding  moftiy  of  the  chief  priefts  and  Jrmijb  doctors; 
And  fuch  is  their  enmity  againd  me,  that  they  will  cer¬ 
tainly  ceniure  me  as  an  impoftor  who  deferves  to  die  3 
and  will  accufeand  deliver  me  over*  as  a  capital  offender, 
to  the  Roman  governor  and  his  foldiers,  for  judgment 
and  execution* 

34  And  thefe  foldiers  will  abtife  me  with  all  manner 
of  indignity,  cruelty,,  and  contempt;  they  will  deride 
and  intuit  me,  fcourge  and  buffer  me,  (fee  the  note  on 
Mat.  xxvii,  c6.)  and  fhumefully  (pit  upon  me,  and  at 
length  will  put  nsc  to  a  barbarous  and  ignominious  deaths 

U  a  after 


joS 


3S  Ar.dJamcj 
and  John  the  tons 
<1  Lnocdcc  come 
unto  him,  fey- 
in«,  Muller,  wc 
would  tlrjc  thou 
Jhoulddi  do  for 
nr  whatfccver  wc 
Ault  dcfiL'c* 


The  Evangdtft  Mark  paraphrafed ,  Ch.  s . 

after  which,  1  Ihall  furely  rife  again  on  the  third  day. , 
35  Hereupon,  tho*  the . difctples  knew  not  what  to 
make  of  thefe  repeated  and  espreft  declarations  of  his 
fufFerings  and  death,  ami  of  the  refurre&ion  which 
Ihould  follow;  yet  having  fome  confuted  and  general 
notions,  that,  after  his  going  through  fome  farther 
troubles,  he  would  raifeup  a  kingdom  of  external  pomp 
and  grandeur  with  a  high  hand,  which  Ihould  be  like  a 
re  fur  recti  on  from  the  dead,  $ames  and  the  two 

fons  of  Zebedec,  came  to  him  with  their  mother,  (Mat* 
xx.  20.)  and,  making  ufeof  her  interefl  in  him,  beggeJ 
that  he  would  grant  them  a  favour  which  they  had  to 
afk  him. 


unto  ilium,  What 
ye  thai  I 
ihould  do  for  J-Vtf : 

37  They  faid 
U'ilv  him,  Gi-jut 
uti us,  that  wc 
may  (if,  one  oo 
thy  ri^ht  handi 
anri  th<  other  on 
thy  left  lund,  ia 
thy  fttary. 

33  But  Jcfas 
fud  onto  them, 
Ycknow  nor  what 
yc  afk ;  can  ye 
drink  of  the  cup 
that  I  drink  of* 
and  he  baptized 
with  t)*^  wptif.n 
that  I  am  baptized 
vith* 


3 6  Then  Jefus  ordered  them  to  open  their  minds  to 
him,  faying.  What  would  you  have  me  do  for  you  ?  Let 
me  hear  it,  that  I  may  tell  you  whether  your  requeft  (hail 
be  granted  or  not. 

37  They  anfwered,  It  is  that  thou  wouldeft  pleafe  to 
give  us  the  honour  and  dignity  of  being  placed  next  to 
thyfclf,  one  of  us  at  thy  right  hand,  and  the  other  at 
thy  left,  when  thou  (halt  fet  up  that  glorious  kingdom 
in  the  world,  which  we  apprehend  will  food  appear. 

38  But  Jefus  replied,  Alas  for  your  pride  and  igno¬ 
rance,  and  carnal  notions  about  the  nature  of  my  office 
and  kingdom !  Ye  aim  at  temporal  preferments,  little 
thinking  that  they  do  not  lie  within  the  compafs  of  my 
delign;  and  ye  atk  for  honours  in  my  prefence,  not 
knowing  that  the  way  for  obtaining  them  lies  through 
great  hard (liipg  and  fufFerings,  or  what  it  would  coll 
you  to  come  at  them :  Let  me  alk  you.  Do  ye  think 
th  at  yc  are  able  to  pledge  me  in  the  bitter  cup  of  lot- 
rows  which  I  mull  drink,  or  to  hear  the  baptifro  of  fuf- 
ferings  which  1  mull  pafs  under. 

39  And  they,  without  any  manner  of  hefitancy,  or 
due  fenfe  of  their  own  weaknefs  and  need  of  divine 
grace,  anfwered,  Yes,  we  can  bear  or  fuffer  the  word 
of  injuries  And  indignities  with  thee.  Well,  faid  oar 
Lord  -f,  ye  Ihall  indeed  have  enough  of  thefe  after  my 
example:  Waters  of  a  full  cup  (hall  be  wrung  out  to 
you;  and  as  ye  will  therein  fuffer,  ye  (hall  hereafter  be 
glorified  with  me. 

40  But  as  to  an  advancement  to  the  very  higbeft  feats 
f  glory,  and  nearell  to  my  perfon,  at  my  right  and  left 

band; 

T  E. 

a  violent  rtcuth  ;  and  therefore  1  have  itrr.ireJ 
this  tat pt  Urn  io  frfTcficg;  faorr  of  pi-per 
marry  n  ton*.  r?d,  E<.dsrC  Hill.  I.  Li 

Cap.  t*  .S;  $f*  Ji  MftH  tea!*  jlJei. 
i.:  &  AfcUL 


39  And  they 
iai J  i into  him, 

Ve  can.  And 
Jefus  feid  uoro 
lhe:tu  Yc  dial!  in* 
dw\I  drink  of  the 
enp  tlj.ir  J  drink 
of ;  zlkI  with  rhe 
Lapl-fm  that  I  am 
baptized  withal, 

Hull  yc  be  bapti¬ 
zed: 

40  But  to  fir 
on  m  y  righ  t  hand, 
end  oa  my  left 

hand, 

N  O 

t  The  J ?*«  fuff™!  martyrdom 

under  HenA,  A£U  sii.  1.;  and  tlvc  apoftk 
,7-^  met  with  virions  pcrlL'CiseioAs,  aid  wa* 
Lmith&l  ig  the  ilk  of  Pomaf  for  the  Jake 
oi'Chri:!,  Rtv.  u  3*  But,  su  h  penerAly  l»- 
li^vcd,  he  only,  of  J*  the  apoiihs,  eiraped 


Ot 
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t^nd,  it  not  mine 
to  |*ivc:  but  it 
Q-tdi  &  gi  f/it  to 
them  for  wtiom  it 
is  ji  repat  eU* 


4 t  And  when 
the  ten  heard  it* 
they  bcipin  to  lie 
niurh  drfjjittfrd 
\uiti  James  and 
Jt4.ii. 


4t  But  Jettis 
ailed  them  to 
him,  and  faith 
uiifo  thsni  >  Ye 

know  that  they 
uhiCh  arc  ac- 
counltrt  to  rule 
ovrr  the  Gentiles, 
wreife  tardlbip 
over  them ;  and 
their  great  orttt 
r Kinetic  authority 
upon  them  * 

4j  But  fo  QuH 
it  not  be  among 
you  :  hut  vltofo* 
ever  will  he  great 
among  you,  (hall 
be  your  huh  liter: 


44  And  who* 
frcYCr  of  you  will 
fie  the  chfc-fdi, 
fuaD  be  fervitut  of 
all* 


4f  For  ewen 
the  Son  of  man 
came  nor  to  be 
nituiftcrod  unto, 
but  to  minHler, 
ami  to  give  hts 
life  a  rantom  for 
many. 
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hand;  this  is  an  honour  which  depends  upon  anclenc 
fettlcments  between  the  Father  and  me;  and  therefore 
is  not  mine  to  diSpofe  of  to  any,  {**>.'  ?#r  ifrcf/cjirAft  )  but 
to  thofe  for  whom  it  is  prepared  in  his  eternal  counfeis 
and  decrees.  (See  the  note  on  Mat.  xx.  23.) 

41  Now  when  the  other  ten  apcfiles  underftood  what 
petition  damn  and  John  had  presented,  they  began  to 
ftomach  it,  («r|nmx2K,(Tii>>)  that  thofe  two  brethren 
fhould  go  about  to  fupplant  the  red  by  an  attempt  to  get 
the  preheminence,  which  every  one  of  them  was  ambi¬ 
tious  of  obtaining  and  hoped  to  get  for  hicnfdf. 

42  But,  to  reprefs  this  envious  and  afpiring  temper 
in  them  all,  Jefus,  calling  them  to  him,  faid,  Ye  are 
afled  by  the  very  fame  fpirit,  and  are  taking  juft  fuch 
meafurea  at  ambitious  perfons  go  into,  in  feeking  after 
the  powers  and  preferments  of  this  world:  Ye  know  in¬ 
deed,  that,  in  the  feveral  nations  of  the  Gentiles,  there 
is  a  mighty  (Irife  lor  dominion  and  authority,  and  they 
are  counted  the  greateft  men  who  get  the  government 
into  their  hands,  and  tyrannize  over  others  by  zblbiutc 
will  and  pleafure. 

43  But  ye  have  a  very  wrong  notion  of  the  nature  of 
my  kingdom,  if  yc  imagine  that  its  honours  are  to  bo 
purfued  and  managed  after  this  rate.  No,  no :  Whoever 
he  be  among  you  that  defires  to  be  truly  great  and  ho¬ 
nourable  under  me ;  the  only  way  of  his  rifuig,  is  to  be 
meek  and  humble,'  and  to  act  the  part  of  a  fnvant,  ra¬ 
ther  than  of  a  lord  or  matter,  in  his  way  of  doing  ail  the 
good  he  can  to  others. 

44  And  whoever  among  you  would  excel  all  the  reft, 
and  fliine  with  the  highett  luftie,  muft  be  more  eminent 
than  his  brethren,  for  condefceniion,  humility,  and 
works  of  labour  and  love  and  muft  be  willing  to  ftoop 
to  the  meaneft  fervices,  for  the  benefit  of  all  that  he  has 
to  do  with. 

45  For  even  I  the  MelTtah  myfclf,  who  am  indeed 
your  Lord  and  Mailer,  did  not  come  into  the  world  to 
fet  up  for  ftate  and  grandeur,  or  to  behave  in  an  afTu- 
ming  manner  toward  others  ;  but  my  great  delign  ami 
bufinefs  here  is,  to  act  the  pan  of  my  Father’s  fervanr, 
to  go  about  doing  good  to  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men 
whilft  1  live,  and  at  Jail  to  give  up  my  life  it  fell, 

as  a  price  of  redemption  for  great  mul¬ 
titudes,  that  I,  dying  in  their  room  and  fte-ad,  may  f.i- 
tisfy  God's  Jaw  and  juftice  on  their  behalf,  and  fet  them 
free  from  the  dreadful  flavery  to  which  their  fins  had 
brought  and  expofed  them :  This  it  the  way  in  which  I 
am  to  life  to  my  throne  of  glory  ;  and,  if  ye  would  fof- 

V  3  1’JVt 


3to 


46  And  they 
time  ro  Jericho  : 
^nd  as  he  went 
fixir  of  Jericho 
tvith  h^dikipb, 
and  a  grrjt  Dum¬ 
ber  of  prtrplr  , 
bhnd  B^rtimeui, 
the  (hn  of  Ti* 
rniujj  £tt  hy  the 
highway  *  fide  , 

47  And  when 
he  heard  that  it 

Jefus  flf  Na¬ 
zareth,  he  began 

to  cry  out,  md 

iayt  JelOJ,  thou 
fop  of  David, 
bare  mercy  vn 
me- 


48  And  many 
charged  him  that 
he  flioold  Jtold 
hif  peace ;  but  he 
<xkd  the  more  a 
great  deal.  Thou 
fon  of  David  t 
have  mercy  on 
roe* 

4p  Atid  Jeft** 
flood  ttili,  and 
commanded  him 
to  be  called*  And 
ihtyca.il  the  blind 
'in:ih,  faying  unto 
him,  lie  (if  good 
comfort;  rife:  he 
Csileth  rbee. 

jo  A£dhe,cift- 
Iiyf  avay  his  gar- 
jnent,  roft,  and 
came  to  j=iu$* 

jr  And  Jdiis 
nn  fwifd  ,an  dfai  d 
nvio  him,  What 
u-IU  iho'J.  that  I 
ihoiild  «io  unto 
th?e?  The  blind 
inan  fa  id  unto 
him*  J*oult  that 
l  m^ght  receive 
W'f  fijEltt- 
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low  me  thither*  ye  mud  leant  of  me*  who  am  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart*  and  walk  fo  as  I  (ball  have  left  you 
an  example* 

46  Soon  after  this*  ourblcffed  Lord  arrived  with  his 
difciples  at  Jericho^  dill  purfuing  his  journey  toward 
Jerufakm s  and  upon  his  departure  from  that  town*iu- 
gerher  with  his  apoiUcs,  and  a  great  multitude  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  followed  him  from  thence*  he  came  to  a  place 
where  a  noted  blind  beggar*  viz.  Barthmus  (which,  in 
the  Syriac  language*  fignifics  the  fon  of  Ttmeus)  was  fit¬ 
ting  on  one  fide  of  the  road  to  alk  the  alms  of  travellers 
who  came  that  way.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  xviii*  35.) 

47  This  man*  healing  the  noife  of  a  great  company 
near  him*  inquired  what  might  be  the  occafion  of  that 
extraordinary  concourfej  and  upon  the  people’s  telling 
him  that  the  famous  Prophet  called  Jrfui  of  Nazareth 
was  jufi  then  palling  by*  he  immediately  cried  out  a- 
Joud  with  great  eameftnels*  laying*  Lord  jdus*  thou 
promifed  Mefliah  of  the  houfe  of  Davidy  I  have  heard 
of  thy  fame*  and  believe  in  the  greamefs  of  thy  power 
and  mercy  j  oh  that  thou  wouldeft  commiferate  my  de¬ 
plorable  cafe ! 

48  And  yet  fuch  was  the  unnatural  hard-beartedoefs 

of  feveral  in  the  company*  that  they  were  angry*  and 
huffed  him  for  making  fuch  a  clamour*  and  did  all  they 
could  to  filence  him  :  But  the  more  they  offered  to  rc- 
ftrain  him*  the  more  he  raffed  his  voice  and  importuni¬ 
ty,  faying*  Oh  thou  Saviour  of  IJrael ,  who  art  fprung 
from  our  father  loins*  I  bcfcech  thee  caff  an  eye 

of  pity  upon  me. 

49  Then  Jefus*  making  a  full  flop*  ordered  feme  of 
the  company  to  lead  this  blind  man  to  him  :  And  they 
immediately  went  and  fpoke  to  him,  faying,  Come  a- 
long  with  us,  get  up*  and  be  of  good  courage;  you  need 
not  fear  finding  favour*  Jefus  himfclf  calls  for  you  to 
come  to  him. 

50  Hereupon  the  blind  manfprung  up  in  an  eefiafy; 
and,  for  the  greater  fpecd  and  decency,  throwing  off  an 
old  upper  covering  in  which  he  fat  to  ftrecn  himfi  lf  from 

the  inconveniences  of  the  weather*haftencdaway  to  Jefus. 

51  And  the  bjeffed  Saviour*  to  encourage  and  try 
him,  faid,  What  is  it  you  thus  earndlly  call  upon  me 
for?  Is  it  for  an  alms*  or  for  a  cure?  The  blind  man 
anfwcrcd*  Lord*  my  bumble  rctjuefk  is,  for  what  none 
of  this  great  company  can  do  befidcs  thee,  that  thou 
wouldeft  pleafe  to  thew  me  the  greatnefs  of  thy  power 
and compafTum  in  reftoringmy  fight,  and  thereby  ena¬ 
bling  me  to  fee  thee  in  tbe  lijjht  of  this  world*  and  get 

iny 


Ciu  x 


%x  An  A  Jefiu 
£iid  unco  him, 
Go  thy  way;  thy 
f.iich  hath  made 
whole.  And 
imcnodiaiely  he 
received  hU  fight  * 
and  folio  wed  Jc- 
i'w  in  the  way. 
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my  bread  in  an  induftrious  way  without  being  always 
obliged  to  go  a-begging* 

5a  Then  Jefus,  taking  pity  upon  him.  Cud,  Be  of  good 
comfort,  and  depart  in  peace ;  chy  faith  is  aiifwered* 
and  thy  requefl  is  granted ;  be  it  unto  thee  according  to 
thy  dependence  upon  me  for  this  ewe  :  Ami  at  that 
very  infant,  his  eyefight  was  perfefUy  recovered  5  and 
he,  full  of  joy  and  praife,  joined  the  company,  and 
went  along  wirh  them  after  Jefus  in  his  way  toward  Jt * 
ru/aian. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

"What  a  bright  example  of  unwearied  labour  and  pat:rnee*  of  wifdoiTu  caution, 
and  humblonefe  of  mind,  of  oondrfcenlion,  teudtm*:fe  and  compfilfion  to  the  m i- 
t-raUe,  has  our  blcfled  Lord  let  before  usf  and  what  an  excellent  difpenfation  of 
puritv,  light  aud  grace,  do  we  .live  under  in  gnfprbdays !  The  Jaw  of  marriage 
is  reftored  to  its  primitive  inflittition,  and  fettled,  bv  Ihe  word  of  Cod,  on  fiich 
a  foundation,  as  is  admirably  Anted  to  prevent  cindufiori  in  families,  and  to  en¬ 
gage  conjugal  faithfuinrfs  and  atfr&ion;  The  covenant  privileges  of  the  chiktren 
of  believers  are  eftablilhed  wirh  advantage;  Chriltowna  and  favours  than,  and 
.makes  them  emblems  of  fitch  difr.ipkfl  as  nmy  expert  the  hieffings  of  bis  kingdom, 
which  are  all  fpiritual,  holy,  and  heavenly,  incomparably  better  than  the  riches 
and  honours,  of  this  world.  Su flering  and  ic  If- denial,  with  feith  an d  patience, 
is  the  way  to  glory;  but  whatsoever  vre  may  lofe  or  undergo  for  Chrift,  and  in 
Imre  to  liim,  wc  iball  never  lofe  by  him;  he  that  willingtv  bears  Uk  crofs  here, 
ftiall  wear  the  crown  for  ever:  May  we  believe  in  a  fullering,  as  well  as  rifen  Sa¬ 
viour  \  and  did  wc  but  realize  by  faith  his  death  and  rcfuiredion  for  us,  we  flioukl 
thtnk  nothing  too  much  to  endure  for  him:  But  ft  If  confidence,  ambition,  ard 
a  worldly  fpirit,  are  the  bane  nf  religion  and  happiitcTs;  the  more  they  are  triedf 
the  more  they  are  found  to  be  fo;  and  nothing  but  the  mighty  power  of  God  can 
efie&uaily  pveferve  or  recover  us  front  Uu  m.  But  oh  how  ap4  arc  the  remain¬ 
ders  of  tiiefe  iniquities  to  work  even  in  the  hearts  of  Ckrift’e  own  dllciples,  and 
to  offend  him  ;  though  humility  is  itfelf  our  honour,  and  the  firflt  ftep  to  further 
advancement  in  his  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory  !  This  will  keep  tis  from  defpi- 
iing  any  of  uir  brethren,  or  defiring  to  prefer  ourfeive*  to  them,  or  toexrrcife 
dominion  over  their  faith;  and  this  will  difpofr  us  to  imitate  our  blrffrd  Lord* 
in  bearing  with  the  ingmilica,  the  ignorance,  and  the  iVowardncfc,  of  all  that 
we  have  to  do  with,  and  in  {hewing  companion  to  the  poor  and  bl:nd  and  mt* 
ficrable.  And  as  wants  and  dlftrdfts  of  one  kind  or  other  will  attend  every  one 
of  us  while  we  are  here,  we,  like  blind  Sarfimuj,  Should  make  them  all  known 
'to  the  Lord,  and  cry  mightily  to  him  for  his  feafitnablc  help,  believing  that  he  is 
able  and  willing  to  fuccour,  fupply,  and  (kveus;  And  when  he  takes  pity  upon 
us,  it  becomes  us  to  follow  him. 


CHAP.  XL 


Chrift  rides  bt  triumph  to  Jerufalem,  l, — ll.  Curfet  the  barren  fig* 
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prayer ,  iy, — 26.  And  JiUnces  the  Jews  by  a  qutfiion  about  john’j 
baptifia,  27,-33. 


Tr.iT* 


AND  when 
they  fame 
nigh  to  JtrnA- 
lun. 


.  Paraphrase. 

NOW  when  jefus,  attended  with  his  apoftics,  ap¬ 
proached  Jerufakm,  and  came  to  a  place  at  the 
U  4  foot 


r?12 

ktn,  unto  Betbr- 

pliagc,  and  Jte- 
tbny  ,  at  the 
mount  of  Olives, 
hz  fendctU  forth 
two  of  hi*  dilVi- 

rK 

%  And  faithtm- 
to  them.  Go  your 
waj  into  the  vi!~ 
Uge  onr  agamft 
you :  and  a*  ibon 
a?  ye  he  entered 
into  u,  ye  shall 
find  a  colt  tied, 
whereon  never 
fit  an  fit  :  bote 
!nmt  and  bring 
him. 

3  And  if  any 
manfayuntoyoM, 
Why  do  ye  thU  ? 
fay  ye  char  the 
Lord  hath  n cod  of 

him^audOraight* 
way  he  will  fend 
him  iilrlwr. 

4  And  they 
went  their  way, 
and  round  the  colt 
tied  by  the  door 
without,  in  a  place 
where  two  ways 
met  ;  and  they 
loofe  him, 

5  And  certain 
of  them  that  flood 
there,  laid  unto 
them.  What  do  ye 
looting  the  colt  ? 

6  And  they  laid 
u  Hid  them  even  as 
Jcfus  had  tom- 
ucmdrdtandthty 
I'Jt  them  go. 

7  And  they 
brought  the  colt 
to  Jefus,  and  cafl 
their  garmenUOti 
him ;  and  he  fat 
upon  him, 

ft  And  nearly 
fpread  their  g;ir- 
mtjjis  in  ibow^y? 
and  others  cut 
down  branches  ojf 
ttw  trees ,  and 
H  reived  fktm  in 
the  way. 


The  EvangeUfl  Mark  paraphrafed.  Ch,  xi- 

foot  of  mount  Olivet,  not  far  from  the  villages  of  Beth- 
phage  and  Bethany:  he,  knowing  that  the  appointed 
time  for  his  lafl  fufferings  was  juft  at  hand,  and  defin¬ 
ing  to  make  a  public  entry  into  the  city,  ordered  two 
of  his  difciplcs  to  go  from  this  place  into  one  of  thofc 
villages  which  lay  opjrofite  to  them ;  and  told  them,  that, 
upon  their  entrance  into  it,  they  would  certaily  meet 
with  a  young  afs,  which  never  had  been  backed,  (land¬ 
ing  tied  in  the  flreet ;  and  bad  them  untie  and  bring  it 
away  to  him.  (See  the  note  on  Matt .  xxi.  7.) 

3  And,  fail!  he,  if  any  man  (liould  obferve  you,  and 
afk  what  ye  mean  by  leading  away  the  afs's  coir,  tell 
him,  that  the  Lord  of  all,  the  great  Proprietor  of  bcaven 
and  earth,  has  a  prefent  occafion,  in  his  flate  of  humi¬ 
liation,  to  make  ufe  of  it  $  and,  immediately  upon  your 
faying  this,  his  heart  (hall  be  over- ruled  to  grant  free 
leave  for  your  bringing  it  to  me. 

4  Accordingly,  the  two  difciples  readily  went  into 
the  village,  in  obedience  to  their  Lord’s  command,  with-' 
out  objecting  or  difputing  againft  it,  or  doubting  whe¬ 
ther  the  event  would  anfwer  his  prediction  ;  and,  find¬ 
ing  a  young  afs,  juft  as  he  hail  told  them,  tied  by  a  door 
at  the  corner  of  a  flreet,  they  immediately  went  toloofe 
him  that  they  might  lead  him  away. 

5  And  its  owners  {Luke  six.  33.}  {landing  by,  and 
taking  notice  that  two  llrangcrs  were  untying  and  about 
to  lead  away  the  colt,  afked  them,  what  authority  they 
had  to  meddle  with  another  perfon’s  property  ? 

6  The  apoflles  .replied,  as  Jefus  had  ordered  them, 
that  the  great  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  wanted  to  make 
ufe  of  it  for  a  fpecial  purpofe ;  and,  upon  hearing  this, 
they  find  no  more,  but  let  tlte  apoflles  lead  it  away  with¬ 
out  any  further  oppofition. 

7  Then  they  brought  the  young  afs  to  the  place  where 
Jefus  waited  for  it;  and,  to  (hew  their  refped  to  him, 
fpicad  their  clothes  upon  its  back,  and  mounted  him 
upon  it,  that  he  might  ride  to  JerufaLm  in  a  manner  »n- 
fwerable  to  ancient  prophecies  of  the  Meifiah.  {Ifa.  hit. 
11.  and  Zecb.  h.  9.  See  the  note  on  Malt.  xxi.  4,  5.) 

8  And  as  he  rode  amidfl  a  great  crowd  of  attend¬ 
ants,  many  of  them,  to  fignify  their  joy,  and  the  honour 
they  de  fired  to  pay  him,  fpread  their  clothes  in  the  road, 
infkad  of  tapeftry,  for  bim  to  ride  over,  (fee  the  note 
on  Matt.  xxi.  8.)  thereby  representing  the  triumphal 
entry  of  a  king  j  whilft  others,  to  exprefs  the  gladnefs 
of  their  hearts,  as  at  the  feafl  of  tabernacles,  cut  off 
boughs  from  the  trees,  and  ft  re  wed  them  in  the  road  to 
adi  rn  it- 

9  And 


Ch.  ri. 

9  And  they  that 
vent  before*  and 
they  that  follow¬ 
ed,  cried*  faying, 
Hofauna ;  Bkfl’ed 
is  he  that  comet  h 
iit  the  name  of 
the  Lord: 

to  Blefled  h 
the  kingdom  of 
our  father  Da¬ 
vid,  that  comrth 
inthenamcot'  the 
Lord  ;  HoLdd* 
in  the  irigheit. 

it  And  Jcfus 
entered  into  jeru- 
Alem,  and  into 
the  temple:  and 
when  hchcdWk- 
cd  round  nhont 
irpon  all  things 
and  now  the  c- 
vrn  -  tide  wit 
come,  he  went 
oat  onto  Bethany 
*ith  the  twelve. 

11  And  on  (to 
morrow  ,  when 
they  were  conic 
from  He  than  >j  he 
was  hungry. 

13  And  feeing 
a  fig-tree  afar  urf, 
having  leaves,  he 
came,  if  haply 
lie  might  find  any 
ihmg  tlirreou  r 
and  when  became 
to  it,  he  found 
nothing  but 
leaves;  for  the 
time  of  figs  was 
not  ycL 

14  Aud  Jefus 
anfwercdand  Lid 
unto  it,  Ho  jnau 
eat  fruit  of  thee 
hereafter  for  ever. 
And  his  dUeijiles 
litard  it* 


ij  And  they 
come  to  ferefi- 
iem  i 
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9  Ami  all  this  numerous  retinue,  both  before  and  af¬ 
ter  him,  made  the  air  ring  with  loud  acclamations,  fay¬ 
ing,  May  all  profpiricy  attend  the  long  expected  Meifiah, 
who  comes  from  God  to  bring  fa  tv  a  cion  to  If  rad! 

10  May  the  throne  of  David  our  father  be  exalted, 
and  llourifh,  and  abide  for  ever,  under  the  reign  of  this 
his  Son,  who  is  come  with  authority  from  our  God  ?  Save 
now,  we  bcfcech  thee,  O  Lord:  We  offer  thee  our  lof- 
tieft  rraifes  :  Let  the  angels  join  our  foug ;  and  let  God 
htmfclf  power  down  all  bleflings  from  cn  high  upon 
MefEah  our  king,  upon  his  kingdom,  and  upon  us. 
(See  the  notes  on  Matt.  xxi.  9. 

1 1  In  this  manner  Jefus  made  his  public  entry  into 
Jerufaiemi  and,  to  fliew  that  he  did  not  aim  at  a  tem-' 
poTal,  but  fpiritual,  tule  anil  government,  be  went,  not 
to  the  court,  but  to  the  temple  to  preach  and  fet  things 
to  rights  there :  And,  having  taken  an  exalt  notice  of 
the  (late  of  its  affairs,  he,  in  the  evening,  retired  with 
the  twelve  apofUes  to  Bethany)  near  two  miles  from  the 
city. 

12  And  in  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  as  he  was  go¬ 
ing  back  with  them  to  Jerusalem ,  he  found  himfelf  to 
be  hungry. 

13  And,  calling  his  eye  upon  a  fig-tree  at  feme  di- 
dance,  which  by  its  leaves  was  promising  for  fruit,  he 
went  up  to  it  like  a  dranger,  to  fee  whether  there  were 
any  thing  upon  it  for  him  to  eat :  But,  when  he  came 
to  examine  it,  he  found  only  leaves;  for  it  was  not  a 
time  of  figs  with  that  tree  f,  it  having  failed  of  bearing 
that  year. 

14  Jefus  therefore  took  occafinn  from  thence  to  give 
his  difciples  an  emblem  of  the  definition  of  ihc'Jev/ifb 
nation,  and  of  all  hypocritical  profeflors,  for  their  un- 
fruitfuinefs  under  the  means  of  grace,  notwfchftanding 
their  high  pretences  to  religion ;  faying  to  this  flourt filing 
but  barren  fig-tree,  Let  no  more  fruit  ever  grow  upon 
thee  from  this  time  forward ;  as  thou  art  a  faulty  and 
deceitful  tree,  unprofitable  and  biafled  thou  (halt  be  for 
ever.  And  as  he  fpoke  to  it  after  this  manner  in  rhe 
hearing  of  his  apofUes,  they  obferved  the  curfe  which  he 
pronounced  upon  it. 

15  Then  they  proceeded  in  their  way  to  Jerufalem  .* 


f  For  Another  interpretation  of  tliefc 
voids,  w«  may  nbferve,  that  the  word  jtt 
is  not  in  the  Cntkf  which  only  fays  v 
■»  mu*,  for  it  W4J  *oi  tbr  rinr,  or 

ftafin  of  fys  ;  But  as  this  may  he  meant  of 
the  time  of  gathering  in  of  ripe  figs,  it  may 
underftood  that  this  Ira  fort  was  not  yet ; 


And  fo,  toclofing  rhe  immediately  foregoing 
words  in  a  panvutHciis,  if  may  refer  M  the 
former  part  ol’lhc  icn:enc?t  and  lit  iv;t»Iit!or- 
cd  as  the  reafbn  of  Chriit’s  going  to  tlo  whe¬ 
ther  there  were  any  figs  rhis  inr  ;  for 
the  time  of  ingathering  the  IVnit,  and  r Lur¬ 
ing  the  trees  of  it,  hi*  iwt  jet  cutitt. 


-SM 

Irai  1  anil  JdVis 
wnt 

|ifcT  ;.nd  tx-ifun  to 
<jft  t>iii  lh«*m  tbi 
fold  jnd  nm^ht 
In  jnd 

ovei  tlw**  the  u- 
fcies  of  the  mo- 
nry  -  mii^en  f 
and  the  feats  of 
them  thit  £>ld 
djvo; 
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And,  upon  their  arrival  thither,  Jefus  repaired  dire£l]} 
t.i  the  temple }  and,  going  into  the  court  of  the  Gen- 
t'tUiy  where  profeiytes  ufed  to  meet  for  worlbip,  he 
found  fcveral  forts  of  trades  carrying  on  there.  Then, 
being  filled  with  holy  indignation  at  the  avarice  of  the 
pricits,  who  had  brought  the  market  thither  for  their 
own  profit;  and  at  the  horrible  profanation  of  that  fa* 
crcd  place,  which,  by  God's  own  appointment,  was  £>• 
Jemnly  dedicated  to  his  fervice  i  he,  in  an  awful  and 
authoritative  way,  £  cleared  the  court  of  all  the  buyers 
and  fellers,  and  threw  down  the  tables  of  the  money¬ 
changers,  and  the  feats  of  them  that  fat  to  fell  doves, 
fheep  and  oxen,  with  other  things,  to  thofie  that  came 
thither  to  offer  lacrifices. 


ns  And  vouU  16  And  that  he  might  throughly  reform  all  abufes  of 
pen  iufler  tku  »-  this  kind  which  had  been  introduced  there,  he  proceed - 
any  any  vtflrl  ed  to  give  charge,  that  no  man  ihould  pervert  tne  tem- 
tlwo’  tht  ictn))ic,  pie  to  Tecular  ufes,  by  carrying  any  goods  or  burdens, 
in  a  way  of  trade,  through  its  courts, 
iv  And  I*  17  And,  to  vindicate  his  conduct,  he  difeourfed  to 

L^hftiKn,?n  ^  Pf  Ple  °n  JS*-  lvl‘  6\7;  where  God,  fpeakirg  o/rfe 
not  u-ritu  ut  My  fins  of  the  Jtrangcr  that  join  themfilve s  to  thi  Lord,  fays, 
hoyjV  ilui]^t-;iU-  Them  will  I  bring  to  my  holy  mountain^  and  make  than 
SchlnLf’f!^"  j°xful  *«  m!  baft  of  fray  erf  far  my  baft  Jbail  be  called 
<r»  ’)ut  yt  hive  an  baft  of  prayer  to  all  nations.  Now,  fays  our  Lord, 
roM<-  it  a  dt-n  of  Doesitnotappearfrom  whatisherewritten,  that  thecourt 
ilixrcs.  0f  tbc  Cerrfi/^-profclytes,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  tem¬ 

ple,  is  included  in  this  houfe  of  God  ?  But,  inftead  of 
appropriating  it  to  holy  and  religious  ufes,  ye  have  turn¬ 
ed  it,  not  only  into  a  place  of  common  traffick,  but  c- 
ven  into  a  rseft  of  thieves,  who  rob  God  of  his  honour, 
and  carry  on  trades  of  opprcflion  and  fraud, 
frribes  and^ehkY  x®  ^he  doctors  and  chief  priefts,  having  heard  how 
pricit*  hLnl  !/,  be  fpake  with  authority,  and  condemned  them,  who 
and  (uuj;ht  bon-  hated  to.be  reformed,  and  were  afraid  of  his  reputation's 
Sh!  tr  riGne»p°n  th.c,  ruins  of  their  own,  confuked  by  what 
they  rural' him,  means  they  might  molt  artfully  and  effectually  cut  him 
tenure  all  the  off,  without  expofing  themfelves  to  popular  odium  and 
*r  aJ::  relent ment :  For  they  durft  not  venture  to  fei2e  himhy 
trine!  **  ***  violence,  left  it  Ihould  raife  a  tumult,  lieeaufe  they 
knew  what  an  intcreft  he  had  in  the  common  peoples 
affections,  who  were  full  of  admiration  at  the  majcfly, 
authority,  and  excellence  of  his  preaching. 

19  But 


NOTH* 

|  As  this  Is  Hated,  MjJ/.  **i,  n,  t$.  occa  tinned  ChriA‘s  arting  the  fame  pact  over 
among  tin:  tranutfions  nr  the  preceding  again,  Bill  as  the  rvurigtittU  did  not  a|w3y> 
d>r,  avid  before  l»c  curled  the  fig-tm ;  it  :s  obierve  the  e x*Ct  order  of  fine  in  ibtir  im¬ 
probable  that  6mc  of  the  peupie,  at  in#  in-  when  it  vai  of  no  importance  to  the 

tHprion  cf  the  prielin,  ventured  to  return  to  hi&trjr ;  pofllok*,  cither  Mattbrr  or 
tiie^r  tniftkk  here  the  next  morning,  'vlfjcli  M*r$  did  no;  tie  hitnfdf  to  it  here* 


Ch.  xi. 

IP  And  vkcn 
even  wascunu^Uc 
wctiLoutglibeci- 

*y- 


to  And  in  the 
rooming*  uchcy 
lifted  bj*,  they 
l*#  tiie  fig- (ix ^ 
dried  up  fn>ro  the 

TQOtfc 

ii  And  Peter 
calling  toremetn* 

h ranee,  faith  unto 

Lien,  Matter,  be* 
hold,  the  fig-tree 
ulticb  thou  cur- 
fcrllt  it  vkbered 
aiity. 

tx  And  Jf^fus 
mitering  f-tth 
unto  them,  Have 
faith  tn  God. 


*3  For  verily 
1  tijf  unto  yog. 
That  vhdbtver 
(hall  ixy  unto  tbU- 
roonnuin  ,  lie 
tbou  removed  , 
and  be  thou  calf 
into  the  lea ;  and 
liuill  not  doubt  in 
hU  heart,  but  IhJl 
believe  that  tliotc 
thing?  which  he 
Jidth  Adi  <vi  me 
to  pair  ;  he  dull 
have  whatbever 
he  uith. 

i-i  Therefore 
T  fay  unto  you. 
What  things  io- 
cwr  ye  ddire 
when  ye  pray,  be¬ 
lieve  Jut  ye  re* 
tdvcffcm,  and  ye 
fll  Jj  hive  them, 

ay  And  when 
ye  Hand  praying, 
forgive  if  ye  have 
ougitt  again  It  3* 
uy  ;  that  your 
Fatbei  alio  which 
is  in  heaven  may 
forgive  you  your 
trrtpdics, 
iti  Hue  if  you 
do 
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19  But  Jefus,  knowing  the  malicious  defigns  of  his 
enemies  againtt  him,  would  truit  him  lei  l'  ainong’them 
only  in  the  day-time ;  and  therefore,  as  night  came  on* 
he  again  retired  out  of  the  dry  with  his  difciples  to  Be¬ 
thany. 

20  And,  as  they  were  returning  bad  from  thence 
to  Jerufalem  the  following  morning,  the  difciples  obser¬ 
ved  that  the  fig -tret;,  which  he,  in  thdr  hearing,  had 
curfed  the  day  before  was  entirely  withered  down  to 
the  root. 

21  Upon  which,  they  immediately  recolle&ing  how 
green  and  Bouri thing  it  was  when  Chritt  fo  lately  pafli-d 
lenience  againtt  it,  were  much  furpril'cd ;  and"  fVfer, 
as  the  mouth  of  the  reft,  fpoke  to  him  about  it,  fay¬ 
ing,  Matter,  we  are  amazed  to  fix  how  foon  thy  words 
have  taken  effect ;  Look  how  the  fig-tree,  which  thou 
curled  ft  but  yefterrlay,is  already  quite  withered  and  liryii. 

22  Jefus  replied.  Let  this  be  an  argument  for  your 

exerciling  the  faith  which  God  requires, 

works,  and  approves  of,  rather  than  for  your  wonder : 
See  what  he  can  do;  and  depend  upon  his  almighty 
power  for  the  performance  of  every  thing  that  he  encou¬ 
rages  you  to  expe&  from  him. 

23  For  1  afiurcdly  tell  you,  that  how  great  foever  a 
work  may  be  which  ye  mail  attempt  in  my  name  a* 
greeable  to  the  will  of  God,  even  though  it  were  as 
difficult  and  unlikely  to  be  cffe&cd  as  by  a  mere  word 
of  command  to  root  up  this  mount  of  Olives  and  throw 
it  into  the  fea,  it  (ball  be  as  certainly  accompli fhed  as 
my  word  has  been  upon  this  fig-tree  ;  provided  ye  have 
but  an  entire,  humble,  an  u it fl taken  truft.  in  the  divine 
power  and  promifes,  and  have  no  unbelieving  doubts 
about  the  performance  of  it, 

24  Wbatfocver  therefore  ye  would  alk  of  God  at  any 
time  in1  prayer,  which  is  fit  for  him  to  do,  and  ye  have 
any  warrant  from  his  word  to  expert,  I  fay  unto  you. 
Believe  only,  without  doubting,  that  in  bis  infinite  wifi- 
dom,  power,  faichfulnefs  and  goodnefs,  he  will  fulfil 
your  petitions,  and  it  certainly  fhall  be  fo. 

25  And  as  your  own  acceptance  with  God  i*  itecef- 
fary  to  your  requefts  being  heard  and  anfwcrcd,  I  fur¬ 
ther  add,  ‘Whenever  ye  appear  before  him  in  prayer,  fee 
that  ye  be  ready  to  forgive  thofe  who  have  uilcmled  you, 
as  ever  ye  would  hope  for  remiftion  of  fius  from  your 
heavenly  Father,  who  will  {hew  this  mercy  to  fuch  as 
arc  of  a  forgiving  fpirit  toward  their  fellow -creatures. 
{Matt.  vi.  14.) 

2 6  But  if  ye  cannot  find  in  voilr  hearts  to  pals  by  the 

offer,-* 


3i* 

do  not  forfcWr, 
neithCT  will  your 
Father  which  i£ 
in  heaven  forgive 
your  trd'pafTcii 


17  And  they 
come  again  to  Jo 
n  1  fa  Lem  i  and  as 
he  *a*  walking  an 
the  temple,  there 
enme  to  him  the 
chief  priefts,  and 
the  ferihes*  and 
the  elders, 

18  And  fay  un¬ 
to  him,  By  what 
Authority  doeft 
thou  thde  thingi? 
and  who  gave 
thee  this  authori¬ 
ty  to  do  theie 
things  ? 

ip  And  Jefur 
aiWWered  and  CM 
unto  them,  1  will 
aifr  dk  of  you 
one  qoeftion*  and 
anfwer  me,  and  1 
will  lell  yoji  by 
what  authority  [ 
do  thde  things* 

30  The  bap- 
tifmof  John,  w« 
ir  fn>mhejvcn,or 
of  nici)  ?  atifwLT 
me* 


31  And  thry 
region  rd  with 
Thcmltlves,  fay* 
!ng,lf  we  llwtl&y, 
From  heaven;  he 
will  fay.  Why 
then  did  ye  not 
Ldicvg  him? 


31  But  if  we 
Hull  fay.  Of  men  ; 
they  feared  the 
people :  for  all 
men  counted  John 
that  he  was  a  pro¬ 
phet  indeed. 
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offences  of  others  againft  you,  ye  may  depend  upon  ±e, 
that,  under  the  predominancy  of  fuch  an  unfuitable  and 
provoking  temper  of  mind,  fo  unlike  to  God,  and  fo 
contrary  to  the  nature  and  defign  of  his  compaffion,  he 
will  not  forgive  your  iniquities,  or  hear  your  prayers 
for  any  thing  that  ye  alk  of  him. 

27  Then  our  Lord  and  his  apoftles,  going  forward, 
entered  again  into  Jerujalem ;  And  whilfthe  was  walking 
in  the  temple,  feveral  of  the  chief  priefts,  doftors  of  the 
law,  and  elders  of  the  people,  came  about  him,  being 
vexed  and  filled  with  envy  at  bis  late  public  entry  into 
the  city,  and  at  what  be  had  done  and  faid  for  rectifying 
the  abates  of  the  fan&uary ; 

28  And  hoping  one  way  or  other  to  get  an  advantage 
againft  him,  they  took  upon  them  to  call  him  to  an  ac¬ 
count,  and  to  aQc  him  by  what  authority  he  pretended 
to  talk  and  aft  at  ftich  a  fuperior  rate  as  be  had  done,  e- 
fpeciallv  for  two  or  three  days  laft  pad. 

29  Jefus,  knowing  the  evil  defign  of  their  hearts  in 
this  demand,  replied,  I  have  like  wife  a  queftion  of 
great  importance  to  pat  to  you,  the  refolding  of  which 
will  naturally  make  way  for  an  anfwer  to  yoor  own  ; 
and  if  ye  will  hut  be  fo  nee  as  to  give  me  your  thoughts 
upon  my  query,  then  I  will  direftly  and  plainly  anfwer 
yours,  that  ye  may  know  by  what  commiffion  I  do  thefe 
things. 

30  The  queftion  I  would  propofe  is  this:  When 
John  the  Baptifi  appeared  to  preach  the  doftrine  of  re¬ 
pentance  for  rhe  remiiCon  of  fins  becaufe  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  was  at  hand,  and  to  make  profely  tes  by  baptifm ; 
did  he  do  all  this  by  commiflioo  from  God,  or  by  the 
authority  of  men  ?  Pray  let  me  hear  your  fenfe  of  this 
matter. 

31  Hereupon  they  found  them  fclves  cramped,  and 
were  utterly  at  a  lofs  what  anfwer  to  make;  for  fuch 
fort  of  reafonings  as  thefe  arofe  in  their  minds,  and 
ran  through  their  private  debates  between  themfelves, 

:  If  we  fbould  own  that  John  did  thefe  things 
by  divine  comraiffion,  Jefus  will  reply  upon  us,  Why 
then  did  ye  not  believe  the  teftimony  which  he  therein 
gave  to  me  ?  and  wc  fhall  be  fclf-condemned,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  contempt  and  reproach  before  all  the  multitude. 

32  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  fhould  fay,  that  all 
John's  preaching  and  baptizing  were  human  inventions, 
without  any  authority  from  God  $  wc  have  reafon  to 
fear  that  the  common  people  will  be  fo  enraged,  as  even 
to  ftone  us,  or  tear  us  to  pieces :  Tor  they  are  all  firm 
in  the  belief  that  John  was  really  a  prophet  fent  of  God, 

and 


Ch.  si. 


3;  And  they  ml* 
furred  and  laid 
unto  Jtffus,  Wc 
cannot  tclL  And 
Jcfcs  onTwvrin^, 
filth  unto  them. 
Neither  do  1  tell 
you  by  wh at  »u- 
thorny  X  do  theft 
thingt. 
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and  have  a  high  a  veneration  for  his  memory. 

33  And  fo>  being  apprehenfive  of  dangerous  coufe* 
quences  to  themfelves,  whichever  way  they  (houtd  an- 
fwer;  they,  contrary  to  their  own  confcicnces,  faid  to 
Chrift*  We  cannot  pretend  to  determine  whether  Jthn 
had  a  commifTion  from  God  or  not ;  Upon  which  our 
Lord  replied,  1  then  do  not  think  myfelf  obliged  to  tell 
you  by  what  commiffioo  I  do  and  fay  the  things  that  ye 
obje£t  againft,  fince  ye  refufe  to  give  your  thoughts 
upon  Cq  plain  a  queiiion,  which,  fairly  anfwered,  would 
have  gone  a  good  way  to  refolve  your  own  to  me. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  flgnat  tdbmonies  did  Jefus  give  of  his  divine  fovereignty  and  dominion, 
cronifaence  and  omnipotence,  as  lord  and  governor  of  the  ipiriis  of  men,  and 
of  all  civil  and  religions  concerns,  even  in  his  ftate  of  humiliation  1  How  fu  halite 
was  his  meek  and  rawly  triumph,  to  proclaim  the  humble  and  the  glorious  Savi¬ 
our  ;  and  to  fliew  that  he  has  indeed  a  kingdom,  but  that  it  is  not  of  this  world! 
How  high  are  the  honours  due  to  him,  and  with  wbat  plcafure  fhould  we  pay 
them !  Every  one’s  property  fhould  be  readily  rcfigned  at  his  demand,  and  all  his 
orders  obeyed  without  diluting  or  delay.  And  divine  inftitutlons,  with  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  facred  ordinances,  mull  be  maintained  inviolably,  whatever  pretences 
there  may  be  to  break  in  upon  them ;  it  being  the  great  defign  of  Chrift  and  of 
his  gofpd,  to  reform  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  the  minds  and  manners  of  meur 
And  oh  with  what  majefty,  authority,  and  power,  does  he  aft,  When  he  takes 
this  work  in  hand !  what  great  things  will  he  do  for  them,  and  by  them,  who 
alk  in  faith,  and  are  moulded  by  his  grace  into  an  imitation  of  God’s  compaffion 
and  forgivenefi  in  their  own  tempers  and  behaviour!  and  how  many  a  prayer  ia 
loft  fur  want  of  faith,  and  a  charitable  frame  of  fplrit  toward  others  !  But  alas  for 
fruitteft  pro&fiors,  under  the  means  of  falvatton !  They  are  in  the  neareft  danger 
of  falling  under  a  curie,  and  of  being  utterly  blafted  to  their  endlefs  perdition. 
The  more  our  blcffed  bond  difplays  bis  glory,  his  hotrods,  and  power,  in  his  word 
and  works ;  the  more  hypocrites  and  ungodly  tinners  fet  thmfeivcs  againti  him: 
And  oh  what  fad  fliifts  arc  they  often  put  to!  How  free  do  they  make  with  eon* 
fcience,  and  with  truth  itftlf,  in  their  oppofition  to  him  and  bis  kingdom  in  the 
world!  But  as  no  arts,  evaftons,  or  evil  defigns,  can  be  concealed  from  him;  To 
none  of  them  fhall  prevail  againlt  him,  who  will  prove  too  hard  for  all  his  ene¬ 
mies,  whenever  he  contends  with  them. 


CHAP.  XU. 

Chrifl  /artels  the  rejection  of  the  jews,  and  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles, 
in  the  parable  of  the  vineyard  let  cut  to  unfaithful  hufhandmen >  I, — 
1  a.  Anfwers  the  Phirifees  and  Herodians  about  paying  tribute  to 
CtcCtr,  1  3, — 17.  j  and  tbe  Sadducees  about  the  refurreblion,  i8,— 
27.*,  and  the  feribes  about  tbe  chief  command  if  the  lav;,  28, — 34. 
Confounds  all  the  feribes  with  a  qutJHon  about  his  being  David'/  Son 
and  Lord ,  35, — 37.  Warns  bis  difciples  againjl  pride  and  bypocrify, 
38,-40.  And  commends  the  poor  “widow for  her  two  mites,  41, — 44. 

Tk  st.  Paraphrase. 

A  A  PrF.R  the  foregoing  debate  in  the  temple,  our  I-ord 

*  a1010  f  \  procet.jed  to  diicourfe  to  1  be  JiwJb ilot.toi'Sj  piitfN, 

and 


3l9 

unto  them  by  [M* 
r  iblcs*  A  tcrteiii 

iiUii*  ^l-Liucd  a 

Viiiry4i>  and  ftt 
an  h edge  about 
ti,  An J  a 

fiatt/vT  *1*'  wtne- 
flit,  ^:d  built  a 
t(»*t[,  jnd  let  it 
cat  10  htifb*nd- 
meu,  and  went 
into  a  f at  coun¬ 
ty* 


a  And  at  the 
lent  to 
liic  hulhumlDiei] 
a  ftrvsut,  that  he 
mij>hr  receive 
Jroenthc  huflxi  n.i- 
men  of  (hr  fruit 
of  the  vineyard* 

5  Ami  they 
caught  bitty  a:;d 
Ix-'.rhim^ndlent 
him  a*ay  empty. 
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and  elders,  by  feveral  companions,  to  intimate  that 
they,  and  all  of  tfut  nation  who  continued  to  act  under 
their  influence  and  fide  with  them,  fhould  be  rejected  of 
God,  and  deprived  of  his  gofpel  and  of  all  irs  b)  effing*, 
for  their  impenitence  and  unbelief ;  and  that  the  Gen* 
tiles  fhould  be  favoured  with  them,  and  taken  into  co¬ 
venant  in  their  Head.  u  A  certaing  great  man,  (fold 
he,)  fet  apart  a  piece  of  ground  for  a  vineyard  ;  and,  ha* 
ving  planted  it,  did  every  thing  needful  for  ha  fecurity 
and  improvement :  And  then  committing  it  to  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  fervants,  whom  he  ordered  to  cultivate  it 
and  make  the  belt  of  its  fruits,  be  took  a  long  journey 
into  a  diftant  country/* — So  God,  many  ages  ago,  form¬ 
ed  th tJeTuifh  nation  into  a  church  ;  gave  them  hi*  Jaw, 
his  ordinances,  and  hispromifes,  for  his  glory  and  their 
advantage  ;  and  fet  the  priefts  and  rulers  of  the  people 
toinflrufl  and  govern  them,  that  they  might  bring  forth 
fruits  of  jighteoufnefc,  from  time  to  time,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  great  privileges  he  had  bellowed  upon  them; 
And  then  he  withdrew  the  vifible  tokens  of  his  prefence, 
till  he  Ihuuld  vifit  them  again  in  the  laft  days* 

a,  3*  u  And  at  the  time  when  vines  ufato  begin  to 
bear  and  grapes  to  be  ripef,  the  matter  of  the  vineyard 
fent  a  fervane  to  receive  the  profits  from  thofe  to  whom 
he  had  let  it  out:  But,  inftead  of  anfwering  his  juft 
demands,  they  fell  upon  his  fervant,  beat  him,  and  fent 
him  back  without  one  farthing  of  rent  or  profits."— 
So  when  Pod  had  continued  his  laws  and  ordinances  in 
Ifraett  till  it  might  be  expefted  that  they  fhould  bring 
forth  fruits  of  bolinefs  and  obedience,  they,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  were  a  flifF- necked  and  rebellious  people ;  am! 
their  priefts  and  great  men  themfrjvcs  neglc&ed  their 
care  of  them,  and  even  abufed  and  rejected  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  prophets  which  God  raifed  up  and  fent  to  re¬ 
claim  them. 


4  Ami  again  he 
feui  unto  thtm  a- 
not  her  fet-vant ; 
mid  at  him  they 
<^i\  flouts  and 
wounded  Mm  hi 
rhchcadtirtdicnt 

away  Jha*nc- 
fuJly  bm!Jd. 

5  And  again, 
he  iln;  another ; 

and 


4>  5.  *l  Afterwards  the  owner  of  the  vineyard  fent 
another  fervant;  and  him  the  vine* drdTera  ftoned, 
and  miferabty  wounded,  and  fent  back  with  ignomi¬ 
ny  and  contempt:  Then  he  fent  another;  whom  they 
put  to  death :  And,  time  after  time,  he  dtfpatched 
more  on  the  fame  errand;  fome  of  which  they  flrame* 
fully  abufed,  and  others  outrageoufly  killed."- --So  God, 
from  age  to  age,  raifed  up  a  fuccdhon  of  prophets, 
whom  he  fent  to  the  and  to  their  teachers,  to 

warn  and  reclaim  them:  But  they  hardened  their  hearts 

againit 

NOTE. 


j  tut  may  TtLrtt  cither  <0  the  tiira  when  young  vines  CrP.  begin  pr<w 

wtaihf  timr  «>r  vintage  itpc  k'jpis  gailuml  *nd  p  ruled;  and  iliac- 

it;t  the  tskti  iu  Lo;h. 
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and  btrti  they  kill¬ 
ed,  and  niOf  o- 
t tiers  ;  beating 
liimc,  nod  killing 
Jbrpi!- 

a  Haring  yet 
therefore  ontJbn, 

laic  wdl4icli(md, 
he  lent  him  aJfo 
ta( l  unto  them, 
frying.  They  *HL 
reverence  mjfoD. 


y  Bat  thoft 
huftaadmen  bid 
iiouiij'lt  them  - 
fc|vef,Thi*i*thc 
b«r;  come,  kt 
\\%  kill  him,  and 
the  inheritance 

fhall  be  oun* 

8  And  they 
took  him,  and 
killed  krm,  and 

caff  towoumf  the 
eineyard. 


,  What  Ibafl 
therefore  the  Iprd 
uf  the  vineyard 
do  ?  he  wUicome 
and  deftroy  the 
huibarubncfitind 
vitigfvc  the  vine¬ 
yard  unto  others. 


n  Andhmye 

£QE 
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againfl  his  fear,  and  were  provoked  at  his  meflengcis, 
whom  they  perfected *  cruelly  opposing,  reviling,  ami 
feourging  fome,  and,  in  various  way,  murdering  others 
of  them. 

6  When  all  thefe  methods  failed,  the  Lord  of  the 
vineyard  fent  his  only  and  beloved  Son  and  heir,  as  the 
laft  expedient  for  getting  the  fruit  that  was  his  due * 
fuppofing,  that  the  dignity  of  bis  Son's  charaftcr,  and 
the  intereft  he  had  in  the  vineyard,  might  have  fuch  an 
awe  upon  the  hufbaadmen,  as  to  reftrain  them  from  af¬ 
fronting  him  .M- --So,  after  all  other  means  bad  proved 
ineffectual,  God  was  gradoufly  pleafed  to  make  one 
further  trial  of  the  JnuiJb  church,  and  of  their  teachers 
and  rulers,  by  fending  to  them  his  only- begotten  de ar 
Son,  who  was  heir  of  all  things,  and  had  a  peculiar 
claim  to  that  people  a$  vifibty  in  covenant  with  him,  to 
make  the  tali  overtures  of  mercy  and  peace  to  them,  and 
to  bring  them  hack  again  to  God  %  and  whatfoever  they 
had  done  before  to  his  fervauts,  it  was  reafonable  to 
think  that  they  would  not  dare  to  offer  any  indignity  to 
his  own  Son. 

7,  8.  “Butasfoon  as  their  Matter's  Son  appeared, 
they  contrived  to  deftroy  him,  faying.  Here  comes  the 
heir,  who,  if  he  lives,  will  turn  as  all  out*  let  us  but 
make  away  with  him,  and  we  fhall  keep  pofleffioii  from 
this  time  forward  without  comroul :  And  therefore  they 
fejzed  and  flew  him,  and  threw  him  out  of  the  vine- 
*yard*”*”So  upon  the  Son  of  God's  appearing,  with  ma- 
nifelt  credentials,  among  the  Jcivst  fuch  is  the  obfti- 
nacy,  perverfenefs,  and  ambition  of  the  chief  prirfts, 
feribest  and  elders,  that  they  reject  and  defpife  him,  and 
are  prejudiced  againft  him  as  one  that  is  come  to  take 
away  their  authority:  And  therefore  they  coufuk  hour 
they  may  get  rid  of  him,  to.fecure  to  themfdves  their 
fecular  interefts,  honour,  and  influence;  and  will  not 
reft  till  they  have  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquity 
in  procuring  his  death* 

9  What  then,  fays  Chrift,  is  to  be  expefted  from  the 
lord  of  the  vineyard?  He  will  certainly  come  and  re¬ 
venge  all  thefe  abufes  and  affronts,  and  miferably  de* 
ftroy  thole  perfidious,  ungrateful,  and  provoking  wretch¬ 
es,  to  whom  he  let  it  out*  and  will  put  it  into  other 
hands,  whofbail  make  better  improvements,  and  return 
its  fruits  in  due  feafon,  as  ye  yourfelyrs  cannot  hut  own 
it  is  fit  and  right  that  he  fliouIcL  (Seethe  paraphrafe  on 
Mau  xxh  41*) 

10,  11.  Then  JcfuB,  to  bring  the  matter  home  to  the 
chief  priefb  and  rulers,  fa  id,  Have  ye  never  taken  no* 
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not  rcvIihisfcTip- 
tiirc?  The  ttone 
vhkh  1  he  builds 
«rs  rt  jcflol  U  be¬ 
come  the  bead  of 
the  conitv* 
ii  This  was 

theLord^diring, 
and  it  is  marvel- 
tau  ia  our  eves. 


it  And  they 
fought  to  lay  hold 
on  him,  but  fear* 
edthe  puiple;  for 
they  knew  that  he 
had  fpuken  the 
panMe  ajjaiiift 
them  :  and  they 
left  Mrn^nd  went 
their  41^. 


t;  And  jthey 

fend  uulo  him 

ccitamofthe  ?ha- 
Kites,  and  of  the 
Hnidians  ,  tn 
caft  h  hitn  In  &j 
ttotds* 


14  And  u-htn 
they  were  come* 
il  eyfayctntoMm^ 
Mstlcfj  we  know 
that  thou  art 
true,  and  carcft 
for  no  man;  for 
.  tli  ou  reg  arddt  not 
the  perfon  of 
men*  bnt  feadicft 
the  way  of  Cod 
ifwniih ;  IsitUtv- 
ful  to  give  tHUitc 
to  Cefar,  ox  not  i 
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t!ce  of  that  prophecy  of  the  Mefliah,  which  refers  to  this 
very  cafe?  faying,  (Pfil.  civiii.  22»  23.)  The  flinty 
Vi  bit  I)  the  builders  refuftdy  is  became  the  head jlmeaf  the 
corner *  This  is  the  Lord's  dolngy  audit  is  marvellous  in  our 
eyes,  i.  e*  He,  whom  the  chief  priefts,  fcribesy  and 
rulers  of  the  Jews  rejected,  defpifed,  and  put  to  death, 
is  made  the  foundation,  (bength,  and  glory  of  the 
church;  and  unites  the  Gentiles  to  it,  as  the  chief  cor¬ 
ner-done  fupports  and  beautifies  an  houfe,  and  knits 
and  holds  its  two  tides  together.  This  is  fo  apparently 
the  work  of  God,  in  bringing  good  out  of  evil,  by  the 
powerful  influence  of  liis  Spirit  and  of  hts  over-ruling 
providence,  in  a  way  both  of  mercy  and  of  judgment, 
lor  his  own  glory,  the  dcdru£kion  of  his  obdinate  ene¬ 
mies,  and  the  falvarion  of  true  believers,  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  and  awful  admiration,  and  will  be  ado¬ 
red  with  wonder  hy  all  that  duly  obferve  it.” 

12  Then  the  chief  priefts  and  Jewijh  teachers,  being 
allured  that  this  cutting  parable  was  direftiy  pointed 
at  them,  were  exceedingly  enraged,  and  rcfolved  to  be 
revenged  upon  him  as  foon  as  ever  they  could  :  But,  as 
they  knew  the  common  people,  in  general,  had  a  great 
elteem  and  veneration  for  him,  they  were  afraid  to  run 
the  rifle  of  provoking  them  by  immediately  and  openly 
hying  violent  hands  upon  him;  and  fo  they  turned  away, 
and  went  to  confult  fome  fafer  method  of  getting  him 
into  their  power* 

13  And  as  the  Pbari/ees  contended  that  the  Jems 
ought  not  to  be  fubjc£t  to  any  foreign  power;  and  the 
Hcrodiansy  on  the  other  hand,  (food  up  for  the  civil 
authority  of  the  Romans ;  they  prevailed  upon  fome  of 
both  thefe  oppofite  fe£ts  to  go  together,  and  propofe 
fuchenfnaring  queflions  to  Jeftxs,  as  might  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  making  ufc  of  his  anfwcrs,  either  to 
incenfe  the  populace  or  the  government  againft  him* 

14  Accordingly,  when  thefe  perfidious  men  came  to 
him,  they  hid,  with  an  air  of  frtcndfhip  and  deference 
to  his  judgment  and  authority.  Mailer,  we  are  well  af¬ 
fix  red  that  you,  having  a  divine  commiffion,  are  faithful 
and  impartial  in  fpeaktng  your  mind,  whatevever  any 
man  Jiving  may  think  of  it;  and  that  you  freely  declare 
the  truth,  juft  as  God  has  autborifed  you  to  deliver  it, 
without  theleaft  regard  to  parties,  or  being  influenced 
by  hopes  or  fears  from  them :  We  therefore  beg  that  you 
would  pleafe  to  decide  a  point  in  difpute  between  our 
two  fe£ls;  which  is.  Whether  the  Jew j,  who  arc  God’s 
peculiar  covenant- people,  ought  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
Roman  emperor,  be  being  a  heathen,  or  not? 

iS  When 


Ch,  x  i  i. 

1 5  Shall  wc 
give,  or  rhall  we 
not  give :  Hut  he 
knowing  their 
hypocrify  ,  fjid 
unto  them.  Why 
tempt  ye  me  l 
fcriog  meipicnny 
that  !  may  fee 
i  ft  Apet  they 
brought^; and  he 
fiith  unto  them. 
Whole  u  diis  i- 
magc  aitd  fuper- 
frriptfcmr  And 
they  Aid  udu> 
him,  CeAr’f. 

i;  And  Jefa 
an  furring  Aid 
unto  tbero.  Ren¬ 
der  to  CeAr  the 
things  that  are 
Cefrr’s,  and  to 
God  the  things 
that  Are  God's* 
And  they  mar* 
relied  at  him. 

10  Then  come 
unto  him  the 
Sadductei,  which 
Ay  them  u  no  re- 
function  ;  and 
ilwy  aJked  him, 

ip  Miller,  Mo¬ 
les  wrote  unto  us, 
If  a  man's  bro¬ 
ther  die,  arul  leave 
his  wife  behind 
him,  and  leave  no 
children,  that  his 
brother  Ihouid 
take  his  »ife,  and 
raiie  up  feed  unto 
his  brother* 
so  Now  there 
were  feven  bre¬ 
thren;  and  the 
firft  took  a  wife, 
amljdying  left  no 
feud¬ 
al  Andthefe- 
cond  took  her, 
and  died,  neither 
left  he  any  Iced  : 
and  the  third  like- 
wife,  . 

as  And  the  fe- 
ven  hid  her,  and 
left  no  feed :  till 
of  all  tlic  wufflun 
dial  alio. 

In  the  re- 
fiTmittion  Lhcit- - 
fore,  Uflien  (hoy 
iluii 
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r  5  What  is  fit  and  right  for  us  to  do  in  this  cafe  ?  Is 
it  belt  ro  comply  with  his  demand  of  tribute!  or  to  re- 
fufe  it  ?  But  as  all  their  fecret  intrigues  were  fully  known 
to  him!  an(l  he  faw  thro*  their  malicious  defighs,  he 
replied!  Ye  hypocritical  fawners!  why  do  ye  pretend, 
under  a  Ihcw  of  frietidfhip,  to  propofc  fuch  an  enfnaring 
queftion  to  me  ?  Let  me  fee  one  of  the  Roman  pence 
which  is  demanded  of  you  for  tribute. 

16  And*  they  bringing  a  piece  of  this  coin  to  him* 
he  alkcd!  Whole  head  and  infeription  is  this  which  I 
fee  upon  it?  They  replied.  It  ia  the  Homan  emperorY 

17  Then!  faid  he,  behave  as  good  fubjects  of  civil 
government,  by  paying  to  that  monarch  whatfoever  is 
due  to  him  for  your  privileges  and  protection  under  him, 
the  currency  of  wbofe  coin  among  you  is  an  evidence 
of  your  fubjeftion  to  him  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  be¬ 
have  with  all  fidelity  to  God  in  religious  concerns,  by 
paying  univerfal  obedience  to  his  commands!  who  ia 
the  only  fovereign  Lord  of  confcience ;  And  they,  find¬ 
ing  that  his  anfwer  was  fo  wifely  and  juftly  framed  as 
utterly^to  defeat  all  their  hopes  of  ftirring  up  either  the 
people  or  the  Roman  government  againft  him,  went  a* 
way  confounded,  and  full  of  amazement  at  his  match- 
lefs  prudence  and  forefight, 

18  When  thefe  were  thus  baffled  in  their  attempt* 
fome  of  the  feft  of  the  S adduces y  who  denied  the  re* 
furre£tion,  and  even  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  came 
to  try  whether  they  could  not  puzzle  him!  and  thereby 
expofe  him  to  contempt ;  and  therefore  they  put  a  que- 
flion  to  him,  faying, 

19  Matter,  we  beg  your  opinion  upon  the  following 

difficulty:  Mafij  ordered  in  the  law,  «v.  5*) 

that  if  a  man  die  and  leave  his  widow  without  any  chil¬ 
dren  by  htm>  the  eldeft  furviving  brother  fhall  marry 
her,  to  keep  up  his  family  and  Ins  name  in  IJraeL 

20  Now  there  has  been  a  very  uncommon  inft&nce  of 
this  fort  amongft  us,  relating  to  feVen  brethren  :  The 
elded  of  thefe  married;  and,  when  he  died,  left  his 
wife  without  any  child. 

21,  22*  Hereupon  the  next  brother,  according  to 
Mofifo  injunction,  took  her  for  his  wife  ,  and  he  dying 
chddlcfe,  the  third  married  the  fame  woman  ;  and  fo  on* 
till  Jhe  came  to  be  married,  in  fucceflion,  to  every  one 
of  the. feven  brothers,  without  having  a  child  by  cither 
them:  And,  at1aft,the  woman  herfrif  died  without  iffht, 

23  The  queftion  therefore  upon  the  cafe,  is  this: 
Suppofing  the  do£hine  of  the  refmr  and  of  a  fu¬ 

ture  flats  after  this  prefenrlife,  were  true  j  which  rf 

Vol.  L  J  X  th  - hr 


null  rifp,  wfiofe 
wife  fti  pH  (he  be 
of  (Jhjiu  ^  for  (he 
fevcii  luJ  her  to 
wife. 

19  Ami  jriu 
aufwcritjg  jlrtl 
tmtnlk'm,  Du  ye 
not  chert  fare  trry 
bc^wTe  yti  ktioii' 
not  dicftripturci, 
neither  the  podcr 
•f  God* 


3  j  F^r  when 
flicy  ibil  rite 
from  the  dcwl* 
fliey  neither  mar¬ 
ry,  nnrarr  jpven 

fn  wurri.ij:*  ;bot 
vc  as  the  angtb 
^  art  in  hca- 

♦ttk 


ttf  And  as  fati- 
ehing  the  rioi], 
ftiat  they  rife  ; 
bare  ye  not  reail 
in  the  boob  of 
Moles,  how  in 
the  belli  God 

fylke  unto  |iufint 

Ayin^,  t  ate  the 
<S« \  of  A  b  ra  ha  m  * 
and  the  God  of 
}Jhae  f  <i\\d  the 
tt»xl  of  JuCitlr} 

17  He  is  not 
ibe  Ond  of  the 
And.  Mitt  lie  God 
of  the  living  ; 
ye  therefore  do 
greatly  err* 
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thtfe  brethren  (hall  be  her  hufband  in  that  other  world, 
fince  {he  was  equally  married  to  every  one,  and  had  no 
child  by  either  of  them,  in  this  life? 

24  In  anfwer  hereunto,  Jefus  faid,  This  is  a  very  poor 
objection  to  that  doctrine:  It  proceeds  upon  a  grofs 
miflake,  arid  betrays  the  mottftupid  ignorance  of  the 
fpirituul  nature  of  that  future  world  of  happinefs  which 
the  feripture  maintains,  and  of  tbe  Hvr  which  ye  refer 
to  as  if  it  affeXed  that  date;  yea,  and  of  the  divine 
power  ftfelf,  as  if  the  great  God,  who  created  all  things 
out  of  nothing,  could  not  raife  the  dead  bodies  of  men 
and  women  to  life,  and  make  them  happy,  without comt^ 
numgllic  particular  relations  which  they  contracted  here. 

25  For  as  to  the  hind  of  life  to  which  the  dead  ihall 
be  ratfed  in  another  world,  it  is  very  different  from  that 
which  they  lead  m  this  :  How  neccmry  foever  marriage 
is  to  keep  up  a  fticoeffion  of  men  and  women,  ami  to 
relieve  one  another's  burdens  in  a  world  which  lies  under 
^  law  of  mortality  and  miferies  ;  yet,  at  the  refumXion 
of  the  juft,  there  will  be  no  occafion  for  hufbands  and 
wives,  to  propagate  children,  or  to  be  comforts  to  one 
another  under'  various  exereifes  ;  for  there  will  be  no 
deathsor  furrows  to  puhedefolation,  orcaufc  grief;  bur 
the  inhabitants  afthatbfcfled  world  will  be  as  immortal, 
perle&ly  fatisfied  and  glorious,  as  the  holy  angels  them* 
{tires. 

26  And  as  to  the  pctirrection  of  the  dead,  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  a  ftate  of  happinefs  hereafter;  even  the 
law  of  Aiqfis  itfidf,  which  ye  Sadducces  own  to  be  of 
divine  authority,  fufficicntly  allures  you  of  it  1  (See  the 
note  on  Mat*  xxiu  31.)  Have  yc  never  read  in  thofefa- 
cred  wririi)gbt  how  God,  appearing  to  Mofis  in  the  fiery 
buffi,  ftyled  hhnfelf  the  God  of  Abrabam\  Ifaac ,  and 
Jacob*  fevcml  ages  after  they  were  dead  and  gone  l 
{Ex$d*  iii^  6.) 

27  Now  fince  the  character  of  hrs  being  the  God  of 
any  perfons,  mamfcfMy  irfti mates  a  relation  to  them, 
not  under  tbe  notion  of  rheir  being  deadr  but  living ; 
and  fince  he  cannot  properly  be  laid  to  I«  at  prefent 
their  God  at  all,  if  they  are  utterly  dead  ;  nor  to  be  the 
God  of  human  persons,  fuch*  as  Ahrahamt  Ifaac,  ami 
Jacob,  con  fitting  of  fouls  and  bodies,  if  their  bodies 
were  to  abide  in  everhiftlng  dearh-;  there-  mu /l needs  be 
n  future  ftnte  of  bleffrdnds,  and  a  refiwreftion  of  the 
tody  to  Ilusrfc  witli  the  foul  in  it :  And  therefore  your 
oppofirion  to  this  doXriue  is  an  exceeding  great  error. 
(See  the  note  on  flint*  xxii.  32.) 

28  One  of  the  Jewifb  dodors,  who  was  of  the  feel 

ef 


^  AnJoneuf 
■La 
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the  feribtt  came, 
iud  having  bta;<l 
liicm  rcifbalag 
together,  and  pci’- 
ceiving  that'  he 

hid  onfwrttd 
them  ®eUs  aJLcd 
him,  Whkh  is 
the  firit  com  * 
nuDdmcntof  all? 

rp  And  Jefm 
^nfutrcd  him  » 
The  fad  of  ill 
the  command  - 
meats  ij,  Hrar,  O 
Uk.vAt  The  Lord 
oar  God  is  one 
Lord  \ 

30  And  then 
(halt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy 
lout,  and  whh  aft 
thy  mind  ,  and 
with  alt  thy 
ltrength;  this  is 
the  faft  com  - 
m  and  mem, 

31  And  the  fe- 
eoodjf|jtaT*0<*K* 
h  this ,  Thou 
Jbalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thy- 
kif,  There  i>  none 
other  command¬ 
ment  greater  ihuii 
thetc* 

31  And  rhe 
ikik  faid  unto 
himt  WcilMatler* 
tboahtH  laid  the 
Tniib :  fur  there 
is  one  God  j 
and  there  h  none 
other  bur  he. 

33  And  to  lore 
him  with  all  the 
heartland  itlthall 
the  under  Hand  * 
ing,  and  with  all 
the  foul*  and  with 
all  the  ftrtogth  , 
and  to  love  til 
neighbour  1$  him- 
fdf9  is  cnore  than 
all  t'hdle  burnt* 
idi-riogs  and  fa* 
rrifictn. 

34  And  when 
JeiilS  Taw  that  he 

an  fwCneil  di  fentt- 

ly,  he  Taid  unto 
bias,  Tfcott  art 

Mr 
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of  the  Pharifeet)  (Mat.  xxti.  35.}  direQIy  oppoiite  to 
that  of  the  Sadducteif  having  heard  the  difpuce  between 
C  brill  and  them,  and  judging  that  he  had  thoroughly 
confuted  them  out  of  the  writings  of  Mofcs,  had  a  mind 
in  his  turn  to  try  whether  he  could  not  put  a  more 
difficult  queftioo  than  theirs;  and  therefore  faid  to  our 
Lord,  Matter,  ft  nee  you  have  fpoke  fo  honourably  of  did 
law,  I- would  a(k  you,  Which  of  all  its  commandment# 
is  the  principal,  and  molt  neceflary  to  be  obferved  ? 

29,  3°*  J*f°*  anfwered,  The  chief  commandment  in 
the  law,  relating  to  God ,  is  that  which  requires  Ifrael  to 
believe  and  own  their  God  to  be  the  one  only  living  and 
true  Go!d ;  and  to  love,  worfliip,  and  ferve  him,  with 
the  united  powers  of  the 'foul,  with  the  under  flan  ding, 
will  and  affections ;  and  that  fuprcmely,  above  all  things 
elfe :  This  is  lb  important  and  eflential  a  command,  and 
of  fuch  perpetual  and  indifpenfible  obligation,  that,  in  a 
manner,  it  includes  all  the  reft ;  and  without  obferving 
this,  no  true  obedience  can  be  yielded  to  any  of  them. 

31  And  the  other,  of  a  like  comprehennve  nature, 
relating  to  fellow-creatures,  is  that  which  obliges  mert 
to  love  them  in  as  ffneere  and  benevolent  a  manner  as 
themfelves,  and  to  treat  them  with  as  much  humanity, 
juftice  and  mercy,  as  one  would  defire  or  expe&  in  like 
circumftances  for  himfdf.  Tbefe  two  are  the  principal, 
and  indeed  the  fuminary,  of  all  the  other  command* 
mcncs;  and  there  is  none  among  the  moral,  much  lefs 
among  the  ceremonial  precepts,  that  exceeds  thefe. 

32,  33.  The  JewtJb  doctor  being  convinced  by  this 
anfwer  that  he  was  no  match  for  Chrift,  and  having 
now  a  better  opinion  of  him  than  when  he  put  this  que- 
ftion  tempting  him,  (Mat.  xxii.  35.)  replied,  Maher, 
It  is  with  admirable  wifdom  and  propriety  that  you  hate 
determined  this  point ;  and  what  you  fay  is  undoubtedly 
right :  For  there  certainly  is  but  one  only  living  and  true 
God ;  and  to  love,  worlhip,  and  ferve  him,  with  all 
the  united  powers  of  the  foul  in  their  utmoft  vigour,  and 
to  maintain  the  fame  equitable  and  charitable  temper 
and  behaviour  towards  all  we  have  to  do  with,  as  we 
in  like  circumftances  would  wUh  for  fronj  them  towards 
ourfelves,  is  a  more  neceflary  and  important  duty,  than 
offering  ever  fo  many  lacriSccs,  or  complying  with  all 
the  pofitive  jnftitutions  of  the  law  of  Mofes, 

34  And  when  Jcfus  obferved  with  what  good  humour 
and  judgment  tht  fcri&e  received  his  anfwer  and  replied 
to  it,  he  exprefled  his  approbation,  faying,  Thefe  fen* 
timents  and  dirpofiiions  are  near  approaches  to  a  real 
change  of  heart;  they  are  a  good  ilep  toward  your  em- 

X  2  bracing 


3*4 

not  far  From  llie 
k  mjflom  ofOfMJ. 
And  no  m^n  af- 
hr  that  ilnrft  aAl 
him  aoyqutftiun* 


IS  AfiJ  jcfas 
Anfrrcr  aland  tiict, 
*vhi(e  he  taught  In 
the  temple, 
fey  the  fefihts 
tlwt  Chrift  i$  the 

fen  of  Lfrvul? 


}<S  For  I>a*id 

lii tii veil'  find  by 
the  holy  Ghoft, 
The  Lord  fa  id  to 
my  Lard  ,  Srt 
llw>u  ort  my  rf^ht 
hard  |  till  f  nuke 
thine  unemie*  thy 

37  David  there¬ 
fore  InwItJf  calj- 
*th  him  Lord  3 
udu  Itencc  is  he 
Jfrrt  hh  ion  - 
And  the  common 
people  heard,  him 
gladly. 


j9  Andhcfehl 
m in  them  in  hist 
doAHne,  lle^'are 
of  the  fcrilwa , 
which  lore  to  go 
in  long  clothing, 
and  Uve  /ablu¬ 
tions  in  the  in  a r- 
het’pKcca, 

3P  And  the 
thief  ftaU  in  the 
Fypagogaea,  and 
the  uppeimofi 
room*  at  feafts  : 


WHskh  de- 
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bracing  my  gofpel,  ami  bid  fair  tor  your  being  made  par¬ 
taker  of  the  bleflings  of  my  kingdom. — Our  Lord  having 
thus  furprilingly  overcome  the  various  fe£ls  that  offered 
to  entangle  him  with  their  queftions,  all  his  eneipics 
were  fo  confounded,  that  none  of  them  from  that  time 
forward  durlt  enter  into  any  further  difputes  with  him. 

35  Then  Jefus  turned  the  tables  and,  whilft  he  con¬ 
tinued  preaching  in  the  temple,  where  fume  of  the 
Ph&rifeet  were  prefsnt,  propofed  this  queflton  for  any  of 
them  to  anfwer,  Why  do  you r  do&ors,  the  interpreters 
of  the  law,  teach,  that  the  Mcflidh  is  to  be  a  defeendent 
from  David?  (See  the  note  on  Lvkext.  41.)  How  can 
they  reconcile  this  with  another  account,  which  the  ferip* 
turc  gives  of  him  ? 

36  For  David  himfclf,  fpeaking  of  the  Meffiah,  as 
ye  all  own  he  did  under  the  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
faid,  (Pfal.  cx.  I.)  The  Lord faid  unto  my  Lord ,  Sit  thou 
at  my  right  handy  till  I  make  thine  eacmiej  tby  footfiocl . 
Yc  fee  David,  tho’  b  king,  here  fpeaks  of  the  Mdhah 
in  high  terms  of  irtajefty  and  power,  and  as  fuperior  in 
honour  and  dominion  to  himfclf. 

37  Since  therefore  David  calls  the  Mefliah  his  Lord, 
How  do  ye  under  (land  that  he  is  defeended  from  him  ? 
Is  one  and  the  fame  perfon  both  fuperior  and  inferior. 
Lord  and  fon,  to  his  own’  royal  father  ?  How  can  ye 
reconcile  thefe  things  ?  The  Ph&rifees  not  underftanding 
that  Chrifl  was  a  complex  perfon,  who,  in  his  original 
nature,  was  God,  and  fo  fuperior  to  David ;  and,  in 
his  affumed  nature,  was  man,  and  fo  inferior  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  according  to  the  flefli;  could  make  no  anfwer; 
And  the  common  people  obferving  how  far  Jefus  fur- 
palled  all  their  teachers,  were  extremely  pleaded,  and 
liftened  to  his  difeontfe  with  great  attention. 

38,  Then  our  Lord,  turning  to  his  djfciples  and 
the  reft  of  the  people,  faid.  Take  heed  that  ye  be  not 
impofed  upon,  influenced  and  injured  by,  nor  drawn 
into  an  imitation  of,  the  /triers  and  Pharifeeiy  who  are 
exceeding  ambitious,  and  fond  of  walking  abroad  in 
long  robes,  to  didtnguiih  and  gain  reverence  to  them- 
felvcs  ;  they  ate  like  wife  fhamefnlly  tkfirous  of  being 
openly  falutcd  with  high  tokens  of  refped,  as  great 
tabbies,  in  the  ftreets  or  markets,  or  any  places  of  com- 
mon  rsfort j  and  whenever  they  go,  either  to  public 
worfhip,  or  to  any  feafts,  they  have  a  mighty  aim  at 
getting  into  the  very  bigheft  teats,  and  raking  the  opper 
hand  of  all  the  company,  that  they  may  he  looked  upon 
as  the  mod  worthy  among  them. 

40  And  their  hypocrify  and  covetoufuefs  are  as  great 

as 
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tour  hol¬ 

ies,  and  farapie* 
tence  make  long 
prayers  :  theie 
thr.U  rtvcicc  great* 
ei  Jam  nation. 


4<  And  Jefus 
fat  over  ogtinft 
the  trealury,  and 
hdtcld  how  the 
people  rail  money 
intu  the  trafiuy  ; 
and  many  rli^t 
were  rich  call  in 
much. 

41  And  there 
came  a  certain 
poor  ridow,  and 

Iticv  threw  1jWw» 
mites  ,  which 
make  a  farthing, 

4  j  And  he  rail¬ 
ed  unto  him  hts 
d  ifeip  Its  ,an  d  faith 
unto  them,  Veri¬ 
ly  Ifsyuntoyou, 
That  this  poor 
widow  hath  call 
more  in,  than  ail 
they  which  have 
rjit  into  (hecrct- 
iiity  : 

44  J'or  Eil] 
did  Call  in  of  i heir 
irbundaiiCe ;  hut 
Hit  of  her  want 
did  raff  in  ill  that 
the  had,  tveu  all 
J>rr  living. 
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as  their  ambition  :  For  they  make  high  profetlions  of 
extraordinary  fanttity  and  devotion,  drawing  out  their 
prayers  to  an  uncommon  lengthy  that  they  may  be  the 
lefs  fufpeeted  of  opprrtfinn  or  fraud  in  their  various  me* 
thods  of  enriching  chemfelvcs  at  the  cxpence,  and  even 
to  the  ruin,  of  widows  amt' their  fathcrlcfs  children : 
But  God  will  mfliel  the  heavieft  pumfhment  upon  them, 
in  proponton  to  the  greatnefs  of  their  crimes,  and  of 
the  worldly  advantages  they  umigrueoufly  gained  under 
a  cloak  of  religion* 

41  After  this,  as  Jefus  was  fitting  in  a  court  of  the 
temple  near  the  treafury,  and  was  obferving  what  gifts 
and  offerings  the  people  put  into  the  common  chelt  for 
religious  ufes,  he  faw  that  many  wealthy  peifous  gave  a 
great  deal  of  money  in  a  way  pf  free-wiil  offerings* 

42  And  he  took  particular  notice  of  a  certain  poor 
widow,  who,  amidfl  the  plentiful  contributions  of  others* 
put  in  two  fmall  pieces  of  money,  amounting  ro  the  va¬ 
lue  of  only  one  farthing-  (Se«  tne  note  on  Mat.  x-  29.) 

43  Hereupon  our  Saviour,  calling  his  apofties  to  him, 
faid,  Obferve  that  poor  widow;  (he,  honeft-hearted 
pioua  creature,  has  come  and  put  her  two  mites  into 
the  treafury:  How  fmaiJ  foever  this  prefentbe  in  itfelfi 
and  how  lightly  foever  others  may  account  of  it,  1  affured- 
ly  ttdl  you,  that  it  is  more  in  proportion  to  her  indigent 
circum  fiances,  and  difeovers  greater  zeal  and  fmcerity 
of  affeftion,  and  is  of  higher  account  with  God,  than 
all  the  large  fums  of  money  which  the  wealthy  people 
have  offered, 

44  For  what  they  have  given  hears  but  little  propor¬ 

tion  to  their  affluent  circumttanceG,  and  was  what  they 
could  very  well  fpare  and  not  feel  it:  But  this  poor  wi¬ 
dow  has  chcefully  put  in  her  whole  (lock  of 

provifion,  and  muff  pinch  for  want  of  it  afterwards; 
and  as  (he  has  neverthclefs  done  this  with  fo  free  and 
willing  a  mind,  it  is  accepted  according  to  what  (lie  had, 
and  not  according  to  what  (he  had  not, ' 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  fiirprifing  13  the  long-fufforinj;  and  patience  of  God  toward  ohltinatc  aM 
rebellious  tinners,  amidft  all  their  wicked  neft  agr^inf>  him  and  his  inctlcngm,  hia 
gufpel  and  hisChrift,  and  that  under  a  profeiVton  of  being  thcmfilves  lira  people 
and  fervantsl  How  many  affronts  does  he  put  up,  lidWr  he  executes  his  wrath 
upon  them!  And  bow  affe&iug  are  the  riciiett  of  btes  gi-aec,  in  lending  his  own 
Son  to  feck  and  lave  fuch  as  theft:!  if  they  receive  him  tilth  and  love,  falva* 
tfon  is  theirs;  but  if  they  reject  him,  they  rnuft  unavoidably  pcrilh.  How  much 
foever  his  enemies  are  at  variance  with  one  another,  they  c-m  readily  ajrrte  in  a 
a  common  oppofition  tg  him  ;  But  how  vain  and  fmitlsts  is  all  their  united  oraiy 
ami  malice  to  overthrow  his  gofpel  and  his  kingdom  in  the  world  1  While  lone 
reject  and  defpife  him,  he  will  find  out  others  to  embrace  him,  and  lo  h.  fog  forth 
fruit  to  God,  in  force  tneaiure  anfwcrabLe  to  the  lijjkt  and  advantages  they  re- 
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ccive  from  Mm*  Ami  oh  how  happy  is  it  to  be  under  bis  gracious  guidance  and 
influence!  With  what  evidence  and  juftnrfs  of  thought  ha*  he  fouled  the  true 
bounds  nf  civil  and  religious  liberty,  confirmed  the  doctrine  of  a  rtfurre&icn  ri? 
etrnul  life,  and  cleared  up  the  fpiritiu)  nature  and  ptrlVditHi  of  heavenly  b!e1Icd- 
ticft]  What  a  judicious  and  comprehensive  view  has  he  given  us  of  the  moral 
law,  as  an  eternal  rule  of  rightcoufaels;  and  of  its  two  grand  principles,  love  to 
Cod  and  one  another,  that  the  duties  of  the  firft  and  fccond  table  may  be  ever 
looked  upon  as  in  reparable,  and  may  be  performed  with  plea  fare!  How  plainly 
has  he  intimated,  that  the  wonderful  conftitufion  of  bis  perfon,  God-man,  is  the 
only  way  of  accounting  for  the  (liferent  reprefentntions  which  the  feripture  makes 
of  him,  as  the  roof  and  tjjsfring  of  David*  as  his  Lord  and  ion :  And  how  critt  ■ 
cnlly  does  he  ohilrve,  and  determine  about,  all  our  acts  of  piety  and  charity,  ac- 
ctvrdipg  to  their  principle  and  circumfcmces,  and  not  according  to  outward  ap¬ 
pearances  J  And  yet  how  many  advocates  are  there  for  the  mt-ft  monftrous  errors, 
in  opposition  to  the  plained  and  mult  important  truths;  and  in  how  many  thirgs 
do  wc  all  otfend  I— Chri ft's  doctrines  may  be  heard  w  ith  pkafunr,  without  any  la¬ 
ving  benefit;  but  when  they  are  entertained  with  judgment  and  aftefiion,  tiny 
fet  us  at  the  very  door  of  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven*  O h  how  ought 
we  to  be  concerned,  left  any  of  us  llioukl  be  only  almoft  Chriftians,  near  to  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  ucver  enter  into  it,  nor  bear  a  part  in  the  refur refton  of 
the  juft!  And  how  dreadful  will  be  the  cafe  of  all  falle  pretendm  to  religU'n  ! 
The  greater  their  hypocrily  and  iniquities  are,  the  more  terrible  will  their  con* 
demnation  be. 


CHAP.  XUL 


Cbrifl  foretell  the  deft  ruhl  ton  of  the  temple ,  together  with  Jcrtifalem,  as 
a  figure  of  the  final  judgment^  morning  all  men  to  he  watchful,  trjl 
they  he  furprifed  unawares  to  their  utter  minify  judgments  relating 
to  this  world  and  that  which  is  to  cam€y  1,-37, 


Tv  XT. 

ANI>  as  he 
went  oar  of 
the  teropJe,ojiei>f 
tib  diiclplri  IdUh 
tuitoliitfi.  Matter, 
fee  what  manner 
of  ftones ,  and 
what  buiklinjHare 
Uni 


1  And  Jrfus 
qufW*rin**tdiJ  tin* 

Tliefe  great  h  Hill¬ 
ings?  there  ftull 
H4  k  left  one 
Hone  upon  ano¬ 
ther,  that  (ball 
not  be  thrown 
down. 

3  And  is  he  fat 
Upon  the  mount 
ef  Olives,  oyer  a- 
grin  [l  the  temple, 
ffUff  4«d  J<tm« 


Paraphrase. 

XXT  Hen  our  blcfled  Lord  had  ftaid  as  long  as  he  de* 
”  figned  in  the  temple,  and  was  going  out  of  it, 
the  apoitics,  and  more  particularly  one  of  them,  deli  red 
him  to  turn  back  and  view  itj  faying.  Mailer,  be  plea- 
fed  to  furvey  the  ftatelincfs  and  grandeur  of  this  glorious 
fabrick;  obferve  its  huge  and  beautiful  Hones,  and  the 
finenefs  of  its  archite&ure  and  decorations.  What  an 
admirable  and  magnificent  building  is  this !  Surely  it 
cannot  calily  be  demoliflicd;  and  it  it  could,  it  is  pity 
that  ever  it  fhould. 

2  Jefus  replied,  Tito*  you  look  upon  this  houfe  with 
admiration,  delire,  and  pleafure,  and  now  fee  it  in  all 
its  ilrcngth  and  glory  $  alas!  I  tell  you,  it  will  not  be 
lottg  before  it  (hall  be  fo  thoroughly  rated  to  the  very 
ground,  as  to  leave  none  of  its  remains  \  no,  not  fo 
much  as  to  ihew  that  there  ever  was  fuch  a  noble  edifice 
in  this  place.  (See  the  note  on  Mat-  xxiv.  2.) 

3  Then  going  on  to  the  mount  of  Olives,  and  letting 
himfeli  down  on  that  fide  of  the  hilj  which  dire£l]y  faced 
the  temple  and  gave  him  a  full  profpcfl  of  it  together 
with  JeritfaUm  (tfelf,  fome  of  his  apoitics,  Peter  and 
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tnd  Jong  amt  Art* 
drew  uked  him 
privitdv', 

4TeJim.  when 
(tail  \htic  things 
lie  ?  ird  u'Lti  ^// 
ii1  the  ligri  whro 
all  rlwle  th:u£* 
U  be  fdi&iy : 


J  And  Tefiis 
anl'wtrin*  mernt 
bfgmtoijy/rake 
beeJ  Ml  flyman 
dixuvc  ynii ; 


fl  Jpiir  many 
Mine  in  i Ay 
mmt,  frying,  t 
am  Chr:j{ ;  .md 
£14!!  ikvdvc  njj' 
njr- 


y  And  when 

ye  Lhaii  he.**  **f 

w\>rst  \<  ye  A*»t 
troubled  !  for 
y’atv  *  mull 
ticris  h:\  bm  ihe 

cwd  j*j;V  JU>( 

yet. 
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James,  John  and  jindrexo,  by  name,  came  and  privately 
laid  to  him, 

4  Be  pleated  to  acquaint  us  with  the  time  when  the 
dreadful  dcfuUtion  lhaii  be  made  upon  this  ftatelybuild- 
ing,  and  the  other  great  revolutions  (hall  be  brought  no 
pafe,  relating  to  the  efhbliihmcnt  of  thy  kingdom  and 
the  end  cf  the  world,  which  we  apprehend  thou  hall 
lately  fpoken  of  once  and  again :  And,  hy  what  tokens 
may  we  know  the  time  that  (hall  immediately  go  before 
the  accompli  fh  ment  off  all  the(e  itrange  things? 

$  Jcfus  knowing  how  much  they  were  governed  by 
curiofity  in  ihefe  qucltions,  and  what  confufed  and  car¬ 
nal  notions  they  had  about  the  nature  of  his  kingdom, 
began  his  anfwcr  with  faying,  See  to  it,  that  ye  be  not 
impofed  upon  by  any  feduccrs  in  what  relates  to  the 
great  alterations  that  lhaii  be  made  in  the  earth. 

6  Far,  before  theft  changes  and  defoiations  (hall  be 
made,  feveral  importers  will  appear,  each  of  them  taking, 
to  himfelf  the  character  of  the  McJIiah,  and  pretending 
to  be  fu»t  of  God  to  fet  up  his  throne  with  power  a- 
mong  the  Jews*  and  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Remans,  and  give  them  dominion  over  all  nations 
round  about  them ;  and,  by  their  artful  management, 
they  will  prevail  upon  many  to  believe  and  follow  them 
to  their  utter  ruin. 

7  When  therefore  ye  (hall  hear  from  one  quarter  and 
another,  and  rttall  hare  frequent  reports  of  ciyil  and 
foreign  wars  and  commotions  $  do  nor  be  d ejected  or 
diftnayed  at  than,  like  unbelievers:  For  thefe  calami¬ 
ties  mult  of  necefiiry  come  to  pals,  as  figns  and  fore¬ 
runners  of  the  dcltruction  of  the  temple,  city,  and  na¬ 
tion  of  the  Jev/s,  and  as  means  of  uthermg  it  in s  tho’ 
that  will  not  be  the  utinod  of  all  their  troubles,  much 
lefs  will  it  trtue  in  the  end  of  the  world. 


S  For  nation 
Jfcait  rife  again  (t 

melon,  and  king- 
<Lh»  again  [l  king¬ 
dom  :  and  tliert 
ftull  be  earth  - 
quake*  in  divers 
pbt'Ci;  afwltbfre 
ihall  be  famines, 
and  troubles  ; 
tftWe  "i  nr  the  be¬ 
ginnings  (if  fi>r- 
rows. 


8  For  of  the  -feveral  kingdoms  and  provinces  into 
which  the  land  of  IJrafl  is  divided,  one  will  rife  up  in 
anus  agalnrt  another,  and  Jews  again  ft  Gentiles  i  and, 
tngethei  with  intertine  and  foitign  wars,  there  will  be, 
in  one  place  and  another,  earthquakes,  famines,  ami 
other  terrible  frights  and  dangets;  all  which  are  but 
the  leading  Heps  and  fpecimens  of  the  Hill  much  greater 
diftrrffcs  that  fha)l  attend  the  dcftrutUon  of  Jeru/aleta  ? 
And  fuch  like  events  will  appear  again  iu  after-ages, 
as  figns  and  prefages  of  tbe  dillolmion  of  this  world, 
whet)  it  (hall  be  drawing  near  at  the  lail  day. 

p  But 


H  O  T  It. 


t  AH  tbefe  tilings  (rav7*  oar?*}  Item  td  rtfrr  ru  forr.C  tilings  mci'c  than  barely  the  i!e- 
Aruftum  of  ib(  Itnple:  Ami  thmi^h  otir  cmigclift  lias  not  esorclferl  ihnn,  A'Jrtrf.w  liar, 
xaiv.  3.  tics  the  note  (here;)  and  therefvre  1  put  lit  at  iutia  the  pmaphi-u-:. 


jiS 


p-ntittakcHttil 
toyourlkhrej  :  tor 

they  fh&ll  deliver 

yvu  Up  U>  Cumh- 
fcU  i  auct  in  the 
IVdgijg ues  ye 
ftiflll  be  Iwaxcn  i 
ami  ye  fhalL  he 
brought  before 
rulers  and  king* 
fur  my  fate*  lor  a 

trftimouy  aguuft 

tl-lfOr 


to  And  the 
gofpei  uiuft  firit 
6c  publilhed  i- 

ttoiig  dl  nitkxu. 


it  T$\\t  vhc n 
they  Hull  Lead 
yos/t  and  deliver 
yt-n  upt  takv  Qd 

thought  before¬ 
hand  what  ycflull 
fpeak,  neither  do 
ye  premeditue ; 
nut  whatfhever 
Jhill  he  given  you 
in  that  hour, 
that  fpcakye  :f»r 
it  is  not  yc  that 
fjurik  T  bftt  the 
h  >ly  OWt, 


ii  Mow  the 
brother  ibd(  he- 
tny  the  brother 
to  death,  and  die 
f  jiher  ihc  (on ; 
and  Children  ihall 
rife  tip  agarntV 
jbtir  parents,  and 
catifc  them 
to  be  put  to  death* 

,  13  Andy?  ih 

be  haled  of  Ai 
tnea  lor  my 
names 
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9  But  as,  befidc$  thefe  public  calamities,  ye,  my 
difciplea,  will  meet  with  many  pcrfonal  trials  fur  my 
nnme’s  fake;  fee  that  ye  be  not  fo  feared  or  difoouragol 
by  them,  as  to  do  any  thing  unworthy  of  your  profcITion 
and  hopes :  For  many  will  be  fuch  enemies  to  you, 
merely  on  account  of  your  relation  to  me,  that  they  will 
hurry  you  to  ccclefiaftical  and  civil  courts  of  judicature; 
amt  ye  (hall  not  only  be  tried  before  J#wJb  councils, 
and  publicly  chaftifcd  in  their  fynagoguts;  but  (hall 
likewife  be  brought  before  the  tribunals  of  heathen 
princes  and  judges,  for  your  ChriAiamry,  that  ye  nuy 
have  opportunities  of  preaching  mygofpd,  and  of  (hew¬ 
ing  the  power  of  it  upon  your  own  fpirits,  in  their  pre- 
leucc,  for  the  vindication  of  its  divine  authority,  and 
confutation  of  them  that  oppofe  it. 

to 'And  God  in  his  providence  will  certainly  over¬ 
rule  this  as  a  means  of  fpreading  the  glad  tidings  of  fal- 
vation,  not  only  thro1  Judeat  but  thro’  all  provinces  of 
the  R#man  empire  alfo,  before  the  deftruftion  of  the 
temple;  and  this  gofpel,  by  lilt*  means,  (hall  be  fpread 
thro*  all  nations  of  the  earth,  before  the  judgment  of 
the  great  day* 

1 1  Whenever  therefore  your  adverfaries,  in  the  heat 
of  their  fury  again  ft  you  for  my  lake,  fhall  hale  you, 
like  criminals,  before  magi  ft  rates  of  what  character  fo* 
ever;  do  not  give  way  to  the  leaft  difeouragement,  as 
if  ye  (hould  be  confounded,  and  not  know  what  to  fay 
for  yourfelves;  nor  Jet  any  folicitudc  about  the  event 
pat  you  U}x>n  fo  much  as  flu  dying  before-hand  how  to 
plead  the  glorious  caufe  ye  are  engaged  m  whlrhuman 
art  and  eloquence;  but,  depending  upon  higher  wifdom 
and  power  than  your  own,  make  your  defence  juft  in 
that  way  and  manner  which  dial  I  be  fuggefted  to  you 
from  above  at  the  very  time  when  ye  (hall  be  called  to 
fpeak :  For  as  the. caufe  is  God's,  fo  the  arguments  by 
which  ye  are  to  maintain  it  (lull  not  be  the  product  of 
your  own  abilities,  but  of  the  immediate  infpiration  of 
his  Spirit  as  fpeaking  in  and  by  you* 

12  lJut.^-)  the  malignant  prejudices  and  fevere  per¬ 
secutions  that  foali  arife  againft  you  for  the  gofpel’s  lake, 
will  work  in  fuch  an  uimarural  and  cruel  manner,  that 
even  the  nenreft  and  deareft  relations  will  break  through 
all  the  ties  of  friend  Hi  ip  and  blood ;  in  fo  much  that  bro- 
thers*  fathers,  and  children,  will  trcacherouflyaccufcand 
deliver  up  one  another,  even  to  death,  for  their  religion. 

13  And  indeed  this  wicked  fpirit  will  fo  infect  the 
generality  of  mankind,  that  they  will  unite  in  a  common 
enmity  and  oppofmon  to  yoU|  becaufo  yc  profefs  my 


naira: 
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name s  tike:  ?but  name  and  preach  my  gofpcl :  But  nutwithftanding  all 
jiiTTuntoSrcciul  diicouraged,  co:ifi<lering  what  ailiftancc*  I 

the  fame  Hull  be  have  promifed  you,  and  that  whoever  (hall  hold  on  thro* 
fc™1-  all  thefe  tribulations,  and  hold  our  to  the  end,  he  (hall 

be  under  the  peculiar  care  of  Providence,  and  (hall  cer¬ 
tainly  at  laft  obtain  the  falvation  which  is  in  me,  with 
eternal  glory, 

14  But  when  14  But  to  return-  As  to  the  immediately  preceding 
y*  that)  kc  ihc  a-  tokens  of  the  deftrnftion  of  the  J*vjiJb  ftate  and  temple* 
liihiSn ' when  once  ye  come  to  fee  the  land  invaded,  that  ought 
ut  by  Danbl  tbc  to  have  been  (acred  to  God,  and  not  profaned  by  the 
Raiding  idolatrous  armies  and  enfigns  of  the  Ranuins  ;  and  fee 
^"(lechiin^aB  holy  city  belicgcd  by  them  who  are  the  defolating 
rraUti,  under  -  abomination  fpoken  of  in  DanUly  (chap-  xi.  3!.);  then 
ftmdi) 1  then  kt  jet  bun  who  reads  this  prophecy,  ami  lives  to  fee  this 
j^dT*  event,  undertfcmd  that  the  final  deftrutiion  of  JtrufrtUm 

mountains:  '  is  juft  at  hand}  and  then  every  one  that  is  in  Jiuka^ 

and  would  provide  far  his  own  fafcty,  mu  ft  immediately 
get  away  from  the  feat  of  war,  and  hide  himfclf  in  the 
mountainous  countries. 


ij  A  ml  let  him 
that  h  on  the 
hcniJe-top  M  20 

ddvn  imo  tnc 
houft,  neither  en¬ 
ter  therein,  to  take 
40 v  tiring  o«u  of 
bi$  hotite, 

1 6  Aft]  let  bim 
tbit  u  in  the  field  , 
not  turn  back  a- 
gain  for  to  is  fee 
up  hU  garment* 


15  And  Cnee  the  ravage  made  by  the  Roman  armies 
will  be  exceeding  fwift,  your  flight  mult  be  io  too,  as 
ever  ye  would  efcape  them  :  If  therefore  any  one  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  on  the  top  of  his  houfe  when-  he  6rft  hears 
tidings  of  their  invation,  let  him  not  flay  fo  long  as  to 
go  into  it  to  pack  up  his  goods  and  carry  them  away 
with  him.  (See  the  note  on  Mat.  x\iv.  17.) 

16  And  if  any  one  ihould  hear  of  it  whilfl  he  may 
be  walking  abroad  or  bufy  in  the  fields,  let  him  not  once 
think  of  returning  home  tofccurc  any  of  his  affairs  there, 
or  fo  much  as  to  take  another  fuit  of  clothes  with  him  ; 


but  let  everyone  fly  for  his  life,  as  Lot  did  out  of  Sothm. 
it  But  wo  .to  17  Bat  alas!  the  cafe  of  thofe  women  will  be  very 
an(l  perilous,  who  at  that-time  may  be  big  with 
that  gtvo  feck'lo  child,  or  encumbered  with  fuckinginfants  at  their  hiejils, 
thufc  days!  or  may  be  in  any  circumfhtnces  of  incapacity  for  fpeedy 
flight,  fince  it  will  be  exceeding  difficult  for  them  to 
efcape  the  fury  of  the  Ionian  army,  and  the  milcrics  of 
inteilinc  broils. 

18  And  pny  18  And,  for  the  fame  reafon,  beg  that  a  kind  £ro- 
bt ind^'ln*  vidence  may  fo  far  order  theft:  days  of  adveifity  in  your 
ler."  '  favour,  as  not  to  come  upon  you  in  the  winter  fealon  or 

in  bad  weather,  which  would  render  your  ncceflUry  fpeed 
much  more  difficult  and  uncomfortable  than  if  the  toads 


>9  For  in  ttiofe 

Ai y*  fhnll  b*  af- 

luth  as 


were  good  and  the  weather  fair. 

ip  For  wbat  with  the  cruelty  of  the  Roirtiut  foldiers, 
the  tumults  and  confufions  of  the  Jews  among  thens- 
felyes,  the  perpetual  alarms  and  horrors  of  every  om\s 

own 


33° 

not  from  ihc 
Lcgomiug  uf  the 
oration  which 
God  crewed t  unto 
to!  lime;  ntfUicr 
frill  be* 

AO  And  ex  - 
«£puhai  th«  Lord 
bul  (horctned 

(hdfe  days,  no 

fWb  flvouLl  be  fa- 
led :  but  for  the 
deft's  fukcj  whom 
be  huth  choicn, 
he  Juth  llurtcutol 
the  day*. 


%t  And  then, 
if  any  rnjtn  frail 
f.y  io  jou,  I^T 
btrt  if  Chril)  ;  or 
h>,  he  Is  there; 
believe  him  not. 

*i  l;or  falfc 
eh  nits  and  folfe 
prophcisliullrife, 
ami  Ilia  11  (hew 
figns  and  vou  ' 
ders,  to  iedwee*  if 

£/  wrrtf  palTiblcj 
even  die  trkfb 


i;  But  rake  ye 
heed :  behold,  I 
hate  foretold  you 
alUhings; 


14  J>ot  in  thole 
H';*,  after  that 
tribuLukju  ,  the 
frfc  Ihill  be  dar¬ 
kened,  and  the 
fr.oon  llml  I  not 
j^vc  her  Ii^hr, 

*1  And  the 
ftn*  of  hetvert 
(hall 
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own  mind,  and  the  fore  famine  and  other  troubles  that 
will  concur  in  thofe  days,  they  will  be  the  molt  cala* 
mitous  and  formidable  that  ever  were  known  upon  earth, 
or  ever  fhall  come  upon  any  particular  nation  afterwards 
as  long  as  the  world  endures. 

20  Yea,  fo  extremely  great  and  fij  multiplied  will 
thefe  diftreiles  be,  chat  if  they  were  not  to  be  limited 
and  retrained  in  due  feafon  by  the  merciful  providence 
of  Grod,  no  human  creature  in  the  land  of  Judea  could 
podibly  outlive  them :  Bui  for  the  fake  of  his  cleft, 
whom  he  has  chofen  for  bimfelf,  be  will  gradoufly  put 
a  flop,  fooner  than  be  otherwjfc  would,  to  the  deftruc* 
tion  of  thofe  days ;  that  fuch  of  them  as  wilt  be  then 
living  in  their  tins,  and  thofe  of  them  who  are  to  de¬ 
scend  from  the  loins  of  fome  of  that  age,  may  be  brought 
to  faith  and  repentance  ;  and  that  they,  together  with 
the  already  converted,  may  be  preferred  for  the  props* 
gallon  of  his  kingdom  in  the  world. 

21  And  if,  at  this  or  any  other  time  of  great  com* 
motion  and  danger,  it  fliould  be  fuggeited,  that  the  true 
Medial)  appears  in  one  place,  or  another,  to  deli roy 
your  enemies,  and  bring  falvatiou  to  yourfelves ;  I  charge 
you  to  give  no  manner  of  heed  to  them. 

22  For  God  wiU  certainly  fuffer  feducers  to  arife,  for 
the  trial  of  his  people’s  faith,  and  for  the  righteous  pu* 
nilbment  of  obftinate  unhelieving  finners :  Some  of 
thefe  will  faliely  pretend  to  be  great  prophets  fent  of 
God,  and  others  to  be  the  very  Chrift;  and  they  will 
manage  their  furpriGng  deceits  and  lying  wonders  with 
fuch  a  plaufible  air  of  miracles,  as  will  impolc  upon 
many  to  their  inevitable  pjerdition ;  and  would  have  the 
lame  dreadful  effeft  upon  God’s  own  cleft  themfelvcs, 
whom  he  has  chofen  to  falvation  thro’  fauftification  of 
the  fpirit  and  belief  of  the  truth,  were  it  poilible  for  them 
to  be  carried  off  from  the  only  Saviour  to  an  tmpoflor. 

23  But  as  fecret  things  belong  to  the  Lord,  and  re* 
vealed  things  to  you,  and  none  are  to  think  themfdves 
fafe  by  any  decree  of  God,  without  the  ufc  of  proper 
means;  watch  and  pray,  that  ye  may  not  be  deluded  by 
fuch  deceivers  :  Remember  I  have  fore-warned  you  of 
them,  that  ye  might  be  fore*armed  a  gain  ft  them. 

24,  25.  But  whatever  tbe  event  may  be  as  to  paiticular 
perlons,  thefe  figns  and  troubles,  which  will  appear 
within  a  few  years,  will  certainly  ifftie  in  a  fpcedy  and 
entire  fubverfton  of  the  civil  and  religious  ftate  of  the 
Jew ;  fo  that,  according  to  the  figurative  language  of 
prophecy,  (Joel  iii.  15,  16.)  Tbe  fun  and  moon  fhall  be 
darkened)  and  tbe  fiars  withdraw  their  light ,  and  tfo 


CI»*  saii. 

Jhdl  fall,  and  A* 
powers  <ltat  art  in 
heaven  frail  Ik 
fluken. 


itf  And  tben 
fraJJ  they  fa  the 
Son  of  man  co- 
mingin  (beclouds 
ui;Ji  irtit  power 
nod  glory. 


i*  And  then 
(halt  lie  fend  hi* 
angels*  and  frill 
gather  togerlu*r 
his  cleft  from  the 
four  winds*  from 
t '.totter molt  part 
of  (h«  «rth  to  ihc 
utfermoft  part  of 
keaYea, 


iS  Now  learn 
a  parable  of  the 

tree*  When 
her  bunch  is  yet 
iciider,  and  put- 
teth  forth  leaves* 
ye  know  that 
iu  aimer  it  near : 

iO  Soycmlike 
maimer,  when  ye 
frail  *  fa  thtfe 
things  come  to 
p;if*t  know  that  it 
u  uigh*  tvea  at 
the  doors, 

30  Verily  I  fay 
unto  you,  That 

ibis  gi-neratioti 

fhJI  not  pa/s,  till 
allthefc  things  be 
done, 

31  Heaven  and 
eardt  frail  pift  a- 
wjy ;  but  my 
words  fr^li  not 
piis  away. 
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heavens  Jha/l  /hake :  And  this  may  be  con  Jittered  as  a 
lively  emblem  of  whnt  (hall  literally  come  to  pais  to¬ 
ward  the  end  of  the  world,  when  the  like  figns  and 
troubles  (hall  return,  and  be  followed  with  1'uch  an  uni- 
verlul  conflagration  of  the  whole  frame  of  nature  as  will 
deitroy  the  prefent  influences  of  the  heavenly  bodies  on 
this  eanli.  (2  Pet.  iii.  10,  1 1,  12.) 

2 6  And  then  thofe  very  Jews  who  now  obflinately 
reject  the  Mefliah,  (hall,  in  the  dellru&iun  of  Jervfalemt 
find  to  their  coft,  that  he  is  exalted  in  awful  majefty, 
and  comes  with  all  conquering  power  to  avenge  himfvlf 
upon  them,  like  the  great  Cod  who  iwhkes  the'  clouds 
his  chaiict,  {P/al.  civ.  3.) :  And,  at  the  coufutnmaiion 
of  alt  things,  he  will  vifibly  appear  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven,  with  all  authority  and  grandeur,  to  judge  the 
whole  world;  and  every  eye  (hall  fee  him  to  their  con- 
fufion,  or  their  joy. 

27  Then  aifo,  upon  his  appearing  to  deltroy  the 
Jewi/b  church  and  (late,  he  will  actually  fend  the  wi- 
miters  of  the  gofpel  to  execute  his  commilfion  in  ail  na¬ 
tions;  and,  by  means  of  their  miutliry,  will  effectually 
call  his  fiieep,  whom  he  muft  bring  into  his  fold,  from 
a  raong  the  Centiks  as  well  as  Jews-,  wherever  they  may 
be  fcattered  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  earth :  And 
upon  his  coining  to  judgment  at  the  la.lt  day,  he  will 
difpatch  the  holy  angels,  who  are  liisfervants,  to  make 
a  general  collection,  far  and  wide,  from  the  eaft  and 
welt,  and  north  and  fourh,  of  all  who  were  ordained  to 
eternal  life,  that  they  may  efcape  the  ever] ailing  deltruc- 
■  tion  which  will  befai  his  obllinate  enemies. 

2d,  29.  Now,  to  Hluftrate  what  I  have  been  faying 
in  a  familiar  manner,  obferve  the  following  fimilttude, 
taken  from  the  lig-trece*  with  its  application  :  Ye  know 
that  when  this  tree  begins  to  bud  and  open  its  leaves, 
the  fuonmer  is  coming  on :  In  like  manner,  whenever  ye 
Ural l  fee  the  prefacing  tokens  but  how  mentioned,  ye  may 
depend  upon  it  that  the  great  events  I  have  been  pointing 
to  will  certainly  have" a  very  fpeetly  accomplilhment. 

30'  As  to  what  refpeCts  the  deftruClton  of  Jeru/alem-, 
and  the  figns  that  are  to  precede  and  give  notice  of  it, 
libtemuly  allure  you,  that  they  fliall  all  be  fulfilled  in 
the  prefent  age,  before  the  whole  fet  of  people  fit  all  die 
who  are  now’Jiving  upon  earth. 

31  And,  as  to.  the  Infl  general  conflagration,  I  allure 
you,  that  an  entire  end  (hall  be  put  to  the  prefent  frame 
of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth,  which  Hull  be  melted 
into  confuGon  :  But  all  that  1  have  been  faying  Dial]  be 
irreverfible,  and  every  word  of  it  Hall  certainly  be  per¬ 
formed 
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jt  But  of  thrt 
day  »ul  fiut  hour 
ktHtvnh  iio  vnan; 
j»>  not  the  aiK 
£r!s  which  arc  in 
heaven  T  nckiitr 
the  Son,  but  the 
Father* 


*7  Tate  ye 
heed,  'vairh  and 
pray  :fc  rye  know 
notwhen  the  time 


74  Ft*  th f  Sen 
f/  wjuijau  man 
taking  i  far  jour¬ 
ney*  who  Lit  his 
hoiifc,  and  gave 
authority  to  hi* 
lWvantf,  and  to 
every  man  his 

wurK»  and  com* 
manded  the  por¬ 
ter  to  watch. 


5  5  Watch  ye 

therefore,  (tor ye 
know 
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formed  to  a  tittle. 

32  But  as  to  the  tiaft  time  t  in  which  the  Mefliah 
will  come  to  judge  the  world  and  diilolve  its  prefent 
frame,  it  will  not  be  in  this  prefent  age  ;  nor  indeed  is 
the  day  and  hour  which  are  appointed  far  it  known  to 
any  man  living,  nor  to  any  angel  in  heaven  \  no,  nor 
to  the  Mefliah  bimfclf,  in  his  human  nature,  or  hy  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  unftion,  as  any  part  of  the  myfteries  of  the 
divine  will  which  he  is  to  reveal ;  but  thjs  is  flill  a  fe- 
cret,  which  (Jot!  f  has  referred  in  his  own  mind. 

33  Since  therefore  this  time,  and  even  the  day  of  your 
own  death,  which  will  faring  every  one  of  you  to  judge¬ 
ment,  is  fo  uncertain,  that  none  knows  when  it  will 
overtake  him  *,  fee  that  ye  he  ready  for  it,  whenever  it 
may  come,  whether  fooner  or  later :  Be  con  Handy  watch¬ 
ful  over  your  own  hearts  and  ways,  and  be  earneit  in 
daily  prayer,  that  ye  may  find  mercy  of  the  Lard  in  that 
day .  {2  Tim.  i.  18.) 

-  34  For  the  Mefliah’s  appearing  in  thefe  awful  difpen- 

f at  ions,  aud  efpec  tally  at  the  final  judgment,  to  call  his 
fervanrs  to  an  account,  may  fitly  be  illnftrated  by  this 
fimilitude.  As,  when  a  great  man  is  taking  a  long 
journey  into  a  far  country,  he  commits  the  care  of  all 
his  affairs  to  his  fervants,  ordering  every  one  his  parti¬ 
cular  buli nets,  and,  among  the  reft,  charging  the  watch¬ 
men  to  give  fpecial  heed  that  none  break  open  the  houfe 
or  ftcal  his  goods,  and  that  he  be  ready  to  receive  his 
lord  whenever  he  fliall  return  :  So  the  Mefliah,  being 
■about  to  leave  this  world  and  go  to  the  Father,  appoints 
the  duties  and  fervices  that  are  to  be  performed  by  all 
the  fubjects  uf  his  kingdom,  according  to  their  different 
ftations r,  whcl  her  they  lie  niinifterg  or  private  Chriftians, 
charging  them  to  be  diligent  and  faithful,  watching  unto 
duty  with  all  pcrfevcrance,  .and  waiting  fur  his  appear¬ 
ing  again. 

35  Be  ye  therefore,  like  faithful  fervants,  very  cir- 
cumfpcft  aud  diligent  in  the  difeharge  of  tbe  trulls 

com- 


N  O 

'L  H»‘!*  wk*,  l\r.  ;‘*:.ns  10  11c  here 
oppolrd  to  T.T7_r*x  TCL'Jly..  ;/v/:  vfe, 

the  rtdblatioi:*  on  ihe  temp!,;  ciy  then 
before  their  cycf,  u-hich  wen*  to  J*  faltillcd 
in  lhar  generation,  (w  j*,)  *  and  ihry  arc 
r-ppofed  one  TO  the  other,  jpd  hi  the  fame 
manner,  Matt*  ixiv,  34,  vi-I.  Grot.) 

J  he  aiuuhcfis  bciutiful:  And  it  appear* 
more  natura)  to  tindcrftand  this  of  the  day 
of  judgment,  than  of  the  th-fcu&’on  nf  Jtr#- 
fiUn  f  became  Chr:il  had  fo  cxadlly  odcri- 
i»t<l  thv  uf  inaf  (ltflru&ion,  in  the  fore- 
yoh-g  verii^  js  to  hr  aeconipltfri?d  in  the 


T  E  S. 

then  prv&nt  age ;  but  the  day  of  judgment 
vis  a  fjr  more  did  aiu  thing,  and  tk  rime 
for  it  uru  utterly  unknown  to  any  hut  God* 
Scv  the  note*  00  Matt,  xxiv*  35.  »r*d  liki 
xxu  77* 

{  'Ilie  terms  Fitter  am!  So*  may  be  con- 
fukiedj  in  this  verlc,  as  utd  ucetmom iedty 
Tot  God,  aud  for  the  Mediator  the  Man 

II  'rhi?  ftcois  principally  to  rcfjirft  ml- 
wfertj  and  tilt  d  ty  of  judgment ;  t.ut  m-.iy 
hr  applied  ro.  private  period?,  ai  ;;; 

3;,  and  10  the  tunc  of  death* 


Cb.  xiu. 

know  not  when 
the  mtlW  of  the 
houfe  cometh ; 
at  mayoral  mid¬ 
night,  or  at  (be 
trck-emriog,  or 
in  Lhe  morning  i) 


.Left  coming 
fu{ldenlyt  be  find 
you  ik-trpmg. 


3T  And  what 
1  fry  unco  you, 
1  fay  unto  all. 

W«*h, 
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committal  to  you,  that  ye  may  be  always  ready  to  give 
up  your  accounts  with  joy,  whenever  your  I-ord  fhall 
come  to  demand  them,  at  death  ami  judgment :  For  none 
of  you  know  how  foon,  or  how  iuddenty,  it  may  be  ; 
whether  in  any  of  the  earlier,  or  of  the  middle,  or  of  the 
latter  parts  of  life,  any  more  than  the  fenrants  of  their 
abfent  lord  can  tell  whether  he  will  return  early  or  late, 
in  the  evening  or  in  the  morning,  or  at  midnight. 

36  Take  heed  that  ye  be  not  remib  and  carclefs;  left, 
while  yc  are  giving  way  to  (loth  ami  indolence,  your 
lord  fliould  come  on  a  fudden,  andfurprifeyou  unawares, 
to  your  terror  and  confufion* 

37  And.  what  I  herein  fay  unto  you  my  difeiples,  I 
fpcak  to  all  others,  as  a  matter  of  common  concern  to 
them  as  well  as  yourfclves ;  not  only  to  thole  who  are 
living  in  the  prefent  age,  hut  to  all  that  lhall  hear  my 
golpcl,  and  profels  to  be  my  difciplcs  in  future  genera¬ 
tions,  till  I  come  tbc  fccond  time  without  fin  to  ialva- 
uon  ;  My  charge  to  all  and  every  one  is,  Be  upon  your 
watch,  that  ye  may  he  always  in  expectation  of,  and  in 
a  (late  and  frame  ready  for,  death  and  judgment,  when¬ 
ever  the  awful  fummons  may  be  fem  to  you* 


R.R  COLLECTIONS* 

How  little  are  the  external  privileges  of  religion  to  be  depended  upon !  They 
are  To  far  from  being  a  feenrity  againft  the  vengeance  of  Goth  (bat,  if  they  xre  a- 
Uifrd,  they  aggravate  our  guilt  and  condemnation;  And  oh  how  often  do  defpi* 
fers  of  gofpel-grace  bring  the  foreft  tribulations  upon  themfclves  in  this  world* 
which  are  out  the  beginning  of  furrows*  and  will  he  followed  with  ftill  greater 
at  death  and  judgment  1  And  ttone  knows  how  foon  any,  or  all*  of  thefe  dreadful 
calamities  may  overtake  him  to  hfs  utter  deftm&iom  But  how  faithfully  has 
Chrift  forewarned  hts  dlfcipfca  of  their  feveral  dangers;  how  kindly  doth  he  ihew 
them  the  way  oF  efcapmg  them;  and  how  effe&uaily  fecure  his  own  deft  from 
falling  by  them !  Whatever  troubles  they  may  endure  for  bis  name's  foke  in  the 
way  ;  he  will  give  them  wifdom  and  counfel  how  to  behave  tbemfelves,  aiul  will 
fave  them  with  an  everfcftiug  Jalvation  at  lafh  But  watching  and  prayer  are 
the  appointed  means  of  hi*  accomplishing  bis  pracitma  defigns  toward  them,  and 
of  their  being  prepared  for  every  event;  and  all  that  either  urrcich  or  he.^r  'he 
jnrfpcl,  are  concerned  in  fntfe  duties,  as  ever  they  would  be  found  faithful*  and 
give  up  tbeir  accounts  with  joy  and  not  with  grief* 


CHAP*  XIV* 

The  confpiracy  <f  tie  chief  priejls  and  feribes  again  ft  Chrifi,  1,  2*  A 
vxmtan  Anoints  bit  bead  before  hit  deaths  3  ,—p*  Judatfscontraft  to 
betray  bini,  10,  II.  He  edit  the  pafover,  and injlitutcs  the  Lird* s 
/upper,  12,-15.  Forefelt  Pcter^J  denying  him,  26, — 31.  Ckrlji's 
agony  in  the  garden ,  32,— 41.  He  is  hit  rayed  and  apprehended, 
43, — 52*  Is  tried ,  condemned,  and  nintfid7  53, — 65*  Peter  denies 
him,  and  repents,  66, — 7  a* 
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Tsit, 


AFte*  two 
ihx  «  was  /At 
ftajt  e/  the  pafl* 
oTcTfc  and  of  un- 
itivcncrd  bread  : 


tuxl  Uie  chief 


prirfls,  and  the 
levies  t  fought 
h  ’n'  thiw  might 
ldi;!iim  hy  mfl, 
and  put  him  to 

dvitbt 


*  But  they  faid, 
Net  on  the  fcuft- 
Af*,  ivft  l  here  he 
ah  uproar  of  the 
people* 


3  And  being 
in  B«fMiw\in  (he 
hnulc  vi  Simon 
theJeper*  ashfiat 
at  meat  f  there 
fame  a  woman 
haring  an  aluba- 
Her  box  of  oint¬ 
ment  of  fpike* 
raid,  very  pre¬ 
cious  ;  and  the 
brake  the  bo k, 
and  poured  it  on 
hi*  head 

4  And  there 
ivere  ibtne  that 

had  ittdrgtution 
mithin ;  hem  (elves 
and  Aid,  Why 
vas  this  ««U< 
of  the  ointment 
made  r 

y  For  it  mipht 
have  bon  fold  for 
more  than  three 
hundred  pence, 
ftud  have  btcu  gi¬ 
ven  to  the  pour. 
And  they  mur¬ 
mured  a  tain  ft 
her, 

6  And  JWii® 
faid. 


Paraphrase. 


celebrated  with  unleavened  bread  :  And,  in  the  mean 
while,  the  chief  priefts  and  JeulJh  doctors,  with  other 
members  of  the  great  council,  having  rcfolved  upon  put¬ 
ting  Chrift  to  death,  confuted  together  to  apprehend 
him  by  ftratagem  rarher  than  force,  ■  that  their  deftgn 
might  not  be  defeated  by  an  oppofition  from  the  people, 
who  had  an  high  efteein  of  him.  (See  the  note  on  Mat. 
xjevi.  3.) 

2  But  fome  among  them  objected  again  ft  attempting 
it,  even  in  the  moft  private  and  artful  manner  that  could 
be  propofed,  at  fo  public  a  time  as  the  paflbver,  left  a* 
foon  as  the  great  multitude,  who  were  gathering  toge¬ 
ther  on  that  oqcafion,  fliould  fee  hint  in  their  bands, 
they  Ihould  male  a  riot,  and  rife  for  his  refeue ;  How¬ 
ever,  God  in  his  providence  fuffiered  the  opinion  of  o- 
thers  to  prevail  for  apprehending  him  without  delay,  the 
time  appointed  of  the  Father  being  then  come  for  Chrift 
our  Paflbver  to  be  facrificed  for  us. 

3  Now,  while  Jefus  was  at  Utthanjy  whither  he  came 
fix  days  before  the  paflbver,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat .  xxvi. 
6.)  as  he  fat  at  fupper  in  the  houfe  of  Sima  $,  who  was 
called  the  leper,  a  certain  woman  {Mary  the  After  of 
Lazarus )  came  behind  him,  and  opening  a  pot  of  rich 
and  fweet-fmelling  ointment  made  of  fpikenard,  (he 
poured  it,  foinc  upon  bis  head,  and  fome  upon  his  feet, 
{John  xii.,  3.)  in  token  of  her  great  affe£lion  to  him,  and 
of  her  faith  in  him  as  God’s  Anointed. 

4,  5.  Hereupon  fome  of  the  difciples  fo  far  followed 
Judas's  example,  {Jihn  xii.  4,  5.)  as  to  be  very  uneafy 
in  their  own  minds,  faying,  in  private  talk  one  with  a- 
nother,  What  a  needlefs  wafle  is  this  of  lb  much  coftly 
ointment,  which  our  Lord  would  never  delire  to  be  fo 
profufely  fpent  upon  himfelf,  and  might  have  been  dif- 
pofed  of  in  a  much  more  ufcful  manner  ?  For,  had  it 
been  fold,  it  would  have  fetched  a  great  font  Of  money  f> 
which  might  have  been  given  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
And  they  chid  her. 

6  But  (■*>)  Jefus,  knowing  all  the  fecret  mntmurings 
of  their  hearts,  and  private  whifperings  among  them* 
felvcs  under  a  pretence  of  charity,  exprefled  his  difplca- 

fure 


NOTES. 


t  t  It  is  uncertain  vheihcr  he  wm  fly  led  f  Three  hm»dnrri  rente  amounted  to  a- 
f’r  b  t  rr  on  accentin'  of  Ms  having  driceml-  bove  iur>e  puu;u!s  fterjing,  reckoning  die 
eU  from  a  leprous  family*  or  b-etn  Mflcklf  penny  a?  ftvs.ii -pence  h*lf-pwiiy  vi 

foi  mci iy  tcproitf  and  Jh.iJctL  liy  Jcfnt^  Sec  omL  mui#ey, 
ll.c  nolc  oti  Lilith  txvi, 


Ch.  xiv. 

£iid,  Let  her  ir 
lonc  ;  why  trou¬ 
ble  yt  her  l  (he 
huh  wrought  a 
guod  work  oxime. 


7  For  ye  hire 
the  p4>or  '  with 
yr*u  alwnyst  sod 
vhinibeivr  ye 
will  ye  f&aj  do 
them  good;  tmi 
me  ye  hive  not 
always. 


B  She  hath 
done  what  fl>e 
nuld:  fhthtome 
a  lorthitid  to  t* 
noiiit  iby  body  to 
the  boryiiig. 


9  Verify  I  firy 
onto  yon,  Where- 
tiievir  thU  gofjxi 
/ball  be  preached 
throughout  the 
whole  world,  thi i 
?lfo  that  £ttt  hath 
rlockc  (ha))  be  fpo- 
kt  n  of,  tor  a  me¬ 
morial  of  her, 
tc  And  jmlu 
lltariot^  one  of 
the  twelve,  went 
onto  the .  chief 
pricfU,  to  Itetray 
him  unto  them. 


ti  And  when 
they  hard  if,  they 
were  glad,  and 
pTafnrfctf'to  girc 
him  money.  And 
he  fought  how  he 
might  conveni¬ 
ently  betray  him. 


ri  Add  the 
fir  ft  day  of  un¬ 
leavened  bread  , 
when  they  kilted 
the 
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fure  againlfc  them,  and  his  approbation  of  her,  faying. 
Why  do  ye  want  to  check  and  difturh  this  good  woman 
in  the  refpeci  (he  is  iliewing  to  me?  (t  is  a  commen¬ 
dable  initance  of  honour,  duty,  faith,  and  love,  which 
I  take  very  kindly  at  her  hands. 

7  For  as  to  the  poor,  who  ye  pretend  might  have 
been  better  relieved  by  this  expencc,  they  arc,  and  ever 
will  be,  in  ^he  world,  as  (landing  objects  of  your  cha¬ 
rity,  and  ye  may  have  opportunities  of  fupplying  their 
wants  as  often  as  ye  pleale:  But  I  ihull  foon  be  taken 
from  yon,  and  none  of  you  ought  to  think  much  of  the 
charge  which  this  friendly  woman  has  been  at  in  pay** 
iug  fo  fignal  a  teRiimmy  of  her  refpe£t  to  me* 

8  She  }ia$  herein  done  me  the  molt  fcafonahle  honour 
(he  was  capable  of  (hewing  in  my  prefent  circumftances, 
who  (hall  fhordy  be  (lain  and  buried';  and  therefore  in 
^reality  (he  has  only  anticipated  an  anoinlng  of  my  body 

for  the  burial  a  little  before  my  death,  providence  fo  or- 
dering  it  becaufe  (he  will  have  no  opportunity  for  it  af¬ 
terwards. 

9  I  affiiredfy  tell  you,  This  is  fo  remarkable  an  in- 
dance  of  her  faith  and  love,  that,  wherever  the  doctrine 
of  thy  fnfferings  and  refurreftion  (hall  be  preached,  this 
pious  ad  of  her*s  (ball  be  divulged,  for  her  honour,  and 
for  the  encouragement  of  them  that  believe  in  me. 

10  Judas  lfcariott  who  was  one  of  the  twelve  apoftlca 
and  the  chief  maleconttm,  was  fo  far  from  being  paci¬ 
fied  by  this  anfwer,  chat  he  was  filled  with  the  greater 
vexation  at  it;  and,  under  the  power  of  covctoufnels, 
anger,  and  revenge,  which  Satan  flirred  up  in  bis  heart, 
(Luke  xxii.  3.}  he  (bon  afterwards  went  to  [the  fanhe- 
drim,  while  they  were  confuhmg  about  methods  of  ap¬ 
prehending  Jefus,  and  made  propofals  of  delivering  him 
privately  into  their  hands. 

it  This  was  a  very  welcome  furprife  to  their  mali¬ 
cious  minds;  they  were  overjoyed  to  hear  of  fuch  a  mo¬ 
tion  from  one  of  Chrid’s  own  apotties  and  intimates  y 
and  immediately  agreed  to  give  him  thirty  fhekels  of 
filver,  the  price  of  a  (lave,  as  a  reward  for  that  fervice- 
{Mai,  sxvi.  15.  fee  the  note  there.)  And  from  that  time 
forward  he  watched  for  the  moft  convenient  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  performing  bis  wicked  bargain,  by  treachcroufly 
putting  his  Lord  into  the  power  of  his  cruel  and  im¬ 
placable  enemies,  as  the  feribts  and  Pkarifocs  were 
known  to  be* 

12  Now  on  the  firft  day  on  which  the  Jews  began  to 
eat  unleavened  bread,  and  were  obliged  by  the  law  to 
till  the  pafchal  lamb,  it  being  the  day  before  that  on 

which 


the  pafllwr,  his 
(Uitfpltf  frit! 
him,  Where  will 
tium  that  we  go 
a»()  prepare,  that 
thuu  mjydl  eat 

the  pjiifjv'tr  ? 

r  5  And  licfriul- 
erb  forth  two  of 
his  ‘lUwplts,  and 
frith  unto  them, 
ISoyc  into  thet-i- 
tv*  and  there  ll^il 
meet  yon  a  man 
I- eirin  g  'a  piichtr 
of  wiier:  fullow 
him. 

And  where¬ 
soever  he  frail  go 
in,  fry  ye  Ut  the 
good- nun  of  the 
home,  The  Ma- 
fhr  Irtiih,  Where 
isthe^Htil -ci*  3  tu¬ 
ber,  inhere  T  Jlv^l 
e.it  the  psitivcr 
with  my  dilci* 
pl«  ? 

ij  And  he  will 
/hew  you  u  large 
upper  mom  fur- 
n idled  and  prepa¬ 
red  :  there  make 
ready  for  us. 

\4  Andhisdif- 
ripi«j  went  forth t 
and  came  into  the 
riiyt  and  found  as 
he  had  iM  unto 
I  hem  ;  and  they 
made  ready  the 
pullover. 

17  Amt  in  the 
evening  he  co  - 
meth  frith  the 
twcLvc* 


iS  And  as  they 
fat  and  did  Cat, 
Jt:im  fr;J,  VVriiy 
I  fry  unto  yon* 
One  of  you  which 
cateth  with  me 
(hall  Wray  me. 


ip  And 


cbev 

be- 
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which  they  eat  the  paflbver,  Chrift’s  dilciplcs,  knowing 
how  exa<3  he  was  in  obferYing  all  ordinances  of  divine 
appointment*  defired  him  to  tell  them  at  what  houfe  he 
would  have  them  make  the  necefiary  provifiona  for  their 
eating  it,  none  of  them  having  any  houfe  of  their  own 
at  Jentfalem.  (See  the  note  on  Mat.  xivi.  17.) 

13  Upon  which  he  ordered  two  of  his  apoltles,  t»iz. 
Peter  and  Jchi,  (Luke  xxn.  8.)  to  go  to  JerufaLm 
and  that  he  might  give  a  fpecimen  of  his  infallible 
knowledge  and  influence  upon  the  minds  of  men,  he  di¬ 
rected  them,  faying,  At  your  entrance  into  the  city,  ye 
lluiil  meet  with  a  man  in  the  flreet,  carrying  a  pitcher 
of  water;  obferve  where  he  goes,  and  follow  him.  (Sec 
the  note  on  Mat ,  xxvi,  18.) . 

1 4  And  wbadoever  houfe  he  fliall  enter  into,  go  ye 
after  him  ;  and  applying  to  the  good  .houfeholder,  tell 
him  that  your  Lord  and  Mailer  Tent  you  to  alk,  Wh.it 
room  have  you  to  fparc,  that  is  ready  fumiihed  for 
guefts,  where  I  and  my  difciplcs  may  celebrate  the  paf- 
fover  together? 

15  And  immediately,  upon  your  putting  this  que- 
ftion  to  Mm  in  my  name,  his  heart  will  be  inclined  to 
give  you  a  friendly  reception,  and  to  lead  you  into  a 
large  chamher  well  fitted  for  my  purpofe;  there  get  e- 
very  thing  ready  for  me  and  you  and  the  reft  of  my  a- 
potties,  to  eat  the  pafchal  lamb. 

16  Accordingly  thofe  two  difciples  went,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  -order,  into  the  city,  .without  deputing  or 
doubting  the  fnccefs ;  and,  finding  that  every  thing  nc- 
a£Uy  amwered  what  he  had  foretold  them,  they  did  all 
that  was  requilite,  in  a  way  of  preparation,  for  eating 
the  pafTover. 

17  And  after  fun-fet,  the  time  appointed  in  the  law 
for  eating  the  pafchal  lamb  being  then  come,  our  Lord 
went  into  an  upper  room,  with  his  twelve  apottles,  to 
celebrate  the  pattover  there.  (Sec  the  note  on  Mat . 
xx vi.  20.) 

[8  And  whilft,  according  to  the  JewiJb  cuftom, 
they  were  fitting  at  table  and  feeding  together,  jefus, 
who  perfectly  knew  the  fecret  treachery  of  Judas's  heart, 
add  retted  himfelf,  in  an  alarming  manner,  to  the  a* 
poftles  without  diflin£tion,  faying,  I  atturedly  tell  you, 
that,  tho’  now  wc  fit  like  friends  together,  one  of  this 
very  company,  who  is  eating  the  pattover  with  me,  will 
nroft  perfidioufly  hetray  me  into  the  hands  of  my  bar¬ 
barous  enemies.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  xxii.  21.) 

19  At  the  hearing  of  this,  they  all,  except  Judas . 
who  alone  could  be  confcious  of  any  evil  defign  asainlfc 
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tegao  u>  be  Aw-  Chrift,  were  furprifed  and  grieved  at  heart  j  and  eadl 
unw  him  oos  iiy  °f  them  one  after  another,  inftead  of  fufpe&ing  his  bro- 
tine,  [« it  i  ?  uid  thei,  cried  out  with  great  concern  and  godly  jealoufy 
snothcr^ud,  k  it  over  bimfdf,  Lord,  is  it  I  whom  thou  pointeft  at  as  the 
wicked  traitor  that  will  dare  to  commit  fo  black,  fo  un¬ 
grateful  and  (hocking  a  crime?  I  dread  the  thought  of 
ever  doing  any  thing  Hite  it:  O  let  me' never  be  guilty 
of  fuch  villany,  nor  He  under  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  it, 
r  10  li  20  ®ut  (*}  our  Lord  replied,  1  lhall  at  prefent  only 

natodKia,  nu  te^  you»  that  one  my  twelve  apoflies,  whole  hand  is 
one  of  the  twelve,  now  dipping  fin  the  lame  dilh  with  mine,  is  the  man 
;«*£***  who  will  certainly  act  this  treacherous  part  againft 

mCi 


at  The  Son  of  21  i)  who  am  the  true  Mefliah,  nauft  indeed  go  as 

mao  indeed  gocih  a  lamb  to  the  {laughter,  according  to  ancient  prophecy 
Mm  ^  trf  concCT[12ng  me  ’  But  tho*  the  inftruments  of  my  death 
^  will  be  therein  over-ruled,  by  infinite  wifdorn,  to  fub- 
whom  the  sou  Terve  the  molt  important  defigos  of  God's  glory*  in  the 
«d  rcood  ^hue  re<J  empt*on  Ifr&*h  yet  that  is  no  esc  ufe  for  their  wilful 
»  JSS  and  premeditated  wickednets,  who  mean  nothing  but 
he  h«d  never  been  evil  againft  me  j  and  therefore  dreadful  will  be  the  con- 
***“-  dition  of  that  bale  and  unworthy  creature,  who,  Under 

a  profeflion  of  friendfliip,  lhall  deliver  me  into  their 
hands:  It  would. have  been  better  for  him  never  to  have 


been  bom,  than  live  to  contrail  fuch  horrid  guilt,  and 
bring'  upon  htmfelf  the  heavy  vengeance  that  will  be 
righteoufly  executed  upon  him  for  it, 

_ti  Afldutber  22  And  at  the  clofe  of  the  pafchal  fupper,  which, 
breaT'and'S*?  *n  2CS  typical  view,  was  fulfilled  at  the  death  of  Chrift, 
fed,  wd  brake  u,  he,  to  inftitute  another  commemorative  ordinance  in  its 
andgavetotUnn!  Head,  took  bread,  and,  when  he  had  fet  it  apart  for  the 
ot-tS*’’  defigped  pnrpofe  by  (blemn  thankfgiving  and  prayer,  he 
dy."  umy  broke  it  into  feveral  pieces,  and  diftributed  it  among 
the  difciples,  laying.  Take,  and  eat  it  f ;  this  is  what  I 
appoint  to  6e  benct  forward  done,  in  perpetual  remem¬ 
brance  of  my  body's  being  broken  for  your  redemption 
from  Gn  afld  wrath,  as  the  paflbver  has  hitherto  been  of 
lfraeFs  deliverance  from  Egyptian  miferies  and  bon¬ 
dage. 

Vol.  I.  i  Y  la  In 

K  o  t  e  s. 


f  It  is  probable  that  at  tMf'wy  inftnat 
our  Lord  And  inch  tome  othir  of  the 
difcipJc*,  wm  dipping  the  Utter  hobij'tbat 
were  to  be  eaten  vtithtoe  pafchal  lamb,  in  I 
vcllc!  of  vioe^dTj  or  other  fiuce  dsen  in  oftp 
vrl.kh  flood  on  the  table  for  thrt  porpbfir, 
that  ib  they  might  make  a  nearer  goei*  whom 
be  meant,  $ce  tl>e  next  on  van,  11. 

|  At  Cfarifl  ordered  thrm  to  take,  and  e^t, 
jdJ  drink,  iinmetibtdy  after  a  full  med  tip- 
on  ibt:  be  ^ideally  J  iLii 


xnftfrotioa,  not  for  bodily  rrfrcfbment,  but 
only  for  fpiritiul  purposes ;  vhldt  were  iuf- 
fidcfltly  anfwered  by  eating  and  drinkjn* 
ever  fo  finall  a  q  nan  til  y,  with  an  rartiLe  of 
fbch  applying  gram  were  dirttfed  to  by 
tbore  aOioos  in  their  reft rente  to  the  mo 
tporal*  of  a  crucified  Saviour.  Set  t  he  i*ui<  § 
on  I**r  xviL  rp.  And  tUU  iu.tur*|ly  It.Ji 
on*  to  diiok,that  alsr^e  quantity  of  water  if 
no  more  nereiBvy  10  b;:p!iim,  than  a  foil 
mculcl'  1x2 J  u  lot  L  it  ih*  Bo: J1*  fcji jkj* 


3*8 

m  And  betook 
fh“  p  :tikl  when 
be'  had  given 
flunks,  he  cure  ii 
to  them:  ana  they 
ill  di-xofc  of  iti 


H  And  btftiJ 
bnto  them,  ThU 
is  my  Mood  df 
•ho  iic^-  telh  * 
ttient,  which  is 
filed  for  rauif* 


i j  Verily  1  fiy 
tonio  you,  1  will 
drink  »o  more  of 
the  fnik  pf  *  the 
Tine,  DO  III  that 
day  thtf  1  tirinfe 
knew  lathe  kibg- 
40in  of  Ood, 


AnJ  wb«i 
they  had  fuog  an 
hymn,  they  went 
out  into,  the 
mount  of  OHy«* 


17  And  Jefus 
faith  unto  them, 
AU  ye  (hall  be  of¬ 
fended  bcoaufeof 
me  this  night  : 
for  it  it  written, 
f  will  finite  the 
Jhephrrd*  and  the 
ftacpjhallbefcit- 

Utod, 
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23  In  like  manner,  taking  a  cup  of  wine  into  his 
hand,  he  folemnly  appropriated  it  to  the  fame  religious 
uie,  by  another  addrefs  to  God-;  upon  which  he  gave  it 
to  be  handed  round,  ordering  them.  all.  to.driqk :  -And 
every  one  of  them  drank  of  the  wine,  as  they  had  before 
eat  of  the  bread.  (See- the  notes  on  Luke  xxii.  20.) 

24  And,  together  with  his  delivering  the  cup,  he 
faid  to  them.  This  is  what  I  appoint  to  be  a  perpetual 
fign  and  memorial  of  my  blood,  as  fhed  for  eftabHfhiiig 
the  new  covenant,  that  all  its  gracious  promises  may 
be  everlaftingly  ratified  and  Cure,  amt  far  purchafingall 
its  bleifings,  that  as  many  as  Aiall  believe  in  me.  may 
receive  remifiion  of  fins.  *  {Mat-  xxvi.  28.  fee  the  note 
there.) 

2£  I  afTuredly  tell  you,  that  after  this  time  I  will  no 
more  drink  of  the  patio  ver- cup,  nor  have  that,  coniine* 
mor alive  and  typical  ordinance  continue  ip  my  church 
a  ay  longer  than  till  it  be  fu  perfected  and  fulfilled  {Luke 
nii.  f6.}  by  the  great  falvation  which  I  (hall  bring  into 
the  gofpel -kingdom  upon  my  reforreckion  from  the  dead, 
and  which  is  to  be  afterwards  commemorated  by  a  new 
tife  of  wine  in  the  (upper  I  have -now  inftituted :  Nor 
Will  I  fo  familiarly  commune  with  yon  again,  as  I  now 
do  in  this  New-Teftament  ordinance,  till  we  (hall  have 
the  mod  intimate- fellowlhip  together  in  the  more  ex¬ 
cellent  entertainments  of  the  heavenly  ftate,  which,  for 
their  faperior  and  always  frefh  delight,  may,  in  the 
language  of  a  feflival,  be  called  new  wine.  (See  the 
note  on  Mat .  xxvi.  29.)  - 

26  And,  at  the  conduGon  of  the  Lord’s  fnpper,  Jefus 
and  his  dilciples  fung  a  proper  pfalm  of  fong  of  praife 
together,  as  bad  been  culfa>mary  at  the  clofe  of  the  pafc- 
over ;  and  then  be  fet  out  for  the  mount  of  Olives, 
chufing  to  retire  thither,  that  be  might  prevent  a  riot  in 
Jerufalem  op  account  of  his  being  apprehended  by  his 
enemies,  the  time  of  which  he  knew  was  then  at  band. 

27  ’While  Jefus  and  his  difeiptes  were  travelling  to¬ 
ward  that  mountain,  before  they  got  to  Getbftmane , 
(vcr.  32.)  he  faid  onto  them,  Every  one  of  you  will  this 
very  night  be  in  a  dreadful  cdnilernation,  and  fo  exceed¬ 
ingly  difeouraged  as  to  run  away  from  me,  and  to  be 
in  groat  doubt  about  my  being  the  Meffiah  by  reafon  of 
■the  feizure  that  will  he  made  upon  me  :  For  the  time  is 
now  come,  when  I  mufl.  fall  a  facrifice  to  divine  juftice 
with  regard  to  which  God  has  faid,  (Zech.  xiii.  7.)  A- 
wake,  Ofword,  agaiti/l  my  Shepherd ,  againft  the  man 
who  it  my  fellow  :  Smite  the  Shepherd,  and  the  Jheep  jhatt 
be  ft ottered . 


28  Bur, 


Ch,  xiv. 

ifl  Bat  after 
that  loci  rifen,  I 
wilt  go  before  you 
into  Uilitat* 


ftp  But  Peter 
faid  unto  hinv. 
Although  allllull 
be  offended,  yet 

TFlti  D(K  I* 
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38  But,  that  ye  may' not  utterly  defpair,  I  now  tell 
you  beforehand,  1  {hall  rife  from  the  dead  for  your  ju- 
ftifi  cation,  (Rem.  iv.  ay.)}  and,  foon  after  that,  ye  Qiall 
fee  me  to  your  great  joy  in  Galilee,  where  I  have  often 
converfed  with  you,  and  whither  I  will  go  to  gather  you 
all  together  again. 

39  Hereupon  Peter,  being  too  felf-  confident,  replied 
with  earaeftnefs  and  refentment,  as  if  he  were  afliamed 
to  be  fufpedled  of  oooNefii  or  cowardice.  Lord,  though 
every  one  of  thy  difciples  ihould  be  Humbled  at  what 
may  befal  thee,  and  like  Judas,  who  has  already  left 
ua  f,  (hould  forfafce  thee  ;  yet  I  am  refolved,  at  all  e- 
vents,  never  to  think  amiu  of  thee,  or  to  run  away 
from  thee. 


jo  And  Tefer  30  Then  Jefus  faid  to  him,  Alas,  Peter!  qotwith- 
Verily  Miy  unro  Handing  all  this  vain  boaft,  1  affbrediy.mil  you,  that  this 
thee ,  that  this  very  day  %  which  we  are  juft  now  entered  upon,  even  fo 
df>>  “  n!1  e"ly  «•  before  the  focond  cock-crowing  in  the  morning, 
«nck  you  w'^  fhamefully  thrice  deny  that  you  ever  fo  much 

that!  ibtlt  deny  as  knew  QIC. 

m*  i^Botiwf  te  31  ®*ut  P*ter\  inftcad  of  being  more  humble  and 
the  *  more  whe*  reodeft  itt this  rebuke,  grew  more  warm  and  peremptory, 
iDcnttir.influald  protecting,  with  an  uncommon  affurance.  No,  fo  far 
wUlaot*jf^t5M  *  he  foooi  doing  any  thing  like  this,  that  come  life, 
1*7.1117  wife'.' Lite*  come  death,  come  what  will,  I  am  refolved  no  terrors 
vt&  abb  Aid  they  (hall  ever  prevail  upon  me  to  difown  thee  :  And  the 
reft  of  foe  difciples  bearing  Peter  talk  fo  bravely  as  they 
thought,  and  being  afliamed  to  be  lilent,  declared  that 
their  refolution  was  foe  fame  with  his. 


ji  And  they  33  By  this  time  they  arrived  at  Gethfemam which 
cue*  to  ■  pli«  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  mount  of  Olives ;  where,  leaving 
Orthfom^wT»nd  ®ght  of  the  difciplesthat  were  then  with  him,  he  order - 
be  Mb  wbAdlf-  eti  them  to  tarty  there  till  his  return,  wbilft  he  ftiould 
ci?!f**®‘yfhere*  retire  a  little  further  for  prayer-in  an  adjacent  garden. 

"  JJ  Andfcul  33  Then  taking  only  Peter,  James,  and  John,  with 
feota  with  bin  him,  who  bad  been  eye-witneffes  of  his  glorious  tranf* 
Pewr.ind/wiM,  figuration,  that  they  might  likewife  be  lb  of  bis  terrible 
UnSrtefci  fr  agonies  1  he,  as  they  were  going  along,  began  to  fall 
mo«d,  and  to  be  into  an  amazing,  tho*  fmlefs  horror,  and  to  be  heavily 
yar  b#JFif »  oppreffed  in  his  fpirit,  by  reafon  of  the  terrors  of  God 
which  fee  tfaemfelves  in  array  againft  him. 

34  An4  'fiith  34  And,  that  the  three  difciples  might  take  the  more 
as*  T  2  ‘  no* 


NOTES: 

f  lx  feens  that  by  thii  (idk  Jafcs  had  gan  with  the  cvenm£*  according  to  th«  AI o- 
flipped  avby  from  the  dilHpici,  to  anfacr  jhU  com  petal  km,  which  called  the  evening 
his  rile  corn  rift  with  the  fdDhedtlm  ;  and  and  the  morning  the  firA  dif,  £rc.  Cfw.  u 
Pettr  imfling  him,  viucud,  that  though  all  J,  j  and  to  that  willed,  after  fan-fa,  w as 
hi*  ftlJow-apuflle*  fhould  follow  Judas* 1  CK*  Galled  this  rig bft  might  abb  be  called  thi$ 
impje,  he  would  lUnd  hy  his  Lord,  dtrj*  S  cc  like*  ite  :hc  notti  oa  Malt*  xivi* 

}  The  Jc  \vi}  in  reckoning  U,c:r  diys}  be-  34*  3Bd  «ii.  34* 


3  4° 

%w(o  dura,  My 
$«nl  i*  exceeding 
unto 

death  ;  [any  jic 
Here,  and  watch* 


3f  Andhep’tnt 
forward  *  little, 
ft ti:l  fell  on  the 
ground,  anJprajr- 
ftl,  That,  if  it 
were  podToif,  the 
hour  might  pais 
from  him* 

36  And  he  fad, 
Abba,  Father,  all 
thing*  OTpuflibte 
iwtfo  thee;  take 
away  this ’  nip 
from  rae  :  nncr- 
iheleft;  nor  wiittt 
1  will,  but  what 
thou  wiU* 


37  Aftd.he  co- 
meih  t  and  fmd- 
cth  them  (Weping, 
and  iuiLh  onto 
Pew  (  $lmon  , 
JleeptlF  chon  ? 
muldcd  thou  not 
witch  ooc  hoar  t 


Watch  ye 
and  pray,  left  ye 
enter  into  temp¬ 
tation.  The  fpim. 
truly  is  ready,  bur 
the  fk'lh  is  weak. 


30  And  again 
hewi;iits^viy,and 
.P«y- 
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notice  of  it,  he  £ud  to  them,  My  foul  is  (Tfpi»w*f )  fur- 
rounded  and  prefled  on  every  fide  with  unutterable  for- 
rows ;  the  diftrcls  of  my  fpirit  is  like  the  agonies  of 
death,  and  will  certainly  iffue  in  it ;  Stay  ye  here,  and 
watch  with  me  and  for  yourfelves  in  this  hour' of  great 
temptation,  whilft  1  go  a  little  further. 

3$  Then  he  removed  to  a  final!  diftancc  from  them*; 
arid  falling  humbly  proftrate  on  the  ground,  in  the  a- 
gony  of  his  fpirit-  prayed  with  great  eameflnefs,  That 
tf  it  might  be  confiftrotwicb  bis  Father’s  will,  and  with 
the  great  deligns  of  bis  glory  and  the  falvation  of  his 
people,  .the  terrible  fuffermgs'and  death  which  lay-  before 
him  might  be  waved,  laying, 

36  O  my  heavenly  Father,  tbou  art  able  to  do  whatso¬ 

ever  thou  knowefl  is  fit  to  be  done :  If  therefore  it  feems 
meet  to  thine  infinite  wifdom  to  take  any  other  way  of 
glorifying  thyfelf  in  the  falvation  of  the  church,  with¬ 
out  my  undergoing  the  dreadful  fufferings  and  death 
which  I  now  begin  to  feel  in  all  their  terrbiv,  my 
human  nature  cannot  but  wiih  to  efcape  them  ;  never - 
thelefs,  I  freely  and  abfoiutely  fuboiit  all  its  natural  re- 
luftances  to  thy  holy  determination,  which,  confider- 
ing  -it  as  tby  will,  it  is  my  gteateft  pleafure  10  comply 
with.  - 

37  Then  returning  to  the  three  difciples,  and  find¬ 
ing  them  all  dropped  afteep,  it  being  late  in  the  night, 
and  their  fpirits  being,  overwhelmed  and  (lupified 
with  farrow,  (Luie  xxii.  45.)  he  gently  reproved  them, 
and  particularly  Pefe/-,- faying;  What,  Simon,  are  you 
afleep,  who  but  juft  now  talked  at  fo  high  a  rate 
of  laying-  down  your  life  for  me,  rather  than  not 
Hand  by  me  f  Is  this  your  kindnefs  to  your  friend  ? 
Is  all  your  zeal  and  refolution  fo  foon  come  to  this  ? 
Could  you  not  keep  awake  for  one  hour  only,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  my  command,  and  to  fee  what  would  be¬ 
come  of  me  while  you  .knew  what  an  agony  I  was  in  ! 
(w-34-)' 

38  This  is  a  time  for  every  one  of  you  to  be  watch¬ 
ing  and  praying,  that  ye.  may  not  be  overcome  by  the 
trying  providences  and  dangers  which  now  lie  before 
yo.u.:  i  know  indeed  that  your  hearts  are  ftncerely  defi- 
rous  to  (hew  your  love  and  duty  to  me  t  but,  alas!  your 
natural  and  linful  infirmities  difable  you  from  doing  what 
ye  would,  unlefs  fpecial  ftrength  be  given  from  above, 
which  ye  therefore  ftiould  be  cardefUy  praying  for,  and 
watching  to  improve. 

4  39  ^ur  Lord  having  thus  cautioned  and  counfellcd 
bis  difciplca,  retired  a  fecond  time,  repeating  bis  hum¬ 
ble 


Ch.  xiv. 

prayed,  ted  fpJre 
tb*  fame  woidi. 


40  And  whea 
be  returned,  he 
limod  then)  allcop 
again,  (for  their 
eyes  were  heavy ;) 
iieiilicr  urjll  they 
what  to  antaer 
him. 

4t  And  he  co- 
meth  the  third 
time,  aud  faith 
utUo  ifteni,  Sleep 
on  now,  and  take 
your  reft  ;  U  u 
enough,  the  hour 
is  come;  behold, 
the  Soo  of  man 
is  betrayed  imo 
the  hand*  of  fin* 
pert. 


41  Rife  up,  kt 
D£gi>{  k>,  he  that 
betnyeth  me  is  at 
hand. 


43  Ami  im  - 
mediately,  while 
be  yet  fpbke,  co- 
meth  Judas  one 
of  the  twelve,  and 
with  him  a  great 
multitude  with 
ivurdsaodftara, 
from  the  chief 
p  Hefts,  and  the 
jeribes,  wd  the"' 
elders. 

44  And  he  that 
be  tray  cd  h  im,h&d 
given  them  a 
(okra  ,  faying , 
WJomfimrer  I 

jhJi  kifi  ,  that 

ijmeis  he;  take 
him,  and  lead 

him  away  Tardy. 

4 j  And  as  (bon 
he  was  come  t 
he  gotih  ftraight- 
wav  to  him,  and 
filth  t  Mailer  , 
mafter;  and  Sift¬ 
ed  him. 

a6  And  they 
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ble  addrefa  in  words  of  the  fame  purport,  with  like 
fervour,  and  entire  rdignarion  to  his  Father's  will,  as 
before- 

40  And  upon  coming  foon  after  to  the  difeiplea  again, 
he  found  them  all  as  (aft  aficepas  at  firft;  for  they  were 
exceeding  drowfy  :  And  he  renewing  hU  rebuke,  they, 
like  perlbns  between  fleep  and  awake,,  could  hardly  tell 
what  he  faid  to  them*  much  Ids  what  excufe  to  make 
for  themfelves,  . 

41  He  once  more  left  them  a  little  while,  to  pour  but 
his  heart  in  prayer  after  the  fame  manner;  and  when 
he  returned  the  third  time,  and  found  them  (till  afleep, 
he  laid,  My  previous  conflict  is  now  over;  and  ye  may 
fleep  on,  if  ye  will,  for  me,  who  have  no  further  occa- 
fion  for  your  wacchijigs :  I  have  given  you  Sufficient 
warnings  of  your  .danger,  and  .  there  is  now  no  time 
for  any  more  t  For.  the  great  fufferings  I  forctftld  are 
juft  at  hand ;  and  ye  ffiall  immediately  fee  the  Meffialt 
treacherously  delivered  into  the  power  of  wicked  men, 
of  GsntiUs  as  well  as  Jewsp  who  are  coming  to  take  a* 
way  my- life* 

42  Get  up,  let  us  go  and  meet  the  approaching  ene¬ 
my,  from  whom  I  muft  no  longer  think  to  make  my  o 
(cape;  behold,. the  perfidious  wretch,  who  marches  before 

.  them  to  lhew  them  their  way,  and  to  give  them  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  apprehending  me,  is  this  moment  coming 
up  to  me* 

43  And  the  words  were  Scarcely  out  of  his  mouth, 
before  Judas%  one  of  the  twelve  apoftles,  appeared  as 
the  leader  of  a  great  number  of  officers  and  fbldicrs,  who 
were  armed  with  fwords  and  other  weapons,  and  came 
by  order  of  the  fanhedrim  to  apprehend  him,  and  to 
bring  him  before  them* 

44  Now.  it  being  night,  and  the  company  being 
Grangers  to  Jefus,  .Judas  had  told  them  before-hand 
bow  they  might  certainly  diftingujfh  him  from  any  other 
that  Ihould  be  with  him*  faying,  Obfcrve  the  pcrlbn 
whom  I  (hall  advance  to  and  Calute  with  a  tifs  ;  he  is 
the  man  whom  ye  are  to  apprehend ;  feize  him  without 
fear  of  being  miftaken,  and  take  care  that  he  by  no 
means  make  his  efcape* 

4;  Accordingly,  as  loot)  as  Judas  had  brought  them 
to  the  place  where  CHrift  was  with  fome  of  his  difciples, 
lie  made  up  dire£Uy  to  him,  and  add r effing  him  with  an 
air  of  uliial  friendihip  and  refpeft,  under  the  ftyleof 
Mailer,  he  diluted  him  with  a  kifs*  (See  the  note  on  ATat* 
xxvi*  49*) 

46  Hereupon  the  officers  executed  their  commlffion 

Y  3  from 


n 

their  hand* 
on  him,  aod  u*>k 
him. 
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from  the  council,  in  feizittg  upon  him  and  binding 
him,  { John  xri.  12.)  ;  and  his  time  being  then  fully 
come,  he  made  no  attempts  to  refcue  liimfelf  out  of 
their  hands.- 


47  Aadooeof 
them  that  Hood 
by,  dre'v  a  fword, 
*nd  fnuitt  a  Ck r- 
nu  of  the  high 
pHcft,  and  cut  off 
ii»  ur* 


43  And  Tefhs 
anfreved  and  laid 
unto  them,  Are 
ye  comt  out  u 
agaiaft  a  thief, 
with  fvords  and 
Wf&  ftavwtoukc 
me! 


47  However,  one  of  the  difciples  that  were  with 
him,  Peter  by  name,  a  rafli  hot-headed  man,  having 
a  fword,  (Luke  iiii.  38.)  immediately  drew  it,  in 
the  midft  of  furprile,  rage,  and  zeal;  and,  ftriking 
at  the  head  ''of  one  of  the  high  prieft's  fervants, 
wounded  him  fo  far  as  to  cflt  off  bis  tight  ear.  (John 
aviii.  10.) 

48  Then,  after  Jefus  had  mercifully  and  miraculoufly 
cured  the  wound,  and  reproved  Peter  for  his  intemperate 
beat  in  offering  fucb  an  aft  of  violence  and  attempting 
to  'maintain  bis  caufe  by  the -power  of  the  fword*  (Mat. 
xxvi.  5a.  and  Luke  »ii.  51.)  -he  gently  and  calmly  ex- 
poftuiated  with  thofe  that  came  to  apprehend  him,  fay¬ 
ing,  What  is  the  resfen  of  your  coming  out  in  the 
night,  armed  againft  me,  as  if  1  were  fome  rcfblute  vil¬ 
lain,  or  public  robber,  who  muft  be  overpowered  by 
main  force  ? 


40  I  vo$  daily 
with  you  m  the 
temple,  (etching, 
tnd  ye  took  me 
no t  :  hot  rhe 
ftriitturef  mud  be 
t*m«L 


And  tiny 
ell  forfook  him, 
and  fled. 


ji  And  there 
£dlowtd  him  a 
ctcujn  young 
cnant  having*  li¬ 
nen  doth  call  a- 
bovt  his  naked 


brdy  \  and  the 
young  men  Laid 
sold  him ; 
j»  And  he  left 


the  linen  do<h, 
and  8td  from 


them  naked 


49  Ye  well  enbugh  know  that  I  never  {huirncd  to  ap¬ 
pear  openly,  as  there  were  occafions,  among  you :  1 
frequently  refarted  to  the  temple,  and  continued  preach¬ 
ing  there  every  day  for  fome  time  paft  ;  'and  yet  none  of 
you  took  me  up,  as  ye  eafily  might  whenever  ye  would, 
if  ye  had  any  thing  to  lay  to  my  charge :  Why  then  Ihould 
ye  now  come  out  in  this  private,  and  yet  holtile  manner, 
to  apprehend  me?  But  the  time' appointed  of  God,  and 
foretold  by  the  ancient  prophets,  for  my  fufferings  and 
death,  is  now  come;  and  therefore,  that  his  canned  may 
ftand,  he  has  permitted  you  to  take  this  extraordinary 
courfe  againft  me. 

.  50  Then  all  the  difciples,  who  but  a  little  before 
had  piotefted  that  they  would  fooner  die  with  him  than 
forfake  him,  left  him  in  the  power  of  his  enemies }  and 
every  one  ran  away  to  fluff  as  well  as  he  could  for  himfelf. 

51,  5a.  And,  as  our  Lord  pafled  along  with  the 
company,  a  certain  young  man  f  ran  to  fee  what  was 
the  matter,  tho*  he  had  only  a  linen  cloth  upon  him  to 
cover  his  body:  And  fome-cf  the  foldiers,  fufpecUng 
him  to  be  one  of  ChrilVs  difciples,  cutched  hold  of  the 
Cloth  to  fecure  him  $  but  (a)  lie,  leaving  the  garment 
in  that  hands,  flipped  away  from  them,  and  made  his 
efcape  naked* 


n  o  t  Jt. 


53  Now 


t  k  doc*  »vt  appjiear  dirt  he  «u  one  of  Chrift1*  difciple, ;  but  it  fains  by  hi*  covering, 
a*  if  he  wit  either  going,  or  got  to  bed,  and  that  out  of  curioGty  he  no  in  hu  thirl  to  |U- 
wfcat  iri,  the  meaning  of  a  bans  of  loUicra  paJfiog  by  at  that  time  of  night. 
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31  And  they  5  j  Now  Jefus  being  in  cuftody  of  the  foldiers,  they 

tht"hw!aprSen°  carr'e^  bins'  bound,  and  under  guard,  firlt  to  Annas t 
and  with  him  (John  xviii.  12,  1 3.)  and  afterwards  to  the  houfe  of 
urn ^(femblrd all  Cniaphai,  who  Was  high  prieft  for  that  year;  and  there, 
aiild^iiw  ffiHi*  lbo*  it  yras  fo  late  in  the  night,  the  council,  confi fling  of 
and  the  fcribtt.  ’  the  chief  prrdls  and  elders;  and  doctors  of  the  law,  were 
alt  aflembled  together,  waiting  for  his  being  hrought 
before  them,-  tti.at.tbcy  might  proceed'] mtnediately  upon 
his  trial. 


54  And  Peter t  recovering  a  little  from  his  furprife, 

ventured  to  follow  him  at  a  coufirlerable  di (lance,  that 
he  might  mot  be  ohferved  ;  and  getting  into  the  high 
prieft’s  houfe,  he  thru  ft  in,  like  a  U  ranger,  among  the 
fervants,  to  Warm  him  felt  at  the  fire,  hoping  to  flay 
there  undifeovered  till  he  fhotild  fee  what  became©!  ids 
Lord.  - 

55  Then  the  chief  priefts,  and  the  reft  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  having  Jefus  before  them  as  their  prifoner,  and 
being  refolvcd  to  take  away  his  life,  ufed  all  pofGhle 
methods  ro  get  fuch  depofitions  againft  him  as  might 
give  a-coloilr  of  juftice  to  their  proceedings  in  putting 
him  to  death ;  but  they  could  iiud  none  to  anfwer  their 
purpofc. 

jd  For  many  j6  For  tho*  they  prevailed  with  feveral  to  bring  in 
bire  felic  wiiflcf,  falfe  accufatiom  ;  yet  they  cither  were  inconfi  (lent  w  ith 
each  other,  or  what  they  faid  did  not  amount  to  the 
charge  of  a  capital  crime  f,  that  might  afford  a  fair  pre¬ 
tence  for  thefe  unrighteous  judges  themftlves  to  pafa 
fentence  of  death  upon  him. 

57)  58-  At  length  others  were  procured,  who,  from 
a  notorious  mifconftru&ton  of  fome  words  which  he  had 
dropped  relating  to  his  own  death  and  refurre&ion, 
{John  ii.  21.)  immediately  affirmed  that  they  had  heard 


54  And  Peter 
Hluivtdhim  ifv 
off,  into  ih« 
palace  of  the  high 
{irfcft  :  unI  he  fat 
with  ihetiTvants, 
and  wormed  hi 
felf  u  (be  fire. 

55  And  the 
chief  pridls,  arid 
all  i  he  oowiitl, 
Jought  for 

ucii  4 gala  ft  Jdbi 
to  put  him  to 
death;  tod  found 
pooe. 


a'pwft  him,  but 
I  heir  witneft  a- 
grted  not  toge- 


ereed 

tber. 


57  And  there 
arofe  certain  r  anil 
bare  falfe  «  UGcft 
^ainftbim,  lay¬ 
ing. 


sh  We  hard  him  fa*  foe  w0ulti.  and  was  able  to  deftroy  their  famous 


him  (ajt  1  will  dc- 
ftroy  thif  temple 
that  \&  Ibadc  vllh 
hand*,  and  ud th¬ 
in  three  days  l 
will  buildanother 
made  without 
hand*.  ^ 

S9  Brtnrilher 
To  did  their  H  it- 
nefs  Jjrte  toge¬ 
ther, 

4o  And  the 
high  prieft  flood 
up  in  the  nridft, 
and  dked  Jcfiu, 

firing,  Aalwer- 

eft 


and  facred  temple  at  Jerufalem ,  which  was  built  by  the 
hands  of  men,  and  within  three  days  would  build  another 
withont  the  help  of  any  hands.  (See  the  note  on  Mat, 
xxvi.  61.) 

59  But  falfe  and  forced  as  this  interpretation  of  his 
words  was,  thefe  witndTes  either  did  not  agree  as  to  the 
precife  meaning  of  them,  or  all  that  they  depofed  011 
this  head  did  not  come  up  to  the  charge  of  u  crime  J  for 
which  they  could  lawfully  conclude  1  hat  he  deferred  to  die. 

60  Then,  Jefus  continuing  filent  under  all  thefe  falfe 
and  frivolous  accufations,  the  high  prieft  rufe  up -in  a 
beat,  and,  with  fcom  and  futy,  faid  to  him,  "What ! 

havv 

NOTES. 


f  tu 
\  Qvft  vfrf 


;  itrav.  They  wrre  nut  equal  to  the  charge  of  a  eacitil  crime. 
m  nvi  Neither  lo  wa*  it  cqsal  Ui  the  duige  at  a  capital  ukw. 


344 

*41  thou  nothing  ? 
vlui  is  it  *bicb 
tiKfe  wilnefc  s- 
g^inft  thtC  ? 


Ci  But  he  held 
IjU  peace,  juuIui- 
jWcrtd  Mthingt 
Ajpm  tl|c  Mfib 
prieft  ttikcd  himt 
and  flld  nuto 
him  ,  Art  thou 
tlx  Chrift,  the 
of  the  BLc£ 

led* 


*%  And  JcTas 
I  urn  ;  and 
ye  thali  fee  the 
Son  of  man  fit- 
ring  on  the  right 

Ji»iul  of  power, 
and  comingirrthc 
rJondsof  hcavco* 
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have  you  nothing  to  fay  on  ypur  own  behalf  ?  Or  do  you 
cad  contempt  upon  thecoun  by  refuting  to  plead ?  What 
enfwer  is  it  poffible  for  you  to  make  to  the  things  that 
tbefe  men  witnefs  agaiqft  ypu  i  Can  you  either  deny  or 
jutlify  them  ? 

tii  But  Jcfus  knowing  the  malicious  defign  of  the 
high  pried  and  conoid,  and.  that  they  wanted  only  to 
provoke  him  to  fay  fbmethiag.  which  might  give  them 
a  handle  again  ft  him,  dill  continued  to  make  no  reply: 
Then  the  high  priell  urged  him  again  with  greater  ve¬ 
hemence,  and  with  an  air  of  religious  folemnuy, 
xxvi.tiy.)  laying)  Tell  us  plainly,  as  in  the  prefence  of 
God,  Art  thou  the  Mcfliah  of  fjrael ,  even  the  Son  of 
theblrifed  ami  only  Potentate? 

tiz  When  a  queftion  ojf  this,  importance  was  put  with 
fuch  folemolty  to  our  Lord,  he  thought  himfelf  called 
to  witnefs  a  good  copfedion;  and  therefore  roundly  af¬ 
firmed,  I  am  the  true  Mcfliah,  and  the  Son  of  the  Blef- 
fed,  (fee  the  note  on  Luke  xxii.  70.);  and  how  much 
foever  ye,  my  prefent  judges,  difbclieve  it  through  the 
hardnets  of  your  hearts,  a  tirae  is  coming  whenycfliall 
have  convincing  demondratlons  of  it,  to  your  own  con- 
fufion,  by  the  terrible  vengeance  which  I  will  ere  long 
execute  upon  this  city  and  nation  for  their  unbelief,  by 
the  powerful  and  amazing  fpread  of  my  gofpej  through 
all  the  nations  whom  ye  ddpife,  and  at  lad  by  my  ap¬ 
pearing  on  a  throne  of  glory  10  judge  you  and  all  the 
world. 


Sj  Then  the 
ttt£h  prkft  wilt 
Iii*  clothes,  and 
faith,  What  need 
we  iny  further 
-wit  nc  jit*? 

£4  Te  hare 

Ittaid  the  tafp  br¬ 
iny  :  what  think 
ye  ?  And  they  all 
Condemned  bira 
to  be  guilty  of 
detth- 


6j  And  f*Mne 
trg^n  to  Jpit  on 
him,  and  to  co¬ 
ver  Ms  face,  nod 
to.  buffet  him, 
?nd,  to  fay  unco 
him,  ftrophtrfy  ; 

end 


6  3  At  the  high  pr red’s  hearing  this,  he,  according  to 
the  cudom  of  the  Jevjs>  rent  his  clothes,  as  a  token  of 
the  utmod  indignation;  and,  turning  to  the  council, 
faid,  What  occafion  have  we  to  give  ourfelves  any  fur¬ 
ther  trouhle  to  call  or  hear  any  other  evidence. 

64  Every  one  of  you  yourfelves  have  now  been  ear- 
witnefles  or  the  horrid  downright  blafphcmy  that  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  his  own  lips:  What  fay  ye?  Ts  not  here 
fuflicicnt  caufe  to  condemn  him  to  death  ?  And  they 
impioufly  agreed,  as  with  one  confent,  that  his  fo  plain¬ 
ly  taking  to  himfelf  thefe  characters  was  a  blaphemous 
claim,  for  which  he  deferred  to  die.  (See  the  note  on 
Mat.  xx vi.  titi.) 

65  And  no  fooner  had  they  thus  pafled  fcntence  a* 
gain  ft  him,  but  many  began  to  treat  him  with  all  man¬ 
ner  of  rudeneis,  infolcncc  and  contempt,  {fee  the  note 
On  Mat.  xxvi.  tiy.) :  Some  fpit  in  his  face;  and  others, 
blindfolding,  and  then  (hiking  him,  faid  with  a  taunt 
and  jeer.  Now,  thou  high  pretender  to  prophecy,  toll  us, 
Who  was  it  that  (truck  you  at  this  time,  anJ  who  at 

that? 


Cll.  xiv. 


»nd  the  ftrwnte 

did  ftrtfcc  him 
wUh  tbe  palms  vf 
tlieir  bands* 

44  AmlasjP^- 
ter  v&sbeneifhhi 
tiie  pdacej  iI)Crt, 
cfflnetb  out  of  (be 
maids  ol  ibc  high 

pricft  t 

4j  And  when 
{he  fiw  Peter 
warmiflg-hlmlelft 
flit  looked  iipon 
Wnnt  end  laid. 
And  tboa  alio 
waft  with  Jefus  of 
Krtjrtih.  , 
oy  Sue  he  de¬ 
eded,  flying  t 
knew  r*tty  neither 
nnderftaJuL  1  vthit 
[Ik>u  fay  eft.  And 
he  vern  ooi  into 
the  porch;  and 
the  rock  crew* 

6f  rind  a  maid 
fiw  him.  again ^ 
and  began  to  Iky 
to i  hem  that  flood 
by*  This  i$  00*  of 
them. 

TO  Aod fot  do¬ 
med  it  again  * 

And  a  UnTe  af* 
ter  *  they  that 
flood  by  Ciid  a- 
to  Peter  ? 
-Suiciy  thou  art 
them;  for 
thou  art  a  Gali- 
lr*n  ,  and  tbv 
iixcch  agrixih 
thirtto* 

7i  But  he  be¬ 
gan  to  curie  and 
to  rwear, 

1  know  not  tbu 
man  of  whom  ye 
lpeak* 

j*  And  the  ie- 
cond  lime  the 
cock  crew.  And 
Peter  cJfcd  t» 
mind  the  word 
itmJVfus  find  un¬ 
to  him.  Before 
the  cock  crow 
twice,  thou  flnlt 
deny  me  thrice. 
And  whea  be 
thought  ibeiraDf 
be  wcpL 
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that?  -And  the .  very  fcrvants  .themfclvcs  were  fo  bold 
and  abuGve  as  to  ilapKiih  in  the  face. 

66,  67:  in  the  mean  while,  as  Peter  was  fitting  a- 
mong  the  fervants  at  the  lower  end  of  (he  high'pricfPs 
half,  to  obfeive  the  iffue  of  this  affair,  and  as-  he  was 
there  .warming  himfelf  at  the  fite,  one  of  the  high 
prieft’s  fervant-maids  came  up  to  the  company,',  apd, 
looking  bard  at  him,  thought  that  he  wae-.one  of  C  {mil's 


difeiptes;  whereupon  ihe  taxed  him  with  it,  laying,  I 


am.  well  fatisfied  that  you  was  one  of  tin:  .followers  of 
this  Jefus  of  Nazareth. 

.68  But  Peter,  (truck  with  fear,  replied  oh  a  Bidden, . 
It  is  falfe,  I  know  nothing  of  the  Dinner,  and  cannot 
imagine  why  you  fhould  fufpe&  me;  and  thereupon, 
withdrawing  into  the  porch,  he  heard  a^ock  crow  for 
tbe-firft  time,  .it  being  then  about  midnight,. 

69  Sometime  after,  another  maid- fere  ant  took  notice 
of  him  again  >  and,  turning  to  fome  of  the  by-ftanders, 
fair),  I  am  confident  this  fellow  was  one  of  the  difctples 
of  Jefus. 

70  But  Peter  as  raflily  and  abfolutely  denied  it  as 
before. -And  foon  after  that,  others  in  the  company 
preRed  him  further  a  third  time,  and,  warmly  infilling 
upon  it,  faad,  Without  doubt  you  are  one  of  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  this  Jefus,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  denying  it: 
For  as  he  is  of  Galilee to  it  appears  plainly,  by  the  di¬ 
aled  you  fpcak,  that  you  are  a  Galilean. 

71  Peter  being  now  confounded  to  the  laft  degree, 
for  fear  of  being  after  all  difeovered,  hardly  knew  what 
he  (aid;  but,  rfcfolving  to  heave  it  out  in  the  rooft  likely 
'  manner  he  could,  he  fell  into  a  violent  pallion,  and  de¬ 
nied  it  a  third  time,  with  fticli  imprecations  and  oaths, 
as  no  difciple  of  Ch rill’s  could  eafily  be  fuppotbd  toufc, 
laying,  with  daring  aflurance,  I  am  fo  far  from  being  a 
follower  of  the  man  .you  talk  of,  that  I  never  fo  much 
as  faw  his  face  til)  now. 

72  And  immediately  after  this  third  and  molt  {hott¬ 
ing  denial  of  his  Lord,  a  cock  crew,  it  being  then  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  which,  by  way  of  emi¬ 
nence,  was  called  the  time  of  cock-crowing ;  (See  the 
note  on  Mat.  xxvi.  34.)  And  Peter  immediately,  upon 
hearing  it,  reeollefted  the  folemn  warning  which  C  brill 
had  given  him-  but  a  few  hours  ago,  when  he  laid,  Be¬ 
fore  the  fecond  cock-crowing,  yon  will  thrice  deny  me: 
And  in  his  refleQiotis  on  this,  and  on  hid  own  vain 
confidence  then,  and  on  his  wicked  and  fbamefu!  con¬ 
duct  Once,  h(S  heart  was  ready  to  bin'll  with  griif}  a  ml 
be  poured  out  Roods  of  penitential  tears,  in  the  bittin- 


n?f* 


Ch.xiv, 
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nefs  of  hisfpirit,  for  what  be  had' done. 

.  RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  diffrrciit  treatment  did  the  fufferiug  Saviour  meet  with  from  the  &mc4 
and  from  different  perfont '  Hu  deaYdUcipka  profeflW  to  ftand  by  him  to  tbelaQ 
extremity;  and  yet,  fooo  after,  they  all  forfoyk  Inin,  and  the  moft  forward  dfthem 
fliamefiitly  denied  him.  One  of  his  friends  would  {pare  no  coft  to  testify  An  afr 
ftftioniu  rtfped  to  him;  bat  others,  misjudging  the  kAian;  were  difplrafcd  with 
it  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  both  fecret  and  open  enemies  were  confptrigg  agvnft 
hia  life,  and  uniting  treachery,  fcl&hobd,  and  force,  to,  deflroy  it.  But  the  righ* 
teous  fhall  be  had  m  'everUftiag  remembrance,  white  the  memory  of  the  wiejw d 
fall  rot.  Chrift  loves  and  honours  them  that  love  and  honour  him  :  He  put  *» 
end  to  the  paflbver,  by  being  facrifioed  for  tbemjatid  tnlHtuted  his  laft  tapper, a* 
a  fcaft  upon  the  facrifict »  and  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  his  dying  ton  to  them. 
He  communes  with  them  as  his  friends,  pities  and  bears  with  their  infirmities, 
warns  them  faithfully  of  their  danger,  reprove  them  tenderly  far  their  xyeaknefics, 
concerns  hirafdf  for  their  Cifirty,  and  recovers  them  from.their  teJls.  But  ah  ! 
how  often  do  their  tears  overcome  their  faith,  attdprofiunptuous  confidences  be¬ 
tray  them  into  fin!  and  how  docs  one  iniquity  teadoo  to  another!  O  the  dread¬ 
ful  power  of  pafiioa  and  tumultuous  far !  But  all  make  wdrk  for  bitter  repen¬ 
tance;  and  which  of  their  hearts  would  not  reteat  and  melt,  in  refitfiion  upon 
their  fin  againft  him,  whole  love  to  them,  was  fc  great,  that  for  tfcdr  takes  he  uif- 
fertd  to  the  ntmoft  extremity  in  foul  and  body  with  entire  resignation  to  Us  Fa* 
ther**  will,  defpifed  all  the  malicious  charges  of  bis  enemies,  and  patiently  endu¬ 
red  their  Infotent  affronts  1  And  yet,  to  leave  us  an  example,  be  boldly  wttn effed 
,n  good  confrffion,  when  his  own  and  his  Father's  glory  lay  at  flake*  But  wo  to 
fcis  falfe  friends,  who,  7^^‘hkc,  betray  him!  and  to  his  inveterate  enemies, 
who,  like  the  council  and  their  fcrvanta,  deride  and  degrade  him,  and  tom  every 
thing  againft  him !  He  abhors  their  treachery  and  wiefcedoeft ;  and  will  one  day 
give  them  dreadful  conviction  of  his  own  divine  authority,  and  of  their  obfimate 
infidelity :  Then  they,  and  not  be,  will  ftand  under  the  charge  of  bJa^hemy ; 
and  it  had  been  better  for  them,  and  dberially  for  perfidious  ipoftatcs,  never  to 
have  been  bom* 


CHAP.  XV. 

Chrijl  is  brought  before  Pilate,  1, — 14*  Is  deliver  id  to  be  crucified* 
and  tsf  thereupon  mocked  and  abufed  by  the  foldiersj  15* — 21*  Is  cru¬ 
cified  and  derided  by  the  Jews,  22, — 32*  Several  prodigies  attend 
his  death;  33, — 38.  The  centurion  and  others  are  wttnejjes  of  itt 
35b — 41.  And  Jofeph  ef  Arimathea  gives  him  an  honourable  buruil% 
42f— 47- 

Teit*  Paraphrase* 


the  great- 
and  agreed 


AN»  NOW  the  fanhedrim  •*wine  fat  up 

morn bg the  chief  eft  part  of  the  night  to  examine  Jefus,  : 

pnefts htUi ton*  a mon?  tbemfelvea  that  he  deferred  to  die;  they,  after  a 
ddmudfaibc*,  fl>orc  teceft,  (fee  the  note  on  Mol*  xxvii.  i.)  came  to- 
and  tbe  whole  get  her  in  full  aflemhly,  early  in  tbe  morning  %  when 
count'd ,  bound  the  chief  nriefta,  being  noil  zealous  and  active  in  Sa- 
j  ut,w  ca  ^  tan’a  caufe,  consulted  with  the  other  members  of  that 
great  council  about  the  bell  method  for  cutting  him  off ; 
And  their  authority  in  matters  of  life  and  death  having 
been  very  much  funk  of  late  fay  their  fubjeftion  to  the 
Usmans  t  (fee  tbe  note  on  John  xviii.31.)  they  lent  him 

bound 
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Kmkvhj t  utddf- 
live  red  him  to 
Pilaic. 


»  And  Pihre 
tflwl  biro,  Ait 
ttao  the  king  of 
ibe  J«m  ?  And 
MtTwcHnffaid 
unto  him,  Ttwu 
&peft  it. 


^  And  the 
chief  prieiH  wr- 
CD  fed  him  of 
many  things  ; 
hot  h  t  aiibvtitd 
fiodriog. 


4  And  Plate 
aflted  him  again, 
laying* *  AnSw- 

eft  thou  nothing? 
bcboHhow  many 

things  they  wit* 
ltd*  again  ft  t1i«- 
5  Hue  Jetus 
yet  anTwered  no¬ 
thing  ;  fsthat  Pi- 
line  marvelled* 


€  Now  at  that 
'feift  he  rcltifed 
tin  In  them  one 
prifoner*  whom* 
foever  they 

T  And  there 
vd  etc  Dimed 

Barafcbite,  which 
jay  bound  with 
them  that  had 
trade  intiirrec  - 
tion  with  him, 
who  hid  com  mit¬ 
red  murder  in  the 
iafnm&ion. 

8  And  them uJ- 
I U«dc  crying  a- 
Itsod,  began  to 
defirf  &u  to  U  u 
he  had  ever  done 
unco  them. 

g  Bat  PiUie 
aniwcrcd  them * 
iiybg>  Will  ye 
that 
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bound  'like  A  criminal!  to  Pontius  Pilate  the  governor 
of  Judea)  and  refolved  to  sceufe  him  as  a  (editions  per- 
fon  who  fet  himfeif  up  for  king  aguinll  C<tjary  (Luke 
xxHi.  2.) 

2  And  when  they  brought  him  before  Pilate  under 
this  charge,  be  put  the  plain  queftion  to  him,  faying. 
Do  you  profefs  to  be  king  of  the  Jew  f  Art  thou  guil¬ 
ty,  or  not  guilty  ?  To  which  Jefus  replied,  Though  my 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  {John  x-.-iii.  36.)  as  you 
may  cafily  judge  by  the  meannds  of  my  appearance} 
y^r  there  is  a  fenfe  in  which  1  own  the  charge  :  1  really 
afn  a  king,  as  the  nature  of  your  queitiou  fuppofes  that 
I  affirm  myfelf  to  be. 

3  In  the  mean  while  the  chief  priefts,  and  others  un¬ 
der  their  influence,  were  exceeding  vehemenrand  cla¬ 
morous  in  the  many  invidious  accufations  they  brought 
againft  him :  But  he,  knowing  it  was  to  no  purpofc  to 
reply  to  the  malicious  and  improbable  fuggeftions  of  a 
fet  of  people  who  had  before  hand  refolved  to  have  his 
blood,  abode  by  his  fir  ft  anfwer,  and  declined  giving 
any  other.  ‘ 

4  Then  Pilate  looks  to  him  again,  faying,  What !  have 
you  nothing  to  plead  in  yoor  own  defence  againft  your 
aceu&rs?  Obferve  ho*  many  heinous  crimes  they  lay  to 
your  charge. 

5  But  full  Jefus  continued  filenc,  that  he  'might  sot 
needlefily  exafperate  the  Jev/ty  fince  there  was  no  ap¬ 
pealing  them.  This  appeared  to  Pilate  an  unaccountable 
piece  of  conduft  on  fuch  an  occahon  j  fo  that  he  was 
perfeftiy  amazed  at  it,  not  knowing  what  our  Lord  meant 
by  it. 

6  Now  it  was  a  enftoroary  thing  for  the  Roman  go¬ 
vernor,  at  every  pafchal-feaft,  to  difeharge  one  prifoner, 
whom  the  Jean  Qiould  appoint,  in  honour  of  that  great 
memorial  of  their  own  deliverance  from  Egyptian  bou- 
dage. 

7  And  at  this  very  time  there  was  a  molt  notorious 
criminal  in  cuftody*  one  Bar  abbas  >  who  was  committed 
to  jail  for  fpiriting  up  the  mob,  and  heading  them  in  a 
feditious  riot,  in  which  they  had  been  guilty  of  murder, 
robbery,  and  other  outrages. 

8,  9,  While  therefore  the  common  people  were  im¬ 
portuning  the  governor  to  gratify  them  with  the  tfil* 
charge  of  a  prifoner,  as  he  had  always  done  at  that 
great  feaft  ever  fince  he  came -to  the  regency  of  Judea; 
Pilate^  fuppoling  that  they  could  hardly  think  of  having 
fo  dete liable  a  wretch  as  Barabbas  fpared,  made  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  die  rdeafeof  Jefus  in  preference  to  him,  faying. 

Will 


343 

ihu  *  rde**' 

in  y fin  ihf 

of tkc  jtws ? 

ofFofhftiiiw 
triat  '  th&  chief 
prices  hvl*  M- 
vticJ  hub  for  cn* 

Vjr.) 


t  t  Bnttltt  chief 
pridW  moved  the 
p;opL:f  that  he 
rather  fC' 
icitfe  Uar^bbtt  un¬ 
to  them, 

11  AndPihte 
amVcrcd  ,  and 
laid  *gm  unto 
them,  What  wiH 
ye  then  tfcai  1 
fhaH  do  abu 
whom  yc  call  the 
ting  of  the  jews  ? 

13  And  they 
cr;cd  out  ag^it 
Crucify  him* 


14-  Then  PiUte 
£iid  unto  them. 
Why;  wbaL  evil 
hath  Iw  done  ? 
And  ih^f  cried 
out  the  more  ex* 
ceediwgiy,  Cruci¬ 
fy  him* 


i;  Ami y,ri~ 
hie,  willing  10 
content  the  p;o- 
jile,  reteafal  B*- 
rabbit  nn  to  them, 
nod  delivered  Je- 
ibF,  when  he  had 
KourgrJ  tim,  to 
he  crucified* 


16  And  ihefbU 
(Tttrs  led  him  a- 
way  into  the  hall, 
called  Prettirlumi 
and 
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Will  ye  agree  that)  in  bonourof  the  paflbver,  I  frail  dif- 
charge  this  man,  whom  ye  fay  calls  himfelf  the  klog  of 
the  Jews, 

to*  This  the  governor  faimfclf  was  very  defirous  of, 
if  it  might  poffifcly  be  obtained  ;  for  by  the  whole 
courfc  of  the  evidence  again  If  Jefus,  and  of  his  behavi¬ 
our  under  it,  Pilate  was  fully  fatisfitd  in  his  own. mind, 
that  it  was  an  envious,  unreasonable,  and  malicious 
profecurion. 

1 1  But  no  fooner  was  this  ptopofal  made,  than  the 
chtcf.pt  icfls  urged  and  prevailed  upon  the  people  to  infift, 
as  with  one  voice,  upon  the  difeharge  df  Barabbaj  him¬ 
felf,  in  oppolition  to  Jefus. 

12  At  this  Pilate,  being  extremely  troubled  and  farpri- 
fed,  replied.  Why  is  all  this  tage  and  clamour  againft 
a  poor  inconsiderable  man,  wno  is  to  be  pitied  and  de- 
fpifed,  rather  than  feared,  on  account  of  his  pretences  to 
be  your  king,  for  which  ye  have  brought  him  before  me? 
What  would  ye  have  me  to  do  with  him,  if  I  muft  not 
rcleafe  him  ? 

13  They  anfwered  with  ftill  greater  outrage,  at  the 
tnftigation  of  the  chief  priefts  and  rulers,  .We  demand 
that  he  be  crucified;  nothing  Ihort  of  bis  being  put  to 
that  ignominious  death  will  tacisfy  us. 

14  The  governor  being  ftill  deGrous,  if  poffible,  to 
foften  their  temper  and  bring  him  off*,  erpoftulated  with 
them  in  a  rational  way,  faying,  Why  will  nothing  Ihort 
of  this  man's  blood  content  you?  What  crime  have  yc 
proved  upon  him,  that  by  the  Roman  law  deferves 
death,  efpccialiv  iuch  a  cruel  and  frameful  death?  But 
(fi)  initead  of  being  pacified,  they  were  more  furious 
than  ever,  and  cried  out  with  hitter  rage  and  impatience,' 
We  will  hear  of  no  favour  being  fhewn  him ;  let  him, 
without  more  adp,  be  crucified. 

15  Then  Pilate  finding  it  was  to  rio  purpofc  to  at¬ 
tempt  any  thing  further  to  quiet  them,  and  being  in¬ 
clined  rather  to  humour  them,  and  prevent  the  {editions 
tumult  which  he  was  afraid  of,  than  to  follow  his  own 
convictions  of  Chrift's  innocency,  releafed  the  infamous 
Barabbas  to  them ;  and  having  before  ordered  Jefus  to 
be  fconrged  to  move  their  compalhon,  but  in  vain,  be 
at  length  delivered  him  up  to  be  crucified,  (bee  the  notes 
on  Mat.  xxvii.  26.) 

16  And,  among  other  baibarities,  fome  of  the  fol- 
diers  feized  him  ;  and,  carrying  him  into  another 
large  room  f,  called  Pr<rtorium}  they  fummoned  the  reft 

of 


NOTE. 

f  The  Pretoriam  was bait,  fo  called  from  the  Prefer**  (a  Xtmaii  nngiflrate)  u(ic£ 
to  judgment  there. 


Vti  ibqy  call  to¬ 
gether  the  whole 
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of  their  company  to  infult,  abufe,  and  ridicule  him,  in 
mockery  of  his  claiming  kingly  power,  as  if  it  were 
only  to  be  laughed  at.  (bee  the  notes  on  Mat.  wtvii. 

l6»  ... 

17  Aaff'tbu  they  did  ini  the  following  fcornful  man-, 
ner;  Ther  ptit  iipon  him  a  %  garment  of  lucb  a  colour  as 
refembiea  that  of  royal  robes ;  and  haying  made  a  crown 
of  thorns,  they  dapped  it  upon  his  head,  puttiug  alfo  a 
reed  or  hollow  cane  into  his  hand  for  a  fhun  iccptrc, 
(Mat.  rxvii.  29.} 

18  And  when  they  had  thus  difguifled  him  with  the 
ridiculous  mimickry  of  a  prince,  they,  to  make  further 
(port,  accofted  him  with  a  jeer,  faying.  All  happiaefs 
attend  the  king  of  the  Jcvt. 

19 -Then  taking  the  cane  out  of  his  hand,  they  bai- 
barouily  fmote  him  with  it  upon  the  had ;  and  fcom- 
fully  fpit  at  him,  of  whom  it  was  prop  belied,  that  be  bid 
net  hit  face from  /pitting,  (Ifa.  1. 6.) ;  and,  in  a  ludicrous 
way,  they  dropped  down  on  their  knees  before  him,  as 
if  they  were  paying  homage  to  him. 

10  And  when  they  had  treated  him  with  all  this  con- 
iSXSSSr  *ey  plucked  off  the  mock  robe,  and  put  upon 

the  purple  from  Dim  bis  own  clothes  again *y  and,  after  all  this,  they 
guarded  him  to  the  place  of  execution,  to  which  he 
went,  carrying  his  crofs  on  h is  {boulder,  in  order  to 
his  being  crucified.  (See  the  note  on  Mattk*  xxviu 

3*0 

a  1  And,  ae  they  were  paffing  along,  a  certain  man 
came  in  their  way  from  the  country,  whofc  name  was 
Simm  of  Gyrmty  and  who  was  the  father  of  Alexander 
and  RufiU)  two  men  well  known  in  thole  parts j  and 
as  there  was  danger  of  'Jefus’s  fainting  under  the  bur¬ 
den  of  the  dofe,  they  forced  this  man  to  take  it  up  and 
carry  it;  {See  the  note  on  JtyaU  ixviL  3a*) 

22  In  this  manner  they  conduced  him  to  the  place 
of  execution,  a  little  way  without  the  gates  of  Jerufa * 
Imf  where  they  ufed  to  put  cr  ini  inale  to  death,  ami 
therefore  called  it  Golgotha^  the  meaning  of  which  word 
“  The  place  cfa  fiult*  (See  the  note  on  Matth.  xxvii, 


xy  And  they 
clothed  him  *hf» 
puipb,  and  plw* 
ted  &  crown  of 
thorai,  and  pot  it 
about  hit  t&sd  ; 


t8  And  began 
to.  Mute  him  , 
Hail,  king  of  the 
Jews! 

ip  And  they 
fmote  him  on  the 
hnd  with  a  reed> 
and  did  fpit  upon 
him,  and  bowing 
err  knees,  wot- 
fhipped  him. 

10  And  when 


him,  and  pat  his 
own  clothe*  on 
hi m,  and  led  him 
oat  to  crucify 


11  And  they 
cojnpd  one  Si¬ 
mon  a  Cytcnjui, 

who  jwfled  by, 
coming  otyt  of  tne 
country,  the 
tlw  of  Akxan* 
der  and  Rafts,  to 
bear  his  crofs, 

11,  And  they 
bring  Him  unto 
the  place  GoJgo* 
tha,  which  if,  ho* 
ingToterpmcd , 
iht  place  of  dkolL 


*1  And  they 
gave  him  tii  drink, 
wine  m  tog  led 

with  myrrh ;  but 
he 


IS, 

**• 


23  And  as  (bon  as  they  arrived  thither,  they,  like 
enemies  that  would  ufe  him  with  all  poflible  indignity 
and  inhumanity,  offered  him  a  draught  of  four  wine 
mixed  with  a  bitter  ingredient  j-,  in  ft  tail  of  the  liupifv- 

ing 

NOTES. 

|  Ai  royal  robes  were  u  fully  purple  *td  Mat/*  i»ii.  iH.  by  the  laft  ;  and  we  art*  roM, 
ftarlet,  the  coLuir  of  this  garment,  which  wai  that  tl«  Tyrian  porpie  was.  co;  very  diJlI  r\  i;c 
probably  one  of  rhe  foldtcn",  is  here. and  hi  from  fodiiw. 

J:ba  alx,  *,  exyr.fTei  bj  :iic  fail,  4iiJ  in  f  Dr  C-rfv  :hh;ka  iliJt  y*- 


$5® 

lie  reared  it  not* 


14  And  vhen 
they  h*d  crucified 
Inot,  they  p tried 
hi*  garments , 
tailing  tots  upon 
them,  wfctt  every 
Y*.\n  ftyf*ntd  take* 


And  it  was 
the  third  hour; 
and  they  Gratified 
him. 

*6  And'hern- 
perferi  ption  of  his 
acrafttion  was 
vrhten  over  t 
THE  KINO  OF 
THE  JEWS* 


if  And  with 
ham  they  crucify 
rwo  thieves ;  the 
one  on  his  right 
hand,  and  then* 
tiier  oq  hu  Left. 

*8  And  the 
fnipeure  was  ful- 
filied  which  ftirh, 
■Andhewvmim- 
hned  *Jth  the 
truigrefior*. 


*p  And  they 
that  pa  fled  by, 
railed  on  him, 
wag- 
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ing  potion  which  ufed  to  be  given  to  perfons  juft  before 
they  were  crucified  that  they  might  be  the  lefs  fen* 
fible  of  their  pain  j  but  Jcfus  lading  if,  refufed  to  drink 
it.  | 

24  And  when  they  were  about  to  crucify  him,  (***?- 
f  swavTif  a  vie*  )  they  dripped  him  of  hia  clothes ;  fome  of 
which  thefoldten,  who  were  bis  immediate  executioners 
and  claimed  them  as  their  fee,  divided  into  four  parts, 
that  each  of  them  might  have  one,  (Jobniix.  23-) :  And 
they  caft  lots  to  determine  who  tbould  have  a  particular 
garment,  being  loth  to  divide  it  becaufe  was  all  of  one 
piece  without  any  feam ;  God  aUb  herein  over-ruling 
their  minds  to  fulfil  that  remarkable,  prophecy  of  the 
Mefftah,  faying,  (Pf&I.  xiii.  18*)  They  parted  my  gar¬ 
ments  among  them,  and  cafi  lots  upon  my  vejiofe. 

25  Now  the  time  of  day  at  which  they  nailed  his 
hands  and  feet  to  the  crofs  was  within  the  compafs  of 
what  the  Jews  call  the  third  hour  +. 

26  And,  according  to  the  Reman  cuftom,  they,  by 
Pilate's  order,  fixed  a  writing  over  Chrift's  head, 
in  large  capital  letters,  which,  contrary  to  their 
fign  of  reproach,  declared  him.  to  be,  what  he  really 
was  in  a  high  and  glorious  fenfe,  The  king  jtf  the 
Jems. 

27  They  Itltewife,  to  put  the  greater  odium  upon 
him,  crucified  him  in  company  with  two  robbers  \  pla¬ 
cing  all  three  in  a  row,  one  on  each  fide,  and  Jeius  in 
the  middle,  as  if  he  had  been  a  more  notorious  crimi¬ 
nal  than  either  of  the  other  fufferers. 

28  And  fo  they  were  over-ruled,  by  the  providence 
of  God,  to  fulfil  another  ancient  prophecy  of  the  Mef* 
fiaVs  being  numbered  with  tranjgrejjors,  (Ifii.  Ini.  12.)  » 
which  intimated,  that  though  he  was'  perfectly  inno¬ 
cent  in  himfelf,  yet  he  flood  in  the  tye  of  the  law  as  an 
offender  whilft  be  bore  his  people's  fins. 

29  Moreover,  the  very  pailengers  on  the  road,  con¬ 
trary  to  all  rules  of  humanity  and  decency,  in  felted 
and  reviled  him  in  a  hlafphenjous  manner, 

and 


NOTES. 

U  hew  ufed  to  flgnify  the  potion  given  f  The  third  hour  is  to  he  un  Jet  flood,  »t> 
JctUs  in  cuuuinpt,  tufted  o f  the  rad  cording  to  the  Je-a*ijk  oompuutum,  for  our 

Dr  Ughficti  on  Matt,  iixvil.  nice  o'clock,  soil  onwxrrfe  to  tvclre ;  bat  the 
34*  wu  alto  of  the  biuc  opinion ;  Adding,  fixth  hour,  atufiieh  if  ii  Aid  (JBiw  six.  14-) 
tbsa  ibefe  words  (<em  to  rrlvtt  to  the  cuiioni  Pilatt  piled  fie  men  re  ajplnft  Qirill,  is  to  be 
of  the  nation,  -And  lh*>&  of  btatthevr  to  the  ttken>  raordiof>  to  the  wxy  of  rc<* 

thing  AS  it  w«  re.ilJy  StfmL  Other  meihruis  fconing,  for  our  fix  o*clnck  in  the  morning, 
of  fcconcibn^thctwocyiiniaeiiiLs,^  that  gfWhd  being  written  after  ahe  deftmfr- 

word  uied  MatL  xxviL  fignifiek  irprnj-  tion  of  JtmJvUm.  And  thnt  is  on  eiA 
Wfld,  or  any  iitid  of  bitter  pojf^iut  mix-  agraemmt  between  thefe  t™  iccoonti  of 
tare,  as  *tU*$  £-*//,  m^y  be  fen  in  Harttwad  ChriA't  amdem  nation  and  cruci&sioiw 
*o*I  tybitbj  oa  pUce«  ^ 
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wgging  tbdr 
hc®p  and  fry¬ 
ing  T  Ah*  ttoa 
that  dcfliDjcft 
the  tempi*,  ind 
buildeft  ff  in  three 
d»y<; 

30  SawtKylclf^ 
ami  come  4qvq 
from  thccrtds, 

ji  likevttcri- 
fo  tbt  chief  pnefts 
mocking*  raid  a* 
onhg  fteoafrlm 
with  thcfrribea. 
He  freed  rthen* 
hlcnfrjf  be  cinoot 
frve. 


j*  Lee  Chrift 
tli*  king  o t  Ifrad 
defend  txtw  fmm 
fcbt  cicfr,  that  vt 
nay  JW  ud  be~ 
lim.  And  Ukt 
Hut  were  cruci¬ 
fied  vritfrliiiff,  re- 

viLalhim. 


]t  And  when 
the  Utah  hour  wat 
come,  there  was 
darkoefr  over  the 
whole  Uod,  until 
tv  eimit  hour. 


34  And  at  the 

miuh  hour  Jefus 
cried  wkh  *lood 
v*tet  frying*  II- 
loi,  dovlutjt  fr- 
hadbehuu  1  which 
ii,  bring  ioterpre- 
tri,  My  Ood>  m j 
God,  why  baft 
(bouforfrkaiiDei 


15  Aftd  fo-roe 
of  them  that  flood 
by  *  when  they 
heart  If.frhLBe^ 
fcott,  U  calieth 
Eiiit. 
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and  Qiaking  their  beads,  with  an  air  of  fcornfut  triumph, 
cried  out.  Aha,  to  we  would  have  it :  What  are  all  your 
high  pretences  come  to  at  latl !  You,  who  once  talked 
big,  as  if  you  could  even  demolifh  our  magnificent 
temple^  ana  rebuild  it  within  the  fpace  of  three  days, 
what  lay  you  now? 

30  Come,  let  us  fee  what  you  can  do  in  the  time 
of  your  own  extremity  ;  deliver  yourfelf  from  tortures 
and  death,  quit  the  croft,  and  come  hither,  if  ye  can. 

31  After  the  fame  manner  the  chief  priefts,  the  doc¬ 
tors  of  the  law,  and  the  elders  themfdves,  {Mat.  xxvii. 
41.)  thofe  eedefiafticai  fenators,  notwithftaodirig  their 
age  and  gravity,  impioufly  derided  him,  faying  one  to 
another,  We  nave  him  fafe  enough  now :  lie  fet  up 
for  a  (aviour  of  others;  but  alas,  poor  wretch-!  -it  is 
plain  that  be  is  a  vile  impoftor,  utterly  unable  to  lave 
himielf  from  his  own  approaching  death. 

31  Let  bim  make  good  bis  pretences  of  being  If- 
raeVi  MelSah,  if  be  can  j  let  him  now  give  ns  a  proof 
of  hts  boafted  power,  by  quitting  the  croft  and  co¬ 
ming-down  to  ns,  that  we  may  fee  caufe  to  believe  in 
him:  (See  the  notes  on  Matth.  xxvii.  41.  and  Lake 
xxih.  35.)  Yea,  fo  general  and  violent  was  the  ran 
upon  him,  that  even  one  of  the  crucified  thieves 
themfelyes  threw  out  the  mod  fpheful  and  reproachful 
words  againft  him.  (See  the  note  on  Matt,  xxvii.  44.) 

•  33  Now  after  Jefus  had  hung  on  the  croft  about  three 
hours,  there  began  to  be  at  noon,  or  die  filth  hour  of 
the  day,  according  to  tbe  Jrwt  way  of  reckoning,  fuch 
a  miraculous  darkneft  as  deprived  the  earth  of  the  light 
of  tbe  fun,  and  continued  till  three  in  the  afternoon, 
which,  in  their  computation,  b  the  ninth  bonr.  (See 
die  note  an  Matt.  xxvii.  45.) 

34  And  about  three  o'clock,  Jefus,  in  the  midft  of 
terrible  agony  and  diftrefs,  cried  out,  with  a  ftrong 
and  mournful  voice,  Ehit  Ehiy  latna  fabaebthani  f  the 
meaning  of  which,  in  the  mixed  language  then  com¬ 
monly  Tpoken  and  well  underftood,  is.  My  Cody  my 
Cody  way  baft  thou  forjaftn  met  He  thereby  claiming 
God  as  hb  God ;  and  yet  lamenting  his  Father's  with¬ 
drawing  all  tokens  of  bis  love,  and  dealing  with  him 
as  if  be  were,  an  enemy,  wbiift  he  was  bearing  our  Jins 
in  bis  awn  body  On  tbe  treet  (1  Per.  ii.  13.) 

3;  As  foon  as  he  bad  uttered  thefe  words,  fome  of 
the  Ilanders-by  who  heard  them,  but  either  did  not 
diftinguifh  -them  from  other  words  of  a  like  found, 
or  wilfully  perverted  them,  find.  See  how  he  13  put  to 
it  t  he  cries  out  for  Elias  ro  appear  and  deliver  him. 

3d  And 


352  Tfo  Evangelifl  Mark  faraphrafed.  Ch.  xv. 

3*  AoJonerwi,  36  And  immediateHrone  of  them  dipping  a  fpunge 
fb’Jl  ^  viwew"  ,n  v*ne6ar>  fanned  it  tip6p  the  top  of  a  reed  long  e- 
and  put  T/ou  1  nough  to  reach  up  to  his  month;  and  offered  that,  inftead 
teed,  and  «***  of  a  comfortable  cordial,  for  him  to  fuck  it,  (fee  the 
hiiutodrink^j-  noce  on  John  xii.  ap.J;  Whilftr  Others  faid,  fie  quiet; 

Mrb«thcr  iet  him  take  bis  own  courfe:  Ye  hear  he  calls  for  Elias, 
Elias  will  come  and  he  may  call  long  enough  before  that  prophet  cornea 
to  take  him  down.  to  j,cjp  jjjm .  let  us  fee  what  intifeteft  he  has  in  heaven, 
and  whether  Elias  will  appfcaf  to  'fave  him  from  death. 


or  not.  '  ■ 

37  Aiut  JeTus  37  Thfii  Jefus  commended  bis  (pint  into  his  Father’s 
ened  with  »»wJ  hand,  not  with  a  languid  tone  'like  dying  petfons  in 
np  the  gliofh  Whom  nature  is  fpent,  but  with  a  loud  voice ;  and, 
whilit  he  was  yet  fpeaking,  he  breathed  out  Ki$  holy 
foul,  as  one  who  freely  laid  down  'his  life  of  himfelf. 
(See  the  note  on  Mat.  xxvii.  50.) 

3S  And  the  vail  38  And  at  this  very  iuftant  the  nil,  which  hung 
of  the  temple  between  the  court  of  the  priefts  and  the  holy  of 
fwm'the'1w  *To  ^’<s»  was  minaculoufly  torn  afunder  from  top  to 
thcbwiom.  P  bottom;  intimating,- that  Qod  would  no  .longer  dwell 
in  that  holy  place  ;  that  the  ceremonial  law. was  then 
aboliihed ;  that  all  its  myfterics  were  hudqpea,  apd 
its  types  fulfilled;  and  that  both  Jews  &nd  &mti(es 
might  have  free  acccfs  into  the  holieft  of  all,  evftiTica* 


39  And  vhen 
the*  centurion  t 
which  flood  ow 
Rjjf.nfl  him.  Jaw 
chit  he  To  tried 
otit,  ewt  gave  up 
truglwft,  hefitd. 
Truly  this  nan 
UrS  the  San  of 
God.- 


40.  There  weft 
alfbuomeu  look¬ 
ing  on  afar  o(Ti 
amoojj  vhnttvws 
Mary  Magdalen^ 
and  Mfiiyi  he  mo¬ 
ther  of  Jame*the 
left  and  of  Jvfia, 
onH  SfLomc  ; 

41  Who  ibb, 
wften  he  w*$  'in 
Galilee,  followed 
hin,  end  mini- 
llcred  unto  Mm  ; 

and 


ven  itfelf,  fay  the  blood  of  Jcius And  fcveral  other 
furpriiing  wonders' attended  this,  as  fupematural  and 
awful  atteftations  to  the  dying.  Saviour.  (Mat.  xxvii. 
Sh  5*-) 

39  So  that  tbe  Roman  captain  of  the  band  that  were 
ordered  to  fee  to  tbe  execution i  was  {truck  with  aftonMh- 
ment,  when  he  obferved,-  among  other  things,  the  un¬ 
common  manner  of  ChrifPs  expreJSng  himfelf  with  his 
expiring  breath;  and  could  not  help  faying,  Undoubted¬ 
ly  this  was  no  other  than  the  Son  of  God,  not  with- 
ua'oding  all  the  cruelty  and  reproach  he  has  undergone 
for  averting  it  i  And  the  foldiers,  failing  under  the  like 
conviction,  laid  the  fame  concerning  him,  (Mat. 

xxvii*  54.) 

__  40  There  were  like  wife  feveral  women  (landing  at  a 
diftance  witbin  fight  of  the  crofe  to  obferve  all  that  paf- 
fed ;  foine  of  which  were  Alary  Magdalene,  with  another 
'  Mary  who  was  the  mother  of  James  tbe  Ufs  (fee  tbe 
note  on  Mai.  xxvii,  56.)  and  of  Jofest  and  a  third  wo¬ 
man  named  Salome . 

41  Theft,  though  of  the  timorous  fex,  where  his  felt 
friends  to  the  laft ;  who  had  alfo  accompanied  him  be¬ 
fore,  and  fuppHed  him  with  neceflaries  at  their  own  ex- 
pence,  in  hi>  journey  ings  thro*  Galilee*  And,  together 

with 


Oh.xvt 

and  Assy  rthtr 
wometa '  ivlutbl 
trait  irpv&bhitb 
uam  Jcnt&fctn. 

4*  Ap*'  now 
when  dift  even 
was  com^^bc- 
raiifr  U  w»  the 
pnpantToa,  .tbit 
is,  the  day  before 

UwfiUdX) 

4]  jdfepn  of 
Annum  *to 
hanoonbk  titaii- 
JTtlkii  wnkb  alio 
wafted  for  the 
JtmfdetB  of  find*  ^ 
nunc,  tad  vent 
in  boMlytinto  Pi- 
Lite,  uifl.mvod- 
the  body  of  Math 

^4  AndS^hf 
marvelled  if  he. 
werealrvtfydead:' 
and'  calling,  onto 
him  du  dSkCb- 
lioitjheatodhfni 
whether  tic  had 
been  up  whili 
death 

4f  And^wben 
he  knew  tr  of  the 

ccMurioDjhtga 
the  body  to  Jo* 
fcph* 

4$  .  Afi<3  he 

tod  took 
down,  and  wrap¬ 
ped  him  In  ehd 
fiMriy  end  Laid 
Kuninijcpvldu*-. 
which  was  hewn 
oa  of  b  rKk  , 
ibd  tolled  i  ihrbc 
mho  the  door  of 
the  fcpnkhrQ. 

47'  And  Maty 
fcftgdlfcflV  add 
Mary^t*  mother 
of  Jofe,  beheld 
v&trchiwulild. 
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wfthfbde,  iberc  %rri  many  other  worn  eh,  vtjioi  having 
attended  him  -when  he  went  up  to  Jtrvfalem,  followed, 
him  to  the  pface  of  execution,  and  were  fpejiacpra.of.thei 
tragical  feebe; 

43 j  43*  Now,.  After  all  thefe  things,  the  evening 
came  on  :  And  then,  becanfe  the  next  day  was  the  fob- 
batb,  in  which  no  work  could  be  lawfully  done,  Jofepb 
of  Jriautthea,  a  man  of  great  reputation,  riches,  and 
honour,*  who  believed  in  Chrift,  and  expefted  that. his 
kingdom  would  foot)  appear  in  its  glory,  battened  away 
to  Pilate :  and  begged  the  liberty  of  taking  down  the' 
body  of  Jefus,  that  he  might  give  it  an  honourable  bu¬ 
rial,  inftead  of  its  being  interred  in  an  ignominious 
lUahner  with  the  bodies  of  the  other  toaiefadtors.  (See 
.note  on  Lake  xxiii.  50,  j;t.)  ■  7 

44  Pilate ,  hearing  this  requeft,  was  am  aked  to  think 
fhSt  but  Ldrd  fhould  expire  {0  foon,  and  could  not  Tell 
how  to  beTieve  it :  But,  fending  for  the  captain  of  the 
foldien-that  were  fet  to  guard  the  crofs,  he  inquired  of 
him,  'Whether  Jdiis  were  really  dead,  and  how  long 
he  had  beet)  fo. . 

43  And  the  centurion  having  allured  him,  to  his  full 
fao&Fa&ion,  that  they,  had  certain  prttof  of  bis  being 
dead,  {John  xix.  33,  34,}  the  governor t granted  Joftplfi 
petition,  and  gate  order  that  Chrifl’s  body  lhouid  be 
delivered  to  him.  -  ■* 

46'  Then  Jofeph  went  and  bought  lb  me  fine  linen  6i 
for  his  purpose.  And,  returning  in  Colgbthaj  took  down 
the  body  "from  the  cf&fc  j  and  winding  the  linen  shout 
it,  according  to  the  Ouffom  of  the  Jews,  he  buried  it  id 
a  new  fepntfchre,  which  was  a  cave  cut  in  a  rock,  and 
prepared  for  himfelf  to  lie  in ;  and  having  depofited 
ChriftS  bbdphere,  he  placed  a  great  ftone  at  the  mouth 
of  the  fepulchreto  iudofe  it*  and  prevent  any  farther 
inhuman  ufage  of  the  precious  reirts ins.  ' 

47  And  Maty  Magdalene^  with  the  other  Mary  the 
mother  af'^eS,  like  true  mourners,  followed  the  corpfe 
to  its  Interment,  and  took  particular  notice  of  the  fepcl- 
ehrt  in  which  it  Was  laid,  and  of  the  ftate  of  things  there* 


RECOLLECTIONS; 

How  Stocking  is  it  to  think,,  that  theft  fliould  ever  be  fuck  perrerterieflr,  aMl- 
nacy,  and  inhumamtyy  in  the  heart  ,  of  man,  as  were  found.  araoSg  tbe  high* 
piiffis,.  populace,  and  foldier«,  agatnft  fo  innocent,  meek,  and  divine  a  perTon,  as 
oufNfcJIrd  Lord!  Strange,  that  loud  HtfanOas  Ihoiiid  be  fo  foon  changed  into 
Crucify  ertttify  him  ;  and  that  Piixte  coiilddare  to  aft  fo  d.ireftly  contrary 
to  the  owiviftioD8  of  his  own  confcience  in  condemning  him !  And  O  ho#  mul- 
lipttfti  And  dtftreffing  wtretbe  fofieringt  of  our  dear  Saviour !  After  be  had  be-.-n 
bunfled  about  and  abufed  all  night,  how  was  he  hurried  away  to  the  judgment* 
hatt,  and  made  2  public  fpe£tade  early,  in  the  morning!  With  what  rancour  did. 
the  barbarous  crew  rtift.  out  agatLlt  him !  How  was  the  viler",  of  maidfaftors  pro* 
Vol.  I.  .  J  Z 
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feircd  be^rr  him'.  Wtat  ad  infamous  ami  unrighteous  frnteoce  was  it  that  paflVd 
upon  bim !  With  what  contempt  and  crudty  was  he  treated,  before  he  came  to  bis 
croft,  and  alt  the  while  he  was  hanging  upon  it !  And  who  knows  thedifireft  that 
h  e  underwent  iji  his  body,  and  the  Ml  greater  anguifti  of  foul  that  he  felt  under  the 
for£ikinj*$  of  ills  Father  and  his  God  l  Oh  the  aftoui/hing  patience  and  love  of  the 
dyinjr  Redeemer,  that  he  would  lilcntly  and  willingly  undergo  all  this,  in  the  room 
and  head  of  fimmrs,  and  he  contented  to  be  numbered  with  tran%reffbrl!  "With 
what  holy  bnivci'y  did  he  own  his  true  character,  whatsoever  ft  might  coft  him  I 
How  calm  was  he  under  all  injurious  Accusations  and  affronts?  and  how  was  he 
led,  as  a  flieep  to  the  fiaughter!  What  dear  accompaniment*  were  there  in  him 
of  ancient  prophecies  concerning  the  MdOah  in  bis  fuffering  character!  And 
what  honourable  tcflimoniea  were  given  to  him,  amidlt  all  his  dHgtace,  by  the 
prodigies  that  appeared  at  his  death ;  by  Pilate,  who  bore  witnda  to  Urn  as  an 
innocent  perfon  and  as  the  king  of  the  Jems ;  by  the  ctnturion,  who  w »  forced 
to  own  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God;  by  Jtfepb  of  Arimathea*  who  gave  him  a 
re -pufabtc  burial ;  and  by  the  good  women,  whole  lore  carried  them  above  their 
fears  of  danger,  that  they  might  be  eye-witneffesof  all  that  pafledj  and  teftify 
nffi-Ci  o-wte  refpc&to  him  in  a  defigned  embalmentl  And  boatman »e  fiifficiently 
love  *  nd  honour  him,  who  thus  amazingly  loved  uvand  gj^  for  us ! 


CHAP*  XVI* 

An  angel  tells  three  -utemen  of  the  refurteflion  of  Chr ifi,  je/us 

himfelf  appears  to  Mdry  Magdalene,  9,-11.;  to  two  cf  hit  difct - 
pies,  12,  13.;  and  then  to  she  apofiks  all  together,  14.  He  fends 
them  forth  to  preach  the  gofpet,  1 5*— 1 8* ;  and qfeends  into  heaven, 
19,  20* 

Tttx»  Paraphrase. 

A-^fiWath  'M’O^  after  the  fabbath  was  paft,  in  the  dawn  of  the 
part,  Muy  ^  morning,  {Mat.  xxviii.  i.)  which  was  the  eotnnce 
Msf!*tfeC«sf *fr  00  ®rl^  daf  week,  Mary  Magdalenet  and  the 
of  Jain«!anasa-  other  Mary  who  was  the  mother,  of  James  the  hfs  and 
Ionic,  had  bought  of  Jofest  and  Salome  the  mother  of  Zebedet'v  children, 
Ik*”  hallened  away  to  the  fcpulchre  j  which  they  reached  by 

,nd  anoint  bim.  fon-nfing :  And,  having  bought  proper  ingredients, 
1  And  vny  ear-  they  came  with  a  defign  of  teftifying  uieir  refpe£t,  by 
emba^in8.tiie  body of  Jefus  \  thdr  faith  failing  with 
of  the  week,  they  regard  to  his  reiurrection,  which  be  had  oiice  and  again 
etui e unt 0  the  fc-  foretold  whillt  be  was  yet  with  them* 

fifrf 'tterw!*'  .  3» A:  A,V*>  38  going*  ^7  were  perplexed 

3  And  they  laid  ia  their  minds  about  getting  the  great  Hone  removed, 
among  then,  -  which  they  ohferved  (chap,  xv,  46,  47,)  Jofipk  of  Art- 

/uiTui  »wy  the  bad  laid  at  thc  opening  of  the  fcpulchre  to  flop 

<h>ne  from  the  it  up  >  for  the  ft  one.  was  fo  large,  that  they  feared  they 
(WorjifHitftimU  fliotild  not  be  able' of  tbemfclves  to  ftirit  f:  But  upon 
r  *hcn  coming  to  the  place,  they  found,  to  their  great  amaze* 

they  looked,  they  ment,  that  the  Hone  was  by  fome  means  or  other  already 
wurd’iedlwa™)  remo,red  *  f°  that  the  paflage  was  quite  clear. 

Jbr  j  it  was  very  great*  c  And 

N  o  T  R. 

t  It  ftem,  they  knew  nothing  of  ihe  watch  fibbaih.day,  Mall,  xavit.  Si,— 66.  ;  and 
th»t  was  fet  to  guard  thv'  i'-pnlchre,  cr  of  therefore  they  had  no  aaprebcofiou  of  dif- 
hratmg  the  ftooe,  which  were  done  oa  the  ficulty  from  thence. 


Ch.  xvi. 

5  And  enter¬ 
ing  Upoiheftpvl- 
core,  they  fiv  a 
young  man  fit¬ 
ting,  on  the  right 
ilfltj  clothed  in  a 
long  white  gar¬ 
ment;  and  they 
were  affrighted. 

0  And  be  faith 
unto  them.  Be  not 

affrighted;  ye  feet 

JduiofNuarrth, 
which  war  cruci¬ 
fied  :^tw  is  rileti; 
he  rs-not  here : 
hdiald  the  place 
where  they  bid 

him. 


T  But  go  your 
war,  tdi  bis  dif- 
ciplu,  and  Peter, 
thu  begoeeb  be¬ 
fore  you  imoOa- 
IHce:  there  (ball 
ye  fee  him,  us  be 
laid  utuo  jwu-  ■ 


B  And.  they 
went  out  quick¬ 
ly*  and  Bed  from 
thefepubhre;  for 
they  trembled  * 
and  were  aim- 
zed:  neither  bid 
they  any  thing  to 
any  man  :  for  they 
were  afraid.  . 

9  Now  when 
J^/ki  was  ri&Q 
early,  the  firrt  4*y 
of  the  week,  he 
appeared  firfr  to 
Mary  Magdalene, 
nut  of  whom  he 
hid  cifl  (even  de¬ 
vils. 
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5  And,  %  going  into  the  fepuJehrc,  they  faw  qne 
angel,  and  afterwards  another  with  him,  {Luke  xxiv* 
4.)  in  the  fikenefs  of  a  young  man,  clothed  with  a  long 
garment,  which  was  exceeding  bright  and  fhining ;  and 
they  were  ftruckwith  great  confulion  and  fear  at  this 
unexpected  and  furprifing  light,  not  knowing  what 
might  be  the  meaning  of  it*  - 

6  Then  the  angel  fpokc  kindly  to  them,  faying,  Do 
not  be  difcouraged,  or  aj>prehcnd  dm  any  evil  has  be¬ 
fallen  your  Lord>‘or  {hail  come  to  you  :  I  know  that, 
in  the  fincerky  and  fervour  of  your  affc&ion,  ye  are 
come  to  feet  after  the  Saviour,  who  was  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Jefus  of  Nazaretky  and  was  the 
other  day  crucified:  I  tell  you,  for  your  comfort,  he  is 
rifen,  and  is  no  longer  to  be  found  among  thfijlead; 
obferve  the  place  where  bis  body  was  laid,  and  do  not 
give  way  to -any  further  fears.*. 

7  But  go  to  bis  apoftlcs;  and  particularly  to  Peterf 
who  moll  of  all  needs  a  word  of  comfort  under  his  bitter 
anguifh  of  fptrir  on  account  of  his  late  denial  of  hia 
Lord  :  _Let  him,  with  the  red  of  them,  know  what  yc 
yourfefves  have  now  fecn  and  heard  and  tell  them  for 
their  further  fati&faflion,  that,  before  they  can  get  into 
Gaiilcty  Jefus  will  be  there,  ready  to  ihew  himfclf  alive 
to  them,  according  to  whac  he  promiftd  a  little  before 
bis  death.  t.  (Chap^xiv,  28.) 

8  Hereupon  the  good  woman  hurried  away  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  fepulchre,  full  of  difeompofure  and  fur- 
prife,  and  ran  with  all  fpeed  to<k]tver  the  angel's  mef- 
fage  to  the  difciples;  and  fo  great  was  their  conftema- 
tion,  and  their  fear  of  the  Jewy  that  they  took  no  no¬ 
tice  of  thefe  things  to  any  whom  they  met  with  in  the 
way. 

9  Now  the  refuriefiion  of  Chrift  wa$  a  point  of  fuefi 
vaft  importance,  that  he  would  not  leave  the  evidence 
of  it  merely  to  the  teftimony  of  angels;  but  on  that 
very'day,  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  in  the  morning  of 
which  he  rofc  very  early  from  the  dr-ad,  Jefus  himfcJf 
met  with  Mary  Magd^mr^  whom  he  had  before  de¬ 
livered  from  the  pofleffion  of  feven  devils ;  andy  to  fliew 
his  homing  condefccnfion  and  grace,  he  firti  of  all 
madehimfclf  known,  in  a  plain  mid  familiar  manner,  ti> 

,herf  (See  the  note  on  John  xviii,  2.) 

Z  2  ao  And 


N  O 

\  It  may  be  uncertain  whether  they  enter¬ 
ed  mto  the  (cpulchrt  in  which  Chrift^  liody 
vu  laid  ;  or  only  into  what  fome  all  tlic 
outward  fcpulqhre,  meaning  a  Ipace  before  it 
indoied  with  a  fence  or  wall.  But  if,  accord¬ 
ing  10  tbe  sole  on  Jabn  i.  this  account 


T  E. 

and  that  in  x\\v.  ti  rre  nor  the  fan  t 
with  tbok  kculJc.1  iii  x/viii.  jt  6. 

and  Jvh#  xx.  jj,  n,;  di  ibt  toil  ^riii- 
C:f"ro  may  be  lpuTOt1,  vM  -b  ha*  Irecn  trvipl*, „  - 
rrl  for  rcfonri^rg  the  hickvry  tn  the  u*o  fi-  S 
CVaJl£tii&  ULlb  rijal  oi  dir  tw  M*. 


35* 

<o  jW  foc  went 
and  told  them 
that  had  b^n 
with  him,  ixthcy 
mourned  *ud 

WC‘ t- 


it  And  tltey9 
when  they  bad 
heard  that  lie  was 
□live ,  and  had 
been  fern  tif  lief, 
believed  nnp 
i  a  ^firrthatj 

be  appeared  in  * 


went  into 
country 


the 


Tbt  Evangelij} Mark  faraphrafed.  Ch.  xvi, 

10  And  having  now  Teen  him  with  her  own  eyes,  and 
been  fully  farisfied  by  bis  difcourle  with  her  that  it  was 
really  he,  {Jobi  xx.  14,^17.}  the  went  to  the  apoftlcs, 
who  ufed  coaftantly  to  attend  him,  and  were  at  this  in- 
flsjnt  bewailing,  with  tears- and  forrow  of  heart,  the  Jofs 
of  tlifir  Lord,  and  their -own  late  unworthy  behaviour 
toward  him ;  and  (he  -gave  them-' a  full  account  of  her 
interview  with  him* 

1 1  But  (««)  ootwitbftandmg  alt  that  (lie  told  them 
of  her  own  having  feen  Jefu$.aKve,  and  tailed  with  him 
herfdf,  they  were  too  full  of  fears  and  prejudices  to  be* 
lieve  that  he  was  really  rtfen  from  the  dead. 

il  Afterwards,  on  the  fame  day,  as  two.  of  his  dif- 
ciplefi  were  walking  in  the’ country  toward  Ertmau;* 
nu4b<rr  f.>rm  unto  our  Lord  appeared  to  them ;  send,  by  a  (Supernatural  in- 
wJk^and  fluence,  hindered  their  difeeming  him  for  fame.  time 

-  in  bis  own  proper  (bape  and  features,  till  at  laft  he  fo 

plainly  difeovered  himfelf  that  they  certainly  knew  him. 
{Lube  xxiv.  rtf,  31.) 

1  \  Then  they  likewise  haflened  away  to  .the.  reft  of 
the  difciples,  and  told  them  how  Jefae  bad  appeared  to 
them  5  but  (till  they  wefe  fo  very  diffident,'  and., flow  of 
heart  to  believe,  that  f  neither  would  this  further  pofi- 
live  evidence,  froirLtwp  other  unexceptionable  witnef- 
fes,  fully  fatUfy  them. 

14  After  this  Jefus  appeared  again,  on  the  fame  day, 
and  that  was  to  £  ail  the  eleven  apolUes,  except  Thomas* 
while  they  were  eating  together ;  and  be  dud  them  for 
periifting  in  their  unbelief,  and  for  being  fo  ftnmgely 
Ilupid  as  not  to  be  convinced  by- the  fcveral  plain  ac¬ 
counts  which  they  had  received  from  eye- witnefles  of  his 
refuneclion,  in  confirmation  of  what  he  had  often  told 
tWm  whid»  had  them  before- band  about  bis  riling  again  on  the  third  day. 
VE,i  ,r™a  c  IS  And  having,  after  this,  during  his  ahodeon  earth, 
frequently  Ihewn  himfelf  to  htsjipoftles,  far  the  greater 
confirmation  of  their  faith,  and  further  in,;ruation  a- 
bout  the  glorious  things,  of  his  kingdom,  {JSis  i.  3.} 

he, 

.  N  O  T  .  E  S. 

f  Though  in  Lrfr.xxiv.  34.  it  u  fiid,  that,  apptar*d  w  Simon,  rffi  ht  rwW  wwr  nn:* 
ft  tfcr  return  of  (lie  two  itifcipkf ,  they  heard  L—'  JL  -A—  *  -  41  *  "  1  '  1 

the  eleven  faying  L*rd  has  rtfen  indeed 
and  h.i*  eppezredto  ftlninn  ;  yet  that  may  h $ 
imdcrfhjotl  uilirr  of  their  declaring  what 
Petit  had  lYul,  than  of* heir  tnvir  firmly  be- 
Jitvmg  It  ;  for  a'ben  J^fiw  him  (I  If  aftertfimly 
appeared  to  them,  doubtful  /Aswrjbf  jrtfe  to 
f  W  h$a*l f,  and  tht*i It  til'll  Mtrxd  not%  LnSu; 

XKiv.  38,  41-  Ana  Dr  L^S/M/conjtaptt;, 
that  Pete*  tj,u  nnc  of  the  two  who  faw  Chjift 
at  Etfwr.iaf  /  and  that  the  reft  of  the  e'even, 
f'dflg  him  reioro  fit  Suddenly  and  uurxpetf- 
(y  to  them,  cried  our,  Ccn^afy  Lord  idj 


il  And  they 
nrent  and  told  it 
unto  the  ivGdue , 
neither  Ittlkvtd 
they  tiKUJ. 


T4  Afterord 
he  appeared  Unto 
rhe  eleven  as  they. 
fn  at  meat,  and 
Upbraided  them 
Mrich  thdr  unbe¬ 
lief  and  hardoefs 
of  heart,  becaafe 
they  believed  not 


UM&nfen* 

1$  Aodhcfkid 
-  ■  nn* 


bac* fijwn*  M*r\  "ifffrr*  <m  xmv, 

t  we  arctnU,  Jn&u  ax.  t±.  iImi  Thm-t 
u-a*  not  then  prcfent.  ;,bui  Chrifl1*  apjioring 
to  all  the  apoftlcs  except  him,  t$  failed  h;$ 
appealing  10  rh*  r ,Vivx,  hceauG:  it  at  an 
afkTulify  of  the  a|ioll!r*,  vbhich  then  ecnfitl- 
ed  only  of  eleven,  and  was  theft  tore  denomi¬ 
nated  from  thdr  number,  though  Tbuttuu, 
uas  abfent  j  u*,  m  John  xx*  *4,  aud  1  (  V. 
xv*  j*  they  ate  cajkd  the  fvreh^  il«>ugh  fjir* 
dn  vw  d^i,  bvcauCc  that  had  been  their 
number,  which  wa*  to  b:  filled  up  ng^ln. 


Ch;  xvi.'  Tbt  EvangeUjl  MAiK  parapbfizJird;  jjf 

patothperjj.^T1  he,  'Z  litric  befcrb  his  ifcenCon,  gave  them  their  final 
aBt*  fading  commU&oDy  laying,  Go  ye  forth  in  my  name 
*nl°  hH'thh -nations  of  the  earth,  and  preach  my  gpfpcl^ 
cMiuri  arye  ha*®  opportunity,  to  alt  mankind,  whether  JViif  or, 

£rat&,-*wHhaut  exception  %. 

iv«t|  Awfbr-  -  id-  Whdever  lhal!  believe- in  me,  by  means  of  an d  ac- 
carding- to  the  word  .which  I  ovddr  yen  .to  preach,  and 
ihallfaiernrilyprofefsliisfaithin  me,  hnd  claim  the  pri- 
tbaebdfbnh'nM  -  vi)eg&  ami i  field  himfeifup  t<r  the-  obligations  of  the 
fl»#  tn.<^aMd.i  gofpial-eeveaatn,  by  beipg baptized,  he- (hall  obtain  eter¬ 
nal  falv^tion.  (5ee  the  note  041  Mutt,  xxvjii.  ly.)  But 
-whoever.  fttall'finaUy  reject  the,  through  .unbelief,  pull 
fuSier.th^  damnation  of  411  eycrlaftiog  MV  •' '"  . 

.17  Asri/iticft  .  *7>  iS.-And^iattny.gttfpcl}^ and  my  Caving  character 
figas  W  £41a»  according  to  .-it*  may  be;iijie*cepriohably  confirmedf-and- 
u^T  ''to  m*’  ^ 0f * oirfl Jy-projrag »red j •■wjtfi -gr if3t  faccbfs,'  and  upbuilt - 
.p!!f  ‘iji; ifer&'may  have :no  exenfe  for  their  fin;  they. who. believe 
e»ft  out  deviU;-  iftqtp,and  ’depend  .upon'mj  power  .to  affift  and  own. 

tbenvin-my  Work,  fhail  be  enabled  to  dg  the  following 
T  id  They  StluU  Ibeb;  tike  -  wonders;  as  Ggns  of  fpiritual  bene  fit  s 

tak«  up  (crpconr'1  whicHjbey  lhail  be  the  means  of  eotivcyiiigto  the  fouls 
"JKS  of  otber^  Tbey,  bv  calling  on  my  pam^-Jhall.caft  wt 
ii  boll  put  hurt  evil  ffunts  from  thme.  that  were  corporally  poflefled^ 
them;  tiw^diiU.-  (hall  readily  fpeak  various  languages,  which  they  tie- 
ver  learnt  by  human  teaching;  (hall  handle  themoft  vc- 
ihallreriwm  1  nompiis  vipers;- mithoMt  fuflering  any  . injury  by  them; 

.  yea,  if  af  any  time  theyjake  a  poifonons  draught,  it  ihall 
notoper  are  to  the  tkftroying  of  their  lives  or  health -,-*nd 
vhatfoever  difeafes  others  maybe  afflicted  with,  they,  by 
laying  t  he  ii  hands  gpon  them  in  my  name,fball  heal  them. 

tp  So  rim  if-  *9  When  oar  Lord  had  delivered,  many  inftiu&ion*, 
tw  the  i.onl  had  commands,  and  promiles  to  his  apoiUcs,  in  frequent 
^^"/"rectrfved  conver^es  w**h  them  for  forty  days  together  after  his  re- 
up  Tow  bewen,  furteftion,  he  vifibly  afeended  before  their  eyes  from  the 
awl  lit  on  the  mount  of  Olives^  till  a  cloud  intercepted  their  tight, 
right  Iliad  of  i,  j,  jf  p,  12.) ;  and  be  was  received  with  all  ac¬ 

ceptance  and  joy  into  the  higbeft  hen ven,  where  he,  as 
Mediator, took  his  place  with  mnjefty  and  grandeur,  be¬ 
ing. feated  on  a' throne  of  glory  with  God  the  Father, 
that  he  might  rule  with  all  authority  and  honour,  for 
the  good  of  his  people,  and  confulion  of  his  implacable 
enemies. 

a*  And  they.  20  And,  foon  after  this,  the  apoftles,  being  filled 
wt,,t  with  the  Holy  Gholt  from  their  exalted  Head  and  Sa¬ 
viour,. 


NOTE 


\  This  was  the  plain  import  of  CHrilVs  afterward*  ;  and  fo  confix!  tS-vr  mirvfb.i- 
CAmmiffton  ;  though  the  ipotiles  themfrfces  tions  to  the  Je^riy  till  Pocr  w;s  more  iiu'y' 
were  fo  dull  of  apprehenAfin^  through  tlicir  inflrL^ftl  hy  a  and  lent  preach  ch; 

prtjikHircs  a^a'inft  ific  CcnfiUst  that  tbcf  did  gpfpc;  ro  CcmeHas  ami  his  dtl*  x, 

fltrt  it  iu  that  feoli  for  ic  me  jxi/s 


358  72*  Evangeli/i  Marl  par&phrafed.  Ch.  xvi. 

wait,^b>  “»*  viour,  {A£U  ii.)  proceeded  to  execute  thtir  commiffion, 
T*cre,thc  Lord  beginning  at  Jerusalem :  And,  trardHog  from,  thence 
working  with  to  different  parts  of  the  world,-  firft  among  thc^ruu, 
diem,  and  con*  and  afterwards  among  the  Gentiles,  they  preached  the 
gtfpel*  whereTer  the?  went,  with  amazing  foccefr;  the 
iiig.  4ma,  Lord  Jefvis  making  their  words  efie£tuatlf  by  the  power 
of  his  Spirit,  on  the  hearts  of  innumerable  multitudes* 
and  dealing  their  doCtrine  wich  many  undeniable  trun¬ 
dles*  All  this  is  certainly  true.  May  the  word  of  die 
Lord  run  and  bcglorified l  Let  .every  one  fay*  Amen. 

RECOLLECTIONS/ 

Bleffed  be  God  for  a  rifen  and  afbended  Saviour,  that  he*  who  was  dead,  ti 
now  alive*  andlives  for  evermore,  with  all  mercy  in  his  heart,  and  alt  power  in 
hishaodf  And  oh  how  affedihg  and  encouraging  were  his  condefeenfion  and 
grace,  in  making  his  refurreftion  known  fo  fooa  to  a  difconfolate  M&rj  Magda* 
A»/et  out  of  whom  he  had  call  feven  devils;  and  toy  fet  of  ungrateful  difdples, 
who  had  fo  lately  dtiowned  and  detested  him;  and'  particularly  to  PtUrf  who 
had' done  enough  to  have  been  for  ever  afterwards  difearded  by  him  !  And.  what 
abundant  care  did  our  Welled  Lord  take  to  confirm  this  important  faA,  that  neither 
their  faith  and  hope,  nor  ours,  might  be  groundlcfe  or  in  raw!  He  introduced 
thedtfeovery  ofkbyftrongdrcumftancet,  and  employ edtwo  angels  to  a tt eft  it; 
and  then  he  himfelf  appeared  to  one  and  another,  and  to  alt  his  apoftles  again  and 
again,  yea,  at  laft,  to  abevsjivt  hundrcd brethren  at  dll  he 

had  thoroughly  conquered  their  perverfe  and  unrcalbnable  diffidence,  and  fully 
latisfied  them  that  he  was  indeed  their  rlfen  Lord  and  Saviour*  And  fince  all  the 
evidences  which  gained  fuch  fignal  conquefts  over  their  unbelieving  hearts  are  now 
transferred  is  a  Jure  and  miraculoufty  confirmed  gofpel  to  us;  Slay  we  look  upon 
ourfdves  as  concerned  in  it,  and  be  no  more  fahhlefs  but  believing !  andtnay  w^ 
n'ihat  way  be  healed  of  all  the  foul-ficknefies  and  deadly  wounds  which  qiher* 
wife  will  prove  our  min!  For  falvatlon  or  damnation  thctnfelves  depend  upohbur 
veceiving  or  rde&ing  the  once  crucified,  and  now  exalted.  Saviour :  How  awful 
is  the  thought!  But  whilft  any  of  us  have  a  godly  jealpufy  over  ourfelves,  lcffc 
we  fbonld  rejeft  him  to  our  own  perdition;  may  our  truft  and  hope  be  in  his  grace, 
who  works  with  his  gofpd,  thatitlhall  be  the  power  of  God  to  our  falvatton! 
And  may  we  experimentally  find  it  tote  fb!  Amen. 


The  End  of  tke  First  Volume. 
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fitr  and  mercy  on  ihefobbjib~dayr  r,— u> 
Kmcs  for  fraytr^xx,  Chifii  twelve  *po* 

a  1 


olLUKE. 


files*  13,— itf.  Heals  many  ddfoetfot*  iT>— 
ip.  Mis  firm*  to  Us  SfiipUt  and  the  ml* 
fitade*  about  the  happinefi  of  faithful  fafer* 
en  fir  Us  Joke*  10,-13-  The  ndfrrp  of 
having  this  world  fir  *  portion*  14 
Love  la  enema*  and  dang  good*  17,— ^i. 
Mutifirrt  and  people  known  bp  their  frmts* 

39, -45,  And  tie  neufpty  of  proofing 
true  rttigion*  4 6,-49. 

CHAP,  VIL 

Cbrifi  tares  the  centxrarfs  firvant*  i^*«# 
Rmfit  the  widow's  fin  from  the  dead  at  Nain, 

.  11,— 18.  Jonn'j  mtffingrrs  to  Cbrifi,  and 
bisaafwerte  them ,  ip,— 13-  Hr s  tmmt 
of  John,  and  of  bit  mbtftry,  14,-30.  Ifu 
reproof  of  the  jews  for  rtjcBiug  both  John 
and  htm/elf  31,-35.  And  Ids  Wsfiralb* 
of  God%s  free  firgivenefs*  with  its  (Jfffr,  bp 
&e  findlitadt  of  a  forgive*  debtor*  j4,— 

5®*  P*  ^T- 

Chap.  VUT. 

Cbrifi  preaches  in  ftveral  places *  if — 4*  H is 

‘  farable  of  tie  fawer*  ninth  its  expBcatioa* 

5, — 13.  Jiff  parable  of  the  lighted  candle* 
i6,— iB.  The  high  account  be  makes  of  his 
true  di&ipla*  as  Si  ntarefi  relations*  rp.— 
11.  Hr  laps  a  fiorm  at  fra *  13,— zj.  Me 
cafis  a  tegho  of  devils  out  of  a  men*  and 
fujfert  them  to  enter  a  herd  of  frrme*  16,— 
36*  Mi  if  rejeQcd  bp  the  Gadarenei*  37  r“ 

40.  He  cares  a  bloodpfittM*  and  relics  J4I+ 

nra  *  daughter  from  the  dead*  p,  77- 

Ch4p,  JX, 

Jefis  fiends  forth  the  twelve  apofifcs*  I*— 

6.  Herod’*  perplexing  thoughts  about  him* 

and  dt fire  to  fie  Urn*  7,— p.  Hr  miraadtmfr 
Ip  feeds  five  than  find,  10,-17*  Mx 
tbfrourfe  with  bis  difclples  concerning 
htmfrffi  and  following  few,  1 8*— 17* 
His  trdttsfituradoa*  55,-36.  Hr/  **fi* 
tag  the  devil  out  of  a  youth*  wHtb 
the  dtftiplcs  had  attempted  without  fmeft* 
37  ,—41 ,  He  foretells  hi s  own  fuferu igs  to 
death*  4  3 >—45*  C&ieh  the  ambition  of  bis 
£fdpUst  4^—49*  Hcproves  them  fir  * 
party*  atd  reveugeful  frtrit*  49*-~ 

jtf.  And  Ibfws  The  danger  of  dehpssg  c**d  of 
drawing  back*  57, — 8**  P- 

Chap*  X 

Chr'ijTs  fOtcnvffica  to  the  Seventy*  1,— irt- 
lih  dfroterfr  with  a  lawyer  about  the  wap  of 
Gttasxwg  eternal  Ftfr,  1 5,— 37 *  rrpreef 

of  Martha*  and  Wiuuetiiaty  °f  X^Liry,  38, 
—4*.  (>-  1 03. 

CuAPf 


W  The  CON 

Cjup.  X F. 

JfaS  teaches  his  i l:fr\plet  how  to  pray,  i, — i  j, 
Citjii  out  a  du*t*b  dc  i  and  proves  that  he 
did  it  net  by  an t  power  of  devils*  1 4r- — 
2  6.  feiL'i  fW  dwrs  of  the  1  wrd  are 
bLjied,  1? ,  iS  -  Kcprows  tlx  ptrtterft- 
iitj\  and  obftiaacs  f  the  Jews,  ip, — 3d ;  and 
V'f  hypurify  of  the  Pbirifees  and  fonbes, 
and  denounces  woes  againfi  the «  for  i/,  37, 
— J4-  p.  Hi 

Chap,  xn. 

Csn'0  rwricwj  Aif  difcrples  agAnft  bypocrijy 
and  cowardice  in  their  prefeffott  and  preach 
tag,  f , — u.;  and  again}}  (oyetoufaefs,  2  j,— 
*  t .  Dirtfts  them  to  e^ft  dll  their  care  t/pvn 
God*  and  to  make  religion  their  chief  baft '- 
vefs,  Shews  them  the  nectfftlj  of 

■vtuftbfufnefs,  35,— 4#,  Bids  them  expect 

ptrf/.'utitti.  jfl — 1 1.  J»i  fitjp.W  Jhjk  >w_ 

pte  f  the  huger  of  n  eg  lefts  md  delays,  >4* 

—$9  p-  W* 

Chap,  XIIL 

C vrijTf  remarks  ttpon  the  deftruBicn  that  fell 
on  the  Gasans  and  others,  r,— J.  Jiff  pa* 
rabfe  of  the  barren  fig-tree*  (f^p,  /fir 
beating  acnUed  woman  an  the  fMati-eay, 
JO^JT.  Jfri  p/trnbtts  of  a  grain  of  m f~ 
iardfeed,  and  4f  Uavtn,  t 1  *  fut 
fteacBtn gt  and ndfmer  to  the  quefthn  wbetbtr 
few  pall  be  faved*  ny — 30*  if*  flighting 
Ucrod’j  tkreutoaiitgs,  and  iatnenfhg  over 
Jcrurilcm,  3 1  j — jj*  p,  140* 

Cvs?-  XIV. 

Chrlji  cures  a  drcpJjj  and  vindicates  lit  doing 
it  in  the  f;bb/ttdayf  1,-4  Hi;  fojfw  f 
bttndllty,  7,— u*  Of  ebdtriij to  the  pwfiit 
^  — t  .1*  The  parable  of  the  gu  efts  invited  to  a 
Zr'*t  fif? rrt  15,  **14.  A  defcnp&en  jef 
.  true  £feipftfkipt  is^j?  And  the  £frr- 
fw  basnet n  g»i/d  and  bad  niUtiftcrs  and  pta- 
ftifiri,  34,  3$*  p-  * j'D* 

Cha?,  xv, 

The  Phurifrts  ojTtodtd  at  Cbrift’s  tottverfittg 
\zukkyOttd  preaching  to,  tubiie*ins  and  ft  niters, 
J,  1,  Uj  visiMOatti  hi hl ft  If  in  ihi  parable 
of  the  loft  ft  cep,  — 7.  And  of  the  kft 
piece  of  mesrr,  8,— jo*  And  of  the  prodi- 
.&&!  fa,  11,— p.  isS* 

CjiaPv  XVt. 

The  rg&t  afe  of  worldly  enjnrmtotS  repreftKted 
in  the  parahte  of  the  Hxjujf  fievoaret,  1,*— 23 
A  reproof  of  tw  Phari  fees  for  thar  cove- 
hsjarfs  and  hypocrUf,  (8,  And  the 

danger  of  jino*\  onci  heart  »u  earffitp  irea- 
Jures  illujl  rated  in  t/^  p,i  ruble  tf  the  rj  ti  man 
and  Laurus,  ip, — >ji.  p*  id|. 

Chap.  XVH* 

Cb  rift's  di ft  oar  ft  ahouto fences  and  fargivirg  cf 
injuries,  1, — a*  About  fdsk  and  humitifu 
j, — 10.,  ifh  cMmt*g  ten  be  pen,  11, — jo* 
And  bii  accoufU  of  tie  nature  cfbis  ktagdomt 


TENTS. 

and  if  tfo  dcjfruUkn  f  the  Jewl(h 

P-  rjr. 

Chap.  XVIFL 

The  parable  f  the  importunate  midmt  J, — 8* 
-  Of  the  Fbuilcc  and  publican ^ 

-  Cbrift’s  kind  and  gracious  regard  to  infants^ 
U,— ij.  Th  rich  rulers  coating  to  Mmr 
and  Cbrift's  dtfcoarfc  pa  that  occefit*  wlh  his 
■  JifcipJes,  i8t — 30*  Hi*  predtfmn  of  ins  ram 
fofftrings,  death,  and  rfttrrcftiou*  31,-34, 
And  rtflmng  0  Mind  tuoudo  fight,  3J,— 4  J, 

p.  tij. 

Chap.*  XIX, 

The  eanvcrfok  ef  Z^ds^jjs,  — 10*  Th 

parable  of  the  ten  fcpkdf,  II,— 47. .  Chrift's 
riding  into  Jtrt3fa(cjpr  40*  Hii  la- 

nrfnn-Ag  over  it*  4t  ,—44*  An/ his  cafthg 

lb ! bwn  itth ft  Ml  tf  tk  tcmlu 

t-43*  KW> 

Crap*  XX*  ; 

Chrift's  yftjtdtcoiiott  of  Ms  authority  Ij  a  quejliets 
nvmt  John'*  bepftfin,  1, — 8*  The  parable 
of  the  vustyard,  9*-— Ip*  The  obedience  that 
if  to  be  paid  to  the  tivti  magiflratt,  xo, — id* 
The  refurteWioa  vtrtditat&Lag aiaft  TJbe  Sad- 
ducc«t  27, — j8.  -  The  fctfccppHtzUZ  vtisb 
a  qaefiion  about  CbrifTs.  being  fia, 

'30* — 44-  Add  a  caution  ogmnfi  the  fctiWs, 
4S|—4T-  ■  -  -  ■  P* 

Chap*  XXL 

CbrijTs  obfcrvathu  of  a  poor  widow's  cafiittg 
hue  mites  into  the  trefury^.ty—j^  <  }£{ fTC* 
didios  of  the  defttuBton  of  Jciiifcfcin,  as  a 
type  and  figure  of  the  ead  of -the  wr/J,  5,— 
33.  Hij  caution  to  he  watchful y  34, — 36, 
And  a  general  account  of  Ms  frtaelheg,  31, 
-  p-  H5* 

CMV-  XXIL 

JoU^fT  betraying  -hisiZfirTy 
'  eating  Ms  iaj*  fffover,  His  itfjf** 

tutint  Ms  fipp&t  ip,  10*  His  tEfcaurfcytiict 
j Ms  Stfdptos*  1 1 j8,  .  His  agony  in  the  gar* 
den,  39,-44.  j£j  being  apprfhutdtd,  47, 
~ — S  3-  Pc:cr*j  denying  hitn,  54,— fii.  And 
Ids  trial  W  condemnation  in  the  hig^pnf  s 
bat!T63>--ji.  .  f  "PriAj* 

Chap.  XJtTTt.  ‘ 

drift's  trial  before  L  Pihtc*  1, — 5.  Hi$  exa- 
Mojica  before  IJaod*  6, — 14-  if}?  fMr~ 

thtr -trial  before  PiLit,  .1 1,— *4*  -A‘l  9v- 
.  etfxiptt^  .id*—  3ft-  TLt  (^ereoThehavtour 
‘  of  the  ptaUj Qft&rs  totrdrd  43-  fi^l 

death,  and  the  mr*^c/ri.  thAr  attended  i/, .  44, 

r-^9*  And  Ms  buTtaJt  $QsrrS&*  pi  *3P‘ 

ChaP*  XXIV,  ,  . 

The  rcfurrtftted  of  CM^fff  as  declared  to  the 
women,  t, — 8*  As  TeprefentidjQ  rf?  dijiy- 
pks;  Pj—tj  .  As  made  hawn  rty*  Cfrifl 
himftlf  to  two  f-tbrm ^Tifbq  ‘were  going  to 
^Entf&aust-f  3* — IS*  .  To  tkt  nf.f  at' 
fim bled  tiigttber^  3^—491.  And,  fafi  f  aff, 
A  hi 1  fiepjkn  toieaven,  jo,— fj*  p*  ij>- 

TU 


A  PRACTICAL 


EXPOSITION 

O  P  T  H  E 

Evangelift  ,  L  U  K  E, 

In  the  form  of  a  Paraph  rase. 


C  H  A  P.  L 

Tbt  preface  to  tint  gofpel,  I, — 4.  The  conception  and  office  of  John  .the 
Baptift,  5,-25. ;  and  if  €hnft%  26,-38.  The  interview  between 
the  virgin  and  Elifabcth,  39, — 45.  The  virgin's  fang  f  praife% 
46, — 56.  The  birth  and  circumcifon  f  John  the  Baptift,  57,— <>6* 
Zacharias*;  Jong  f  praifet  671—779.  John’/  infancy t  8o< 

—  T*”-  .  -  Paraphrase. 

Fun^ih^Je  *CTTH e k e  a s  f  fever  al  perlons  have*  either  from  a 
nken  in  hand  to  ”  principle  of  piety,  or  from  curiofity,  undertaken 
**  -w*  *°  t^raw  UP  narratives  of  the  birth,  life,  do&rincs  and 

of  death,  refurraftion  and  afeenfion,  of  our  Lord  'Jefus 

which  are  rootf  Ghrift,  which  are  firmly  believed  by  bis  difciplefi  upon 
tody  believed  *-  the  fulteft  evidence  > 

n  Tina  u  they  *  And  as  thefe  are  points  of  the  utntoft  confequeuce, 
delivered  them  which  have  been  moftly  written,  and  are  generally  be* 
fwm  the  bed*  according  to  the  faithful  and  well-attefted  teT 

ring  were^T  P01-®  that  have  Ixen  made  by  tbofe  who  were  from  firft 
witreOes,  and  to  laft  the  confhnt  attendants  of  his  miniftry ;  and  fi> 
nmiftei*  of  the  were  ear-witnefles  of  his  doftrine  and  eye*w!rtneffes  of 
*  *•---  miracles  which  confirmed  it ;  and  were  fent  forth 

*,  £  jTdib  ^  M08  bimfclf, .  as  bis  apoffles,  to  preach  the  gofpd  : 

hat  3  I  aJfo,  moft  noble  J  7 'bsophiius  j|,  having  fought 
Voi,.  II.  $  A  after, 

NOTES. 

f  As  wrote  from  his  own  know-  plied  to  Ftfix  and  AXh  xxhr.  3,  8t 

ledge,  and  J £6*  wrote  *ft<r  I*h;  the  mip  uvi  t$ * 

bare  Spoken  of  fetm  plainly  to  refer  to  feme  g  The  word  here  ufed,  fs 

hiftmics  that  were  drawn  op  by  boDeft*  thV  In  fitlm  afttr%  and  to  attain :  And,  when 
nnmlpind  men,  according  to  the  beff  infer-  it  a  applied  to  the  iamdt  it  fignifes  (cwi- 
matious  they  could  get*  but  are  long  face  loft*  uti,)  to  pmavt  and  or  to  folfra> 

J  Tbwpbllmt  figmtitt  afew  e/  And  a  fpeaker  with  eftntim  and  underj?dMJi*f  * 
tlut  this  was  not  a  term,  'Importing  merely  and  duo  5r  feems  to  be  tuhefi  In  t  TinL  in 
any  of  dial  ch?ro£Uf ;  'but  iliac  it  was  the  6.  and  t  71m,  iiL  to.  Our  eeangelift  there- 
reai  name  ofVcemm  perfen  to  whom  rhe  fere  might  life  this  word  to  intimate,  that 
twHfdiff  wrote,  appears  from  its  being  ufed  he  feught  after  and  aiumoi  divine  gnidaneo 
in  life  fingnbr  number  hero  ind  in  t,  (01^1*)  from  above,  and  then  followed  it 

aod  thv  with  rhe  tick  of  vtoji  n  r.Mr,  or  wiib  eufl  attention  atid  in  com  poling 
Juft  So  the  f*me  m-suntr  ir  is  *ip-  hif  lrUcty* 


t 

Airing  had  pef- 
ftfl  underrtatnd- 
h\'£  of  all  thing? 
from7  i  he  wry 
Arti,  to  write  nn- 
to  thee  in  order, 
mod  excellent 
TUcephiluft 

q  That  *  thotf 
mfghted  kiiatf 
the  certainty  of 
rhoJe  thing* 
wherein  thtxdioA 
Aecaindna£±d» 


TBe  Evangelijl  Luke  p&raphrafed*  Co*  u 

after,  and  obtained  an  exafl  knowledge  of  all  tbefe 
things,  frorntbeir  \*ery  beginning,  not  only  by  tradition* 
but  likewife  by  fiich  a  divine  influence  from  above  f  a* 
prefcrves  me  from  miftakes  about  them,  thought  proper 
to  write  (*«^%)  a  cnane&ed  and  particular  account  ert 
them,  to  rectify  the  errors  of  thofe  who  haw  proceeded 
upon  hearfay* 

4  This  i  have  done,  that  you  may  have  fuch  an  in* 
formation  as  certainly  to  be  depended  upon  of  the 
true  ftate  of  tfiefe  important  affairs  into  which  }. 

you- have  already  been  initiated  as  catechumens,  vfe  to 
be,  in  order  to  your  being  ftiH1  better  acquainted  with 
them,  and  confirmed  in  them* 


j  fTriltlir  wx* 
X  inthedsys 
of  Herod  the  kfci£ 
of  Judea,  a.  «r- 
tain  pfiell  mmed 
ZtthiTitt,  Of  the 
OlQfJc  of  Abut- 
and  his  wife  uv u 
of  the  daughter! 
of  Aaron,  and 
her  naCEA  mor  K* 
tifakLlw 


d  And  they 
were  borh  righte- 
on  I  before  God, 
ivalkiog  in  ail  the 
wmnandincms 
audordi(U4>oe«  of 
Hie  Lord^Jdaroe- 
fa&. 


rT,0  begin  then  with  a  ftiort  account  of  John  the  Bap* 
■*■  tijlf  the  forerunner  of  our  Lord,  which  will  natu* 
rally  lead  us  on  to  the  hiltory  of  Chrift  bimfelf:  There 
was  in  ■  the  reign  of  Herod  the  Great  r  who  held  the 
kingdom  of  Judea  fay  deputation  from-  the  Roman  em¬ 
peror,  *  certain  prieft,  Zachariaj  fay  name,  who*  be¬ 
ing  of  the  family  of  Abiat  was  one  of  thofe  that  were 
to  officiate  in  the  eighth  of  the  twenty-four  courfes, 
into  which  the  family  of  Aaron  was  divided  in  David* 
time,  (i  Cbron .  xaiv;  j, — 19-);  and  then  ame  of  his  wife 
eras  BliJabtthr who  was  likewife  adefeendent  from  Aaron - 
6  As  to  the  character  and  ctrgumftaoces  of  thefe  two 
peribns,  both  of  rirem  were  eminent  fot  religion,  not 
in  appearance  only,  but  in  a  fincere  eanfciemioua  re¬ 
gard  to  God,  as  fenfible  of  their  being  always  under  hit 
eye  \  and  hi  the  account  of  God  himfelf,  who  accepted 
them,  as  righteous  in  his  fight :  Arid  this  was  clearly 
trianifclted  by  tbe  tenor  of  their  lives,  they  being  ftrift 
obfervers  of  aH  natural  duties  of  piety  and  morality,  and 
of  all  pofidve  inftfmions,  in  their  behaviour  toward 
God  and  man ;  fo  that  they  allowed'  themfelves  in  no 
known  fin,  and  nose  could  charge  them  with  any  re¬ 
markable  defeds. 


x  o  r  r. 


7  Aad 


At  this  aJvtrfi  (mfe,)  properly  Ggiri-  Icdged  (tat  be  was  under  dWinc  isAurace 
w*  from  abevt)  and  is  often  altd  m  tbit  h>  7tcvtt  him  front  miitakcs  in  W*  aamtiic 
tenfc  in  the  New  Tcjliment,  md  Is  a  difTe-  <rf  itiinn  which  he  himJcJl"  had  not  fen  or 
sent  word  from  t  which  is  jnlUr  hoard  immeduitly  ftow  Chrifl  himtclf? 

rendered  (vw  i.)  frvm  the  btthmatg. ;  and  as  This  ferns  to  be  of  no  fmaU  weight  to  effimr 
fume  weltmeamrtg  perfons  had  made  hjfto-  one  of  (w  ihr  carj^uy  of  his  w* 

jfel  collection*  of  ChrSJTs  difcoarfe,  as-  count,  fiotc  other*  Ue  he  mi£ht  be  liable  to 
vdl  as  oJf' his  works,  and  of  other  mili^kes  m  it,  as  well  a*  ocher  enujfpirod 

ti*rcly  from  ihdr  memories,  a*  they  hod  men  whole  writings  he  had  ukco  notkd  of 
beard  them  from  eye  and  Car  witnefles;  why  ver.  j.  Eui  I  have  iibcwilc  brought  into  the 
may  we  notfappofe,  £  hat  ottr  evangelic,  to  pur^phraft  another  *mrrpreiation  of  the  word, 
recommend  his  account  to  TtKQphilMt  u  mrfrtv,  *s  /A<  lb* 

tfkd  tai^ltf  i\'r;srti{j  he  decoded  upon,  alp  tlie  reader  may  chnie  tor  nuni'cl^- 


Ch.  i.  The  Evdngelijl  Luke  porapbrafed.  3 

v  1  Ajluu,1i5r  7  And  d10Ug*1  toy  were  persons  of  fach  excellent 
c vote  tbu  £I«fi-  charafters,  they  bad  been  denied  the  hleiGng  of  chil- 
beth  wu  barren,  dren :  For  Elijabcth  had  been  barren,  like  Sarah  the 
we  wdi  w*^e  Graham t  all  the  days  of  her  youth  j  and  now 
Arid»nia’f(ars.  hoth  the  hulband  and  wife  were  fo  far  advanced  in  years, 
*  as  to  be  pall  hope  of  having  any  child  in  the  common 
courfe  of  nature. 

«  And  it  came  9,  9.  But  (*«)  to  fhew  how  good  God  is  to  them  that 
wait  upon  him,  and  to  awaken-a  peculiar  attention  to 
prieftTofficc  be!  one  extraordinary  birth,  which  was  defjgned  to  lead  the 
fore  God*  in  the  way  to  another  (till  more  miraculous ;  while  Zacbarias , 
of  bis  according  to  the  courfe  of  his  family,  was  dtfeharging 
A^cHdingto  ^  prieltly  office  in  the  fandluary,  that  part  of  the  fer¬ 
tile  euftnm  of  rhe  vice  which  fell  to  bis  (bare  in  the  ufual  way  of  deter* 
pikft’s  rfc*.  hts  muiing  jt  by  lot  was  to  burn  intenfe  in  the  noly  place ; 

wh«i  be  ro  And  all  the  people  at  the  fame  time  flood  with* 
went  into  the  out  t,  filently  offering  up  their  prayers,  that  they  might 
temple  of  the  afeend  with  the  fmokc  of  the  irieenfe,  which  was  typi- 
i«  Aad  the  cal  of  the  interccffion  of  Chrilh 


were 


whole  mukitade 
of  the  people 
prying 
*  the 
time  of  iutcafc 
it  And  there 
appeared  iiato 
him  an  angel  of 
the  Lord,  Qand- 
lng  on  the  richt 
Cde  of  (he  auar 
of  mccnCc* 
ia  And  when 
Zidnrio  law 
La,  he  wu  tiw- 
bled,  and  fear  fell 
upon  him* 
ij  BoiKhean- 
gel&id  onto  him, 
rat  not,  Zado> 
tU* :  for  thy 
prayer  if  heard ; 
and  thy  wift  £- 
iiAbeth  Hull  bear 
thee  a  a  Coo,  and 
I  boa  Ihalr  nil  hi* 
name  John. 


ii  At  this  very  time  he  law  an  angel  of  God,  ap¬ 
pearing  in  an  illuftrious  form,  and  in  a  (landing  pofturc, 
on  the  north -fide  of  the  altar  of  incenfe,  which  was 
called  the  right  fide  of  the  hoiife,  (Ezrk,  x.  j.)  and  was 
on  the  pri eft’s  right  hand,  as  be  flood  miniflring  with 
bis  face  toward  the  weft  J,  where  was  the  holy  of  holies. 

ii  And  as  foon  as  Zacbarias  had  this  glorious  fight, 
the  extraordinary  appearance,  and  the  weakheft  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  together  with  a  confrioufnefs  of  his  own 
guilt  and  unworthineb,  (truck  him  at  firft  with  terror, 
as  fiich  vifions  are  apt  to  do  the  hoiieft  men  upon  earth 
while  they  know  not  what  may  be  their  meaning. 

13  But  the  angel  accofled  him  in  a  friendly  manner, 
to  compofe  his  mind,  and  encourage  his  attention  and 
bis  hope,  laying,  Zacbariait  let  no  fears  diftrafk  or 
diftrds  your  heart,  as  if  1  were  come  to  hurt  you,  or 
to  be  a  meflenger  of  evil  tidings,  while  ydu  are  mint* 
ftrihg  before  the  Lord,  and  I  appear  in  bis  houfe.  My 
errand  is  of  the  joyful  kind :  For  God  has  accepted  and 
anfweted  your  prayers,  for  all  Ifraet,  relating  to  the 
coming  of  the;Meffiah,  who  will  quickly  appear ;  and 
he  has  beard  the  petitions  which  you  hare  often  put  up 
for  yourfelf,  in  lo  much  that  EHfaBeth  yotir  wife  fliall 
conceive  and  bring  forth  a  fon  to  you,  who  (hall  call  his 

A  a  name 

NOTES. 


f  There  Genu  to  be  an  aliofon  to  thb 
cultom  in  Krv.  viii. 

1  The  entrance  into  the  tetftpk  ui  at  the 
uli  end;  end  they  who  went  in  to  tftnu 
anJ  pr»  toward  the  holy  oracle,  had  their 
face,  toward  tlie  wdl.  On  the  contnry,  i- 


dolatrous  wortbippeis  we«  reprefented,  xi 
ftanding  between  lit  part b  trail  tie  altar,  i nth 
tier  bath  tr-rord  tht  temple,  -rud  rbc.r 
toward  itf  eaft,  a\d  wwfiippiar  tie  /m  to¬ 
ward  tit  eajl,  Elck.  viii.  1 5.  r  \i,  ^kld.  at 
Syeejr,  fit.  U'l  c«/.  xvi.  $  t. 


4  The  Evangel!]}  Luke  parapbrafed.  Cb.i. 

Dane  John  |. 

14.  AM  Hum  14  And  the  birth  of  this  child  (hall  he  matter  or 
fhali  !>»»«  joy  suJ  great  joy  to  you  and  voors,  Dot  barely  becaufe  he  is 

old  ag^  beyond  all  cip^arion,  after,  you 
bit  birch.  had  been  to  many  years  chiicuets  ;  Wit  principally  on 

account  of  bis  extraordinary  qualifications,  work,  and 
cha.ra&tr;  and'  this  fttall  be  the  eaufe  of  great  glidncfs 
to  many  others,  who  ibntl’reap  in  happy  cowfequences. 
ij  ForhcSuX  15  For  though  be  will  nbt  be  great  in  the  world’s  ac¬ 
he  giwt  in  it*«  count,  with  refpeft  to  parentage-,  titles  of  honour,  ex- 
•iwi'lhaU*  drink  term!  appearances,  or  manner  of  life ;  yet  hc>flial)  be 
neither  wine  nor  a  ;fruly  great  man,  and  highly  bonomed  of  God  i.jjreat 
ftronyHuk  j  and  ;n  h;8  contempt  of  this  world,  in  his  office  and  endow- 
with  the  merits,  and  in  hii  falthfiilnefs,  ufefulnefs,  and  labours: 
}y  chuff,  .even  Amt,  like  a  Naznritr,  entirely  devoted  to  the  Lord  and 
from-hit  mother's  to  his  fervice,  he  fhalt  drink  no  fparituous  liquors,  but 
wombj  .  an  abftfemioos  life }  yea,  he  ihallbe  early  filled  with 

fuch  influences  from  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  impretfion  (hall  caufehtarto  leap,  even  in  bis  mo¬ 
ther’s  womb,  at  the  tidings  of  the  Saviour,  (ver.  41,— 
and,  from  his  childhood  up,  hotineb  and  purity 
of  life,  and  remarkable  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit, 
that!  appear  in  him. 

>s  And  fosny  16  He  (hall  lifcewife,  by  bis  do&rine  and  example, 
♦f  *>»e  ehiWren  o<  be  an  happy  mftrument,  in  the  hand  of  the  -Spirit,  for 
turrifag.rowy  from  their  iniquities,  and  from  their  falfe 
God.  opinions  aud  dependences,  to  the  Mefliah, '  that  they 

may  believe  in  him  who.  is  the  Lord  their  God. 
tt  And  hi  17  And  in  order  hereunto,  he- (hall  be  t  the  Meffiah’s 
Ml  g*>  bvfpre  forerunner ;  appearing  jtrft  like  Elijah  the  TifkBite,  in 
but)  id  uw  putt  ^.g  Ogjce.quai;ficsrt;ons  $  *  ltie  garb  and  feverity  of 

manners;  in  his  living' much  in  the  wilder nefs,  and 
havjpg  heaven  opened  to'  him  near  J&dan  in  his  an- 
thorkyaml  Xuithfulnefc,  zeal,  fervour,  and  fuccefo;  in 
the  perfeeuuous  that  he  (hall  faffer  for  bis  integrity ; 

and 

H  O  T  R  S. 

B  7^5*  tir  GcJ.  of  hi*  furaanner. 

Anil  j*  lignftiraiive  name*  were  ufrjUy  given  f  Theoqly  antecedent  to  A*  nbt  ire  Jr m9 
to  children*  the  anger*  ordering  this  to  bfc  U,  the  Lord  tbrir  God.  And  *bo  Wat  the 
pat,  itpotf  tlie  diiM  might  itNLfhate,  that  he  Jvmd  God  of  Tjraet,  "before  whom  Jtbx 
wa*- given  a*  a  gruckwt*  anfwcr  of  praverf  wit,  hut  the  L*vfl  Chrift?  He  was  the 
and  that  hi*  {h?ra£tcr  (HouM  ^rafp^nti  to  ./riMiirthcp,  uttPof  God  the  Father,  but  of 
Si*  mine,  a*  he  fbould  b'l  highly  in  favour  ClWilt,  of  ihon  ^  ^  ^  comtih 

vrWi  God,  uidenddcrl  wjELh  au  jltrtulinec  nf  fitter  wit  preferred  before  for  he  teas  ke~ 
grace;  anil  a*  he  rhnidd  open  the  my  ro  rhe  fire  me;  and  Ie*trihrvn:c  of  one  w 

imA  glorioo®  difisrniiuitn  of  grace  hi  the  tfa -u*iUeinttfo%&hib£jirtdgfothe  vrejofsbeLardt 
ktft^tloni:  And  tb  jdisz&iritifs  Julm  h  tj-,  13,  tfe  ms  feat  to  pK<P6r* 
Joctht  pray  era*  for  a  thltil*  and  the  prayer  Ghrlfi't  way  hffirc  him,  bm4  Wu  Eh* 
nfiich  he  as  the  reptefcOlire  of  the  pov(4c  whm  fhoulil  go  before  u  our 

uk*  pn^abfv  up  su  thft  very  time  in  LonI  hinifuK  ha$  rxphtiitd  it,  Mo/.xl  ih 

fhe  temple  for  ihe  j|>pr..ntvi  t\i  itie  14,  A  xvji-  io,- — 13,  See  thewai  on- 

aauld  U  ftsurk^ly  anf^ud  iu  thh  l/ktli  xi*  lo- 


Ch.  i, 

and  power  aF.E* 
to  turn  the 
hearts  of  the  fa¬ 
thers  uj  ;  Jthcfr 
duldiicn,  and  the 
difobediem  to  the 
witdotn  of ;  the 
juft  ;  to  r  make 
read f  a  pcopk 
prepared  for  the 
Lord. 


r9  And  Z4- 
chariu  laid  unto 
t  hearted*  Where¬ 
by*  ihall  I  know 
this?  for' tain  aft 
old  oun,  oad  my 
uife  udl  ftrltk- 
en  in  year*. 


1 9  And  L  *  the 
anjj-l_  anlWing 
£dd  unto  him,  1 
um  Gubrfd,  thac 
ltjnd  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  God; 
md  am  &ot  to 
tpi-ak  unto  thee* 
and  to  (hear  thee 
(he Jit  glad  tiding 


an  Abd  be* 
hoLlt  tbi  Iblt 
be  dumb,  and  not 
able  to  fpeak*  on- 
til  the  day  that 
tJicfr  (hull's  thill 
be  performed,  he- 
caufc 


Tbe  Evatigelijl  Lcee  paraphra/ed*;  £ 

and  in  his  being  filled  with  a  divine  fpirit  and  power* 
as  Elijah  was  in  the  worft  of  times*  to  bring  about  a 
reconciliation  of  young  and  old  J*  and  of  Jews  amt 
GentiUsy  to  one  another*  and  to  the  Lord ;  fo  that  the 
graft  Hubboi  n  ami  rebellious  fh  dl  be  made  wife  to  fid- 
vatiog,  which  is  the  trutft  wifdom,  and  is  found  inr 
thofe  only  that  are  righteous  before  God.  In  a  word* 
he  (hall  be  jnfhumental  m  malting  a 'people  ready  to 
receive  the  I^ord,  the  MefUvrh  ;  for  whom  they  have 
been  prepared  in  eternal  counfels;  and  for  whofe  got 
ming  John* s  mtniflry  (hall  have  prepared  them*  by  con¬ 
vincing  them  of  fiit and  of  their  need  of  fuch  a  Saviour,  by 
removing  their  prejudices  againft  him*  by  railing  theikr 
expectation?  of  him,  and  at  tail  by  (hewing  him  to  JfraeL 

18  Then  Zachariasy  in  the  unbelieving  workings  of 
his  own  heart,  aiked  the  angel*  By  what  token  ffiafll 
be  fitiafied  that  the  great  and  unlikely  thing  you  fpeak 
offhall  certainty  come  to  pais?  For  it  appears  altoge¬ 
ther  incredible  to  me,  becaufe  my  wife  has  not  only 
been  barren  all  her  days  hitherto ;  but  both  ihe  and  I 
are  now  fo  very  old,  that*  according  to  the  courfe  of 
nature,' “it  is  iinpoITiblc  for  us  to  have  a  child. 

19  The  angel  replied*  Do  you  queftion  the  truth  of 
this*  and  want  a  fign  to  prove  it?  My  appearing  to  you 
in  this  manner*  ami  in  this  holy  place,  is  fufficient  to 
confirm  it;  For  I  am  Gabriel^  a  chief  among  the  holy 
angels,  who  fUn d  con tin u ally  in  the  prefence  of  God 
to  receive  and  execute  his  orders;  as  I  was  difpatched 
with  a  gracious  meffage  to  Daniel^  concerning  the  Mef- 
(jab*  about  the  time  qf  tbe  evening  oblationy  (Dan.  ix* 
21*)  fo  I  am  now  fent*  by  God’s  fpectal  command*  to 
bring  thefe  joyful  tidings  to  you* 

■  20  And  fince  you  require  a  further  Ggn  to  aJFure  you 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  fay*  you  fhall  have  a  very- awful 
one,  which  (hall  be  a  juft  punifhmeat  of  your  prefent 
unbelief*  and  a  prefage  of  God's  Glenchig  the  Levkical 
priefthood,  as  well  as  a  merciful  fupport  and  confirma¬ 
tion  of  your  future  faith :  Behold*  you  fhall  inffantly  be 
flruck  dumb*  and  from  this  time  forward  net  be  able  to 
open  your  month  more*  till  the  child  I  fpeak  pf  fhall  be 

born  ; 

NOTE. 


|  ErirfAfof  itsf  oulifer  rn  Tfnwr, 

roay  be  rendered,  $9  Itmt  J be  b*rrts\tf  the 
fuibi-rs  1 nth  tbs  slaldrta  :  And  Dr  Ligfof&t 
obknrti,  tbi,  tn  the  vcriiizigi  of  the  pro- 
phrit,  the  church  of  the  Gtnfilet  are  fpokeri 
of  u  children  co  the  Jjpvri 'fit  chorch,  particu¬ 
larly  Id  Ifat  Ifr.  st  Gt  1 3*  &  lx.  4;  j*  9-  & 
lin.  f,  3t  Ixvi.  n±  AccurdWly  Gtntilc 
piihljcuu  end  folding  as  wdT  *s 


art*  eo  JoVi  hapiHm*  dup.  Hi.  ft,  14. — 1 
And  is  Kifrcxf-ufliJ-jKivtTj  prtpdfi'di  is  a  par¬ 
ticiple  of  the  prectr  tenic,  it  may  at  Infl  as 
well  refer  to  wLai  God  had  dune,  u  to  vthit 
John  Ihonld  do  in  p^rparing  a  peuplc  for 
thrift;  and*  raking  Xu^cst  for  t he  ablative 
Cife,  the  fenfe  *i1l  te,  a  people  prepare 
ihc  Lsrd+  I  \v*vt  therefore  iocUdcd  all  thdi 
fe^Ib  in  the  piuvrph^le* 


6 


The  Evangeft/t  Luke  parapbrafed. 


Ch.i, 


cmfe  thon  be¬ 
lt  not  my 
vordt  ,  widen 
4ha»  be  frltillrd 
in  their  (Won. 

it' And  the 
people  waited  for 
Zacbtri^)  and 
marvelled  that  be 
tarried  lb  long  in 
the  temple. 

i%  And  when 
he  cimc  hu>  be 
could  not  fj>eak 
Vnto  them :  and 
they  peredved 
t bat  he  had  teen 
a  vifiop  in  tbc 
temple  i  for  he 
beckoned  tmto 
them  /  and 
muned  fpcecb- 
Ida. 

a  3  And  it  came 
to  pafa»  that  as 
toon  u  the  d *jt 
of  his  mtoiftra- 
lion  were  accom* 
plifred,  be  de¬ 
parted  to  bit  own 
hoof*- 

'  14  And  after 
thnfe  days  his  wife 
EtiCibctfi  coocti- 
*ed,  agd  bid  hcr- 
idf  five  months, 
faying, 

if  Thus  bath 
the  I^orcf  dealt 
with  me  in  the 
days  wherein  he 
forked  on  me,  to 
take  2.wf  my 
rcptoach  among 
men.  ^  , 

iff  And  in  the 
fuah  ntoiiih,  the 
■ngel  tidbfitl  was 
fan  from  God, 
tinto  a  city  of  G*- 
(ike  turned  Na- 
ltreth; 

ij  Toavir^n 
efpoofed  to  a  man 
whofe 


born ;  becaufe  you  diftrufted  the  power  and  goodnefs  of 
God,  as  if  he  could  not,  or  would  not,  perform  this 
his  promise  by  me,  which  in  due  time  (hall  certainly  be 
xccomplilhed. 

2i  While  thefe  things  detained  Zaehqrias  longer 
than  ordinary,  the  people  continued  waiting  at  the  door 
for  his  return  to  difinifs  them  with  the  tdeffiog,  as  ufual, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  and  they  were  furprifed  to 
find  that  he  fpent  fo  much  time  in  the  temple. 

21  At  length  he  came  out ;  and  they,  perceiving  that 
be  aras  not  able  to  pronounce  the  blemng  upon  them, 
thought  fomething  extraordinary  had  happened,  and 
(bon  underftood  that  he  had  fees  a  vifion  wnilft  he  was 
in  the  holy  place;  for  he  intimated  this  by  making  fome 
awful  Ggns,  he  continuing  to  be  both  deaf  and  dumb  f. 

23  Now  when  he  had  (bid  out  the  days  of  bis  mi* 
niftration  for  offering  incenfe  (which,  notwitbftanding 
his  being  deaf  and  dumb,  be  could  eafily  go  on  with) 
according  to  the  order  of  his  courfe,  he  returned  to  his 
own  family  in  the  country. 

24, 25.  And  foon  afterwards  bis  wife  EUfabeth  con¬ 
ceived,  according  to  the  promife ;  who,  finding  her felf 
to  be  with  child,  retired  from  company  for  five  months, 
that  (he  might  avoid  the  danger  of  contracting  ceremo¬ 
nial  uncleanpefs  while  (he  was  breeding  a  Naiarite , 
(ver.  15.) ;  and  that  flic  might  not  feem  to  boaft  of  the 
high  honour  God  had  done  her,  nor  be  troubled  with 
the  difeourfe  and  remarks  of  people  about  it;  hut  prin¬ 
cipally  tliat  (he  might  have  the  better  opportunity  for 
daily  rejoicing  in  her  own  foul,  and  hlefling  God  for 
his  wonderful  favour,  in  looking  with  fuel)  unexpected 
mercy  unon  her,  to  take  away  the  reproach  of  barren  nets 
even  in  her  old  age,  and  to  give  her  fuch  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  ion  as  fliould  be  the  forerunner  of  the  Mdliah  himfelf. 

26,  27.  Then  in  the  fixtli  month  after  (he  had  con¬ 
ceived,  the  angel  Gabriel,  who  had  appeared  and  car¬ 
ried  good  tidings  to  Zetbarias  in  the  temple,  (ver.  19.) 
was  again  fent  from  God  to  a  city  of  the  Lower  Galilee  % 
called  Nazareth ,  to  a  certain  pure  virgin  there,  whofe 
name  was  Mary  ',  and  who  was  contracted  $  to  one  Jo- 

NOTES. 


f  Ggntfic?  as  well  a£  daod : 

And  feem*  plain  th'm  l.e  was  as  unable  to 
hear,  at  he  w»  i<»  fj>t¥k;  for  hu  friends 
vcit  Cured  to  make  jigns  to  him,  that  he 
might  underhand  them,  ver.  tfz. 

t  The  PhoriJ&s  'pretended  that  no  pro* 
phet  arofe  but  bi  G*ti \Ui\  John  v«i,  $\r  Uuf 
Pr  ohferna,  chvt  the  prophet  Jo¬ 

nah  of  Lrff/frfj  and  that  the  prophets 


Eitjih  and  EEflt*  were  very  too  ver  bo  t  there. 

§  It  was  cuflomary  among  ilte  Jcvnt  for 
perrons  that  married,  to  enter  into  mutual 
contract  -iu  the  prcfencc  of  witndcs,  fiimc 
time  before  they  came  together;  and  as 
Chrift  was  to  be  born  of  a  ptire  virgin,  fo 
(be  wiHum  of  God  ordered  it  to  be  of  one 
tfpoafrdj  that*  for  the  honour  of  man-lage* 
and  preventing  rcpoadi,  he  might  have  a 


The  C  O'N'TEN 

^  Chak  L 

H  E  EvtotjMft's  ttjKttmy  concerning  the 
eternal  the  tjEcf  W  ii t&mta* 

jfo*  tff  Ckrifi+  John  the  fiaptift’; 

lfaer  1 And 
Chrift  s  cnHbtg  cf  jeverad  lo  be  bts&f rifles* 
38,— ji.  p. 

Cb af*  IT. 

jVijT  Ainu  uraAr  ruin  n/  Cant  of  Gatilec, 
i^U.  Goes  to  Capernaum,  la.  Goes 
frtmtbfutc  to' keep  ike  paftbver  Jfm&- 
kn/vhr^  fe  Mfts  the  tenders  ait  of  the 
temple y  vindteatei  what  he  bird  dorte*  and 
declines  tr lifting  lumje^fwtfh  pretended  &ftv 
pletit  3,— as.  ■  p%»8j. 

.Jc n«:  iir, 

ij/fawryi  -WfA  Ntcoderons  otoci/  r(ye*e- 
r<rfb* W  /oi&riV  *, — sr.  John 

the  Bapnflrf Sfcourfe  with  tie  people  esu* 

earning  iijr-^6,  p.  aflp. 

Ghaf*  IT. 

net  /rent  Judcr  Samuil,  r,— tf* 
H/z  %ft;atfrft  vnlb  the  woman  of  Sttnaru,  7, 
— atf.  Tbiftftr  iatf  u^wArr,  *7,— 10. 
His  Sfcautfc  with  bis  diftipks*  31,— 38. 
Maty  Samaritan*  bn/ieve  tu ‘Aba,  30,-— 41. 
And  be  tits  to  Galilee,'  mi  teals  'a  noble¬ 
mans  fintberc*  43>-"~S4*  ■  P*  3«. 

Chap.  V. 

hrift  ettrep  a  man  onthc  fabbath  day,  who  lay 
at  the  fool  cf  Gtffrcfift,  and  had  been  Unit 
tYny- right  years*  1,*— g.  The  Jew*  qtutr* 
rrf  iibiat  it,  iQy — 1A.  Chrift  vindicates  Hm- 
Jdf*  by  qfferUnr  bis  own  divine  character  as 
the  San  a/-  Gad* .  *7,4— 31.  Proves  ibis  by 
the  feftbM 9  ofijoho^tte  Baptifh,  of  htseittn 
n tirades*  &jf- fo  Fat  her y  and  of  the  Old  Tcfi* 
tamenifinpiurts,  31,-— 33.  And  charges 
the  Jew*  w/i  varievf  faults  which  they 
wffC&UlyafiiOir^T*  p.  U** 

CdAp.  VI. 

drift's  feeding  five  thufarJ  wtih  five  loaves 
and  two  fmall  fijbes,  1,^14,  H;j  walk¬ 
ing  upon  She  water  of  the  fea ,  tj,- — xi*  HJs 
difiourfi  with  the  people  at  Capernaum  con¬ 
cerning  btmfelfy  as  the  bread  of  fife*  tecafie ip- 
ed  by  she  mradcof  the  leaves,  aa, — so-  Hi 1 
difapltt  dtifa&sfaHioa  at  tins  difeourfe*  and 
hi  reproof  of  them  for  it*  60, — 6s*  The 
apoftacy  of  many  from  him*  and  the  adhe* 
reace  of  others  to  him,  on  that  ttccafion*  66* 
71.  p.  330. 

chap.  vn, 

brift  r^fitfes  to  go  with  his  kindred  to  Jeru  la- 
Icra,  Goes  privatelj  afterwards* 

10,-13,  Preaches  in  the  temple*  and  d'fi- 
cwrfet  with  the  Jews,  in  themiift  of  tie  f aft 


T  f  of  JOHN*  Hi 

of  tabernacles,  ahnt  htf  doffrtne*  14,-18* 

About  thrir  charge  of  his  booking 

and  going  about  to  kill  Ytm  on  that  account* 

Jp,— 14.  A*td  about  btmftlf,  x$* — Hi$ 
gracious  imdlutioa  to  fin  tiers  on  the  left  da *  of 
the  fenft*  37,-1^  The  different  reception 
'  he  met  with.  40,-44-  And  'the  angry  de¬ 
bates  of  the  Fharifcc*  about  the  officers  not 
effrtba&Bg  him,  45, — 53.  p.  J4C. 

Chap.  VIII 

Chrift*t  treatment  of  the  woman  taken  m  ad*I- 
Ury*  i, — 11.  Hh  preaching  bimfetf  os  the 
fl/ frf  of  the  world,  and  idrtaic/rfing  his  doe- 
iritiet  1 3, —  30.  Hr;  offer  slug  the  freedom  of 
bis  diftipleSy  and  artfwerbtg  toe  cavils  of  tee 

Jew*  agolnft  U,  and  their  glorying  m  Ahni- 
im  at  their  Father;  and  ms  cfcaptog  out 
of  f heir  hands  t  31, — jg.  p.  jj8, 

Ch'ap/1X. 

Chrift  gives  fight  to  a  man  who  was  horn  blind* 
i,~— 7.  Several  difientfes  cn  that  eecnfton 
among  the  neighbours  tkemfelvcs*  and  between 

thens  and  this  poor  mao^  By — *  *,  Between 
the  Fhariftea  and  bint*  13^*34,  Betufen 
Chrift  and  tint*  35,-36.  And  between 
-  Chrift  and  fame  tf  the  Pharittc*,  30, — 41* 


Chrift  the  doer  mi  the  fhepherd  of  the  ftetp*  iy 
^—18.  Dfficreji  t  opi  mns  of  the  people  concern¬ 
ing  hitnt  ipT — 11.  His  dif pates  with  the 
J  wi  about  his  btiug  the  Chrift*  and  equal  with 
God*  xx* — 38.  JJ/r  efiaphig  their  fury*  at,d 
returning  beyond  Jordan,  3$, — 41, 

P-  304. 

Chap-  XI, 

The  ridings  which  Chrift  received  of  Lazarus’* 
fteknejs*  1 , — -1 6 ,  ■  The  7 nfit  hr  made  to  Afi  fif- 
terstwhn  heheard of  his  death*  r  7 "  ji,  it; 
raiftng  him  from  the  dead*  33, — 44*  And 
the  cJftQ  of  this  ca  dijfcnul  forts  of  per- 
Mi*  4J)*-‘5T*+  P*  3Ptf- 

Ctiat.  xn, 

Mary  anoints  Chrift's  ftf  *  trt  Bethany,  i,— 
8.  The  people  fio^h  to  jee  him  auj  Lazauit, 
p.  The  chi  if  prieji's  eci fit  It  16  kill  drift, 
ja, — 1 1.  He  rides  in  triumph  to  Jrrufdcm, 
1  %  t — 1  jj.  The  Greeks  defire  to  fie  Wt  ao, 
—xx*  He  fireteiU  lit  arath  and  rfi  eft  cels* 
*3» — 33*  Hit  jbhwn  warning  to  the  Jewr, 
34,-34.  The  eoi'titntcd  iujidelity  cf  tb<  ge¬ 
nerality  of  them,  ticugh  fime  cf  the  rulers 
believed  him  to  be  the  Aliffinh,  Imt  did  ti-i 
cm  u  him*  37, — 43*  lt<  ttjfirtt  his  divine 
tniffioM*  44, — JO.  p.  41'P* 

ch^p.  xnr, 

ChrijPs  ltrfi  time  of  eevug  the  pafi  lot!  (upper* 
1, — 3.  v*fifi*es  hi  dtfcipUs  feet ,  it  fit 

V  chi  eta  e.;..if;.y*.V  r-f  istnt/tTj  and  bvc*  4,— 


TlU 


The  C  O  N 

17.  Gives  notice  beforehand  who  jbmld  be* 
tray  him,  rS, — 30*  F-wjcius  brotherly  Uve 
upon  bit  difiipies,  jt, —  And  foretell* 

PeterV  dirtying  him *  — 38.  p.  4*1* 

Chap,  XIV. 

The  beginnhig  of  drift's  farewell  frrsnox,  « 
nr hick  be  com f ms  bit  difdples  under  their 
troubles  with  promifes  of  heave*,  it — J. 
Speaks  of  inmfiff  as  the  wav  to  the  Father, 
end  of  his  own  being  one  with  him,  6, — i*. 
Affuret  his  difciples  that  be  will  anfwer  the 
prayers  which  they  offer  up  in  bit  nonet,  t  j, 
tip  Pr&rmfes  waiter  Comforter,  and  gra¬ 
cious  mamfeftatians  of  Mmfetf  and  of  fhe  Fa¬ 
ther,  i  $, — 14*  Repeats  the  premft  of  the 
Cmfartert  bequeaths  a  legacy  of  peart  to 
them >  and  conclude*  the  ftrjt  part  of  Air  1 lift 
mTftrl%J*+H.  D  131. 

Chip.  XV. 

A  continuation  of  Chrift*s  farewell  ferman,  in 
which  be  fptais  of  bimfeljf  and  tit  difdples 
under  the  firmhiude  of  a  vine  and  its  branch- 
est  ij-^7-  Command*  them  to  abound  in 
f rents  of  bofintfti  and  particularly  i nHove  one 
to  another,  by  virtue  Of  their  union  vith  Mm, 
8,-17.  And  comfort i  them  ogtuufi  the  ha¬ 
tred  and  perfections  of  she  world,  *0,-17. 

p,44** 

Chap*  XVL 

The  eonefafian  of  Cbrifi's  fartweU  firmest,  in 
which  he  forewarns  his  difiiplet  of  perfect** 
suibns,  and  takes  notice  of  tbar  prtfext  jfrir/i 
1 , — 5*  And  promifts  to  fend  the  J&tfy  Shaft, 

1, — 15.  To  vifit  them  again  tn  perfin,  41 
well  os  iy  bis  Spirit  after  kit  refirreBins, 

— 11.  To  fiettrt  a  gracious  atsfivcr  to 
their  prayers  in  his  name,  13/—  3*,  And  to 
give  them  peace  amid  ft  all  their  tribulations 
tn  the  world,  33.  p*  449, 

Chap.  XVIL 

Car  lard>s  prayer  before  his  death ,  for  Mmfeff 
ia-  j.  For  all  that  were  already  called*  6» 


TENTS- 

— 10.  Mtft  mm&akly  for  the  apoftk:, 
that  they  might  be  freferved  and  fanatfied* 

1 1 , — 19.  For  the  whole  church,  4s  well  as 
the,  apoftles,  that  they  might  be  muted  and  glo- 
rjfi ed,  — 14-  And  particularly  again  for 
tie  apoftleSj  x$>  10.  p.  4jS. 

Chap.  XVIIL 

Cbtifl  is  betrayed  by  }stdu*  and  ayptehendai  in 
tie  garden,  t , — i».  Is  examined,  and  aha* 
fed  us  the  court  of  the  Mgb*pritftt  and  demed 
h  Peter,  13, — 47.  And  is  prifeatied  be* 
fore  Pibtc,  who  esamned  etm,  18, — 4** 

p.  4 OS* 

CtfAP.  XIX. 

The  remainder  of  Qbrffts  trial  before  Pihtf, 
tf—i  f,  Hjx  condemnation  and  exeeutio n, 
itf, — 18.  Hix  title  placed  m  the  crofi  over 
&t  Jfctti  i\. — i\ 

that  attended  his  banging  on  the  croft*  13,— 
19.  His  death,  and  the  piercing  of  Hsjh 1% 
30 , — 37.  And  Ms  hurt  A  fy  Jofeph  tf 
Arimatbn  and  Nicodei&iis, 

p*  47 <5* 

Chap.  XX. 

The  rtfunedfion  of  Chrifi  U  proved  by  Us  bo¬ 
dy's  ml  being  found  1st  the  ftpulcbre,  and 
grave-clothes  hftng  in  good  order  there,  t, 
<—10*  By  tvs*  aim  eh  appeasing  to  Mary 
Magdalene  at  the  jcpuhhre,  xi, — 13*  fy 
Chrtffs  awn  appeasing  to  her,  14, — 
bis  appearing  that  everting  to  alt  the  apfftki* 
except  Thomas,  sp, — ay.  And  by  hh  &P* 
peart ttg  to  them  arm  that  day  fevest-nighf* 
Thomas  being  thru  wuh  them ,  16, — ji+ 

p*  4^7* 

Chap.  XXL 

Chrift  £fcovtrs%nfelf  again  to  fevtrd  diftjptes 
at  the  fea  cfTibcroi,  and  eats  t vith  them,  1 , 
~-%4-  Qrdtrs  Vetzr  tn.fetd  Ms  fterp  and 
Iambs,  jy^x7*  Foretells  the  manner  of 
Peter1;  death,  i8>  19.  And  checks  Ms  cvn- 
oftiy  about  John,  10*— »j*  TbtcneSaJwn 

of  this  Gqfctl,  14.  ij.  p-  40J* 


A  PRAC. 


Ch.T.  ’  Tht  'Evangeltjl  I.uke  faraphra/ed.  $ 

js  And  be-  And*  for  the  further  confirmation  of  your  faith 

jU6b«h  hereto}  obierve  wise  a  wonderful  thing  God  has  airca- 

bub  atfoeomei-  dy  done  upon  one  of  our  own  relations :  Your  kinfwo- 
Ted  a  Jan  in  her  man  on'  your  mother^  lidc*  t  Eiijabetb  by  name,  has 
bdic^tfacMnth  tttraculoufly  and  unexpectedly  conceived  a  fon  in  her 
with  bn,  wh 6  old  age,  a  ton  wbo  is  to  go  inf  ore  the  Lord  in  the  /pi- 
ncttlialbariea.  rit  and  power  ef  Eiiaiy  (ver.  iy.)}  and,  though  Ihe  ne¬ 
ver  bore  x  child  before,  {he  is  now  fii  -rfiomhss  gone  with 
this,  fo  that  the  figns  of  her  pregnancy  are  by  this  time 
'  vriiblc :  The  fame  power  therefore  wit]  cauie  you  alfo, 
though  continuing  a  virgin,  to  conceive  and  hiing  forth 
a  Son. 

yt  For  ’  with  37  For  this-  is  as  polhble  to  God  as  that :  It  is  the 
GoAr.otMMfluH  power  of  the  Highelt  that  I  told  you  {hall  come  upon  you 
be  rmpo  c.  j0J.  this  purpofc,  and  nothing  can  be  toobard  for  God  to 
do-,  be, having  undertaken  and  promifed,  will  perform  it. 
yb  And  Mwy  38  Then  Mary,  with  great  humility,  faith,  and  reve- 
t^inrirmM^rf  the  r*,,ce*  wplied,  Behold,  here  am  1  before  the  Lord  as 
Lonf,  be  h  unit*  his  kfvam  1  let  him  do  with  me  what  feuns  good  in  his 
me  uconting  to  fight ;  I  am  amazed  that  all  this  grace  Ihould  be  ihcwu 
fhy  nurd.  And  t0  Ine^  who  am  unworthy  of  the  leait  of  bis  mercies •, 
ed  from* ha/*"'  hut  fince  God  is  plcafed  to  oondefeend  fo  far  as  to  di- 
ftinguilh  me  by  fuch  a  fignal  a&  of  favour,  I  thankful¬ 
ly  accept  it,  rejoice  in  it,  aiid  humbly  depend  |  upon 
his  power,  faithfulncls,  and  goodnefs,  to  perform  ir, 
according  to  the  word!  which  thou  halt  told  ine  from 
the  Lord.  Hereupon  the  angel,  having  difpatched  his 
mefiage,  returned  back  to  heaven. 

]9  And  Mary  39  Soon  after  this,  the  virgin  took  a  long  journey  of 
*,UI*  »nd  w<nt  f°mc  fcor«  of  miles,  with  all  convenient  Ipced,  to  a  cer- 
j^to’  tb"  hT  t!l>n  city  f,  which  lay  in  the  mountainous  parrs  of  )u- 
country  with  den,  where  Zacbarias  and  Elijabeth  dwelt,  that  the 
*****  toto  a  city  might  further  fatisfy  herfelf  concerning  the  truth  of  what 
•Ju  *  '  the  angel  had  told  her  about  El/abet b’&  being  with 
child,  and  might  have  the  opportunity  of  comparing 
notes  and.  rejoicing  with  her,  and  of  improving  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  retirement  for  devotion  in  the  family  of  fuch 

a 

NOTE. 

aJfigmng  Lhc  reafon,  Art  why  Chrifl,  be  a-kin  to  Amtfi  family,  that  roplry  and 
roindcred  merely  **  God,  bat  why  Jus  en-  prkfthood  might  unite  m  him. 
tiic  Pettim*  or  *h  y  his  bwi t  Mfwr  as  in  U  it  (ccins  by  no  mean*  improbable  but 
perianal  onion  *ith  the  divine*  ihould  be  tb*t  ihi*  lime  of  the  viewin'*  humble  tkitLu 
filled  the  Son  of  Cod,  content,  approbation*  ana  expectation,  mi£in 

|  Though  Eiififoib  vu  of  the  houfe  of  be  the  very  time  of  ib t  Holy  uhuft’s  co<r»nij; 
Aaron,  and  Marj  of  ihe  houie  of  D*vidt  by  upon  her,  <uid  uf  her  conceiving  by  hisjx>vr- 
their  fide,  they  might  6c  related  by  tr, 

t^ieir  mothers;  for  the  hw  {Ninth*  xxxvL  \  It  is  very likely  that  this  was  Kdra  ?, 
8,  only  forbad  heireffw  marrying  Into  bttayfc  that  city  wjj  litOiiied  in  ihr  h;U- 
another  tribe;  and  »  the  fanailicfr  of  David  country  of  J^V^and  was  given  to  tin;  h.-ii'e 
and  of  Lm  often  imennariied,  Providence  ot  Aersit  fox  an  inheritance,  'fife*  xxi»  it, 
ordered  tbal  the  mother  of  our  4-ord  Atouid  1 1 , 


10 


4*  And  enter¬ 
ed  into  the  Jioufe 
of  ZacharbSj  and 

fitted  Eltraltth- 


41  And  it 
fame  to  pat$t  that 
when  Eliiabcth 
heard  the  fultita* 
cion  of  Mary,  the 
babe  leaped  in 
her  womb :  and 
F.liikbtth  waft  fill¬ 
ed  wich  the  holy 
Gholl. 

4.x  And  (be 
fpafce  out  with  a 
loud  voice,  ami 
ik'd,  Bleflcd  nri 
chon  among  wtk 
men,  and  bkttl'd 
ii  the  fruit  of  thy 
uomb. 


43  And  whence 
ii  thj*to  me,  that 
the  mother  of  tny 
Ijordfitoiitd  eouit 
JtO  me  * 


44  For  fat  W 
foot}  as  thr  voice 
i>f  thy  fatuucion 
founded  in  mine 
ears ,  the  luhc 
leaped  in  my 
wombfor  joy. 


4;  AndbldTed 
a  (he  that  belie- 
ved :  for  there 
ftall  be  a  per¬ 
formance  of  thole 
things  which  wrrt 
told  tier  from  the 

^ottL 


And  Mary 
faid. 


ffbe  Ewingelifi  Luke  paraphrafed.  Ch.  i* 

a  religious  prieft. 

40  And  coining  into  Zaebaruu's  houfe*  who  was 
deaf  and  dumb*  (he,  applying  to  Eli/aieth,  congratulated 
her  being  with  child  though  fo  fax  advanced  in  yean ; 
telling  her  at  the  fame  time  of  the  vtfion  which  fhe  her- 
fclf  had  feen,  and  of  wbat  the  angel  had  faid  to  her* 

41  No  looner  did  EGfehtth  hear  this  (alutation  of 
Mary,  but  the  child*  by  a  divine  imprefeupon  it*  made 
an  uncommon*  lively*  fpringiog  motion  within  her* 
like  one  that  leaped  for  joy  *  and  Eli/abetb  herfelf  was* 
at  the  fame  infhnt,  filled  with  a  prophetic  afflatus  of  the 
Spirit  of  God* 

42  And  {he,  turning  to  Maryt  lifted  op  her  voice* 
faying*  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  O  happy*  thrice  Happy 
creature  1  wbat  an  honour  las  God  put  upon  yon !  I 
have  indeed  been  highly  favoured  beyond  my  dcfeit  j 
but  never  was  any  woman  upon  earth  blefled  like  you* 
whom  God*  in  the  riches  of  his  mercy,  has  tingled  out 
to  be  the  mother  of  the  great  and  glorious  MeQiah*  in 
whom  all  nations  fhall  be  blefled*  and  who  (hall  be 
blefled  in  himfelf*  and  be  cubed  in  hleflings  and  piaf¬ 
fes  for  evermore. 

43  And  how  can  I  diffidently  prize  and  admire  the 
honour  done  to  me*  that  I  Ihould  have  a  vifit  from  the 
mother  of  the  Meffiah*  who  is  my  Lord*  and  the  great 
Lord  of  alii  Why  is  this  further  crowning  favour  ad* 
ded  to  that  which  has  lately  been  (hewn  to  fo  unworthy 
an  handmaid  as  I  am  ?  It  fills  roe  with  wonder  and 
tranfport  to  think  of  it: 

44  For*  furpriting  as  it  may  feem  to  hear  me  fay  it* 
the  very  child  I  am  big  with  was  fo  affe&ed  with  your 
falutation*  that*  as  fbon  as  you  began  to  fpcafc*  I  perfect¬ 
ly  felt  it  leap  within  me*  as  if  it  really  knew  that  the 
Saviont’s  bit  th  would  foon  fucceed  its  own*  and  that  I 
had  then  the  honour  of  a  vjlit  from  the  happy  woman 
who  ihould  bear  and  bring  him  forth. 

45  And  as  for  you*  who*  like  a  true  daughter  of  A * 
kraham*  daggered  not  at  the  promife  through  unbelief* 
but  was  (bong  in  faith*  giving  glory  to  God*  you  are 
blefled  indeed*  and  a  happy  inftrument  of  the  greatest 
bldft duels  10  others ;  for  he  is  faithful  who  has  promt* 
fed,  and  the  wonderful  things  which  you  have  been  af* 
Aired  of  from  the  Lord  {hall  certainly  come  to  pafs*  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  word*  and  according  to  yonr  faith. 

46  Mary^  being  greatly  encouraged  and  confirmed 
by  the  things  (he  now  heard,  was  likewife  filled  with 
holy  eeftafy  %  and,  the  Spirit  of  God  coming  upon  her 
as  well  as  Elifabetbt  {he  broke  out  into  this  praifing 


Ch.  I-  The  EvangeUJl  Lukf.  faraphraftdl  i  $ 

AM ,  My  foul  fong ;  All  the  powers  of  my  foul  are  united  in  exalting 
.  ant*  adoring  the  greatnefs  and  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  has  manifefted  to  me } 

47  And  «ny  47  And  my  heart  exults  and  triumphs  in  Jefua,  the 

ad^n'God*^'  ®°n  tbe  *n  whom  I  believe  f  as  my  own 

Saviour.  God  and  Saviour,  who  will  bring  redemption  to  his  un¬ 

worthy  handmaid,  together  with  tbofe  that  are  looking 
for  it  in  Ifraeh 

48  For  he  hath  48  For  wj  m  nnMr»|  he  has  Hooped  fo  low 

'Z***£l  as  to  look  with  amazing  companion  on  his  poor  con- 
maideot  for  he.  temptible  fervant,  whofe  perfon  and  family  were  funk 
boH.frpmbFnw  into  the  utmoft  oWcurity  and  contempt.  luftead  of  his 

IkSlhllSTwe  “WoS  birth  fl0m  fome  8reat  a,,tl  ,wble  Parentage,  be, 
tlciTcdr  in  his  mere  good  picture  and  matchlcfs  grace,  has 

chofen  to  confer  this  lingular  honour  upon  me:  For  many 
in  the  prefect,  and  thro*  all  fucceeding  ages  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  fhall  rife  up,  and  count  me  happy  in  my- 
ftlf,  thro*  faith  in  him  for  my  own  falvation  5  and  an 
highly  favoured  inftrument  of  bletGngs  to  them,  by  be* 
ing  toe  mother  of  whom  their  Saviour  was  bom. 

49  Tor  he  chu  49  For  the  God,  whofe  power  is  infinite,  has  done 

i*  mighty  hath  ^ronderful  things,  beyond  expectation  and  exprdlkm, 
tCyr  ^  ho?y  and  beyond  all  thought ;  he  has  magnified  his  fovercigo 
u  hi*  name.  and  almighty  grace  to  me,  for  his  own  glory,  whole 

name  is  holy  and  reverend  in  itfelf*  in  this  and  all  his 
manifefbtions,  ways  and  works,  and  in  the  eyes  of  faints 
and  angels :  As  fuch  let  it  be  folemnly  adored  and  praifeef 
for  ever. 


so  And  hu  50  And  this  is  hut  a  juft  acknowledgement  of  him, 
mercy  **  Jin  them  ^  rjc|jW  af  whofe  free  and  tender  mercy,  efpecialiy  in 
irom  generation  the  incarnation  of  his  own  Son,  are  extended  not  to 
to  generation,  me  only  J,  hut  likewife  to  all  who  worfhip  and  fenre  him 
with  reverence  and  godly  fear ;  and  that  from  fathers  to 


u  Tic  hath 
jhmai  ilmiglh 
with  his  wm  ;  he 
hath  fcattrrcd  the 
proud  in  the  iaaa- 
ginuiou  o£  their 
Kearw* 


children,  and  from  age  to  age,  till  time  fhall  be  no  more. 

j 1  His  way  herein  is  like  tbofe  methods  of  providence 
in  which  he  exerts  remarkable  a £ts  of  the  exceeding 
gteatnefs  of  his  power  for  the  help  of  his  people  and  the 
confufion  of  his  enemies ;  as  in  former  ditpenfations, 
fo  likewife  in  this  :  He  abafes  the  haughty  in  all  thcle 
fchemes,  and  chufes  the  weak  things  of  this  world  to 


con* 


NOTE. 


f  Herr,  and  In  the  next  rerfe*  the  yir^n 
items  co  cum  her  thoughts  to  Chril)  himfclf 
who  was  to  he  born  of  her,  calling  him  her 
God  and  Saviour,  bectuft  the  angel  told  her 
thu  he  ihonld  be  the  Soa  of  the  Higheft, 
whole  Dime  Jbculd  be  Jtfus  the  Saviour ;  and 
fhc  rejoiced  in  hope  of  her  own  everhfting 
through  faith  In  him,  which  is  a 
bkfing  common  to  all  true  bd^verf,  mure 


than  in  being  his  mother  after  the  flefh,  which 
was  as  honour  peculiar  to  her; 
without  thefjrft;  the  mu  ft  have  bn-nlar  ever 
miserable  uotwiihftactding  the  lult, 

\  Here  the* virgin  logins  10  cirrj  her 
thoughts,  like  one  of  3.  public  fpirit,  to  an 
excenfjvc  rkwof  the  fpiritcal  Outfits  that 
were  to  be  brought  in  to  others  by  die  Mfti, 
(ush  u£o  Lhoald  be  bom  of  htu 
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fifteliath  put 
the  mighty 
finm  tbtlr 
and  ntahtd  them 
of  low  device. 


%  3  Tie  hath  fill* 
c<1  th«  hungry 
villi  g'uiil  tilings  ^ 
and  the  rich  lie 
hath  lew  empty 
away* 


The  Evangelijl  Luke  parapbrafcdi  ■  Ch.  1,* 

confound  the  mighty* 

52  He  who  humbled  the  pride  of  Egypt*  Ajffiia*m& 
Babylon*  and  pulled  down  Pharaoh*  Sennacherib*  and 
Nebuchadnezzar*  from  their  thrones,  and  railed  upo- 
tbers  in  their  ftcad ;  and  who  in  his  holy  providence} 
brings  fome  lam*  and  lifts  others^,  (l  Sam:  it*  7,  8!) : 
He,  in  rh^dtfpenfatkms  of  his  grace*  humbles  proud* 
felf*righteous,  and  fetf-fufiicient  tippers;  deftroys  their 
refuge  of  and  breaks  to  pieces  that  vain  confidence; 
and  he  revives  the  hearts  of  the  humble  and  contrite  ones* 
and  puts  the  htgheft  honour  upon  them. 

53  He  has  granted  the  defire  of  filch  as  fee  their  need 
of  a  Saviour*  are  earneft  in -their  inquires  after  him, 
and  cannot  be  fatisfied  without  him  $  and  has  enriched 
them  with  the  belt  of  bleflings :  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  has  rvje&ed  thofe  that  are  full  of  themfelves, 
that  boaft  of  riches  iti  their  own  merit,  or  in  the  good 
opinion  of  others,  or  in  having  the  trea fores  of  this 
world,  and  take  up  their  reft  in  theft  things  as  if  they 
needed  nothing  more  to  make  them  happy;  he  has  dee¬ 
med  them  the  bteftmgs  of  the  MdTuh’s  kingdom.' 

j4,  And,  as  to  God’s  own  peculiar  people  the 
Jews*  he  has  in  all  ages  part  been  particularly  gracious 
to  them  in  many  extraordinary  prefervations  and  ddi* 
rcrances ;  and  now,  when  they  were  funk  into  the 
grofTeft  darkneCs  and  corruptions  in  do&rine  and  prac¬ 
tice,  he  is  fcafonably  railing  up  a  Deliverer  from  their 
ignorance  and  error,  fin  and  ruin:  And  this  he  doth 
merely  for  his  mercy’s  fake,  which  at  firft  induced  him 
to  make  them  his  people ;  and  to  promife  feveral  of  our 
fathers,  and  particularly  Abraham ,  that  in  his  feed  all 
nations  of  the  earth  jbould  be  bleffed  t  which  good  word 
ihall  be  fulfilled,  as  it  was  defigned,  not  only  to  Abra * 
ham  himfdfj  but  to  all  his  fpiritual  feed,  firft  among 
the  Jews*  and  afterwards  among  the  Gentiles*  through 
all  ages  in  this  world,  ancLfor  ever  in  the  world  to  come: 

56  Thus  Mary  fang  the  praifes  of  God  on  account  of 
the  Mdfiah  who  fhould  be  born  of  her  :  And  when  Ihe 
had  fpent  about  three  months,  rejoicing  and  blefling 
her  God  with  ber  coufin  Elifabeth*  tilt  fhe  was  thoroughly 
allured  f  by  fa£b  that  God  was  fulfilling  his  word  to 
herfdf,  flic  went  back  to  her  own  home. 

57  Now 

NOTE* 

’f  Ti  is  probable  that  the  tirrin  found  her*  cd  her  departun  before  EJifabcttfs  dcUvcry : 
fetf  to  be  with  child  Wforc  fhc left  EBjubrth;  But  it  is  more  generally  thought,  that  Mery 

Sod  fume  ftipoic  that  flic  ftaul  with  her  tilt  only  ibid  till  J Wifabtfb's  reckoning  wai  very 
tie  Ctw  her  delivered  of  Jvta  the  near  ant;  sod  then  returned  home.  In  avoid 

though,  for  the  fake  of  finiinW  the  account  the  company  that  would  tome  to  ZatbariaS 
here  given  of  M*rrj>  ihc  cvaageljft  mention-  ho  wfe  at  io  remarkable  a  birth  ai  that  of Jib** 


54  He  hath 
hnlpen  hit  ier- 
vunt  Ifracl  ,  in 
remembrance  of 
hit'  merey* 

Si  Ashejfpakc 
(ft  inir  fathers,  to 
Abraham,  and  to 
fc;s  feed  tor  ever. 


f d  A  nd  hla* 
ry  abode  with 
her  abour  three 
mouthy  and  rc- 
turned  to 


*3 
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57  Nniw  when  EHfabelh’s  reckoning  was  out,  anfwer- 
able  to  the  full  ttme  that  women  tifually  go  with  child, 
(be  was  brought  to  bed  of  -  a  fon,  according  to  God’s 
piomife  by  the  angel  to  her  hufband. 

58  The  tidings  of  this  were  foon  fpread  abroad  a* 
moRg  her  acquaintance  and  relations,  who  heard  how 
God  («Ky«*wi)  had  magnified  his  mercy,  in  taking  away 
her  former  grievance,  and  putting  a  fignal  honour  upon 
her,  and.  that  in  oldhge,  by  giving  her  a  fon  out  of  the 
common  courfe  of  nature,  from  whom  great  things 
might  be  ezpeAed ;  and  they  came  to  vifit  and  congra¬ 
tulate  her  upon  this  joyful  occafton. 

59  And  when,  on  the  eighth  day  from  his  birth,  they 
came- to  Ms  ctrcumcilion,  according  to  God's  appoint¬ 
ment  tn  the  law  ;  as  it  was  cuftomary  to  name  the  child 
at  that  foleronity,  becaufe  it  was  at  the  circumcifion  of 
the  father  of  the  faithful  that  God  ftyled  him  Abraham^ 
(Gen.  xvii.  5,  the*)  the  company  generally  agreed  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  call  this  fon  Zachariat ,  in  honour 
of  his  own  father's  name. 

<$o  But  (k«i)  Elifabetb  replied,  “  No,  no,  that  muff 
not  be  h»  name  v  it  fhall  be  John”  as  fbe  knew  J  God 
bad  appointed  it  to  be. 

61  Her  friends,  fuiprifcd  to  hear  her  fo  earneft  and 
fo  peremptory  in  infilling  on  this,  eipoftulated  with  her, 
faying,  What  a  ftrange  fancy  is  y cur's !  "W e  cannot  ima¬ 
gine  what  you  mean  by  it-,  fince  there  is  none  of  this 
name  among  ail  your  relations  :  If  therefore  you  will 
not  admit  biro  to  be  called  Zachariat  ,*  furely,in  refpeS 
to  your  own  family,  you  (hould  think  of  fome  other 
name  that  is  found  among  your  near  of  kin  $. 

62  At  laft,  to  end  the  difpute,  they  made  figns,  as 
well  as  they  could,  to  let  Zachariat,  the  child's  father, 
know  what  they  were  talking  about,  he  being  deaf ;  and 
to  defire  that,  as  the  right  lay  in  him,  fo  he  would  fig- 
nify  his  own  mind  as  to  the  name  that  {hould  be  gi¬ 
ven  to  his  fon. 

<$3  Then  he,  being  dumb  as  well  as  deaf,  made  figns 
to  them  to  give  him  a  writing-book}  and,  having  re¬ 
ceived  it,  fet  down  thefe  words,  according  to  the  order 
of  the  angel,  (vet.  13.)  “  His  name  is  Jtbn At  which 
all  the  company  were  amazed,  not  knowing  what  had 

pafied 

N  O  T  E  8. 

|  Slto  kae*  tbit,  u  (U:  did  tbit  Jier  ion  lately  become  a  cuftom  among  the  Jen fj,  as 

*  *  *  K  r~L  1  it  i*  now-a-days  amoiijift  n*,  (o  call  their 

children  by  their  fiii-lier’*,  or  by  fume  of 
their  oerf  kindred'*  names;  but  u  was  l*r 
from  being  fo  in  -incwimor  time?,  as 
from  the  geAwal,  if  nor  univemi  enrren;  ot 
tegifter*  in  the  tfid  Trftai;iciu, 


jy  NovEUfa- 
terti’*  CbW.  umc 
came  ,  that  ike 
froold  be  delivt- 
red ;  end  ibc- 
Hroogbt  forth  a 

fjD  ^ 

And  ber 
neighbours  and 
her  omfin*  heatd 
howcheJUirihad 
iheored  {teat  mer¬ 
ry  upon  ber;  and 
they  rejoiced  with 

ben 

5?  And  it  same 
lo  pafs,  that  00 
the  eighth  day 
they  are  to  or* 
cumaJethe  child; 
and  they  called 
him  Zaehtrba * 
after  the  name  of 
bis  father. 

do  And  h« 
mother  aniwerod 
and  laid,  Kocjfe; 
hot  ■  he  frail  be 
called  John. 

4i  And  they 
laid  ?»tti  her  t 
'Hint  u  now  of 
thy  kl aired  that 
is  called  by  this 
name. 


■  «t  Awl  they 
made  fign*  to  hi* 
Ltfhcr,  bow  he 
would  have  him 
called* 


<3  And  b  calk¬ 
ed  for  a  writing- 
Uhhj  and  wrote, 
faying,  Hbn&mc 
u  John-  And 
they  marvelled 
alL 


ftoaid  be  a  Naiarite,  (nr.  **•)  cLUiur  l>y 
infofinatiftn  from  Zachanat  in  writing,  of 
by  rcrobtiojfr  10  hwfclf  pcrfunaUy- 


5  It  {pmn  as  if,  for  ftewing  honour  to 
luftncs  and  fleaf  relations,  h  were  ihco 
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palTed  between  the  angel  and  him. 
u+  And  Iiis  64  And  tbe  time  being  now  expired,  till  which  he 
XtSST  was  to  cont*nue  iof  his  former  diffidence,  (ver. 

Ms  tongue  30.}  God  immediately  idlored  to  him  the  nfe  of  his 
faejed ,  and  he  fpcech  ;  and  his  tongue,  which  had  been  fo  long  Glen* 
gukr,andpruted  was  fet  at  liberty,  and  employed  in  {hewing  forth 

tbe  praifes  of  the  Lord,  by  thankful  acknowledgments 
of  his  great  goodnefe  in  giving  him  this  foil,  and  by 
humble  confellion  of  the  iniquity  and  of  the  juft  punifo- 
ment  of  his  own  unbelief. 

«s  And  rear  65  Now  the  report  of  this  birth,  and  of  the  miracn- 
dvdtTound^  i°us  circum  ftanccs  relating  to  it,  was. (bon  fpread  in  the 
bom  them:  and  neighbourhood  round  about,  and  became  the  fubjefk 
all  thele  Tayingi  0f  (erious  converfation  in  all  places  through  the  (noun* 
vinous  parts  called  the  hill- country  of  Judea,  the  peo- 
all  1  he  hill-euun-  pie  being  generally  filled  with  a  (ton  i  foment  and  awful 
try«f  Judea.  reverence  when  they  talked  or  thought  about  it* 

6t  And  all  66  And  they  that  heard  of  thefe  ftrange  things  took 
they  tlut  Iiwrd  particular  notice  of  them,  revolved  them  in  their  own 
upin’ihdr  hearts^  minds,  treafured  them  up  in  their  memories,  and  had 
% inK ,  whm  high  expectations  of  fome  very  extraordinary  confe- 
Lf  iChiil}  fluence,  faying  in  themfdves,  and  one  to  another, 
the  hind  ofAth«  What  an  uncommon  man  will  this  make !  Surely  be  is 
l,a:d  iu  with  dcftgned  for  great  work.  And  the  providence  and  grace 
bim-  of  God  were  remarkably  feen,  from  bis  very  infancy, 

in  the  continual  care  be  took  of  him,  and  of  ail  things 
relating  to  him,  and  in  the  holy  qualities  with  which 
he  endued  him. 

sr  And  his  ft-  67  In  the  mean  while,  his  father  Zacbarias  was  a- 
tlier  ,  bundantly  filled  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy 

(7“  iioiydf;hof^  Spirit,  by  wbofe  Infpiration  and  fuggefUon  he  broke  out, 
*nd  prophefied )  with  holy  i apt urc,  into  the  following  tnftruttive  and 
*.”“8*  prophetic  hymn  of  praife. 

sb  Riffled  be  6U  Glory,  honour,  and  blefling,  be  ever  aferibed  tf 
t*ie  011 V  living  and  true  God,  who  is  Ifraeli  covenanf- 
haib  vifltni  auj  God  :  For,  tho’  he  feemed  to  neglcft  them  for  feveral 
redeemed  lib  pco  ages  pad,  he  has  now  at  length  looked  with  compaflion 
rfc'  upon  them,  (tn«u^«To,)  and  a£ted  the  kindeft  pact  to¬ 

ward  them,  in  fending  his  angel  with  good  tidings,  in 
bringing  the  Mefliah’s  forerunner  into  the  world,  and 
enabling  the  virgin  Mary  to  conceive  that  glorious  ter* 
fon  himfdfj  and,  by  him,  he  is  now  about  to  ranfom 
his  peculiar  people  from  the  fin  and  mifery,  and  every 
kind  of  bondage,  into  which  they  were  fallen, 
tfj  And  tsatfc  <5p  He,  of  his  own  mere  love  and  pace,  has  pro* 
oT'tiviii^1  ft"  and  is  fending,  a  mighty  and  royal  Saviour  of 

us,  in  thr  bosft  David* s  race,  who,  like  an  horn  of  honour,  foall  exalt 
us>  and}  like  an  horn  cf  power,  foall  defend  us  from 

T*“J  ,  OUT 
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our  enemies,  and  pulh  rbcm  down  to  utter  deRru&iou- 
jo  Aibslpake  7®  All  this  is  done  according  to  the  various  prormfcs, 
bf  Ulc  mmi th  of  which  be  made  by  the  ancient  prophets,  from  the  be* 
k.Wt  ^  Pn  n*nK  ®f  the  world ,  thro’  many  generations  afterwards, 
have  bern '"finer  concerning  the  feed  of  tbe  woman,  who  (h^uid  be  raifed 
tbc  world  began :  up,  as  the  feed  of  Abraham^  from  tbe  tribe  of  Jvdah9 
and  family  of  David  t 

ji  Tint  we  71  That  we  might  be  delivered  front  all  our  fpi ritual 
(houid  be  laved  enemies,  (in,  Satan  and  the  world,  death  and  hell  j  and 
wi»,  wd  m«n  ““ght  he  freed  from  the  power  of  thofe  that  maliciouHy 
the  ’hand  «f  all  and  invtterately  oppofed  us,  and  would  otherwife  have 
that  hate  us ;  for  ever  prevailed  againft  us. 

7*  Toperform  7V5*  This  Saviour  is  now  coming  to  fulfil  God’s 
the  merer  fremi-  promifes  of  the  Melfiah,  that  mercy  of  merctes ;  and  to 
jed  to  our  rubers,  make  good  his  gracious,  boly,  and  inviolable  covenant 
-f  hdT'Sw"  *°  ^  cWhlren  of  promife ;  and  particularly  the  oath 
mu  ■  (Gen>  *iii.  16,  17,  18.)  by  which  be  confirmed  it  to 

jj  The  eath  Abraham  our  father  and  the  father  of  all  that  believe ; 
w*onr  ftrh«!v  74»  75*  His  great  defign  in  which  was,  that  he  woiltt 
brahani,  certainly,  in  due  time,  voucbfofe  the  favour  to  us,  that 

7+  That  he  being  refuted,  by  the  merit,  might,  and  grace,  of  the 
flf^hifw^bdag  F*®mifed  Redeemer,  o  ut  of  tbe  power  of  all  our  enemies, 
delivered  <mt  (5  whether  temporal  or  fpi  ritual,  we  might  be  at  liberty 
the  hand- of  our  for,  and  engaged  in  nis  fervice,  and  might  be  enabled 
nrkhoiit  t0  P«form  it,  without  diftruftful  flavifh  war  of  God,  or 
fcar>  difcouraging  tormenting  fear  of  ourencmies  tbemfelves; 

ji  In  helineft  and  that  we  might  pevfift  in  all  the  duties  qf  piety, 
S  bd£u±  righteoufiiefs,  andfobrkty,  as  in  bis  fight  and  prefence, 
,U  the  days  of  our  looking  up  to  him  for  tbe  feafonable  aid  which  he  fees 
life.  we  need,  and  walking  in  all  good  confidence  before  him, 

with  conftancy  and  ftedfaftneft  therein,  to  the  end  of 
our  days. 

7«  a  ad  thou  76  And  then,  turning  by  way  of  apqftrophe  to  the 
child  flat  be  call-  infant,  he  went  on,  laying,  Thou,  my  dear  new-born 
the  HiSwftffor  m*nc  ^alt  hereafter  be,  and  be  generally 

tho»  t£h  go  be-  owned  to  be,  in  a' peculiar  manner,  the  prophet  7  and 
toe  the  fm  of  forerunner  of  the  MdSah,  who  will  be  God  incarnate, 
tfae  $  even  the  moft  high  God.  For  dura  lhalt  go  before 

this 


NOTE. 

t  Tbe  Jpint  at  prophecy  bad  departed  Job*  wu,  flri&ly  ipciicing*  a  prophet*  who 
f»a  Ifratl  *Unu  three  hundred  year*  \  but  foretold  what  thrift  would  do,  a*  well  a* 
now  began  to  return :  Zdcb&W  (a*  well  u  pointed  him  oar  to  the  people  m  already 
$i*M9$  and  other*)  was  atied  by  it,  come  among  them.  Mat  iii+  ir,  it*  Sc 
bciog  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  rcr.  6js;  L  % y,  if, 

and,  under  bS&  urfpiratioa,  he  foretold  con*  §  Chrift  bang  one  in  Godhead  with,  tho’ 
etming  bis  foe  that  he  fhonld  he  a  diftMl  in  personality  from,- the  Father  and 
prophet,  end  Jhould  be  generally  eftetmed  Spirit*  is  tbt  asjf  high  Gtd  together  with 
to  be  fo,  is  iu  really  was  by  tbc  common  them  :  Hence  he  i»  called  the  gnat  cm* 
people.  And  though  a  prophet  Jontfiimcf  oar  Sawoarf  Tit,  ii,  13*;  and  ever  nil 
ligoifitt  in  feripture  only  one  who  delivers  bkfftd  fa  mrt  Rom  lm.  j,  which  amount 
the  mind  and  will  of  God  to  others;  yet  to  tbe  character  o:  ibi  in  diiVn*tioi> 

Uuro 


T  6  Tbe  Evangdljl  Luke  paraphrafed.  Ch.  i. 

the  Lnni,  to  pie-  this  great  Lord,  the  Jehovah  of  I/rati^  to  give  notice  of 
pirehw  ways  j  |jj3  anj  to  put  things  into  readinete  for  re¬ 

ceiving  him : 

rrTo  give  77  To  give  his  chofcn  people  the  knowledge  of  fal- 
vZ,^fhU  Tat'°n»  nnt*  “the  Jews  have  generally  capered,  by 
people ,  by  the  their  own  perfonal  performance  of  a  legal  righteoufnefs  ; 
rsmiltioQ  of  tbeii  but  by  a  free  pardon,  thro*  that  Saviour},  who  is  coming 
n*’  to  take  away  the  fin  of  the  worlds  (John  i.  29.)1 

j8  Through  78,  79.  The  original  fpring  of  which  benefit  lies 
of*  God  j  *n  *^e  merej  undeterred,  and  compaflionate.  kindnds 
whereby- the  Jay-  (e-Tkay^ta  txt*f)  of  our  God,  anfwciablc  to  the  tender 
,i’rLr?  fn>m  on  movings  of  a  parent's  bowels,  in  a  way  of  pity  toward 
high  hath  Ythted  Kii  mifcrable  children  j  by  which  Chrilt,  {™«k,  <;  *„) 

75  To  give  the  riling  Sun  of  righteoiunefs,  who  is  originally  from 
jighno  theni dh«  above,  (beds  his  enlightening,  reviving,  and  faying 
and  in\he  ft tdow  beams,  in  bis  perfonal  appearance  and  fpiritual  influence, 
t>f death,  to  guide  to.  expd  not  only  the  gloorainefe  of  Old-Teftameht  types 
w»r- o!f an(*  %nres»  but  likewife to  diffufe  light  among  heathen 
waj  o  peace.  nations,  who  were  tuvolved-in  the  thiclceft  darknefe  of 
flupldity  and  idolatry  j  to  irradiate  the  minds  of  thofe 
who  by  nature  were  overfpread  with  the  mills  of  igno¬ 
rance,  error,  and  wickedoefo;  and  to  guide  his  people 
into  the  way  which  leads  to  peace  with-  God  and  with 
one  another,  and  to- peace  in  their  own  fouls,  till  they 
.  arrive  at  perfeft  and  everiafting'happinefs. 

•80  And  the  .89  In  this  manner  Zacbarias  poured  out  his  foul  in 
joyful  thznkfgiving  and  praife :  And  his  young  child 
fptrit,  aodwtsin  viGbly  increafed,  not  only  in  bodily  (Length  and  ftatute, 
,h*  but  alfo  in  the  natural  capacities,  fpiritual  enlargements, 
ittg  onto  It'raeir  holy  fortitude,  and  religious  endowments  of  his  mind, 

-  from  his  youth  up,  tike  one  highly  favoured  of  God, 
and  ripening  apace  for  extraordinary  fervtce.  And,  as 
he  waa  to  (hew  an  example  of  mortifiednefa  to  this 
world,'  and  of  intimate  communion  with  God,  he  nfu- 
ally,  like  a  fecond  Eliat,  redded- in  folirary  places  §, 

free 


Trnm  all  creature*.  Arid  It  ftrow  plain  that 
Sti*.  he  who  ir  hnr  ftykd  tike  Highefl-:  For 
Aarvi  was  Ws/W*  prophet,  Mwd*  vil.  i ,  j 
fo  Jrfs  was,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  ChriA’s 
prophet  and  forcro liner,  which  Zacbarias 
iptaks  of  m  the  following  wmds  with  a  plain 
osfcrcnce  to  what  ibe  angei  had  foid  cor^ 
him,  ver*  U,  it>  Sot  the  note  there, 
H  in'tw  by  faivatiC/t  here  nndcrftand  Je- 
fiis  the  Savloutv  who  is  cdlcd  an  Ifprn  of 
tcl  tsp-  and  chap* 

iu  jo-  The  latter  part  of  the  paraphrase  re¬ 
fers  to  this  fenfc  of  the  word* 

§  As  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit, 
which  jfoJw  was  filial  with,  frt  liiro  alwve 


\  £  S.  #  , 

needing  advantages  of  a  polite  and  iearti- 
ed  edu&tfan  bf  the  fchoob  of  the  prophets, 
he  dwelt  in  a  wildernefo,  which  is  moft  ge¬ 
nerally  thought  to  be  that  of  23/J,  or  that 
of  Mdnt,  where  Sami  pnrfttrd  IXzw'd-/*'  Sam, 
xxiii,  14,  aj-  Thoogh  there  were  icvenl 
country  ~tow  ns  and'  villages -In  tbefc  wilder^ 
neifcs,  whkh  were  not  far  from 
JofL  av*  f4,  jf.  j  yet  ai  they  were  bat 
thin  peopled,  they  m  calkd  deurts.  Mow 
Jehu's  Living  In  one  or  other  of  thde,  which 
lay  the  beft  jun  of  an  bund  red  miles  ftoro 
bazar elit  wlwre  CJirift  dwelt,  wu  w&ly  a* 
derod,  by  the  providence  of  God,  to  prevent 
a  perfonal  anpuimanot  between;  them,  till 
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tree  from  much  company*  till  the  time  of  God’s  ap¬ 
pointment  for  his  appearing  publicly  in  his  miniftry* 
which,  according  to  the  law*  {Numb.  iv.  3,}  was  ai  a* 
bout  thirty  years  old* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

With  what  care  and  certainty  arc  the  great  things  of  the  gofpel  delivered  to  113 ! 
and  with  what  a  Train  of  miracles  wu  the  incarnate  God  and  Saviour  uftienrd  in¬ 
to  the  woridt  that  the  ancient  prophecies  concerning  him  and  his  forerunner 
might  be  punctually  fulfilled  !  Nothing  is  too  hard  for  the  Lord  to  do ;  and  un¬ 
belief  will  ever  meet  with  a  juft  rebuke.  The  age  of  miracles  and  prophecy  now 
revived,  to  open  a  blefled  difpenfntion  of  grace  ;  and  the  fame  Sprit,  who  formed 
Chrift’s  body  in  the  womb,  can  form  his  image  in  our  hearts,  and  turn  the  difo- 
bedieut  to  the  wifdom  of  the  juft.  Oh  with  what  reverence  fhonld  we  always 
think  of  Jefus  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  as  the  Lord  our  God  ;  and  of  llie  Holy 
Ghoft,  aa  a  divine  peifon*  who  exerts  the  power  of  the  Godhead  !— Chrift  has  a 
foiritual  kingdom,  which  fhal!  endure  for  ever;  and  all  its  great  and  glorious  blef* 
fings  take  their  rife  from  the  riches  of  God**  free  and  fovereign  mercy,  and  aie 
made  effeftu^l  to  us  by  his  almighty  power,  and  faithfulocfs  to  his  own  word, 
not  with  ft  and  mg  all  our  unwortbinefs.  What  a  fulid  ground  is  this  for  faith  ?  Its 
language  is,  Be  it  unto  thy  fervant  according  to  thy  word ;  and  it*  efTefts  arc,  hu¬ 
mility  and  admiration,  joy  and  prate  ;  BldTed  are  they  who  thus  believe  $  for 
there  fljaU  be  a  performance  of  the  things  that  are  told  them  from  the  Lord*  How 
ftiould  we  rejoice,  and  fing  for  joy*  like  the  virgin  and  Zacharias*  upon  bearing 
of  a  Saviour  born  for  us*  and  much  more  upon  receiving  him  into  our  hearts! 
And  with  what  pleafure  fliould  we  refleft  on  the  great  falvatiott  which  be  bring* 
to  others  as  well  as  ourfclvea!  How  happy  Is  tbeftate  of  true  believers  in  the  re- 
million  of  their  fins,  in  the  audience  of  their  prayers,  and  in  deliverance  from 
the  power  of  all  their  enemies  1  But  how  irtiferable  muft  tbe  cafe  of  others  be*  Who 
are  iti]l  in  the  bands  of  thofe  that  hate  them*  aud  that  mean  nothing  left  than 
their  eternal  perdition  !  How  carneftly  then  fhould  Goners  fly  to  Jefus  for  &U  fal- 
vationi  And  how  concerned  ftiould  his  people  be  to  give  glory  to  God*  by  be¬ 
lieving;  to  walk  in  all  his  ordinances' and  commandments  btamelefs*  and  that 
particularly  in  the  relation  of  hujbands  and  wives ;  and  to  ferve  him  with  inte¬ 
grity,  freedom,  and  delight,  as  under  his  eye,  abounding  therein  yet  more  and 
more  all  their  days  1  And  when  be  calls  any  to  peculiar  fervice,  as  he  did  John 
the  they  may  depend  upon  tus  being  with  them  to  fit  and  furnifti  them 

for  it.  May  we  Jay  up  all  thefe  things  in  our  hearts,  to  raife  our  expedatiattsand 
our  praifing  longs  l  Bleficd  be  God  for  his  gracious  vifite  by  a  Redeemer. 


CHAP*  n. 

The  birth  qf  Chrijt  at  Bethlehem,  c*~— 7*  It  is  notified  to  fhepherds  by 
an  angel *  and  an  heavenly  hqft  attends  with  fangs  of  praife*  8>«— 14. 
The  Jbef  herds  pubtifb  it  abroad*  15,-20-  He  is  circvmeifed  and 
prefented  in  the  temple*  2i? — 24.  SimeonV  and  Anna'j  prophecies 
of  him 1  25,-39.  The  fate  qf  his  youth*  and  his  difpute  with  the  doc* 
tors  in  the  temple*  40,-52. 
t  t  it.  Paraphrase* 

A*!?  psift'in  beinjr  conceived,  and  John  the  Baftifl  born* 

P  thofe  J  the  providence  of  God  fo  ordered  it,  that,  about 
Vol.  IL  t  B  this 

N  O  T  E. 

Jcfus  eawic  lo  yfcfot’s  hapttfm,  that  fo  There  might  he  no  itxjm  for  the  Icaft  fufpicion  as  if  they 
l:ad  contrived  bcfoi1  chart  to  be ar  an  honourable  trftinwuy  to  cadi  other*  See  Jibe.  i> 
ih  S4* 


t9 

tliufe  days*  that 
(bfra  went  out  a 
i!*n'rt  from  Ce¬ 
ja  r  AogoJhiA  , 
that  all  die  work! 
fhuuld  Ike  taxed* 


i  (And  this 
(axing  uie-  firft 
made  -when  Cy* 
renius  was  gover- 
Her  ot  Syria  ) 
j  And  all  went 
to  be  taxed,  every 
one  into  his  own 
city. 

4  And  Jttfrph 
iliu  *rni  tfp  from 
UaliJct,  out  of 
ttu  dry  of  Naia- 
foth,  into  Judea, 
vntn  the  city  of 
l)avidt  which  is 
called  ScfrbMicm, 
(hccauft  he  was 
of  the  Future  and 
hncagroFDovid)t 
j  To  be  taxed, 
with  Mary,  his 
clportfcd  wife,  be¬ 
ing  piw  with 
child*. 

.  a  And  To  it 
was ,  that  while 
they  were  there, 
the  rfjVS  wcte  ac- 
comtdilhcd  that 
Ae  JhotikL  c  de¬ 
livered  : 


7  Arid  fhs 
brought 
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this  time,  Augujius  Gafary  the  Raman  emperor,  pnbltfli- 
erf  an  erfi£t  for  raking  an  account  of  all  the  fubje&s  of 
his  empire,  which  was  then  in  its  higheft  glory,  and 
was  called  the  whole  wrldf  becanfe  it  extended  to  the 
greatelt  part  of  the  known  and  civilized  nations  ;  the 
delign  of  which  edift  was,  that  a  regifter  might  be  made 
of  their  perfons,  families,  qualities,  pofleflions,  and 
taxes  tffuable  from  them,  and  that  anfwerable  tributes 
might  be  paid  to  Gafar* 

2  And  this  was  done  f  at  the  time  when  Cyreniusf 
called  by  the  Romans  Sulputus  §uiriniusf  was,  by  the 
imperial  authority,  prefect  or  prelident  of  the  province 
of  Syria ,  inclufive* of  Judea  as  dependent  upon  it* 

3  In  obedience  to  this  command,  every  many  who 
was  abfent  from  the  city,  where  the  head  of  his  family 
was  bom  or  had  its  principal  reiidencc,  repaired  thither, 
that  he  might  be  iegiftcred  there. 

4,  5*  Now  Jofcp&t  the  efpoufed  hufband  of  the  virgin 
Jtfaryt  being,  as  well  as  (he,  defeended  from  the  royal 
line  of  David ,  fet  out  wich  her  from  Nazareth ,  a  city 
of  < taliUti  where  they  then  dwelt ;  and  went  to  a  ciry 
of  Jvdeaf  called  Bethlehem^  which  was  David's  native 
place,  (i  Sam *  xvh  i,  4.)  that  they  might  be  enrolled 
among  thofe  of  that  family*  And  Mary  was  fo  big  with 
the  child  (lie  had  conceived  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  as  to  be  near  her  time  of  delivery. 

6  This  order  of  the  emperor  dugujfuS)  which  was 
made  only  with  political  views,  was  wonderfully  over* 
ruled,  by  the  providence  of  .God,  to  fulfil  fame,  and 
clear  up  other  prophecies,  that  related  to,  and  were 
cbarackciiflic  of,  the  Mefliah,  as  he  was^to  be  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah ,  and  of  the  family  of  David »  and  to  be 
bom  at  Bethlehem^  (Gen*  xlix*  10*  Ija ■  xi.  1.  and  Mir  ah 
v.  2*);  for  at  the  very  time  when  both  JoJeph  and  Mary 
were,  on  this  remarkable  occafion,  brought  to  BctbU* 
hcm%  her  reckoning  valour.  * 

7  And  there  (lie  was  brought  to  bed  f  of  that  Son, 

who. 


NOTES. 

t  It  «  moft  ectirraHy  ftippofn]  that  (bis  ■  (hat  vituaiion,  which  was  twelve  years  af* 
taking  wait  firil  begun  during  {.Vim /*  gp-  tcTwards  ;  arid  by  ibis  lime  :hc  Jran  were 
f eminent  d  ipra  ;  But  <is  the  vorili  in  the  not  unly  a  depending  tributary  province*  but 
***1'^  (wyel*  vlt^«wakrvi~c  ICtifqww}  may  be  had  HkcwiJe a  fowitn  roverror  fet  overthem ; 
dilwreiuly  rendered,  and  y/rp^’i  account  and  &  the  groat  SbiM  catuc  juft  at  the  tint 
duc-x  nra  ^prw  with  oor  li  ambition  of  thrm,  of  tl(t fc?ptrc*S  dep$r£jit  frum  Judah,  accord- 
Others  think  they  Ihould  In  fowl,  fhi  t/ix*ug  itijj  to  the  prophecy  in  (rfu.  xlix*  io* 

wA'ttfwr  Cyronir*  Wi  pvtrMef  Sj  -  fWrm" s  CciWt  ii-  8vo.  p,  4jx,  ire. 
f,a  *  others  tonkiid,  that*  non  ktep-  And  the  whole  world  iieiii£  then  in  peace, 
ll*S  F®  ^ur  traulhtuNt,  tliry  rrl.uc,  not  (H1I4  that  was  a  proper  lidit  for  the  birth  of  tbc 
lyce  of  the  valuation  nr  enrollment,  but  10  Prion;  nf  pbirr-. 

>(*  iinac  uf  grtUnn*  the  Uxcs  according  \  j  7  CLrUl*  U\ng  horn  at  L he  time  of  this 

carol- 
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brought  forth  Iw 
firlt  -  Iwm  fon  , 
and  wrapped  him 
tn  fwaddftug  * 

dothe*,  »nd  laid 
him  in  a  manger, 
because  there  was 
noreom  fortbem 
in  ibc  inn. 


8  And  there 
were  in  the  fa  me 
country  ibep- 
bwifr  abiding  io 
the  Geld,  keeping 
watch  mr  thetr 
flock  hy  night. 

p  And  lo,  the 
angel  of  the  I^ord 
came  upon  tbrtn, 
and  i  he  glory  of 
the  Lord  .  fliooc 
round  about 

them  ;  and  they 
TOE  fore  afraid. 


to  And  the 
angel  hid  unto 
them.  Feat  not: 
fur  behold ,  I 
bring  yoa  good 
tidings  of  grnt 
}oy,  which  fluil 
he  m  JJ  people  i 
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who,  in  ht$  divine  nature,  wae  (f^wwf  rttfxf  irlntfj 
begotten  before  all  creation^  Col*  i.  15.)  and*  in  his 
human  nature,  was  her  firft-bom  in  fiich  a  manner  aa 
to  be,  by  way  of  eminence,  holy  to  the  Lord,  and  tbe 
Prophet,  Fried,  and  King  of  his  family  the  church  : 
And  when  the  mighty  God  and  everlaflmg  Father  thus 
became  an  infant  of  days,  &  indigent  were  his  parents, 
that  bis  mother  fwathed  him  with  fuch  mean  blankets 
and  rollers  as  (he  could  get,  and  made  ufe  of  a  liable 
for  his  chamber,  and  of  a  manger  for  his  cradle,  be* 
caufe,  the  city  being  then  full  of  people,  there  Was  no 
room  to  be  procured  in  the  inn  itfelf  for  a  perfon  of  her 
poverty. 

8  The  time  of  this  important  birth  was  at  that  feafon 
of  the  year  when  Ihephcrds  were  wont  to  lie  abroad  and 
watch  their  fheep  ail  night  ;'forae  of  which  were  then 
in  the  fields  near  Bethlehem. 

-  9  And,  while  they  were  employed  in  their  lawful 
calling,  obferre  what  an  honour  God  put  upon'  them, 
rat  her. than  upon  the  chief  priells  and  rulers,  kings  and 
nobles  of  the  earth ;  and  what  an  early  intimation  he 
herein  gave,  that  Chrift  Ihould  not  derive  his  authority 
from  man,  nor  aim  at  a  temporal  kingdom  !  As  Jacob 
and  Af^r  had  the  vifions  of  God-  while  they  were  keep¬ 
ing  their  Socks,  (Gen.  xxxi*  11*  and  Exod.  in.  1,  1.)  $ 
fo  X  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  down  in  a  vifible  form 
from  heaven,  and,-  Hopping  his  courfe  in  tbe  air,  (mo) 
flood  over  their  heads,  that  they  might  fee  him  i  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  glorious  brigbtnefs,  the  emblem  of 
the  Divine  Prefence,  fhone  all  around  them  >  at  which 
wonderful  fight  they,  like  mortal,  thor  $  good  men, 
were  filled  with  great  furprife  and  fear. 

10  Then,  to  relieve  their  labouring  minds,  and  en¬ 
courage  an  bumble  compofure,  confidence,  and  joy,  the 
angel  fpoke  comfortably  to  them,  faying,  Do  not  be 
difmayed  or  affrighted,  as  if  any  danger  were  at  hand : 
For  behold,  I  am  come  to  tell  you  the  hefl  news  that 
ever  reached  the  cars  of  the  finful  fone  of  man  \  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  greatefl  joy,  not  only  to  yourfelves,  but  to 
many  others  with  you  j  not  to  the  Jews  only,  hut  to 
tbe  Gentiles  alfo,  even  to  people  of  all  nations  that  fiia.ll 
bear  and  receive  it. 

B  a  11  For 


NOTES. 

enrolling,  was  probably  Jiimfelf  regilfeted  10-  before  had  appeared  to  Zecbems  and  to  JMi»- 
ojihtr  with  JJefb  and  M&j,  as  a  I'ubjefl  of  tj.  . 

tniL^ait  empire;  and  fo  ww  bwn  in  the  §  Thcfc  fhepherd^  ftem  to  nave  neen^re* 
form  of  a  fervanr,  tnd  madcundef  tbe  imp**  Jigicus  men*  iW  frauiS  *1  *  LoiJ  ;  h*  it  it. 
rial  a*  wdl  a*  divine  law.  xa  ftkb  tha  tied  remhitb  tattU*  />£  acn f. 

I  Tl’-i*  piubzlU  the  injvl  Gzh:t!>  who  14. 


so 

i 1  For  unto 
you  is  born  this 
day*  iu  .  the  city 
*r  D*vu,  »  s*- 
*uhk,  which  is 
Chrirt  tin  Lord, 


ii  And  thJs 
Sr  «  fign  un¬ 
to  yon ;  Yt  ft  a  II 
find  the  habe 
wrapped  in  ftvbi- 
dttug-ctalies,  ty¬ 
ing  ut  *  manner. 

t  ]  And  Aid- 
dcnly  there  was 
wh  the  angel  a 
mulihude  of  the 
hicivcoly  ho  ft 

,  and 

14  Glory  ro 
Cod  tn  the  high- 
t£ty  and  on  earth 
peace*  goad -will 
farads  min. 


if  And  ?t  cant  e 
to  pals,  as  the 
angels  were  gone 
awiy  from  them 
Into  heaven,  the 
ftep  herds  (aid  one 
to  another,  Let 
us  now  go  even 
tmro  BcUilehcm, 
and  fee  this  thing 
which  is  come  to 
paft,  vfaith  the 
Lord  hath  nude 
known  uiiLa  us. 
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1 1  For  to  you,  the  children  of  Jfrael,  and  of  the  far¬ 
thers  to  whom  the  promifes  were  made  ;  and  to  you, 
ftnncrs,  who  need  a  Saviour,  and  mull  be  for  ever  un¬ 
done  without  him ;  to  you,  in  diftin&ion  from  the  fallen 
angels ;  to  all  and  every  one  of  you  that  lliall  believe 
in  him,  is  the  long  looked  for  Mefliab  born,  this  very 
day,  at  Bethlehem,  the  city  of  David,  (l  Sam.  xvii.  12.} 
from  which  it  was  anciently  propheGed  (Mir.  v.  2,}  that 
He  ihould  arifc  who  is  the  anointed  of  God,  Sicwi’s  King, 
and  Lord  of  all. 

12  And  the  fign  by  which  ye  may  certainly  diltln- 
guifh  the  new-born  Infant  from  ail  others,  is  this  :  Yc, 
going  into  the  city,  fhall  find  him  in  the  liable  of  an 
inn,  wrapped  about  with  Twaddling  clothes,  and  lying 
in  a  manger. 

13  Immediately  upon  the  angel’s  delivering  this  joy¬ 
ful  melfage,  a  great  company  of  other  celeftial  fpirlts 
attended  him,  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  God,  and  con¬ 
gratulate  the  happinefs  of  men,  upon  the  incarnation 
of  hts  Son,  in  the  following  lofty  (trains. 

14  The  glory  of  God  is  no  w.dif played  more  than  e- 
ver  it  was  before  ;  May  all  pofllbde  honours  be  aferibed 
to  him,  in  the  mod  exalted  adorations,  among  his  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  world,  and  among  faints  and  angels  on  high  l 
The  greateft  profperity  and  happinefs  is  now  brought  to 
(infill  men  on  earth,  f  and  particularly  to  the  obje£b 
of  his  peculiar  love  among  them  :  -May  it  fpread  far  and 
wide  in  their  reconciliation  with  God,  with  us,  and 
with  one  another,  and  in  the  peace  of  their  own  fouls, 
that  enmity  and  diicord,  confufion  and  trouble,  may 
(10  moie  be  heard  of  among  them  I  Tbe  mod  afFeding 
inftance  of  the  mere  good  pleafure  of  God’s  good  nets 
now  breaks  out  toward  the  humaQ  race,  in  diitm&ion 
from  the  angelic  nature ;  May  all  deniable  bleffings 
fpring  from  thence,  and  be  communicated,  to  the  glory 
of  divine  grace,  in  their  falvation  thro’  the  MeJIiah ! 

15  As  Toon  as  thefc  glorious  {pints  had  in  this  man¬ 
ner  fung  the  praifes  of  the  Redeemer’s  birth,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  heaven  ;  and  the  fhepherds,  believing  what 
they  had  been  hearing,  communed  with  one  another 
about  it,  faying,  Come,  let  us  go  forward  to  Bethlehem , 
that  we  outfelves  may  fee  the  bleffed  Saviour,  who  God 
has  told  us,  by  an  immediate  exprefs  tom  himfelf,  is 
fo  lately  born  there. 

t6  Ac- 


NOTE. 

t  As  this  wlc  mayhemnCJfrednrulcrtlie  to  u*!»c!i  the  rtndeTrflg  may  be,  Peett  anawf 
form  of  a  declaration,  and  of  a  with;  and  men  if  hit  gw4- vUi ;  I  have  taken  all  theie 
”,  in  the  lift  cUufc,  the  AUxentean  aud  fcnf«  into  [hr  imraphrafc.  VU.  Mill.  iV.v- 
icvcral  other  copies  read  1  ■-< .  z  1 :» t,  according  Tejr.  rs  /or. 
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is  And  rt*y  1 6  Accordingly  they  haftened  thither  with  all  fpeed; 

Manr  ^°^0W'I1K  the  dire€Hoc6  of  che  angel,  foon  found  out 
and  jofeph,  and  Marymd  Jcfeph,  with  their  Intant-fon  iying  in  a  manger, 
the  bUx  lying  in  juft  as  the  heavenly  meffenger  had  represented  die  cafe, 
*  ^"fEn'd  .l  -i  J7  And,  their  faith  being  hereby  further  confirmed, 
they  had*  fee"  n,  they  were  f®  full  of  joy,  that  they  could  not  hold  their 
they  made  known  peace  j  but  took  all  opportunities,  wherever  thry  came, 
which  t^  to  the  vifion,  and  the  declaration  and  fong  of  the 

them  concerning  angels,  which  they  had  been  favoured  with,  as  alfo  what 
this  child.  they  themfelves  had  feen  at  Bethlehem,  relating  to  this 
child. 


*8  And  dl  And  all  tbat  heard  the  (hepherds  account  of  thefe 

they  that  heard  things  were  greatly  amazed,  and  at  a  lofs  to  know  what 
it,  aroodered  u  to  make  of  it.  They  could  not  think  it  likely  that  fuch 
which  were'wS  1  ^oft  plain,  honeft,  undefigning  men  fhould  florin 
them  by  the  Qjep-  the  ftory,  and  go  about  to  tmpofe  it  on  the  world  $  and 
herd**  could  not  but  know  that  their  teftimony  was  ftrength- 

ened  by  the  general  expectation  at  that  time  of  the  Mef- 
Cab's  appearing,  and  by  the  then  prevailing  notion  that 
his  birth  would  he  at  Bethlehem,  (Mat.  ii.  4,  5.);  And 
yet  it  was  wonderful  in  their  efteem,  that  he  fhould  be 
bom  of  fuch  mean  parents,  and  in  fuch  defpicable  cir- 
cum fiances  ;  and  that  perfons  of  fuch  low  figure  as  thefe 
(hepherds  fhould  be  the  men  to  whom  God  fem  411  an¬ 
gel  to  reveal  it. 

ip  Bat  Mary  l9  But  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jefus,  believed  as  well 
irpt  all  ihd*  as  wondered  at  thefe  things;  and,  for  the  ftrengthening 
dungs,  and  pon-  of  her  faith,  and  ezpcdation  of  what  might  further  ap- 
tiejn,  e,B  ln  pear,  (he  carefully  obferved  and  ferioufly  reflected  upon 
them,  comparing  what  the  angel  had  laid  to  the  (hep- 
herds,  and  the  fhepberris  to  her,  with  what  (he  before 
had  heard  from  Gabriel,  and  from  Zachariat  and  Eli- 


10  And  the 
frephtfd*  return¬ 
ed  ,  glorifying 
and  prtifmg  Goo 
ibr  *11  _  the  things 
that  they  had 
beard  and  fan, 
as  it  told  un¬ 
to  them* 


i*  And  when 
eight  dap  were 
accompLilned  for 
the  tirttimdfion 
<J  the  child,  hi* 
name 


fhbctk;  though*  to  prevent  an  appearance  of  vain-glory* 
(he  kept  them  moftly  to  herfclf* 

20  And  the  (hepherds  returned  to  the  duties  of  their 
civil  ftation*  with  the  high  praifes  of  God  in  their  hearts 
and  mouths-;  They  admired  and  adored  his  infinite  love 
and  grace  to  man*  and  his  affedling  oondefeeniion  in 
honouring  themfelves  in  (o  extraordinary  a  manner  with 
the  firft  notices  of  it;  they  gave  glory  to  God  for  all  that 
they  had  heard  and  feen  at  BtthUb&m  as  well  as  in  the 
fields*  and  for  the  eita£t  correspondence  which  they 
found  between  fa£ts  and  the  angers  wordsr 

21  Now*  on  the  eighth  day  after  the  birth  of  this 
child*  (fee.the  note  on  Mat.  «vii.  63*)  his  parents  took 
care  to  have  him  circumcifed  according  to  God's  com¬ 
mand*  {Gtn*  syii*  8*  9.):  "Which  painful  ordinance  he 
was  brought  under*  not  becaufe  he*  who  was  holy  in 

B  3  his 
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naiof  caller! 

J  £  3  0  !*,  which 
wk  fo  named  of 
the  before 

he  was  euflteivol 
in  the  wottjb* 


at  And  when 
the  days  of  her 
purificition ,  ac* 
cording  to  the 
Uw  of  Mofes  t 
accompli ih* 
edr  they  brought 
him  loJtruljLin^ 
to  prefent  btm  to 
the  Loup; 

it  (As  k  is 
uriuen  m  the  Uw 


his  birth,  needed,  like  other  children,  to  be  cieanfed 
from  original  fin \  but  that  he  might  appear  in  the  like* 
nefs  of  linful  flefli,  and  be  vifibly  made  under  the  law 
by  a  facred  right,  which  obliged  him  to  keep  the  whole 
law  ;  as  alfo  that  he  might  be  owned  to  be  the  feed  of 
Mr,ibata>  and  a  member  of  the  Jevsijb  church  j  might 
wear  the  badge  of  the  children  of  God,  and  put  an  ho¬ 
nour  upon  the  folemn  covenant- dedication  of  the  infant- 
feed  of  God’s  pr  oft  fling  people  to  him:  And,  at  his 
circumcifion,  his  parents,  according  to  cuftom,  publicly: 
declared  his  name  to  be  JtfvS)  as  the  angel  ordered  him 
to  be  called,  at  his  appearing  firft  to  Mary  before  the 
conception,  and  afterwards  to  Jofepb  before  the  birth, 
of  the  child,  (chap.  i.  31.  and  Mat .  i.  21.) 

ai  And  forty  days  after  his  birth,  which  was  the 
time  appointed  in  Mofis*s  law  fox  f  the  purification  of 
the  mother  of  a  male  child,  {Lev.  xii.  2,  3,  4.)  his  pa¬ 
rents  brought  him  to  JervfaUm,  that  they  might  prefent 
him  in  the  temple  before  the  Lord,  by  which  all  righ- 
teoufnrfs  early  began  to  he  fulfilled  in  him. 

23  This  was  done  in  obedience  to  the  law,  {Exod. 
xiii.  2.)  where  God  ordered  that  all  the  fiift-born  of  Jf- 
rael  (hould  be  confecrated  to  him,  in  commemoration 


of  the  l  or  d,  antj  thankful  acknowledgment  of  his  having  delivered 
operwrtT111*  the  ^eirs,  when  tbofe  of  the  Egyptians  were  flain  by  the 
womb  (hall  be  deftroying  angel ;  {Numb.  iii.  13.)  Accordingly  Jefus, 
tailed  holy  co  the  who  is  the  nr  ft- born  among  many  brethren,  was  pre- 
®ao»J  fenced  i(i  the  temple,  as  ftlary’s  firft-bom  that  he 

might  be  deemed  holy  to  the  Lord, 
fer**  ^office  24  ^  ^ame  t*me  ^is  motk®r  likcwife  offered  the 
cording  ro  tbit  facriflee  appointed  in  the  law  of  God  for  her  purifica- 
which  is  laid  in  tion  :  And  as  her  hufband  and  (he  were  too  poor  to  af- 

L  o  r*d  a  'lit  ^ort*  a  an<*  a  c^ovc>  which  were  required  of  thofe 
of  tank -dove**  that  were  able,  (he,  as  was  allowed  in  cafe  of  poverty, 
« two jfMiag.pi-  {Lev.  xii.  6,  7,  8.)  offered  a  couple  of  turtle-doves  or 
young  pigeons  *  one  for* a  burnt-offering,  in  tefttmony 
pf  her  tbankfulncfs ;  and  the  other  fora  fin -offering,  in 
teftimeny  of  her  fhifulnefs,  and  unworthicefs  of  the 
mercy  fhe  had  received 5  and  both  together;  to  make  a 
typical  atonement  for  her. 

u  A"'*  h«T  25  While  Jefus  appeared  in  all  thefe  circumftances 
of  meannefs  ip  the  temple,  obferve  the  honour  which  at 

the 
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enpic  md it,  {twin.,}  t&eir  per.  VIS.  MilL  in  Ik. 
pan-rd/wst,  taking  in  both  the  virgin  ant)  J  ChriiTs  birth  being  exprcfTed  by  bit 
Jems ;  and  choegh  be  had  no  (in  or  hit  own,  opening  lit  vettA,  fbew*  mat  be  vu  bom  of 
yet,  a*  he  wy  to  be  made  Jim  hr  ms,  be  came  the  virgin  in  the  ulna  l  way  of  womens  briiw- 
upder  the  len]  ordinamx  for  purification,  log  forth  children,  whufeever  fane  of  the 
use  outer  children,  ax  if  he  had  been  a  fa-  apcienix  vjiuly.imagiocd  to  the  contrary. 
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the  Came  rime  was  put  upon  him  :  There  was  in  Jtru- 
JaUm%  a  Doted  man,  named  Stmem*  who  was  a  perfon 
of  great  integrity  and  devotion,  ftrittty  juft  toward  men, 
and  eminently  religious  toward  God;  and  who  believed, 
and  was  daily  looking  for  an  accomplifhment  of,  the 
prom  ties  concerning  the  Melba  h>  the  hope  of  whom  was 
the  joy  of  rtie  faithful  in  Ifr&ely  and  wfrofc  appearing 
would  bring  to  them  the  richdt  consolations  :  And  the 
Holy  Gholt  came  upon  this  holy  man,  in  a  way  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  ^revelation  and  prophetic  iinpulfe ; 

26  And  he  was  divinely  warned,  hy 

the  infpirarion  of  the  Spirit,  that  the  joyful,  long -looked 
for  day  of  God's  Melfiah’s  appearing,  was  fb  nigh  at 
hand,  that,  old  as  he  was,  his  own  eyes  ftiouid  behold 
him  before  he  died  f. 

27  Accordingly,  at  the  very  time  when  the 

reputed  father,  and  Mary  the  real  mother,  of  Jefus, 
brought  him  into  the  temple  to  prefect  him  to  the  Lord 
according  to  the  legal  cuftom  before-mentioned,  (ver* 
22,)  this  Simon  came  thither  Ukewife  by  the  fuggeftkq 
of  the  Spirit  of  God* 

28  And,  as  fixm  as  he  fiuv  the  Infant;  it  being  re¬ 
vealed  to  him  by  the  Holy  Ghoftthat  this  was  the  Lord's 
Chrift,  Ins  heart  leaped  for  joy ;  and,  in  holy  transport, 

h/him  caught  the  dear  Saviour  in  his  arms,  ami,  embracing 

arms,  and  bldltd  him  adored,  ami  magnified,  and  gave  thanks  to  God 
for  him,  in  the  following  fong  of  praife. 

29.  Now,  Lord,  1  have  done  with  the  prefent  life, 
thou  having  given  me  the  utmoft  that  my  heart  could 
with  for  in  it:  And,  as  this  performance  of  thy  pro- 
mife,  about  feeing  riic  MefCah,  ts  an  intimation  $  that 
the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand,  1  am  ready  to  die 
at  thy  command ;  ami  it  is  with  the  greateft  fatisft£tion 
that  I  leave  the  Saviour  in  this  world,  and  hope  to  meet 
him  with  rich  advantage  in  a  better* 
jo  For  mine  30  Fog  I  am  highly  favoured  beyond  all  the  prophets 
an^  mcu  have  cvcr  E0ne  before  me;  their  pre- 
tWKQ,  diftiona  are  now  accomplifhed,  and  thy  gracious  pro- 
mife  particularly  to  me  thy  unworthy  fervunt  is  fulfilled ; 
thefe  mortal  eyes  of  mine  have  been  bletfcd  with  the 
fight  of  him,  who  is  the  fum  and  lubftance,  and  the 
author  and  giver,  of  all  the  (alvation  which  thou  halt 
promifed  to  bellow  thro*  him ; 

B  4  31  Whom 

N  o  r  E  9. 


holdt  there  wis  a 
am  mjerufalem, 
wlmfi;  uair,c  was 
Simeon;  anil  the 
lime  man  veijuft 
and  devout,  wait¬ 
ing  fortht  conlb- 
Jaiion  of  iJrvi  t 
and  the  holy 
Ghofl  W4S  upon 
him. 


16  And  it  was 
itvealtrj  Tin  to  him 
by  the  JinJy 

that  he 
fliouM  nor  lee 
death,  bcJbn  he 
had  lcen  the  Lord 
GhrilL 

17  And  he 

came  hy  the 
Ipint  into  (he 
temple  :  and 

*  hen  the  parrni* 
brought  in  the 
dnid  Jdiu,  to  do 
fut  him  alter  the 
cnltqro  ofh  the 
law, 

18  Then  rook 


God,  a  ad  Uid, 

xp  Lora,  now 
Irttcft  ihou  thy 
ftrvant  depart  in 
pcict,  Bccordinjr 
in  thy  word  : 


+  death  i$  a  Hebraifm  for  djixgt 
Fuk  fanii*.  48. 

iSome  fiippofe  that  Sinuott  was  a  prieO, 
end  (hit  he  took  Jcfus  in  his  *rm$  to  per¬ 
form  the  pnefTspin  in  prcJcatUg  ]  ilia  to 
the  Lord* 


§  Simmi  foe  me  J  to  uiulti^iitl,  tliut  wli*t 
was  revedt;!  to  Jtim  hy  the  Holy  Uftuii»  ver. 
xrf.  carried  this  meaning,  That*  as  as 
he  fHontti  have  leen  the  Lord4*  Chrifl,  he 
lhouid  JjC}  ami  he  *4^  willing  lo  luve  u  C±. 


24 

31  Which  tHqn 
hft  prepared  lw> 
fore  the  fipe 
«D  people ; 


31  A  light  to 
enlighten  the 
Gentilev  and  the 
dorf  of  thf  peor 
pk  Ural.  4 


33  And  Jofeph 
and  fib  mother 
marvelled  of  thole 
things  which 
were  rpoJtco  of 
liim. 


34  And  fume- 
on  blrflni  them* 
and  frill  unto 
Maty  his  mother, 
Erholrt,  this  rhitd 
is  let  for  the  fall 
and  ilfijig  4 pin 
of  many  in  Ura- 
cl ;  and  for  a  ftgn 
which  Ml  l)c 
fpokcD  ajjainli: 


i*  (Yea/  a 
f*ord  fli>:1l  fierce 
through  thy  o*ti 
foul  jjfot}  <bat 
the 


The  Evangellfl  Luke  faraphrafed*  Gh.  H. 

3 1  Whom  thou  haft  provided  in  thy  eternal  counfels, 
and  now  fent  into  the  world,  and  for  whom  thou  haft 
prepared  a  body,  that  he  may  appear  with  open  evidence 
and  effeftual  operation,  as  a  Redeemer  among  all  nations 
whatsoever. 

32  Thou  haft  given  him  to  be  a  light  to  the  Gentiles , 
who  have  in  all  ages  fat  in  darkneft ;  and  to  ref  ore  the 
preferved  of  Jfrael,  who  were  funk  into  great  degene¬ 
racy,  {Ifa,  alii.  6.),  yea,  and  to  bring  the  highell  ho¬ 
nour  to  thine  ancient  people  the  Jews,  as  be  derives 
his  birth  from  them,  will  perfonally  converfe  with, 
preach,  and  do  his  mighty  deeds,  and  begin  bis  Saving 
work  fir  ft  among  them,  and  will  afterwards  Send  out  his 
gofpel  from  them  for  the  converfion  of  others  ;  and  in 
him  (hall  all  the  true  feed  tf  IJroel  hejvftijied,  and  Jbafl 
gfarj*  (Ifa.  xlv.  25.) 

33  In  this  mannBT  Simeon  celebrated  the  praifes  of 
God,  giving  free  vent  to  his  facred  joy  at  the  fight  of 
the  Mefliah  :  And  both  Jofephy  and  Mary  bis,  mother, 
reflecting  on  this,  together  with  what  they  had  feen  and 
beard  before  concerning  him,  ftood  amazed  at  the  re¬ 
markable  concurrence  of  fuch  magnificent  testimonies  to 
the  great  and  glorious  things  rha  t  were  to  be  done  by  him. 

34  And  while  they  were  filled  with  delightful  won¬ 
der,  Simeon  congratulated  their  happipefs,  and  begged 
of  God  to  hlefs  them  on  account  of  their  relation  to 
Jefus ;  and  particularly  addrefling  himfclf  to  the  virgin 
Mary,  he  Said,  Obfefve,  this  very  child  is  ordained  of 
God,  and  brought  into  the  world,  to  be  eventually  an 
occaiion  of  Humbling  and  falling  to  many  IJratliteSy  as 
was  propbefied  of  him,  {Ifa,  viii.  14,  15, 18.)}  but  the 
direct  and  principal  defign  of  God  in  fending  him,  is 
to  raife  up  many  others  of  them,  and  even  of  tnofe  that 
at  fir  ft  (tumbled  at  bipi,  to  Spiritual  life  and  happinds, 
thro1  faith  in  him  here,'  and  to  eternal  glory  hereafter ; 
Many  alfo  (ball  fall,  in  a  temporal  fenfe,  by  outward 
troubles  and  diSgraces  for  his  fake;  aud  (hall  fife  in  a 
Spiritual  fenfe,  hy  the  inward  confolations  and  fpi ritual 
honours  that  he  will  heftow  upon  them  ;  And  he  (half 
appear  in  fuch  wonderfully  mean  and  Suffering  circum¬ 
stances,  that  many  will  fpeak  with  bitter  enmity,  blaf* 
phemy,  and  revilings,  againft  him. 

.35  Yea,  fo  inveterate  will  their  prejudices  and  cru¬ 
elties  he  againft  him,  that  you,  who  have  the  honour 
of  being  his  mother  after  the  flefh,  Shall  fuffer  as  much 
anguifh  and  pain,  as  if  your  heart  were  thru  ft  through 
with  a  fword,  on  account  of  the  (hocking  things  which 
you  Shall  be  eye  and  ear  witoeffeji  of  as  done  and  (aid 

againft 


ch.  i. 

the  thoughts  of 

many  team  may 
be  revealed* 


36  And  there 
vis  oik  Anna  a 

pruplietefc  f  (ho 
(bughtcr  of  P  fu¬ 
nnel,  of  the  tribe 
of  Afcr:  ihe  4  as 
of  a  groat  age, 
and  bad  Lived 
wi:h  an  hoJbaoi 
fcvcQ  years  from 
her  virginity: 

3T 

ns  a  widow  of 
about  fwxrfcore 
and  four  y«r«; 
uhich  departed 
not  from  the  tem¬ 
ple  *  but  lerved 
Ctd  wkh  fatfiugs 
and  prayers  night 
and  day. 

36  And  flic  co¬ 
ming  in  that  in¬ 
fant,  cave  thanks 
likewite  unto  the 
Lord,  and  fpafcc 
of  him  to  all  them 
that  looked  for 
redemption  in  je- 
ruialcm, 

59  And  when 
they  had  per¬ 
formed  all  things 
according  ro  the 
bwoftht  Lom  d, 
they  returned  iu- 
ro  Galilee  , .  to 
their  own  city 
^uarcth. 

40  And  the 
child  grew,  and 
wued  fbong  in 
fpirit, 


The  Evangelifl  Lukf.  pnraphrafed.  a 5 

againfthim,  and  by  means  of  tbe  pcrfecutions  which  yon 
fhall  fuffer  for  his  fake  becaufe  of  your  relation  to  him 
and  profeflion  of  him  f;  alt  which  will  come  to  pals  for 
the  difeovery  of  many  hypocrites  and  lincere  believers, 
that  it  may  be  clearly  feen,  Who  are  for  him,  and  (hall  be 
faved  j  and  who  are  againft  him,  and  Ihall  be  loft  for  ever. 

3 6  There  was  likewife  one  Anna ,  who  was  endued 
with  the  (pint  of  prophecy  j  the  was  the  daughter  of 
Pbantielt  of  the  tribe  of  Ajhcry  and  a  very  old  woman, 
who  had  been  married  only  to  one  huiband,  aud  lived 
in  a  ftare  of  wedlock  but  feven  years  from  her  virginity 
to  her  widowhood* 

37  The  age  of  this  widow  was  about  eighty-four  years: 
And  tho*  Ihe  was  fo  old,  yet  fuch  were  her  uncommon 
piety  and  devotion,  that  ihe  conllantly  attended  the  wor- 
fhip  of  God  at  .die  templfe,  morning  aud  evening,  and 
on  all  occaGcns  $  an4  was  very  frequent  in  folemn  fall¬ 
ings  and  prayer,  to  as  great  a  degree,  as  the  frailty  of 
human  nature,  at  her  advanced  years,  could  be  fuppofed 
to  admit  of. 

38  This  holy  woman  coming  into  the  temple,  as  well 
as  Sbneony  at  the  very  time  when  Jefus  was  brought  thi¬ 
ther  5  and  Ihe,  by  the  inlpiration  of  the  Holy  Gholt, 
knowing  him  to  be  the  Meifiah,  heartily  bleiTcd  God  for 
him,  and  talked  of  him  to  all  her  religious  acquaintance 
In  Jeru/a!emy  who  were  waiting  with  faith,  hope,  and 
longing  defire,  for  the  falvation  which  they  were  then 
expecting  would  foon  be  brought  to  his  people  hy  the 
great  Redeemer,  * 

39  When  every  thing  relating  to  Chrift  and  his  mo¬ 
ther  had  been  done  at  Jerufakm  as  the  law  required  in 
their  circumftances,  they,  together  with  the  reputed  fa¬ 
ther  Joftph)  returned  in  due  time  $  to  Nazareth  in  Ga¬ 
lilee,  which  was  the  town  of  their  ufual  refidence. 

40  And  the  child  Jefus  tnereafed  in  bodily  ftrength 
and  ftatuic  ;  and  {  the  natural  powers  of  his  human 
mind  daily  improved,  with  his  advancing  years,  as  they 
do  in  other  children,  only  with  abundantly  more  Ibength 

and 


N  0  T  £  S. 

f  Epsfhamuti  as  k  trfoally  obierved,  fry*,  fpiriitci  endowments,  which  T  take  to  have 
that  Mery  iierfdt1  Offered  martyrdom  Cor  proceeded  rather  from  (Ik  power  of  the 
Chtift*  Ktd  iii,  Hsref.  utviti.  dwelling  Godhead*  which  wit  pcrfbna;*/ 

1  L«h  pafles  over  Jofeph't  flight  with  Jt-  trailed  wuftihe  Man  Jefus*  than  from  ihej*:! :  * 
fin  and  his  mother  into  Egjft*  which  we  of  thelloty  Ghoft ;  IukihI'c  it  U  ntvcf  uid  of 
hive  an  account  of*  Mai.  ii„  and  which,  u  him,  a*  of  JtJm  tit  (chap.  L  if.)  this. 

is  gcocraJfr  fuppofed,  took  up  UfiKr  than  be fattld  be  piles  itilb  itu  defy  Ghjl*  m  tafrrm 
two  years  before  their  return  ro  Nezmtb*  Bis  m&htr's  TWiwfl  /  nor  U  any 

U  Hi*  wnxiuj  flrcxjin  jpirti ,  feenu  10  re-  of  CUriflN  ht\n%  filled  with  (be*  1C- Jy  Gh'jtf, 
hie  to  the  natural  improvements  of  hi*  hu-  till  his  bsptiim,  #i:en  he  (‘liitml  upni  tK' 
idui  foul:  and  the  following  exprdlwni  public  dii charge  of  the  office  lu*  wtikk  his 
amt  iquncduidy  refjpcft  hU  citraoriunry  Father  fad  him* 


26  The  EvangeliJ}  Lvk  e  faraphrafcd*  Gh*ii, 

^llom^Btldihc  v*Eour ;  an^  tog€thex  with  tb«  enlargement  of  rhefc* 
gfu<x<?f  Cod  w  be  was  yifibly  enriched,  every  day  more  and  more  in  an 
upon  bun,  extrdordijoary  manner,  with  divine  wifdom,  free  from 
all  mixture  of  folly  or  error,  by  the  irradiating  light  of 
the  indwelling  Godhead,  which  gradually  opened  itfdf 
in  him,  and  fi’led  him  witltevery  gi^ce,  nr  beyond  one 
of  hU  age,  ft  and  highly  recommended  him  to  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  God. 

at  How  bii  41  Now,  as  at  the  paflbvtr  all  the  males  of  l/rael  were 
t0  obliged  by  the  law  to  appear  annually  before  the  Lord  at 
Jeru/aim^  jfofeph  conftantly  went  up  thither ;  and  Marjf 
the  pajfevcr*  in  the  greatndfs  of  her  piety,  attended  him  every  year  on 
thofe  folemn  occaGons,  to  celebrate  that  great  feflival 
there* 


4%  And  when 
he  was  twelve 
yea rs  ©Jd,  they 
went  up  to  Jeru¬ 
salem,  after  the 
rutloni  of  tUc 
ttaft, 

4j  And  when 
they  had  fulfilled 
the  dap,  at  they 
returned  ,  the 
child  Jrfu$  tamed 
behind  iii  Jeruia- 
Um  ;  ajid  JoTeph 
and  hit  mother 


42  And  when  Jefus  came  to  be  twelve  years  old, 
$  his  parents  took  him  along  with  them  to  Jeruja\em%  that 
he,  together  with  them,  might  attend  the  ufual  tites 
and  ordinances  of  that  religious  feaft. 

43  And  when  they  bad  continued  there  the  full  length 
of  the  appointed  time,  till  all  the  worfbip  belonging  to 
that  folemnity  was  over,  his  parents  fet  oat  for  their 
journey  back  again  to  Nazareth ;  but  Jefus  himfelf  ftaid 
ftill  at  Jerufaiem,  to  manifeft  fomething  of  the  glory 
which  was  afterwards  to  be  more  fully  revealed  in  him ; 
Jojephy  and  Mary  his  mother,  knowing  nothing  of  the 


knew  not  of  it.  matter. 

44  ,Bllt ,  ■thty  44  But,  as  great  companies  uled  to  travel  together  in 

i^tbe  ^eir  return  home,  they  concluded  that  he  was  among 
fninjmy,  went  a  fume  of  their  relatitfhs  or  acquaintance,  tho'  not  prefent 
dar's  journey:  with  themfclvcs  %t  and  lo  were  eaTy  till  they  had  gone 
him  ajnong°/wrr  a  day’s  journey ;  when,  neither  feeing  nor  heariug  any 
kintTolk,  uid  *c-  thing  of  him,  they  began  to  be  in  great  pain  about  him, 
quiinuace.  ami  to  inquire  after  him  among  alt  the  companies  with 
wham  they  thought  he  might  mod  probably  aflbeiate. 

_  45  And  when,  upon  inquiry,  they  found  their  mi¬ 
nd,  they  tamed  flake,  and  knew  not  what  was  become  of  their  dear 
tick  sgMo  w  j«-  child,  from  whom  they  juftly  expe£led  the  belt  of  blef- 
fciin.6”'  ’ ieC  1115  ^n8s  10  tbendelves  and  to  Jfratl,  they,  full  of  frights  and 

45  Andie  came  fears,  h aliened  back  again  with  all  poflible  fpeed  to  Je- 
to  pan,  that  after  rufa/rm,  t(j  make  the  llriclell  fearch  after  him. 

<  .rtc  46  Here  like  wife  they  fought  for  him  in  vain,  tillthe 

third  day,  (fee  the  note  on  Jlfat.  xxvii.  63-)  when,  to 
the  joy  of  their  hearts,  they  found  him  in  an  apartment 

of 


NOTE. 

'l  Zra£C>  fonieiimes  iigmfics  an  PcrfOTSwereohlTgcdtodothcdiuJesofaduIt 

exodtrm  j* Ur l  quality  \  anti  at  fibers,  the  choidi-roenibctftiip. 

faiorir  irt*  Gnrf  :  AtkMa  both  theft:  Cmfc?  it  J  Or  the  men  ani  women  travelling  rrroft^ 
ii  applied  to  CKriit,  Jtfa].  14.  fit  Luk'  ii.  5*4  iy  in  diftinft  companies,  his  mother  mijjhe 

think  that  he  was  with  his  father*  a#d  ra 
5  At  this  a&e,  the  dottem  fay,  father  that  he  was  with  UU  mother* 


Ch.fi. 

found  bim  m  the 
temple^  fitting  m 
(be  mid  ft  of  t  be 
doftort  y  both 
haring  them  , 
and  ifting  thtm 

queftioDt* 

47  And  all  tli  at 
h«did  him  wm 
aftonUhol  at  hi* 
undcrtluidui| 
and  wfWcrt. 


40  And  when 
tTicy  faw  him , 
were  ama¬ 
zed  :  and  bis  men 
rha  ikid  onto 
hini,  Son,  why 
hart  thou  thus 
dealt  wifh  us  1 
behold,  thy  ta- 
eber  aud  1  Jure 
i.ught  thecf  lor- 
inning* 


49  And  be  fuid 
onto  them.  How 
u  it  ihat  ye  fought 
me  ?  wilt  yt  not 
thu.  I  mult  be  a* 
bout  ray  Father's 
buhiicls  1 


jo  And  they 
under  flood  not 
the  laying  uhich 
he  fpafct  unto 
them. 


The  EvangeliJJ  Luke  parapbrafed.  2  \ 

of  the  temple  where  the  do&oiE  ufeil  to  difculs  matters 
relating  to  rhe  law  ;  and  there,  though  but  twelve  years 
old,  he  was  Gtting  among  them,  and  ihewing  his  great 
modelty  in  hearing  their  debates,  and  his  extraordinary 
wifdom  in  propofmg  qucltions  to  them,  and  in  anf'wer- 
iug  fuch  as  they  put  to  him : 

47  in  &>-  much  that  all  the  audience  were  exceedingly 
amazed  at  the  manner  of  his  talking,  which  was  not 
like  a  child,  hut  like  one  who  had  the  whilom  of  God 
in  him  ;  fomethiog  or  his  divinity  displaying  it  fei  f  on  this 
occaGon,  in  fuch  a  furprifsng  manner,  that  he  outihone 
all  the  Fabbics  thomfelves  in  the  fagacity  and  prudence 
of  his  queflions  and  replies- 

48  And  when  his  parents  found  him  thus  employed 
and  admired  among  fuch  company,  they  were  amazed, 
to  tliink.  what  early  appearances  here  were  of  the  great 
things  that  they  had  reafon  to  expert  from  what  they 
before  had  heard  and  feen  concerning  him :  And  as 
Jofepht  heing  only  his  father-in-law,  mighr  not  think 
proper  to  chide  him,  his  mother,  taking  him  aGde,  ex- 
poflulated  with  him  after  the  following  tender  manner: 
Ah,  my  dear  foil t  why  didft  thou  flay  behind  thy  father 
and  me,  without  our  knowledge  or  content,  to  put  us 
into  fuch  a  terrible  fright  about  thee  ?  O  !  think  of  the; 
diflrefs  this  has  coll  us:  Our  minds  have  been  day  after 
day  upon  the  rack,  ever  fince  we  miffed  thee;  and  we 
have  been  diligently' fearching  among  all  our  kindred 
and  acquaintance  for  thee,  with  a  thoufand  fears  left 
fome  dreadful  mifebief  had  come  to  thee:  How  couldil 
thou  give  us  an  occaGon  of  lb  much  grief  and  trouble  ? 

49  Jefus  replied,  in  a  way  of  dutiful  refpeft  to  his 
fuppofcd  father,  as  well  as  to  his  real  mother,  Iiow 
comes  it  to  pals  that,  after  all  which  has  been  told  you 
about  me,  ye  fhould  fo  little  confidcr  my  having  a  Fa¬ 
ther  in  heaven,  whom  I  mull  prefer  to  all  earthly  pa¬ 
rents,  and  who  has  fent  me  on  ipecial  buGncfs  into  the 
world,  which  1  mult  attend  to?  Where  was  your  faith, 
that  ye  fhould  he  fo  painfully  folicitous  in  your  feeking 
after  me  ?  and  where  could  you  fo  reafonably  expert  to 
find  me,  as  in  my  heavenly  Father’s  own  houfe,  and 
employed  in  his  affairs  ? 

50  And  yet  they  did  not  take  in  his  meaning  about 
the  fpirirual  nature  of  his  work,  fince,  according  ro  the 
prevailing  notions  of  that  day  ahout  the  Mdliah,  and: 
according  to  the  declaration  ot  the  angel  that  he  fhould 
have  the  throne  of  David  his  father,  (chap,  i.  32.)  they 
expe&ed  it  would  have  lain  rather  among  the  princes  and 
ritlq?  of  this  world,  than  among  the  dotiors  in  the  temple. 

51  Wh  tit 


48 

ft  And  he 
vent  down  with 
them,  and, came 
to  Nazareth,  and 
ms  fubjcft  unto 
them  :  but  Ms 
m other  kept  all 
theft  fay  mgs  in 
Act  heart. 


St  And  Jefus 
io created  in  wif- 
doat  and  Aacure , 
And  in  favour 
with  God  and 
ouu 


The  Evangefijl  Luke  paraphra/ed*  Ch.  \U 

5  x  When  by  this  anfwer  he  bad  plainly  intimated  that 
he,  as  the  Son  of  God,  mi^ht  juftly  claim  the  liberty 
he  had  taken  without  their  leave*  be  neverthelefg,  to 
fhew  that  he  was  really  a  man*  who  came  to  perform 
the  obcdieace  belonging  to  every  relation  of  life  into 
which  he  was  cad,  readily  returned  to  live  with  them  at 
Nazareth  in  a  private  and  obfciue  manner  f  till  about 
the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  (chap*  iti.  a 3,)  and  cheer¬ 
fully  fubmittetl  to  their  commands  in  every  ioftanee  of 
filial  duty*  In  the  mean  while*  his  mother  carefully  trea¬ 
sured  up  all  thefe  remarkable  occurrences  in  her  memo* 
ry ;  and  often  refleQed  ferioufly  upon  them*  in  hopes  of 
underftanding  them  better  in  time  to  come. 

5a  And  as  Jefus  grew  up  in  bodily  flature,  he  all 
airing  remarkably  increafed  in  oftraordinary  attainments 
of  divine  and  fpiritua),  as  well  as  of  natural  wiitiom  and 
underftanding,  as  fall  as  his  human  foul  was  capable  of 
them ;  and  in  his  acceptahlenefs  to  God,  and  to  tfaofe 
men  that  had  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  his 
holy  and  amiable  qualifications. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


Who  that  duly  coolidm  Augu0us\  decree*  and  the  great  purposes  anfwcrrd 
by  it,  without  any  detign  in  him  to  aocompKJh  ancient  prophecies,  in  proof  that 
our  Jefus  is  the  true  Mcfiiah,  can  doubt  of  Goto  foreknowledge  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  tiie  free  actions  of  men  ?  And  O  how  glorious  is  the  fahatbn  brought  in 
by  Jtfus  Chrift !  how  honourable  to  God,  how  full  of  grace  and  peace  tq  the  men 
of  his  good-will !  How  delightful  are  the  t  id  mgs  of  it  in  the  gofpel ;  and  what 
high  praife*  are  due  to  God  on  its  account!  How  cheerfully  fhould  wc  embrace 
that  dear  Saviour;  and  how  corrfialJy believe  in  him,. and  recommend  him  to 
others!  How  great  is  the  eonfolatiuti  that  fuck  lhall  Sod  in  him ;  and  how  wita 
ling  muft  it  make  them  to  die,  and  go  to  heaven,  and  leave  this  world  of  fin  and 
furrow  behind  them  under  Chrift’s  care  and  influence  to  form  and  blefe  it*  and  in 
hopes  of  bdng  with  him  to  behold  his  glory  \  And  how,  alter  his  example,  may 
God  he  glorified  in  the  meaneft  bulinefaof  private  life  !  But,  at as !  how  many 
are  there  that  only  wonder  at  thefe  things  ;  and  how  many  that  ftumble  at  them 
to  their  own  perdition !  Happy  fouls,  who,  after  they  have  fallen,  rife  again  by 
faith  in  ^Redeemer !  How  evidently  did  the  characters  of  the  true  God  and  true 
man,  conftitoted  of  an  human,  improving  foul,  as  welt  as  body,  eAiiy  appear  to 
oar  bit  fled  Lord !  How  deep  was  his  abatement  in  fulfilling  all  righteouJhcfs,  that 
he  might  be  a  Saviour  to  us!  And  yet  what  ftgnal  honours  wot  put  upon  him 
a  mid  ft  all  hit  humiliation  1 — How  beauteous  is  the  character  of  a  truly  religious 
man,  whilft  he  is  juft  as  well  as  devout,  and  is  cooftantly  looking  for  complete 
redemption  by  Jefus  CtirilH  To  exemplify  this  amiable  chara&cr,  under  the 
power  of  divine  grace,  our  children  fhould  be  early  brought  under  thcfraloftbe 
covenant,  and  devoted  to  the  Lord ;  young  people  fhould  aim  at  an  imitation  of 
Jefus,  in  filial  duty,  and  in  an  tncrcafe  with  all  the  increafes  of  God,  which  are 
acceptable  to  him,  and  render  them  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  men;  married  perfons 

fhould 


NOTE, 


f  JttJim  Martyr  tdl*  ns,  that  he  worked 
at  htt  father's  itadt,  u  i  carpenter,  in  mi- 
king  plough*,  and  yokes  for  oxen:  thereby 
Shewing  forth  the  righceoufneft,  meaning  of 
private  life,  and  teaching  us  not  to  be  idle. 
Vidri*  cum  Trypk*  p*  31$,  And  God  wu  fc 


highly  honoured  by  Chrift1 V  faithfully  dip 
charging  the  duties  of  fo  mean  and  ob&nrc 
a  (tat ion,  tbit  he  reckoned  it  *  part  of  the 
rightc oufntfe  fay  yhich  he  juftifes  them  that 
fattier?  Jefus, 

t  The 


Ch.  iit>  ^he  Evangelijl  Luke  paraphrafed,  39 

lhould  confdentioaflyimitate  JofaphmO  Marj;  women,  after  child-birth,  fhoulj 
offer  public  u  well  as  private  tbauklgivmgs  to  God;  all  of  us,  whether  young  or 
old,  or  whatever  may  be  our  places  atid  relations  in  life,  lhould  ftatedly  attend 
the  ordinances  of  divine  worflup,  as  opportunities  offer,  whatsoever  charge  ot1 
pains  it  maycoft  us:  Aod  if  we  would  find  Chrift  in  them,  we  lhould  feck  him, 
farrowing  lor  fin,  and  for  out  former  ncglt'fts  of  him,  and  be  very  felicitous  in  our 
inquiries  after  him ;  lhould  fcek  him  in  all  places,  and  particularly  at  his  houlc, 
where  it  may  be  moft  likely  to  meet  with  him ;  and  lhould  not  give  over  till  we 
find  him.  May  we  keep  all  thefe  things  in  our  hearts  !  And  may  the  grace  of  Gud 
be  upon  us  1 


CHAP.  m. 


The  general  defgn  of  the  baptifm  and  miniftry  of  Joh a  i, — 9.  HU  par¬ 
ticular  injlrvftions  to  tie  common  people ,  publicans  and  folditrs, 
to, — 14.  HU  account  cf  the  approach  of  Chrift ,  1  18.  His  mi - 

prifonment  bj  Herod,  19,  20,  CbrijFs  baptifm,  21,  22.  And  hit  pe¬ 
digree  from  Adam,  23,-3®* 


Tsxt. 

NOW  in  tbe 
fifteenth 
year  o>f  tbe  rttgn 
of  Ttberiu*  Cdar, 
Fomin*  Pilate 
being  go  terser 
of  Judea ,  and 
Herod  being  re* 
truth  of  Galilee, 
and  his  brother 
Philip  Ennrcb  of 
Iturea  and  of  the 
region  ofTracho 
mti*,  and  Ly  fi¬ 
lm*  the  teitarch 
of  Abilene, 

*  Anna*  and 
Caiapbas  being 
the  high  ftfieftt, 
the  word  of  God 
came  unto  John 
the  frn  of  Zadu- 
rur,  in  the  wil- 
derud*. 


Parap  mease. 

VTOW  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  tbe  reign  of  Tiberius, 
’  who  was  the  third  of  the  Roman  Cafars ;  when, 
with  refpett  to  the  civil  affairs  of  the  Jru/s,  Pontius 
Pilate  was,  under  the  emperor,  governor  of  Judea ;  and 
Herod,  one  of  the  fons  of  Herod the  great ,  was  f  ruler 
of  Galilee,  and  his  brother  Philip  had  the  dominion  of 
Jturea  and  Trachonitis,  and  Ljfanias  had  that  of  Ahy- 
line  i  and  when,  with'fefpeft  to  the  JevtiJb  religious 
affairs,  Atmos  and  Caiaphas  fhared  in  the  adminiftration 
that  belonged  to  the  office  of  the  high  prieft  %  :  Ax  this 
time  John  tbe  Baptift,  the  Ion  of  Zacbarias  and  Elifo- 
hetb,  having  till  then  led  a  retired  life  in  an  obfeure  vil¬ 
lage  in  the  witdernefs,  received  a  commiflion  immedi¬ 
ately  from  God  ;  the  word  of  the  Lord  coming  to  him, 
as  it  had  formerly  done  to  the  prophets  of  old,  to  enter 
upon  bis  public  miniftry,  aod  preach  tbe  do&rines 
which  God  revealed  to  him. 

3  Ac- 

n  o  t  e  & 


f  Tbe  l*fi  dime  of  theft  mien  woe  call,  timated,  Jobe  al.  15.  &  xvlii.  1  3.  wiierc  it 
ed  ittrerebt,  either  becaufe  eth  of  them  Had  it  kid,  C&apbas  utas  Utk-pritfl  that  year  in 
under  hit  government  a  fourth  part  of  the  which  Chrift  was  crucified;  and  fuch  as  had 
dominkms  of  Herod  At  great ;  or  becauft  once  bore  thst  office  ever  afterwards  retained 
theirs  was  the  fourth  rank  of  ftwt  gover-  the  name.  Some  fuppofe  that  draw  and 
nors,  the  firft  of  which  was  the  emperor,  the  Cdapbas  were  alternately  employed  in  cae- 
next  a  prenkfiU  who  bad  the  government  of  curing  that  funfBott  year  after  year,  or  that 
a  province,  thothird  a  liiij,  and  the  foarth  one  was  die  deputy  of  the  other :  But  pet- 
a  itirenb.  Set  UghsfieS  at  tbe  plate-  hap,  Axaes  repteftnied  Mofet,  as  ihe  nafi, 

prince,  bead,  or  ptvfident  of  die  tUnheihim  ; 

1  The  ferptre  was  now  departed  from  and  Catapbas  rep  reft nted  Ar.roa,  as  the  pro- 
Judab,  which  had  lately  been  made  a  pro-  per  high-priuft;  and,  as  appc-irs  flora  Jht 
vince  to  the  Rem e*  empire;  and  all  things'  sviii,  ,4.  both  theft  continued  in  their 
-ere  out  of  courfe  among  the  Jews  :  High-  office  till  the  death  of  ChtilL  ITib  therr- 
priefts  were,  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  fore  was  the  proper  time  for  the  gnat  SN- 
ttet|uently  choftn  among  them,  or  bnpoftd  lob,  the  Kefterrr  of  J/rael,  to  eomc  into  tbe 
by  imperial  authority  upon  them,  as  it  in-  world. 


3° 

3  Andhccaroe 
»to  all  the  evon- 
tty  dhont  jordim* 
[tic^diag  the 
b^itifm  of  re  - 
penance,  for  the 
j  ctoUIi^n  of  tio$; 


4  As  it  is  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  book 
of. the  wonl*  of 
Eiaus  the  pro¬ 
phet*  frying.  The 
'voice  of  fme  dy¬ 
ing  in  the  wilder* 
ireJf,  PrcpJix  ye 
the  way  of  the 
J.ord,  ni'ikc  his 
pMth* 


$  Every  valley 
OkII  be  filled,  and 
fvery  mouatrin 
fcflil  hill  ball  he 
brought  low  ;atid 
the  erf-okcrl  Itall 
fat  made  ttraigMt, 
aud  the  rough 
ways  (hall.  -  be 
made  fmootf’i ; 

d  And  ail  flefh 
IhJliceihe  frlva* 
tira-«fGu3. 


j  Then  fa:d  he 
to  the  rauhiiLidt 
that  crnie  forth 
(o  be  baptized  of 
Win,  <>  gtnm~ 
tbfl  af  vipers , 
Who 
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3  Accordingly,  beginning  his  rnlnlftry,  and  excrci* 
Cng  it  for  a  while,  in  the  wUdernds  of  Judeat  (Mar. 
iii.  t.)  he  afterwards  went  further  into  all  parts  of  the 
country  which  by  about  Jordan and,  preaching  the 
needfity  of  repentance  to  a  corrupt,  degenerate  age,  be 
called  upon  them  that  (hould  make  a  profeflion  of  it,  to 
be  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  approaching  Meffiah,  as 
the  fign  and  fcal  of  their  obtaining,  tbro’  faith  in  him, 
the  forgiveness  of  all  their  fins,  which  by  their  baprifin 
they  were  obliged  to  repent  of,.  (AQs  xix.  4.  See  the 
note  on  Mat,  iti.  2.) 

4  John  did  this,  according  to  the  prophecy,  (Ifa,  *!. 
3,  4,  5.)  where  he  is  fpnken  of  as  one  who  Should  lift 
up  his  voice  aloud  ip  the  defen,  to  proclaim  the  coining 
of  the  MeQiah,  and  to  act  the  part  of  his  forerunner, 
faying,  in  allufiun  to  the  cnltom  of  harbingers,  that 
ufed  to  go  before  their  princes,  and  give  orders  to  clear 
and  level  the  roads,  and  to  put  draft  paths  thro*  wild 
and  defolatc  places,  for  their  triumphal  entries,  4(  Let 
all  obftruttions  that  lie  in  your  depraved  hearts  and 
lives,  give  way  to  the  Lord  Cbrift,  the  Jehovah  of  If- 
rati)  who  is  juft  ready  to  appear  among  you,  that  he 
inay  have  free  accefs  to  your  faith,  and  may  be  received 
in  fuch  a  manner  aria  fuicable  to  his  gracious  and  holy 
defign.”  (See  the  note  .on  Mat.-xi,  10.) 

5  And,'  for  their  encouragement,  John  told  them, 
that  wherever  Chrlft  (hould  exert  bis  power  and  grace, 
humble  fouls  (hould  be  exalted,  ?nd  proud  and  lofty 
hearts  fobduedj  perverfe  tempers' and  difpolmons  (hould 
be  regulated,  and. rough  fpirits  Smoothed  j  and  finners 
of  all  ranks  and  characters  (hould  be  effectually  wrought 
upon,  reclaimed,  aud  turned  to  the  Lord. 

6  And  as  the  glory  of  the  Lord  {hould  be  revealed 
in  a  more  illuftrious  manner  than  ever  before  j  foperfons 
of  all  nations,  whether  Jews  or  G entiles,  (hould -know 
aud  enjoy  that  great  and  glorious  falvation  which  God 
was  then  bringing  into  the  world  by  Jefus  Chrlft. 

7  When,  in  the  courfe  of  Johns  miniftry,  vaft  num- 
bers,  and  among  them  many  of  the  Pbarifees  and  Sad- 
ducees,  flacked  to  his  baptifm,  (Mat,  iii.  7.  fee  the 
note  there) ;  he,  knowing  their  feveral  chara&erc,  ad- 
dr died  them  in  the  fallowing  manner :  O  generation  of 
men,  which,  for  fubrilty,  venom,  and  mifehief,  are 
the  feed  of  the  old  ferpent  the  devil  j  Who  could  have 
expected  that  fuch  as  you,  who  either  think  yourfolves 
righteous  enough  already,  or  make  a  jell  of  all  religion, 
(hould  ever  take  upon  yon  obligations  to  repent,  and  fly 
by  faith  to  the  approaching  Saviour  for  the  remiflion 


Ch.  lit. 

who  hith  wimed 
you  to  A tt  from 
the  wnth  to 
come? 


I  Bring  forth 
therefore  fniitt 
worthy  Of  repent¬ 
ance,  end  begin 
not  to  liy  witHm 
yourfelm ,  We 
have  Abraham  to 
cur  father;  for  1 
fay  umo  you  > 
'rht  God  U  Able 
of  Theft  rtor>CS  to 

raife  up  children 
unto  AboJum* 


0  And  now  at- 
(6  the  ax  U  laid 
unjo  the  root  of 
the  trees:  mry 
tree  therefore 
which  hringeth 
not  tenth  good 
fruit  *  is  hewn 
down*  and  caft 
it  CD  th«  Jut* 


so  And  the 
people  aHredhin, 
laying  ,  What 
AaUwc  do  ebeuf 


■i  Heanf*e*- 
CthT  wd  faith  un¬ 
to  them,  He  that 
hath 
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of  fins,  and  deliverance  from  the  wrath  to  come?  What 
is  your  motive  or  defign  herein  ?  But  remember  I  now 
tell  you,  that,  unlef$  ye  unfcignedly  turn  from  every 
fsjfe  way  to  him,  the  vengeance  of  God  will  certainly 
come  in  a  little  time  upon  you  to  your  utter  ruin  as  a 
nation  in  this  world,  and  upon  every  one  of  you  per- 
Tonally  to  your  everlafting  perdition  in  the  next. 

8  If  therefore  ye  profels  to  repent,  arid  turn  to  God 
thro’  th?  promifed  Seed,  fee  that  ye  give  good  proof  of 
your  Gncerity  therein,  by  the  humble  and  holy  obcdi-. 
ence  of  your  hearts  and  lives ;  and  let  none  of  you  go 
about  to  evade  iny  folemn  admonitions,  or  to  bolder 
yourfdves  up  with  prefumptuous  hopes  of  happinefs  and 
fafety  becaufe  of  your  peculiar  covenant -privileges,  as 
the  dependents  of  Abrabam ;  For,  if  ye  go  on  in  yout 
fins,  and  reject  the  expefled  Mefliah,  I  a  (fere  you  that 
God  will  utterly  caft  you  off,  and  fhew  his  almighty 
power  in  railing  up  a  fpirimal  feed  to  Abrahan t,  who 
fhali  be  blefled  with  him,  through  faith  in  Chrill,  from 
among  the  Gentiles^  fuch  as  thefe  Roman  lbldicrs  and 
publicans,  (ver.  12,  14.)  thor,  in  your  account,  they 
are  as  unlikely  to  be  made  alive  to  God,  and  taken  into 
his  favour,  as  the  very  (tones  under  your  feet. 

9  And  as  an  ax,  levelled  ar  the  root  of  a  tree, 
threatens  immediate  definition )  and  barren  trees,  after 
all  means  have  been  ineffectual  to  make  them  fruitful, 
are  cut  down  and  burnt :  So  God’s  hand  is  now  lifted 
up,  juft  ready  to  ftrike,  for  the  many  provocations  that 
have  been  offered  him j  and  if  any  of  you  rejc£t  tht  lad 
and  moft  endearing  methods  and  overtures  of  his  grace, 
and  bring  forth  no  good  fruit  by  thofe  means,  ye  will 
fpeedily  be  cut  off  in  his  great  righteoufhefs,  and  con- 
fumed  by  bis  wrath. 

10  And  while  tbe  Pharifees  and  S adduces  1,  thro'  the 
pride  of  merit  on  one  hand,  and  of  reafon  on  the  other. 
Teemed  to  be  altogether  unmoved  by  the  engaging  and 
the  awful  things  mat  John  laid  to  them,  many  of  the 
common  people  were  (truck  with  convictions  of  their  (in 
and  danger  j  which  put  them  upon  iierious  inquiry,  fay¬ 
ing,  What  are  the  fruits  meet  for  repentance  fthat  we 
fhouid  bring  forth  ? 

I  r  John  replied.  To  evidence  the  fiacerity  of  your 
repentance,  fhew  compaffion  to  the  poor,  by  diftrihming 
out  of  your  conveniences  for  the  relief  of  their  neccflities ; 

As 


NOTE. 

f  Jth*  hid  faid,  ver,  ft.  »  xfffrvg,  See.  “  Do  therefore,  cr  produce  fruiu  tfirvt 

for  rtpcAluct;*  aud*  m  exact  to  this  exprtrtiou,  th^  people  dlL,  rt  ** 

<(  What  therdorc  Jinll  w*  do,  os  wbai- frails  srt;  to  produce  meet  for 

ince  {'* 


£3 


kwh  two  coats* 
Irt  him  imparl  to 
him  that  ■  hath 
nunc :  and  he 
that  hath  meat* 
Uj.  hint  do  like* 
*iiit 


it  Then  came 
«]£»  publican*  to 
be  bapthed,  and 
kid  unto  him  , 
Matter,  what  frail 
we  do? 

13  Anri  he  fa*! 
unto  them*  Esict 

no  more  than  that 
which  U  appoint* 
td  fOUi 


14  And  the  G>l- 
dkrt  iikewfre  "de* 
mended  of  him, 
frying,  Andv'hat 
Ihall  we  do?  And 
he  Aid  onto 
them*  Do  vio¬ 
lence  to  no  man, 
neither  accufe  nnj 
ftbiily  3  and  be 
Content  with  your 
»*£«• 


if  Anri  as  the 
people  were  in 
rape  Oat  ion*  and 
•11  men  muted  in 
their  heart*  of 
John,  whether  he 
were  the  Chrilt 
or  not, 

1 6  John  an* 
fVereJ ,  Jiving 
Unto  them  all,  I 
indeed 
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As  fbr  inftance,  Let  bim  who*  having  two  coats,  can 
do  very  well  with  one,  give  the  other  to  Tome  miferable 
objeft  that  wants  neceffary  clothing ;  arid  let  him  who 
has  food  enough  and  to  fparc,  give  feme  of  it  to  fuch 
as  are  ready  to  pcriQi  with  hunger.  This  will  be  a  good 
Ggn  that  your  hearts  are  turned  from  the  love  of  this 
world,  and  from  finful  and  luxurious  indulgences,  to 
the  love  of  God  and  of  your  neighbour. 

12  Then  the  collectors  of  taxes,  being  under  the  like 
convictions,  came  to  be  baptized  of  him,  and  afleed  the 
fame  queftion,  relating  to  themfelves,  faying,  Fray,  ma* 
fter,  what  are  the  particular  fruits  of  repentance  that 
wc  fliould  produce  ? 

tj  To  th  etc  he  anfwered,  Reftify  the  atmfes  of  your 
office;  do  the  duty  of  your  places,  with  mercy,  and 
with  faitbfulnefs  between  the  government  and  tbe  fub- 
je£t;  and  do  not  add  to  the  people's  burden  by  extort* 
ingor  infilling  on  more  from  them  than  is  due  to  C*far3 
or  by  taking  bribes  to  increafe  your  own  wealth  :  This 
13  the  proper  fruit  of  repentance  in  thofe  that  have  been 
hard-hearted,  covetous,  and  oppreffive. 

14  Some  of  the  foldiers  likewife,  Coming  to 
baptifm,  afked  him,  TjFhat  are  the  ^edal  things  to  he 
done  by  us  to  Qiew  tbe  truth  of  our  repentance  T  He  re¬ 
plied,  The  bell  proof  ye  can  give  of  it  is,  to  abandon 
the  vices  that  perfons  of  your  calling  are  moft  incident 
to :  As  for  inftancc,  Do  not  be  infolent  and  outrageous 
by  huffing  and  frighting,  or  plundering  and  abufing, 
the  people;  or  by  breaking,  inftead  of  keeping,  the 
peace  t  Never  mifreprefent  your  fcUow-foIdiers  to  their 
officers,  or  other  fubje£Ls  to  the  government,  either  to 
gratify  a  malicious  blood -thirfty  temper,  or  to  extort 
money  from  them  :  And  never  murmur  at  your  lawful 
pay,  npr  be  mutinous  about  it,  nor  want  to  add  to  it  by 
any  undue  means ;  but  live  contentedly  upon  the  public 
allowance.  Thus  he  advjfed  every  one  to  take  a  con- 
feientious  care  about  keeping  hmuelf  from  his  own  ini¬ 
quity. 

15  And  there  being,  at  this  rime,  a  general  expec* 
tat  ion  of  tbe  Meffiah’s  appearing;  the  extraordinary 
ftrain  of  gravity,  piety,  and  authority,  which  ran  thro* 
Jobn*&  cnmiflry  and  behaviour,  put  the  people  upon 
thinking  whether  this  perfon  himfelf  werfe  not  be  whom 
they  were  looking  for. 

16  Joint)  obferving  this,  took  the  utmoft  care  to  un¬ 
deceive  them,  faying,  I  am  only  come  as  the  forerunner 
of  the  Meffiah,  to. preach  tbe  do£trine  of  repentance, 
and  remiffion  of  fins  through  faith  in  him ;  and  to  turn 

you 
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indeed  bap &£  you  ow  co  him,  by  baptizing  you  f  with  water  ;  But 
yon  with  yawn  the  Chrift  of  God,  who  is  juit  ready  to  appear,  is  infU 

JiMn^cuISeih1'  nkciy  ^uilcrk,r  to  mc»  in  bis  per  Ton,  and  in  the  excel* 
die  bt v\u*  of  lenceand  efficacy  of  his  qualifications,  office,  ami  works; 
wboit  iWs  \  m  fo  that  I  think  myfelf  unworthy  of  the  honour  of  even 
car,TnK  bis  (hoes  after  him,  {Mat*  iii,  u,}  or  untying 
bjpirM  you  wk h  and  taking  them  otF  from  his  feet :  He  will  baptize  f 
the  Holy  Gboft,  fame  of  you  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
-md  with  fre ;  which  he  will  (bed  down  upon  you  in  a  vifible  appear¬ 
ance  of  fire,  {/Vfl;  ii.  3.)  ;  and  which  will  be  as  much 
more  powerful  and  penetrating,  in  its  operation  for 
fpirifual  and  holy  purpofes,  than  my  baptifm,  as  (ire  h 
than  water,  in  an  external  application  of  them  to  the 
body.  (See  the  note  on  Mat*  iii.  6.) 

it  whofe  fan  1  y  Axul  as  a  hufbandman  fepaiates  wheat  from  the 
m  m  bis  hand,  chaff  which  lay  mixed  together  on  the  floor,  by  ihakrag 
throughly  purge  and  w*nnnwmg  it  in  a  fan  ;  ana  lays  up  the  wheat  tn 
bis  floor,  and  his  granary,  hut  throws  the  chaff  into  the  fire:  SoClinft 
whLt^into  Ms  make  a  thorough  fearch  into,  and  an  exa£t  fepafa- 
famcr;  but  tbc  tion  between,  true  believers  and  hypocritical  proleflors 
chair  he  will  burn  in  the  vlfible  church,  by  his  word.  Spirit,  and  provi- 
~  deuce  here,  and  at  death  and  judgment  hereafter  ;  and 
^  he  will  preferve  the  righteous  from  the  forcfl  tribulations 

on  earth,  and  receive  them  to  his  everlafting  kingdom 
in  heaven;  but  will  execute  deflru£tive  judgments  on 
the  wicked  in  this  world,  and  caftthem  into  everlafting 
burnings  in  the  next* 

iB  And  many  j  8  This  is  a  brief  fpecimen  of  John's  mintftry,  in 
i^cihomdon  wbich  he  added  many  other  particulars  fuitable  to  his 
pmdicd  hefimo  charadler  as  the  forerunner  of  our  Lord,  preaching  to 
the  people,  the  people  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel  (fwyytxijtr* 

xasw)  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  he  pointed  out  to  them, 
with  aferious  application  to  their  minds  and  confctentes, 
in  the  exhortations  he  gave  them. 

ip  But  Herod  19  But  at  length,  after  having  preached  about  a  year 
***  and  half  ||,  he,  not  fearing  the  face  of  any  man*  dealt 


NOTES- 


Very 


f  Some  fuppoCc  that  the  words  John  tiled 
in  applying  the  warn  veretheie;  I  baptize 
ywi  tw/fr  ufaUrj  W  a  mightier  than  1  &metht 
ipJta  fiiali  baptize  yea  with  the  hLty  Gtay?,  a*d 
-with  fire  /  and  fo  it  vat  baptizing  them  in¬ 
to  the  fifth  of  Chrift  for  the  rcmiflicMJof  lias, 
that  thy  might  hit  eve  qh  Him  lthcjhkU  came 
after  Awm,  as  it  is  cffprvftcd,  Afts  xix;  4* 

|  ll  U  not  the  cooitnonrChriilUii  baptifaif 
but  Chrift11?  ow n  baptizing  ^ich  the  Holy 
tihoft  and  with  fire,  that  VV'Ji  We  oppnfo 
to  hi?  own  baplilin  :  For  JwaV,  and  iht  t'hri- 
ftian  hapdfm,  abating  the  different  for  mi  or 
t*oretfioti  ufed  10  them  ft  derail  v,  were  for 
V-/L  II,  | 


fob  (lance  the  fame,  both  in  the  dement,  and 
in  the  Ggiiiiicatiou  of  tlw  ordinance!  only 
oat  was  baptizing  them  into  the  faith  of 
him  who  was  co  cotnc,  dnd  the  other  into 
the  faith  of  him  who  is  tome;  And  thofe 
apofUu  whom  ChHfl  called  during  Jithtit  mi¬ 
ni  (try,  had  no  other  baptifm  with  *atcr  than 
that  of  John;  (luce  Chrift  hlmfolf  admini- 
ftred  water- haptifm  to  none,  iv_  t.  and 

there  ii  no  appearance  of  ihe:r  baptizing  one 
another. 

J1  Dr  Llghifzzt  fivs  it  was  abont  twenty 

months;  A(i<\  th  *c  J-Atu  hep*  :ii  priton 

fome  lEontlii  ulove  J.  year,  before  he  was 

cr  pr 


The  foangdijl  Luce  paraphrafed.  Ch.  ia. 


tctfarch,  be¬ 
ing  reproved  by 
Aim  ff>i'  He  radios 
bnxlwr  Phi¬ 
lip1*  wife ,  anil 
for  all  the  evil* 
ivluch  Herod 
hath  done, 

10  Ad-ted  thi^s 

alwvc  all,  that  be 

Dint  up  John  in 
pffjfoir* 


ft  Now  when 
ill  the  poodle 
were  baptized,  it 
ciinc  to  pJs  that 
Jelir  al hr  being 
V>u[i'ised  ,  and 
priyia^,  the  liea- 
ftp  u  +$  optiud : 


it  And  the 
Holy  Ghoft  <Ie- 
iccnded  in  a  bo¬ 
dily  fhape  like  a 
dove  upou  him, 
and  a  voice  came 
from  heaven  , 
wbkh  fuel.  Thou 
art  my  bdnvtd 
&>n,  in  thee  1  un 
veil  pleated. 


3  3  And  Jdtf* 
Aimiclf  btjan-  to 
tfc  -’about  thirty 
years  of  age,  be¬ 
ing  (as  was  fujv 
pntetl)  thefonof 
Joieph  *  which 
was  tb f  tiit  of 
Hell, 


very  plainly  with  ffend  the  governor  of  Galilee,  about 
all  his  beloved  vices,  and  particularly  his  fin  of  adultery 
and  incefl  in  marrying  Heredias,  his  brother  Philip's 
wife,  while  Philip  himfelf  was  ftill  living,  and  after  he 
had  children  by  her  %. 

ao  h fend  was  fu  exafperated  at  this  elofe  and  home 
reproof,  that  though  he  had  fometimes  heard  John  with 
pleafure,  and  had  a  fecret  veneration  for  him  as  a  good 
and  holy  man  ;  yet  to  get  rid  of  fuch  an  impartial  mo¬ 
nitor,  and  to  gratify  Heredias,  he  added  this  horrid 
wickednefs  to  ail  the  relt,  that  he  clapped  him  up  in 
prifon,  and,  after  a’confidcrable  time,  was  prevailed  upon 
to  take  away  his  life. 

21  Now,  to  return:  While  crowds  of  people  came 
to  John,  and  he  hud  baptized  them,  Jefus  himfelf,  tho’ 
he  needed  not  like  others  to  be  baptized  into  the  faith 
of  the  Mcffiah,  or  with  a  baptifm  of  repentance  j  yet 
refolding  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs,  and  to  fancUfy  this 
ordinance,  and  enter  himfelf  into  the  Chriftian-church 
by  it,  as  he  had  been  entered  in  his  infancy  into  that  of 
the  Jf-vs  by  circumcifion,  healfo  was  baptized  by  John  j 
and  immediately  thereupon,  betaking  himfelf  to  prayer, 
there  was  a  vifiblc  opening  of  the  firmament : 

12  And,  in  anfwer  to  his  prayer,  the  HolyGhoft 
defee tided  from  thence  in  the  appearance  of  a  luminous 
body,  which  came  down  hovering  like  a  dove,  (fee  the 
note  on  Mat.  iii.  id.)  till  it  relied  upon  his  head,  to 
intimate  his  being  then  anointed  with  the  Spirit  for  his 
office;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  an  audible  voice  was 
directed  to  him  from  God  the  Father,  faying.  Thou  art 
my  dear  and  eternal  Son,  in  whofe  perfon  and  office  my 
foul  delights,  and  in  whom  1  think  with  pleafure  of  my 
great  defign  of  faving  all  that  I  have  given  to.  thee.  (See 
the  note  on  Alat.  iii.  17.) 

23  Jefus  was  about  thirty  years  old  when  he  was 
baptized,  and  thus  di(Un£tly  and  miraculoufly  owned 
and  fealed  by  his  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  order  to 
his  entering  upon  his  public  mini  dry :  And  his  genea¬ 
logy,  according  to  the  (lelh,  by  his  mother's  fide 


put  to  death  i  Hut  the  craigcltft  me i it kms 
thdei  things  here  in  Hew  worth,  thar  he 
afterwards  go  on  with  the  hilhtry  of  ChriJf, 
without  inUrrUfrttofi,  from  his  baptilin  ; 
though  Jiin  coimmfvd  jireit'hintf  nl>r »m  a 
Vdriirtcr  heh.i'l  lupiud  Uhnlt,  btfdK  lii« 
cwn  iniprhbnicm. 

t  See  iF&tbr  ott  AL;/.  xiv* 

'  §  A*  us  Clhrift*#  I^duT  and , 

ruj^EiifK  ttwthlj  f=u Imtt-1  11  *■ 


deteeiidcd  ly  hh  own  father  Jamb  front  .?► 
fomfcrj,  the  ton  and  or  DdtN^  to  his 

throne  :  So  Luit  teem*  io  giveu*  ChrifVs  na¬ 
tural  line,  as  the  feed  of  the  woman,  from 
Ub  mother  >^-1"*,  who,  u  fum«  hare  taken 
luvtii'c,  the  tulniud  ftys,  was  the  daughter 
of  if.'fi  ;«aiid  Jo  de  Trended  from  NathanT  a- 
n  iii  her  of  the  fons  of  David*  Bat  as  I  he  fa¬ 
milies  of  wnmrn  wvrt  not  enrolled  under 
their  name*,  or.reetcGcd  u  dHtinft  fanulir? 


Ch.  ill.  The  Evangelift  Luke  parapbrafed , 

reckoning  upwards  to  tbe  firft  man  Adam.,  to  fliew  that 
he  Is  the  promifed  Seed  of  the  woman  who  (hould  break 
the  fcrpent's  head,  frauds  thus :  Jcfus  being  the  real 
^•hlch  ®on  virgin  Mary,  and  being  born-after  her  efpou- 

oTjao-  ^1 10  Jtfepk)  he  thereby  became  the  fon-in-law  of  Jo~ 
na,  whteh  was  tbe  feph ;  and  Jcfeph,  by  his  marriage  with  Mary,  was  the 
A*  “fW1 »  legal  fon  of  Heli,  her  own  father. 
af  Wii  24  This  Heli  was  naturally  defcended  from  Matthati 
Matt  bat  from  Lew ,  Lew  from  Metcfn,  Melchi  from 
Janna,  Janna  from  Jofephy 

25  Jofepb  from  Mattathias,  Mattatbias  from  Amps, 
Amos  from  Naum,  Naum  from  EJli,  Ejli  from  Nagge, 


14  Which  was 
theft u  of  Malt  bat, 
which  wu  /if fin 
of  Lev?,  which 
ms  the 
Melchi , 
vis  theft*  of  Jan- 


tht  fin  ot'  Matta- 
ihiu,  which  «u 
ihtfmof  A mofs 
which  was  the  fon 
of  Nanm,  which 
w*s  the  fon  of  E- 
tii*  which  was  the 
fin  of  Nlggc* 

id  Which  was 
the  fon  of  Maath, 
which  was  the  fin 
of  Mat ut bias , 
which  was  tbe fin 
OI  Semci,  which 
was  fir  fin  of  Jo- 
icpb,  which  was 
the  fin  of  Juda. 

17  Which  was 
the  fin  of  Joanna, 
which  was  the  fin 
of  Rheft,  which 
was  ihe fin  of  Zo- 
robahet  ,  which 
was  the  fin  of  Sa* 
brhid,  which  was 
the  fin  of  Neri, 

18  Which' was 
the  fin  of  Mctehi, 
which  w 'lltbtfin 
of  Addi,  which 
was  tbe  fin  of  Co* 
hm,  which  wan 
the  fin  of  Mlmo* 
dam,  which  was 
the  fin  of  Er, 

19  Which  waa 
tf*  fin  of  Joft, 
which  was  #lc  fon 
ofEliezer,  which 
was  the  fin  of  Jo- 
rim,  which  was 
thrfinot  Mat  that* 

which  was  the  fon 
of  Levi, 

to  Which  was 
the 


26  Nagge  from  Maatb ,  Maatb  from  Mattatbias, 
Mattatbias  from  Scmei,  Sana  from  JoJeph ,  Joftpb  from 
Juda, 


27  Juda  from  Joanna,  Joanna  from  Rheja y  Rhefa 
from' Zorobabel,  Zorobabel  from  Salat fnel,  Salat biel  from 
Neri, 


28  Neri  from  Melchi,  Melchi  from  Adds,  Addi  from 
Cofam ,  Cojam  from  Elmodam,  Elsnodam  from  Er, 


29  Er  from  JoJe,  Jofe  from  Eliezer,  Eltezer  from 
Joran ,  Jorim  from  Matt  bat,  Matthat  from  Levi. 


in  Ifietl  t  So  this  account  is  copied  out,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  the  from  one 
of  their  an  then  tic  genealogies,  under  the 
hn (fund’s  name;  which  is  the  rcafon  why 
him  is  not  mentioned*  though,  ftriftiy 
fptrjting,  it  iccFUF  to  fx  Cli  rift’s  genealogy 
by  her  :  Por  as  Jofepb's  natural  father  ua$ 
Jtf&i  ifolnt*  L  i>.)  he  was  only  the  fou- 


20  Leyj  from  Simeon,  Simeon  from  Juda,  Juda  from 
C  a  Jtfipb, 

MOTE. 

in  'law  of  HeiS,  Mnrys  father ;  and  it  may  he 
obferveri,  that  the  words  or  which 

we  render  as  Ttw  fapptftJ,  ra'hrr  fipiify, 
re  faring  to  the  gene*  Wy,  ut  irge  fanatum  eft, 
as  it  was  legally  fettled*  *>r  wz*  found  on  re¬ 
cord*  He  that  would  fre  other  reprefema- 
tions  of  rhefe  thing*,  may  confuli  GmtuiSj 
U^htfiWi  and  ffbiify 


ii 

Arfin  of  Simeon, 
which  was  the  ftn. 
«f  Juda,  uhicli 
was  ^ of  Jo*- 
feph,  which  was 
tfr  pa  ot  ]onsn, 
which  wa$  iht  foil 
Of  EUiafcrm, 

31  Which  was 

At fin  of,  Mtka> 

which  was  Jtfu 
of  Mcnan,  which 
was  fin  of 
MjUalha,  which 
was  :bt  fin  of  Na¬ 
than,  which  we* 
At  fin  of  DaTidt 

3i  Which  was 
i£r  fin  of  Jcfle, 
which  was  /w 
of  Obed,  which 
was  the  fan  of 
Booa,  which  was 
tbtfim  of  Salmon* 
which  was  tht  fin 
of  Naafloflj 

33  Which  w 
tit  /sd  uf  Aiuiiu- 
3*b,  whith  was 
At  fin  of  Aram, 
which  was  (be  fin 
of  fcrvom,  which 
was  tit  fit*  of 
Pharos ,  which 
vattbefoft  of  Ju- 

4“> 

3$  Which  was 
At  fin  Of  Jacob, 
which  wis  At  fin 
of  if-iac,  which 
was  (be  fin  of  A- 
braham ,  which 
was  /ir  of 

Thara,  which  was 
Ac  fin  ofNatfher, 
3$  Which  vas 


Tf)e  Evangclifl  Luke  faraphrafed*  Ch.  iii. 

Jofeph,  Jofeph  from  Jonan,  Jonan  from  Eliakim, 


31  Eliikim  from  Melt  a,  Melca  from  Menan ,  Menan 
from  Ma ttatha,  Ma  ttatha  from  Nathan,  Nathan  from 
David, 


3 2  David  from  Jeffe,  Jeffe  from  Ohed,  Ohed  from 
Booz,  Boos  from  Salmon,  Saimaa  from  Naaffon, 


33  Naaffon  from  Aminadah,  Aminadah  Uom  Aram, 
Aram  from  Efrem,  Efrem  from  Pbaret,  Pbaret  from 
Juda, 


34  Juda  from  Jacob,  Jacob  from  Tfaac,  Ifaac  from 
Abraham,  Abraham  from  Thara,  Thara  from  Nacher, 


35  Nacher  from  Sarttch,  Sarvch  from  l iagau,  Ragan 
dt  fen  or  s*rurf>,  from  P bales,  Pbalec  from  Etcher,- Ether  (tom  Sola, 

which  was  tb' /oh 
of  Rarau,  which 


was  tht  fin  of 
Pita  lee  ,  which 
Wis  the  fin  of  He* 
tkr,  which  wa* 
ter  fitu  of  Sihj 
3d  Whkh  wag 
fit  fin  of  Caiiuu, 

K  O 

f  This  Cauianis  found  only  in  the  fcptu-i- 
gjnt ;  and  oiv  evangel  hi  writing  molt  imnic- 
tlijtely  for  the  me  of  the  Ntknifiic  Jrws*  who 
chiefly  ufcd  that  tnnJlaiioft,  might  in  fen  Oii- 
jm ii,  as  he  met  with  it  there,  or  in  fomc  other 
public  records  then  in  being,  Hut  all  the  o- 
tfc+r  samesv  fcom  Alrfifam  back  to  Ada//\y 


3*5  Safa  from  Cat  nan  ft  Cainan  from  Arphaxad,  Ar * 

phaxad 

T  E. 

are  found  alfo  in  the  Mfirtur  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament,  in  the  like  order  as  htth  has  placed 
them  ;  ami  all  ibe  names  from  David  back 
to  Abraham  are  the  very  fame  as  are  mention¬ 
ed  in  rVf tittbnv'i  genealogy.  See  the  r*6ie# 
on  Ahf.  i,  Bm  the  learned  &e^/-,fupp'jfcs 
that  foiDe  traruciibtt  might  infert  Ctu*an  here' 

kj 


Ch.iu. 

which  «« thcfin 
of  Arphaxad  , 
which  the  fin 
of  5cm,  which 
wtf  th:fi*nf  Noe, 
which  was  fie  fin 
or  .Lantech, 

37  Which  was 
the  fin  of  Maihu- 
6li,  «hidi  was 
jf* ^5*  of  Enoch, 

which  was  tb*  fin 

of  Jared,  which 
vtsthffino  f  Ma¬ 
ided,  which  was 
the fin  of  CaJDao, 
jft  Which  vu 
the  ft*  of  Rdos, 
which  vis  fflr  Jim 
of  Seth ,  which 
vu  A*  fin  of  A- 
damT  which  was 
the  fin  of  God. 


^The  Evangel!/}  Luke  parapbrafid .  37 

wphaxad  from  from  AWt  Aiw  from  Lantech* 


37  Lanwrfi  from  Mathufala*  Mathufala  from  Enoch* 
Enoch  from  Jared*  Jared  from  Maltkel*  Matekel  from 
Cainan* 


38  Cainan  from  Enos*  Enos  from  Seth,  and  Seth  wa* 
defended  from  Adam*  who  wasf  by  creation,  tbe  Son 
of  Cod* 


RECO  LLECTIONS, 

The  great  ShiUh*  who  according  to  ancient  predictions  was  to  beihe  feed,  of 
the  woman  after  the  flefti,  has  certainly  been  ufliered  into  the  world,*  under  a  di¬ 
vine  character,  by  his  forerunner  Jvhrt  the  Baptift ,  and  by  the  witnefs  from  he  a* 
ven  that  was  given  from  the  eternal  Father  and  hfs  Spirit*  in  a  miraculous  manner* 
to  Chrift  as  the  Son  of  God  and  a  difHnd  Perfnn  in  the  Godhead.  How  inferior 
are  the  heft  of  men  to  him;  and  O  what  an  honour  is  it,  anti  how  fenfible  fliould 
we  be  of  our  otter  unworthinefs,  to  be  employed  even  in  the  inraneft  fer  rices  for 
him  l  How  fliould  every  heart  be  opened  to  receive  Him  ;  anti  how  affecting  is  the 
motive  to  repentance  ,  taken  from  the  grace  brought  in  by  the  gofpri  for  remif- 
lion  of  fins,  that  all  forts  afftnnen;,  even  Gentiles  tfremfeives,  may  fee  the  falvx- 
rion  of  God  !  Where  this  grace  prevails,  it  rctiifies  the  diforders,  and  level*  the 
mountains  of  opposition,  that  Ue  in  fenners  hearts  ;  who,  whatever  their  charac¬ 
ter  may  be,  have  need  to  flee  unto  jefws  for  an  efcane  from  the  wrath  to  come: 
And  where  there  is  repentance  unto  life,  it  uftialJy  Wgm$  with  the  (ins  that  we 
are  moft  addicted  to ;  and  is  difcovmd  by  a  departure  from  them,  as  fruit  meet 
for  repentance*  Though  externa!  privilege*  and  divine  ordinances  arc  to  be  pri¬ 
zed  and  improved  according  to  the  circumftauceg  of  things ;  yet  they,  of  them- 
felves,  can  be  of  do  laving  advantage  to  us,  and  therefore  are  not  to  be  retted 
in  :  For  whatfoever  our  pretences  and  vain  confidences  may  he,  if  we  bring  not 
forth  good  fruit,  deftru&ion  will  be  unavoidable :  And  white  many  think  welt 
of  themfeives ;  and,  depending  upon  outward  privileges,  mifcjirry,  to  their  eter¬ 
nal  perdition  ;  how  often  doth  the  almighty  power  of  God  rsife  up  monuments  of 
his  foveveigu  grace,  from  among  the  moft  unlikely  tinners,  lohiscverlafting  praife! 
Butate,  how  mixed  and  imperfect  is  the  ftate  of  the  church  in  I  his  world  !  How¬ 
ever,  a  deanflng  and  feparating  time  will  come,  to  the  joy  of  the  faint,  arid  \  he 
terror  of  the  hypocrite  and  finner  ;  and  a  man,  whofe  heart  is  carnal,  may  be  e* 
ridently  di  Teemed,  even  now,  by  ht&  flinching,  and  bring  enraged  at  frithful  re- 
proofs  for  beloved  fins  ;  though  feme  times,  lilac  Hsrodf  he  may  hjavc  *  fecret  ve¬ 
neration  for  godly  imniftcre,  and  may  hear  them  gladly. 

NOTE 

try  miftakr;  *nd  vindicates  the  fiorpd  cinoo,  even  oa  that  fuppulitiuu.  Y'td*  Ge^r.  pw  i# 
L  ii.  £*  xiin 


CHAP. 

ChrtfBs  temptation  and  fajling ,  1,-13* 


IV. 

His  entrance  on  his  public 

minifir 


I  *The  EvangeKJt  Luke  parafhrafed .  Ch.  iv. 

minifiry,  14,  15,  His  preaching  at  Nazareth,  where  the  people 
won^Lr,  and  yet  generally  defpife  him  for  the  meanntfs  of  bit  paren * 
tage,  16,-30-  At  Capernaum,  where  he  cafl  out  a  devil,  and 
beat’s  Pcter'i  mother-in  taw  and  many  Jtck  people ,  31,-41.  And  his 
preaching  in  feytral  other  places ,  42,-44. 


1  < T-  Paraphrase. 

TEsui  being  folemnly  anointed  for  bis  mediatorial  of- 
of  the  "K  Holy  J  fice,  at  his  baptifm,  by  an  unmeafurable  effufion 
cu-ift ,  returned  ot  the  Holy  Ghoft,  retired  in  the  lulncfs  of  the  Spirit, 
led  b  H  die  and  by  his  immediate  fuggeftion,  from  Jordan  to  a  very  f 
Spirit  into  the  defert  place  ;  that,  like  a  fervant  devoted  to  bis  Fathers 
wildoncfo  work,  be  might  give  himfelf  to  fading  and  prayer,  as 

a  proper  preparation  for  it ;  and  that,  like  a  champion, 
be  might  enter  the  field  of  battle,  and  might  fignally 
overcome  the  evil -one. 


»  Bang  forty  2  There  he  continued  for  forty  days  together,  pray- 
day^  tempted  of  jng  t0  his  heavenly  Father,  and  conflicting  with  and 
in  thole  a*y,  he  vantjuilhtng  various  temptations  which  the  devil  offered 
did  tat  nothing :  to  him :  Andall  that  time  he  was  tniraculoufly  fuppor-f 
ended  ^'he  te^  without  eating  or  drinking  any  thing;  but  at  the 
afterwante  hnu  *  clofe  of  thofe  days,  he,  being  truly  a  man,  was  hungry. 
&"*<>■  3  Hereupon  Satan,  taking  the  advantage  of  his  faint- 

vil  UHwltphirai  circum  fiances  in  a  barren  wtldcrnefs,  faid  to  him, 
if  thou  be  thy  fon  If  you  are  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  as  was  lately  declared 
of  God ,  con-  at  Jordan,  1  challenge  you  to  prove  it  by  turning  this 
ftone  which  I  prefent  to  you,  or  any  others  now  before 
mode  brt-uL  you*  into  bread,  that  you  may  not  fuffer  to  the  utmoft 
extremity,  and  even  perifh  with  hunger. 

4  And  Jefus  4  ^ut  ^ncc  complying  with  this  demand  would  have 
aniWrcd'  him  ,  looked  as  if  our  Lord  were  impatient  of  hunger,  and 
laying,  it  is  writ-  diftruftfu]  of  his  Father’s  love  and  care ;  or  as  if  he  would 
IhaJI  not (ct  UP  *or  a&ing  fcparately  from  him,  and  independently 
hrtid  alone,  but  °n  him ;  be  replied,  ft  is  written,  with  relation  to  If 
hy  every  word  of  raefs  hunger  in  the  wlldernefs,  {Deut.  viii.  3-}  that  the 
'  life  of  man  is  not  fuftained  merely  by  natural  food,  but 

by  the  all-governing,  influential  Providence  of  God, 
which  commands  a  blefling  upon  it,  and  can  preferve 
life,  either  by  providing  extraordinary  means,  or  by  its 
own  immediate  power,  when  ordinary  means  fail ;  and 
that  therefore  man  ought  to  trull  in  him  for  all  neceflat y 
fupplies,  in  the  way  of  duty,  according  to  his  word, 
i  And  the  de-  5  Satan  having  been  defeated  in  his  attempt  to  en- 
vJ  fnarc  our  Lord  by  the  tuft  of  the.flejb,  tried  whether  hp 
could  not  prevail  upon  him  by  the  lift  of  the  eye  ;  and 

there* 


N  o  r  E. 

t  Some  fupiKi'e  that  tills  was  in  the  wlldcrnef,  of  falce  ;  and  nthcri  that  it  was  in  the 
great  «'efert  nr  Her  A,  or  i'awi,  where  Ij'ratl  were  tried  for  forty  i  ears,  and  Moftt  and  E& 
Jab  faded  forty  days.  '  '  ■  ' 


C3i.  iv. 

FiJ  taking  him  up 
into  &d  high 
mounUiot  Ihew- 
ed  pnta  him  -ill 

the  kingdoms  of 
the  world  in  a 
momcnr  of  tiruc_ 


6  And  the  de¬ 
vil  fitidunUr  fi:iDt 
All  this  power 
wHl  I  gtvc  thetf, 
and  the  glory  of 
them  ;  for  that  is 
delivered  unto 
me ;  and  to 
whomfi>cvcr  I 

will,  I  give  at* 

7  Ifthou  there¬ 
fore  wilt  worlhip 
me,  all  fhall  be 
thine, 

H  And  Jefus 
f  and 
frid  nnm  him. 
Get  thee  behind 
me,  Saua:  fork 
U  written,  Thon 
LhaSt  worlhip  the 
J.ofd  thy  God, 
ami  him  o  nly 
fbaU  thou  /me. 


9  And  he 
brought  him  ro 
Jcrvfideni  t  and 
lid  him  on  a  pin¬ 
nacle  of  the  tern* 
pic,  and  faid  un¬ 
to  him.  If  tbou 
hi  the  Son  of 
tiod  ,  calf  thy* 
ldf  down  from 

hence. 
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therefore,  f  carrying  him  up  tothc  top  of  an  exceeding 
high  mountain,  be,  like  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the 
air,  inftantly  formed,  in  the  valleys  round  about,  a  re- 
prefen  cation  of  all  the  grandeur  of  this  world,  as  in  a 
large  landiktp,  containing  an  appearance  of  Itates  and 
kingdoms,  courts  and  palaces,  and  the  like. 

6  And  together  with  this  reprefentatkm  he  faid,  Be¬ 
hold  the  riches  and  delights,  the  honours  and  power.', 
that  are  found  among  the  kingdoms  of  this  world !  AM 
thefe  charming  pofleflions  are  entirely  at  my  difpofal  j 
for  they  arc  committed  to  my  order  and  management, 
and  I  bellow  them  on  whomsoever  I  pleafe. 

7  If  therefore  you  will  hut  for  once  pay  religious  ho¬ 
mage  to  me  as  to  the  deputed  god  of  this  world,  I  will 
immediately  transfer  the  whole  of  niy  power  over  them, 
and  property  in  them,  to  you. 

8  But  Jefus  rejc£&d  this  a  [fault,  not  by  urging,  as 
he  juilly  might,  that  Satan  was  a  liar,  and  an  infamous 
enemy  to  God,  and  therefore  unworthy  of  fuch  ho¬ 
mage;  but  by  faying  with  the  utmofl  indignation,  A- 
way  with  all  this  infolence,  i  cannot  fritter  your  thus 
invading  the  divine  prerogative  :  For  the  eternal  and 
unchangeable  rule  of  worfhip,  to  the  exdulion  of  all 
mere  creatures,  is  eftnbliihed  in  what  is  written,  (Deut. 
vi.  13,  14.  and  x.  ?o.)  which  plainly  carries  this  fenfe. 
Thou  Jbait  -Morjbip  the  Lord  thy  O'od,  and  him  onty  jbait 
thou  ferve* 

9  As  Chriil  could  no  more  be  fcduced  by  the  lull  of 
the  eye  than  of  the  flelh,  the  devil  acoolled  him  witl) 
another  temptation  foiled  to  work  upon  the  pride  of  life: 
Accordingly  our  Lord,  going  with  him  to  Jerufaiem, 
permitted  his  fetting  him,  in  a  very  frightful  and  dan¬ 
gerous  height,  upon  one  of  the  wings  or  turrets  of- the 
temple,  (fee  the  note  on  A  tat.  iv.  5.) ;  ami  then  Sara  11 , 
having  no  power  to  thrufl  him  down  from  thence,  faid 
to  him,  If  you  are  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  yon  may  be 
fure  of  your  Father's  protc£liun,  cfpecially  at  this  facrect 
place,  where  he  is  more  remarkably  pretent  than  any 
where  elfe  upon  earth,  and  where  angels  attend  to  do 
his  will :  Throw  yourfclf  therefore  bcadlong  down  from 
hence ;  and  let  that  noble  exploit  prove  either  your  own 

divine 


n  0 

f  This  temptation  U  placed  after  that  re¬ 
lying  to  ChrifVj  cafttar  Him/elf  dou?n  from 
the  pi  a  rack  of  the  temple,  in  Mat.  iv,  And 
the  order  in  u?hlch  Matibrat  1m  placed  (hem 
fwms  to  be  (he  (rue  order  in  which  they  oc¬ 
curred  ;  For  he  plainly  methodized  them  by 
tiit  particles  thw,  {tct.  j*  )  and  again,  (rtr< 
i.)  i  and  add*  V  the  coaclufion  of  rlie  temp- 


T  E, 

talion  ahcnU  Chri(i*s  Cdfting  Mmfclf  down 
from  riic  pinnacle  o(  the  temple,  that  i/via 
the  dcviUcJx  hin\  £w.  n,}  lint  our 
gelid  his  iifii  thus  dlltiaguiflicd  rlu  in  ;  ha¬ 
ving  neglected  the  Older,  n$  vi  no  important 
to  the  hifUtry;  or  pcrhi-p*  inverted  it  for 
tome  particular  reafbn-s,  for  w{i  ich  ltt  ZjjGfr 
jwt  oit  the  place. 


4° 


ia  For  it  » 
wntrert,  He  ft)iJ| 
give  his  angels 


his 

charge  over  thre 

tO  UuTii  tllKi 

it  A11J in 
hai'iU  they  flail 
bear  thee  up,  Lit 
at  *r-y  time  thou 
<lufh  rhy  foot  a* 
gnin  It  a  {lone, 
i*  And  Jefus 
aiifwmng  Aid 
UiHu  hioi,  It  is 
(Vid,  Thou  ft) ilc 
irof  tempt  the 
Lord  thy  God* 


it  Ar-d 

the  devil  hid  end¬ 
ed  jI  l  the  tempta¬ 
tion,  he  departed 
from  turn  for  a 
iiulbn, 

14.  And  Jefus 
returned  in  the 
power  of  the  fpi- 
t!t  into  Galilee: 
and  there  ^TeoC 
out  a  fame  of  him 
t  hi*  ugh  aii  the 
unisn  round  a* 
hout, 

1$  And  he 
taught  in.  their 
iyniigo-ues  #  be¬ 
ing  gloriired  of 
alt. 

id  And  he 

came  10  Naia- 
Tdh,  where  '  he 
I'-ud  been  brought 
up  :  And,  as  nh 
Oitfou)'**$p  Jk 
went  into  ihe  fy- 
uagogue  an  die 
falibuli-dav,  and 
flood 


The  Evangeliji  Luke  parapbrafed,  Ch.  W. 

divine  power,  or  the  care  of  your  pretended  Father  to 
prefer ve  you  from  hurt. 

10,  11.  For,  fince  you  appeal  to  the  feripturei  I  will 
appeal  to  it  likewife  to, prove  that  this  is  a  reafonable 
demand,  and  that,  if  your  pretenlions  are  juft,  you  can 
run  no  rilk  by  complying  with  it  :  For  it  is  written  of 
the  Mefliah,  {Pfal.  xci.  1 1,  12.)  God Jball give  his  angels 
charge  over  thee,  to  keep  thee ;  and  in  their  hands  they 
Jball  hear  thee  up,  lejl  at  any  time  thou  dajb  thy  foot  a- 
gain  ft  a  ftone. 

1 2  But  Jefus  replied.  This  prefumptuous  proceeding 

would  be  going  out  of  the  way  of  duty,  and  fo  would 
be  none  of  my  ways,  in  which  prote&ion  is  promifed, 
or  is  to  be  expefted ;  but  would  contradict  another  ferip* 
tare,  where  it  is  faid,  (Dent.  vi.  16.)  Thou  Jbalt  tint 
tempt  the  Lord  thy  God /  which  plainly  intimates  that 
dangerous  hazards  are- not  to  be  run,  nor  extraordinary 
methods  to  be  tried,  without  necedity  ;  and  that  God 
has  not  promifed  miracles  for  the  prefervarion  of  any, 
when  it  may  be  had  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  providence. 
(See  the  note  on  Mat,  iv.  7.)  1 

13  In  this  manner  Chrift  effectually  refuted  all  the 
temptations  of  the  devil;  and  when  Satan  had  tried  his 
utmoft,  and  found  himielf  (hamefully  baffled  in  every 
attempt,  he  left  him  for  the  prefent,  refolving  to  try 
afterwards  to  do  that  by  bis  inftruments  and  by  violence, 
which  he  could  not  do  by  fraud  himfelf. 

14  Then  Jefus  returned  like  a  victorious  champion 
into  Galilee ,  under  the  powerful  anointing  of  the  Holy 
Ghuft;  and  entered  upon  his  public  minifiry,  which 
loon  fpread  his  fame  thro’  all  the  country. 

iy  And  the  reafon  ot  this  was,  bccaufc  he  preached 
in  the  fynagogucs,  wherever  he  came,  with  fuch  ma- 
jefty  and  authority,  and  confirmed  his  doftrine  hy  fuch 
great  and  merciful  miracles,  that  the  people  were  uni- 
vcrfally  ftruyk  with  wonder  and  pleafure,  and  could  not 
but  think  and  fpcak  of  him  with  honour  and  applaufc. 

16  After  he  had  been  fome  time  in  other  parts  of 
Galilee ,  he  went  to  Nazareth  where  he  had  moflfy  re¬ 
dded  in  the  days  of  his  minority ;  and,  upon  coming 
hither,  he  refnrted,  as  ufual,  to  the  fynagogue  on  the 
iabbath-day ;  And  being  a  member  of  that  congrega¬ 
tion  f,  by  virtue  of  his  having  con ftantly  joined  in  wor¬ 
ship 

T  E. 

vun^regitioiii,  but  only  of  this :  And  the 
Jeurifi  writers  tell  ns,  that  none  Uu  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  chc  ff  nagoguc  wight  md  ihcte.  But 
his  grui  npnutinu  ai  3  prophet,  and  the 


N  O 

t  We  do  not  find  that  Chrift  cw  read 
the  icripturein  -iny  oilier  tvnaguguc  but  this 
i.OXezsrctb  ;  tv  rcilon  of  trhic'n  tieeias  to 
In,  lio.  iji  he  eras  iMt  a  tuciubcr  of  thole 


Tinau: 


Ch.iv, 

jkrtd  up  Cdf  fO 
read. 


it  And  there 
was  delivered  un¬ 
to  him  rhe  bonk 
of  the  prophet 
Eliiai;  and  when 
be  had  opened 
the  book  , 
found  the  place 
where  it  was  writ¬ 
ten, 

1 8  Tht^  fpirit 
of  iht  Lord  it  up* 
on  me,  became 
he  hath  anointed 
me  to  preach  the 
gofpd  to  the 
poor ;  he  bath 
lent  me  to  heal 
the  broken- Heart¬ 
ed,  to  preach  de¬ 
liverance  to  Ihc 
captive*,  and  re- 
curcring  of  fight 
to  the  blind,  to 
ftr  at  liberty  them 
that  are  broiled ; 

19  To  preach 
the  acceptable 
year  of  tire  Lord. 

10  And  he 
elofed  the  book, 
ami  he  gave  il 
to  the  mi- 
oiller ,  and  fat 
down ;  and  the 
eye)  of  ail  then) 
ihdL  were  in  the 
Jynagoguc  were 
fattened  on  him. 

%  t  And  he  bc-- 

Sn  to  fay  unto 
cm,  This  day 
is  die  ftripttire 
ftiifilLcd-in  your 
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fliip  with  them  during  his  former  jc  fide  nee  there,  he 
llood  up  to  read  fome  lection  of  the  holy  feripture,  as 
was  cuitomariiy  done  on  the  fabbath-dajrs,  (dtls  xiii. 
M»  "S-) 

17  And,  as  every  book  of  the  law,  and  of  the  greater 
prophets,  was  a  (ingle  toll  of  parchment  by  itlclf ;  that 
which  J  the  miniltcr  of  the  congregation  put  into  his 
hands,  and  part  of  which  was  to  be  read  that  day,  was 
the  prophecy  of  Ifaiah :  Then  Chrtft,  unrolling  the 
parchment,  fixed  upon  a  paifage  relating  to  himfelf, 
(dup-  Ixi.  1,  2.)  wich  in  lenie,  and  moifcjy  according 
to  the  feptuagim,  ran  thus  |j : 

18,  19.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  it  upon  me,  bec&ufe  be 
has  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  poor ,  he  hath 
fent  me  to  heal  the  broken-hearted ,  to  preach  deliverance 
to  the  captives,  and  recovering  cf  fight  to  the  blind,  to 
fet  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruifed ,  to  preach  the  accept¬ 
able  year  of  the  Lord , 

20  When  our  Lord  had  read  thefe  words,  he,  rolling 
up  the  volume  again,  returned  it  to  the  public  imniller 
from  whom,  he  received  it;  and  then  $  fat  down  to 
preach :  And  as  the  fame  of  his  being  an  extraordinary 
prophet  had  by  this  time  reached  Nazareth,  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  looked  intently  toward  him,  expetiing  that  he  would 
explain  what  he  had  read,  and  earneltly  wifliing  to  hear 
what  he  would  fay  on  fo  remarkable  a  text. 

21  Hereupon  he  began  bis  difeouric,  in  which  he 
faid,  The  prophetic  words  I  have  been  reading  are  at 
this  very  time  fulfilled  in  myfelf,  and  in  what  ye  lhall 
now  hear  from  me.  1,  who  was  filled  with  the  Holy 
Gholt  at  my  baptifin,  am  come,  with  a  commifiion 
from  my  Father,  to  publilh  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation, 
and  efl actually  evangelize  the  poor  of  this  world,  and 
the  poor  in  fpirit,  who  are  emptied  of  themfelves  ;  to 
fuccour,  heal,  and  fare  fouls  that  are  wounded  and  di- 
ilrefled  in  reflections  on  their  own  unworthinefs  and 
vilenefs,  guilt  and  danger 5  to  bring  redemption  to  thofe 
that  were  in  bondage  under  the  law,  and  under  the 
power  of  fin  and  Satan  5  to  open  the  eyes  of  their  un- 
deritandings  that  w*rc  fpiritually  blirnl,  as  well  as  to 

reftore 


NOTES. 

vinous  m  trade*  he  wrought  to  omfirm  it,  jj  Whether  this  was  tfcefrflion  which 
procured  him  admidjuu  to  preach  in  afty  Jy-  In  fourfe  to  be  read  that  day,  or  wlicthy? 
n-gugw  where ycr  he  went,  our  Lord  purpofety  turned  to  it  for  the  iub- 

J  The  miniftcr  of  the  fynagogut,  fays  jt ft  of  hi>  ifc  limited  dij  count*  is  uncertain 

Dr  m$  nlied  the  angel  of  the  jj  The  doctors  u>  Hand  i:p 

church,  the  biJbop  or  overteer,  who  prayed  when  they  read  ibe  fcriptureSi  and  to  ht 

publicly,  took  care  of  jhc  reading  of  the  law,  down  when  thy  tsunhi  the  people ;  i^ni- 

?nd  rotneiimes  preached,  &c.  See  HHr<  and  ingJy  our  Lord  read  iiaudiug,  and  prudej 
3ta.  £j ;trri/.  on  MaJ<  iv.  *1,  £;ud£. 


4* 
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reftore  fight  to  them  that  were  corporally  blind  ;  and  to 
fet  the  opprdled  free  from  all  their  legal  yokes,  and 
their  bondage  of  fpirit,  by  which  they  were  brought 
into  as  mifernble  a  condition  as  perfons  f  that  are  galled 
and  bruited  with  fetters  and  chains:  In  a  word,  t  am 
fern  to  proclaim  a  moA  joyful  rind  glorious  jubile  %  by 
the  gofpel  of  faction,  that  tinner?  may  have  free  re- 
mi  (Con  of  all  their  penal  obligations  to  divine  jufiice  in 
the  forgive  weft  of  their  fins,  may  be  delivered  from  all 
their  miferics,  and  may  be  reftored  to  the  divine  favour 
and  to  the  forfeiied  inheritance  of  eternal  life. 

Andallbart  21  And  the  words  which  hefpoke  upon  this  occafion 
bim  wnnds,  and  were  f0  fuj]  0f  rnajefty  and  grace,  that  all  the  people  in 
word*  fynagogue  were  ftruck  with  wonder  and  aftonifh- 
which  proceeded  mem  to  hear  one  who  bad  not  been  educated  in  the 
Shoals  of  the  prophets  talk  at  this  uncommon  rate: 
not  ills  jefcph’s  And  yet  the  generality  of  them  cavilled  at  him,  faying, 
ton*  by  way  of  contempt  and  reproach.  Is  not  this  the  fon  of 

Joft-phi  the  poor  carpenter,  who  was  brought  up ‘with 
bim  ?  (See  the  note  on  chap,  ii*  15.) 

*3  AtiAheftid  23  Jcfus  therefore,  knowing  their  prejudices  againft 
ujwo  them,  Yc  him,  faid  to  them.  Though  your  own  conferences  tell 
wsto  you *  ^ar  mT  doflrine  fpeaks  furpriftnely  good  and  cx- 

verb,  pttyfician,  cellent  things  $  yet  your  unbelieving  hearts  are  objec- 
hcal  tbyitff;  ting,  and  turning  an  old  proverb  againft  me,  faying, 
ha^^hcard  done  **  Pbyfic  tarty  heal  thyftif :  As  it  is  reported  that  you  have 
in  Cipernum  »  done  wonderful  works  in  other  places,  and  particularly 
do  alfo  Ktrc  in  at  Capernaum^  we  infill  upon  it,  that,  if  you  are  able, 
thy  country.  you  heal  our  tick,  our  lame,  and  bur  blind,  here  at 
home,  among  your  own  kindred  and  acquaintance  ; 
■otherwife  we  will  not  regard  you.” 

14  And  he  24  But  I  afiuredly  tell  you,  that,  were  I  to  work 
fod*  Verily  I  fay  ever  fQ  great  or  many  miracles  among  you,  ye  would 
prophet  is  ac  -  not  believe*  ror  your  objection  againft  me,  on  account 
ccptcd  iahurat  of  my  being  the  ion  of  Jcfepby  verities  another  old  ob* 
coumry.  fervation.  That  a  teacher  font  from  God  is  not  ordinarily 

fo  well  thought  of  or  received  among  his  own  neigh¬ 
bours,  as  among  ftrangers :  The  meamrefs  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  and  the  low  circum fiances  in  which  he  all  along 
lived  among  them,  bring  his  office  into  contempt;  and 

it 


k  °  T  e  sl 

f  Here  it  a  beautiful  gradation,  tit  alhifion  hid  mortgaged  their  (facet,  who,  at  the  rc- 
to  the  miicuble  dire  of  fueh  captives  4*  turn  of  the  fiftieth  year,  were  let  frtt;  li- 
were  not  only  call  into  prifon,  but,  like  Zt~  "  berry  bchig  then  proclaimed  through  all  die 
had  their  eyes  put  out,  and  were  land  of  Ifradt  Lem*  sxyv  8,-17. 
bound  with  chains  and  loaded  with  irons,  §  This  intimates,  that  Chrtft  had  been 
(l  Kints  ivv,  7*)  for  Ibme  time  preaching  and  working  raira- 

1  This  has  a  manifcft  reference  to  the  cies  in  other  places,  before  he  came  to  Na- 
great  year  of  jukHc,  which  was  a  joyful  year  zartib* 

40  (ervau;*  oud  ddxofs,  and  to  thepi  that  t  A« 


Ch.  iv. 


ij  But  1  tell 
you  of  a  truth. 
Many  widow* 

were  in  TfracJ  in 
tHc  Hays  of  Klus, 
when  the  h^AVcii 
wis  ihat  up  thite 
years  ’ukT  fix 
months  *  when 
grt«  famine  wa* 
ihMiighomallclit 
land ; 

id  But  unto 
cone  of  them  wu 
Elias  fimt,  lave 

unto  fijrtpis,  a 
t  ty  of  Sidon,  un- 
to  a  woman  that 
was  a  wido*T 

17  And  many 
lepers  were  in  If* 
r«4  in  the  time 
of  Ell  feu*  the 
prophet  :  and 

none  of  thenv*H 
tkinfcd  ,  living 
Naanun  the  Sy¬ 
rian, 
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it  becomes  a  matter  of  envy,  that  he  who  in  private  life 
iiood  uu  the  level  with  or  was  below  themfdvcs,  flimihl 
wear  the  tuperior  ebarader  of  a  prophet  to  them.  it  is 
therefore  much  litter  lor  me  to  perform  my  miracles  in 
other  places*  than  among  a  people  whole  prejudiced 
will  not  give  way  to  conviction. 

25*  26.  Betides,  God  ofes  u  holy  foverctgnty  in  the 
dilp eolations  of  his  favour,  not  as  man  judges  to  be 
\noli  likely*  but  as  ieeme  good  in  his  light;  Thus  in 
the  days  at  Elijah  the  prophet*  there  was  a  great  drought 
lor  three  years  and  a  half  together  j",  widen  occalioncd 
a  diitreffmg  famine  upon  the  earth ;  ami  though  ar  that 
time  there  were  many  nccelikous  widows  in  the  king¬ 
dom  oi  JJrcutt  and  even  at  jervjsiletn  itieif,  yet  it  is  certain 
matter  oi  fact,  that  Elijah  was  lent  foi  the  relief  of  uone 
of  them*  bur  only  oj  a  poor  widow,  who  lived  at  Sarefita, 
a  Gentile  town  which  lay  within  the  borders  of  Sidon\. 

27  ihere  were  Jikewife  many  leprous  perfons  in  the 
land  ot  juriea9  in  the  days  of  EHJba^  (vhofe  name*  in 
the  Greeks  is  Eli/ens  fj  and  yet  none  of  them  were  cured 
by  means  of  that  piopbct:  But  (»  Jtu  )  Naaman  the  $j~ 
rian  was  healed,  (1  Kings  v,  8,-14-)  though  he  was  fo 
far  from  being  an  IjracUte f  that  he  was  of  a  nation 
which  were  not  only  itrangers,  but  enemies  to  Ijrad 
and  to  their  God.  If  therefore  1  chufe  to  difplay  my 
glory  aud  ihew  mercy  among  I/raeliUs  in  difbm  parts* 
rather  than  among  my  own  townfmen,  neighbours,  and 
acquaintance;  yea,  were  1  to  do  this  even  among  the 
Gentries  themfeives*  rather  than  among  the  Jews ;  there 
is  no  more  rcaJbn  to  cavil  at  me  for  it*  than  there  was 
of  old  at  Elijah  and  Elijkn ,  and  the  difpenfauon  of  pro¬ 
vidence  by  them*  for  relieving  necdlkous  and  difeafed 

GcniiU\x% 


|  An  acffHint  of  this  famine  we  have  St 
large,  t  Kings  rvih  &  JtviiL;  and  the  upo- 
t\\c  James  refers  to  it,  chap*  v*  17.  Hat, 
ju  1  Kit'gt  xviii.  1.  it  U  faid,  that  tbc  wrd 
of  the^Ezrd  iu?Kt  to  Elijah  w  the  third  yror, 
Jtjiufy  Go  pew  ibvftif  to  Ahtoh)  and  l  wilt 
fnd  r-j'zx  ttpvn  frf  eartb  :  And  yet  Chrift  (ays, 
jhf  biavtra  vtas  jh ux  up  three  yean  and  jix 
rtitnfhi  ;  and  the  apoftJe  James*  that  it  rain¬ 
ed  not  on  iU  Ltt/ib  bj  ike  jpoce  of  three  years 
vnd  fix  months*  To  reconcile  this,  we  are 
to  obferve,  that  the  third  year*  in  which 
God  (poke  to  Elijah  about  lending  rain,  U 
to  be  nt-konoJ,  not  from  the  beginning  of 
the  drought,  bur  from  the  time  when  E:ijJ} 
began  to  lbjourn  with  the  widow  of  Horepta/ 
and  that  a  year  of  drought  had  preceded, 
vhiltt  he  dwelt  at  the  brook  Cb  frith*  and 
vs*  fed  by  the  ravens  there;  and  after  a 
vEIc*  or  at  the  end  of  JajS,  (p  &  rpoj 


which,  in  that  hngna£f ,  often  fianlfas 
end  of  a  year,  tfo  Irish  dried  up*  becauje  then 
bad  been  wfl  rain  iu  Jf\  land,  1  Kings  xvii*  1, 

—7*  So  that,  putting  the  time  ilJ  togrTlier, 
it  was  Id  the  fijurrli  yeor,  from  the  hu^isi- 
lUng  of  the  thought,  lliut  GlhI  f{>a,kt  lo  Eli¬ 
jah  of  icmljng  rain ;  and  this  b  tictcrmineii 
by  Chrift,  and  the  apollle  Jfti.es*  to  U: 
thrrr  years,  and  a  half  or  Li*  nuiiiihs. 

j  bidiif  was  a  Geniilc  city,  out  oi  tbt  Ixrf- 
ders  of  the  land  id  SjraeL  Utd  ihtt  Efy"? 
thither,  who,  in  the  'Greek,  is  called  A*;.rr. 
and  lb  made  bint  a  prophet  of  rhe  17. *tz>U,r 
the  iirfl  that  ever  uunt  am;»Mg  [turn  ;  And 
when  oar  -Lord  himJelf  went  amon^  if.; 
Gentiles*  it  ia^s  into  the  a«lt  of  7Vrr  an ! 
SidbUy  Mat^  xv*  iu  to  Ihew  merov  to  a  |wr 
woman,  as  Elijah  had  dotre  before  to  a 
«idow,  herein  giving  a  fpccimen  oi  d*e 
n^ercy  def-gned  for  tbe  Gentiles* 


NOTES* 


44 


Tlje  F.vangclift  Luke  paraphrafcd.  Cb.  iv. 

Gentile: i  rather  tban  f/raeUtes  that  were  in  like  miferable 
circum  fiances. 

>8  An*  ell  28  As  foon  as  our  Lord  had  faid  thefe  things  in  the 
rhev  in  1  he  fy-  fynagoime,  and  thereby  fuggefled  as  if  the  people  of  that 
they  hear.1  tiine  town  were  an  worthy  of  his  favour,  and  the  G  entiles 
uiinjp,  ««  Hi-  themfelves  fhoultl  be  made  partakers  of  it ;  they  who, 
«!  with  u-Mili,  but  ju^  ^fore,  tore  him  witne/s,  and  wondered  at  bis 
gracious  word:,  {ver.  12.)  were  generally  filled  with  the 
utmoft  indignation  and  rage  againft  him : 

as  And  mfe  29  And,  in  the  heat  of  their  fury,  they  tumultuoafly 
op,  and  thmtt  broke  up  the  afferably  all  at  ouce ;  and  tbtuft  him,  not 
dV"  aild  lad  hint  DIlty  out  the  fynagogue,  but  of  Nazareth  itfelf ;  and, 
unto  the  brow  of  hurrying  him  away  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  which  the 
(he  hill,  (where-  town  Hood,  they  attempted  to  difpatch  him,  by  throw- 
huilO  (lilTth*5  *nf>  him  down  the  precipice,  tho1  he  had  lived  fb  many 
(night  csft  him  years  unblameabiy  among  them, 
down  headlong.  30  But,  as  his  time  for  dying  was  not  yet  come,  and 
f;nI°thrau,>l)Ith<  th*5  was  not  that  f°r£  of  death  which  he  was  to  ftiffer, 
inUit  of  them,  he  miraculoully  fprang  away  from  them  before  they  were 
«ent  his  way,  aware,  leaving  them  to  the  dreadful  confequcnccs  of 
their  outrage  againft  him. 

?r  And  came  '  31  And  he  removed  from  thence  to  dwell  at  Caper - 

down  to  Caper-  naum,  another  town  in  Galilee  ;  and  preached  in  their 
mum,  a  «4tr  fynagogue  on  the  fabbath-days. 
tiughr  them  on  32  And  his  doctrine,  together  with  his  gracious  and 
the  fehbath-days.  authoritative  manner  of  delivering  and  confirming  it, 
were  sftonilhcd  at  was  Arming,  that  the  people  could  not  but  (land  ama- 
his  iWtriue ;.  for  zed  at  it ;  for  it  wa6  attended  with  divine  and  powerful 
Jm  wo rd  wa*  with  £  v  j  dcnce* 


ptnv^r. 

33  And  to  the 

there 

was  a  man  which 
hud  u  Ipiril  uf  an 
unclean  dtvil  ; 
andcricrf^ut  with 
1  loud  -voice, 

34  Saying,  Let 
11$  jiimy  :  «hat 
have  #c  to  do 
with  thee,  thou 
Jcfus  of  Naia 
freth  ?  art  thou 
conte  to  dellroy 
Uf  ?  I  kn ow  thet 
whn  it  ion  art ;  fhc 
holy  One  of  God* 


33,  34-  And  among  other  wonderful  works  which 
he  wrought  to  confirm  it  there,  the  following  inftancc 
was  very  remarkable.  One  fabbath-day,  whilft  he  was 
preaching  in  the  fynagogue,  there  was  a  certain  man 
poflefTed  of  the  devil,  that  wicked  fpiril,  who  was  fo 
full  of  enmity  to  Chrifl,  fo  afraid  of  his  power,  and  (o 
enraged  againft  his  gofpel,  that  be  fpoke  in  or  by  the 
man,  crying  out  with  great  vehemence,  and  with  an 
audible  voice,  in  the  name  of  himfelf  and  his  alTociates, 
O  thou  Jefus  of  Nnzareth,  pray  give  us  no  dilturbance  ; 
thy  proper  bufinefs  lies  with  men,  and  not  with  us  who 
delire  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  thee;  furriy  the  time 
is  not  yet  come  for  thee  to  deftroy  our  dominion,  or  to 
torment  us:  Alas!  1  dread  contending  with  thee;  for 
I  know  that  thou  art  the  Son  uf  God  t>  holy  in  thy  na¬ 


ture 


NOTE. 

t  Thu  coDfdTIon  of  Chrifl  vu  eitorted  from  the  devil  by  the  term  he  w«  in,  or 
die  he  tnadc  it  Vub  a.  drign  of  paying  foch  a  public  compliment  to  Clmit  u  might  ren- 
jter  hi*  c  Witter  fufpetted  amoug  the  jrars;  and  il  is  probable  that  the  Hmftti  took  pc* 
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3;  And  JeTo* 

rebuked  him  t 
frying,  kloJd  thy 
i>GiCc,  and  come 
uuf  of  him.  And 
when  the  devil 
had  thrown  him 
\n  the  he 

nme  out  of  him, 
And  hart  him  not. 


%6  And  they 
were  ail  unx&cd, 
And  fpike  among 
thcmfclvti,  ky  - 
in*  What  a  word 
is  thb!  for  with 
authority  and 
power  he  com* 
xnandcdi  the  un¬ 
clean  1  pints,  and 
they  come  out. 

37  And  the 
lame  of  him  went 
out  into  every 
place  of  the  coun¬ 
try  round  about. 

And  he  a* 
role  out  ut  thefy* 
tiagoguc*  and  tn+ 
tem  into  Simon's 
huttfe :  and  S£- 
moo*$  wife's  mo* 
tlwr  was  taken 
with  a  great  fe¬ 
ver;  and  they  bc- 
fotigbt  him  for 
her. 

39  And  he 
flood  over  her, 
and  fghnN  the 
fever ;  ^nd  k  kit 

her.  A&dimmc* 
diarriy  (he  aroft 
and  minilfored 
unto  them. 


40  Now  wlien 
the 


The  Evangefi/f  Luke  paraphrafed. 

turc  and  dHign. 

35  But  Jefus,  refultng  to  receive  teftimony  from  the 
devil,  fci'crely  checked  him }  and,  with  fovereign  and 
awful  authority,  commanded  him  to  be  fiient,  and  to 
quit  po Hellion  of'  the  man.  Hereupon  Satan  was  in- 
ftantly  forced  to  retire :  And  tho%  to  fhew  his  rage  and 
reluctance  at  parting,  he  threw  the  poor  creature  into 
violent  convuliions  before  all  the  company,  and  left  him 
like  one  dead ;  yet  he  immediately  recovered,  by  which 
it  appeared  that  be  had  received  no  manner  of  hurt* 

36  And  the  people  feeing  that  Chrilt  wrought  fo 
great  and  undeniable  a  miracle,  in  fuch  a  godlike  man¬ 
ner,  were  extremely  furprifed  at  it,  faying  within  thero- 
fclves,  and  one  to  another,  What  an  alfomfliiug  word 
is  this !  Who  ever  (aw  or  heard  any  thing  like  it  ?  For 
he  only  {peaks,  and  it  is  done  }  fuch  power  and  autho- 
rity  go  forth  with  his  word,  that  even  the  infernal 
wicked  (pints  are  forced  to  fuhmit  to  his  abfolute  com¬ 
mand,  and  to  do  as  he  orders  them. 

37  And  the  report  of  this  amazing  cure  was  foon 
fpread  abroad,  and  gave  him  a  vaft  reputation,  far  and 
wide  j  fo  that  the  whole  country  rung  with  his  praifes. 

38  Now  as  toon  as  Jefus  bad  publicly  wrought  this 
miracle  in  the  fynagogue,  be  retired  from  thence  to 
Simon  Peter’s  boufe,  whole  habitation  was  in  this  town  } 
f  and  his  wife’s  mother  being  at  that  time  dangproufly 
fick  of  a  fever,  her  friends,  encouraged  by  what  he  had 
juft  before  done  in  tbe  fynagogue,  acquainted  him  with 
her  threatening  cafe,  and  earneftly  intreated  him  to 
(hew  his  power  and  goodnefs  in  healing  her. 

39  They  no  (boner  afleed,  hut  received.  Jefus,  in 
the  greatnefs  of  his  companion,  went  into  the  room 
’where  (he  lay}  and,  as  he  Hood  looking  upon  her,  In", 
like  the  fovereign  Lord  of  all,  without  any  ceremony, 
or  application  to  his  Father,  commanded  the  fever  to 
depart  from  her,  and  took  it  off  to  the  perfeft  recovery 
of  her  health  and  ftrength  all  at  once:  And,  as  an  evi-. 
dence  of  this,  (lie  prdently  got  out  of  bed,  went  about 
the  bulinefs  of  the  houfc,  and  did  what  was  requilite  for 
the  entertainment  of  our  blcifed  Lord  sad  the  company. 

40  Then,  as  (bon  as  the  fun  was  fet,  at  which  time 
the  fabbath  was  over,  all  the  people  thereabouts,  who 
had  any  lick  relations  or  friends,  brought  them  to  Jefus, 
that  he  might  heal  them,  whatfoever  their  difeafes  were} 

thd 


NOTES. 

eifcm,  from  the  devils  owning  him,  to  rc-  thra  of  the  eefibjry  of  the  clergj :  For  the 
pixuch  him  »«  if  U  eafi  tut  dtrtit  tj  Beetle-  apoftle  Prttr  hirrkll  had  a  wife,  whole  in  O' 
hub  lie  pma  tf  iruift,  Mat,  x:i.  a*.  tlvcr  lay  lick  a.  hi.  houle;  anil  here  it  waa 

+  Thit  evidently  coisfwei  the  Popp>  no-  l hat  our  Loid  probably  4w-clu 


4s 


eU  fun  was  far- 
ling,  *Jl  thryih.it 
hud  any  fk'k  wi  h 
divers  riifeaics  , 
biotL^hMltein  un¬ 
to  h\ iti ;  aiuL  he 
h:d  t:is  Ini  vis  on 
eve » y  one  of 
ti*cror  and  beakd 

t\u::u  t 

4]  And  devils 
alft*  came  out  of 
ttiny  *  crying 
ou\  andtiay;ng, 
’riiuii  art  Omit 
the  Son  of  God* 
Ami  he  rebuking 
them  ,  fullered 
them  not  ru 
jtywA;  for  they 
kncwthii  he  Wi* 
ChrilL 

41  And  when 
it  was  d^y  t  he 
dt  parted  and 

vent  into  a  dtlart 
pLoe :  and  the 
people  fought 
h:m,  and  came 
unto  him,  uni 
flayed  Idm  that 
he  Ehould  not  de¬ 
part  from  them, 

43  And  belaid 
unto  them  t  J 
■nun  pruch  the 
kingdom  of  God 
to  o;hcr  cities  aU 
fo :  for  therefore 
Aui  I  Lent. 


44  And  he 

prerched  in  the 
Analogues  ut 
(ialikt 


The  Evangel!]}  Lu  ke  faraphrafed -  Ch,  hr* 

the  Pbarifies  having  fuggefted,  that  it  was  unlawful  for 
them  to  carry  their  tick  to  him*  or  indeed  for  him  to 
heal  them,  on  the  fabbath-day  :  And  lb  great  were  bis 
power  and  mercy,  that,  as  faft  as  they  came,  he,  by  a 
bare  touch,  without  the  ufe  of  any  means,  inftamly  heal¬ 
ed  them  all,  of  what  kind  or  degree  foever  their  belt- 
lidTes  were  5  not  one  of  them  went  away  without  a  cure- 

41  There  were  likewife  many  brought  to  him,  out 
of  whom,  in  the  fame  fovercign  way*  he  call  out  evil 
fpirirs  barely  by  his  word  of  command ;  and,  upon  their 
taking  leave  of  the  poffeffed  perfons,  they  made  hideous 
outcries,  faying.  Ah,  we  lind  that  thou  art  the  Mefliah, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God :  But,  as  their  teftaiuony  was 
of  no  advantage  to  him,  he  commanded  them  to  be  filent, 
and  would  not  fuffer  them  to  publilh  who  he  was  *  for 
they  indeed  ceminly  knew  him  to  be  the  true  Mefliah* 

42  And  the  next  morning  +,  before  day-light  ap¬ 
peared,  he  arofe,  and  retired  to  afolitaryplace,  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  for  fecret  prayer,  {Mark  u 
35O  but  as  foon  as  the  people  miffed  him,  they  care¬ 
fully  fcarchcd  after  him  till  they  found  him ;  and,  when 
they  came  to  him,  they  were  very  urgent  in  their  in¬ 
trudes,  that  he  would  pleafe  to  honour  and  bids  them 
with  a  conftant  abode  in  their  city  and  neighbourhood. 

43  But  (is)  he  told  them,  that,  whatfoever  might  he 
their  ends  in  this  requeft,  he  could  not  grant 'it,  con¬ 
fidently  with  his  great  defign  of  preaching  the  gofpelof 
the  kingdom  in  one  place  as  'well  as  another,  faying. 
My  mluiftry  is  not  to  be  confined  to  Capernaum »  hut  I 
muft  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  to  other  cities 
as  well  as  yours;  for  fo  the  com  million  runs  which  I 
have  received  of  my  Father- 

44  Accordingly,  taking  his  leave  of  them  for  the  pro- 
fent,  he  travelled  about  from  town  to  town,  thro*  all 
Galilee^  pleaching  in  their  fynagogues  wherever  he  came, 
and  confirming  his  excellent  doctrine  by  his  beneficent 
and  wonderful  works.  ( Mark  i.  39J 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  often  do  the  greateft  temptations  fucceed  the  higheft  tdlimouies  of  God's 
love  l  As  Toon  as  our  bldftd  Lord  htmfdf  had  been  owned  from  heaven  as  the 
Sou  of  God,  and  filled  with  his  Spirit,  he  was  tempted,  like  as  we  are,  yet  with¬ 
out  fin ;  but  came  off  with  triumph,  that  he  might  be  able  to  fuccour  them  that 
are  tempted.  When  Satan,  taking  the  advantage  of  ueceJfttous  and  dangerous 

cir- 

N  O 

t  Tri  Mflrj t  L  jj-  it  is  ftid,  lhai  i*  tht 
rifingatp  a  grt&t  t white  Jffi rt  d»jf  be 
on/,  But  he  might  rift  hrforc,  and  yet 


T  E. 

ling;  yet  they  alfo  made  the  midnight  a  dt- 
liimTUve  pcrir>dT  to  part  between  day  and 
day;  lo  that  they  reckoned  up  till  midnight 


rni  go  our  till  tt  waa  day ;  urT  ait  Dr  tight-  for  the  day  that  was  pall,  and  reckoned 
/:;/  reconciles  theft  acctmnts,  Thoogh  the  down  from  midnight  for  the  morohig  of 
S-ilUt.il  lU)  uL  L*it  jfrtfi  %cgan  from  Xuu  ft;*  the  following  day. 
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circumfbmctt,  put  him  upon  firft  diftruftiag,  and  then  prcfumuip  uptm,  the  pro* 
vidence  and  promiftt  of  God ;  and  when  he  gnew  fo  iufoftm  as  to  cr  him  the 
pofleflumand  the  government  of  the  world,  upon  condition  of  Ida  pa>iny  rdlgioua 
worfliip  to  him  as  God’s  delegate,  which  is  due  to  none  but  God  himftlf ;  Chrift 
defeated  all  his  afTaults  by  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  thereby  letting  us  an  t  sam¬ 
ple,  and  (hewing  us  the  way  to  relift  and  overcome  everjr  temptation  through  him 
that  loved  us.— O  what-  dreadful  work  has  fid  made !  It  has  turned  once  good 
and  holy  angels  into  malicious  and  unclean  (pint#  ;  has  perverted  human  nature, 
and  fabje&ed  it  to  the  devil's  cruel  tyranny  ;  has  introduced  all  the  difrafes  and 
miseries  that  affli £t  mankind  ;  and  has  brought  our  dear  and  bteflld  saviour  into 
all  the  humbling  and  iii&ring  dncurattanctrs  that  he  endured  in  our  w*  rid.  But 
what  a  gracious,  firilable,  and  almighty  Saviour  have  we  !  He  is  the  fove reign  Lord 
of  life  and  deatb,  of  devils  and  men ;  and  by  virtue  of  the  office  to  which  his  Fa* 
ther  has  anointed  him,  he  is  the  deliverer  of  miferabie  captives, and  the  great  phy- 
Acini  of  foul  and  body,  who  can  eafity  heal  the  difte mperg  of  both,  by  his  word, 
and  the  divine  energy  that  attends  it :  And  he  exerts  his  power  and  grace  on  the 
moft  unlikely,  and  the  moll  unworthy,  as  Teems  good  in  his  fight.  How  excel* 
lent  is  bis  duftrine !  how  laborious  and  diligent  was  he  in  preaching  it,  dpec;;d«* 
ly  on  the  fabbath-days  E  and  how  glorioufiy  did  he  confirm  it,  without  the  leaft 
room  for  fufpkion  of  fraud!  but,  alas,  bow  few  are  frying] y  wrought  upon  and 
converted  by  it  E  And  how  many  are  there  that  get  no  further  than  the  very  dv* 
vils  theroWves  in  their  faith  concerning  him  as  the  bon  of  God  and  the  true  Mcf* 
fiah;  or  than  the  people  that  heard  his  preaching  and  Taw  his  miracle*  with  at¬ 
tention  and  wonder,  and  bore  witnefs  to  his  gracious  words,  and  yet  immediate* 
ly  were  filled  with  prejudices  and  envy,  turned  head  again  ft  him,  and  fought  to 
defiroy  him  1  But  no  defigns  a  gain  A  his  life  could  profper,  till  he  had  fulfilled  his 
mrmftry  and  the  time  was  come  fur  him  to  relign  it. 
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Chrift  preached  out  of  Peter\f  Jhip^  r> — 3.  His  intimation  of  the  fuccefs 
of  Peter'/  and  bis  partners  miniftry*  by  a  miraculous  draught  ofjijbes* 
4, — 1 1 .  He  heals  a  leper *  1 2, — 1 5.  Retires  for  prayer*  and  returns 
to  preaching*  iG*  17*  Cures  a  man  Jick  of  the palfy*  i8> — 26.  Calls 
Levi,  and  converfes  with  publicans  *  27, — 32.  And  vindicates  his 
diJcipUt for  not  jqfting  in  thofe  days ,  33, — 39. 


Tuit* 


AND  fr  came 
to  pali,  that 
as  the  people 
prtftcd  upon  him 
to  hear  the  word 
of  God,  he  Aood 
by  the  lake  of 
Gtfuicflret, 
a  Arid  &w  two 

fhips  limiting  by 
the  take:  but  the 
ftAurmen  wm 
gone  011  c  of  them , 
and  were  walking 
Air  nets. 

3  And  he  en¬ 
tered 


Paraphrase. 

NOW  while  Jefus  continued  in  Galilee^  he  was  fo 
acceptable  to  the  common  people,  that  they  /lock¬ 
ed  and  crowded  in  vaft  multitudes  about  him,  to  hear 
him  preach  the  gofpel  of  fa  1  ration,  which  was  indeed 
the  word  of  God  :  And,  as  the  fynagogues  were  not 
large  enough  to  contain  them,  he  went  to  the  (hore  of  the 
fea  of  Tibtriai)  which  is  called  the  lake- of  Gennefaretb. 

2  And  there  he  faw  two  fi/hing  boats  lying  near  the 
(bore;  but  the  fervants  that  belonged  to  them f,  ami 
had  been  fifhing  a  great  while  to  no  purpofc,  were  gone 
out  of  them  to  wain  and  cleanfe  their  nets. 

3  In  the  mean  time  our  Lord,  to  avoid  the  inconve¬ 
nience 


N  o 

f  Some  frppoft  (hat  theft  fOicrmcn  were 
Sivtvn  and  ifirarnir,  who  u  trv  laid  to  be  ivfi- 
i>y  tteir  wrt  fajto  thy  Jta,  (Mat-  ly-  and 


T  E. 

to  walh  the  net  after  Gfliitijz  j  Bur  I  ratjiei 
(ike  this  io  rcLlc  to  *he  krvants  wathing 
their  nets,  white  -Wh  ii»d  itittiin- 


4« 

If  red  into  one  of 

the  frips,  vihich 
Jiid 

prjytf!  him  that 
he  w^uid  thrall 
out  a  little  from 
the  bnd :  ami  he 
fir  down  t  utd 

(aught  the  people 
cut  of  the  ftrip* 


4  Now  when 
he  had  Lett  fpcak- 
inigt  he  fiid  unto 
iSmwn  ,  Launch 
out  into  the  <k*p, 
audit  r<  hurt*  your 
net?  for  4  draught. 


f  And  Stmon 
•utwcriag*  CM 
unfo  him,  M*- 
fler,  vtehjvc  toil¬ 
ed  all  the  night, 
and  have  taken 
nothing :  ucw- 
Ihcleis ,  at  thy 
ward,  I  wilt  let 
down  the  net* 
fl  And  when 
they  had  this 
done,  they  tndo- 
feda  great  multi¬ 
tude  of  (idle* ; 
and  their  net 
Inkc* 


7  And  they 
Tuckoned  unto 
their  pan&tr* 
whieh  were  in  the 
other  ihip,  dial 
they  fhuuld  cumc 
and  help  them* 
And  they  came, 
and  filled  both 
l  he  (hips,  fo  that 
they  hewn  to 

fink, 

8  When  Simon 
Peter  taur  ft,  he 
fell  down  at  je^ 
fua*  Jmtts,  jay. 
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nience  of  being  crowded  by  the  multitude,  and  of  ha¬ 
ving  his  voice  drowned,  went  into  one  of  the  boats, 
particularly  Simon’s  whom  Chrift  named  Petert  [John 
i.  4a.)}  and,  meeting  with  him  there,  he  courtcoufly 
entreated  him  to  put  off  to  a  fmall  distance  from  the  land} 
which  being  done,  Jefus,  without  regarding  any  diftinc- 
tion  of  places  for  religious  worfhip,  fat  down  in  the  vef- 
fel,  and  preached  from  thence  to  toe  people  as  they  were 
Handing  on  the  iliore. 

4  And,  wheu  he  had  finifhed  his  difeourfe,  he  de- 
fired  Simeon  to  fleer  Hill  further  to  a  deeper  part  of  the 
lake,  and  there  to  drop  his  nets  for  fifh;  thereby  de¬ 
fining  to  man  i  fell  his  own  power  and  goodnefs,  and 
to  give  a  lively  emblem  of  the  wonderful  fucccfs  which 
his  fervants  ihould  have  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry  un¬ 
der  his  command  and  influence. 

5  But  (x<u)  Sim9nt  not  knowing  Cbriffs  intention, 
faidto him,  Sir,  l  doubt  it  will  be  loft  labour;  for  we 
have  been  fifliing  all  night,  and  taken  a  deal  of  pains 
already  without  any  fucccfs :  However,  in  obedience  to 
your  command,  and  in  hope  that  it  may  not  be  altoge¬ 
ther  In  vain,  1  and  my  men,  weary  as  we  are,  will  make 
another  trial. 

6  Then  they  let  down  their  net;  and  Chrift,  as  fo- 
vereign  Lord  of  the  Teas  as  well  as  of  the  dry  land, 
made  it  well  worth  their  while  to  obferve  his  orders, 
he  bringing  together  a  prodigious  number  of  filhes  by 
his  own  influence  upon  them ;  fo  that  the  men  imme¬ 
diately  inclofed  fucb  a  vaft  multitude,  that  the  net  be¬ 
gan  to  tear  by  means  of  their  bulk  and  ftruggling. 

7  Hereupon,  their  partners  being  in  tbe  other  boat, 
at  a  con  fide  ruble  diftince  out  of  call,  they  made  fignals 
for  them  to  come  with  all  fpeed  to  their  aftiftaoce  in 
drawing  up  the  net :  And  they  coming,  helped  them 
to  manage  it  in  luch  a  manner  that  they  catched  fifties 
enough  to  load  both  the  boats  with  them,  and  even  to  o- 
vciload  them,  fo  that  they  were  in  danger  of  finking  by 
the  great  weight  of  their  cargo. 

8  This  was,  in  all  the  circumstances  of  it,  fuch  an 
unexpected  display  of  divine  knowledge  and  dominion, 
that  when  Simon,  who  was  like  wife  called  Peter,  faw 
it,  he  threw  himfelf  down  at  ChrHVs  feet :  And  infteail 
of  fuing  for  pardoning  and  fan&ifying  grace  t<o  deliver 
him  from  the  guilt  and  power  of  his  fins,  as  he  ought, 
and  certainly  would  had  he  then-  dearly  underlined  on 
what  a  faving  defign  Jefus  came  into  the  world  *,  he, 
on  the  other  hand,  full  of  awful  confufion  and  fear,  as 
even  good  men  ufed  to  be  at  any  uncommon  appearance 


Ch.  v. 

trig*  Depart  from 
me;  foe  t  m  a 
fitifd  nit ,  € 
Lonh 
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of  the  divine  prefence,  humbly  befought  Mm,  faying. 
Lord,  I  beg  that  thou  wouldcft  pteafe  to  withdraw  from 
me,  and  go  out  of  my  boat ;  for  1  am  a  linful  wretch, 
utterly  unworthy  and  unable  to  ltand  in  thy  prefence, 
and  to  converfie  with  thee. 


»  Foe  be  Was 

a-lonUhcd  ,  and 
all  tbtt  wen  wkh 
him  t  at  the 
draught  of  the 
ftthci  which  (hoy 
hid  taken:  ■ 


to  And  £>  wts 
alb  Junes  tad 
Tnhrt,  the  bn*  of 
Zcbcdce,  which 
w*re  paitaen 
with  Simon*  And 

Sefus  faul  nmo 
imon,Far  ant; 
from,  henceforth 
thou  bah  catch 

fDQti 


9  For  he  having  ufed  to  fifli  in  that  fca  many  yearn, 
and  never  feen  or  heard  any  thing  like  the  fuccels  which 
enfued  upon  his  obeying  Chrift’s  word,  was  (buck  with 
exceeding  great  amazement,  as  were  alfo  all  the  men 
in  the  boat  with  him,  at  the  vaft  ftioal  which  they  fo 
miraculoufly  catchcdac  one  draught,  after  they  had  Men 
foiling  all  night  before  to  no  manner  of  purpofe. 

10  James  likewife  and  John,  the  two  tons  of  Zehedee, 
who  belonged  to  the  other  boat,  and  were  partners  with 
Simon  in  the  fiftiing-trade,  were  much  aftoniihed  at 
this  event:  And  to  relieve  them,  Jefus,  inftead  of 
taking  Simon,  as  he  juftly  might,  at  his  word,  fpoke  in 
a  kind,  meek,  and  encouraging  manner  to  him,  fay¬ 
ing,  Let  not  your  fear  and  furprife  thus  overwhelm  you, 
and  make  you  rafldy  with  for  my  abfence  as  if  I  were 
an  enemy :  What  1  have  now  done  is  an  aft  of  miracu¬ 


lous  goodaefs,  as  well  as  power ;  and  1  have  further 
defigns  of  much  greater  favour  to  you.  As  now  yon 
have  caught  a  great  multitude  of  fifties,  by  letting  down 
your  net  at  my  order ;  fo  I  intend,  from  this  time  for¬ 
ward,  to  make  you  a  miniftcr  and  an  apoltle  and  by 
preaching  the  gofpel,  according  to  my  command,  and 
under  my  influence,  you  (hail  be  as  remarkably  Cuccefs- 
ful  f  in  a  better  (bn  of  filhing  for  the  fouls  of  meo,  that 
they  may  be  drawn  to  me,  and  fo  may  be  brought  oat 
of  a  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery  into  a  ftate  of  falvation. 

11  In  like  manner  he  fpoke  to  Andrew,  Simon's  bro¬ 
ther,  who  was  with  him  in  the  boat ;  and  (bon  after  to 
James  and  John,  who  were  in  the  other  veffel,  and 
whom  Jefus  afterward  met  afhore,  {Mat.  iv.  18, — 32.) 
and  his  word  went  with  fuch  power  to  their  hearts,  that, 
inftead  of  going  to  make  their  market,  they,  a  mi  (tft 
tbe  greatdt  Audi  of  profperity  in  their  fi  thing- trade, 
immediately  threw  up  that  employment,  and  all  their 
worldly  mterefts  with  it,  and  from  that  time  forward 
conftantly  attended  him  as  his  difcipJes.  (See  the  note 
on  Mark  i.  t8.) 

12  And  while  Jefus  was  travelling  thro*  Galilee  with 
thefe  difciples,  as  he  was  one  day  entering  into  a  cer¬ 
tain  city  I,  behold,  a  man  all  overfpread  with  a  leprofy, 

feeing 

NOTES. 

f  This  Wtt  rcmarkihly  fulfilled  in  the  con*  man  after  ChrifTs  rdirrrtflson,  'AP$  41.) 
Krli«o  of  jooo  by  means  of  firft  ler-  1  This  uns  and  Clirill  had. 

Vot,  IL  i  D  * 


it  And  when 
thtf  bed  brought 
tfcor  AUp#  to 
land,  they  tor- 
£*ik  all,  utd  fol* 
lowed  him. 


ii  Audit  came 
to  pjft,  when  he 
vu  in  a  certain 
city ,  behold,  * 
nun  toll  olkpro* 
fJfi 


5° 

fy ;  whb  firing 
Jefus,  fell  on  hn 
face  *  and  be  - 
tiugtiL  him,  fac¬ 
ing  t  Lord  *  if 
thou  vifr,  thou 
CAnft  make  me 
iitm. 

i  $  And  he  pot 
forth  his  hand, 
uid  loudtcd  him, 
f  will ; 
be  thou  dean* 
And  immediate¬ 
ly  the  leproty  de¬ 
puted  from  him. 


T4  And  he 
charged  him  to 
tell  no  man:  hut 
j»t>  and  Blew  thy- 
fdf  to  the  priclt, 
and  ofi^f  fur  thy 
dcinlin^  acc»r<t* 
ing  a*  Moft* 
commanded,  fur 
a  uftimony  unto 
them. 


f  j  Rntforofcch 
the  more  went 
thtte  ftm  cab  road 
of  him:  and  great 
mut:itudtf  came 
together  to  hear, 
a  tul  to  he  healed 
by  him  of  their 
infirm  ltk* 


id  And  he 
withdrew  himfelf 
imu  die  wilder 
self,  and  prayed. 


17  Andttcflmt 
to  pafs  on  a  cer¬ 
tain  day,  u  be 
-was  teaching,  that 
there  wet  c  Phari¬ 
sees  ami  dofiors 
of  the  law  fitting 
by. 
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feeing  him,  fell  proftrare  before  him,  and  humbly  in* 
treated  him,  with  great  earneftnefs  and  importunity, 
faying.  Lord,  my  cafe  is  very  miferable  and  dangerous, 
part  hope  of  relief  by  human  means ;  but  I  firmly  be¬ 
lieve,  that,  if  thou  pleafeft,  thou  canii  eafily  cleanfe  and 
heal  me  *  and,  as  I  have  heard  of  thy  pity  to  others,  I 
throw  myfelf  at  tby  foot  for  merer.  - 

13  Hereupon  Jefus  ilretching  forth  his  hand,  laid  it 
upon  him,  as  a  prophet  might  do  on  a  leper;  and  at  the 
lame  time  to  (hew  that  hi9  will  is  no  more  to  be  diftruf- 
ted  than  his  power,  he,  like  the  ibvereign  Lord  of  all, 
faid  in  the  authoritative  manner,  **  I  will,  he  thou 
cleanfed/’  And  at  that  very  inllant  the  man  was  per¬ 
fectly  cured  of  his  leprofy,  according  to  his  faith  in  the 
power  of  Chrill,  and  even  beyond  his  faith  in  his  will. 

14  And  Jefus  peremptorily  commanded  him  not  to 
publifh  abroad  what  he  had  none  ;  But,  fays  he,  go  di- 
reftly  to  a  priell,  whofe  office  it  is  to  judge  of  leproftes, 
and  whether  perfons  are  cleanfed  from  them  or  not, 
[Lev.  xiii.  a.)  and  offer  yourfelf  to  his  examination,  that 
he  may  pronounce  you  clean ;  and  then  perform  the 
rites,  which  in  that  cafe  are  required  by  the  Law  of  Mo- 
fa,  in  acknowlcgmcnt  of  your  purification,  [Lev.  xiv. 
4,-7.)  that  the  molt  obftinate  of  the  Jews  may  have  a 
legal  conviftiou  of  your  being  really  cleanfed,  and  of 
my  divine  power  in  healing  you;  and  that  none  may 
object  againft  me,  as  if  I  disregarded  God's  law. 

15  But  the  man  was  fo  full  of  joy  and  eeftafy,  and 
fb  detirous  to  fpread  the  praifes  of  his  gracious  benefac¬ 
tor,  that,  feeming  to  forget  himfelf,  or  not  to  under- 
Band  the  defign  of  Chrift’s  eharge,  he  could  not  tell 
how  to  hold  his  peace :  And  Jefus  became  fo  very  fa¬ 
mous  by  this  means,  that  prodigious  multitudes  flocked 
after  him,  to  hear  bis  excellent  difeourfes,  and  to  have 
their  difeafes  healed. 


1 6  And,  the  crowd  being  lb  great  and  continual,  he 
privately  retired,  as  he  was  often  obliged  to  do,  to  feme 
folitary  place  in  the  wildcrnefs,  that  he  might  have  op¬ 
portunity  to  refreih  himfelf,  and  to  fpend  time  alone  in 
folemn  prayer. 

17  .  A  while  after  this,  he  returned  again  to  Caper¬ 
naum  1  and  one  day,  whilft  he  was  preaching  there  in 
a  houfe,  ( Mark  ii.  I.)  feveral  of  the  Pharifas  and  feribe 
the  moil  captious  of  all  the  Jews,  were  fitting  to  hear 
him,  that  they  like  fpies  might  feek  occaGons  of  quar- 


rrnt  yet  entered  into  the  city,  as  appears  from  A } il.  viii. «, — fi.  Accordingly  the  prep*  - 
Titian  t?  imy  be  fcadnol  rtft  vr  &jt  3$  the  jinp<iiiiiuu  1  in  the  Hebrew  11,  Juft,  y*  t  ’ 
3Ad  X.  Wi 


Ch.  v. 

l>y,  wWcK  were 
Ctfmeoutofevtry 
uuii  of  Galilee* 
and  Judea,  and 
JmfikiD  : 
the  power  of  ttic 
Lord  was  prtfcut 
to  heal  them. 

i a  And  be¬ 
hold  t  men 
brought  in  a  bed 
a  tmn  which  wit 
nkeh  with  &  pd- 
if ;  and  they 
{ought  means  to 
thtjw  him  in,  and 
to  by  him  before 
him* 

And  when 
thee  co old  not 
hod  by  whit  way 
they  might  bring 
him  in,  htciuJe 
«tl  the  joultiuule, 
they  went  upon 
tiic  hotift-top , 
and  let  him  down 
through  the  tiling 
with  Mi  couch, 
into  the  midft  be¬ 
fore  jefus- 
to  And  when 
he  Jaw  their  faith* 
he  Jaid  noto  bim, 
Man ,  thy  fifu 
are  forgiven  thee. 


at  And  the 
feribes  and  the 
Pharifoes  began 
to  redbo,  faying. 
Who  U  this  whiS 
fpukttb  bldpbe* 
mi«  ?  Who  can 


forgive  fins,  but 
God  abac? 


fist  when 
Jefus  perceived 
thdr  thoughts * 
heiafvcrW,  (aid 
unto  them.  What 
rufon  y*  in  your 
heart*  r 


13  Whether  i$ 
ca- 
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Veiling  with  him.  For  this  purpofe  they  caiiic  together 
from  all  parts  \  foroe  from  fever al  towns  and  cities  of 
Galilctf  others  from  Judea ,  and  others  as  far  as  from 
Jerusalem  itfelf:  And,  in  the  prrience  of  all  thefe,  the 
power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  exerted  itfelf  in  the  miraculous 
cures  of  many  that  were  lick  of  various  diftempers. 

18  Among  the  rdt,  there  was  an  aftoniihing  inllance. 
A  ceitain  man,  being  grievoufly  affl  idled  with  the  palfy, 
was  fo  very  weak  as  to  be  brought  in  a  couch  or  bed 
upon  the  fhouldcrs  of  four  of  his  friends,  {Mark  ii.  3.) 
who  endeavoured  to  get  him  into  the  room  where  Jefus 
was,  and  lay  him  at  his  feet  for  a  cure ; 

19  And  when,1  after  muth  driving,  they  found  that 
all  tbeir  attempts  to  carry  him  in  at  the  door  were  in 
vain,  becaufe  of  the  throng  of  people  before  it,  they 
found  means  of  getting  up,  on  the  outGde  of  the  houfe, 
to  its  flat  roof ;  and  there,  breaking  open  a  trap*  door, 
they  let  him  down,  as  he  lay  in  his  bed,  into  the  very 
room  where  Jefus  was  preaching  to  the  people.  (See  the 
note  on  Mark  li.  4.) 

20  As  foon  as  the  man  was  in  this  manner  laid  at  his 
feet,  Jefus  obferving  the  greatnefs  of  the  paralytic's 
faith,  as  well  as  of  thofe  that  brought  him,  put  a  pu¬ 
blic  honour  upon  it,  faying  to  him  with  great  tendefnefs, 
affe&ion  and  authority,  tu  Ihew  his  power  and  will  to 
heal  him,  Son,  your  fins  are  pardoned  ;  and  you  may 
confidently  expedfc  their  penal  effedt,  in  your  grievous 
diftemper,  to  be  removed. 

21  The  feribes  and  Ph&rifees  hearing  him  pronounce 
the  remifiion  of  this  man’s,  fins  in  fuch  a  fovereign  and 
abfolute  way,  were  filled  with  prejudices  and  envy  a- 
gainft  him,  and  reafoned  in  their  own  minds  about  it 
after  this  manner :  Who  does  rhis  man  pretend  to  be, 
that  he  dares  afTume  to  himfclf,  in  this  blafphemous 
ftyle,  the  unalienable  prerogative  of  Deity  ?  For  who  hut 
the  great  God  himfelf,  againft  whom  all  fins  are  com¬ 
mitted,  can  have  fuch  abfolute  power  to  forgive  them  ? 

'  22  But  Chrift,  being  as  privy  to  all  their  fecret 
thoughts  and  wbifpc rings  as  if  they  had  fpoke  them  out, 
replied,  Why-do  ye  argue  at  this  perverfe  and  injurious 
race,  and  entertain  evil  furmifes  againft  me  as  if  1  were 
a  blafphemcr  on  this  account  ?  I  will  put  what  I  have 
laid  upon  a  fair  trial,  whether  I  am  poflefied  of  this  pe¬ 
culiar  property  of  God  or  not. 

23  Is  it  not  as  much  the  prerogative  of  God  $,  merely 


J  If,  u  fane  prrterd,  Chrift  mran!  n»  more  when  he  faiil,  Tfr  lias  k  fcriiven  thtet 
th.ii  when  he  Aid,  Sift  end  mi%  Ills  quettion  would  U<-iu  iu  be  very-  tiiflii.g,  ««  i- 

1)  1  IHVlIlIWUf 


5* 

crier  ?  io  % , 
Thy  fins  be  for- 
grren  iiu?c;  Or  to 

iby,  Kile  up  and 


14  Bntriiityf 
■^ay  too*1  that 
Ihe  ^on  of  man 
hath  power  upon 
earth  to  forgive 
fins,  (he  find  tm- 
Co  iht  fick  of  the 
piUy,)  I  lay  unto 
thee,  Arife,  stud 
take  op  thy 
ouch  ,  and  go 
into  thine  houfc* 

15  And  ierme* 
d Lately  he  mfr  up 
before  them,  and 
took  np  that 
whereon  he  lay, 
and  departed  to 
hi*  own  houfc, 
glorify iog  God, 

16  And  they 
were  all  amazed* 
and  they  glorified 
God,  and  were 
filled  tvith  fear, 
Jayrng,  We  have 
fan  fl  range 
tiling  to-day. 


ty  And  after 
theH?  things  he 
went  forth,  and 
Jaw  a  publican 
barred  Levi,  fit¬ 
ting  at  the  receipt 

of  rufto'n  j  and 
he  fold  mtro  him, 
Follow  me. 
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by  a  fovereign  ablaltue  word  of  command,  to  reftore 
this  extremely  weak  paralytic  to  perfect  health  in  an  in- 
flam,  as  it  is  to  forgive  his  fins  ?  If  I  have  power  in 
myfclf  to  do  one,  is  not  that  an  evident  proof  of  my  an- 
thority  to  Jo  the  other  likewise  ?  Nay,  if  I  blafphemed 
in  what  I  find,  would  God  ever  fuffer  me  to  confirm  it, 
by  enabling  this  man  to  rile  up  immediately  and  to  walk 
away  with  full  (trength  and  vigour  f 

24  Now  that  ye  may  be  plainly  convinced,  that  I, 
who  appear  among  yon  under  the  cnara&er  of  the  Mef- 
fiah,  am  indeed  a  divine  perlon,  and  have  power,  even 
wbHft  I  am  here  on  earth,  to  pardon  (in,  I  wilt  give  you 
a  clear  demo  nil  ration  of  it,  by  inftantly  removing  this 
man's  di  (temper,  which  (as  all  difeafe9  are)  is  the  fruit 
of  fin  :  And  then,  turning  to  the  fick  man,  he  fpoke  to 
him,  with  ail  the  majefty  and  authority  ofa  God,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner,  I  abfoluttiy  command  you  to  get  up,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  all  this  people  to  carry  borne  your  bed, 

25  And,  at  this  word  of  command,  the  man  was  all  at 
once  reftored  to  the  perfe&ufe  of  bis  limbs,  and  got  up  im¬ 
mediate]  yin  the  fight  of  all  then  prefect ;  and,  as  if  nothing 
bad  ailed  him,  carried  home  the  bed  on  which  be  lay  lick 
before,  rejoicing  and  blcffing  God  for  the  wonderful  cure 
that  was  fo  fuddenlyand  efte&ually  wrought  upon  him. 

26  Yea,  all  the  common  people  like  wife,  tho’  they 
had  not  juft  conceptions  of  Ch  rift’s  a&ing  by  a  divine 
power  inherent  in  himfelf,  were  ftruck  with  the  greateft 
aftoniftiment,  and  aferibed  glory  to  God  for  fending  him 
among  them;  andatthefemettmethey  werepoflefted  with 
an  awful  reverence  and  dread,  like  perfons  apprebenfive 
that  the  divine  prefence  was  in  a  fort  ofvifible  manner  a- 
mong  them:  And  upon  the  whole,  they  cried  out.  Such 
mighty  works,  and  fucb  a  fovereign  way  of  performing 
them,  as  we  have  feen  to-day,  are  very  furprifing  indeed, 
far  beyond  all  that  was  everfeen  or  beard  of  before. 

27  After  this  our  Lord  went  out  of  Capernaum  again ; 
and  as  he  was  wafting  near  the  fea  of  Galilee^  (Mark  u. 
13.)  he  faw  one  Levi%  who  was  alfo  called  Matthew, 
fitting  at  his  office  to  receive  the  toll  for  goods  which 
was  carried  over  that  fea:  And  Cbrift,  preventing  him 
wi:h  his  loving- kindnefs,  faid.  Come  along  with  me, 
and  I  will  make  you  an  InOrument  of  gathering  the 
noblcft  tributes  of  praife  and  glory  to  God. 

26  And 


H  o  t  E. 

jiMHrntfnfi  to  no  lucre  lb;tn  this,  *■  Which  U  refpect  to  the  eternal  punilhmeoi  of  Jin, 

?  to  heal  the  min,  or  toh«l  him  ;  To  Imbed  to  Chrift,  Afli  vii.  (So.  and  GW*  lit, 
do  vi  hat  I  mean  mrfer  one  ,?F  thdfc  forms  of  1  3,;  jo  it  is  here  plainly  diflingujfbtd  from 
(npnflinn,  or  to  do  iht  fame  thing  that  I  his  lulling  die  pally  ;  and  the  Fnartfas  cvl- 
mein  under  the  other  ?  To  tike  pally  Jen  tty  uiiderftood  i:  hi  that  au&ocr.  See  tkc 

as  the  rtnjporal  punifltmcnt  of  his  fin,  or  ootzoji  Mai.  it,  1. 
cu*eiif"  jVikL  a*  a  proper  fargivenefif,  with 


Ch.  v. 

*8  And  lie  left  ’ 
all,  nk  op,  tad 
fallowed  huD„ 


tp  And  Lrri 
made  him  a  great 
fad  in  hi*  own 
bottle:  and  there 
whs  a  great  com* 
pany  of  publi- 
cans,  and  of  o- 
ihera  due  fit 
down  whh  (htn* 


3P  But  thdr 
feribc;  and  Phi- 
dftci  murmured 
again  ft  hif  difcU 
pTe^ftying^Ww 
do  ye  eat  and 
drink  vidi  pot 
Jicuu  and  tin  - 
um? 


31  And  Jefus 
anlwertng ,  fiid 
qdco  them.  They 
that  are  whole 
need  nor  a  phyfi- 
dui  j  bur  thry 
that  m  lick. 


31  I  came  not 
to  cjU  the  ri^ne- 
ous  hue  tinner*  to 
repentance. 


3J  And  they 
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28  And  thefc  words  were  fet  home  with  fuch  divine 
energy,  that,  without  conferring  with  fleih  and  blood, 
he  immediately  obeyed  the  heavenly  call,  threw  up  his 
commiflion  as  a  publican,  quitted  his  great  and  exor¬ 
bitant  gains,  and  became  a  fincere  difciplc  of  Chrill, 
accompanying  him  wherever  he  went. 

29  And  Matthew1 s  foul  was  fo  inflamed  with  love  to 
Chrift,  that  he  took  an  opportunity,  being  rich,  to  in¬ 
vite  him  and  his  dtfciplcs  to  a  liberal  entertainment  at 
his  own  houfe,  (Mat.  ix.  9,  10.) :  And  there  he  got  to¬ 
gether  a  great  number  of  tax-gatherers,  and  others  of  his 
former  companions,  who  were  perfons  of  ill  repute  a- 
mong  the  people,  to  take  part  of  the  feaft,  chat  they 
might  convene  with  Jefus,  and  be  in  the  way  of  finding 
grace,  as  wdl  as  himfelf. 

30  but  fome  of  the  envious  and  hypocritical  ferihet 
and  Pharifees  obferving  this,  were  highly  offended;  and, 
not  daring  to  attack  our  Lord  himfelf,  muttered  to  his 
difciples,  hoping  to  prejudice  them  again  If  him  for  it, 
faying,  How  fhameful  is  this  in  your  mailer,  to  bring 

J'ou  into  company,  and  caufe  you,  together  with  him- 
elf,  to  eat  and  drink  fo  familiarly  with  luch  wicked, 
wretches  as  thefe  publicans  and  the  reft  of  the  profligate 
Gnners  that 'are  with  him. 

3 1  Jefus  knowing  this  (for  nothing  could  he  hid  from 
him)  took  up  the  argument;  and,  anfwcring  foe  his 
djfciples,  fait),  My  converting  with  this  fort  of  men  is 
not  to  approve  of,  or  encourage  them  in,  but  to  turn 
them  from,  their  iniquities  ;  I  go  among  them,  as  a 
phyfician  does  among  his  patients,  to  recover  and  heal 
them ;  and  every  one  knows  that  a  pbyfician’s  work  lies, 
not  among  the  healthy,  or  fuch  as  think  themfelves  fo 
well  as  to  have  no  occafion  for  him,  but  among  thofe 
that  are  lick  and  would  be  glad  of  his  help. 

3a  Accordingly  my  bufineis,  in  coining  into  the 
world,  is  not  to  bring  fuch  to  repentance  as  never  G»- 
ned,  if  there  were  any  of  that  chara&er  upon  earth  ; 
nor  can  I  reafonably  hope  for  fuccefc  in  this  work  among 
thofe  who  are  as  conceited  of  their  own  righteoufnefs  as 
if  they  had  no  fin  :  But  1  am  come  to  recover  thofe  Tin¬ 
ners,  and  the  chief  among  them,  whofe  conferences 
Convi£t  them  as  tranfgreflbrs,  and  who  fee  and  feel  their 
fpiritual  ficknefs  and  danger,  and  are  fenfihlethat  they 
heed  a  cure.  This  fufficiently  juftifics  my  admitting  the 
worft  of  men  into  my  company,  in  order  to  their  con- 
verfion  and  falvation. 

33  About  this  time  fome  of  John's  di Topics,  (Mat. 
ix.  14.)  being  egged  on  by  the  Pharifees ,  took  occafion 
D  3  to 
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£ud  onto  Wre, 

Why  tio  toe  fill* 
cipb  of  Juhn 
fait  often  t  and 
make  payers , 
and  likeuite  the 
dijUpki  of  tlie 
Pharifco* ;  but 
thiuc  eat  ipa 
drink? 


34  And  he  fold 
h;Uu  them,  Gm 
ye  make  the  CJ.ii- 
dren  of  che  bride- 
chamber  frft  , 
whiir  the  bride- 
Croom  U  with 
Sum  ? 


3*  Rnt  the 
$Jays  will  come, 
■when  the  bride* 
groom  dial]  be  la* 
ter  away  from 
them,  and  then 
fall  they  fall  in 
rtwie  days. 

3<J  And  he 
fpake  alio  a  para* 
Lie  unto  them ; 
Ho  man  puttetji 
a  piece  of  a  new 
garment  upon  an 
old :  If  otlierwife, 
then  Loth  the 
new  maketh  a 
rent  >  and  the 
piece  that  vas  (a~ 
Jr™  out  of  the 
p*w  flgrreth  not 

with  the  old. 

37  And  no 
man  puttcih  new 
vine  ic  to  old  bot- 
tk*  i  elfe  the  pew 
wine  will  bnrft 
the  bottles,  and 
lie  ipilitd  ,  and 
the  bottles  fall 
perifa 


38  But  new 
vine  n:ull  he  put 
into  oew  honk*  ; 

ajid 
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to  object  againit  the  more  focial  and  lefs  au/lere  way 
of  living,  which  Chrift  allowed  to  his  followers,  than 
they  chcmfelves  pradifed,  faying  to  him.  How  comes 
it  to  pals,  that  while  we,  the  difciples  of  John  the  Bap- 
tifiy  that  unqucftionably  good  and  holy  man  ;  and  while 
the  Pharifiresy  who  pro  Ms  the  ftritteft  fanclity,  arc  of¬ 
ten  engaged  in  days  of  folemn  falling  and  prayer,  (fee 
the  note  on  Mark  ii.  18.)  yonr  difciples  ncvertlrclefs  live 
more  a$  large,  and  negle£t  thefe  pious,  humbling,  and 
felf-  mortifying  duties? 

34  Jefus,  in  reply,  intimated  to  them,  that  every 
thing  is  beautiful  in  its  feafon,  faying.  How  unfuitable 
and  improper  would  it  be  for  the  friends  of  a  bridegroom, 
who  are  called  to  rejoice  with  him  in  the  feltivafs  of  a 
wedding,  to  give  themfelves  up,  at  that  very  time,  to 
the  aufteriries  of  falling?  As  therefore  your  mailer,  John 
himftlf,  has  truly  called  me  the  bridegroom  of  the  church, 
{John  iii.  29.)  it  would  be  very  unfeafonableand  unbe¬ 
coming  for  my  difciples  to  fpend  their  time  in  fatting  and 
mourning  whilll  1  am  perfonally  prefent  with  them. 

35  But  it  will  not  be  long  before  T,  with  whom  they 
now  rejoice  as  with  a  bridegroom,  fhall  be  removed 
from  them  by  death,  and  (lull  leave  them  expofed  to 
many  trials  and  dangers,  which  will  fumilh  pioper  oc- 
caltons  for  days  of  humiliation  and  fatting,  with  prayer. 

36  And,  (till  further  to  illuftrate  the  matter,  he  ad¬ 
ded  the  following  fimifitudes :  As  no  one  of  common 
fenfc  would  go  about  to  mend  an  old  rotten  garment 
-with  a  piece  of  new  ftrong  cloth ;  or  if  any  fliould  be 
fo  imprudent  as  to  attempt  it,  the  ttrength  of  the  new 
cloth  would,  upon  every  ftrctcb,  occaGon  a  Hill  greater 
breach  in  the  old  coat,  and  the  new  and  old  Huff  would 
appear  to  be  very  improperly  put  together,  (tec  the  note 
on  Mat,  ix.  16.);  fo  it  would  be  utterly  incongruous  for 
my  difciples  to  damp  their  rejoicings,  in  my  prefence, 
by  the  feverities  of  abundant  fadings. 

37  And  as  no  prudent  man  Gils  old  leathern  bottles 
(fee  the  note  on  Mark  ii.  12.}  with  new  and  fpirituous 
wine  ;  if  he  ttiould,  the  brilknefs  of  the  wine  would  en¬ 
danger  the  bu riling  of  the  bottles,  and  the  lofs  of  both  : 
So  my  difciples  being  but  weak  and  tender,  and  unac- 
euftomed  ro  fatting,  they  having  been  only  publicans  and 
Gttierniei),  and  being  not  yet  thoroughly  fettled  in  their 
principles  about  the  nature  of  my  kingdom ;  it  would  be 
too  great  a  burden  and  difeouragement  for  them,  to  be 
put  all  at  once  upon  l'evxre  abttinences  and  mortifications. 

38  But  as  it  is  apparently  heft  to  put  new  fermenting 
wine  into  new  bottles,  whicb  are  ordinarily  the  ftrongett, 

and 


Cb.  v. 

and  both  are  pre¬ 
served. 


IP  Nomanal- 
fn  having  diunk 
old  inUc ,  ftraight- 
wily  (k-linth  new* 
for  he  Jaith,,  'llie 
old  is  better. 
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and  by  that  means  both  are  moit  likely  to  be  fccured  : 
So  it  lfi  moll  fu  it  able  to  iny  wiidom,  tendernefa  and  care* 
not  to  over-load  my  difciples,  but  to  proportion  their 
work  and  difficulties  to  their  light  and  fixength,  and  to 
thecircumftancesof  things;  and  this  makes  all  agreeable* 
39  And*  to  ufc  a  proverbial  expn  ffion  upon  thisoc- 
cation*  As  no  perfon,  who  urulerihmU  good  wine*  and 
has  been  ufed  to  that  which  is  old*  is  prefentiy  brought 
to  reliQi  that  which  is  new,  but  prefets  the  old  to  it j 
lb  the  life  and  power  of  religion  is*  to  experienced  Cha¬ 
dians*  like  old  wine,  va(Uy  preferable*  in  their  eftccoi, 
to  alt  the  noife  and  (hew  of  bodily  fervices*  which  are 
like  the  bouncing  and  frothing  of  new.  wine ;  And  what¬ 
ever  advantage  there  may  be  in  Arid  and  frequent  raft¬ 
ings*  as  fubfemem  to  fclf-denial  and  a  mortification  of 
the  flelh ;  yet  thefc  will  not  be  eaGly  re  lifted  by  fuch  as 
have  been  always  ufed  to  a  freer  way  of  living*  till  hy 
degrees  the  foul  finds  the  benefit  of  tbefe  dulies,  and  they 
become  familiar  to  it  by  pra&icc* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  vile  do  we  appear  in  our  own  eyes,  when  we  fee  ourfelves  in  the  light  of 
Chrift’s  glory*  who,  like  the  Cod  of  nature,  commanded  the  watery  tribe  to  come 
in;o  Pcicrh  uct,  as  an  emblem  of  his  powerful  grace  in  gathering  fouls  to  himfdf 
by  the  miniflry  of  the  gofpcl  !  But  if  we  have  ri^ht  thoughts  cf  him,  as  i  Saviour* 
under  our  fenfb  of  finfulnefs  and  unworthineft,  we  fhaJl  Ice  a  neceHUy  erf' drawing 
near  by  faith  to  him,  inftead  of  defiling  him  to  depart  from  us.  To  them  that 
believe,  he  wifl  grant  remtffion  of  fins,  and  deliverance  from  all  their  dreadful  ei- 
fe<5ls ;  And  how  fhotild  our  obtaining  this  mercy  fill  iis  with  the  higheft  rejoicing* 
thankfulnefc,  and  praife  l  if  Jefus,  feeing  our  faith,  fays  to  any  of  “  Thy  Sns 
are  forgiven  thee,”  no  powers  of  hell  or  earth  can  reverie  the  blcfled  fcntcucc; 
and  if  fc  fpeaks  to  the  heart*  it  readily  yields  to  his  commaud*  who  came  to  call 
the  chief  of  finam  to  repentance*  and  to  bring  ftlvatioo  to  them  from  all  their  i- 
niquities  and  diftreffes.  And  O  how  abundant  is  his  grace  to  repenting  ami  be¬ 
lieving  fouls  1  He  takes  them  into  a  marriage- re lation  to  himfdf,  in  which  all  their 
joys  and  griefa  depend  upon  his  prefcnee  with  them,  or  his  withdrawiugs  from 
them:  But  he  will  never  utterly  leave  or  forfake  them;  he  will  always  dpoiilei  heir 
caufe,  help  them  over  their  difficulties*  proportion  their  work  to  their  ftrength* 
and  by  degrees  familiarize  to  them  the  moft  humbling  and  felf- denying  duties 
And  though  days  of  fading  and  prayer  are  not  niiueceffarily,  much  left  fuperfti* 
lioufly*  to  be  multiplied ;  yet  times  of  great  affiidkm  and  trial  are  proper  occa- 
fions  for  them  ;  and  Chrift  will  incline  and  enable  hits  cliCbipks  to  perform  Utofc 
in  their  JeaJbn,  to  rich  advantage. 


C  H  A  P-  VL 

Chrift  firms  the  lawfulnefs  tf  merits  cf  nerrjfity  and  mercy  on  the  fah- 
bath-day*  I* — 1 i*  Retires  for  prayer ,  J2*  Cbvfes  twelve  apoftkft 
13* — 16.  Heals  many  difeafeSy  17,-19.  His  fermon  to  bis  difciples 
and  the  multitude ,  about  the  happinefs  of  faithful  fifferersfor  his  fate * 
10,-23*  The  mifefy  of  having  this  world  for  a  portion *  24, — 20* 
Love  to  enemies  *  and  doing  goody  27,-38.  Minijlers  and  people 

I)  4  J  known 
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known  bj  tb  -ir  frnits%  39,-45.  And  the  nectffity  tf  pra&ijtng  true 
.  reiigiont  46, — 49. 


Tut, 

AND  it  nine 
to  p*f* 

the  (brad  fab- 
bath  alter  the 
ficQ,  that  he  vent 
through  the  corn- 
f/M  ;  and  his 
diftiples  plucked 
the  can  of  com, 
*nd  did  At,  rub¬ 
bing  tbtm  in  tbtir 
ha  tuis* 

%  And  ktuId 
of  the  Pharitet 
iaad  unto  them* 
Why  do  ye  that 
which  U  not  law¬ 
ful  to  do  00  the, 
fibbath'dayf  ? 

3  And  Jefus 
anfwvnng  tKcro> 
£tul,  Have  ye  not 
rrad  fa  much  aa 
this,  what  David 
did,  when  him- 
fclf  w as  an  hun¬ 
dred,  and  they 
which  were  with 
him ; 

4  How  he  went 
into  the  houfeof 
God  ,  and  did 
lake  and  eat  the 
jhew-bread,  and 
gave  alio  to  I  hem 
mat  were  with 
him ,  which  Is 
nor  lawful  to  eat 
but  for  Ehe  priefls 
alone  i 

S  And  he  fiiid 
tm*o  them.  That 
the  .Son  of  Dun 
is  Lord  alfo  of 
die  ftbbach* 


«  And  it  came 
to 


PiKiPR&iSC. 

O  W  on  the  firft  fabbath  after  the  fecond  day  +  of 

'  the  paffover,  Jefue  was  going  thro’  3  field  of  corn 
which  was  then  near  ripe ;  and  his  difciples,  who  were 
with  him,  being  hungry,  plucked  fome  of  the  can,  aS 
the  law  allowed,  (£hut>  zxiii.  25.)}  and  having  cleared 
the  corn  from  the  chaff,  by  rubbing  it  in  their  hands, 
they  Hayed  their  hunger  wkb  it. 

2  Bet  (ft)  fomc  ftipcrftmoua  Pborifees  being  nigh, 
and  obferving  this,  took  occafion  to  quarrel  with  the 
difciples,  anu  tacitly  to  refle&  upon  their  Lord  hitnfelf 
for  it  %>  faying,  How  dare  ye,  the  followers  of  jefus, 
profane  the  fabbath  at  this  rate,  by  doing  what  is  equi¬ 
valent  to  reaping,  or  drefling  victuals,  which  are  for¬ 
bidden  on  God’s  holy  day. 

3  In  anfwer  to  this  cavil,  and  in  defence  of  what 
the  difciples  had  done,  Jefus  replied,  Have  ye,  who  pre¬ 
tend  to  fo  much  {kill  and  exaQnefs  in  undemanding  and 
obferving  the  law,  never  taken  iiorice  of  what  David  and 
his  company  did,  in  a  like  cafe  of  necellity,  when  they 
were  hungry  in  a  journey  ?  (1  Sam .  xxi.  3,— d.) 

4  Do  not  ye  there  read,  how,  on  that  occafion,  he 
went  into  the  court  of  the  tabernacle,  and  took  from 
thence  fome  of  the  loaves  that  had  been  offered  to  God, 
which  he  and  his  followers  eat,  though,  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  things,  thefe  were  the  portion  of  the  nriefts, 
and  the  law  allowed  none  but  them  to  eat  of  it)  And 
yet  David  was  never  charged  with  any  crime  fordoing 
this ;  it  was  juftifiable  by  the  law  of  necellity  and  mer¬ 
cy  ;  and  fo  is  what  my  difciples  have  now  done. 

5  And  in  further  vindication  of  them,  he  added, 
That,  as  they  did  this  in  his  own  prefence,  and  by  his 
allowance,  while  they  were  attending  upon  him,  they 
had  a  fuffiriem  authority  for  it,  becaufe  the  inftitution 
of  the  fabbath  itlclf  was  from  him,  as  the  God  of  na¬ 
ture  and  the  God  of  JJratl ;  and  is  fubje£t  to  his  expla¬ 
nations  and  alterations,  as  the  Mefiiah  and  Head  of  the 
church.  (Sec  the  notes  on  Mot.  xit,  8.  and  Mark  ji.  28.) 

6  On  another  fabbath -day  alfo  he  went  into  one  of 

their 


NOTES. 

t  From  thirdly  were  reckoned  feven  weeks  repbnfe  on  Mat.  xii.  *. 
to  the  fcaft  of  jxntccoft ;  and  the  firft  fab-  {  In  Met-  *ii.  ud  Mari  ii.  *4-  the 
hath  after  it  «u  called  »<cCC«7w  tti/!i(«rfu-  Piwijmm  reprefcnieilaf  (poking  aftcrtliis 
?«.  (See  Lijt/sVand  Andhttua-  manner  to  Chrift,  a,  they  arc  here  laid  to  do 

tural  ro  iuppoit,  thu  bring  the  fabhnh,  that  to  hi*  difciplet ;  but  both  might  be  true,  they 

Jtfc  #15  oil  tier  going  to,  or  retaining  from,  Jpuking  firft  to  Out,  iad  then  to  the  Other. 
)uw  fyiugogiK,  u  is  reptdeuted  in  die  pa-  f  It 
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10  *¥*■?“  I"  theif  fynagogues  to  preach ;  and  there  was  among  th  e  peo- 

tlur  fie  entered  P^e  3  manwhofe  right  hand  was  waited  and  flirimk, 

into  the  fyiu-  and  rendered  utterly  incapable  of  any  ufc  or  fervice, 
gogtieandriughi;  7  And  as  the  Jev/iJb  dodtors  and  Phar'tfcet  knew  that 
mu  whuft'rigb*  thrift  had  ufed  to  take  pity  on  mtferable  objc&s,  they 
hand  was  wither-  carefully  obferved  whether  he  would  go  about  to  cure 
ri-  this  man;  that,  if  he  ihonld,  they  might  endeavour 

firibes  jo<j  ph»-  ^rom  thence  to  expofe  him  to  the  people,  as  a  profaner 
rifew  witched  of  the  iabbath  himCelf,  as  well  as  a  defender  of  thole 
fcimj  "h*{her  **  that  in  their  account  had  broke  it. 

Jbfcith-dayjdiat  8  Butjtfus,  knowing  the  malicious  and  ill-natured, 
they  might  find  as  well  as  fuperftitious  thoughts  of  their  hearts,  ordered 
»  ■*  the  man,  whofe  hand  was  fhriveled,  to  (land  up  in  the 

s*8  Bat  he  knew  toidft  of  the  afiembly;  thereby  intimating  that  he  intend* 
their  thought! ,  ed  to  heal  him:  Accordingly  the  man  ttood  op,  in  hopes 

“4  6i!ui  w  of  a  cure* 

the*  "  withered  9  Then  Jefus  turning  to  the  PhAri/ees,  who  by  this 
hand,  Klfe  up,  time  had  eaeprefled  their  thoughts  as  if  it  were  not 
and  fland  forth  ]awfuj  f0y  him  to  heal  on  that  day  +,  he  faid  unto  them, 

to  the  -mtilft.  1  m,  1  1  r  ■  i 

And  h*  arofc ,  1  will  make  one  appeal  to  your  own  comctences,  and 
and  Rood  hath,  demandyour  anfwer :  Is  it  moil  lawful,  honourable, 
Tcftuum* dtwn1  an<^  pl^anng  to  God,  and  mod  agreeable  to  the  defigu 
I  will  alk  yon  one  of  a  fabbath,  to  perform  au  ad  of  fo  much  mercy  and 
thing;  I*  it  law-  goodnefs  without  delay,  as  healing  this  man,  and  there* 
by  preferring  his  life  and  making  him  capable  of 
good,  or  u  do  hereafter  getting  a  livelihood  ?  Or,  under  a  pretence  of 
evil  ?  to  fare  lire,  ftriftnefsin  obfervingthis  holy  day,  to  be  fo  hard-hearted 
*r  todcftioy  d?  an(j  crueJj  ^  j0  iet  him  continue  langutihing,  and  in¬ 
capable  of  getting  a  fublillence,  when  only  by  a  word’s 
fpeaking  I  can  recover  him  ? 

10  And  look*  10  And  as  they  made  no  reply,  becanfe  they  could 
bg  round  about  think  of  none  that  might  ferve  their  own  turn,  he,  firffc 
iwduowtheolalr  Poking  round  about  upon  them  for  a  while  with  holy 
Suttch  fotth  thy  indignation  and  grief  at  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts, 
hand.  And  he  (Mari  iii.  4,  5.)  and  then  turning  to  the  poor  man, 
faand^wu  f^Roici]  -  commanded  him,  with  ail  the  majefty  of  a  God,  to 
whole  u  the  &■  ftretch  out  his  withered  hand:  And  he  inflantly  enabled 
dw.  him  fo  to  do ;  it  being  perfectly  reftored  to  its  proper  Gze 

4ft  ftrength,  colour  and  a&ivity,  equal  to  the  other. 
tt  And  they  n  Hereupon  the  Pbarifetj^  inftead  of  admiring 
were  Riled  with  Chrift’s  power  and  goodntfc,  were  filled  with  the  utmoft 

rnmrrnmr’j  one  nSc  aiM*  &ry  21  bis  having  fo  openly  expofod  them  and 
vilh  gained 

NOTES. 

t  ft  is  pcobibk,  that  upon  Chrift’s  bid-  viv%  Ufa  to  intinnre*  as  f«me  of 
ding  the  man  Jltnd  forth,  by  which  they  per-  the  anckms  ib'ppofcd*  that  hy  the  loft  <*f  his 
reived  that  he  dirfigned  to  heal  hita,  rtcy  aft-  rigfcc-band  he  diftE&d  from  gettioj;  his 
cd  the  qoefHaD  which  is  recorded,  ilattb.  living ;  he  having  no  other  way  to  fnhlilt 
jii.  jo,  liimielf,  and  his  family,  if  be  hid  on*,  ifim* 

|  Chrifl  calling  the  curt  of  this  ma:i,  /a-  by  :lir  labour  of  his  bam!  j. 
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with  another 
what  they  might 
do  tQ  Jefut. 


it  Anditcune 
to  pais  in  thole 
t  that  he 
went  out  into  a 
moon  tain  to 
jiriy,  and  conti* 
nurd  alt  night  in 
prayer  to  God. 


13  And  when 
it  wav  day.  He 
called  unto  him 
bis  difripJes:  and 
of  them  he  chafe 
twelve,  whom  al* 
lb  he  named  *po» 
(ties; 

[4  Simon  * 
(whom  he  a!!b 
named  Peter,} 
and  Andrew  his 
brother  t  James 
and  John,  Philip 
and  Barthoio  ■* 
mew, 

1 5  Matthew 
and  Thomu  , 
James  the  fin  of 
Alphas,  and  Si¬ 
mon  called  2ft- 

loteS* 

} 

itf  And  Judas 

fhc  brstber  of 
James,  and  Judas 
flcariot ,  which 
alfo  was  the  trai¬ 
tor- 

17  And  lie 
came  down  with 
them,  and  flood 
ja  the  plaint  and 
the 
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gained  fuch  reputation  to  himfelf ;  in  fo  much  that  they 
refolved,  if  priEble,  to  he  hta  death,  and  confulted  ont 
with  another,  and  with  the  HerodianS)  what  fteps  to 
take  for  accomplifhing  it.  (Mark*  iii.  6-) 

it  About  this  time  Jefus,  having  made  many  dif* 
ciples  by  means  of  his  preaching  and  miracles*  retired 
one  evening  to  the  top  of  a  hill  for  fecret  prayer ;  and, 
as  a  particular  defign  of  the  greateft  importance  then 
lay  immediately  before  him,  he  fpent  the  whole  night 
in  folcmii  devotions,  to  recommend  it,  and  all  con¬ 
cerned  in  it,  to  his  Father's  bleffing,  mahoufeofprayer, 

[flf  ttf  fDWfV ’I*,} 

13  And  the  next  morning,  ordering  all  his  dlfciples 
to  draw  near,  lie,  by  a  fovereign  a£k  of  his  own  will, 
as  Lord  of  his  kingdom,  chofe  from  among  them  twelve 
whom  he  called  apofties,  or  extraordinary  meflengm  \ 
and  whom  he  authorifed,  as  his  chief  minifters,  to  he 
his  fpecial  witnefles,  and  to  pablHh  the  gafpei*  and 
work  miracles  in  confirmation  of  it. 

14  Now  the  names  of  the  twelve  were  thefe^  Shnmy 
whom  Chrift  fumamed  Peter  \  and  Andrew t  Simods 
brother;  James  and  Johny  who  were  likewife  brethren 
according  to  the  fle(ht  being  the  fens  of  Zebedee^  and 
were  made  brethren  in  Chrilf,  as  well  as  in  the  apoftle- 
Chip ;  j]  Philip^  and  Bartholomew ; 

15  Matthew  the  publican  %  and  Thomas,  who  was 
more  incredulous  than  all  the  reft  of  the  apoftles  about 
Chrift^s  refur rection  \  James  the  fon  of  Alphexsy.  who 
was  likewife  called  James  the  kfs9  and  the  brother 
of  our  Lord ;  and  Simon  Zehtes ,  who  was  alfo  known 
by  the  name  of  Simon  th z^Cana&nite ; 

1 6  Judas  or  Jude ,  who  was  likewife  called  Lehheus , 
and  furnamed  Thaddrus  ;  and  iaft  of  all  was  Judas  If* 
earioty  who  proved  the  perfidious  traitor  of  his  Lord. 

17  Jefus  having  chofen  thefe  twelve  apofUes,  who 
ever  afterwards  attended  him  as  his  family,  became 
down  with  them  to  a  lower  flat  part  of  the  mountain, 
where  he  ftood  $  ready  to  receive  all  that  fhould  come 

to 


NOTES# 

t  The  7 ’rats  bid  oratories,  Chrift,  the  fpiritu8l|fathm  or  the  Ntn^Tcf* 

£V  houfe  of  prayer,  in  bclds  41 xl  mountains,  lament  church,  batting  them  to  him  by  the 
for  retirement,  and  fjnr  the  convenience  of  gofpd. 

iuch  Dave  Her*  as  might  come  thole  ways :  g  This  PblYip  was  not  the  deacon  and  r- 

And  it  loruis  that  our  Lord  fpent  the  night  vangclift  of  that  name  fpnken  otH  dtfj  ru 
in  prayer  in  one  of  theft  houfes.  Vid,  Vi-  &  viii.  1  but  we  read  of  him,  vi.  acH* 

tring*  dz  Yet*  /.  L  f>  1,  r.  i>  Ik  xb,  And  iome  think,  that  Baritote mew 

4  The  number  the  apoUks  was  twelve,  was  Xathatiaei;  fee  Hannond  an  7^***  4*- 
antwinblc  to  [tie  number  of  the  tribes  of  If*  And  foe  an  account  of  fntral  others,  fee  the 
rati  that  fpung  from  the  twelve  Tons  of  ji-  notes  on  Mat.  x.  3,4.  and  Mark  H.  14. 
cfb  :  And  theft  twelve  apofUes  were,  under  §  Trf©  W;*©  may  my  well  fignifj^ 
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tl>e  company  or 
his  diJcipjtfi  and 
a  grot  multitude 
or  people  oat  of 
all  Judea  and  Je* 
rufalcm  ,  and 
from  the  fca-coaft 
of  Tyxe  and  Si- 
don^  which  cieik 
to  luvr  turn,  tid 
Ut  he  healed  of 
their  difeafe; 

iB  And  they 
that  ut  vcxul 
with  unclean  fpt- 

iiu  :  and  they 
were  heated* 

Tj>  And  die 
whole  multitude 
fought  to  touch 
fcimt  for  there 
went  virtue  out 
of  hicn,  aod  heal¬ 
ed  them  all. 


10  And  he 
lifted  up  htf  eyes 
•n  his  diiaplre, 
and  laid,  liUfied 
it  yc  poor:  for 
yours  is  theliog- 
dom  of  God. 


u  Blefled  Qtt 
\e  that  hunger 
bow  :  for  yc  (bail 
be  hi bd.  BUffcl 


to  him  >  and  immediately  the  company  of  difelples  that 
ufed  to  follow  him  reforted  to  him  again  \  and,  his  fame 
being  fpread  far  and  wide,  a  great  multitude  of  people 
flocked  about  him,  from  all  the  towns  and  villages  of 
Judean  and  from  Jcrufabm  itfejf,  and  from  theft  pans 
of  the  fea*coait  that  lay  toward  Tyre  and  Sidon  :  Some 
came  a  great  way  to  hear  him  preach,  and  others  to  he 
cured  of  their  various  diiiempers; 

1 8  And  fome  that  were  miferably  poffefled  of  devils* 
and  thereby  difpoflefled  of  themlelves,  were  brought  to 
him :  And  all  difeafes  arid  evil  fpirits,  how  great  or 
many  foever,  flew  away  at  his  command,  who,  in  ait 
inftam,  recovered  them  that  were  afflicted* 

19  Yea,  fo  vifible  and  remarkable  was  the  divine 
power  by  which  he  healed  them,  that  every  one  who 
wanted  to  be  freed  from  any  kind  of  malady,  pn:  fled  hard 
to  come  at  him,  believing  that,  if  they  could  hut  touch 
him,  they  fhould  certainly  be  cured  i  and  it  was  to  them 
according  to  thtir  faith :  lror  efficacious  influencenot  only 
came  at  his  will  and  word,  but  proceeded  from  his  own 
perfon,  as  the  fountain  of  all  power,  to  the  healing  of 
every  one  of  them*  {See  the  note  on  Mark  v,  30*} 

20  And  as  he  was  the  great  Phyfician  of  fouls  as 
well  23  bodies,  fo  he  preached  the  gofpel  of  his  grace  to 
them  that  came  to  hear  him  j  when,  looking  upon  his 
difciples,  he  began  with  faying,  in  the  audience  of  the 
people,  Ye  are  greatly  bkfled  incited  who  arc  among 
the  poor  of  this  world,  and  have  left  all  its  allurements 
to  follow  me;  and  who  are  fo  meek  and  lowly  in  heart, 
under  an  affecting  fenfe  of  your  utter  infufficiency,  fiu- 
fulriefs  and  unworthinefs,  as  to  renounce  all  urn  ft  and 
confidence  in  your  own  wifdom,  ftrength,  and  righte- 
oufnefs :  Fur  ye  are  the  fubjeeb  of  the  kingdom  of  grace, 
to  whom  all  its  Mcflings  belong}  and  are  entitled  to  the 
kingdom  of  glory,  which  fliallbeyourinheritanceforevtr, 

2 1  Blefled  are  ye  who  willingly  fuffer  hardfhips  and 
hunger  for  my  lake,  and  are  more  eamtft  in  your  de- 
fires  and  purfuiu after  fpiritual  and  eternal  blcffings  than 
after  your  neceflary  food:  For  all  thefe  appetites  of  your 
renewed  fouls  (hall  be  certainly  and  abundantly  fotisfied, 
"Whatfocver  the  world  may  think  of  you,  ye  are  really 


NOTES. 

flat  and  evenpartof  the  moumaitt  toward  the  difcaurfe  delivered  ac  a  different  time  iud 
foci  of  it;  and  fo  ir  egrets  with  Mat.  \*  i.  place:  And  the  thief  obj^tion  againd  this 
if  tbts  xnd  that  relate  to  the  famf  difeourie,  foppofition  firing  to  be  icn^vol,  it  l-e  wu 
And  after  aJl  that  commentators  bare  laid,  then  on  a  plain  part  toward  the  foot  of  the 
yreand  «es  it  may  be  more  natural  to  fop-  mountains  or  if,  as  fome  think,  he  hei*£ 
poft^  that  (his  is  rathe?,  partly  an  abliratf,  prefled  by  the  multitude  hi  the  plain,  went 

and  partly  an  cnl^rgtmciUjOfCbrift^ieFmon  up  the  bill  again  w  preach  io  them, 

pn  the  await,  Mat*  v-  &e.  than  another 


The  Evangelifl  Luke  paraphrafid .  Ch.  vi, 

art  ye  tint  «eq>  bleded,  whofe  outward  cireum  (lances  are  now  affli&ivc 
“*£  fiiryeftull  on  my  account ;  and  whole  inward  grief  and  mourning 
'0fiB  for  fin,  and  for  the  diflwnour  done  to  my  name,  are  ftiu 

more  touching  to  you :  For  ye  (ball  have  fecret  confola- 
tions  to  fweeten  thefe- troubles}  and  in  a  little  rime  e- 
verlafting  joy  and  gladnefs  (hall  be  upon  your  heads, 
and  all  your  forrow  and  fighing  (hall  flee  away. 

■  u  ^1^4  art  21  Once  more,  Bleffed  are  ye,  even  when  the  wie- 
T  wl>cn  nwn  bed  of  the  earth  (hall  be  full  of  enmity  and  (pite  againfl 
Sj*  wheri  they  Toa>  aIM*  rcfu(*  to  bare  any  fociety  with  you  in  civil  or 
flail  feparitc  you  lacred  concerns ;  and  when  they  dull  load  you  with  in* 
fnm  ttdr  tom/m-  famousflanders,  as  if  ye  were  the  moft  detdlable  wretches 
rtf/t  »nd  011  canh,  and  (hall  pais  unrighteous  decrees  againd  you, 
all  out  *,yuur  merely  for  your  faithful  adherence  to  the  true  Mefliah. 
nxMaievii,  for  23  Think  of  thefe  things  as  your  glory:  Rejoice, 
lyie*00  *IMn  *  an<^  be  exceeding  glad,  that  ye  are  counted  worthy  to 
,j  EUjoice  yc  differ  ftiame  for  my  name's  (akc:  For  obferve  what  1 
» that  day,  »■)<!  fay,  heaven  will  make  you  a  rich  and  ever  lading  amends 
(StouT  y«v  re-  f°r  all  your  tribulations  in  this  world.  And  ye  are  here- 
«ard  it  £»at  iu  in  only  the  brethren  and  companions  of  the  bed  men 
heaven ;  for  in  that  ever  lived  upon  earth :  For,  in  former  days,  the  an* 
dU  Ihe'ir  cedors  of  thefe  wicked  periecutors  ufed  the  molt  famous 

on»  the  pro-  prophets,  and  holy  men  of  God,  in  the  like  barbarous 
fha*.  manner;  and  as  ye  have  fellowtbip  with  them  in  their 

„  fufferings,  ye  (halt  Ukewtfe  be  partakers  of  their  glory. 

a«  Sot  wo  ur-  24  But,  on  the  contrary,  Dreadful  is  the  cafe  of  tfaofe 
to  you  that  are  among  you,  whether  ye  profefi  to  be  my  dtfciples  or  not, 
mriled1  **  your  w  b°  are  r*ch  >n  your  own  conceits,  fclf-opinionated  and 
ft  I  f- righteous ;  and  who  truft  in  the  riches  of  this  world, 
as  if  your  happinefs  lay  in  them  ;  For  ye  already  have 
your  all }  and  as  your  coufolation  is  more  imaginary  than 
real,  and  there  will  be  none  after  It,  it  is  but  a  miforable 
portion.  . 

ay  Wo  onto  25  Wo  unto  thofe  of  you,  that  arc  fo  full  of  your* 
jto  ilw  v*  full!  felves,  and  of  creature-comforts,  as  to  defire  nothing 
jw.,e  Wo  onto  better !  For  ye  (hall  hereafter  be  entirely  deditute  of  e- 
yo«i  that  laugh  very  thing  that  is  good ;  and  your  eager,  painful  appe- 
,«aw!  for  y«  Hull  tites  for  nappinefs  (hall  never  be  fcrisfied.  Wo  unto 
nonni  and  weep,  0f  y0llj  ^at  now  fpend  your  days  in  jollity,  mirth, 

and  pleafuiu,  are  (trangers  to  godly  forrow,  and  indulge 
yourfelves  in  fenfual  delights!  For  all  your  joy  (hall 
foon  be  turned  into  bitter  mourning,  weeping,  wailing, 
and  gua  thing  of  teeth,  for  ever. 

%i  wo  unto  2 6  And  a  heavy  wo  lies  upon  tbofe  of  you  who,  pie* 

youwhenali  him  ferring  the  apphufc  of  men  to  the  favour  of  God,  tem- 
porize  and  dick  at  nothing  to  gain  the  good-will  and 
good  word  of  every  man,  ana  ftudy  to  accommodate 
yourfelves  to  their  luds  and  paflions,  that  they  may  flat* 

tfr 
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of  you !  for  fi> 
did  thrir  btlun 
id  the  f»Ut  pro* 
phcu. 


17  But  1  &f 
onto  you  which 
bort  l(W  your 
omnics,  do  good 
to  them  which 
lute  you, 


>8  BUG  them 
that  caife  you, 
and  pray  for  then 

that  ddpdttfiiUy 
ufe  foiL 


19  And  onto 
him  that  fouteth 
thee  on  the  m 
cheeky  ofer  alfo 
the  other  \  and 
htm  thut  taketh 
away  thy  cloak, 
forbid  not  to  take 
tbj  coat  aUb, 


30  Ottc  to  e- 
rtry  nun  tint 
alketb  of  thee; 
and  of  him.  that 
taketh  away  thy 
floods,  eik  them 
not  *g&L 


31  And  u  ye 

woqLi  that  men 
tank!  do  to  yoo, 
do 
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ter  you,  as  ye  do  them !  For  it' was  by  tbefemfcans  that 
men,  in  former  ages,  were  generally  brought  to  tarda 
hypocritical  and  falfe  prophets,  more  than  the  true  and 
faithful  fervancs  of  God. 

27  But  to  proceed ;  I  fay  unto  every  one  of  you  that 
hear  me  preach.  Do  nor  coniine  your  love,  as  ye  bare 
been  taught  by  the  rabbles,  to  your  own  countrymen, 
friends,  and  relations,  nor  to  tbofeof  your  own  religion  ; 
but  bear  all  good-will,  even  to  your  enemies,  and  be  fit 
juft  to  them  as  to  have  a-  due  efteem  of  every  thing  that 
is  valuable  in  them  or  done  by  them :  And  how  inveterate 
foever  they  maybe  again!!  you,  be  ye  fo  far  their  friends, 
as  to  do  what  in  you  lies  to  promote  their  happinels. 

28  Speak  as  well  as  you  can  of  them,  and  wifh  all 
good  to  them,  who  revile  and  imprecate  the  worft  of  e- 
vils  upon  yon;  and,  lnftead,of  returning  their  injurious 
and  fpiteful  u&ge,  recommend  them  to  the  mercy  of 
God,  begging  that  he  would  convince  them  of  their  i- 
niquities,  change  their  hearts,  and  forgive  them}  and 
that  he  would  reftrain  and  defeat  their  wicked  purpofes, 
and  he  better  to  tbcm  than  they  are  to  you,  or  than  ye 
yourf elves  can  be  to  them. 

29  And  if  the  violence  which  any  one  offers  be  as 
affronting  and  provoking  to  your  perum  t  »>  cuff  on 
the  ear  or  face,  and  as  injurious  to  your  property  as  ta¬ 
king  away  a  ufeful  garment’^  rather  yield  to  his  repeat¬ 
ing  the  affront  and  injury,  than  gratify  malicious  re¬ 
fen  tment  in  righting  yonrfelf.  If  you  cannot  readily 
get  relief  by  legal  authority,  and  in  methods  becoming 
Chriftian  cnarity,  rather  suffer  wrong,  than  feek  pri¬ 
vate  revenge,  or  than  indulge  a  litigious  quarrel fome 
temper  by  ezpenfive  and  tedious  law-wits,  in  which  the 
remedy  majoe  worfe  than  the  difeafe. 

30  If  any  one,  whether  friend  or  enemy,  alks  relief, 
and  you  are  well  fatisffed  be  is  In  want,  be  ready  to 
give  to  him  according  to  your  ability ;  and  if  any  honelk 
man  has  borrowed  your  money,  or  taken  your  goods 
upon  trull,  and  is  not  ahle  to  return  or  pay  for  them, 
donotarreft  the  poor  infblvent  debtor,  and  throw  him  in¬ 
to  prifon,  nor  be  fevere  in  demanding  wbatcannotbe  had. 

31  And  let  this  be  the  general  rule  of  your  conduit 
toward  every  one,  in  all  {ituarions  of  life,  Whatfocver, 
upon  ferious,  cool  and  difinrerefted  confideration,  ye 
would  think  to  he  lit  .and  reafonable,  in  equity  or  chari¬ 
ty,  in  honour  or  conference,  for  others  to  do  or  refrain 
doing  to  you,  were  ye  in  their  circumftances,  and  they 

in 


NOTE. 

■*  Theft  feem  to  hate  been  prsverbiil  expirfiont,  to  Ggniiy  in  itmfion  of  the  teedtreft 
puWf  of  hoouur  md  property. 


'doyeairotothcm 


For  tf  yc 
lore  them  which 
Jove  you,  wl-al 
thank  have  ye  ? 
fir  Honcn  love 
thofc  that  love 
them* 

33  And  if  y* 
do  Jgnod  to  [hem 
which  do  good  to 

Joii|  whai  [hank 
awe  ye?  for  fm- 
*erj  alfo  do  even 
the  fame. 

3 if  And  if  ye 
k»d  to  them  of 
vtinm  ye  liopr  to 
receive  ,  whzi 
thank  have  yzl 
for  iinttert  alfi> 
lend  10  finocrji,  to 
receive  as  much 
again. 
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in  your’s ;  put  yourfelves  into  their  pi. ice,  fo  as  to  make 
their  cafe  your  own,  snd  do,  or  forbear,  tbc  very  fame 
things  to  them. 

32,  33,  34.  Thcfc  are  the  holy,  excellent  and  diftin- 
guifhing  duties  of  religion,  which  I  enjoin  upon  them 
that  would  be  my  difciplcs :  For  if  ye  only  retort)  love 
to  thofe  that  have  an  afleftion  for  you,  and  are  kind 
only  to  them  that  are  fa  to  you,  and  lend  only  to  them 
from  whom  ye  expedt  to  receive  again  as  much  or  more* 
what  is  there  in  all  this  that  can  be  of  any  account  with 
Got!  ?  Or  what  man  will' have  any  great  efteem  of  this, 
or  think  himfelf  obliged  to  you  for  it?  For  the  com¬ 
mon  principles  of  humanity  and  prudence,  of  gratitude 
and  juftice,  yea,  of  intereft  itfelf,  naturally  prompt  to 
thefe  things.  And  all  this  is  no  more  than,  generally 
fpeaking,  people  do,  who  know  nothing  of  God,  and 
have  no  conference,  or  principle  of  religion  to  govern 
them.  It  is  no  more  than  is  done  by  the  very  heathens, 
nay,  by  the  publicans  thetnfelves,  who,  as  ye  youT- 
fclves  judge,  fbmd  in  the  rank  of  the  word  of  Cnners, 
and  are  fome  of  the  molt  felf-interefted,  covetous  and 


oppreffive  fort  of  men  in  the  world  ;  and  they  do  all  this 
to  perfous  as  bad  as  themfelves.  If  therefore  ye  go  no 
further  than  this,  what  do  ye  more  than  others?  or  what 
are  ye  better  than  they? 

jj  But  lore  ye  35  But  I  infot  upon  it,  as  ever  ye  would  be  my  dif- 
anddo c^P^es  indeed,  That  ye  be  kind  even  to  fuch  as  injure 
lenrt,  h^ilg  fnr  you  »  that  ye  do  good,  and  lend,  as  there  may  be  oc- 
aothing  again  :  cafion,  to  them  from  whom  ye  can  reasonably  hope  for 
fadi  t.c"r  no  rcturnS*  And  know  for  your  encouragemenr,  that 
yc  ilialfTc’  *he  whatfoever  ye  thus  do  from  a  principle  of  faith  in  me, 
children  <>f  the  and  of  love  and  obedience  to  me ;  the  leG  hope  ye  have 
:  for  he  Qf  a  jue  reward  from  men,  the  greater  lhali  be  your  re- 
uutlunkiLl,  sod  ward  of  grace  from  God,  who  will  often  return  it  with 
*  the  eriL  large  i  net  cafe  in  this  world,  and  will  certainly  remem¬ 
ber  and  own  it  to  rout  everialting  advantage  in  the  next : 
And  ye  will  hereby  refemble,  and  {hew  you rfe Ives  to  be, 
the  children  of  your  heavenly  Father ;  for,  in  his  provi¬ 
dential  difpen  fat  ions,  he  is  merciful  and  good  to  the  un¬ 
grateful  and  wicked,  as  well  as  to  the  thankful  and  holy. 

3$  Ccyethcie-  3*5  Let  it  therefore  be  your  higheft  amhition  and 
fore  merciful,  at  concern,  that  ye  may  have  grace  to  imitate  the  bleflcd 
?s<mcrciful*lf  ^  glorious  God  himfelf,  as  children  of  his  own  like- 
nefs,  in  extending  your  beneficence  and  charity,  as  far 
as  pofiible,  to  all  forts  of  men,  whether  they  he  friends 
or  foes,  good  or  had. 

j7  Judge  not,  Moreover,  take  heed  of  nifMy  cen faring  others, 

*ad  or  judging  their  hearts  and  their  eternal  (late  *.  And  do 


not 
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»nd  ye  Hull  n«  not  be  forward  to  aggravate  any  one’s  crime,  or  utterly 
demiwK*,  "and  condemn  him  in  doubtful  cafes,  or  for  a  tingle  act,  as 
>-e  MS  not  be  ever  ye  would  not  be  judged  and  condemned  by  others, 
mndcmiicd;  for-  nor  by  the  great  God,  for  your  uucbariublenefe,  and 
bTforritwi  Dl*U  for  taking  his  judgmeotinto  your  own  bands :  And  when, 
in  private,  perianal  affairs,  any  offend  you;  pot  the  molt 
favourable  conft  tuition  on  their  condud,  and  be  ready 
to  pafs  it  by*  «s  ever  ye  defire  and  hope  for  forgiveness 
from  thofe  whom  ye  yourfelves  may  di  (oblige ;  and  efpe- 
cially  from  God,  againft  whom,  in  many  things,  ye  ail 
offend.  (Jam.  iii.  2.) 

Give,  and  38  And,  whenever  ye  are  called  to  charitable  diftri- 
it  (ball  be  given  butions,  give  freely  and  liberally,  as  ye  are  able,  and 
mnfure*1*  as  nec^  requires ;  and  God  will,  one  way  or  other,  re* 
down.'and Shaken  turn  Ueffings  upon  you,  either  in  kind  or  value,  with 
together  ,  and  fuch  an  advantageous  overplus,  as  (hall  be  like  not  barely 
(haU^mcn^cWe  ^>n8*  but  even  th rufting  and  heaping  a  bufhel,  till  it 
into  your  boibm.  runs  over :  For  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  a  pro* 
For  with  the  verbial  expreffion,  He  that  fans  or  gives  Sparingly,  /bail 
reaP  or  receive  Sparingly  j  and  be  that  fovst  bountifully, 
tt  Ml  be  m<£  Jbail  alfo  reap  bountifully,  (a  Cor.  ix.  6.) 
bred  to  you  >•  39  Our  Lord  likewife  took  occafion  to  caution  the 

And  he  pcop^t  under  the  coven  of  a  parable  f,  againft  ignorant 
fpate  a  parable  and  falfe  teachers,  and  particularly  the  feribes  and  Pba- 
unto  thein,  Can  rifees,  thofe  blind  guides,  and  to  warn  his  difeiptes  a- 

bKnd?Mi thj£  8“nft  ^"8  ^ke  lhem *  foyin&»  If  one  blind  man 
not  both  fill  into  leads  another,  what  can  be  expelled  but  that  they  both 
the  ditch?  (honld  foil  into  mifehief  :*  Thereby  intimating,  that  if 
any  ignorant  and  erroneous  preacher,  who  knows  not 
God  and  the  way  of  faJvarion,  pretends  to  teaeh  others, 
and  they  give  themfelves  up  to  his  guidance,  they  are 
all  in  the  otmoft  danger  of  falling  into  the  pit  of  de- 
llrullion,  and  of  perilhing  there  together ;  the  people 
without  excufe,  and  the  preacher  with  high  aggravations 
of  his  fin  and  mifery. 

40  The  dlfd*  40  Whatfoever  difficulties  and  fufferings  therefore, 
bb  mate  *btas  he,  may  attend  my  followers  In  obferving  and  com* 

evay  munkating  the  better  inflruHions  which  I  have  given, 
them  in  my  do&rine  and  example*  let  them  not  think 
much  at  it :  For  the  difciple  (hould  not  expell  to  be  ex* 
empted  from  doing  what  his  mailer  doeth,  not  from  fuf- 

fering 


NOTE, 

f  At  parables  vera  Gliied  to  prevent  pir*  1 3.  And  at  other  lime*  he  nfd  them,  vhen 
jiidkes  asunft  the  mith$  intended  by  them,  he  knew  that  plain  and  open  dccliraliuiii 
and  to  Jht  op  inquiries  after  them,  (fee  ihe  would  too  much  provoke  the  of  Sis 

jfc>«  on  A Tot*  »iii*  j.) }  ft  Ciirifl  to  me  times  heuirra,  and  that  they  if  mid  not  I*  fcornc, 
fpake  by  them  for  gracious  information  to  Ai^rt  iv*  33*  k  is  i«t  thb  icaftn  iJme  Sc 
Jitfi  own  diftiplw,  and  for  righteous  con-  Jttrns  m  di:  the  l/  ihc  iiUd  Ua 

ec*  linen  t  from  other*  who  wilfully-  ftwt  thdr  ■  Sh 
dearer  light.  AI*/.  *11*.  i?, 


$4 

ewry  due  that  Is 
perfect,  JhaU  be 

iris  matter- 

4t  And  why 
hchoUkit  thou 
It-  n*xf  that  is 
$n  ihy  brother’s 
eve,  but  pereri' 
vrlt  wot  the  beam 
that  is  in  thine 
wa  eye? 


4%  Either  how 
canft  thou  fay  to 
thy  brother,  Bro¬ 
ther,  la  me  putt 
out  the  mote  that 
is  in  rhioe  eye, 
when  thou  thy- 
felf  bdioldcA  not 
the  bc'an  that  h 
in  thine  awn  eye  ? 
Hi  (Mi  hypocrite, 
call  out  firf I  the 
bejm  out  of  ihioe 
Own  eye ,  and 
then  disk  them 
fn  dearly  topuil 
out  the  mote  that 
bin  thy  brother's 
•yr* 


43  Fora  good 
tree  bringeth  not 
forth  corrupt 
fruit  t  neither 
doth  a  corrdpt 
tTre  bring  forth 
good  fruit. 


44  For  every 
tree  is  known  by 
hi?  f'wn  holt :  for 
of  tiiorm  men  do 
no;  gather  figs, 
nor  of  a  hrnmble- 
fcufli  gather  they 

gtip«u 
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feting  what  he  fubmitteth  to  j  but  the  higheft  perfection 
of  a  difciple  lies  in  his  being  like  bis  m  after,  ami  learn¬ 
ing  of  him. 

41  And  let  him  who  would  be  duely  qualified  to  in- 
ftruA  and  reform  others,  begin  firll  at  home :  For  how 
prepofterous  and  unbecoming  is  it  for  any  of  yon  to  be 
quick- fighted  in  difeeming,  and  fevere  in  aggravating 
and  confuting,  even  the  fmaJleft  failings  of  others}  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  be  Mind,  or  exceeding  favourable, 
to  your  own  more  heinous  crimes,  fo  as  to  overlook,  ex¬ 
tenuate,  and  excufe  them,  as  if  they  were  mere  trifles, 
or  there  were  no  harm  in  them  ? 

4-2  Or  bow  can  you  be  fit  to  correct  lefler  matters 
that  are  amifs  in  your  brother,  and  with  what  face  can 
you  attempt  it,  while  you  take  no  notice  of  your  own 
much  greater  faults ;  or,  if  you  are  confqious  of  them, 
take  no  care  about  redreffipg  them  ?  This  is-  the  grofleft 
hypocrify :  And  whatfoever  fuch  an  ope  may  pretend  to, 
he  is  no  enemy  to  fin,  as  fucb  \  but  is  rather  an  enemy 
to  his  brother,  than  to  his  fin  ;  nor  is  he  like  to  do 
much  good  by  his  reproofs.  If  therefore  you  would  ad 
a  wife,  and  upright,  and  a  fbccl&ful  part  in  corre&ing 
and  inftrucring  others,  begin  firft  with  your  own  heart 
and  ways  \  fee  that  they  be  purified  from  the  guilt  and 
power  of  all  iniquity},  and  then  you  will  be  more  capa¬ 
ble  of  reproving  ana  directing  your  brother  with  judge¬ 
ment,  decency,  and  authority,  and  more  likely  to  fuc- 
cced  in  it. 

43  For  every  man  is  good  or  bad,  according  to  his 
governing  principle;  ana  his  life  will  be  anfwcrable  to 
it.  As  the  fruit  of  a  good  tree  is  excellent,  and  that  of 
a  bad  one  is  worthless,  according  to  their  refpe&ive 
kinds :  So  a  good  man  and  holy  miniffer,  whofc  heart 
is  renewed  by  grace,  brings  forth  the  .genuine  fruits  of 
righteoufne&inhU  life  and  do&rine;  and  an  unrenew¬ 
ed  man  and  corrupt  miniiler,  whhfcprinciplesare  wrong, 
brings  forth  fruits  of  iniquity  and  hlfeb«wl  in  his  con- 
verfation  and  miniftratious ;  nor  can  the  contrary  to  this 
be  reafonably  expeded  from  them  feverally. 

44  For  as  men  rightly  judge  of  the  nature  of  a  tree, 
by  the  fort  of  fruit  it  bears ;  fo  they  may  of  peoples  pre¬ 
vailing  thoughts  and  (Ufpofitions,  by  their  tendencies 
and  efie£h.  For  as,  in  the  natural  and  vegetable  world, 
every  thing  produces  according  to  its  own  nature,  fig- 
trees  figs,  and  vines  grapes,  neither  of  which  can  grow 
upon  thorn- trees  and  bramble-bufhes :  So,  in  the  fpiri- 
tual  and  moral  world,  gracious  and  boly  men  and  mi¬ 
ni  fters  bring  forth  fpiritual  ahd  boly  words  and  actions ; 
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«  A  good 
nun  out  of  the 
crtafbrc  of 
Lis  heart,  bring- 
tth  forth  that 
which  is  Mod ; 
mtd  an  evil  mao 
out  of  the  evil 
treasure  of  his 
lmrt  t  brinaeth 
tonh  that  ftnfch 
U  evils  for  of  the 
^Imiuhticc  of  ihe 
heart  bis  tuouth 
^cakcth. 


4 6  And  why 
cii]  ye  me  Lord, 
Lord,  and  du  not 
the  things  which 
i  %  ? 


47  Whofocvcr 
Cometh  to  me, 
and  htaieth  my 
hyiiip,  and  do- 
tfb  them,  I  wiU 
(hew  yon  to  wliom 
he  is  like, 

43  He  is  like 
a  man  which  bulk 
an  hoofs ,  and 
digged  deep,  and 
hid  the  founda¬ 
tion  on  a  rock: 
and  when  the 
flood  arofe,  the 
Jticam  beat  vehe¬ 
mently  upon  that 
hotifc,  and  could 
r±ot  (hake  it;  for 
it  was  founded 
upoA  a  rock. 


49  But  he  that 
hea*- 


Vol.  H- 
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mid  un regenerate  carnal  men  cannot  product  fruits  o t 
jjghteoufridsin  their  lives  and  miniftry,  while  their  no* 
tions  are  corrupt  and  their  hearts  vicious. 

45  This  may  be  iuriher  illuftratcd  by  the  nature  of  a 

fountain.  As  a  clear  and  tweet  fpring  will  fend  forth 
clean  and  plealant  water ;  fo  the  man*  whole  heart  is  en* 
riched  with  ftores  of  fpiritual  knowledge  and  grace,  will 
bring  forth  fnch  things  in  his  life  as  are  favour y  and  e- 
difying,  and  well- plea Gng  in  God’s  fight:  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  a  filthy,,  muddy  fpring  will  fend  fortii 
foul  and  naufeous  Area  ms;  fo  a  gracelefs  man,  whole 
heart  is  full  of  vile  lufls  and  corrupt  affections,  will  vent 
fuch  things  as  are  ofFenfive  to  God,  and  injurious  to 
himfelf  and  others  i  For  mens  language  and  behaviour 
will  be  according  to  the  prevailing  thoughts  and  bias  of 
their  hearts.  ~ 

46  Now,  to  apply  all  this  to  yourfelves:  What  figm* 
fies  your  pretending  relation  to  me;  or  your  verbal  ac¬ 
knowledgements  of  me,  with  Teeming  refpeft,  as  your 
Lord;  or  your  loud  aridrefles,  with  fetming  eameftnefs 
and  importunity,  to  me  as  fuch ;  or  even  your  preaching 
in  my  name  to  others  ?  How  prepofterous  and  abfurd, 
how  vain  and  hypocritical,  is  all  this;  what  an  affront 
to  me,  and  whaia  cheat  upon  yourfelves?  Or  with  what 
face  can  ye  do  it,  or  what  good  ends  can  yc  ptopofe  to 
yourfelves  by  it,  if  at  die  fame  time  ye  do  not  receive 
me  and  my  words  into  your  hearts  by  faith,  nor  yield 
yourfelves  up  to  mine  authority,  nor  act  fu  it  ably  to  your 
profefBon  of  my  name  ? 

4 7,  48.  Hie  cafe  of  fincere  believers,  and  of  hypo* 
critical  profeflors,  may  be  fitly  reprefented  by  this  plain 
fimilitude:  Whoever  comes  by  faith  to  me,  attends  to 
my  do£bine,  and  heartily  falls  in  with  it,  that  he  may 
obferve  and  put  it  into  praftice;  he  is  like  a  careful,  pru* 
dent  man,  who,  being  to  build  an  houfe,  dug  away  the 
loofe  ground,  till  he  could  lay  its  foundation  upon  a  fo* 
lid  rock;  and  this  was  fuch  a  ftrengthenlng  to  it,  thi*t 
no  floods  or  ftorms  could  undermine  or  overfet  it*  Ha 
the  true  believer  cannot  farisfy  himfelf  with  notions  and 
profeffions  or  fuperficial  pretences  in  religion,  but  fearch* 
es  rill  he  find  a  fure  foundation  to  reft  upon ;  and  then 
builds,  by  a  praftica)  faith;  on  the  Rock  of  ages;  and, 
being  founded  on  this  Rodk,  no  temptations  or  terrors, 
perfections  or  dangers,  how  furioufly  focicr  they  may 
beat  upon  him  and  Drake  trim,  {hall  ever  be  ahlc  to  o- 
vertbrow  ami  ruin  him  in  his  fpiritual  and  crernal  con¬ 
cerns;  he  will  endure  to  the  end,  and  be  Lvah 

49  Bur,  on  the  contrary,  whoever  orly  jrives  my  word 
%  £  the 
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feeareth  and  docth 
«>:,  is  like  a  man 
that  without  a 
fouutbnon  built 
an  Koutb  upon 
the  earth,  toaakifl: 
*hidv  the  ft  ream 
did  beat  vehe  - 
mcruly,  and  tm- 
raedhsely  it  tell; 
1ml  tile  ruin  of 
that  hotiTc  was 
gjxat. 


The  EoangeHJl  L  ukE  farafhrajkd \  Chr  vr> 

the  hearing,  and  takes  up  with  a  bare  profefljoD  of  my 
name*  without  concerning  himfelf  any  further;  he  is 
like  a  foolilh,  weak  roan,  who;  being  to  build  an  houfe* 
took  no  manner  of  care  about  its  foundation;  but  fet  it 
upon  loofe  or  faady  ground*  which  had  no  ftrength  or 
firmnefs  in  it;  and  as  fooo  as  cwr  any  Rood  or  ftorm 
heat  upon  it,  down  h  fell  to  its  utter  min.  So  will  it 
be  with  the  hypocritical,  Jalfe  profrflorr  He,  having 
no  folid  fiippoit  for  his  pFerences  to  religion  or  his  hopes 
of  happinefs,  will  never  be  able  to  ftand  in  a  day  of  great 
nlil ;  but  when  the  times  run  againft  him,  and  grievous 
perfecutions  befal  him  for  the  gofpel’s  fate,  he, will 
prove  a  fod  apoibate  ir>  this  world,  and  periih  with  a 
vengeance  m  the  worH  to  come* 


RKCO  LLKCTIONS. 

.■  ffow  ccTVfiffent  are  works  of  nreeffity  and  merey  with  the  CmdHfieatkm  of® 
fabbath  to  the  Lord  1  and  vet  bow  vain  are  plea*  from  thence  apainft  a  religious 
©bfervation  of  the  Lord’s  day  1  Chrift^  anthorky  is  a  futficitirtaiuwerto  theemi* 
of  rrwrt ;  hut  is  not  to  he  flretcbed  beyond  his  ddign.  He  knows  all  our  thoughts, 
and.  fees  when  any  oneV  eye  is  evil  becaufe  his  is  good ;  and  we,  after  his  exam¬ 
ple,  fhouid  never  be  afraid  of  doing  good,  how  much  foerer  others  may  be  en¬ 
raged  at  tt,  or  how  malicioafiy  foever  they  lua^r  reproach  us  for  it:  It  is  our  duty 
to  attempt  every  thing  that  he  commands  as,  in  hope  of  ftrength  from  him  to  «- 
liable  us  to  perform  it ;  but  we,  like  him,  ftoulct  give  ourfelves  to  prayer,  espe¬ 
cially  when  important  affairs  he  before  u$*  How  wonderful  and  effcftual  are 
Chrift’s  work?  of  power  and  mercy  !  They  are  bkflfcd  indeed,  whom  he  bldles  * 
but  they  muft  be  dreadfully.  miferaUe  that  fall  under  bis  wo  and  curfe*  O  what 
rich  advantages  will  the  faint  have  over  the  (Inner  in  the  other  world  ;  and  what 
a  wide 'difference  is  there  In  their  rewardsthotv  much  foever  the  tinner  may  prof¬ 
fer  and  the  faint  may  be  aSHiited  here  !  And  autidft  all  the  trials  of  the  prelent 
how  beneficent  and  kind,  brautifoland  excellent,  is  the  fpirit  and  ddign  of 
Chriftlanity,  which  calls  us  to  st*  imitation  of  our  heavenly  Father,  in  his  moft  a- 
miable  and  endearing  perfection*  and  operations,  to  forgive  injuries,  and  tg  over¬ 
tome  evil  with  good !  It  is  a  great  thing  to  be  a  Chriflian  indeed ;  and  what  a  re* 
pnwch  i*  it  for  pcrfbiis  of  that  character,  not  to  do  more  than  others  toward  God; 
and  toward  enemies  as  well  as  friends !  What  occalion  have  they  for  daily  humi¬ 
liation  and  repentance^  on  account  of  their  continual  fallings  fhort  of  the  glory  of 
God ;  and  what  need  of  daily  foypivene&fcr  daily  fins!  Were  we  more  feufible 
of  ourcwudefects,  we  fhould  be  Ids  fevere  in  ouromruret  of  other?  ;  but  holy  men 
are  thcfi&tcftand  moft  likely  to  beinkrumriitsof  promoting  holinefiui  thofc  about 
It  therefore  highly  concerns  ua  to  take  hted  whom  wr  hear  and  follow, 
aim  how  we  teach  and  lead ;  Our  chief  ambition  ibould  be  to  copy  after  Chrift ; 
and  if  wc  are  but  conformed  to  him  in  his  hotineft,  we,  frail  not  think  much  at 
being  To  in  his  fufferiugs.  The  great  end  of  hearing  hb  doctrine  is,  to  receive  it 
by  faith,  and  pradifc  it  in  evangelical  obedience :  For  true  religion  Uginain  the 
Change  of  a  man's  heart;  and  the  only  way  of  others  judging  concerning  it,  is  by 
the  fruits  ii  produces  in  his  lift.**  if  we  indeed  come  to  Chrift,  and  receive  him 
with  foch  a  faith  as  works  by  love,  we  reft  on  a  fare  foundation ;  and,  whatfo- 
ever  our  temptations  and  difficulties  may  hr,  we  frail  hold  on  and  hold  out  to 
our  eternal  farety  and  joy ;  But  if  we  take  up  with  hypocritical  pretences*  ftdws, 
aiftl  forms,  without  the  power  of  religion,  wc  frail  certainly  miicaxty  in  a  day  of 
trial*  to  our  prefcut  frame  and  cvcrUiilaj:  nun* 


CHAT 
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Text, 

*  O  W  when 
he  had  end¬ 
ed  all  his  filings 
in  the  audience  of 
che  people,  ho 
entered  into  Ca¬ 
pernaum* 

i  And  a  cer¬ 
tain  centurion's 
fir  vim  f  who  was 
dear  unto  him, 
was  fab*  and  rea¬ 
dy  lo  die. 

3  And  when 
he  heard  of  Jefu$T 
he  fent  unto  bim 
the  elders  of  the 


C  H  A  P,  VH. 

Chrijl  cures  the  centurion's  fervent*  i, — to.  Raifes  the  ividov/s  fort 
from  the  dead  at  Naiii,  1 1, — 1 8.-  Jotin’j  mejfengers  to  Cbrifty  and  his 
anfwer  to  them ,  19,-23.  His  account  of  John,  and  of  his  minifiry , 
24, — 30-  His  reproof  of  the  Jews  for  rejeSing  bath  John  and  him- 
felf  3 1, —55*  And  his  ilhifiratum  of  Cads  free  forgive  nefs^  with  its 
effects}  hy  the  fmilitude  of  a  forgiven  debtor  ,  36, — 50* 

Para  phrase. 

Now  wh<*  VT0W  when  our  Lord  had  finiftied  die  afore-mentiori- 
e  a  '  ^  ’  ed  difeourfe,  which  he  delivered  in  a  public  man-* 
ner  to  his  difciples  and  abundance  of  other  people  then 
prefent,  be  went  to  Capernaum^  the  place  of  his  molt 
ufual  refidence* 

2  And  at  this  city  there  was  a  fervant  of  a  certain 
Roman  captain  over  an  hundred  foldiers,  who  was  much 
efteemed  by  bis  mailer,  and  lay  dan ge foully  Tick  of  a 
palfy,  {Mat.  viii.  6.)  juft  upon  the  point  of  deadly  and 
pa  ft  all  hope  of  recovery  by  any  human  means. 

3  And  when  the  captain  heard  of  Ch  rift’s  miracles, 
and  of  his  arrival  at  that  place,  he  believed  that  this 
wonderful  Perforr  could  heal  his  fervant:  But,  being 
ws^ W|wfccdi i ng  himfelf  a  Gentile ,  and  a  Roman  officer,  thought  it  might 
him  that  he  be  too  prefumptuous'to  go  in  perfon  aotl  afk  filch  a  fa* 
would  come  and  your;  and  therefore,  in  teftitnotiy  of  his  own  humility, 
mui+ .  and  great  refped  to  Jcfus,  he  got  fome  of  the  Jrwtjb 
elders,  men  of  character,  to  go  to  him,  and  eameftly 
intreat  that  he  would  come  to  his  houfe  and  cure  his 
lick  fervant*  (Sec  the  note  on  Mat,  viii.  5,  6.) 

4  Accordingly,  when  thefe  melfcngers  came  to  our 
blefted  Lord,  they  were  very  urgent  with  him  to  gratify 
the  centurion  ;  and,  to  enforce  his  requeft,  faid  for  him, 
what  he  never  would  have  laid  for  himfelf,  viz.  Thac 
he  was  worthy,  not  only  of  regard  from  the  Jewifb  na¬ 
tion,  who  were  highly  indebted  to  him;  but. even  of 
Ch  rift's  kindeft  notice,  as  if  he  were  obliged  to  Ihew 
him  this  favour ; 

$  For,  fay  they,  though  he  be  a  Roman  officer,  yet  he 
has  a  great  afft£tion  for  us  fen/s^  and  for  our  religion  f  ; 
and,  in  teftimony  of  his  faith  in  the  God  of  Ifrael \  he 
himfelf  has,  at  his  own  proper  coll  and  charges,  built 
us  a  Synagogue  for  divine  worftnp. 

6  Then  Jcfus,  who  loves  to  erfeourage,  and  grant  the 
E  2  requefls 

E. 

relates  to  Ms  rtfpedt  to  ihrir  above  all  other 
nations,  though  k  r^ivuoi  W  luppofid  il.jt 
he  h;d  an  cltnnj  tor  cvciy  muividu.d  pc  don 
aruorg  diem* 

J  Wl.ttf 


4  And  when 
they  came  to  Jc» 
fus,  they  bdb  light 
him  inftadtJy , 
laying,  That  he 
was  worthy  for 
whom  be  mould 
do  thu ; 


j  For.  he  lo- 
veih  our  nation, 
and  he  hath  built 
a*  a  fynagpguc. 


4  Then 


JefliS 

WCDC 


NOT 

f  He  probably  had  acquainted  himfelf 
vith  the  Uw  and  the  proplvds  whilft  he  li¬ 
ved  among  the  and  from  thence  had 

conceived  a  opinion  ot  them  as  the 

pcjpfi  of  Gtidj  and  his  k  lifir  ttxfx# 


6  8 

went  with  them. 
And  when  he  wa* 
Jiuw  nut  far  from 
rhe  home  t  the 
cent  nr:  an  tint 
friend*  to  hun, 
living  unto  him, 
Lordt  trouble  nut 
ihyfclf :  for  I  am 
not  worthy  that 
thon  IlLiiDliidt 
enter  under  my 
toof; 


t  Wherefore 
r either  thought  I 
myicjf  worthy  10 
0)inc  tuttf  thee  i 
but  lay  ia  a  word, 
and  my  ftrvant 
IhaLi  he  heakd. 


S  For  I  alio 
am  a  man  fctim- 
dor  nithority,  ha- 
vin^  under  me 
fiddier? ;  ud  1 
f  iy  unto  one.  Go, 
anil  he  goeth ; 

to  another. 
Cone,  and  he 
Ctimeth ;  and  to 
my  fervant*  Do 
(his,  and  he  do* 
tth  it, 

9  When  Je  - 
ftl£  heard  tnclc 
things  he  nur- 
tiled  at  him  , 
and  turned  Mm 
about,  and  IUk] 
unto*  dit  people 
th;-c  folk]  wed 

him,  1  fay  unto 
you,  I  hare  not 
found  io  great 
fahhj 
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requefts  of,  humble  fouls,  readily  went  with  the  meften* 
gerc,  io  order  to  his  working  the  cure  for  which  they 
came  to  him  :  And  as  foon  as  the  centurion  heard  of  his 
couHcfcenfion  and  grace  in  coming  with  fuch  a  Hlciign 
toward  his  houfe,  he  (lill  humbled  himfelf  yet  more  and 
more,  and  fem  other  friends  to  meet  him  in  the  way; 
and  th?Yj  perforating  the  centurion,  faid,  Lord,  It  is 
too  much  for  tbcc  to  give  thyfelf  the  trouble  of  coming 
home  to  me:  I  am  far  from  in  lifting  upon  this;  for, 
whuri'vcr  kind  things  others  may  (ay  of  me,  I  am  a  poor 
GentiU  firmer,  who  cannot  but  think  myfeif  utterly  un¬ 
worthy  of  being  honoured  with  thy  pretence  in  myhoufe* 

7  This  thought  prevented  me,  orherwife  I  had  cer¬ 
tainly  waited  in  perCon  upon  thee;  and  I  much  more 
count  myfeif  unworthy  of  thy  coming  unto' me:  BeCdes, 
I  am  well  fnisfittl  that  there  is  no  need  of  thy  (looping 
thus  far  to  fuch  a  poor  (infill  wretch  as  I  am*  in  order 
to  thy  anfwering  my  requeft;  but  that,  wherefoever  tbou 
art,  if  thou  wilt  only  give  the  word  of  command,  my 
fervant  thall  be  as  dfottually  recovered  as  if  thou  were 
corporally  prefent  with  him. 

8  For  even  1,  (*ru  *^s)  a  mean,  pettv  officer,  have 
fuch  authority  over  my  band  of  ibldiers,  tfiat,  whenever 
I  give  the  word  of  command,  rhey  readily  obey  me,  and 
go  and  come,  and  do  this  and  the  other  bufittefs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  appointment,  whether  lam  prefem  or  not: 
How  much  more  emit  thou,  who  cxercifeft  abfoiute 
power  f  in  the  way  of  thy  working,  tike  the  Sovereign 
Lord  of  ficknefs  and  health,  life  and  death,  fecure  obe* 
riicnce  to  thy  orders ;  fo  that  all  diflempers  rauft  come 
and  go  at  thy  command,  wbcuever  thou  pleafctt,  and 
wherever  thou  art  f 

9  When  Jdus  heard  thefe  uncommon  expreffions  of 
the  centurion’s  faith,  attended  with  fuch  profound  re¬ 
verence  and  humility;  though  he  could  not  but  know  it 
beforehand,  being  hinifelfthe  author  of  it,  he  feemed 
as  if  he  were  mightily  furpriled  at  it,  as  people  ufe  to 
be  at  rare  and  unexpected  events:  And,  turning  to  the 
company  that  were  going  along  with  him,  he  ipake  of 
it  to  them  in  terms  of  high  admiration  ami  applaufc,  fay¬ 
ing,  to  the  centurion’s  honour,  and  the  reproach  of  the 
JiMvr,  I  have  not  met  with  any  inftantc  of  fo  remarkably 
eminent  and  humble  a  faith  before,  no,  not  among 

God’s 


N  0 

t  When  wt  obfcrve  how  t^c 
®f  the  centurion  an  fiver  to  what  he  may  he 
lhpiiofel  to  have  Ttatl*  tbc  fovsnign 

dominion  that  was  pecuiiaiSv  the 

God  of  Ijftich  in  ordering  to  gn 

iivi  iiU  pLuf'iU'Cj  (/Ap*.  vii.  & 


T  E. 

xtxii.  i  Saw.  it.  €.)  wc  can  hardly 

Ibr'ietr  thinking  1 1  ill  he  bdicred  in  Chritf, 
a*  y  divine  Prison,  who  could  fend  or  take 
otf  dltUiffpcn,  in  a  Ioyc  reign  m inner,  hjr 
Ilia  h^n  word,  whenever  he  ulcaJtd* 


ci).  vii. 

faith,  no  not  in 
IfracK 


to  Aad  thef 
that  were  feat, 
returning  to  the 
houtV,  iijun<j  the 
Servant  H-lwIe 

that  bsd  been 

fick. 

j  j  And  it  came 
in  pais  the  day 
.ifi  vr ,  Lhai  he 
ueut  into  a  city 
olkd  Naln;  and 
many  of  hisdif- 
fipfcj  vent  viih 
htt?i,  and  much 

pefrpi*. 

ii  Now  vheu 
he  tame  nigh  to 
the  gate  ot  the 
rity  ,  behold  , 
there  was  a  dud 
man  carried  diu, 
(lie  only  Jon  of 
his  mother  and 

Ihc  widow; 
and  much  people 
of  the  dtp  was 
with  her, 

tf  And  when 
the  Lord  lav  her, 
he  had  crnnpa£ 
dun  on  her*  and 
t'dui  unto  ber , 
'H  «p  net* 

14  And  he 
came  and  touched 
the  bkr*  (and 
they  that  hire 
him  flood  Hill :) 
and  he  laid  , 
Young  man,  I 
fay  unto  ihcc , 
A  rife* 

1$  And  he 
that  wa*  dead, 
Cxi  up,  and  be* 
gan  ro  fpeafc  ; 
and  he  ddiTcml 
him  to  hi*  mo¬ 
ther 

rtf  And  there 
nmc  a  fear  on 
all :  and  they  glo¬ 
rified  Cod,  lay* 
ing.  That  a  great 
ffophet  is  rifcn 
op 
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God’s  own  covenant-people  the  Ifrac/ites  themfelvcs,  as 
has  now  been  mnnifefted  by  this  Gentile  clBccr,  from 
•whom  there  was  little  room  to  expert  any  at  ail. 

to  And  as  Chrift  thus  commended,  16  he  gracionlly 
owned  and  anfwered,  his  faith,  (Mat.  vlii.  13.);  for  as 
foon  as  the  centurion's  friends  returned  home,  they 
found  his  fervant  perfectly  recovered  from  his  late  dan* 
gerotis  difeafe. 

1 1  As  Jeftis  always  went  about  doing  good,  fo  the  nest 
day  he  turned  his  courfe  t»  a  certain  town  called  Nain, 
in  the  outward  border  of  IJfacbar  toward  Samaria ;  and 
feveral  of  his  difciples,  with  great  multitudes  of  other 
people,  accompanied  him  thither. 

1 1  Now  as  he  approached  the  entrance  into  the  town, 
obferve,  a  remarkable  opportunity  offered  for  dtfplaying 
his  divine  power:  He  met  with  a  dead  man,  whom  the 
Jewst  according  to  their  cuftom,  were  carrying  upon  4 
bier  to  bury  him  In  a  place  out  of  the  city;  and  whom, 
being  the  only  fan  of  a  widow,  (he,  wirh  a  great  com¬ 
pany  of  her  friends  and  neighbours,  were  attending  to 
his  funeral. 

13  When  therefore  the  Lord  Jefus  Taw  the  tender 
mother  bitterly  lamenring'the  lofe  of  her  fon  +,  he,  of 
his  own  mere  goodnefs,  without  any  one's  fpeaking  to 
him,  was  moved  with  compallion  towards  her ;  and,  re* 
folving  in  himfrlf  what  to  do,  fpoke  in  a  friendly  man* 
ner  to  her,  faying,  Do  not  take  on  at  this  mournful 
rate  for  the  death  of  your  Ion. 

14  Upon  whidt  they  that  carried  the  corpfe  made  a 
flop  to  fee  whaHJfkfus  intended  to  do;  and  he,  coming 
up,  laid  his  bands  upon  the  bier  on  which  the  dead  bo* 
dy  lay;  and,  with  the  majefty  and  authority  of  a  God, 
faid.  Young  man,  I  command  thee  to  get  up. 

15  As  foon  as  Jefus  had  uttered  thefe  words,  the 
dead  man,  inftantly  tiling,  fit  upon  the  bier,  and  began 
to  fpeak,  in  the  audience  of  the  people,  as  if  nothing 
had  ailed  him:  And  Chrift  reftored  him  to  his  mother 
alive  and  well,  that  he  might  be  a  comfort  to  her,  am} 
that  every  one  might  he  fully  fatisfied  of  his  being  truly 
raifeti  from  the  dead. 

16  And  all  the  company  were  ftruclc  with  awful  fear 
and  wonder,  to  fee  a  dead  man  immediately  recovered 
to  life  by  a  fovercign  word  of  command:  And,  being 
convinced  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  power  of  G6d  him- 
fclf  was  in  it,  they  broke  out  into  thankful  and  admi¬ 
ring  praifes,  faying,  An  extraordinary  prophet,  even  tho 

great 

NOTE. 


f  lie  probably  bad  bttn  the  chief  Aippon  and  comfort  of  her  widtrwhuoJ. 


Thf  EvangeUjl  Luke  paraphrafed.  Ch«  viL 

great  Mdliah  himfelf,  whom  we  expefled,  is  come  a- 
mongft  us,  {Jvhnv  k  14+)*  and  God  at  length 
has  looked  upon  his  people  Ifratl  m  much  mercy,  to  re¬ 
deem  them  from  .all  their  troubles.  {Chap,  i,  fit.) 

17  And  this  miracle  was  fb  evident  unexception¬ 
able,  and  divine,  that  it  could  not  be  concealed  or  de¬ 
nied  ;  hut  the  report  of  it  was  fpread  to  Chart's  honour, 
ami  became  the  fubjeft  of  common  conversation  far  and 
near,  through  the  whole  province  of  Judea,  and  all  the 
countries  on  every  Gtle  that  bordered  upon  it. 

1 8  Among  others,  there  were  fome  difdples  of  John 
the  Baptijif  who,  framing  to  be  concerned  for  his  cre¬ 
dit,  and  envious  of  Chart's  growing  reputation,  went  to 
their  in  after  in  prifon,  and  told  him  all  that  they  had  feen 
or  heard  of  this  and  other  wonderful  miracles,  that  they 
might  have  his  opinion  about  him  who  wrought  them* 

19  And  as  John  had  all  along  d!re£led  his  difciples 
to  Chrift,  fo  he  was  defirous  to  have  matters  further 
cleared  up  and  confirmed  to  them  concerning  him:  And 
therefore.  Tingling  out  two  of  them,  who  might  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  as  faithful  wi indies,  he  ordered  them  to 
go,  as  from  himfdf,  to  Jefus,  aod  alk  him  this  plain  tjue- 
ft  ion,  Whether  he  was  indeed  the  Mdfiah, 
who,  according  to  ancient  piophecy,  ftould  come  into 
the  world;  or  whether  they  were  to  expe£t  any  other 
perfon  under  that  chara&er?. 

20  Accordingly,  when  the  two  meffengers  came  to 
Jefus,  they  told  him,  John  the  Baptijt  had  fern  them 
to  defire,  that  be  woubLpleafe  to~T»ti$fy  them,  whether 
he  was  indeed  the  pd^ifed  Mrifiah,  whom  they  ex¬ 
pected  to  come  into  tbe  world;  or  whether  they  were 
1UU  to  wait  for  the  appearance  of  fome  other  ? 

it  And,  at  the  very  infbnt  of  their  arrival,  Jefus 
was  working  and  went  on  to  work  many  miracles,  in 

. .  _  healing  all  forts  of  difeafes,  carting  devils  out  of  perfons 

pU;uttt  Wuf  that  were  poflefled,  and  reftoring  fight  to  the  blind,  and 
evLi  faints:  and  to  do  other  acts  of  mercy  and  power  that  were  prophe* 
utre  X  he  33  t0  particularly  performed  by  the  Mefliah, 

fight,  (/ft. 

NOTE. 

1  It  ts  horrid  arid  ridicfitaiF  in-  nMbns  that  inSdd^  have  of  Chrifl  wert  true, 


up  among  us  ■; 
and,  Thdt  God 
hail)  vifitod  his 
people* 

17  Andchisro- 
Tuouridhim  went 
flirt  11  throughout 
&U  jndea,  and 
throughout  aU 
the  region  round 
aboi;L 

1 8  And  the 
difripk?  of  John 
(hewed  him  of  all 
thej’e  things* 


19  And  John 
calling  unro  him 
two  of  hi*  d ha- 
pics  1  frnt  ibet.n 
uiiio  Jefus,  fay¬ 
ing,  Ait  thou  he 
rhiit  0  ton  Id  come? 
or  look  we  for  *■ 
n  other? 


*0  When  the 
men  were  come 
unto  him,  They 
faid,  John  the 
Eaptifl  hath  fcnc 
m  unto  ih«,  fay* 
ing,  An  tIwju  he 
thit  QioiiiJ  cwme? 
or  L^k  we  for  a- 
nothcr  ? 

ft  t  And  in  that 
fame  hour  he  cu- 
r«]  n.any  of  their 
-in  fc run  ilk*  and 


flead  of  arguing,  for  any  iniidds  to  iufuni- 
are,  without  the  k\ti  found*! i^n,  afpinfl  the 
pkintil  matter  uf  fail,  us  it  tint  young  man 
ums  pot  really  dead,  but  was  only  in  a  ibrt 
of  lethargy  :  For  hi*  mother  and  other  nda- 
tions  and  friends  cemhsly  believed  hin\tu  he 
(Ic-id;  and  he  being  an  only  fmi,  for  whom 
there  was  (b  much  lamentation,  we  may  be 
lure  they  would  never  have  at  temped  to  hq- 
ry  him  had  there  been  the  kaJt  ground  of 
Jhijdriop  to  the  fu ntrery*  'ttcfrki,  if  lh? 


how  could  he,  corning  bv  as  a  rtr.ingri\ 
know  better  than  alt  tfic  yoiuig  nail's  own 
acquaintance,  that  he  only  in  a  le.rhargy  ? 

Or,  ie  3te  fancied  Gieh  a  thing,  ho*  could  iie 
trll  that  lie  wopld  awake  out  of  it  jult  ac  the 
minute  when  he  Jhould  in  nth  the  birr  and 
fpwk  to  him  ?  And  vt-hy  (hntild  hcT  of  i\U 
own  accord,  hazard  hit  reputation  fo  far,  as 
to  offer  to  raife  him  to  life,  upon  fuch  un¬ 
likely  iuppolitions  in  his  owh  mind  ? 

|  ClmA 


7* 
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xi  Thcnjefut 
atifwering ,  laid 
onto  dign,  Go 
your  *’ayt  and 
till  John  *b*t 
things  yc  have 
Ictn  and  heard; 
how  thnt  the 
Mind  tec the 
lame  w; iifc,  the 
kpiTS  arc  dcjtu* 
fed,  the  deaf  hear* 
die  dead  ere  rai¬ 
led  ;  to  the  pour 
the  golpeL  is 
preached* 

a  3  And  blrf&d 
is  he  whofoever 
{halt  not  be  of* 
fvtjJed  in  nid. 
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{Ifa+  xzkt*  j,  6 *  sind  1st.  I.) 

22  Then,  turning  to  the  meffengers,  he  ordered 
them  to  go  back  to  Johu%  am!  tell  him  all  that  they 
themfdves  had  been  eye  and  ear  witneCcs  ofj  as  certain 
proofs  of  his  being  the  true  Mclftah;  particularly,  that 
he  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  made  the  lame  to  walk, 
cleanfed  lepers,  restored  the  deaf  to  their  hearing,  and 
even  raifrd  the  dead  to  life  again*  that  he  did  all  thefe 
in  a  fovercign,  godlike  manner,  barely  with  a  touch  or 
a  word,  according  to  his  own  will  *  and  that  the  gofpe), 
for  the  confirmation  of  which  he  wrought  thefe  mira¬ 
cles,  was  preached  to,  and  moftty  jeceived  by,  the 
poor  of  this  world,  and  was  heartily  embraced  by  meet 
and  humble  fouls* 

2^  And  to  all  this  our  Lord  further  added.  He,  and 
he  only,  is  happy,  and  lhall  be  fo  for  ever,  who  is  not 
prejudiced  againlt  me;  nor  rejects  me  by  unbelief;  nor 
is  afhamed  to  own  me,  on  account  of  my  fpifitual,  feif* 
denying,  and  holy  dcclrine,  or  the  meannefs  of  my 
appearance  aud  followers,  or  the  envy  of  mine  enemies, 
and  the  like. 


14  And  When 
tlit  of 

John  were  depart¬ 
ed  t  he  began  TO 
fjiuk  diho  the 
people  concern- 
isg  John,  What 
cent  yr  out  into 
i\n  wilJcrfwlt  for 
to  tee  ?  a  reed 
[lukeo  with  the 
wind  l 


*%  But  what 
ueot  ye  out  for 
to  fee:  A  mao 
cioched  in  foftr 
Filmed tj  Behold, 
thry  which  are 
wui^eDully  appa¬ 
relled,  uad  hw 
iteh* 


24  When  John's  difciples  were  gone  back  to  him  ^ 
with  this  anfwcr,  Jefus  began  to  fpeak  to  the  common 
people  with  high  commendation  of  him  and  of  his 
mimfiry,  faying,  What  end  dkl  ye  propofe  to  yourfelvca 
in  (locking  after  John*  when  he  preached  and  baptized 
in  the  defert  ?  Did  ye  follow  him  for  nothing?  Or  did 
ye  go  to  fee  and  hear  a  whim  fical  man  talking  backward 
and  forward,  in  the  teftimony  he  gave  to  me  ?  If  fo, 
this  was  mere  trifling  indeed,  like  running  to  fee  a  reed 
fliaken  to  and  fro  with  the  wind;  But  he  certainly  was 
another-guds  perfon ;  his  doctrine  was  important,  and 
always  the  fame ;  and  you  ought  to  have  been  ftecilali  in 
your  adherence  to  it. 

2  j  Whar  was  it  then  that  yc  followed  him  for  ?  Did 
yecxpe&  to  meet  with  a  man  appearing  in  all  the  pomp, 
luxury,  and  gaieties  of  this  world,  that  ye  might  gratify 
your  curiofiry  with  fuch  a  fight?  Or  dkl  ye  go  to  hear 
him,  and  to  be  baptized  by  him,  in  purfuit  of  temporal 
honours  ?  This  was  as  foolifh,  as  it  was  unworthy:  For 
a  man  of  fiich  a  character,  and  promoting  iuch  views. 


was 


NOTES* 

+  Chrfft  did  not  fpeak  the  fiilWiofc  liberty?  fo,  for  J&e  vtafons  he  nughi  de¬ 
alings  in  the  hearing  of  Jain's  difciplc*,  ieft  fet  this  commendation  ol  him  u\}  the  mti- 
he  ihotikl  feem  to  flatter  Jthny  or  to  puff  Angers  were  B&d  tfo  n  ddivci  it  to  the 
up  hi*  pride, '  or  to  compliment  him  into  people,  to  p^tiu  itii  Jiiugiiidtions  ;is 
an  adherence  to  his  former  icftiroony  to  Jtbn  vm  wemiug  in  his  former  opinion, 

himlclf'  A(]  to  « vo id  all  liifpictoui  of  this  and  bad  fcfii  the  two  oil  thiscrruwl 

kind,  he  held  no  corrdpu utJ toce  with  Joiw  for  hif  own  r^Uttr  ih^n  their  *■ 

Ji  priloOj  nor  did  any  thing  to  fa  him  at  tout  bit  Ltlng  the  ChriJt. 


1 2 

dtfbrdy,  arc  in 

courts 


i6  Buf  what 
*€\u  ye  out  for 
to  ice  ?  A  pro¬ 
phet  ;  Ya,  I  fay 
tfnro  you  f  &ud 
much  more  tlim 
a  prophet 


it  Tbi;  U  tie 
of  whoin  >1  was 
'written.  Behold, 
1  ftiid  my  mef- 
fouler  hctiKC  thy 
fate,  which  Aialt 
prepare  thy  way 
h  fibre  thee. 


ifl  For  T  fty 
unto  you }  Aoiwig 
rlioit:  that  arc 
born  of  uumtn, 
there  is  not  a 
greater  prophet 
than  John  the 
Baptift :  bat  he 
that  it  kaft  in  the 
kingdom  of  God, 
is  greater  than  he. 


ip  A  fid  all  tire 
people  that  heard 
A/e is  and  the  pub¬ 
licans  *  jurtitied 
God,  being  bap*' 
tuud  uhh  the 
bttpciihn  of  John : 


30  Byt  the 

Flturilc^  and 
lawyers  rejected 
the  counkl  of 
God  again  ft 

themlelvtt,  Oeing 
not  baptized  of 
him, 

31  And  the 
I*nrd  fald,  Where- 
unto  then  (halt  { 
liken  tbU  gene- 
ration?  acid  to 
what  arc  they 
like? 
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was  to  be  expe&ed  in  a  royal  court  %  and  would  bare 
appeared  in  another  fort  of  place,  and  made  another 
fort  of  figure,  than  John  did. 

26  If  then  it  was  not  with  fuch  expectations  as  thefe, 
What  was  it  that  ye  went  out  after  him  for?  Was  it  to 
hear  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  ?  This  I  know  ye  then 
thought  him  to  be,  and  ye  thought  right:  For  I  tell  you, 
that  he  was  indeed  a  prophet,  fent  from  God  to  reveal 
his  mind  and  will,  and  to  tell  you  things  to  come;  yea, 
he  did  more  than  any  of  the  prophets  that  went  before 
him,  as  he  plainly  pointed  out  the  Mefliah  bimfelf,  and 
(hewed  him  to  the  people  as  already  prefent  among  them. 

17  So  great  a  man  was  jfohn  in  his  office,  that  he  is 
the  very  perfon  of  whom  the  Jehovah  of  Ijrael  raid, 
{ Mai.  iii.  1.)  Behold ,  /  will  feud  my  meffenger  before  the 
Mdfiah’s  face,  as  his  immediate  harbinger,  to  tell  the 
Jews  of  his  heing  juft  at  band,  and  to  turn  their  eyes  to- 
ward  him  that  they  may  receive  him,  (feetbe  noceonAfa?, 
xi.  10.}  In  this,  John  excelled  ail  that  went  before  him. 

28  For  I  a  flu  re  you,  that,  on  this  very  account,  none 
of  the  holy  prophets,  born  of  women,  ever  were  fo 
great  and  eminent  in  their  light  and  work  as  John  the 
Bnptiji :  And  yet,  great  as  be  was  in  what  he  faw  and 
faid  concerning  the  Mefliah,  the  meaneft  faithful  mini- 
fter  in  my  kingdom  fltall  know  and  preach  more  of  me, 
and  fo  fhall  be  more  excellent  and  honourable  in  his 
work  and  office,  than  John  bimfelf ;  and  the  weakeft 
true  believer,  under  the  gofpcl-ftate,  (hall  exceed  him, 
in  his  knowledge  of  my  perfon  .'and  office,  righteouf- 
nefs  and  grace. 

29  And,  as  his  miniftry  was  Co  eminent,  great  mul¬ 
titudes  of  the  common  people,  yea,  even  fome  of  the 
publicans  themfelves,  men  of  the  vileft  characters,  were 
fo  wrought  upon  by  means  of  his  preaching,  that  they 
j udified  God  as  righteous,  and  condemned  themfelves 
as  finners,  when  they  heard  John  fpeak  of  the  wrath  to 
come  ‘y  and  they  publicly  owned  him,  and  his  doctrine, 
to  be  of  God,  by  their  fo  readily  fubmitting  to  his  baptifm. 

39  But  the  men  of  figure  and  learning  and  high  con¬ 
ceit  of  themfelves,  fuch  as  the  felf-yigbteous  Pbarifees 
and  the  Jerihest  refufed  and  defpifcd  JohrCs  doctrine 
and  baptifm,  and  thereby  turned  that  difpenfation  »f 
God’s  wifdom  and  grace  toward  them  into  an  aggravation 
of  their  own  guilt  and  condemnation. 

31  Hereupon  the  Lord  Jefus  took  occafion  to  fay. 
What  (hall  I  compare  the  men  of  this  perverfe  genera¬ 
tion  to  ?  or  by  what  fimilitude  fhall  I  reprefent  them  ? 
It  is  bard  to  find  a  proper  parallel  {o  them. 

32  They 
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It  They  arc 
tike  onto  children 
iiLtnj'intbcai^ 
ken -pi ice  ,  and 
calling  one  to  a- 
nnthcr,  and  fry¬ 
ing  ,  We  have 
pipe!  onto  you, 
and  ye  have  not 
deuced:  we  have 
mourned  unto 
you,  and  ye  have 
uql  wept. 
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32  They  are  like  fome  flirly  ami  aukward  children  at 
play  in  the  ftreets,  who  are  juiUy  complained  of  by  their 
companions  for  not  afling  their  part  in  concert  with 
them,  faying,  Whilli,  in  imitation  of  muficians  at 
feafta  and  other  joyful  oceaflons,  we  played  cheerful 
tunes  to  you,  ye  would  not  anfwer  them  with  a  dance 
or  any  other  expiefTums  of  joy ;  and  whillt,  as  if  we  were 
at  a  funeral,  we  gave  you  mournful  runes,  ye  would 
not  weep  or  life  any  tokens  of  forrow  j  but  always  did 
direftly  contrary  to  what  ye  were  called  to  :  Juft  fo  the 
men  of  this  corrupt  age,  cfpccialty  the  ferihes  and  Pha- 
rifees ,  do  by  John  thz  Baptijl  ami  me,  oppoling  us  ia 
every  thing,  and  regarding  us  no  more  than  if  all  that 
we  faid  were  a  mere  farce,  to  be  treated  with  contempt 
and  fcorn,  * 

33  For  when  Johnt  like  the  children  that  afied  the 
part  of  mourners,  came  preaching  the  definite  of  re¬ 
pentance,  and  led  a  retired,  a  u  fir  re,  and  abstemious 
life,  fuitable  to  the  nature  and  defign  of  his  work,  they 
would  not  weep;  hut  rejected  both  him  and  his  Hoc- 
trine,  and  loaded  him  with  reproach,  as  if  he  were  a 
melancholy  man  poflefled  by  an  evil  fpirit, 

34  On  the  contrary,  when  I  the  Meffiah,  like  the 
children  that  played  cheerful  tunes,  came  preaching  the 
glad  tidings  of  faWation ;  and,  fuitable  to  the  nature  of 
my  joyful  work,  went  into  a  free,  open,  and  engaging 
convention,  eating  and  drinking  foinetimes  with  Pkx* 
rifetf)  and  at  others  with  publicans  and  finners,  to  do 
them  good ;  thefe  men  likewife  rejected  me,  and  the 
gracious  words  that  proceeded  out  of  my  mouth,  and 
turned  all  into  the  vileft  reflections  upon  me,  as  if  l 
were  a  glutton  ami  a  drunkard,  and  an  cncourager  of 
the  moft  odious  and  infamous  finners.  So  horribly  p:r* 
verfe  were  they,  notwith  Handing  all  that  evidently  ap¬ 
peared,  or  could  be  urged,  to  the  contrary. 

35  But  the  wifdom  of  God  in  thefe  different  methods 
of  treating  and  trying  them,  and  in  the  duftrines  preach¬ 
ed  by  John  and  me  for  the  recovery  of  loft  Aimers;  and 
the  wifdom  of  falling  in  with  thefe  doctrines,  to  ths 
acknowledgment  of  me  as  the  perfonal  f  Wifdom  of 
God,  ( Ptov .  viii.J;  is  owned,  and  heartily  approved  of, 
by  alt  true  believers;  who  are  taught  of  God,  and  made 
wife  to,£itvation;  and  are  Handing  inftances  ot  his  wif¬ 
dom,  and  witnelfes  to  it,  in  its  holy,  powerful,  and 
facing  elfefts  upon  them ;  and  who  will  at  laft  reap  its 

rich 

NOTE, 

f  As  -irifJatt  will  bear  all  theft  feafts,  and  it  is  difficult  ro  fix  on  to  the  txtlufw; 
the  red,  1  have,  as  often  on  like  octalipnsj  taken  tlisai  all  into  lac  paraph.?  fc* 


31  Vtrt  John 
the  Jfrptift  came 
neither  earing 
bread,  nor  drink  * 
wine  ;  juid  jt 
ft y.  He  li«h  a 
drviL 


34  The  Son  of 
man  15  co, nt  cit¬ 
ing  and  drink* 
me;  and  y*  fry, 
Behold,  a  glut¬ 
tonous  man*  and 
1  wiuC-Li  Idicr,  a 
friend  cf  publl- 
and  fim icrs. 


3$  Btik  witiom 
is  jitfltfiei]  yf  all 
her  children. 


74 
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rich  advantages,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  their  own  c- 
ternal  happinefs. 

j^AndRieof  36  After  this  f,  a  certain  Pharifee,  whofenarne  was 
fiir/him  ih«h<"  lc=r.  40.)  courwoufly  invited  Chrift  to  take  a 

wr,uld  cat  w,i]i  mejl  at  hishoal'e;  and,  as  be  fought  all  opportunities 

him.  And  he  0f  <|ntng  good,  and  was  an  example  of  civility  as  well 

Phirifce’s'huufc6  as  holinefs,  he,  accepting  the  invitation,  went  home 
«ml  Jar  down  do  with  the  Pharifee,  and  fat  down  to  eat. 

*”**'  And  be  37  And  whilft.  he  was  at  table,  behold,  a  certain 
tui\?,  a  woman  wonan,  who  had  been  notorious  for  her  wickednefe, 
ir  ihc  city,  "-li'-ch  being  m^ormril  that  Jsfus  was  gone  to  the  PkarifePb 
*7^  i.  r,:V,er  *  houfv!  to  refreih  iiimfelf,  came  thither,  bringing  an  ala- 
d-.a!njcfii*  &  .«i  baiter- box  of  rich  and  cottly  ointment,  which  Ihe  de- 
ii.ut  in  the  Is h j-  ngned  to  lay  out  upon  him  ;  (lie  being  a  penitent  belie- 
th<«  s  fco-.r.t!  ,  ref>  yrhofe  he  :rt  was  foil  of  refpeCt  and  affedKon  to  him. 
ncrlfol^'iian-  3#  And  as  he  was  li'ting  at  table,  according  to  the 

ip*m,  ufual  manner  of  the  Jews,  in'  a  leaning  pofture,  with 

.  j[6  his  legs  thrnft  out  behind ;  flie,  placing  herfelf  at  his 

him  .  ttvcpinfc,  back,  fell  a  weeping  fo  plentifully  as  to  drop  her  tears 
aii.i'icj’ari  tn  %vaih  upon  his  feet,  and  then  wiped  them  with  her  own  hair 
t«rs  f"aad  chief  ornament  of  her  head,  kifled  them  molt  affec- 

'  t'u'm  with  tionately,  and  fupplcd  and  perfumed  them  with  the 
the  hairs  «f  her  ointment;  hereby  tclb’fying  her  deep  humility  and  for- 
hu'rcvt^ami11^  row  heart  for  her-former  iniquities,- her  aident  love 
noinscd iUr,i  with  to  Chrift,  and  defire  of  his  favour,  and  her  great  wil- 
the  ointment.  lingitefs  to  do  her  utmoft  to  honour  and  ferve  him. 

)S  Now  when  39  But  fh)  when  the  Pharifee ,  who  had  invited  him, 
the  FhsHfec  faw  what  this  woman  did,  he,  knowing  her  former 
wftichbidbidoen  |Jafe  ehara£fer,  was  highly  offended  at  it,  thinking  with 
fpiKewkhinhim-  him  felt,  according  to  the  fupemiuous  opinions  of  his 
idf,  lining,  This  fc£f,  Surely  if  this  Jefus  were  really  fuch  a  prophet  of 
a  pophet^uouid  r^~  Lord  as  he  profeffes  to  be,  he  could  not  be  a  (Iran- 
have  Known  who  gcr  to  this  woman's  infamous  chara&er,  and  to  the  vi¬ 
and  whit  mm-  cious  courfe  of  life  that  flie  has  led ;  and  would  not  have 
**tattoudi-  ^,1^ere^  her  fo  much  as  totouch  him,  much  leis  to  handle, 
t-th  him :  tor  (he  wipe,  kifs,  and  anoint  his  feet,  left  he  fhould  be  defiled 
is  ^  limu.r.  thereby  1  for  flie  certainly  is  a  very  frandalutis  wretch. 


is  ^  finntr.  thereby;  for  flie  certainly  is  a  very  fcandalous  wretch. 

40  And  jefus  40  Then  Jcfus,  knowing  his  thoughts  as  perfe£Uy  as 
sniweHr.g .  (aid  jf  he  had  fpokcn  them  out,  and  defigning  to  return  an 
Phavefomewhu  an^wcr  t0  them,  faid  to  him,  Simon,  Thave  a  cafe  to 
id  fay  two  iii«.  lay  before  you.  The  Pharifee  immediately  replied. 
And  he  faith  ,  Pray,  fir,  go  on;  I  am  ready  to  hear  you. 
^i^Tbere^w**  41  Jefus  then  proceeded  to  propofe,  and  afk  his 
,  thoughts 

NOTES. 

■f  That  rhisltiflory,  ami  one  like  it  in  Mai*  which  wa*  bitt  fix  days  before  hU  laft  pafiiv 
x*v\.  7,  A  JWrir*  xiv.  3.  wltc  not  the  fame,  ver,  (Jobu  \ik  i.  Clc  the  note  on  Mat*  xxvu 
ft-em?  very  cvidcci :  Ureaulc,  aiter  tfc;s,  Jc~  he  continued  in  Betifixj  and  Jeritfi- 

/m  t vent  through  £wrj  cUy  i-Uiftgj  /*;.■,  (Mark  ij*  0,)  See  Whithy  on  the  place. 

Ac  (dap.  uii,  vi^rcas  after  that,  f  This 


hy  on. 

i>i  "rherc  u ras 


Ch,  vii. 

a  certain  treiiitor, 
which  tad  iw 
<kbir.es:  the  one 
owed  five  hun¬ 
dred  pence,  and 
the  other  fifty, 

41  Afrd  alien 
they  had  nothing 
to  pay,  he  frank¬ 
ly  forgave  them 
both.  Tell  roe 
therefore,  which 
of  them  will  love 
Mm  moll  - 


43  Simon  an- 
faird  and  £ih)* 
1  tuppulc,  that 
he  w>  whom  he 
forgave  mott* 
And  he  f*id  Unto 
him.  Thou  Li^tt 
rightly  judgciL 

44  And  he 
turned  10  liw  wo¬ 
man  ,  and  tetd 
imtuSimon,  Seeft 
tnouthii  wumaui 
1  entered  into 
thioe  hoirfc,  thou 
gjt\xd  me  no  wa¬ 
ter  for  my  ftet : 
hut  (he  hath  wattl¬ 
ed  my  feet  with 
tern,  and  wiped 
the*n  with  UK 

hairs  of  hex  head. 


45  Thou  gA- 
veLt  me  no  kill  : 
but  thtf  woman, 
Mice  the  time  1 
came  in,  hath  not 
ccafed  to  kil'j  my 
feet. 

46  Mine  head 
with  oil  Ihou 
dMtt  not  anoint : 
hut  thh  woman 
hatliaoointcH  my 
frd  with  oiui- 
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thoughts  upon,  the  following  paublc,  frying,  A  certain 
man  was  creditor  to  two  other  perfotis,  who  had  run  in 
debt  to  him  for  confiderable  fnms  of  money ;  but  one  of 
them  owed  him  ten  times  as  much  as  the  other. 

42  Apd  when  they  were  both  ib  very  poor,  that  nei¬ 
ther  of  them  had  any  thing  kit  toward  difebargmg  his 
own  debt,  the  creditor  in  his  great  goodnefs  and  com¬ 
panion  freely  forgave  each  of  thorn  the  whole:  Now 
what  I  dcGre  of  you  is,  to  tell  me  tredy,  which  ol  theie 
two  you  apprehend  will  have  the  gre.itcll  ailed  ion  for 
his  generous  benefaftor,  and  think  himfclf  molt  obliged 
to  teftify  his  gratitude  to  him. 

43  The  Pbarifee%  not  perceiving  what  Chrift  aimed 
at,  readily  anfwcrcd,  It  is  plain  to  me,  that  the  man  to 
whom  the  greateft  debt  was  forgiven  will  be  moll  f/nfi- 
bly  affefted  with  th’e  exceeding  kindnds  of  his  creditor, 
and  will  love  him  be  ft.  Jt-fus  replied,  You  are  certain¬ 
ly  in  the  right,  and  your  anfwer  is  undeniably  juft. 

44  Then  turning  and  pointing  to  the  woman,  at 
whom  the  Pbarifee  had  taken  offence,  Jcfus  laid  tt>  him, 
Simciit  apply  your  anfwcr  to  the  calc  of  this  wom.ai. 
Do  you  look  with  wonder,  and  with  ■:  carping  eye,  at 
what  flse  has  done?  It  is  becaufe  you  have  nor  luch  a 
fenfe  of  the  greatnefc  of  your  iins,  and  of  the  endearing 
mercy  of  iorgivenefs,  as  fhe  has,  tvbofe  love  has  far  fur- 
palled  your’s.  You,  who  think  yourfelf  more  holy  than 
your  neighbours,  have  indeed  invited  me  with  civility 
to  your  houfc ;  but  have  heen  wanting,  even  in  the  u:ual 
tokens  of  refpcct  f  to  invited  and  acceptable  guefts :  But 
flic,  who  looks  upon  hcrfelf  as  the  chief  of  tinners,  has 
abounded  and  exceeded  in  them  all,  You  have  not  fo 
much  as  given  me  a  link  water  to  watli  my  feet,  nor 
a  towel  to  wipe  them:  But  Ihe  has  wafned  my  feet,  not 
with  common  water,  but  with  her  own  affectionate  and 
penitential  tears,  and  has  ufed  the  very  hairs  of  her 
head  as  a  towel  to  wipe  them. 

45  You,  at  my  entrance  into  your  houfc,  did  not  fo 
much  .as  give  me  the  ufual  ^duration  of  friendflnp  in  a 
kifs:  But  this  woman,  whom  you  dcTpife  and  are  offend¬ 
ed  at,  has  been  in  a  manner  inceffamiy  killing  my  feet 
over  and  over  again,  in  token  of  her  humility  and  love. 

46  You  have  not  beftowed  upon  me  lo  much  as  com¬ 
mon  oil,  to  anoint  my  head,  in  token  of  your  rcfpeil: 
But  this  woman,  who  came  hither  to  pay  me  bottom, 
has  anointed  even  my  feet,  and  that  with  precious  oitu- 


lucur,  merit, 

NOTE, 

f  TbU  intimates  that  h  was  ditto  wary  with  the  Jrvts  fo  (Vw  iff]*  A  amt  kMeiccu 
10  their  welcome  £udlst  by  JaEutihg  them  with  a  kifs,  by  mi*  wjjuut'  ihciv 

ud  aDoiniiog  their  bc^da  with  oil  or  ibme  fine  wntnicm. 


7  & 


4?  Wbcrcfort 
I  lay  unto  ihec* 
Her  fins.  '* hid) 
mne  many  i  arc 
forght-p :  foe  fhe 
lovrd  imiew  :  Sut 
to  \rJio*«  Jittltf 
is  for^ii-'n,  ihc 
fatneluvcU)  liuie. 


4?  And  he  laid 

Pt:to  her,  Thy 
Gnj  arc  furgivm^ 


4p  And  they 
that  (at  at  meat 
with  him,  began 
to  hy  within 
tlwmftives,  Who 
if  thii  that  for^h 
VtUh  fmsalfo? 


50  And  he  (aid 
to  the  woman, 
lliy-  fckh L  hath 
hved  thee :  go  in 
peace.  ■ 
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ment,  as  thinking  nothing  too  much  to  be  done  for  me, 
or  too  coftly  to  be  bellowed  upon  me. 

47  Now  the  reafon  of  this  difference  betweeen  her 
behaviour  and  yoiu's  toward  me,  lies  in  the  different 
fenfe  ye  rcfpectivdy  have  of  the  greatneft  of  your  fins, 
and  of  the  neceffity,  worth,  and  obligation  of  a  full  and 
free  pardon.  I  therefore  tell  you,  Thefc  expreflions  of 
lfer  love  and  gratitude  are  a  plain  evidence,  that,  what* 
foever  fire  has  been,  her  many  fms  arc  now  gracioufly 
fbrg  <ven  her ;  +  for  Ihe  has  difeovered  a  moft  uncommon 
aftei  lion,  like  one  melted  with  the  thoughts  of  her  high 
obligation  to  me  for  the  remifGon  of  her  uncommon 
crimes;  But,  on  the  other  hand,  one  who,  ijke  you, 
thinks  lightly  of  his  (ins,  and  imagines  that  he  has  me¬ 
rit  enough  of  his  own,  very  near,  if  not  entirely,  to 
quit  {cores,  will  have  little  attention  for  me,  and  little 
fenfe  of  his  obligations  to  me;  but  will  treat  me  in  a 
cold  and  indifferent  manner,  as  you  have  done. 

48  Then  directing  his  words  immediately  to  the  wo¬ 
man  herfelf,  that  he  might  comfort  her  againft  the  di* 
ftrefe  of  her  own  fpirit,  and  again  ft  the  Pbarifets  frowns 
arid  cenfures,  he  fpoke  with  wonderful  endearment  and 
authority  to  her,  laying,  Thy  fins,  many  and  great  as 
they  have  been,  are  all  freely  remitted  to  thee- 

4p  At  the  hearing  of  this,  they  that  lat  at  table  with 
him  were  ftill  more  offended,  and  prefently  thought  in 
their  own  minds,  and  began  to  fay  privately  among 
themfdves,  («  What  muft  we  think  of  this  man, 

who  not  only  admits  fuch  a  vile  wretch  to  handle  and 
kifs  his  feet;  but  like  wife  pretends  thus  abfolutelyto 
affiime  to  himfelf  the  unalienable  prerogative  of  Cod, 
in  forgiving  Gns. 

50  But  (ft)  he  neverthelefs  perfifted  in  alluring  the 
woman  of  her  pardon,  faying.  Thou  art  brought  into  a 
Hate  of  fixation,  to  the  complete  remiflion  of  all  thy 
Gas,  through  faith  in  me;  do  not  be  difeouraged,  but 
go  home,  rejoicing  in  a  fenfe  of  the  abundant  grace 
which  I  have  extended  to  thee* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  unreafoTiihle  are  the  objections  of  infidelity  agaiult  Chrift  in  his  divine  and 
uving  chara&er*,  which  he  lias  fo  evidently  demo  nitrated  in  healing  all  manner 
of  ditVafes*  railing  the  dead*  and  pardoning  fins*  with  all  the  efficacy  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  a  God  i  How  tender  are  hit  companions  to  the  afflicted  and  ddtitute;  and 

how 


NOTE. 

t  The  parable,  of  which  this  is  the  ap*  bout  it*  And  in  this  manner  the  particle 
plication,  plainly  thews,  tUit  lur  bring  for  is  often  nfod,  as  particularly  in  Hof  i*. 
maebu  mentioned,  not  lithe  caufe  or  rta-  fj.  where  God  lays  of  Rfhrmwt  Ail  Mr 
fan,  but  as  the  cfTctt  and  erukntt,  of  her  vkkriatfsu  w  Cthalj  for  then  I  bated  fan. 
being  Corgtrai,  mad  of  her  apprehenfioas  a- 
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how  foyereign,  free.  And  plenteous,  is  bis  mercy  to  all  torts  of  finnrrs,  in  the  for- 
givenefs  of  multiplied  and  aggravated  iniquitiecl’  What  hi^-Ii  and  exalting  thuughts 
then  fhould  we  have  of  him !  what  abafing  thoughts  of  durfelves  before  bint :  ^nd 
what  pleafure  fboufd  we  take  in  doing  good,  on  all  occa  lions,  a'ter  his  ex  mole  1 
It  is  fyrtly  matter  of  great  importance  tor  us  to  inquire  afteT  Chrift,  that  v>  c  may 
know  who  and  what  he  is,  and  may  be  in  love  with  him,  ?ud  not  prejudiced  a- 
gatnft  him ;  and  be  is  ever  ready  to  inflruA  and  fatUfy  humble  and  inquiring  fouls, 
who  Ihould  never  think  the  worfe  of  him,  or  of  his  religion,  whatever  reproach¬ 
es,  Ioffes,  or  difficulties,  they  may  fuffer  for  his  fake,  or  how  much  totver  others 
may  be  offended  at  him,  and  may  perverfely  fet  t tu  mid ves  again  ft  t  m.  '1'he 
meek  he  will  teach  his  way,  that  they  may  be  witneffes  for  God  and  reli^on,  and 
maybe  made  wife  unto  faWation ;  while  Self-  righteous  and  felf-fuilieient  per  tons 
arc  in  the  greateft  danger  of  being  left  to  rejeft  God's  counfel,  to  their  own  con- 
fulinn !  And  O  what  a  wonderful  change  does  grace  make  upon  a  tinner's  heart 
and  life,  as  well  as  upon  his  tote  before  God,  in  the  full  ren.iffion  of  all  hi)  tins 
through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  !  what  great  humility,  relenting*,  and  godly  tor- 
row  for  fin !  what  ardent  uwc  to  Chrift,  and  earned  defires  to  ierve  and  honour 
him,  will  a  feofo  of  great  fonivends  iufpire  us  with  I  And  if  hr  fays  to  any  of 
us,  “  Your  fins  are  pardoned,  we  may  well  go  on  our  way  rejoicing. 


CHAP.  VIU. 


Chrift  preache}  in  fever al  placet ,  if— -4.  Sis  parable  of  the  fewer ,  with 
it  1  expHcaticriy  5, — 1  j.  His  parable  if  the  lighted  candle,  16, — iP. 
The  high  account  he  makes  of  hit  true  difciples ,  as  his  neareft  rela¬ 
tions,  19, — 22.  Be  lays  a  ftorm  at  jea,  23,— -25.  He  cafts  a  legion 
of  devils  out  if  a  man,  and  fuffer s  them  to  enter  a  herd  tf  Jwine , 
26, — 36.  He  tt  rejelled  by  the  Gadarenes,  37, — 40-  He  cures  a 
bloody-jhix,  and  raifes  Jairns* t  daughter  from  the  dead,  41, — 56. 


Text. 

And  k  Am* 

10  pafe  af¬ 
terward,  that  be 


wem  throughout 
tray  dty  and 
village ,  whack¬ 
ing,  aitdlvwulg 

the  gUd  tidings 
of  the  kingdom 
of  God  ;  god  the 
twelve  -jhtc  with 


%  And  eeneizi 
woiocn  ,  which 
had  b bai  healed 
of  cvUTpirils  and 
infirmities,  Marr 

cJled  Mar¬ 
lene,  out  of  whom 
brut  fern  4tfiU» 


Paraphrase* 

A  Pter  the  things  before -mentioned*  jefus  travelled* 
^  about  from  place  to  place*  through  many  cities, 
towns  and  villages*  taking  indefatigable  pains  in  pub* 
lifting  and  inforcing  among  the  people  the  belt  news 
that  ever  was  brought  to  tinners,  relating  to  their  falva- 
tioa  through  faith  in  him*  who  came  to  fet  up  a  king* 
dom  of  grace  in  this  world*  in  order  to  his  training  up 
fubje&s  for  the  kingdom  of  glory  in  the  world  to  come: 
And  the  twelve  difciples*  whom  he  had  choten  to  be  a* 
pottles*  ufually  accompanied  him*  as  his  domeftics* 
wherever  he  went. 

2  And  beGdes-  thefe  more  ttated  attendants*  there 
were  feveral  women  ol  confiderable  cir  cum  fiances  in  the 
world*  who*  as  they  had  opportunities*  followed  him* 
to  hear  arid  converfc  with  him*  they  haring  found  mer¬ 
cy  in  his  catting  devils  out  of  fome*  and  curing  the  dtf* 
eafes  of  others  of  them*  as  well  as  in  enlightening  and 
changing  their  minds  and  beans.  One  of  thefe  was 
the  remarkable  Mary  MagdaUm7  whom  he  had  in  a 
miraculous  way  delivered  from  the  power  of  many  evil 
fpiiits  that  had  taken  poflcfljun  of  her. 


3  There 
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3  Andjnanna 

tlit  vk  il'r  ofLhnii 

ftcvnnl, 
an d  Sillanna,  anil 
many  orhers  , 
willed 

uuio  liim  nf  Uttl? 

fublUacz* 


q.  And  ivhfli 
SDiidi  peuplc  were 
gathered  tnjje  - 
thtT,  and  were 
come  to  him  out 
t>f  mry  city,  lie-- 
fp^kt,  by  a  plia¬ 
ble; 

S  A  Tower 
went  out  to  ibw 
hi*  iced  :  and  us 
be  Towed  j  ibme 
fell  liy  ibe  way- 
fitlc;  and  it  was 
trodden  down  , 
and  the  fowls  of 
rhe  a*ir  devoured 
it* 


€  And  Tome 
fell  upon  a  rock  ; 
and  as  iboo  as  it 
was  fprung  op, 
it  wit  hint'd  aw^y> 
it  idCkecl 
sioifture* 


7  And  tame  fell 
among  thorns ; 
and  the  thorns 
jpMiig  up  with  Jt, 

aedchobed  it. 


S  And 

«h«r 

fill  Oil 

ground  ; 

and 

*P«ug  up, 

>  anr| 

3  There  wu  alfo  a  woman,  of  no  mean  figure,  whofe 
name  was  Joanna^  and  who  was  the  wife  of  Chuza  a 
Itcwani  or  office*  in  HcrviPs  court;  and  another  woman, 
named  Sufanrui;  with  feveraf  others,  which  accompa¬ 
nied  Jeftis,  not  as  his  domeftics  that  ufed  to  be  in  the 
fame  houfe  with  him,  but  as  friends  and  admirers  of 
him  and  his  doctrine:  And  as  be  humbled  himfelf  fo 
low  as  to  need  aifiitances  from  others,  unlefs  he  would 
be  continually  working  miracles  to  fnpport  bimfelf  mid 
the  upoftles  his  family;  fo  thefe  good  womcn^put  of 
their  great  refpect,  would  not  fufter  him  to  be  oirden- 
fomc  to  Grangers,  but  cheerfully  fupplied  him  at  their 
own  expence*  ,  - 

4  And  one  day,  when  abundance  of  people  were  come 
together  from  all  the  neighbouring  cities,  towns  and 
villages,  to  hear  him,  he  represented  the  nature  of  the 
gofpel -tHfpeiifati  on  to  them  by  the  following  fimilittfde, 
among  others*  (See  the  note  on  Mat ,  xiii*  3,) 

5  <(  A  certain  hufbandman  (faid  he)  went  forth  to 
fow  corn  in  his  field;  and,  as  he  was  calling  his  feed, 
fome  of  the  grains  fell  upon  a  hard  beaten  path,  and, 
not  being  covered  with  mould,  they  were  cither  trod  to 
pieces  hy  paffcagere,  or  picked  up  by  the  birds  ^—There¬ 
by  meaning,  that  whilft  be  or  any  of  his  fervants  are 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  all  forts  of  people,  fome  of  them 
arc  fo  carelefs,  ftupid,  and  hardened  in  their  iniquities, 
and  Satan  has  fuch  power  over  them,  that  it  makes  no 
manner  of  impreffion  upon  them* 

<5  w  Other  parts  of  the  feed  fell  upon  a  bed  of  ftoncs, 
covered  over  with  only  a  very  thin  lay  of  earth,  which 
gave  it  an  opportunity  of  fpringing  up  prcfently ;  but  it 
withered  away  for  want  of  a  fuificient  depth  in  the 
ground,  and  moifturc  enough  to  chcrifli  the  roots:” — 
Thereby  meaning,  that  others  hear  the  word  with  fome 
flirtings  in  their  affections;  hut  it  having  not  entered 
into  their  hearts,  and  worked  effectually  there,  a  day  of 
perfection  and  temptation  foon  blafls  and  deftroys  all* 

7  Other  grains  were  fcattered  among  weeds  and 
thorns,  and  began  to  fpring  up  together  with  them ;  but 
thefe  foon  got  head  of  the  corn,  overtopped  and  choked 
it,  fo  thnr  it  came  to  nothing  :”—Thereby  meaning, 
that  other  hearers  of  the  gofpel  go  ftiU  further,  under 
the  power  of  ftroifg-  coiivi&ions,  in  fome  hafty  refolu- 
rinns  for  the  prefent;  and  yet  the  bnfmefs,  cares,  pof- 
fclUons,  and  pleaiurcs  of  life,  have  fuch  a  fuperior  power 
over  them  as  to  ttifle  all  again* 

8  But  there  were  fome  other  parts  of  the  feed  that 
fefi  into  a  good  fort  of  earth,  where  it  fprang  up,  grew, 

and 


bare  fruit  an  haft* 
drtd  fold*  Altd 
when  he  had  Jaid 
thefe  thing*,  he 
tried,  H«  that 
hah  ears  to  hear, 
let  him  hear. 
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and  thrived,  and  produced  a  very  large  crop,  Tome  of  it 
to  an  hundred-fold  increafe  — Thereby  m eanirp,  that 
there  are  other  hearers  who  receive  the  truth  m  :ihe 
love  of  it  into  their  very  hearts,  they  bring  lealbi.ed 
with  grace;  and  it  becomes  exceeding  fruitful  in  tiscir 
lives.  And,  at  the  clofe,  Jefus,  to  awaken  the  people’s 
inquiry  into  the  meaning  and  importance  of  tht  parable, 
laid,  Wbofoevcr  is  capable  and  defirous  of  being  in- 
ftrufted  in  things  that  concern  his  own  iuivation,  let 
him  ferioufiy  conOder  what  I  hare  been  laving. 

9  Our  Lord  having  delivered  this  parable,  as  he  did 
feveral  others,  without  explaining  it  to  the  people ;  the 
apoflles,  and  fame  of  his  other  difciplcs,  took  an  oppor¬ 
tunity,  when  he  was  alone,  to  dclire  that  he  would  pleafe 
to  open  to  them  what  he  meant  by  it.  (Mari  iv.  to.) 

10  He  anfwcring  told  them,  That  God,  in  hjs  diftin- 
Untoyou  It  isei-  guiOiing  favour,  had  given  them  an  heart  to  deiire,  feet 
vc“  “  k‘l0“  jf®  after,  and  underfiand,  the  great  things  of  the  gofpel- 
nijr  »e*  «_  ®  kingdom,  pertaining  to  his  glory  and  their  own  falva- 


g  And  hu  dif- 
tipks  3 iked  him, 
hying  ,  Wtat 
mi^ht  thi*  pari- 
hkhtl 


10  And  be  faul. 


kingdom  of  God; 
bet  to  other*  in 
parable* ;  tbn 
feebly  they  might 
not  fee,  and  hear¬ 
ing  they  might 
not  under  ft  a  nd- 


1 1  Mow  the 
parable  u  this: 
The  teed  is  the 
word  of  God. 


k  Thofe  by 
the  wiy-fide,  ai* 
they  tbit  bear: 
then  GomctX  the 
devil,  and  taketh 
aura y  the  word 
out  of  their 
heart  I,  left  they 
fltoulribcUevtaAd 
be  (lived* 


tion,  which  were  all  entire  fecrets  till  he  came  to  reveal 
(hem,  and  are  (till  ftraoge  things  to  carnal  and  unbelie¬ 
ving  hearts  that  are  prejudiced  againft  them  and  cannot 
fee  thdr  true  excellence  and  glory,  and  which  continue 
to  be  incomprehenfible  in  fome  rdpeds  even  to  thofe 
that  are  enlightened  by  his  fpirit  as  well  as  by  his  word: 
But,  faid  be,  1  reprefemed  thefe  things  to  others  only 
in  a  fimtlitude,  without  explaining  it,  that  as,  through 
wilful  perverfenefs  and  ohftinacy,  they  fliut  their  eyes 
and  harden  their  hearts  againft  my  plainer  inftruftions, 
they  may  be  righteoufly  left  under  tlte  power  of  their 
chofen  ftupidiry  and  blindnefs;  and  fo  the  awful  prophe¬ 
cy  (if a.  lxix.  0.)  may  be  fulfilled  in  them,  as  a  people 
that  fee  and  hear  the  nod  plain  and  important  truths 
in  the  miniitry  of  the  word,  and  yet  do  nor  truly  difeern 
them  nor  define  to  be  acquainted  with  them. 

1 1  Then  he  explained  the  parable  to  his  difciples, 
faying,  The  feed  fown  reprefented  the  doctrines  of  the 
gofpet,  wbich  the  great  Prophet  of  the  church  came  forth 
to  preaeh,  in  his  perfonal  miniftry,  and  by  the  mini- 
ftry  of  his  Servants. 

11  TheperfoTis  meant  by  the  hard  beaten  path,  into 
which  the  feed  did  not  enter,  were  thofe  hearers  of  the 
gofpel  upon  whom  it  makes  no  good  imprtfEon  through 
the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts;  fo  that  Satan  obtain*  his 
will  upon  them,  and  effectually  deprives  them  of'  all 
benefit  by  what  they  hear,  turning  off  their  thoughts 
from  it,  left  it  fhould  prove  the  means  of  their  being 
brought  to  believe  to  the  laving  cf  their  fouls. 

n  The 


So 

x%  They  on 
ihe  rock  art  thej 
vhidi,  wtoi  they 

hor,  nee-rive  the 
«<?rd  wi:h  joy  \ 
■n4  theic  hi vo 
uq  ru  it,  which 
for  a  while  bt> 
uul  in  tiisc 
of 'ciHptailon  fill 

a«;*y* 

1  +  Anil  that 

whit; 1 1  filirfilKing 

[horns  ire  they 
which,  when  they 
hn^  head ,  go 
forth ,  and  tov 
clicked  with 
cue$  suid  riches, 
and  plcjforis  of 
#4cj  life,  and  bring 
jio  fruit  to  per- 
fcfhon. 

IS  Uuttlintoa 
the  good  ground 
arc  they)  which 
io  an  huicll  and 
good  heart,  ha¬ 
ving  heard  the 
word,  k<xp  it, 
and  bring  forth 
fnjii  with  pati¬ 
ence. 


itf  No  min 
when  he  huh 
ligliLid  1  Ciildic, 
covercth  it  with 
a  veffil,  or  put* 
teth  U  umter  a 
Led*  hut  &ucth 
it  on  i  cnuiii- 
JMek  ,  that  they 
which  enter  to 
may  fa  the  light. 
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13  The  perfons  lignified  by  the  rocky  ground)  oa 
which  the  corn  fprang  tip  at  firft,  but  foon  withered  for 
want  of  depth  and  moifture  to  cherifli  the  root,  were 
thafe  hearers  that  attend  to  the  word ;  and,  having  ftarts 
of  joyous  affections  under  it,  take  up  fome  fhdden  re- 
folutions  to  comply  with  it ;  hut,  for  want  of  a  princi¬ 
ple  of  grace  in  their  hearts,  as  foon  as  temptations,  re¬ 
proaches,  and  fufferings  for  the  gofpej,  oefal  them, 
they  are  dlflieartened,  and  turn  apoftates. 

14  And  the  perfons  deferibed  hy  the  ground  in  which 
thorns  and  weeds  fprang  up  with  the  corn  and  choked 
it,  were  l'ucb  as,  under  the  hearing-of  the  word,  have 
promising  appearances  of  receiving  the  truth  in  the  love 
of  it}  but  as  foon  as  they  return  again  to  the  affairs  of 
this  prefent  life,  their  fuperior  attachment  to  its  hufimis 
and  hurries,  riches  and  pica fures,  overpower  their  con¬ 
cern  about  their  fouls,  fo  that  nothing  is  effe&ually 
brought  to  pafs  for  God’s  glory  and  their  own  falvaiion. 

15  But  he  told  them,  that  the  perfons  represented  by 
the  good  foil,  which  produced  a  plentiful  harveft,  were 
thole  hearers,  whole  hearts,  being  thoroughly  changed 
by  the  grace  of  God,  receive  rhe  doctrine  of  the  gofpel 
with  a  fincere  faith,  and  upright  delire  of  improving  it 
and  profiting  by  it  to  all  the  practical  purpofes  for  which 
it  is  defigned  }  and,  having  thus  received  it,  they  retain 
it,  prize  it,  and  make  frequent  reflections  upon  it,  that 
it  may  have  its  proper  influence  upon  them,  even  after 
the  fenfible  joy  is  gone  which  they  had  in  hearing  it ; 
and  forhey  habitually  and  perfe  voting!  y  bring  forth  fruits 
of  righteoufnefs  to  God  in  great  abundance,  and  that 
with  a  holy  calmnefs  and  fortitude  of  ipirit  under  all 
the  trihulaiions  and  perfections  they  may  meet  with 
for  their  holy  profetiion. 

16  Chritl,  having  thus  clearly  and  fully  explained  all 
thefe  things  to  his  difciples,  proceeded  to  intimate  their 
duty,  as  to  fpreading  abroad  that  fight  to  others,  in  their 
lives  anJ  preaching,  which  they  had  received,  or  might 
further  receive,  from  him}  faying,  As  a  man  never 
ufes  to  light  a  candle  with  a  deflgn  to  conceal  or  hide  it 
under  a  bulhel,  or  in  any  ohfeure  place  where  it  cannot 
he  fecn ;  but  fets  it  up  vtfihly  in  a  candleltick,  that  fuch 
as  come  into  the  room  may  have  the  heneflt  of  its  light : 
So  I  have  given  you  thefe  indrucltons,  not  that  ye 
lhould  fmother  them  in  your  own  bofoms,  or  keep  them 
to  yourfetves}  but  that  ye  may  communicate  them,  both 
by  word  and  example,  on  all  proper  occafiuns,  to  others, 
for  thrir  knowledge  and  practice,  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  their  fd  vat  ion. 


17  For 
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17  For  potbin  t- 
is  fccreMltmt  fhall 
not  be  made  ma- 
nifctt ;  neither  a- 
ny  thing  hid  tltft 
fhlll  nor  be 
known  and  coeic 
abroad* 

18  Take  heed 
therefore  how  ye 
hear:  for  whom¬ 
ever  hathj  to  him 
lli all  be  given  > 
and  vhofuerer 
fiith  not,  from 
him  fhafl  he  ta¬ 
ken  even  that 
*hich  he  fieemeth 
id  have. 


ip  Thai  cvne 
to  him  hit  mo¬ 
ther  and  his  bre¬ 
thren,  and  conld 
not  come  at  him 
for  the  pittfi- 


%o  And  it  was 
told  hi ea  by  ctr- 
terw,  which  faid, 
Thy  mother  and 
thy  brethren  fiend 
without,  defiling 
to  fee  thee. 

1 1  And  he  an¬ 
swered  and  laid 
onto  them,  My 
mother  and  my 
brethren  vk  thefe 
uhich  hear  the 
un+dof  God,  acid 
do  it*  - 
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17  For  what  foe  Ter  I  fecretly  communicate  In  my  in- 
ftructious  to  you,  mutt  hereafter  he  publicly  preached 
by  you,  wherever  ye  go  $  and  nothing  that  I  now  fpeak 
with  obfeuriry,  under  the  covert  of  unexplained  fitni- 
litudes,  fhall  be  always  concealed  \  hut  ye  in  due  time' 
mult  publHh  it,  with  the  great  eft  freedom  and  plain* 
nets,  to  the  whole  world. 

1 9  As  ever  therefore  ye  would  dread  anfwering  for 
the  contrary  another  day,  when  every  fecret  thing  {hall 
be  brought  into  judgment,  take  heed  in  what  manner, 
and  to  what  purpofes,  ye  hear  the  great  things  of  my 
gofpel ;  for  he  that  heartily  receives  the  truth,  and 
faithfully  improves  his  light  to  the  good  of  others, 
{hall  have  a  ftill  further  increafe  of  undemanding  and 
a  finances  for  his  own  and  their  advantage but  who- 
foever  *  thinks  lightly  of  the  truth,  and  do  not  concern 
himfclf  about  making  a  right  ufe  of  it,  for  the  profi¬ 
ting  of  others,  fhall  lofe  even  the  good  notions  he  he- 
forc  had,  and  be  left  to  give  them  up  for  their  oppofue 
errors,  being  neither  cftablHhcd  in  them,  nor  favingly 
benefited  by  them,  as  before  he  might  feem  to  have 
been. 

19  At  another  time,  as  Jefus  was  preaching  in  an 
houfe,  and  was  furrounded  with  a  vaft  multirude  of 
people,  { Mark  lit,  30,  31.}  his  mother,  and  others  of 
his  near  eft  kindred,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth .  xiu  46.) 
came  thitber  to  fpeak  with  him  \  but  could  not  get  near 
enough,  the  crowd  being  fo  very  great. 

20  Then  fome  of  the  company  informed  him,  that 
his  mother,  with  feveral  other  relations,  who  were  call¬ 
ed  his  brethren,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth ,  xii,  46.)  were 
waiting  abroad,  and  wanted  to  change  a  few  words 
with  him. 

2!  But  (*•)  inftead  of  anfwering  them  dire&ly,  he, 
in  his  ufual  way  of  giving  things  a  fpiritual  turn,  took 
that  occafion  to  eaiprefs  the  afFe£tion  he  bore  ro  his 
true  difciples  j  and,  pointing  to  them,  faid,  Thefe 
who  receive  and  yield  themfelves  up  irnro  my  divine 
teaching,  are  nearer  and  dearer  to  me  than  any  rela¬ 
tions  according  to  the  flefli }  and  whilft  I  am  engaged 
in  my  heavenly  Fathers  work,  for  his  glory  and  their 
fpiritual  benefit,  I  cannot  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  interrupt¬ 
ed  by  the  refpeft  that  I  owe  to  an  earthly  parent,  or  any 
other  relation  in  the  other  world.  (See  the  note  on 
Mark  ili.  34.) 

22  And 


N  0  T  % 

*  Ont  Lord  Iw*  fptaks  not  of  rpccial  ft-  we  receive  from  him,  that  we  might  com- 
vin;>  grace,  but  of  fpiritual  sifm,  and  parti-  monicite  it  to  others,  a,  appear i  from  tUc 
cularty  of  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  which  whole  icopc  of  the  Jiftourie, 

Vo  I-  II.  t  * 


8i 

n  Nowit  earns 
to  pafi  on  a  cer¬ 
tain  day,  that  he 
went  into  a  (hip 
with  hUdiTcxplef, 
and  he  fall  onto 
them,  X*cLiU£0 
over  unto  the  a* 
ther  fide  of  die 
lake.  Ami  ihejr 
bunched  frith* 
but  a* they 
filled,  be  fell  a- 
flocp*  and  there 
oame  down  a 
flonu  of  « ind  on 
the  Ute,  aiid 
they  were  filled 
'witb  ttn/^r,  aod 
were  in  jeopardy* 

a4  And  they 
came  to  him,  and 
afcokc  him,  fry¬ 
ing,  Jtf  after,  im- 
fter,  wc  pertfb* 
*J1ien  he  arofe, 
and  rehtiked^thc 
wind,  and  then* 
glog  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  ;  and  they 
ecafrdj  and  there 
vu  a  calnK 

tf  And  ho 
£ud  unto  them, 
Where  is  your 
frith  ?  and  they 
being  afraid,  won¬ 
dered,  faying  one 
to  another.  What 
manner  of  man 
ii  this*  for  he 
coramandctb  e- 
ven  the  winds 
and  water  and 
they  obey  him. 


if  And  they 
arrived  at  the 
country  of  the 
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22  And  (“')  on  anothet  oceaGon,  when  Jefus  had 
been  much  employed  in  preaching  and  working  mira¬ 
cles,  and  great  numbers  crouded  about  him,  {Mark 
it.  35,  36.)  he  took  boat  with  his  difbiples,  and  order¬ 
ed  them  to  pa£  over  the  lake  of  Gennefarctb  to  the  op- 
polite  fhore  7  accordingly  they  put  off,  and  fleered  their 
courfe  thither,  at  his  command.  - 

13  But  while  they  were  making  the  belt  of  their  way, 
he,  as  a  man  of  like  bodily  infirmity  with  ourfeivei, 
baaing  been  fatigued  by  labours,  lay  down  with  his 
head  upon  a  pillow,  and  fell  faft  2 Deep,  (fee  the  note 
on  Matih. viii,  20. )j  and,  as  he  was  fleeping,  there 
arofe  a  terrible  florin  of  wind,  which  all  on  a  fudden 
caufed  fucb  a  fwelling  fea,  that  the  boat  was  almoft 
filled  with  water,  and  m  the  ntmoft  danger  of  being 
funk. 

24  Then  the  difciples  ran  to  him  in  a  great  fright, 
and,  waking  him,  cried  out,  Lord,  have  companion 
upon  us,  arife  fpeedily  for  our  help,  we  are  this  mo¬ 
ment  juft  on  the  point  of  being  loft  :  And  4  hey  no 
fooner  call  therafelves  upon  his  care  in  their  diftrefs, 
but  he  got  up,  and,  with  the  majefty  of  a  God,  char¬ 
ged  the  wind  to  ceafe,  and  the  wares  to  rage  no  more, 
and  immediately  they  obeyed  their  forercign  Lord: 
The  wind  was  calm,  and  the  waters  became  finooth 
and  ffilL 

25  And  having  thus  wrought  fa  Ira  don  for  them,  he 
reprored  them  for  their  unbelief,  laying,  Where  was 
your  dependance  upon  my  power  and  goodnefe,  after 
all  the  miraculous  proofs  I  have  given  of  them  I  What, 
did  ye  think  that  I  was  not  able  to  help  you,  or  had  no 
care  or  concern  for  you,  becaufe  I  waB  afleep  ?  Could 
not  ye  remember,  that  the  great  Watchman  of  Jfrael 
neither  (lumbers  nor  fleeps  ?  Or  did  ye  confider  me  as 
no  more  than  a  man,  that  ye  fo  fhamefully  Aiftrnfted 
my  care?  upon  whieb  they  were  filled  with  awful  re¬ 
verence  and  amazement  at  their  wonderful  deliverance, 
and  with  confufion  and  Oiame  for  the  diffidence  and 
the  terror  that  they  had  fo  iinfully  given  way  to ;  and 
they  raid  one  to  another,  what  fort  of  perfon  is  this  F 
finely  he  mull  be  more  than  a  mere  man  j  for  he  has 
a£ted  the  part  of  the  fovereign  Lord  of  uuiveifal  na¬ 
ture,  and  even  the  winds  and  waves  were  forced,  in  an 
fbftartt,  to  ftop  their  furious  courfe  at  bis  command. 

26  Soon  after  this,  they  got  fafe  to  the  fliorc  for 
which  they  were  bound,  and  which  lay  in  the  country 


Ch.  viii. 

Gadarenes,  which 
is  over  -  Sgainft 
Galilee. 

ay  And  when 
he  went  forth  to 
land,  there  met 
him  out  of  the 
city,  a  certain 
man  which  had 
devils  long  time, 
and  ware  no 
(Iotbesr  neither 
abode  in  aay 
houl^  hut  in  the 
tombs* 

ill  'When  he 
(aw  Jefos,  he 
cried  out,  and  fell 
down  before  Mm* 
and  with  a  loud 
Toh-efaid,  Whst 
have  I  to  do  with 
thee.  Jrfi*  thou 
.Son  of  God  mod 
high?  1  befeech 
I  Lee  torment  me 
not. 
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of  the  Gadarents  *,  a  heathen  land,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  lake  oppofitc  to  Galilee. 

27  And  upon  Chrilt’s  landing  there,  he  met  with  a 
man,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark  v.  6.)  who  was  formerly 
(d t*c jn  inhabitant  of  an  adjacent  town,  but 
had  been  a  great  while  lb  miferably  polTelTed  and  har- 
raJTed  by  dnrils,  that  he  ran  about  like  a  furious  mad¬ 
man,  would  keep  no  clothes  upon  his  back,  nor  dwelt 
inanyhoufe;  but  continually  roved  through  dc folate 
places,  among  the  fepulchrcs  of  the  dead,  to  the  terror 
of  all  who  palfed  that  way, 

28  When  this  poor  miferable  wretch  fet  his  eyes  up¬ 
on  Jefus,  he  immediately  roared  our,  under  the  power 
of  the'  indwelling  devil;  and,  running  toward  our 
.Lord,  threw  himfelf  down  at  hi9  feet,  and  the  evil  fpi- 
rit,  fpeakiog  in  the  man,  cried  out  with  a  loud  and 
hideous  voice,  being  forced  by  a  fuperior  power  to  ex- 
prefs  his  own  terror,  faying,  O  thou  Jefus,  whom  I 
know  to  be  the  Son  of  the  moll  high  God,  1  dread  thy 
power,  and  defire  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  thee  ;  but 
furely  the  time  for  my  full  torments  is  not  yet  come,  I 
therefore  earneftly  beg  thou  wouldll  not  inflict  them 


upon  me  now.  - 

29  He  faid  thisbeeaufeCbrill  had  already  command¬ 
ed  him  to  depart  f  from  the  man,  whom  he  had  fo 
long  and  fo  cruelly  pofTdled :  For  this  vile  fpirit  had 
often  thrown  him  into  fucb  an  ungovernable  fury,  that 
though  feveral  attempts  were  made  to  fallen  him  down, 
and  fecure  him  in  chains  and  fetters,  he  was  tooftrong 
to  be  held  by  them,  and,  breaking  loofe,  was  hurried 
away  into  the  moll  melancholy  and  defolate  part  of  the 
country.  . 

30  Then,  that  the  ftanders-bye  might  have  the  more 

ll  e  o  And  *Iefu*  thoughts  of  this  poor  man's  mifery,  and  of 

_  ^  -La  nnmee  in  si  a  E 1  wpri  n  it  lit  m  .  » 


19  (For  fac  had 
commanded  the 
unclean  fpirit  to 
Come  out  of  the 
man.  For  of* 
icoiima  it  hud 
caught  him  ; 
And  he  was 
kept  bound  with 
4haifti»  >nd  In 
frttercj  and  he 
brake  the  bands, 
and  was  driven 
of  the  drril  imo 


*  In  Mattb,  viii.  »B.  U  is  called  the  coun¬ 
try  of  the  whole  inhabitants  foM 

fuppofe  were  UK  indent  OirgafiUtsr  men¬ 
tioned  in  DtvL  vii.  f*  This  country  of  tho 
G  crufts*  included  that  of  the  CadartntS; 
And  fo  it  appeals  that  the  place  where 
Chrtfl  landed  was  in  that  part  which  was 
called  the  country  of  the  QaddMtS* 

t  As  our  Lord’s  catling  out  devaUUofteri 
diflinguUhtd  from  bis  healing  dilcafcs;  lb 
there  are  feveral  thing!  mentioned  in  the 
ftoryof  this  man,  that  car-not  he  account¬ 
ed  fur  by  tuy  tiitrt  diftanper  ubstrocw* 

l1 


nor  made  common  <5mfc  or,  without  fiippn- 
Cng  him  10  he  poiletled  of  ihr  devil  i  As 
particularly',  when  he  Jays  his  name  is  le¬ 
gion,  and  cx  pullulates  with  Chrtfl  far  com¬ 
ing  to  torment  them  before  their  time;  and 
when  they  JiHreatcd  that  they  nrigln  not  he 
ient  out  of  that  country*  and  nJkort  his 
leave  to  enter  into  the  twine,  and,  upon  per- 
miflion  obtained,  a£hial*y  entered  iutn  the  m;- 
nor  can  wc  rafonabty  frppofc  that  any  tlaf-* 
could  add  fucli  ftrcugth  to  this  ima, 
that  no  chains  or  fetters  could  b&d  hua. 
See  the  note  on  Aftf/i*  iv*  *4. 

2 


84 

ttmfc  miny  devils 
were  entered  into 

31  And  they 
jbrftntght  him 
th^t  he  would  not 
command  them 
to  j?>oot  into  the 
deep* 


that  he 


3*  And  there 
vu  ( here  to  herd 
<rf  many  fwine 
feeding  on  the 
mountain ;  anti 
they 
him 

would  f>  Her  them 

to  cater  into 
thetn,  And  he 
faltered  them. 


33  Tlicn  went 
the  devil*  out  of 
the  man,  and  en¬ 
tered  into  the 
Twine;  and  the 
brrd  ran  violent¬ 
ly  down  a  Keep 
pbtc  into  the 
lake,  and  were 
choked 

34  Wlienthey 
that  fed  them 
law  what  was 
done,  they  fled, 
and  vent  and 
told  friu  thecky. 
and  iu  the  coun¬ 
ty 

3*  Then  they 
went  put  to  fee 
what  was  done ; 
and  came  to  Jc- 
fus,  and  fmind 
the  man  out  of 
whom  the  devil* 
were  departed, 
fitting  at  the  feet 
of  Jefus,  clothed, 
and  m  his  right 
mind:  and  they 
were  afraid. 

They  a'fo 
which  fiw  i/j 
told  them  by 
what 


Thu* 


U{  TW  as- 
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dof  one  only,  bur  a  great  many  devils  were  at  that 
time  in  poflelEon  of  the  man,  under  one  of  their  chiefs. 
{See'the  note  on  Mark  v.  9.) 

3 1  Hereupon  the  whole  legion,  finding  that  they 
could  not  refift  Chnft’s  power,  joined  in  their  requeft, 
that,  upon  catting  them  out  of  this  man,  he  would  not 
fend  them  hack  to  hell,  to  be  confined  in  the  bottom- 
left  pit  *  ;  but  ( Mark  v.  id.)  would  fuffer  them  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  country  of  th e.Gadareiusy  where  they  had 
hitherto  ruled,  with  great  power. 

33  And  as  there  was  at  that  time  a  great  herd,  of 
about  two  thoufand  fwine,  grazing  upon  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  hill  by  the  fea.fide,  the  devils,  knowing  that  they 
could  do  nothing  without  Cbrift’s  leave,  earnettly  beg¬ 
ged  him  to  permit  their  taking  poficilion  of  that  herd  : 
And  he  fuffered  them  to  enter  into  the  fwine,  and  do 
their  worft  againft  them,  as  a  righteous  pumihment 
upon  fome,  and  as  a  juft  and  merciful  rebuke  anJ  trial 
to  others  of  that  country.  (See  rhe  note  on  Matth . 
viii.  32.) 

33  No  fooner  had  oar  Lard  ordered  the  devils  to  go 
out  of  the  man,  without  laying  any  further  re  ft  rain  t 
upon  them,  but  they,  acting  according  to  their  own 
vile  malicious  temper,  wentdireftly  and  took  polfeQion 
of  the  whole  herd  of  fwine ;  upon  which  they  were  all 
immediately  feized  with  a  pbrenzy,  and  ran  furioufly 
down  a  precipice  into  the  fea  of  Galilee ,  where  they 
were  fuffocated  and  loft. 

34  The  fwine-herds  feeing  this,  were  terribly  affright¬ 
ed  at  it,  and  ran  with  all  hafteto  tell  it,  as  a  piece  of 
wonderful  news  to  all  the  people  they  could  meet  with 
in  the  neighbouring  city  and  country,  wherever  they 
wenr. 

35  Which  when  the  people  heard,  their  curiofity  and 
concern  carried  them  out  to  fee  what  truth  there  was 
in  the  ftrange  report  that  had  been  made  to  them  ;  and 
coming  to  the  place  where  Jefus  was,  they  faw  him,  and 
the  man  whom  he  had  djfpoffefled  of  the  infernal  le¬ 
gion,  fitting  at  his  (feet,  regularly  clothed,  rational, 
compoted  and  calm  in  his  mind  like  other  men  :  And 
they  who  before  had  often  feen  him  running  about  na¬ 
ked,  raving,  and  galhing  himfclf,  now,  beholding  fuch  a 
great  and  liidden  alteration  in  him,  were  {truck  with 
awful  amazement. 

36  And  fome,*  who  faw- all  that  had  pa  (Ted  from  the 
beginning,  told  them  bow  Jefus  had  reliored  him  to 

his 

NOTE. 

e*s»,  Uic  cxpreffioDhcre  ulld,  is  rcn-JcieJ,  hie  lie  W/i  fi.  Rrr.ix.  3. 


cb.  viii. 

vhal  means  be 
dut  was  poflHbd 
of  [he  devils  was 
)  »calcd. 


3T  Then  the 
whole  roaiUit&de 
of  the  country 
of  the  Gadaitnes 
ruitnddHMit,  be* 
iuiigfathiin  to  de¬ 
pan  from  them , 
i'wt  they  were  ta¬ 
ken  w.fh  great 
ftps:  amt  he  went 
up  into  the  (hip, 
sod  returned  back 
agaiu. 


38  Now  the 
man  out  of  whom 
the  devils  were 
departed  ,  be  * 
ftnnht  him  that 
he  might  be  with 
him:  but  Jrfui 
fent  him  away, 
laving, 

$$  Return  to 
thine  own  houfe, 
anil  (hew  how 
great  things  God 
hath  done  unto 
ti  And  he 
went  hU  .way, 
a  od  puttUbod 
throughout  the 
whole  city,  how 
great  things  Jefui 
had  done  unto 
him. 
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bis  fenfes,  by  carting  out  the  devils  that  before  had 
poflefled  him,  and  bow  he  had  permitted  thofe  evil  fpirits 
to  fulfil  their  defire  of  entering  into  the  fwtne,  upon 
which  they  were  harried  down  the  bill  into  the  fea, 
where  they  were  all  drowned* 

?7  The  GadareneS}  having  heard  the  whole  ftoiy* 
ar.d  loving  their  fwine  and  their  fins  more  than  Chuft 
and  their  own  fouls,  were  more  afraid  of  him  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  toft  by  the  devils,  under  his  per  million* 
than  pleafed  with  the  good  he  had  done,  and  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  Hill  further  doing  among  them  ;  and  therefore* 
mftead  of  deGring  him  to  flay  with  them,  that  he 
might  retrain  the  powers  of  darknefs  from  doing 
them  any  further  imlchief,  and  might  fave  them  from 
their  fins,  and  from  the  wrath  of  God,  they  all  impor* 
tuned  him  to  depart  from  their  country,  that  they 
might  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  him  ;  and  he  gave 
them  up  to  their  own  choice,  and  going  aboard  a  veffel, 
returned  back  over  the  fea  of  Galilee* 

38,  39  But  (h)  the  man  out  of  whom  the  devils  were 
call,  eameftly  begged  that  he  might  go  along  with  Jefus, 
and  fo  continuing  under  his  gracious  care,  might  be 
fecured  againft  their  iniuGblt,  as  well  as  vifiblc  power 
over  him,  might  receive  inftru&ions  about  a  ftill  bet-* 
ter  faJvation,  and  might  go  away  from  that  wicked 
people,  who  would  not  content  that  Cbrift  fhould  Hay 
with  them :  However,  Jefus  would  ndr  allow  of  his  at¬ 
tending  him,  left  it  fhould  look  like  oftentation  and 
rain-glory;  but  ordered  him  to  go  home,  and  rell  his 
countrymen  *  and  acquaintance  what  a  wonderful  de¬ 
liverance  God  had  wrought  for  him,  that  they  might 
be  turned  from  idols  to  ferve  the  living  and  true  God : 
Accordingly  he  obeyed  Chrift^  command ;  and  return¬ 
ing  home,  took  alt  opportunities  of  relating  to  every 
one  he  met  with,  in  Gadara9  and  the  reft  of  the  cities 
iti  DecapoiiSf  (fee  the  notion  AZariv.zc.)  what  a  gra¬ 
cious,  miraculous,  and  god-like  deliverance  Jefus  had 
wrought  for  him,  which  was  in  effect  the  fame  as  if  he 
had  faid.  Which  God  had  wrought  for  him,  becaufe 
Jefus,  who  worked  it  by  his  own  power,  was  indeed 
the  true  God. 

40  Now  upon  the  return  of  Jefus  hack  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  fca  of  Gal\kty  the  people,  who  were  ftill 
waiting  there,  in  hope  of  his  coming  to  them  again, 

were 

T  E, 

rifitSf  nor  feem  to  f«k  hi*  own  glory ;  but 
having  wrought  one  imunig  th£  liathcnj,  he 
nrdcTCri  it  to  be  publijhnl,  a*  the  of 

bringing  others  to  believe  in  him* 


40  And  ■  it 
canietopafs,  that 
when  Jefus  was 
TCl'.irncdjOttprn* 

pic 

N  O 

*  When  our  fjflttf  wrought  wonderful 
uwks  \n  Jtufttiy  he  ufually  oracm!  that  they 
lh>u!d  not  be  dirutgcd,'  bccaofc  h«  would 
ual  uec^lciily  pry vote  ;ht  fttibes  and  Pta* 


86 

pie  receiv¬ 

ed  him;  fof  thcjr 
were  all  waiting 
/or  him. 

4*  And  be¬ 
hold  there  came 
1  mui  named 
Jalrus,  aod  ha 
was  a  ruler  of 
me  fynaeogue  i 
and  he  feU  down 
at  jcfiu  feet,  and 
befought  him  that 
he  would  come 
into  his  honfc ; 

4a  Tor  he  had 
one  only  diiijrh- 
ter*  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  and 
flie  by  a  dy¬ 
ing-  (Hut  as  he 
went,  (he  people 
thronged  him. 

43  And  a  wo¬ 
man  having  an 
a  flue  of  bipod 
twelve  years  » 
which  had  /pent 
oil  her  living  u- 
pon  physicians, 
neither  could  b$ 
healed  of  any, 

^4,  Came  behind 
him*  and  touch¬ 
ed  the  border  rf 
his  garment;  and 
immediately  her 
itTuc  of  bipod 
Himched, 


45  And  Jefo* 
find,  Who  touch¬ 
es  me :  When 
all  denied,  Peter, 
and  they  that 
were  with  him, 
laid.  Matter,  the 
multitude  ibrantr 
|hpct  and  prefi 
the?}  841 4  fayed 
thou 
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were  exceeding  glad  to  fee  him,  and  received  him  joy¬ 
fully. 

41  And  whilft  he  continued  in  tbefe  parts,  obferye  a 
vety  rare  inftance  of  a  great  man’s  faith  in  him,  and 
public  acknowledgment  of  him !  Jairvty  a  noted  per- 
fon,  and  a  ruler  of  the  fynagoguc,  hearing  of  Jeiiis, 
came  to  him  j  and  proftrating  bimfelf  before  him,  in 
the  prefence  of  all  the  people,  humbly  and  carneftly 
begged,  that  he  would  pleafe  fo  go  home  with  him  and 
heal  bis  child*  (See  the  notes  on  chap*  xiii.  14.  and 
Mattb .  ix.  18.) 

-  42  For  his  only  daughter,  of  about  twelve  years  old, 
was  fo  exceeding  weak,  that  when  he  left  her,  (he  lay 
at  the  very  point  of  death ;  and  as  Jefus  refufed  none 
that  came  to  him  with  faith  in  his  power  and  goodnefs, 
he  readily  confented  to  go  along  with  this  ruler,  a  great 
crowd  of  people  accompanying  him,  fome  out  of  cu- 
rtofity,  and  others  out  of  affection  to  him. 

43,  44  And  as  he  was  walking  toward  the  boufe, 
there  was  a  certain  woman  who  had  been  foreiy  afflict¬ 
ed  with  a  b!oody-flux,  for  twelve  years  paft,  and  had 
impoverifhed  herfelf  by  her  great  expence  in  applying 
to  phyliciane  for  relief,  and  all  in  vain,  fhe  grow-* 
ing  rather  worfe  than  better,  (Mark  v.  26.)  *  this  wo¬ 
man  bad  a  mind  to  try  for  a  cure  from  Jefus,  who  {he 
believed  was  able  to  heal  her,  and  certainly  would  da 
it,  if  {he  could  but  get  lb  near  him  as  to  touch  any 
part  of  his  clothes,  (Mattb.  ix.  21.) ;  And  therefore, 
with  great  modefty,  humility,  and  privacy,  fhe  crept 
hehind  him  in  the  crowd,  and,  without  any  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  ohferving  her,  touched  the  bem  of  nis  garment, 
in  expectation  of  a  cure  by  that  means ;  and  it  was 
done  for  her  according  to  her  faith,  fhe  immediately 
finding  a  wonderful  alteration  in  herfelf  to  a  perfect 
recovery. 

45  But  Jcfns  knowing  all  that  had  pafs'd,  and  deign¬ 
ing  to  bring  it  to  light,  for  the  manifeAarion  of  htG 
own  and  his  Father's  glory,  for  the  encouragement  of 
Joint’s  faith,  in  what  he  was  about  to  do  few  him,  and 
for  the  comfort  of  this  poor  woman,  who  feemed  to 
have  ftolen  a  cure  from  him,  turned  bimfelf  about  and 
a&ed,  Who  had  touched  him,  meaning  with  a  defign 
of  deriving  virtue  from  him  ?  And  when  the  people 
that  were  nearefl  him  generally  denied  that  any  of 
them  had  done  it,  Peter,  and  fome  others  of  his  dif- 
ciples,  fuppofing  that  he  fpoke  of  barely  touching  him, 
replied.  Mailer,  it  is  unavoidable,  but  that,  in  fucb  a 
crowd,  fome  or  other  of  the  people  {hould  come  too 

near. 
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1K00, who  touch-  near,  and  be  thruft  upon  thee  ;  we  wonder  therefore 
™ ID*'  that  thou  Ihouldft  a(k,  Who  touched  me? 

4«  And  Jcfos  46  Bot  {*)  Jefus  not  willing  to  have  the  matter 
KtoSdS*  ftiflcd»  fiid»  with  Bre8t  earndtnefc,  One  of  the  com- 
fori  perceive  that  pany  I  am  fure  has  touched  me,  out  of  the  ordinary 
virtue  Ugone  out  way,  with  a  defign  of  gening  a  private  cure  from  me  j 
*  for  1  am  no  ftranger  to  the  power  that  is  gone  forth 

from  my  petfon,  who  have  knowingly  and  willingly 
communicated  virtue  for  healing.  (See  the  note  on 
Mark  v.  30.) 

47  And  «hta  47  Then  rhe  woman,  finding  that  (lie  could  no  long- 
faTww  tot  er  **  concealed,  came  trembling  for  fear  of  a  rebuke  j 
la",  Ihe  one  and  proftratiug  berfelf  at  his  feet  in  tbe  humbled  mau- 
trcoibling,  end  ner,  made  an  open  declaration,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
foic^m^ibe  de-  w*10*e  multitude,  that  file  had  indeed  touched  him,  in 
cfartd  unto  hint  hope  of  a  cure  from  him,  and  that  Ihe  had  not  fat  led 
before  til  the  of  her  hope,  but  inftamly  found  berfelf  reitored  to 
Ef.  PerfcS  health,  though  her  cafe  had  been  all  along  fo 

touched  him,  and  defperatc  before. 

how  (he  mi  heii-  48  And  at  flie  thus  put  herfelf  into  Chrift’a  hands, 
^ ^ AWh c ! aid  *°  do  her  what  might  further  feem  good  in  his 
untoher,  D«ugh-  fight,  he,  to  take  off  her  fears,  faid,  in  the  molt  ten¬ 
ter,  be  of  good  der  and  affectionate  manner,  Daughter,  let  thy  heart 
fj^hTa*  made  Kj°‘«  m  m7  favour  and  love tby  faith,  which  broke 
thee  whole;  go  through  all  difficulties  and  difeouragements  to  honour 
m  peace. j  and  derive  mercy  from  me,  has  been  owned  and  ho¬ 

noured  by  me,  to  the  healing  of  tby  grievous  difeafe : 
Go  borne  with  fatisfadion  in  thine  own  mind,  and 
fear  ro  evil ;  I.  have  blefled  thee,  and  thou  ihalt  he 
blefled. 


4,  While  he 
yet  Ipzlte,  there 
cumeth  one  from 
the  niter  of  the 
fynagogne’sAatj^, 
iaySng  ID  himf 

Thy  daughter  is 
d«d  ;  trouble  not 
the  Matter* 

jo  ^  But  when 

Sfu*  hard  it) 
anfacred  him, 
faying,  Fear  not; 
Klievtonly,  and 
the  thill  be  made 
whole; 


49  Whilft  he  was  fpeaking  in  this  comfortable  man¬ 
ner  to  her,  meffengers  came  to  J  air  us,  having  been 
fent  from  his  houfe,  to  tell  him  that  his  daughter  was 
actually  dead,  and  that  therefore  it  was  now  too  late, 
and  would  be  to  no  manner  of  porpofe,  to  give  tbc 
great  Mailer  of  Jfr&tl  the  trouble  of  coming  to  her,  or 
to  make  any  further  applications  to  him  about  her. 

50  But  when  Jefus  beard  this  mefiage,  and  faw  how 
the  young  damfd’s  father  was  affected  with  it,  he 
fpoke  comfortably  to  him,  laying.  Let  not  your  heart 
be  troubled,  neither  be.  afraid,  as  if  there  were  now 
no  hope  ;  only  believe  that  I  am  gracious  and  able  to 
raife  her  even  from  the  dead,  and  ibe  fhall  live  and  do 


well. 


it  And  when  51  And  they  going  dill  forward  till  they  came  to 
he  nine  fotoihe  the  houfe,  Jefus,  to  avoid  oftentation,  ordered  the 
10  goT".  mutotude  t0  withdmw,  and  permitted  110  perfon  to  go 
tavc  Peur,  and  in  with  him,  except  three  of  his  difciples,  viz.  Peter , 

Janies t 
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James, and  John,  James,  and  John,  and  the  parents  of  the  child,  that 
and  the'  moth«  th?y»  Prcfcnt>  might  he  eyc-wimefles  of  the 

of  thcmaideit.  miracle  he  dehgned  to  perform. 

s»  And  all  n  At  his  entering  into  the  room  where  the  Tonng 
rd  hr*:  hut  u  crcaturc  lay,  he  found  a  company  of  people  all  m 
fa  id,  WtTP  not;  tears,  bitterly  lamenting  her  death,  and  preparing  for 
ft?  is  not  dad,  her  funeral :  But  he,  applying  himfclf  to  thefe.  bufy 
nt .  eepet  i.  mourners,  faid.  There  is  no  need  of  all  this  burry  and 
forrow  ;  for  (he  is  not  fo  dead  as  to  require  prepara¬ 
tions  for  her  interment  but  her  prefer  condition  is 
rather  to  be  accounted  a  Heep  than  a  death,  becaufe 
(he  Dull  prefently  awake  out  of  it  in  perfetl  health,  as 
■  one  does  out  of  fleep. 

,j  And  they  53  But  they  being  as  fure  as  they  could  be  of  any 
UujiHcd  him  to  fuch  thing,  that  flic  was  really  dead,  laughed  at  him 
thutiijcw^dcai  with  great  dermon,  for  talking  fo  contrary  to  the  plain- 
eft  evidence,  and,  as  they  imagined,  at  fuch  a  whim* 
Gcal  rate* 


S4  And  tic  put  54  However,  he  clearing  the  room  of  all  this  .com* 
r  oak*  hcr°  by  *  he  PariY*  *>av*ng  with  him  only  the  three  for  e-men- 
hind,  and  cliua.  Honed  difciplcs,  and  the  father  and  mother  of  the 
frying,  Maid,  i-  child,  went  up,  and  taking  her  by  the  hand,  fpoketo 
rijc*  her  with  divine  majefty  and  power,  faying.  Young 

damfclj  I  will,  and  command  thee  to  get  np. 

55  And  tkcfc  WOTds  were  attended  with  fuch  vital 
and  ihe  *mik  eoergy,  that  her  foul  immediately  returned  ioto  her 
ftrughrwir;  %nd  body  again,  and  {he  inftantly  got  up  in  perfeft  health 

to  eivch^incaf1  ftrenSch>  as  ^  had  only  awaked  out  of  a  com- 
1  fonable  and  refrelhing  fleep  ;  and  to  fiiew  that  fhe  was 
raifed  to  the  fame  auinul  life  which  lhe  had  enjoyed 
before,  and  was  as  capable  of  feeding  as  if  fhe  had 


never  been  Get,  be  ordered  that  fom  cubing  ftiould  be 
given  her  to  eat. 


And  her  56  And  her  father  and  mother  were  filled  with  great 
^ihcT  ^init^he  *n3'l2CmeDt  afl^  joy  at  this  miraculous  recovery  of  their 
fliArgaUhomtfrtt  daughter,  by  a  refurreftion  from  the  dead ;  But  Jefus, 
they  tlionld  celt  not  fee  king  bis  own  gloiy,  commanded  them  not  to 
dwnc^1  wbilt  wa*  make  any  public  noife  of  what  he  had  done)  and  yet 
the  fame  of  this  miracle  toon  fpread  abroad*  iMattb , , 
ix*  26*) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

O  the  deep  humiliation  and  condefeeufion  of  our  blcfted  Lord*  that  he  ihottld 
uan<t  in  n<vd  of  afii  fiance,  and  accept  of  fupplica,  from  fuch  as  had  been  the 
preafeft  of  licnei's  !  All  forts  of  perfons  were  effe&ually  wrought  upon  by  the 
gofpel,  which  brought  forth  fruit,  more  or  WsT  in  them  feveraUyi  and  where* 
fver e}  fuccefs,  it  is  not  From  any  defeft  in  the  good  feed  of  the  word* 

but  from  the  criminal  diforder  of  peonies  own  hearts*  which  either  refills  its 
impreflion  upon  them,  or  foon  tofes  it,  through,  the  fubti h y  of  S.itan,  and  the 
temptations  of  this  world*  With  what  ferioijfi  concern  fliould  w  e  feet  crace  to 

make 
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make  our  hearts  good,  and  take  heed  how  we  hear,  and  how  we  improve  our 
l.ght  for  the  benefit  of  others,  as  well  as  of  our  own  fouls !  They  that  cordially 
embrace  the  gofpel,  are  as  dear  to  Chrift  as  the  nearclt  relations  on  earth  can  be 
to  one  another ;  and  though  he  may  fuffer  them  to  meet  with  many  a  threaten* 
ing  and  furpriftng  ftorm,  yet  bis  prefence  is  their  fccurity  and  relief  in  all  their 
troubles,  frights,  and  dangers;  and  they  ought  to  fly  to  him,  triiftia  him,  and 
adore  bim,  as  their  God  and  Saviour,  who  is  never  unmindful  of  them,  though 
fometimos,  like  one  aReep,  he  may  feem  to  hrgleft  tb*m. — But  O  what  a  malt* 
cious,  cruel,  and  hateful  enemy  is  Satan  !  Were  be  to  have  his  will  of  us,  he 
would  make  ns  the  molt  miferaifeof  all  creatures;  and  none  but  Chrift  can  re- 
(cue  us  out  of  his  hand,  or  lay  bim  under  reftraints:  But  he  has  fudi  a  complete 
dominion  over  him,  that  he  can  do  it  whenever  be  pleafes*  How  fooKih  and 
wicked  then  are  they  who  prefer  any  thing  in  this  world  to  Chrift,  and  who, 
under  terrible  apprehenfions  of  fin  and  danger,  have  hard  thoughts  of  him,  and 
put  him  away  from  themfcltea !  And  bow  juft  is  it  in  him  to  take  them  at  their 
word  and  choice  !  But  how  wife  and  happy  are  they,  who  gladly  receive  him, 
and  depend  upon  him  ;  whofe  faith  prefles  toward  him  through  all  difcwrage- 
ments  and  appre  hen  lions  of  tbrir  own  unworthineft  5  He  is  willing  to  receive, 
help,  and  &ve  them ;  and,  having  his  warrant  for  our  faith,  wefhould  think 
that  nothing  can  be  ton  great  for  him  to  do  for  us.  How  like  a  God,  did  he, 
by  virtue  in  himfelf,  heal  difcafcs,  caft  out  devils,  naife  the  dead,  and  call  back 
their  departed  fouls  to  animate  their  bodies  again  !  And  how  (houlrf  we  glorify 
him,  who  fought  not  his  own  glory !  In  whatever  he  commands  we  JhoukL  rea¬ 
dily  obey  him,  how  felf-denjing  foever  it  may  be  To  to  do.  But,  as  gracious 
fouls  cannot  but  wifh  to  be  as  near  to  Jcfus  m  poflible,  and  to  abide  with  him, 
how  deftrablc  is  it  to  be  admitted  to  immediate  attendances  or  him,  when  the 
rircumttauecs  of  things  admit  of  it!  And  how  peat  is  the  Ucfletiiidsof  that 
w  orld,  where  nothing  wilt  hinder  our  being  ever  with  the  Lord ! 

,  -mbw  sum,.  - ■— .  --g-g-'i  i1  i  B-aaa 


CHAP.  IX. 


Jtfut  fends  forth  the  twehe  apofflcs,  i, — 6.  Herod*/  perplexing 
thoughts  about  km,  and  defire  to  fee  him ,  7, — 9.  He  tmracuhtfiy 
feeds  five  thufand,  10, — I’J.  His  dsfcourfe  with  bis  difciples  eon* 
censing  himfelf-,  and  following  him,  18, — 27.  His  transfiguration, 
28, — 36,  His  cafiiug  the  devil  out  <f  a  youth,  which  the  difciples 
bad  attempted  without  fuccefs,  37,-42.  He  foretells  his  own  fufi 
ferings  to  death,  43,-45.  Checks  the  ambition  of  his  difciples,  46, 
— 48.  Reproves  them  fir  a  forty,  felfifb,  and  revengeful  ffiirit , 
49, — 5(5.  /tad  fhews  the  danger  of  delaying  and  of  drawing  back, 
57* — to* 


Tekt- 
1|h  cdbd 
his  twelve  dif- 
riples  together, 
and  gave  them 
powtrand  autho¬ 
rity  over  all  de¬ 
vils*  and  to  cure 
dheafesi 


j  Aodheftnt 
them 


Paraphrase. 

OUR  blefled  Lord  having  fome  time  ago  Jingled 
out  twelve  of  his  difciples,  whom  he  designed 
for  apoftles,  (chap.  vi.  *3, — 16.)  and  who  ever  fince 
had  attended  him,  and  been  training  up,  as  it  were  at 
his  feet,  for  their  office,  he  took  an  opportunity  of  call¬ 
ing  them  together:  And  that  they  might  be  thorough¬ 
ly  qualified  for  his  fetvicc,  he  vetted  them  with  proper 
powers,  which  fhould  be  effectual,  through  his  name, 
to  caft  out  devils,  and  heal  all  manner  of  diftempers. 

I  "Whereupon  he  fent  them  forth,  with  a  commif- 

fion, 
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them  to  preach  fion,  to  publifh  in  feveral  parts  of  Judea  y  [Matth,  t. 
the  klnpfom  of  ^  ?  j  that  he  woujd  foon  fet  up  the  kingdom  of  grace, 
the  lick.  tV  •  which  fhould  be  perfected  in  the  kingdom  of  glory ; 

and  for  the  confirmation  of  their  doftrine,  and  recom¬ 
mending  it  to  the  afiedioos,  as  well  as  judgment  of 
the  people,  he  ordered  them  to  heal  the  fick,  and  do 
other  wonderful  works,  asoccafions  might  offer,  where- 
ever  they  went. 

3  And  he  C«d  3  And  as,  by  this  fitft  miffion,  they  were  not  to  go 
Dotting  for^our  TCI7  far,  and  were  foon  to  return,  he  faid  to  them, 
journey,  Dcithcr  Do  not  trouble  yowfelves  about  making  provifioii  for 
(Uvk,  nor  faip,  y0ar  journey  before-hand ;  but  go  forth  depending  up- 
2h«  uSS ;  *»  thre  providence  of  God  for  proteSion,  and  for  a  fnp- 
ndthcr  lu«e  too  ply  of  all  the  Decenaries  of  life  3  carry  with  you  no 
coats  a-pieee.  (hff  for  defence,  but  only  that  which  you  commonly 

ufe  for  walking  $  no  bag  for  viduals,  nor  any  food  or 
money  to  buy  it}  nor  any  change  of  raiment. 

4  And  whetfo-  4  Nor  be  ye  felicitous  about  entertainment  where 
everbonfeyecn-  ye  go-  but  take  up  your  quarters  with  the  firft  feber 

family  that  is  willing  to  receive  you  }  and,  to  avoid  all 
depart.  appearance  of  ficklenefs,  enriofity,  or  daiminds,  there 

continue,  without  changing  your  lodging  till  ye  leave 
that  town  or  city. 

s  AndwhoA-  5  And  whatfeever  place  ye  come  to,  if,  upon  trial, 
erer  will  none-  the  people  make  an  uproar  againft  you,  or  the  civil 

P  Cofthl"  tnagiftrate  will  not  fnffer  you  to  preach }  when  ye  go 
city,  (hake  off  the  away  fiom  thence,  (hake  off  the  *  duff  of  your  feet, 
'our  fas  fa™  84  *  w*lnef*  that  the  gofpel  of  felvarion  was  fent  to 
uAfaony  againft  them,  and  they,  like  hardened  and  ungrateful  wretch- 
tbem.  es,  rejected  it  to  their  own  perdition ;  and  as  a  fignal 

of  pur  deteffing  their  wickednefs,  and  refuGng  to 
have  any  communion  with  them,  and  of  God's  (hi¬ 
king  them  off  as  contemptible  and  vile,  like  the  duff 
of  one's  feet. 

-  «  And  they  6  With  thefe  and  fuch  like  tnffruCUons  they  went 
wfm'ihmoghthe  f?nb,  according  to  Chriffs  command;  and,  travel- 
towns,  preaching  ling  over  the  towns  and  cities  of  Judea ,  executed  their 
therofpe!,  and  commiffion,  in  preaching  tbe  gofpel  wherever  they  came  •, 
wheref  and  both  confirming  and  recommending  it  by  miracu- 

loufly  healing  the  fick,  and  calling  out  devils,  and  the 
like. 


r  Now  He-  7  Now  this  fpread  the  feme  of  Jefus  wider,  and 
nxt  railed  hU  changer  higher,  than  ever  before }  fo  that 
all  the  great  things  that  were  done  by  him  in  perfon, 

and 


N  O  T  Z. 

*  Some  hart  ob&rved,  that  as  the  Jrat  teftimony  that  they,  who  refuted  the  gof- ' 
(nought  the  very  dud  of  the  beotfa*  land  to  pel,  were  to  be  looked  upon,  and  t waled 
Ire  polluted  ;  io  ouf  Lord  ordered  his  apo-  like  the  beathfnir  to  whom  he  had  foiiiid 
tiki  tj  fluke  off  the  duftof  thttr  feet,  u  a  them  to  preach  it* 


Ch.it. 

rod  the  trtnrcH 
heud  of  all  that 
war  done  by  him: 
and  he  TO  per¬ 
plexed,  baerne 
chit  it  to  Aid  of 
fame,  dur  Tbha 
wu  itTca  from 
the  dead : 


6  And  of  fome, 
tiut  Elia*  had  ap¬ 
peared  ;  amt  of 
others,  that  one 
of  the  old  pro* 
pheta  was  rifen 
again. 

p  And  Hcro'l 
Aid,  John  have  I 
beheaded  ;  but 
who  u  this  of 
whom  E  hear 
fucH  filings?  and 
he  defind  to  fee 
him. 

to  And  the 
a  pottle* ,  when 
they  were  return* 
ed,  told  him  *[{ 
that  they  had 
done.  And  he 
took  them,  and 
went  afide  pri¬ 
vately  into  a  de¬ 
fer:  place,  be- 
longing  to  die  ci¬ 
ty  called  Beth*' 
fa  id;, 

1 1  And  the 
people  when  they 
knew  it,  followed 
h;m  ;  and  be  re¬ 
ceived  them*  and 
fpjke  unto  tlttm 
of  the  kingdom 
of  God,  a/wfhesl- 
ed  them  that  had 
nccdof  healing. 

ii  And  when 
the  day  began  to 
wear  away,  then 
came  the  twelve, 
aM  (aid  Wit* 
him.  Scad  the 
multitude  away, 
that  they  may  go 
into  the  town* 
and  country 
round  about,  apd 
Mj;e  end  get 
v&Uiilf;  Cor  wc 
arc  hot*  in  a  de- 
ft:  ft  place. 
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and  tty  bis  apoftles  in  bis  name,  and  by  virtue  derived 
from  him,  reached  the  eafs  of  Herod,  the  tetrarch  .of 
Galilee,  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  iii,  i.)  who  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  diftrefled  with  horror  in  his  own  confcience,  for 
having  beheaded  John  the  Baptifi,  and  with  fear,  left 
now  it  fhonld  be  avenged  opon  him;  becaufe  it  was  re¬ 
ported  by  fome  that  this  wonderful  perfon  was  no  o- 
tber  than  John  appearing  again,  as  rtfen  from  the  dead* 

8  But  f^()  others  imagined  that  Jefus  was  Elias, 
who  the  Jews  thought  would  perfonally  appear  before 
the  coming  of  the  Melliab  ;  and  others  fancied  him  to 
be  one  of  the  antient  prophets,  raifed  to  life  again. 

9  Amidft  this  variety  of  opinions,  Herod,  full  o{ 
terrible  anxieties,  faid,  I  have  indeed  beheaded  John, 
but  cannot  tell  what  to  think  of  this  perfon,  who,  as  I 
now  bear,  appears  with  extraordinary  power,  and 
works  abundance^  of  miracles,  both  by  his  own  and 
his  difciples  hands.  1$  this  John  the  Baptifi  f  or  if 
not,  who  can  it  be  ?  And  he  earneftly  wilhed  for  a 
fight  of  Jefus,  hoping  thereby  to  ferisfy  himfelf  about 
it. 

loin  the  meanwhile,  the  twelve  apoftlcs,  having 
executed  their  commUEon,  came  back  to  their  Lord, 
and  gave  him  an  account  (as  all  his  fervants  mull  of 
their  labours  in  the  final  judgment)  how  and  where 
they  bad  preached  and  wrought  miracles ;  and  what 
'reception  they  had  met  with  :  Upon  which  be  retired 
with  them  to  a  folitaFy  part  of  the  country,  not  far 
from  the  city  of  Bethfaida ,  that  he  might  give  them  a 
little  relaxation  from  their  late  labours  and  fatigues, 
and  migbt  further  inltruft  and  encourage  them  in  what 
related  to  their  work. 

11  But  (<b)  the  common  people,  knowing  to  what 
place  he  had  withdrawn,  followed  him  in  great  crowds 
thither ;  And  though  they  broke  in  upon  his  meafures 
for  a  little  reeds  and  refrdhment,  yet  fo  great  was  his 
goodnels,  that  be  kindly  received  them  ;  and,  in  dead 
of  fparing  himfelf,  preached  the  gofpel  of  his  kingdom 
to  them,  and  healed  fueh  as  were  diftempered,  and 
came  to  him  for  a  cure, 

12  And  when  it  grew  toward  night,  his  twelve  a- 
polUes  defired  hipi  to  difmiik  the  people,  that  they 
might  have  rime  enough,  wbBe  day-light  laded,  to 
reach  fome  of  the  neared  towns  and  villages,  and  get 
lodging  and  entertainment  there :  For,  faid  they,  we 
are  here  in  a  defolate,  barren  part  of  the  country, 
where  there  arc  no  accommodations  for  them  ;  fo  that 


jpa 


T  i  Bat  be  ftld 
onto  them*  Give 
ye  them  lo  cat. 
And  they  £uri4 
Wf  h  jvc  no  n>une 
but  five  Loaves 
and  two  fijbes; 
cKcept  wt  Ihould 
and  boy  meat 
for  all  this  peu- 
pic. 


14  Tot  they 
tttrt  afviot  five 
thvuund  men* 
Ahd  be  Old  to 
bis  riifctpks , 
Make  them  fk 
down  by  fifties 
iq  a  company* 

_  rj  And  they 
did  To,  and  made 
die  m  illlkdavii* 


id  Then  be 
look  the  five 
loam  and  the 
two  fifties,  and 
looking  op  to 
heaven,  be  btef- 
th\  them*  and 
brake,  and  gave 
in  the  diiciflet 
to  kt  bffore  the 
uioUuude* 

tj  And  tlify 
did  cm;*  and  were 
ali  tilled  ,  and 
t!'cr:  was  taken 
tin  vt  fragments 
that  rcm.iinc !  to 
them,  twelve  baf- 
ketSi 

18  And  it 
ramc  to  pafs  as 
lie  was  alone 
praying)  bis  dif- 
cipTcs  were  with 
him;  and  he  Alli¬ 
ed 
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they  mu  ft  neceflarily  fuffer  great  bardfliip,  if  they 
flay  any  longer. 

13  But  he  replied,  Give  them  fomethitig  to  eat  be¬ 
fore  they  go,  left,  having  had  no  refrefhment  Co  long. 
Tome  of  them  ftionld  faint  by  the  way;  The  apoftles 
not  coniidering  how  God  fed  Ifrael  of  old  in  the  wil- 
deraefc,  nor  how  eafily  their  Lord  could  do  the  fame 
now,  objefled  to  tbia  motion,  faying,  We  have  only 
a  little  of  our  common  fare,  five  barley-loaves  and 
two  fmali  fifties,  juft  enough  for  a  meal  or  two  atmoft 
for  ourfdves  ;  it  would  therefore  be  only  to  tantalize 
the  people,  were  we  to  offer  them  an  entertainment, 
unlcfs  we  were  to  go  to  fome  neighbouring  town,  and 
buy  prorifions  there  for  this  vaft  multitude. 

1 4  The  reafon  of  their  fpeaklng  after  this  manner 
was,  becaufc  the  number  of  men  only,  then  prefenr, 
was  about  five  thou  find :  However  Chrift,  having  de¬ 
termined  in  himfelf  what  to  do,,  commanded  his  apo- 
ftles  to  deftre  all  the  company  to  fit  down  on  the  graft, 
and  to  place  them  by  fifty  in  a  rank. 

15  And  the  apoftlls,  without  any  further  difpnting, 
obeyed  their  Lord's  order,  caufing.  the  people  to  fit 
down  in  that  manner,  by  which  means  they  might  be 
the  more  eaCly  numbered,  and  the  food  more  readily 
diftributed  among  them.  (See  the  note  on  Mark  vi. 
40*) 

16  Then  Jefus*  having  the  five  loaves  and  two  filbes 
before  him,  took  part  of  them  into  his  hands ;  and, 
according  to  his  exemplary  cuftom  at  meals,  afked  a 
b) effing  upon  them,  turning  his  eyes  upward  toward 
heaven,  from  whence  every  good  gift  defeends,  (fee 
the  note  on  Mattb*  xiv*  19*):  And  then,  dividing  the 
food  into  pieces  fit  for  diftribution*  he  conveyed  it, 
through  the  hands  of  "his  apofties,  to  all  the  people,  as 
they  fat  in  their  feveral  rows. 

1 7  And  hy  his  creating  power,  he  gave  it  fuch  a  fur- 
pridng  incrcafc,  that  the  whole  company  eat  of  ic 
till  they  were  fully  fatisfied  :  And,  fmall  as  the  quan¬ 
tity  was  before  they  began,  there  were  no  lefs  than 
twelve  bafkets  full  left*  after  they  had  been  fo  plenti¬ 
fully  lefreflied,  and  had  quite  done  eating*  (See  the 
note  on  M&tth.  xiv*  30.) 

18  Having  thus  (hewn  his  compaflion  both  to  the 
fouls  and  bodies  of  this  great  multitude!  he  difmifTed 
them,  and  retired  to  converfewith  God  his  Father,  and 
with  the  difciples  his  friends!  that  he  might  open  his 
heart  freely  in  his  petitions  for  them!  and  in  his  in* 
ftructions  to  them  j  and  when,  like  the  matter  of  his 

houfbold, 
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rf  them,  ftrlng,  houfhold,  he  had  given  them  an  example  of  family- 
uIuoiT iku  itm*  P«yer>  1**  proceeded  to  a  free  and  religions  conven¬ 
tion  with  them  concerning  himfclf,  faying}  What  is 
the  general  opinion  that  men  have  of  me?  Or  whom 
do  they  take  me  to  be  ? 

19  The  apofllcs  anfwered,  that  people  were  much 
Bapdftl  divided,  and  haid  very  different  notions  about  him; 
hw  bate  f«j,  foune  fancying  that  he  was  John  the  Baptijl  come  to 
fii again,  whilft  others  infilled  that  he  was  Elijah  the 
the  uW "prophets  TiJIMte,  appearing  among  them  to  anoint  the  Mcffiah, 
u  rLico  agate.  whom  they  were  looking  fur  -}  and  ethers  talked  as  if 
'  he  were  one  or  other  of  (he  antient  prophets  come  to 

them  from  the  dead. 

ti/°  Bat  50  Then  Jefus  faid  to  his  difciples,  But,  amidfl  ail 
whom&yjethat  thefe  various  conjedlurea  and  debates  of  the  people, 

1  am  1  Peter  ao-  tell  me  the  fenfe  of  your  own  hearts  i  Whom  do  ye 
The  ' Chrifl^of  k®li*ve  me  to  *  Peter  faid  in  all  their  names,  they 
God.  '  confcnting,  What  foe  ver  others  think  of  thee,  we  arc 

fatisfied  that  thou  art  the  only  true  Mefuah,  and  the 
eternal  Son  of  God.  { Matth ,  xri.  16.) 
ii  And  he  21  And  though. Clirill  highly  approved  of  this  con- 
?!  ur!y  and1  ^e®011  °f  ibeir  faith  in  him,- yet  he  ftri&ly  forbade  their 
•MdXtmu  publifhiag  it  for  the  prefeat,  that  the  Jev>sy  who  ex- 
kII  no  mu  that  pefied  the  Meffiah  to  he  a  temporal  prince,  might  not 
lh,I,e*  raife  a  tumult  on  his  account,  either  by  contending  for 

-  or  againft  his  being  their  king,  and  fo  attempting  ei¬ 
ther  to  hinder  or  haften  his  death  out  of  its  proper 
feafon  ;  as  alfo  that  the  full  manifestation  of  the  gtory 
of  his-chara£ter  might  be  referred  till  he  (hould  rife 

-  from  the  dead. 

,i  Saving, The  2z  Accordingly  he  took  this  opportunity  ro  turn  off 
MTw  "ia,,in«iy  l^ar  own  expectations  .of -temporal  advantages  from 
thing),  and  be  him,  or  of  his  immediately  appearing  in  the  glory 
rejected  of  the  even  of  his  fpirinial  kingdom,  faying,  The  Meffiah, 
according  to  divine  appointment  and  predictions,  and 
terihra, '  md  be  far  anfwcring  the  great  deiign  of  his  coming  into  the 
tbin,  audbenir-  mult  undergo  many  terrible  fufferinga  and  iu- 

e  uetu  4f.  jjgnjtje6.  an(j  particularly  mult  be  oppofed,  reviled, 
and  condemned  by  the  great  council,  con  filling  of  the 
elders  of  the  people,  and  of  their  chief  priefts  and 
do&ors ;  and  at  length  mull  be  put  to  a  cruel  death  : 
And  he  added,  for  their  comfort,  that  oil  the  third  day 
he  muff  rife  again,  to  {hew  that  he  is  si  divine  peri'on, 
and  that  his  Father  accepts  and  owns  him  in  his  work, 
ij  And  he  faid  2?  And  as  his  difciples,  and  Peter  m  particular, 
t»  could  not  tell  how  to  brook  what  he  had  faid  about  his 
fufferings  and  death  ;  and  as  hy  this  time  a  multitude 
of  people  were  come  again  to  him,  {Mark  vi:i.  32— 

34*) 
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to  thim  all,  If 
any  man  will 
came  after  me* 
let  him  deny  fadA* 
fell,  and  take  up 
hit  crofs  daily 
and  follow  me. 


t4  Forwhofo- 

-  will  faye  hit 
life  flull  toft  it ; 
but ,  whofccvef 
will  lofe  hit  fife 
for  my  fake,  the 
£udc  mall  five  k. 


%$  For  what 
it  a  man  advuw 
tigcd,  if  he  gnu 
the  whole  world* 
and  loft  him&if, 
or  be  aft  away* 


*0  ForwhoJo- 
ttor  (ball  be  ** 
flumed  of  mi 
and  of  my  words, 
of  him  mill  the 
Son  of  map  be 
iDunud ,  when 
he  fhall  come  in 
his  own  glory 
and  ia  his  Fa¬ 
ther's,  and  of  Ihc 
holy  apgdi. 


17  Bat  I  tell 
yon  of  a  troth, 
there  be  fome 
{trading 
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34*)  be  faid  to  them  all  in  general,  If  any  one  would 
be  my  difciple,  and  fhare  in  the  bleffings  lam  come  to 
be  flow,  he,  after  my  example,  mult  be  contented  to 
pan  with  the  riches,  honours,  and  pleafures  of  this 
-  life,  and  fubmit  to  tbe  beavteft  hardfbips  and  fuffer- 
ings  day  by  day  for  my  fake,  even  unto  death  *,  and 
mull  follow  me  with  faith  and  patience,  through  much 
tribulation,  till  be  arrives  at  my  heavenly  kingdom. 
(S  ee  the  note  on  Mark  viiL  34.) 

24  For  whoever  declines  thefe  duties,  to  fare  his 
temporal  life  in  this  world,  (hall  fall  ttort  of  eternal 
happtnefs  in  the  next,  which  is  lofing  his  life  in  the 
word  fenfe  that  polfibly  cad  be  :  But  whoever  is  will* 
ing  to  put  them  into  practice,  even  to  the  lofs  of  this 
tranfitory  life,  for  his  faith  in  me  and  profeffion  of  my 
name,  fhall  certainly  obtain  eternal  life,  which  is  the 
beft  that  any  one  can  enjoy. 

25  For  the  foul  of  man  is  bis  life  and  his  glory,  his 
principal  and  immortal  part  $  and,  as  it  fares  with 
that,  he  himfelf  mud  be  extremely  happy  or  miferahle 
for  ever :  "What  coroparifon  then  can  there  be  between 
all  this  world  and  bis  own  foul  ?  or  what  advantage 
could  he  have,  were  be  to.  gain  the  utmoft  grandeur 
and  delights  on  earth,  and,  after  all,  were  to  be  him¬ 
felf  eternally  loft  or  deftroyed  ? 

26  And  yet  this  will  be  tbe  dreadful  condition  of  all 
tbofe  that  refufe  to  take  up  their  croCs  and  follow  me : 
For  whoever  is  -afraid  or  attained  to  own  me  and  my 
gofpel  now,  in  the  prefence  of  men,  left  they  fbould 
perfecute  or  reproach  him,  or  laugh  at  him  for  ir,  him 
will  tbe  MefGah  publicly  refufe  to  own,  and  upon  bim 
will  he  pout  the  greateft  contempt  at  the  great  day, 
when  he  fhall  appear  in  his  own  perfbnal  and  media¬ 
torial  glory,  as  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  and  Judge  of 
all,  and  in  the  glory  of  his  heavenly  Father,  whofe  di¬ 
vine  perfections,  majefty,  and  authority,  will  then  dif- 
play  themfelves  in  him-,  and  when  he  fhall  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  pompous  retinue  of  holy  angels,  to  eiecute 
his  commands  and  celebrate  his  praiCe  *. 

27  And  {'*)  I  folemnly  affine  you  that  it  will  not  be 
long  before  a  lively  emblem  of  this  fhall  appear :  For 

fome 

T  E. 


N  O 
[to  DrJ Vbtl- 


w  nerc  items  to  tes  according  to  DrfFtot*  ry,  it  was  his  glory  as  veil  as  tbe  Father's, 
observation*  onoihiGon  tome  Shtfl4rt&bt  And  we  may  add,  that  tbe  living  cram  res 


which  was  called  tht  r&rjre/  the  God  of  Jfracl, 


fually  thus  appeared,  and  who,  after  his 
afenfion,  was  inverted  again  with  this  glo- 


and  the  chcrobimt,  bring  aUbreprcfcmcdm 
fevers  I  of  tbofe  appearances,  os  the  mim- 
{terser  providence,  rad  attendants  on  this 
glory,  Cbrlft  Gotms  to  fpeak  liiewiJe,  in  the 
feme  aUufion,  o I  bU  coming  bt  tbt  ghrj  rf 
tk*  Loij  angth*  det  Ex<t,  i.  and  X,  chapters* 
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luodiog  here  , 
tJiicli  frail  not 
uf  dcaih  till 
thty  let  the  klng- 
iurc  of  God* 
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fome  here  prefent  {hall  live  to  fee  the.  kingdom  of  the 
MclGab  fet  op  in  the  world  with  great  glory,  hy  his 
'rcfurreQton  and  exaltation  at  the  Father’s  right  hand, 
by  the  plentiful  effufion  of  his  Spirit,  to  glorify  him, 
and  fpread  his  gofpel  with  fpeedy  and  furpriGng  fuc- 
cefs,  and  by  his  coming  to  take  vengeance  upon  the 
incorrigible  Jew/,  in  the  utter  deftruftkm  of  their  ci¬ 


ty  and  nation ;  and  here  are  fome,  who.  In  a  few  days, 
fhall  be  eye-witnefles  of  an  illuftrious  difplay  of  his 
glory.  (See  the  note  on  Mattb.  xvi.  28.) 
is  And  it  28  About  a  week  *  after  Chriit  had  faid  theft  things, 
uT'  an  tight  he,  defigning  to  give  a  little  fpeciroen  of  bis  future 
t'.ayi  after  thefe  glory,  tingled  out  three  of  bis  difciplftl,  Peter-,  John, 
and  James,  to  be .  eye-witndJVs  of  it,  as  they  after- 
*nd'rjamn,  and  war^s  wcre  t0  heof  bis  agony  in  the  garden,  {Mattb. 
went  up  into  a  xxvi.  37,);  and  taking  thefe  along  with  him,  he  went 
moanninwj>nj-.  up  an  high  bill,  as  he  was  wont,  to  fpend  fome  time 


in  fecret  prayer. 

M  j)c  29  And  while  he  was  thus  humbling  fcimfelf  in  the 
Ihhmof hi* coon-  *«»  of  a  fervaot,  his  divine  glory  broke  forth  to  give 
teniuce  vu  al-  him  an  appearance  in  tbe  form  of  God  j  fo  that,  all 
tcitd,  mil  his  rai-  on  a  fudden,  a  dazzling  luflre  flufhed  through  his 
ioTliJuriog.  K  countenance,  and  a  fliimng  brlghtnefs  through  all  his 
clothes,  by  which  he  appeared  all  over  glorious,  like 
the  God,  “who  covert  himjelf  with  light  as  with  a  gar¬ 
ment'*  (PfaL  civ.  2.  See  the  note  on  Mattb ,  xvii.  2.) 

39  And  bdwld,  30,  31  There  were  likewife,  at  the  fame  time,  two 
there  talked  with  0f  the  greatefl,  men  that  bad  ever  lived  upon  earth, 

which  wereMofct  came  own  and  honour  him  j  .  one  was  Mofes, 
and  hliu.  the  giver  of  the  law  j  and  the  other  was  Ettas,  tbe  re- 
3[  *P“  ftorer  of  it:  Tbefe  appea^d  in  glorious  forms,  like 

S-iJ  perfons  that  came  from  the  bJefled  (late  add  world 
t»  dcceaTe  vfaidi  above,  and  they  converted  with  Jefus  about  the  nature 
).« fhoaid  acam-  and  defign  of  bis  fufferings  and  death,  which  he  was 

££  «  jerofi-  (hort,y  n  undcrgo  yerufalem, 

3,  But  Peter,  32  But  at  the  beginning  of  this  wonderful  fcenc,  Peter 
and  ,h*r  *****  and  the  other  two  difciples  were  fo  exceeding  drowfy, 
wwhelivywkh  that  they  could  hardly  attend  to  any  thing  about  it? 
Deep;  and  when  til],  recovering  the mfelves  out  of  their  fleepy  fit,  and 
ility  wcrc^*w»ke,  being  perfefUy  awake,  they  plainly  faw  the  glorious 
riband  the f wo  appearance  that  Chrift  made,  and  took  notice  of  Mofes 
n;en  thac  Qood  and  Elias,  who  were  with  him, 


him. 


NOTE* 


33  And 


*  TftMatffcxTii*  1.  and  Mark  ia,  %w  this  thrift's  frying  thffe  things,  and  the  day 
h  frtd  to  be  fix  dayi  after  the  forefoinig  di£  of  his  going  ««  the  mount,  which,  toge- 
courfCkmeafimgoolythedaysdutpa^Kdbe^  thtrvlutthe  (:x  intermediate  <hyff  made 
t^veen  that  and  tlac  day  of  Chrift';  transfigu*  updhv/  eight  days,  though  not  eight  com-4 
nrion  ;  but  here  it  is  fiud  to  be  aheat  eight  pint, 
c»*2rs  after  it,  induGve  both  of  ths  day  of 
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33  And  It  cure 
to  p?ft,  u  they 
depart  from 
him  t  Peter  fabi 
tmta  Jefns*  Mif- 
ter,  U  is  good  for 
us  to  be  here;' 
end  Id  vs  make 
three  tabernacles, 
one  for  diet,  and 
one  for  Motcs, 
and  one  for  Eii~ 
as;  not  knowing 
wbat  he  Aid' 


34  'While  be 
thus  fpakc,  there 
came  a  cloud 
Andover  dudowed 
them:  and  they 
feared  as  they 
entered  into  the 
cloud* 


3S  And  there 
came  i  vokc  our 
of  the  cloud,  fay* 
inc»  This  is  my 
beloved  Son,  hear 
him. 


34  And  when 
the  voice  w» 
paft,  Tefus  was 
found  alone :  and 
they  kepti/ctafe, 
and  sold  no  man 
j a  thole  days  any 
of  tittle  things 
which  they  had 
iecn. 

37  And  it  came 
to  pats,  that  on 
the  nest  day, 
when  they  were 
come  down  from 
the  hill,  much 
people  met  him. 

36  And  be¬ 
hold,  a  man  of 
the  company  cried 
out,  faying,  Ma¬ 
tter,  I  beibcch 
thee  look  upon 
my  Jon,  for  be  is 
miL>e  only  child. 
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33  And  while  the  difciples  were  filled  with  allcmifti- 
trent  and  delight  at  what  they  had  leen  and  heard. 
Pet  try  obferving  that  thofe  two  ancient  prophets  were 
about  to  withdraw,  addrefled  himfelf  to  Cbrift,  far* 
ing.  Lord,  bow  glorious  sod  tranfporting  is  it  to  he 
here  !  and  how  happy  would  it  be  if  we  could  always 
enjoy  fuch  heavenly  mamlcfatioos,  difeourfe.  and  com* 
pany,  as  this  I  Suffer  us  to  fet  up  three  tents ;  one  for 
thee,  the  fecond  for  Mofest  and  the  third  for  Eftas, 
that  we  may  all  dwell  together  in  this  place;  This  he 
faid  in  a  fort  of  rapturous  furprifc,  which  made  him 
uncapable  of  duly  confidering  whether  it  might  be  fit 
aud  proper,  or  not. 

34  But  at  the  very  infant  that  he  was  uttering  thefe 
words,  the  difciples  found  themfelves  covered  with 
fuch  an  awful  cloud,  as  was  an  emblem  of  the  divine 
prefence,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth,  xvii.  5.) ;  which, 
when  it  began  to  fpread  over  them,  not  only  deprived 
them  of  all  further  fight  of  Mofet  and  Elies,  (ver.  36.) 
but  fiJled  them  with  great  fear,  as  not  knowing  what 
might  be  the  confequence ;  though  Chrift  being  with 
them,  there  was  no  room  to  apprehend  any  danger. 

35  And  to  fhew  that  this  cloud  was  a  vifible  token 
of  divine  favour,  and  not  of  wrath,  they  immediately 
heard  a  voice  from  the  eternal  Father  out  of  the  cloud, 
faying,  This  is  the  Son  of  my  higheft  love,  in  whofe 
peifon,  office,  and  performances,  my  foul  delights, 
and  by  whom  1  will  make  the  laft  revelation  of  my 
mind  and  will :  Attend  therefore  to  him,  and  obey 
him,  in  whatfoever  be  (hall  fay  unto  you. 

36  Immediately  after  this  voice  the  whole  vifion 
clofed;  Mofes  and  Elias  were  gone,  the  cloud  of  glory 
withdrew,  the  transfiguration  was  over,  and  Jefus  was 
with  them  alone  in  his  ufual  form :  And  they,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  command,  {Matth.  xvii.  9.)  kept  counfcl  for 
the  prefent,  without  discovering  what  they  had  fecn  to 
friend  or  foe,  till  after  his  refurreftion,  when  it  was 
much  more  eafily  credited  than  it  would  have  been 
he  fore. 

37  Now  (J»)  when  our  Lord  anti  the  three  difciples 
returned,  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  from  the 
mountain,  he  found  abundance  of  people,  with  the 
reft  of  his  difciples,  waiting  for  him  below. 

38  And  as  foon  as  he  appeared,  they  flocked  ahout 
him,  and  one  of  the  people  falling  down  at  his  feet, 
cried  out  with  great  earneftoefs,  Lord,  I  humbly  beg 
that  thou  wouldft  look  with  an  eye  of  compaffion  up¬ 
on  my  (on,  and  heal  him  ;  for  he  is  a  dear  and  onlr 

child, 
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)9  And  b,  a 
fpirit  takethhim, 
and  be  fuddcolj 
erieth  out,  and  it 
turcth  him  that 
he  fbaoMth  a- 
gain,  and  ttruif- 
iag  him,  hardly 
dcpancth  from 
him. 


4»  And  I  bd* 
frnight  thy  dil- 
t'.plcj  to  call  him 
our,  and  they 
could  not. 


4t  And  Jefn* 
aniWtrin®,  laid, 
0  faithuft  and 
pciTcrfe  genera¬ 
tion,  how  lone 
fell  I  be  with 
you,  and  fuder 
you  1  Bring  thy 
loo  hither. 


child,  for  whom  I  cannot  but  be  tenderly  concerned  in 
his  prefebt  deplorable  condition,  which  is  this : 

39  An  evil  fpirit  has  taken  pofieffion  of  him,  and 
diftrefles  him  in  fo  terrible  a  manner,  that  lometimes 
he  Ihrieks  out  all  on  a  fudden,  and  talks  like  one  fright¬ 
ed  out  of  his  wits  ;  at  other  times  he  is  racked  and  tor¬ 
tured,  and  thrown  into  violent  convnlfions,  till  he 
foams' at  the  mouth  j  and  feems  to  be  quite  fcnfclefs  ; 
at  other  times  he  falls  down  in  an  inftant  wherever  he 
is,  and  receives  abundance  of  hurt ;  and  fo  cruel  and 
malicious  is  the  devil  in  tormenting  him,  that  he  hard¬ 
ly  ever  gives  him  any  refptte* 

40  Having  therefore  heard7  of  thee,  and  of  what 
wonderful  works  even  thy  difciples  have  done'  in  thy 
name,  I  applied  to  them,  while  thou  wert  abfcnt,  beg¬ 
ging  that  they  would  cad  out  this  evil  fpirit:  But,  alas! 
they  attempted  it  in  vain ;  and  now  I  come  to  fee  whe¬ 
ther  thou  thyfelf  canft  do-  any  thing-  to  help  him. 
{.Mark  mx2.) 

41-  Hereupon" Jefus  ft vetely  reproved  the  father  of 
the  lad,  together  with  the  unbelieving  multitude,  and 
cfpccially  the  feribes^  who  had  run  down  his  difciples 
becaufc  theycould  nor  work  this  cure,  {Mark  ix.  14.)} 
and  he  laid'  to  them,  O  ye  defpetately  incredulous,  cb- 
ftinate  generation  of  men,  how  long  {hall  I  be  work¬ 
ing  divine  and  merciful  miracles  among  you  ?  and  how 
long  muft  I  neverthelefe  bear  with  your  pfcrverfc  diffi¬ 
dence,  eiupity,  and  oppofition  to  me?  Then  fpeaking 
to  the  father?  for  the  encouragement  of  his  faith,  and 
to  the  people,  and  particularly  the  feribu,  [Mark  ix. 
19.)  for  the  confuting  of  their  unbelief, >  he  laid,  Bring 
the  child  td  me  *.* 


4«  And  as  be  42  And  as  the  youth'  was  coming,  the 'devil,  who 
the  *wS”S«ew  ^new  Chrifl's  power  better  than  the  feriies  did,  was 
him  down,  and-  enraged  at  the  thoughts -that  he  muft  new’be  call  out; 
t«ie  Umt  andje-  and  to  fitew  his  furious  inclination-  for  doing  all  the 
;;'^W  fj14  mifehief  h£  could,  he  rbtew  the  poor  young-  creature 
Liid  hcalaithe  down  with  great  violence,  and  ihook-  him  as  if  he 
diild,  >nd  deli-  would  have  torn  him  to  pieces  :  But  {*)  Jefus  (poke 
w*£h  fovereign  power  and' authority  to  the  evil  fpirit  to 
depart;  and' immediately  re  flared  the  child  to  perfeft 
health,  and- delivered  him  back  to  his  father  fife  and 


found. 


41  And  they 
were  ail  unmd 
it  the  mighty 
power 


43  And  the  whole  multitude  were  (truck  with  great 
aftomfliment  at  ftrplam  tr  demon  ftrution  of  the  truly 

divine 

tf  0  T  E. 


*  See  thf  notes  on  MntiL  xvii.  tj.  and  Mari  ix.  z$.  where  Chrift  fpcakj  to  the 
MliJds  gcocutfcm  to  bring  the  child  to  him. 
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power  of  God  i 
But  while  they 
wondered  every 
on c  at  all  things 
wiikt>  Jci'us 
he  Ibid  unto  htS 
difdpks, 


44  Let  thtfc 

fiyin^sftnk  dnwri 
into  your  caifi 
for  the  Son  of 
man  IWH  be  de¬ 
livered  into  the 
lyuid £  of  men. 


4$  Bat  they 
tnikritawl  not 
this  Jiving,  mnl 
k  was  hid  from 
them,  that  they 
perceived  it  nul : 
and  ihty  ftrticdto 
slQl  him  of  that 
laying* 


46  Then  there 
a  role  a  rcaiojilut' 
an3ong  thein  \ 
which  of  them 
Jliould  be  great- 

eft. 


4T  Arid  Jefns 
perceiving  the 
thought  of  their. 

heart,  took  a 
child,  and  fet 
him  by  him. 

48  And  fa  id 
imtotheui.  Who- 
/brvtr  (ball  re¬ 
ceive  this  child  in 
my  name,  re¬ 
ceiver!)  r*te  ;  dnd 

whoioever  fhall 

receive  me,  re- 
teiveth 
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divine  power,  which  our  Melted  Lord  exerted  in  per* 
forming  this  (tupendious  work,  and  thereby  defeating 
the  triumphs  of  hie  enemies.  But  while  the  people 
were  ad  mi  ling  this  and  -other  miracles  which  Jefus 
had  wrought,  and  he  and  his  difciples  were  again  got 
togerher  alone,  (Mattb.  xvii.  19,-22.)  be,  to  guard 
them  agatnft  entertaining  any  thoughts  of  his  appear* 
itig  in  worldly  power  and  grandeur,  faid, 

44  Take  particular  notice  of  what  1  have  told  you 
before,  and  am  going  to  tell  you  again  $  often  think  of 
it,  reflect  ferioufly  upon  it,  and  live  in  the  daily  be¬ 
lief  and  expectation  of  ir,  that  ye  may  not  be  furpri- 
fed  and-  (hocked  when  ye  come  to  fee  it ;  viz.  That  I, 
whom  ye  know  and  believe  to  be  the  MelGah,  (hall  cer¬ 
tainly  be  given  up  to  tbe  power  of  'mine  enemies,  who 
will  put  me  to  death. 

45  But  how  plainly  foever  he  talked  to  them  of  thefe 
things,  their  heads  were  To  full  of  notions  about  the 
Meffiah’s  appearing  with  external  pomp,  that  they  could 
not  tell  how  to  underftand  his  (offering  and  dyiug  in  a 
literal  fenfe,  nor  could  they  imagine  what  he  intended 
by  fuch  expreflions :  And  yet,  he  having  fo  often  u  fed 
them,  and  (hewn  his  difpleafure  at  the  exceptions 
which  Peter  had  lately  offered  againlt  them,  (Mattb. 
xvi.  2i, — 23.)  they  were  afhamed,  and  afraid  to  make 
any  further  inquiries  about  his  meaning  in  them. 

4 <5  And  as  Jefus  wae.going  with  his  difciples  toward 
Capernaum^  {Mark  ix.  3 3.)  they,  lagging  behind,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  warm  debate,  about  which  of  them  fbould 
have  the  pre-eminence  in  the  temporal  kingdom,  which 
they  (till  expe&ed  Chrift.  would  foonfet  up  in  the  world, 
noewithftanding  all  that  he  had  faid  to  the  contrary. 

47  But  Jefus,  who  knew  what  was  in  man,  was 
perfectly  acquainted  with  all  their  ambitious  views,  and 
with  tbe  whole  of  their  vain  difpute,  though  he  was 
not  corporally  within  hearing  *,  and  therefore,  as  foon 
as  they  arrived  together  at  Capernaum^  he,  calling  for 
a  young  child,  fet  it  before  them. 

48  And  then  he  faid  unto  them.  This  child  is  3 
proper  emblem  of  the  true  fubje&s  of  my  kingdom, 
who,  like  him,  Ihoold  be  dili  mere  fled,  meek,  and 
humble,  free  from  all  ambition,  envy,  and  malice ; 
and  whoever  (hall  receive  any  perfons  of  thefe  holy  dif- 
pofitions  into  his  affeftion,  and  (hew  kin  duels  to  them 
in  obedience  to  my  command,  and  for  my  fake,  be- 
caufe  they  bear  my  image,  and  are  in  favour  with  me, 
(hall  be  accounted  of  as  if  he  had  done  it  perfunally 
to  royfclf ;  and  whoever  (hall  receive  me  into  his  heart. 


Oh.  It. 

ecWctli  him  that 
fcnt  me;  for  be 
tlor  i*  Iraft  a- 
mong  you  all, 
tlic  fame  Jhali  be 
gW. 


49  And  John 
an  fWered  andJakJ  > 
MiAer,  *c  faw 
one  editing  out 
d^viU  in  ii»y 
name ;  and  ve 
forbad  him*  be* 
ouie  he  follow- 
el  h  not  with  us* 


$q  And  Jefus 
feid  unto  him* 
Furbid  htm  not : 
fnr  he  that  is  not 
jffs  in  A  usf  is  fur 


yi  And  Et  came 

to  pafs,  when  the 

lime  was  come 
that  he  fhaa Id  be 
r  retired  up,  he 
Aedfdftly  fet  his 
face  to  go  to  Je- 
ruftbm* 


S%  And  ferrt 
mcilengm  before 
his  face:  and  they 
went*  and  enter¬ 
ed  into  a  Tillage 
of  the  Samari¬ 
tans  to  make  rea¬ 
dy  for  him. 

Si  And  they 
did  (tot  revive 
bias, 
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by  a  fclf-denying  faith  and  love,  for  fpiritiial  purpofes, 
Ihall  be  efteemed  as  paying  the  fame  religious  regard  to 
iny  Father  himfdf,  who  lent  me  into  the  world :  For 
this  is  the  rule  of  .my  kingdom,  that  be,  who  is  mod 
bumble,  condefcending,  and  felf-abafed  among  you, 
{hall  be  advanced  to  the  greated  honours,  and  mod 
highly  favoured  with  my  fmiles  and  bleffings. 

4 9  Then  the  apoflle  John,  dtfirous  ro  know  whether 
he  had  preferred  this  excellent  temper  on  another  00 
cafion,  faid,  Matter,  I  and  others  of  thy  difciples,  not 
long  fince,  faw  a  certain  man  making  ufe  of  thine 
authority  in  catting  out  devils ;  and  we  thought  pro* 
per  to  rebuke  him,  and  forbid  bis  doing  fo  any  more, 
as  fuppoiing  that  be  had  no  right  to  ufe  thy  name  for 
fuch  purposes,  becaufc  he  did  not  afTociate  with  us,  or 
with  any  of  thy  coni  Ian  t  followers. 

50  But  («>)  Jefus  being  difpleafed  at  fuch  a  peevifh, 
narrow,  unbecoming  party-fpirit,  reproved  Jchn  and 
his  companions  that  joined  with  him  in  ir,  faying,  Ye 
are  much  ro  blame  for  going  about  to  hinder  fuch  an 
one  in  my  work,  and  to  rob  me  of-  my  praife  ;  tor  he 
who  do  not  oppofc  us,  and  especially  he  who  carries  011 
the  fame  delign  with  us,  can  never  be  reckoned  as  an 
enemy,'  but  (houid  be  edeemed,  embraced,  and  en¬ 
couraged  as  a  friend;  though  for  reafons  which  ye 
know  not  he  may  not  think  proper  to  join  in  compa¬ 
ny  with  you. 

5t  Now  the  time  drawing  on,  when,  according  to 
the  determinate  counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God, 
our  Lord  Jefus  was  to- pais  through  his  latt  fuffe rings 
to  glory,  his  heart  was  fo  fully  let  upon  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  church,  that  he  rdblved,  and  fet  out  to  go 
to  Jervfalem ;  nor  would  he  hear  of  any  per fua lions  to 
the  contrary,  though  he  knew  the  terrible  things  that 
would  befal  him  there,  by  the  righteous  ordination  of 
God,  and  the  malicious,  wicked,  and  cruel  manage¬ 
ment  of  men  and  devils. 

5  a  And  as  his  dire  ft  road  from  Galilee  to  Jervfa • 
falem  lay  through  Samaria,  he,  to  give  as  little  offence 
as  poflible,  fent  two  of  his  difciplcs  beforehand,  to  let 
the  inhabitants  know  his  delign  of  patting  through  their 
country,  and  to  prepare  neceffiry  entertainment  in  one 
of  their  towns  for  himfclf  and  company. 

53  But,  foolilh  and  wicked  creatures  as  thefe  were, 
they  would  not  receive  this  noble  ft  ranger,  who  would 
have  borne  bis  own  charges,  and,  had  they  defired  it, 
was  ready  as  well  as  able  to  have  blefled  them  ;  nor 
would  they  fuller  him  to  enter  into  one  of  their  villa* 

G  2  ges, 


10* 

him,  becaufe  hit 
face  was  although 
lie  would  go  tor 
Jcmftlem. 


54  And  when 
hU  difciplcs 
James  and  John 
Aw  this,  they 
Aid,  Lord*  wilt 
thou  that  we 
command  fire 
to  come  down 
from  heaven,  and 
confiunc  them,  e- 
vea  u  Ellas  did? 


55  But  he  turn-* 
edp  and  rebuked 
them,  and  Aid  t 
Ye  know  not 
what  manner  of 
fpirit  ye  are  of* 


jtf  For  the 
Son 
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ges,  to  take  the  red  and  the  accommodations  which 
were  neceffary  for  him  and  his  followers  on  their  jour¬ 
ney,  becaufe  they  perceived  that  he' was  going  to  wor- 
fliip  at  Jerufaim,  and  thereby  praftically  declared  a- 
gainft  the  Samaritans,  who  warmly  denied  that  to  be 
the  place  appointed  of  God  for  his  worlhip  *. 

54  Then  the  tfifciples  James  and  John  looking  tip- 
on  this  to  be,  as  indeed  it  was,  a  heinous  indignity  to 
their  Lord  and  Mailer  $  their  hove  to  him,  and  steal  for 
his  honour,  fo  inflamed  their  paflions  again  ft  the  Sa¬ 
maritans,  that  they  were  for  revenging  the  affront  up¬ 
on  them  in  the  feverelt  manner,  fuppofing  that  they 
had  power  enough  in  their  commifflon  fo  to  do ;  and 
yet,  not  daring  to  attempt  it  without  his  leave,  they 
afleed  him  to  permit  their  ordering  fire  from  heaven, 
to  deftroy  thefe  abufive  wretches,  in  like  manner  as 
Elijah  did  of  old  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  two  cap¬ 
tains  and  their  fifties  that  came  to  offer  violence  to 
him  f.  (a  Kings  i.  to,  ia.) 

55  But  our  bteffed  Lord  turned  quick  upon  them, 
and  fharply  rebuked  them,  faying,  Alas !  ye  do  not  con- 
fider  what  fort  of  fpirit  it  is  that  would  pufh  you  upon 
thefe  croel  meafures ;  how  much  paflion  and  revenge, 
pride,  and  eff«£tation  of  temporal  power,  mingle  with, 
and  fecrctly  govern,  your  love  and  zeal  for  me  *,  nor  do 
ye  confider  the  different  nature  and  defign  of  the  dif- 
penfations  then  and  now. 

56  For  Elijah  was  the  mtnifter  of  the  law,  and  Came 
to  difplay  its  terrors  again  ft  the  horrible  abominations 
of  tbofe  days,  when  vain  idols  were  confulted,  and  fet 
in  competition  with,  yea  preferred  to,  the  living  and 
true  God :  This  was  high  treafon  agaiiift  Jehovah  as 
IfrarFs  King,  as  well  as  flagrant  idolatry  in  oppofition 
to  him  as  their  God ;  and  it  was  fiiitablc  to  that  ftate 
of  things,  and  to  the  terror  of  the  mount-Jintfi  dif- 
penfation,  that  Elijah  fhould  have  a  com  million  for 
bringing  fire  dawn  from  heaven,  to  vindicate  the  au¬ 
thority  which  God  bad  given  him,  and  to  execute  ven¬ 
geance  upon  them.  But  the  defign  of  the  difpenfa- 

lion 


N  O  T  E  S. 

1  As  the  fame  of  Jeflis  was  fpread  among  place  where  God  fhould  lit  worshipped : 
the  SarnaritarUj  on  account  of  what  he  lad  And  therefore,  fuD  of  &U  refcntmcnt,  they 
formerly  done  in  their  count  rv,  {J?»n  It.)  would  by  no  meins  entertain  him. 
aod  he  was  looked  upon  as  at  leaft  an  emi-  f  Efijtb  did  this  in  Samsria9  very  near, 
bchI  prophet ;  they  were  provoked  to  think  if  doc  at  this  particular  place;  and  this 
that  he  fhould  tfo  to  Jmfilcm  at  tli^s  time,  might  probably  put  it  into  the  difcipks  heads 
which  Teems  to  Imvo  been  the  feaft  of  taber-  to  make  fuck  ■*  furious  motion  now,  rather 
Jiacl«,  (Jwit  vii,  a,)  and  fhould  thereby  than  at  any  other  time  and  pUec  where  Chrift 
determine  direftly  a  gain  ft  them,  that  not  had  received  like  affronts,  is  particularly 
mount  C irizarlf  but  JcntfaUi/7%  wu  l he  arowg  the  Nizaraucs  ind  the 
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Son  of  mu  is  tion  of  love  and  mercy  which  I  the  Mr  fliah  am  come 
fowratBt'Hvtf]  *°  fo*  UP»  *®  not  t0  ddtroy  enemies  by  kindling  flames 
hutto&vt  them,  of  wrath  to  confume  them,  but  to  melt  and  win  upon 
And  they  weiit  them  by  heaping  coals  of  a  better  fort  of  fire  on 
l* p*®01*1*1  T"  their  beads,  and  to  work  fuch  miracles  for  the  eflabliflt- 
ment  of  my  caufe  and  intcreft,  as  are  not  of  the  re- 
vengeful,  but  merciful  kind.  And  having  faid  thefe 
things  to  pacify  and  inftrufit  his  difciples,  he,  with  all 
meeknefs,  turned  afide  with  them  from  this  place,  and 
went  to  another  town  or  village,  wbofe  inhabitants 
might  not  be  fo  ftrongly  prejudiced  againft  him. 

■it  Amt  it  can*  57  And  as  Jefus  and  his  difciples  were  walking  to- 

to  psJs  ihai  u  gether  *  in  the  road  to  Jiruf&tsm%  where  the  Jmts  ex- 
th*7  wnitjin  Ae  pc£ked  the  Mefliah  would  fet  up  his  throne  and  appear 
tnan*  fiid^wntli  in  his  glory,  a  certain  man  came  to  him,  and  offered 
him,  Lord,  I  his  fervice  to  attend  upon  him  wherever  he  went,  in 
Khlther^fo-wT  hopes  of  getting  great  riches  and  honour  under  him, 
tbougoefl.  58  But  Jefus,  knowing  the  carnal  defign  of  his 

yt  And  Jtfus  heart,  faid  to  him,  I,  the  Mefliah,  am  fo  far  from 
FoLsfeMhiita*  corn*nB  with  the  magnificence  of  a  prince  to  fet  up 
>iWL  !>ir<ls  of  the  a  temporal  kingdom,  that  I  have  not  fo  much  as  the 
»ir  iavt  neft* ;  conveniencies  which  are  afforded  even  to  the  foxes  and 
la an'^bath”1  rwt  the  fowls  of  the  air,  who  hare  their  places  of  abode 
«hcr«  u>  lay  las  and  fafety,  retirement  and  red  j  whereas  I  have  nei- 
ther  houfe  nor  home  of  my  own,  nor  can  meet  with 
common  civility  in  my  travels  for  lodging  or  enter¬ 
tainment  :  If  therefore  you  expect  great  things  in  this 
world  from  me,  you  will  meet  with  a  fad  difappo'w;- 
xnenr. 


$9  And  he fod  59  There  was  another  perfon,  to  whom  Chrifl.  made 

jfaUow  mTi'&it  motion,  faying.  Come  thou,  and  attend  up- 

iie  raid,  Lord,  on  me  and  my  fervice  ;  and  this  mao  intimated  that 
jitter  me  firftto  he  would  readily  comply  with  his  command,  only  he 
rulnr*  bur>  begged  leave  to  defer  ir  till  he  iltould  have  performed 
the  laft  offices  of  duty  and  refpeft  to  his  father  in  fee¬ 
ing  him  buried.  (See  the  note  -on  Matth .  via.  21.) 

Co  Jefus  fiid  60  But  our  Lord,  who  will  admit  of  no  exenfes  or 
outo  him ,  Let  jgjj-g  nor  will  fnffer  any  to  indulge  them  when  he 
their  comes  to  work  effectually  upon  them,  replied,  It  is 
not  for.thofe  that  are  alive  unto  God,  and  are  called 
to  devote  themfelves  to  him,  to  put  off  my  fervice  for 
thefe  lower  concerns*  Let  them  who  are  *  dead  in 

fm. 


notes. 

*  This  feems  not  to  refer  to  the  fame  cafe  without  fuppofinjr,  that  in  ti.e  former  cLuft 
tlavl  3s  mentioned  MnfiK  vtif.  I  he  dr-  our  hlclfcd  Lord  mcLnt  prr fo m  wtw  w  ere 
turn  ft  a  nets  of  pkee  and  time  bdn£  th.ftrr-  fpkitii.illy  or  nn«ily  dead, 
ent,  though  tbc  fubftancc  of  the  tunveifa-  A'ffc.ii*  is  5*  Ort*\u  13- and  1  TYw.  v.  6* 
tion  «p-ai  the  JHme.  rh»<  taftaiice  pf.drjy  Shews,  that  the  fmp- 

■  \Yc  ciiimot  make  fenft  of  this  pafljje,  turd-nedyu  of  ihU  for;  of  dt'-Ah  is  cor  to  lie 


~I0  2' 

their  dead  ;  hut 
go  thou  and 
prtadi  the  king¬ 
dom- of  God. 


Ci  And  ano* 
tides'  alia  laid , 
Lord,  I  vrill  fct- 
lav  thee ;  but  let 
me  firft  go  hid 
them  farewcl 
winch  ape  at 
home  at  my 
Jinufc. 

61  And  [efus 
fj|J  unto  fum  ( 
Ko  man  Ivivinir 
put  hi;  band  to 
thr  plou^li,  and 
looking  back,  is 
fit  for  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God, 
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fin,  And  dead  to  Gort,  by  a  difToIution  of  the  union 
which  originally  was  between  him  anti  their  fouls,  at¬ 
tend  to  the  btifmcfs  of  burying  them  that  die  corpo¬ 
rally,  by  a  difTolution  of  the  union  of  their  fouls  and 
bodies :  I  infill  upon  your  going  immediately,  at  my 
call,  to  preach  the  gofpd  of  my  kingdom  far  the  fal- 
vmion  of  loft  Tinners  ;  and  he  was  made  willing  in  the 
day  of  Chriii’s  power,  without  any  further  objection 
or  delay  *. 

fir  And  there  was  a  third  perfon,  who  offered  to  be 
one  of  Chrift’s  dtfciples,  and  a  preacher  of  his  gofpel, 
faying,  J.nrd,  I  would  willingly  gire  myfelf  up  to 
thee  and  thy  work,  only  let  me  firft  go  and  take  a 
decent  leave  of  my  relations  and  friends,  and  fettle 
the  affairs  of  my  family  at  home,  that  neither  my  re¬ 
putation  nor  my  temporal  interefts  may  fuffer. 

61  But  (Jt)  Jefus  replied,  in  a  way  of  fharp  rebuke 
to  him,  As  a  ploughman  muft  be  always  keeping  his 
eye  forward  upon  his  work,  ami  never  be  looking  back, 
or  elfe  his  hand  cannot  guide  the  plough  to  make  re¬ 
gular  furrows  of  a  due  and  equal  depth  j  fo  no  perfon 
who  takes  upon  him  to  be  my  difciple,  or  to  preach 
my  gofpei,  and  looks  wifhfully  back  to  the  affairs  of 
th  is  life,  as  if  he  were  loch  co  part  with  them,  can  be 
a  meet  fubjeft  for  my  kingdom,  nor  jit  to  be  engaged 
in  its  fervict. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


With  what  authnrityjlioe&  Chrift  coinmifEon  his  fervants  to  preach  the  gofpd; 
and  with  what  faithfulnefs  Jhonld  they  attend  to  their  work*  as  knowing  that 
they  muft  give  an  account  to  him  of  ail  their  behaviour  in  it !  And  O  how  much 
will  it  be  to  the  joy  or  grief  of  their  hearerSj  according  as  they  either  receive  or 
rejeft  them  ana  their  Lord  ■  Happy  are  they  who  are  not  afhamed  to  own  Cbrift* 
whatfuever  fu  firings  or  reproaches  they  may  meet  with  for  it;  but  fueh  as  are 
aftutmed  of  him*  his  truths  and  wavs,  Aid!  be  di  fawned  hj?  him*  to  their  utter 
cotifufion*  and  to  the  cvcrlafling  loft  of  their  own  fouls*  which  can  never  be 
compensated  by  thegreatefl  affluence  of  the  good  things  of  this  world  .-*"0  the 
trauiporiinp  pica fare  of  the  divine  prefence  i  Jt  is  good  for  us  to  bo  there  :  The 
vrciiuids  ot  human  nature*  in  its  prefent  ftate,  would  indeed  loon  be  overfrt 
with  it*  hrigMdl  mauifeftatiuos  on  earth;  hut  It  admits  of  lively  emblems  of 
what  will  he  feen  in  heaven,  where  all  the  taints  Jhall  appear  with  Chrift  in  glory* 
and  lltiiie  in  robes  of  light  like  him*  fn  the  mean  while,  all  that  wc  do  in  veil* 
gfon  mud  be  under  bis  direction  and  command*  and  all  our  hopes  toward  God 
mud  be  only  in  and  through  him*  in  whom  his  Father  is  well  pleated,  Our 
Lord  obferves  whether  we  have  ftny  true  faith  in  him*  and  to  what  degree  it 
prevails  in  us;  what  the  disputes  arc  which  we  mo  ft  eagerly  go  into*  and 

what 


X  O  T  E  R. 


confined  to  the  Gr-rijn  r,  as  if  it  rrhrcd  tm- 
I y  to  ihdr  deplorable  comliuon  as  tech;  for 
the  per  Gw*  hr  re  fpi'kcn  of  were  TfVJ/ 

*  Chrilt  ordering  him  to  go,  aii £  no  more 


being  Ci*d  of  this  man’*  continuing  to  objcA 
agtiuft  it,  intimate?,  that  his  heart  was  over* 
come  by  and  that  he  no  longer 
cd  on  tin  former 
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what  manner  of  fpirit  we  ate  of:  Anti  0  how  great  are  the  defers,  preju¬ 
dice#,  pride,  anti  paftion,  tint  remain  with  his  own  dUcipli*  !  He  highly  dif* 
approves  of  theft  thinpa;  but  wilh  what  tcodcnwfs,  .nul  applaufe 

docs  he  treat  meek  and  humble  fouls  1  And  how  wonderful  is  bis  conde- 
feenfion  and  grace  to  ftnncrs*  in  bearing  with  them*  in  having  rcfolutefy  un¬ 
dergone  the  greateft  fu  Airings  for  them*  and  in  taking  the  most  endearing 
methods  to  overcome  them  !  and  yet  upon  what  unworthy  preLer-ccs  do  they 
reitft  him,  or  excufe  themfclvcs  from  embracing  him  !  But  whoever  once 
beg  in  3  to  profeft  his  name,  or  to  engage  in  his  work,  fhould  per  II  ft  therein, 
and  never  look  bach  with  an  hankering  and  infnarmg  affection  to  the  bufi- 
nds*  pleasures*  or  honours  of  this  prefent  life,  as  ever  he  would  {hare  in  the 
b  Citings  and  glories  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  here,  and  for  ever  hereafter. 


**=r 


chap.  x. 


ChriJT s  commijjion  to  the  Seventy,  i 1 6.  His  difeottrfe  to  than,  and 
tbankjgiving  to  his  Father  on  tbelr  return,  17, — 24,  HU  dtfcoarfe 
with  a  lawyer  about  the  way  of  attaining  eternal  life ,  25, — 37. 
Hit  reproof  of  Martha,  and  commendation  <f  Mary,  38, — 42. 


Tm. 

AFTER  (lie's 
“  things  the 
Lord  appointed 
other  ft veuty  si* 
ft*,  and  fen t  them 
two  £ud  two  be¬ 
fore  his  free  into 
cwy  city  and 
place r  whuher  lie 
hirrr.clf  would 
<unie. 


t  Therefore 
fiUhcuracitheiTit 
The  iurvdl  truly 
11  «rtar,  but  the 
InkoureHtfrr  few: 
jitay  yc  therefort 
the  Lord  of  the 
h.iT-vdl,  that  he 
would  unit  forth 

hnnurmimohis 

luivdU 


5  Go  ymir 
:  Ikhold,  1 
Jrmi  you  forth  as 
limbs  a^iong 
wolves  < 


Paraphrase. 

A  S  our  Lord  had  about  a  year  before  fent  forth 
twelve  apoflles,  (chap,  vi.  12.  fee  the  note 
there  j)  fo  he  fent  Out  feventy  other  difeipies  with  the 
like  com miffion,  anfwerable  to  the  ferenty  elders  of 
Ijretel ,  who  were  partakers  of  the  fame  fpirit  which 
was  upon  Mofes,  (A'wwA.  xi.  25.):  And,  having  chofen 
theft  to  alTifl  the  apoflles,  he  fent  them  like  wife  by 
pairs,  to  go,  as  his  harbingers,  to  every  town  and  city 
of  the  Jews,  to  which  he  himfdf  defigned  afterwards 
to  follow  them. 

2  And  as  he  had  a  great  harueft  of  fouls  to  gather 
in  to  himfelf,  by  means  of  the  gofpcl,  firft  among  the 
Jews,  and  afterwards  among  the  Gentiles ;  he  intima¬ 
ted,  that,  notwithftanding  this  addition  of  feventy  to 
the  twelve,  the  number  of  hands  would  flill  be  vfcry 
fip a  11,  compared  with  what  there  would  be  occaRon 
for ;  and  therefore  ordered  them,  as  he  had  his  dif- 
ciples  before,  (Afattb,  ix.  38.  fee  the  note  there)  to 
apply  earnefidy  to  the  great  Lord  and  Proprietor  of  the 
liarveft,  that  he  would  add  (till  abundance  of  others, 
who  ftiouid  be  ikilful,  faithful,  and  laborious  preach¬ 
ers  of  the  gofpel. 

3  And,  fays  he,  go  ye  forth,  for  the  prefent,  to  the 
work  to  which  I  have  called  you  :  Obferve  who  has 
fent  you,  and  what  fort  of  people  I  tell  you  beforehand 
ye  will  meet  with  :  I  have  given  you  your  warrant, 
and  will  a  Cord  you  all  need  fid  protection  and  afliihnce, 
amidft  the  great  dangers  and  difcoungemcnts  ye  will 
be  expofed  to,  and  unable  to  defend  yourlclvcs  agmnit  ; 

while 
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4  Carry  nci* 
thcr  purfc,  ntvr 
fcrip,  nor  fhoc* ; 
£nd  fitlucr  no 
ran  1*7  the  way. 


5  And  into 
vW.it  fomr  Iiouie 
yc  enter,  firfl  (ay% 
V«ce  h  to  this 
hoirfc. 

6  And  If  I  he 
fori  of  pca^  be 
thercr  your  peace 
lb  ail  reft  ppon  it; 

if  not,  it  fhatl 

ttirn  to  yoq  a- 
pio* 


T  Anfl  in  the 
fame  hqufe  jc- 
tiidn,  catfng  and 
drinking  Juch 
things  a*  they 
dve ;  for  the  la¬ 
borer  is  worthy 
of  his  hire.  Go 
j>ot  from  boufe 
to  hoy^p. 


#  And  into 
vhatfwcr  dry 
ye-  cnjtfr,  and 
they  receive  yon, 
eat  tiu: h  things  as 
ftve  fet  bpfbrc 
you* 
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while  ye,  like  timorous  and  hdplds,  as  well  as  meek 
and  inoffenfive  lambs,  will  be  call  among  enemies, 
who,"  like  crafty  and  cruel,  violent,  and  furious  waives, 
are  feeking  ro  harrafs  and  deftroy  you. 

4  Commit,  yourfelvcs  by  faith  to  the  care  of  divine 
'Providence,  for  a  fupply  of  fiich- neceffaries  of  life  as 
ye  may  have  occafion  for ;  And,  in  confidence  that 
God  will  raife  up  friends  to  Ihew  you  kindnefs,  do  not 
trouble  yourfelvcs  about  carrying  with  you  money,  or 
food,  or  any  other  conveniencies,  no,  not  fo  much  as 
a  pair  of  fhoes  more  than  ye  have  on  your  feet :  And 
apply  yourfelvcs  fo  diligently  to  your  main  work,  as  to 
lofe  no  time  in  exchanging  compliments,  or  entering 
into  unneceffary  difequife  with  any  whom  ye  may  meet 
with  in  your  way, 

5  And  whenever  ye  go  Ipto  any  houfe  for  enter¬ 
tainment,  exprefs  your  hearty  concern  at  your  en¬ 
trance  into  it,  for  the  profperify  of  all  who  dwell  there, 
begging  that  God  would  abundantly  blefs  them. 

6  If  there  arc  any  who  hereupon  ibew  a  friendly 
difpoGtion  toward  you,  a  delire  of  peace  with  God, 
and  a  willi  ngnefe  to  -receive  die  gofpelof  peace,  they 
ft  all  leblcfled  in  anfwer  to  your  prayers  for  them: 
But  if  they.difcover  an  obftinate  and  prejudifed  fpirit 
againfl  you  ami  the  gofpel  of  falvation  relating  -to  the 
way  of  obtaining  favour  with  God ;  though  your  pray¬ 
er  may  not  be  anfwered  for  them,  it  ftall  return  with 
double  hleflings  upon  your  own  heads* 

7  And  take  up  your  abode  In  the  firfl  family  that  ye 
go  into  and  find  djfpofed  to  entertain  you,  coitrteoufly 
accepting  fuch  pravifioo  as  it  affords,  though  it  be  the 
meaneft  fare,  and  freely  eating  and  drinking  what 
they  fet  before  you,  without  any  pneafinefs  in  your 
own  minds  a*  if  ye  were  a  burden  to  them  "■  For  as  the 
.labouring  man  has  a  lawful  right  to  .his  wages,  fo, 
-while  ye  are  employed  .in  the  fcryice  of  their  fouls,  ye 
have  a  juft  claim  to  fpftenance  for  your  bodies,  andfo 
every  pne  will  think  who  receives  any  fpirirual  benefit 
by  your  labouES :  Do  not  therefore  fliift  your  quarters 
while  ye  have  any  work  to  do  in  the  neighbourhood, 
that  ye  may  not  feem  to  be  fickle  or  papiperers  of  your 
appetites,  nor  lofe  the  opportunity  of  cftablifhing 
friendftip  with  your  firft  acquaintance  there. 

8  In  like  manner,  whatfoever  town  or  city  ye  go  to, 
if  its  inhabitants  ,ftew  any  difpofitions  to  hear  your 
meflage,  and  ro  enterrain  you  among  them,  do  not  bo 
nice  or  curious  about  what  fort  of  food  they  offer  you, 
or  in  inquiries  whether  it  he  ceremonially  clean  or  not^ 

hut 


Ck** 

p  And  heal 
die  title  th^t  amc 
therein,  «nH  fry 
unto  them,  The 
kingdom  of  God 
h  come  nigh  on¬ 
to  you. 


10  But  into 
whatfbever  city 
yv  enter,  wa 
they  rtex'w  you 
no*,  go  your 
*  jys  out  into  tbe 
Greets  of  die 
iiimc,  and  ti»y, 

1 1  Even  the 
scry  duft  of  your 
<\tf  *Kirh  etcav- 
t'.h  on  us,  we  do 
wipe  off  agtioft 
you  i  noiwiih- 
Ojoding,  be  ye 
fore  of  this,  that 
[he  kingdom  of 
(Jod,  ts come  nigh 
vnto  you* 


n  But  1  fa  y 
unto  you,  that  it 

ihall  be  more  to¬ 
lerable  in  that 
day  for  Sodom, 
than  for  that 
city- 


13  Wo  unto 
thee  Chonxio  i 
wo  onto  thee 
BethJaida!  for  if 
rite  mighty  works 
had  been  done  in 
Tyic  and  Sidon, 
which  have  Iicen 
done 
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bat  eat  heartily,  like  perfons  pleafed  with  your  fare* 

9  And  in  return  for  their  civilities,  as  well  as  in 
confirmation  of  the  divine  authority  of  tbe  com  million 
which  I  have  given  you,  fet  you  n  elves  to  bcal  their 
Ecb,  by  miracles  wrought  in  my  name ;  and  while  ye 
are  doing  fuch  kind  and  endearing  works  among  them, 
tell  them  that  the  kingdom  of  the  Mefliah,  with  all  its 
rich  and  glorious  bldfings,  is  brought  near  to  them  in 
the  gofpel,  which  ye  are  fent  to  preach,  as  his  harbin¬ 
gers,  who  will  foon  follow  you  thither,  and  appear  in 
perfon  to  receive  all  that  come  to  him. 

10  But  if  ye  go  into  any  town  to  perform  miracles, 
am)  preach  my  word  there,  and  the  people  refolutely 
fet  themfelves  againft  you,  and  will  by  no  means  fuffer 
you  to  go  on  with  your  work,  withdraw  from  thence  5 
and  as  ye  pals  along  the  ftreets,  enter  a  folemn  and 
public  ptoteft  againft  them,  faying, 

11  We  (hake  off  the  very  duft  of  your  city,  which 
fticks  to  our  feet,  in  token  of  God's  abhorring  and  re¬ 
jecting  you,  and  of  our  reaving  you  to  his  righteous 
judgment,  for  your  obftinately  and  malicioully  resett¬ 
ing  the  means  of  grace  which  we  were  font  to  bring  to 
yon :  Bat,  at  the  fame  time,  charge  it  upon  them  to 
re6e£t  upon  tbe  dreadful  coofoqucnccs  of  their  de- 
fpifing  this  great  mercy ;  fince  they  fhall  certainly  one 
day  know,  that  the  gracious  difpenfation  by  the  long- 
expected  Meffiah  was  at  tail  brought  to  their  very  doors, 
and  freely  tendered  to  them  ;  and  that  there  can  be  no 
Other  remedy  for  them,  bqt  that  they  mud  inevitably 
■perifh  with  a  vengeance  for  their  wiffutly  rejecting  it. 

1  a  And  I  allure  you,  their  incorrigible  wickednefs 
and  infidelity  fhall  be  fo  far  from  going  unpunished, 
that  the  dcftrufHon  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  by  fire  and 
brimftone  from  heaven,  fhall  be  found,  in  the  day  of 
judgment,  to  have  been  incomparably  left  terrible  than 
that  which  fhall  be  brought  upon  them  ;  and  the  guilt 
and  miferies  of  the  notorioufiy  wicked  inhabitants  of 
thofo  antient  cities  (hall  be  for  lefs,  in  that  day,  than 
thefe  obftinate  refqfere  of  gofpcl-bght  and  grace  (hall 
then  be  loaded  with. 

13  On  this  oceafion  our  Lord  laid.  The  greateft  of 
all  woes  hangs  over  your  heads,  ye  impenitent  and  un¬ 
believing  inhabitants  of  Ckorazin  and  Rethfaida,  who 
have  been  in  oft  remarkably  favoured  with  endearing 
means  of  grace,  and  yet  have  fhut  your  cars  and  hearts 
againft  them  :  For  if  the  impious  heathen  cities  of 
Tyre  and  Sidon  themfelves  had  been  indulged  with  fo 
dear  a  revelation  of  Chrift,  and  fuch  numerous  uo- 

queftionable 
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quefti  enable  miracles  to  confirm  his  divine  authority, 
as  have  been  vouch  fafed  to  you ;  it  is  highly  probable* 
that  even  they  would  long  ere  now  have  yielded  to 
couvi&iun*  and  exprefled  their  humiliation  and  repent¬ 
ance  in  the  mo  ft  affecting  tokens*  like  per  foes  who 
cover  themfrlves  in  days  of  the  deeped  mourning  with 
fackdoth  and  alhes.  (See  the  note  on  Matth.  xi.  21.) 

14  liut  your  guilt  is  fo  highly  aggravated,  that  when 
God  (hall  come  to  execute  vengeance  in  the  great  day 
of  account*  it  Dial]  fare  better  with  the  people  of  Tyre 
and  Simn  than  with  you. 

15  And  as  for  thee,  O  Capernaum *  who  haft  been 
as  it  were  my  bead-quarters  where  I  have  chielly  re¬ 
dded,  preached*  and  performed  miraculous  works*  and 
who  haft  been  exalted  in  gofpel' privileges  to  the  very 
gates  of  heaven*  and  art  now  proud  and  profperousj 
thou  fhah  be  caft  down  from  all  thy  riches*  privileges* 
and  glory,  and  thy  inhabitants  Qiafl  be  prefled*  by  the 
heavieft  weight  of  God’s  wrath*  to  the  very  loweft  and 
horreft  place  in  hell. 

16  However,  Jefus*  to  encourage  the  fcrenty  dif- 
ciples  in  preaching  the  gofpel  wherever  they  could  get 
opportunity  for  it,  intimated,  that  their  labour  fliould 
not  be  altogether  in  vain;  but  that  they  fhould  be 
owned  and  honoured  among  many*  whatsoever  might 
be  the  event  as  to  others  ;  faying*  He  who  attends  to 
you*  and  heartily  embraces  your  meflage*  docs  in  ef- 
feit  pay  all  that  refpefl  to  me ;  but  he  who  flights  and 
rejc£ls  you,  and  your  preaching-in  niy  name*  thereby, 
in  reality,  thews  the  greateft  difregard  to  me  ;  and  he 
who  treats  me  with  negligence  andfeorn*  pours  all  that 
contempt  upon  my  heavenly  Father  himfelf*  who  fent 
roc. 

17  Upon  this  warrant,  and  thefe  encouragements* 
the  Seventy  fet  out  for  their  journey*  to  execute  Cbrift’s 
com  million  in  fc  vctal  towns  and  cities  where  they  could 

cvcn  meet  with  any  favourable  reception  ;  And,  after  fome 
time,  they  returned  to  give  an  account  of  what  they 
had  dons}  and,  having  fucceeded  beyond  their  own 
expectation,  all  the  fatigues*  hardftiips*  difeouragements 
and  dangers  they  met  with*  were  as  nothing  to  them  ; 
but  their  hearts  were  wonderfully  lifted  up,  and  they  fpoke 
to  Chrift  with  a  fort  of  joyful  furprife  **  faying*  Lord* 
we  have  not  only  healed  difeafee  in  confirmation  of  the 
doctrine  we  preached*  but  have  even  been  enabled  to 

caft 

NOTE. 

*  TVir  i-rj-  fcemeit  to  he  with  a  mixture  than,  as  far  *S  appears,  Oirif}  hail  cxprtf.  ly 
•f  fur^;;K',  bitauie  this  power  was  more  mauionod  in  their  com  million,  vtr.  9- 


done  id  yon,  t!*ey 
)ud  a  firniwUls 
s'tgo  rrjtfr.fd,  fa¬ 
ting  itt  fjckctpih 
Oiul  afatf* 


14  ftit  ft  ft.itl 
i’or  Tyre  and 

den  al  the  j«dg- 
then  /or 

you, 

1  j  And  thou*  Ca- 
pcnauiH,  vliich 
art  molted  to 
h«vtn,  fa  all  be 
fUm£t  down  to 
belt. 


ttf  He  that 
■irvrhvouthctif- 
cth  nit  ;  and 
lie  ih^t  defpfeih 
you  ,  dt'faifah 
mr. ;  Jtnd'hc  Uint 
rirfpifafh  m?,  dc- 
fpifab  him  Uia: 
fcot  ine* 


I*  And  the 
frremy  rerurned 
afaiw  with  j^v, 
frying  ,  , 


Ch.  i. 

even  the  devill 
art  fubjed  imro 
m  through  thy 

UUDC. 

r&  And  he  laid 
unto  them,  I  be¬ 
held  SoUfi  a $ 
lightning  foil 
from  heard)* 


77n  EvangeUjt  Luke  far&phrafci*  jof 

caft  out  devils  in  thy  name  ;  fo  that  nothing  can  (land 
before  thy  power  which  has  been  with  ns*  and  has  tub* 
jetted  them  to  us* 

1 8  Jefus  replied *  This  is  no  more  than  I  knew  be- 
fore-band  :  For  when  I  font  you  forth  to  preach  the 
gofpel  and  confirm  it  with  miracles,  I  faw  the  forces  of 
hell  falling  before  you  all  cn  a  fudden*  like  lightning* 
which  darts  down  in  an  inftant  from  heaven  ;  and  this 
is  but  the  prefage  and  beginning  of  the  fpeedy  triumphs 
that  my  gofpel  {hall  make*  with  an  amazing  fpread 
over  the  whole  kingdom  of  darknefs*  in  turning  the 
hearts  of  Tinners  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God. 

19  And  in  order  to  the  further  advancement  of  this 
great  end*  behold  I  now  renew  and  enlarge  my  former 
comtmifion*  and  give  you  power*  through  my  name*  to 
fubdue  and  triumph  oyer  your  grand  adverfary  the  de¬ 
vil*  and  all  his  inflruments*  who  are  as  fubtile  and 
mifehievous  as  ferpents  and  fcorpions;  and  over  all 
forts  of  venomous  creatures  **  that  none  of  them  may 
be  able  to  do  you  any  harm. 

20  NeverthelelSf  that  they  might  not  over-value 
themfolves  upon  the  powers  they  had  already  eicerci- 
fed*  and  now  further  received*  he  added  this  gracious 
caution*  Let  not  your  rejoicing  terminate  here*  nor  let 
it  be  your  chief  joy*  that  evil  fpirits  themfelves  are  pot 
into  fuhjettion  to  you*  and  are  difpoflefied  by  the  au¬ 
thority  which  I  have  given  you;  for  all  this  honour 
might  be  conferred  upon  you  for  promoting  my  caufe 
and  kingdom  in  the  world*  and  ye  yourfdves  might 
notwithstanding  eternally  perifli  1  But  exult  and  triumph 
principally  in  this*  that  ye  are  enrolled  in  heaven*  a- 
mong  the  cbofen  and  called  of  God*  as  perfons  whofe 
names  were  written  in  the  book  of  life  from  the  foun* 
dation  of  the  world*  (JEcv.  xvii.  8*)  and  who  {hall  be 
adjudged  and  received  to  the  everhfiing  inheritance. 

21  While  Jefus  was  thus  directing  his  difciples  to 
rejoice*  above  all  things  elfe,  in  God's  free  favour  and 
love*  relating  to  their  eternal  falvntion*  his  own  heart 
was  fo  exceedingly  delighted  with  this  thought*  that 

™ xtvpvT*}  it  even  leaped  for  joy;  and,  in 
holy  rapture*  he  faid*  I  adore  and  blefs  thee,  O  my 
Father*  thou  great  proprietor*  difpofer*  and  governor 
of  all  perfons  and  things  in  heaven  and  earth*  that 

while 

NOTE. 

*  Here  ffftns  Co  be  analluftwito  inflruments,  was  a  remarkable  in  fiance  nr 

13.:  av-d  tMs  w'js  literally  fulfill  til,  Owl's  fulfillinj;  the  firll  pminifr,  ftr«.  i».  t  j. 

x&viii*  j,  And  1  he  poivtr  CKrifi  here  that  the  feed  ol‘  the  woman  Ihuuld  bru Lie  1  be 
to  the  Seventy  Satan  and  ail  his  ferpent's  head* 


r  p  Behold,  I 
give  unto  you 
power  to  tread 
on  ftrpCQtS  and 
ieorpsons  >  and 
over  all  the  pow- 
it  of  ibe  enemy; 
uiid  nothing  Iball 

by  any  means 
hurt  you. 

ao  Hot  with - 
duuling,  in  this 
rejoice  uot,  that 
the  fpiriti  arc 
Jbbjrft  unto  you: 
hut  rather  rc  * 
juice  ,  bccaufc 
names  are 
written  in  hca- 
ra¬ 


il  In  that  horn 
Jtfu>  rejoiced  in 
jpirit,  and  faid,  1 
Thant  thee,  O 
Father,  IjOid  of 
tkcAvat  and  earth, 
that 


lot  The  EvangeBfi  Lcke  paraphra/ed.  Ch.  x. 

dtathoiihaQhid  while  tbou  haft  feen  fit  to  f  leave  men  of  parts  and 
Ste  wlftanid  pm"  learn>ng  to  their  own  wilful  blindnefs  and  prejudices, 
dem,  and  baft  k-  which  hinder  their  difoerning  the  truth,  excellence, 
vcaled  them  unto  and  importance  of  what  they  have  heard  concerning 
i^uhct,  forVo  ii  the  myfbtries  of  thy  kingdom ;  thou  haft,  nevertheless, 
r^mrd'  good  in  in  the  riches  of  thy  grace,  and  to  fet  it  off  with  the 
thy  ftjjbt,  more  advantage,  freely  discovered  them  by  thy  Spirit  to 

perfoits  of  low  capacity  and  mean  fignre  in  the  world, 
and  haft  opened  their  hearts  to  embrace  them  :  This  is 
the  way  which  thine  infinite  wifdom  and  good  pleafure 
have  taken  to  glorify  thyfelf  in  their  Salvation ,  and  it 
highly  hecometh  thy  greatnefs  and  goodnefs  to  difpofe 
of  thine  own  free  Savours  in  a  {bverdgn  manner. 

**  AH  things  22  And,  to  fhew  his  own  full  concurrence  with  his 
are  dcli*w«.t  »  Father  herein,  he  immediately  added.  As  univerfal  do- 
and  no  man  minion,  lo  all  the  peifons  whofe  names  are  written  m 
t  no  wall  who  die  heaven,  and  all  things  defigned  of  God  to  be  revealed 
FadiCT'  and  Jho  and  communicated  to  them,  ate  committed  to  my  ma- 
liw Father », but  nagement  in  my  office-capacity:  And  there  is  fuch 
the  Son,  and  he  an  entire  intimacy  and  harmony  hetween  the  Father 
•riU  r«eJ  1  and  Son  in  their  knowledge  of  one  another,  that  none 
but  the  Father  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  nature 
and  will,  defign  and  work  of  the  Son }  nor  docs  any 
one  under ftand  what  thefe  things  are  in  the  Father  ex¬ 
cept  the  Son,  and  fuch  other  perfons  as,  in  their  mea¬ 
sure,  receive  them  by  revelation  from  him,  whofe  So¬ 
vereignty  in  revealing  them  is  anfwerahle  to  that  of  his 
Father  in  his  eternal  purpofes  about  them. 

*j  And  be  35  Then,  turning  to  his  difciples,  he  pronounced 
iii  tifiVes, U*nd  them  blcfled,  bec-tufe  he  had  made  them  fo,  faying  to 
/aid  pnvsuly  ,  them  in  private,  Te  are  happy  creatures  indeed,  who 
hie  fled  ere  the  fee  the  Mcffiah  appearing  in  the  flelh,  and  Setting  up 
things  that  k's  kingdom  in  the  world ;  and  who  know  thefe  im- 
yc  fee.  poFtant  things  for  yourfelves,  having  heen  affiircd  from 

my  own  mouth  that  your  names  are  writen  in  heaven, 
(wr.  ap.) 

t*  For  i  tell  24  For  J  affiire  you,  that  many  prophets,  holy 
iwprophrt*  and  men»  and  kings  of  ffrael ,  who  were  beloved  of  God, 
lungs  have  deft-  and  eminent  for  their  religion,  longed  to  fee  the  glori- 
vrf  »  fee  Uiofe  ous  light,  privileges,  and  bleffings,  of  the  MeJEah’s 
fee,  and  have  not  kingdom,  and  to  thare  in  them}  but  were  never  m- 
ftro  {Jim ;  and  to  dulged  with  this  favour,  as  ye  are:  And  they  would 
i”ieh1,IJlc,hftir*  ^a?e  been<glad  to  hear  the  blcfled  ridings  of  Salvation, 
*  yt  #nd  with  that  clearnefs,  pleafure  and  advantage,  as  ye  have 

heard 


NOTE. 

t  Chrift  rejoiced  not  in  the  deftmftion  of  i^fcrvet  to  him  the  enure  glory  of  our  fjl- 
fhe  wife  And  prudent ;  bur  in  the  difphy  of  vitinro,  and  hides  pride  from  the  of 
the  riebci,  fitenefs,  and  foracigtity,  mao* 
pod's  grace  to  other* ,  in  fuch  a  manna:  *1 


Ch.  x. 

znd  have  sot 
Jttvd  i&tm* 


1 5  And  behold, 
*  certain  lawyer 
Aood  up,  and 
tempted  him  , 
faying »  Matter , 
what  (ball  1  do 
to  inherit  eternal 
life? 

xs  Heftidira* 
to  him.  What  i* 
writ  ten  in  the 
bw  ?  how  red^ 
tit  thou  i 


And  he  an- 
frering  Cud  , 
rfhou  {halt  love 
the  Lord  thy 
Hud  with  aJLth* 
h«n,  and  with 
alLihy  fend,  and 
ullli  ail  thy 
ftreng'li  t  and 
with  all  thy 
ntind  i  and  thy 
ncighbourulliy* 
felf. 

aS  And  he 
fi/id  unto  him* 
Thou  had  an¬ 
swered  right  * 
this  dnt  and  thou 
ihJi  live. 


The  BvcmgtUfi  Luke  parapbrafed.  rd£ 

heard  them,  but  never  obtained  this  defire  of  their 
hearts.  Thefc  things  Were  hid  from  ages  and  genera¬ 
tions  part,  in  comparifon  with  the  plain  difeoveries 
which  are  now  made  to  you. 

35  At  another  time,  there  was  a  remarkable  con* 
reriation  between  our  Lord  and  a  certain  feribe ;  This 
man  came  to  Jtfiia  with  a  defign,  if  poffible,  to  pofe 
him,  or  get  feme  advantage  againft  him,  laying,  Mas¬ 
ter,  as  you  profefs  to  teach  the  way  to  eternal  life, 
pray  what  is  needfary  lor  me  or  any  other  man  to  do 
to  obtain  it  ? 

26  Jefus  blowing  the  captious  temper  with  which 
he  put  this  queftion,  replied,  Since  you  are  a  profeffed 
interpreter  of  the  law,  and  expe&  frlvation  by  it,  what 
do  you  fry  are  the  terms  which  it  propofes  for  life  ? 
What  do  yon  read  there  about  it,  and  how  do  you  un- 
derftand  the  matter  i 

27  The  feribe  readily  anfwered,  What  the  law  in- 
lifts  on  as  the  condition  of  life,  is  fummarily  compre¬ 
hended  In  loving  the  Lord  our  God  fupremely,  unre- 
fervedly  and  conftantly,  with  the  united  concurrence 
of  all  the' faculties  of  the  foul ;  and  in  bearing  fuch  a 
fincere  good-will  to  our  neighbour,  as  to  make  the  love 
of  our  (elves  the  rule  or  meafure  of  our  iHfpoGrions  and 
behaviour  to  him,  fuppofing  he  were  in  our  circumftan* 
ces,  and  we  in  bis. 

28  JefilS  owning  this  to  be  a  juft  fqmmary  of  what 
the  moral  law  requires,  and  deGgning  to  convince  the 
feribe  of  his  own  dcfe&s,  replied,  Thefe  are  indeed  the 
demands  of  the  law  for  j unification  and  falvation ;  See 
then  that  you  fully  come  up  to  all  this  in  your  duty  to 
God  and  your  neighbour ;  and,  on  that  condition,  you 
(hall  inherit  eternal  life. 


i.  But  he ,  39  But  the  feribe  being  de/irous  to  fhift  off  con- 

willing  10  juflity  vi&ion,  and  fupport  a  good  opinion  of  bimfelf,  flipped 
ftftt.  And  ""ho  over  what  related  to  the  love  of  God,  and  alked  what 
; 5  m/ neighbor;  was  meant  by  our  neighbour;  imagining  that  it  figni- 
fied  only  one's  friends  and  acquaintance,  or  perfons  of 
the  lame  country  and  religion,  and  that  a  juft  and  kind 
behaviour  toward  fuch  fufliciemly  anfwered  this  de¬ 
mand  of  the  law. 

snfwfnjf  5S*  3°  Then  JefuS  Kplied,  You  may  form  a  good  no- 

A  ecmio  mu  tion  of  what  the  word  neighbour  imports,  by  the  fr>l- 
u tnt  down  from  lowing  reprefcotation  of  a  fuppofed  cafe  :  A  certain 
/ictof  ud  travelling  front  Jerufalem  to  •  Jericho ,  fell  into 

nuu>g  the 

NOTE. 


*  Jtritho  svis  in  the  tribe  of  Brnja^a^  a-  JervjrJtm  \  xnd  JtM'tfk  writers  tell  us,  th;t 
b»:ti  eighteen  ormdcicca  mile*  tfafrcrly  from  atom  wive  tboufead  ftAmuiry  pririh  and 

Levies* 


TtO  The  Evangeltfi  Lines  paraphrased.  Cfa.  t, 

niMif  lUievn ,  the  hands  of  wicked  men,  who  having  robbed,  ftripped* 
whiai  woen(ied,  and  barbarouily  abefed  ■  him,  left  him'  wat- 

»ni(,aodwi>aiJ-  lowing  in  his  blood,  and  almoft  dead, 
cd  Wot,  ami  <ie-  3 1  Now  Providence  fo  ordered  it*  that  the  firft 

P"^11  who  P3®*1  *}*lt  way  was  a  certain  prieft,  whofe 
jt  And  by  profeflion  and  public  character  ought  to  have  engaged 
chuccthcreczmc  him  co  fliew  the  utmoft  tenderoefs,  compaifion,  and 
prieft  carc*  towar<l  (hi$  poor  mifentUe,  hclplefs,  and  peri  Al¬ 

and  a-hen  he  Taw  ing  objeG,  cfpedaily  he  being  one  of  bis  own  religion 
litra  he  p*ffiad  by  and  nation ;  and  yet,  as  fooa  as  he  Taw  him,  he  turned 
an  the  other  fide.  0gr  to  tj,e  other  fsde  of  the  road,  and  pwfued  his  jour* 
ncy  without  doing  any  thing  toward  bis  relief. 

3*  And  tike-  32  The  r.ext  that  came  was  a  Levite  f,  whofe  of- 
wtie  a  Lcviic,  Hce  and  profeflion  likewife,  one  would  have  thought, 
the^phw^canie  m*ght  have  moved  his  companion  toward  fo  diltrefled 
and  Lauteii  a  countryman  and  brother  3  and  yet  he  hardened  his 
Hat,  and  pa(T«i  heart  again  It  him,  and  only  juft  looking  upon  him 
fide.011  tle  w  a  to  gratify  his  curiofry,  patted  bjr  at  a  diftance  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  way,  without  giving  himfelf  any  trou¬ 
ble,  or  being  at  one  farthing’s  charge  to  help  him. 

33  But  a  ccr-  33  But  at  length  a  certain  Samaritan ,  travelling 
tain  Samaritan ,  on  that  road,  came  to  the  place  where  he  lay ;  Anti 
ome*  CwT'he  though  the  enmity  between  that  people  and  the  Jews 
was  1  and  when  has  been  fo  extremely  great,  by  means  of  their  frequent 
h«  fiw  him  he  bitter  quarrels  about  religions  and  civil  concerns,  (fee 
•»fiiD^0mt>a  ,<>0  ^e  note  on  John  iv.  9.)  yet,  as  foon  as  this  Samari* 

34  And  went  tan  faw  the  poor  fewijb  manger  in  all  his  dtftrefs,  his 
to  him,  and  eye  moved  bis  heart  into  companion  toward  him  : 

34  And,  going  up  to  bim,  he  wa&ed,  fuppled, 
in  nil  and  wine,  and  <J  re  fled  his  wounds  in  the  belt  manner  he  could  ; 
and  fct  him  <m  and  then,  helping  him  to  mount  his  own  beaft,  he 
and  hmught’him  carried  him  to  a  public  houfc,  where  he  might  have 
to  an  inn,  and  better  afliftance,  and  took  care  that  all  proper  means 
took  care  of  him.  might  he  ufed  immediately  for  his  comfort  and  recovery 

iS  And  on  the  *  * 

morrow ,  when  incrc*  # 

ht  departed,  he  35  And,  being  obliged  to  proceed  on  his  journey 
took,  out  two  -  the  nest  morning,  he  called  the  inn-keeper  3  and,  pay- 
ifewto  the  £(U  *nS  bim  *  what  -the  wounded  man’s  lodging  and  other 
and  ntceflaries 

NOTES, 

Levitts  dwelt  there,  who  dod  to  attend  the  *  Two  Rman  pence  amount  to  about  fif- 
Jervwe  of  the  temple..  The  road  therefore  teen  pence  of  our  money,  which,  according 
het^ccn  thofc  two  cities,  u-hkh  lay  through  to  the  rate  of  proviftons  in  that  country, 
defart  and  rocky  places,  w*s  much  frequent*  might  anfwer  the  charge  of  a  night's  l&dg* 
cd  bjrpmfts  and  Ley  it  and  infefted  with  ing,  and  of  the  little  food  that  die  poor  man 
thieves*  ^  might  be  fuppoftd  to  hare  ca  t  But  fome 

t  Lmtiet  were  principally'  meant  filch  think,  that  this  is  to  ke  underftood  of  money 
defendants  of  Levi  as  were  employed  in  the  left  in  hand  for  future  charges,  with  a  p«>- 
Jowrr  offices  of  the  temple,  in  fuburdtna-  mift  of  paying  whatlbcver  they  might 
tiou  to^  the  pritfts,  who  tike  wife*  being  of  mount  to  more ;  rod  others  fuppote,  that 
the  family  of  Aotqu^  ddcumlo]  from  Lew  here  is  a  reference  to  the  half  fhckcJ,  which 
by  iCeAfffL  t  Gfcrwr*  xaiii,  0, — j;,  va s  to  be  paid  for  the  raufom  of  a  man** 

t*rul 


Ch.  z. 

Lnd  bid  unto 
him,  Take  care 
s.i  him  ;  and 
nhatrorvcr  thou 
fprndeli  more  * 
ul.cn  1  conic  b- 
;*■ 'in,  I  will  repay 
the?, 

^  Which  n n# 
•■f  Ihefc  three  j 
ti.-okert  tlicu  t 
v:*$  odghboor 
in-io  him  that 
I*  It  am  wig  the 
(L'jdVtt? 

-57  And  he  faid, 

lie  that  Ihtwcd 
mercy  on  him* 
Ti:cn  (aid  Jefiis 
unto  himt  Uo  t 
-ri‘ri  do  thou  like* 
iviic. 


Kw  it  came 
M  ]Kd\,  a*  they 
vent*  that  he  c»- 
tcivJ  i«w  a  or- 
Et;u village;  and 
i  certain  woman 
jt.itd  Martha 
Uiclved  him  ifllo 
her  lion  A. 

3P  And  lbs 
h  ^  i  a  fitter  called 

fd-fy,  which  al¬ 
io 


7&  Evangelifi  Luxe  paraphrased.  tiK 

neceflariea  there  came  to,  charged  him  to  tale  all  for* 
ther  requisite  care  of  him  ;  and  promifeil,  that  what* 
ibever  the  expence  might  be,  be  would  defray  it  at  hi* 
return  f 

3 6  Now,  laid  our  Lord  to  the  feribe,  which  of 
thefc  three  men  do  you  think  might  juitiy  be  deemed 
the  neighbour  of  this  poor,  it  ripped  and  wounded  man  ? 
"Was  it  the  prieft  or  the  l.evite,  who  flmt  up  the  bowels 
of  their  companion  again  It  him,  and  did  nothing  For 
him  ?  or  was  it  the  Samaritan,  who,  though  a  ftran- 
ger,  and  of  a  different  religion,  n>t>k  fuch  tender  care 
of  him,  and  did  fuch  kind  e dices  for  him  ? 

37  The  feribe  replied,  lie  who  was  fy  ccmpttffion- 
ate  and  kind  molt  certainly  beft  defer  veil  this  charac- 
tor  *.  Then  our  Lord  fait!  unto  him,  See  that,  in  i- 
mitation  of  this  Samaritan,  you  maintain  a  like  bene¬ 
volent  and  merciful  regard,  not  ovrly  ro  your  friends 
and  acquaintance,  and  pv-rfoits  of  your  own  religion 
and  party,  hut  likewife  to  fuch  as  ere  it:  angers  and  c- 
nemics,  before  you  pretend  to  have  perfectly  kept  the 
law,  or  to  claini  a  title  to  eternal  life  for  your  obedi¬ 
ence  to  it. 

38  At  another  time,  Cbrilt  and  his  di Triples,  being 
on  their  travels,  went  to  a  town  called  Bethany,  near 
two  miles  from  Jervfalem ,  {Jdm  xi.  i£.) :  And  as 
Martha >  the  filler  of  Lazarut ,  lived  there,  J«fu5  went 
to  her  boufe,  who,  with  the  red  of  the  family,  gladly 
took  in  this  noble  G  us  ft,  and  all  his  attendants  for  his 
fake. 


39  And  as  upon  entering  the  houfe,  he,  according 
to  his  ufual  way,  began  to  preach  the  glad  tidings  of 
lalfttion,  there  was  a  lifter  of  hers  named  Mary,  who. 


NOTES. 


being 


fool  or  life,  Fx&f.  xxx,  ia,  1 3.  tiro  peace 
m  iking  that  in oi* 

t  F:oui  men  have  confidered  this  parable 
a*  u  fit  reprefematioa  of  the  mifcuble  (late 
oi  mankind  Ivy  nature.  Sin  ud  Swan  li:iv£ 
v-'uidcd  us  to  death,  and  wo  are  utterly 
;o  help  onrjelvrs.  The  law,  like  the 
pridl  and  LevUc,  the  minifttrs  of  it,  (hews 
j  o  companion  to  us,  nor  is  it  In  its  nature 
rr>hdp  csj  it  curie*  xtf  as  tnnf^tr  flora,  hut 
cannot  blefs  us,  or  aifrrd  any  relief  in  our 
d  jdorable  peril  hi  ng  drain*  fiances*  Bui  our 
Lord  Jcfus,  like  die  good  Sumwtita,  !u$ 
I1j.1l  compaffion  upon  us*  Though  we  hire 
Uco  enemies  to  him,  have  dilbonuured  and 
pnuvtkcd  him,  and  never  can  make  liini  a* 
for  any  favour  he  (hews  us;  yet,  of 
1  U  oqii  infinite  love,  his  eye  has  pitied  us, 


and  Lc  i-kcs  cart;  of  us  at  the  pence  of  his 
own  preebus  bl^od*  He  hLw*  ::p  our  wound* 
ed  /pints ;  b«Ls  the  broken  in  heart,  and 
pours  into  them  the  virtue  (if  his  blind,  and 
the  coiifbkuion*  01*  !ijs  Spirit,  which  are  in¬ 
finitely  better  than  oil  and  wine.  Jhit  lunv 
apt  and  hermit  id  loevcr  the  JVnHiin  le  may 
be  to  i  tin  Ante  tJu*  rods- rin*  low  and  cam*' 
p^flion  of  i-hrHt  in  p.inr,  wooded*  and  p<f- 
ridiinjf  jimls  *  yet  the  imtned:-i:e  view  of  our 
l.orJ  in  ibis  jwraldc  I*  fur  irdLuf  fun  in  inw 
pnrtant  points  of  *  nor  hnf  fcWd*  as  appears 
by  his  own  application  of  it  in  tire  following 
verfes. 

*  He  could  not  for  frim-  fay  orherwifet 
thou fch  lie  the!  eb  y  u :::  lvo  ui  .t  *.  i  y  cn  nHe  m  tr ■  E 
himlcif,  and  overthrew  hb  <>w:i  lalfc  notKn 
of  the  Ti;:**llbcur  to  v;]^r:i  «»r  Lve  ssdu?- 


us  Tit  EvaageEJi  Lines  paraphrafeiL  Oh.  *<- 


ft  fa  *t  Jefu* 
fort,  and  beard 
fils  word. 


40  But  Martha 
was  cumbered  a- 
boat  much  ferv- 
lngt  sad  came  to 
Mo ,  and  Odd  f 
Lord,  (loft  thou 
soc  care  iJia  my 
lifter  hath  left  me 
to  ferve  alone  ? 
bid  her  therefore 
that  QtcJidp  me* 


41  And  jcfai 
anfwcrd  ajffd  £ud 
unto  her,  Mar- 
lha,Mart)vi>th»ii 
ait  careful  and 
troabted  about 
many  thing*  \ 


41  But  one 
thing  is  needful  ; 
end  Mary  hai& 
chofen  that  rood 
pan  which  Thall 
not  be  taken  a~ 
way  from  her*  , 


being  a  great  lover  of  Chrift,  took  this  opportunity  to 
place  herfdf,  with  all  humblenefs  of  mind)  like  a  learn¬ 
er,  at  his  feet,  that  Gie  might  attend  onto,  and  receive 
inflruflion,  hy  the  gracious  words  which  pioceedcd  our 
of  his  lips. 

40  In  the  mean  while,  Martha,  being  defirous  to 
(hew  the  beft  relped  file  was  capable  of  to  her  Lord, 
was  mighty  bufy  in  preparing  a  fuitabie  entertainment 
for  him ;  and,  finding  that  Mary  was  unwilling  to  be 
called  off  from  hearing  his  difeouifc,  ihe  went  and 
complained  of  her  to  him,  faying.  Lord,  I  cheerfully 
take  all  the  pains  I  can  to  provide  for  thee  and  thy  dif- 
ciples,  but  the  work  is  really  more  than  I  am  well  able 
to  manage  by  myfelf:  Dolt  thou- not  think  it  reafon- 
able  that  my  fitter  fhould  take  her  part  with  me  in  it  i 
Pray  be  pleafed  to  order  her  to  give  me  her  aflittance, 
and  not  fit  ftill  to  hear  till  our  huny  is  over,  when  fhe 
may  have  a  fitter  opportunity  for  it* 

41  But,  contrary  to  her  expectation,  Jefus  replied 
with  great  earneftnefs,  O  Martha,  Martha ,  you  are 
ovcr-folidtous,  and  too  much  employed  about  things 
which  are  not  worth  fuch  anxiety  j  1  do  not  need  or 
require,  nor  do  I  like,  that  you  fliould  fpend  fo  much 
thought,  time,  and  pains,  about  entertaining  me,  who 
came  not  to  be  minillred  to,  but  to  mini  Iter  j  ami, 
though  it  be  intended  as  a  token  of  refpefk,  you  di- 
ftra£t  and  encumber  yoorfelf  about  every  filing's  being 
done  in  the  handfomeft  manner,  beyond  what  is  proper 
for  the  occafion  of  my  coming  hither. 

42  But  let  me  tell  you,  One  point  ts  ne cellar y, 
which  your  many  other  things  ought  to  give  way  unto 
as  infinitely  more  important ;  and  that  is  the  laving 
knowledge  of  myfelf,  and  of  the  true  doftrine  of  eter¬ 
nal  life  whieh  I  am  come  to  preach :  Mary  has  had 
fuch  an  affe£Hng  fenfeof  the  excellence  of  this,  as  to 
make  it  her  choice,  in  preference  to  all  things  elfe ; 
and  Ihe  has  herein  chofen  the  greatuft  good,  which  no 
powers  of  earth  or  hell  fhall  ever  be  able  to  deprive  her 
tsR 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  great  are  the  difficulties  ou  otae  hand,  and  the  atfiHances  on  the  other, 
that  attend  the  Terrains  oF  Chrift,  whom  fie  employs,  like  labourers  in  a  harvclt, 
to  gather  fouls  to  himfelf!  But  O  bow  much  work  is  there  of  this  fort  to  be 
done ;  and  bow  few  are  the  laborious,  skilful,  and  faithful  agents,  under  Chrift, 
that  are  engaged  in  it !  We  had  need  be  daily  praying  to  the  Loud  of  the  bar- 
ve(t,  to  furcifh  out  good  nrilnifters  for  his  fenrtce ;  and  fhonld  remember,  Owl 
as  all  their  authority,  qualifications,  and  alfiftances,  fo  all  their  fuoccb  depenu? 
entirely  upon  him.  How  great  is  the  joy  of  bang  iaftrumentil  in  advancing 


Ch.  il* *  7%e  EvangiSfi  Liter  paraphrafed,  ttj 

his  intereft,  and  overthrowing  the  kingdom  of  Satan  !  But  how  much  happier 
ftill  is  it  for  ourfctars  to  b*  fodnd  enrolled,  as  God's  fpccial  favourites,  among 
his  chiHnm  and  the  heirs  of  glory  1  And  how  fltould  they,  that  arc  magnify 
the  riches  of  his  fovererigii  grace  to  them,  who*  notwithfhmiiing  all  external  re¬ 
velations  of  God*s  mind  in  his  word,  would  nrrer  have  been  made  wife  to 
fetation  utilefs  Chrift  had  been  pleafrd  to  render  them  cited  ml  by  the  internal 
light  and  energy  of  his  Spirit  I  But  the  worft  of  all  woes  belcmg  to  fuch  os  wil¬ 
fully  rejeffc  him  and  his  gofpel :  ■  And  as  for  thole  that  define  to  be  under  the  few 
as  a  covenant  for  life*  let  them  hear  its  high  demands,  to  confute  their  vain 
hopes  of  being  juftified  by  their  own  obedience  to  it ;  and  yet  let  every  one  re¬ 
gard  it  as  an  everUfting  rule  of  righUunfaefe,  fummarily  comprehended  In  tbc 
great  command  of  perfect  love,  in  heart  and  behaviour*  toward  God,  and  to* 
wards  all  men,  ^whether  they  be  friends  or  enemies,  acquaintances  or  ft  rangers* 
of  the  feme  religion  with  one’s  felf  or  not.  But  how  fhotild  all  itiuuini^  after 
eternal  life  and  fetation  be  made  with  a  ferioua,  and  not  with  a  carious  or  cap¬ 
tious  temper,  as  ever  wc  would  be  dire&ed  into  the  right  way  of  obtaining 
them  !  And  as  the  concerns  of  our  fouls  are  of  the  greateft.  importance  above 
all  others*  how  fhotxfd  we  take  heed  that  no  fecufer  affairs  interfere  with  them  ! 
Gbrift  win  grarioufly  encourage,  countenance,  and  fecure,  the  happinds  of 
thufe  that  are  more  fuficitous  about  a  feving  acquaintance  with  triiriicif,  than  a- 
bout  outward  tcfttmoniet  of  refoect  to  him  which  he  never  required,  or  about 
any  bufmefs  relating  to  this  prtfent  life.  May  we  be  helped  to  chute  that  good 
part  which  ttull  never  be  taken  from  tis  1 


CHAP.  XI. 


Jtfus  teaches  his  dtfciples  htsrw  to  pray,  1,-13.  Csftt  out  a  dumb  de* 
vil,  and  proves  that  be  did  it  not  by  any  power  of  devils ,  14, — 26. 
Shews  that  the  doers  cf  the  word  are  blejfed,  27, — 28.  Reproves 
the  perverfenefs  and  obftinacy  of  the  Jews,  2p,”3 6. 5  and  the  hypo * 
crify  <f  the  Fbarifees  and  knbts>  and  denounces  woes  agaiujl  them 
for  it,  37,— 54- 


Text* 

AND  it  came 
^  to  pati  that  1* 
he  was  praying 
'uncertain  place, 
when  he  cta&d, 
one  of  his  dif- 


cipl«  Aid  unto 
him*  Lord,  tcbch 
us  to  pray,  as 
John  alfr  taught 
liii  difcipks* 
a  And  he  laid 
u  mo  them.  When 
ye 


Paraphrase. 

A  T  a  certain  feafon,  Jcfns  having  been  at  prayer, 
as  he  was  wont,  one  of  his  difctpUs  took  oc- 
cafion  to  apply  to  him,  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and  bis 
brethren,  faying.  Lord,  we  humbly  beg  that  thou 
wouldil  pleafe  to  direct  us  how  to  pray,  as  John  the 
Baptift  *  did  bis  difciples. 

2  In  anfwer  to  which  he  faid,  As  to  the  matter  of 
prayer,  let  your  petitions  be  for  fuch  things  as  may 
principally  be  filmmed  up  in  the  following  add  refs  \ 

«  O 


MOTE. 


*  flow  Jtfrn  t ht  BiTptifr  taught  hfe  difri*  xt  his  trmofl  on  the  mount*  f  Maith,  vL) 
pbs  to  pray.  Cad  not  Be  determined  »nh  aiktd  him  to  tdl  them,  Wlm  reque  ft*  they 
either  by  faiptute  or  thy  kia^iis  ftiould  make*  fuinblc  to  the  dHpcnfiran 
uf  antiquity  ;  but  k  Jbems,  that,  zs  tbc  which  was  now  fur thcr ad va need  under  h>m* 
y?wf  went  chiefly  ibto  tha-nkfeteiiig*  and  ir.d'he  Ic.ivint;  out  the  Honoloffy,  icniind^l 
tioxnlij^lej  in  their  preym,  ib  Jin  pve  his  them  <if  t'tofe  which,  in  thu  ferinon  fcnitf 
ilt  ciples  a  frmmary  ®f  pthtita r,  which  time  before,  he  had  L-ujjht  them  To  of!:r, 
lH.>uld  gp  into  theixs,  fultable  to  the  fixture  (ilfri/J.  vi.  9,  fee  the  tuxc*  there ;)  and 
of  the  difpcnlhciQD  they  were  (hen  under,  then  added  further  ifttln:Oions  concerning 
A^rordingly  one  of  Chrift’s  difciples,  pn>-  ihc  manner  iii  which  ch=y  Ihuuld  peitcrm. 
fcjMv  one  of  the  Seventy,  * bo  'vtsj n 01  prefciu  1  hat  du* y, 

vit.  If.  t  11 


m 

fc  pray,  ftv,  Oor 
l\uhjik  whidi  art 
in  h^jvcn ;  bil¬ 
lowed  he  thy 
f.?™.  Thy  knu'.- 
do::i  tome*  Thy 
u-iil  he  t!oru:y  aa 
irt  btMViJv,  fy  m 
caiiii* 


3  Oivewtl’ty 
Ly  diy  our  ddiy 
br taa. 


4  And  forgive 
us  uur  fins  i  for 
w*  jlfo  forgive 
4  wry  o^C  thtf  h 
judebted  to  iis4 
And  E^d  us  not 
iniu  temptation^ 
but  deliver  tu 
f*vm  cy:U 


f  Ami  he 
itlil  unto  them  , 
"Which  of  you 
fhilt  have  a 
friend,  and  ilall 
go  uuto  him  at 
midnigh:,aad  j>y 
unto  him,  Wicnd, 
lend  me  three 
loavu ; 

6  For  a  friend 
of  mine  in  his 
journey  h  come 


The  Evanwtijl  Luke  pafapbraftd*  Ch,*u 

<f  O  thou  common  Father  of  all  mankind  by  creation, 
and  our  God  and  Father  by  covenant,  whofe  throne  is 
in  the  heavens;  We,  encouraged  by  thy  power  and 
goodnefc,  humbly  int^cat,  that  thou  wouldeft  difplay 
the  glory  of  thy  perfcfiions,  by  thy  Spirit,  works,  and 
word ;  and  wouldcft  enable  us  aud  others  to  reverence 
and  adore  thee,  and  to  fliew  forth  thy  praife.  May  the 
Mefliah  be  exalted;  his  word  run,  and  be  glorified; 
and  many  fouls,  through  faith  in  him,  be  brought  into 
thy  kingdom  of  grace,  and  made  more  and  more  pjr- 
takers  of  its  hlefnngs  till  all  (ball  be  perfected  in  glory  \ 
And  O  that  we,  and  all  abound  us  on  earth,  may  be 
enabled  to  imitate  the  blefled  inhabitants  of  the  heaven¬ 
ly  world,  in  a  cheerful  and  univerfa)  compliance  with, 
approbation  of,  fubmifCon  and  obedience  to,  thy  will, 
in  whatfoever  inftances  thou  mayft  make  it  known  to 
us ! 

3  «  Bcftow  upon  us,  ifit^feem  good  in  thy  fight, 
the  neceflary  and  convenient  provifions  of  the  prefen t 
day,  and  fo  on  from  day  to  day  ;  And  add  fuel)  a  bid* 
fing  to  them  as  (hall  fructify  them  to  our  ufe,  and  re- 
fretli  us  by  them  that  we  may  be  fitted  for  all  the  du¬ 
ties  to  which  thou  called  us  while  we  continue  in  the 
body* 

4  *4  And  gracioufly  pardon  alt  our  fins,  of  every 
kind,  that  have  been  committed  again  ft  thee,  as  thou 
haft  commanded  and  inclined  ua  to  forgive  thofe  who 
have  wronged  or  offended  ua:  And  we  earnrftly  be- 
ferch  thee,  that  for  the  future  thou  wouideft  either  not 
fuffer  us  to  be  tempted  to  any  unlawful  thing,  or  not 
leave  us  to  the  power  of  any  temptation  whatfoever  ;■ 
but  that  thou  wouldeft  feafonably  ftrengthen  us  again  ft, 
and  give  ua  victory  over,  the  corruption  of  our  own 
hearts,  and  over  that  evil-one,  the  devil,  together  with 
all  his  wicked  In  ft  ru  me  ms,  and  thereby  prevent  our  dis¬ 
honouring  thy  name,  and  bringing  trouble  and  ruin  u- 
pon  ourfclves/* 

5,  6  And  our  Lord  further  frid  to  his  difciplcs. 
As  to  the  manner  in  which  ye  are  to  prefent  fuch  peti¬ 
tions  as  thefe  that  they  may  be  heard  and  anfwered,  it 
ftiould  be  with  great  earneftnefr  and  frequency,  and 
with  believing  importunity  and  perfeverance  till  ye  ob¬ 
tain  the  bletfiiigs  yc  pray  for ;  as  may  be  Hluftrated  by 
the  following  fimilitude:  Su'ppofe  any  of  you  bad  a 
friend,  and  ftiould  go  to  him,  in' the  dead  of  the  night, 
to  beg  a  fupply  of  fuch  ncceflfary  provifions  as  you  want , 
telling  him  that  another  friend  of  your’s,  being  on  a 

journey, 


Ch.  si. 

1o  me,  inj  t 
Jijvc  nothin «  to 
Cvl  brfore  him  ? 

T  And  he  from 
ttithin  lhali 
t*sr  4.1J  fay  , 
Tiuulilc  me  rat; 
the  door  is  uow 
frut,and  mycfail- 
dicn  ine  with  me 
in  bed  ,  I  cannot 
rife  and  *iveike. 

S  1  by  unto 
y<m>  though  he 
w\h  rior  rile  aod 
jfvc  him,  lice*;  ufc 
he  is  his  friend , 
yctt  braufe  of 
h\s  importunity, 
he  will  rife  and 
give  him  as  ma¬ 
ny  as  he  need* 
CLh. 

p  And  I  fay 
Onto  yotlj  Aft, 
and  it  frill  t* 
jmvcu  you ,  feck. 
Hod  ye  Hull  fuld, 
knock,  and  it 
frail  be  opened 
liruo  you. 


do  For  every 
one  that  ifkciU, 
rmiveth  ,  and 
lie  that  fccktth, 
Hr.de th  ,  and  cu 
him  that  knock- 
eJi,  it  [bail  he 
opened. 

j  r  If  a  ion 
JtfcU  aik  bread  of 
any  of  you  th*t 
is  a  father,  litJl 
Jj:  gi\e  him  a 
franc  *  or  if  he 
{tjk  a  fifli,  ufrl  he 
for  a  Hih  jjive 
him  a  ferptnt? 

ix  Or  if  he 
fr:«ll  jflt  an  ejry, 
v:d[  lie  ofiir  j<n;i 

■j  lCi-qk'£*(E  1 
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journey,  is  jutt  came  to  you  for  refreshment,  and  that 
you  have  no  manner  of  food  to  give  him. 

7  And  fuppofe  that  the  friend  you  apply  to  Should 
at  firit  fo  far  difeourage  you,  as  to  call  from  within  his 
houfe,  and  tlcfire  you  iiot  to  give  him  fo  uiifeafcnablc 
a  trouble,  telling  you,  that,  it  heiiig  late,  his  doors 
were  fattened  up,  and  he  and  all  bis  family  were  got 
to  bed,  and  therefore  he  mutt  be  cztufcd  from  rifing 
to  anfwer  your  requeft- 

8  If  a  man  in  thefe  circumftances  were  Hill  to  con* 
tinue  infixing  on  the  urgency  of  the  cafe,  and  to  repeat 
his  pleas  with  him,  like  one  who  hoped  in  his  good* 
nefs,  and  would  not  take  a  denial ;  1  tell  you,  that  at 
length  he  would  be  prevailed  upon,  by  fucb  preffing 
importunity,  to  rife  and  let  him  have  all  that  he  wants, 
though  he  would  not  do  it  merely  in  confideration  of 
the  friendfhip  that  had  been  between  them* 

t>  Now,  to  apply  this :  If  one,  who  Irtcwtd  fo 
much  backwardness  to  grant  the  reejueft  of  his  friend, 
was  overcome  at  laft  by  his  repeated  intrcatics;  how 
much  more  will  your  heavenly  Father,  who  has  the 
ki ruled  heart  toward  you,  and  never  thinks  you  trouble* 
feme  or  unfeafbnable  in  your  addrcfles  to  him,  fuffer 
himfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon  by  your  fervent  importu¬ 
nity,  though  he  may  not  immediately  anfwer  your 
prayers,  but  at  firft  may  feem  to  refufe  you*  1  there¬ 
fore  fay  unto  you,  Wbatfoerfrer  mercies  ye  fbitd  in  need 
of,  all:  them  of  God  in  faith,  according  to  his  word, 
and  he  will  freely  grant  them  :  Seek  to  hiru  with  ear- 
neftnefs,  and  ye  (hall obtain  them:  Be  importunate  foe 
them,  like  one  knocking,  and  continuing  to  knock, 
as  at  the  door  of  bis  mercy,  and  be  will  give  you  a 
gracious  anfwer* 

to  For  every  one  ifrho  applies  to  God  in  prayer,* 
with  faith  in  his  power  and  goodnefs,  and  in  his  pro- 
mife  Through  the  mediator  of  his  appointment,  aiul 
with  perfevering  earneftnefs  like  one  heartily  concerned 
for  the  ble flings  he  afks,  Audi  furcly  be  anfwcrcd,  in 
GodTs  way  and  time,  either  in  the  very  thing  he  prays 
for,  or  in  what  Infinite  Wiftlum  knows  will  be  as  good 
or  better  for  him* 

II,  12  And,  further  to  illuflrare  and  enforce  this, 
our  Lord  added  another  Gmilitudc,  faying,  Sunpofe 
any  of  you,  who  is  an  earthly  parent,  had  a  fon  that 
iliotild  afk  fur  neecflkry  food,  fuel]  as  bread,  fifb,  ati 
egg,  or  the  like;  would  you  deny  him,  ami,  inttcad 
thereof,  give  him  what^yon  know  would  be  as  ufdcfs 
ami  injtmjus  to  him  as  a  flonc,  u  ferpenr,  or  a  icorpi- 

11  i  on  i 
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t  IF  vc  then, 
being  evil,  know 
Jimv  toipve  j»uod 
gtfi>  unto  your 
children  , '  nw 
much  more  IhiU 
yoar  heavenly'  Fa- 
t her  give  the  ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  to  them 
that  iik  him  £ 


14  And  he  wa, 
fading  out  a  de¬ 
vil,  and  it  wag 
dumb*  And  it 
came  to  pii$t 
when  the  devil 
Was  gone  ont, the 
dumb  fpafcc,  and 
the  people  w ua- 
dered. 


Tt  But  fome 
of  them  fakl,  He 
Cartel  h  out  devils 
through  Heetze- 
bub  the  chief  of 
die  devils. 


id  And  others, 
tempting  Aiw, 
f might  of  him  a 
itgn  from  hea¬ 
ve  tu 


iy  Bat  he, 
knowing  their 
thoughts ,  fall 
unco 
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on  *  ?  Let  any  one,  who  has  the  heart  of  a  father, 
confult  his  own  bowels,  and  think  whether  he  could  do 
fo  unnatural  and  cruel  a  thing  to  his  own  fon* 

13  If  therefore  ye  you  rft  Ives,  who  are  under  the 
influence  of  irregular  pillions  and  various  humours, 
would  nevertheless,  merely  from  natural  affection  to 
your  own  offspring,  hear  their  cries,  and  give  them 
what  ye  know  to  be  neceflary  and  proper  for  them  ; 
how  much  more  will  the  infinitely  perftft  Father  of 
mercies  give  fuch  things  as  he  knows  to  be  for  the  Cafe- 
ty  and  happinefa  of  his  children?  {MauL  viu  11O 
Yea,  how  certainly  will  be  bellow  that  belt  and  moll 
neceflary  of  all  bleffiugs,  hi^  holy  Spirit,  upon  them 
whos  relying  on  bis  grace,  earntfUy  feck  to  him  in 
prayer  for  it  ? 

14  At  another  time,  our  blefled  Lord  undertook 
the  calling  out  of  a  devil,  who  had  utterly  deprived  the 
pofleffed  man  of  his  fpeech  :  and,  as  foon  as  Satan  was 
forced  to  depart,  the  dumb  man  fpoke,  thereby  making 
it  known  to  all  the  company  that  he  was  effectually  re* 
leafed*  And  the  generality  of  the  fpc&ators  were  a* 
mazed,  that  one  who  made  fo  low  a  bgure,  contrary  to 
what  chey  expected  from  the  MelBah,  fnould  exert  fuch 

Sod  like  authority  over-  devils,  and  heal  the  poor  di* 
:refled  creature  in  an  inftant* 

15  But  the  envious  Pharifitst  and  feme  of  the 
people  under  their  management,  gave  a  malicious  and 
wicked  turn  to  this  miracle,  privately  infinuating  one 
to  another,  that  he  call  out  devils,  not  by  the  power  of 
God,  but  in  concert  with,  and  under  the  influence  of, 
the  prince  of  devils,  called  Bgtlztbub  who  made  un¬ 
derlings  yield  to  his  fuperior  authority  over  them. 

16  Others  took  a  more  artful  way  to  diferedit 
Chriff  among  the  people,  demanding  fome  extraordi¬ 
nary  fign  from  heaven  as  a  demoaftration  of  his  being 
theMclfiah;  thereby  intimating,  as  if  all  the  miracu¬ 
lous  works  he  performed  upon  earth,  might  poffibly  be 
by  the  black-ait,  and  fo  proved  nothing  in  his  favour. 

17  But  Jefus,  knowing  their  evil  intent  in  ail  this, 
and  particularly  what  fome  privately  muttered  among 
thcmfelves  about  his  calling  out  devils  by  the  prince  of 

devils. 


NOTES* 


*  A  fcorpian  is  a  fmdl  hUcklrti  creiinrc  from  tbrir  temples  and  facrificts*  The  Ftf* 
of  the  ferpeat  bind,  and  is  exceeding  veuo-  Itjtina  worEhipped  a  deity  under  this  tide,  u 
niou*  and  mifrftkvous,  tiic  god  of  (a  Kings  i.  d*)  From 

f  The  name  BtchiM  fignidcs  the  god  «/  hence  It  is  probable  t bat  the  Jrws  took  the 
files;  ami  was  %\ yeti  10  the  heathen  name,  and  applied  it  to  the  chief  or  prince 

whom  his  worth!  p  per*  accounted  the  chkf  of  the  deviU,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have 
of  their  gods,  but  whom  they  meanly  re-  fome  rule  and  duminton  over  ihc  reft  of  the 
prowled  tu  einpkrycd  in  driving  **  die*  kht^dom  of  ttakneft* 


Ch.  si. 

urttnthcm,  Every 
kingdom  divided 
fgurnt  itfclf  U 
brought  to  defo* 
lation  j  and  ft 
hmifc  divided  »- 
gainfl  ft  hOttfe 
falkth. 


18  If  Satan  al- 
fo  be  divided  i- 
eainft  hrcnfclf, 
now  Hull  hi* 
kingdom  fhftdt 
boraofe  ye  6y 
thit  l  cafl:  out 
deviU  through 
BttkebnU. 


to  And  if  1 
by  Beelzebub  tafl 
out  devils ,  by 
whom  do  your 
tiros  aft  them 
our  i  therefore 
thill  ihfy  be  your 
ji'dp* 


fto  But  ir  1 

with  the  bn  get  of 
Cod  cafl  out  de¬ 
vils,  oo  doubt 
the  kingdom  of 
God  U  «oane  up¬ 
on  you. 


11  When  a 
flrung  mao  arm¬ 
ed  kcepeih  his 
palace  » 
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devils,  replied  firft  of  all  to  that  monftrous  calumny, 
faying,  It  cannot  reafonably  be  fuppofed  that  any  com¬ 
munion  fttould  leek  an  eftablifhment  of  themfelves, 
or  that  their  interests  fttould  really  be  promoted  and 
fccured,  by  the  head  and  members  being  divided  in 
their  defigns  and  afiiugs  one  againil  another  in  what 
relates  to  their  common  caufe.  On  the  other  hand,  e- 
very  one  muft  think,  and  all  obfervatibn  and  experience 
proves,  that  fucb  meafures  tend  to,  and,  if  pursued, 
mad  end,  in  tbeir  utter  defolation,  whether  they  be 
kingdoms  or  families,  or  any  other  focieties  wbatfoever. 

18  If  therefore  Satan  were  to  aflill  in  retraining 
and  confounding  his  own  agents,  and  that  in  confir¬ 
mation  of  a  doctrine  fo  good  and  holy  as  mine,  how 
is  it  poffible  that  bis  kingdom  fliould  fubfift?  This 
would  be  tbe  direft  way  to  ruin,  inilead  of  flrengthen.- 
ingand  eftabliftiing  it;  and  fince  it  cannot  be  thought 
that  be  is  fo  fooltfh  and  ftupid  as  not  to  know  this,  it  is 
malicious  and  abfurd  to  the  laft  degree  for  you  to  fey 
that  I  defeat  devils  hy  any  power  derived  from  him. 

1 9  And,  to  retort  the  invidious  charge,  he  further 
fatd,  If  ye  fuggeft  that  I  call  out  devils  in  confederacy 
with  their  chief,  pray  wbat  do  ye  fay  to  your  own  difei- 
ples,  who  eaft  them  out  in  the  came  of  the  God  of  A~ 
braham ,  Ifaacy  and  Jacob  t  Yc  never  ventured  to  talk 
thus  of  them.  And  wbat  do  you  think  of  your  own 
heneft,  plain,  undefigning  countrymen,  who  do  the 
like  in  thv  name  ?  Ye  have  no  room  to  imagine  that 
fuch  as  tbefe  are  In  league  with  the  devil,  (fee  the 
note  on  Mattb,  xii.  27.):  They  therefore  (hall  witnefs 
againft  you,  and  condemn  you  for  your  partiality,  ralh- 
ntfs,  and  injuftice,  in  aferioing  what  I  do  of  the  lame 
kind  to  tbe  power  of  Satan. 

20  But  if,  contrary  to  your  blafphetnous  inGnuations, 
I  caft  out  devils  by  tne  power  of  God  *,  as  I  evidently 
do,  ye  cannot  deny  but  that  I  am  cpmc  from  him  to 
fet  up  his  kingdom  of  grace  among  you  j  and  by  op- 
pofing  me,  ye  are  tbe  greateft  enemies  to  yourfelvcs, 
finning  againft  your  owo  mercy  to  your  utter  confufi- 
ou. 

21,  22  And  Hill  further  to  (hew  that  wbat  he  did 
herein  was  really  a  deftruttiou  of  the  devil’s  power,  he 
Uluftrated  it  by  this  fimUitude,  faying.  When  an  arm¬ 
ed  and  mighty  man  is  in  pofiefiton  of  his  boufe,  be 

rules 


NOTE. 

*  The  fiitgtr  of  God  Teems  to  be  an  aL.  viiL  19.),  and  it  is  tail*!  tbe  Spirit  fit  Go43 
In  Ton  to  what  the  nufftum  laid,  .when  they  {Maith,  xlh  iW.) 
found  thcmkclvts  out-done  by  M*fe t*  (Kxd* 


ii8 

pabcc,  his  goods 
are  hi  peace. 

12  lint  when 
a  (Iron^rr  than 
he  ll&tt  dime  up¬ 
on  htm^nd  over* 
come  himt  he  ta¬ 
ker  h  from  him 
oil  his  armour 
whereto  he  tnid- 
tdr  and  dividetb 
Ills  fpuils* 


sj  He  that  is 

jm«  with  nr»r,  tj 
me ;  and 
he  th.iM£tihctvib 
not  vi'h  met 
JcatLcic’b* 


s|  When  the , 
nncltan  fpirit  is 
gone  <mt  of  2 
imitf  he  wulkcih 
ihiQugh  dty  pla¬ 
ces,  frdungixll  l 
and  ijnding  none, 
he  fritht  I  wilt 
irrujrn  unto  uiy 
ho4)ic  whence  1 
e;me  out* 

15  And,  when 
he  eorncth,  lie 
fjndfith  */  iwept 
and  g  inulh^iL 
id  Then 
he*  and  t:tcih  to 
him  liven  other 
fpir  its  uidn:  wick* 
ed  than  Irimicif, 
anil  they  enter  in 
aj;d  dwell  there  : 
and  tht.  Lit!  lUtC 
of  th.ir  man  is 
wnrfc  tlun  the 
fail. 
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rules  without  conrroul,  and  thinks  himfclf  fecure  ;  but 
wheu  t>ne  (till  more  powerful  breaks  in  upon  him  and 
gets  the  mattery  over  him,  be  dHarms  him  and 
takes  all  his  goods  into  his  own  bands.  So  when  Satan 
has  got  pofleflion  of  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men  and 
by  bis  wiles  and  ttrength  keeps  them  under  his  owq 
dominion,  there  are  fio  mutinies  againft  him,  and  he 
thinks  himfrlf  able  to  hold  them  faff  J  but  when  I  come 
upon  him  with  fuprrior  ttrength,  and  exercife  my  au¬ 
thority  over  him,  I  break  to  pieces  all  his  power  by 
which  he  before  detained  them,  raife  an  oppofition  a- 
gaintt  him  in  thofe  who  before  were  tamely  fubjcct  to 
bis  tyranny,  and  deliver  the  prey  of  the  terrible  one 
out  of  his  hands  that  1  may  ufe  it  for  myfelf* 

23  I  Its  imerett  and  mine  are  fo  dirc&ly  oppoGte, 
tluit  it  is  impotHbtc  we  Ihould  agree  in  the  fame  ddfigns: 
He  therefore  cannot  approve  of  my  doctrine,  and  of 
the  works  which  I  perform  to  confirm  it  for  the  de- 
ttruftiop  of  his  power  and  kingdom  ;  nor  can  he  fide 
with  me,  hut  will  ever  do  his  utinoft  to  oppofe  me 
therein  ;  and  fo  do  all  thofe  of  you  that  deny  my  opera* 
tions  to  be  the  efft£t  of  the  power  of  God  :  There  is 
no  neuter  in  this  caufe ;  but  every  one,  who  will  ncr 
allow  my  doctrine  and  miracles  to  be  truly  divine,  is 
really  an  enemy  to  me. 

24,  25,  26  And  your  lamentable  condition,  O  ye 
hypocritical  and  cavilling  Jewsf  may  be  illuftrated  in 
the  following  manner:  When  an  evil  fpiiit  is  catt  out 
of  a  man,  he  difcontentcdly  wanders  about  feeking  a 
fettleinenc  elfcwhcrc:  But,  mectipg  with  perpetual  dif- 
appointments,  he  returns  to  attempt  a  recovery  of  his 
old  habitation  3  and,  upon  trial,  finds  nothing  to  oppofe 
him,  hut  every  thing  ready  to  entertain  him.  Upon 
which  he  enters  again,  and  gets  fatter  hold  of  the  fame 
man  than  ercr,  bringing  many  other  more  malignant 
fpiritA  than  himfelf  to  take  pofTdTion  with  him  :  And 
by  tins  means  the  cafe  of  that  man  is  much  more  de¬ 
plorable  than  it  was  before*  So  when  the  power  of  Sa¬ 
tan  is  fhaken  by  what  I  do  among  you  of  this  wicked 
generation,  he,  being  fowed  to  retire  againft  his  wilt, 
roves  about  among  the  Gentiles ,  to  carry  on  his  empire 
there  :  But  at  length  the  gofpel,  attended  with  the 
power  of  miracles,  and  with  imernat  operations  of  the 
Spirit,  following  him  thither,  to  overthrow  his  intertft 
nmon^  them,  by  vanquishing  their  idols,  and  captiva? 
ring  the  fouls  of  multitude*  to  the  obedience  of  faith, 
he  will  return  to  make  another  trial  upon  the  Jtvss ; 
and,  finding  them  ddKtutc  of  the  grace  of  God,  and 

unreclaimed 
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unreclaimed  under  their  high  pretences, to  religion,  he 
will  enter  again  among  them  with  greater  power  and 
prevalence :  And  they  thereby  will  become  more  vile 
and  wicked  than  ever,  to  their  utter  ddtrn&ion  both 
in  this  world  and  the  next.  And  thus  it  is  with  all  in 
whom  there  has  been  only  a  temporary  work  :  Satan 
returning  again- to  fee  how  things  ftand  with  them,  and 
finding  that  they  are  only  cleaufed  from  fome  former 
grufs  fins,  and  garnifhed  with  Tome  falfe  appearances 
of  gcodnefs,  but  are  void  of  all  true  principles  of  reli¬ 
gion,  he  rakes  pofleflion  of  them  again,  and  works  in 
them  with  more  malignity  and  power  than  ever  before j 
fo  that  they  prove  utter  apoftates,  turn  to  be  the  worft 
of  men,  and  are  brought  to  the  moll  dreadful  condem¬ 
nation  and  ruin. 


IT  And  it  fame 

tnpaliJihefpS-Hc 
theft  things  >  a 
certain  tfomtn 
of  the  company 
lift  op  her  voice, 
and  Aid  Until 
him,  BlciTed  is 
the  wnoib  that 
bartthee,snd  the 
trhkh  thou 
fucked. 

18  But  he  fa  id, 
Yea,  rather  bWJ- 
cd  are  they  ^hat 
hear  the  uordof 
<Judf  and  keep 
it. 


it  And  when 
the  people  were 
githcred  thick 
together,  he  be* 
j^n  to  fay.  This 
is  .70  evil  gentra- 
liru ;  they  feet 
afoui,  and  there 
Hull 


27  Whilft  our  Lord  was  difcourCng  in  this  excellent 
and  awful  manner,  a  certain  woman  was  fo  mightily 
aflefted  with  it,  that,  in  a  rapture  of  admiration  and 
joy,  (lie  interrupted  him,  crying  out  aloud  among  the 
people,  What  a  wonderful  perfon  is  this  !  with  what 
authority  does  he  command  devils,  and  with  what  wif* 
dom  does  he  confute  men  !  O  happy  woman  who  bore 
and  brought  thee  up  !  what  would  I  have  given  to  hare 
been  the  mother  of  fuch  a  Sou  !  All  generations  will 
rife  up  and  call  her  blefled, 

28  But  he  replied,  Do  you  think  it  fuch  an  honour 
and  privilege  to  have  conceived,  brought  forth,  and 
fu elded  me  ?  a  much  greater  dignity  and  hippinefs 
than  this  ihali  be  conferred  on  thofe  who  hear  my  gof- 
pel,  and  receive  tbe  love  of  the  truth  that  they  may  be 
laved.  It  is  this  that  leads  the  way  to  real  bkflednefs 
and  glory,  and  is  inexpreflibly  better  than  the  ncareft 
relation  to  me  according  to  the  Qcili. 

29  The  people,  being  alarmed  at  this  furprlGng  in-> 
cident,  ran  together,  crowding  up  ftiil  nearer  to  him  \ 
and  then  refaming  his  difeourfe,  he  proceeded  by  way 
of  reply  to  tbofe  that  bad  demanded  a  llgn  from  heaven, 
(u*r*  r6.)  faying,  The  men  of  this  degenerate  age  are 
exceeding  obilinatc  and  perverfe.  Notwithftanding  all 
the  unqueflionable  miracles  1  have  wrought,  ftili  they 
unreasonably  infill  on  proofs  of  my  divine  com  million, 
by  fome  extraordinary  vifible  appearance  in  (he*hea~ 
vena  *:  But  their  wilful,  and  inconigible  infidciitv 

fliaU 


NOTE. 

*  The  time  was  not  yet  cometn  grve  them  not  fo  for  htfmmtr  ifo  ir  unreafonahft  oM*U 
a  fijfn  from  heaven  *  was  not  to  lie  till  rn?cy  aiul  unbelief,  asm  fjivc  ibvm  iiicli 

ChrilPs  aftenfion,  6rll  at  the  overthrow  m  they  m£fW  itpon  thru;  but  at  a»«kr 
of  J*rtipUtrtw  which  would  be  the  dcftrirflion  time  Jit  UiL<)  them,  xslyu  64.)  litre- 

of  the  then  prclbit  generation;  and  after-  fijfier  yr  full  J<c  tk*  AV*  af  w*  jfcbtf  ci:de 
urard!:  at  ('IhrtfT*  itcond  ftojjou*  appearing  tf p*t\vrrt  tit,d  U  the  ifastii  'J 

to  ihc  u+*:r!H  :  Ami  therefore  Lt  u-i -11M 
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no  fign  be  (ball  not  be  gratified  by  any  other  fort  of  wonders,  for 
fenof'jonu  the  l^c  than  I  base  already  wrought i  except  fuch 

prophet!  an  one  as  lefembles  that  of  the  prophet  Jonah ,  which 

will  clofe  my  appearance  among  them  on  earth,  and 
will  lease  them  altogether  without  excufe* 
v>  For  a*  To-  30  For  as  the  miraculous  deliverance  of  Jonah  from 
ootoThV»ine-  ^ea*h»  on  the  third  day,  after  he  had  been  buried  in 
vfccs,  fn  Ihall  jlfo  the  belly  of  a  great  filh  in  the  fea,  was  an  evidence  to 
the  Son  of  man  the  Nimvitfi  that  God  fentthem  to  warn  them  of  their 
lion! 1 "*  6“n<ail’  approaching  deftru£Uon  untefs  they  (bould  .  repent ;  fo 
I,  who  am  truly  man,  (hall  be  demonftrated  to  this 
generation  to  be  the  Son  of  God  .wirh  power,  by  my 
rifing  from  the  dead,  on  the  third  day,  after  i  (hail 
have  been  crucified,  and  buried  in  a  fepulchre  ;  and  if, 
after  this  proof  that  my  meflage  to  them  is  from  hea¬ 
ven,  they  continue  in  unbelief,  deftruftion  (hall  ooroe 
upon  them  to  the  urtermoft. 

31  The  queen  jt  And  our  Lord  forrfeeing  that  this  grand  evidence 

nfe^upTin  bis  being  the  Mefliah  would  likewife  be  rejefied  hy 

jodfrtuent10  o-ith  the  bulk  of  the  JeviiJb  nation,  faid,  The  example  of 
the  m«o  of  thb  the  Queen  of  Sheba ,  (who  dwelt  in  that  part  of  Arabia 
SlSV..?,  whichwflScaUed  Sabsa,  and  lay  foutberly  from  Jem- 
for &e  came  from  falem,)  will  turn  to  the  confuuon  and  reproach  of  this 
■he  utmoft  pans  unbelieving  and  hardened  generation  of  men  in  the  day 
hUtfi  “iTiaom  of  judgment :  For  (he,  though  a  great  woman,  and  a 
or  Salomon,  and  (Iranger  to  the  common-wealth  of  IfracU  took  a  long 
Mu.)*  *  graifr  journey  from  the  moft  diftant  part  of  the  continent,  to 
U  (htisfy  berfelf  about  what  flic  had  heard  of  Salmon’s 
wifdom }  and,  upon  feeing  fome  Specimens  of  it,  (bo 
was  convinced,  and  (truck  with  admiration  at  it.  But 


Thi  tiicn 
wf  Nirrrvth  flialt 
rift  up  in  the 
with 

thU  generation, 
and  8j*lJ  con¬ 
demn  ie  ;  for 
ibtf  repented  at 
the  preaching  of 
ant)  be  - 
noW  a  flitter 
thun  Jonas  is 
b*ru 


obferve  the  perverfenefs  of  the  profefling  people  of  this 
age!  one  of  incomparably  greater  dignity,  wifdom,  and 
glory,  than  Solomon,  now  appears  among  them  at  their 
own  doors,  and  that  with  much  higher  evidence  of  the 
divine  excellence  of  his  perfon  and  doGrine;  and  yet 
they  rejeft  and  vilify  him. 

32  The  behaviour  of  the  Nmtviies  (hall  likewife 
teftify  agaioft  the  obftinate  perverfcneCs  of  the  people 
of  this  age,  to  aggravate  their  condemnation  in  the 
great  day  of  account :  For  though  they  were  heathens, 
and  the  prophet  Jonah  was  a  ((ranger,  and  a  man  of 
like  linful  paffiona  with  themfelves}  and  though  be 
preached  to  them  but  three  days,  in  which  he  denoun¬ 
ced  nothing  but  deftruftion,  and  wrought  no  roiracie 
in  their  fight ;  yet  they  believed,  and  wete  influenced 
by  his  melfagr,  to  go  into  a  general  humiliation  and 
repentance.  But  obferve  the  difference !  a  much  grcac- 
mcr  pbrophet,  even  the  Mefliah  hirofelfj  is  now  code  z- 


mong 


Cfa.  lit 


73  Ko  man 
when  hr  hath 
lighted  a  e* mile 

f  utter h  it  in  a  fc- 
c/ctphre*  neither 
under  a  huffed; 
hut  on  a  candle- 
flick,  that  they 

which  come  in 
may  fee  (]j« 
Jig(U- 

34  The  light 
of  the  body  is  f  he 
eye  :  therefore 
^hen  thine  eye 
ic  freglc ,  thy 
uitolt  body  ilfo 
it  full  of  light; 

but  whttwAuu^f 
iftevil,  thy  tody 
lift)  M  full  of 
djrkncfs. 


33  Tile  hecJ 
therefore ,  that 
the  light  which 
h  intnee  be  not 
d  if  knots* 


3$  If  thy  whole 
body  therefore  Ar 

loll 
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mong  you ;  And  though  he  is  one  of  your  own  nation 
feot  of  God  to  you  as  a  people  vi fitly  jn  covenant  with 
him;  though  be  has,  year  after  year,  preached  the 
glad  tidings  of  Ialvation  through  faith  in  himfelf,  as 
well  as  denounced  the  righteous  vengeance  of  God 
which  wQl  certainly  come  upon  you  in  cafe  ye  conti¬ 
nue  impenitent  and  unbelieving  j  and  though  he  has 
multiplied  miracles  of  various  kinds  before  your  eyes', 
to  confirm  his  character  and  his  doArine  ;  yet  ye  har¬ 
den  yourfelvcs  in  your  wickednefe,  and  will  not  believe 
in  him. 

33  Thefe  are  awful  truths*  But  as  no  man  lights  a 
candle  to  conceal  it  or  to  hide  it  under  a  veffel,  but  to 
fet  it  up  in  a  candldlici  that  all  in  the  room  may  fee 
by  it :  So,  whether  ye  will  receive  my  dodrine  or  not, 

I  mult  go  on  to  publifh  it,  and  it  will  vifibly  turn  to 
your  advantage  or  confofion  according  to  your  enter¬ 
taining  or  rejecting  it;  a  further  illufwation  of  which, 
ye  may  take  in  the  following  Gmilitude. 

34  As  it  is  a  man's  eye  that  lets  in  the  light  of  this 
world;  and  therefore,  if  this  valuable  organ  be  free 
from  catara&s  and  all  vicious  humours,  his  whole  body 
has  the  benefit  of  the  light  for  its  dire&ion  and  com¬ 
fort  ;  but  if  his  eye  be  perifiied,  or  its  fight  be  loft, 
how  clearly  foever  the  beams  of  the  fun  itfelf  were  to  fur- 
round  him,  he  can  have  no  advantage  by  it,  but  is  as 
incurably  dark  as  if  no  light  ihone  upon  him  :  So  it  is . 
a  man's  understanding  that  lets  in  fpiritual  light }  and 
therefore,  if  his  judgment  be  free  from  the  influence 
of  pride  and  covetoufnefs,  carnality  and  unbelief,  his 
whole  foul  is  enlightened  with  the  glorious  things  of 
the  gofpel,  approves  of  them,  takes  pleafurc  in  them, 
and  is  directed  and  profited  by  them  }  but  if  bis  judg¬ 
ment  be  comupted  by  any  depraved  afle&ions,  bow 
brightly  foever  the  evidence  of  gofpel-truths  may  be  fet 
before  him,  his  whole  foul  is  as  full  of  darkneu,  con- 
fufion,  androifery,  and  is  as  efie&ually  deprived  of  guid¬ 
ance  and  influence  to  Ialvation,  as  if  no  external  rev^ 
Iation  were  made  to  him. 

35  Let  every  one  therefore  take  care  that  the  eye  of 
his  mind,  which  ought  to  receive  the  light  of  my  doc» 
trine,  be  not  fhut  up  under  the  power  of  lulls  and  pre¬ 
judices  :  For  this  will  be  the  worft  of  all  darknefs ;  and 
will  certainly  miflead  the  foul  to  ruin,  inftead  of  its 
being  dirtfted  into  the  way  to  evrriaftmg  hlcflcdnefs. 

36  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  judgment  be  enligh¬ 
tened,  and,  together  with  this,  the  will  and  affe£lions 
be  renewed  and  fan&ified,  the  whole  mau  will  be  fil¬ 
led 


IU 

full  of  light,  h*T- 

fag  no  partdark* 

the  whole  Ihalt 
be  full  of 
u  when  |!ie 
bright  ifcinjtijf  of 
a  Candle  doth 
give  (he  light* 

37  And, at  he 
fpafcc,  a  certain 
Fhariitc  be&pgEu 
him  todijic  viilh 
him  :  and  be 
went  in,  irtd  fat 
down  to  meat* 

jS  And, when 
the  PliariJces  law 
fr,  he  marvelled, 
that  he  had  not 
hrif  walbcd  be  - 
l^re  diuiier* 


^9  And  the 
?*'>rrl  laid  Lln'c 

him.  Now  do  ye 
l’harLftcs  make 
clean  the  nuclide 
nf  the  rup  and 
the  pbrtcr  :  hue 
youv  inward  part 
u  full  of  raven- 
hig  and  wicked* 
rail, 


4^  Ve  fonU  , 
did  not  he  that 
made  that  which 
1*  without,  make 
that  which  ii 
within  alfo  l 


41  But  rather 
give  aim*  of  filch 
Xbings  a*  you 
have :  and  l>e- 
hold 
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led  with  the  light  of  truth,  holinefs,  and  comfort  ;  and 
the  gofpel,  winch  is  as  a  light  finning  in  a  dark  place, 
will,  like  the  clear  burning  of  a  candle  in  a  dark  room, 
fhed  ite  light  into  all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  the 
foul,  for  its  direction  in  the  way  of  life  and  peace  to 
eternal  glory, 

37  Whilft  our  Lord  was  engaged  in  this  difeourfe  to 
the  people,  a  certain  Pb&rifee  civilly  invited  him  tq 
take  a  dinner  at  his  houfe  ;  and  as  Jefus  was  affable  and 
courteous,  and  took  pleafurein  opportunities  of  in  ft  rue- 
ting  all  forts  of  men,  he  readily  accepted  the  invitation, 
and  fat  down  to  eat  with  him* 

38  But  (*)  the  Piurififf9  like  the  reft  of  his  fuperfti- 
tious  feQ,  holding  it  to  be  Gnful  and  defiling,  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  traditions,  to  eat  a  common  meal  without 
wafhing  one’s  bands  immediately  before  it,  thought  it 
Arrange  that  a  prophet  of  fo  much  fanftity  as  Chrift  pro- 
fcJTed  to  be  fliould  begin  to  cat  without  having  firft 
performed  that  rite. 

3  9  And  our  Lord  ohferving  this,  reproved  him  and 
his  brethren  for  their  folly  and  hypocrify,  faying.  Ye 
Phrifees  are  like  perlbns,  who,  to  get  a  reputation  for 
clcaniujefs,  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  fccur  the  out- 
fide  of.their  cups  and  difhes;  but,  at  the  Time  time, 
leave  them  very  filthy  and  naufeous  within  :  So  ye  are 
fupcrftttioufly  nice  and  exaft  in  external  w  a  filings  and 
cleanings,  that  ye  may  appear  with  a  face  of  ftri£t  ho- 
linefs  in  the  eyes  of  men,  while  your  minds  and  con¬ 
ferences  are  defiled,  being  full  of  rapine  and  extortion, 
cruelty  and  covetoufnefc,  and  all  manner  of  vile  a  flec¬ 
tions,  which  render  you  abominable  rn  God’s  fig  hr* 

40  What  a  filly  as  well  as  hypocritical  part  do  ye 
herein  aft,  as  if  ye  could  jmpole  upon  the  all-feeing 
and  heart* fearching  God,  who  defires  truth  in  the  in¬ 
ward  parts  !  Did  uot  he  create  the  foul  as  well  as  the 
body  ?  and  can  yc  fuppofe,  that  be  is  plcafed  with  your 
ceremonious  wa  things  of  the  flefli,  and  takes  no  notice 
of  the  impurity  of  your  fpirita  ? 

41  But  there  is  a  better  way  of  having  an  allowed 
and  fan£tified  ufe  of  your  common  food;  and  that  is, 
by  liberal  diftributions  out  of  your  worldly  fubftance  to 
refrefh  the  bowels  of  the  poor,  according  to  God’s  or¬ 
dinance,  for  a  holy  enjoyment  of  creature* comforts, 
and  of  bis  bUffing  upon  them,  {Dtvt*  xxvi*  12,-15*} 
And  as  the  duties  of  mercy  and  charity  are  of  moral 
obligation,  and  are  proper  fruits  of  true  repentance, 
efpectaHy  when  perfons  nave  been  guilty  of  extortion 
and  oppreCIon,  ye  thould  be  much  more  felicitous 

about 


0i.  il 
h«id  things 

Si:  £  dtlO  UUtO 
you. 


4.1  But  «o  un¬ 
to  yon  Phuilea: 
tor  yc  tithe  mint 
and  rue,  and  all 
manner  uf  htrku, 
and  psfs  over 
judgment ,  and 
the  (ore  of  itod: 
ihetc  ought  ye  to 
hare  done*  and 
nu  to  leave  the 
other  undone* 


4j  Wo  unto 
you  Pharifec*  ; 
jor  ye  love  the 
uppeimofl '  feats 
in  ihcfyiujjoguts 
and  ^reciin^s  in 
the  onikcUt 


44  Wo  ur,io 
yob  (bribes  and 
Pharisees,  hypo* 
eritef;  for  yoare 
as  grave*  which 
appear  nyl  t  and 
Uae 
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about  thefe  than  about  external  waitings,  that  all  things 
mar  be  dean  to  you,  as  they  are  to  him  who  is  clean, 
(TU.i.  15.) 

42  But  the  g  reate  ft  of  all  woes  hangs  over  your 
heads,  ye  hypocritical  Pharifees  !  for,  under  pretence  of 
extraordinary  puty,  ye  are  wonderfully  exa£t  in  pay¬ 
ing  tithes  of  the  mod  inamfiderable  parts  of  your  in- 
creafe,  fuch  as  mint,  anife,  rue  and  cummin,  and  all 
forts  of  herbs,  which  are  of  little  value,  that  ye  may 
gain  the  admiration  of  the  people,  ingratiate  yourfelves 
with  the  prieft’s,  and  make  a  merit  of  it  with  God  j 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  ye  fhamefully  n  eg  left  the  plain¬ 
ed  duties  of  the  moral  law,  fuch  as  the  pra£Hce  of  juf- 
tice  and  righteoufnefs  in  your  dealings  with  men,  and 
a  fincere  ane&ion  to  God  :  Wherea3  ye  ought  to  have 
attended  to  thefe  dudes  in  the  firft  place,  as  of  chief 
importance  and  eternal  obligation,  though  not  to  the 
negleft  of  fuch  ritual  performances  as  arc  of  divine  in- 
ft  1  tut  ion, 

43  The  heavieft  vengeance  is  coming  upon  you,  O 
ye  hypocritical  Pharifees  !  for  ye  are  ex  ce  (lively  fond  of 
appearing  in  feats  of  diftinguilhing  and  fuperior  ho¬ 
nour  in  places  of  public  worfhip,  where  there  ought 
to  be  the  mod  humble  fentiments  and  behaviour  as  in 
the  prefence  of  God  $  and  your  ambition  is  fb  extrava¬ 
gant,  that  ye  are  eagerly  dehrous  of,  and  mightily 
pleafed  with,  the  higbeft  compliments  and  homage 
from  the  people  in  all  places  of  common  refort,  as  if 
ye  were  holier  than  others,  and  were  the  lords  of  their 
faith  and  obedience, 

44  1  like  wife  pronptmee  you  to  be  extremely  mife- 
rable,  O  ye  feribes  and  Pharifees,  who  play  the  hypo¬ 
crite  with  God  and  man  !  For  as  the  *  graves  of  dead 
men  are  full  of  rottennefs  and  corruption  ;  but,  lying 
level  with  the  ground,  and  being  overgrown  with  graft, 
are  not  eafily  difttnguifhed ;  and  they  that  walk  over 
rhem,  not  heing  aware  of  them,  are  ceremonially  de¬ 
filed  by  touching  them,  {Numb.  xix.  16):  In  like  man¬ 
ner  your  outward  appearances  are  fofpecious,  that  men 
cannot  eafily  difeover  your  hypocrify  ;  but  yc  are  full 


NOTE. 


*  Same  gram  or  feptdehres  were  whited 
3t*th  dulfc,  or  Umc,  that  people  might  know 
j,:darad  t!:sni,  to  prevent  boid([  dtlilftl  liy 
tlifm,  Theic  arc  mentioned,  JW oitb*  JtxUi* 
jsfnltof  a!L  InalhJbmcnefi  within*  not- 
with  (landing  the  beauty  of  their  outward 
appnrancf\  But  other*  vent  hvcignmin 
with  herbs  or  ^rafsT  which  hindered  their 
bring  known  to  lie  'l'hclc  arc  refer¬ 

red  ty  tfcrc,  to  r:pu[-:r.t  thed^ger  of  ^r- 


fans  b^tng  unawares  defiled  by  them*  bmiifc 
they  cotiM  not  be  dlftmguiihcd.  And  m 
both  thc&  confiricrations  our  Lord  might 
ijjC'ffc  of  them  as  fir  emblems  of  the  ^i-Vi 
and  P&urfcfi)  in  different  difeourfes  as  ihcfi; 
were;  for  this  was  in  the  houfe  of  a  Pharfrct 
ver,  j). ;  but  the  other  wj*  f»mc  time  nftcrl 
in  the  I  cm  pic,  in  the  hearing  of  the  di  Co¬ 
pies  .ind  multitude,  jWtf/jL  xs^ii*  fltc*  and 

s Ip 


«4 

the  men  tiut 

vratk  ovrf  tf*rm 
arc  not  awaxe  of 
fcxrt. 

4f  Then  an- 
fwered  one  of 
(he  lawyer?,  and 
ibid  rnuo  Hml 
Mafter}  thttf  fay¬ 
ing  ,  thou  re  * 
prauchcft  u$alfo. 

4*  And  he  hid* 
¥o  imio  you  al- 
ye  lawyer*, 
for  ye  iade  men 
with  burdens 

frievvus  to  be 
omt,  and  ye 
yonrfeWes  touch 
not  the  burdens 
with  one  of  your 
finder*. 
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of  all  uncleannefs  within  \  and  they  that  cortvcrfe  with 
yoo  are  infe&td,  and  drawn  into  fin,  by  your  corrupt 
doctrines  and  mannerfl,  before  the*  are  aware. 

45  At  thefe  words,  a  certain  do&or  of  the  law  then 
prefent  was  highly  offended ;  and,  interrupting  Ch rift's 
dlfcotirfc,  faid,  Matter,  you  not  only  have  been  reflec¬ 
ting  on  the  Pharifets  in  general,  but  now  you  make 
too  free  with  our  character  in  particular,  confide  ring 
the  eminence  of  our  fnnftion  •* 

4 6  But  (Jf)  Jcfna,  who  was  no  refpe£tcr  of  per  fons, 
nor  afraid  of  the  faces  of  men,  replied.  Ye  alfo  are  ex¬ 
ceeding  guilty  before  God,  andexpofedto  his  dread¬ 
ful  wrath,  O  ye  expounders  of  the  law!  for,  m  your 
interpretations  of  it,  ye  ftretch  fuch  things  as  may  be 
mott  burdenfome  to  the  people  beyond  what  God  ever 
intended,  and  ye  furthermore  add  many  feme  and  ex* 
pen  five  precepts  of  human  invention  ;  and  all  thefe  ye 
enjoin  with  the  utmoft  rigour  upon  others,  without  the 
leatt  abatement:  But  ye  yourfelves  live  in  the  neglect 
of  the  molt  important  things,  which  it  is  your  office  to 
teach  and  enforce  upon  them,  how  ftri£t  foever  ye  may 
be  to  fome  rituals  that  coft  you  little  charge  or  trouble 
and  may 'recommend  you  to  the  reverence  and  applaufes 
of  men. 


4T  Wo  unto 
you j  frrytbutld 
(he  fcpulchrcs  of 
the  prophets,  and 
your  farhere  kill¬ 
ed  them. 


4S  Truly  ye 
bfirVitarfi  that 
ye  allow  thedeeds 
of  your  fathen  j 
for  they  Indeed 
killed  them,  And 
ye  build  their  A- 
puldvcf. 


47  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  boaftersl  for  ye 
{hew  abundance  of  zeal  to  keep  up,  repair,  and  beau¬ 
tify,  the  fepulchres  of  the  holy  prophets  that  were  per¬ 
secuted  to  death  for  their  faithfulnefs,  and  to  garaifh 
their  tombs,  under  pretence  of  your  having  all  poflible 
veneration  and  refped  for  their  memory  ;  but  (*•)  your 
fathers  were  the  perfons  that  fo  cruelly  destroyed  them. 

48  And  ye  are  the  inheritors  of  their  wickednefs, 
and  prafticaliy  approve  of  what  they  did,  being  as  tru¬ 
ly  their  offspring  in  your  temper,  difpofition,  and  beha¬ 
viour,  as  by  natural  defeenr.  For  it  is  indeed  true  that 
they  were  the  murderers  of  the  Lord’s  prophets,  and 
that  ye  take  care  to  keep  their  tombs  in  good  repair  : 
But  this  is  fo  far  from  being,  as  ye  would  have  it  thought, 
an  evidence  of  your  piety,  that  it  is  really  a  perpetua¬ 
ting  the  memory  of  that  malignant  fpirit  in  your  anccC- 
tors  who  put  them  to  death  }  which  reigns  with  greater 
fury,  and  will  difeover  itfdf  with  ftiil  higher  aggrava¬ 
tions,  in  y'ourlelvei. 

4p  There- 

N  O  T  E. 


*  The  (crimes  or  lawyers,  which  are  tom*  therefore  they  afliiined  to  thttnftlve*  an  air 
or  the  fame  import,  were  by  their  office  in-  of  great  gravity,  and  valued  themfclves  up- 
rrrpreteri  of  the  law,  and  »m  commonly  on  the  dignity  of  their  Rations,  and  they 
judges  in  the  Jeivith  fenhrdrim,  and  teach-  were  moftly  of  the  fcfl  of  the ‘I'iurr/fa. 
era  in  thrir  Jchjoli  and  fynsgogues ;  and 


Cb.  iu. 

49  Therefore 
a)  lb  laid  the  wif- 
dom  of  God,  I 
will  ftid  th^m 
prophet*  and  a- 
pottles,  and  ferae 
of  them  they  ball 
flay  ttd  perit- 
cute; 


So  That  the 
Uuod  of  all  the 
prophets,  which 
w^flied  front  the 
foundation  of  the 
norld  f  may  be 
required  of  this 
generation  i 
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49  Therefore  the  Son  of  God  f,  in  whom  are  hid 
all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,  and  by 
whom  their  brighteft  glory  is  difplayed,  proceeded  to 
deal  (kill  more  plainly  with  them,  faying,  I  will  feud, 
atnong  yon  of  this  age,  divinely  infpited  prophets,  and 
extraordinary  meflengers,  to  publifii  my  gofpel ;  and 
fome  of  thefe  ye  will  barbaroufly  dellroy,  and  others  of 
them  ye  will  perfecote  with  reproaches,  imprifonments, 
fcoutges,  and  other  crnelties. 

50  Hereby  ye  will  far  exceed  your  fathers  in  ex  ten- 
five  and  outrageous  inflanceu  of  wickednefs,  which  Gcd 
will  fuffer  you  to  commit,  in  defiance  of  greater  mer¬ 
cies  and  more  evident  means  of  con  vision  than  they 
ever  enjoyed,  that  ye  may  bring  upon  the  prefenc  ge¬ 
neration  of  the  Jrais  all  the  terrible  wrath  threatened 
and  due  for  national  guilt  in  ihedding  the  blood  of  the 
ferrants  of  God  in  former  ages  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world. 


Si  From  the 

hlfflitl  of  Afad  , 

uoto  the  blood  of 
'/achjrbt,  which 
pcrilbod  between 
the  altar  and  the 
temple  ;  verily,  I 
f±y  umo  you,  It 
1UL1  he  rrquired 
of  this  genera¬ 
tion* 


51  Even  from  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel,  which 
was  Ihed  by  Cain  on  account  of  religion,  and  which 
cried  aloud  to  heaven  for  vengeance  before  the  giving 
of  the  law,  unto  the  blood  of  that  well-known  Zatha- 
riot,  under  the  law,  whom  your  predecefiors  (toned  to 
death,  for  reproving  their  idolatry,  in  the  court  be¬ 
tween  the  alter  of  burnt-offering  and  the  temple,  and 
who,  when  he  died,  faid.  The  Lord  look  upon  it,  and  re¬ 
quire  it,  (2  Chron.  xxiv.  20, — 22.  fee  the  note  on  Matth. 
xxiti.35.)}  I  afiuredly  tell  you,  that  God,  in  his  righ- 
tons  judgment,  will  revenge  all  this  blood  upon  the  men 
of  this  generation,  for  their  (tilt  more  flagrant  iniquity 
of  the  fame  kind,  in  the  utter  deftruftioc  of  their  city, 
temple,,  and  nation. 


31  Wo  unto  52  Wo  unto  you,  in  particular,  ye  perverfe  inter- 
yon  lawyers ,  for  preters  of  the  law !  for,  inftcad  of  faithfully  difebarging 
**  'X'ke^of  the  duty  of  your  office,  ye  millead  the  people*,  and 
knowledge ^  ye  will  not  fuffer  them  to  take  the  feriptures  in  aqy  other 
entered  not  in  fenfe  than  ye  think  fit  to  impofe  upon  them ;  and  fo 
theB^Sw’  «w  nw  011  refute  to  enter  into  the  gofpcl-kingdom 
entering  in  ye  yourfelves,  but  likewife  keep  them  in  ignorance  who 
hindered.  feem  inclined  to  put  in  for  its  benefits,  and  do  all  ye 


can 


notes. 


+  lft  At  fame  r»ppoje,  Cfirift  himfclf  here 
fpoke  of  that  divine  perieftion  which  we  call 
ihe  vjfek/M  rf  Gad,  it  h  difficult  u>  makeinjr 
tolerable  fenfe  of  Jus  verfe,  anld*  the  things 
here  mentioned,  w  laid  by  the  vlfdoro  of 
were  to  be  found  iti  the  Old  Tcfta- 
jrcat,  which  I  think  is  Aleut  about  them. 
Ji.ad  ihrrcturc  I  tjke  this  yKnfc  (o  lie  lilt 
cvangdilFs  appellation  of  Chriil,  who  is 
csprclsty  laid  to  luv:  theft 


{MaUb.  xxriL  54,);  and  who  was  repre- 
fenced  under  the  chanflcr  of  Wiftiw*  trt 
Priu.  viii- ;  and  is  called  ihe  vifde w  &/ 
s  Cor»  i«  i4’ 

*  Hie  £ej  cf  knrvfUd^e^  as  fame  think,  is 
an  alluGon  to  the  cuitom  of  the  an,  lent: 
Jews*  who,  u  the  ordination  of  a  or 

tejeber  of  tha  Lw,  giv;  him  a  key,  to  in¬ 
timate  that  Ilc  was  to  pen  to 

the  people. 
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r 3  And.  «  he 
laid  ihefe  thingi 
uato  (bcnit  the 
fcribcc  end  the 
VbariJcn  b*gxn 
To  nrf{c  Aii a  w- 
beoiemly  ,  end 
to  provnke  him 
to  fpcik  of  many 
thing*. 

14  laying  wait 
for  him,  and 
fecking  to  catch 
iomethtng  out  of 
hu  mouth  ,  that 
they  might  ac¬ 
cuse  Mol. 
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can  to  binder  them  by  the  falfe  gloflcs  which  ye  give 
to  the  word  of  God,  and  by  hiding  from  them  its  plain- 
eft  references  to  the  Meffiah, 

jj  Whilft  our  Lord  was  thus  freely  expofing  and  re¬ 
proving  the  wicked  neCs  and  bypocriiy  of  the  feribes, 
they*  together  with  the  Pharifees*  were  enraged  at  it } 
and  therefore  prefled  him  with  many  captious  queftions, 
to  tfy  whether  they  could  not  provoke  him  to  drop  feme 
unguarded  exprelhoi),  which  might  one  way  or  other  be 
turned  to  his  difadvantage  i 

54  They,  at  the  fame  time,  critically  obferving  every 
thing  he  faid,  and  endeavouring  to  put  an  invidious 
conftru&ion  upon  it,  that  might  give  them  a  plau  title 
pretence,  cither  of  prejudicing  the  people  againlt  him 
as  an  enemy  to  their  law,  or  of  profecuiing  him  as  an 
enemy  to  the  Roman  government. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

’What  need  have  we  that  Chrift  fhtmld  teach  us  to  pray  tmto  Gori,  as  cur  hea¬ 
venly  Father,  for  all  temporal,  aod  cfpeaaily  fpiritual  biri5ng&f  with  holy  ado¬ 
ration  and  reverence,  importunity,  faith,  and  fenrour,  and  with  a  charitable 
and  forgiving  frame  of  fpirit,  that  God  in  all  things  may  be  glorified !  And 
what  encouragement  have  we  to  hope  for  a  gracious  anfWer,  when  wc  are  en¬ 
abled  in  this  manner,  and  with  an  eye  to  the  great  Mediator,  as  difeovered  in 
the  clearer  light  of  the  gofpel,  to  pout  out  our  hearts  before  the  Lord!  But 
while  fome  arc  defirous  of  Chrift’a  teaching  them  to  pray,  how  are  others  left 
to  blafpbeme,  inftead  of  receiving  him,  who  is  the  only  deftroyer  of  Satan’s 
power,  and  deliverer  of  Ms  mUfernble  captives  1  And  though  fome  arc  more  def- 
perately  wicked  than  others,  there  are  no  neuters  in  religion,  but  all  are  really 
either  friends  or  enemies  to  the  only  Saviour;  and  many,  who  feem  to  be  reform¬ 
ed,  and  freed  from  the  power  of  the  devil,  may  turn  the  vileft  apoftates,  and  be 
more  than  ever  fubje&  to  his  tyranny  over  them.  But  O  happy  foul*;  that  be¬ 
lieve  and  obfera  the  word  of  Godl  They  are  dearer  to  our  Lord  than  his  near- 
eft  kindred  according  to  the  fielh ;  whilft  others,  wliofe  unbelief  will  not  fubmrt 
to  the  deare ft  evidence,  fall  under  bis  fevert  rebukes :  Even  heathen  nations 
will  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  them*  What  a  miferable  cafe  is  it  to  be  blinded 
with  Gnful  prejudices  in  the  midft  of  gofpeUlight !  But  their  folly  and  wiefced- 
tvtfs  is  moft  aggravated  of  all  others  who  pervert  and  abuie  the  mca:;s  of  grace, 
under  the  power  of  afuperftitioas,  hypocritical,  and  persecuting  temper:  They 
prefer  external  forms  and  ceremonies  to  the  fubftanttal  duties  of  love  and  obe¬ 
dience;  they  take  up  with  fair  fliewsuf  religion,  whitft  all, manner  of  impurities 
are  indulged  and  retgu  withia;  and  they  are  inveterate  enemies  to  CEirift,  bin 
golbcL  and  his  followers,  while  they  pretend  to  condemn  others  of  a  like  tem¬ 
per  in  former  ages*  But  God  will  take  the  heavkfl  vengeance  upon  them,  if 
not  in  this  world,  in  that  which  is  to  come ;  and  national  tins  mull  iflue  In  na¬ 
tional  reformation,  or  national  ruin.  BJrifcd  be  GodT  for  the  free  ufe  of  the 
leriptures :  May  none  of  us  incur  the  wo  of  taking  them  out  of  the  Hands  of 
the  common  people,  or  of  impofing  our  own  feme  of  them  upon  tlicircou- 
ftiences !  Ana  may  none  of  us  be  ever  fo  impatient  of  reproof,  ay  to  have  heart - 
rifings  againft  Chrift  and  his  word  for  condemning  our  faults,  iuftcad  of  taking 
con  vision  of  them  ! 


Cfa.  Xiu 
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CHAP,  m 


Ch rift  cautions  his  difeipLs  againft  hypocrijy  and  cowardice  in  their  prz* 
ftjfion  and  preaching^  *12*  ^  and  againft  ctrvelohfncfsj  13,-21- 
DireEls  them  to  caft  ail  their  care  upon  God%  and  to  make  religion 
their  chief  bujintfs$  22, — 34,  Shews  them  the  neeejfity  of  watch- 
fulnefsy  3$, — 48*  Bids  them  expert  perfccutim%  4^— *53*  And 

warns  the  people  of  the  danger  of  negle&s  and  delays^  54>~5j;* 


Tk*t. 

’j  K  the  mean 
A  lime  s  whirn 
iiitre  were  fa¬ 
thered 

an  innuincr^blc 
rv.uLlifudc  of  peo¬ 
ple  ,  infijinuch 
tb-t  tlx/  trwfc 
011c  upon  am*' 
tlxr,  he  bigiiu  to 
f by  unto  hi*  Jif- 
r  Kill  of  all  t 
Boa-are  ye  of  the 
j  craven  uf  the 
rharaeest  which 
Is  hypocril/. 

1  For  there  is 
nothing  covered 
that  ihiJl  not  be 
revealed ;  neither 
that  IhiliiMt 
be  known. 


3  Therefore , 
whtf  foever  yc 
have  fpoken  in 
diirkncTsi,  ball  be 
heard  in  the 
light :  and  that 
\Hi\cW  ye  have 
fpokea  in  -  the 
car  in  cloJetS  t 
(halt  be  proclaim¬ 
ed  upon  the 
houfe-topk 


4  And  I  fiy 
unto  you,  my 
friends,  fie  not 
afraid 


PaKAFHRASE. 

TTTHILST  our  Lord  was  difeourfing  with  the  f tribes 
*  *  and  Pbtirifeeiy  a  Taft  multitude  of  the  people 
crowded  about  him,  and  were  ready  to  trample  one 
another  under  foot  in  prefling  forward  to  get  near 
enough  to  hear  him :  Then,  in  the  audience  of  all  the 
people,  he  turned  his  difeeurfe  particularly  to  his  dif- 
ciplcs,  faying,  Take  heed,  above  all  things  elfe, 

of  hypocrify,  which  is  the  reigning  (in  of  the  Pharifees , 
and,  like  leaven,  puds  them  up,  fours  and  corrupts  their 
fptrits,  fpreads  its  infedion  through  alt  their  p  rote  (Eons, 
words  and  a£tfons,  and  utterly  fpoils  their  fpecious  pre¬ 
tences  to  religion.  Be  not  ye  like  them  : 

2  For  how  clofe  and  artful  foever  your  bypocrify  may 
he,  it  cannot  be  fo  fccret,  but  that,  as  it  is  always 
known  to  God,  it  (hall  one  day  be  manifefted  to  others  j 
nor  can  it  be  fo  difguifed,  but  that,  fooner  or  latter,  it 
Lhail  be  expofed  in  its  true  light  to  public  view,  fame- 
times  to  the  confounding  of  its  own  defign  even  iu  this 
world,  and  certainly  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

3  Your  moft  concealed  tranfa&ions  therefore  with 
one  another  (hall  hereafter  be  made  mani  fed  ;  and  what 
private  inftruftions  foever  I  have  communicated  to  you, 
and  ye  have  hitherto  talked  over  only  among  yourfdves, 
like  perfons  wbifpering  in  the  dark  or  in  a  clofet,  ye 
(hall  publith  them  in  the  plained  manner  wherever  yc 
go,  that  they  may  he  feen  like  the  light  at  noon-day, 
and  may  be  heard  like  a  proclamation  from  the  hattle- 
ments  of  an  houfe,  by  all  about  you  *  ;  Remember  that 
it  (halt  appear  at  laft  whether  ye  have  been  finccre  and 
faithful  in  all  thefe  things  or  not. 

4  And  let  me  caution  you,  my  difciples,  whom  I 
efleem  and  am  concerned  for  as  my  dearelt  friends,  not 
to  be  difeouraged  in,  or  turned  afide  from,  the  way  of 

vour 

NOTE. 


*  It  ftetos*  by  comparing  tins  with  Mattb*  as  it  is  here  hrooght  in  by  v&y  of  cju- 
x,  [fee  the  note  there)  4«d  Mark  tlon  ayjainft  bypocrify,  \  hate  :itf«  ba*t  4  rc- 

iv*  ti,  1*,  that  our  Lord  (poke  It  with  reL-  «arrj  -o  the  dilhovery  of  Ivtort  irtulkfliui)* 
Uoaiuhi^  puhlijlibg  tjiegoipelj  said  in  d  ly  of  jii-lgauiu* 


I*C 

afraid  of  tlitm 
that  kill  the  bo¬ 
dy  *  and  after 
that  have  uo 
more  that  they 
can  do. 


5  But  1  will 
forewarn  7011 
whom  JOD  OuU 
fear :  Fur  him 
which,  after  he 
bith  killed,  hath 
power  to  caft  in¬ 
to  hell;  yea,  1 
fay  uwa  you t 
Fear  him. 


6  Are  not  fire 
fparrows  fold  for 
two  farthing* , 
arid  not  one  of 
them  u  forgotten 
hefort  God  ? 


7  Bdimnthc 
very  hain  of  your 
head  are  aH  num¬ 
bered*  Fear  not 
therefore;  years 
of  more  value 
than  many  spar¬ 
rows. 


8  Alfa  I  fay 
Unto  you,  Who- 
foever  ihaU  con* 
feft  me  before 
men,  him  fliaJl 
the  Son  of  man 
alib  confers  be¬ 
fore  the  angels  of 
Ood. 
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your  duty,  by  fears  of  provoking  the  Pharifecs  or  any 
man  whatsoever :  For  the  utmoft  that  their  malice  and 
power  can  do  againd  you,  is  only  to  deftroy  the  life  of 
the  body,  which  would  quickly  die  of  itfclf ;  they  after 
all  can  neither  deprive  the  foul  of  its  life  and  happinefe, 
nor  hinder  the  body's  riling  again  to  eternal  life. 

5  But  I  will  tell  you,  whom  ye  ought  to  regard  as 
the  objeft  of  religious  fear,  and  to  be  afraid  of  offend¬ 
ing  by  the  omiffion  of  any  duty  or  eommiffion  of  any 
fin  ;  and  that  is  the  great  God,  who  is  able  to  kill  the 
body  whenever  be  pleafes,  and  afterwards  to  make  both 
foul  and  body  forever  miferable  in  the  torments  of  hell ; 
but,  without  whole  permiffion,  the  word  of  yoor  ene¬ 
mies  can  do  you  no  harm  :  It  is,  I  fay,  your  higheft 
wifdom  and  mtcreft,  as  well  as  duty,  to  be  governed 
by  a  holy  fear  of  him. 

6  Are  not  fparrows  of  fo  little  worth,  that  five  of 
them  are  ufually  fold  for  two  farthings  ?  and  yet  the 
all-governing  providence  of  God  fo  carefully  watches 
even  over  them,  that  not  one  of  them  dies  or  is  killed 
without  his  cognizance  and  leave.  (Matth.  x.  29.  fee 
the  note  there.) 

7  But  there  is  ftill  a  more  fpecial  care  of  providence 
cxcrcifcd  about  you,  infbmuch  that  all  your  minuted 
concerns,  even  to  the  hairs  of  your  head,  are  under 
God's  exalt  infpeSion  and  djfpoul  \  none  of  them  can 
fuffer  injury,  much  lets  can  your  lives  be  dedroyed  or 
hurt,  without  bis  knowledge  and  will.  Be  not  there¬ 
fore  afraid  of  what  man  can  do  unto  you :  For  yc  as 
men,  and  efpecially  as  God’s  fervants  and  children,  are 
in  the  rank  of  creatures,  and  in  his  account  of  much 
greater  value  than  ever  fo  many  fparrows $  and  he  who 
does  forget  them,  ye  may  be  fure,  will  never  be  on- 
mindful  of  you. 

8  And,  for  your  further  encouragement  and  caution, 
I  allure  you,  that,  whether  God  lhall  fee  fit  to  pro- 
tc£t  you  from  the  fury  of  your  enemies  in  this  world  or 
notj  your  being  courageous  and  faithful,  or  timorous 
and  men-ptealing,  in  your  profefiion  and  preaching, 
will  be  of  the  graced  confequence  in  the  world  to  come : 
For  whoever  fliall  boldly  own  and  profefs  his  faith  in 
me  here,  and  (hall  (land  up  for  my  honour,  truths,  anil 
ways,  in  the  face  of  all  oppoGtion,  reproach,  and  per¬ 
fection  from  men ;  1,  the  MefTuh,  will  hereafter  pub¬ 
licly  own  and  honour  him  as  one  of  my  difciples,  ami 
pals  a  femence  of  eternal  hlcffedrrcfs  upon  him,  in  the 
pretence  of  my  Father,  {Matth.x.  32.)  and  his  holy  an¬ 
gels. 


Ch.  xiU 

i  tiut  he  that 
Aeniciti  Die  before 
ment  ftialt  be  de¬ 
nied  before  the 
»£?ls  of  God. 


to  And  who 
^;>cvtffhiti  ipe  a 
a  wonl  ag^intfc 
the  So  a  of  man* 
U  Ihtdl  be  fur* 
;;ivcn  hiit>  :  but 
Hftto  him  that 
bl^fpbcaieth  a  - 
jjmift  Hie  fluly 

Clhoft ,  it  (lull 
not  be  forgheu. 


ix  Aod  whea 

they  bring  you 
m  nto  the  fyna  - 
gogu»,  and  ante 
magif tracer,  and 
powrrs,  take  ye 
no  thought  how 
or  what  tltlftg  ye 
(hall  anfvrrl  or 
what  yc  dull  fay; 


it  For  the  ho¬ 
ly  Oho  ft  Itaall 
teach  you  in  the 
fume  hour  whai 
ye  ought  to  £iy. 


13  Aa^oneoF 
the  company  f-iid 
onto 

VOL.  II- 
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9  But  whoever,  through  fear  or  Ihame,  in  days  of 
terror  and  calumny,  for  my  fake,  ihall  refufe  an  honou¬ 
rable  teftimony  to  me,  and  (hall  decline  or  call  off  an 
open  profeffion  of  my  name,  to  the  gratification  of  mine 
enemies  and  difheartening  of  my  friends,  in  this  life  ; 
he  (lull  certainly  be  difowned  by  me,  and  expofrd  to 
public  (hame,  before  God  (Afuttb.  x.  33.)  and  angels, 
as  one  whom  I  never  approved  of,  and  fhalt  be  con¬ 
demned  to  eternal  tnifery  and  confufion  in  the  day  of 
judgment. 

10  And  while  ye  make  a  due  profeflion  and  declara¬ 
tion  of  my  gofpel  to  others,  Tf  any  among  them,  in  my 
prefent  date  of  humiliation,  (hail  fpeak  iigluly  of  me, 
and  even  difputc  againft  my  being  the  Cbrilt  of  God, 
through  their  own  ignorance  and  prejudices,  occsfioned 
by  the  meannefc  of  my  appearance,  and  the  great  nefsr 
of  my  fuffeiings,  contrary  to  their  cxpc&atious  about 
the  Mefliah  ;  they  may  obtain  repentance  and  remifiion 
of  thefe  fins,  through  the  Spirit’s  influence,  and  my  me¬ 
diation  •  But  whoever,  after  my  refurrection-from  the 
dead,  afeen  fieri  to  heaven,  and  pouring  down  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  (ball  fpeak  ma'kioully  againft  him  in  hi.%  extra* 
ordinary  gifts  and  opr  rations  for  the  confirmation  of  my 
chara&eTj  imputing  them  to  the  agency  of  the  devil, 
as  fome  of  the  Pharifces  do  the  miraculous  works  which 
I  now  perform  ;  the  guilt  of  their  fin  will  bo  lb  great, 
and  fo  directly  againft  the  laft  and  only  means  of  con¬ 
viction  and  fitlvadon,  that  no  repentance  or  forgivenefa 
of  it  fhail  ever  be  granted. 

1 1  But  (**)  whatever  he  the  event  fo  others,  anti  how 
tnuch  foever  any  may  be  enraged  againft  you  for  the 
teftimony  ye  bear  to  me*  even  though  they  ILotild  car¬ 
ry  you  to  Ccclefiaftical  courts  of  judicature,  held  in  the 
fynagogues,  to  be  tried,  judged,  and  condemned  by 
the  Jrvijh  rulers,  or  fhoold  bring  you  before  rr.,.gi- 
ft rates  and  governors  among  the  Gentiles,  to  anfwcr 
for  the  dn&rine  which  ye  profefs  and  preach  yet  fear 
none  of  their  faces,  nor  be  over-foliciious,  much  Lfe 
anxiouily  and  diftruftfully  careful,  nh.'.ut  what  defence 
ye  fliall  make  for  yourieives  and  fur  the  truth. 

12  For,  as  the  caufe  is  mine  rliore  than  yours,  I 
will  (land  by  you  $  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  (hail  be  at  that 
inftant  a  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  courage  in  you,  that  ye 
may  know  what  to  anfwer,  and  how  to  behave,  as  may 
be  moft  for  my  glory  and  irftereft  'in  the  world,  ami 
moft  becoming  yourfidves  as  my  femurs. 

13  \V  hi  [ft  our  Lord  was  difeourfing  in  this  manner 
to  his  difciples,  one  of  the  ftanders-by,  a  woridly-mind- 

I  1  ed 
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unto  him,  Mi- 
Ikr,  fptalt  to  my 
brutbci,  that  he 
divide  the  iiihc- 
ritaucc  *ixh  me, 


>4  And  h*  (aid 
cn!o  him,  Mzn, 
who  nude  uic  a 
judge,  <jr  a  divid¬ 
er  utct  you  ? 


i  $  A  nd  he  (aid 
uuto  them, Take 
heed ,  and  be  - 
ware  of  covet  - 
ouiiitfs  ;  for  a 
man's  life  con  fift- 
tth  wit  in  the  a- 
bun  dance  of  the 
ihiiipj:  w-Jiicb  he 
pode&tH* 


ed  man,  broke  io  upon  him,  faying,  Sir,  as  you  are  a 
perfon  of  an  extraordinary  charafter,  and  fet  up  for  the 
MtlTiah,  I  beg  that  you  would  be  fo  good  as  to  decide 
a  controverfy  between  my  brother  and  me  about  an  he¬ 
reditary  eftnte,  and  order  him  to  do  me  juftice. 

14  liut  (Jt)  Jefus  replied,  Friend,  wliatfoever  your 
notions  of  the  Mefliab’s  temporal  power  may  be,  I 
make  no  pretences  to  interpofe  in  an  affair  of  this  na¬ 
ture  *,  my  bufinefs  lyes  in  fpiritual  things,  relating  to 
the  inheritance  of  eternal  life,  and  not  in  fecular  con¬ 
cerns  relating  10  the  inheritances  of  this  world :  And, 
were  I  to  meddle  with  them,  no  doubt  but  feme  would 
fay  to  me,  as  tbe  Egyptian  did  to  Mofes^  in  a  way  of 
refentment  and  reproach.  Who  mode  thee  a  .ruler  and  a 
judge  ever  us  ?  (Exod.  ii.  14.} 

15  Chrift,  having  in  this  manner  waved  interefting 
htmfelf  in  temporal  affairs,  took  occaficn  from  the  uiw 
feafonable  motion  that  bad  been  made  to  him  about 
them,  to  fay  to  his  dilciples  and  the  reft  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  lie  watchful  over  your  own  beans,  and  ftaod 
upon  your  guard,  left  the  fin  of  covetourncfs  infenfibly 
enfnare,  defile,  and  ruin  yon.  Do  not  give  way  to  a 
fondnefs  fot  the  good  things  of  this  world,  to  an  over- 
folicitude  about  them  and  eager  purfuit  after  them,  or 
to  an  unwillingnefs  on  proper  occafions  to  pan  with 
them :  For  as  a  little  will  fuffice  for  the  neceffaries, 
conveniences,  and  comforts  of  the  body;  lb  the  happi- 
nefs  of  tbe  prefent  life,  and  fatisfa£Hon  of  tbe  foul,  does 
notconfift  io  an  affluence  of  earthly  poffeffionS,  which 
ufually  brings  incumbrances  and  fnares  rather  than  con¬ 
tentment  and  advantage,,  and  is  rather  an  hindrance 


itf  And  he 
ipake  it  parable 
Unto  them,  fay¬ 
ing,  The  ground 
of  a  certain  mil 
man  br&iijjht 
forth  plentifully. 

17  And  He 
thought  within 
himfdf,  faving, 
What  (hall  \  do, 
tecauje  I  have  no 
room  where  to 
be  (low  my  fruit*? 

jfl  And  he  laid, 
•Hits  will  1  do  :  I 
will  pull  down  my 
barm,  and  build 
greater ;  iqJ  there 
*  will 


than  furtherance  of  a  man’s  ufing  and  leaving  this 
world  with  decency  and  exchanging  it  for  a  better. 

16  To  illuftrate  and  confirm  this,  our  bleffed  I*ord 
added  a  fuppofed  inftance  of  a  rich  man,  who  was  far 
from  being  an  happy  one,  faying,  A  certain  man  pof- 
Ceffed  and  occupied  a  very  large  eftate  in  land,  which 
yielded  fo  great  an  increase  of  fruits,  that  be  had  not 
ftowage  fuffictem  to  bold  them. 

1 7  Hereupon,  inllead  of  contriving  wbat  he  fboulit 
render  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits,  andjiow  he  might 
bed  improve  them  for  his  glory  and  the  good  of  others, 
his  mind  was  full  of  felicitous  concern  how  to  fccure 
and  difpofe  of  all  this  abundance  for  his  own  ufe.  - 

1 8  And  at  length  the  refolurion  be  came  to  was  this  : 
I  wDl  even  puli  duwn  my  old  barns,  and  build  new  ones 
more  commodious  and  capacious  than  the  prefent ;  and 

will 
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will  I  bcflovall 
mjrMHndMf 

goods, 

ip  And  I  will 
£iy  to  my  fool, 
Soot,  thou 
much  goods  hid 
up  for  many 
yean;  ukethiae 
tdc,  m,  drink, 
*nd  be  merry. 


la  Bit  God 
faitl  unto  h£m» 
Thou  fool,  this 
night  ihy  Jowl 
[tall  be  required 
of  thee  ;  then 
vhofv  [hall  ihofe 
tliines  he  which 
i!:on lull  provid¬ 
ed  1 


at  Soil  he  that 
Jiytth  Up  ire*’ 
fure  for  htmftlf, 
ard  it  not  rich 
towards  God. 


«  And  he  (aid 
tlGiohUdifolpl^, 
There* 
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will  pot  my  vail  inereafe  imo  them,  that  T  may  keep  it 
in  {lore,  and  ufe  it  for  my  pleafure. 

19  And,  having  fo  much  treafure  heaped  together, 
he  vainly  congratulated  htmfrlf,  as  if  nothing  more 
were  neceflary  for  his  fafety  and  comfort,  faying,  O, 
my  foul,  thou  haft  now  enough  to  regale  thyfelf  with, 
to  the  utmoft  of  thy  inclinations  and  appetites,  for  a 
great  many  years  to  come j  fear  no  evil,  and  fpare  no 
coft  on  any  account  whatsoever,  but  indulge  thyfelf  in 
all  the  indolence  and  pleafure,  luxury  and  merriment, 
that  heart  can  wifh  for. 

00  But  juft  as  he  was  thus  laying  out  his  fcheme, 
without  any  thought  of  death  or  danger,  God' broke  all 
his  meafures  in  ait  inftant,  by  an  awful  fummons,  fay¬ 
ing,  O  vain,  inconfideratc  creature,  who  imagine  vour- 
felf  to  be  lord  and  foie  proprietor  of  all  this  plenty,  as 
if  you  neither  received  nor  held  it  of  me,  nor  were  ac¬ 
countable  to  me  for  it ;  and  who  are  grown  To  felf-fuffi- 
cient,  as  to  fancy  that  thefe  uncertain  riches  would  fe- 
cure  tong  life  and  pleafure,  and. make  up  an  entire  fa- 
tisfa&ion  to  your  immortal  foul  itfclf  t  This  your  way 
is  your  folly  ;  that  foul  of  your’s  (hall  this  very  nighc 
be  ftripped  of  all  thefe  pofleflions,  and  be  required  to 
give  an  account  of  itfelf  aud  them  at  my  tribunal ;  and 
furrounding  devils  will  demand  it  for  their  own,  that 
It  may  be  tormented  with  them  for  ever ;  And  then, 
who  will  inherit  the  treafures  which  you  with  care  and 
toil  have  feraped  together  ?  How  do  you  know  whe¬ 
ther  they  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  friends  and  rela¬ 
tions,  or  of  ftrangers  and  enemies,  of  wife  men  or 
fools,  of  niggards  or  fpendthrifts  f  hut  whoever  may 
be  the  pofleflor,  they  will  be  no  longer  your’s  \  you 
can  carry  none  of  them  away  with  you  y  and  they  will 
be  fo  far  from  profiting  in  the  day  of  wrath,  that  they 
will  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  you  for  your  abufes  of 
them. 

2t  Such  a  fool  as  this  is  every  earthly-minded  cove¬ 
tous  man,  who  fets  bis  heart  upon,  and  feeka  after,  the 
riches  of  this  world,  as  if  his  chief  happiuefs  lay  in 
affluent  circumftanccs,  and  in  making  provifion  for  the 
flefli,  to  fulfil  fhe  lulls  thereof ;  and  who  is  not  rich  in 
faith,  hope,  and  bolinefs,  nor  is  fcrieufly  concerned 
about  a  {hare  in  the  treafures  that  are  incorruptible,  un¬ 
defiled,  and  never  fade  aw;:y,  and  from  which  he  bim- 
felf  (hall  never  die. 

22  But  (*)  as  Chr ill’s  difciples,  being  generally  poor, 
might  be  apt  to  think  that  they  had  little  or  no  concern 
in  what  he  had  faid  about  the  rich,  he  proceeded  more 
I  2  particularly 


lyi 

Therefore  I  fa; 
unto  you.  Take 
ntt  cli ought  for 
you*  what 

ye  (halt  cat;  iwi- 
tiler  for  thehodr, 
whit  ye  fhaU  put 
ttu. 


t;  The  life  is 
Jtiorc  than  meal, 
and  the  body  it 
more  dun  Hi - 
medt. 


1 4  Confutcr 
the  nvent ;  for 
they  neither  loir 
nor  reap  ;  whid) 
ncitiu-r  have 
Bore  -  hoiife  nor 
barn ;  and  God 
feedeth  (hem . 
llow  much  mole 
are  yc  better  than 
the  fowl*  i 


is  And  which 
Of  you,  with  tak¬ 
ing  thmighc,  can 
Md  to  hif  (km re 
one  cubit  ? 


id  If  ye  then 
be  not  able  to  do 
that  thing  which 
is  lead,  why  uke 
yc  thought  for 
the  reft  t 
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particularly  to  warn  them  againft  fuch  folicitude  of 
mind  about  the  neceJfarUs  of  life,  as  their  low  and  ex¬ 
po  fed  circum dances  were  the  greateft  temptations  to, 
faying,  Take  heed  of  being  anxioully  careful,  and  djf- 
quictiug  vourfelves  with  unbelieving  fears,  even  about 
thofe  enjoyments  of  this  world  that  are  rerjuifite  to  the 
fupport  and  the  ordinary  comfort  of  yonr  lives,  fuch  as 
food  and  raiment,  and  accommodations  of  that  kind; 
but  depend  on  the  providence  of  God,  in  the  way  of 
your  duty,  for  fuch  things  as  may  be  needful  and  con¬ 
venient  for  you, 

23  For  as  the  human  life  and  body  are  more  valuable 
than  food  and  clothes,  which  are  only  the  means  of  their 
fuftenance  and  comfort;  fo  God  having  already  brought 
you  ioto  heing  without  your  own  concern  about  it  or 
contribution  toward  it,  he  will  much  more  give  you  a 
fufficiency  for  continued  fubfiftence,  without  your  per¬ 
plexing  thoughrfulnefs  about  it,  as  long  as  be  de- 
figns  you  to  live,  or  has  any  work  for  you  to  do  in  the 
body. 

2 4  As  to  foodt  obferve  what  care  God  in  his  providence 
takes  of  the  foots  of  the  air,  even  of  the  moll  hungry 
and  voracious  among  them,  fuch  as  the  ravens  ;  he  con- 
ftantly  fupplics  them  with  the  provilions  of  the  day, 
though  they  can  do  nothing  to  prepare  it,  nor  have  fore¬ 
fight  enough  to  lay  up  for  time  to  come;  And  are  not 
ye  a  much  more  noble  part  of  God’s  creation  as  men, 
and  much  dearer  to  him  as  bis  children  i  finely  then, 
be,  who  feeds  and  takes  care  of  ravens,  will  not  flame 
and  neglcQ  you. 

25  And  your  carktng  thoughts  about  thefe  things  are 

as  fooliih,  as  they  are  tieedlefs.  To  convince  you  of 
this,  confider,  that  ye  infallibly  grew  up  to  that  deter¬ 
minate  ftature  and  age  0f  the  body  which  God 

has  appointed  to  you  refpeftively ;  And  who  among 
you  can  by  any  contrivance,  an,  or  management, 
make  it  one  degree  taller,  or  ftretch  out  its  life  one 
moment  longer,  than  God  pleafes?  It,  after  all,  mull 
be  juft  as  he  fees  fit  to  order  it.  * 

26  If  therefore  it  is  impolfible,  by  your  utmoft  anxi¬ 
ety,  to  do  fo  trivial  a  thing  as  adding  ever  lo  little  to 
that  flarure  of  the  body,  or  that  time  of  its  life,  which 
God  has  fet  for  it ;  How  much  Iefs  can  ye  do  all  things 
that  are  ncccflary  for  the  fupport  of  its  whole  frame, 
and  lengthening  out  its  age  to  any  number  of  years  f 
Why  then  fhould  ye  diflrefa  your  lei  ves  about  them  ? 

27  And  as  to  raiment ,  there  is  as  little  reafon  to  be 
over-folicitous  about  this  l  For  do  but  obferve  how  the 

flowers 
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the  liEict  how 
they  grow*  they 
toil  ooL,iltcyfpiii 
not;  and  yet  I 
fay  unto  you » 
that  Solomon*  in 
all  hi*  glory,  wi$ 
not  arrayed  Hke 
one  of  tl refit. 


*8  If  then  God 
ft  clothe  the 
aft,  which  i*  to¬ 
day  la  the  Eddt 
and  tomorrow  \$ 
cad  into  tbc  0- 
ven ;  how  much 
more  vii'i  ke 
tktfa  i-cu,  0  yc 
of  Hide  faith  ► 


19  And  ftdc 
not  ye  what  yt 
Jhdl  cat,  or  whit 
yc  rtvili  drink  T 
neither  be  ye  of 
doubtful  mind. 


30  ForalUhde 
things  do  the 
nations  of  the 
u-orlii  f«k  after ; 
and  mur  Fatlrcr 
knoweth  that  ye 
have  need  of 
thc:e  things. 


%t  Hat  rather 
fedi  jt  the  king- 
fk>iti  of  Otnl,  and 
all  theft'  things 
ffa^H  be  added 
un,o  you. 


3*  Fear  not , 
little  flock,  for  it 
is 
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flowers  of  the  field,  and  particularly  the  lilies  or  tulips* 
.  are  arrayed,  without  their  own  weaving,  or  fpinning* 
or  taking  any  pains  to  provide  for  thcmfelves  And  yet 
I  tell  you,  that  God  in  his  providence  adorns  then 
with  a  beautiful  clothing,  of  various  colours,  vaftly  fu- 
perior  in  their  paint  to  the  richeft  robes  of  Salomon  and 
his  courtiers  when  on  high  days  be  appeared  in  all  Iris 
fplendor. 

a 8  If  then  God  puts  fuch  cxquifitely  fine  and  cu¬ 
rious  ornaments  on  thefe  fliort-Iived  flowers  of  the  grafs, 
which  one  day  flourifh  in  the  field,  and  the  next  either 
fade  of  themfclves,  or  are  mowed  down  and  coufumed 
in  heating  an  oven}  Can  re  fuppofe  that  he  will  not 
much  more  give  you  at  lead  nee  diary  apparel,  till  ye 
be  cut  down  by  death,  and  your  bodies  be  confumed  in 
the  grave?  Surely  your  faith  is  low  indeed,  if  ye  dif- 
truft  the  cate  of  Providence  .to  clothe  you. 

29  Be  not  therefore  pcrplexingly  thoughtful  about, 

and  eager  in  your  purfuits  after,  the  things  of  the  pre- 
fent  life,  fuch  as'  meat,  drink,  and  raiment,  whether 
ye  (hall  be  provided  with  them,  or  whether  they  fliall 
be  of  the  more  ordinary  or  of  the  more  delicate  pr 
fumptuous  kind  j  nor  giye  way  to  a  dift  rifling,  un¬ 
fettled,  flu&uaiing,  and  djftniftful  temper  about  them, 
(m»  }  as  if  God  would  pot  fnpply  you  wiiK 

fuch  things  as  are  proper  for  you, 

30  Such  a  temper  as  this  is  very  unbecoming  you, 
my  difciples :  For  this  is  to  hehave  juft  like  the  hea¬ 
then,  who  are  ignorant  of  God  and  his  providence, 
and  lire  without  hope  of  a  hlcfled  life  to  come ;  and 
who,  for  want  of  knowing  better,  are  carkicg  and 
eating  about  the  concerns  of  this  world,  as  if  their 
happinefs  lay  in  them,  and  nothing  more  than  their 
own  induftry  were  requifite  to  fecurc  them.  liut(**) 
as  all  things  are  under  the  management  of  your  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  and  he  knows  that  forae  of  them  arc  neccf- 
fary  to  your  fiibfiftence  and  comfort,  ye  may  well  cruft 
ut  him  for  feafonahie  fupplies. 

31  But  let  your  principal  care,  dcfircs,  and  purfuits, 
be  after  the  more  important,  fptritual,  and  eternal  blef- 
fings  that  belong  to  the  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory  j 
feck  thefe,  rather  than  even  the  neceifaries  of  the  pre- 
fent  life ;  feck  them  fir  ft  and  principally,  before  and 
above  all  things  elfe ;  and  if  ye  are  but  partakers  of 
thefe,  ye  may  be  fure  that  he  who  has  given  the  great¬ 
er,  will  not  with-hold  the  lefs,  but  will  add  all  fuch 
temporal  things  as  he  knows  are  fitted  for  you. 

31  Fear  no  want  of  any  good  thing,  O  ye  my  dear 

property 


*34 

as  your  Father's 
good  pleafure  to 
give you  ticking* 
Jom. 
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property  and  charge*  who*  compared  with  the  mime* 
rous  herds  of  the  wicked,  arc  like  a  fmall  flock  of  fheep 
and  lambs:  For  your  heavenly  Father,  by  a  fovercign, 
gracious  ail  of  his  mere  good  plcafurc,  has  appointed 
and  provided  for  you,  has  given  you  a  right  and  title 
to,  and  will  bring  you  to  the  poffefnon  of,  ail  the  riches, 
honours,  and  delights  of  the  kingdom  of  glory ;  bow 
much  more  will  he  give  you  all  the  neceflaries  of  this 
life? 

33  Indead  therefore  of  following  the  cbace  of  this 
world,  or  being  anxioufly  thoughtful  about  food  and 
raiment;  be  ready  to  pan  with  even  what  ye  have, 
when  God  in  his  providence  calls  you  to  rdjgn  it  for 
his  glory  and  the  relief  of  the  poor:  And  let  your 
principal  concern  be  about  the  heavenly  inheri¬ 
tance,  that  all  things  here  may  be  managed  in  a  due 
fubferrience  to  this ;  which  is  like  a  treafure  put  into 
bags  that  will  never  rot  or  decay  ;  nor  will  it  ever  wafte, 
or  be  fpem,  or  ftolen  from  you  by  fraud  or  violence  ; 
nor  be  moth  eaten,  like  garments  for  the  body;  but 
will  endure  incorruptibly,  and  make  you  happy  with¬ 
out  abatement  or  end* 

34  For  whatsoever  ye  eflesm  as  your  chief  treafure* 
will  command  and  govern  your  hearts  and  affeiUons, 
defires  and  hopes,  cates  and  fears,  whether  it  be  any 
thing  in  this  world,  or  the  glory  and  bleflednefs  of  that 
which  is  to  come* 

35,  3  6  And  as  the  bell  of  treafures  arc  to  be  enjoyed 
or  loft  when  your  Lord  {hall  come  to  judgment,  the 
time  of  which  is  unknown  and  uncertain  ;  be  ye  like 
fervants  that  are  continually  waiting  *  with  their  loins 
girt,  and  lights  burning,  in  all  readme!*  to  receive  their 
mafter,  at  the  firft  notice  of  his  returning  home  from 
a  wedding.  See  that  ye  live  inadaHyexercileof  grace* 
and  performance  of  duty  :  Labour  to  keep  your  eviden¬ 
ces  clear  for  heaven,  and  to  fpread  the  knowledge  of 
fpiutual  things  ^1]  around  you,  that  ye  may  be  contimr* 
ally  prepared  in  your  frame  and  employment,  as  well 
as  m  your  ftatc,  and  may  be  waiting  with  expectation 
and  hope  for  your  I^ot6}  whenever  he  Hull  appear  in 
his  glory  to  take  up  the  church  to  heaven,  which  be  has 
cfpoufcd  tp  bimfelf  by  the  mmittry  of  the  gofpel  on 
earth  :  And  be  always  circumfpe£t,  that,  as  foon  as  ever 
the  alarm  {hall  be  given  of  his  being  juft  at  band,  ye 

N  O  T  E, 

*  Here  *  rraniftft  allaflon  to  the  bxijg  to  be  attended  to  ;r  as  »Hb  to  the  lights  that 
garments  that  ufed  to  he  worn  by  the  carter-  ftrraius  vert  wont  to  carry-  at  weddings, 
\f  nations  down  to  their  feet,  and  to  be  which  were  ufoally  in  tbt  night, 
girded  about  the  him  when  any  Service  «u 


33  Sell  that  ye 
have  *  and  give 
alms  ;  provide 
your  ft  Ives 
vhk'h  wax  not 
old  ,  a  tr£::i  - 
fare  in  the  hei- 
vens  tlut  faUtth 
not*  where  no 
thief  approjeh- 
cch,  neither  rrn>th 
coirupteth. 


34  Tor  where 
your  trrajurc  is* 
there  wiil  your 
heuc  be  alfo* 


35  Let  your 
Ivins  begirded  a- 
bour,  ami 
lights  burning ; 

3  <5  And  ye 
yotirfHves  like 
unto  men  that 
wtii  for  their 
Lord*  when  he 
will  return  from 
the  w milling  * 
thjit*  when  hp 
Comdh 

Juockcth  t 


and 

they 

may 


Cfa.xib 

»aj  open  onto 
him  immedUte- 

37  BldTed  are 
rhoi;  (cmnt& 
vbon  the  Lnrdf 
when  he  comcth, 
Hull  find  watch- 
ing;  wrily,  1  (ky 
llntv  yon,  that 
heflullginlhim- 
fdf,  and  make 
them  to  Pt  down 
to  meal',  and  will 
come  forth  nod 
fcrvc  them, 

38  And  if  he 
fhaU  come  in  die 
fecund  watch,  or 
come  in  the  third 
watch,  and  Hud 
fhe*u  fo,  lrftlloi 
arc  thoft  fer- 

v*Dts* 

39  And  tin* 
know,  that  if  the 
good  man  of  the 
hmifc  had  known 
what  hour  the 
thicfwoaldoomr, 
lit  would  have 
Witched,  and  not 
fc-vc  fudged  hi* 
liuufe  to  he  bro¬ 
ken  through. 

40  Be  vet  her;' 
fore  ready  alfo ; 
for  live  Son  of 
man  comet*  zt 
an  hour  when  ye 
think  not. 


41  Then  Peter 
feid  unto  him, 
Lard  *  fpenkeft 
thou  this  parable 
unto  us,  or  even 
to  all  ? 

41  And  the 
Lord  Jaid,  Who 
tLea 
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may  be  in  no  furprife  j  but  may  be  ready  to  bid  him 
welcome,  and  to  enter  with  him  into  his  joy* 

37  Thofe  faithful  fervants  are  happy  beyond  expref* 
lion*  whom  their  Lord*  at  his  fecond  appearing,  (hall 
find  to  be  thus  diligently  waiting  in  expe&auon  of  It : 
I  afluredly  tell  you,  that  he  will  ftiew  the  greateft  con* 
defeenfionto  them4,  and  put  the  higheft  marks  of 
honour  upon  them,  in  admitting  them  to  his  glory, 
and  entertaining  them  with  all  the  delights  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  world* 

38  And,  whether  he  (hall  appear  fooner  or  later,  at 
the  beginning  of  their  cvpc£Ution,  or  after  they  have 
long  waited  for  him.  Every  one  who  {hall  be  found  rea¬ 
dy  m  this  manner  to  receive  him,  Hull  be  truly  and  for 
ever  blefled  with  him* 

39  Am!  as  the  coming  of  your  Lord  will,  for  its  fur- 
prtfing  fuddennefs,  and  fad  coufequences  to  tbc  un¬ 
watchful  and  unprepared,  be  like  that  of  a  thief  in  the 
night,  obfesrve  what  I  fay  in  the  following  parable  :  If 
any  houfe-keeper  certainly  knew  before-hand  the  cxnft 
time  when  thieves  would  attempt  his  dwelling,  he  could 
not  be  fo  fttipid  and  carelefs  as  not  to  be  on  his  watch 
juft  then  to  prevent  them  ;  But  every  wife  and  prudent 
man  will  do  more  than  this  ;  he  will  rake  care  that  his 
houfe  be  always  in  a  ftate  of  good  fecurity,  left  it  fliould 
be  aflaulted  at  unawares* 

40  In  like  manner  therefore,  fee  that  ye  defer  not 
your  preparation  for  the  coming  of  your  Lord  to  judg¬ 
ment,  till  the  furprifing  hour  overtakes  you  ;  bur  that 
ye  he  always  in  fuch  a  ftate,  and  frame,  and  courfc  of 
life,  as  ye  would  with  to  be  found  in,  whenever  it  may 
be  ;  for  the  MeQiah  will  certainly  and  fud daily  appear, 
to  your  confuficui,  or  joy,  at  a  time  when  ye  may  leaft 
of  all  expect  it. 

41  Then  Peter  bid  to  jefus,  Lord,  is  this  awakening 
parable  fpohen  to  US  only,  who  arc  thy  lervanrs  in  the 
work  of  the  miniflry  j  or  doll  thou  intend  that  it  (hauld 
be  applied  in  common  to  all  that  hear  it? 

42  Our  Saviour  replied,  Tho*  all  in  general  are  con¬ 
cerned  in  it,  I  fpoke  it  more  diiuclly  to  you  :  Tor  who, 

think 


NOT  E* 

v  We  are  not  to  ftippofe  that  this  is  to  morsg  the  ancients,  and  piriieubsly  among 
be  under  it  ood  literally,  as  if  tmr  Lord,  at  rhe  Kuuans  at  thdr  Saluraafut,  «r  fra  As  dc- 
his  fecond  glorimi&appMriog,  will  put  him-  diuted  tn  Satara  ;  where  for wms  litd  the 
Jelf  into  Curb  an  abject  farm,  and  oumilet  tboucur  of  Huing  at  table,  and  ihcir  mailers 
to  his  faints  in  freh  an  humble  manner,  as  waited  upon  them  fo  fcrvc  diem ;  as  it  U 
he  did  when  lie  girded  himicif  and  waliied  cuftonia*y  amon«  fomc  of  t#ur  nation,  1.1 
his  difeiplcs’  f«E  on  c*nh.  But  thde  fit-  the  prefrut  tor  the  bridegroom  to  wait 
are  to  be  taken  ia  a  /i^Lir^ifc  fuilc,  at  u!)Lj,  like  *  Uwant,  oil  iiii  uC(ldinjj4^t 
alluding  to  the  at  iotiiC  fails  i* 
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•lien  it  ibat  faith-  think  ye,  but  fueh  as,  like  good  ftewards,  are  faithful 

'*  ! _ _ _ ' _  ■  _  _ t _ *  _ !I1  L.  1  *  II  .  ) 


In!  a  rut  wiiV  ftirw 

ir! 


anl,  wSium  /«  *n  >m proving  their  various  talents,  will  be  highly  ad. 
Joid  (hill  make  vnuced  in  their  lord’s  houfe,  to  have  the  management 
[“*"  jT"  ^*s  a^a'rs  according  to  bis  will,  and  to  make  fiich 

th£ ilrS^lnn  di ftnbutions  in  proper  ti  me  and  feafon  as  are  fuitable  iq 
of  m«t  Li  due  the  n  lpeftive  ftates  and  circumltances  of  all  under 
faf«ni  their  chaigc  ?  . 

«b«J  43  Such  and  fuch  only  are  happy  fervants,  whatfo- 

whom  hh  irtrd  cver  rhcir  Nation  may  be,  who  (hall  be  found'  faithfully 
vlicu  liecomdlij  difeharging  the  trulls  com  mitred  to  them  whenever  their 
(jiid  jo  do-  Lord  (hall  come  to  call  them  to  an  account. 

1Dla  or  a  :ru:h  44  I  afliircdiy  tell  you,  that  he  will  own  and  accept 
I  (ay  fa  to  you,  them  in  their  work  and  labour  of  fidelity,  faith,  and 
''ruler  *ov.'C  ^0vr»  *nd  will  raife  them  *  to  the  higheft  dignity  and 
MdJ?hZhZ&?  g|cry.  when  he  (ball  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at 
his  appearing  and  kingdom . 

45  Bin  m»d  if  Out  if,  on  the  other  hand,  any  one,  who  profef- 

th  it  ftrvant  hy  fts  to  be  my  difciple  and  fervant,  Diall  give  way  to  uih 
tont  dcttycili  hdievmg  thoughts,  as  if  his  great  Lord  and  Matter 
M*  coming;  and  would  never  come  again  to  call  nim  to  an  accounr,  be- 
.  I,cS,n  caufe  he  fees  no  prefent  appearances  of  it ;  and  if,  un- 
vauts,  eaiMl>m*i'  der  the  ppwer  of  this  praclical  infidelity,  he  (hall  grow 
dciw.  and  to  c.t  remifs  and  carekfs,  aiid  (hall  thereupon  give  him  felt*  li¬ 
berty  to  revile,  in  full,  abufe  and  perfecutc  others  of  his 
fcl lew. fervants,  and  to  be  luxurious  and  intemperate  in 
his  fenfual  appetites,  as  well  as  outrageous  in  his  paf- 
fions ; 

46  His  Lord  will  furprife  him  in  the  midft  of  all  his 
unbelief  and  wickedncfs,  when  he  little  thinks  of  it) 
and  will  cut  him  off  by  death  front  all  his  vain  and  flat¬ 
tering  imaginations,  from  all  his  comforts  here,  and 

"Trqm  all  hope  and  happinefs  hereafter  :  He  will  feparate 
bis  foul  front  his  body,  and  feparate  them  both  from 
God  and  bleftcdncfe)  and  fen  fence  him  to  everlafljng 
definition,  whiph  is  the  portion  of  unbelievers. 

47  Only  there  will  be  this  difference  :  As  under  the 
laty  a  dift- nation  was  made  between  fins  of  ignorance 
and  prefumptpous  fins,  (Ai/si.  xv.  29,  30.)  and  crimi¬ 
nals  were  to  be  beaten  with  a  number  of  (tripes,  more 
or  left,  according  to  the  degiees  and  aggravations  of 
the!  1  faults,  (Deaf.  xxv,  2,  3  }j  fo  he  who  had  a 
clear  knowledge  of  what  his  Lord  requires  and  fnay  r<a- 

b«u«4  fooably  expert  from  him  under  all  his  advantages  and 
opportunities,  and  yet  neglefls  his  duty,  and  tins  againll 
the  light  and  potiviftipns  of  bis  own  conference,  (halt 

be 

H  O  T  E. 

*  Chrift  here  aJIiule*  to  the  Arrthcrho-r  /lelvc*  tn  be  pradent  ud  faithfuls  *s 
pour;  ant!  that  mailt rs  uCe  to  ^  nfrr  dftiit  wilh  G;q.  xlt,  40* 

ui  ihoic  i^rviuK  who  have  approval  lhc;n* 


and  drink,  And. 
to  be  drankcb. 


46  *rhe  h.d 

of  thaL  ftrv^nt 
will  come  in  § 
day  trhen  he 
Jnokcih  jsut  fer 
him,  aiid  an 
hour  lit  i.i 
rurt  ahA 

*m1L  cut  him  iii 
ruiu^r,  anil  will 
appoint  If- pi  hit 

uith  llic 
unbelievers. 

47  Atid  tint 
tervjrtt  wh;cii 
kdtw  lit?  lord's 
will,  an:!  prepar¬ 
ed  net  & 
neither  did*  ac- 
folding  ro  his 
will,  fhaU 


ch.  iir. 

Lcacen  wUb  nu* 
n  j  jWfu* 

48  Bat  he 
that  knew  not, 
*nd  did  commit 
thtagt  worthy  of 
|( tripes  (hdl  be 
beaten  with  few 
Jiriptu  For  on¬ 
to  whomsoever 
much  15  jriven,  of 
him  QmiI  much 
be  required ;  and 
to  whom  men 
have  committed 
ranch*  of  him 
they  wilt  aJk  the 
more* 

4?  I  am  come 
to  fend  fire  on 
the  earth  ,  and 
what  will  J  if  it 
he  alrtady  ku> 
cfkd. 


re  Ihit  T  hare 
a  Laptifni  to  be 
tiled  with  , 
*::ui  tuj\v  #m  I 
l listened  till  It 
pi  accompli  Ibcd  I 


51  _Suppofc 
jC  that  I  fam 
come  to  give 

?wcc  on  cmh  ? 

1  ell  you.  Nay  ; 
but  rather  divi- 
fioo : 


51  For  from 
henceforth  there 
ftij|Jbcfiretnorie 
lipuJc  divided', 
(hrec 
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be  proportionably  punithed  with  the  heavieft  flrolcee  of 
divine  vengeance. 

48  Bat  be  who*  though  he  had  proper  means  of  be¬ 
ing  acquainted  with  his  Lord’s  will,  did  not  underAand 

2nd  fo  a&cd  contrary  to  his  commands,  fliall  be 
punitiied  with  lefs  feverity  than  the  other :  For,  accor¬ 
ding  totbeuniverfal  law  of  equity  among  men,  the  grea¬ 
ter  capacities,  opportunities,  ana  advantages,  any  fer- 
vant  has  for  dtfchargmg  a  truft  committed  to  him,  the 
higher  will  be  bis  Matter's  expectations  and  demands 
from  him  j  and  the  more  he  is  intruded  with,  the  grea¬ 
ter  will  his  guik  and  punifhment  be,  if  oq  any  account 
whatfoever,  he  prove  negligent  and  unfaithful, 

49  1  am  come  to  eftablifh  a  doftrine  fo  contrary  to 
the  pride  and  prejudices  of  men,  that  it  will  incenfq 
them  againft  me  and  my  difeiptes,  and  be  the  occation 
of  great  animofities,  contentions,  and  perfecutions  in 
the  world  :  And  as  thefe  fiery  trials  are  already  begun  in 
the  eppotition  ^nd  rage  of  the  Jcribes  and  Pharifcts  and 
others  on  this  account,  wbat  Hull  I  fay,  or  do,  or  wiih 
for,  with  refpeft  thereunto?  Shall  I  defift  from  my  de- 
fign  of  putdiffiing  my  gofpel  ?  No  j  it  is  too  important 
for  the^Iory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of  tinners,  to 
be  declined,  how  much  foeverl  and  my  followers  may 
fuffer  for  it  upon  earth. 

59  For  my  part,  I  know  that  the  firft  and  heavieft 
florci  will  fall  upon  myfelf  in  tbe  mod  terrible  igno* 
minions  fufferings  and  death ;  fo  that  I  (hall  be  foUmn- 
ly  confecrared  to  my  prieftly  and  kingly  offices  by  the 
baptifm  of  my  own  blood,  as  I  bare  been  to  my  pro¬ 
phetic  office  bytbebaptifm  of  water  and  of  tbe  Holy 
Ghoft  :  But  I  am  fb  far  from  refuting  the  diftrefs,  that, 
like  a  woman  in  travail,  who  longs  for  her  pains  to  in- 
creafe  upon  her  that  fhe  may  bring  forth  her  child,  I 
am  exceeding  defirous  of  going  through  it,  that  I  may 
fee  my  feed,  and  the  pleasure  of  tbe  Lord  may  profper 
in  my  hand, 

51  And  as  for  you,  my  apofiles  and  difciples,  Do 
ye  imagine  that  the  defignof  my  coming  into  the  world 
is  to  fettle  temporal  peace  and  profperity?  Alas!  that 
is  a  very  great  mi  (take,  I  afllire  you,  the  event  will  be 
fo  far  from*  this,  that,  on  the  contrary,  ye  will  find  it 
turn  to  greater  ftrifes  and  divitioiis,  miferies  and  con- 
fuCons,  than  ye  ever  knew  before. 

52,  53  For  though  my  gofpel  is  fullof  love  and  good- 
nefs,  anditireflly  fuired  and  detigned  to  promote  friend¬ 
ship,  kindnefs,  and  facial  affection,  and  will  bave  this 

harfy 


ijB 

three  aguofttwo, 
and  two  egaiult 
three. 

S  *  The  father 
dull  be  divided 
agatnft  ihe  fent 
and  the  fon  a* 
gaintt  the  father; 
the  mother  a  - 
gain  ft  the  daugh¬ 
ter  ,  and  the 
daughter  again  ft 
the  mother :  the 
tnotKer-in^hw  a* 
gsioft  herdnigh' 
tcr-ln-hw ,  and 
the  riaoghter-ln^ 
lav  agtioft  her 
IDothcr-iD-hw, 
S4  And  be 
laid  aljb  to  the 
people.  When  ye 
fee  a  cloud  rife 
cm  of  the  wdt, 
fhaightway  ye 
fay.  There  com- 
<tn  a  Ibovcri  and 
fo  U  is. 

jj  And  when 
ye  fie  the  foutli- 
wind  bbw  ,  ye 
fay ,  There  will 
be  heat;  and  it 
cometh  to  pofb 
jtf  Ye  hypo¬ 
crites,  ye  can  dif- 
ccfn  the  face  of 
*thr  Iky,  ud  of 
the  earth  j  bat 
how  is  fr,  that 
ye  do  not  dif¬ 
fers  this  time  l 


Sf  Yea  r  and 
why  even  of 
you  Helves  judge 
it  not  what  is 
right  ! 
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happy  effect  od  tbofe  that  cordially  embrace  it  ■,  yer, 
through  the  corruptions,  enmity,  and  oppofitton  of 
others,  it  will  henceforward  prove  an  occafion  of  fierce 
contentions,  and  cruel  persecutions ;  So  that,  when 
fome  in  the  fame  houfe  (hall  receive  ami  others  reject 
me,  as  fuppofe,  in  a  family  con  fitting  of  five  perfons, 
there  he  two  of  one  fort  and  three  of  the  other,  they 
who  continue  in  unbelief  will  be  fo  enraged  at  the  con¬ 
verted,  that  even  father  and  fon,  mother  and  daughter, 
every  rank  and  degree  of  relations,  according  to  the 
flefh,  will  call  off  all  the  tender  fee  ti  merits  and  obliga¬ 
tions  of  natural  affection,  and  be  the  molt  implacable 
perfecutors  of  one  another. 

54,  55  Then  Jefus,  turning  to  the  unbelieving  mul¬ 
titude,  reproved  them  for  their  llupidity  and  (oily  in 
rejecting  him,  notwith  (landing  the  plain  evidences  he 
bad  given  of  his  being  the  true  Me  Hi  ah  ;  faying,  If 
at  any  time  a  cloud  appears  toward  the  fea,  which  lyes 
wefi  of  Judea ,  ye  immediately  conclude  that  there  wilt 
he  a  (hower  of  rain ;  and  if  ye  obferve  that  the  wind 
blows  fouth,  from  the  hot  eounrry  of  Africa^  ye  rea- 
fouahly  expeft  that  the  weather  will  be  hot  and  fuhry, 
and,  generally  fpeafciag,  ye  are  not  mi  (taken. 

56  O  ye  hypocritical  people,  what  blindaeO,  obJU- 
nacy,  and  prejudices,  are  ye  under,  with  refpeft  to 
your  -fpirituai  concerns  ?  ye  are  fagadous  enough  in 
obferving  the  motions  of  the  wind  and  clouds,  and  prog- 
nofticatiug  the  weather  from  thence,  that  ye  may  or¬ 
der  your  affairs  accordingly;  but  ye  take  no  notice 
of  the  much  plainer  and  furer  tokens  of  the  prefent  day 
of  merciful  viGtation,  which  is  of  infinitely  higher  im¬ 
portance  to  you.  Ye  may  fee  that  the  Old-Tefiament 
prophecies  oftheMefiiab  are  fulfilled  in  my  hirth,  tribe, 
and  family,  in  the  place  where  I  was  bora,  in  Jeba  the 
Baptift  as  my  forerunner,  and  in  the  manner  of  my 
life  and  dodrinc  \  and  ye  may  fee  that  all  my  preten¬ 
tions  to  that  chara&er  are  confirmed  by  numerous  mi¬ 
racles.  How  is  it,  then,  that  ye  do  not  difeern  this 
time,  that  it  is  indeed  a  day  of  grace,  in  which  1  ap¬ 
pear  as  a  Saviour  among  you? 

57  Yea,  why  do  not  ye  take  example  from  your- 
felvs  ?  («f  *■*««■)  In  the  inftance  but  now  mentioned  ye 
are  (kilful  and  diligent  obfervers,  and  act  with  prudence 
according  to  your  obfervations:  Why  then  (hould  ye 
not  be  excited,  by  what  ye  do  in  thofc  Idler  things,  to 
take  the  fame  care,  and  ufe  as  much  observation  and 
prudence,  with  refpeft  to  the  greater  things  that  relate 

T  to 


Cluxli: 


$B  When  then} 
foeA  with  dune 
adverfary  to  the 
DiaviltnUjJffhff 
Art  in  the  way, 
give  diligence 
that  thou  marcH 
be  delivered  from 
him:  left  he  hale 
thee  to  the  judge, 
and  the  judge  de¬ 
liver  thee  to  the 
officer  ,  and  the 
officer  call  thee 
into  prison. 

S9  1  tell  dice, 
tltou  (halt  pot 
deport  thence*  till 
fliDU  halt  paid 
tl»r  very  Lit  mite. 
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to  your  eternal  peace  I  and  why  do  not  ye  a&  in  this 
affair  as  the  common  prudence  of  a  man  would  fuggeft 
to  be  right  in  temporal  concerns  *  i 

58,  59  Snppofc  any  of  you  were  going  to  a  conrt  of 
judicature  with  an  adverfary  who  has  an  attion  of  debt 
againfl  you,  which,  if  profecuted,  would  be  your  ut„ 
ter  ruin  j  common  fenfe  would  tell  you,  that  all  poffible 
means  Ihoold  be  ufed  for  a  timely  compromise  with 
him,  left  be  fhould  get  judgment  and  execution  againfl 
you,  to  your  imprifonment  all  the  days  of  your  life, 
in  like  manner,  as  fin  has  brought  you  into  a  ftate  of 
enmity  with  God,  and  were  he  to  mark  iniquity  you 
could  not  Hand  ;  it  is  your  higheft  wifdom  now,  while 
you  are  in  the  way  of  mercy,  to  fall  down  at  his  feet, 
acknowledging  your  tranfgreinons,  and  to  feek  peace 
and  reconciliation  with  him,  thro*  faith  in  the  MefliaN, 
that  you  may  be  delivered  from  the  hands  of  his  vin- 
tlittive  j u (lice ;  left  he  bring  you  into  judgment  for  rcr 
jetting  the  only  Saviour  and  for  your  other  innumerable 
fins,  and  the  Judge  of  all  Should  condemn  you,  and 
deliver  you  over  to  the  executioners  of  his  righteous 
vengeance,  and  they  Should  caft  you  into  the  prifon  of 
hell.  1  affurc  you,  that  if  once,  through  your  odn 
impenkenecand  unbelief,  this  becomes  your  cafe,  you 
mull  be  held  there  in  eternal  torments,  becaufe  you 
will  never  be  able  to  fatisfy  divine  jullice,  or  pay  the 
debt  of  fufferiugs,  which  is  due  for  your  iniquities. 


recollections. 


Wliat  a  fenfelcfe  (in  is  hypocrify,  finee  our  moft  fecret  thoughts  ly  Open  to 
the  omiwfdent  eye  of  that  God  who  will  bring  them  all  to  light !  And  how  pre- 
pr.r  trcius  U  it  to  fear  man  more  than  him ;  Gnce  we  have  immortal  fouls  which 
cannot  he  killed  with  the  body,  and  men  cannot  hurt  the  body  itfclf  without 
G'o<t*s  permiffio*,  but  he  can  make  both  foul  and  body  for  evertniferable  in  bell; 
and  [in re  Cf'.rift  will  certainly  own  or  re|edt  them  in  the  other  world  who  own 
or  rejetft  him  in  this  I  But  there  is  forgivennefs  with  God  for  all  forts  of  fins  ex¬ 
cept  that  agaiuft  the  Holy  Gbcft,  which  none  that  have  any  ferious  defires  after 
the  gofpei- falvation  can  be  guilty  of.  And  O  with  what  fatisfa&ion  may  true 
beliven  commit  all  the  concerns  of  this  life  to  that  God,  whofe  Providence 
takes  care  of  all  his  creatures,  and  extends  to  the  minuted  affairs !  And  with 
wliat  humble  confidence  may  they  commit  tlie  concerns  of  their  fouls  to  Chrift, 
who  was  eagerly  defirous  of  dying  the  word  of  deaths  to  redeem  them;  and  to 
the  God  of  all  grace,  whofe  good  plea fu re  it  is  to  give  them  a  kingdom  of  glory ! 
That  kingdom  ponftfts  of  riches  infinitely  preferable  to  all  the  pofiefifiong  of 
this  world;  and  therefore  they  fhould  be  fought  before,  and  above  all  things  elft, 
as  they  will  be  by  thofe  who  really  dleem  them  as  their  chief  trealure ;  This 
is  the  way  to  all  true  happtnefs  here,  and  efpedally  hereafter ;  but  covetous  and 
anxious  cares  about  the  things  of  the  prefent  life  are  the  bane  of  religion,  and 
the  riches  of  thi3  world  arc  often  the  min  of  carnal  nunds.*-Quaml8  and  con. 

fufions 


NOTE. 

*  IF  wf  comwft  this  verfe  with  the  forr~  but  if  it  he  MnntAcd  with  the  follpwifij 
pin^^both  thefe  imcrprrt  aliens  mwfUud;  verfrj  the  htttris  to  be  preffrredt 


14*  7i/  Evangelifi  LCEfi  paraphr&fcd.  Ch,  xiil. 

fufiona  will  indeed  arife  among  men,  on  account  of  Cbrift  and  hie  gnCpcl,  as 
long  as  the  lufls,  pafliona,  and  prejudices  of  multitudes  ly  in  oppofition  to 
them :  But  diftinguifhing  grace  malus  a  difference  in  others,  and  that  in  the 
lame  families  ;  and  if  we  are  hated  and  perfecuted  for  Chrilt's  fake,  antf  do  not 
bear  a  guilty  part  in  religious  quarrels,  he  will  enable  ns  to  make  a  juft  defence 
of  his  caufc,  and  of  nurfirlves  for  our  profeflum  of  it.  How  careful  ftiould  mi* 
ni  tiers  of  the  gofpel  be  to  imitate  their  gitat  Lord  in  keeping  to  their  own  pro¬ 
vince,  and  not  intermeddling  as  umpires  in  fecutar  affairs,  nor  a  limning  to  them- 
Iclvcs  civil  powers  J  And  how  apt  fhould  they  arid  all  others  be  to  take  every 
word  of  Chrift  to  tbemfelves,  that  they  may  be  always  ready  to  meet  him  in 
death  and  judgment,  not  knowing  how  foon  he  may  fumioon  them  to  appear 
before  him  !  Hut  O  what  a  fotirce  of  ftupidity,  fenfaality,  and  wiekednefs,  ts 
unbelief!  And  how  are  fecure  tinners  in  perpetual  danger  of  being  furprifed  in¬ 
to  utter  deft  ruction!  Their  ignorance  am!  inobservance  of  what  they  ought  to 
know  and  conftder,  is  no  jolt  excufc  for  their  fin ;  and  yet  fuming  againft  light 
and  comri&ioa  is  attended  with  dill  higher  aggravations,  and  fhaU  be  more  fe~ 
vertly  puniihed.  How  pemrfe  are  the  hearts  of  men  that  fet  themfelvcs  againft 
the  only  Saviour,  and  the  only  way  of  falvation  by  him !  and  how  much  more 
careful  and  prudent  are  the  generality  of  them  about  their  temporal,  than  about 
their  fpiritual  concerns  £  But  as  their  natural  Jtatc  is  a  ftatc  of  enmity  with 
God,  and  expofes  them  to  the  utmoft  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  his  ju- 
flicc;  fo,  uniefs  they  feet  and  obtain  peace  and  reconciliation  with  him  now, 
through  faith  in  his  Son,  while  there  are  means  and  hopes  of  it,  their  naifay 
wilt  be  unavoidable,  i&fupportabU,  and  without  end. 


CHAP.  xiir. 


ChrifPs  remarks  upon  the  deftruEtion  that  fell  on  the  Galileans  and 
otberSf  i» — 5*  His  parable  cf  the  barren  jig-tree^  6> — 9*  His 
healing  a  crooked  woman  on  the  fabbalh-dayf  10, — 17*  His  para¬ 
bles  of  a  grain  cf  muftardfeed%  and  of  leaven^  18* — ir*  His 
preaching *  and  anfwer  to  the  quejlion  whether  feus  JhaU  be  favedt 
22) — 30.  His  flighting  Herod’s  threatening*  7  and  lamming  over 
Jemfalem,  3ij — 35. 


Text.  PARAPHRASE. 

'jHerewerepre-  TT7HILST  our  Me  fled  Lord  was  fpeaking  of  the  im- 
--  r™1  at  J*  ”  nortance  of  being  in  a  ftate  of  peace  and  friend- 

feftrbn  force  that  -  ■  ,  r  ,  ~ 

told  him  of  the  “HP  w>th  uod,  fo  me  of  the  company  took  occafion  to 
mention  to  him  the  Hidden  tragical  Slaughter  of  certain 
Galileans )  whofe  blood  Pilate ,  the  Roman  governor* 
had  fhed,  by  fending  foldiers  to  cut  them  in  pieces* 
even  while  they  were  offering  their  facriGces  at  Jens* 
falemt  becaufe*  being  followers  of  Judas  of  Galilee 
they  perfuaded  the  Jews  that  they  were  a  free  people* 
and  ought  not  to  be  fubje&  to  a  foreign  government  or 
to  pay  tribute  to  Cafar* 

2  And 


Galifoitti  whofe 
blood  rilite  hid 
mingled  wiih 
their  Aerified. 


HO 

*  TWe  frem  to  lure  been  fome  of  th«t 
faOiou  which  G&mcjiei  referred  to  when  he 
Aid,  37.)  sSflcriti. j  «kii  (vix.  Titt- 

djj,  a  noted  uiipuiM,)  Judas  of  Gi* 


T  E. 

like,  drrnt  mat  mnh  pttpli t  afar  hint  ; 
be  aijb  pmfMt  and  rt/i,  rvt*  tff  monj  a$ 
qbfftd  Urn,  vert  Jiff  trftd* 


Ch.  xiil.  The  Evangelift  Luke  paraphrased.  14  { 

1  And  Jfefi m  2  And  as  the  per (ons  who  made  this  report  would 

uBio^hm,  Sup-  thereby  feem  to  intimate  as  if  thefe  muft  needs  be  un- 
ptiie  ye <hu  thde  commonly  wicked  people,  and  very  unprepared  to  die, 
w«jj  fince  vengeance  fo  remarkably  fell  upon  them  in  the 
be-  tnidft  of  their  external  devotions  ;  Jefus,  to  guard  againft 
cinfe they  roffcml  this  uncharitable  ecu f lire,  replied,  Do  ye  conclude  from 
fuvh  things*  the  time  arid  manner  of  thefe  Caiifeans  being  thus  bar- 
baroufly  murdered,  that  they  were  more  notorious  tin* 
ners  than  all  the  reft  of  their  countrymen  ? 

,  I  tdl  you,  3  I  allure  you  that  no  fuch  inference  can  be  juftly 
Nay:  but, cjtcrpt  drawn  from  thence  :  But  as  thefe  men  are  only  exam- 
pl«  *n  providence  of  the  miferies  that  every  Gnner  de¬ 
pend.  ierves  and  is  in  danger  of ;  fo,  unlefs  ye  repent  of  your 

infidelity  and  wtckednefc,  your  whole  nation  (hall  as 
certainly  be  deftroyed,  and  your  blood  lhall  be  ming¬ 
led  with  your  facTifices  in  as  dreadful  a  manner,  by  the 
fword,  as  theirs  was  fj  and  all  impenitent  tinners  (hall 
perilh  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  if  not  in  this 
world,  yet  inevitably  in  the  next, 

«  Or  thoic  4  Or,  to  remind  you  of  another  awful  providence, 
e:?iiifcn  npom  which  ye  know  befel  fome  among  yourfelves  nearer 
home,  Do  you  imagine  that  the  eighteen  perfons  who 
ar>d  ilcw  them ,  were  killed,  without  the  immediate  hand  of  men,  in 
were  in*  ^  rower  of  Stloam  *,  were  more  flagitious 
r!sre  #tove  tti  finners  than  all  the  reft  of  the  people  of  Jerufalem  ? 


men  that  dwelt 
in  Jerufrirm  t 
5  1  tell  you. 
Nap:  bet* except 
ye  repent ,  ye 

Oull  Jt  BUwfc* 

perifh. 


5  Whatfoevei  ye  may  think  of  the  matter*  I  tell  you* 
No  fuch  cenfiire  ought  to  be  pafled  upon  them*  Once 
alt  things  relating  to  the  prefent  life  come  alike  to  all: 
But  this  is  likewife  a  fampte  of  the  dreadful  calamities 
which  are  coming  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  Jervfatemt 
who,  unlefs  they  are  brought  to  repentance*  (hall  penfh 


in  the  ruins  of  the  whole  city*  a s  thofe  perfons  did  by 
the  fall  of  that  tower;  and  ,the  guilt  of  every  one  of 
you  is  (bgreat,  that*  if  ye  perfift  in  impenitence  and 
unbelief*  ye  (hall  certainly  be  punifhed  with  everlafting 
dcftrucHon  in  the  world  to  come*  whether  ye  fall  by 
any  remarkable  judgment  here  or  not* 

6  And 


NOTES, 


f  Tins  W0$  lirenily  fulfilled,  according 
to  ytySrpWs  account,  that  many  thoulaiuU 
of  the,  Jews  were  dieghtercd  in  the  temple* 
and  round  about  it,  at  the  fcaft  of  the  pafs- 
over,  bcciofc  of  their  oppodtloo  to  the/tf- 
7»i in  yoke  ;  and  fo  their  blood  was  mingled 
v.ith  their  Sacrifices  by  the  fvorJ, 

and  that  for  tbe  fame  caufe,  u  the  blood  of 
thefe  GnltUzxs  had  bccti  by  Pifir/r,  Yid* 
7 nftph  Jh A  f  vL  c.  ir.  St  L  vii.  c*  17. 

i  Ekfih  Ectiff,  Hift*  i.  iii.  c*  t* 

*  Dr  Ughifoot  foppnfes  that  this  ivas  a 
tr'wtr  by  the  jjodI  of  Siioattt9  which  was  the 
fame  *vt;h,  or  at  kart  coJatuu^ici^vd  Iti 


water  to,  the  pool  of  ;  That  It  be¬ 

longed  to  one  of  the  porches,  whek  the 
impotent  people  lay  watching  for  the  mo¬ 
ving  of  the  water* ;  and  that  tome  of  them, 
or  Ibiue  others,  who  came  thither  to  putifv 
tbemfcEvri  for  the  icrtiple-fervice,  were  kilf* 
eri  by  the  Hidden  fait  of  that  tourer*  But 
when  or  how  this  tower  fell,  or  where  it 
Hood,  is  uncertain  to mt  uchreing,  asfar 
u  T  ran  learn,  no  other  account  of  it,  ei¬ 
ther  in  facred  or  civil  hltfory,  than  what  1* 
here  laid  about  it*  where  our  Lord  fpe^ks  of 
fall  a  remarkable  wtU-kinjivu  imj£X  eq 
tbvfc  days. 


*4* 

d  Hefp&keal* 
this  parable: 


**r 

xuu 


To 

A  certain 
had  a  fig*  cm 
planted  in  his 
vineyard,  and  he 
came  and  fought 
fruit  thereon*  and 


T  Then  foul 


he  unto  the  dref- 


for  of  hi*  vine* 
yard ,  Behold  , 
thef«  three  yean 
I  come  faking 
fruit  on  this  fig* 
tree ,  ud  find 
none  :  eat  -it 
down,  why  cum* 
bereih  it  the 
ground? 


*t%s  Ev&ngelift  XiUKC  p&raphr&ftA*  Cti* 

6  And  ftill  further  to  enforce  this  folemn  warning, 
and  {hew  the  dangerand  aggravations  of  their  iniquities 
under  the  rich  advantages  they  enjoyed,  our  Lord  ad* 
ded  the  following  QmUitude;  «  There  was  (faid  be)  z 
certain  owner  who  had  planted  a  fig-tree  in  bis  vineyard, 
and  coming  at  the  proper  Peifim  with  an  expedition  of 
gathering  fruit  from  it,  he  found  none/' — So  God, 
whofe  vineyard  is  bis  church)  gave  his  peculiar  people, 
the  Jews?  all  tbe  fpiritnal  privileges  of  that  tiered  in* 
clofnre;  and  when  it  might  be  realbnably  expected 
that  they  ftiould  bring  forth  fruits  of  righteoofnefs  to 
his  {dory,  he  found  that  they  bad  only  the  leaves  of  an 
outward  formal  profefBon,  and  continued  to  be  carnal 
and  fenfual,  impenitent  and  unbelieving  :  And  this  is 
the  cafe  of  all  obftinate  Tinners,  and  hypocritical  pro 
feflors,  under  the  means  of  grace* 

7  ”  Then  tbe  owner  Paid  to  his  vinodreffer,  See  how 


long  I  have  waited,  even  three  years  paft,  in  vain,  and 

Ami  *  r  .  _ *  _ i _ _  />..  .  *  *  \ _ _ _  _ i _ 


B  And  lie  an- 
fwering  fold  an* 
to  him.  Lord, 
kt  it  alone  this 
year  alfc,  till  1 
fall 


fitU  this  fig-tree  is  entirely  barren  ;  Cat  it  down  j  why 
flioutd  it  any  longer  take  up  tbe  plaoe  of  better  plants, 
and  draw  away  tbe  frudifying  juices  of  my  ground, 
that  might  be  profitable  to  other  trees  («««*« 

So  God,  having  exercifed  much  patience,  and 
bellowed  many  fpiritual  advantages  npon  the.  hardened 
unbelieving  faid  to  bis  Ton,  and  to  his  fervants 

who  laboured  in  tbe  miniftry  under  him,  Behold,  I 
have  with  great  loog-fuffering  borne  with  this  incorri¬ 
gible  people  year  after  year  *,  while  there  was  any  room 
to  expert  fruit  from  them  3  take  no  further  pains  with 
them,  but  deliver  them  up  to  /peedy  executions  of  wrath : 
For  to  what  purpofe  fhould  my  care  and  kindnefs  beany 
longer  abided  by  them,  who,  like  cuaiherers  of  the 
ground,  do  more  harm  than  good,  mifimprove  the  means 
of  grace,  and  fill  up  tbe  room  of  others  that  might  pro¬ 
fit  by  them  ?  And  in  like  manner  he  fpeaks  of  alt  that 
continue  obftinate  and  unfruitful  under  the  preaching  of 
the  golpeL 

8,  9  ”  But  p»)  the  vine-drefier  anfwered  the  own¬ 
er,  Sir,  I  beg  that  you  would  bear  with  the  fig-tree  one 
year  longer,  till  1  have  tried  fame  further  methods  of 
N  o  T  £.  cultivation, 

to  bear  longer  than  three  year*  before  they  be* 
g pn  to  hear  ;  Therefore,  till  that  time  there 
wot  a  rcafonablc  ground  or  cxpc^ulcn  that 
they  night  bring  forth  fruit;  but  IT  they 
bore  none  then,  there  was  tiule  room  to 
hope  fax  it  afterwards*  But  be  this  as  it 
util,  there  fams  to  he  a  d\ reft  reference  in 
thU  parable  to  what  the  prophet  fold  of  the 
chord*  of  jfjfarf,  (Ifa.  v,  ty?-)  and  much 
light  may  be  received  from  thence  to  c&- 
purn  k« 


*  Tbe  three  yean  of  God'*  patience  are 
fbppo&d  by  feme  to  relate  to  the  three  years 
of  Ch rift's  perfonal  mini  dry,  Bur  the  one 
rar  of  further  trial,  mentioned  afterwards, 
does  not  fuit  this  literal  court  ruflion;  rtnee 
h  was  between  thirty  and  forty  yean  after 
the  death  of  Chrift,  before  the  JrmJb  church 
and  nation  were  defrayed*  The  conjee* 
tun  AT  Croiitfj  Teems  lc&  liable  to  exception; 
which  is,  Thai  thefo  three  years  are  men-' 
tuned  with  a  reference  to  the  nature  of  Tome 

Trt  th-f  Aniinttii.  4iil  nnt  nf* 


Ch,  iin. 
rb-Jl  dig  about  it, 

Slid  durg  if* 

9  And  if  rt 
bear  trait*  vmU% 
ant!  ii  not,  fbnt 
aftnr  that  tfioa 
ibab  cw  k  down* 


to  AAdbevu 

tufting  iu  oik 
^ffheffnagogUCT 
on  the  fthbaih* 

1 1  And  he  * 
iioM  there  was  a 

ivo!Ti.in  wilier 
1m<!  a  ff'irit  of 
iirfimhf  dgh  - 
rro  years  ud 
am5  bowed  to- 
TL'dier,  and  could 
n  no  wifr  Lift  up 
&rr/r//- 

ii  Aod  ttfUA. 

jefus  6»  her, 
ic  railed  frrr  to 
linifind  iaidnn- 
o  iier,  Woman, 
t^iu  art  looted 
rom  thine  in* 
inuity. 

1 1  And  he  laid 
«  hinds  on  her; 
ud  iinmedbiely 
he  was  made 
lr^ight,ind  gb* 
ifijflod. 

14  And  the 
uler  of  the  fyn*- 
ft{*ue  anlwcrcd 
;ith  indignation, 
it  juris  that  Je- 
i*  had  healed  on 
;e  ftbbaih-day, 
nd  faidumothe 
people. 


l%e  Evangeltfi  LdCE  pafdphrafe J.  {4} 

cultivation,  fuch  as  digging  about  it  and  dunging  it  t 
If  by  thefc  means .  it  fliail  become  fruitful,  all  wifi  be 
well;  but  if  not,  do  with  it  as  you  pleafe.” — So  Chrift, 
in  the  greatnefc  of  his  coin  pa  (Hon,  imreated  for  f paring 
mercy  to  be  extended  a  little  longer  to  the  Jtviijp 
church ;  as  he  lifcewjfe  does  for  others  under  tbe  gofpcl  | 
and  that  foroe  further  meausof  conviction  might  be  ufed 
with  them,  before  God  (bould  utterly  cut  them  off  f : 
And  his  fervants  are  eameftly  deCrous  and  importunate 
with  God,  that  their  obftinate  hearers  may  be  f pared 
fome  time  longer,  and  tried  with  further  means  of  grace, 
in  hopes  that  he  may  give  them  repentance.  If  at  length 
they  {hall  be  effectually  changed,  the  patience  and  pains 
bellowed  upon  them  will  have  a  happy  iffuc,  to  the 
glory  of  God,  to  tbe  joy  of  Chrift  and  his  fervants,  and 
■to  the  falvation  of  thofe  fouls  themfelves :  But  if,  after 
all,  they  ftUi  continue  ftupid,  hardened,  and  carnal, 
neither  Chrift  nor  his  fervants  will  offer  any  thing  in 
their  favour;  bur  will  leave  them,  as  utterly  incacufa- 
ble,  to  the  executions  of  God's  righteous  wrath. 

to,  1 1- Now  as  Jefus,  according  to  his  cullom,  was 
preaching  on  a  certain  fobbath  in  one  of  the  fynagogues, 
behold,  a  lamentable  object  prefented  to  his  notice. 
There  was  a  poor  woman,  whole  body  bad  been  con- 
vulfed  to  fuch  a  degree,  for  eighteen  years  together,  by 
the  power  of  Satan  who  had  been  permitted  to  afflict 
her,  (vtr.  16.)  that  fhe  could  by  no  means  raifo  her 
head,  or  ft  and  upright, 

-  12  And,  as  {he  came  with  great  difficulty  to  public 
worlhip,  Chrift  looked  with  companion  upon  her ;  and, 
calling  her  to  him,  faid.  Woman,  I  command  that  you 
be  now  delivered  from  your  difeafe,  by  which  you  have 
been  bowed  down  fo  many  years. 

13  And,  whilft  he  was  fpeaking,  he  laid  his  hands 
upon  her  ;  and  fo  powerful  were  his  authoritative  word 
and  touch,  that  in  an  mftant  her  body  was  reitored  to 
its  proper  ftature  and  ftraightuefs :  And  fhe,  feeling 
Inch  a  Hidden  and  furprifing  cure,  biefted  God  for  it 
with  great  joy  before  a}]  tbe  people. 

14  But  the  ruler  of  the  fynagogue,  (fee  tbe  note  on 
Matth .  ix.  18.)  envying  Chrift  tbe  glory  of  this  undoubt¬ 
ed  miracle,  cavilled  at  it  becaufc  it  was  wrought  on  the 
fabbath ;  and,  intimating  to  the  people  as  if  it  were  a 
profanation  of  that  boly  day,  he  feverely  reprimanded 

them 


N  o 

+  Theft  further  meant  Teem  mod  imme- 
i.i'cly  to  refer  to  the  higher  evidences  that 
l>e  given  of  the  truth  and  e*cci!cnrc 
V  JJhritU  wity  after  the  refiimflion  of 


T  E. 

Chrift  and  efluGon  oT  his  Spirit,  and  tl>e 
I'ntcmn  expostulation!  that  were  to  he  made 
with  thrm  by  the  apoitlcs  on  this  foot. 


144 

Jtcople  t  There 
arc  fix  days  on 
which  men  ought 
to  work;  lotbctn 
therefore  come 
*nd  be  healed, 
and  not  on  the 
Jhbluth-day* 

The  Lord 
then  anfaertd 
him  and  feld  , 
Thou  hypocrite* 
doth  not  each 
one  of  you  on 
the  Gibbath  toofe 
his  ox  or  bis  ate 
from  the  ftaJL* 
and  lead  him  a* 
way  to  watering  I 
id  And  ought 
not  this  woman* 
being  a  daughter 
of  Abraham  * 
whom  Satan  hath 
bound,  k>,  thde 
eighteen  yean  , 
be  Loafed  from 
this  bond  on  the 
fabbath-day  i 


17  And  when 
he  had  faid  theft 
things  all  bis  ad- 
veWaiica  were  e- 
Jhamedi  and  all 
the  people  rt* 
joierd  for  all  the 
glorious  things 
that  wot  done 
by  him. 


iB  Then  faid 
he,  ITnto  what 
is  the  kingdom 
of  God  Tike  i 
and  where  unto 
fhall  I  rdrmble 
k* 

*9  It  is  like  a 
grain  of  milliard* 
fad  which  a  man 
took  and  cail  in¬ 
to  hi*  garden  ; 
and  it  grew,  and 
waned  a  great 
tree  ,  and  the 
fowls  of  the  air 
lodged  in  the 
bnsdM*  of  it* 
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them,  faying,  God  has  appointed  Gx  days  in  the  week 
for  doing  all  manner  of  works)  and  therefore,  if  ye 
want  to  he  healed  of  any  di {tempers,  ye  Ought  to  come 
on  thoTe  days  for  it,  and  not  on  the  fabbith  which  God 
has  appropriated  to  his  own  immediate  fcrvice. 

Then  the  Lord  Jefua  bimfelf,  taking  up  the  caufe, 
replied,  O  hypocritical  pretender  to  a  mighty  zeal  for 
the  fan&ificatlon  of  the  fabbath,  that  you  may  defame 
the  divine  and  merciful  work  which  1  have  wrought  in 
this  cure !  Is  it  not  an  univerfal  and  allowed  practice 
among  you,  to  unde  and  let  out  your  ox,  your  af$,  or 
other  cattle,  and  to  lead  them  abroad  to  a  watering 
place  on  the  fabbath -day  ? 

16  If  this  is  done  without  any  fcrtiplcforthe  relief  of 
a  bead,  that  it  may  not  fuffer  fo  much  as  one  day's  third, 
is  it  not  ft  ill  more  evidently  and  unquestionably  lawful 
for  me,  merely  by  a  word  and  couch,  to  fet  a  woman. 
at  liberty,  on  the  fabhath-day,  from  a  much  forer  di- 
ftrefs,  which  (he  had  been  afHi&ed  with  for  eighteen 
yean  together ;  efpecially  conftdering  that  (he  is  not 
only  a  rational  creature,  but  a  defeendant  from  your  {<i~ 
Xhzx  Abraham,  and  a  daughter  of  the  covenant,  to  whom 
the  p remit  of  Abrabam’t  blelCng  belongs  )  and  that 
what  was  done  for  her,  was  refeuing  her  out  of  Satan’s 
hands  who  had  fo  long  and  lb  cruelly  opprdfed  her  ? 

17  The  force  of  this  anfwer  was  fo  exceeding  plain 
and  convincing)  that  all  his  enemies  were  entirely  baf¬ 
fled,  and  were  afhamed  that  any  of  them  had  made 
fuch  a  weak  and  frivolous  cavitas  could  hy  no  mean? 
be  fupported  with  theleaft  (hew  of  argument :  And,  on 
the  contrary,  there  was  a  general  rejoicing  among  the 
common  people,  who  were  -much  affected  at  the  glori¬ 
ous  appearance  of  Chrift*s  wifdom,  power,  and  mercy, 
in  what  he  had  done  and  fpoken  on  this  occafion. 

1 8  Then  faid  our  Lord,  By  what  fit  emblem  (hall  t 
reprefent  the  rife  and  progreu  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
as  it  relates  both  to  the  gofpel  in  the  world,  and  the 
work  of  grace  in  the  heart  2.  Or  by  what  Gmilitude  (hall 
I  ilitiftrate  it  to  you  ? 

ip  “  It  may  be  compared  to  a  grain  of  muftard-feed, 
which  a  man  fowed  in  his  garden,  and 'which,  though 
it  is  one  of  the  lea  ft  of  all  feeds,  grew  up  to  a  tree, 
whofe  branches  were’Iarge  enough  for  the  birds  of  the 
air  to  lodge  and  build  their  neltoin  them  So  the  gof- 
pel  of  the  kingdom,  which  in  the  Sift  preaching  of  it 
is  confined  to  a  corner,  and  is  received  but  by  very  few, 
(hall,  in  due  'time,  fpread  through  the  world  of  Jews 
and  Gentiles t  and  be  the  power  of  God  to  the  lalntion 


eh*  in;. 


ia  And  again 
lie  Wlicro 

u^to  (yi  1  liken 
r lie  kingdom  of 
* 

*i  If  U  kkt 
Iciveti,  which  a 
woman  took  and 
hid  in  thrccmci- 
/;.«*  of  m«l  t 
tiil  the  H'hoU 
lx»vtned* 


air  Airi  1  he 

went  ihnmgh 
ths  ci;Wi  and 
villages  teaching, 
and  jmifiseytn| 
t  awards  Jcr&fa- 
h  n. 

Then /aid  one 
v  i -to  him.  Lord, 
tre  there  few  that 
T:s  lived  t  And 
CM  n:ito 

djTiWj 


14  Strive  to 
enter  id  at  the 
/trait  gate ;  for 
many,  I  £ij  mi* 
lo 
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of  v»ft  multitudes ;  and  the  work  of  grace  in  the  heart* 
which  is  at  fir  ft  fo  very  final!  as  to  be  hardly  perceiva¬ 
ble,  {halt  gradually  increafe  and  flourifh,  to  the  joy  and 
encouragement  of  others, -as  well  as  to  the  benefit  of 
the  foul  hfclf  in  which  it  is  planted,  till  h  (hall  he  per* 
fe&ed  in  heaven, 

20  Again  he  laid.  By  what  further  fimilitude  (hall  I 
represent  the  filem,  fecret,  and  cfficncion*  power  of  the 
gofpel,  and  of  the  grace  of  my  kingdom,  as  one  is  the 
means  of  conveying  and  propagating  the  other  i 

21  <f  It  may  be  compared  to  the  nature  of  leaven, 
which,  when  tt  is  put,'  as  it  ufually  is  by  women,  into 
a  great  quantity  of  meal  or  dough,  ferments  and  disTufes 
its  virtue  through  the  whole  mafs.” — So  the  doctrine 
of  the  gofpel  oomes  not  with  outward  pomp  or  fh:w,  nr 
human  authority  ;  bu:  feerctiy  and  effectually  makes  its 
way  in  the  world,  and  into  the  h-arts  of  men,  hv  a  di¬ 
vine  evidence  and  power ;  and  the  grace,  which  it  is 
the  means  of  begetting  in  the  foul,  fixrctJy  and  effec¬ 
tually  operates  there,  till  it  makes  a  thorough  change 
in  the  heart  and  life*,  fo  that  old  things  pafs  avv.iy,  ami 
all  things  become  uew,  and  grr.ee  at  length  is  ptrfcftetl 
in  glory* 

22  After  this,  our  blcffrd  Lord,  who  was  indefati¬ 
gable  in  his  labours,  travelled  through  many  cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  directing  his  courfe  toward  Jc~ 
rvja!emt  and  preaching,  as  opportunities  o lie  red,  in 
every  place  where  he  c*me. 

23  And  a  certain  perfon  fa  id  to  him,  Lord,  are  there 
but  few  of  mankind  that  fliall  be  faved  ?  but  - }  Jefus, 
pcrfc£Wy  knowing  with  what  temper  of  mind  thia  qtie- 
iiion  was  pur,  waved  a  direct  and  pofitive  anfw.r,  that 
he  might  neither  gratify  curiolity,  nor  give  a  c.;pdous 
hearer  aoy  advantage  again!!  him  *,  and,  turning  to  the 
people,  took  this  occafion  to  fay  to  them, 

24  Inftead  of  malting  curious  inquiries  whether  few 
or  more  fhall  be  fared,  let  it  be  yout  chief  concern  that 
ye  yourfeires  may  be  of  the  happy  number  of  tholV:  who 
lhail  get  into  the  way  to  eternal  life,  the  entrance  ittto 
which  is  indeed  exceeding  (trait  and  difficult :  Be  dili¬ 
gent  in  your  attendance  on  the  miniftry  of  the  word  \ 
leek  after  an  experimental  acquaintance  with  the  only 
true  way  offal  ration  through  the  Mcl&ah  ;  wrcftle  ear- 
ncfily  v*»b  God  for  his  Spirit  to  teach  and  affitb  you,  to 
change  ^ciur  hearts,  and  to  give  you  faith  and  upuit- 
ancej  and,  in  a  dependence  on  him,  fpare  no  time 
or  patus,  which,  by  hi*  grace,  may  fubferve  your  arri¬ 
val  to  cverlafting  hanpinefs.  For  I  a&urs  you,  that 

Vol.  Ii.  ft  many* 
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*®  many,  who  would  williogly  go  to  heaven,  feet  after  it, 

llttUut  sblL  c^her  in  fuch  a  formal,  cold,  and  flothful  manner,  or 
by  fuch  miflaken  methods  which  their  owd  ignorance 
and  carnality,  pride  and  prejudices,  fuggeft  to  them, 
that  they  will  never  be  able  to  obtain  it. 

»j  Whmonce  *5  And  if  ye  reft  ihort  of,  or  turn  afide  from,  the 
the  mailer  of  the  true  way  to  that  bleifcd  ftate  now,  it  will  quickly  be  too 
houfe  ;*  riftii  up,  lstc  to  hope  for  admiffinn  thither  ;  For  though  at  prelent 
the  door,  aM  ye  a  ^oor  of  tnctcy  is  opened  before  you  in  the  gofpd,  and 
begin  to  Hand  there  are  rich  encouragements  for  timing  to  enter  into 

kn«*t’  at^the  ^  5  yet»  35  f°°n  38  ever  the  great  Lord  of  his- 

door  ,  (lying  t  ^oufe  ihaft  foot  UP  this  door  at  death  and  judgment,  it 
Lord,  Lord,  o-  will  then  be  too  late  for  you  to  find  mercy,  how  earneft 
he"  fhd?  "an'W  an<^  *mPortu>iate  foever  ye  may  be  for  it,  or  how  con- 
sjid  fay  unto  fidently  foeverye  may  expect  it :  For  he  will  turn  a  deaf 
you,  I  know  you  ear  to  all  your  cries,  and  tell  you,  to  your  everlalting 
not  whence  you  confufion*  that  he  never  owned  or  approved  of  you  as 
*TC’  his  real  difciplrs. 

is  Thin  (hall  26  Then,  full  of  confteraaticm  at  your  miferable  re* 
y*  w  fky,  pulfe,  ye  will  begin  to  plead  various  privileges  which 
\Ve  hiTE  e«rn  „c  yefted  in  here  as  if  they  would  be  your  paiTport  to 
prefence  ,  ^  and  heaven  hereafter :  borne  will  be  ready  to  urge,  that  they 
thuu  halt  laughi  had  frequent  converfation  with  the  Lord  himfelf  upon 
ia  our  ft  reel*.  earth,  were  admitted  into  his  company,  and  freely  eat 

and  drank  wftbhim,  and  heard  him  preach  in  their 
ftrects  i  and  others  will  think  to  make  a  merit  of  their 
having  often  attended  upon  feimons  and  prayers,  and 
gone  to  the  Lord’s  table,  and  made  a  ftrifl  profdfion 
of  his  name. 


*7  But  lie  0hH 
fay,  1  tdl  you, 
1  know  you  not 
whence  you  are: 
depart  from  me 
all  ye  workers  of 
iniquity*  _ 


±9  There  Adi 
be  weeping  and 
gnafhi  ng  of  teeth, 
when  ye  fh&U  fce 
Abraham  t  and 
and  Jacob, 
and  all  the  j>m- 
jihci;,  in  the 
kingdom  ofGod, 
flnrt  you  y*ur* 
fctvft  thruff  oo  C. 


27  But  alas  1  he  will  never  thclefs  rejefl  you,  faying, 
with  awful  and  tremendous  majefty,  I  tell  you  that  I 
never  looked  upon  or  efteemed  you  as  my  true  difciples : 
What  fignified  all  your  external  privileges  and  profef- 
fions,  while,  under  the  power  of  unbeliefj  yecontinn- 
ed  to  be  in  love  with  one  or  another  fin,  and  to  go  on 
in  the  pra&ice  of  it  ?  Depart,  all  ve  habitual  impeni¬ 
tent  fin  nets,  from  my  hldTed  and  holy  prefence ;  and 
be  gone  to  your  own  company,  to  (hare  with  them  in 
everlalting  torments. 

28  Tbcn  anguiOi  and  defpair,  the  bittereft  lamenta¬ 
tion  and  horror,  will  feize  you,  like  perfons  howling 
and  grating  their  teeth  for  vexation  and  envy,  when  ye 
fhall behold  the  famous  patriarchs,  Abraham-,  ifaac,  and 
Jacoby  and  all  the  holy  men  -  and  fervauts  of  God,  tri¬ 
umphing  amidft  the  exalted  houptitg  and. delights  of  the 
heavenly  world ;  and  at  the  fame  time  Ihall  find  that  all 

Jrour  hopes  and  pleas  are  defeated,  and  that  ye  are  vio- 
ently  pufljed  back  with  indignation,  though  ye  were  a 

people 


CJi.  XnL 


10  And  they 

dull  oobic  fmm 
the  tart,*nd/r*tfiB 
the  weft ,  2nd 
from  the  north* 
and  jrjtm  the 
iLuth,  and 
lit  down  in  the 

kingdom  of  God. 


30  And  he  - 
hold  ,  three  *re 
Ibll 

Li  fir  ft,  2nd  thrre 
are  fit  ft  which 
IliJl  be  Uft* 


$t  The  fame 

day  there  c*mc 
certain  of  the 
Phtrifeti,  frying 
unto  h[mf  Ga 
flee  out,  and  de¬ 
part  hence;  for 
Herod  will  ki U 
thee. 


31  And  he 
fhid  unto  them. 
Go  ye  and  tell 
that  fox,  Bdtold, 
I  c-ift  out  devita, 
ami  I  do  rurts 
to-d^y,  and  to¬ 
morrow. 
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people  vlfibly  id' covenant  with  God*  the  natural  feed 
of  glorified  faints,  and  the  children  of  the  promifc. 

29  Add  What  wilt  ftill  further  add  to  your  confter- 
dation  and  envy,  O  yc  unbelieving  will  be,  that 

while  ye  are  thus  difappointed and  reje£t,d  for  your  ob- 
flincy  and  wickednefe,  great  multitudes  of  the  G entiies% 
being  made  by  faith  the  fpiritual  children  of  Abrabam9 
and  walking  ip  his  fteps,  ihall  come  from  all  parrs  and 
nations  of  the  earth,  and  be  admitted  to  a  ftate  of  rclt, 
UeJTednefs,  and  glory,  with  your  own  renowned  ami 
godly  anceftors* 

.0  So  that,  O  ye  depth  of  the  riches  both,  of  the  wif* 
dom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  the  Gentilesy  who  fur  ma¬ 
ny  ages  were  not  his  people,  (hall  be  favoured  with  the 
rich  ulefiiTigs  of  the  gofpel;  and  the  Jeuu,  who  for¬ 
merly  were  his  people,  ftiall  be  rejected  ior  ibeii  impe¬ 
nitence  and  unbelief:  And  it  (hall  appear  it  the  day  of 
judgment,  th;:t  they  who  feemed  in  human  view  to  be 
at  the  Ltmoft  diftance  from  heaven  and  Ieufl  likely  to 
get  thither,  (hail  at  length  obtain  it  through  faith  in 
the  Saviour  of  Ifrad\  and  they  who  feem  to  ftand 
faired  for  heaven,  (hall,  for  their  iniquities,  fail  fhorz 
of  it* 

31  The  fame  day  came  Ibme  of  the  Ph&rtfets%  Quiffs 
moll  inveterate  and  implacable  enemies,  who  envied 
his  growing  reputation  among  the  people,  and  wanted 
J.Q  get  rid  of  him ;  and  they,  hoping  to  fcare  him  out 

Gafitetf  told  him,  It  would  be  his  wifeft  way  to  haft- 
en  out  of  jurifrliftion,  becaufe  he  had  formed  a 

deCgn  again*1  his  life,  ami  was  feekiiig  an  opportunity 
to  apprehend  and  put  him  to  death,  as  he  did  John  tiff 
B&ptift* 

32  But  our  Lord  was  fo  far  from  being  intimidated 
hy  this  malicious  and  artful  inGiumion,  th^t  he  boldly 
replied,  Te  may  go,  if  yc  pleafe,  ro  that  fubtiie  con¬ 
triver  *,  who,  like  a  crafty  fox,  thinks  to  remove  me 
from  his  neighbourhood  by  ftratagera,  whiUt  be  dare 
not  attempt  my  life. ;  and  ye  may  tell  h:m  from  me,  tha% 
let  him  do  his  word,  I  am  not  afraid  of  hiiru  but  (hall 
go  on  whh  my  work  for  fome  time  ftill :  My  triumph 
over  devils  in  casing  them  cut,  my  ccmpjfnatt  ro  the 

fide 


NOTE. 

*  Though  this  dishonourable  appellation  had  liberty  and  com  million  t 0  reprove^  and 
«r  a  pri hM  fr^m  a  private  per  (on  might  *that  Jharply,  the  grcaieft  pnr*c^s  npuiv 
be  thouf^hr  nppnrbr!nr:s  lan^ja^  and  a  rt-  earth,  according  to  «'h*t  God  frid  to  Jftrr- 
■wiling o?  tlic  mien  of  the  jicoplt,  contrary  mifbt  feh,  i  17,  18,);  and  ilie  name  whktt 
to  .God’s  U*i  ver  it  not  fo  10  Chrift,  Chrilt  give  ILr&J  moft  fitly  agreed  to  his 
herein  mif\a \  muter  the  dimftvr  ni  u  crafty1  chiiraflu*  Conduct*  par. soil arly 

prophet ;  and  iu,  by  virile  of  his  other,  this  ccciijOia  „ 


14* 

morrow,  amt  the 
third  day"!  ftiall 
be  perfected* 


33  Wr  vert  ho 
Irik,  I  tnuU  v  11k 
ta-dj^  and  tu- 
raurrotf,  and  the 
day  following  v 
for  U  cannot  \* 
that  a  praplia 
petifh  out  of  Jo 
t^Jem* 


34  0  Jem  fa  - 
hn,  Jerusalem  * 
which  killeil  the 
prophets  t  acd 
/Weft  them  that 
are  fcui  unto 
ibee:  how  often 
Utmld  I  have  p- 
thertd  thy  chil¬ 
dren  together,  is 
a  hen  doth  gather 
h«r  brood  under 
£*rwirtg*,;u]dye 
would  not/ 


7b*  Evangel!/}  Luke  fat&phrafii*  Ch.  iiU, 

Bek  in  healing  them,  and  my  preaching  to  the  people, 
miift  be  carried  on  *  a  little  longer:  And  at  the  time 
appointed  of  my  Father,  which  ie  very  near  approaching, 
I  (ball  Gnilh  the  work  that  he  gave  me  to  do  on  eanh, 
fliali  be  perfeQly  qualified  for,  and  confecrated  to,  the 
remainder  of  my  office,  by  my  fuffe  rings  3Ttd  death,  and 
fhali  be  as  willing  to  die,  a  facuficc  for  fin,  as ,  Herod 
can  be  to  kill  me. 

33  However,  in  the  mean  while,  be  bis  defigns  or 
tbreatnings  what  they  will,  they  are  all  vain  and  impo¬ 
tent  :  I  mull,  according  to  divine  appointment,  purfue 
my  journey,  (ver.  22  )  and  go  on  a  little  longer  in  my 
Fathtri’o  buiinefs ;  and  I  fliaif  not  fall  by  Herod‘s  hands 
in  Galilee  :  For  as  God  has  fore-ordained  the  place,  as 
well  as  the  time,  of  my  death  j  fo  no  prophet  can  be 
tried  and  executed,  under  pretence  of  law,  in  any  other 
place  than  Jervfaletx^,  where  the  great  council  fit,  who 
claim  the  power  of  judging  about  the  Lord’s  prophets, 
and,  by  long  prefciiption,  have  exeicifed  it  in  murder¬ 
ing  them. 

34  Hereupon  our  bleffcd  Lord,  as  a  boly  man  and 
afFefrionate  mini  tier,  took  occalion  to  lament  over  jfe~ 
rtijiil*mt  faying,  with  a  mod  tender,  earned,  and  mo¬ 
ving  pathos,  O  Jemfalem%  Jerufalem,  who  once  wert 
the  holy  and  beloved  city,  but  nq.w  art  become  defpe- 
rately  and  incorrigibly  wicked,  even  unto  the  murder¬ 
ing  of  the  prophets  of  tbe  Lord,  and  cruelly  perfecting 
his  mefiengers  of  peace  \  in  which  you  will  go  on,  to 
fill  up  the  meafure  of  your  iniquity,  by  patting  me  and 
m y  followers  to  death  1  How  often  have  I  inftrufled, 
cautioned,  reproved,  encouraged,  and  expnfiulatcd  with 
your  inhabitants,  and  ufed  all  manner  of  convincing 
and  engaging  methods  to  bring  them  into  myfelf,  that 
they  like,  chickens  under. the  wings  of  an  hen,  might 
be  fecurcd  from  the  dedru&ton  which  would  other  wife 
come  upon  them,  and  might  be  cfwrifhed  and  comfort¬ 
ed  with  my  mercy  and  falvation  1  Out  aids!  they  would 
not  come  to  me  that  they  might  have  life,  nor  would 
they  that  I  fhould  ndgn  over  them  »and  ye,  their  teach- 


MOTE. 


era 


*  To-day,  lo-imrtov,  aai  the  third  day,  of  ful ration,  accunlmg  to  the  common  afe 
be  under  flood  to  fignify  a  of  this  word  as  panlculuiy  tn 

and  not  prorifcljr  fucti  .a  number  of  duys :  Hrh  ii.  to.  St  f*  8,  p,  ia,  &  rii,  a 7, 18, ; 
For  ia  tbc  next  verie  Ghritt  fpealts  of  bis  and  U  k  the  fiu»c  word  which  ii  u/ed  in  the 
continuing  to  wal k  on  the  day  after  the  Scptuagicit  to  fighify  the  confecracion  of 
jaovtow!  h  hereat  here  he  fpcahs  of  his  be*  Asm  and  the  legal  prisfts  to  thckoJEecd 
ing  perftltrd  on  the  third  day,  which  f*c-  Hot  it  was  mm y  days  after  thrift  /poke 
ULet  to  his  Gjiifhing  the  work  of  redemp*  this,  that  be  continued  to  week,  before  be 
tion,  and*bcing  coblecruced  by  death  to  his  waj  crucified* 
o/Bc*,  wourgrtit  Jij^h-Prksl  and  Captsjil 


Ctu  mu 


J5  BehoU  T 
yonr  home  h  teft 
unto  yoo  drtb- 
Ute:  aid,  verily, 
1  fay  unru  you. 

Ye  (hall  not  fee 
mr  ,  Until  the 
time  come  when 
ye  ItaU  Cay,  flW- 
ti\I  is  he  that 
cuuteih  in  the 
Banc  of  "the 
Lord, 
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tie  and  rukre,  would  neither  go  into  jny  kingdom  your* 
fefreft,  nor  fuffer  your  difcipies  and  dependents  to  en¬ 
ter  into  it* 

IS  Behold  tbereforenow  with  dread  andaftonifliment, 
and  know  for  certainty,  that  your  temple  and  city,  the 
houfe  of  God  1  and  your  own  houifs,  are  configned 
over  to  final  and  utter  dcftruftion,  which  ftiall  quickly 
lay  them  defolate:  And  I  afluredly  tell  you,  that  the 
time  haftens  apace,  (fee  the  note  on  MattL  ixiin  39.) 
when  I  will  viGt  J^rn/alem  in  mercy  no  more  ;  and  ye 
fliail  never  fee  me  again,  till,  as  an  emblem  of  my  laft 
awful  and  glorious  appearing,  1  fhall  come,  to  deftroy 
it:  Then  ye  will  have  quite  other  thoughts  of  me  than 
ye  now  have,  and  be  forced  to  own  that  I  am  the  blcf* 
fed  one  and  the  Tent  of  God,  whom  ye  treated  as  an  im- 
poftor,  and  loaded  with  a  curfe :  and  then  ye  would  be 
glad  to  he  found  among  thofe  who  fhall  bid  me  welcome 
and  embrace  me  as  their  Saviour* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  ftunild  we  goaty!  againft  uncharitable  cenfcrea  of  others,  with  refped  to 
Jthe  judgments  of  God  fatting  upon  them  3  And  how  much  rather  lhmild  we  go 
into  n  humbling  -fenfe  of  our  own  iniquities  and  obnirxioufnefH  to  his  wrath* 
whofc  exaft  retributions  of  juftice  are  refer ved  for  the  world  to  oome  !  in  the 
mean  while*  he  takes  notice  of  alt  the  ftafons  and  means  of  grace  that  we  en¬ 
joy,  and  of  all  our  nnpnofitahlencfs  under  them :  But  as  long  a?,  through  the 
mediation  of  Chrift,  the  gofpd  is  continued  to  ust  there  is  room  for  hope  of 
others;  and  wherever  it  is  received  in  truth,  and  is  the  means  of  producing  a 
principle  pf  grace  in  the  foul,  it  fhall  flourifh  and  prevail  to  a  thorough  change 
in  heart  arid  fife,'  like  the  growth  of  a  grain  of  muftard-Lcd,  and  the  efficacy  of 
leaven  in  tncal.  But  God’s  patience  will  not  always  laft  towards  incorrigible 
tinners;  their  abufcs  of  gofpebopportunities  will,  fooner  or  liter,  turn  to  their 
righteous  and  utteT  ruin:  Then  they  would  be  glad  of  the  folvation  which  they 
before  ncgkfled ;  but  all  thgir  cries  for  mercy  then  wiii  be  in  vain;  all  their 
hopes  and  pleas  from  external  privileges,  and  pretences  to  religion,  will  be  de¬ 
feated;  and  there  will  be  none  to  intercede  for  them;  This  will  be  the  awful 
cbndition  of  vaft  multitudes,  But  of  how  much  greater  is  it  to  us,  to  feck  in 
good  earned  after  our  own  falmion,  than  to  indulge  curious  qu;  Itions  about 
the  fewnefs  of  thgip  that  fhall  be  laved !  And  yet,  to  quicken  our  diligence  and 
dependence  upon  God’s  grace,  and  to  raifr  our  admiration  and  praiie,  if  we  are 
nude  partakers  of  it,  we  fhnuld  remember  that  the  number  of  thrfe  is  very 
ftiuti,  compared  with  thofc  who  will  be  loft;  and  that  God  maintains  fneh  a  wife 
ami  holy  foverdgnty  in  beftowing  his  favours,  that  the  Jeaft  likely,  in  human  nc*- 
count,  many  times  freely  receive  them  in  his  way,  whiift  others,  more  likely, 
foil  fliurt  of  them.  And  O  what  rich  encouragement  h;ive  we  to  hope  and  try  frit 
mercy,  while  we  are  in  the  way  of  it,  and  fueh  an  almighty  gracious  Saviour  ns 
Chrift  is  fet  before  us  :  How  gfKtnke  was  his  power  and  gondnefs,  in  his  nura- 
rulous  cures,  to  prove  his  divine  character ;  and  what  a  lively  emblem  did  he 
therein  give  of  bis  tender  companion  to  ihofe  that  are,  and  have  been,  long* 
]  <  1  wed  down  in  fpirir,  under  the  power  of  tin  and  Satan  !  He  prevents  them 
v  fth  his  grace,  and  commands  their  deliverance,— -How  indefatigable  was  be  in 
his  labours  and  preaching  1  What  an  honour  did  lie  put  upon  public  worfltip, 
tnid  fabbath  folcmnitks  I  And  with  what  vvifdom  did  he  fettle  the  Jaw  of  God’s 
Indy-day,  that  works  of  piety  and  m nr y  may  be  attended  to  thereon  !  ,Htw 
«id  he  clefpilg  the  terrors  uf  rnwi ;  and  how  vviibugly  did  he  iw  hhnfclf  up  to 
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the  ivorft  of  deaths,  to  make  atonement  for  fio  J  Hut  til)  his  time  was  come* 
no  pnwr rs  on  earth  were  able  to  deftroy  him*  What  fcnjj-fiaflrring  and  howeta 
of  voivpafliofi  did  lie  ihew  to  turners;  what  a  variety  of  endearing  methods  did 
h\-  isle  to  win  upon  them !  And  whn  can  think  of  ftech  as  are  finally  obflinatc 
&ih\  impeir'eiit,  and  tvd,  like  the  tender-hearted  Jefus,  mourn  ov^rthem*  in 
that  thev  wilfully  rcieft  him  and  his  pofpel,  and  refolutely  prrfift  in  their  fins 
with  high  ipgrnvations,  for  which  their  dcfLru&iuD  at  fait  wit)  be  infuppqrtabls 
and  unavoiilvble^ 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Chrifl  cures  a  dropfyy  and  vindicates  bh  doing  it  on  the  fahbaihday^ 
I* — 6*  His  hjfon  of  humility  7,-1 1*  Of  charity  to  the  poorf 

12+—14.  The  parable  of  tlx  gurfis  invited  to  a  great  f  upper >  15, 
— 74,  A  deferiptim  cf  true  difcipUjhip^  25, — 33.  And  the  differ* 
eucc  between  good  and  bad  inintjler*  and  proifejfors^  34,  3  J* 


Tix  T* 

11  Cl  Tt\a 


PjR.aPIIK.43E.  . 

OUR  Lord  being  invited  (ver.  12.)  on  a  certain  fab- 
mni  iimi  tisc  bath-day  to  a  neceffary  refr.-fimient,  at  the  houfe 
hocte  of  one  of  of 1  great  man  *,  who  was  a  Pbartfee  j  he  emuteoufly 
the  thitr  Pha-  accepted  the  invitation,  and  went  in  to  take  a  meat 

hn-td’on  the  fib-  *l’m  ♦  Rut  f°me  of  that  fetl,  and  feveral  do&ors  of 
h»! b - d jy,  «h«  the  Jaw,  being  prefent,  narrowly  watched  him,  as  ufu- 
they  watched  a),  (Mark  iii.  2.)  to  .fee  if  he  woqld  do  any  thing  con¬ 
trary  to  their  rules  about  the  fabjmh,  that  they  might 
take  an  occafion  to  accufe  and  reproach  him. 

2  And  a  remarkable  opportunity  offered  to  try  him. 
For  at  that  time  there  was  prefent  f  a  poor  miferablc 
man,  who  was  grievouJly  affli&ed  with  the  dropfy : 

3  And  as  Chrift,  in  his  wonted  companion,  deter- 


hhn* 


x  And  behold, 
there  uai  a  csr- 
uii  mm  before 
him  which  had 
the  dropfy* 

*i]tUring  fp'/ke  m»ied  tq  heal  him,  but  knew  the  captious  deltgns  of  the 
tnm  :fcr1^?.-y?rs  feribes  and  Phari/eejy  he,  anfwcrtng  to  their  inmoll 
and  Piisniccs,  thoughts,  aflted  them,  Whether  it  were  contrary  to  the 
law  of  God  to  do  fuch  an  a&  'of  mercy  and  charity,  as 
to  heal  a  di leafed  iqan  on  the  fabtath-day  f 

4  They  not  knowing  how  to  make  a  defensible  reply, 
confident  with  tbeir  fpperftitious  rites  about  the  obfer- 
nation  of  the  iabbath,  chofe  to  be  filent :  Aud  therefore 
Chrift,  without  more  *do,  took  the  dropfical  man  afidc, 
to  avoid  often  tat  ion,  and  laying  bis  hand  upon  him, 
(Mr**.;?. «.«<,)  reduced  his  fwoln  body  to  its  proper  fhape 
and  bulk  in  an  iniiant j  and  theu  lent  him  away  in  per¬ 
fect  health-,  that  the  Pharifeej  might  not  quarrel  with 
him  for  fullering  bimfelf  to  be  cured  on  that  day. 

S  Then 

NOTES. 

*  Kt  frenis  to  hive  been  one  of  the  Jtwiji  f  He  probably  cane  there,  hoping  fqr  a 

fanMriiQ^  And  a  c/iicf  rukr  i&  die  ijriw-  cuic;  or  puhipi  watoitc  (ff  Lbc  faniiiT, 

gogutt  . * 


fiying,  TskW" 
fuL  to  hcit  i>n  the 

4  Aiwi  they 
JiHd  rluir  pc(t. 
And  he  t him 
and  liiakd  him, 
^3(1  let  injw  £0, 


Ch.  xiv. 

I  ABdufircr- 
cdthtm,  faying, 
Which  of  you 
(tall  have  an  afs 
or  an  ox  fallen 
into  a  pit,  aod 
will  no( 

vriy  pull  him  out 
on  the  JLbbatb- 
tUy, 

6  And  they 
could  not  ant'vcr 
him  again  to 
thefe  thinjr*. 

7  And  ne  put 
forth  a  parable 
to  thole  which 
were  bidden  » 
when  He  marked 
bow  they  chafe 
out  the  chief 
*00 mi  *  faying 
UAtoihcm, 

H  When  thnu 
an  bidden  of  any 
man  to  a  wed¬ 
ding  ,  lit  not 
down  i  tithe  high- 
tit  mail  Ldt  a 
more  honourable 
man  than  thoit 
be  bidden  of 
him  * 

0  And  he  that 
bade  thee  and 
him,  come  and 
fay  to  thcr.  Giro 
this  man  pheef 
and  thou  begin 
,wh!i  Ibudt  to 
take  the  lowdt 
room. 

to  Hut,  when 
thou  art  bidden# 
go  and  Ct  down. 
i!i  the  Weft 
room,  that  when 
he  that  bade  thee 
cometh,  he  in  ay 
iky  unto  thcc , 
J?n£ndt  go  np 
higher  then  fait 
jhra  hare  wor- 
Gup  m  the  pre- 
Jfcnce  of  them 
chat  fit  at  meat 
with  thee. 

It  for  uho- 
Ibercr  cxdteth 
Iiinfrlf  (lull  he 
abafcd ;  and  he 
that  humbkth 
kimfclf  fall  be 
exalted. 
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5  Then  Jdiit,  turning  again  to  the  Pharifett ,  faid, 
Who  is  there  of  you  all,  that,  if  bis  ax  or  his  afs  were 
fallen  into  a  pit,  would  make  any  Temple  even  of  ta¬ 
king  great  pains  to  poll  it  out,  on  the  fabbath«day  ?  none 
of  you  would  refufe  td  do  this,  or  think  there  were  any 
harm  in  it.  Ye  cannot  therefore,  without  the  greateft 
partiality  and  injuflice,  count  me  guilty  of  any  crime, 
in  only  ilretching  forth  my  hand  to  heal  a  poor  diftref- 
fed  man,  in  danger  of  his  life,  on  the  fabbath-day? 

6  And  there  was  fucb  undeniable  evidence  in  this 
way  of  reafoning,  that  they  were  all  confounded,  and 
could  not  reply  a  word  a  gain  ft  it. 

7  Out  Lord  observing,  that  when  the  invited  guefts, 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  feribet  and  Pharifeet,  came  to 
place  themfclvcs  at  the  table,  every  one  ftrove  for  the 
upper  hand,  endeavouring  to  get  the  higheft  feat,  he 
took  occafion  from  thence,  as  from  a  proper  fimilitude, 
to  reprove  their  pride,  and  recommend  the  excellence 
and  advantage  of  humility,  faying, 

8,  9  When  any  of  you  arc  invited  to  a  wedding,  or 
other  public  feat);,  do  not  put  forward  for  the  htghcft 
place,  vainly  conceiting  yourfclf  to  be  worthy  of  it  ;  left 
there  fhould  he  fume  other  gueft  of  higher  rank,  by  his 
age,  ftation,  or  qualifications,  and  thereupon  the  maftcr 
of  the  feaft  fhould,  out  of  due  refpeft  to  him,  come 
and  defire  you  to  let  him  takeyourfeat  5  and  fo  you  fhould 
be  expofed  to  contempt  before  all  the  company,  and 
be  forced  with  confufiun  and  diTgrace  to  remove  lower. 

to  Bu4  on  the  Other  hand,  whenever  you  have  fuch 
an  invitation,  chufe  to  fet  yourfelf  in  one  of  the  loweft 
feats,  with  a  due  fenfe  of  your  own  unworthinefs,  and 
with  a  preference  of  others ;  that  when  the  mailer  of 
the  houlb  obferves  it,  be  may  defire  you,  in  a  respect¬ 
ful  manner,  to  remove  to  a  more  honourable  place : 
This  will  procure  you  much  efteem  and  reputation  a- 
mong  all  that  Avail  be  at  table  with  you.  And  as  in 
this,  fo  in  all  other  actions  of  life,  let  your  behaviour 
toward  God  and  man  be  with  ail  humblencfs  of  mind 
and  becoming  modefty. 

II  For  whofoever  is  wife  and  deferving  in  his  own 
conceit,  and  would  take  honour  to  himfelf  before  the 
Divine  Majefly,  or  fellow-creatures,  (hall  certainly  have 
contempt  poured  upon  him  ;  God  will  abhor  and  bring 
him  low;  and  men  will  defpife  and  difdaiit  him:  But 
whoever  is  of  an  humble  fpirit,  abafing  himfelf  at  the 
foot  of  God  under  a  fenfe  of  his  own  nothlnguefs  and' 
vilenefs,  and  preferring  others  to  himfelf,  he  (hall  be 
highly  honoured  of  God  aud  man.  {Prsv.  xxix.  23.) 

-  12  Then 


ija 

ti  Then  faid 
lie  cilb  to  him 

that  hade  hiin, 
When  tliwi  IM 
ku!^  *  dinner  or 
a  fopper  t  wU 
not  thy  frir-nd*, 
nor  thy  brethren, 

iwh^r  thy  ki rS- 

uko*  hor  ;iy  rich 
mt^hhourc  ;  left 
tin.*';-  iiLo  hut  thee 
ajpii,  and  a  re- 
co^pcocc  be 
made  ihce. 


r  3  Tint  'when 

thou  tn  kr|l  a 

fitolt ,  r^||  the 

paw*  the  mjim- 
td,  the  Umr,  die 
■  blind* 


And  thou 
ftwt  he  li'eftd ; 
for  tacv  pnnot 
rrco^r>ewt!t«: 
fur  thou  llwlt  he 

tv  compelled  at 
the  Trfnrre£ii«D 
of  the  jvilL 


IS  And  wk^n 
On*  of  them 
that  ftr  a|  meat 
Uith  him  heatd 
Cltt'le  filings  hp 
(aid  usuo  him, 
JUclTcd  h  lie  that 
foall  cat  bread  in 
the  kingdom  of 
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i  2  Then  Jefus,  obferving  what  fort  of  gucih  were 
at  table  with  him,  turned  to  the  Pharifee  who  invited 
him,  and  faid,  When  you  defign  to  make  an  entertain¬ 
ment,  it  you  would  have  it  pleating  to  God,  and  real¬ 
ly  advantageous  to  yourfelf,  do  not  confine  it  to  your 
fr'eudt  and  neareft  kindred,  nor  to  your  rich  neigh¬ 
bours  and  acquaintance,  exclufiveof  others,  to  the  waft¬ 
ing  of  your  fubflar.ee,  and  hindering  your  liberality, 
where  it  may  be  needed  ;  nor  be  fond  of  making  Jump* 
tuous  and  coflly  feafts,  that  your  great  and  wealthy 
■  friends  and  relations  may  honour  your  table,  and  ad¬ 
mire  i’.s  elegancy  $  left  they  retaliate  your  bounty,  by 
/calling  you  with'tbeir  dainties  again,  and  that  be  the 
whole  ol  your  rewards  For  all  this  is  only  feeding  your 
own  fclfiihnefs,  pride,  and  luxury. 

13  But  when  you  make  a  feaft,  let  it  ordinarily  be  of 
good,  wholefomc,  and  -left  coflly  food}  and  invite  cr 
fend  portions  of  it  to  thofe  (Nek.  viii.  to.)  that  are  real¬ 
ly  in  want,  fuch  as  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame, 
and  the  blind  \  who  are  obje£h  of  great  companion,  and 
unable  to  provide  for  thcmfcJves. 

14  And  though  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  thefe  to  re¬ 
turn  ibe  fame  fort  of  kindnefs  to  you,  ye  fhall  □  evert  Ke¬ 
lt*  be  bldTed  iu  the  belt  manner,  for  they  will  hieft 
God  for  you }  and,  being  fenfible  that  they  have  noo- 
rhtr  way  to  make  you  amends,,  will  pray  for  hit  bleffing 
upon  you,  {Jib  xxir.  13.)  s  And,  you  being  found  a- 
mong  the  righteous,  he  will  own  and  honour  thyfe  cha¬ 
rities,  and  grjcioufly  reward  them,  if  not  in  this  world, 
yet  with  rich  advantage  af  the  general  judgment.  Bfefr 
fed  are  the  mercif  uJ,  far  they  JbaH  obtain  mercy t  (Mat* 
v.  7.) 

15  Now  one  of  them  who  fat  at  table  feemed  to  be 
much  aftc&cd  with  this  difeourfe  j  and,  breaking  out 
in  a  fort  of  ecflacy,  faid  to  Jefus,  They  are  bleflcd  in* 
deed  that  {It ail  *  fhare  in  the  privileges  and  pleafures  of 
the  Mcffiah’s  kingdom  on  earth,  and  (hall  be  admitted 
to  all  the  delightful  enreminments  of  ffie  heavenly 
world  at  the  refurrefUon  of  the  juft. 

|6  Tfl 

NOTE. 


*  To  Mf  brcGif  was  *  ufinl  phraib  for  a 
vh^mcai,  whether  of- common,  or  defi- 
cinnf  ptorifii'ns,  (*  $*m*  ix-  t-  aud  vii*  i  7* 
find  Pnw.  $*♦  y.)  And  as  the  company 
v.cro  nov  at  uMc,  and  Chrft^difcoDrfe  h*d 
turned  upon  fp'Htud  in  allufioit 

tij  a  Cr.ift  ;  the  advantages  of  prison  here, 
paid  tjp;  pf  b<*vcn  Jjatafifr,  arc 


vrry  Aa/brabfv  eaprtfEd  by  the  jnetapho^, 
of  eating  bread  to  the  kitvkdpm  of  Godt 
Though,  as  fom?  tdi  us,  this  was  a  Ikying 
common  amonp  the  JTd&yjH  fwpi  Bfir*? 
days  j  and  if  h  probable,  chat  ihp  pun  had 
rantil  notions  about  the  hem  tiers  of  tbfi 
Msflioh  s  U’heft  Jie  ufrj  4, 
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n  Then  feid  1^  To  this  our  Lord  replied,  What  you  fay  is  very 
tn,ei  my  kingdom  is  full  of  bleffings,  though  many 
si  great  tapper,  defpife  and  reje&  them  \  as  may  be  reprefeiHcd  in  the 
jiuu  w<k  may;  following  parable,  A  certain  manmade  a  great  feafl> 
which  j  a B  ufual,  was  atfupper,  and  invited  many  goefts. 
So  Chrift,  now  in  the  end  of  the  world,  has  made  plen¬ 
tiful  provifions  of  gofpel-gracc  for  fpiritual  refrethment 
and  perfect  happinefs,  that  dinners  may  be  holy  here 
and  bhrflcd  for  ever ;  and  he  freely  invites  all  that  hear 
the  gofpel,  beginning  with  the  JcvtiJb  nation,  to  accept 
thnie  rich  provifions  for  their  prefent  relief  and  comfort^ 
and  for  theit  eternal  falvation. 


fc.  **  VJ  And  when  the  feafl  was  fully  prepared,  and  but 

filijpCT-iime,  w  few  of  the  guefls  were  come  in,  the  mafter  lent  his  fer- 
t';v  to  ui cm  tint  vant  again  to  them  who  had  been  invited,  to  let  them 
clincc  ■  “fd'Vl  know  that  all  things  were  now  ready  for  their  entertain- 
arc  van  me  nr,  and  to  bid  them  come  without  any  further  de¬ 
tect*  Lay.  So  Chrift  having  called  the  yews  by  his  perionil 

military  and  by  the  preaching  of  his  fervants,  whom  be , 
fent  to  the  cities  of  Jadea,  with  little  fuccefs,  he  cum¬ 
in  iffioned  the  apoAles  and  evangelifts,  after  his  refur - 
refition,  to  renew  his  gracious  invitation,  and  to  allure 
them  that  now  alt  things  were  thoroughly  prepared,  that 
the  work  of  redemption  was  aftually  finilhed,  that  the 
Spirir  was  ■poured  out  from  on  high  to  bear  witnefs  and 
give  efficacy  to  it,  and  that  he  was  fttll  willing  to  re- 
And  the  ce*vc  ev«y  one  who  fhoutd  come  hy  faith  to  him*  And 
■luith  o  atm-  this  ’8  the  language  of  the  gofpel,  wherever  it  is  preach- 
Jmt  br/'an  to  ed  *. 

r®»  r9»  20  And  yet  the  invited  guefts,  as  it  were 
to  him,  i  have  by  common  confent,  put  off  their  coming,  upon  vari- 
brn&ht  a  pic™ <1/  ous  pretences :  One  alledged,  that  be  had  lately  bought 
l  *  P’ece  °f  ground,  and  muft  needs  go  to  fee  how  the 
Twit*  tpny  bargain  was  like  to  prove;  and  therefore  begged  to  be 
tt-pe  have  me  ex-  otcufed  :  Another  pleaded,  that  he  had  juft  bought  five 
CU'i '^Ard  »no  y°ke  oxen,  and  mill  go  to  try  whether  they  were  fit 
tier  fitf,  i  have  for  his  hufinefs ;  and  therefore  defired  that  be  might  be 
hoopiit  five  yoke  excufed :  And  another  infixed,  that  he  was  lately  mar- 
"I, *^v*  r'e(l 5  and  therefore  peremptorily  declared,  he  could  not 
fhctn  °  l  come.  So  the  Jews  in  general,  and  the  feribes  and 
tlier  liave  me  ex-  Pharifces  in  particular,  and  many  others  that  fit  under 
*  *io  And  ano-  fhe  gofpel,  rsje£  its  gracious  invitations,  upon  frivolous 
therfaid,  I  hava  and  carnal  pretences;  fome  preferring  their  worldy 
married  a  vife,  gains  and  advantages,  and  others  their  ienfual  eafe  and 
pnnotmnir^  '  pleafure,  to  Chrift  and  tbe bleffings  of  eternal  life ;  and 

all 


H  p  T  E.  . 

•  Though  tHs  parable  primarily  rcbica  perfons  to  ell  of  the  world  to  trhoai 
to  theeaHtaj:  of  rhe  Tncst  lod  aftcnrardi  Cbrifl  Grudii  hit  g*>fptL 
tile  Cffnnfrt)  yet  it  is  applicable  to 


iJ4 


%.%  Sathttlcr- 
vart  came,  and 
fhcwed  h is  lord 
thcfc  things  « 
'ftm  the  raaAcr 
of  the  houfc,  lie* 
in£  angry  ,  fakl 
to  his  ter  van  t. 
Go  oat  quitLty 
into  the 
and  lanes  of  the 
Gty,  and  bring 
in  hither  the 
poor*  and  *  the 
in  Mimed,  and  tlie 
halt  ,  and  the 
blind* 


u  And  the 
fervant  fatd  } 
Lord,  tt  if  done 
as  ihovtuAcom* 
mandcd^f.nd  yet 
there  Is  room* 


1 1  And  the 
lord  fakL  unto 
the  frrvant.  Go 
oat  "  into  tbe 
high  -  ways  and 
hedges,  and  com¬ 
pel  them  to  come 
in  ,  that  my 
boute  may  be  fil¬ 
led* 
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all  unbelievers  are  for  fhiftirig  off  a  prefent  attention 
to  his  calls,  which  carries  in  it  a  real  denial,  though 
they  arc  afhamed  in  plain  terms  to  avow  it. 

2i  The  fetvant*  returning  to  his  lord,  reported  the 
feveral  excufes  they  had  made:  And  the  m after  of  the 
feaft,  being  provoked  at  their  ingratitude  and  contempt, 
ordered  him  to  go  immediately  into  the  puhlic  parts  of 
the  city*  and  invite  the  poor,  rhe  maimed,  the  halt  and 
hjind  whom  he  might  meet  with  there.  So  the  mini- 
fters  of  Chrifl  give  him  an  account*  with  grief*  in  their 
pravets*  of  the  unfuccefsfulnefe  of  their  labours,  faying* 
Lord  we  are  a  favour  of  death  unto  death  to  manf  ; 
they  will  not  heir  and  receive  our  meffage:  And  he, 
heing  highly  offended  with  thofe  firft  refufers  of  hts 
grace*  Cent  bis  fervants  to  the  difperfed  Jnxn  and  the 
Gentile  profelytes,  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  them,  and 
even  to  the  mod  despicable  people,  who  make  hut  lit¬ 
tle  figure  in  the  world*  and  are  remarkably  ignorant* 
impotent*  and  miferable. 

21  And  when  the  fetvant  had  executed  this  comm  if* 
fion  with  fome  fuccefs*  he  laid  to  his  matter,  Lord,  thy 
orders  have  been  obeyed,  and  fome  are  come  in*  and 
yet  there  is  room.  So  upon  preaching  the  .  gofpel  to 
thofe  Jews  and  profelytes*  many  of  them  believed ;  and 
the  fervants  of  Cbrift  rejoice  to  cell  him  of  the  fuccefs 
of  their  mmiftry,  whenever,  by  his  grace,  their  preach¬ 
ing  is  made  a  favour  of  life  to  life;  and  this  revives 
their  hearts*  and  encourages  their  picas*  that  ftill  there 
is  room  for  more  in  the  church*  and  in  the  heavenly 
man  Sons,  which  are  not  yet  full*  and  in  the  grace  of 
God  and  merit  of  the  Redeemer*  which  are  not  yet  ex- 
haufted. 

23  Then  the  lord  of  the  feaft  ordered  his  fervant  to 
go  into  the  high  roads  and  hedges  without  the  city,  and 
to  be  very  earneft  with  even  the  beggars,  and  the  coun¬ 
try  people  there*  to  come  in,  that  his  houfe  might  be 
filled.  So  the  Lord  Jefus  fent  his  gofpel  to  the  igno¬ 
rant  and  idolatrous  Gentiles,  who  were  afar  off,  {Epb. 
ii.  12* — 17.)  and  to  the  moft  notorious  Cnners  ;  and  he 
made  it  cffcQual  among  them,  who  flocked  in  multi¬ 
tudes  to  him  and  his  church*  like  perfons  conft rained 
to  if,  not  by  force  of  arms*  but  of  arguments  attended 
with  the  Divine  Spirit,  who  peifuadcs*  encourages,  con¬ 
vinces,  and  fweetly  overcomes  the  hearts  of  the  diso¬ 
bedient*  and  draws  them  with  cords  of  a  man*  with 
bands  of  love*  that  they  may  be  a  willing  people  in  the 
day  of  Chrift’s  power,  {Hof.  xi.  4,  and  Pfal.  cx.  3.) 

24  And 
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*4  For  I  &y 
■unto  you ,  that 
nofit  of  thofi 
lutfii  *hndi  vert 
bi&kn  fh^U  taile 
of  my  fupper* 


*5  Anil  that 
vrm  preat  wol* 
litudw  with  him; 
?nd  lie  t anted* 
nod  laid  unto 
then, 

iff  ff  wiy  nan 
some  to  me*  and 
fcai*  not  hit  fa¬ 
ther,  and  mother, 
and  wife,  and 
ohildrensand  bre¬ 
thren,  and  fifths 
yea,  and  his  own 
iife  allh*  he  can- 
rot  be  my  dif- 
tiple* 


24.  And  the  reafon  why  the  mailer  of  the  lead  would 
fend  no  more  to  the  refolute  ref ufer s,  was*  becaufe,  be* 
ing  angry  with  thrm,  he  declared  not  one  of  them  Ihould 
ever  taile  of  his  rich  entertainment.  So  Chrift,  being 
provoked  at  the  ingratitude  and  ob  ft  in  ate  infidelity  of 
the  Jevt,  ordered  bis  apolUes  to  make  no  further  pro* 
pofals  of  the  gofpel  to  them  j  but  to  turp  to  the  Gentiles , 
(JEls  xiii.46.) :  And  God  has  fworn  in  bis  wratb  againft 
them  who  believe  not,  that  they  ihall  not  enter  into 
his  reft.  (Heb.  iii.  18.} 

15  After  this,  a  (treat  multitude  attended  our  blef- 
fed  Lord  to  Jsrufaletn ;  and  that  they  might  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  be  his  followers  in  expe£lation  of  fecuLr  ad¬ 
vantages,  he,  turning  to  them,  faid, 

26  It  is  not  fo  eafy  a  thing  to  be  my  difciples,  n<flr 
fo  confiftcnt  with,  much  left  To  fubfetvient  to,  your 
carnal  pleafute,  and  worldly  Cafety  and  interefta,  as  ye 
may  imagine;  do  not  deceive  yourfelves  in  a  mattet  of 
fuch  conlequence  as  this  t  For  if  any  one  would  come 
by  faith  to  me,  would  make  a  profefQon  of  my  name, 
and  cleave  to  me  for  the  hldhngs  of  my  kingdom,  bp 
nuift  go  into  fuch  a£ts  of  felf- denial,  and  fubmit  to 
fuch  hardftiips  and  perfections  for  my  fake,  as  Ihew 
that  be  prefers  me  to  all  the  deareft  comforts  and  rela¬ 
tions  of  life,  fuch  as  parents,  wives,  children,  bre¬ 
thren,  and  fillers ;  and  mull  be  as  ready  to  part  with 
them,  and  to  be  fqnnted  from  them  at  my  call,  as  if 
he  really  hated  them  ;  and  mud  be  indeed  averfe  to 
them,  and  to  bia  own  enjoyment  of  them,  fo  far  as 
they  would  binder  bis  faith,  and  love,  and  faithfulnels 
to  me :  Yea,  he  muft  hare  the  fame  felf-denying  tem¬ 
per  of  fpirit,  with  regard  to  his  own  life  too,  being  as 
willing  to  refign  that  alfo  for  my  glory,  when  they 
lland  in  competition;  or  elfe  he  cannot  be  a  true  dif- 


ciple  to  me,  nor  ftiare  in  my  blcffings. 

ir  And  who-  27  And  whofoever  is  not  willing  and  refolred,  by 

ftever  doth  not  t^e  „racc  cf  God  before-hand,  to  fiiomit  to  reproaches, 
hear  "is  crors,  '  ii_.i-Lrt.ij 

and  come  after  injuries,  and  cruelties,  even  unto  death,  if  he  mould 

me,  cannot  be  be  called  to  epdurp  them,  for  my  fake,  and  after  my 
V.y  difoiple.  example,  that  he  may  maiotain  h  is  fidelity  to  me,  can¬ 
not  be  in  truth  one  of  my  difciples,  nor  wifi  I  own  him 
as  fuch  :  Think  therefore  of  thefe  things  ferioully  and 
deliberately  now,  as  ever  ye  would  be  Cbriilians  in¬ 
deed  ;  left,  in  a  time  of  fore  trial,  ye  be  difeouraged, 
and  all  yonr  profeflion  and  hopes  come  to  nothing. 
i»  7oi  which  Thus  men  ufe  to  do  in  other  cafes  of  importance. 


of  you,  intend-  28,  29,  30  For  who  is  there  among  you,  that,  dc- 
ulwcr'fitteth^nt  ^Sn“6  to  build  an  houfe,  would  not,  before  be  begins 
*  flown  the 
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tJcron  Grft  tnd 
«ninitih  the  Cull, 
unuither  h<  h \ve 
frftrwi*  to  fiuifh 
*1? 

*9  Left  h*plr 
afitr  lie  halh  tali 
the  fiKindatian, 
mil  is  not  able 
to  finitfi  alt 
ih«  toehold  tf  be¬ 
gin  to  mock  him, 
\o  Saying  * 
This  man  Sk^ja 
to  build,  and  was 
Hot  able  to  finilh. 

li  Or  mihat 
king*  JEOtti£  t*> 
make  war  again  ft 
another  kin^ , 
litteih  nor  down 
£;ft,^nd  confiiil- 
*th,  whether  he 
be  ahle,  with  ten 
thonfrnd,  to  meet 
htm  that  comcih 
again  ft  him  with 
twenty  t  hoc  find? 

31  Or  clft, 
while  the  other  u 
yet  a  great  way 
off*,  he  fendeth 
an  a  mb  ullage  , 
and  defireth  con¬ 
ditions  of  peace. 

33  Solikcwifr, 
whomever  he  be 
of  you  that  fur- 
faketh  oot  all 
that  he  hath,  he 
eanrx.'t  be  roydiG* 
tipk* 


34  SaltwgoAd; 

but 


•  By  flit  njay 
fipe  of  Chriil, 
pane,  (Majk  it. 
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the  work,  (it  down  and  carefully  compute  the  whole 
charge,  and  contider  whether  he  is  able  to  go  through 
with  it?  left,  after  he  has  inconfcieratelv  begun  the 
building,  he  be  forced  to  dcfift  fur  war.t  of  a  fuSicient 
flock  of  money  to  defray  the  neceflitry  expener ;  and 
fo  Ihould  expofe  himfelf  to  the  devifiau  of  all  that 
know  him,  for  having  foolilhjy  artempud  what  he  had 
no  reafonable  profpeft  of  ever  being  able  to  ticifh 

31,  Or,  to  give  yon  another  inftance  of  prudence 
among  men  ;  What  king,  of  common  thought  of  con¬ 
duct,  who  Is  in  danger  of  being  engaged  in  a  war 
with  fome  other  potentate,  would  not,  before  he  ven¬ 
tures  a  battle,  deliberate  ferioufly  with  himfelf,  whether 
he  be  able,  with  only  ten  thou  find,  to  encounter  twenty 
thou  find  of  hie  enemy’s  forces?  and  if  he  thinks  he  is 
no  match  for  him,  what  man  in  his  fenfes  would  not 
rather  fend  ambafladots,  while  the  enemy  is  at  a  di- 
(hmee,  and  fue  for  a  treaty  of  peace  upon  any  tolerable 
terms,  than  rartily  give  him  battle,  to  the  apparent  ha¬ 
zard  of  a  total  defeat,  and  entire  lofs  of  all  his  domi¬ 
nions,  and  even  of  his  own  life  ?  Surely  every  thought¬ 
ful  prince  would  do  this. 

33  it  is  therefore  of  much  greater  necefliry  and  im¬ 
portance  for  tfaofe  of  you,  who  would  engage  in  a  yio- 
feflion  of  my  name,  and  entertain  hopes  from  rue.  to 
fit  down  and  thoroughly  count  the  coil,  rcckoi'.ir.g  ;i:» 
on  the  very  worff,  as  well  as  the  bed,  that  ye  may  i  t- 
pret  to  meet  with  for  my  fake.  Andlhcn  it  b.  hovea 
you  to  think  feiioufly  with  yourfelve*,  whether  ye 
fet  oot  upon  fuch  a  foundation  as  will  foppnrt  your 
hopes  and  views  for  eternal  life,  and  carry  you  through 
all  the  difficulties  that  lye  in  the  way  to  it ;  whether, 
though  ye  cannot  go  on  in  your  work  and  go  out  a- 
gainft  ynur  enemies  in  your  own  ftrengrh,  my  grace  be 
not  fufficient  for  you  and  whether  ye  find  your  hearts 
engaged  thereby  to  run  all  rifques  and  en counter  a)] 
opposition  from  Satan,,  the  flefb,  and  the  world,  rather 
than  abandon  me  ?  for  I  have  already  told  you,  that 
■  unlefs  yc  come  to  a  point  in  the  fptritual  difpofitioos 
and  fettled  purpofes  of  your  fouls  about  thefe  things, 
even  to  the  lofs  of  all  this  world,  if  need  be,  ye  cannot 
be  really  my  difciples,  owning  me,  and  owned  by  me. 

34,  35  My  dd£lrine,  and  a  holy  profeflion  of  it,  are, 
like  fait  *,  very  valuable  and  ferviceable ;  and  truly  gra¬ 
cious  and  holy  Chriftians,  andefpecnlly  found  and  faith¬ 
ful 

NOTE. 

he  meant  either  t he  doc-  and  cfpcci ally  w>od  minifters,  whom  Chr-ft 
a  net  a  profcJEort  of  his  c  dhiit  fati  !>f  the  tfsib.  (Mat*  v,  13*) 
39*)  or  grad  ChrifUms, 
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fii]  ministers,  are  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  and  of 
great  ufe  to  fpread  the  favour  of  the  knowledge  of  God* 
to  prevent  corruption,  and  improve  aU  company,  where 
they  come  :  Bui  if  my  do&rines  be  debafed  j  or  a  pro* 
iefliuii  become  loofe  and  lifelefs,  ami  pro  fedora  and 
rn  mi  tiers  themfelves  degenerate,  and  prove  carnal, 
gncclefs,  deftirure  of  the  power  of  rdigiop  in  their 
beans  and  lives,  and  fo  (ink  under  the  difficulties  and 
di (courage merits  they  meet  with  for  my  fake  |  they  be* 
come  like  tallek Is,  IpiiitUfo  fait,  which  has  loftaU  Ha 
viimc  and  relilh  f  5  ami  no  other  principles  or  means, 
can  ever  recover  fucb  perfons  from  their  depravity 
and  apofhey  :  And  as  inlipid  fair  is  neither  fit  for  fb 
much  as  to  manure  land,  or  to  make  dung  ;  fo  error 
is  mifehiernusi  and  fuch  pcifons  are  ra:het  injurious, 
than  ferviceabk  10  any  the  leaft  valuable  purpofes  what* 
foever;  and  are  to  i>e  irterly  abandoned  and  n-jtiled, 
to  be  call  out  of  the  church  in  thid  world,  and  fluit  out 
from  the  kingdom  of  heaven  in  the  next ;  Attend  there-* 
fore  to,  ^nd  deliberate  can-full y  upon,  what  1  have  fatdt 
as  a  matter  of  the  higheft  moment  to  yourfclvefi,  if  ye 
would  br  indeed  my  djfciples* 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

Row  careful  ftiooW  we  be  to  obferve  the  law  of  the  fabbath,  free  from  the 
extremes  of  fiipcrftition  on  one  hand,  and  *.f  profanation  on  the  other!  Happy- 
is-  be  wh«  fWs  not  allow  himfelf  in  that  which  he  condemns  hi  others:  Nature 
TC'tuir**  proper  rcpalls  on  the  Lord’s  dar,  and  religion  demands  fuch  adts  of 
mercy  md  gundncl*  as  are  fuitable  to  prefcnt  drcumftanccs;  but  our  chief  em* 
payment,  difeourfe,  and  tabk  talk,  like  our  blefled  Lord's,  ftioukl  be  of  a  re¬ 
ligious  It  rain  —How  amiable  and  exalting  is  true  humility ;  but  how  odious  and 
debating  is  pride,  both  in  the  light  of  God  and  man,  and  in  its  different  events* 
relating  to  this  world  and  that  which  is  to  come  j  And  how  little  is  the  higheff 
honour  and  efteena  among  great  men  and  friends  on  earth,  to  be  compared  with 
the  glorious  recompence  which  /hall  be  made  at  the  reftrrefUon  of  the  juft  f  in 
order  to  the  obtaining  of  this,  behold  the  rich  provisions  of  gofpd -grace,  and 
\t>  free  invitation  to  all  forts  of  tinners,  even  the  molt  unworthy  1  And  behold 
its  victorious  power  in  bringing  them  in  to  Chrift  J  None  fhall.be  excluded,  who 
do  not  by  unbelief  exclude  themfelves;  and  yet,  alas  !  how  many  are  there  that 
nuke  light  of  its  blcffings,  prefer  this  world  to  them,  excufe  tbemfeWcs  by 
trilling  pretences  from  embracing  them,  and  provokingly  refute  them,  to  their 
own  eternal  lofs  and  ruin  1  tint,  WriE-d  be  God,  there  is  yet  roo  v.  ;  and  as  all 
things  are  now  ready,  they  flull  not  be  utterly  loft:  The  whole  human  race  fliafl 
not  bp  fuffered  to  rejeft  the  gofpel  5  but  fovereign  grace  will  make  h  effectual  tt> 
many,  even  to  firmer*  of  the  Gttilih rj,  and  to  the  molt  unlikely  111  human  view, 
till  Chrift1*  ho ufe  be  filled.  Miniflcn  muft  gire  an  account  to  him  of  their  la¬ 
bours  and  fueccfs,  in  their  prayers  hen',  and  at  the  day  of  judgment  hereafter ; 
and  whilft  he  accepts  them  in  rhe  timbful  di  litharge  of  their  office,  ho  will  be 
angry  with  the  obit  mate  n*fafcr$  of  his  grace,  and  never  allow  them  to  partake 
of  its  faring  benefits:  Hut  he  will  make  ail  tluife  heartily  welcome  who  by  faith 
receive  him*  How  (ho^ld  he  have  the  preference,  in  our  hearts,  to  life  itfeSf, 
and  all  Us  tkareft  relations  and  comforts  !  and  how  concerned  ftiuuJJ  we  he  to 

cuter 


CV  XlTm- 

but  if  the  fiithas 
in:  favour, 
vhcrewhh  Jksil 

it  he  fra  founts 

3S  It  is  neither 
fi:  for  tbc  bod, 
yd  for  the 
dunghill:  but  men 
tdt  it  odu  He 
tiwt  hiih  t-ars  to 
J  ,  let  him 


NOTE* 

1  This  uftridi  fait  is  fuch  aj  thv  d«y  njltU  tail  attar  Capai 
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enter  upon  a  profeflkm  of  his  name,  on  Rich  principles  as  will  carry  qb  through 
the  wnrft  that  can  befoJ  us  for  his  lake  i  XV v  ftiould  lit  down  and  count  whnt 
our  religion  will  coft  us,  and  what  bldled  iifliftances,  encouragements,  and  com¬ 
forts,  arc  to  be  found  in  Chrift,  to  fupport  us  under  tribulation,  uver-bahnee 
it,  and  crown  us  with  victory  arid  triumph  over  it ;  And  O  how  excellent  is  bis 
definite*  and  how  eiftfiua],  when  maintained  in  its  purity,  and  the  heart  is  fee* 
foned  with  grace !  We  then  are  blefTcd*  and  made  buffings*  But  how  pernicious 
is  error;  and  how  ufckfs  and  injurious  at  prefent,  and  mifcrable  at  laR,  will 
Ionic  and  car  ha],  corrupt  and  care  left  profeflbr*  and  mioifters  be  !  They  Hull  be 
rejected  of  God  as  contemptible  and  vile.  With  what  attention  and"  couctru 
Ihould  we  think  on  thefe  things,  that  we  may  not  be  of  them  that  dmv  back  to 
perdition ;  but  of  them  that  believe  to  the  laving  of  our  fouls! 


CHAR  XV. 


T%  Pbarlfees  offended  at  ChriJFs  converfing  W/A,  and  preaching  to^ 
publicans  and  finners^  I,  2*  He  vindicates  himfelf  in  the  parable 
if  the  loft  Jbcepi  3, — 7. ;  and  of  the  loft  piece  if  moneys  8j — 10.  / 
and  of  the  prodigal  fmy  1 1,-31. 


Tr  xt, 

TiHen  drew  near 
unto  him  all 
the  publican* rod 
fm  ners  lor  to 
hear  him. 


a  And  the 
Pharifee*  and 

fori  ha  murmur¬ 
ed,  faying,  This 
man  recti  veth 
linncrt,  and  cat* 
eth  with  them. 


%  Andhefpake 
this  parable  unto 
them,  faying. 


4  What  man 
of  you,  having 
an  Kurd  red  Aiccp, 
if  he  lofe  one  of 
them,  doth  not 
leave 


Paraphrase. 

A  S  Chrift  was  preaching  in  a  certain  place  *,  there 
were  prefent  a  company  of  men  who  collected  the 
tribute  which  the  Romans  demanded  of  the  Jews,  and 
were  moftty  perfons  of  ill  charter  $  thefe*  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  other  infamous  finners*  came  to  hear  and  re¬ 
ceive  inftrudion  from  bim,  under  a  convi£tton  of  their 
fin  }  and  with  a  defire  to  learn  the  way  of  recovery  and 
falvation. 

1  Upon  this,  the  ferihts  and  Pkarifeeti  a  ftlperftiti- 
ou6,  fell-conceited  people*  took  offence*  quarrelled 
with  Jefue,  and  reproached  him*  as  if  he  could  not  be 
a  good  and  holy  man  becaufe  he  preached  to  fuch  des¬ 
picable  and  abandoned  wretches  as  thefe*  and  fufFerrd 
them  to  come  fo  near  him*  and  even  fometimes  to  eat 
with  him.  {Chap.  v.  19*  30.} 

3  But  (*«)  our  Lord*  to  vindicate  his  own  conduffc 
for  the  recovery  of  loft  finners*  and  to  (hew  the  conde- 
feenfion  and  the  riches  of  Divine  grace  to  the  chief  of 
them*  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jevist  illuftrated  bis  defign 
in  the  following  GmiUmdes  f*  faying* 

4  Suppofe  any  of  you  had,  an  hundred  flieep,  and 
one  of  them*  going  aftray*  were  loti  in  the  wildemcfs* 
and  in  danger  of  being  deftroyed*  Would  he  not  leave 


NOTES. 

*  It  feems  thit  our  Lord  vu  now  in  Go*  f  Herr  are  tkree  parable*  of  like  import* 
Wee  of  the  Gentiles,  beyond  Jordan t  fmm  the  fir  it  of  ivhich  rqwfciit  fin;  jwre  of 

whence  he  afterward  went  Jerufakm,  God  ui  icirching  his  people  out,  tbi.'fly 

chap,  xvvi.  ii*;  and  that  the  here  among  the  Gexuht ;  and  the  other  in  re- 

mentioned  lb  emphatically,  wen:  tinners  of  cd v tug  them  uhh  tfneat  kiudncR,  upon  their 
the  G  milks,  which  Left  agrees  with  the  return  to  him;  anrl  all  of  them  Tei.ivfnir 

of  the  follow^  Use  great  pk  afire  he  !■*;  in  lh;:i 


Cb.  xr.  • 

leave  the  niaety 
and  nine  in  the 
*  iUenKfe  t  «nd 
fp  iftcr  that 
which  is  io!t,  un¬ 
til  he  find  it? 

$  Aad,  when 
W  hath  found  if, 
he  layeth.  it  on 
*:ii  Moulders  ro 
j'jiring* 

6  And,  when 
he  come;  h  home, 
he  caltah  toge¬ 
ther  bh  friends 
a^d  neighbours, 

Dntothcm, 

Rejoice  with  me; 
for  [  have  found 
my  (beep  which 
ms  loft* 

7  J  fay  unto 
ysUjthatlikra'ife 
joy  thali  be  in 
heaven  over  one 
(inner  that  re- 
pen  teth  ,  more 
than  over  ninety 
and  nine  Juft  p*t- 
fons  which  need 
50  rcpcnunce. 


%  Ztthtt  what 

woman'  biftor 

ten  pieces  of  fit 
vtr,  if  (be  lt>lc 
one  piece,  doth 
rot  light  %  can¬ 
dle,  and  {Weep 
the  houfe  T  and 
feck  diligently 
tiU  Aw  find  if? 


T&e  Evangtlift  Lh’KB  paraphrzftd.  ijp- 

all  the  reft  of-  his  flock,  which  were  vifibly  lit  fafer  cir- 
cumftances,  and  go  in  fearcb  after  that  which  was  loft, 
till  he  Ihonld  find  it  i 

5  And  when  he  meets  with  it,  he  would  certainly 
take' it  up,  and  carry  it  back  upon  his  (boulders,  with 
more  than  ordinary  pleafure,  in  the  thought  that  he 
had  recovered  and  fared  it  from  ruin. 

6  And,  as  (oon  as  he  gets  home,  he  would  exprels 
greater  joy  among  his  friends,  neighbours,  and  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  expert  them  to  rejoice  with  him  more,  at 
his  finding  and  bringing  back  this  loft  (hcep,  than  on 
account  of  all  the  reft  which  wereuot  fo  expofed  to  dan- 
gcr. 

7  In  like  manner,  I  tell  you,  that  I  have  (heep  a* 
raong  the  greateft  of  finners,  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews, 
who  are  gone  aftray  from  God,  have  loft  their  way  to 
heaven  and  happinefs,  and  are  running  headlong  to  de- 
ftru&ion ;  and  who  are  loft  to  the  fervice  and  hononr 
of  God,  and  to  their  own  fafety  and  comfort :  And 
wherever  they  are  feattered,  or  into  wbatfoever  lengths 
of  fin  and  danger  they  have  run,  I  will  follow  them  by 
my  word,  pro  vide  nee,  and  Spirit,  to  fearcb  and  find 
them  out,  and  bring  them  into  my  fold :  And  when 
my  grace  becomes  effe&ual  for  bringing  them  to  repent¬ 
ance  unto  life,  this  is  matter  of  rejoicing  to  my  Father 
and  me,  who  delight  in  mercy  { and  to  the  holy  angels, 
who  rejoice  in  our  glOry,  and  in  their  happinls ;  Yea, 
peaking  according  to  the  ufual  workings  of  mens*  paf- 
fions  upon  obtaining  what  was  much  deiired,  and  yet 
feemed  paft  recovery.  There  is  more  joy  in  the  conver- 
Gon  of  a  (inner  of  human  race,  than  in  the  confirmation 
of  the  angels,  who  never  finned  }  in  the  converfion  of 
the  Gentiles ,  than  in  the  preCervation  of  the  Jeiuijb 
church,  whofe  covenant-relation  fuppofes  them  to  be 
already  turned  to  God  :  in  the  converfion  of  notorious 
finners,  than  of  thofe  who  have  always  been  fo  civili¬ 
zed  as  not  to  need  fuch  a  vifible  change  ;  ami  there  is 
undoubtedly  more  joy  in  the  converfion  of  ail  ranks  and 
degrees  of  finners,  than  in  the  pretended  religion  of 
fuch  felf-righteous  perfons  as  think  themfelves  too  good 
to  need  any  repentance.  And  if,  on  thefe  occaGons, 
there  is  fuch  joy  in  heaven,  it  (bould  furely  be  matter 
of  high  approbation,  and  not  of  murmuring  cn  earth. 

8  Again,  Seppofc  a  woman  had  tea  pieces  cf  money, 
and  out  of  her  little  (lock  had  loft  one  of  them  in  her 
houfc.  Would  (he  not  light  a  candle,  and  look  about 
for  it,  fwcepthe  room,  and  narrowly  fearch  every  creek 
and  corner  till  (he  ihould  find  it  l  . 

9  And 
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9  And  when  p  And}  as  foon  as  (he  finds  it,  fte  would  naturally 
!Lch,:hii^  eiprefs  more  abundant  joy  to  her  friends  and  neigh- 
frtivii  and  her  hours,  and  expect  them  to  be  more  pleafed  on  that  oc- 
neighbour*  io«-  cafIOD,  than  if  (he  bad  never  loft  it- 

S!h**ioe{  to  In  like  manner,  I  tell  you,  that  all  who  belong 
for  i  luvc  found  I  to  God,  and  are  in  a  loft  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery  amor.g 
****  PjM*  *hich^the  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  are  of  high  account  with 
i»JJkewifc  l  h‘m»  who  will  fearch  till  he  finds  them  out,  and  will 
%  unto  yon  ,  ‘  fuffer  node  of  them  to  be  loll  for  ever :  And,  upon  the 
There  i*  joy  in  ;  conversion  or  true  repentance  of  any  one  of  them,  fucb 
thrangeltoftiod.  i3  *he  joy  of  God  therein,,  tbat  he  will  difeover  it  a- 
ovtr  one  tinner .  roong  his  holy  angels  in  heaven  }  and  they  will  rejoice 
tbu  r^peatab.  .  jn  jt  more  than  if  this  penitent  had  never  finned  and 
expafed  htmlelf  to  the  damnation  of  hell. 

»i  And  he  ii  Then,  Hill  more  direftly  to  convince  the  Jews 
A  certain  jn  general,  and  the  feribes  and  Pb&rifees  in  particular, 
lwo  of  their  pride  and  wickednefs,  in  being  envious  at  his 
(hewing  favour  to  publicans  and  tinners,  and  that  even 
among  the  Gentiles,  he  added  another  finuiicudc,  faying, 
Te  may  eafily  conceive  of  a  certain  man,  as  having  two 
font.  So  God,  as  the  Creator  and  Preferver,  Beuefac* 
tor  and  Governor  of  all  mankind,-  is  the,  common  Fa¬ 
ther  both  of  Jews  and  Gen  tilts,  who,  in  their  original 
.  Hate,  had  a  fullnefs  of  all  things  as  his  offspring !  And, 
fince  the  apoftacy,  he  has  fons  of  both  thefe  torts,  by 
gracious  choice  and  adoption ;  the  elder  being  the  Jews, 
whom  he  calls  his  firit-born,  (Excif.  iv.  22.)  hecaufefirfl 
taken  into  his  covenant,  and  the  younger  being  the 
GeatiUs.  And  the  like  may  be  faid  of  all  thofe  who 
have  long  been  vififcly  in  covenant  with  God,  and  of  o- 
thers,  who,  having  gone  on  a  great  while  in  a  courfc 
of  fin}  are  at  length  turned  to  bim. 
rs  And  tht  H  Now  the  younger  of  the  fons  not  caring  to  be  ur- 
youjtger  nf  them  der  his  father’s  eye,  and  imagining  he  could  improve 
FatW *  flock  to  the  befl,  advantage,  pertly  demanded  his  por- 
thc  portion  of  tion :  And  his  father  made  a  proper  divifion  to  them 
goods  that  fallcth  both.  So  the  Gentiles ,  and  all  mankind  by  nature,  and 
dmfcdu£rtL£  Toune  PeoPIc  in  particular,  ebufe  to  be  at  tbeir  own 
iu  firing.  difpofe,  without  controul ;  and  being  conceited  of  their 
own  abilities,  are  apt  to  challenge  good  things  as  their 
due:  And  God,  in  the  bountiful  difpenfimons  of  his 
providence,  giving  them  all,  and  more  than  they  have 
any  juft  claim  to,  righteoully  leaves  them,  at  lead  for 
a  while,  to  follow  the  way  of  their  own  hearts,  iu  ma¬ 
naging  his  gifts  and  talents,  that  they  may  fee  what 
r$  And,  not  tbeir  own  conduct  will  bring  them  to. 
dw'yonnger  fen  *3  -^°d  foon  after  the  younger  foil  had  received  his 
gathered  Singe-  portion,  be  turned  it  into  ready  money}  went  with 

iter,  Jlii 
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thcrf  aiid  took 
hit  porncy  into 
a  far  cmntrjr, 
and  there  wafted 
his  fubfaneevith 
rioioab  living. 


t4  And,  when 
tie  lud  fpent  alt. 
Him  arofe  a 
iniuhty  famine  m 
thar  land,  an rl  he 
began  to  be  in 
want. 

ij  And  he 
went  and  joined 
himftlf  to  a  ci- 
tiienofthatoun- 
try}  and  iir  feut 
lilm  into  his 
Felds  tt>  feed 
i'A'inc, 

id  And  he 
would  fain  have 
Filed  his  belly 
vilh  the  hulks 
th.it  the  fA'iiie 
Jill  tat  t  and  no 
nan  ^are  unto 
him. 


if  And  .when 
he  came  to  tiitn- 
teif,  he  frid,Haw 
Hi  any  hired  frr- 
VaiUS  of  01  jr  fa- 

ther^  have  bread 
enough  r  and  to 
fpare,  end  1  pe* 
ri.'hwith  hunger f 
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his  whole  flock,  from  his  father's  prefence,  into  si  di- 
ftant  country,  and  there  fpent  it  all  in  riotoufnefs. 
lobfencfs,  and  debaucheries.  So  it  was  with  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  :  Soon  after  they  were  left  to  natural  light,  and 
fome  traditions  of  the  earlieft  revelations  of  God  to  man, 
they  corrupted  their  notions  and  their  way,  fell  into 
idolatry,  fuperftition,  fenfuality,  ami  profanenefs,  mif* 
applied  all  their  talents,  and  became  vain  in  their  ima¬ 
ginations  ;  And  fo  it  is  with  particular  linnets,  who, 
being  left  to  them  ft  Ives,  abufe  their  mercies,  rurf  into 
every  kind  of  excefs  and  wickednefs,  and  lofe  all  fenfe 
of  God  and  religion, 

14,  15,  16  But  after  foitie  time,  when  the  young 
man  had  fpent  all  his  fubdance,  there  was  a  great  fa¬ 
mine  in  the  country  where  he  dwelt j  and  he  begun  to 
vranf  all  the  ncccffiries  of  life  i  And  finding  hitnfeif  re¬ 
duced  to  the  Utmcft  ftraits,  without  any  friend  ro  help 
him,  he  was  obliged  to  hire  himfelf,  for  mere  fu de- 
nance,  to  one  in  thefe  parts  who  employed  him  in  the 
mean  drudgery  of  looking  after  the  fwine,  and  fn  Itinr- 
ed  him  in  his  wages,  as  not  to  allow  him  to  eat  to  the 
full,  even  of  the  very  hulks  which  the  hogs  rhemfelves 
lived  upon  $  though,  if  he  might,  he  would  have  been 
glad  to  Catisfy  his  hunger  with  them;  So  the  Gentiles 
in  general,  after  they  had  departed  from  God,  defaced 
the  fmall  remains  of  religion  that  were  formerly  found 
among  them,  and  yielded  themfclves  up  to  the  will  o£ 
Satan,  who  ruled  with  tyranny  over  them,  carried  rhem 
Into  the  worlhip  of  devils  and  many  fupcrttitious  and 
cruel  rites,  and  into  the  moll  abfurd  methods  of  feck- 
ing  peace  and  happinefs,  in  which  they  could  never 
find  the  fatisfacWon  they  fought  for ;  And  fo  all  Tinners*  - 
bring  far  from  God,  and  having  Gnned  away  their  light 
and  mercies,  give  therafelves  tip  to  the  mean  ell  and 
■worft  of  ferVttude,  to  the  lufts  of  their  own  hearts,  to 
Satan  and  the  world,  and  feck  their  happinefs  in  the 
empty,  unfatisfying  enjoyments,  and  finfnl,  fordid 
pleafures  of  this  life,  in  which  they  can  never  find  it,  . 
till  at  length  they  arc  reduced  to  the  utmoll  perplexity 
and  want. 

17,  18,  19  At  lad,  the  youth's  pinching  neceflity 
and  extreme  dillrefs,  even  to  a  defpair  of  relief  in  ihjc 
far  country,  hfought  him  to  his  fenfe?  ;  and  put  him 
upon  thinking  with  himfelf,  What  have  I  done,  in  tun¬ 
ning  away  front  ifiy  father's  hotife,  where  the  pooreft 
of  his  hired  fervants  are  daily  eating  to  the  full,  and 
leave  enough  for  the  fatisfatlion  of  mariy  others,  whiUt 
I  am  juft  ready  to  fbrvc  by  mesas  of  my  extravagant 

t  k  * 
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i»  I  will  arifc,  cies !  hereupon  he  refolvied  to  go  to  his  Father,  with 
?  "J? i-aJ  humble  confefEon  of  his  bij:h  offences,  and  with  earned 
umoiiim.puhcr,  fupplication,  that,  thougv  he  was  unwor:hy  to  be  put 
I  have  (tiuwil  a*  among  his  children,  he  might  neverthelefs  be  received 
befw^iw*6" Jnd  into  his  among  the  meaneft  of  his  fervants,  to 

la  And  am  do  have  their  fare  and  do  their  work  So  Tinners,  who,  in 
mow  «“«hy  to  -  (be  days  of  their  cnregencracy  and  departure  from  God, 
afted  direflly  contrary  to  all  true  principles  of  reafon 
of  thy  hired  ici>  and  religion,  are  at  length  brought  to  their  right  mind 
vseu,  when  God  comes  to  work  efFeftuaily  upon  them  :  He 

by  his  word  and  Spirit,  and  oftentimes  by  means  of 
disappointing  and  iliftrrfling  providences,  lays  a  fenfe 
.  of  guilt  and  danger  upon  their  confci cnees,  (hews  them 
what  imdnefs  and  folly  they  have  been  guilty  of,  in 
'  running  away  from  him,  and  betaking  themfelves  to 
creature- comforts  for  happinefs,  and  that  there  is  no 
poflible  relief  for  them,  but  in  the  rich  provifions 
which  he  has  difeovered  as  made  in  Chrift  for  the 
houfbold  of  faith.  Hereupon  a  fenfe  of  neceflity 
brings  the  awakened  finner  to  fay,  Whatever  the  event 
,  stay  be,  I  am  refolved,  in  the  ftrength  of  divine 
grace,  to  depart  from  fin  and  Satan,  and  from  all  de- 
pendancc  on  felf  and  the  world,  and  to  go  to  God,  as 
a  Father  of  mercies  in  Chrift;  1  will  humbly  confcfs 
mine  iniquity  to  him',  faying,  w  I  have  heinoufly  (in* 
tied  againft  thee,  the  God  of  heaven,  before  thy  face,- 
and  under  thine  eye ;  1  therefore  own  my  felf  to  be  ut¬ 
terly  unworthy  of  being  received  and  dealt  with  as  a 
Ton,  and  Hull  think  it  wonderful  condtfcsnfibn  and 
grace  if  I  may  but  be  admitted  to  have  the  privilege  of 
only  a  door-keeper  in  thy  houfe,  and  in  ferving  thee 
in  whatfoever  thou  flialt  command  me  all  the  remain¬ 


ing  days  of  my  life.”  Thus  it  was  with  the  heatheus,- 
wben  they  turned  from  idols  to  fetve  the  lining  and 
true  God,  (i  Thtjf,  i.  9.) ;  and  thus  it  was  with  every 
finner,  when  God  is  bringing  him  home  to  himfelf  by 
converting  grace. 


oo  And'  he  a- 
rtrfc,  and  came  to 
hi*  father.  Eat, 
when  he  yet 
a  £rc*t'  way  otT, 
liis  father  few 
}i:m  T  and  had 
coaipiifliofi,  and 
ran,  and  fell  on 
hit  neck  and  tiff¬ 
ed  hhnT 


?o  Accord!  ugly  the  young  penitent  fet  out  between 
hope  and  fear  for  a  return  to  his  father:  But  whilft  he 
was  yet  at  a  great  diftance,  his  father  was  quick-Gght- 
ed  to  difeover  him  ;  and,  bis  howels  being  moved  to¬ 
ward  him,  he  ran  with  all  fpeed  to  meet  him,  and  in 
a  molt  affectionate  manner  embraced  and  killed  him. 

-  So  the  finner,  under  a  true  fenfe  of  fin,  and  appreben* 
(ion  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrifi,  fets  about  return<- 
:  ing  to  him  from  all  iniquity  in  good  earned,  and' 
without  delay :  And  whilft  he  is  full  of  doubts  and 
fears  left  To  vile  a  wretch  as  himfelf  fhould  never  find 

acceptance^ 


Cb-  tfi 


it  And thtfon 
C*vl  un-o  ijm  , 
Father  t  I  have 
ironed  againffc 
lit* veil ,  and  io 
iliy  and  am 
rwi  ition:  wnrMi  j 
to  be  called  thy 
ft*. 


Ifat  the  fa- 
tTier  (aid  to  hi* 
(crvaiiis  ,  Brtw 

forth  the 
Jobe,  and  put  H 
on  him,  and  put 
a  ring  on  hfr 
hand*  and  Aloes 
on  lit  feet 
H  13  And  bring 
hhhtr  tbe  fitted 
talf,  and  kill  it  ; 
anti  let  us  cat  and 
be  merry. 

14  For  this  my 
ion  ros  Atari,  <md 
is  alive  ag-iin;  he 
wm  lott  and  is 
found.  And  they 
bcga,a  to  bt  rn^r- 
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acceptance,  God  obferves  him  in  all  his  diflrefs,  and 
in  the  very  fir  ft  motions  of  his  foul  toward  him  •  and, 
being  full  of  compsflion,  pvevents  him  with  the  Her¬ 
rings  of  his  goodnefs,  makes  hade  to  relieve  his  fears, 
and  manifefts  bit  love  to  him,  with  great  endearments, 
and  in  moll  affectionate  exprdnons,  to  Irtew  that  he  is 
reconciled.  Thus  God  gracioufiy  draft  with  the  Gen- 
tiles,  when  he  granted  them  repentance  unto  life ;  and 
thus  every  returning  finner  is  accepted  of  him  in  the 
Beloved. 

21  Upon  this  difeovery  of  the  fathers  kinunefa,  thd 
young  prodigal’s  heart  was  melted,  and  encouraged  to 
claim  relation  to  him,  and  to  caft  himfelf  upon  hi* 
mercy,  with  ingenuous  confeflions  of  his  aggravated 
offences,  and  of  his  utter  unwonhineGs  ever  (t>  he  own* 
ed  and  received  as  his  fon*  So  God's  manifeliing  his 
favour  to  the  Gentiles  wrought  on  them,  and  cmbold-- 
ened  their  humble  hopes  toward  him :  And  an  awaken¬ 
ed  dinner’s  heart  is  much  affected  with  the  difeoverietf 
of  God’s  cotidefccnding,  free,  and  pardoning  grace, 
and  is  thereby  encouraged  to  plead  with  him  as  a  fa-* 
ther,  and  to  hope  in  his  mercy,  through  Jcfus  Chrift, 
for  ail  falvation  ;  and  a  fenfe  of  forgiving  love  is  fo  far 
from'  making  him  think'  the  lighter  of  fin,  that  it 
bumbles  him  the  more  for  it,  and  makes  him  the  more 
afhamed  of  it,  and  the  more  ready  to  confefs,  with 
the  greateft  contrition,  that  God  might  juftly  have  (lit-* 
owned  and  abandoned  him  for  ever. 

22,  23,  24.  But  inftead  of  the  father's  rebuking' 
the  recovered  prodigal,  he  Teemed  to  flop  him  ft: on  it* 
bis  fubmiftioris,  as  if  he  fhuuld  fay,  It  is  enough  thaC 
thou  art  thus  deeply  fcnfible  of  thine  own  unworthi- 
refs  j  I  will  be  better  to  thee  than  all  thy  deferts,  and 
all  thy  hopes :  And  he  ordered  his  fervaitts  to  bring 
out  the  very  beft  garment  in  his  wardrobe,  and  clothe 
him  with  it :  to  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  fttoes  01* 
his  feetr  and  to  kill  the  fatted  calf,  arid  make  a  fdaft 
for  him,  that  they  might  cat  and  rejoice  together  $  be- 
caule  his  Ton,  whom  he  had  looked  upon  as  dead,  and 
had  given  up  for  loft,  was  now  alive,  ami  returned  to  him 
in  fafety:  Accordingly  they,  and  the  whole  family  then 
prefenr,  began  to  eiprds  great  joy  on  this  happy  occa-- 
fion.  So  when  finners  come  in  to  Cud  through  k'hrift, 
the  more  they  loathe  and  condemn  tliemfeJves  for  their1 
iniquities,  the  lefs  will  he  fiiew  any  tokens  of  difplea-* 
fore ;  and,  for  the  glory  of  his  own  grace,  he  will  noE 
only  make  them  fervams,  but  Tons  j  and  do  exceeding 
abundantly  more  far  them  than  they  are  able  to  ofls.  ot 

i,  2  thins  * 


i  6a 


*5  Nflwhistl- 
Aerfon  wif  m  rhe 
Add  :  and  as  he 
came,  an<t  drew' 
>ii»li  tv  thehotiiC, 
he  hntvl  mufic 
ani  d^dnp. 

sd  Arid  JiO  oil* 
cd  one  or  the  fcr* 
vants  And  alVttl 
whathelelhingi 
nranr* 

17  Arid  herald 
unto  h;m1  Thy 
brother  U  come: 
and  I'iy  father 
hath  killed  thf 
fatted  ralf,  ht~ 
cinlb  lie  hath  re* 
reived  him  fafa 
and  numi, 

att  And  he 
angry,  and  would 
nut  p>  in  *  there* 
fbre  came  his  F  St* 
ther  out  and  ill4 
Created  him. 
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think  :  Asthry  come  to  him  in  filthy garments,  he  gives 
themch,in?e  of  raiment,  clothing  them  with  the  glorious 
robe  of  Ch  nil’s  righteoufnefe,  and  with  the  rich  drris 
of  heavenly  graces:  As  they  come  poor  and  deftituto, 
he  gives  them  a  pledge  and  earned  of  the  cverlafting 
inheritance  by  the  H  ly  Spirit  of  promife:  As  they 
come  hme'ami  wounded,  like  cripples  unable  to  gor 
he  furnifhes  rh  m  with  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of 
peace,  chat  they  may  walk  with  cafe  and  cheer;  til  neis, 
and  may  hold  on  and  hold  out  in  his  ways:  As  they 
come  in  a  ftarving  condition,  he  fets  befnre  thrm  a  frail 
of  fat  things  in  the  gofpci,  and  gives  them  the  bread 
of  life,  that  thry  may  eat  and  brr  farisfied,  and  may  be 
iiourifhed  unto  eternal  life :  And  as  they  were  in  great 
di  ft  refs  and  fcrrow  of  heart  before,  he  rejoices  to  com¬ 
fort  them,  and  to  make  them  glad  with  the  light  of 
his  countenance?  and  alt  bis  family  in  heaven  and 
earth  exceedingly  rejoice  with  them,  upon  informa¬ 
tion,  that  they  who  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins  are 
now  made  alive  to  God  5  and  ^at  they  who  were  in  a 
loft  condition  are  now  recovered  to  a  ftare  of  fafety, 
iifcrulnef{,  ami  hlrJFednefs.  Thus  when  God  called  the 
Centilesy  he  freely  admitted  them,  not  only  to  ail  the 
external  privileges  nf  the  gofpet  ftarc,  but  to  the  raving 
and  eternal  bleflings  of  his  covenant;  whereupon  they 
and  the  believing  Jez vs  rejoiced,  {Acts  xu  18.  ani 
liii,  48*};  and  he  holy  angels  rejoice  in  this  greatly 
to  a H  people,  to  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews*  ^Lukc  it.  10, 
Tj,  .4*}:  And  thus  when  any,  efpecialiy  notorious 
tinners,  are  converted,  Chrift  is  made  to  them  wifdom, 
nghteoufnefs,  fiin&ification,  and  redemption  *T  and 
there  is  great  rejoicing  in  heaven  and  earth. 

25,  26,  27,  28  Now  the  elder  fan  returning  from 
theficlds,  and  hearing  an  unufua]  frund  of  extraordina¬ 
ry  rejoicing  in  the  bopfe,  inquired  of  one  of  the  fervants 
what  might  be  the  meaning  of  it  :  The  fervant  told  him 
that  his  younger  hrotber  was  returned  home,  beyond  all 
expeftation ;  and  his  farher  was  fo  exceedingly  alFtfted 
with  it,  that  he  had  killed  the  fatred  calf  to  entertain  him, 
and  exprefs  his  joy  5  beciufe  he  had  received  him,  not 
only  in  heahh  ot  body,  but  alfo  as  a  thorough  penitent, 
and  in' his  right  mind:  But  the  eider  brother,  iirftead 
of  heing  pleaf  d,  s  lie  ought  to  have  been,  was  highly 
offended  at  his  father’s  favour  to  the  young  prodigal,  arid 
icfolvcd  not  to  go  in  :  Whrreupon  the  father  himfelf 
went  out,  and  with  grear  condrfcenGon  and  kindneft, 
intre^ted  him  to  come  ami  partake  of  the  entertainment 
and  joy*  So  the  Jews  in  general,  and  the  feribes  and 

rharifec* 


tfur r. 
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Pbarifecs  in  particular,  were  highly  offended  and  enraged 
■when  they  heard  of  God’s  ftiewing  mercy  to  the  Csutites, 
and  making  them  partakers  of  the  richeft  privileges  and 
bleflings  of  the  gofpel*.  And  to  great  was  their  envy 
at  this,  that  they,  through  unbelief,  refuted  and  fhut 
themfelves  oat  from  its  benefits:  Neverthelels,  God  did 


if  And  he  >n- 
freriDg  fiid  to  t;j 
father,  Lo,  Uw/e 
many  years  do  1 
ferve  tlieei  nei¬ 
ther  traoferfJfcd 
1  it  any  thy 
cornamiidincail  ( 
and  yet  them  nr- 
T^r  gmft  me  3 
J,;l,  eh;u  I  rcight 
mstkr  merry  with 
nij  friends; 

30  But  vflmm 
a£  thi^  thy  ton 
was  co^e*  which 

haih  tk'Towxd  t  hy 

living  with  har¬ 
lots,  thou  hall 
for  him 
the  ftitud  calf* 


not  immediately  call  them  off ;  but,  bearing  long  with 
them,  came  in  the  miniftry  of  Chrift  and  his  forvants, 
preaching  peace  to  them.  In  like  manner  +,  many  of 
\a  Pharif.iical  (pint,  that  have  liv,'d  fofccrly,  and  made  a 
profdhon  of  religion,  are  offended  at  the  d'-cVri.its  of 
God’s  free  and  fovereign  grace  to  the  vileft  and  un» 
worthieft  of  finntrs  \  and  this  is  fucb  an  offence  to  feme 
of  them,  char,  through  their  own  pride  and  envy,  it 
proves  an  occafion  of  (their  reje£ling  Chrift  and  the 
gofpel  to  their  own  perdition;  And  ycr  God  dors  not 
take  their  firft  refufa),  but  continues  befeeching  theot 
to  be  reconciled  to  him, 

ay,  30,  but  (j'*)  the  elder  fon  ftill  continuing  offti- 


natc  and  refuting  to  go  in,  talked  very  pertly,  laying. 
As  fot  me,  I  have  always  been  your  obedient  fon,  have 
lived  like  a  fervant  in  your  family,  and  never  offended 
you  in  any  inftance  whaefoever}  and  yet  (b  coot  and 
unkind  have  you  been  to  me,  that  you  never  fo  much 
as  gave  me  a  ktd  to  entertain  my  friends,  that  they 
might  rejoice  with  me :  But  no  fooner  was  this  vile 
wretch,  your  fon,  comr,  whom  I  am  afhamed  to  own 
as  a  brother,  and  who  has  profuftly  liquandered  away 
all  the  portion  which  you  gave  him,  in  rioting,  luxury, 
and  debaucheries,  but  immediately  the  fatted  calf  muft 
be  killed  to  entertain  hint  and  make  merry  with  him. 
So  the  fcr'tbe a  and  Pharifeest  and  the  generality  of  the 
Jevist  not  with  Handing  the  tep<-ated  gracious  invita* 
tions  of  the  gofpel,  continued  obliinately  to  refufe  co¬ 
ming  in  to  Chrift,  and  behaved  irifoletitiy  toward  God  : 
They  bonfted  of  their  own  exact  regularity  and  obedi¬ 
ence,  as  it  rhey  had  never  offended  him  }  they  thought 
themfelves  fo  worthy  of  his  favour,  that  all  the  bit  llir.gs 
of  the  Jvleffiab’ts  kingdom  ought  to  be  confiiied  to  them  \ 

they 

“NOTES. 


*  They  wen  filled  wi:h  fuc h  envy  on  thU  as  ready  to  Gone  him,  tuA  flrw  Juft  Site  tic 
r^CiGuD  that  they  fpoke  igainft  1  lie  things  <eV,  tolfctrw  ihcir  indignation  again  f  l  him, 
I\r*l  preached  :o  them,  coatradkbng  and  (Ails  xxH.  u,  n,  13.) 
hLiiihciu  ng,  iiiw  45.}  And  wlmi  +  Something  like  this  was  the  cafe  even 

he  was  afterwards  making  hi*  defence  to  of  the  unbelieving  Jcrs  thcnsiclYLs,  vho 
rhem,  as  fnon  w  ho  Jpoke  of  Chrift*sa/Wf.fifg  eouLcnikd  uiih  JV;«r  Tor  in  10  the 

; irr «  tb>:  they  loft  all  patience,  and  GrntjUi,  and  tTifcowcd  thus  dii'jileufurc  *it 

A^\:j  v  i*b  (ich  fifetfowjrQm  the  t&rtk\  it,  t-Li  he  iltarcd  up  that  dnptnfcuiou  of 
/tr  };  U  rM  ft  th:  ba  jlvafJ  hu? :  Aud  thy  Cod's  £ricc  10  thesi,  {Alis  xi.  ;3 — >3-) 

\rlci  u l  hiutj  zid  ;sjl  cf  freir  ciith^ 
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Ch.  17. 


Andtu*  faH 
Unto  h*m,  Son, 
thou  art  tTCrwiili 
pc,  aod  all  that 
2  haw  is  thine, 
31  hwaJi  mC£t 
that  wt  thruaM 
make  merry*  and 
bcgUl;  fur  flu$ 
phy  brother  was 
idcail,  and  rs  aii vt 
ajjam  ;  ant*  «m 

l?$  S3.<1  U  found- 


they  looked  with  indignation  and  difdainopon  the  Gtn~ 
tiles  as  the  moll  despicable  wretches,  that  ought  not  to 
he  owned  as  their  brethren ;  and  could  not  bear  the 
thought  that  they  fiiouid  he  equalled  to  themfelves, 
much  lefs  that  they  Should  be  preferred  before  them  : 
And  thus  it  is  with  fclf- righteous  profeffors  of  Ch  rift’s 
name,  who  are  apt  faucily  to  arraign  the  dlfpenfations of 
God’s  grace,  notwithflamUng  the  continued  overtures 
that  are  made  of  it  to  ihemfeive9. 

31,32  But  his  father  replied,  Son,  what  room  is 
there  for  all  this  difeontent,  and  all  thefe  murmuring 
complaints  ?  you  have  conftantly  cat  at  my  table,  which 
has  been  fupplied  with  rich  pro vi Eons  every  day,  and 
haye  continually  lived  in  my  prefence,  under  the  tokens 
of  my  favour,  who  have  hitherto  confined  them  to  you : 
and  f  have  liill  enough  for  you  ;  But  here  is  a  fit  ocea- 
fion  for  exprefling  more  than  ordinary  joy,  in  that  your 
brother,  whom  1  love,  and  you  ought  to  love  too,  and 
who  was  given  up  for  dead  and  loft,  is  now  returned 
alive  and  well,  deeply  fallible  of,  humbled  for,  and  re¬ 
claimed  from,  his  extravagant  wickcdnefe  and  folly, 
and  is  now  a  dutiful  fon  to  me.  So  God  vindicates 
the  free  difpenfations  of  his  grace  to  the  Gentiles,  and 
to  the  molt  infamous  finners,  agalnft  all  the  diffatif- 
fa&ion  and  murmurings  of  its  enemies :  He  had  been 
exceeding  liberal  to  the  few s,  confining  his  covenant- 
mercy  for  many  ages  to  them,  among  whom  he  hail 
pitched  his  tabernacle  with  the  fpecial  tokens  of  his 
pretence,  (Rsm,  is.  4,  5,};  and  if  they  fhould  not  cut 
themfelves  off  by  unbelief,  all  would  (till  be  theirs,  be 
having  enough  for  them  and  others  too.  But  the  cont 
verfiou  of  the  Gentiles,  and  of  remarkable  finners,  is 
the  quickening  of  them  who  were  mod  evidently  dead 
in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  and  a  bringing  them  home  who 
were  fat  from  Gcd  in  a  perilling  ftate :  And  this  can¬ 
not  but  be  a  juft  occafion  of  exceeding  great  joy,  in 
the  account  pf  God  and  angels  and  all  good  men  *. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  dreadful  is  aftate  of  fin  and  apoftacy  from  God  1  It  is  a  loft,  periling, 
enljavcd  Rate  j  injurious  U>  the  author  of  out  beings,  to  ourfelve*,  and  o- 

tbers; 

NOTE, 

*  Tlid  elder  fin’s  making  no  l-eply  to  ibis,  gain  ft  it,  according  to  A3s  *i.  <)■  And 
fnav  intimate  either  that  thole  jews,  who  the  fame  may  be  laid  of  idle  amt  formal 
per  filled  in  their  i;i  fidelity,  (liji  retained  their  profeflors  of  Chrift  an  one  band,  and  of 
prejudices  afisluft  the  gofod  on  this  account,  feme  real  believers  cn  the  other,  with  refpqit 
being  enemies  to  it  for  the  Ccnties  lakes,  to  the  inveterate  prejudices  of  the  one,  and 
limn.  u.  it.  Or  it  may  intimate,  liiac  thole  the  steak  and  ignorant  nuirmutiogs  of  tha 
jr*-'  r  who  brlicvul  were  fetitiied  with  this  other,  /-a  in  If  tile  riches  ef  ditietc  grace  tf 
»A  jiiut  r.i  !!!(■  GcrJiSiS  being  unde  frllonr-  the  worii  of  Jinptn, 
fu-ii'a  wi.h  (font,  and  had  nothing  to  reply  a- 


cb..xrf&; 
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then ;  d^ftitofe  of  all  that  is  honourable  and  comfortable ;  involved  in  dl&ppoint* 
merits  and  perplexity,  want  and  mife  y ;  and  expofed  to  otter  ruin  Hot  behold 
tii:;  riches  of  dmne  grace  to  the  worft  of  fioners  and  young  prodigals  1  < March¬ 
es  after  h h  loft  fherp,  finds  them  out,  and  brings  them  home  to  himfrif,  and  hia 
heart  and  arm's  are  open  to  receive  every  humble  penitent ;  he  obfrrve*  all  their 
groani  ngs  and  di  ft  refs,  all  the  *  orb  mgs  of  their  coiifeicnres  and  folicito  js  thoughts 
about  their  wretched  condition,  all  the  firft  ami  diftam  motions  of  their  hernia 
toward  him,  all  their  ddircs.  fears*  and  hopes*  and  all  their  nurpofrs  and  at¬ 
tempts  of  coding  to  him;  his  bowels  move  toward  them,  and  he  prevents  them 
with  Ms  mercy,  fecrctly  draws  them,  that  they  may  run  after  him,  helps  them 
againft  their  difeourapements,  melts  their  hearts  into  ingenious  repentance  for 
and  emboldens  their  truft  and  hope  in  lir$  mercy  through  the  l-ord  jefu? ;  and 
he  gr^cioufly  accepts  them  in  their  returns  to  him,  forgives  nil  their  Jins,  fifces 
them  into  bis  family,  rrunUcfts  himfclf  to  them  *s  he  does  uot  unto  the  v/or!d, 
Jhcda  abroad  hh  love  m  their  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fupplies  all  their  wants* 
and  enriches  them  with  the  bMings  of  grace  and  glory,  as  if  they  had  never  cf- 
fended  him  And  O  what  a  happy  change  does  his  grace  make  upon  them ! 
They*  who  before  were  befide  themfelves*  arc  then  brought  to  their  right  mind* 
and  made  wife  to  falvation ;  they  that  were  proud  ami  i>lf*fufficicnt*  and  had  nia 
great  lengths  iu  Gn,  are  mnde  humbic,  ami  brought  b act  again  to  God  ;  they 
that  were  loft  to  all  that  is  good,  and  to  their  own  or  others  power  to  wort  e£- 
finally  upon  them,  are  recovered  to  every  thing  that  h  happr  and  glorious ;  and 
they  that  were  dead  in  IrefpafTes  and  Jins  art  ma-Je  alive  to  God,  to  glorify  hirn 
here,  and  enjoy  hi;n  forever  :  And,  on  this  occaliou,  what  exceeding  great  joy 
is  there,  in  their  own  finds,  and  among  the  faints  and  fervants  of  Chrift  trporr 
earth :  Yea,  in  the  heart  of  the  bh;fled  God  himfe  f,  and  among  the  angels  in 
he  :ven  1  Bat  U  how  naturally  perverfe  is  the  finner's  heart,  that,  notwithfiand- 
ing  all  this,  he  will  try  to  make  any  Drift*  rather  than  re* urn  to  God  through 
Chrift ;  and  that  nothing  but  a  fenfe  of  ftbfolute  cecefiity  will  ever  bring  him  in  1 
And  how  monftroufly  wicked  are  they*  who,  from  a  high  conceit  of  themfdves* 
rife  up  with  prejudices  againft  the  freeneft  and  fbvemgory  of  ■ iuu*s  grace,  and 
would  hinder  or  murmur  at  the  happltfrfi  of  tinners  in  their  convcrltou  to  him  1 
And  yet  how  patient  and  uncxctpi  touably  kind  arc  the  overtures  of  mercy  in  the 
gofpj,  even  lo  the  moft  froward  in  heart !  I  tippy  Tor  them,  who  at  length  are 
overcome  by  it  i  But  wo  to  them*  who  3fier  all  continue  obstinately  to  reject  it. 


CHAP.  XVI, 

The  right  ufi  of  worldly  enjoyments  reprefented  in  the  parable  of  the  vn- 
juft JUv>ardf  r, — 13*  A  reproof  cf  the  Pharifies  for  their  covctmf- 
nefs  and  hypos  rify*  14* — 18.  And  the  danger  of  fitting  one's  heart  on 
carihij  treafures  Hhtjl rated  in  the  parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Laza¬ 
rus  f  1^—31. 

Paraphrase. 

Sml  rvTJR  Lord,  having  reproved  the  ferihes  and  Plan- 
hi*  fits  for  their  pride  and  envy,  proceeded  to  mitruct 


Text. 

And  he  ftiil 

alio  Ufir  o  hit 

v«  i  wuinHch  his  difciples,  in  a  parable,  about  the  right  ufe  of  world¬ 
ly  enjoyments,  faying,  A  certain  great  man  committed 
the  manage  me  tit  of  his  ellate  to  a  fteward  #j  and,  after 
fonie  time,  an  accufation  was  brought  again  it  him,  that 

he 

NOTE. 

■*  The  rich  man  in  this  pnmbl  rreprefents  we  minified  with  the  bounties  of  prori- 
fi  jii;  and  the  ficti.rUicpreients  £khc,  thai  deuce,  and  *huie  them. 


man  which  had  a 
;  and  the 
Urr,c  was  ^ccuicd, 
unto 


<4s 

unto  Iiln  that  he 
had  wafted  his 


i  And  he  e»I-* 
lt.1  him,  and 
unto  Hm,  iJow 
is  it  that  1  htor 
i  h'*  of  UiCc?  j;ivc 
i*n  jttMur*;  of  thy 
Ak' w  udlhliv  t  for 
ihou  nuy<rt  benrt  < 
tsti^cr  ftcvjrd. 


3  Th*n  the 
ftewarn  fi*d  wwh- 
in  liirulclfj  What 
iiid.ll  l  do:  for*)^y 

h*vd  tak^ili  iiw^y 

from  me  the  Hex- 
arJlbip;  I  uni)Ot 
(lit?.,  to  Ucj  I  w 
atiuacJ* 

4  I  aui  rdblvM 
vlut  iudo»  th*r, 
whcijlam  ptJioiit 
of'  the  LhW'ijd* 
Ih;p.  ihcy  may  re- 
oev?  m  es  moth  dr 

5  So  he  called 
cwy  oil,'  of  ny 
iordvii  ilehtcr %  tin 
to  Jttm,  JjIX 

mudi  n«cll  thou 
*] mo  try  it*rj  f 
fj  A  ml  he 
An  hundred mea* 
jure  oloil*  And 
Ur  Ciid  liii  o  hiul, 
Ji\k-  tny  .dil,  ilid 
f-t  iht«n  qui-kly* 
and  write1  fifty 
1  T hew  ia-d  he 
to  aiiochcr,  an:l 
huw  ir  itch  invert 
thoU?  apdhCi:d4> 
An  hunt!  cjmea 
jiircfr  c-r  tthtflt-j 
hr  6;d  unto 
h;m,  lake  thy 

UiJ,  and  write 


Tfo  Evangelijl  Luke  paraphajed*  Cb*  xvi* 

be  had  wronged  his  matter,  and  mihpplied  hi$  goods* 
So  it  may  juftly  be  charged  upon  the  men  of  this  world, 
that  through  unfaithful  nets'  jind  neglect,  they  hare  a* 
bated  the  bounties  of  providence,  and  applied  them  to 
other  purpotes  than  rhote  for  which  God  bpftowed  them* 

2  Thereupon  the  lord  of  the  ttewardTuuimoned  him 
to  appear  before  him,  and  faid,  What  a  fad  report  do  I 
bear  of  your  treachery  ?  deliver  up  your  accounts  cf  ail 
that  1  have  entruftrd  you  with  »  for  now  I  will  turn 
you  out  of  your  office.  So  the  cry  of  their  iniquity  who 
abufe  the  goodnefs  of  providence,  is,  like  the  fin  Sodcmt 
great  againft  them,  {Gen*  xriii*  20.) ;  And  the  time 
is  coming,  when  God  wilt  fay  to  them,  as  he  did  to 
Gziat  IVh&t  hafi  thou  dons?  {Gen*  iv.  10  }  And  as  he 
:  therf  wilt  fuffer  them  to  have  no  further  ufe  of  his 
bounties,  fo  he  gives  them  warning  before-hand  ip 
their  own  conferences  and  in  his  word,  that  every  one 
of  them  Jhall  give  an  account  of  himfelf  to  God*  {Rom* 
xiv.  n:) 

3,  4  Upon  this  notice  from  his  lord*  the  flic  ward  rca- 
foned  in  himfelf  after  this  manner,  I  {hall  foon  be  dif* 
miffed  from  my  matter's  fervice,  and  reduced  to  the 
utmoft  neceffity;  What  Distil  Ido  for  a  fubfifience,  who 
have  never  been  brought  up  to  labour,  and  am  a  framed 
to  go  a* hogging  ?  but  at  length  he  icfojvcd  upon  a  prev 
feci,  to  ftcuie  triends  to  himfelf  among  his  lord's  debt¬ 
ors,  that,  when  he  fhould  be  difeharged  from  hisftew- 
ardjhtp,  he  might  find  entertainment  with  them.  So 
floth,  and  pride,  anti  unrighteous  ways  of  living,  hav¬ 
ing  brought  the  fpendthrjfr  to  dtflrefcj  and  to  expect- 
+  arums  of  utter  ruin,  he  is  at  his  wit’s  ends,  atiti  is  full 
of  inquiries  after  a  provifion  for  time  to  come,  till  ho 
has  encouraging  profpefts  of  obtaining  it ;  And  th? 
Gnner,  who  is  fnjly  brought  to  fee  his  danger  by  (in, 
will  dread  the  confluence,  and  never  reft  till  he  bath 
hopes  cf  eternal  happintfg* 

5,  <S,  7  Now  the  policy  of  this  fie  ward,  to  provide 
for  himfelf,  was  this,  he  tent  for  all  ii is  lord's  debtors, 
and  baying  taken  tbeirjuft  accounts,  ordered  one  of 
them,  in  ail  hafte,  to  deduct  half,  and  another  a  fifth 
part  cut  of  the  bill;  which  was  to  be  given  to  bis  lord  j 
and  fo  abated  every  one  a  greater,  or  lefs  proportion  of 
his  debt,  that  he  might  fecure  a  retreat  when  his  matter 
fliouM  put  him  out  of  his  place.  So  the  men  of  this 
f  world  ate  full  of  fubtiie  contrivances,  and  n  eg  left  no 
l  means,  though  ever  fo  unjufl,  to  retrieve  their  defperate 
\  affairs ;  And  the  finner  ought  to  confult,  in  q  better 
4  manner^  what  he  {ball  do  to  be  fayed* 
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a  And  the  lord  8  And  when  Ms  lord  heard  how  artfully  this  man 
com tiidcd  the  |,a<|  managed,  he  owned  that  it  was  a  politic  fcheme 
bw"or«  h’^wd  fecuring  afuppiy  when  he  fhould  be  reduced  to  ex- 
done  wifely;  for  tremiry  *.  So,  though  the  difhonefty  of  fuch  a  fervaat 
*j*  <WM«n  of  j6  detdbble  ;  yet  hi  $  fort  fight,  care,  and  contrivance 
tkdr**gentt«ion  aboa:  the  intercAs  of  this  life  deferve  an  imitation, 
*ifcr  than  the  with  regard  to  the  more  important  affaits  of  another, 
thjlirenof  light,  fln(j  condemn  me  twconfideratenefs  and  ftupidiry  of 
thofe  that  are  lefs  thoughtful  about  them  :  For  world* 
ly  wife  mrn,  who  place  their  chief  happmefs  in  what 
relates  to  the  body,  are,  generally  (peaking,  more  faga- 
cious  and  induAtious,  in  their  way,  to  form  and  com- 
pjfit  their  defigns  for  temporal  advantages,  than  the 
profeflors  of  religion,  who  have  the  light  of  the  golpel, 
are  for  the  concerns  of  their  fouls  and  eternity,  though 
they  know  that  in  a  little  time  they  mull  die,  and  give 
an  account  of  themfclvec  to  God  :  And  even  true  be¬ 
lievers  do  not  ordinarily  contrive  and  lay  out  them- 
fclves  f°  much  about  fpiritual,  as  the  men  of  this  world 
do  about  temporal  things. 

9  AaJtfaynn-  9  I  therefore  advife  and  charge  you  to  ufe  as  much, 
to  you.  Make  to  fotcfighr  and  diligence  about  the  concerns  of  eternity, 
y^u rfelvct fiien d$  3S  Woi  idlv-miuded  men  do  about  the  things  of  time* 
of  ttorighteouf-  Inftcad  of  employing  f  uncertain  riches  in  any  un- 
refs;  that  when  righteous  way,  ufe  them  in  a&s  of  piety  and  charity, 
ye  fail  they  pi»y  wjtj,  a  fubkrvience  to  real  and  everlaAing  happiriels  i 
<m:r]aittng  habi-  that,  wrjen  fielh  and  heart,  and  all  theie  enjoyments 
ivions.  fiil,  and  ye  come  to  die,  (■*•«")  God  may  receive  you, 

as  faithful  ftewards,  to  eternal  manfions  in  the  heavens, 
the  holy  angels  may  take  charge  of  your  fouls  to  con? 
dufl  them  to  glory,  and  the  poor  members  of  Chrlft 
may  receive  yon  with  joy  in  the  other  world, whole  bow¬ 
els  ye  refremed,  and  whofe  prayers  were  offered  for  a 
hlcfling  to  come  upon  you,  io  this. 

lo  It  may  generally  be  observed,  that  a  man  who  is 
k  Ps  that  is  found  faithful  or  unfaithful  in  a  fmall  truft  will  prove 
to  he  fo  in  a  greater  j  accordingly  it  is  ufual  to  advance 
fM'  ful  aiuT  io  an  honeft  diligent  feyvant  from  a  lower  to  an  hjghev 
Butch  •.  aod  lie  poll :  But  no  prudenr  per  Con  will  ever  venture  to  do 

Jt'iiViiuJjoi"  by  onc  *hat  i9  treacherous. 

alio  in  much,  X I  If 

NOTES, 

•  Some  fuppnfe  that  the  Lord  here  intend-  empty  and  tmfatisfyijig,  prettifau*  and  diff- 
ed  is  Chrtft  hivnfclf,  who  palled  this  judg-  apfyiinting  to  the  expeditions  of  thole  that 
mrnr  xtpnfi  the  fteward**  condiiCL  place  tlicie  happincfs  in  them.  And  yet 

f  Mamwtn  (ignihes  riches ;  end,  tatted-  they  may  likewise  be  Jo  called,  becattfe 
ing  to  the  heathen  theology,  the  jod  of  they  are  often  unjufUy  obtained  and  poflef* 
piemy  \  And  all  thetramre*  of  this  world  jb),  ahuftd  tod  made  the  means  of  wrrapty 
are  here  railed  the  mammon  or  riches  of  un-  iffgmany,  aid  u«  the  pfflj  fOfliap,  of  uifc: 
Ti^htconlhefi^  in  oppo&ion  to  (ax***™)  rijbicous  oea, 
the  true  tichef,  ver*  ir,  bccaufc  they  « 


*7* 

et  If  therefore 
ye  iuve  not  bcvn 
bithful  lq  the  im- 
ij^hfoos  mam- 
moil,  who  will 
commit  to  your 
trail  the  true  rki- , 
«? 

ix  A  ltd  if  ye 
have  not  bttn 
faithful  ia  thit 
which  is  another 
Itiqr/s,  who  ihsil 
give  yo«  chit 
which  is.  your 
Wfi.  ? 


1}  Mo  frrvjnt 
tia&rvttwo  mat¬ 
ters  :  for  either  he 
*riU  hate  the  onc#  r 
and  Idvcth^lhei'i 

ordihhe  wiilhoid 
to  the  one,  and 
<kfpft  the  other." 
Ye  cavout  ib-ve 

God  aja<d  mam- 
moa* 


14  And  the  Phi- 
Ttfeci  a)  to,  wiw 
were  covetous  , 
heard  all  theft 
things;  and  they 
derided  him* 


ij  And  hefjid 
unto  them  ,  Yc 
■tie  they  which 
jollify  yoarfttres 

before  men:  hut 
God  Itnoweih 
your  hearts  :  for  . 
that  which  is  - 
highly  erteemed 
amonjft  men,  is 
abomiiutbii  in 
l|w  fight  of  God* 
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I  ti  If  therefore  you  are  fo  unfaithful,  as  not  to  im- 
'  prove  the  mean  and  pcriihing  enjoyments  of  this  world 
I  for  the  great  ends  for  which  God  committed  them  to 
,  youi  charge,  how  can  ye  e$pe&  that  he  fhoutd  ever 
inrruit  yon  with  the  more  important  and  fubitanrial 
1  riches,  that  relate  to  the  heavenly  world  ? 

12  And  if  yc  acl  the  part  of  diJhoncll  towards  in 
in  the  management  of  the  good  things  of  this  life, 
which  are  not  yuur  own,  but  which  God  has  commit* 
ed  to  you,  as  a  trull,  to  be  employed  for  hts  glory,  and 

.  the  good  of  others,  and  which,  in  a  little  while,  ye 
mull  leave  to  ye  know  not  wbqm,  how  can  yc  expttfc 
that  be  fliou'd  enrich  you  with  thofe  better  rreafures, 
which,  when  oner  they  are  bellowed  upon  you,  are 
that  god  part ,  "which,  by  the  conflitution  of  his  cove* 
nam,  jhcill  never  be  tahen  from  you  ? 

13  Add  to  all  this,  that  it  is  rmpoffible  for  any  one  to 
be  heartily  engaged  in  the  intcicfts  of  twv  matters, 
whofe  demands  are  dire&Iy  oppofice:  For  if  he  loves 
one  of  them,  and  lays  himfelf  out  in  his  fervkr,  he 
mud  of  necclGty  be  averfe  to  the  other,  and  chufe  to 

r  neglect  his  affairs.  Thus  it  is  with  refpeft  to  God,  and 
"the  riches  of  this  world;  the  man,  who  fupremely  loves 
God,  as  his  chief  good,  will  defpife  all  earthly  trea* 
fuses,  when  they  come  in  competition  with  him,  and 
w'll  ule  them  to  honour  and  pleafe  him  ;  hut  the  man, 
who  has  an  inordinate  affection  to  this  world,  will  dif- 
re'lifh  and  negteil  the  ferviee  of  Ged,  and  make  religi¬ 
on  ittdf  fubfervient  to  his  fecular  views.  (See  Jam.iv.  4.) 

14  Some  of  the  Pharifets ,  a  covetous,  hypocritical 
fet  of  men,  being  preieut,  heard  this  difeourfe,  and 
treated  Chi  ill  with  contempt  for  k;becanfe,  though 
they  couki  not  confute  ir,  they  were  refolved  to  comply 
with  dire&isns,  which  Uy  fo  entirely  oppofite  to  their 
darling  lulls. 

15  But,  though  he  knew  how  to  defpife  the  fhame, 
he  Teproved  them  for  their  fin,  faying,  Ye  indeed  ver¬ 
bally  difclaim  every  charge  of  iniquity j  and  by  your  out* 
ward  (hews  of  uncommon  devotion,  and  great  exaftneis 
in  ceremonial  obfervances,  pafs  for  extraordinary  faints 
in  the  eyes  of  men:  But  God  fees  through  the  inmolt 
pride,  covetoufnefs,  and  hypociify  of  yonr  hearts  ;  and 
fo  ye  {land  quite  other  wife  in  his  account  than  in  theirs  : 
for  your  bigh  pretences  to  holinefs  and  piety  among 
men,  who  can  only  fee  your  outward  appearances  and 
profeffions,.  are  deteftaUe  in  the  judgment  of  God, 
who  fees  you  as  ye  are,  and  beholds  all  the  fecret 
and  governing  vilcneft  of  your  hearts  ;  and  he  will  re- 


Ch.  x«. 


if  The  law  and 

fheprophtf  a  wtrs 

tint'll  John ;  fine* 
that  ( l:n:- the  tin  jj- 
Gem  ot  G'^L  is 
pitched,  *nd  *- 
v^'ry  man  pjtfttji 
into  it. 


tt  And  it  is 
cafier  tor  heaven 
ami  earth  to  pafc, 
thin  one  tittle  of 
*t;  \x¥  to  fait. 


iS  Whofoercr 
pimeth  his 
Tvife,  anti  oi ant* 
ah  mother*  com- 
mkttdi  *lultciy : 

whofoevrr 
mavricth  her  that 
js  put  nvnijr  frt*m 
pa  lu;sJ  j  and  ,a>ra  - 
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je&  you,  and  -admit  others  to  his  favour  inyour  room, 
not  with  it  an  ding  your  high  conceit  of  you rfc Ives,  and 
contempt  of  them,  as  veil  as  of  me  and  my  doctrine* 

16  For  the  Old  Teltamem-difpcnlation,  which  prefi¬ 
gured  and  prophdkd  of  the  Meffiah.  continued  till 
John  appeared  to  point  him  out  unto  the  people ;  and,  a 
that  diipenfation  was  in  a  manner  confined  to  the  Jews* 
ye  have  an  high  opinion  of  yuurfeives,  on  account  of 
your  external  compliances  with  it :  But,  from  the  time 
of  John  the  Baptifi,  a  difpsisfation  of  much  greater 
light  and  grace  began  to  be  publiihed  j  and  now  mul* 
tit  udes  of  portions,  of  what  nation  or  chara&er  foever, 
even  publicans,  and  tinners  of  the  Gentiles ,  are  ear* 
neftly  defireoos  of  bearing  and  embracing  the  gofpel, 
are  putting  is  by  faith  for  an  intereft  in  its  hleflings, 
and  are  admitted  to  them,  though  they  are  no  observers 
of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  law. 

17  And  yet  the  law  is  not  hereby  made  void ;  the 
prophecies,  types,  and  lhadows  of  the  Old  Teftament 
are  fully  accomplifhed,  and  the  moral  law  is  honoured 
and  confirmed,  by  the  gofpel ;  its  precepts  are  explain¬ 
ed  by  tny  doctrine,  and  are  exemplified  and  fulfilled  by 
my  obedience  j  it  is  eftahlilhed  as  an  dTential  law  of 
01  y  kingdom  and  as  an  eternal  and  unchangeable  rule 
pf  riglnco u fuels  •,  its  obligations  are  enforced,  and  the 
practice  pf  it  is  fectored  upon  the  mofteffe&ual  princi¬ 
ples  ;  So  that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  fhall  fooner 
fail,  and  the  whole  frame  of  them  be  diffolved,  than 
any  precept  of  this  law  (hall  be  difmnulled  by  tbe  New 
Tdtament-difpenfauon,  which  is  defigned  to  vindicate 
it  from  all  corruptions,  to  reftore  it  to  its  primitive 
purity,  and  to  difcountenance  all  depraved  affections 
tliat  lye  in  oppofition  to  it,  as  appears  (among  other  in- 
fiances)  in  that  which  relates  to  the  original  law  of 
marriage. 

18-  Mofes  indeed  permitted  a  man,  in  various  cafes, 
to  give  his  wife  a  bill  of  divorce,  and  put  her  away,  for 
the  preventing  of  greater  mifehief,  which,  through  the 
perverfenefs  of  your  hearts,  might  have  enfued,  {Matth, 
xi*>  8.)  but  to  (trike  at  the  root  of  all  iniquity,  and 
reduce  this  ordinance  to  its  primitive  inftirution,  which 
was  moft  fuitable  to  the  date  of  human  nature,  X  declare 
that  this  (hall  be  permitted  no  longer ;  but  that  whom¬ 
ever  (hall  divorce  his  wife,  and  marry  another,  except 
it  be  on  account  of  his  firft  wife’s  having  been  guilty  of 
adultery,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth,  v.  32.)  he  himfelf 
(ball  be  accounted  an  adulterer ;  and  whofoever  (hall 
piarrv  the  divorced  woman  (hall  be  accounted  an  adul¬ 
terer 


giitceth  adultery* 


iyTbeitwis  a 
cerium  rich  man, 
vhich  wu  clothed 
in  jmrpku^d  fine 
linen,  and  fired 
iunpfnou fly  eve- 
ty&wy. 


so  And  there 
wa£  a  cr.min  brg- 

gar  Ddniffj 

1-ha,  *hldi  *as 
laid  at  Ins  gate, 
full  nf  forw, 

-ii  And  deft* 
tin£  H^hefcd  with 
the  oumbvmjrch 
fell  iron)  the  rich 
m  an*uble:  bi  ore- 
over,  the  dng* 
cauic  and  licked 
Ju*  loro* 


t>  Audit  came 
to  paft,  that  the 
logger  died,  and 
vas  curried  by  the 
angels  Into  Abn~ 
bun^i 


•  By  the  rich 
Chrift  perhaps  i 
£*rarwj  which  L 
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terer  too,  lie  having  no  lawful  claim  to  her,  whilft  her 
firft  hufband  is  alive. 

19  Our  bicJTed  Lord  having  thus  reproved  the  Pha¬ 
risees  for  their  pride,  covetoufnefs,  and  hypociify,  re¬ 
turned  to  his  difeourfe  about  the  right  life  of  temporal 
riches,  and  represented  rhe  great  danger  of  perverting 
them  imo  felfilh,  fenfual  and  licentious  purpofes,  in  the 
following  parable,  facing.  There  was  a  man  of  a^very 
large  eftate,  who  indulged  bimfclf  to  the  utmoft  in  the 
enjoyment  of  it :  He  was  arrayed  in  the  richeft  and  fi¬ 
ned  appaicl,  with  purple  robes,  like  a  nobleman  ora 
prince,  and  feafted  on  the  mod  delicious  rarities,  and 
elegant  dainties  every  day.  So  many  of  the  rich  men  of 
this  world,  fpend  all  their  treafures  upon  thcmfelves,  to 
appear  gay  and  great,  to  gain  the  admiration  of  others, 
and  to  gratify  their  own  fenfual  appetites  in  all  the  lux¬ 
uries  of  life  that  wealth  and  art  can  provide. 

20,  it  At  the  fame  time  there  was  a  certain  man, 
fitly  named  Lazarus  *,  who,  being  reduced  to  pcrfeQ 
beggary,  and  all  over-fpread  with  ulcers,  was 

laid  at  the  rich  epicure’s  gate,  where  he  begged  for  the 
broken  meat  or  fciapvs,  yea,  rather  than  fail,  for  the 
very  crumbs,  that  the  dogs  ufed  to  pick-up  wider  the 
table:  But  this  profufe  and  unnatural  man  hardened  his 
heart  agiinil  his  miferies  and  his  cries,  and  wonld  take 
no  notice  of  him,  to  order  him  the  leaft  relief;  and  yet 
(***<*  *«*)  his  fores  were  fo  grievous,  that  the  very  dogs 
got  about  him,  and,  (hewing  more  pity  than  their  cru? 
el  mailer,  licked  them.  So  many  of  God’s  own  chil¬ 
dren  are  among  the  poor  of  this  world,  and  afflicted 
with  diilempers,  pains,  and  fores,  as  well  as  others; 
in  thefe  circumftances  they  are  fometimes  call,  by  pro¬ 
vidence,  in  the  way  of  rich  and  fenfual  men,  who  have 
ability,  but  no  hearts  to  relieve  them,  and  will  rather 
walle  their  fuperfiuities  upon  their  dogs,  than  refrefh 
the  bowels  of  thefe  poor  (aims  with  them,  and  are  more 
unnatural  and  unmerciful  than  the  brutes  thcmfelves. 

22,  23  But  (*‘)  in  a  little  white  the  poor  diftrefled 
beggar  was  rtifmified,  by  death,  from  all  his  affli£tive, 
wretched,  and  nrceflitous  circum (lances ;  and  bis  foul, 
as  the  departing  fouls  of  all  believers  are,  was  immediate¬ 
ly  conduced,  with  fafety  and  grandeur,  under  a  convoy 
of  angels,  to  a  (late  of  glory  and  bleflednefs,  where 
be  had  the  honour  and  the  delight  of  being  lodged  and 

chcrilhcd. 


NOTH. 

man  clothed  in  purple,  for  hit  help,  he  might  mean  fomt  eminently 
jointed  to  JJtrwf  ;  and  by  pious  man  or  that  name,  who  was  1  known 
tgniCe*  one  who  h*s  God  beggar  u  th*£e  dijs. 
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ham’s bofa 01 :  the  cberiflied,  like  one  leaning  on  Abrahanti  bofom,  amldft 
^ aXi«-*s bmi*  thc  r‘c*1  entertainments  o£  the  heavenly  world f. 
el!  The  rich  man  likewise  died,  as  well  as  the  poor  beggar> 

i,  i  J  A"l-“  hel*  and  had  a  pompOus  funeral,  which  finifhed  all  his  elo- 
bdng;n?wm7pts’,  r7  >  but,  alas !  how  infipid,  vain,  and  worth lefe  were 
and  teeth  Abn-  the  I  aft  honours  paid  to  his  formerly  pampered,  and 
1^"  L^rit"^  n°W  ”,^cn^ble  and  loath/ome  carcafe,  whilit,  at  the 
his  ImCrnb  feme  time,  bis  foul  was  no  longer  con fcmus  of  them, 
but  was  tortured  rn  the  midA  of  terrible  agonies,  which 
is  the  cafe  of  all  that  die  tn  their  fins,  how  grand  foe* 
ver  their  lives  and  burials  were:  For  in  his  feparate 
ftatc  *,  immediately  after  the  death  of  the  body,  he  fell 
under  executions  of  vindictive  wrath,  for  his  abufcs  of 


14  And  be 

rrird,  and  ft W, 
lather  Ahrah  ra, 
hive  mercy  on 

mcv  uid  fend  Lj,~ 
lanu,  that  he 
may  dip  the  tip 
ot  his  finder  in 
water,  &nd  cool 
my  tongoe;  for 


God*s  goodntfsj  and  there,  furrounded  wirb  devils  and 
damned  fpirits,  his  companions  in  hideous  horror,  he 
had  a  difeovery  of  the  feat  and  company  of  the  bleffedf 
at  a  great  diftance  from  him,  which  aggravated  his  own 
ttiiferr*  and  that  fo  much  the  more,  as  he  there  beheld 
poor  Lazarus>  whom  he  had  lormerly  neglected  and 
defpifed,  lodged  with  fafety,  honour,  and  joy  in  the 
very  bofom  of  Abraham  himfelf. 

24  The  rich  man  feeing  Lazarus  poffefledof  all  hap* 
pinefs,  and  himfdU  plunged  intnall  mfupponable  mife* 
ries,  cried  out  to  Abraham 4*  with  great tarneftnefc,  in 
the  dcfpairing  agony  of  his  foul,  O  thou  Father  of  all 
IfraditeS)  have  compalfion  upon  me,  who  am  one  of 
thine  06 spring,  amt  who  hoped  to  be  blefled  by  tby  co 
vertant,  as  a  defeendent  from  thee,  order  Lazarusy  I  be* 
Teeth  thee,  to  come  hither,  and  give  me  a  little  relief, 
though  it  be  no  more  than  a  drop  of  water,  banging  on 
the  tip  of  his  finger,  might  be  to  cool  the  tongue  of 


one 


NOTES- 


|  Abraham's  befit**  wm  a  phrrft,  by 

which  the  Jews  cxprrffcd  the  happiori*  of 
the  fools  of  the  righteous,  immediately  upon 
their  death,  which  they  ufed  to  fay  were 
carried  thither  by  good  And  this 

riefcfiptioii  of  heavenly  bWlcdneli  fwoit  to 
allude  to  the  porture  that  was  cwflonwry  a- 
mungthe  antients  at  thrlr  feafts,  where  the 

cucOs  fat  leaning  backwards,  the  foraJ  in 
the  bofom  of  the  firft,  and  fo  on  to  the  * 
Thus  the  beloved  dl&iple  ita»t  m  bo- 

fim  ;  {Jib#  xtii*  sj.)  And  fo  pttor 
m  had  the  honour  and  the  felicity  of  being 
placed  next  to  Ahrahm^  the  father  of  the 
frith  fill,  and  the  friend  of  God,  to  ftiarc  fo 
communion  and  reft,  in  rcfrelhment  and 
entertainment  with  him,  as  Chrift  doe*  with 
hit  Father,  wbo  is  iaid  to  be  in  his  hfijru 
{Jfiha  L  18,) 

•  A#**,  the  vfotd  here  tranflated  h&9 


properly  (Sgnifics  the  Daft  of  feparaie  fouls  ; 
and  u  apt»cvfs  from  hvacc,  as  alfo  from  this 
rich  man's  having  five  brethren  ftitt  leaving 
upon  earth*  under  the  means  of  graccT  that 
hi*  mtfery  and  Lazarus***  bJcflodnefs  imene- 
dutely  ioilowt:!  (hdr  rcfpc^liTe  deaths,  (ho* 
their  different  frames  are  repretented,  in  a  fi¬ 
gurative  ftrun,  by  moll  aflifting  images, 
taken  from  the  Iralj,  and  from  what  wo 
know  to  he  mofl  fentibly  touching  to  it,  in 
the  painful  or  pleaffon  way. 

T  The  follow*  ngeun  reflation  between  thfl 
rich  man  and  Atraijam  is  not  to  he  literally 
underrtooJ,  as  if  in  foft  fuch  difeourfe  had 
pafled  between  them  ;  it  is  only  a  repiefm- 
tation,  by  horrmvtrg  language,  of  the  hap¬ 
py  and  mifcrahfc  ftue  of  things  and  of  the 
fenfe  which  t]ie  righteous  and  wicked  have 
of  them,  in  the  other  worlds 


Jain  tormented  id 
•bit  fame. 


%$  Bat  Ahrt- 
fctmfiul,  San , re- 
member  ihattbno 
fn  thy  life  time  re¬ 
ceived  IT  thjmod 
things,  and  like* 
w(e  Lazarus  evil 
things  i  but  now 
he  is  comforted, 
and  thou  art  tar- 
mttaL 
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one  in  the  midft  of  a  raging  fire,  which  it  the  livdieft 
emblem  of  what  I  feci :  For  I  am  dreadfully  tortured, 
under  the  fenfe  andimpreflions  of  divine  vengeance,  as 
in  an  intolerable  flame.  So  the  fenfual  and  floorifhing 
linner,  who  neglected  and  fronted  the  people  of  God 
in  their  poverty  and  aftli&ion,  being  mifcrably  torment¬ 
ed,  immediately  after  death,  in  hell,  whatever  his  re* 
ligious  privileges  were  on  earth,  would  be  glad  to  re¬ 
ceive  any  favour,  though  ever  lb  Little,  at  their  hands 
to  whom  they  refufed  the  leaf!  kindnefs  before. 

25  Dut  Abraham  bid  him  reflect,  as  the  damned  in 
hell  can  do,  upon  his  own  and  tdzaniz’a  former  and 
prdent  circumftanccs,  faying,  You  are  indeed  my  fon, 
according  to  the  flefh,  and  bad  many 'privilege  a  asfuchy 
hut  how  unworthy  have  you  a&cd  of  the  father,  from 
whom  yon  vainly  boaft  of  your  defc«*nt  ?  and  how  un¬ 
gratefully,  as  well  as  foolUldy,  have  you  finned  away 
the  advantages,  which  might  have  been  hoped  for  from 
thence?  Confider,  that  you,  whilffc  on  earth,  had  rich¬ 
es,  pomp,  and  plcafure  in  abundance :  'rhefe  were  all 
the  good  things,  that  you  deGred,  efleemed,  and  pla¬ 
ted  your  happinefs  in ;  thefe  you  ofed  only  for  yourfrlf  j 
and  having  abufed  thefe,  through  the  hard n eft  and  im¬ 
penitence  of  your  heart,  no  further  good  remains  to  you 
for  ever.  And  confider  that  LaZarus,  whilfl  he  lived 
in  the  body,  was  deftitute  and  afffitted,  pining  with 
hunger,  and  a  defpicahle  obje£t  in  human  view :  Thefe 
circumftances  were  very  uncomfortable  to4  him  ;  thefe 
he  received  with  fubmiluon  and  patience,  from  the  fove- 
feign,  holy,  all  difpoftng  providence  of  God;  and  fome 
of  thefe  he  received  immediately  from  cruel  and  unmer¬ 
ciful  men,  who,  like  you,  fliut  up  their  bowels  of  com- 
paflion  agaiult  him.  Put  now  the  tables  are  turn’d,  all 
his  evil  things  are  paft  and  gone,  and  lie  poflefles  blef- 
fednefr  without  allay  y  but  all  your  good  things  are  at 
an  end,  and  you  are  infupportably  tormented :  And  how 
can  you,  who  would  not  allow  him  a  crumb  of  bread, 
expert  a  drop  of  water  from  his  hand  now  ?  So  none  of 
the  enjoyments  of  the  (inner  and  none  of  the  afiti&iona 
of  God’s  people,  reach  any  further  than  the  prefenl 
ftiort,  pcrifhing  life ;  the  famt  at  death  will  exchange 
his  forrows  for  all  comforts  j  and  tbe  Tinner  will  ex¬ 
change  his  mercies  for  all  miferies,  and  fhall  then  be 
forced  to  remember  all  that  palled  on'  earrh,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  will  condemn  himfelf,  and  add  a  (ling  to 
his  torments,  and  will  juflify  God’s  righteoufnefsin  in- 
fiiftiog  them. 

26  Abraham  furthermore  added*  Ah  poor  wretch!  the 

titte 
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And,  bdidcs 
*11  this,  between 
■ nd  you  there 
i&  i  great  gulffix- 
ed:  Jo  thai  they 
which  would  puls 
fro  m  hence  to  you 
Cuiaot  ;  neither 
can  they  paft  to 

HSj  that  Titottfd 
frtmi  iluuicC' 


Then  he 
faid,  I  pray  thee 
therefore  father, 
chit  th  on  would 
fend  him  to  my 
father's  hoitfe : 

a8  For  1  have 
five  brethren;  chat 
he  map  Certify  un¬ 
to  them,  HI  they 
alfo  come  into 
this-  place  of  tor- 


iff  Abraham 
faith  onto  him, 
They  have  Mofcs 
and  the  prophets; 

let  them  hear 
ifrrm* 
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time  of  mercy  and  hope  is  nov  over;  God  hath  fixed 
fuch  a  vaft  and  unpayable  difiance  between  the  Happy 
and  the  mifcrable,  by  an  irrevcrfiblc  decree  and  fentence, 
that  if  any  of  us  were  ever  fo  delirous  to  go  and  relieve 
you,  it  wouM  be  abfolutcly  impofliblc  to  do  it  ;  and  it  is 
as  impoilible  for  any  of  your  difirefil-d'  company  to  come 
to  us,  and  (hare  in  our  joys,  though  they  were  ever  fo 
earned  in  attempting  it.  So  the  date  of  every  foul  at 
death  U  unalterably  fixed  in  heaven  or  hell,  there  is  no 
medium  j  to  one  of  thefe  tt  nmfi  go,  and  there  abide 
for  ever. 

27,  28  Then  the  rich  man,  defp;»iijng  of  any  com¬ 
fort  for  himfeif,  faid  to  Abraham,  I  entreat  thee,  by  alt 
the  tendernefs  of  a  father,  to  fliew  me,  at  lean,  lb 
much  favour,  as  to  difpacch  Lazarus  to  my  father's 
houfe,  where  I  have  five  brethier:  dill  living,  who  are 
your  offspring'too,  that  he  may  acquaint  them  with  the 
true  (late  of  things  in  the  eternal  world:  Let  him  tell 
them  what  a  dreadful  condition  my  (ins  hjve  brought 
me  into;  and  let  him  warn  them  of  the  danger  of  tread¬ 
ing  in  my  deps,  left  they  fhare  with  me  in  tny.  plagues, 
and  increafe  my  guilt  and  torment,  for  having  drawn 
them  into  ruin  by  my  example.  So  though  there  is  no* 
compalfion  or  charity  in  hell,  yet  the  damned  there  are 
in  fearful  expectation  of  growing  mifcrics,  when  their 
companions  in  iniquity  come  thither  ;■  and  as  their  pu- 
nidunent  is  already  more  than  they  know  how  to  bear, 
they  would  fain  have  every  thing  prevented,  that  might 
add  fiill  further  to  their  diflrrfs. 

29  To  this  Abraham  replied,  No  re  q  tie  ft  can  be  grant- 
ed  to  you,  who  are  under  an  irrevokahlc  fentence  of 
damnation  ;  and  as  to  what  you  alk  for  your  brethren, 
it  is  unreafon ablet  God  will  not  go  out  of  his  appoint¬ 
ed  and  fettled  way  to  humour  you,  or  them;  they  have 
fufficient  notices  and  warnings  in  the  writing*  of  Mofes 
and  the  prophets,  which  they  may  read  as  often  as  they 
pleafe,  and  which  are  read  and  preached  in  the  fyna- 
gogues  every  fabbatb-day :  H  therefore  they  would  c- 
feape  the  torments  of  the  damned,  and  obtain  the  blef- 
fednefs  of  the  righteous,  let  them  attend  to  thofe  in- 
ftru&tons,  which  God  has  already  afforded  then)-  So 
tinners  In  bell  will  find  no  expedient  to  prevent  their 
increaling  calamities ;  and  Gnncrs  under  the  means  of 
grace  upon  earth  mufi  ftand  or  fall,  according  to  their 
ufe  or  abufe  of  thofe  means,  having  no  room  to  expeft 
that  God  will  convert  them  by  voices  or  vifions  from  tha 
other  world,  or  go  out  of  his  ordinary  and  inflituted 
my  to  fitvc  them, 

30  The 
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jo  Audhefaid, 
Nvf)'  father  A- 
hrvbam  i  hut  if 
one  went  unto 
them  from  the 
dead*  they  will 


30  The  rich  man  anfwered,  Nay,  father  Abraham, 
what  I  urged  for  them  is  more  likely  to  be  effectual  than 
what  you  mention:  The  doQrincs,  the  commands  and 
threatening^,  contained  in  the  law  and  the  prophets* . 
aie  become  fo  common  and  familiar  to  therii,  (bar  they 
the  lefe  regard  them  3  but  what  I  (peak  of,  would  be  a 
new  and  (t range  thing*  and  fo,  much  more  nffe&mg 
and  convincing!  And  therefore  if  fuch  an  one  as  Laza- 
ruiy  who  was  known  to  be  a  good,  though  a  poor  and 
afflicted  man  upon  earth,  were  to  rife  from  the  dead,  on 
purpofe  to  tell  them  of  the  vaftly  important  things  of 
the  invilible  world,  and  to  adtbomfh  and  warn  them  by 
his  own  and  my  example,  they  could  not  but  be  brought 
to  alter  their  fentimeno,  and  to  turn  from  fin  fo  God, 


that  they  might  efcape  my  torments,  and  enjoy  his  blef- 
fednefc.  So  people  infenfible  of  the  power  of  natural 
corruption,  and  of  the  neceffity  cf  divine  grace  to  make 
an  effectual  change  upon  tbe  heart  and  life,  arc  apt  to 
Imagine  that  fame  other  means  would  be  more  effectual 
to  converfion,  than  thofc  which  God  himfclf  has  ap¬ 
pointed, 

And  btfaid  31  But  Abraham  replied  again,  If  they  wi»I  nor  be- 
oniohim,  Here  the  warnings  given  by  Mefes  and  other  itffpircdt 

^ei,r ,n<*  writers,  whofe  doflrine  is  plain,  and  has  b  en  confirm- 

utit her  will  they  ed  by  unqueflionable  miracles;  an  exprefs  fent  from  the 
1m  perfuadetl  tho’  dead,  might  indeed  llarde  and  furprize  them,  but  they 
ooeroft  from  the  w0uld  give  no  more  credit  to  his  teftimony  than  they 
do  to  that  which  tbey  have  already,  and  which  is  kfs 
liable  to  be  fufpefted  of  any  fraud :  So  the  fame  depra¬ 
vity  and  perverfenefc  of  heart,  which  will  not  he  prevailed 
.upon  by  ordinary  means,  would,  were  a  man  left  to 
himfelf,  as  effectually  throw  off  the  influence  of  all  ex¬ 
traordinary  ones  whatfoever;  and  it  is  only  by  the  blcf- 
fing  of  God  on  his  own  appointments,  that  any  caa 
warrantably  expert  convcrGon  and  falvation. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  are  all  the  enjoyments  of  this  tranfitory  life,  but  trulls,  which  God  has 
committed  to  us  for  his  glory  and  doing  good  ?  Wt  cannot  hold  them  long,  and 
a  day  of  reckoning  will  quickly  come,  God  only  knows  how  foon,  when  every 
one  of  us  mnft  give  an  account  of  our  Rewardfltip  to  him ;  and  O  how  great  in 
the  concern  that  we  be  found  faithful  in  the  great  day  !  How  tooiifh  is  it,  and 
how  contrary  to  the  roaximsof  common  prudence  in  other  affairs,  to  be  mure  in* 
duftrinus  in  profiling  earthly  riches,  than  eternal  treafurcs !  Who  that  is  as  wife 
for  another  world,  as  prudent  men  are  for  this,  would  not  ufc  all  his  opportu¬ 
nities  and  advantages  here,  in  fubfervience  to  everlafting'  abodes  of  bldJcdncfs 
hereafter  !  And  they  only,  who  are  canicft  in  pre fifing  after  them,  can  expeft  tw 
obtain  them.  How  watchful  (hould  we  be  againft  all  nnfiithfuincfs  and  iniquity 1 
fioce  little  fins  lead  on  to  greater,  and  an  abufe  of  lower  trufts  and  enjoyments  is 
&  juft  reafoa  why  Ged  Otould  deny  us  higher  1  0ut'  alas  bow  apt  are  covetous 

proud. 


Cli.  rriU  Tht  Etyangfti/l  Lcie  parcpbr&ftd*  lyy 

proud*  and  hypocritical  people*  and  all  under  tbe  dominion  of  an*  fin,  tode* 
ride  reprotrf*  rather  tfuit  fait  under  conviction  by  it!  And  how  often  is  that* 
which  it  of  high  account  with  men,  abominable  in  God\i  light*  who  knows  the 
heart*  and  whole  law  is  a  rule  of  righteoufiK'fs  and  of  judgment*  which  never 
CHti  be  rrverfed  :  How  inconfidenble  and  worth  left  arc  ad  the  ridica  of  thij 
world;  i’tnce  God  fets  fo  light  hy  them,  as  to  bcftuw  them  with  the  greatefl.  af¬ 
fluence  on  wicked  men*  and  they  grow  wovfe,  info-ad  of  better  by  ti^m4  con- 
fuming  them  on  their  lulls !  And  how  much  more  deiirahlo  is  the  lot  of  the  pooreit 
and  moft  diftrefTed  Chriflian  upon  earth*  whole  evil  Urines,  which  wilt  foot)  have 
an  end,  arc  only  in  this  world*  and  whole  good  things  will  be  enjoyed  :u  the  next 
with  everlafiing  and  unutterable  delight*  than  that  of  the  richell  (inner*  whofe 
uncertain  and  unlatisfyiug  comforts  are  confined  to  this  Ihort  and  van:  filing  life* 
and  who  will  be  (tripped  of  all  enjoyments*  and  exchange  them  For  infbpporfcable 
and  cudlcfc  torments  in  the  world  tocome  !  There,  immediately  after  death,  tins 
diftrent  dates  of  unnrixed  happlncfs  or  miftry  will  be  unalterably  fixed  for  ever, 
to  the  exceeding  joy  of  the  now  afflicted  heliever,  aud  to  the  utter  confuLinn  of 
the  impenitent  epicure.  And  O  how  terrible  will  the  reflections  oftnfk  fouls  be 
then,  bow  much  foever  they  may  Q»ght  and  triilc  about  their  eternal  concerns 
now  !  Hut  buffed  be  God,  that*  on  this  fide  hell*  there  is  yet  room  for  a  happy- 
change  of  ftate;  from  nature  to  grace,  from  wrath  and  curfe  To  favour  and  a 
blelfing,  by  means  of  God*a  word  and  the  miniflry  of  it*  but  if  by  i  licit:  we  ar^ 
not  brought  to  repentance,  there  is  no  room  to  expert  that  any  other  means  will 
be  given*  or  be  made  eflofhial  for  that  pui  polc*  How  earned! y  therefore  fhouM 
wc  beg,  that*  while  we  are  in  this  world  of  mercy,  thegofycl  nuyhe  let  home  u- 
pon  mir  hearts  by  the  bklTcd  Spirit,  and  fo  may  be  the  power  of  God  to  our  own 
fJvation  I 


CHAP.  XVII. 


CbrijPs  difeouffe  about  offences  and  forgiving  of  injuries ,  i, — 4,  About 
faith  ami  humility,  5,— io.  His  curing  ten  lepers*  it,— iy.  And 
his  account  of  the  nature  of  Us  kingdom*  and  of  the  defir  action  of  the 
Jevtijh  nation ,  20 , — 37. 


Text. 

Then'  aw  he 

untnthedif- 
ciplHiftfeimpoft 
fibk  but  that  of* 
(cutes  will  come: 
hut  vo  ur.fy  him 
thro*  whom  they 
co  cue. 


o 


1  tl  were  better 

for 

VOL.  II. 


PARAPHRASE. 

|tJR  Lord,  turning  his  di (com fe  to  his  difciples, 
re-minded  them  of  fevera]  things  which  he  had 
delivered  to  them  before,  (Mat.  xviii.}  faying,  Such 
is  the  wicLednefs  and  perverfenefs  of  mankind,  and 
fuch  their  palfions  and  prejudices,  that  it  is  morally 
impofiible,  but  that  occaCons  will  arifc  to  the  {tum¬ 
bling  and  falling  of  many.  It  is  therefore  to  be  ex- 
petted  that  perfecutors,  feducers,  and  carnal  profef- 
fore  will  ufe  fuch  violence,  vent  fuch  corrupt  doctrines, 
and  lead  fuch  fcandalous  lives,  as  will  grieve  and  dif- 
courage  fome,  and  pervert  others  from  the  fimplicity 
of  the  gofpel,  and  draw  them  into  fin  :  But  great  will 
be  the  guilt  and  ruin  of  that  man,  through  whofe  er¬ 
rors  and  evil  practices  any  fuch  ollcnlive  and  injurious 
things  (hall  be  brought  into  the  world. 

1  It  would  have  been  much  better  for  him  to  have 
undergone  the  word  of  capital  punithments,  from  the 
M  j'  hands 


17* 
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£>rhimthatamil~ 
A** fit  w<rc  hand¬ 
ed  about  hit  iierk, 
anJ  he  ait  into 
the  f<M,  iliau  rhat 
he  ihoitld  offend 
one  of  thefe  liulc 

ODCS. 

3  Take  heed  to 
youricl''c&?  it  thy 

hroihertrefpafo 
Rjfdcifl  thee,  w* 
hkc  him;  :.nd  if 
he  repent,  forgive 

Umv 


4'Andifhe  tref- 
paffi  agdult  thee 

fcren  times  in  a 
day,  and  fcvtti 

ajpin  to  thcc,  fty- 
ingj  rcfxrnf;  rhuu 
ihidt  forgive  hioy 


f  And  the  a- 
podlCS  LVd  LB  to 
tJic  Lord^Incvcafe 
oar  faith* 


d'Anil  the  Lord 
jhid,  If  ye  hud 
faith  as  a  grain  of 
muftard»fced,  vc 
might 


hands  of  men,  fuch  as  being  thrown  into  the  Tea  with 
a  great  (tone  about  his  neck,  to  drown  him,  than  that 
he  Ihould  have  lived  to  dtihonour  and  provoke  God  fo 
highly,  and  to  bring  fuch  dreadful  mifcrics  upon  him- 
felt,  by  doing  fo  much  mifcluef  to  any  one,  even  of 
the  weakeft  of  them,  who  believe  in  me*  (Aftf^A*xviii*6.) 

3  Take  heed  therefore  that  by  your  example,  doc¬ 
trine,  or  mifeonduef,  ye  do  not  lay  f tumbling-blocks 
in  the  way  of  any,  or  become  an  occafion  of  fadden- 
ing  their  hearts,  or  of  drawing  them  into  fin  ;  but  do 
all  that  in  you  lyes  to  encourage  them,  to  prevent  their 
falling,  and  to  recover  them  from  chexr  falls ;  in  or¬ 
der  hereunto,  if  one,  who  is  called  a  brother,  fhodd 
affront  and  injure  any  of  you,  be  watchful  over  your 
ownfpirit,  that  it  be  not  filled  with  prejudices  ag&inft 
him,  or  again!?  me  and  my  gofpel  for  his  fake*  but, 
in  a  prudent,  tender,  and  brotherly  manner,  endea¬ 
vour  to  convince  him  of  his  fault*  and  of  the  greater 
mifchicf  it  docs  to  himfeif  than  to  yon;  and,  when¬ 
ever  he  difeovers  a  concern  for  it,  pafs  it  by,  and  be 
heartily  reconciled  to  him* 

4  Yea,  fuppofe  it  Ihould  happen  that,  through  for- 
getfuhiefs,  carelcflhcfs,  imprudence,  and  the  like,  he 
ffrould  foon  and  often  repeat  his  offence,  even  to  feven 
times  in  one  day,  and  ihould  as  often  renew  acknow¬ 
ledgments  of  it,  with  promtfes  to  take  care  that  he  be 
no:  guilty  of  the  like  for  time  to  come,  fo  that  he  at 
ljft  feems  to  be  in  good  earneft,  go  on  (till  to  forgive 
him,  perfeVering  in  your  duty  toward  him,  till  you1 
thoroughly  overcome  and  reclaim  him* 

5  The  apcftles  having  heard  Chrift's  charge  about 
thefe  great  and  difficult  duties,  which  Lay  fo  contraiy 
to  natural  refentments,  were  much  affe&ed  with  a  fenfc 
of  their  excellence  and  importance,  and  of  their  own: 
indifpenfible  need  of  his  fpecial  affiitancc  for  putting 
them  into  practice;'  and  therefore  carneftly  be  fought 
him,  as  their  Lord,  that  he  would  ftrengthen  their  faith 
in  God's  fergivenefs  of  their  own  great  and  multiplied 
provocations,  and  would  draw  it  into  lively  exercifer 
for  deriving  (Irength  from  him,  whereby  they  may  be 
inclined  and  enabled  to  anfwer  thefe  high  demands* 

6  And  the  Lord  Jcfus  replied.  If  your  faith  in  me 
be  of  the  right  kind,  though  it  were,  comparatively 
fpeaktng,  as  fmall  as  a  grain  of  mu  (lard-feed,  it  has 
fuch  a  vigorous  communion  with  my  fiffnefs,  that,  in 
its  proper  exercife,  ye  might  perform  all  thefe  difficult 
duties,  which  by  yourown  power  are,  and  in* your  own 
fcnfe  of  things  may  fetm  £0  be  33  hard  and  impoffiblc 
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night  fay  onto  for  you  to  do^  as  It  is  by  a  bare  word*  to  root  up  tbat 
Ee^tjtw’pSuekcd  f/Comorc-free,  which  ye  fee  growing  in  the  earth,  ami 
up  by  the  nxit,  to  plant  it  in  the  fea  :  And  thefe  duties  are  as  cafy  to 

c<i1t thefae^wd  true  ^av*nE  faith,  by  ftrength  derived  from 

h  'atoUT  obsy  me»  *»fach  tranfplanring  of  a  tree  can  be  to  a  miracu- 
yuu.  Ions  faith  }  for  ye  may  do  all  things  through  my 

ftrengthenings,  ( PJ/iL  iT.  13.} 

7  ButwHcS  of  *  y  Bat  always  remember  that,  how  great  or  difiiculc 
you  liiivmg  uer-  dudes  fbever  ye  perform  for  the  glory  of  God.  vour 
feeding «rtlc,»iU  o*n,  or  others  good;  as  toe  urengtn  whereby  ye  do' 
fty  unto  him  by  them  is  from  him  through  me,  fo  ye  can  dcfcive  no- 
andby,  when  he  j^ing  at  bis  hand  on  their  account.:  For  if  any  of  you 
fcU,  Co,  and  lit  have  a  fervant  who  is  your  own  property,  and  whom 
down  to  aw!  you  maintain  at  your  own  charges  to  do.ycur  butinels  ;■ 
when  he  has  been  plowing  your  land,  or  feeding  your* 
cattle,  and  returns  home,  do  you  immediately  order 
him  to  go  to  fupper*  before  you  yourfeif  hare  been  tai- 
ved  ? 


fl  Andvrifl  not 
iithcr  fiy  uuio 
tim*  Mike  ready 
fthercu'ith  1  may 
f  "p,  mJ  *l'y- 

fdt,uul  ferifC  mct 

till  l  hm  cuts 
a nj  drunken;  and 
aftrreard  dioa 
fait  eat  and 
drink  ? 

p  Ltarh  httfunk 
that  icrfint,  be* 
ttiifc  be  did  the 
things  lhac  were 
tomtuanded  hup? 
I  tro^  not, 
to  So  Ifltcwffr 
Je ,  when  y t 
navcdonealLlhofe 
things  which  *re 
commanded  you, 
iaytWcareuupro- 
iublc  fervuus ; 
He  luve  done 
that  v*  hi  ch  whs 
out  doty  to  do. 


jfr  AftdUcamc 

iO 


8  Or  rather,  will  you  not  charge  him  fo  do  the  ne- 
ceflary  buftncls  of  the  houfe,  in  order  to  your  own  flip¬ 
ping,  and  then  wait  upon  you  at  table,  till  you  haVtf 
done  eating  and  drinking  ?  and  after  all  this,  but  not 
before,  do  not  you  ufe  to  bid  him  take  bis  own  tapper* 
io*  refrefh  bimicH  ? 

9  And  when. his  matter's  injunction  shave  been  com¬ 
plied  with  in  all  thefe  things,  does  he  think  himfelj  in¬ 
debted  to  that  fervaut,  or  obliged  to  return  him  thanks 
for  it?  No,  by  no  means*  he  having  done  no  mord 
than  his  matter  had  a  right  to,  and  the  duty  of  his  owii 
place  required, 

10  Even  fo  (he  cafe  Rands  between  the  great  God 
and  you;  Ye  are  his  fervauts,  and  abfolutc  property, 
and  ought  to  be  fo,  more  than  any  creature  can  be 
yours  ;  and  when  yc  have  gone  through  one  tar  vice,  iif 
obedience  to  his  commands,  ye  mutt  not  think  youl> 
fehres  discharged,  but  go  ofi  With  the  great  eft  applica¬ 
tion  and  diligence  to  another,  as  long  as  he  has  any 
thing  for  you  to  do ;  and  ye  mutt  continue  waiting  u- 
pon  him,  and  waiting  his  time,  before  ye  re  it  front 
your  labours,  and  are  entertained  with  e7erkfting  re- 
frefhments  :  And  after  all  that  it  was  poflible  for  you 
to  do,  by  the  richctt  fupplics  of  grace  and  ttrength,  yc 
mutt  humbly  own  that  ye  could  merit  nothing  at  the 
bands  of  the  fovefeign  Lord  of  all,  nor  l;ry  tire  leaft  ob¬ 
ligation  upon  him,  no*  nof  fo*  much  as  to  drferve  any 
thanks  from  him,  becaufe  ye  have  only  done  what  was 
your  proper  bufinefs  and  indifpenfibU  duty  t>  ita. 

1 1  As  Jefus  was  afterwards  travelling  to  Jervf.ilcpu 

34  3  b  *  / 
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he  by  a  facial  deftgn  of  providence  took  the  courfe, 
which  carried  him  into  thofe  parrs  of  Samaria  that  lay 
next  to  Galilee^  amt  To  pjfled,  as  it  were,  iev  the  midft, 
between  tbofc  countries  ** 

12  And  as  he  came  near  to  a  certain  village,  ten  Ifr* 
prous  perfons,  who  were  excluded  from  towns  and 
common  conversion,  becaufe  of  their  uncleannefs, 
were  got  together  to  converfe  with,  and  condole  one 
another  f,  and  they  meeiing  with  our  bldTrd  Lord, 
and  knowing  whq  he  was,  kept  at  a  diftance  from  him, 
in  obedience  to  the  law,  {Lev,  xiiu  4 6*)  and  under  a 
fenfe  of  their  own  unworthmefs ; 

13  But  believing  that  he  was  able  to  clcanfe  them, 
they  called  upon  hiin  with  a  loud  and  earned  cry,  as 
witn  on^  confent,  and  one  voice,  faying,  Jcfus,  thou 
ccmpalTioiiate  Saviour,  who  haft  the  nuftcry  and  do¬ 
minion  over  ail  difeafes,  look  upon  our  miferable  con¬ 
dition  with  an  eye  of  pity,  and  cure  us  of  our  leprofy* 

14  And  he  feeing  their  ditlrcfs,  and  their  faith  and 
Importunity  for  healing,  took  pity  on  them,  refolving 
in  him  fell  to  magnify  his  power  and  good n eft  by  grant¬ 
ing  their  requrft  :  In  order  thereunto,  he  bid  them  go 
and  prefent  themfeives  to  feme  of  the  priefts  at  Jfrtfa 

^thty  v^utahcY  fokm*  according  to  the  appointment  of  the  law,  {Lev* 
vertdeanfedi  xiv*  2.) ;  thereby  intimating  that  they  fhould  pronounce 
them  clean,  and  thereby  give  a  public  testimony  to  his 
miracle  in  cleanfing  them;  And  as  they  were  going, 
iu  obedience  to  [ns command,  they  all  found  tbemfebes 
reftored  to  perfect  health  ;  the  power  of  Chrift  being 
as  cflefhiai  to  recover  them,  vvhen  they  were  corporal* 
]y  at  a  di -lance  from  him,  as  if  they  had  ftiJl  been  be¬ 
fore  him, 

n  And  one  of  15  Then  ^  one  of  them,  finding  what  a  wonderful 
them  ,  when  he  work  Chrift  had  wrought  upon  himfelf  a 3  well  as  the 

he*Ldt  turned  Tcit  °*  his  companions,  was  fo  affedted  with  it,  that 
hack,  and  with  a  he  went  back  again  to  him,  with  a  heart  full  of  grati- 
£lC1'  tUt*e  a1^  i°y*  ^cing  as  earneft  to  proclaim  the  praifes 
of  God  with  a  loud  voice  for  bis  cure,  as  he  had  been 
before  to  beg  for  it : 

16  And  MI  16  And,  pro  ft  rating  himfelf  with  profound  humility 
^his  f°n  aml  reverence  at  Jefus*  feer,  he  particularly  returned 

him  thunks  to  him,  who  was  the  immediate  author  of 

he  ‘  this 

NOTES. 

*  Light  f,  H*r,  Hcfr,  to  be  difefnrgcd  from  the  eo?t£inem cot  llicy 

t  tlury  mitjiit  have  lieitJ  of  Chris's  had  been  uoilor,  by  tCiifoii  of  their  Lepruty  ; 

coining  rlvit  and  might  be  got  to*  and  then  all  bm  oitc  went  ibmtt  their  bult* 

E*  *  V°.wa*t  tor  ^ln''  cc(s>  without  taking  snv  timber  notice  of 

*  T«  likely  tlut  thvy  di  went  Co  the  the  hfJifcflr they  had  received. 
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paf;t  as  he 
went  to  Jeruk- 
lem,  that  he  puff¬ 
ed  through  the 
mid  ft  of  Samaria 
and  Galilee* 
ix  And  :t*  He 
entered  hi:o  a 
certain  vLil  t^e, 
there  met  him 
ten  men  that  were 
kpers  s  which 
flood  afjr  olf. 


13  And  they 
lifted  up  thfir 
voices,  2nd  find, 
Jtfus ,  Mailer  , 
Lve  mercy  on 
us. 


And,  when 
he  law  thoti,  he 
laid  unto  them. 
Go  ftiew  y  cur¬ 
l'd  ve*  unto  the 
pridts*  And  it 
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lie  uu  a  foitiari* 

tart. 


17  And  Jefus 
artfivcring  Aid , 
Wen;  then  not 
ten  clean  fed,  blit 
where  are  iJte 
niric  .* 

j3  There  are 
nut  found  ihit 
returned  to  ph:ve 
f\  *ry  m  God  , 

£*vc  iliii  ftrugcjr. 


T9  And  he  frid 
unto  him,  A  rife, 
liiy  way ;  thy 
iitth  nath  made 
ti;cc 


10  And  when 

he  ua*  ikmaufkil 
of  the  Phari&c* 
when  Ehc  ting’ 
dflm  of  God 
fhaoid  eomet  he 
anfacicd  them a 
nnd  l!iid»  The 
kir^Hiun  of  God 

eomtfb  not  with 

ohici  Vat  ion. 


11  Neither  ft) all 
thryt^y,  i.olicrr, 
cr  lo  there  ;  for 
behold  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  is 
within  you* 


this  great  deliverance  :  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  the 
grateful  creature  who  thus  honoured  him,  by  doing  the 
duty  which  the  reft  neglrded,  was  a  Samaritan,  who, 
as  fuch,  knew  and  profclled  left  than  the  Jews,  nine  of 
which  were  healed  with  him. 

17,  18  But  (Jt)  Jefus,  knowing  what  he  had  done  in 
curing  them  all,  fa  id  publicly,  by  way  of  reproof  to  the 
Jews,  and  approbation  of  this  Samaritan?  Wat  not  the 
fame  mercy  (hewn  to  ten  lepers,  in  their  heing  all  heal¬ 
ed  at  once  ?  what  is  then  become  of  the  other  nine, 
who  are  mine  own  countrymen,  and  proo  fs  the  God 
of  Ifrael,  and  from  whom  it  might  moil  of  all  have  been 
expe&ed,  that  they  ftmuld  render  thanks  according  to 
the  benefit  beftowed  upon  them  ?  How  is  it  that  none, 
but  this  ft t anger  to  the  common  wealth  of  Ifrael ,  is 
came  back  to  glorify  God  for  his  mercy  to  him  ?  What 
a  better  feufe  of  gratitude  and  religion  does  he  difeever 
than  they  ?  and  wbat  a  reproach  is  this  to  them  ? 

19  Then,  turning  himfclf  to  the  Samaritan,  he  en¬ 
couraged  and  comforted  him,  faying,  Get  up  from  your 
proftration  at  my  feet  i  go  in  peace  :  I  have  obfrrved 
your  faith,  exprefled  in  your  prayer  and  piai/es,  which 
hath  been  uncommon,  and  hath  obtained  a  cure  for 
you  with  rich  advantage,  not  to  your  body  only,  but 
likewife  to  your  foul  *. 

20  Our  bleffed  Lord  and  his  difciples  having  often 
declared  in  their  preaching,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
was  at  hand ,  forne  of  the  Ph&rifees ,  atked  him,  when  it 
ftiould  be  fet  up  in  the  world  ?  In  anfwer  to  which  be 
faid,  Your  notions  of  the  Mefliah’s  kingdom,  are  very 
wrong,  while  ye  imagine  that,  like  earthly  kingdoms,  it 
will  make  a  pompous  appearance  in  externa!  riches  and 
grandeur,  and  will  rife  and  fpread,  by  temporal  power^ 
to  draw  the  eyes  of  the  people,  ,nd  force  their  fu bj .r- 
tion  toils  feeptre  j  theft  things  are  not  fuitable  to  its 
nature. 

ai  Nor  fhall  any  be  able  to  fay,  Behold  in  this  or  the 
other  particular  place  is  the  Mcfliah’s  throne  and  court, 
or  this  or  that  is  the  city  or  nation  where  he  reigns. 
No,  the  gofpel-kingdom,  which  I  am  came  to  erect,  is 
altogether  fpirttual  in  its  nature,  power,  and  de- 
ftgns,  fuited  to  the  benefit  of  fouls  for  another  world  ; 
it  works  inwardly  in  men’s  hearts  and  confciences,  and 
makes  wonderful  revolutions  there,  turning  them  from 

dar  briefs 


NOTE. 

*  AH  thefe  lepm  hid  faith  to  be  hcilcJ,  to  the  illvarion  of  r'-e  foul,  Thfati- 
hui  this  fjitli  U’d  fomztliiiiE  fmjeuUr  ve»  /Jrf,  ni+vz  m 
ia  It  \  and  Cbrifl's  afifw:  Jl’cnw 
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thrknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God ; 
Behold,  therefore  it  is  already  begun  in  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpcl,  and  in  the  converfion  of  fome  among  your- 
felves,  though  ye  perceive  it  not  ;it  is  ww)  in  the 
hearts  of  thofe  among  you  that  believe,  though  inviiible 
to  others. 

ti  AndhtTiid  22  He  likcwift,  directing  his  difeourfe  to  his  difci- 
umntHciUiLiiw;.,  pjCJ)  fajd.  Do  not  ye  entertain  any  fond  notions  of  the 
Crum-  wiitii  ye  temporal  glory  of  my  kingdom  :  for  fuch  tribulations 
JeSre  to  fts  will  beftll  you,  together  with  the  whole  nation  of  the 
T"L  die  *  sun  3«f  J*™**  and  fuch  fw  re  reftraints  will  be  laid  upon  you, 
null,  mid  yeihdl  be  foie  ye  have  fulfilled  your  minifltry,  that,  in  thofe 
pm  ftc  ii.  times  of  fore  diftrefs,  ye  would  be  glad  of  one  fucb  day 

of  my  pvfonal  piefence  with  you  on  earth,  as  ye  now 
enjoy  j  hut,  alas !  ye  will  with  for  it  in  vain, 
s  5  And  they  13  And,  in  the  audit  of  the  difappointmenu  and 
pull  fay  tt»  voa,  trouhies  that  will  furround  you,  fome  will  pretend  to 
fibril?  pinot'tf-  tcll  you,  that  the  Mtfliah  is  in  this  or  the  other  private 
kt  than,  nor  fcl-  place,  or  in  this  or  that  city,  ready  to  deliver  his  follow - 
low  the*:.  crp,  aiu|  to  pUt  an  en<j  [0  a]{the  troubles  of  thofe  days* 

However,  do  not  let  your  fondnefs  for  his  perfonal  pre¬ 
fence  incline  you  to  give  any  heed  to  them,  but  look 
Upon  all  fuch  reports  as  faffe  and  foolifl). 

44  Tor  as.  the  24  For  as  the  lightning  does  not  (hine  merely  in 
.  that  this  or  that  particular  part  of  the  heavens,  but  darts  at 
flfi: Tor  once  ihro’  all  the  air,  fo  the  Me  AG  ah  will  not  appear 

<!rrlv;A'?n,  tr.in-  in  this  or  that  particular  place  only,  when  he  comes  to 
tht'r 1,1  a'"/  'und-r  and  advance  his  kingdom  in  the 

{itf  ivaA  Vo'lfiuil  wofld  :  but  vengeance,  by  his  providence,  fhall  fodden- 
aiib  the  on  <-f  ly  fpread  through  all  Judies  to  cut  off  his  obftinate  e~ 
nian  bs  in  1ns  nemies  5  and  the  gofpcl,  by  the  mighty  power  of  hi? 

Spirit,  fjiill  fly  like  lightning  through  the  nations,  and 
prevail  with  wonderful  fuccefs  among  the  Guitilef ,  fat 
and  wide. 

itiit  firft iB'jft  25  But  before  all  thefe  things  come  to pafs, the  eter- 
K  fuiiir  ma,ir  nal  purpofe  of  God,  the  ancient  prophecies,  the  rights 
irfuSl*  of  "this  tc*  divine  juft  ice,  the  wickednefs  of  the  Jew,  the  per- 

fc£lion  of  the  gofpeUftare,  and  the  eve  flailing  falvation 
of  the  church  make  it  nectffary,  that  I,  the  Mcifiah, 
(hould  undergo  many  grievous  fuffe  rings  of  pain  and 
fliame,  even  to  the  word  of  deaths,  by  the  unbelieving, 
fpiteful,  and  wicked  Jnus  <jf  this  age s  After  this, 
my  gofpcl  will  diffiife  its  light  thro*  the  earth,  and  my 
vengeance  will  fall  upon  thofe  mine  enemies  all  at  once, 
and  before  they  are  aware,  juft  as  it  was  in  the  deftruc* 
tion  of  the  old  world,  and  of  Sodom. 
j*  And  it  26,  27  For  as,  in  Noah’s  days,  the  people  went  on 
^siijEj.e<i:.y>  «r  fc<jyre?  arjj  merrv,  and  bufy,  following  the  affairs  and 

1  ~  diverfions 
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diveitions  of  life,  and  contrafling  nrnmges,  in  expec¬ 
tation  of  continued  fafety  ami  pieafiire ;  yea,  they  mock¬ 
ed  at  that  holy  man’s  warnings)  rather  than  gave  any 
heed  to  them,  and  fo  they  continued  fo  do,  till  on  a 
fuddeo  the  deluge  came,  and  fwept  them  all  away. 

28,  29,  30  And  jufi  as  in  Lot's  age*  the  people  of 
Sodom  lived  in  fenfualtry  and  fccurity,  gave  themfclvea 
up  to  the  lufts  of  the  flefb,  and  to  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  traflick,  provided  for  pofttrity,  and  defpifed  the  ad¬ 
monitions  of  that  righteous  man,  as  if  they  were  in  no 
manner  of  danger  i  and  fo  they  lived  at  a  carnal  and 
riotous  rate,  till  the  very  day  on  which  he  left  that 
city*  and  God  poured  utter  ricftruftion  upon  them  and 
consumed  them  all,  hy  a  dreadful  tcmpefl  of  extraordi¬ 
nary  lightning  from  heaven.  Even  fo  the  unbelieving 
Jews  will  per  lift  ubftiimely  in  the  purfuit  of  hufmeis 
and  pleafurc,  hi  rheir  wicked  courfes,  and  in  expecta¬ 
tion  of  a  temporal  Saviour ;  will  defpife  all  (he  warn¬ 
ings  which  I  and  my  apoltlea  ftiall  give  them:  And, 
will  continue  fo  to  do,  till  the  very  rime  that  my  righ¬ 
teous  fervants  fhail  be  hid  with  fafety,  and  my  ven¬ 
geance  fhall  come  with  Hidden  furprilc  upon  mine  c- 
nemjes,  by  the  hands  of  the  liana  ns,  to  their  utter  de* 
ftruflion  *■ 

3f)  32  When  an  army  therefore  {ball  come  to  be- 
fiejic  Jeru/alem^vdio^y^r  would  be  fafe,  let  him  fly  with 
fuch  fpeed,  as,  if  he  be  on  the  top  of  his  houfe,  not  to 
go  into  if,  (fee  note  on  Matth •  xxiv.  17.);  and  if  he  be 
abroad  in  the  Acids,  not  to  go  home,  to  take  care  of 
even  his  moil  valuable  treafure  there;  And  for  ymir 
caution  againtt  hankering  After  worldly  pofleflions,  when 
God  fliall  call  you  to  fly  for  your  lives  from  among  the 
people  of  his  wrath,  remember  how  Lot’s  wife  was  de~ 
llroyed,  and  turned  into  a  pillar  of  fait,  as  a  monument 
of  divine  vengeance,  only  for  lingering  and  looking 
back  with  a  wifhfui  eye  upon  her  temporal  concerns  in 
Sodom%  which  God  had  nuiked  out  for  ddlnjfliorr, 

33  In  like  manner,  whoever,  in  the  terrible  days  I 
am  fpeakmg  of,  flu  11  think  to  focure  his  own  life,  by 
any  worldly  policy  in  difobediencc  to  my  commands, 
hy  giving  up  his  profelUon  of  my  name,  or  by  henik* 
ening  to  the  Jews*  and  fmfully  complying  with  them, 
lie  (hall  certainly  fall  by  the  righteous  judgment  of 

God 

NOTE, 

This  is  very  applicable  to  other  fiancri  a!t  cminfcl  and  Kpmof.  and  againil  ail  war- 
ajjcsj  and  particularly  at  the  end  of  limps  o\  ilcath  ni>J  id!,  to  thiir 

id  line  ;  Ttifv  cn  on  arckfs  and  ft>  ptvai  mulTt-minum,  Lhrid  iuntmon 


Noc,fo  (hall  it  be 
alJo  in  the  days 
of  the  Son  of 
man  : 

a?  They  did 
eat,  they  drank, 
tliry  married 
wives,  they  wtre 
given  id  mar- 
ruge.  until  the 
,d:ty  that  Noe  rct» 
tercd  imotbearfc; 
and  the  Jkxid 
came,  and  dc- 
ttroyt  J  them  all. 

18  Likefriical- 
foas  it  was  in  the 
eLysof  Lot,  they 
did  eat  ,  they 
drank  ,  they 

bought, they  fold, 
tiiCy  plamedjtliey 
buildcd* 

ip  lint  the  fame 
day  that  Lot  went 
out  of  $nd<iin,  ie 
rained  fac  and 
brim  ft  one  from 
Jieaven  1  and  de* 
fhoyed  them  all. 

3^1  Even  thus 
ftrafl  it  be  in  the 
jday  when  the  iron 
of  nun  is  reveal* 
<d. 

31  In  that  day, 
he  uhich  ihdl  l*e 
upon  the  hoafe- 
top,  and  htf 
in  tlithoulc,  Jet 
him  not  come 
dourn  tot«kcit  a- 
way  ;  and  he  that 
Is  in  the  field,  let 
him  liktwtU:  not 
return  back- 

31  Remember 
Lot's  wife. 

33  Wbofocvcr 
fh-ll  feet  td  (ave 
£«  life  frail  loft 


in  all : 

life  and  time  :  They  go  on  care kis  and  Jt>  gn 

cure  in  the  worldly  and  icrfual  temper  of  (.'ten,  before  they  are  au-tc,  tu  appear 

t  - _ .  . '..n  ~  -  - 


their  hearts,  hardoj;^  ilan;friw&  r^*luU  l;:s  awful  tiiiniDjl. 


1 84 


The  Ev&ngeltjl  Luke  paraphrafcd.  Cti.  xviiu 


it;  snd  whofo- 
tfwc'.i  finll  loic  his 
Itfc  itail  [^jCtVC 
it- 


34  1  fell  you, 

then; 

thill  he  t  *0  men 
in  one  bel;  \hz 
one  lhz![  he  liken 
■tui  i}iC.  other 
ihjtll  he  left. 

35  Two  wo¬ 
men  thill  Ik 
£  ringing  to£c  - , 
flier;  the  roe  thJl 
U  takewj  and  the 
other  left. 

Tu«>  milt 
fa-U  be  in  the 
field  ;  I  he  ortC 
liull  be  taken  and 
the  oilier  leit- 
37  And  thry 
anfucitd  and  i" a  iit 
unlohltn/WhcFC, 
J-nrd?  And  J;c 
faM  «ofo  them, 
Wlierefaver  the 
fjody  j(,  thither 
vill  the  caglti  be 
gilhered  to^c  ■ 
th^r. 


God  in  the  common  calamity  with  thfm:  But  he  who* 
notwith (tan ding  all  vilible  danger,  {hall  ftedfaltly  adhere 
to  me,  and  regard  the  notices  I  have  given,  (hall  be  in 
a  fair  way  of  efcaptng  the  miferies  of  that  dreadful  de¬ 
flation*  and  {hall  certainly  obtain  everlalting  life. 

3+>  3!*  36  Ye  may  depend  upon  thefe  things :  For 
I  who  am  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  Witiiefs,  af¬ 
fair  you,  that  in  the  darkeft  of  thefe  tribulations*  di~ 
ftingui  filing  a  As  of  providence  an  d  grace  {hull  appear 
to  fome,  beyond  others,  who  may  be  equal  as  to  their 
TiCtde  danger  and  circumftances  in  life  ;  like  two  men 
in  the  fame  bed,  or  in  the  fame  field,  or  like  two  wo¬ 
men  grinding  together  at  the  lame  mill ;  God  will  then 
feparare  the  precious  from  the  vile  $  one  {hall  be  taken 
into  his  peculiar  die  and  protection,  and  the  other  Hull 
be  left  to  perifh  in  the  common  ruin  for  his  iniquities* 

37  Upon  hearing  thefe  things,  the  difciples  put  the 
following  qu  eft  ion  to  him,  faying.  Lord,  where  is  it 
that  all  this  dellruction  on  one  hand,  and  fafaty  on  the 
other,  (hall  be  found  ?  And*  referring  to  the  Reman  cn- 
figns*  which  had  an  eagle  for  their  arms,  he  replied* 
Wherever  the  unbelieving  Jtws  ftiatl  be,  the  Raman  fol- 
diers  will  purfue  them  to  their  deftniAion,  while  others 
fliall  efcape.  And  according  to  a  proverbial  «preffion. 
As  thofc  quick-lighted  birds  gather  about  a  dead  car* 
cafe  to  devour  it,  fo  the  judgments  of  God  will  find 
out  estimate  finners,  wherever  they  are  ;  and  as  eagles 
fly  fwifrly  to  their  prey,  fo  wherever  Chrift,  the  Saviour* 
is  to  be  found,  thither  will  true  believers  flock,  with 
eager  defire  for  their  fafety  and  refrefhmcnt,  till  at 
length  they  fliall  all  be  gathered  up  to  him  in  glory* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Wh.it  an  imperfedb  wretched  world  is  this  !  How  fait  of  fins  and  farrows,  de- 
frlationfi  and  deaths,  of  infidelity  and  licrntioufncfe,  of  earthly  afftfUous  and  in¬ 
gratitude*  of  ftupidity  Atut  contempt  of  Chrift’a  word  and  warnings;  and 
how  expofed  to  fiirfricn  rurprizti  by  the  righteous  judgments  of  Cod  !  How  many 
often  (h  e  and  injurious  thmgs  are  found  among  the  profcfTore  of  ChrifVg  name* 
totbe  grieving  and  (tumbling  of  fome*  and  to  the  cverlufi  ingrain  of  others!  And 
what  heavy  woes  mnft  fill  on  thrir  brads*  whole  cornet  principles  and  practices 
are  the  occafions  of  iht-fe  mifehiefs  1  How  weak  is  the  fVnii  of  God's  owu  people; 
and  how  hard  do  they  fmd  it  to  come  up  to  felf~dcny:ng  duties !  How  prone  are 
tlu-y  to  offend  God  ai  d  one  another  l  How  backward  h  the  offender  to  repent, 
and  the  offmded  brother  to  forgive !  And  how  often  arc  Chrift’sriiicjplc-i  mourn¬ 
ing  the  want  of  bis  prefence,  which  fbtnctimes  they  have  enjoyed,  and  fid n 
would  be  favoured  with  again !  O  may  the  mi fcarr hires  of  others,  and  the  re¬ 
bukes  and  miferies  thereby  brought  upon  them,  he  a  caution  to  v.s,  that  we  be 
neither  ungrateful  to  God  and  our  Saviour,  like  t  he  nine  le  pets,  who  were  dean- 
fad;  nor  hanker  after  this  world,  like  Lot’s  wife;  nor  defpife  divine  warnings* 
jb  to  go  on  in  fin.  ti!J  death  and  judgment  furprife  us,  like  the  oM  world,  and 
ihc  iiiintbiUtiU  of  Sodom*  and  like  the  Jt  with  nation !  What  need  hire  wc,  under 

a  Rule 
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3  leafe  of  our  own  vilenefs,  to  cry  ont  with  the  lepers.  Lord,  have  mercy  upon 
us;  and,  with  a  dependence  on  his  power  and  ^race,  to  po  on  in  the  way  of  hi» 
appoint™ Qt  for  healing!  And*  under  a  fanfe  of  all  clifcourapement&>  how 
ihoold  we  fay,  Lord,  increafe  our  faith  ■  And  after  the  utmoft  that  we  can  at¬ 
tain  to*  in  a  way  of  duty,  what  low  thoughts  fiioukl  we  have  of  ourfdves  as 
unprofitable  fcrvanU,  who  defer  re  nothing  at  God  s  hand  !  And  wbat  honour* 
able  thoughts  Jhould  we  ever  have  of  Jefua,  as  a  divine  perfon*  and  the  tme  MeP* 
iiahj  who  is  the  author  and  finiJher  of  our  faith,  and  can  heal  and  fave  where- 
evtr  we  are,  as  if  he  were  viftbly  prefent  with  us ;  and  whofe  predictions  bare 
been  punctually  fulfilled,  with  ivgard  to  the  destruction  of  the  infidel  Jews,  and 
the  fprradiug,  like  lightning,  Among  the  Gen  tiles,  that  kingdom  which  is  of  a 
fpirituai  nature,  and  do  not  come  withobfenration,  but  lyes  within  men+s  iwn 
hearts !  And  whatfaever  we  may  fuller  from  men  for  Ckrift's  fake,  all  our  fafety 
and  happmefs  Ires  in  a  faithful  adherence  to  him,  who  is  tenderly  affected  toward 
the  weakeft  believers,  rtfentsthe  injuries  and  griefs  that  arc  brought  upon  them, 
and  will  difttnguifti  his  own,  and  gather  them  at  length  to  hirofdf  in  heaven. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 


The  parable  of  the  importunate  widow  %  t#— 8.  Of  the  Pharijie  and 
publican^  9, — 14+  CkrtjVs  kind  and  gracious  regard  to  infants  y 
— 17.  The  rich  ruler* s  coming  to  him ,  and  ChrtjVs  dijevurfe  on  that 
occafion  with  his  difciples,  18, — 30.  His  prediction  of  bis  own  fuf* 
feringSi  death)  and  refurreciiort)  34 — 34.  Jnd  rejhring  4  blind 
man  io  fight}  3 5> — 43- 


Teit. 

AND  he  fpake 
^  a  parable  on¬ 
to  rhero,  tc  V:a 
th~t  j ucn 
auglu  always  to 
pray,  and  not  to 
i*iut  ; 


*  Saying,  There 
in  a  city  a 
j udge,  which  fear¬ 
ed  not  Ooil,  nei¬ 
ther  regarded 
min* 


3  And  there 
wit  a  widow  ia 
thit  city,  and  file 
ciine  unto  him, 
frying  ,  Avenge, 
me  of  mine  ad* 
verfiry, 

4  And  he  would 
nol  for  a  while ; 

but 


•  Paraphrase. 

A  S  prayer  ia  the  duty  of  all,  and  helievers  are  a  ge- 
S*-  ncration  that  leek  God’#  face,  our  Lord  intimated, 
that  they  ought  daily  to  go  on  with  perfeverance  in 
that  duty,  and  not  give  way  to  dcfpondcncy,  becaufe 
of  any  prefent  troubles,  or  becaufe  their  prayers  are 
not  immediately  anfwercd :  And,  to  ftlr  up  a  holy  fer¬ 
vour  and  conftancy  therein,  he  reprefented  the  happy 
fuccefs  of  importunity  in  the  fallowing  (imilitude  : 

2  There  was,  faid  he,  an  unrighteous,  wicked  magi- 
Urate  in  a  certain  city,  who  had  no  confcicnce  or  ho¬ 
nour,  no  religion  toward  God,  nor  concern  for  his  own 
reputation*  among  men,  no  regard  to  right  or  wrong, 
but  only  to  his  own  palTions;  and  therefore  little  juflice 
or  mercy  could  be  exposed  from  him. 

3  And  in  the  fame  city,  which  was  under  the  jurif- 
didion  of  this  magi  ft  me,  there  was  a  certain  poor  wi¬ 
dow,  who  being  opprelTed  by  a  powerful  enemy,  and 
having  no  other  way  of  relief,  was  forced  to  apply  to 
him,  begging  that  he  would  plead  her  caufe,  and  do  her 
juftice,  as  by  his  office  he  was  able  aud  obliged  to  do. 

4  And,  for  a  while,  he  took  no  notice  of  her  petition, 
hardned  his  heart  againft  her  miferies,  turned, a  deaf  car 
to  her  earndt  cries,  and  would  do  nothing  to  redrefs 
her  grievance ;  But  (lie  continuing  time  after  time,  to 

follow 


>86 
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tat  afterwd  he 

laid  vkhin 

Though  I 
fcirnot  God,  nor 
regard  nun  ; 

f  Yet,  bccaufc 
this  widow  rrou- 
Ueth  roc*  1  will 
avenge  her,  kit 
hy  her  cniumoai 
coming  the  veuy 
jnc* 


6  And  the 
I^ord  hidi  Hear 
whft  the  unjoft 
judge  lakh. 


j  And  dull 
tiot  God  avenge 
his  own  tied, 
which  try  day 
.and  night  aoto 
him*  though  he 
h«x  tong  wiih 
|hdD^ 


%  I  tdl  you 
tfnt  he  will  *■* 
venge  them  fpee- 
dily.  Neverthe- 
UUf  when  the 
Sou  of  mut  com* 
tth,  (hall  he  find 
{akhoD  the  earth? 


follow  him  with  importunate  intreaties  $  and  taking  no 
denial,  he  at  length  thought  with  himfelf,  Tho'  I  have  no 
regard  to  confcitnce  or  bonefty,  to  the  fear  or  favour  cf 
God,  or  ro  the  reproaches  or  applaules  of  men, 

5  Y  ft,  for  mine  own  eafe  and  quiet's  lake,  1  will  do 
her  juAice,  and  deliver  her  out  of  the  hands  of  her  cru¬ 
el  adverfary  *  tell  Uhouid  be  perpetually  teized,  and  have 
no  reft  at  home  or  abroad,  by  reafon  of  her  repeated 
prefling  importunity ;  and  (o,  to  get  rid  of  her  he 
granted  her  requeft. 

6  Obferve,  faid  our  Lord,  how  even  this  hard-heart¬ 
ed,  unrighteous,  and  unmerciful  creature  owns  himfelf 
to  be  perfectly  overcome  by  the  earned  aod  continued 
intreaties  of  this  poor  woman,  and  how  he  refolved  to 
elpoufe  her  cauie  agiiuft  her  oppreflur,  though  be  had 
no  value  for  her,  or  concern  for  her  miferies* 

7  How  much  more  then  will  the  holy  and  gracious 
God,  who  has  filled  himfelf  a  God  hearing  prayer,  and 
delights  in  mercy,  attend  to  the  cries  of  them  that  call 
upon  him,  and  arife  for  the  fucconr  and  falvation  of  his 
own  chofen  people,  whom  he  Jovea,  and  whafe  concerns 
lye  near  his  heart  ?  Can  ye  think  that  be  will  not  do 
this,  when  thep  are  in  any  temporal  or  fpiritual  trouble, 
ami  when,  according  to  bis  own  appointment  and  their 
duty,  they  wrefile  with  him  in  their  continual  prayers, 
though  for  wife  ends  he  may  exercife  forbearance  to¬ 
ward  their  enemies,  and  may  try  bis  people's  patience, 
by  deferring  his  vindication  of  their  righteous  caufe  to 
the  fitted  feafon  ? 

8  1  allure  you,  that  ere  long  he  will  hear  and  deli¬ 
ver  them :  His  compaflionate  nature  and  will,  his  affec¬ 
tion  and  promifes  to  them,  and  peculiar  propriety  in 
them,  bis  juft  vengeance  againft  their  enemies,  and 
righteous  regard  to  their  high  prieft  and  advocate,  the 
glory  of  his  own  name,  and  the  in  ter  eft  he  himfelf  has 
in  their  caufe  as  bis  own,  and  his  delight  in  their  belie¬ 
ving  and  fervent  prayers,  will  certainly  engage  him  to 
hear  and  anfwer  them  in  due  feafon*  Cut,  notwithftand- 
iog  all  this,  whenever  the  time  fliall  be  at  hand,  in 
which  Chrift  will  remarkably  appear  againft  their  per¬ 
fecting  enemies  in  this  age  among  the  Jeatt  or  in  a- 
np  after-ages  among  the  Gentilesy  and  in  which  he 
Jhall  come  to  execute  judgment  upon  all  the  wicked  and 
ungodly,  and  to  fare  his  elc£l  at  the  hit  day,  how  few 
true  believers  and  faithful  men  will  then  be  found 
on  the  earth  ?  how  few  that  have  any  faith  in  him,  and 
particularly  concerning  his  coming  ?  and,  among  fin- 
cere  Chtiflians  themfelvcs,  how  few  will  be  found  in 

a  lively 


Cb.  ivuL 
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a  lively  exercife  of  faith,  praying  vith  holy  importuni¬ 
ty  and  continuance  for  it  ? 

9  Andhefpakc  9  OurSaviour  having  encouraged  and  enforced  the 
thi*  panbU  «n-  duty  of  importunity  and  pcrfeverance  in  prayer,  pro* 
tn>fkJUb)  them-  seeded,  in  another  (uppofcd  tnftance,  to  caution  againfk 
febtt  that  they  a  felf-righteous  Phari laical  fpirit,  which  moll  bs  ie* 
ve?  ’  no“ncc{*»  and  to  recommend  humility  and  felf-abafe* 

*”6<I  ment)  which  mutt  have  a  place  in  the  heart,  if  ever  we 
find  acceptance  of  our  pcrlons  and  prayers :  And  he 
diretled  this  difcourfc  to  a  fct  of  people,. who,  like  the 
Pbarifuft  had  high  confidence  in  their  own  merit,  and 
made  this  ohetr  great  plea  with  God  for  acceptance, 
and  who  looked  with  contempt  and  difdain  upon  others, 
as  not  worthy  to  be  regarded  of  God,  or  compared 
with  themfdvcs* 


10  Two  men  IQ  To  illuftrate  this  defign  he  laid,  Two*  men  of 

went  up  inu>  the  yety  different  characters  went  up  *,  at  the  fame  tune, 
them  T  phUh  w  prefent  their  prayers  to  God  in  cbe  temple,  one  of 
fee,  and  the  oilier  them  was  a  proud,  felf-conceited  Pharifet,  who  trufted 
a publican.  in  hi$  own  righteoufne£s  to  recommend  him  to  divine 

acceptance  j  and  the  othrr  was  a  poor,  humble,  peni¬ 
tent,  felf*coudemned  publican,  who  had  an  afiefting 
fenfe  of  bis  own  guilt  and  vijtnefs,  and  of  his  abfolute 
need  of  pardoning  mercy, 

11  The  Phi-  11  The  Pharifte  ftood  by  himfelf,  with  great  forma- 
rife*  flood,  and  jity*  jn  a  place  where  he  might  be  taken  moft  notice  of, 

ood**!  aiJd  made  his  addrefs  after  this  lofty  and  cenforioiu 
flunk thcc,  th»  1  manner,  1  tbank  thee,  O  God,  thou  author  of  my  be¬ 
am  nm  u  ether  for  the  noble  powers  with  which  thou  haft  endow- 
tionmT’unjnft^  e<*  me»  ^7  m7  own  wife  and  careful  improvement  of 
adulterers,  «r  el  which,  I  nave  kept  myfdf  from  biing  fo  wicked  and 
vn, « thj*  puijli-  irreligious,  as  («*■«»«}  the  reft  of  the  world.  I  am  u* 
can'  cruel  opprelfor,  no  knave  or  chear,  no  adulterous  or  un¬ 

clean  perfon  •,  nor  am  I  guilty  of  any  of  the  vices  which 
in  particular  yonder  poor  defpicable  wretch,  the  publi¬ 
can,  has  doubtlcfs  committed ;  none  of  all  this  iniquity 
is  found  with  me. 


It  !  faft  twice 
in  the  week,  I 
titheiof  all 
that  1  poilcfe. 


i*  And  the 
publican  flailing 
&fii  of,  vwilj 
ii  o£ 


I  a  But  lam  a  perfon  of  more  than  ordinary  piety 
and  holincfs ;  I  keep  a  folcmn  faft  two  days  in  every 
week ;  and  I  devote  the  tenth  part  of  all  my  worldly 
poflefllons  to  religious  tifes,  whether  they  be  tithable 
by  the  law  or  not. 

13  On  the  other  hand,  the  poor  publican,  like  3 
truly  humble  and  contrite  penitent,  ftood  at  a  great 

diftance 


NOTE. 

*  tliftMipIc  flood  npon  mount  Miwi;  cmfe  it  m  not  only  the  appointed  place. 
It  wn  uluai  for  the  people  uf  G  w!  to  go  bui  likcwUc  the  medium  nf  kcccptjiblc  ffQh 
^  tbitLrr  apd  offi*  their  prayers  there,  bo-  Grip,  *s  it  via  a  type  of  ChrilL 


not  lift  up  To 
much  a*  his  eyes 
VDtohmoi,  but 
finoic  upon  his 
hreaHr  ,  frying  , 
Cod  be  merciful 
t»  me  a  fiimer* 


The  Evangefift  Luke  par&pbrafed.  Ch.  xviu.' 

didance  from  the  holy  of  holies,  as  unworthy  to  draw 
nearer,  and  as  deferving,  that  God  ihould  for  ever  be¬ 
hold  him  afar  off;  yea,  fo  deep  was  the  fenfe  he  had 
of  his  own  vilenefs,  that  he  feared  it  would  beprefump- 
toous  for  him  to  lift  up  fo  mnch  as  his  eyes  to  the  ha* 
hication  of  God's  glory  in  heaven  ;  but,  looking  down¬ 
ward  with  dejection,  he  beat  his  bread,  as  if  he  would 
take  revenge  upon  his  own  wicked  heart,  and  cried  out 
with  great  earndinefs,  O  thou  God  of  all  grace,  mercy 
and  not  merit  is  my  plea,  I  mod  humbly  befccch  thee 
to  'be  propitious  to  me,  (  J  a  poor  perilhing 

(inner,  as  thou  (licw’ft  thyfelf  to  be  unto  fuch,  by  the 
atoning  Sacrifices  offered  at  this  place,  and  by  the  mer- 
cy-feat  here. 

14  Then  our  Lord  added,  I  adore  you,  that,  what* 
foever  opinion  thefe  two  men  fevcrally  had  of  themfclves, 
or  others  might  have  concerning  them,  the  humble, 
fclf-abafing,  penitent  and  believing  puhlican  returned 
home  discharged  from  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  ac¬ 
cepted  of  God,  and  not  *  the  proud  felf-juftifying 
Pbarifee :  For  whofever  is  righteous  in  his  own  eyes, 
or  conceired  of  his  own  goodnefs  to  the  contempt  of 
others,  and  expc&s  that  God  fliould  accept  Him  on  ac- 
. count  of  any  merit  in  himfelf,  (hall  be  rightcoully 
.brought  low  to  his  utter  confufion  and  ruin  \  but  every 
one,  who  is  felf- diffident,  mean,  worthlefs,  and  vile 
in  his  own  eyes,  depending  entirely  on  the  mercy  of 
Grid  for  pardon  and  acceptance,  as  he  has  difeorered 
himfdf  to  he  propitious  to  fmners  through  an  atone¬ 
ment,  (hall  be  gracioufly  advanced  to  cndJefs  glory. 

15  After  this,  Come  of  the  believing  'Jrsvs,  who 

were  concerned  for  their  childrens  happinefs  as  well  as 
their  own,  brought  babes  in  their  arms,  and 

prefeuted  them  to  Cluift,  defying  that  he  would  lay  his 
hands  upon  them,  as  a  fignal  of  his  owning  them,  and 
conveying  the  bleflings  of  his  kingdom  to  them,  (fee 
the  note  on  Mark  x.  1 3.)  according  to  a  famous  pro¬ 
phecy  of  the  Mefiiab's  days,  that  God  would  pour  bis 
Spirit^  upon  their  feed ,  and  bis  bUJfmg  upon  their  off- 
fpringy  (Ifa.  xliv.  3.)  But  when  his  difciples  obferved 
their  attempt,  they  {hewed  a  difpleafure  at  it,  and  went 
about  to  prevent  them,  left  it  fliould  lead  the  way  to  a 
pra&ice,  that  mighr  be  too  fatiguing  ro  their  Lord,  and 
prevent  what  they  took  to  be  more  important  work. 

16  But 

NOTH. 

*  Jttllcr  /Jj»,  Items  from  whit  follows  F.pb  iv.  ,1.  2nd  ▼.  4,  ti.  and  the  part* 
lobe  pot  for  a*/;  ai  rather  h  ufed  in  the  de  {*■)  if  put  for  »)  in  thU  Wft- 

pofiiivc  iuftcid  of  the  comparative  lcofc,  grilft,  chap*  7,  &od  in  t  Car*  zw*  *>* 


li  I  fdl  ITCH], 

(hi;  man  went 
down  to  hit 
hwifc  Jiillifkd  ro- 
the t  than  the  O- 
ihcr;  for  every 
one  that  c&iiltuh 
lumfdf  fhall  be 
Chafed ;  and  he 
that  humMeth 
bimfelf  (hall  be 
tmked. 


1  s  And  they 
brought  unto  him 
alfb  infants,  that 
tie  would  touch 
them ;  but  when 
bit  dkcipks  Aw 
it  they  rebuked 
them* 


Ch.  xriii. 
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16  But  Jdus 
called  them  onto 
him  ,  sod  laid  , 
Sudxr  Itulc  chil¬ 
dren  Eo  come  un¬ 
to  mcf  and  forbid 
them  not;  for  of 
inch  U  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Cod, 


17  VmljiTfty 
unto  ycnT  Who* 
fonier  fhalt  not 
receive  ibc  king¬ 
dom  of  Cod  u  a 
Huh  child,  ths.il 
in  no  wife  enter 
ihcrm. 


i9  And  a  cer¬ 
tain  10  hr  a&cd 
Mm  , .  faying  , 
Good  Matter  , 
what  (hall  1  do 
to  inherit  eternal 
life? 


19  And  Jdui 
laid  onto  him  t 
Why  cal! eft  thou 
me  £wd  f  Done 
ii  good,  five  one, 
that  if.  Cod. 


\o  Thou  know- 
eft  the  com  jyund- 
ftienes,  IM  not 
commit  adultery. 
Do  not  kill.  Do 
noi  fled,  l>o  not 
bear  Life  vitnefs, 
Horwir  thy  la¬ 
ther  awl  thy  mo¬ 
ther. 


16  But  Jefus,  to  {hew  his  favour  to  the  infants*  and 
encourage  thofe  that  brought  them*  fatd  to  the  difei* 
pies*  By  all  means  let  the  little  children  come  unto  mef 
that  I  may  blefs  them  ;  and  do  not  do  any  thing  to  bin* 
der  or  difeourage  it :  For  the  gofpd-difpenfation  is  not 
deflgned  to  exclude  them  from  GuiJ’e  covenant ;  but 
fuch  as  thefe,  as  well  as  adulc  perfons,  are  to  be  deem* 
ed  fUbjcth  of  the  Mefliah’s  kingdom,  (See  the  note 
on  Matth ,  lix,  14.) 

17  Hereupon,  to  rebuke  his  difeipies  for  their  rath 
and  haughty  zeal*  and  to  improve  this  occurrence  to 
fpirhual  advantage*  he  added*  I  folemnly  allure  you, 
that  do  man*  wbo  do  not  receive  the  things  of  the  gof- 
pefj  with  a  teachablenefs  and  mecknefe*  humility  and 
fimplicity  offpirit,  and  with  a  child  like  fubjc&ion  to 
mine  authority*  {hall  ever  enjoy  its  bk flings  of  grace 
here  and  of  glory  hereafter, 

18  AsCbriftwas  going  from  this  place,  there  met 

him  a  certain  young  m^n,  (Jllattb*  acix.  20,)  a  perfon 
of  diltinftion  and  authority  among  the  who* 

falling  upon  his  knees,  (Mark.  x.  17.)  faluted  him 
under  the  title  of  Good  mailer  *;  and,  with  thcfetc- 
kens  of  fuperior  reverence,  alked*  by  what  works  of 
righreoufnefs  he  might  ohrain  everlafling  life  ? 

19  Jefus  replied*  by  way  of  reproof*  What  means 
this  high  fwclling  title  to  one  whom  you  take  to  be 
no  mure  than  a  man  ?  It  is  God  only,  who  is  ftriftly 
and  properly  (peaking  good*  there  being  none  original¬ 
ly,  ahfolurely,  and  perfectly  good  befides  him  ;  and 
therefore,  unlcfs  you  believe  me  to  be  God,  you  go 
too  far  in  applying  this  epithet,  with  fo  much  reve* 
rente*  and  in  fuch  an  abfolute,  unreferved  manner  to  me. 

20  Then  our  Lord,  without  taking  any  notice  whe¬ 
ther  he  bimfelf  were  God  or  nor*  proceeded  to  the 
question,  faying,  If  you  would  get  eternal  life  by  your 
own  performances,  you  know  what  God  in  the  law 
has  commanded  them  to  do,  who  would  live  by  it: 
As  for  inftance,  thou  {halt  not  commit  adultery,  nor 
be  guilty  of  any  kind  of  uncleanncfs  ;  thou  {halt  not 
injure  any  one’s  life,  or  reputation  ^  thou  {halt  not  rob, 
or  cheat  him  of  bis  property  5  thou  (halt  not  tell  un¬ 
truths*  or  give  into  falfe  reports  or  accufarions  again  ft 
any  one  whatfoever;  thou  {halt  pay  all  due  reverence 
and  honour  to  thy  parents  and  fuperiois^,  and  the  like* 


NOTE  s\ 

*  This  the  ambition*  rabbit*  of  that  age  4  Quifl  in  (Kneed  o^!y  in  Uitfe  dtitin  of 
aftcAed  to  be  honoured  with  ;  but,  as  ionic  the  iecond  table,  thu  It*  might  convince  the 
luppofe,  it  was  an  hi^W  rillc  thin  u fed  to  n;kr  of  his  tkfcO  rven  in  them,  and  1o 
f*  given*  evta  to  the  nwfl  wnang  niijjht  Ihcw  him  iM,t  Mt  *1$  f at  from  Imiug 


i(p 


'the  tivangelifi  Lu  KE  pdraphrafeiL  Cfi.  irinr 


*i  And  he 
fcid,  All  theft 
hm  I  kept  from 
my  youth  op* 


n  Now 'when 
Jrfiif  heanl  theft 
things  he  ftld 
onto  him  9  Yel 
lackcft  them  one 
thing  ;  fell  all 
that  them  halt, 
and  fliftrihnce  nn- 
to  the  poor,  and 
thou  Quit  have 
trcaTaie  in  he** 
Qtn  %  end 
follow  me. 


%%  Afti  when 
he  heard  this  he 
ttu  wry  forrow* 
fid ;  for  he  vu 
lay  rich* 


14  And  when 
jdbs  ftw  that  he 
at  Tery  formw* 
ful,  he  raid.  How 
hardly  (ball  they 
that  hat-e  riche* 
enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God! 


*j  For  it  it 
tifier  for  a  camel 
to  go  through  a 
acedlc*$eye,than 
for  a  rich  man  to 
enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God* 


At  The  young  man,  having  been  of  a  fober  and  re¬ 
gular  behaviour,  but  ignorant  of  the  exceeding  Ariel - 
nefe  and  fpir  duality  of  God's  law,  as  extending  to  the 
heart  as  well  as  life,  f»id,  I  have  always  punctually  ful¬ 
filled  every  one  of  thefe  commands  from  my  childhood 
to  this  very  day,  furely  then  I  muft  befafe  for  heaven, 
there  is  no  flaw  in  my  title  to  it. 

2z  Now  when  Jefus  heard  this  snfwer,  he,  to  con¬ 
vince  him  that  he  was  far  from  being  perfed,  replied, 
Tou  are  neverthdefs  deficient  in  one  thing,  viz.  hear* 
ty  love  to  God  and  your  neighbour,  which  the  law  re¬ 
quires,  as  the  main  principle  of  all  obedience  :  And, 
for  your  trial  in  this,  I  infill  upon  your  going  and  fel¬ 
ling  all  your  cAate,  and  giving  the  money  away  for 
the  relief  of  poor  diAreffrd  ohjetts  j  and  if  you  chear- 
fully  fab  mi  t  only  to  this  one  proof  of  your  love,  I  tell 
you,  for  your  encourage  mem,  that,  tnftrad  of  earthly 
treafure,  you  Qiall  have  aQ  heavenly  one :  And  when 
you  have  done  this,  come  again,  and  give  up  yourfclr 
to  me,  as  my  difciple  and  fervant,  and  I  will  further 
inftrudi  you  in  the  fure  way  to  everlaftiog  life.  (See 
the  note  on  Mattb .  xix.  ty.) 

a 3  At  this  be  was  forely  difappointed  j  and  as  he 
was  really  deftitute  of  a  governing  principle  of  love  to' 
God,  ana  to  them  who  needed  help,  he  went  away 
from  the  only  Saviour,  much  troubled  in  hjmfelf  to' 
think  that  he  mud  loGe  a  treafure  in  heaven,  becaufe 
he  could  not  eonfent  to  part  with- all  his  temporal  en¬ 
joyments,  in  profpedi  of  it :  For  he  hid  great  poffclfions, 
which  he  refotved  not  to  quit,-  whatfoever  might  be 
the  confluence. 

24  Our  Lord  Jefus  obferving  what  a  fnart  this  rich 
titan's  eftate  was  to  him,  took  that  occafion  to  caution 
his  difeiptes  (Mark  x.  23.)  again  A  an  inordinate  love 
of  this  world,  faying.  How  bard  a  matter  is  it  for  fuck 
as  are  in  affluent  circumftances,  and  are  fond  of  them, 
to  fubmit  to  the  felf-denial  that  is  neceflary  to  my  dif- 
ciples,  when  their  temporal  enjoyments  Aand  in  com-* 
petition  with  the  bleflmgs  of  grace  and  glory  1 

23-  For  fuch  is  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches,  and  foch 
the  natural  addi&ednels  of  mens  hearts  to  them,  and  fo 
many  are  the  temptations  and  incumbrances  which  at¬ 
tend  them,  that  hardly  any  thing  can  he  imagined  fo 
difficult,  no,  not  for  a  camel  to  pafs  through  the  eye 
of  a  needle,  as  for  a  man  of  a  great  eftate,  whofe  heart 
is  fet  upon  it,  to  be  willing  to  reftgn  it  for  the  buffings' 
of  my  kingdom,  or  to  be  Co  weaned  in  his  afleftions 
from  it,  as  is  neccifcry  for  one  of  my  difciples  to  be 


Cb.  ivlii. 


16  And  they 

that  hcaffl  frtaid* 

Who  i  him  caabc 
f*vcd  l 


*1  And  he  faid* 
The  thiagivhich 
titz  impolChle 
with  men,  are 
yojUbte  ttkbGod. 


i9  Then  Peter 

fiU,  wc  hive 
fct'r  all,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  choc* 


1$  And  he  Odd 
Uoto  them.  Veri¬ 
ly',  T  fay  ufita 
you,  There  it  no 
nidn  that  hath 
left  houfe,  or  pa* 
rcit^t  or  bre> 
[lircti,  or  wife,  or 
children,  for  the 
htrcgdomofGed/t 

Jjk^i 

30  Who  frail 
r\M  receive  mint- 
foU  cnore  in  this 
prcfrni  time*  and 
in  the  world  to 
mate  life  ever* 
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in  profped  of  an  eternal  inheritance.  (Seethe  note  on 
Mattb .  xix.  24.) 

26  When  the  difciples  beard  him  fpeak  after  tbit 
manner,  they  were  greatly  amazed  to  think,  what  a 
fad  condition  the  affe&ion  of  moil  mcifs  hearts  to  ihit 
world  has  brought  them  into,  and  what  a  difappoim- 
mem  they  them  (elves  mud  meet  with,  who  expected 
that  in  the  Mefliah’s  kingdom  they  (fcoutd  abound  in 
riches;  and  thereupon  they  cried  out.  If  thisbefucb 
a  bar  to  good  hopes  of  eternal  life,  who  among  man* 
kind  can  ever  be  f aved?  And  what  fuccefscan  we  ex- 
peft  in  the  miniftry  to  which  tbou  baft  called  us? 

27  Our  Lord  replied.  It  is  indeed  impoffible  for 
any  man,  by  his  own  ftienrh,  or  by  any  natural  prin* 
ciples  within  himfclf,  to  get  the  mattery  over  his  world* 
}y  affections,  and  to  become  fo  dead  to  the  allure* 
ments  of  this  prefent  finfut  life,  as  to  prefer  future  and 
inviQhlc  things  to  them,  and  be  willing  to  part  with 
them,  whenever  I  cal!  him  to  refign  them  :  But  all 
this  may  eafily  be  done  by  the  power  of  God's  almigh¬ 
ty  grace,  which,  accompanying  my  gofpel,  works  ef¬ 
fectually  in  them  that  believe* 

26  'then  P*t*rf  reflecting  upon  what  he  and  the 
reft  of  the  difciples  had  done,  when  Cbrift  firft  called 
them,  faid,  with  a  mixture  of  humility  and  pride,  Be¬ 
hold,  Lord,  how  readily  we,  thy  difciples,  have  by  the 
power  of  this  grace,  at  thy  command,  and  for  thy  faker 
givtn  up  our  trade,  friends,  and  relations,  together 
with  the  beft  accommodations  and  advantages  of  life, 
which  we  enjoyed  !  and  as  thou  telleft  us,  that  abun¬ 
dance  of  wealth  and  temporal  poff-ftions  is  fo  far  from 
going  into  the  bUffings  of  thy  kingdom,  as  to  be  a 
hindrance  to  perfons  enjoying  rhem  ;  what  may  we 
expert  from  thee  in  this  world  and  the  next? 

29,  30  To  this  our  Lord  replied,  I  folemnly  allure 
you,  that  no  one  (hall  be  a  Jofer  by  me  :  Whether  a 
man  have  more  or  lefs  of  the  good  things  of  this  worldr 
tfhelofes  his  temporal  pofleffions,  or  his  ncarelt  ami 
deareft  friends  and  relations,  and  is  willing  to  forfake 
and  give  them  aft  up,  rather  than  abandon  me  and  my 
caufe,  and  his  hopes  of  the  bieftings  of  my  kingdom  ^ 
he  ftiall,  even  in  this  prefent  life,  have  more  valuable 
friends,  whofe  hearts  will  be  inclined  to  pity,  favour, 
and  aflift  him  ;  and  Oiali  have  infmrdy  better  fupports 
and  joys,  and  more  contentment  of  fpirit  in  his  dr- 
cumitancc*,  than  he  ever  had  before  ;  and  in  the  o~ 
ther  world  he  Dull  poflefs  the  urmoft  glory  and  bldlcd- 
nds  without  interruption  or  end* 


Chriftj 
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51  Then  he 

took  nriin  him 
llie  t'dxlTC,  and 
laid,  unto  them, 
BchoM,  we  go  up 
to  Jerniatem,  and 
aft  things  that 
arc  written  by 
the  prophet*  con* 
cc rjiing  the  Son 
of  m*c  [hall  be 
accompli  thed. 


3a  For  he  Hull 

be  delivered  unto 
the  Gentiles,  ami 
Jhall  be  mocked  , 
and  fpitcftiliy  ih- 
t rented*  and  fpitJ 
ted  ou. 


33  Anil  they 
ft  all  feonrge  Aim, 
and  put  him  to 
death ;  and  the 
third  day  he  ft  all 
li/e  again* 


34  And  they 
under  flood  none 
of  theft  things  ; 
and  this  laying 
was  hid  from 
them  ,  neither 
knew  they  the 
things  which  were 
ipoken. 

35  And  it  came 
to  pals,  that,  as 
be  wa *  come  nigh 
unto  Jericho,  a 
certain  blind  man 

£* 


31  Chrift,  being  now  on  the  journey  that  would 
iffue  ta  bis  death,  took  the  twelve  apoflJes  afide  from 
the  company,  and  told  them  what  would  veryfoon  be- 
fal  him,  thaE  they  might  not  be  furprized  and  difeou* 
raged  when  they  fliould  fee  it  come  to  pafs  :  Ob&rvc, 
fays  he,  what  I  am  about  to  tell  you,  we  are  now  go- 
ing  up  to  JtmfdUm}  and  this  is  the  time  in  which  all 
rhofe  things  fhall  be  fulfilled  in  me,  that  have  been 
foretold  by  the  antient  prophets  concerning  my  fuffer- 
jngSt  and  the  glory  that  is  to  follow  them  ;  the  word 
of  God  mull  he  herein  fulfilled,  which  will  be  a  clear 
and  certain  proof,  that  I  am  indeed  the  true  Mcffulu 
*  3a  For  as  it  was  prophefied,  that  kings  and  rulers 
fhould  take  counfei  together  again  ft  him,  IPfal*  xxii* 
6,  7*)  and  that  lie  would  not  hide  his  face  from  ihamc 
and  fpitrtng,  {I/a.  1.  6*)  fo  I  fhall  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  Romans ,  (hall  be  fummoned  before 
their  tribunal,  and  be  derided,  in  halted,  and  abufed  by 
their  foldicnr,  and  they  will  fpit  upon  me  with  con¬ 
tempt  and  difdain. 

33  And  as  it  was  foretold  that  the  Mefliah  fhouIJ 
give  his  back  to  the  frtmers,  and  his  cheeks  to  them 
that  pluck  off  the  hair,  {I/s.  1+  6*)  $  that  he  fhould  he 
cut  off,  hut  not  for  himfelf,  (Dan.  ix.  2 6.)  j  and  that 
God  his  Father  would  not  leave  his  foul  in  a  feparate 
flare,  nor  fuffer  his  holy  One  to  fee  corruption,  (P/t** 
xvi.  10.)  ;  So  mine  enemies  will  lay  me  under  the  lafh, 
as  if  I  were  a  contemptible  wretch,  and  put  me  to  the 
m oft  cruel  and  ignominious  death,  even  that  of  the 
crof$,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat*  xxvii*  26.)  3  and  on  the 
third  day  I  Dial!  break  through  the  bands  of  death,  by 
rifing  again* 

34  He  fpoke  thefe  things  in  the  plaineft  manner  pof- 
fible  ;  and  yet  thedifciple’s  heads  were  fo  filled  with 
notions  of  the  temporal  grandeur  of  his  kingdom,  that 
they  could  not  tell  how  to  nnderfbnd  his  reproaches, 
fufferings,  and  death,  in  a  literal  fenfe,  nor  what  to 
make  of  his  rifing  from  the  dead,  but  thought  feme 
other  unknown  conftru£tion  mult  he  put  upon  all  thefe 
words* 

35  As  Jtfus  was  palling  along,  providence  fo  order¬ 
ed  it,  that,  when  he  was  near  Jtricbfy  he  met  with  a 
noted  blind  begga^  *,  who  being  poor,  and  unable  to 

get 

T  E. 

ms  the  moil  noted  beggar*  Ms*(brot  aM 
Mark  /ay  Chnfi  wrought  this  miracle,  as  he 
wtnt  out,  or  departed  trom  Jtricboi  vhere- 
as'Luiefeec ns  to  fpcak  of  hi*  doing  it,  he 
drew  near  go  Jtrkfa ;  Out  perhaps  the  void 
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*  Matsbrar  xv.  30,  34.  fptaks  of 
blind  men,  that  were  cured,  and  Mark  x. 
40-  tells  ns  the  mine  of  one  of  th*m 
was  Berriww,  Here,  and  in  our  evangel* ft 
notice  is  uken  only  of  this  wacf  because  be 


Ch.  xrm. 


lie  Evangtlift  Luke  paraphra/ed. 


ipj 


by  die  way- 
£de  begging. 

3*  An<[  hear¬ 
ing  the  multitude 
puCs  by,  he  ask- 
cu  what  it  meant* 


get  his  livelyhood,  fat  by  the  fide  of  the  road,  os  beg-* 
gars  ufeto  do  in  public  places,  to  affe  the  charity  of 
the  people* 

3  6  And  when  he  heard  the  noEfe  of  the  great  conw 
pany  that  went  along  with  our  Lord,  his  cursofity* 
or  bis  hopes  of  Tome  advantage,  put  him  upon  inqui¬ 
ring  what  might  be  the  occasion  of  fueh  a  great  con-* 
courfe  ? 


And  they 
told  biro,  that 
jefiu  of  Naza¬ 
reth  paflol  by. 

3d  Aod  he 
cried,  laying,  Je- 
J'us,  thou  Soil  of 
Tiatid,  have  mer¬ 
cy  on  mo. 


3$  And  they 
which  went  be¬ 
fore  rebuked  him; 
th.it  he  ihould 
hold  bh  peaee  i 
blit  he  Cried  fo 
much  the  more. 
Thou  Son  of  Da¬ 
vid,  have  mercy 
on  me. 

40  And  Jdiu 
flood,  and  ci>m* 
fri*nd«d  him  to 
he  brought  unto 
him:  and  when 
he  wu  come  near 
he  wked  biro, 

4t  Saying, 
What  wilt  tilou 
that  1  (hiU  do  trn- 
to  thee?  And  he 
faid.  Lord*  that 
1  may  receive  my 
light. 

4a  And  Jefu* 
Gilil  uiito  him, 
iCeceivcthy  fijfht: 
thy  fauh  hath  la¬ 
ved  thee. 

43  And  im- 
rrrediaicly  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  light, 
and  folio  wed  hi 

gkffify- 


37  And  fome  of  the  company  informed  him  that  Je- 
fus  of  Nazareth  was  there,  and  that  all  tbis  multitude 
was  going  along  with  him. 

38  Upon  which,  being  defirous  of  a  cure,  he  lifted 
up  his  voice,  faying,  with  great  earneftnefs,  Lord  Jo< 
fus,  as  t  believe  thee  to  be  the  promifed  Mcffiah  of 
David's  race,  who  are  fent  of  God  for  the  fa  1  vat  ion  of 
Iftaelt  t  bdecch  thee  to  have  compaflbn  upon  me* 
who  need  tby  help* 

39  And  fome  of  thofe*  who  went  in  the  foremoft 
part  of  the  crowd,  reprimanded  him  for  it,  bidding  him 
be  quiet,  and  not  teaze  Oh  rift  with  bis  clamour  now' 
upon  his  journey:  But,  inftead  of  being  reftrained  by 
their  chiding?*  he  cried  out  with  fo  much  the  more* 
importunity,  O  thou  MefEah,  who  art  raffed  up  in  rhe 
houfe  of  Davids  I  beg  that  thou  wouldit  hear,  and 
have  pity  upon  me* 

40,  Then  Jefus  feeing  his  faith,  and  being  full 
of  mercy  and  tendemefs  toward  him,  whifft  others 
Checked,  difeou raged,  and  defpifed  him,  made  a  fraud* 
and  ordered  the  people  to  bring  this  poor  creature  to 
him :  And  upon  his  coming  near,  he,  for  the  further 
trial  of  his  faith*  and  more  difrinft  notification  of  hia 
own  goodnefs  in  giving  him  the  very  thing  he  wanted* 
a  Iked  him  what  the  particular  mercy  was  which  be 
(0  eameftly  begged  1  the  blind  man  prefently  replied* 
Lord,  it  is  not  for  ait  alms,  but  that  thou  wouldtk 
pleafe  to  open  mine  eyes* 

42  And  jefiis  approving  of  his  faith  and  Iris  choice* 
faid  to  him,  t  command  that  your  fight  be  reftored  a 
Your  faith  has  prevailed  with  me  to  anfwcr  your  re- 
quelL 

43  And  no  fooncr  did  he  fpealc,  but  it  was  done  j 
the  blind  man  immediately  faw,  and  was  fo  afFeiteit 
with  rhe  inftantantroas  and  perfect  cure,  that  he  fol¬ 
lowed  jeftis  in  his  way  to  Jerttfairm  *,  and,  with  a  heart 

full 
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hm  rendered  ccminr  may  fig-  hiftory*  which  lie  teiimits  In  the-heginniflg 
nfry  only  {W/t*  uysn)  hb  ft'rwg  t-tvr  7lv;-  of  the  next  chapter*  See  a  u«e  reining  to 
cto ;  and  fo  thi*  faft  ij  ur.lcipiutd  v\  Luht*s  Jericav  in  chap.  x. 
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glorifying  Gad  : 
and  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  when  they 
fsvK  it,  gaVC 
pntife  unto  God* 


full  of  thank fulnefs  and  joy,  glorified  God  for  this  fig* 
nal  mercy,  which  was  fiiewn  to  himfrlf,  and  for  fend¬ 
ing  the  long- looked  for  Saviour  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
blind  ;  Ami  all  the  people  joined  their  thankfgtvings 
and  praifes  to  God,  who  had  railed  up  an  horn  of  fal- 
vaiion  for  them,  in  the  boufe  of  bis  lervant  David. 
(Chap,  i.  69.) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

It  is  furdy  good  for  us  to  draw  nigh  to  Hod ;  and  the  more  perfevering  and 
importunate  our  faith  is  in  the  duty  of  prayer*  the  more  welcome  and  fiiccefsful 
we  flmll  he.  Though  the  anfwer  may  be  deferred  for  a  time :  yet  every  cunti- 
deration  of  God*  as  revealed  in  ihc  gofpd,  a  Bures  his  people  that  it  Oiall  cer¬ 
tainly  come  in  the  proper  feafon.  But  how  differently  may  the  fame  duties  be 
performed  by  different  forts  o *  perfons*  Some,  like  the  PTiarifcc,  manage  them 
with  pride,  hvpnerily,  tbrm.ilTty,  and  contempt  of  fellow-jjvorfhippcrs,  to  the 
provoking  of  God,  inftcad  of  getting  advantage  to  thecnlelves;  whilft  others, 
like  the  humble  contri?c  publican,  nbafe  thtmfelves  at  his  fuotftool,  truft  in  his 
mercy  and  grace,  through  the  great  Atonement,  and  obtain  justification  to  e- 
terual  life.  And  O  what  a  comfort  is  it  to  believers,  that  Chrftt  takes  notice  of 
their  Mtk  ones,  has  confirmed  God's  covenant  with  their  feed,  has  enrolled 
them  with  thcmfelvcs,  ns  the  fhbjefte  of  his  vifibfe  kingdom  under  the  gofpcl* 
fate,  and  is  ft*  much  fet  on  their  being  prcfcnted  tn  him,  to  blcfs  them,  as  to 
take  it  ill  of  thofe  that  would  debir  thc-r  of  their  privileges!  Rut  neither  privi¬ 
leges  nor  dutifft  are  to  be  nr  fled  in;  hr  per  funs  may  go  a  ureal  way  in  religion, 
like  the  Phariice,  and  in  morality,  like  the  young  ruler,  and  yet  fall  Ihortof  fa¬ 
ring  grace;  And  were  we  to  hare  a  right  view  nf  ourfclves  in  the  light  of  God  a 
bw,  we  fhnuld/oon  be  convinced  of  uur  drfr£U»  and  of  our  need  of  a  better 
Tighteoeftief:*  than  our  own  to  entitle  us  to  heaven.  But*  alas!  what  dangerous 
fuarc'  arc  the  riches  of  this  world  to  men  of  earns!  minds !  Nothing  fhort  of 
GotPs  almighty  trace,  with  whom  all  things  are  pi*fliWe,  can  effectually  change 
the  blafa  of  their  hearts,  and  make  them  think  it  worth  their  while  to  give  tip  all 
their  temporal  enjoyments  for  Chrift  But  whatfoew,  upon  principles  of  faith 
end  love,  we  may  lofc  for  him,  wc  may  be  fure  of  kifing  nothing  by  him :  And 
whatOhriflian  would  think  much  of  fuffermg  for  him,  who  was  atofed  and  cru¬ 
cified  for  us*  and  rofe  again  from  the  dead,  according  to  the  predictions  of  this 
prophets,  and  his  own  declarations  before- hand,  as  a  demon  ft  rat  ion  of  Its  being 
the  Chrift?  And  yet  how  great  u  the  power  of  carnal  prejudices  to  trdc  the 
pLtineft  truths  from  us !  Hut  as  the  companions  of  the  great  and  merciful  Savi¬ 
our  are  extended  to  the  moft  wretched  objects,  he  cm  as  eafily  cure  the  depra¬ 
vity  of  our  umlerftandings,  ay  open  the  eyes  of  fuch  as  were  corporally  blind: 
And  when  wc  receive  any  fipnat  mercies  from  him,  wh  it  Ipecial  engagements 
are  they  upon  u*,  to  follow  him,  and  glorify  God  for  railing  up  fuch  a  powerful 
and  gracious  Saviour  to  us  1 


chap,  xix. 

The  converjion  of  Zaccheus*  l , — 10.  The  parable  of  the  ten  pounds*  Ilf 
—  Cbrijfs  riding  into  Jemfitltm*  28* — 40*  His  lamenting  fi¬ 
ver  it*  41  > — 44*  And  hu  cajling  the  buyers  and  fellers  out  of  the 

temple*  45* — 48* 

Text-  PARAPHRASE. 

^ND  jyiij  en-  H  RIST  proceeding  on  his  journey  toward  Jent- 
fed  Kugh  Pji  ^  /«fcw*  bia  way  lay  through  the  city  of  Jericho*  ill 
tkko,  the  tribe  of  benjamin* 

2  And 


Cb,  xix. 

%  Andbcholli 
tin Tt  vif  a  man 
pavwd  ZicchcusL, 
which  the 
chief  anioDg  the 
pttblicanc,  and  he 
was  rich. 


|  And  he 
fought  to  &e  Je- 
fu$  u4k>  he  va^ 
and  could  not 
for  the  prefe,  ho* 
canfe  he  was  lit¬ 
tle  of  lietqrc. 

4  And  he  nn 
beforehand  climb¬ 
ed  up  into  a  fyca- 
more  tree,  to  fee 
him  ;  for  be  was 
to  paj$  that  way, 

f  And  when 
Jefiu  came  to  the 
place,  he  looked 
up  and  law  him, 
and  fai  d  nnto 
him ,  Zaccheus  > 

make  hade  and 
comedown;  for 
tfi-iUy  J  mud  ■.- 

bide  it  thybouf& 


6  And  be  made 
hade  f.  and  eame 
down,  and  itccir* 
cd  him  joyfully. 


y  And  when 
they  hw  if,  they 
all  murmured , 
laying,  That  he 
was  gone  to  be 
£Utft  with  a  maa 
rhat  u  a  doner. 

8  And  Zaccheus 
ftwdf 


Tfc  Bvangeliji  LckE  paraphra/ed.  ipj 

2  And  behold  a  wonderful  inftance  of  his  grace,  a»  - 
he  palTed  along !  There  was  in  that  neighbourhood  a  - 
certain  man,  called  Zaccheus ,  who  was  one  of  the  chief 
collectors  of  taxes  for  the  Reman  emperor,  or  a  receiver, 
general,  to  whom  the  other  publicans  brought  their  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and  fo  he  had  more  authority  and  influence,  and 
a  larger  (bare  of  profits,  than  the  reft,  and  by  this  means 
was  grown  vuy  rich  *. 

3  This  man  having  beard  much  of  the  fame  of  Jefus, 
which  rung  through  all  the  country,  bad  a  great  curi- 
ofity  to  lee  what  fort  of  perfon  be  was  ;  bur,  being  low 
in  ftature,  be  could  nor  hope  to  obtain  his  defire,  Hand¬ 
ing  on  the  ground,  becaufe  of  the  crowd  of  taller  people. 

4  Therefore,  laying  a  fide  all  Hate,  he  ran  ia  a  fyco- 
moretree,  by  the  fide  of  the  road,  where  he  knew  Jtfus 
was  to  go  *,  and  climbed  up  into  the  tree,  that  he  migbc 
have  a  full  view  of  him. 

5  And  it  was  happy  for  him  that  he  was  found  in 
Chrift’s  way,  tbo’  only  curiofity  brought  him  thither  ; 
For  as  Jefus  came  to  lave  the  chief  of  fmners,  fo  when 
be  arrived  at  the  place,  where  Zaccheus  bad  fee  himfeif, 
be  looked  up  to  the  tree  $  and,  feeing  him  there  («*** 
«vra»)  knew  him  to  be  one  of  bis  (heep,  whofc  name  was 
written  ill  tbe  book  of  life;  and,  contrary  to  this  man’s 
expe&ations,  he  took  a  kind  and  particular  notice  of 
btm,  and  calling  to  him  faid,  Zaccheus ,  come  down 
with 'all  fpeed  j  for  I  mult  needs  flay  a  while  to-day  at 
your  houfe. 

.  6  Thefis  words  wrought  effeflually  upon  him  by  a 
fecret  energy  that  attended  them ;  and  he  was  fo  affect¬ 
ed  with  tbe  thought  of  Chrift’s  taking  fuch  particular 
notice  of  him,  that  he  inftantly  came  down,  and  cheer¬ 
fully  received  him  into  his  heart,  and  then  inro  his  houfe. 

7  And  when  the  company  law  the  kind  figurations 
and  behaviour  that  palled  between  them,  they  were 
highly  offended,  and  exprefled  their  refemment  at  it, 
faying,  How  unworthy  is  this  of  the  proMTed  fimclity 
of  Jefus,  that  he  fliould  go  for  entertainment  to  ouc  of 
the  greateft  Tinners  in  all  the  city 

6  But  (J‘)  Zaccheus,  tofliew  that  the  grace  of  Ciirift 
bad  indeed  reached  his  heart,  anil  that  he  was  now  be¬ 
come  another  man  than  he  had  been  before,  and  than 
they  uncharitably  and  malicioufly  fuppofed  him  to  be 

urn, 

NOTE. 


*  This  Zactbns  was  probably  a  as  ordinarily  managed,  rendered  him  odious  to 
hu  nime  imimatCEy  it  bdnjr  a  commun  them  ;  ..n<l  the  imito-  <c  ihc  m^;a 

among  that  peoples  Hoo^nr,  his  nfHcv,  rrlmiuaL  suit! dwilabk they  accjuat^l  iiiaw 
aid  th*  abuftvc  intihods  wiih  wlndi  k  was 


Ha 


i 


The  Evcngsiift  LtTKB  paraphrdfed.  Cb.  i ix* 


,  and  Cftd 
unin  the  LnnL, 
Mold  ,  .Lord  , 
the  half  of  my 
I  give  to 

the  poor:  *nd  if 
I  have  taken  any 
thing  from  any 
man  by  talk  ac- 
cu  fit  ion  t  l  rc- 
ftore  him  font'* 
fcUL 


p  A tid  JeTus 
fTid  unto  him , 
This  day  is  fol- 
Tatio  i  tome  to 
thh  houie,  fur* 
Jbmuch  3s  he  al¬ 
io  is  the  foQ  of 
Abraham, 


to  For  the  Snrr 
of  man  h  dome 
Id  feek  and  to 
fave  that  Tvhich 

W43  loU* 


ftiH,  flood  and  publictly  profefled  his  faith  and  repent- 
ance  before  all  the  people,  laying.  Behold,  O  Lord, 
thou  cipetlerd  MefTtah,  what  an  efTeci  thy  words  have 
had  upon  me  I  whereas  I  have  gathered  a  great  eftate, 
and  hitherto  ufed  it  only  for  myfelf,  I  now  fed  fuch  re- 
jnorfe  and  grief,  as  even  conftrain  me  to  give  away  one 
moiety  of  it  immediately,  for  the  benefit  of  rhe  poor, 
that  1  may  honour  God  with  my  fubftance,  and  do  all 
the  good  I  can  with  fuch  money  as  may  have  hefca 
Injurieufly  taken  from  perfons  at  prefem  unknown  to 
me  :  And  if  any  one,  whom  I  have  wronged  by  fraud 
or  extortion,  by  falie  charges  or  oppreffion,  wih  give 
me  an  opportunity  of  repaying  him,  I  am  ready,  in 
Teftimony  of  my  hearty  repentance,  to  make  him  a- 
mends,  not  only  by  reftoring  as  much  as  I  took  from 
him,  but  even  four -times  more  with  it,  according  to 
the  utmoft  demands  that  tbe  law  makes  of  refiitution, 
in  any  cafe  of  injury  whatfoever  *. 

9  jefas,  to  encourage  him,  and  vindicate  bimfelfa- 
gainft  the  murmurs  of  the  people,  replied,  I,  the  t  Sa¬ 
viour  of  loft  li nner s,  am  this  day  come  hither,  bring¬ 
ing  the  glad  tidings,  and  ail  the  bld&ngs  of  falvation 
along  with  me  to  this  man,  who  ye  hear,  by  bis  own 
confeflion,  is  become  a  true  believer  and  penitent and 
this  day  the  prontifes  of  falvation  are  brought  to  his  fa¬ 
mily,  they  being  taken  into  covenant  together  with 
himfdf  j  becaufe  be  is  now  not  merely  by  birth,  but  by 
faith  in  me,  one  of  the  true  and  fpiritual  feed  of  Abra~ 
bam  what  I  have  therefore  done  herein  cannot  reafon- 
ably  be  ohjeQed  againft. 

10  For  I,  tbe  Mcffiah,  am  fent  to  fearch  and  feek 
out  my  Iheep,  wherever  they  are  fcatteredj  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  houfe  of  IJra«l\  and  as  this  man,  by  be¬ 
ing  a  publteat),  was  looked  upon  as  loft  to  God  and  all 

goodnefs. 


N  O-  T  E  S. 


*  In  cafes  of  theft  ami  ftaad,  and  fvrear-  for  it.  This  ft  the  gcaaine  way  in  which 
{ng  falfelj ,  to  deprive  another  of  his  pro*  true  grace  work,  in-  the  heart,  and  where 
periy,  the  law  required  a  reftotation  of  the  there  u  no  concern  about  thii,  when  wo 
principal,  with  the  addition  of  a  fifth  part,  have  cheated,  robhed,  or  deftandatany  man, 
^l*cv.  vi,  f.)  If  the  theft  were  found  h  hi  vain  do  we  flatter  ourftlve,  that  our  re* 
a  man*,  poflcflion,  it  required  reftoring  dot,-  pentaocc  i,  unto  life, 
hh* ;  and  for  a  (ioleo  ox  that  we,  kitted  or  f  By  falvoton  may  be  meaDt  Ciri^  ij«- 
iold,  it  demanded  five  oxen  to  be  reftnred.  Jiif,  the  author  of  falvation,  (16.  xBx.  S. 
(Exod-  axii.  i,  ♦.)  y.arcbeui  therefore,  to-  wndLukcii.  tp,  jo.)  or,  ark  mod  tribal, 
flic w  the  fijicerityof  hi,  repentance,  decla-  thei/q^r  of  ialvacion,  (A/fj  ir.  «*.)  or 
rod  himfeif  willing  to  comply  with  the  the  from  ft s  and  the  gtffct  of  fetation, 
flr&eft  of  all  the  law*  alwut  reftitutiou.  (johnir.  *a,  tut  Afb  itviii.18.)  And-by 
And  repentance  can  never  be  pro  red  to  be  Zscdtsi’i  being  the  Jba  of  Abrahai*-,  may 
Pnerre,  without  reliitution  for  the  injutiei'  be  meant,  hi,  bang  fo,  both  by  birth  wd 
have  done  to  othen,  according  toonra-  by  faith  in  Chrift,  Accordingly  all  theft 
ltii.ty,  and  the  opportunities  p-e  tmy  have  fcafoane  iacluttcj  in  the  ^a^iiufc 


Ch*  irf- 


Tit  Evmgehfi  Luke  paraphrafid. 


n  And  a $ 
they  heard  thcfe 
things,  he  added, 
and  ipake  a  pa¬ 
rable,  betauie  he 
was  u;gh  to  Je- 
nrialem  ,  and 
becBiWc  they 
thought  that  the 
lunftdon]  or  Cod 
fhould  itnmedt- 
aieiy  xppw* 


ii  He  &id 
therefore,  A  tcr- 
laiit  nobleman 
vent  into  a  far 
country ,  to  rc~ 
edre  fur  himfclf 
a  kingdom,  and 
(O  leturo. 


rj  And  he  cal¬ 
led  iti*  ten  fer- 
Yaoijj  and  deli¬ 
vered  them  ten 
pounds,  and  laid 
unto  them.  Oc¬ 
cupy  till  1  come. 


goodueft,  and  as  he  really  was  in  the  loft  Hate  and  con¬ 
dition  of  a  finner,  1  am  doing  my  proper  buGncfs  in 
converting  him,  and  bringing  CaJ ration  to  him  and  bis. 

n  Tbe  people  having  heard  Ohrid  fpeak  of  his  co¬ 
ming  to  aft  the  Saviour's  part,  and  knowing  that  he 
was  oo  his  way  to  JsrtijaUm^  tbe  feat  of  their  ancienc 
kings,  imagined,  that  as  foon  as  he  fliould  get  thither, 
he  would  openly  declare  bimfelf  to  be  the  MeJIiah,  and 
fet  ap  his  kingdom  with  great  pomp  and  worldly  pow~ 
er  there;  And  therefore!  to  reftify  their  miflaken  no¬ 
tions,  he  acquainted  them  that  the  nature  of  his  king¬ 
dom  was  very  different  from  what  they  apprehended, 
that  the  generality  of  the  Jews  would  exclude  them* 
feKcs  from  it,  and  that  its  glory  would  not  appeal  To 
foon  as  they  vainly  fancied ;  and  this  be  ill  nitr  ated  in 
the  following  GmUitude: 

n  A  certain  noble  lord  took  a  long  journey  into  an¬ 
other  country,  to  be  veiled  and  confirmed  in  hi*  king¬ 
dom,  and  then  to  return,  with  all  his  honour  and  au¬ 
thority,  to  diftrihnte  proper  rewards  ro  his  fubjofts*. 
So  Chnft  is  of  high  and  noble  birth,  as  the  Lord  frem 
heaven *  and,  being  King  of  Jfr&el9  and  of  the  whole 
church  of  God,  he  attended  up  on  high,  to  be  veiled 
in  his  fpiritual  and  glorious  kingdom*  and  afterwards 
to  return  in  power  and  great  glory,  to  execute  judg¬ 
ment  in  the  rewards  and  punilhmerits  of  the  great  day. 

13  And  before  the  king  fet  out  on  this  defign,  he 
Called  together  ten  of  bis  fervants,  and  divided  among 
them  ten  pounds  f,  ordering  them  to  trade  with  thefe 
to  the  belt  advantage,  till  he  Ihonld  return.  So  Cbrill, 
before  he  left  this  world  and  went  to  the  Father,  in- 
ftead  of  raiGng  bisdifciples  to  temporal  preferments, 
as  they  were  ready  to  expeft,  called  them  to  duty  and 
fervice*  in  order  to  which  he  bellowed  upon  them  fc- 
vcral  gifts.  Tutted  to  tbe  nature  and  delign  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  fuch  as  %  knowledge  and  grace,  utterance,  mi¬ 
racles,  and  the  means  of  falvation,  commanding  them 

to 


NOTES, 

*  Hmfetmstobe  an  iUufmn  to  the  kings  much  the  fame  import  wuh  that  of  theta* 
of  who  ufed  to  go  t*  JCffne  to  receive  terns,  (Mwh.  xvv4)  whichwerediilnhutfil, 

the'invcftitiHt  of  their  kingdoms  from  the  in  various  allotments,  to  one  and  aiiotrux 
Jtamee  emperore,  and  then  return  to  Jadca  fervant ;  and  thefe  pound*  and  talents  in* 
in  the  full  glory  of  their  duraAtr*  chute  all  thepfts,  which  Thrift  b;  flows  ou 

f  The  value  of  a  pound  is  uncertain,  tho*  different  perfbn*,  whether  of  common  pro* 
fome  have  reckoned  it  at  about  three  pounds  vidente,  of  common  affilUncrs  and  gofpcl- 
two  fhHJing*  and  fixpcnce;  and  othm  at  privileges  to  unbcliLvcrv,  and  un  fructified 
twice  u  much  of  our  moocy.  roiniflerr^  or,  together  with  them,  thcad- 

4  We  are  not  to  fuppoie  that  the  gifts,  dittonal  gif<^  t’f  Tpcciiil  ^r,ice  to  true  belie- 
tonified  by  the  pounds  delivered  to  each  vers,  and  his  faithful  ferruiE**  See  th^ 
pcvfon,  wre  all  of  one  fort,  and  were  be-  note  oo  IVUttb,  xxv<  i*. 
itoued  upon  all  alike »  for  ihis  parable  is  of 
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Cfa.  iixt 


to  make  a  proper  ufe  and  improvement  of  them  for  the 
advancement  of  his  intereft  in  the  world,  till  he  (hoiild 
come  again*  and  call  them  to  an  account. 

14  But  h>« 14  Bur  as  foon  as  the  prince  was  gone,  his  own  ct- 
d«,m  hated  n(m,  |izl-nSt  >vho  all  along  had  hated  him,  declared  that  they 
alter  am,™ would  not  fubmit  to  his  dominion.  So  the  body  of  the 
We  will  Hu.  ha\t  Jtu'iJL  nation,  who  were  Chrift’s  kindred,  according 
tJ,!_s  n™0  tUfc|gn  to  the  fldh,  and  his  covenant-people,  difeovered  .their 
conrimicd  enmity  againft  him  by  their  obfltnate  refu¬ 
sals  of  his  grace  and  government,  and  violent  oppofiri- 
on  to  his  gofpt],  after  he  was  afeended  into  heaven. 
.And  in  like  manner,  all  unbeliever’s  hearts  are  naturally 
fo  averfe  to  him,  that  they  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  him ;  or  if  they  would  have  him  for  their  Saviour, 
they  will  by  no  means  have  him  for  their  King. 

»s  And  it  came  1 5  And,  being  e(labli(hed  in  his  kingdom,  he  order- 
16  eP*i*  ’  C<^  frrvants,  at  his  return,  to  give  an  account  of  the 

turned  7  h^ino-  money,  which  he  had  entrufled  them  with,  that  he 
ictel-.-ediiicki'i-’*  might  fee  what  improvement  each  one  had  made  of  it, 
dom  ,  then  iw  So  Chrift  being  exalted  at  the  tight  hand  of  the  throne 
ftrvjm?  la  Vk  of  God,  far  above  all  heavens,  will  come  again  at  the 
called  unto  him,  hft  day,  and  make  a  ftri£l  inquiry  of  every  one,  bow 
•^vtn  the  moimf  ^e  ^aS  the  fevrral  gifts  and  talents  committed  to 
tint  be  m?obt  him,  according  to  his  ftation  and  chara&er,  dreum- 
know  how  much  (lances  and  opportunities  in  the  world,  and  what  good 
«vwy  man  had  |,e  has  done  by  them,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
Sr1  *  "*•  good  of  hi.  own  and  «hm  foot.. 

td  Tt.enttme  1 6,  17  Then  one  of  thefe  ferrants,  whofe  improve* 
LjiJ  Ul  ments  had  been  rood  confider able,  gave  in  his  accounts 

h»b  Vi^Ucn  to  bis  lord,  faying,*  The  produce  of  thy  one  pound, 
pounds.  whicirthou  committed!!  to  me,  is  ten  more  for  thine 

unto  him  honour,  and  fervice :  And  his  lord,  commending  his 

thosi  good  icr-  diligence  and  faithfulnefs  in  the  good  ufe  he  had  made 
Vaut ;  btcaufc  of  to  final]  a  trull,  generonfly  rewarded  him  with  the 
foithfiiNuaw*  government  of  ten  cities.  So  when  Chrift  (hall  come 
little,  hat;  thou  again  to  judgment,  fuch  of  his  fervants,  as  have  the 
aiithorityorcrtoi  grace  of  God  in  truth,  and  have  been  rood  laborious, 
nau'  faithful,  and  fucce&ful  in  laying  it  out,  together  with 

ail  other  gifts  and  furniture,  for  the  intcreft  of  Chrift 
and  religion,  will  aferibe  the  improvement,  not  to  them- 
felves,  but  to  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  them ; 
and  yet  he  will  publicly  declare  his  approbation  of  their 
care  and  faithfulnefs,  and  will  amply  bellow  upon  them 
gratuitous  rewards,  letting  them  know,  at  the  fame 

time. 


NOTE., 

*  The  frmcit’*  faying,  Thy  pound  hai  made  by  it  Sprung  out  of  the  poood  itfclf, 
gained  ten  poui'rili,  may  inrixnait  that,  tho*  and  was  owing  to  that,  rather  thu  to  bite* 
he  w«  attive  in  employ  ing  the  idvacuge  feif. 


iB  And  the  fe- 
cond,  came  lay¬ 
ing,  Ufdf  thy 
pound  hath  gain¬ 
ed  live  pounds. 
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time,  that  what  they  bad  done  in  To  very  little  a  matter, 
and  that  by  virtue  of  his  own  free  gifts  to  them,  could 
never  deferve  fo  high  an  honour  and  advantage,  as  an- 
fwers  to  being  made  a  governor  over  ten  citits. 

18,  19  Another  of  his  fervants  faid,  11  y  means  of 
thy  one  pound,  five  more  are  gained  for  thvci  and  his 
lord,  expreflint'  his  approbation  of  him  alio,  bountiful* 
It  rewarded  him  with  the  government  of  five  cities. 
Rkcwif^w  bo  b»ch  thrift's  feivants  as  have  been  helped  to  be 
Ik  thou  ilToovu  faithful  in  improving  his  gifts,  though  not  with  fuch  re- 
live  cii'm.  markable  and  uucommon  diligence  and  fuccefs  as  fome 
others,  for  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom  in  the 
world,  will  be  publicly  and  favourably  approved  of  by 
him  j  and  he  will  give  them  fuch  a  proportion  *of  bis 
free  rewards,  as  fliail  carry  like  evidence,  that  it  is  all 
the  vouchfafemenc  of  bis  own  rich  and  fovereign  grace. 
*0  And  a  no-  20,  2i  And  a  third  of  thefe  fervants,  who  had  been 

Loni beheld? '  carcief*  aot*  Hothful,  came  with  excufes  of  himfelf,  and 
icrt  i/thy  pound  accufations  of  has  lord,  faying,  litre  is  thy  money, 
»hich  ibavetept  which  I  have  wrapped  up  and  laid  by  ;  for  I  durft  not 
kid  up  in  a  mp-  venture  t0  tra(je  with  it,  left  it  (hould  not  turn  to  good 
‘ai  i;or  i  fc.ir-  account,' becaufe  thou  art  a  fevere  exatlcr,  who  1  cx- 
cd  then,  beentfe  pefted  wouldft  demand  more  than  thou  gaveft  me.  So 
*rt  *  V“*  it  is  with  graeeiefs,  carelefs,  and  fiothful  minifters  and 
takdf  up  (hit  profeffors  of  Chrift,  who  having  gifts  fmted  to  the  edi- 
liioa  laMcft  not  ficatiop  .of  otjiers,  have  no  concern  about  doing  good 
xiTtaat  thauliJit  Wlfh  them,  and  think  it  enough  if  they  do  no  harm  : 
not  ft*.  They  are  apt  to  form  vain  excufes  for  themfelves,  as  if 

there  were  danger  of  lofs,  and  no  profpe£l  of  fuccefs, 
ii  And  he  though  they  wete  to  take  ever  fo  much  pains  in  at* 
&i:h  unto  Mm,  tempting  to  do  their  duty;  and  they  entertain  hard  and 
mcliuh  wUl°Wl  unrighteous  thoughts  of  Cod,  as  if  he  demanded  more 


thee,  thou  difficult  fer vices,  than  he  had  furnilhed  them  for,  or 
dieted  Amm.  would  affift  them  in. 

tV«l  wwu*  23  But  (*)  the  hing,  being  offended  at  his  fri- 

ma,  uking  volous  pretences  and  unjti ft  charges,  find  to  him.  Thou 
'do*n  wretched,  evil-minded  fervant,  not  only  your  own  ini* 
thit"E  i  qoiiy*  but  even  your  own  mouth  lhall  condemn  you  ; 
did  not  Tow;  If  you  thought  that  I  was  a  fevere  matter,  who  demand- 
ij  'Wherefore  c(j  morc  t^io  1  gave.  Why  did  not  that  very  conJi* 
th™  tnoncy  deration  put  you  upon  trying  feme  way  or  other  to  un- 
into  the  bank,  prove  my  money,  at  leaf!  by  putting  it  to  imereti  *  in 
tUatit  my  com-  fome  public  fund  where  it  might  have  been  fafe,  and  I 
itqaired^  mine  might  have  received  it,  though  not  with  the  greateft, 

yet 


N  O 

*  Chrift  here  feems  to  allow  of  improving 
money,  b)  way  of  intercft  in  public  fend*;  deemed  uuhn-ful 
and  therefore  every  Kind  of  ufuvy,  or  of  in- 


T  E. 

ertiftn^  money  hy  leading  1:,  is  not  to  tie 


%00 

pvn  with  a  fury  ? 


And  he  faid 
jsuio  them  eJiat 

Itood  -by,  Taktf 
fmip  him  the 
pound,  and  £ly£ 
it  to  him  that 
Jiath  icnjiomuk. 


a 5  (And  they 
faid  unto  him, 
J*Oftl ,  he  bath 
fco  jrtiHuU.) 


ad  For  I  Ay 
ttofo  yon.  That 
»;nfo  every  one 
winch  hath  (hill 
}ic  given  i  and 
ft  oin  hhn  that 
hath  not,  even 
rhat  he  hath  flnty 
>-c  tAeq  auray 
from  him. 


a?  Rut  thote 
enemies , 
which 


7JV  EyangtUji  Luke  p&r&phraftd*  Qi.  xit* 

yet  with  fame  increafe  ?  So  it  will  be  in  the  day  of 
judgment:  The  carded 'gracelefs,  and  flothful,  will 
then  be  found  to  be  bafe  sod  wicked  fervams;  and 
Chrift  will  condemn  them  afl  fnch,  not  only  for  their 
jnjguous  charges  upon  him*  but  for  their  not  doing 
what  even  their  own  wrong  notions  about  him  told 
them  he  expeftrd  from  them  :  For  if  they  knew  that 
he  would  demand  an  improvement  of  his  gifts,  to  his 
glory,  and  their  own  and  others  good,  as  indeed  he 
juftly  may.  How  could  they  eipeft  to  cfcape  his  auger 
for  thetr  negligence  and  flotb,  in  making  no  good  ufe 
of  them  at  all  ? 

24  Hereupon  the  king  ordered  fotre  that  were  pre- 
fent,  to  rake  (his  pound  away  from  the  wicked  and 
flothful  fervanr,  and  give  it  to  him  who  had  already  ten 
pounds*  So  Chrift,  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  king¬ 
dom  in  this  world,  often  biafts  the  gifts  of  thofe  that 
make  no  good  ufe  of  them,  and,  in  the  day  of  judgr 
mem,  will  drip  them  of  all  the  advantages  they  enjoy¬ 
ed  before ;  and  he  increafe  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his 
good  fervams,  that  live  in  the  exrrcife  of  them  here, 
and  will  diftinguifh  them  that  have  been  mod  faithful 
and  diligent,  with  remarkable  degrees  of  glo  ry  hereafter. 

2c  The  ftanders-by,  ohjefting  again  ft  this,  faid  to 
the  king.  How  is  it  that  fbou  wilt  order  this  pound  to 
he  given  to  him  who  has  already  ten  pounds?  So  fome, 
who  are  ftrangers  to  the  rich  liberality  of  Chrift,  in  hip 
gracious  dealings  with  his  faithful  people  and  fervants, 
fire  Jrcadjr  to  envy  their  fuperior  gifts  here,  and  the  high 
honour  Chrift  will  put  upon  them  in  tbeday  uf  judgment# 

26  But  the  king  Cgnifipd,  that  his  order,  mould  not 
be  reverfed  :  For  I  tell  you,  faid  he,  it  is  my  will  that 
he  who  makes  a  right  ufe  of  what  I  have  entrufted 
him  with,  (hall  have  iUU  more;  but  be  who  makes 
UP  good  pfe  of  it,  (halt  be  deprived  even  of  that 
which  I  had  given  him.  60  Chrift  allures  us,  that  his 
faithful  difeipfe  and  fervams  who  make  a  right  im¬ 
provement  of  the  graces,  gifts,  and  opportunities  he 
bellows  upon  them,  (hall  have  the  gregteft  increafe  of 
them  here,  and  (hall  (bine  as  the  (tars  in  the  firma¬ 
ment  for  ever  and  ever;  and  that  the  unprofitable  and 
flothful  {errant  and  prufeftor  (hall  often  be  deprived  of 
his  gifts  and  abilities  in  this  world,  and  (hall  becaft  in¬ 
to  outer  darkneft  in  the  next.  {Matth.  xxv*  30.) 

27  When  the  king  had  taken  this  account  of  Ms 
fervams,  and  dealt  with  them  fuitable  to  their  different 
characters,  he  at  laft  proceeded,  with  the  utmoft  feve-r 
fhyf  againft  his  obffinatc  and  implacable  enemies, 

faying, 


Ch*  w 
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which  wwjU  m> t  faying,  But  as  to  thofe  rebellious  fubje&s  of  mine  ova 
IcMi  »»er^md  city,  who  abfoiurely  refufe  to  have  me  for  their  ruler, 
bring  hither,  snd  I  will  make  them  the  molt  dreadful  examples  of  my 
•W  them  before  juft  indignation,  by  bringing  them  forth,  and  putting 
fl,e’  them  to  death  before  my  face.  So  Chrift  will  execute 

the  moft  terrible  vengeance  on  the  rebellious  nation  of 
the  JtTvt,  and  on  all  that  obftinately  rejedk  bis  autho¬ 
rity  and  grace,  efpecially  on  tbofe  that  bore  a  vifible 
relation  to  him  *. 

28  Our  blefled  Lord,  having  thus  guarded  againft 
miftaken  prejudices  about  the  nature  of  his  kingdom, 
continued  his  journey  toward  Jerufalem  ;  and,  know¬ 
ing  that  the  approaching  paffuver  was  the  appointed 
time  for  his  being  made  a  facrifice  for  fin,  he  went 
foremoll  of  the  company,  to  (hew  how  ready  he  was  to 
offer  htmfelf. 

29,  30  And  when  he  arrived  at  the  mount  of  0 lives 3 
near  Betbphage  and  Bethany^  he  thought  fit  to  make  a 
public  entry  into  Jerufakmy  in  a  fort  of  humble  tri¬ 
umph,  which  might  at  once  rrprefent  his  low  condi¬ 
tion  in  .this  world,  and  the  high  honours  that  were  ne- 
lic  fent  two  of  verthelefs  due  to  him,  as  the  King  of  ijracl,  and  in  a 
bis dhctp!«,  little  time,  would  be  conferred  upon  him  in  his  exal¬ 
tation  to  his  kingdom,  at  the  Father’s  right  band* 
And  therefore,  having  a  perfeft  fore- knowledge  of  e* 
very  minute  circum fiance  of  things,  he  ordered  two  of 

_  his  difciples  to  go  into  a  village,  which  lay  at  a  little 

colt  twd,  where-  diftance,  telling  them,  that,  at  their  very  entrance  into 
£«  nrg  *r’  **“7  ®n<*  aQ  a^6's  colr>  which  had  never  been 

aoi  bring  bm  backed,  and  bade  them  untie  and  bring  it  to  him,  (See 
hither.  °  the  note  on  Matih.  xxi.  7.} 

31  And  if  any  2 i  And,  faid  he,  if  any  one  go  about  to  prevent 
you,  alking  what  bufirtefs  ye  have  to  meddle  with  the 
colt,  and  lead  it  away,  ye  fiiall  anfwer  him,  that  yonr 
Lord  and  Matter  has  at  prefent  a  fpecial  oocafion  to 
make  ufe  of  it  ;  and  this  (hall  fo  far  pacify  him,  that 
he  will  readily  let  you  bring  it  to  nje. 

32  Then  the  two  difciples,  in  obedience  to  their 
Lord’s  command,  went  into  the  village;  and,  punctu¬ 
ally  following  his  directions,  found  every  thing  come 
to  pals,  juft  as  he  had  foretold. 

33  Accor- 


a?  And  when 
he  had  tliQs  fpo- 
Jtcn,  he  went  be¬ 
fore,  amending  up 
£0  Jcrifafeai- 


ip  And  it  came 
lo  pafs  when  he 
was  come  nigh  to 
Bcibpha^c  and 
Jldhun/j  at  the 

mount  «Jkd  tbf 

of  Olives 


30  Saying,  Go 
ye  into  the  vil¬ 
lage  over- again  ft 
ysn  i  in  the  which 
At  your  entering 
Ibitl  find  a 


roan  uk  you  , 
Why  do  you  looie 
bir* '?  rhuj  (hull 
yc  fay  unto  him, 
Bcuufe  the  Lord 
hath  need  of 
him* 

31  And  they 
that  were  ibit 
went  their  Way, 
and  found  even 
«  he  had  laid 
unto  thrgL 


T  E. 

made  of  them  by  the  Jfrmra;,  And  this 
wat  to  be  a  lively  emblem  of  the  (till  jdoic 
leTTihle  and  cvenalUug  dcflm&iun  he  will 
bring  upon  them,  and  upon  all  the  Ungodly, 
vrho  ohftinately  perfill  in  thdr  lint,  and  m 
thdr  rejefling  of  Chrill  and  his  gofpd,  and 
a  moft  exemphrv  execution  of  his  vengeance  efpctklly  u|*>ii  apofates  vheu  he  Jhall 
i:pun  them,  :n  dreadful  bayock  that  was  come  to  judge  the  world  at  the  Uft  dayT 


N  O 

*  At  the  Jc-wty  after  Chrift’s  afrthfion 
Atul  the  effoffou  of  bit  Spirit,  continued  re* 
lolutdy  to  oppofe  hi*  grace  and  government, 
perfifted  to  ! heir  impenitence  and  unbelief, 
pertecuted  his  difciples,  and  Mafphcmed  his 
name,  he  destroyed  their  city  and  nation  by 


33  A-nt),  a* 
iVty  were  lotffiny 
the  coir  %  the 
etfnerii  theroof 
fciri  hdco  them* 
Why  iodTeyetbe 
colt  ? 

34  And  they 
iaid ,  The  Lord 
tilth  ifdcd  of 


33  And  they 
broa^t  hint  to 
Jefiis  :  ami  they 
raft  tbrir  gar¬ 
ments  4ipoa  (he 
colt,  arid  thfeylct 
Jdtis  A  aeon. 


id  And*  u  he 

teot,  .tbdy-fpxmd 
their  dutbet  in 

tbcuiiy* 
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xi'r.' 


37  And  when 
be  was  came 
High,  ertn  now 
he  tbe  JdhuE  df 
the  mount  of 
Olives,  the  whole 
multitude  trf  the 
dlBtiple*  begin  to 
njotee  iod:pru& 
God  with  i  loud 
voice,  for  ril  the 
mighty  works 
tbit  they  bid 

J*  f^njc , 
J&kfled  h<  the 
ktagthitotfmeth 
in  the  name  of 
the  LdtJ  peace 
to  hciTcn,  and 

flory.  'in  the 
Agbcft. 


33  Accordingly,  while  they  were  untying  the  coir* 
fome  of  its  proprietors  a Deed  them,  what  they  meant 
by  offering  ro  take  it  away  ?  thereby  intimating,  that 
they  (hoold  let  it  alone* 

34  Bur  {*)  they,  according  to  the  inftruftions  Chrift 
had  given  them,  replied.  That  their  Lord  and  Matter 
had  a  fpecial  ocedion  juft  then  to  make  ufc  of  it ;  i>* 
pon  which  thefe  peffons  made  oo  further  oppofition, 
but  let  the  difciplcs  take  their  own  courfe. 

35  And  they,  bringing  the  colt  to  Jefus,  put  their 

clothes  upon  it,  for  the  cafe,  convenience,  and  decen¬ 
cy,  of  his  fitting;  and,  having  thus  arrayed  it,  they 
mounted  him  upon  it,  that  he  might  ride  in  the  meek 
glory  of  his  triumph  to  Jentfakm\  whereby  Tome  an* 
cient  prophecies  of  the  Meffiah  were  fulfilled  in  him. 
{Sec  Mattb*  xxi.  4,  7.  and  the  notes  there*) 

3 6  And  as  he  marched  toward  the  city,  the  people* 
to  exprefs  their  high  refpeffc  and  joy,  fpiead  their  gar¬ 
ments,  like,  carpets,  in  the  way,  for  bim  to  pafs  over, 
as  was  ufual  at  the  triumphal  proceffions  and  entries  of 
great  princes  into  their  capital  cities;  others  cut  off 
the  hrauchcs  of  trees,  and  flrewed  them  in  the  road, 
{Nattb.  xxi*  8.  fee  the  note  there.)  And  many,  when 
they  heard  at  Jeru/alem  of  his  approach,  went  tiut  from 
thence  to  meet  him,  with  branches  of  palm-trees  in 
their  bands*  {JcbnxYu  13.) 

37  And  when  he  arrived  at  the  lower  part  of  mount 
Qtivtti  on  that  fide  which  was  next  the  city,  and  not 
far  from  it,  a  numerous  crowd  of  difeipies,  that  attend* 
ed  him,  began,  as  with  one  heart  and  one  mouth,  to 
unite  their  voices  in  fitch  loud  and  joyful  acclamations, 
as  caufed  the  air  to  cccho  with  the  nigh  praifes  of  God, 
for ,  the  many  great  and  wonderful  miracles  which 
thetr  King  and  Saviour  had  wrought,  and  which  were 
brought  to  their  remembrance  by  what  they  had  late* 
ly  fecn,  or  heard  of,  in -his  railing  'Lazarus  from  the 
dead*  (feba*  ii*  17,  18.) 

38  Therefore,  amidft  their  praifes  of  God,  they 
honoured  Jefus,  and  expreffed  their  joy,  as  they  ufed 
to  do  at  their  feaft  of  tabernacles,  faying,  Bleffed  be 
Mefliah  our  King,  who  is  come  with  a  divine  com  mi  f- 
fion  and  authority  to  fave  us  :  Peace  is  hrought  to  eanh 
from  heaven,  God  now  fhews  himfclf  to  be  reconciled, 
all  is  fafe  and  happy  :  May  profperity  attend  the  Savi¬ 
our  and  his  kingdom,  and  every  glory  be  heaped  upon 
him!  we  extol  him  in  the  bigbeft  Grains  3  may  his 
throne  be  exalted  above  every  other  throne!  And  may 
the  bleffed  angels  join  thetr  loudeft  fongs  with  ours, 

that 


Ch.  lit 


3P  And  ibloe 
of  the  PbariJta 
tram  roong  the 
multitude  tod un+ 
to  him,  M after, 
rebuke  thy  dif* 
ctpks* 


40  Andhesn* 
fvcttd  and  tod 


uocq  them,  I  ttll 
m  that  sf  theft 
mould  bold  ibeir 


peace,  the  Rones 
would  imioedi* 


aidy  ay  out. 


41  And,  when 
tic  whi  come 
near,  he  beheld 
the  city ,  and 
wept  over  It. 


4a  Saying, 
If  thoQ  had  It 
known  ,  even 
thou,  ID  thu  thy 
day,  the  things 
winch 
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that  his  name  may  be  ever  glorified,  and  God*s  namein 
him!  (See  the  notes  on  Mattb*  xxi-  9.} 

39  White  they,  under  a  divine  afflatus,  were  thus 
paying  Their  honours  to  Chriflr  his  enemies  were  vex- 
ed  and  enraged  at  it  3  and  fome  of  the  Pbartfees7  who 
mixed  with  this  vaft  multitude,  fearing  that  it  would 
tffcQualiy  deftroy  their  authority  among  the  people, 
and  defeat  their  malicious  defigns  againft  him,  fpakc 
tn  him  with  great  contempt  and  indignation,  faying. 
Matter,  how  does  this  confifl  with  your  pretences  to 
gravity  and  humility !  Wh.it  a  ridiculous  farce  is  here ! 
and  how  mutinous  and  frdiuous  is  this!  Command 
your  difciples  to  be  quiet,  and  not  to  make  fiich  an  in* 
tolerable  lioife. 

40  But,  in  (It  ad  of  checking  them,  he  Severely  top 
buked  the  Pbariftcs7  faying.  Whatever  evil  conft-rnc- 
lions  ye  put  upon  their  joyful  acclamations,  I  aflufd 
you,  they  are  fo  fit  and  necrlTiry,  and  due  to  me,  -and 
fo  much  to  my  Father**  honour,  that  if  thefe  perfonh 
were  to  he  filcnt  to  our  praife,  others  fhouldbc  found 
to  proclaim  it;  yea,  rather  than  fail,  as  ^reat  a  mira* 
clc  fhould  be  wrought  for  this  purpose,  as  if  the  very 
{tones  were  ft)  burft  out  into  the  loud  eft  fongs  ;  and  if 
all  the  Jews  were  to  with  hold  the  honour  which  be** 
longs  to  me  as  the  Mefliah,  the  moft  ftiipid  andun* 
likely,  fuch  as  ye  reckon  the  heathens  to  be,  flxmld 
rife  up  and  pay  them* 

41  When  he  drew  fo  near  the  city,  as  to  take  a  full 
protpetfc  of  it,  he  beheld  its  grandeur  and  magnifi¬ 
cence  \  and,  his  human  paflions  being  moved  with  the 
thoughts  of  its  approaching  defolation,  for  the  obfti- 
nate  impenitence  and  unbelief  of  its  inhabitants*  he,  a- 
midft  the  hofannas  of  the  people,  compaflionatcly  la¬ 
mented  over  it  with  tears  *. 

41  Saying,  as  a  man  and  minifter,  O  thou  great 
and  populous  city,  who  haft  been  flourifhing  and  prof- 
perous,  and  once  wert  the  city  of  God’s  peculiar  ha¬ 
bitation,  how  melancholy  is  the  thought,  that  erelong 
thy  glory  will  depart!  O  that  thou  hadft  been  wife  ft 
Happy  would  it  have  been  for  thee,  hadft  thou  but 
underftood,  and  ferioully  confidered  the  things,  which 

relate 


NOTES, 

*  He  did  this  to  Ibew  that  he  had  the  real  t  Soilw  fuppofe  this  to  be  the  Torn  of  a 
afTetfiom  of  human  nature,  wu  tenderly  eifli ;  otlier$nkc  it  to  be  an  ihrujif  ftaienovt 
touched  with  the  thoogbts  of  Jcntfalems  under  fbong  workings  of  the  pafftnas,  which 
iniquities  and  mtfertn,  and  would  try  alt  is  to  be  {applied  with  fuch  words  a*  theft, 
proper  mean*  10  awaken  a  juft  concern  in  lUppy  vrwld  it  have  been  for  tbtt,  if  then 
the  people's  minds  about  thdr  pwu  tin  and  hadft  known,  i^rc~  accordingly  1  have  taken 
ruin,  both  ienfei  into  the  paraph  cafe* 
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wiiVfc  fahat  *rrto 
thy  peace!  but 
now  they  arc  hid 
from  thine  eyes* 


43  Pot  the  days 
tiull  come  upon 
thee,  that  thine 
dKVJtj  (ball  aft 
a  trench  about 
thtty  and  com* 
pafr  thee  round, 
nnil  keep  thee  ui 
on  every  fide, 

44  And  flutt 
lay  thee  even  with* 
the  ground*  and 
tli  ydii  idrcnwiih  - 
in  thee ;  and 
they  ftkajl  noc 
leave  ia  tboc  one 
Done  upon  ano¬ 
ther  ;  becaufe 
tbmi  kneweft  not 
the  time  of  thy 
viiitatioiu 

41  And  he  went 
into  the  temple, 
pud  began  to  raft 
one  them  that  fold 
lh4fdn,snd  them 
that  bought, 

46  Saying  m>~ 
to  them.  It  ia 
driven  ,My  houir 
is  the  houfe  of 
prayer ;  but  ye 
have 


relate  to  thy  temporal  and  eternal  happinefs,  if  not  be¬ 
fore,  yet  now  at  lead  to  this  Iaft  feaftm  of  grace  !  But, 
alas  !  whaifoever  may  be  the  cafe  of  fome  few  among 
you,  it  is  now  too  late  for  you,  as  a  community,  and 
for  the  chief  and  greateft  part  of  you,  to  obtain  mercy: 
God  is  about  to  deprive  you  of  all  means  of  falvation, 
to  give  you  tip,  in  righteous  judgment,  to  that  blind- 
nefs  of  mind  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  which  ye  have 
chofcn,  and  to  bring  upon  you  the  utter  deftru&ion 
which  ye  have  deferred. 

43  For  the  appointed  time  draws  near,  in  which 
your  enemies  w  ill  furround  and  clofety  befiege  you  on 
every  fide,  and  will  (hut  up  all  your  inhabitants  within 
your  walls,  fo  that  none  of  them  (halt  efcape. 

44  As  to  thy  flrong  and  fumptuous  buildings,  they 
(ball  be  fo  utterly  razed  to  their,  very  foundations,  that 
not  one  (lone  (hall  be  left  upon  another,  to  (hew  the 
ruins  of  thine  antient  grandeur;  and  as  to  thine  inha* 
bitants,  they  dial l  all  be  nuferably  deftroyed  by  the  fu¬ 
ry  of  their  enemies,  and  by  the  juft  vengeonce  of  God, 
becaufe  thou  haft  (hut  thine  eyes,  and  hardened  tbine 
heart  again  ft  the  light  of  my  word,  and  tbe  drivings 
of  my  Spirit,  and  wouldft  not  regard  my  warnings  and 
threat nings  on  one  hand,  nor  my  kind  invitations  and 
overtures  of  mercy  on  the  other1*, 

4;,  46  Jefus  at  length  attired  to  the  city ;  and,  a- 
lighting  from  the  afs's  colt  went  not  to  the  royal  pa¬ 
lace,  as  if  he  jdeGgned  to  fet  up  for  a  fecular  prince, 
but  to  the  tempfe,  as  to  his  own  houfe,  whofe  kingdom 
was  not  of  this  world  :  And  upon  his  entering  into  the 
outward  coyrt,  called  the  court  of  the  Gentiles ,  where 
the  profelytes  ttfed  to  wprlhip,  he  found  that  the  peo¬ 
ple,  by  tj>e  encouragement  and  for  the  advantage  of 
the  priefts,  had  turned  it  into  a  market-place,  foe 
changing  of  money,  and  for  buying  and  felling  of  oxen, 
fheep,  and  doves,  (fee  the  parapnrafe  on  Matt.  sxi. 
12.) ;  But,  he  drove  out  all  thefc  traders,  and  would 
not  f offer  them  to  continue  there;  faying,  It  is  written, 
(  If  a.  Ivi.  ”•)  Thy  houfe  fball  he  called  an  houfe  of  prayer 
for  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews  ;  bat  ye  have  profaned  it, 
by  putting  it  to  fecular  ufes,  to  which  it  was  never 

COll- 


N  o  T  E. 

*  All  this  was  verified,  when,  a-  pic  and  city*  arid  to  by  all  Icvd,  rzreptW 

boot  forty  year*  afterwards,  Thus  briicgi'd  three  towers,  which  in  JuTim  the  apejtaU1* 
JtTufaicmt  caft  up  a  trench,  and  brill  a  wall  days  were  alfc  levelled  with  the  ground,  a* 
round  about  it,  that  none  or  the  Jtwi  might  we  are  told  by  Jtfipbus  and  other  hiftnran*. 
deape  \  and  at  lafk  the  temple  being  fired  Vid*  Jofifh,  ir  fail*  Jad ,  /,  j.  t.  aj*  Jt  /.  f* 
contrary  to  his  will,  ha  commanded  the  Ail-  c*  1*  &  SetraT  a,  to* 
dim  to  dig  up  the  roumbtUjns  of  (Ilc  uu»- 


O.  u’i, 


*The  itvangskfl  Luke  p&raphrdfeS* 


*o  S 


h»«  made  it  a 
den  of  thieves* 


41  And  He 
UughE  daily  in 
the  temple.  Bitt 
the  chief  priefts, 
and  the  frribe&1 
and  the  chief  of 
the  people, fought 
to  (Itftroy  him  ; 

48  And  toolJ 
net  find  what 
they  might  do : 
for  ail  the  people 
were  wry  alien¬ 
ate  to  hear  bim* 


confocrated  ;  and,  according  to  the  complaint  mi  mo* 
tber  prophet,  [Jtr*  vii.  ir.)  Ye,  by  your  covetouf* 
nefs  and  unlawful  gains  here,  have  turned  the  tanQu« 
ary  of  the  Lord  into  a  place  for  robbery  and  extortion* 
(See  the  note  on  Mark  xi,  15.) 

47,  48  And,  when  he  had  purged  the  temple  from 
thtfc  abufes,  be  continued  preaching  there  every  day  of 
that  week,  till  the  paffbver  came  on  at  which  he  fuf- 
feied  t*  Bm  the  chief  priefts,  doctors  of  the  law,  and 
the,  principal  heads  and  rulers  of  the  people,  were  fi> 
enraged  at  his  fpirtiual  and  holy  doftrine,  and  at  his 
opposing  their  corruptions  and  their  authority,-  that 
they  held  dole  confultations  about  putting  hhn  to  death  j, 
and  yet  they  could  not  tell  how  to  contrive  a  fcheme 
for  doing  it  effettualiy,  and  with  fafety  for  themfelves  r 
For  the  generality  of  the  common  people  (f^p* 
hung  upon  Mm,  and  were  exceeding  diligent  in  attend^ 
ing  bis  miniftry,  who,  they  thought,  fpoke  like  one  ha* 
ving  authority,  and  not  in  fticb  an  empty,  jejune* 
trifling  manner  as  the  feribes. 


RE  COLLECTIONS, 

What  riches  of  foverrign  grace  are  there  in  Chrift,  whofe  eye  is  upon  hla  (beep 
wherever  they  are  l  He  prevents  them  with  his  free  mercy,  touches  the  heart* 
of  the  rich  as  well  as  poor,  and  of  greater  as  well  as  teller  tinners,  and  fbmttrmca 
turns  curiofity  itfelf  into  elEe&ual  faith  and  repentance  ;  it  is  good  to  be  found 
in  his  way  And  O  what  a  wonderful  change  does  grace  make  in  its  feerct  ope¬ 
rations  i  It  opens  the  car  £0  Chrift**  call,  and  the  heart  to  receive  him  gladly;  it 
brings  the  whole  man  into  an  obediential  iubjc£Koi>to  him,  in  whatfoever  he 
demands:  it  turns  tlw  covetous,  proud,  and  cruel  opprcfForaiid  extortioner, 
into  an  humble  and  honed,  merciful  a  ml  liberal  man;  and  it  engages  him  to* 
make  reftitution,  as  for  as  poffibJe,  for  every  injury  he  has  done  to  others*  How 
great  is  the  bapptnefs  that  attends  this  change,  as  the  bJeffiug  of  Abraham  there¬ 
in  comes  npon  him,  who  was  in  a  Soft  ftate  before;  and  as  it  opens  a  door  of 
hope  for  his  family,  together  with  himfdf  1  And  how  high  fhould  Chrift  Jtand  ia 
our  account,  who  came  to  fave  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  i  All  that  we  ealiour 
property  is  his,  and  nothing  jhould  be  with-held  from  him ;  he  is  worthy  of  the 
moft  exalted  triumph,  arid  joyful  prnife;  and,  however  foinc  msy  envy  and  de- 
traft  from  his  honour,  he  will  have  a  feed  to  ferve  and  glorify  him :  His  hmife 
fhallbe  reformed,  divine  inllitutions  fhafl  be  preferred,  and  his  authority  ihall 
bear  down  ail  oppoTition  before  him :  All  our  knowledge  and  aiUftances,  privile¬ 
ges  and  means  of  grace  arc  bis  gifts,  to  be  improved  for  him ;  and  when  he  comes 
again  to  judgment,  he  will  require  a  ftridt  account  of  what  wc  have  done  with 
them-  How  earaeft  then  fhould  we  be  for  grace  to  make  a  gcod  life  of  all  hia 
other  gift*  !  Dreadful  will  be  the  cafe  of  the  fioihful  fervant;  Chrift  will  count 
him  a  wicked  one,  for  not  doing  what  he  might  and  ought,  aud  will  righteously- 
flip  him  of  all  the  comforts  and  advantages  he  ever  enjoyed  or  hoped  for;  The 
things  that  belong  to  bis  peace  may  Jbou  be  hid  from  l±is  eyes ;  and  thofe  eiic* 

mica 
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f  lie  in  thc&  few  dayf  rliWirfcd  con¬ 
cern  in  j  the  nature,  and  drfgn  of  his  death, 
the  incredulity  ami  rejection  of  the  Jevrst 
4Cid  bringing  in  of  the  GraaVrj,  his  own  di¬ 
vine  authority,  and  his  coining  to  judge  the 
v.uiid  41  the  kft  day,  with  ether 


things,  renting  to  him  (elf  and  bis  faring 
work,  as  uc  fiajd  them  recorded  In  the  next 
chapm,  ami  in  Ur-.uh.  xati,  xaii,  xaiii,  xvivr 
xkv*  chapter?,  Murk  x\t  ?dt.  etiaptrra, 

John  sal  Ly  lLc  end  ol  the  charter* 


a®6>  'The  Evangellfl  Lukb  parapbraftd*  Gb.  zx. 

nits,  who  will  not  that  Chrift  (haul  J  reign  cr  cr  them,  (hall  be  (lain  before  him* 
But  O  what  free  and  bountiful  rewards  will  he  beftow  upon  hi*  faithful  fensuta* 
in  wife  proportions,  beyond  their  expectations  or  deferts  1  God  works  in  them 
that  which  is  weli-pUfjing  in  ku  fight*  through  Jrfus  (Shrift*  that  they  may  <h 
hit  wilt  and  they  are  encouraged  to  be  always  abounding  in  the  work  o)  the 
Lard**  for  as  vyueh  at  thty  kmw  that  their  labour  Jhall  mt  he  in  vain  in  the 
Lord*  Htb-  xiti*  ai.  and  i  Cor*  iy.  j8. 


CHAP.  XX. 


Cbrifl's  vindication  of  his  authority  by  a  qucjtim  about  John's  baptifin9 
I*— 8*  The  parable  of  the  vineyard ,  9,-19*  The  obedience  that 
is  to  be  paid  to  the  civil  magiftratef  20*— 26*  The  refurrtftion  vin~ 
dieated  againft  the  Sadduces*  27,-38.  The  ferihes  puzzled  wish  a 
quejlion  about  ChriJTs  being  David's  fon>  39, — 44.  And  a  caution 
againjl  the  feribes,  45,-47* 

Text.  PARAPHRASE* 


AND  it  cam  t  to 

pafs,  that,  on 
one  of  thofc  days, 
«  he  teught  the 
people  in  the 
temple  ,  and 
preached  the  gof~ 
pd  t  the  chief 
priefts  and  the 
lento  cvnenpon 
him  with  the  el* 
dsn. 


%  And  fpake 
unto  him,  faying, 
Tdl  U£  by  what 
lUthoricy  do-fl 
thou  t  hefe  things? 
or  who  it  he  that 
gave  thee  this 
authority  l 


3  And  he  an- 
frrcrrd  and  laid 
no  to  them,  I  will 
a]fo  you  one 
thing  i  and  an* 
fwer  met 


'T'lIE  chief  priefts,  feribes ,  and  elder**  that  made  up 
■*"  the  Jcviifb  fanhedrim,  having  formed  a  defign  a-* 
gainft  ChrifPs  life*  wanted  a  fair  pretence  to  execute  it ; 
and  as  they  were  afraid  of  provoking  the  people*  who 
had  generally  a  good  opinion  of  him,  they  refolvedto  try* 
whether  they  could  not  urge  him  to  fay  fomething  that 
might  give  them  a  plaufibkoccafion  of  hying  fed  it  ion, 
or  blafphemy  to  his  charge  :  And  therefore  as*  from 
day  to  day,  he  was  continually  ioftruQing  all  that  came 
to  the  temple,  and  preaching  the  gofpel  to  them  ;  lb* 
on  one  of  thofe  days*  thefe  men  came  in  a  body,  ho¬ 
ping  to  furprize  and  terrify  him. 

2  And  they  faid  to  him,  in  a  fierce,  intuiting  man¬ 
ner,  Wc  come  as  perfous  that  have  a  right  to  demand 
what  you  mean  by  this  way  of  going  on,  and  Infill  up¬ 
on  your  telling  us  by  whofe  commiJEon  you  thus  take 
upon  you  ?  Who  empowered  you  to  enter  Jerufalem  in 
fuch  a  public  and  noify  manner,  to  turn  the  buyers  and 
fellers  out  of  the  temple,  to  broach  new  do&nnes,  and 
preach  down  thofe  which  have  been  fo  long  eftablifh- 
ed,  and  to  attempt  the  IdTtning  of  our  chara&er  a- 
mong  the  people?  Fray,  who  could  pretend  to  give  you 
a  com  miff]  on,  and  from  whom  do  you  fay  you  had  au¬ 
thority  for  doing  fuch  things  as  thefe  ? 

3  But  {*<)  Jefus  knowing  their  invidious  dcflgm* 
and  having  many  a  time  before  aflerted  his  divine  com- 
miflion,  and  proved  it  by  various  fignai  miracles,  faid, 
1  have  likewise  a  queftion  of  the  time  nature  to  put  to 
you  ;  and  if  ye  will  anfwer  it^  I  will  tell  you  plainly 
yrho  ir  is  that  has  authorized  me  to  do  all  thefe  things  : 


4  Thebsptifoi  '  4  When  John  came  preaching  the  doctrine  of  re- 

**  penuncej  and  baptized  the  people  into  the  faith  of  the 

approach' 


Ch>  xx> 

cf  John,  wu  if 
from  heaven,  or 
of  men? 

S  And  they 
rcaJoncd  with 
tiK.ni  (Lira,  fey* 
iuj.  If  ve  Hull 
fay.  From  hea¬ 
ven;  hcvlli  fey. 
Why  then  be* 
Uevcd  ye  him 
nor  ? 

tf  Rut  and  if 
rc  fey.,  Of  men  j 
rhe  nenple 
will  ftonenv  for 
th<!j  he  persuad¬ 
ed  that  John  vaa 
a  prophet* 


7  And  they 
anfiwrM  T  that 
they  could  not 
tell  whence  it 
"jtas* 


$  And  Jefus 
fevt  unto  them. 
Neither  telll  you 
liy  what  apthori* 
tr  1  do  thefc 
ctunjjt. 

p  Then  begin 
he  to  fpeakto  the 
[voptc  this  para¬ 
ble  :  A  certain 
man  planted  & 
vineyard,  and  let 
U  forth  to  huf- 
handmen  t  and 
went  into  i  far 
country  tor  a 
hug  time, 


The-  Evangtlift  Lore  paraphrased L 


*>? 


approaching  Mefliah,  Was  it  by  a  cormniflion  from  God; 
or  only  of  his  own  head,  or  by  the  order  and  appoint¬ 
ment  of  any  other  man  ? 

5 1  6  This  qucitioQ  exceedingly  gravelled  them,  their 
thoughts  working  after  this  manner  :  If  we  (halt  fay 
that  John  the  Baptifi  was  (cm  of  God  to  preach  and 
baptize,  we  (hall  give  up  our  main  point*  and  confirm 
the  authority  of  Jefus  again!]:  ourfelvcs;  for  he  wiHccr* 
tainly  reply  upon  us,  that  then  we  can  never  anfwer 
our  reje£ting  himfelf  and  his  do&rine*  to  which  that 
divine  meffengtr  gave  teflimony  ;  And,  on  the  other 
hand*  if  we  (hall  fay*  that  John  came  of  his  own  head, 
or  only  by  the  order  and  appointment  of  fome  other  man, 
the  generality  of  the  people  will  be  fo  incenfed  again  ft 
us*  as  to  ftone  us  ;  for  they  are  fully  per  funded  that  he 
was  a  prophet,  who  had  a  divine  commifEon  for  what 
he  faid  and  did. 

7  And  therefore*  perceiving  the  danger  of  anTwering 
either  way*  they  declined  giving  their  real  fentiments 
about  John’s  do£krine  and  bantilm*  and  pretended  not 
to  know  whence,  or  from  what  original  his  authority 
was  derived. 

8  Upon  this  Jefiis  faid  to  them.  Since  ye  refufe  to 
an  Tver  fo  plain  a  queftion,  which  would  have  ferved  for 
a  juft  reply  to  your  own*  1  inay  well  he  excuferi  telling 
you  from  whom  1  have  my  authority  to  do  what  ye 
have  feen  and  heard;  and  therefore  at  prefent  (ball  fay 
nothing  farther  about  ir. 

.  9  Having  thus  defeated  the  defign  of  thefe  his  im¬ 
placable  enemies*  in  fuch  a  way  as  carried  a  fmart  re¬ 
proof  for  their  disregarding  both  his  own  and  John’s  au¬ 
thority*  he  proceeded  in  a  difeourfe  ro  the  people*  to* 
gerher  with  them*  to  deliver  the  following  parable;  by 
which  he  intimated,  that  God  would  call  off  the  Jevs* 
ijb  nation*  and  particularly  the  fcri&es  and  Phartfies » 
notwith  (landing  all  theit  pretences  to  religion,  for  their 
ohftinatcly  reputing  him;  and  would  receive  the  be¬ 
lieving  Gentiles  in  their  room :  There  was,  faid  he,  a. 
certain  man,  who  planted  a  vineyard*  and  provided  ic 
with  everything  necrOary  and  convenient;  and,  hiviog 
let  it  out  tofome  hufbandmen,  to  cultivate  and  improve 
it,  be  took  a  long  journey,  from  which  he  was  nor  to  re¬ 
turn  for  a  great  while.  So  God  in  flouted  the  JrutiJb 
church  by  the  hand  of  Mofes^  enriching  it  with  many 
privileges  and  hleffings,  fuitable  to  that  difp^nfation ; 
and  then*  committing  its  admimftration  to  the  chief 
priefU  and  rulers  of  the  people*  he  withdrew  the  viG- 
ble  appearances  of  his  pre fence*  and  left  them  promifea 
gf  returning  again  iu  fome  future  age, 


ftot 

id  And  at  the 
fiafoti  he  fent  z 
firvznt  to  the 
huftnadmcn^bat 
they  Aiould  give 
Jiim  of  the  fruit 
of  ihe  vineyard* 
hut  ihe  husband¬ 
men  box  him , 
and  Jent  him  n- 
way  empty. 


it  And  agatrt 
he  Cent  another 
feryant !  and  they 
heat  him  al fo, 
and  entreated  Aim 
JhuDtfnUy ,  and 
frit  hn  away 
empty* 

ii  And  aspio 
he  fait  the  third: 
and  they  woo  tid¬ 
ed  him  alio,  ud 
tiaft  bin  out. 


13  Thru  ftid 
the  lord  of  the 
Vineyard  >  What 
Hull  I  do  ?  I  will 
find  my  beloved 
Son :  it  may  be 
they  will  reve¬ 
rent*  him  when 
they  fie  him. 


T*  Rot,  when 

the  husbaodmen 
fa«  him  ,  they 
tnfoned  among 
tbuldm,  fiy- 
iag, 
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to  And  when  the  proper  feafon  for  vines  hearing,  and 
bringing  forth  ripe  grapes  was  come,  (fee  the  note  on 
Mark  xii.  2.)  the  matter  fent  his  fervants  to  the  huf- 
bandmen,  to  require  the  profits,  and  to  aflift  in  gather¬ 
ing  and  managing  tbe  fruits :  But  they,  infiead  of  an- 
fwering  his  juft  demands,  fhamefully  abufed  his  fervants, 
and  drove  them  empty  away.  So  when  God’s  ancient 
people  the  Jews  had  enjoyed  thefe  rich  advantages  for 
a  considerable  time,  and  brought  forth  little  good  fruit 
anfwerable  to  them,  he  fent  feveral  prophets,  under  the 
former  part  of  the  Old  Teftament-difpenfation,  to  flic 
them  up  to  their  duty,  and  to  inftrutt  and  encourage 
them  in  his  ways :  But  they  ndfed  up  perfections  a- 
gainft  his  fervants,  and  difregarded  their  meftage,  in- 
ftead  of  returning  to  him,  and  yielding  the  holy  obedi¬ 
ence  be  demanded  of  them;  and  the  corruptions  of  the 
priefts,  and  rulers  had  fuch  an  influence'  upon  the  peo¬ 
ple,  that  God  had  tio  revenues  of  glory  frrfirf  them. 

11,  12  And  again  the  matter  fent  other  fervants,  orte 
after  another,  from  time  to  time:  But  {*)  the  hufband- 
men,  ftill  permitting  in  their  difobedience,  abufed  them 
more  than  the  former,  driving  them  away  alfo  empty- 
handed,  So  God  continued  to  fend  the  latter  propbets 
to  the  JetBSy  with  further  counfcls  and  cautions  to  re¬ 
claim  them  ;  and,  at  the  clofe  of  that  dtfpenfation,  he 
fent  John  the  Baptift  to  point  out  the  MefTtah,  and  to 
call  them  to  repentance,  and  to  faith  in  him  :  but  they 
ftill  perfiftitig  in  their  obftinacy,  impenitence,  and  un¬ 
belief,  rejetted  and  defpifed,  vilified  and  perfecurrerd 
ail  thefe,  one  afrer  another,  with  yet  greater  virulence; 
and  thruft  them  away,  rcfolving  not  to  be  reformed. 

13  Then  the  matter  of  the  Vineyard  considered  with 
bimfeK  what  might  be  proper  for  bifn  to  do  further, 'to 
win  upon  thefe  obftinate  rebels;  and  at  latt  refolvcd  to 
fend  his  own  Ton  and  heir,  fuppnfmg  that  they  might 
fhew  a  due  refpett  to  his  authority.  So  God,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  eternal  counfel  of  his  will,  determined  to 
fend  at  length  his  only  begotten  and  dearly  beloved  Son, 
who  is  Lord  of  all,  as  tbe  latt  expedient  for  working 
upon  the  rebellious  Jews  ;  Once  it  might  juttly  be  cx- 
petted,  that  they  fbould  homage  and  fubmit  to  fuch  a 
divine  perfon,  wrro  gave  the  plained  proofs  of  his  heing 
fn  by  the  miraculous  worts  which  he  wrought  in  a  God¬ 
like  manner  among  them. 

14,  15  But,  upon  the  hufbandmen’s  feeing  their  ma¬ 
tter’s  foil  and  heir,  they  thought,  that  if  they  could  but 
get  rid  of  him,  they  might  take  potteflion  of  the  cflate 
for  tbcmfelves ;  And  therefore  they  dcfpcratciy  refolded 
'  ~  ‘  tw 
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hft,  TbU  »  (be 

heir  j  cotne,  let 
us  kill  him,  tint 
the  Inheritance 
may  be  ours. 

1;  So  theytfaft 
him  out  of  the 
vineyard  ,  *nd 
kiUftl  Whst 
therefore  11^11 
the  hard  rd  i\w 
vineyard  da  uuio 
LJC1C  j 


iff  He  fed! 
tjfimeiimUkftTOT 
thxic  husband- 
me  a  t  and  ilnsil 
five  cite  vineyard 
tv  others.  And, 
vrlivn  ility  Ik'^uI 
if,  they  tiidj  God 
fotbhL, 


to  lay  violent  hands  upon  him ;  and,  dragging  him  out 
of  the  vineyard,  deftroyed  him.  So  when  the  Son  of 
God  appeared  amonj*  the  Je\vs\  and  the  chief  priefta 
and  rulers  faw  with  what  authority  he  preached  and  be* 
haved,  what  wonderful .  miracles  he  performed,  and 
how  the  people  applauded  him,  they,  inlkeud  of  hdie-> 
ving  in  him  chemfelves,  and  encouraging  others  to  em- 
brace  him,  were  filled  with  envy  at  him  ;  ami  think* 
ing  that,  if  they  could  but  difpatch  him,  there  would 
be  none  left  to  oppofc  their  authority,  they  rofe  up  in 
rage  againit  him,  call  him  out  of  the  church,  who 
was  indeed  its  chief  Comer-ftone,  and  crucified  the 
Lord  of  glory.  What  punilhment  therefore,  f,iid  Chrift, 
mult  ye  fuppofe  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard  will  inflict  u- 
pon  thofe  wicked  wretches,  meaning  the  Jews,  for  a- 
bufing  and  deftroying,  not  only  the  fervanw  he  font  to 
them  time  after  time  before,  but  at  lufl  Ids  own  dear  foit 
alfo  ? 

1 6  He  will  certainly  execute  judgment  upon  them, 
to  their  utter  deftmftion  ;  and  commit  the  care  of  his 
vineyard  to  others,  who  will  be  more  true  to  their  trull, 
and  yield  him  its  fruits  in  due  feafon.  And,  as  Jefus 
had  not  explained  this  parable,  die  chief  pr lefts  and  el¬ 
ders,  not  confidering  at  firfthow  far  they  might  be  con-* 
cerncd  in  it,  condemned  thofe  wicked  huibandmen,  as 
deferring  to  be  deftroyed  without  mercy,  that  more 
faithful  men  might  be  put  into  their  place.  {Mattb.  xxL 
41.)  But  as  fuon  as  they  perceived  that  Ciiriii  herein 
pointed  at  themfelves,  as  the  perfons  reprefc nred  by  the 
huibandmen,  they  faid,  Far  be  it  from  us  to  he  guilty 
of  puttingthe  true  Mefliah  to  death  $  whenever  he  comes, 
we  fliall  take  care  that  we  do  not  commit  fo  horrible  a 


villany. 

vt  Aodhrtje-  17  B«t»  (*)  while  they  were  thus  profelting  their 
he  lit  them,  and  deteftation  of  fuch  wickednefs,  our  Lord,  looking  upon 
ihni  'hu\Y  writ!-  t^iem  w**h  compaflion,  and  yet  with  feverity  and  dif- 
teu,1  The  flouc  dajn,  faid.  If  what  ye  pretend  be  real,  what  means  that 
*hich  the  build-  ancient  prophecy,  where  it  is  written,  {PJlil-  cxviii.  2J-) 
e»  rtjcflcd.  the  yy  a  ne  -lL,f}{c/}  (fa  builders  reft! fed,  if  become  the  bead- 

the  head  of  the  fiene  of  the  corner ?  i.  c.  Inc  Mclhah,  who  was  re¬ 
cti  met  i  jefted  by  the  chief  pr jells  and  elders,  that  ought  to  havj 

been  builders  of  God's  houfc,  and  by  the  generality  of 
the  Jews  under  their  influence,  is  made  the  foundation 
and  chief  Corner-ftone  of  the  church,  upon  whom, 
when  be  comes  to  be  exalted,  both  Jews  ami  Gm  tiles 
Ihould  reft,  like  the  two  fides  of  a  building,  and  be 
ts  Whrfnrver  firmly  and  beautifully  knit  together  in  him. 

fall  t8  If  therefore,  under  the  power  of  millak'n  pr,»- 
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ftriU  fd)  upon 
liiit  Hoik  ihiJf 
be  bf:>kc«;  Utl 
on  whomsoever ;{ 
ih^;i  rji,  k  win 

£nn-l  him  tu 
powJcr* 


19  And  the 
chkf  pilcllf,  it  Hi 
the  foilics.  1  he 
famd'riurjlongh: 
to  by  hands  on 
him ;  ill  id  liny 
JV -red  the  pe-j- 
pb  :  for  they  per¬ 
ceived  [hat  ha 
had  t'pokrn  tlij? 
jurdidc  ag  liuft 
them. 

10  And  they 
watched  Hut*  dnj 
feut  forth  fpsrt, 
which  (UuuM 

fet^n  the  mi  elves 
jiitl  men,  ihar 
llicy  m;*ta 
hi>ld  of  hisw*<  *uUT 
chui  fit  they  mi^ht 
deliver  Eiiiti  onto 
the  power  a»>f| 
utithomy  of  the 
governor. 


11  And  tb.y 
a&kul  him*  by- 
io",  Matte;',  we 
know  that  tliMi 
fiytff  and  reach- 
erf  rightly,  nei¬ 
ther  accept  eft 
thou  the  peribn 
&f  *017,  h«t  ici«t*h- 
eft  tl-c  way  of 
God  truly;  * 

11  I*  ir  lawful 
for  uj  ro  £ive 
tribute  unto  Cc- 
fir,  or  no? 


1 3  Hut  he  per¬ 
ceived  their  crat- 
tinefs. 
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judices,  any  fhould  be  fo  offended  at  the  Mefliah,  be* 
caufe  of  his  mean  appearance  on  earth,  us  not  to  believe 
in  him,  he  expofes  himfelf  to  great  hurt  and  danger 
which  will  belike  flinging  him  down  upon  a  great  (lone: 
liut  if  any  fhall  utterly  reject  Chrift  after  his  exaltation* 
he  flialJ  be  inevitably  detliroycd  without  mercy,  and  tbit 
forever,  like  one  cruflied  to  death  by  the  weight  of  a 
heavy  (lone  call  upon  him-  (See  the  note  on  Maitk. 
xxi,  d<i.y 

iy  Then  the  chief  priefts  and  /cubes ,  who  by  this 
time  clearly  faw  that  Jefils  meant  all  this  againtt  them, 
in  fiend  of  being  concerned  about  it,  and  humbled  ut> 
dtr  it,  were  fo  much  the  more  incenlcd  at  it*  and  would 
immediately  have  feized  him  by  force*  and  put  him  to 
death,  bad  they  not  been  retrained  by  their  frar  of  [he 
people,  who  ihry  knew  had  a  high  eltcem  of  him- 

20  And  Therefore,  that  they  might  get  a  fairer  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  it,  they  refolved  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over 
him,  and  fet  fome  Pharifees^  who  were  Zealous  for  the 
liberty  of  the  Jews,  and  fome  Herodians^  who  were  as 
zealous  for  the  Rtman  authority,  to  be  fpb*s  upon  him, 
(MattL  xxii.  16.  fee  the  note  there)  5  ordering  them  to 
put  011  Ehe  appearance  of  honeft,  confcientious  men, 
who  wanted  him  to  fatisfy  the  fcruples  of  their  own 
minds ;  and  in  that  way  to  try  whether  they  could  not 
diaw  fonrrething  from  him,  that  might  cither  offend  the 
common  people,  or  expofe  him  to  the  refentments  of 
the  government,  xnd  lay  a  foundation  for  a  judicial  pro 
cefs  zgainlt  him. 

21,  22  And  they,  according  to  their  inftr u&ions,  ad- 
drefled  him  111  a  rtdpedtful  manner,  laying,  Mnfler,  we 
arc  well  allured  that  you  are  a  perfon  of  great  integri* 
ty  ami  wifdoin,  and  teach  the  right  way  of  pleating  God* 
and  that  your  impartiality  and  refolution  fet  you  above 
bring  influenced  by  favour  or  affection,  or  by  the  fear 
of  any  man  what  foe  ver.  We  therefore  deft  re  that  you 
would  refoive  a  ofe  of  conscience  which  lyes  in  debate 
between  ns,  Wz  Whether  it  be  lawful  for  us,  who  are 
God'*  own  peculiar  people,  and  under  his  immediate 
government,  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  emperor, 
who  hy  nation  and  religion  is  a  foreigner,  and,  in 
confluence  thereof,  to  pay  the  tribute  he  demands  of 
us  ?  What  do  you  fay  is  our  duty  in  this  cafe  ? 

2j  But  he,  who  faw  through  their  treacherous  and 
wicked  dcflgns  agamH  him,  knew  that  if  he  fhould  an- 
fver  in  the  negative,  they  would  accufe  him  as  an  e* 
nemy  to  Ge/ir-y  and  if  in  the  affirmative,  they  would 
ioceufe  the  people  againft  him*  as  an  enemy  to  their 
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rincfs,  and  fild 
unto  thcmt  Why 
tempt  ye  me  ? 

*4  Shcv  me  t 
pcuny ;  Wlioft 
linage  dad  fupcr- 
Jcripfwn  hath  it  1 
They  tinfivtitd 
uad  faid*  Gefsu-'i 
i|  And  he  fiid 
tuuothcoi,  Ri^v- 
dcr  ikrcfuie  un¬ 
to  Cdsr  tb« 
thing!  whhHi  be 
QdirVs  and  unto 
God  the  things 
which  be  God's. 

a 6  And  they 
could  oot  bike 
hoidof  his  wofdi 
before  tlie  pa** 
pie  i  and  thty 
fnarrtlLd  at  his 
iui\tcrT  and  hud 
their  peace - 
17  Then  came 
to  him  certain  of 
the  3ari.Uh.vcs, 
(Mu.h  tknj  that 
then  is  any  re- 
function)  arid 
they  doited  hhtf , 
i3  laying,  M** 
Her,  Mofts  wrote 
luito  If  any 
frau's  brother 
die,h*viit£awiJe, 
ind  be  die  with* 
out  chifiirCT])  that 
Lis  brother  lb ould 
tdc  hii  wife,  and 

rdfe  up  feed  unto 
his  brother, 
ip  There  were 
therefore  ieven 
brethren:  and  die 
firit  took  a  wile, 

and  died  without 
children. 

30  And  the  fe¬ 
cund  took  her  to 
wife,  and  he  dud 
child  Ms. 

3  f  And  the 
third  took  hti  ; 
and  i»  Hke  0 wn- 
nur  the  feven  allb. 
And  they  left  no 
ch:Ur?Jt,aufUic<L 
31  Lift  oiidhhe 
w  oman  died  silo* 
33  The*  more. 
It  1  the  refur  ra¬ 
tio  iij  whole  wife 
)ml\{ 


rights  and  liberties;  and  therefore  befaid  to  them,  Why, 
under  a  pretence  of  reipeet,  in  referring  a  cafe  of  con-' 
fcience  to  me,  do  ye  attempt  to  eufnare  me,  as  if  I  did 
not  anderftand  your  deceit  ? 

24  Let  me  fee  a  piece  of  your  tribute-money  ;  and 
when  they  (hewed  him  a  Roman  penny,  which  ufed  to 
be  paid  on  that  occafion,  he  alked  them  whole  image 
and  fuperfeription  were  damped  upon  it?  They,  hoc 
perceiving  bis  defign,  immediately  replied,  Cafar’&y  as 
tbe  Reman  emperors  were  ordinarily  Jtilcd. 

25  Upon  which  be  anfwered.  Your  receiving  CafarfQ 
coin,  as  current,  is  a  pritlic^  1  confcdion  of  his  authors 
ty  ;  it  being  always  accounted  the  prerogative  of  the 
higher  fecnlar  powers  to  coin  money,  and  thereby  to 
a  fee  ruin  its  value,  and  make  it  current :  Ye  therefore 
ought  to  return  the  tribute  of  that  to  C?fart  which  yd 
receive  and  enjoy  by  his  authority  and  protection,  as 
far  as  ye  can  do  it  confidently  with  the  homage  and 
fervice  ye  owe  to  God,  to  whom  ye  muft  likewifr  bet 
faithful,  in  rendering  all  religious  obedience  unto  him. 

2 6  And  there  was  fo  much  wifdom  and  equity  in  this 
anfwer,thatthcfe  eaptious,fubtile  enemies,  did  not  know* 
how  to  give  a  bad  turn  to  what  he  Lid,  in  the  hearing 
of  all  the  people  :  but  were  amazed  at  his  prudence  and 
Caution,  and  were  entirely  filenced  and  con  founded. 

27  They  having,  failed  iu  this  attempt,  fume  of  the! 
Sadduceej)  who  were  the  free-thinkers  of  the  age,  and 
denied  cite  immortality  of  the  foul  and  the  refurrccttcti 
of  the  body,  came  on  the  fame  day,  [alatih,  xali.  23.) 
and  put  the  following  quellion  to  him, 

28  Saying,  Mailer,  Mofes  ordered  in  the  law,  ( 
xsr.  5.}  that  if  a  married  man,  who  has  brethren, 
fhould  die  without  iffue,  one  of  them,  bung  Gngle, 
Humid  marry  his  widow,  to  keep  up  his  name  and  fa¬ 
mily,  and  perpetuate  his  inheritance  in  Jfraei, 

29  Now,  fay  they.  It  happened  that  there  were  in  s 
certain  family  feven  fuch  brethren,  the  eldcft  uf  which, 
having  taken  to  him  a  wife,  died,  and  left  her  without 
any  child. 

30  And  tbe  fecond  brother  marrying  her  died  like¬ 
wife,  leaving  no  ifl'ue  behind  him. 

31  And  then  the  third  in  order  took  the  widow  fnf 
his  wife ;  and  To,  in  their  turns,  did  all  the  tell,  notufl 
of  which  had  any  child  by  her. 

32  At  laflthe  woman  herfelf  died  without  ilfec  like- 
wife. 

33  If  therefore  there  be  a  future  (late,  and  «  refur- 
rection  of  the  boriv,  we  would  alk  you,  whole  wile  Shall 

O  2  ih« 
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of  them  If  ftc? 
for  lfv«i  hid  her 
to  fttfCt 

34  Anri  [d'ns 
Bnfn-eriiig  l'*M 
lintn  t!it  pnf  Tkc 
child  nil  «f  this 
xxtirld  manyf^nd 
ar?  tyv'en  in  msr* 
fii£C; 


3$  But  they 
Thich  fhall  he  ac¬ 
counted  U’^nhy 
to  obtain  thiit 
world,  and  tin  rv- 
furrtOiou  -frurM 
tlic  tkadt  neither 
many,  nor  arc 
given  iJi  mar¬ 
riage  -f 

3  <S  Neit  ■  r 
Can  they  die  any 
more ;  for  they 
arvfqiial  unto  the 
anj^h,  and  arc 
the  children  of 

CoJ,  belli  ir  the 

rliiliircri  of  the 
rdurrcttiuiu 

3?  Nnii/  that 
the  dead  ajri  raiP 
rrt ,  even  Mofcs 
Jfccivtd  at  rhe 
hufh,  «hcn  he 
ciHcth  the  Loid 
the  God  of  A- 
Iimham,  and  the 
God  of  E1W, 
and  the  God  of 
Jacob, 


j3  Tor  he  if 
nut 
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this  woman  be  in  that  other  vtrorid,  fince  they  were  all 
married  to  her  in  this,  and  Ihe  bore  no  child  to  either 
of  them,  to  give  one,  more  than  another,  a  claim  to  her  i 

34  Jcfus  replied,  Te  are  grofsly  mistaken,  in  fup po¬ 
ling  that  this  is  any  real  objection  again  ft  the  do&rine 
ofy  future  exiftence,  and  of  the  refumflion  of  the  dead} 
and  all  your  cavils  pf  this  fort  proceed  from  your  own 
ignorance  of  the  true  defign  of  thefe  and  other  fcripturcs, 
and  of  thecxceeding  greatnefsof  God’s  power,  as  if  he 
could  not  raife  the  dead,  (Mat.  xxii.  *9.  and  Mark  xii. 
24.}  here  indeed,  in  this  mortal  ftate,  it  is  nccelFary  for 
the  continuance  of  mankind  upon  earth,  and  is  proper 
for  their  convenience  and  comfort,  that  men  fhould 
marry,  and  women  fliould  be  given  to  them  in  marri¬ 
age  ;  and  the  law  of  inheritances,  and  of  keeping  up 
diftin£l  families  in  Ifracl,  made  it  expedient,  that  fur- 
viviug  h’cthren  ftiould,  in  their  order,  marry  the  child* 
lefs  widow  of  a  deccafcd  brother; 

35  But  they,  whom  God  (hall  gracioufty  accept  as 
worthy  to  be  admitted  to  the  inheritance  of  eternal  life, 
and  to  he  raifed  from  the  dead  to  the  pofi'eflton  of  it,  in 
the  other  world,  will  have  no  occafion  for  marriages, 
either  to  keep  up  the  flock  of  its  inhabitants,  or  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  own  conveniency  or  comforts,  or  to  entail 
their  inheritances  upon  their  families  after  them. 

36  Nnr  can  they  die  oat  of  that  world,  and  leave  fuc- 
cefl'ors  behind  them,  as  they  do  in  this  :  For  they  (ball 
all  he  as  glorious,  happy,  and  immortal,  as  the  holy  au- 
gets  them frlves  j  their  manner  of  living  and  enjoying 
fhall  be  juft  like  theirs,  and  they  ftiall  poflefs  all  the 
glory  of  a  divine  adoption,  as  the  Tons  of  God.  who  are 
to  abide  in  his  houfefor  ever,  after  the  rcfurrc&on  front 
the  dead. 

37  And  (*<)  that  there  really  will  be  a  rcfurre&iort 
of  the  body  to  a  hlelTed  immortality,  may  be  fairly  ar¬ 
gued  from  what  even  Mo/et  himfclf  faid,  (fee  the  ncte 
on  Mdttk.  xxii.  31.)  in  his  recital  of  the  words,  which 
God  fpofcr,  when  he  appeared  to  him  in  the  bufli,  faying, 
(Exod.  Hi.  6. )  Not  / nfi nr,  hut  lorn  the  God  of  Abraham, 
1/aac,  and  Jacob,  many  years  after  they  were  dead  ; 
thereby  intimating,  that  they  (kill  continued  to  be  his 
children,  and  fo  the  Tons  of' the  refurreflion,  who  are 
tu  ail  mg  fir,  and  lhalf  receive  the  adoption,  to  iuit,  the 
red  nptian  of  the  body.  (Rom.  viii.  23.  fee  the  note  on 
Mfitth.  xxii-  32.} 

38  For  his  being  their  God  implies,  that  he  is  their 
portion,  and  exceeding  great  reward  :  But  as  they  never 
were  partakers  of  the  full  glory  of  this  relation  here  \ 

fo 
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Dot  1  God  of  the 
dead,  hut  of  the 
Jh'injj  ;  for  oil 
U£tO  him. 


^  Then  ccr* 
i  -h  *  ti  of  thefrribet 
^iikverjng  fald  , 

Milter,  thou  lull 
v.di  LiiJ. 


40  And,  after 
tbit*  they  durft 
jtot  .i>k  him  any 
lit  ill. 

4T  Andhefiid 
unto  them,  How 
lay  (hfy  rhrtt 
Chrflis  David’s 


41  And  David 
liimftlf  ikitn  id 
Ii:e  book  of 
pl:h'.$/n»eLord 
tidd  unto  my 
j  .ord,  bit  thou 
00  my  right 

? '■**>  . 

43  Till  I  make 
ikareneimcsihy 

44  rjiiv'id  there¬ 
fore  eallrth  him 
Lord,  how  ts  he 


fo  he  could  much  lets  be  (till  the  God  of  thofe  human 
per  fans,  if  that  eficntial  part  of  the  man,  which  is  now 
dead,  were  never  to  life  again.  Therefore,  as  their  fouls 
already  live  in  another  world,  and  it  c:mnot  he  laid  that 
in  all  rcfpe£ts  they  are  even  now  dead  ;  fo  their  bodies 
{hall  revive  at  the  refurre&ton  of  the  juft:  For  all  ills 
people  live  to  him,  that  not  only  a  part  of  them,  but  the 
whole  man,  according  to  the  tenuur  of  his  covenant* 
may  be  for  ever  and  completely  happy  in  the  enjoyment 
of  him;  and  they  now  live  in  his  account,  who  calls 
thofe  things  luhifh  be  ncty  as  though  they  uere,  becaufe 
he  quickens  ike  dead9  (Horn.  tv*  17,) 

39  Upon  this,  fome  of  the  frwifb  doctors,  who  be* 
Heved  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  the  refurrecHon 
of  the  body,  were  fo  pleated  with  his  judicious  anfwer 
to  the  Sadducees*  that  they  could  not  hut  exprefs  their 
fatisfa£Uon  in  it,  faying.  Mailer,  you  have  clearly  fol- 
ved  the  difficulty,  and  eftabHfhed  thefe  great  doctrines 
beyond  all  reafonable  contradi&iom 

40  And  Such  was  their  conviction  of  his  wifdom  and 
ability,  by  this  and  feveral  other  aniwers  to  questions 
which  were  put  to  him,  that  they  were  afraid  to  offer 
any  more,  or  to  engage  in  any  further  difpure  with  him* 

41  He  then  took  an  opportunity, in  histurn,  to  pro- 
pofe  the  following  queflion  to  the  Vharifeesy  {Matth* 
xxii-  43  )  faying.  Why  do  the  fcribesy  {Mark  xii.  35-) 
or  interpreters  of  the  law  affirm,  that  the  Meffiah  lnall 
be  a  fbn  of  David's  race  *  l  liow  can  that  be,  or  how 
do  ye  underftand  it  ? 

42, 43  JJjvj't/himfclf,  under  the  infpiration  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  God,  owned  him  as  then  cxilling,  and  honoured 
him  as  his  fuperior,  and  as  a  divine  perfon,  faying, 
(Pfal  cx.  I «}  God  the  Father  faid  unto  my  Lord,  the 
Meffiah,  Sit  thou  enthroned  in  all  dignity  and  power* 
glory  and  delighrs  in  heavenly  places  ;  and  continue 
reigning  in’thy  mediatorial  kingdom,  till  all  thine  ene¬ 
mies  be  effectually  and  emit  dy  put  under  thy  feet,  in  a 
way  of  fubjet\ion  to  thee* 

44  Since  therefore  David9  in  this  known  prophecy  cf 
the  Meffiah,  exprefcly*  fiiled  him  his  own  Lord*  by 
way  of  fuperiority  to  himfclf ;  Ilcw  can  ye  reconcile 
this  with  your  other  notion,  which  ye  truly  h*ve,  of  his 
being  a  descendant  from  David?  And  his  enemies, 

being 


NOTE. 


*  3t  was  ger.erilly  owned  amortg  the 
'Ti-ft-f,  th*i  the  McflLili  was  to  fp ring  from 
JuidS  :  Accordingly,  omfwm* 
ibtne  of  them  pleaded,  not  the  fcrip- 

ujip-ikid,  tiiat  Chrift  cemt*  of  the  tied  of 


fiftvitty  of  r lie  town  of  Tteth'  ■  ^  where 
£)*n-*irf  was  ?  (John  vti-  45.)  And  the  ufUal 
appdbtbo  oi  Chrift  aironrr  rhoft,  who  look¬ 
ed  ujion  him  as  liic  Mcflkili,  Ik&a  S&& 

of  David, 


45  Then, 

ihc  jiirtknn:  of 
x'i\  ili*.  s>e.*pi^  be 
f?M  uniu  hii  dil¬ 
ute* 


45  F'ti^c  cf 
jbe  rcfim1^  which 
drfiic?  tiy  u+jlk  in 
long  robts,  ami 
In vc  £rc«it»|!*  iit 
the  nwkets,  and 
the  jdj'bcrfl 
it\  ti'iC  fytu- 
j-jogurs,  a  U -ft  lie 

fb;tf  rooms  Li 

fejfts ; 


M  Which  cTe- 

VMIT  ^Iilow?  boll- 
fcs(  for  a 

|hc  v  mate  !nn£ 

iiuLta&i1 vc  great¬ 
er  flimnation. 
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being  n  Infs  what  reply  to  make,  held  their  peace. 
[Mai lb.  xxii.  46.) 

45  Then  as,  by  this  and  other  inftznces  of  their  per- 
verteiiefs  it  appeared  that  whatever  he  faid,  and  how 
much  (never  he  confuted  them,  they  either  would  not 
be  convinced,  or  would  not  own  thcmfelves  tq  be  To, 
Jefus  applied  bimfelf  to  his  dtfciplcs  ;  and,  in  the  hear¬ 
ing  of  all  the  people,  publickly  cautioned  them  agaiuft 
theft,  men,  faying, 

46  Take  heed  of  being  impofed  upon  by  the  feribes 
and  Phartfees ,  .md  of  imitating  or  gratifying  their  pride, 
hypoerify,  and  felf- conceit,  who  wonderfully  a  Sett  to 
put  on  folcmn  airs,  that  they  may  command  the  great- 
eft  reverence,  and  get  an  afccndency  over  others :  Ac¬ 
cordingly  they  chufe  to  walk  about  in  long  garments 
down  to  their  feet,  with  an  appearance  of  ftateiy  gra¬ 
vity  ;  they  are  ambitious  nf  receiving  high  compliments, 
and  viable  tokens  of  refpedl  from  the  people,  in  tbs 
ftreers  and  markets ;  and  they  are  ever  pu filing  forward 
for  the  upper-hand  and  higbeft  feats,  i:i  all  places  of 
pnblick  worfhip,  and  at  all  enrertainments,  as  if  they 
were  holier  and  more  worthy  than  the  reft  of  mankind. 

47  They  like  wife  make  high  pretences  to  uncommon 
piety,  ard  draw  out  their  prayers  to  a  much  greater 
length  than  others :  But  all  this  fond  appeisniticeof fane- 
tit  y  and  zeal,  is  only  a  cloke  to  their  covctoufncfs  and 
opprtiTion,  that  they  may  be  the  lcf$  fufpected  of  any 
ill  dt’figns,  and  may  the  better  impnfe  upon  and  injure 
the  richer  fort  of  widows,  and  their  faiherlefs  children, 
by  getting  their  affairs  into  their  own  hands,  and  facii- 
ficing  them  to  their  own  gain  t  And  as  they  commie 
this  wicked nefs  under,  and  by  means  of  a  hypocritical 

-  form  of  godlinrfc,  the  more  aggravated  and  provoking 
is  their  guilt,  and  the  more  dreadful  vengeance  will  the 
righteous  God  inflict  upon  them  for  it. 


RECOLLECTIONS- 

How  unresfotinble  are  all  esceptions  againlt  the  authority  of  Child,  whomjpht 
fo  n  ven-nced  as  (hod's  own  Son,  and  the  chief  Corner- ftotie  of  the  church : 
And  what  hard  tliifc  do  his  enemies  make  to  avoid  the  cunviflion  that  would 
lead  (urn)  to  own  and  honour  him !  And  yet  behold  die  furpviyjng  patience  <-i 
tiod,  and  the  various  means  of  grace,  which  he  fends,  time  after  time,  to  -n 
unir.ii;  iV,  and  retiellsous  people,  bet  ore  he  utterly  cafts  them  o(F  1  But  haw  dread¬ 
ful  will  he  the  nviVry  of  thofc,  that  finally  rtjjeft  thrift,  and  fet  themfelm nj  iinft 
his  fet  vjid.  and  him !  They  are  all  along  doing  mifehief  to  thcmfelvcs,  and  pnl- 
liisjt  down  the  heavii-ft  deftrnftlon  upon  their  own  heads ;  while  they,  who  build 
on  him  ' ft ii  only  foundation,  fiiaJ }  find  the  ntmofl  fecunty  and  fatisfacliiui 
|n  liiiii,  ilnil  be  taken  into  his  vineyard,  kept  under  his  eye  and  care,  and  made 
fru -lit  d  tu  nul  lit’-, — u  what  a  wonderful  per  fun  is  Chriil,  who  was  David’s 
l  :r,  r.n  J  Lvid  I  U  in  only  a  consideration  of  his  dirinc  ai’.d  human  natures,  that 
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can  reconcile  the fremingly  cont  ratUitory  diameter*  of  fupremacy  and  inferiority, 
which.  lb*  icripturtr  gives  of  him*  \  low  feeurdv  may  we  depend  on  him  without 
danger  of  being  deceived!  And  fur*  c*uviu:h  fhuuM  w«  beware  of  trii  men, 
that  we  may  guard  sgatnft  their  dcftgutng  hyp^  rify,  and  never  place  an  implicit 
luilh  in  any  human  guiflc*.  how  dignified  anti  fncred  foever  their  pmfcfTtona  may 
be  I  But  therein  no  mconfifteiice  between  an  entire  fuhjrclion  of  cunlcicnce  to 
Ciad,  in  alJ  matters  of  religion ;  and  v:tdd>ng  faithful  obedience  to  evil  magifintrs, 
in  fecalrr  concerns:  And  though  difficulties  may  U*  ftnrtttJ  and  urged  agntuft  the 
jnofl  evident  and  important  truths ;  yet  our  faith  fhould  nut  be  Ihaurn  by  them : 
but  whatever  is  a  fTerted  in,  or,  by  juft  con  returners,  cteduciti  from  the  word  of 
God,  fhould  be  heartily  believed ;  and  we  may  be  fure,  according  to  its  infallible 
tefiimony,  that,  as  there  will  foon  be  A  change  in  thcchcomftanccs  and  rctaiiims 
of  thii  dying  world  ;  fo  true  believers  can  never  die  away  from  their  0;-d.  And 
O  what  abiefied  lot  will  they  have  in  the  world  to  come,  where  they  Shall  be  the 
children  of  the  rdurrtftHin,  and  belike  the  holy  angels,  at  the  imat  immdVfiadoii 
of  the  Sons  of  God ! 


CHAP*  XXI. 


ChriJPs  cbfervation  of  &  poor  widen f:  ccfing  two  mites  into  the  frea- 
fury)  i > — 4.  His  prt  JUlion  $f  /Ac  dHlruHion  of  Jtrujntemy  %u  <? 
type  and  figure  of  the  end  of  theworfd,  5* — 33.  His  caution  to  he 
•xatekfufy  34, — 36,  jind  a  general  account  of  his  preaching  f  37,  38* 


Tf.vt* 

AND  be  Joofc- 
**  eel  lip,  and 
Jliu-  ihc  rich  n\en 
rifling  their  «;^s 
into  the  tre»ury. 


x  And  he  frw 

a  errtain 
poor  widow  talt- 
jnjj  in  thither 
uo  jmwt* 

3  And  he  fitid. 
Of  a  truth,  I  lay 
yoUjih.it  \Wis 
poor  u'idovi  hJth 
r,dl  tn  morrtban 
lht¥  filL 


PARAniKJSF., 

A  S  our  Lord  was  one  day  fitting  over-ag.unft  the 
•T*-  treafury  in  the  temple,  ( Murk  xii.  41.)  he  took 
notice  of  fcveral  rich  perfone  making  very  large  free- 
wi II -offerings*  which  they  put  into  the  public  chcfl  for 
the  fervice  of  that  holy  place,  and  for  the  feveral  reli¬ 
gious  ufes  to  which  thofe  gifts  were  to  be  applied. 

1  And  he  obferved  there  came,  among  others,  a 

poor  widow,  who  being  defirous  to  honour  God,  ac¬ 
cording  to,  and  even  beyond  her  ability,  threw  in  two 
fmall  pieces  of  money,  which'  amounted  to  the  value 
of  but  one  fai thing.  (Seethe  note  on  Mattb .  x.  29.) 

3  Hereupon  Ciiriff,  to  (hew  his  approbation  of  it, 
called  his  difciplcs  to  him,  AfarA'xxi.  43.}  and  bade 
them  obferve  that  indigent,  and  yet  generous  creator;* 1 * 3, 
alluring  them,  that  the  little  prefent,  which  (he  had 
made,  was  really  more  for  her  to  give,  and  or  higher 
account  with  Gud,  than  all  the  large  offerings  of  the 
rich. 


4  For  all  ilicft 
have  <if  i  heir  a- 
hiitHtance  raft  ■« 
unto  the  otfer* 
of  Cwttd  ;  but 
liir  of  hrr  penury 
L^cli  c«fl  in  t!l 
tbr  iivh£ 


4  For,  faid  he,  all  thefe  have  parted  only  with  a 
fmall  proportion  of  what  they  might  well  fpare  out  of 
their  abundant  wealth ;  whereas  this  deitluite  widow, 
being  herfelf  in  nrceffiious  circumflanccs,  has  freely- 
given  ail  that  fiie  had  in  polftflion  for  her  prtfent  fub- 
fdlencc,  which  (hews  that  her  love  and  zeal  are  greater 
thau  theirs. 


nd 
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5  Amt as 
fpAcot'thc  tc.n- 
hi  uv  It  was 
ador  licit  with 
goodly  fVnirs  * 
wl  gifts,  lie 


tf  /ft  /-sr  t^efe 

tiling  w!iidi  ye 
th*  tUyS 
v-tit  i^mc,  in  rhe 
which  there  ihjll 
nor  lie  left  one 
ftone  uj>:>n  a  no* 
ihcr,  th.it  JiuE! 
;un  he  rnrowp 
dawn* 

7  A  nd  they 
asked  him,  lay¬ 
ing,  Master,  Imr 
vtiM>  ft:  ill  thcio 
thiiigs  he  -  jrd 
what  fi^n  tv.  If 
/r  when 
thde  'hings  !?ui! 
come  ra  pi  Is? 

S  And  he  DM, 
i  jkc  iicctt  thjt 
ye  he  not  ^c^civ- 
ej :  for  nuny 
Jliatt  came  in  my 
n-iinc,  fiyinj*  l 
am  C'-'ri;! ;  and 
the  time  iSrawith 
tWV  ;  go  ye  not 
llivrofon;  after 
them. 


p  Bui  when  ye 
(hail  hear  of  wars 

end  comniolturiSj 
he  im  tfirilioJ: 
for  tiiei^  rfo-n^s 
iiiuft  t:rit  eoi:ie 
to  pafs ;  l*ur  r he 
end  ft  nOE  by  and 
by. 

io  Then  faiti 
he  mm>  them, 
^Jatwo  ih  li  riw 
ir^-tmd  ratlin, 
*nd  kingdom  a- 

*t  r 


5  Soon  after  this*  as  he  was  going  out  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  (Mark  xiiu  I.)  fo me  of  his  difciples  took  notice 
ivith  what  vaft  ftones  and  beautiful  ornaments  Herod 
had  rebuilt  it,  (fee  the  note  on  John*  ii,  20,}  and 
with  what  rich  prefents  the  people  honoured  it ;  and 
they  deli  red  him  to  obferve  and  refleft  upon  all  this, 
that  the  dreadful  feutencc  might  not  be  executed,  which 
he  had  juft  before  pronounced  a  gain  ft  it.  {MattL  xiiu, 
37* 

6  But  he  replied.  Do  the  external  pomp  and  gran* 
detir  ot  thefe  things  ralfe  your  admiration  and  move 
your  concern  that  they  miy  never  be  demolifhed  ?  A* 
las  !  T  allure  you,  the  time  is  haftening  apace,  in  which 
this  ftately  building,  with  all  its  glory,  fhall  be  fo  en¬ 
tirely  tlcftroyed,  that  there  fliall  he  no  remains,  fo 
much  as  to  Ihew  where  it  flood.  (See  the  note  on  Mattb* 
xxiv,  2.) 

7  The  difciples  hearing  this  plain  and  peremptory 
declaration,  sliced  him,  how  long  it  would  be  before 
the  furpnzing  things  he  had  mentioned  fhould  come  to 
pals,  and  by  what  evident  figns  they  might  know  when 
to  expetk  inch  alterations,  as  they  fuppofed  would  put 
an  end  to  ihe  prefent  (late  of  things  upon  earth,  and 
confu  nun  ate  the  glory  of  his  kingdom.  (Matth*  xxiv.  3*) 

6  Our  biefled  Lord  replied.  Be  very  cautious  that 
no  man  delude  you  by  fpecious  and  falfe  pretences : 
For  before  the  accomplilhment  of  the  terrible  deflati¬ 
ons  I  fpake  of,  various  importers  will  take  upon  them 
the  character  of  the  Mcffiah,  each  of  them  pretending, 
thsr,  if  Ijrad  would  obtain  the  expefted  advantages 
of  his  kingdom,  they  mull  repair  to  him,  and  that  the 
time  of  deliverance  from  ail  their  bondage  and  mifery 
i^5  juft  at  hand  :  Give  no  heed  to  any  of  thefe  feducers, 
for  by  their  fair  promifes  of  what  they  will  do  for  their 
followers,  and  by  other  ft  rat  age  ms  and  falfe  appearan¬ 
ces,  they  will  deceive  many,  10  their  utter  perdition, 
(Mat xxtv.  5.) 

9  But  when  ye  (bail  have  rumours  of  great  tumults 
an J  wars  among  the  Jews^  and  berwren  them  and  Or 
ther  nations,  do  not  be  furprizedor  affrighted  at  them* 
to  the  difcoiiragement  of  your  faith  and  holy  profef- 
lion  ;  For  all  thefe  troubles  mult  precede  the  deftruc-t 
tion  of  Jcrufahm  j  but  they  will  be  fome  rime  before  it, 

10,  1 1  Then,  by  way  of  further  explication  of  thefe 
events*  he  laid  to  them,  One  body  cf  Jews  will  take 
up  arms  agamft  another,  and  Gentiles  againft  Jews * 
and  fo  civil  and  foreign  wars  will  make  dreadful  ha^ 
yock  in  Judea  :  And,  befidcs  the  miferies  arifing  from 

fcPftj 
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gain  ft  kingdom:  hence,  there  will  be  terrible  earthquakes,  diftre  fling 
11  Al!d  «**  famines  and  plagues,  and  furprizing  appearances  in  the 
feln'divm  {ila-  a*r»  f“ch  33  comets  and  blazing-liars,  which  will  ftrike 
ct«t  and  famines,  a  pannick  fearof  fomc  tremendous  judgment  as  at  hand 
and  peftifencts,  ia  But,  before  all  thefe  public  confuGons,  your  e- 
a!iJfegrai  'fijns  ncmies  will  difcover  a  cruel  temper,  and  raife  up  per- 
ftiali  there  he  fccutions  of  alt  lbrts  againft  you  ;  they  will  deliver  you 
from  heaven.  up  to  cccblidlUcdl  courts,  as  if  ye  were  the  worft  of 
all**dier!-’  Ci!vfy  apoftarcs,  and  ftir  up  kings  and  civil  magi  ft  rates  againft 
fn*ll  lay  ilttir  you,  as  if  ye  were  the  vile  ft  of  criminals  $  and  tbey 
hinds  on  yon,  will  throw  you  into  jails,  and  exercite  all  manner  of 

»»“  6'  -T «« :• 

up  to  the  lyna-  X3  Ne  vert  held*,  (-')  God  in  his  providence,  and  by 
8r£wis’  t^lc  iuflucnctJ’of  his  Spirit  upon  your  hearts,  will  over- 

Uonght’  before  rule  all  this  to  his  glory,  and  your  own  and  others 
kings  and  rulers  good  :  For  by  means  of  thefe  fulferings,  and  your 
fsk«  MD)C'*  Chriftian  behaviour  under  them,  ye  (hall  bear  an  ho- 
1 3  And  it  Hull  nourable  teftimony  to  me,  to  the  truth,  excellence, 
t£rn  to  you  for  a  and  power  of  my  gofpel,  to  yonr  own  faith,  and  into- 
uftunony.  gnty  in  your  profeffion  of  my  name,  and  to  your  be¬ 
ing  affifted  and  owned  of  God  in  it  j  and  ye  will  there¬ 
by  have  opportunities  for  preaching,  clearing,  and  de¬ 
fending  my  gofpel,  fo  much  the  more,  to  the  confu¬ 
tation  of  its  enemies,  to  the  convcrfion  of  many,  and  to 
the  confirmation  of  my  difciples  in  their  moft  holy  faftb. 
rt  F<uSt  it  1^  Since  therefore  your  caufe  will  quit  coft,  inftead 
therefore  in  your  ef  being  anioufly  careful  before-hand  Sow  to  anfwer 
rotate  "before!  interrogatories,  accufaiions,  and  inditements,  either 
*ii,t  yc  Hull  an-  in  ccdcfiafticat  or  civil  courts  ;  and,  inftead  of  being 
f*cu  diffident  ahout  the  ilTue,  becaufe  ye  are  ftrangers  to  the 

arts  of  pleading,  let  it  be  a  fettled  point  with  you  to 
commit  the  affair  to  me. 


if  For  I  will 
U*vc  yuu  a  iraut  h 
^id  wjJibittj 

uJjHi  sil  your 

AiWcT^nt:$  Aki!1 
mi  he  able  10 
nor  rc- 
Jifte 


1 5  For  I,  your  Lord  and  Mailer,  will  give  you  fuch 
a  fpirit  of1  wifdom  and  courage,  and  will  furnifli  you 
with  fuch  convincing  proofs  of  the  truth  and  excel¬ 
lence  of  my  doClrine,  and  of  its  being  your  duty  to 
profefs  and  preach  it ;  and  1  will  fuggeft  fuch  proper 
expreffions  for  your  defence,  as  the  very  worft  of  your 
malicious  and  fubtie  enemies  lhall  by  no  means  he  able 
to  withftand  or  con  trad  id  §. 

16  But 


NOTES* 

+  Thu?  hiflftmn*  tdl  us  it  ns  before  tiie  *  The  A  As  of  the  apoftles  inform  us 
iMlrudion  of  Jrrxftilzm  ;  and  thus  we  may  chat  *4  theft  things  uat  fulfilled  in  thole 
expert  h  to  be  in  other  nation*,  toward  the  day?* 

end  of  the  world.  3re  the  notes  op  Matth*  $  How  remarkably  was  this  fulfilled,  when 
**lv,  and  the  parjphnfe  on  that  chapter,  Petered  Jtbn  vrcre  called  to  an  account  *- 
and  on  M  *rk  *iii  ;  where  thefe  and  fev ml  bout  the  cripple  before  rulers,  elder*,  fertbes^ 
o:hcr  events  utv  confiJercd  aa  applicable  to  and  others,  with  the  high*priefr3  as  met  to* 
ihe  time  of  Cbrift's  c omiug  to  jud^e  the  getber  in  couiifd*!  Aitiiv,  j,—- ai* 
vurld  at  flic  lift  day* 


Tie  Evangel!/}  Luke  farapbrafed.  Ch.  xxF,’ 


rtf  And  ye 
/hall  be  betrayed 
l?oth  by  parents, 
and  brethren*  and 
kinsfolks ,  and 
friends;  andfomt 
of  you  fhall  I  hey 
€4nfc  to  be  put 
to  death. 


i  T  And  ye  /hall 
le  hatul  of  all 
men  fur  my 
name's  lake. 


iS  But  there 

/hull  tint  an  Jtait 
of  your  head  pe- 


ip  In  your  pa* 
tit  nee  poflif*  ye 
your  JbuU. 


1.0  And'W-heu 
ye  fiiaH  fee  Jeru¬ 
salem  rompafled 
wiLh  armiCF,  then 
know  that  the  de* 
fobtiou  thereof  is 
righ* 

ar  Then  let 
them  which  we 
in  Judea  Ace  to 
the  mountain* ; 
and  la  them 
fthifh  are  in  the 
mid  ft  of  it  de¬ 
part  out  ;*  and  let 
not  them  that  are 
in 


T 6  But  (^)  notw  it  h  {landing  all  this,  furh  i&  the  di- 
re<Jl  contrariety  of  my  gofpd  to  the  corrupt  principles 
anti  practices  of  the  world,  that  even  the  neareft  rela¬ 
tions  and  acquaintances  will  break  through  all  the  bonds 
of  naiund  uiVt&toii  and  fricndfhip,  to  oppofe  you  for 
owning  and  publishing  it :  8o  that  kindred  and  inti¬ 
mate  friends  will  deal  perfidiously  with  you,  and  even 
your  own  brethren  and  parents  will  betray  you  imo  the 
bauds  of  cruel  perfccutcrs,  and  by  the  means  of  put¬ 
ting  fome  of  you  to  death* 

17  Yea,  a  malignant  fpirit  again  ft  you  will  fpread 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  generality  of  men*  even  all 
the  feed  of  the  old  ferpent,  will  unite  in  their  amipa- 
thy,  opposition*  and  rage  againltyou,  becaufe  ye  be¬ 
long  to  me*  and  bear  my  name* 

1 8  But,  I  tell  you  for  your  comfort*,  furprizing 
deliverances  fhall  be  wrought  for  you,  whilft  I  have 
any  work  to  do  by  you;  and  if,  after  that,  any  of  you 
fhall  Mi  by  death  for  your  faithfulnefs  to  me,  it  (hall 
be  only  exchanging  this  mortal  life  for  an  immortal 
one;  and  fo  hi  the  halance  of  accounts  all  will  be  fa£ct 
and  turn  to  your  own  profit* 

1 9  And  therefore  wbatfoever  your  danger  or  fiifFer- 
ings  for  my  fake  may  be,  do  not  be  difoouraged  in 
yourfclves  ;  and  let  not  the  terror  of  your  advcrfcrics 
difeompofe  and  ruffle  your  fpirtts ;  but  keep  poffcf- 
Con  of  your  own  fouls  in  quietnefs  and  peace,  in  holy 
fortitude  and  calm  refignation,  with  all  long-fuffering 
and  pat  Mite,  by  a  humble  confidence,  that,  As  your 
days,  fo  your  firtngtb /ball  bs+  (Deur*  xxxiii.  25.) 

20  And  now,  that  I  may  give  you  an  immediately 
preceding  fign  of  the  utter  destruction  of  this  magni¬ 
ficent  city  and  temple,  whenever  ye  fhall  fee  the  Re¬ 
man  forces  laying  fiege  to  Jerofaiem%  and  calling  their 
lines  about  it,  ye  may  affuredly  conclude,  that  the 
time  of  this  dreadful  calamity  is  f  very  near* 

21  Then  let  them  that  are  in  any  part  of  Judea^ 
flee  for  their  lives  Into  fome  diftant  mountains,  or  pla¬ 
ces  of  retirement,  to  hide  themfelves  from  the  obferva- 
tion  and  fury  of  both  Jews  and  Romans  ;  and  let  thofe 
that  are  in  the  holy  city,  get  out  of  it,  before  they  be 
hemmed  in;  and  let  no  one,  who  is  in  the  fields  or 

villages 


NOTES* 


*  This  may  poffibty  rrfer  to  the  remark¬ 
able  prdcnratinjj  of  the  Chriftian*  at  the  de- 
ftru/iion  of  Jcr»fa!emt  whim  fuch  vaft  mul¬ 
titudes  of  1  he  Jews  were  flangluered  Ire  the 
Xamffitf  l  or  rather  it  may  he  corfiderfdt  U 
«  pruveibial  cxprvfljou  to  dtooic  tlic  be ft  of 


fafety  and  advantage  in  times  of  danger; 
for  Chrift  had  uprcfsly  faidt  (vff,  i/*) 
Some  ihaJJ  be  put  10  dciib* 

■f  It  afterward*  appeared  that  the  fiege 
\ra*  never  railed*  till  JerirfiUns^  and 
temple  with  it,  w4EdcftrojroL 


Cfi.  i  si.-  ¥he  ZvangtUfi  Luke  parapbr&ftd. 


;n  the  cooutrici 
t:;Ur  thereto  to# 


11  For  thefe 
be  the  days  of 
vengeance,  i  hat 
ail  tilings  which 
arc  wnrcii  may 
be  fuliilbd. 


Tillages  round  about  it,  venture  to  go  into  ir*  either 
from  a  vain  imagination*  as  if  he  might  be  fafelt  in 
Iticb  a  plape  of  ftrengrh*  or  from  a  covetous  defire  o£ 
carrying  off  fome  elicits  which  be  may  have  there: 
But  let  everyone  flee,  with  all  poffiblc  fpeed*  as  ever  he 
would  not  fall  in  the  common  defoktion- 

22  For  this  will  be  the  very  time  in  which  God's 
patience  toward  this  provoking  people  will  expire*  and 
bis  righteous  wrath  will  flame  out  upon  them*  that  all 
the  horrible  delations*  fo  often  threatened  in  the  pro¬ 
phecies  of  th  e  Old  Teft  ament  may  be  in  Aided  upon  them* 
to  their  utter  ruin* 


13  Btuttoun-  13  But*  fince  fpeedy  flight  will  be  fo  neceffary  to 

P** ,arc  Safety  in  thofe  days*  fad  will  their  condition  be*  whole 
uu  c  i  <  ,4rw  to  cjrcutndarice3  render  them  incapable  of  expedition, 
fuch  as  women  with  child*  and  thofe  who  have  infants 
ban8'n8  **  their  breads*  it  will  be  very  difficult  for 

ti'rcrJn  <hTbittS^  theim  to  efcape  :  For  that  will  be  a  time  of  extreme 

a iA  wrath  upon  and  fpreading  d if! refs  through  all  the  land  of  Judea^ 
this  p<opk^  and  fun  vials  of  divine  and  human  wrath  will  be  pour* 
ed  out  upon  its  inhabitants, 

14  And  they  24  Qivil  wars  among  themfclvcs*  and  the  fword  of 
^  c  f*Uofb>  the  common  mcmy  agaiuli  them  all,  will  make  a  dread* 

and  {haJl  fol  daughter  among  them  j  and  fuch  asefcape  the  fword 
be  led  away  «p-  {hall  be  led  into  captivity*  for  death*  or  flavery*  in  all 
jew  *he  nat*ons  rulin^  about  **  And  jerufalem  itfelf  fliall 
idem  ih-Ai  be  be  fecked  and  trampled  upon  with  indignation  and 
troden  dou^D  of  contempt*  and  fhall  be  kept  under  the  jurifdiftion  of 
I'l'i?*11?**'  UIIf  the  and  never  be  rebuilt  again  with  any  gran? 

the  Semites  be  dcur,  fmtablc  to  its  prefent  (rate*  till  the  glorious  days 

fulfilled.  ill  all  come*  which  are  appointed  for  the  general  con* 

verGon  of  the  Jrtvty  and  bringing  in  of  the  fulnefs  of 
the  Gentiles  ^ 

ij  And  there  25*  26  And  at  rhe  dofe  of  the  forementioned  de* 
Ciill  bt  ^I1S  k  folations*  the  fubverfion  of  the  Jewi/h  government*  re¬ 
ligion,  and  laws  will  be  fo  great*  that*  (as  the  prophet 
exprefleth  thefc  terrible  revelations*  Joel  ii-  ju  and 
iii*  15.  16*)  they  may  be  represented  under  the  figures  $ 

of 


them  that  give 
flick  in  tfioft 


NOTE  S. 

*  Accordingly  J*fepha$  tellf  us,  that  the  then  JerufuUm  flioulct  he  rehnilt*  and  the 

number  of  thofe  wlhf  were  taken  captive  by  Jews  ^the^od  to  their  own  country  and  city 
the  McnuiiSi  during  this  war,  was  ninety-  again  ;  and  that  the  fhaEl  then  no 

ilvcn  thoubnd,  molt  of  which  Titus  dif-  longer  lord  it  over  them  ;  but  all  nations 
pertoi  thtougS  the  Rquma  provinces,  to  be  frail  Row  til  unto  them  ;  and  Ihall  walk  in 
ddlmyed  in  the  theatres  by  the  fword  and  their  light,  jrjoiditg  fa  Cod’*  mercy  to 
wildbeafU:  Eut  they  that  wereunder  (even-  them*  and  Ibiring  in  all  fpiritaal  bJeJUngs 
tern  years  of  age  were  fold,  Vsd*  dc  bcL  JittL  vrith  *h cm* 

U  J.  u  4P'  5  Thtic  oepneflions  may  be  fonfidcrcd  in 

*  Utir  Lard  hereby  feems  to  ipdip^U  that  a  meiafb&kat  fenlc*  relating  to  the  dc- 

flmflioa 


Ch.  in. 


itto 


The  Evangenft  Luke  parapbraftd* 


the  fern,  and  in 
the  moon,  and  in 
the  fbn ;  and 
upon  the  earth 
diftrcfiof  nation  s, 
with  perplexity, 
the  fn  and  the 

Haves  roihig* 

Alt-ii'a  hearts 
failing  them  for 
feared  for  loot¬ 
ing  after  thole 
tiling  which  arc 
Coming  on  the 
earth ;  for  the 
powers  of  heaven 
£}»1J  be  (taken, 
iT  And  then 
frail  they  fee  the 
Son  of  man 
coming  in  a  cloud 
with  pft.wcr  and 
great  glory* 


iS  And  when 
tilde  things  begin 
to  come  to  pafs, 
then  loot  upt 
&nd  lift  op  your 
heads;  for  your 
redtm  ption  draw- 
<th  ntgh. 


%p  And  he 
fpake  to  them  a 
parable ,  Behold 
the  fig-tree,  and 
all  the  trwi ; 

30  'When  they 
now  (boot  forth, 
yc  foe,  and  know 
of  your  ova- 
fclvej,  that  Cum¬ 
mer  is  now  nigh 
at  hand* 

jl  So  like  wife 
ye.  when  ye  lee 
(hefe  things  come 
to  oafs*  know  jc 
that 


of  the  fun,  mwii,  and  ftars,  the  heavens,  the  earth, 
and  the  fea  being  confounded,  and  the  whole  frame  of 
nature  diflblved  ;  and  then  the  nations  of  the  earth  will 
be  filled  with  conftemation  and  diftrefs;  and  the  hearts 
of  the  unbelieving  Jrws  will  be  utterly  funk  and  over-* 
whelmed  with  angutfh,  in  expectation  of  the  dreadful 
mi  (cries  chat  are  coming  upon  them  :  And  at  the  clofe 
of  like  troubles  toward  the  end  of  the  world,  there 
(hail  be,  in  a  literal  fenfe,  a  difiblution  of  the  prefent 
frame  of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth*  (2  Pet*  Hi.  10,  11.) 

27  The  unbelieving  Jtuts  ihemfelves  (halt  then  fee, 
though  alas  too  late  !  that  Jefus  is  indeed  the  only  true 
Mefliah;  and  he  will  appear  in  fuch  a  folemn  manner, 
ab  fliall  fully  convince  every  one  of  bis  great  majefty, 
power,  and  glory,  to  the  y  v  of  his  faints,  and  the 
contufion  of  his  enemies:  And  thus  it  will  be  ftHl 
more  remarkable,  when  every  eye  (hall  fee  him  per- 
fonally  appearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  at  bis  co* 
ming  to  the  final  judgment, 

2#  Aud  whni  thefe  (igns  of  JerufaUit?%  definition 
begin  to  appear,  look  upward  by  faith  for  protection, 
fuppoit,  and  a  happy  iflue;  and  rejoice  with  exceeding 
joy,  in  the  near  prufpcQ  of  approaching  mercy  to  you  y 
for  tvhatfoevcr  becomes  of  others,  ye  may  be  fure  that 
your  deliverance  will  then  be  juft  at  hand,  and  that 
my  kingdom  ftwll  fobn  be  exalted:  And  when  like  to* 
kens  of  the  laft  general  judgment  fhall  be  feen,  let  all 
my  dilciples  rejoice  in  a  believing  confidence,  that  they 
fhall  quickly  have  com  pleat  deliverance  from,  their  fins 
and  ferrows,  and  obtain  falvation  with  eternal  glory. 

29  And  for  an  i]  l  Lift  rat  ion  of  thefe  awful  things, 
Chrift  further  faid,  Obfetve  bow  they  may  be  reprefenr- 
ed  by  a  fimilitude  taken  from  the  fig-tree,  and  all  ch 
thcr  trees 

30  As  ye  now  fee  alt  nature  in  its  fprirg,  and  all 
the  trees  round  about  you  breaking  out  in  buds  and 
leaves  and  tender  fh  ;ots;  ye  are  fully  latisfied,  from 
your  own  obfervauon  of  things,  that  the  fummer  is 
juft  now  coming  oik 

31  So  when  ye  (hall  fee  rhe  fore-mentioned  progno- 
fticks  come  to  pafs,  be  allured  upon  the  credit  of  my 
word,  that  the  definition  of  the  Jewijb  temple  and 

city, 


NOTE. 


ftniftion  of  ytrxfdcm ;  or  in  a  Ttiirai  fcnfc^ 
a*  they  may  relate  to  the  diflolution  of  all 
things  at  the  end  of  the  world;  And  ft  I 
have  represented  the  meaning  of  thefe  p  ada¬ 
ges,  according  to  thefe  different  ways  of  ap¬ 
plying  them. 

*  Ii  was  in  the  fprlng*  juft  before  thepaf* 


fovcr,  that  Chrift  (poke  theft  words ;  and 
ft,  according  to  hfccufloro,  he  took  anoc* 
caflon  from  the  prtftnt  feaftn  of  the  year, 
when  all  the  tree*  were  budding  on  the 
mount  of  Otfvfj,  where  they  then^  wertT 
(Manh*  xxiv.  3")  to  make  ulb  of  this  ftaia 
lUuds- 


Cb.  ixi,  The  Ev&ngtUJi  Lose  piraphfafei.  t%i 


that  the  kingdom  city,  religion  ant!  polity,  to  make  way  for  the  advance* 
°r  **  ment  of  my  kingdom  in  all  its  glory  through  the 
“  _  world,  will  be  then  juft  at  hand  :  And  the  like  may 

be  observed  in  after-days,  with  regard  to  the  di Ablution 
of  the  worfd,  to  introduce  the  iaft  and  molt  exalted 


31  Verily  T  fay 
tinto  job,  This 
^aeratiua  Anil 
not  pafs  away, 
till  ill  bcfulfilkd, 

31  Haven  and 
Orth  foall  pals 
away ;  but  my 
vo  d$  Hull  not 
p-ls  a«y, 


34  And  take 
heed  to  your* 
fclvci,  left  at  any 
time  your  hearts 

t>r  overcharged 
.with  forfeiting, 
and  drun  kennels, 
and  cares  of  this 
life,  j-.pm!  I*>  that 
day  come  upon 
you  unawares. 


35  For  as  a 
{am 


glory  of  the  Me  (Cab’s  kingdom* 

32  As  to  the  events  which  particnfwTy  relate  to  the 
definition  of  Jerufalcm^  and  the  calamities  that  (hall 
precede  it,  1  tell  you  for  certain,  thdt  there  are  fome 
now  living,  who  nidi  not  be  carried  off  the  ftage,  till 
they  fhall  fee  every  onet  of  them  fully  accomplifhed* 

33  And  as  to  the  like  e vents,  which  will  go  before 
the  deftrutfion  of  the  world  at  the  laft  day,  I  further 
affure  you,  that  the  prefent  (late  of  the  vilible  heavens, 
and' of  the  earth)  fhall  certainly  in  due  time  be  diflol- 
ved ;  But  nothing,  that  I  have  foretold  you,  fhall  ever 
fail  of  a  punfturi  accompli fh ment,  though  the  precife 
time  for  thefe  laft  things  is  not  certainly  known  as  yet*. 
{Matth.  xxiv*  36.) 

34  Since  therefore  the  time  for  the  diiToIutiau  of  the 
whole  frame  of  nature,  and  for  the  final  judgment, 
wilt  as  certainly  come,  as  the  ddolation  of  the  7*wr» 
but  Done  knows  when ;  fee  to  it  that  ye  never  indulge 
luxurious  and  intemperate  appetites,  in  eating  and 
drinking  to  excefej  nor  give  way  to  any  fenfual  and  ir¬ 
regular  pleafures,  which  will  bring  grear  guilt  upon  the 
conscience,  and  ftupify  and  unfit  you  for  all  fpi ritual 
and  important  concerns ;  and  take  heed  that  ye  do  not 
greedily  involve  yourfelves  in  cares,  proje£b,  and  pur- 
fuits  after  the  riches  of  this  world,  which  will  ingraft 
your  time  and  hearts,  and  fhut  out  better  things,  left 
the  day  of  God’s  dreadful  vengeance  ihould  rufh  upon 
you  before  ye  are  aware,  and  when  yc  will  be  worft  of 
all  prepared  for  it, 

35  For  the  folema  judgment  of  the  great  day,  as 

well 


NOTES* 


f  In  fr£fc  the  apoftlc  Jsin  and  others  did 
fee  and  forrivt  this  dreadful  catiftropbe. 

*  This  fenfe  of  thefe  word*  feems  beft 
fuited  to  the  in  lied  defign,  which,  as  aj»- 
peirf  to  me,  oik  Lord  carried  on,  through 
ihk  difcoorfe,  to  ncuit’y  his  coming  to  de^ 
Jhoy  ytrufiltm,  and  to  judgv  the  world  at 
the  lift  day;  For  3$  noe  was  a  lively  type  of 
the  or  her;  fo  he  here  doebres  what  in  fa£t 
fhotild  be,  with  refpeft  10  the  final  altero- 
which  is  to  be  made  upon  the  whole 
face  of  nature,  and  To  pafles  on  to  what 
mo  ft  direfily  and  immediately  relates  to  the 
general  judgment,  which  would  come  as  a 
tbas-c  on  ail  Lhttti  that  dwell  oji  the  face  of 


the  whole  earth,  wer#  and  of  which  he 
fays,  Jb/  4f  llui  flff*  am*  four  kwws  m#  ms»f 
v*  Mt  /V  angf? r  vf  hi-fl  v?ijt  l:*t  my  Father  on- 
ht  Matth.  xxiv-  3^.  thereby  inti  mating, 
that  as  to  the  precilo  time,  when  that  day 
will  be,  it  ivat  then  a  ieerct  in  hU  Father’s 

own  breaft,  lie  had  nut  itvcdtd  h> 

any  man  or  an«rl,  n%  no*  to  the  Mefljah 
himfelf,  as  mjn,  at  Itaft  uot  with  any  com- 
miflion  to  reveal  u  to  mhm  at  prdeur ;  And 
an  five  table  to  this  cuiiehi&in  of  Ch  rill’s  pre- 
didlioBS,  rdring  to  the  final  judgment,  be 
dilboorfed  at  on  tint  fohjcifc  in  the  next 
chafitcr.  (Miiib.  xxv.)  Sec  (he  notes  oa 
Mat  til*  stxiv.  and  >l-:k  siii*  3*. 
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fhaic  (hill  St  tome 
on  alt  then:  that 
dwdJ  on  the  face 
of  ibt  whole 
earth. 


1$  Watch  ye 
f Tier cf ore  T  and 
pny  always,  that 
ye  may  be  ac¬ 
counted  worthy 
to  efcape  alt  theft 
thingi  that  fliiU 
come  to  pafSj  and 
to  ftand  before 
the  Son  of  mao* 


1?  And  in  (fie 
4iy-tiinc  he  wat 
teaching  in  the 
temple.  And  at 
night  he  went 
optf  and  abode  hi 
the  mo\i at  that  is 
called  rbe  mount  of 
Gliirca* 

And  all  the 
people  came  ear* 
ly  in  the  morn* 
ing  to  him  in  the 
temple  for  to 
hear  hix&» 


*l'hc  Ev&ngctijl  Luke  paraphrafeJ*  Cb*  xxu 

well  as  that  on  JervfaUm$  will  certainly  come  with 
fur  prizing  and  inevitable  min  to  all  carelef$,  fenfunl, 
and  woildly  minded  fitinerg,  in  whatever  part  of  the 
world  they  may  be:  And  juft  as  birds,  when  they  arc 
caught  in  a  fnarc,  are  frighred  ami  flutter,  but  cannot 
get  our ;  fo  they  will  be  fnared  in  an  evil  £iW,  vtken  it 
fuddtnly  falls  upon  them*  (Ecclef,  is.  1 2.) 

36  lie  ye  therefore  always  in  a  wakeful,  drtum- 
fpe£t  temper,  ami  ftriftly  upon  your  guard  againlt  temp¬ 
tations  to  fin  on  one  hand,  and  dreadful  furprizes  on 
the  other;  and  be  mftant  in  daily  prayer  for  continual 
afliftance  unto  the  dife barge  of  every  duty,  and  depar¬ 
ture  from  every  iniquity,  that  ye  may  be  found  *  bear¬ 
ing  the  charaCter  of  thofe  whom  the  Mefliah  fhall  ad* 
judge  to  the  honour  and  privilege  of  efcaping,  not  on¬ 
ly  the  vengeance  which  (hail  be  executed  in  this  world, 
but  the  fling  of  death,  and  the  condemnation  of  the 
ungodly  at  his  awful  tribunal  intbehftday;  and  that 
ye  may  be  deemed  meet  to  (land  in  the  congregation 
of  the  righteous,  who  fhall  be  acquitted  by  him,  and 
have  bold  nc  fa  before  him  at  his  coming. 

37  Now  after  ChrilVs  public  entry  into  Jerufakjrit 
he  tonflumly,  for  a  little  while,  repaired  to  the  tem¬ 
ple  by  day,  that  he  might  preach  there,  and  retired  to 
the  mount  of  Olives  by  night,  that  he  might  have  the 
better  opportunities  for  private  devotion,  in  view  of  his 
approaching  death,’ and  that  he  might  not  be  flint  up 
within  the  walls  of  the  city,  aod-fo  be  taken  before  his 
appointed  time  was  folly  come. 

38  And  in  the  morning,  upon  his  return  to  the  tem¬ 
ple,  the  common  people,  either  out  of  curioGty,  or 
from  a  good  opinion  of  him,  flocked  thither  betimes 
in  great  multitudes,  that  they  might  he  ready  to  attend 
on  his  miniftry  ;  fo  that  be  always  had  a  crouded  audi¬ 
ence,  though,  alas  !  there  were  but  few  among  them 
who  received  the  love  of  the  truth  that  they  might  be 
faved. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


'  What  a  critical  notice  does  our  Lord  take  of  all  onr  offerings  and  of  all  the 
drcumltances  that  attend  them  1  And  who  can  think  of  hi?  awful  predi4ftf'kn£j 
and  their  accomplishment,  and  not  read  in  them  the  baviouraud  the  God,  ns 

alto 


NOTE 


*  Wir/jS;*  fn  the  fcnplutt-fcnfe  of  ihc 
term,  (bmerimes  rvhtc*  to  an  honour  pul 
upon  a  person,  as  when  it  fpeak?  of  bewg 
counted  worthy  ro  faflrr  fhame  for  Chriffc ; 
(Aftt  V.  41,)  and  ax.  other  time*  it  fignilrrs 
merknefi,  and  what  U  becoming,  as  when 
when  to  are  laid  to  walk  worthy  of  God* 


and  of  the  vocation  wherewith  wc  arc  tailed, 
and  to  brinj»  ibnli  fruirs  worthy  of  repent* 
tanre*  (1  ThcfT.  ii.  11*  Eph.  ir.  1.  and 
Luke  hi*  8*)  And  1b  tn  lie  KiiiRted  worthy 
to  dope,  At.  i*  to  have  the  honour  of 
and  to  be  fitted  vr  prepared  for  it* 
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alfo  the  demolition  of  the  Jenijb  frame  of  worfhip,  with  the  temple  at  Jem* 
fattm*  and  the  eftabliffiment  of  a  new  difpcnlatiuii  of  grace  on  its  ruins  !  Cbfti- 
nate  tinners  may  well  expert  favere  judgments  upon  earth*  for  peril  ft  iug  in 
their  iniquities,  and  m  their  am  tempt  of  Chrifl  nud  hU  gofpel  ;  and  the  heavi* 
eft  deftruiition  will  certainly  overtake  them  at  the  great  day,  unkfi  they  fly  to  Jo 
fus,  and  cleave  to  him  in  oppoticion  to  all  other  pretended  Saviours,  though 
heaven  and  earth  fhall  pa 6  away*  his  wonts  fii*ll  never  ;  but  his  thre&tnmga 
again  ft  the  wicked  as  welt  as  promifes  to  his  people,  wUi  have  a  fare  accompliflv 
incut :  And  O  how  will  hi*  fecund  coming  be  to  the  iiUer  coiifution  of  the  oos^ 
ant)  the  unfpeakablc  joy  of  the  other  S  He  faithfully  gives  his  followers  notice* 
before -hand  of  their  dangers  and  deliverances;  and  whatever  tribulations  may 
befal  them  for  his  Cake,  from  the  great  eft  power*  on  eartb,  or  from  the  handa 
of  their  neareft  kindred  and  friends,  why  mould  they  be  terrified  or  difeoura- 
£ed  at  them  ?  All  fhnll  he  accompanied  with  fpecial  aids;  and  turn  for  a  teftimony 
of  good  account,  to  the  honourof  their  Redeemer,  the  confutation  of  his  enemies* 
and  the  comfort  of  their  own  fouls ;  They  may  life  up  their  heads  and  rcjoice- 
for  their  redemption  draws  nigh ;  and  faith  aitri  patience  will  carry  them  fafe 
through  at)  difficulties,  in  their  way  to  the  belter  ft  ate,  which  (hall  faceted  the 
diifolution  of  ail  things  here,  Hut  O  how  dangerous  ar r  the  cares,  the  pleafures* 
and  ckccAcs  of  life,  and  what  need  is  there  of  conftant  ^atchfulnefs  and  pray¬ 
er  agamftthero,  and  for  an  cfcape  from  the  mi  tries,  and  an  arrival  to  the  biet* 
fcduefc-fpoken  of  in  the  word  of  God  !  And  how  happy  will  it  be  for  thofe,  who 
fhall  be  enabled  toftand  till,  and  to  Jtand  at,  the  appearing  of  Jefua  Cl* rift  hi  the 
clouds  of  heaven,  in  all  Imni^jcfty  and  glory  !  fn  order  hereunto,  may  wc  have 
wifdom  to  difeem  the  ligus  of  the  times,  and  our  calls  to  auhver-iblc  duties  Ami 
nny  w n  attend  upon  go fpeUimnift rations  in  Rich  a  manner,  as  to  hear  that  oar 
fouls  may  Jive  1 
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Judas7!  betraying  bis  Lord)  1,-6,  ChrijPs  eating  bis  laJJ  pajfover^ 
7, —  i8.  His  inflituting  bis /upper ,  i'>,  20.  His  difeourfe  with  his 
dijYipksy  21, —  .8*  His  agony  in  the  garden^  39, — 46*  His  being 
apprehended*  47, — 53,  Peter's  denying  him ,  54, — 62.  And  his  tri * 
al  and  CQ}idemnatiim  in  the  high*pri*JPs  haU$  03,-7  ** 


Tixt* 

pdOW  the  feaft 
of  unleaven¬ 
ed  bread  drew 
n:tjb,  which  is 
ailed  the  paif- 

VV^ 


2  And  the 
chief  priefts  and 
i  bribes  fought 
ho«  they  might 
kill  him-  far  they 
l>^rrd  the  pco- 


Paraphrase, 

A  T  this  rime*  the  fourth  paflbvcr  after  Chri(l*$  bap- 
tifm*  at  which  according  to  the  determinate  coun* 
fcl  of  God  he  ffiouid  fufftr,  was  coming  on  within  two 
days,  ( Mark  xiv.  k)  and  was  Called  the  fcaft  of  unlea¬ 
vened  bread,  bccaufe  tUcJews  were  to  have  no  leaven 
in  their  bread  or  houfes*  during  that  folemnity* 

2  And  then  it  was  that  the  (anhtdrim,  made  up  of 
chief  priefts  and  doctors  of  the  law,  together  with  the 
elders  of  the  people*  men  of  great  reputation  for  piety 
and  learning*  met  to  confult  how  they  might  moit  con* 
venicntly  apprehend  Jefus*  in  order  to  their  putting 
him  to  death  >  for  they  were  under  u  difficulty  about  it* 
becaufe  of  the  cxtraardinaiy  concourfc  of  people  at  than 
fcafon,  who  they  knew  had  a  high  veneration  and  elteem 
for  him,  and  who  they  were  afraid  would  take  his  parr* 
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3  Then  enter¬ 
ed  Satan  into  Ju¬ 
das,  firoamcd  IP- 
orku,  being  of 
the  number  of 
the  twelve  i 


4  And  he  went 
his  way*  and 
communed  with 
the  thief  priefts 
and  captains  ,hbw 
he  might  betray 
him  tuuo  them. 

5  And  they 
were  glad*  and 
covenanted  to 
give  him  money* 


6  And  he  pro¬ 
mised,  and  fought 
opportunity  to 
betray  him  itnto 
them  in  the  ah- 
fence  of  the  mul¬ 
titude* 


y  Then  came 
the  day  of  on- 
termed  bread* 
when  the  paff- 
overmuft  be  kill¬ 
ed. 

fl  And  he  lent 
Peter  and  John, 
faying,  Go  and 
prepare  us  the 
padbver,  that  wc 
may  cat* 


and  rife  up  in  arms  ro  refeue  him  out  of  their  hands  j 
and  therefore  they  fefolved  to  attempt  it  not  by  open 
force,  but  privately  by  llratagem,  {Mark  xiv.  i,  a.) 

6  At  the  fame  time  Satan,  who  had  fet  them  to 
work,  ilirred  op  the  corruptions  and  covetoufnefs  of  Ju¬ 
das  ffcariot ,  one  of  the  twelve  apoftles,  and  drew  him 
into  a  treacherous  dclign  again!!  bis  Lord,  (fee  the 
note  on  John  xvlt.  27.) and  it  pieafed  God  to  per¬ 
mit  it,  that  by  the  over-rulings  of  a  wife  and  holy 
providence,  he  who  was  the  true  pafehai  Lamb,1  might 
die  at  the  very  time  of  the  paffover,  and  before  many 
witneffes. 

4  Aecordinglythis  bafe  and  perfidious  difciple,  know¬ 
ing  where  to  find  the  chief  priefts,  and  the  captains  of 
the  temple,  whom  they  had  called  in  to  their  afliftance, 
went  and  proffered  bis  fcrvice,  by  making  a  propofal  a- 
bout  his  own  privately  and  effectually  betraying  Chrift 
into  their  hands. 

5  And  they  no  fooner  heard  this,  but  were. mightily 
pieafed,  and  readily  accepted  the  offer,  it  exa&ly  fall¬ 
ing  in  with  their  own  fcheme  }  and  to  encourage  and 
bind  him  to  a  performance  of  this  projeft,  they  agreed 
to  give  bim  a  fum  of  money,  to  the  value  of  thirty 
Ihekels  of  filver.  {Mattb-  xxvi.  15.  fee  the  note  there.) 

6  And,  though  this  offer  was  of  no  more  in  the  law, 
appointed  to  be  given  for  a  (lave,  {Exod,  xxi.  3a.)  this 
fordid,  covetous,  and  vile-fpirited  wretch  (truck  a  bar¬ 
gain,  and  engaged  to  do  his  utmoft  to  deliver  Jefus  in¬ 
to  their  hands,  not  doubting  but  be  (hould  be  able  to 
accomplifli  the  horrid  defign :  And  from  that  time  for¬ 
ward,  he  watched  for  an  opportunity  of  letting  them 
know  the  place  of  Chrift’s  retirement,  thattbey  might 
privately  come  upon  him,  when  none  of  the  people 
fhould  be  prefent  to  make  an  uproar,  or  attempt  his 
refeue. 

7  Then  came  on  the  firft  day  of.  unleavened  bread, 
Matih.  xxvi.  17.)*  on  which  the  Jews  were  obliged 
by  the  law  to  kill  the  pafchal  lamb,  in  order  to  eating 
it  at  the  evening,  which  belonged  to  the  following  day. 

8  And  as  our  Lord  caine  to  fulfil  all  righteoufiiefis, 
be  ordered  two  of  his  difciples,  Peter  and  John  by  name, 
to  go  before  him  into  Jtrufalem ,  and  there  to  get  every 
thing  ready  for  the  paffover,  which  be  defigned  to  cele¬ 
brate 


N  0 

*  Tt  is  obftmhle  that  our  Lord,  who  wus 
typified  by  the  pafchal  Umb,  liiflcral  at 
tnii  pafloYtr  fur  the  redemption  of  life  |>eo- 
ple  j  fcod  was  friac ct  on  the  ver  j  day  (tin 


T  E- 

fifteenth  of  the  month  on  which  If- 

rad  were  delivered  out  of  (Nuxr»- . 

mill*  3.  $>} 
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9  And  they 
find  unto-  him. 
Where  wilt  thou 
that  we  prepare  J 

vo  And  he  laid 
unto  them,  lie* 
hold,  when  yt  art 
entered  into  the 
city,  there  Dull  a 
in  on  meet  you, 
bearing  a  pitcher 
of  water;  follow 
him  into  the 
houfe  where  he 
entereth  in* 

ti  And  ye  Ihall 
fay  uxuo  the  good- 
man  of  the  houfe, 
The  Mailer  faith 
untoihec.  Where 
b  thcgHdl-dum- 
her,  where  F  Hull 
cat  the  poorer 
viih  my  difd- 
pleif 

1 1  And  he  Hull 
fiiew  you  a  krge 
npper-room  fur~J 
nhhed  :  there 

make  ready* 

13  And  they 
vent,  and  found 
a*  he  had  Aii-d 
uiifo  them:  and 
they  made  ready 
tfiepafloTer* 

14  And,  when 
the  hour  was 
come,  be  Ac 
down,  and  the 
twelve  apoftke 
with  hits* 

is  And  he  Aid 
UFUothem,  With 
defire  I  have  de- 
fired  to  cat  this 
pa  Hover  with  you 
before  [  falTer* 


brate  in  the  city,  together  with*  his  dUciples,  whom  be 
bad  taken  under  bis  care  and  charge  as  his  family* 

9  And  as  they  had  no  dwelling  of  their  pwn  there, 
they  defired  him  to  let  them  know  at  what  houfe  he 
would  pleafe  to  have  them  get  things  ready  for  that  fer- 
vice*  r 

10  And  for  a  demon  lira  UOn  of  his  own  foreknow* 
ledge  and  government  of  all  events,  as  well  as  for  their 
direction,  he  gave  them  this  token,  faying.  When  ye 
are  got  into  the  city,  obferve  a  man,  whom  ye  wiil 
meet  with,  carrying  a  pitcher  of  water ;  and  whate¬ 
ver  houfe  he  goes  into,  follow  him  thither*  (See  the 
note  on  M&tth*  ixvi.  18.) 

j  1  And  as  foon  as  ye  enter  the  houfe,  tell  the  honeft 
man  who  keeps  it,  that  I,  your  Lord  and  Mailer,  fent 
you  to  afle  him  for  a  proper  room  for  me  and  my  difei- 
ples,  to  eat  the  pafchal  lamb  together. 

12  And  ye  need  not  fear  bis  King  offended,  or  his 
refuting  you  a  fuitable  accommodation ;  for  as  foon  as 
yc  have  told  him  this,  he  will  immediately,  without 
making  any  difficulty  of  the  matter,  conduct  you  to  a 
large  chamber,  which  is  proper  for  your  purpofe  :Thert' 
prepare  all  that  is  needful  in  order  to  our  celebrating 
that  ordinance. 

13  Accordingly  tbefe  two  difciplcs,  believing  ths 
words  he  had  fpoken,  went,  and  found  that  every  cir- 
cumftance  punctually  anfwered  his  predi&ton  j  and  in 
that  room  they  made  everything  ready  again  Cl  his  arri¬ 
val  to  eat  the  pafiover. 

14  And  when,  after  fur-fet,  the  latter  evening  came 
on,  which  was  the  time  appointed  in  the  law  for  the 
Jewj  to  eat  the  pafchal  lamb,  (fee  the  note  on  Mattb. 
xx vj.  20.)  Jtfus  came  to  this  houfe,  and  fat  down 
with  his  twelve  apoftles  to  fupper* 

15  And  whilft  be  was  fitting  with  them  round  the 
table,  he  faid  unto  them,  I  have  mod  earneftly  looked 
and  longed  for  the  time  in  which  I  might  eat  this  my 
lad  paflover  with  you  before  my  death ;  1  know  my  bit- 
tereft  fufferings  arc  now  juft  at  hand,  by  which  I  fliali 
finifti  the  great  work  of  redemption  ;  and  fuch  is  my 
delight  to  „do  my  Fathers  will,  that  I  have  as  eagerly 
wiftied  for  this  time  of  fulfilling  it,  as  if  no  terrors 
were  to  attend  it;  and  I  am  glad  that  it  is  now  fo  near, 
and  that  I  have  this  opportunity  of  freely  opening  my 
heart,*  and  giving  you  fome  ufeful  and  comfortable 

counfei 


NOTE. 

*  It  is  obfcrnble,  that  at  thi*  time  He  de*  which  follow  in  thii  chapter*  and  in  the  iliir* 
livered  thole  excclliot  difeonrfes  to  them,  tcemli  and  fourteenth  o fjvaji  ;  to  which  ho 
Yo  L*  If.  t  P  *  «£* 


a  16 
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xS  For  I  fij 
unto  yon,  I  v;fl 
not  any  more  cat 
thereof,  until  \t 
be  fulfilled  in  the 
kutjfdamof  Gcd< 


jj  And  he  took 
the  cup,  and  guv* 
thanks,  and  laid. 
Take  this,  and 
divide  il  among 
youifdvcs* 


iS  For  1  fay 
unto  you,  I  will 
not  drink  of  the 
fruit  of  the  vine, 
until  the  king* 
dom  of  God  (LaJi 
come. 


ap  And  he  took 
bread,  and  gave 
thanks,  and  brake 
if,  and  gave  unto 
the  n  y  frying , 
Thi-  is  my  body 
wliifh  is  giver  for 
yon :  this  do  in 
remembrance  of 
me* 


counfel  atone,  juft  before  I  am  to  bleed  and  die  for  yon 
and  to  be  taken  from  you. 

16  For  I  allure  you,  that  I  fhallnerer  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  eating  another  paiTover  with  yon,  dll  its  types 
and  figures  fiiall  be  really  accomplilhed  in  me,  the  true 
pjfcbal  Lamb,  and  their  fubftance  or  antitype  (bail  take 
place  in  that  gofpel-ktngdom,  which  1  am  come  to  fet 
up,  and  in  which  I  will  inftitute  another  ordinance  to 
fuperlede  this ;  nor  till  at  length  we  (ball  delightfully 
commemorate,  in  the  kingdom  of  glory,  that  greater 
redemption  from  fin  and  wrath  by  my  death,  which 
was  typified  by  the  deliverance  of  Ifraei  out  of  Egypt. 

17  And  Chrift,  as  was  ufually  done  by  tbe  matter 
of  the  family  at  this  feaft,  took  a  cup  of  wine  into  his 
hand,  and  gave  thanks  in  a  folemn  manner  to  God  his 
Father;  and  then  drinking  part  of  it,  delivered  the  reft 
to  his  difctples,  ordering  them  to  hand  it  round,  and 
partake  of  it  in  their  turns. 

18  For,  laid  he,  I  again  tell  you,  that  I  (hall  never 
have  an  opportunity  of  drinking  the  pafehat  cup  any 
more,  till  this  divine  inftifution  (hall  be  fuperfeded  by 
a  redemption  from  all  fpiritoal  and  eternal  evils,  ana 
by  another  ordinance,  in  the  gofpel-ftate,  to  commemo¬ 
rate  it,  which  was  prefigured  by  that  deliverance  of  If¬ 
raei  y  in  remembrance  or  which  the  paiTover  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  has  been  obferred  to  this  day;  and  front 
henceforth  I  will  rejoice  with  you  in  no  otner  falvatioo, 
than  that  which  ye  lhatl  enjoy  with  me  for  ever  in  the 
kingdom  of  glory.  (See  the  note  on  Matlh.  xxvi-  19.) 

19  As  Toon  as  thepafchal  (upper  was  ended,  our  Lord 
again  took  bread  into  his  bands;  and,  fetting  it  apart  by 
thankfg*  ring  and  prayer  for  a  religious  purpose,  he  broke 
and  diltribmed  it  among  bis  difciples  Ikying,  ( t  Cor . 
xi.  24.)  This  is  what  1  appoint  tobe  henceforth  the  me¬ 
morial  of  my  body’s  being  broken  by  terrible  fufferings 
in  your  Head,  as  freely  given  op  to  death  for  your  re¬ 
demption,  and  made  over  to  you  for  falvatioo :  From  this 
time  onward  ro  my  fecond  comiog,  eat  ye  bread,  with 
faith,  thankfulnefs,  and  joy,  in  perpetual  remembrance 
of  my  dying  for  you,  even  as  ye  have  hitherto  eat  the 
paiTover,  in  commemoration  of  IfraeP s  deliverance 
from  *  Egyptian  miferies. 

ao  In 


NOTES, 

»lfd  added  [fiofc  in  the  fifteenth  and  listwritli  let  it  apart  to  facred  Ulc,  that  they  might  take 
nf  that  F.vangelilt,  u  foon  as  he  went  out  of  and  eat  It.  See  the  note  OH  Mart  a’v.  u. 
the  hcrofe  to  the  mount  of  Olivet.  *  At  (Jhrift  h id i uft  DOW  celebrated  the  paf- 

f  He  did  not  ftimi  it  an  altar  to  offer  a  h-  chi)  {upper,  which  os  called  (he  paflover ' 
rrifice  to  God,  that  hit  diiciplc*  might  adore  fo,  in  the  like  facramcntsl  lenjjuage,  hecalN 
ibebreid;  but  he &:  at » common  table, and  tbit  bread  liix  bod  ft  Aadtl«»citwxinft«iwof 


Ch*  nil*  Tfe  Svdngekfi  Lore  paraphr&ftd* 
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"  lo  Lifcndfi 

alfo  the  cup  after 
flipper,  AyW* 

Tips  cup  h  (Sc 
ikw  telbnoit  in 
my  blood,  which 
is  ihcd  fee  you* 


at  Hut,  behold, 
the  hand  of  him 
that  betnydh  me 
is  with  me  on  the 
table. 


ax  And  truly 
the  Son  of  man 

£Jth,  U  tt.WAl 

attlnd;  bnt 
wo 


20  In  like  manner*  after  the  pafchal  fopprr,  and  after 
‘eating  bread  in  this  near  vnftiiotioii,  be  took  a  cop  of 
vine  id  hia  hand  f  j  and*  having  like  wife  foie  irmly  fee 
this  apart  for  facred  ufe  by  tbankfgiving.  and  prayer*  he 
gave  it  to  his  cUlciples*  faying,  Drink  ye  all  of  this* 
[M&tih.  xxvi.  27*)  1  fori  appoint  that,  from  this  .time 
forward,  your  drinking  wine*  in  this  ordinance,  (hall  be 
a  perpetual  memorial  of  the  confirmation  of  the  new 
covenant  by  my  blood*  as  Hied  for  the  remilSon  of  your 
fins*  inftcad  pf  drinking  wine*  at  the  palchal  fupper*  in 
commemoration  of  IfrasFo  great  deliverance  V 

it  But  while  they  were  celebrating  the  paffover  $* 
{Matth*  «vi<  ar,  and  Mark  riv*  18,)  Jefas,  knowing 
the  mod  fecret  defign  of  fudafs  heart  agamft  him,  rook 
an  opportunity  to  give  them  an  alarming  hint  about  it* 
faying*  Behold*  ^me  of  you*  my  moll  intimate  and  fa* 
miliar  friends*  who  are  now  fitting  with  meat  table* 
will  perfidioufly  betray  me  into  the  hands  of  mine  ene¬ 
mies*  according  to  that  antiem  prophecy,  {PfaL  ili*  9.) 
Min*  own  familiar  friend \  which  did  cat  of  my  breads  bos 
lift  up  hit  heel  againfl  me* 

2%  And  to  tell  you  the  plain  truth*  I*  the  Meffiafi* 
am  jaft  now  going  freely*  and  not  by  conftrairtr*  to  the 
place*  where  I  (hall  be  apprehended  in  order  to  my  Jail 
fufferings  and  death*  according  to  the  determinate  counfel 
rad  forelm^  and  various  prophecies  in 

the  Old  Tcftament*  concerning  me :  But*  though  (he 
wickedneft  of  the  traitor  will  he  over-ruled*  by  the  wif- 
dona  of  God*  to  accompli  (h  his  own  moft  gracious*  holy* 
and  eternal  purpofe  for  the  redemption  of  the  church  ; 
this  is  no  eictife  for  that  man’s  Gn*  who  a£h  upon  the 
worft  of  principles*  without  any  knowledge  of*  or  intent 

tioa 


H  O  ' 

JtTdf  was  Efficient  to  prevent  my  rottlabe,  as 
If  this  bread  were  bis  red  body  my  more 
than  the  pafcbat  hmb  w ts  rtatfy  the  paflovef. 
(See  the  note  oh  Match*  xxvi*  d.) 

f  Htn  is  an  undeniable  figure,  whereby 
the  cup  is  put  for  the  wine  in  the  cup ;  and 
ihbbculled  the'ncw  teftameut  in  ChrUTs 
blood,  which  could  not  poftbly  mean*  that 
It  was  ibe  new  tefamem  itfelf,  but  only  the 
foloflt,  and  the  fign  or  memorial  of  (hot 
blood  which  was  fhed  to  Confirm  it, 

*  Thb  appears  co  me  to  be  a  plain  and 
eafir  account  of  (he  nature  and  defign  of  thh 
hfliturion ;  and  efi&hially  overthrows  the 
PopP  doctrine  of  traufabfbmtiattoD,  which 
is  contrary  to  the  very  nature  of  a  memorial, 
ns  well  as  is  full  of  all  imaginable  abfoiditasa, 
and  dtred  contradictions. 

$  It  items  by  the  way  of  the  mngplifts 


:  E  S. 

hfoabc*  and  McrPt  placing  and  ex  pee  fling 
CtnifPs  difeonrie  on  thb  oocafion,  as  if  ic 
was  at  the  pafchai  flipper,  and  not  at  the 
lord's  Tapper,  that  he  gave  this  notice ;  F  or 
they  both  Kprefatt  ibis  intimation,  as  made 
while  they  were  eating  the  palchal  fupper,  and 
bring  it  in  before  our  Lord’s  proceeding  10 
the inftittttion  of  his  flipper:  And  they  tell 
us,  that  be  notified  the  pertim  who  would 
betray  him,  by  faying  that  it  waa  Ac  v*fa  dip* 
fid  fit  band  with  him  in  the  difi,  which  coiud 
relate  to  no  other  than  the  pafrhal  Tapper; 
(Metfi*  x  t ,  a J*  and  Aferi  xiv,  i  S,  xo.) 

And  laifhimfrifhereotpreflb  itbyC'hrifTtf 
faying,  that  the  traitor's  hand  was  wish  him 
os  the  labi?)  which  fcems  to  re/er  rather  to  the 
mtfiitirof  eating  the  psfJovrr,  chan  the  Lord'* 
flipper,  Seethe  note  on  Mirk  xiv.  xo, 

Pt 
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wo  onto  that  man 
by  whom  he  is 
betrayed. 


l)  And  thry 
begin  to  inquire 
ure.rng  ihem- 
(elves,  which  of 
than  it  wit  that 
IHouM  do  this 
tiling. 


14  And  there 
was  alft  a  drift 
among  diem  . 
which  of  them 
fbould  he  '  ac¬ 
counted  tbegiot- 
db 


a;  And  he  laid 
unto  them.  The 
kings  of  the  Gen- 
tilesexercifelord- 
ihij)  over  them; 
and  they  that  ex- 
ereife  aiiiWity 
ujmn  them  are 
tailed  benefac¬ 
tors. 


id  lint  yt  jbali 
not  be  fo  -  but  he 
tlxit  is  greaseft 
among  you  let 
him  he  as  the 
younger;  and  he 
that  ts  chief,  as 
he  that  doth 
few. 


17  For  whe¬ 
ther 


tion  to  fulfil  this  purpofe;  and  therefore  the  molt  terri¬ 
ble  of  all  woes  belong  unro,  and  fhati  be  infli&ed  upon 
him,  who,  under  a  cloak  of  difciplelhip  and  friendlhip, 
will  treacberonfly  deliver  me  up  to  my  crucificrs. 

23  Upon  Chrift's  giving  fo  plain  and  moving  a  faint 
as  this,  all  the  difciples,  except  Judaty  were  (hocked 
and  grieved  to  think,  that  any  among  them  fbould  ever 
go  into  fo  bale  a  villany  againft  their  Lord ;  they  were 
humbly,  jealous  of  their  own  hearts,  left  they  Ihoold  de¬ 
ceive  them  ;  and  were  exceeding  felicitous  to  dear  them  - 
feives,  and  to  know  wbo.it  was  that  fhould  he  guilty  of 
this  horrible  wickcdneis, every  one  of  them  faying,  Lord 
is  it  I  ?  (Matth.  xxvi,  22.) 

24  A  little  before  this  time  likewife,  the  difciples, 
having  entertained  carnal  notions  about  Ch  rift’s  king¬ 
dom,  difeovered  great  emulation,  and  entredinto  warm 
debates,  which  of  them  Ihouldhave  the  higheft  polls  of 
truft  and  honour  under  him  }  one  and  another  pretend¬ 
ing  that  the  pre-eminence  belonged  t6  himfelf,  either 
on  account  of  his  fuperior  age,  or  talents,  or  intereftin 
their  Mailer’s  favour. 

25  And  *  our  Lord  gave  them  a  gentle  reproof  for 
it,  faying.  In  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  among  the 
heathens,  who  have  no  higher  views  than  what  relate 
to  the  prefeat  life,  every  one  is  aiming  to  be  uppermoft-; 
Icings  and  emperors  are  -exceeding  ambitious  of  autho¬ 
rity  and  power  over,  their  fubjeds,  and  over  one  another  > 
and  they  that  have  the  greateft  intereft,  influence,  and 
power,  -and  the  taigeft  purfe,  are  mod  highly  honoured, 
and  readily  fubmitted  m  ;  and  io.all  this  they  would  fain 
pafs  for  common  benefa&ors. 

26  But  fuch  a  temper  and  fuch  viewsmuft  not  he  in¬ 
dulged  among  you,  the  fubje&s  of  my  kingdom,  the 
nature  and  defign  of  which  is  (piritual :  If  therefore  any 
would  be  great  and  eminent  under  me,  whatfoever  his 
(landing,  privileges,  <y  attainments  may  be,  he  mull 
not  aim  at  worldly  pomp  and  authority,  "but  mull  be 
willing  to  condefeend  to  perfons  of  low  degree,  and  fub- 
mit  to  the  meaneft  offices  of  love  and  kindnefi ;  and 
mull  labour  to  promote  their  edification,  and  help  their 
joy,  as  if  he  himfelf  were  the  youngeft  among  bis  bre¬ 
thren,  and  were  indeed  their  fervant. 

27  For  ye  (hould  learn  of  me,  who  am  meek  and 

lowly 


NOTE. 

*  I  fee  no  ahfiirdity  in  Jttppofing  that  our  ij, - iS,  andAforf  S- 4*,— ~4J*}  And 

blcflcd  Lord,  up on  wa/hing  hj>  difciples  feet,  ihk  naturally  account* for  Lkktu  plating  ihh 
reminded  them  of  h»  late  dtfcouric  to  them  part  of  tlw  biliary  In  a  different  order  from 
•gtmftaimi^atpre-eiDinevW.  (Mdlfff.  xx*  thole  Evaogdiitt* 
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thaii  pater,  he 
that  utteth  at 
meat,  or  ho  that 
ferrah?  £r  not  he 
that  fiftcih  «t 
not  ?  but  t  tat 
among  you  v  he 
that  iervetha 


18  Ye  are  they 
which  have  con- 
tinned  wnb  me 
an  my  tempta* 

tioas; 


And  1  ap* 
pocDt  unto  you  a 
kingdom*  «  niy 
Faiher  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  unto  in: ; 

ID  ThatyCtnay 
tax  atid  drink  M 
my  rah[e  in  my 
kingdom,  and  ut 
on  thrones,  judg¬ 
ing  the  twelve 
tribes  of  IffcieL 


31  And  the 
Lord  fridjSimon, 
Simon, 


lowly  of  heart:  Which  is  moll  honourable,  be  who. 
fits  at  table,  and  is  waited  upon  ;  or  be  who  Hands, 
and  waits  upon  him  7  *Ye  will  readily  agree,  that  the 
pre-eminence  belongs  to  the  former  of  thefe :  But  I, 
your  Lord  and  Mailer,  am  To  far  from  taking  Hate  u- 
pon  tnyfrlf,  or  indulging  mine  own  eafe,  that  1  have 
iiibmmed  to  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  performed  all 
offices  of  condcfcenfion,  love,  and  fervice  to  you,  as 
if  1  were  your  inferior*.  If  therefore  yc  would  be 
truly  great  in  my  kingdom,  follow  my  example  in 
all  poffible  condelcenlian,  mccknefs,  and  kind  riels  to¬ 
wards  one  another,  as  there  may  be  opportunities  and 
occaGods  for  them. 

28  Ye  have  hitherto  attended  me  in  my  trials,  a- 
bafement,  and  fulTerings,  wherein  ye  have  feen  no¬ 
thing  like  the  pomp  and  glory  of  this  world,  or  any  af- 
fe£hrion  of  it ;  nor  have  I  given  you  any  promifes  re¬ 
lating  to  it;  and  yet  ye  have  not  been  difeouraged  from 
abiding  with  me:  Go  on  then,  not  with  Handing  tbe 
further  fufferings  ye  may  fee  in  me,  and  undergo  ycur- 
felves,  to  maintain  your  adherence  to  me,  and  the  in- 
terefts  of  my  kingdom,  in  expectation  of  what  is  every 
way  better  than  all  tbe  riches  and  grandeur  of  this  life. 

29,  30  And  as  my  Father  has  appointed  to  me,  in 
my  office-charaCter,  a  fpi ritual  kingdom  on  earth,  and 
a  glorious  kingdom  on  high  + :  I,  in  like  manner,  ap¬ 
point  unto  you  honours  and  bleffings  of  a  fpi  ritual  na¬ 
ture  in  my  gofpel- kingdom  here,  and  in  heaven  here¬ 
after  ;  that  ye  may  have  the  dignity  and  delight  of  in¬ 
timate  communion  with  me,  like  the  nobles  of  a  king¬ 
dom,  who  are  admitted  to  eat  and  drink  with  their 
prince  at  his  table;  and  that  ye  may  have  the  honour 
and  authority  of  publilhing  and  inforcing  the  laws  of 
my  kingdom  on  earth,  to  bind  the  consciences  of  all 
tbe  tribes  of  and  of  publicly  approving  of  my 

fentence  upon  them,  and  confenting  to  it  as  righteous, 
in  the  final  judgment. 

31  And  yet,  to  humble  them  for  their  contentions 
about  dignities,  our  bleffed  Lord  forewarned  them  of 
the  offence  which  they  would  take  at  bis  approaching 
fufferings,  {Mat.  xxvt.  31.);  and,  turning  to  Pettr^ 


N  O  T  E  S. 

*  Tt  Teems  as  if  Chrirt  were  fitting  at  table  darilyto  all  ChrifTs  ft  r  vines  and  difciplci, 
when  he  fpokethefe  words*  and  th*t  inline-  whale  fpiritaal  powers,  honours  andddights 
d  Lately  afterwards  lie  rofcaud  wafted  InsdU*  archest  represented  in  figurative  terms,  uiih 
dpics  feel ;  an  account  of  which  \\c  hive  nfpeft  to  their  advanccim-nt  in  the  kingdom 
J'Jw  xiii.  4,  $.  of  grace  here,  and  xu  the  of  glo:y 

f  Thefe  exprdTions  feem  to  he  primarily  hcrc^dtr. 
appUjiMe  to  the  twslvc  apuftlcs,  and  itraii- 


;*3& 
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Simon,  behold, 
Safin  hath  ddlr- 
ed  ta  haw  you, 
that  he  may  fift 
j?w  u  wheats 


31  Bot  I  have 
prayed  for  thee, 
that  thy  fat  b  fcri 
not :  ami  when 
thnv  art  convert¬ 
ed  Artngthta  thy 
brtilutn. 


'33  And  he  Aid 
unto  Kim,  Lord, 
I  am  ready  to  go 
with  thee  both  in¬ 
to  prifyn,  and  to 
death* 


34  And  he 
Aid,  1  tell  thee, 
Peter,  the  cock 
itull  not  crow, 
thU  day,  before 

thou  Oult  tbnee 

den y  that  thou 
hnoweft  me. 


3f  And  he 
Aid  who  them, 
When  1  lent  you 
without 


he  fpoke  to  him,  and  bp  him  to  them  alt,  frying  with 
great  earneftnefs,  Simon,  Simon  *,  attend  to  what  I 
am  going  to  tell  you :  The  devil  has  an  evil  deCga  u- 
pon  you  and  the  reft  of  my  diiciples  ;  and,  he* 

ing  exceedingly  dcfirous  ro  have  you  alt  in  his  power, 
has  a(ked  leave  to  learch  and  (hake  you,  like  wheat, 
when  it  is  winnowed  j  and,  in  a  very  little  time,  he 
will  take  advantage,  from  my  fuffermgs  and  death,  to 
hurry  and  fright  you,  that  ye  may  fling  up  your  pro* 
feflion,  faith,  and  hope,  and  may  forfake  and  rcje£t  me, 

32  But  as  I  know  that  bis  fierce!!  afiaulrs  and  grea* 
teft  prevalence  will  be  on  thee,  Peter,  I  particularly 
aflurc  thee  of  my  having  prayed  for  thee,  that  how 
terribly  foerer  thy  faith  may  be  fhzfceu,  it  may  not  be 
utterly  and  finally  destroyed  ;  And  when  thou  fhalt  be 
recovered,  by  a  fort  of  fecond  convcrfioo,  from  thy  ap* 
proaching  fall,  fee  that  tbou  improve  thine  own  erpe* 
rience  for  the  connfel  and  caution  of  thy  fellow-  chri- 
ftians  and  miniftere,  again  It  temptation,  and  for  their 
relief  and  comfort  under  it,  and  reftoration  after  they 
may  have  been  overcome  by  it. 

33  Peter  replied  with  too  much  feU-confidence,  tho* 
with  an  honeft  heart,  which  meant  as  he  frid.  Lord, 
I  fear  no  temptations  of  Satan ;  but  am  prepared  for 
all  events,  and  fully  refolvcd  to  ftand  by  thee,  and  take 
my  fufiering  lot  with  tbee,  though  it  (hould  be  unto 
imprifonment,  and  death  itfelf :  Be  ciy  trials  ever  fo 
great,  J  never  will  defert  or  difown  thee. 

34  Then,  to  warn  him  of  the  deceitfulneft  of  his 
own  heart,  our  Lord  laid,  Norwich  (landing  all  thefe 
high  profeflions  of  refolutioo  and  courage,  zeal  and 
friendihip,  I  tell  tbee,  Peter  f,  that  this  very  day  on 
which  we  are  now  entered,  even  before  tbc  time  of 
cock-crowing  in  the  morning,  tbou  wilt  poficively  de¬ 
ny,  three  times  over,  that  thou  ever  hadft  the  leaf!  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  me. 

35  And,  that  be  might  Hill  further  lead  his-difcl- 
ples  to  an  expectation,  of  a  near  approach  of  dangers 
and  fufferingB,  he  reminded  them  that,  when  be  bad 
formerly  (Mat.  x.  9,  jo.)  fent  them  forth  to  preach 

the 


NOTES. 

*  CL  rift  here  fecra$  to  call  hint  by  UU  better  thin  Peter  knew  Mmfelf;  and  thar, 
former  name  -Sira?*;,  md  Dot  Peter *  which  to  huipble  him,  he  would  fuller  him  to  fall 
li&nificsa  Ruck,  bctauJc  what  he  washing  vervftroly,  tlicugh  he  had  prayed  tluibis 
to  fay  to  him  was  an  argument  of  hi*  in  fir-  faith  fhoold  not  utterly  faiL  See  the  notes 
iaiityT  and  not  of  his  ftibiliry  or  ftrength  :  on  xxvi#  34.  and  M&k  xiv*  30.  for 

And  hac  is  a  plain  aliuGou  to  the  blftory  of  reconciling  the  diferm  ways,  in  which  tiro 
rhap,  i,  ii,  ifringdiib  cxprdTed  the  ticnc  hoc  r»£cr 

j-  Cheat  hereby  Shewed  that  he  knew  Peter  led  to. 


Clu  nib 
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vkboitt  puft, 
and  foip ,  and 
fluxs,  lacked  ye 
any  thihe  ?  And 
tb*y  iaid  Nti- 
tfuog* 


Then  fiid 
be  unto  iben , 
But  now  he  that 
Jitth  a  parte*  let 
him  take  if*  and 
Jifccwife  his  trip; 
and  he  that  hath 
no  ■  fvovd*  let 
trim  fell  hb  pr- 
mcnf,  and  buy 
unc. 

3T  Far  1  fay 
unto  you,  that 
thtt  that  is  writ¬ 
ten  mu! 1  yet  be 
attempt] Hied  in 
me,  Andhewa* 
reckoned  among 
the  tranfgrdlim 
Tor  the  things 
contcrjupg  me 
have  in  cud 


38  And  they 
faid*  Lord,  be¬ 
hold,  hoc  ere  two 
fWords,  And  he 
Ja id  unco  them, 
Ic  is  enough. 


the  gofpel,  be  ordered  them  not  to  male  any  proviGon 
for  themfelves  of  money,  or  vi£luale,  or  of  more 
(hoes  or  clothes  than  they  had  on,  or  of  weapons  for 
their  defence ;  but  to  depend  entirely  upon  Providence 
for  their  fupply  and  fafety  :  And  he  aiked  them,  whe» 
ther  wben  they  went  out,  in  thofe  circum  fiances,  they 
they  ever  fuffered  a  want  of  any  thing  that  was  need* 
fol  for  them  ?  to  which  they  replied.  No,  none  at  all. 

36  Then  laid  be  unto  them,  But  now  things  will 
immediately  take  fuch  a  perilous  turn,  and  ye  will  be 
fo  friendlels  arid  espofed,  that  ye  had  need  have  both 
money  and  food  before-hand  for  the  nece  Airies  of  life, 
and  fwordj  too  for  your  defence  againft  the  enemies 
that  are  coming  upon  you :  Tea,  your  danger,  will  be 
lb  exceeding  great,  that  ye  would  be  glad  even  to  part 
with  your  coats  on  your  backs  lor  a  fword  to  defend 
you  againft  it  ** 

37  For  I  tell  you,  that  there  are  ftill  antient  prophe¬ 
cies,  concerning  the  Me (Ii ah’s  ignominious  and  hitter 
fufferings  and  death,  which  muft  be  fulfilled  in  me  3 
as  particularly  that  he  mull  be  looked  upon,  and  trear- 
ed  as  a  tranfgreflbr,  and  mull  fuffer  and  die  under  all 
the  infamy  of  that  character,  in  company  with  the  vi- 
left  malela&ors :  For  the  time  is  now  juft  at  hand, 
wherein,  according  to  God’s  eternal  council,  all  di¬ 
vine  predictions  relating  to  my  Searing  the  Jin  of  manyy 
(Ifa.  liii.  t2-)  muft  have  their  complete  accomplifh. 
ment,  that  I  may  finiih  the  work  which  my  Father 
gave  me  to  do,  and  that  all  may  end  well  for  me  aod 
them. 

38  Upon  this,  the  dlfciples,  underftanding  Chrift 
to  have  fpoken  literally  of  ufing  the  fword  for  defence 
againft  their  enemies,  faid  to  him.  Lord,  we  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  obey  thy  orders  3  fee,  here  are  two  fwords  a- 
mongfl  us :  Shall  we  take  care  to  get  more,  that  we 
may  all  be  armed  againft  any  aflauh  upon  thee  or  us  ? 
but  he  having  intended  only  to  intimate,  by  the  fym- 
bol  of  the  fword,  how  great  their  danger  was,  replied, 
Thefc  two  are  fullicient  to  anfwer  the  inftruGive  defign 
lor  which  I  mentioned  them  :  Let  me  therefore  hear 
□0  more  of  your  providing  fuch  fort  of  weapons  for 


N  O 

*  It  ftcow  as  if  wlut  Chrift  Grid  iboiit 
petting  fwords  were  to  be  iindcrifood  not 
lutrally,  ju  ao  order  to  buy  them,  but  em- 
Uvriiaricilly,  as  an  intimation  of  duikers 
coming  on,  which  would  be  fn  extreme  *  that 
the  difciples  had  need  be  util  pnrvjdcd  a> 
gainft  them*  and  ‘jrculd  think  tbwr  they  could 


not  repel  them,  but  by  the  power  of  the 
fwnrd-  i'or  he  afterwards  fitid,  (i/rr.  3ft,) 
that  two  j-wrds  vne  w.  hicli  could 

not  be  true,  if  ther  armed  entmtet  to 
he  refitted  by  Torcc;  and  when  /V'^uknI  a 
fword  in  tbit  wav*  Cfitirt  rtyroied  him  lot 
t:,  (Matth,  xstL  $z*) 


ija 
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your  defence  and  viftory,  as  if  my  kingdom  were  of 
this  world  *. 


39  Andhtrame 
out,  and  went,  as 
he  was  wont,  to 
the  m  tiu  hi  of 
Olives ;  and  his 
diitiples  alfo  fol- 
Jowu]  him. 


43  And,  when 
he  was  at  the 
place,  heJaid  un¬ 
to  them,  Fray, 
that  yt  enltr  not 
into  ieinpU;ioa. 


4t  And  he  w« 

U'ilhd  ravrn  from 
t  hem  about  a 
floods  ciO,  and 
kneded  do  wd  and 
prayed, 

frying,  Fa¬ 
ther,  if  thou  be 
wilting,  tonuve 
thiscuprrora  me: 
IKvcrthelcJs  not 
my  *ili,buuhi;ie 
bedum;. 


4}  And  there 

appearrd  ati  atioel 
unto  him  Horn 
heaven,  ftneuph- 
cuhig  him* 


39  After  thefe  difeourfes  Chrifl  vent  out  of  the 
room,  where  he  had  eaten  the  pafchal  Iamb,  and  cele¬ 
brated  the  Lord’s  flipper  j  and,  night  being  come  on, 
he,  according  to  cuftom,  retired  to  the  mount  of  Olives ; 
and  all  his  difctples  accompanied  him  thither,  except 
Judast  who  before  had  gone  from  (upper,  in  order  to 
his  betraying  him  into  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  {Jtbn 
xiti.  30.) 

40  And  as  foon  as  he  arrived  at  a  place  called  Gtih- 
femanef  ( Atatth ,  xxvi*  36*)  which  was  at  the  foot  of 
the  mount  of  Olives  t  he  found  his  dtfciples  were  heavy 
for  fl'ep  ;  and,  to  roufe  them,  laid,  This  is  not  a  time 
to  indulge  yourfclves  in  doth,  while  danger  is  fo  nigh 
at  hand :  begearneftly  of  God  to  keep  you  from,  or 
in,  the  diftrefliDE  trials  which  are  coming  upon  you, 
thar  ye  may  not  be  hurried  into  fin  by  them,  but  may 
be  fupported,  and  enabled  to  behave  in  a  becoming  man¬ 
ner  under  them,  and  carried  fafety  through  them. 

4t,  42  Then  having  taken  with  him  three  of  his 
difciples,  {Matth*  xxvi.  37.  and  Mark  xiv,  33-)  atul 
having  afterwards  retired  from  thefe,  to  the  diftance 
of  about  a  Hone’s  call,  for  fecret  prayer,  he  kneeled 
down,  and  with  alt  humility  and  reverential  fear,  and 
with  eameftnefs  and  tears,  add  re  Dtxl  his  Father,  [Hcb* 
v.  7.)  faying,  O  my  heavenly  Father,  the  near  view* 
I  have  of  the  terrible  fufferings  and  death  which  lye 
juft  before  me,  and  what  I  now  begin  to  feel  from  the 
weight  of  thy  band  ;  and  the  powers  of  darknefs  id  fo 
(hocking  to  my  human  nature,  that,  were  it  confident 
with  the  eternal  counfds  of  thy  will,  relating  to  thy 
glory,  and  the  falvation  of  thy  people,  I  fhould  be  glad 
tp  escape  them  ;  Neverthelefs,  I  freely  bow,  and  Cub* 
irrit  to  thy  difpofal*  renouncing  alt  the  will  of  the  flefh, 
and  de firing  that  not  this  will  of  mine,  but  that  thy 
tnoft  holy  will  may  be  done,  what  foe  ver  it  coll  me, 

43  And  immediately  thereupon,  an  angel  was  dif* 
patched  from  heaven,  to  encourage  him  in  his  work, 
by  intimations  that  the  iflue  of  bis  fufFerings  fliould  be 
to  his  own  and  his  Father’s  glory,  and  that  they  fhould 
be  crowned  with  a  full  reward, 

44  How* 


NOTE. 


*  It  is  too  curious  to  inquire  how  theft 
tlifejpltt  cine  to  have  two  fwords  among 
them  :  Bat  it  may  be  fuflieiem  tty  Uy+  that 
it  wit  providentially  ordered,  to  give  our 
X«ord^n  opportunity  of  ufing  this  emblem, 
vihJ  of  Leading  hh  difciplfs  to  underfbnd 
bis  m«ui:*g  tu  it*  And  tell  that  it 


waft  cuftnm ary  among  the  Gihfcans  to  wear 
fwurdt  when  they  travelled,  that  they  might 
defend  ihcmlcjrcs  againft  rhe  rohber*  and  ak 
iaJltuft  which  infddcJ  (heir  toads;  aad.Bj 
tbb  was  (awful,  C  hi  tit  i&fght  very  wdl  *\r 
low  of  it  in  his  difeipEcs,  though  he  weu 


Cb.  xx\u 
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44 r  And  befog 
in  in  agony  he 
puycJ  taon  cir- 
nefUf:  and  his 
JWcjt  31  it 
were  great  drops 
«f  blood  falling 
(lo.vn  to  l be 
ground* 


45  And  when 
he  foie  op  from 
prayer,  and  was 
come  to  hi*  dif- 
ciplcs,  he  found 
itieni  fleeping  for 
forrow. 


4 6  An^faid  un¬ 
to  than,  Why 
flrepye'  rife  and 
pray,  left  ye  en¬ 
ter  folp  tcinptfc- 
ifont 


47  And,  while 
he  yet  Ipakc,  be* 
hoU,  ^multitude, 
and  he  that  uFu 
called  JudiSt  one 
of  the  twelve, 
went  beforetbem, 
and  drew  near 
umojttui^to  ki£* 
him. 


44  However,  as  bis  lively  apprehenfions  of  what  be 
was  to  endure  were  enlarged  5  and  as  his  foul  then  be* 
gan  to  feel  the  terrors  of  the  Almighty,  that  were  due 
to  the  iniquities  of  his  people  *,  bis  confternation  and 
horror  iocreafed ;  upon,  which,  proftrating  bimfclf  on 
the  ground,  he  prayed  with  ftill  more  vehement  ferven¬ 
cy,  to  the  like  purpofc  as  he  had  before :  And  the  ago¬ 
nizing  confli&s  and  terrors  of  his  mind  were  fo  ama¬ 
zingly  diftiefliog,  that,  though  it  was  a  cold  night, 
and  he  was  lying  on  the  ground,  his  blood  and  animal 
ipirits  were  thrown  into  fuch  a  violent  fermentation, 
as  opened  the  pores  or  his  body  in  an  extraordinary 
manner,  and  forced  their  way  through  them  in  a  bloo¬ 
dy  fweat,  which,  being  thickened  by  the  cold,  fell 
down  in  clods  to  the  ground. 

45  And  after  he  had  fpent  forae  time  in  thefe  great 
confli£U,  and  in  eameft  fuppltcations  and  prayers,  he 
got  up  from  his  pro  ft  rati  on,  and  returned  to  his  difci- 
ples,  who,  he  found,  were  all  aileep,  it  not  only  being 
very  late,  but  their  fpirits  being  alfo  exhaufted  by  grief, 
at  what  he  had  told  them.  {yer.  36.  37,  40.  and  Mattb. 
xxvi.  38.) 

46  Then,  reproving  them  in  a  gentle  manner  for 
their  own  caution,  he  faid.  Why  do  ye  fuffer  yourfelvcs 
to  fltrep  at  fuch  a  time  as  this,  wherein  1  am  fo  full  of 
forrow,  and  ye  yourfelves  are  fo  near  to  danger  ?  is  this 
your  love  to  me,  and  your  care  for  yourfelves  ?  Get 
up,  and  pray  for  help  againft  this  unrcafonable  drowfi- 
nefs,  and  againft  the  evils,  that  are  juft  at  hand}  left  ye 
be  furprized  unawares,  and  be  overcome  by  the  approach¬ 
ing  trials. 

47  And  whilft  oar  Lord  was  thus  talking  to  them, 
behold,  the  very  thing  he  was  hinting  came  upon  them: 
There  immediately  appeared  a  large  party  of  foldlers, 
and  of  fervants  and  officers,  and  others  (wr.  52.)  from 
the  fanbedrim,  all  armed  with  fwords  and  (laves,  {flfattb. 
xxvi.  47.  and  John  xviii.  3.)*,  at  the  head  of  which, 
that  perfidious  wretch  Judas^  one  of  his  twelve  apoftles, 
appeared  as  their  leader  ;  and,  according  to  the  fignal 
he  had  before'  agreed  to  give  them,  [Matth,  xxvi.  48.) 
he  marched  direftly  up  to  Jefus,  and  fainted  him  with 
a  kifs.  (See  the  note  on  Matth .  xxvi.  49.) 

48  Bur, 


NOTE. 

*  A.  their  iukjiiitics  wct*  IjU  Mpofi  Chrift,  diilrcls  before  his  external  fufftringt  came 
,nd  it  pt-frd  the  Lord  bimfeif  to  hruift  upon  Mm ;  efpeeiiily  oonfidaring,  due,  at 
him,  and  to  awaken  the  fword  of  jultvc  a-  this  very  time,  an  angel  was  lent  from  liea- 
gjirift  him,  !fa.  lift,  j,— is.  and  Zreh.  xiii.  ven  u>  ftrengthen  him,  and  that  io  many 
T,  So  anlk?  our  great  Lord  had  a  p refer t  martyrs  hare  (bought  of,  and  gone  ihrough, 
view  and  icufetion  of  this  ’tis  t*  me  unao.  as  great  corporal  lirrfi.r.iig'.  with  "ndrunled 
countable,  that  he  (houhl  |je  in  foch  terrible  hi.iv:iyn:tU  tiSitinnh. 
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49  Hot  Tcflis 
{aid  lioto  nnn, 
Judas,  betrayert 
tfoe  the  Son  of 
nan  with  a  kift? 


49  'When  they 

which  were  afoot 
him  ikw  what 
would  follow , 
they  faid  unto 
him,  Lord,  Qiali 
we  finite  with  the 
fword  ? 

50  And  one  of 
them  fmote  the 
fomat  of  the 
high  pried,  and 
ctit  off  his  right 
or. 

jr  And  Trib* 
onfWmd  aedi aid, 
Suder  ye  thus  f«\ 
And  he  touched 
his  ear,  end  heal¬ 
ed  him. 


%x  Then  Jcfbs 
laid  Onto  the  chief 
pritfta  and  cap- 
afas  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  and  the  el- 
den  which  were 
come 


48  But,  though  Chrift  did  not  go  about  to  avoid  his 
fufferings,  as  knowing  that  the  time  appointed  for  them 
was  then  come,  he  reprimanded  the  traitor  in  fueh  a 
meek  and  melting,  and  yet  dole  and  cutting  manner, 
as  one  would  think  muft  have  affefted  the  hardeft  heart, 
faying,  What,  Judas !  one  of  my  old  and  intimate 
friends  and  acquaintance,  who  halt  bad  fo  many  proofs 
of  my  divine  authority,  goodnefs,  care,  and  kmdnefe, 
and  never  found  any  evil  in  me,  Doll  thou  come  hither 
to  betray  me  into  the  hands  of  my  implacable  enemies, 
that  they  may  cruelly  detlroy  mer  And  what,  art  tbou 
capable  of  doing  this  under  the  form  of  friendfhip,  and 
by  the  tendered  fymbol  of  love  and  peace  ?  What  canft 
thou  think,  Judas-,  of  fuch  aggravated  bypocrify,  in¬ 
gratitude,  and  treachery  as  this  r  or  how  couldft  thou 
find  in  thine  heart  to  be  guilty  of  it  ? 

49  Now  when  the  dtfciples  faw  the  defigD'  upon 
which  this  multitude  came,  with  Judas  at  their  head, 
and  that  they  were  about  to  feize  their  Lord  $  fume  of 
them  a  Iked  him,  whether  they  fliould  draw  upon  the 
enemy,  and  ufe  their  {words  in  his  defence  ?  (wr.  38.) 

50  And  one  of  them,  Peter  by  name,  being  in  too 
much  heat  and  hafte  to  wait  for  an  anfwer,  immediate¬ 
ly  drew,  and  aimed  at  the  bead  of  Malthas,  one  of  the 
high-prieft’s  fervants  $  but,  miffing  his  ftrokc,  cut  off 
only  his  right  ear.  {John  xviii.  10.) ' 

51  But  T^)  Jefus,  observing  this,  rebuked  Peter  for 
being  lb  rafh,  (Mattb,  irri.  52.) j .  and  then  to  appeafe 
bis  enemies,  he  faid  to  them.  Do  not  refent,  but  pafs 
by  this  injury  and  affront,  wbicb  one  of  my  difciples 
hath  offered  without  my  order,  and  which  1  will  im- 
mediately  repair*  ;  And  thereupon,  to  (hew  his  divine 
power  and  goodnefs,  he  touched  the  wounded  man's 
car,  and  inftantly  healed  it. 

52  After  jefus  had  fhewn  all  this  meeknda,  mercy, 
and  power,  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  chief  priefts  and 
captains  *  of  the  temple,  and  to  the  elders  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  who  came  along  with  them  to  apprehend  him  ; 

and, 


h  o  t  e  s. 


*  Softie  think  that  oor  Lord  fpokt  to  his 
difciple*  to  be  quiet,  and  make  do  farther 

oppofiEJOT,  whtu  fo  faid  rvftfl  per¬ 

mit,  or  fitftr  ft  thui  far:  Put  his  healing 
the  wounded  car  immediately  upon  his  Ay- 
fag  theft  words,  makes  it  probable  that  (as 
Dr  Whitby  obfarves)  he  (poke  to  his  enemies 
to  pacify  them,  thit  they  might  not  revenge 
the  affront  which  they  bad  fa  far  fufleied 
from  Peter* s  band ;  and  he  hereby  Chewed 
the  excellence  of  bis  Spirit,  who  would  for¬ 


give  and  heal  his  enemies,  above  that  of  Pc* 
ttr'tj  who  wanted  tn  deftroy  them* 

*  Some  fappofe  that  thefe  captains  of  the 
temple  were  captains  of  the  fcvcral  watches 
which  the  pcielH  and  feribes  kept  there ;  and 
others,  that  they  were  taplatnsof  the  JUman 
faldlers,  whkh  ufbally  kept  garrifon  in  the 
tower  of  Anemia,  bat  ar  ihe  three  great  fo* 
ftivili  were  placed  at  the  potthtt  of  the 
temple  to  keep  the  ^eace» 
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com*  10  hkn,  Be  and,  export  ulating  with  them,  {aid,  What  means  your 
y<  com  *•  m  coming  atmed  with  fwords  and  dubs,  in  this  manner 
2Clf  fWQRb'aad  to  fcizc  me»  *»  1  were  kroe  defperate  rogue,  who 

muffc  be  taken  hy  main  force  ?  Have  I  ever  behaved  like 
inch  a  per  {bn,  or  appeared  with  any  guard  about  me  ? 
j}  When  I  to  S3  When  I  was  £0  often,  day  after  day,  pahlicly 
ibiiy  with  pm  la  .  teaching  in  the  temple,  ye  had  all  definable  opportune* 
**  *1**  10  fe'*e  me»  ye  knew  any  evil  by  me  j  and  yet 
none  of  you,  ever  offered,  in  fuch  an  hoftile  manner,  to 
but  this  U  jour  make  me  your  prifoner  then :  But  I  know  that  the  time 
hour,  appojntcd  of  .the  Father,  and  foretold  in  prophecy, 

4  [Mari  xiv.  49.)  for  my  fufferings  is  now  come  j  and 

therefore  his  overruling  providence  has  taken  off  the  rc- 
ftraints,  by  which  he  hitherto  with-held  you :  This  b 
the  feafon  in  which  he  has  determined  to  let  you  have 
your  will  againft  me,  and  to  fuffer  the  infernal  powers 
of  darknefs  to  ftir  you  up,  as  their  inftruments,  to  cut 
me  off:  1  therefore  readily  acquiefce,  fubmit,  and  yield 
myfelf  up  into  your  hands,  and  am  prepared  for  the 
word. 

(4  Then  took  £4  Then  the  foldiers,  taking  Jefus  into  cuftody,  led 
aUdbroo^  ^wvf  Ww  8  criminal ;  and,  according  to  their  or- 
hiniDU  the  high  den,  carried  him  away  to  the  palace  of  Caiaphat ,  the 
^a\^U  kigh- pried,  where,  though  it  was  fo  late  at  night,  the 
towed  afenifT,0  ferihts  and  elders  of  the  people  were  gathered  together, 
ready  to  fit  in  judgment  upon  him.  (Alattb.  xxvi.  57.  j 
And,  the  reft  of  the  difciples  flying,  Peter  followed 
hia  at  a  coufideiable  diftance,  to  foe  what  would  be¬ 
come  of  him. 

55  Andwhen  55  And  fome  time  after  the  company  entered  into 
■  fiKtotiMmUft  *kc  houfc,  he  got  admiflion  too,  where  be  found  the 
w'  the  haH,:  and  Tenants  fitting  round  a  fire,  which,  the  night  being  cold, 
were  &t  dove  to-  they  had  kindled  at  one  end  of  the  hall  to  warm  them- 
IwT’  ^wtong  fclves  while  the  council  were  examining  Jefus  at  the  o- 
therj  and  Peter  fat  down  with  them  *,  hoping  by  that 
means  to  conceal  himfelf,  and  to  hear  how  things  went 
with  his  Lord, 

sc  But  a  eer-  36  But  there  was  a  maid-fervant  of  the  higb-prieft's 
pin  maid  beheld  wj,o  obferved  him,  as  he  fat  in  company  with  the  reft 
the  fire,  indtM-  round  about  the  fire  ;  and,  looking  wiftly  at  him,  laid, 
Dtitly  looked  up-  I  am  ftrongly  perfuaded  that  this  man  was  one  of  the 
on  him,  *<«•  &id,  friends  and  followers  of  Jefus  of  Galilee. 
alfiT with  hintT"*  S7  At  this,  Peter’s  courage  failed  him  }  and  being 

si  And.  h«  de-  foil  of  fear  and  furprize,  be  in  all  hurry  and  confufion 
nied  denied 


N  .0 

*  Thcmngclift  Jtbn  (chap.  x»iH# 
i3,)  the  Servants  food  ihm,  and  Peter 
flood  with  them.  Some  of  them  h  ten 
«fc  {landing*  and  others  foring  ;  aud 


T  E. 

Ptiert  being  in  his  own  mind,  v« 

like  wife  reft  Left  in  his  pofhut,  foroctimet 
fitting*  and  -vt  oihcrt  fowling  among  than. 
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itrtdhinj,  fiiyiog,  denied  the  charge*  faying  with  an  air  of  confidence 
Woman,  I  know  ao(j  fefcrttnient,  Woman,'  you  do  me  a  great  deal  of 
m  not.  wrong,  I  am  a  ftranger  to  him. 

( ss  And  after  a  eg  Soon  after  this,  a  man*  lathe  company  looked 
tbff  fiw*  •*  Peter,  and  taxed  him  home  laying,  Whatfocver  yon 
and  &id ,  Thoo  pretend,  you  certainly  are  one  of  the  followers  of  Je- 
•ft  aUb  o(  them.  fus .  But  (#*)  Peter,  ftill  fall  of  furprife  and  fear,  and 
Tam  nwu  “der  thc  power  of  temptation,  denied  it  again,  lay- 
‘  "•  ing,  Man,  I  tell  you  it  is  ho  fitch  thing,  I  do  not  be¬ 

long  to  him,  nor  do  I  know  any  thing  of  him. 

»  dad,  about  59  And,  within  the  compaft  of  about  an  hour  after 
the  fpatfl  of  one  this,  another  of  the  Handers- by  was  eery  peremptory 
thw  »°  *®rBlinSi  that  Peter  via  one  of  the  followers  of 

affirmed,  frying  Jefus  of  Galilee'.  For,  (aid  he,  I  know  by  bis  brogue 
*  “’fJ1  that  he  is  a  Galilean  and  befides  thiB,  he  faid  he  had 
withhini i forbe  fcen  him  with  Jefus  in  the  garden,  when  he  cut  off 
baGiHlon.  the  ear  of  one  of  the  high  prjeft’s  fcrvants  to  whom  this 
perfon  was  related,  {John  xriii.  26.)  ' 
co  had  Peter  60  Then  Peter,  in  the  midft  of  the  utmoft  terror 
faid.Mm,!  and  confteroarion,  relolving  ftill  to  brave  it  out,  (as 
H»«aT  Andim-'  perfons  are  too  prone  to  do,  when  once  they  haveih- 
mediaielr,  while  fnared  themfelves  with  a  lie)  laid,  with  .ftill  gteatcr  ve- 
■**7“  Spake,  the  hemence,  and  with  fhocking  imprecations  and  oaths t, 
*****  {Mark  xiv.  71.)  I  tell  you  man,  I  know  nothing  of  the 
matter.  And  00  fooner  had  he  this  third  time  denied 
that  be  knew  Chrift*  but  be  heard  a  coek  crow  \  it  be¬ 
ing  early  in  the  morning,  which,  by  way  of  eminence, 
was  called  the  time  of  the  code-crowing.  (See  the  note 
on  Mattb.  xxvi.  34.) 

«x  And  the  61  Immediately  upon  this,  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  was 
(landing  before  the  high -pried,,  with  his  back 'toward 
ter ;  »nd°* Pcicr  Peter,  and  by  bis  divine  omnifcience  knew  all  that  had 
rerneenhnod  die  paffed,  turned- hi  mfeif  about,  and  in  much  mercy  look- 
word  of  tbcLonl,  ^  upon  him,  to  reprove,  flume,  and  humble  himj 
uoto  him,  Etfolt  an<^  was  with  fucb  power,  that  it  melted  him  in- 
tbc  cod!  om  to  repentance:  Then  Peter  inftantly  called  to  mind 
tbou.  *“7  the  warning  which  bis  Lord  had  given  him,  when  he 

***  faid,  Before  the  rime  of  cock- crowing  U'paft,  thou  wilt 

three  times  over  peremptorily  deny  me.  (t ter*  34.) 
it  And  Peter  62  And  Peter,  finding  how  (adly  this  was  verified, 
wear  got 

NOTES. 

*  We  flW  told  {Mattb.  grrit  yi-  and  Mirk  Pttcr  himfi&f,  aod^tHtl  probably  upon  vlut 
Efv.  69.  n  to  toother  m*i4  that  charged  he  bad.  heard  IMS  troman  lay  auucrnuig 
Pttrr*  when  be  the  ictood  time  denied  him  ;  which  takes  off  the  feeding  contn- 
Chrilt ; ,  whereas  L*h  here  fpeaks  of  this  diAioa  in  thefe  eceoonti, 
period  as  toother  me :  Bqt  it  u  to  be  oh*  +  He  probably  heard  volBes  of  otxhl  in 
fernd,  that  both  MaH&rw  and  Mart  fey  the  the  gompiDY  he  tbca  ItVpt ;  and  to  render 
maid  fpotc  ooncmEog  Pct<r  to  thm  that .  hhnftlf  the  ufe  iofpe&ed,  thought  of  cow* 
vtrt  £fccn r,  or  lorfrw  that  fioci  by  ;  wbrrcar  fzncbg  hli  denial  in  their  own  way* 

L&ke  mattiom  tfecoiuTs  /pedtiog  directly  to 
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went  out,  aiul  got  out  of  the  high-pried^  hall  as  fad  as  he  could,  t 
wcjift  bitterly.  that  he  might  give  free  vent  to  the  grief  and  anguifli 
of  his  fpirit,  in  fome  private  place  by  himfelf;  and 
there  he  poured  out  floods  of  penitential  tears,  with 
bitter  lamentations  and  hewailings  of  his  felf-confi- 
dence,  weaknefs,  aod  wickednefs,  and  of  bis  ihameful 
Ingratitude  to  his  dear  Lord. 

63  Jeius,  in  the  mean-while,  being  under  arraign¬ 
ment,  in  the  high-prieft’s  hall,  the  4 bjeQs  gathered 
themfelva  together  agaiafi  him,  (Pfal.  xxxr.  >5.)  j  the 
high-pried's  femurs,  who  had  him  in  cuftody,  infult- 
ed  and  derided,  boxed  and  buffetted  hi m  *. 

64  And,  among  other  indignities,  they  hood-wink¬ 
ed  him,  and  then,  like  children  at  play,  fportfolly 
fmote  him  on  the  face,  and,  jeering  his  prophetic  of¬ 
fice,  (aid.  Come,  you  who  pretend  to  know  all  things, 
tell  who  it  is  among  os  that  llrikes  you.' 

65  And  to  them  they  added  abundance  of  other 
blafpbemous  affronts,  to  ridicule  and  revile  him,  a9  if 
he  were  the  fool  of  a  play,  and  to  abufe  him  with  fptt— 
tings  and  buffet  tings,:  and  other  rude  and  fcornful  bar¬ 
barities,  as  if  be  were  the  molt  odious  and  contempti¬ 
ble  wretch  upon  earth. 

66  And  a  great  part  of  the  night  having  been  fpenc 
in  examinations,  and  in  ludicrous  and  cruel  treatment 
of  our  Lord,  the  JwiJb  elders,  chief  priefts  and  in¬ 
terpreters  of  the  law  aflembled  together  in  full  council, 
after  a  (hort  recefs.  Very  early  in  the  morning,  and 
had  him  brought  before  them  for  further  examination, 
(fee  the  note  oh  Mattb .  xxvii.  1.) 

67,  68  Saying,  Do  you  indeed  profefs  to  be  the 
true  Mcfliab,  wbd  is  the  Son  of  God  ?  {Matth*  xxvi. 
63.)  Tell  us  plainly  whether  you  do  avow  and  ftand  to 
this  or  not.  But  (*)  he  replied,  If  1  Ihould  affirm  and 
demon  ft  rate  it  ever  fo  plainly,  fuch  is  the  obftinacy  and 
malice  of  yoor  prejudifed  hearts,  that  ye  would  not 
believe  me:  And  if  I  (hould  afle  you,  what  ye  can  ob- 
jett  again  ft  the  proofs  that  I  have  already  given  of  it, 
ye  would  neither  give  me  a  fair  anfwer,  nor  agree  to 
my  being  difeharged ;  it  is  therefore  to  little  putpofe 
to  fay  any  thing  to  you  about  it. 

69  However,  this  I  will  tell  you,  7,  who  am  truly 
man,  (ball  ere  long  be  enthroned  in  majefty  and  glory 
at  my  Father’s  right  hand,  and  tny  great  power  and  au¬ 
thority 

NOTE. 

*  This  fort  of  ill  ufage  i*  placed  after  the  vt  nit;  lice  in  fupjv'fin#  that  hr  abuJci  irt 
rounciPs  condemning  him  in  Mtmb.  xxvi-  this  manner,  U»ih  before  ini  after  his  cun* 
d;,  a^d  AZW  my*  €$+  But  1  ftc  no  irevn*  demotion. 


flj  And  the  men 
that  hdd  jefus 
mocked  him,  and 
lmotc  him* 


<U  And,  when 
they  had  blind¬ 
folded  him,  they 

ft  met  him  00  die 

face,  and  alkcd 
h;ui,  faying,  Pro- 
phejy,  who  ti  k 
that  fmote  thee  ? 

tfj  Aod  many 
other  things  bla£ 
phemnufly  ipakc 
Uicy  again  ft  him* 


66  Afld,al&mi 
as  it  wn  day,  the 
cUcrii  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  chief 
priefts  and  the 
feribet  came  io- 
jLerhcr,  and  led 
him  into  ,tbcir 
council, 

6 7  Saying,  Art 
then  the  ChriA? 
TfU  ns.  And  he 
frkl  unu>  tbtffi, 
li  I  left  you,  you 
will  not  believe, 

tift  And  if  1 
alfn  aft  joq 
w*U  not  anfwer 
me,  nor  tee  me 
8* 


6  9  Herciftcr 
(haft  the  Son  of 
man  tit  00  the 
right  hand  of  the 
power  of  God, 


*3* 


70  Then  /aid 
they  all.  Art  thou 
then  the  Son  of 
God?  And  he 
/aid  mio  then. 
Ye  fty  that  I  am. 


ft  And  they 
Aid,  Whit  need 
we  any  further 
witnd*  ?  fvr  we 
cartel  ves  bare 
heard  of  hit  own 
mouth* 


The  Evangttfft  L tfSB  parAptrafeTL  Ch.  xxtu 

thority  will  appear  afterwards  with  undeniable  evidence, 
in  the  deftraftion  of  your  city,  temple,  and  cation,  and 
in  the  amazing  progrefs  of  my  gofpcl  j  and  at  lift  in 
arraigning  you  and  the  whole  world  at  my  awful  bar ; 
Then  all  your  procefs  againft  me  now  {hall  be  tried  over 
again  ;  and  ye  ftial]  be  convinced,  to  your  coft,that  I  am 
the  Chrift  of  God* 

70  Hereupon  they  all  cried  out  with  tumultuous  rage. 
What  then,  do  you  indeed  fet  up  for  tbat  Meffiah  and 
king  of  Ifracly  who  is  the  Son  of  God  *  ?  And  he  abiding 
by  his  confeffion,  though  he  knew  he  fliould  die  for  it, 
replied,  I  do  own  that  I  am  he,  according  to  the  juft  con* 
ftruffcion,  which  ye  make  of  my  words  f. 

7 1  And  as  foon  as  they  heard  this,  they,  tike  a  council 
that  pretends  to  infallibility,  cried  out  with  infolence, 
and  without  alking  how  he  could  make  his  aflertion  good, 
or  (hewing  the  leaft  remorfe  or  dread  of  his  great  power, 
(fee  the  note  on  MattL  ktL  66 .}  Here  is  evidence  e- 
nough  for  us, «  an  ecclefiaftical court,  to  condemn  him 
upon ;  why  fliould  wc  inquire  after,  or  Hand  to  hear  any 
other  w(tnedes  ?  He  has  by  his  own  confeffion  thorough¬ 
ly  proved  enough  againft  nimfelf ;  for  we  all  have  heard 
direfl:  blafphcmy  from  his  own  mouth* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


It  15  hard  to  fay  which  is  moft  to  be  wondered  at,  the  lengths  of  wickedneft, 
that  the  corruption  of  mankind,  under  the  initiation  of  the  devil,  wilt  carry 
them  to,  or  thediftrefs  and  igaommy,  that  Chrift  fnffered  for  fin*  Covetoufncfi 
and  treachery,  infidelity  and  hardtreu  of  heart,  malice  and  rage  know  no  bounds, 
uniris  God  reftrains  them ;  witnefs  the  defperate  malignity,  with  which  they 
vented  themfclves  in  betraying  and  confpiring  againft,  apprehending-aiid  con¬ 
demning,  reviling  and  abufrog  the  Sou  of  God*  And  O  what  terrible  agonies 
did  he  undergo  ia  bis  foul,  what  fatigues  in  his  body,  what  rude  tnfiifb  and  ri¬ 
dicule  in  his  name  and  character  1  But  with  what  matchleft  patience  and  resigna¬ 
tion  to  hfe.Father’s  will,  and  meeknefs  and  companion  to  his  enemies,  did  be  be¬ 
have  under  them  !  and  how  amazingly  did  Infinite  Wifdom  over-rule  the  hour 
and  power  of  darkneft,  for  the  accornplifhment  of  antient  prophecies,  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  Salvation  of  the  church  1— Chrift  our  pailbver  was  facrifi- 
ced  for  us ;  and  under  the  golpcl-ftate  wc  have  a  better  deliverance  to  comme- 
tnorate,  than  that  of  ifracl  out  of  Egypt  O  with  what  thankfulnefSt  folemnity, 
and  joy,  fliould  all  his  diiciptes  pro&fs  their  faith  In  a  redeeming  Saviour,  and  re¬ 
member  his  dying  love,  in  afFe&i on  to  his  perftm,  in  obedience  to  his  authority, 
and  for  the  honour  of  his  name !  He  will  commune  with  them  in  ordtnancees  01 
his  own  inJUtutiott  here,  till  he  receives  them  to  nearer  intimacies  and  dcKghta 

in 


*  The  couftciTs  quefHon  whether  he  were 
the  5n  of  Godt  ocdlmied  by  hii  having 
/poke  of  binjfdf  as  ibr  So*  of m&tt  who  fbonld 
fit  m  the  right  hand  of  the  power  of  C«f,  fhew* 
that  both  theft  were  known  characters  of  the 
Mtfliib ;  one  taken  from  bU  human,  and 
the  other  from  hit  divine  nature;  aod  that  to 
own  him,  other  k  the  Stm  of  God*  or  the 


NOTES* 


fiaht  isho  «as  both  God  and  man. 

f  If  We  compare  this  palb^e  with  Matth* 
xjnh  tf4-  and  Mark  ilv.  6tr  it  appear*  that 
yt  fay  that  l art,  and  ye  havt /*rfr  are  terms  of 
the  fame  import  in  rhe  Jewijb  phraleology, 
with  faymr,  l  am:  So  that  Chrift  hereby 
plainly  derated  bhnftlf  to  he  is  trtth  tee 
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3n  Jus  heaven If  kingdom;  and  they  who  faithfully  abide  with  him*  in  dayi  of  the 
greateft  trial!  Hhatl  lack  nothing  that  is  needful  for  them  in  this  world!  and  fhaft 
fit  on  thrones  of  glory  with  him  in  that  which  is  to  come ;  :Bot  as  all  that  make 
a  profdEon  of  Chiitare  not  his  true  diiciples,  what  a  godly  jcaloufy  ihould  we 
have  over  ourfelves,  left  we  prove  treacherous  to  him*  or  have  ambitious 
or  temporal  views,  imfuiUble  to  the  humility  and  fpirituaiity!  that  .belong 
unto  his  children  !  O  the  danger  of  frltconfidence,  and  of  entering  into  temp¬ 
tation;  and  the  need  of  watchfulnefs  and  eamcft  prayer  for  help  againft  them  1 
But,  after  all,  the  fecurity  of  true  believers  lyes  in  Cbrift%  uiterceffkui  for  them  * 
that*  how  much  foever  their  faith  maybe  thakeii,  h  may  not  attcriy  fail ;  And 
when  any  of  us  have  found  its  powerful  influence  for  our  recovery,  how  Ciould 
we  improve  our  own  experience  for  the  cautioning  and  lengthening  of  our  bre* 
them  i— -How  great  is  the  difference  between  the  fins  of  believer^  and  others ! 
They,  like  Peter,  fall  into  fin  by  fiirprize,  and  under  the  hurry  of  temptation, 
contrary  to  their  habitual  diipofitions  and  defrgns ;  and  a  remembrance  of  it  cuts 
them  to  the  heart,  and  makes  fotne  of  them  weep  bitterly:  Hut  others,  like  Ju¬ 
das,  and  the  high-prieft  and  council,  commit  iniquity  with  deliberation  and 
choice,  and  perfift  in  it  with  bbftinacy  and  hardnefs  of  heart.  And  how  far  are 
they  from  all  hope  of  recovery,  and  from  tincere  inquiries,  who  alt  after  Jefos, 
and  his  doftrinc,  only  that  they  may  ftrengthen  their  ovm  and  others  prejudices 
againft  him  !  But  he  will  hereafter  appear,  in  all  his  majrity  and  glory,  to  the 
confufion  of  thofe  that  defpife  and  reject  him,  as  well  as  to  the  unJ'peakable  joy 
of  thole  that  believe  in  him. 


CHAP.  XXIII* 


Chrijl's  trial  before  Pilot*,  1,-5.  Hit  examination  before  Herod,  6> — > 
13.  His  further  trial  before  Pilate,  12 , — 25*  Hit  crucifixion,  26* 
—38*  The  different  behaviour  of  the  malefactors  toward  him,  39, 
— 43*  His  death,  and  the  miracles  that  attended  it,  44*— 49*  And 
bis  burial , 


Tear 

AND  the  whole 
n  multitude  of 
them  trofe,  and 
led  him  no  to  Pi- 
hue. 


%  And  they 

to  accute 
him,  frying.  We 
found  this  fiffeiD 
l*r  verting  tlie 
;ution,  and  for- 
bidding  to  give 
tribute  10  Gefrr> 
frying,  that  he 
him  (elf  \t  Cbrift 
•king. 


PARAPHRASE, 

nr  HE  council  having  condemned  our  blefled  Lord  in 
1  their ecdefisfttcaJ  court,  as  ablafphemcr,  and  finding 
therofclves  under  a  difficult?  a  boot  their  own  power  of 
potting  him  to  death,  (fee  toe  note  on  John  xviii.  31.); 
they  proceeded  to  hind  him,  as  a  mafefa&or,  {Mattb. 
Xxvii.  2.)j  and  the  whole  multitude  attending  them,  went 
with  him  diredlly  to  the  judgment-hill,  to  impeach  him 
of  high  crimes  and  mifileracanors  before  Pcntiui  Pilatef 
who,  under  the  Aomen  emperor,  was  then  governor  of 
Judea, 

2  And,  that  they  might  render  him  obnoxious  to  the 
Hate,  they  entered  a  charge  againft  him  as  an  importer, 
pretending  that  they  could  prove  him  to  be,  not  only  a 
notorious  deceiver,  who  milled  the  people  into  pernici¬ 
ous  notions  of  religion,  but  Jikewife  a  feditious  fellow, 
who  endeavoured  to  raife  itifurreclion^  againft  the  go¬ 
vernment,  by  diffiiading  the  people  from  paying  any  taxes 
to  the  emperor,  and  fcttinghimfdf  up  ae  King  of  Ifrae!% 

ia 
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j  And  Pilate 
ifad  hin>,  iky¬ 
ing,  Art  thou  t be 
king  of  the  Jew*? 
Am  he  anfwered 
him,  and  faid, 
Thun  fiyeft 


4  Then  faid 
Pilate  to  the  ehacf 
priefts,  and  to 
the  people,  1  find 
Jto  fault  in  this 


J  And  they 
wen  the  more 
fitift,  faying.  He 
flimth  up  the 
people*  leaching 
throughout  aU 
Jewry,  Winning 
from  Galilee  to 
tbit  place. 


6  When  Pilate 
heard  of  Galilee, 
he  miked  whether 
the  nun  were  a 
Galilean. 

y  And*  afloon 
if  he  knew  that 
he  belonged  unto 
Herod's  jurifdie- 
tion. 


in  oppoCtion  to  Tiberius  Cafar,  whom  they*  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  profefTed  to  acknowledge  as  their  lawful  and  only 
fovereign.  {John  xix.  1 5.) 

3  Upon  their  urging  this*  PUate  thought  bimfelf  0- 
bliged,  as  the  Roman  governor*  to  take  fotne  notice  of 
the  matter;  and  therefore  he  put  our  Lord  to  the  quef- 
tion,  faying*  Do  you  indeed*  as  they  alledge*  profefs  to 
be  the  King  of  Ifrael  ?  To  which  he  replied*  What  you 
fay  is  in  a  certain  fenlctrue.  I  do  indeed  own  myfelf  to 
be  the  Meffiah,  and  lb  JJraets  King  j  but  not  fuch  a 
king  as  to  intcrefere  with  Cafar's  civil  authority*  or  to 
invade  his  rights*  and  difturb  his  government  in  a  fe- 
ditious  manner*  as  they  maticiouliy  and  falfely  accufe 
me  ;  for  my  kingdom  is  not  of  fits  world,  (John  xviii.  36.) 
but  relates  only  to  fpiritual  and  religious  concerns. 

4  When  PUate  had  heard  Ohrid's  defence*  he  went 
out  of  the  judgment-hall  to  thechief  priefte,  ferihes*  ei¬ 
ders,  and  all  the  people,  who  would  not  venture  in,  left 
they  Ihould  be  defiled*  {John  xviii.  28.}  and  faid*  What- 
foerer  ye  may  have  to  charge  him  with,  relating  to  the 
religious  do&rines  hepreaches  up  among  you*  which  do 
not  fall  under  my  cognifance  as  a  civil  magi  (Irate*  1 
cannot'fee*  upon  examination*  that  he  afleits  or  attempts 
any  thing  feditious,  or  injurious  to  the  government ;  and 
therefore  it  does  not  belong  to  me  to  troublejnyfelf  any 
further  about  him. 

5  And  when  the  Jews  perceived  that  Pilate  was  de- 
firous  to  difmifs  him,  they  cried  out  with  the  more 
vehemence  and  furious  outrage,  faying*  What,  fee  no 
fault  in  him  !  We  infill  upon  it,  aod  can  prove  It,  that 
he  has  taken  abundance  of  pains  to  raife  indirections 
among  the  people*  by  his  rebellious  principles,  through 
all  parts  of  our  land  ;  and  has  fpread  his  dangerous  no¬ 
tions  wherever  he  has  gone*  even  from  bis  head-quarters 
in  Galilee  to  JeruJalem  itfelf  *. 

6  When  Pilate  heard  them  mention  Galilee.,  he  ho¬ 
ped  he  bad  a  fair  opportunity  to  get  rid  of  Jefus  ;  and 
therefore  inquired  whether  it  were  true  that  be  was  a 
Galilean  ? 

7  And  finding  that  his  moll  ufual  refidcnce  was  in 
that  country,  and  that  he  lately  came  from  thence,  Pilate 
thought  that  the  coguifance  of  this  cafe  might  properly 
belong  to  Herod,  who  was  then  governor  of  Galilee,  ard 

at 


NOTE 

m  They  fern  to  h*Yt  mentioned  his  bqpn*  that  cutiotry,  and  itched  the  people  to  throw 
ring  from  Gsrhtfty  to  IHrup  Pihte  ro  much  ofTlhe  Jk/uriji  yoke*  tffine  themihil  payW. 
the  more  him,  bcoulc  the  Ga&fre&t  tribute  to  Ct/br  *  ts  a  fign  of  finery; 

wre  notorious  for  their  inch  nation*  to  rebelt  account  4f  whom  we  b&ve  In  AQl  T,  j?- 
Jnd  Juda t  of  G&RUc  bad  before  appeared  in 
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tion*  he  feat  him 
to  Herod,  who 
iiimftlr  wu  atjo 
ut  Jeralalt-A  at 
lia:  time* 


fl  And,  wlicn 
Herod  law  Jcfus, 
he  *a$  exceeding 
glad :  for  he  was 
ilcliraas  to  fee 
him  of  a  long 
t^ian,  tmulc  he 
lud  heard  many 
tilings  n£  him  * 
:i^d  nt  hoped  to 
hive  fecit  foiue 
r.iinctc  done  by 
him. 

9  Then  he 
queftionod  with 
him  tn  m-jiiy 
v-ords ;  hot  he 
a  .\f\wud  him  no¬ 
thing. 


to  Anil  the 
chief  pr tells  ami 
Itribtf*  Jfcood,  and 
vthemeatly  sc- 

i'uftJ  hiiTt* 


at  this  very  time  was  come  up  to  the  feaft  at  J ernfalem  y 
and  therefore  Pilate  immediately  ordered  jelus  to  be 
carried  before  hint,  that  he  might  eafe  himft-lf  of  this 
troublefome  affair  ;  God  over-ruling  this  circumftance* 
by  his  provide'rtee,  to  accompli  lb  a  remarkable  prophecy. 
{P/al.  ii.  a.  *) 

8  And  Hmd  was  mightily  pleafed  at  the  fight  of 
Jefus:  For  he  bad  long  wiflted  that  it  might  come  in 
his  way  to  fee  him,  beeaufe  he  had  heard  much  of  his 
fame  in  his  own  country,  (Mattb,  xiv.  i.) ;  and  now  he 
hoped  that  bis  curiofity  would  be  gratified,  by  being  an 
eye-witoefs  of  Ohrid’s  performing  fome  wonderful  work 
in  bis  prefence. 

9  Accordingly  be  put  feverfl  queftions  to  our  Lord* 
relating  to  the  miracles  that  were  reported  to  have  been 
wrought  by  him,  with  intimations  how  defirous  he  was* 
that,  if  he  could  do  any  Orange  thing,  he  would  oblige 
him  Jo  far  as  to  let  him  fee  it :  But  as  Jefus  knew  thas 
Herod’s  defire  was  not  from  any  good  inclination  or  de- 
fign,  but  merely  to  give  bimfdf  and  hi3  courtiers  a  little 
diverfion,  that  they  might  have  fomething  to  talk  of, 
be  would  neither  proftitutc  his  divine  power  to  fitch  a 
vain  and  ludicrous  humour  ;  nor  reply  to  any^queftions 
that  were  put  to  him  about  it. 

to  And  as  the  chief  priefts  and  Je-wifb  dnftors  had 
exhibited  clamorous  aecufations  againft  him  to  Pilate  * 
fo  they  followed  him  to  Herod,  and  were  as  noify,  bold* 
and  urgent  in’  the  fame  charges  there,  fiercely  and  fe- 
verely  uccufing  him  of  publilhing  infectious  and  trea- 
fonable  principles,  that  they  might  awaken  Herod’s  fears* 
left  the  people  of  C alilee ,  as  well  as  of  Judea,  fiiould  be 
thereby  influenced  to  make  infurrc&ions,  and  dHturlrtba 


civil  government. 

xi  And  Hmd  i  {  Then  Herod  finding  that  Jefus  would  neither  Hi-* 
with  hi*  mm  of  tjsfy  |,£a  euriofity,  nor  anfwer  for  hitnfelf,  he,  and  his 
nought  ,  idJ  Jbldiers  by  bis  encouragement,  treated  the  Lord  of  glory 
mocked  him,  and  with  difdain  ;  (*J*t**w*f)  they  making-  nothing  of  him,  fee 
him  afide  as  a  weak  and  filly  wretch,  who  could  neither 
**  s  and  do  nor  fay  any  thing  worth  minding,  and  was  rather  to 
be  defptfed  than  feared  :  And  therefore,  in  (lead  of  in- 
Dieting  any  capital  punilbment  upon  him,  he  and  his 
guard  made  their  game  of  him,  derided  and  mfulted  him, 
and,  by  way  offcora  and  mockery,  put  him  into  a  gaudy 
drefs,  which  refcmbled  the  purple  robes  of  princes,  to 

ridicule 


ft  O  T  £- 

*  Tliis  1*  expcefely  taken  notice  ©f  a*  fnU  therrd  timber  ngtaa f?  Chnfi,  to  &  whx-fiever 
fiiied,  when  Her* d  and  Poutm  Pilau,  With  God's  head  and  c6stnf<t  determined  heftn  it  he 
the  Gentiles  add  the  pci?!-  ef  tfretl,  were  ga-  dene.  Acts  iv.  *d,  »7>  »8. 

VvL.  Hi  t  0- 
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and  fcn(  hlai  1- 
giiin  to 


ri  And  the 
iliine  day  Pilate 
and  Howl  were 
made  friends  to¬ 
gether:  foe  be¬ 
fore  they  were  at 
enmity  between 
thcinielvcs. 

13  And  P:.Ute, 
when  he  had  tail¬ 
ed  together  the 
chief  priefh,  wxl 
the  ruler*,  and 
the  people, 

1 4  Said  tm  1  a 
them.  Ye  have 
brought  this  man 
unto  me  a$  one 
that  pervoritih 
the  people:  and 
behold,  1,  hav¬ 
ing  aamiird 
him  before  you, 
have  found  no 
fault  En  this  man 
touching  ihofc 
tilings  whereof 
ye  accurfc  him ; 

if  No,  noryet 
Herod  :  for  I  Cent 
vou  to  him;  and, 
to,  nothing  wor¬ 
thy  of  de^rh  is 
done  unto  him. 


ridicule  his  kingly  office,  as  if  all  his  claims  of  that  na~ 
cure  were  a  fham  pretence ;  and,  after  all  thdeviJe  a* 
bufes,  Herod {ent  him  backagain  to  PilaU  to  do  what 
he  would  with  him. 

17  And  the  mutual  metfages  and  civilities,  that  paf* 
fed  on  this  occtfion  between  Pilaff  and  Herodf  were 
the  means  of  reconciling  tbemr  one  to  the  other,  who  * 
for  feme  time  before  had  been  at  variance. 

13,  14  Now  Jfefus  being  brought  back  from  Htrod9 
who  had  flighted  the  informations  laid  againft  him, 
and  pafled  no  fentence  upon  him,  Pilate  fommoned  to* 
gether  the  chief  priefls  and  elders,  with  the  reft  of  the 
council,  and  the  principal  perfons  among  the  Jt wsy 
that  had  appeared  to  accufe  him,  and  faid  unto  them. 
Ye  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  bringing  this  man  to 
his  trial ;  he  has  been  already  before  me  under  the 
charge  of  being  a  pretender  to  the  JtwiJh  crown,  and 
a  fomenter  of  tumults  and  infucreftions  among  the 
people  ;  and  ye  fee  that  I  have  given  you  fair  play,  I 
have  openly  examined  him,  and  heard  all  that  ye  have 
to  fay ;  hut*  upon  the  whole,  f  cannot  And  that  ye 
have  made  good  your  allegations  againft  him* 

15  No,  nor  has  any  thing  of  this  nature  been  found 
upon  him  even  by  Hired  himfclf,  who,  being  one  of 
your  own  nation,  is  better  acquainted  with  your  prin¬ 
ciples,  laws,  and  cuftoms,  than  I  am:  for,  to  oblige 
you,  I  fent  you  to  have  the  caufe  tried  before  him;  and 
yet,  fee  how  this  man's  innocence  appears!  he  has 
ordered  nothing  to  be  done  to  him,  that  carries  the 
leaf!  intimation,  as  if  bethought  bhn  to  hare  deferred 
death. 


16  I  wilt  r  bar- 
fa  rc  chart  tic  hirn, 
wd  releoft  bimr 


if  For  cf  ne¬ 
ed  Hiy  he  mull 
rd&iic 


16  Therefore*  for  year  fatisfirdlion,  and  to  avoid  the 
ftedding  of  innocent  blood,  I  will  order  him  to  be 
fcoarged  as  if  he  were  a  criminal,  though  not  guilty 
of  a  enpiraf  offence;  and  then  I  will  difeharge  him,  at 
your  requeft,  in  honooT  of  the  foleron  feftival,  which 
is  now  returned.  This  he  faid  to  appeafe  (he  clamour 
of  the  people,  and  to  fpare  Ch  riff’s  life  in  a  way  of  as 
ranch  complaifance  to  them  as  poflible, 

tj  for  the  cuffom-of  thofe  times  made  tt  neceffary, 
that,  at  every  return  of  the  paffover,  the  governor  of 

Judea 


N  O 

*  Their  form  trfjuarreTs  had  probably  Keen, 
cither  about  the  extent  uf  their  jtirifihAbn 
and  amlkDrily,  or  on  account  of  emulations 
that  weir  between  them,  or  of  fame  encroach¬ 
ment  which  one  had  made  upon  the  cxlicr* 
Ami  porbapd  Htr#i  thought  Piiatt  had  inva- 
dxl  iu$  rights  tiy  piutin^to  death  tho  Gziik* 


T  E, 

aast  who  were  his  fobjefti,  when  they  due 
up  to  yerajk/tm  looflcr  facdlictt  which  icons 
to  be  referred  to  in  Luke  xlii,  r*  Hut  now 
they  forgot  their  former  grad get,  and  were 
reconciled  into  the  frkiullhip  of  this  world, 
which  wu  comiiy  with  Go<k  (Jia. 


CL  nul 

ittafe  oae  m *to 
them  attbsfeift- 

it  Am!  they 
Cried  oat  nil  at 
once,  raying,  A- 
wuy  with  thU 
ifliia,  and  rcUafe 
unto  us  Hirpb- 
tas : 


(Who  for  3 
certain  £dkfan 
made  in  the  citjfr 
ini  for  Punier, 
aft  iiuu 
prifon.) 

ao  Fiitttcihcre* 
fore,  wilting  to 
Jefus  , 
jguti  to 


Ttktfx 

f^akt 

iUcm, 


Bat  they 
fcyiofc. 

Crucify  latMf  tfru- 
eify  him* 


11 

cried 


31  And  hetirid 
into  tb&u  the' 
third  lime,  Why; 
vrhat  evil  Inth  he 
do**  ?  1  hatie 

found  no  oufc  of 
doth  in  him :  I 
nil  l  therefore 
rhatftfc  Star,  and 
let  him  go. 


*t&e  Ebdtigelifl  LtJKE  pafap&rafe<&  £4 j 

Judea  ftiould  gratify  the  Jfiu;  with  tie  rcleafe  of  a 
prifoner,  whom  they  fhould  ddife  to  be  fet  free* 

18  But,  inftead  of  being  pacified  with  this  propofitl* 
the  chief  priefU  and  elders  perluaded  rhe  people  by  ntf 
means  to  hearken  to  it ;  and  thereupon  they  all  cried 
ODt*  as  with  one  voice,  Let  this  man  be' hanged  ;  away 
with  him  from  the  earth,  as  one  not  fit  to  live  ;  we  in-* 
fift  upon.it,  that,  in  (lead  of  him,  you  would  favour  us 
with  the  releafe  of  Bdrabbas* 

19  Now  this  Baratbaji  whom  they  preferred  to  thd 
holy  Jefus,  was  a  notorious  malefactor,  and  was  then 
in  prifon  for  a  dreadful  riot  at  Jerufalemy  in  which  hd 
was  one  of  the  chiefs,  and  had  been  guilty  of  murder* 
as  well  as  of  robbery  and  plunder*  (John  xviii.  40*) 

to  Pilate  therefore  finding,  by  this  monitroufly  bafd 
and  unworthy  demand,  that  their  furious  outcries  a* 
gainft  Jefus  proceeded  from  bitter  malice  ami  envy* 
was  the  more  dcGroos,  if  polfible,  to  fet  him  at  liberty  4 
and  ex  populated  with  them  again,  pcrfuadlng  them  to 
cldift  from  cbeir  impetuous  ct  amours,  and  to  be  fat  it* 
fied  with  bis  being  fmanly  correfted  by  fcourging* 
which  was  a  proper  pamfbment  for  fucli  us  crnpoictl 
their  laws. 

it  But  they  cried  our  with  flill  more  noife  and  fury* 
Crucify  him,  crucify  him  ;  let  nothing  fhort  of  that 
wctiI  of  deaths,  which  belongs  to  the  rileft  flave?>  bO 
inhi£ted  upon  him,  who  pretends  to  be  our  king* 

22  And  Pilate  feeing  flill  more  thoroughly  into  theif 
wickedirefe,  and  being  loth  to  comply  with  it,  argued 
with  them  again  a  third  time,  faying,  Why  do  ye  fo 
tartulriroufly  call  upon  me  to  order  an  innocent 
man  to  be  crucified  ?  What  capital  crime  have  jc  been 
able  to  prove  upon  him  ?  for  my  part,  upon  tin:  ftii£t> 
eft  examination,  I  cannot  fee  that,  according  to  out' 
law,  he  has  done  any  thing  for  which  he  dclerves  ta 
die,  much  lets  to  be  put  to  the  infamous  death  of  the 
crofs;  And  therefore,  if  ye  wili  he  fatisfied  with  it* 
I  will  (as  1  fatd  before)  order  him  to  be  fcourged,  2nd 
then  difeharge  him** 

23  But,  {^)  jnftead  of  yielding  to  his  arguments 
and  mtreaties,  they  grew  more  furious  ftill*  and,  ur^ 

S'u£ 

T  E. 

fore  fcnicncc  was  psfteil  hlmr  that  PS- 
fate  ordtrtd  him  to  lie  ictuir^rd  driigmrsg 
thereby  to  n»nvc  the  pity  of  the 
him,  and  io  to  prevent  thetr  funliri 
0*1  his  being  crucifctX  See  iIk  iw*<  on  * V 
xxrii. 


3  3  And  the? 

Tterc  ioftaat  with 
loud 

N  O 

*  As  3  tfi fciple  oT  Chfrift,  dilho- 
jioureJ  him  hy  denying  him  thrice,  though 
Sif  believed  him  to  be  tne  Son  of  God ;  fi  fi- 
/ve,  a  heathen,  honoured  Chrift  by  owning 
him  thrice  to  be  innocent,  lining h  fie  did  110c 
believe  in  him:  And  it  Teems  to  me  that  it 
after  this  third  plea  for  Chrifti  tad  be- 
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Imirt  ralccc,  re¬ 
quiring  that  he 
mi^ht  he  cruci¬ 
fied  :  And  the 
voices  of  them 
and  of  the  chief 
juiefU  prevailed. 


34.  And  Pibtc 
^ve  Sentence  that 
it  AiimiM  be  as 
they  required. 

t$  And  here* 
leafed  unco  them 
him  that  fur  (t> 
dituin  and  mur¬ 
der  curt  ia- 
to  priibn,  whom 
they  had  deli  red; 
hut  he  delivered 
kitts  to  their 
«ilL 

id  Ar^d,  as 
they  led  him  a- 
way,  they  1-id 
hold  upon  ons 
Kimoii  a  Cyre- 
man  ,  coming 
out  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  ami  on  him 
thry  laid  the 
crois ,  that  he 
might  bear  It  af¬ 
ter  Jcfiu, 


17  And  there 
followed  him  a 
great  company  of 
people,  and  of 
women  ,  which 
alio  bewailed  and 
htticutcd  hirp. 


10  But  Jefus 

turning  linto 
them  j  faid  , 
Daugh* 


ging  him  with  repeated,  loud,  and  tumultuous  cla¬ 
mours,  they  proceeded  to  fuch  iofolence  at  length,  as 
even  to  demand  tbai  he  Ihould  condemn  him  to  cruci¬ 
fixion  ;  And  the  people,  together  with  the  chief  priefis 
and  rulers,  prefled  him  with  fuch  vehemence  and  high 
threats,  [John  xix.  12.)  that,  though  he  believed  Je- 
fus  to  be  innocent,  he  had  not  virtue  enough  to  refill 
their  unrighteous  importunity',  and  to  overcome  his 
own  fears  of  a  further  mutiny,  and  of  being  expofed 
to  Ca/ar* s  refentmenr. 

24  And  fo  Pilate  yielding  to  what  he  took  to  be  the 
neccQuy,  as  well  as  the  iniquity  of  the  times,  paffed 
fentence  upon  Chrift,  according  to  their  requeft,  tho’ 
direfUy  contrary  to  his  own  reafon  and  cotifcieuce. 

And  to  curry  favour  with  the  Jevrst  and  go 
thorough  fHtch  with  tbeir  dirty  work,  he,- in  violation 
of  all  right  and  juftice,  complied  with  their  demands, 
both  in  difeharging  that  notorious  villain,  Barabbaj9 
who  was  then  iu  prifon  for  a  real  and  known  riot  and 
murder,  and  in  condemning  the  ftnlefc  Jefus,  and  put¬ 
ting  him  into  their  power  to  fee  the  fentence  executed 
upon  him*  {Matth*  xxviu  26*  See  the  notes  there*) 

26  Hereupon  they,  together  with  the  Roman  fiddl¬ 
ers,  led  him  as  a  criminal  to  be  crucified  ;  And  though 
at  Grft  they  obliged  him  to  carry  his  own  crofs,  {John 
xix.  17-})  yet  finding  that,  through  the  fatigues  he  had 
lately  undergone,  bis  natural  fpirits  and  ftreugth  began 
to  fail,  they  were  afraid  of  lufing  the  cruel  pleafuie  of 
feeing  him  publicly  and  fhamefuHy  executed  ;  and 
therefore,  meeting  with' one  Sbnon9  a  Cyrenian ,  -who 
was  coming  out  of  the  country  into  the  city,  they  fer* 
zed  upon  him,  and  forced  him  to  undergo  the  irkfomc 
drudgery  of  carrying  Chrift’s  crofs  after  Mm  to  the 
place  of  execution,  (Sec  the  note  on  Matik*  xxvii*  32.) 

27  And,  as  they  were  going  thither,  vail  multitudes 
of  people  crouded  after  him  to  be  fpedarors  of  his  cru¬ 
cifixion  ;  and  among  others  there  were  many  women, 
who  wept  heartily,  as  they  went,  to  fee  a  perfon  of  bis 
innocence,  worth,  and  ufefulnefs  going  to  be  put  to  fo 
miferable  and  ignominious  a  death:  Some  of  them  being 
moved  thereto  by  the  common  principles  of  humanity 
and  companion,  others  by  the  refpeft  which  his  fame, 
or  their  own  knowledge  of  him  had  raifed  in  their 
minds  toward  him,  and  others  by  a  peculiar  affeftiou 
to  him. 

28  But  Jefus  turning  his  head,  and  feeing  the  bitter 
lamentation  of  fome  that  were  near  him,  was  moved 
with  pity  toward  them,  though  he  himfelf  was  in  fuch 

diftreffing 


CKxxiu. 

Dmgiiten  Jc- 

rafikm  t  weep 
Dot  lor  oic,  but 
weep  for  yror-p 
itlvct,  tad  for 
jw  cbiUrcn. 


ip  For,  heboid, 
the  (tap  are  com* 
ingi  jo  the  which 
tl>ef  (halt  £tf, 
Jticflol  m  the 
barren,  sad  the 
wtunbithat  never 
hare, tod  the  papi 
which  never  gave 
feck. 


30  Then  iholl 
they'  begin  to  fay 
to  the  moon  - 
taini.  Fill  tmm; 
and  to  the  hiUs, 

Covti  U£. 


3t  For  if  they 
do  ihefe  things  in 
i  green  tree,  what 
fiill  be  done  in 
the  dry  ? 


31  And  there 
were 


The  Svangellfi  Luke  par&phrafed*  44^ 

diftr  effing  circumftances,  and  faid,  Yc  daughters  of 
JerufaUmy  my  friends,  do  not  wee p  and  take  on  fo 
much  for  me,  who  am  entirely  resigned  to  my  Father’s 
will  in  all  tbefe  fufferings,  and  freely  undergo  them 
for  his  glory  and  the  falvation  of  my  people  \  but  turn 
off  the  tide  of  your  forrow  into  tears  of  lamentation 
for  yourfelves  and  your  dear  offspring,  on  account  of 
the  fins  which  in  a  little  time  will  bring  the  heaviest 
judgments  upon  the  inhabitants  of  your  city,  whether 
they  be  young  or  old* 

49  For,  obferve  what  1  fay,  the  days  of  Cod’s  yen* 
geance  haften  apace,  in  which  he  will  execute  fuch 
ten i hie  wrath  on  this  city  and  nation,  for  thefe  and  alt 
their  other  crying  abominations,  that,  inftcad  of  rec¬ 
koning  children  a  blefiing,  it  will  then  be  a  fort  of  com¬ 
mon  proverb,  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  us  never 
to  have  been  born,  and  happy  are  thofe  women  that 
never  bore  and  nounlhed  any  children  to  be  involved 
in  the  dreadful  calamines  which  it  would  pierce  their 
beans  to  behold* 

30  Yea,  thiti  wicked  people,  in  their  anguifli  andde- 

fpair,  will  then-,  with  to  be  fpeedily  cutoff,  and  even 
buried  alive  under  the  ruins  of  their  mountains,  rather 
than  be  expofed  to  the  further  extreme  miferUs,  which 
they  will  find  to  be  unavoidable :  And  fuch  as  refufe 
to  take  refuge  in  tbe'Mcfliah,  (hail,  like  thofe  trem- 
bUngand  amazed  Gnners  of  old,  x*  8*)  call  in 

vain  to  the  hills  and  mountains  to  fkreen  and  flicker 
them  from  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord* 

31  For  as  dry  wood  is  fitter  for  the  flames  than 
that  which  is  greeny  fo  if  thefe  JcrufaUm  firmers  bring 
fuch  diftrefs  upon  me,  who  am  innocent,  and  have  de¬ 
ferred  no  evil  at  their  hands  %  how  dreadfully  wilt  it  be 
repaid  upon  themfelves,  who  are  loaden  with  iniquity, 
as  fuel  fully  prepared  for  wrath  ?  If  the  Romans  are 
fuffered,  by  the  mitigation  of  thefe  Jews^  thus  to  a- 
bufe  and  put  me  to  death,  who  have  never  done  any 
thing  to  offend  them  j  what  fury  will  nor  God  fuffVr, 
and  even  ftirthem  up  to  fhew,  in  the  juft  punifhrvient 
of  this  people,  who  will  provoke  both  nim  and  them  ? 
And  if  Divine  juftice  proceeds  with  fuch  fe  verity  a  gai  nit 
me,  who  have  no  guilt  of  my  own,  hut  am  only  come 
to  be  a  facrifice  for  the  fins  of  others^  what  will  be¬ 
come  of  thofe  heinous  tranfgreflors  themfelvA,  whole 
iniquities  will  be  upon  their  own  heads,  through  their 
rejecting  me? 

32  Now  to  put  the  greater  indignity  upon  Chrift, 
which  God  over-ruled  for  the  literal  fulfilment  of  that 

ancient 
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wercalfb  twn  o- 
(hrr  m  lie  M  ort 
k\i  «  th  him  tv 
be  t<i  dcjtih. 


jj  AoJ1Krht!t 
ilicy  ur\rc  cjmc 

Jo  tlic  jfl.iOki 
which  is  ejlkd 
C.Uvary  ^  (he  '& 
lhcy  crucified 
him  4  and  the  m  i 
1  f-itl  >rs ;  nne  oil 

the  rgflt  bind, 
pn.[  the  oher  on 
ti;r  letr* 

34  Then  feut 

jrtin  4  ivirher  , 
frivjve  th/tni 
iUy  know  roc 

jj-*  "  hry  i]:>. 

Avid  mey  jiarted 
his  mimetic,  and 
tk;-  L>is- 
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anrienr  piophccy,  J¥>  iwij  jrinj»Ai?/W  u*ifA  friuj^jrf^&rr, 
{Ifa*  iiii-  iz*)  his  enemies  Jed  him  in  company  with 
two  infamous  malefactors,  who  lay  under  fentence  of 
death  for  robbery,  that  he  might  be  crucified  together 
with  them,  and  the  people  might  be  induced  to  think 
that  his  crimes  were  as  great  and  injurious  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  a*  thdrs. 

33  And  when  they  arrived  at  mount  Cafvaryy  which 
fignifics  the  place  of  a  fltull,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat *  xxvii* 
3  V)  there  they  nailed  him  through  his  bands  and  feet 
to  the  croft  ;  and  then  fet  it  up,  between  the  two  noto¬ 
rious  thieves,  they  hanging  one  on  each  Gde  of  him* 
as  if  he  were  the  word  criminal  of  the  three*  (See  the 
fecond  note  on  fflatfb*  xxvii,  a6.} 

34  Then  he  difcovered  a  molt  eipcmplary*  companion¬ 
ate,  and  gracious  temper,  even  to. his  barbarous  crucit 
fieri,  faying.  Father,  lay  not  this  iniquity  to  their  charge; 
and  inflrad  of  revenging  mv  blood  upon  them,  which 
they  ate  (bedding,  let  it  plead  for  their  obtaining  re* 
pcmancc  and  rrmiflion  of  fin  :  For  though  their  guilt 
be  exceeding  great  and  aggravated,  there  is  room  for  a 
pardon,  fincc  they  do  not  know  that  they  are  crucify* 
ing  the  Lord  of  glory*  And  whilfi  be  was  thus  pity# 
jug  and  praying  for  them,  the  four  foldiers,  who  were 
Iris  mod  immediate  executioners,  werehufy  in  dividing 
his  clothes,  which  were  their  perquifite  :  Bur,  as  his 
upper  garment  was  all  of  one  piece,  they  caft  lots  who 
fhould  have  it,  and  fo  pun&ually,  though  not  defign- 
edly,  fulfilled  the  prophecy,  ( P/ai  xxii*  iS.)  where  it 
is  faid,  They  parted  my  garments  among  them*  and  cajt 
lets  upon  my  vejhirt. 

35  At  the  fame  time  the  common  people  Handing  by, 
looked  at  him,  and  fpoke  of  him,  with  fcorn  and  deri- 
(ion;  and  the  chief  priefts  and  elders,  notwitbftanding 
the  gravity  of  their  chara&ers,  joined  with  the  moh  in 
infulting  and  ridiculing  him,  faying,  He  pretended  to 
heal  difeafesi  caft  out  devils,  raife  the  dead,  and  bring 
fa|vation  to  Ifraehy  Jet  him  now  {hew  his  miraculous 
power  in  delivering  himfelf  from  the  crofs  *  ;  if  he  be 
indeed  the  Meffiah,  as  be  vainly  beads,  now  is  his  time 
to  give  proof  of  it,  by  Caving  bimfelf  from  death* 

.  3<S»  37  The 

T  Z, 

to  confirm  bk  doArine+  ami  not  to  make  an 
atonement  for  fin,  hi*  delivering  himfelf  from 
the  crofs,  after  he  vu  oaikd  to  it,  would 
buve  undoubtedly  anfwoti]  that  end,  much 
fuels  wre  the  nbfiinate  prejudices  of  their  ‘  more  tUn  his  undergoing  doth  hftlf  could 
thiit  thev  would  not  hire  believed  in  be  fuppoJcd  to  doit*  Sec  the  apteou  Mtffjy 
fclm  :  A  u 'I  yet  if  Chrili  deilg^eJ  only  jjxviL  4a* 


And  the 

ffciplc  flood  hf' 
oldhsg:  and  the 
ruler*  alfb  with 
them  derided  h\tn% 

JUvcd 

other*  ;  let  him 
five  himfelf,  If 
he  be  Clvrift  the 
phoJen  of  God* 


. NO 

*  They  faid  this  to  infuk  him,  tq  iqctnic 
the  pi'iptc  ag.dnft  him  *  and  to  jnftify  them’ 
in  brin^in^  him  to  this  (ham  eful  death, 
Put  hod  bedded  this  mirydr  mail  hisothen, 


Ch.  xxlil. 

36  And  tte  ibl- 
dicn  ?Uq  mocked 
him,  coming  to 
him,  and  offering 
him  vinegar,  ( 

3T  And  frying. 
If  thou  bo  the 
king  of  the  Jew*, 
lave  dtyfelf. 

3 9  And  a  fu- 
pcrfcriptfon  alfb 
was  wiuten  over 
him,  to  letters  of 
Greek*  and  U* 

Ijd,  and  Hebrew, 

THIS  IS  THE 
KtMG  OF  THE 
JEWS, 


IP  And  one  of 
the  male  fetter*, 
which  were  hang* 
ed,  railed  on  him, 
laying*  If  thon 
be  Chrift*  liivc 
diyfelf  and  us. 


40  But  the  <>■ 
ther  anfwtrmg 
tc  btiked  him  pay¬ 
ing,  Doft  not 
them  fear  God, 
feeing  thou  art  in 
the  feme  con* 
duonatioaf 


4t  And  we 
indeed juftly;  for 
we  receive  the 
due  reward  of 
our  deeds:  but 
this  man  hath 
done  nothing  a- 
jnifs. 
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36*  37  The  foldiers  tbat  attended  his  crucifixion 
Jikewife  abufed  and  vilified  him  ;  and,  in  (lead  of  com- 
paffioitately  giving  him  fome  cooling  or  intoxicating 
cordial  to  earn  his  pains,  they  came  and  offered  him  vi¬ 
negar  to  drink,  (fee  the  note  on  John  xix.  28,  29.) ; 
and,  in  a  way  of  icornful  infult,  they  challenged  hi  no 
to  free  himftlf  from  the  tortures  and  the  death  of  the 
crofs,  and  thereby  prove  him  (elf  to  be  IfraeFi  Mefliah. 

38  And,  further  to  expofe  him  to  the, ridicule  and  re- 
fentment  of  the  people,  Pilate,  according  to  the  Roman 
cuftom  of  Ipeafying  the  crimes  of  malefaftors  at  their 
execution,  wrote  a  title  of  this  import,  Jefus  the  King 
of  the  Jews  ;  and  this  was  placed  over  his  head  in 
GrcehtLatin#aA  //rirra>,the  three  chief  living  languages 
of  the  day,  that  grangers  as  well  as  Jems  might  be 
able  to  read  it  :.But  God  over-ruled  the  inscription  to 
the  honour  of  his  Son,  it  being  in  fact  a  declaration  of 
the  real  truth  of  his  chara&er,  and  an  intimation  of 
the  near  ccnccm,  which  Jems  and  Gentiles ,  perfons  of 
all  languages  and  nations  had  in  it. 

39  Qne  of  the  thieves  alfo,  that  were  crucified  with 
him,  being  infenfiblc  of  his  own  fin,  and  of  the  inno¬ 
cence,  worth,  and  dignity  of  Chrift,  reproached  him 
as  if  he  were  an  impoftor,  crying  out,  with  daring  in- 
folence  and  mockery.  If  you  be  the  Meffiah,  as  you 
pretend,  come,  let  us  fee  what  you  can  do  to  deliver 
yoorfelf  and  us  from  our  mtferable  and  dying  circum¬ 
stances.  (See  the  note  on  Matth.  xxvii.  44. ) 

40  But  the  other  thief’s  heart  being  touched,  and 
melted  by  diftinguifhing  grace,  was  made  deeply  fen- 
fible  of  the  enormity  of  his  own  guilr,  and  bi  ought  to 
believe  in  Jefus  as  the  trueMefli-th;  and ’therefore,  call¬ 
ing  to  his  fellow-criminal  and  fufferer,  he  feverely  re¬ 
proved  him,  faying,  What  defperate  and  infolem  lan¬ 
guage  is  this?  How  dare, you  be  fo  horribly  wicked, 
and  cad  off  all  fear  of  God,  and  of  further  provoking 
him,  juft  as  you  are  going  to  appear  at  his  awful  bar  ; 
fince  yon  are  differing  under  a  femence  of  death,  as 
well  as  Jefus  and  1? 

41  And  as  for  you  and  me,  it  is  highly  juft  in  God, 
and  in  the  government  too,  that  wc  iliould  undergo  all 
the  punifhment  infli&ed  upon  us  j  for  the  notorious 
crimes  we  have  been  guilty  of  deferve  it :  But  as  for 
this  righteous  and  holy  perfon,  he  differs  wrongfully, 
having  committed  no  fault  at  all,  nor  done  any  thing 
unworthy  of  his  great  and  glorious  character:  See  with 
what  meeknefs,  patience,  and  mercy  toward  his  very 
enemies  he  behaves  under  all  tbeir  injuries  and  affronts! 

4i  And 


943 

41  And  he  flid 
unto  jefils,  Lord, 
rvmcsnhrr  me 
■when  thou  mm- 
ril  Koto  thy  king¬ 
dom. 
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43  And  having  thus,  by  eonfcflir.g  his  own  crime, 
given  glory  ro  God,  and  rebaked  his  companion  in  fin, 
he  then)  directing  his  fpeech  to  Jefus,  confirmed  his  faith 
in  him,  and  implored  his  grace,  faying,  Lord,  1  believe 
that  thou  art  indeed  the  JVleffiah,  and  Saviour  of  all 
who  truft  in  thee,  and  that  thy  fufferings  will  ifliie  in 
an  advancement  to  thy  heavenly  kingdom.  O,  when 
thou  art  exalted  upon  thy  throne  of  glory  there,  re-; 
member  me  in  the  greatnds  of  thy  mercy,  and  grant 
that  1  may  dwell  with  thee  for  ever  *  ! 

43  Jefus,  in  the  riches  of  his  condefcenfioo  and 
grace,  replied.  Thy  petition  is  granted  ;  1  aflive  thee, 
that  this  very  day,  as  foon  as  ever  you  breathe  your 
lad,  your  foul  (hall  be  with  me  in  that  date  of  blefled- 
nefs,  which  the  feparate  fpirits  of  the  righteous  enjoy 
in  the  heavenly  man  Rons,  and  which  is  a  paradife  of 
divine  delights,  much  better  than  the  earthly  paradife, 
which  man  was  expelled  for  his  apoftacy  from  God. 

44  By  this  time  it  was  full  noon,  which,  according 
to  the  jasifb  way  of  computation,  was  the  fixth  hour 

dlrkncA  ‘ky i  an(*  there  was  a  thick  darknefs  over 

ail  the  land  of  Judeat  and  other  countries,  which  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  ninth  hour,  or,  according  to  the  Roman. 
way  of  reckoning,  three  o’clock  in  the- afternoon,  (See 
the  note  on  Mark  xv.  35*) 

45  And  this  darknefs  was  occasioned  by  a  miracu¬ 
lous  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  as  if  that  great  luminary  blulh- 
ed  to  behold  the  wickednefs  of  Chrift’s  cruciCers,  and 
the  extremity  of  his  fufferings.  (See  the  note  on  Mattb . 
xxvii.  45.)  And  another  prodigy  attending  his  death 
was,  that  the  hanging  between  the  fanttjjary  and  the 
holy  of  holies  was  torn  afundcr  from  top  to  bottom,  as 
an  intimation,  that  the  holinefs  of  the  temple  was  abo- 
lilhed,  that  the  formerly  vailed  ray  ft  erics  were  explain¬ 
ed,  that  the  partition-wall  between  Jems  and  Gentiles 
was  broken  down,  ( Eph .  ii.  14.)  and  that  a  way  was 
Opened  by  the  blood  of  Jefus  for  all  true  believers,  of 
what  nation  foever,  to  have  free  accefs  into  the  bulled 
of  aJI,  even  heaven  ifl’ejf.  [Heb.  x,  19,  30.) 

46  And 

T  B. 

is  2  good  atgqroe^t  again  A  defpair;  !iut  is 
no  cncouiagcefimt  to  any  in  defer  thnr  feidt 
and  repemancc  10  the  bA  hour,  fince,  as 
far  as  appears,  this  was  the  firft  time  that 
ibid  criminal  bad  at)  opportunity  of  knowing 
any  thing  about  Chrift ;  and  his  conycrftob 
was  deljgned  to  put  a  peculiar  jjiory  upon  the 
tui  and  fuflViugcIrcn  in  fiances,  as  wtr/ftum-  Sat  four  at  his  death,  whilft  his  enemies  dci 
hliJi^cvcn  to  lus  difriplc?.  This  thews  the  rUrtlhim,  and  h:s  otfq  difeipk*  dlbcy  jlo? 
power  and  q!  dfricc  jracc,  ajjd  filed  or  frffoe}  hiiQi  + 


4}  And  Jefus 
^iid  unto  him , 
Vtiilv  I  liiy  unto 
yt>B,To-Jay  (halt 

ihtiu  he  with  me 
in  Pa  rad  jit* 


44  And  it  are* 
ahoui  the  fi\ih 
flour,  and  there 
Wi(  a 
over  all  ihe  earth 
pntij  the  ninth 
Lour. 


4S  Andthefuq 
tuas  darkened,  and 
£he  vi\\  of  the 
tenjple  was  rent 


N  0 

t  JI’i~  va*  31  furpriiing  degree  of  know* 
JcJjCh.  rryu-ntancT,  and  other  graces, 

pH  of  work?,  as  their  rmir^ 

in  lUh  tltitfs  public:  {onfcfljpu  of  hit  fin, 
A’^o  d-  >>i'  his  fdli>w*nifl'inal,  and  hootifir* 
u  ftitmjfly  to  Chrtft,  and  profeffion  of 
^iri)  in  him,  whilft  be  wism  fuch  difpmre- 
"  "  "  r  Rum- 
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4 6  And*  wfc*n 

Jcfus  bd  cried 
‘riihab^id  voic^ 
hz  fcid,  FttKer* 
into  thy  hind*  I 
cnmmeodmyfpir 
tit :  and}  hiving 
ftid  [hu»>  he  give 
rbc  ghoft. 


4*  Now,  when 
the  centurion  Aw 
what  vis  done, 
be  glorified  God, 
Jiytng,  Certainly 
i hi*  was  a  ligbte- 
pufi  miQ, 


#9  And  ill  the 

people  that  came 
t«<rcjticr  to  that 
fight*  Wielding 
the  things  which 
were  done,  fmotc 
their  hrrifli  aod 
k  turned. 


49  Anri  ill  hi* 

*  cqi  Uinta  net*  and 
the  women  that 
followed  him 
from  Galilee  * 
flood  afar  off  be¬ 
holding  theft 
things- 

fo  And,  he¬ 
boid,  ffvir  -WAI 
p  itiui  named  Jo* 
feph,  n  cauniel- 
k;  end  be  wit 
a  good  man,  and 

i  juft. 

ci  (The  ft me 
f  M 


'  46  And  abouttbree  o’clock,  to  (hew  how  willing  he 
was  to  yield  himfelfup  to  death,'  (fee  the  note  da 
Matth.  x»ii.  50.)  he  cried  out  with  a  ft  rang  voice, 
in  the  words  of  David,  (PfaL  'xxxi.  5 ,)Fathert  into  thy 
hands  I  commend  my  fpirit.  q.  d.  Father,  the  work  is 
done;  I  now  make  the  offering  of  my  fool  to  thee,  and 
pay  it  down  as  a  price  of  redemption  into  thine  hand,  in 
confidence  that,  according  to  covenant- agreement  be¬ 
tween  us,  I  Hull  receive  a  full  reward  ;  and  I  commit 
my  departing  fpirit  to  thy  faithfulnefs,,  care,  and  love, 
in  full  dependence  that  it  (lia)l  be  received  to  glory,  and 
reunited  with  my  body  to  dwell  with  thee  for  ever- 
And,  as  foon  as  hehad  thus  fpoke,  he  refigned  his  la|k 
breath,  to  teach  and  encourage  his  difciples  to  die  fub- 
mifiively  and  in  faith,  after  his  example,  with  the  word 
of.  God  in  their -mouths. 

.  4 7  Ndw  when  the  Roman  officer  of  the  hand,  that 
had -the  care  of  hia  execution,  faw  the  great  cclipfe, 
and  the  earthquake,  and  obferved  Chriit’s  holy,  meek, 
and  heavenly  behaviour,  during  his  crucifixion,  he,  the 
fbtdiers  therein  joining  with  him,  could  not  help  fay¬ 
ing,  to  the  divine1  glory,  that  he  verily  believed  Jcfus 
to  be  an  extraordinary  holy  man,  and  even  the  Son  of 
God,  [Mattb.  xxvii.  54.)  though  he  had  been  char¬ 
ged  with  hlafphemy,  and  crucified  for  averting  it* 

48  And  the  generality  of  the  multitude  there  pre¬ 
sent,  when  they  faw  all  the  affe&ing things  that  attend¬ 
ed  bis  death,  were  (truck  with  grief  and  remorfe  at  the 
thoughts  of  what  had  been  unrighteonfly  done  to  fuch 
an  innocent  and  excellent  perfbn ;  and  went  away  from 
the  fight  fmiting  their  breads,  tn  token  of  their  bitter 
lamentation  and  trouble  on  that  account,  and  tn  fear 
of  what  might  be  the  dreadful  confcquence  to  thetn- 
ielves  and  others. 

49  There  were  like  wife  a  great  number  of  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  and  difciples j  and  among  them  fever al  wo¬ 
men,  who,  out  of  their  great  afFc&ion,  had  attended 
him  in  his  miniftry  and  labours,  even  as  far  as  from 
Galilee ;  thefe  flood  among  the  fpeftators,  molt  of  them 
at  a  great  diflance  from  the  crofis,  looking  upon  their 
flittering  Lord  with  mournful  hearts  and  weeping  eyes. 

50,  51  And  as  he  was  put  to  death  before  many 
witnefles,  in  circnmftances  which  pun&ually  accoro- 
plilhed  feveral  prophecies  concerning  him;  fo  it  is  ob- 
fervahle,  that  Providence  ordered  his  burial  to  be  made 
with  the  rich  in  bis  death ,  according  to  the  pndiftioo 
in  I/a.  liii.  g.  Thefe  was  a  man  of  difttnffion  and 

character, 


ttjo 
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)nd  not  content¬ 
ed  to  tite  cuuafcl 
and  dcedtf  them: 
bt  wat  of  Aiima- 
thca,  a  ciry  of  \ht 
lews:  (whoalfo 
himfdf  «iitedf«r 
ike  kingdom  of 
dZoch) 


f*  TTiij  man 
went  unto  Pibte, 
*nd  tagged  the 
body  e/jefus. 


character,  Jofeph  of  Arimathea.  *,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  great  council,  and  a  man  of  probity  and  religi¬ 
on,  who  alfo  expe&ed  the  MfCiah’s  appearing  at  this 
time  to  fet  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  and  was  afe- 
cret  difctple  of  Jffus,  though  for  fear  of  the  Jews*  he 
did  not  publicly  own  it,  (John  six.  38.):  This  man, 
when  his  Lord  was  examined,  judged,  and  condemned 
by  jbe  fanbedrim,  would  by  no  means  confent  to  their 
cruel  and  unrighteous  confutations  and  proceedings  2- 
gatnft  him. 

52  And  he  was  fpirited  to  fbew  an  honourable  re- 
fpeft  to  C brill,  even  whillt  he  lay  under  the  weaknefs 
and  difgrace  cf  a  crucifixion  :  For,  as  foon  as  he  was 
certainly  known  to  be  dead,  Joftpb  rook  courage  and 
went  to  Pilate ,  begging  a  grant  of  his  body,  that  be 
might  have  power  to  difpofe  of  it,  and  fo  might  pre¬ 
vent  its  being  ignominioufly  buried  with  the  two  other 
criminals  that  were  executed  with  him. 


S3  AnJ betook 
it  down*  and 
wrapped  U  in  li¬ 
nen*  and  laid  it 
in  *  frpakhre 
that  TV25  hewn  in 
done  *  wherein 
-never  nvm  before 

waaliid* 


53  And  having  obtained  this  requeil,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  went  to  the  crofs  with  the  governor’s  warrant ; 
and,  unnailing  the  body,  took  it  away,  and  wrapped  it 
up  in  a  clean  Ihtet,  and  then  placed  it  in  a  new  tomb, 
which  had  been  cut  in  a  folid  rock,  and  in  which  no 
corpfe  had  ever  been  interred  before ;  fo  that  the  fcpuU 
chre  could  not  ealily  be  broke  into,  nor  could  any  other 
body  be  miftaken  for  that  of  Jifus,  which,  with  other 
ciicumftances  of  laying  a  great  ftoue  to  flop  up  the  door, 
and  fetting  a  Teal  upon  it,  and  a  watch  before  it,  was 
ordered  by  Providence  for  the  more  unexceptionable  e- 
vldence  of  Chrill’s  refurredion,  when  it  Qiould  come 


14-  And  tint 
day  vu  the  pre¬ 
paration*  and  the 
rabbafo  drew  on* 


Sf  And  the 

women  alfi>  > 

which  came  with 
film  from  Galilee* 
followed  after  * 
and  beheld  the 
ftpulchre  t  and 
how 


to  pafs. 

54  Nov  all  this  was  done  on  the  filth  day  of  the 
week,  the  day  before  the  fabbath  *  and  fo  much  expe¬ 
dition  was  ufed  in  it,  that  theft  affairs  might  not  break 
in  upon  the  religious  ferviees  of  that  holy  day*  which, 
it  being  toward  fun*fer,  was  then  coming  on* 

55  And  during  all  tbefe  tranfa&ions  about  the  cru¬ 
cifixion  and  interment  of  our  Lord,  the  good  women, 
who  had  attended  him  from  GaHUdf  followed  him  for- 
rowing,  firft  to  his  crofs,  and  afterwards  to  his  funeral, 
and  particularly  obfcrved  the  fepulcbre,  where  his  ho- 

dy 


NOTE. 

*  jfrmjtbt*  ms  probably  Eemth  in  the  that  were  fit  over  the  affairs  of  a  Jfan**  co- 
tribe  of  ika/mbr,  which  Ufpoktn  of  in  Jajk*  lony,  But  alt  (be  clrcumftanoes  related  cop- 
Xiiii,  15.  It  was  called  Ramafbtnn i,  and  errning  him  feem  rather  to  Ultimate  that  he 
was  (he  place  where  Semtitl  was  born,  (i  vu  a  Jtvt ;  end  its  being  find*  that  be  con* 
i-  1*  10.)  Some  fupjmfc  that  jiftpb  fented  not  to  tht  titunfcl  end  tbt  dttd  of  the 
was  one  of  Pf council,  and  others  that  fcnhedirm,  intimates,  that  he  was  one  of 
jie  was  a  Dftuw,  or  one  of  the  uo  chief  men  them,  or  one  of  foe  Uigh-pricfTs  co&ociL 


Ch.  rx!& 


fie  tvangeUji  Lore  parap&rafed. 


JSjI 


hnw  hisbodyvis 
U:d* 

And  they 
returned  *  ind 
prepared  (pices 
dtd  oantrasoti ; 

r^lal  the 
fibbath-diy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the 
n-mmandment* 


dy  was  hJd*and  in  what  manner  it  wasdepofited  there. 

56  And,  immediately  after  this,  they  went  their 
way  ro  get  and  mi*  collly  fpicea  and  fweet  oils* 

for  an  embalmcnt  of  the  body  of  Jcfus  ;  and  the  next 
day,  being  the1  fabhatb*  they*  in  obedience  to  the  com* 
{Band  of  God  for  refting  from  ferviie  works  thereon, 
deferred  going  to  perform  that  office  of  icfpe£fc  to  him* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


How  worthy  is  ottv  dear  Redeemer  to  be  received  and  owned  u  our  Saviour 
and  our  King !  But  b t\w  great  is  the  power  of  prejudice  agarpft  him !  It  (light* 
and  derides,  him,  bgcanfc  be  does  not  gratify  curiofity,  and  anfwcr  unfrafonaMf 
demands;  it  nufee  evidently  falfe  accufationa  againfthim,  prefers  the  vileft  of 
men,  and  temporal  interefts  to  him*  and  cannot  be  frtisfied  that  he  iboultl 
reign*  or  that  his  name  and  intereft  fhouid  live  in  the  world.  But  how  did  God 
over  rule  alMbe  defigns  and  management  of  his  enemies*  for  fulfilling  the 
fcriptuirs  concerning  him;  and  publicly  own  him  by  the  prodigies  that  attended 
his  death  !  How  did  he  conftrain  the  heathen  judge,'  centurion*  and  foldiers, 
that  were  concerned  in  OhrifFs  crucifixion,  to  bear  an  honourable  teftimony  to 
him  *  and  make  the  multitude  of  fpeftators,  as  well  aa  his  difdplcs  and  friends, 
fmite  their  breads  in  bewailing  him !  And  how  were  the  hearts  of  high  and  low 
inclined  to  fhew  tokens  of  the  greateft  refped  to  him  !  But  O  the  weak  refs  and 
depravl*y  of  human  nature,  even  when  it  appears  to  be  beft  difpofed  1  How  ma¬ 
ny,  like*  Pilate,  fcem  to  be  welt  afieifted  toward  Chrift,  convinced  of  his  worth, 
and  inclined  to  favour  his  righteous  caufc  ;  and  yet  through  importunity  am!  fear, 
and  through  the  temptations  of  this  world*  violate  all  the  facred  bonds  of  right 
and  truth*  coHcience.and  honour,  in  their  behaviour  towards  him !— What  a  day 
pf  lamentation  and  diftrefs  was  that  in  which  our  blefled  Lord  was  crucified ; 
how  terrible  to  him,  and  with  what  holy  *  mourning  fhould  his  people  reflect  on 
what  their  fins  then  coft  him  !  But  our  affections  may  be  touched  at  the  moving 
floiy  oft  be  bvbgnHis  p&gc  be  met  with,  and  of  Ms  dying  love,  without  an  effec¬ 
tual  change  upon  our  hearts,  a od  without  true  faith  in  him,  or  love  to  hint; 
arid  if  after  alt  we  vejeft  him  through  unbelief,  our  lamentation  will  one  day  be 
dreadful  for  ourfelves,  on  account  of  our  neglects  of  him,  and  oppofition  to  him* 
Ah  how  little  do  tinners  think  what  they  are  doing,  while  they  rejeft  ChiiJl  1 
and  yet  their  ignorance  is  attended  with  Jb  many  aggravations,  as  make  it  high¬ 
ly  criminal,  and  need  forgivenpfs?  But  how  much  more  aggravated  frill  are  fins* 
compiled  agaiaft  light  and  evidence  1  What  dreadful  Iiardnefs  of  heart  do  thefe 
bring  r  pon  the  finuer;  and  what  mfupportahlr  wrath  do  they  expofe  him  to  t 
and  yet  how  enmpaffionate  and  gracious  is  a  fuflVring  and  interceding  Saviour* 
tii:ratd  the  worft  of  his  enemies)  How  ready  to  forgive  them!  And  how  free 
and  diftirguilhing  is  his  grace  in  bringing  one  mak  factor  to  faith,  repentance* 
and  eternal  life,  and  that  at  the  laft  hour,  whilA  another  is  left  to  pcrfiit  in  the 
defperate  wicked nefs  of  his  own  heart,  to  his  eternal  perdition!  And  when 
grace  mfccs  an  effectual  change*  wh*i  confrfiioii  of  fin,  and  of  the  juftice  of  our 
fufierings  for  it;  what  honourable  thougbts  of  ChriA*  and  grief  at  the  iniquity 
of  fellow -criminals ;  what  companion  for  them,  and  endeavours  to  reclaim  them; 
and  what  concern  about,  and  applications  by  faith  to  the  Lord  Jefus  for  Jalva* 
Hon,  wifi  it  produce  in  us  I  But  late  examples  of  mercy  fhould  never  encourage 
any  to  prtiiune^Thcfe  fouls  of  ours  are  immortal;  and  if  we  have  an  intereft  in 
Chrift,  they  go,  immediately  after  death,  to  be  glorified  with  him*  With  what 
composure,  therefore,  in  a  dying  hour,  may  the  believer  commit  his  departing 
fpirit  into  the  hands  of  a  reconciled  God  and  Father,  through  the  great  Redeem¬ 
er,  and  after  his  example,  in  humble  confidence  that  he  will  accept*  and  own* 
and  receive  it  to  glory! 


C  H  A  Ft 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 

The  refur  rellion  <f  Chrifi ,  at  declared  to  the  women ,  i , — 8.  At  reported 
to  the  difciples,  9, — 12.  As  made  known  by  Chrifi  himfelfto  two  cf 
them  who  were  going  to  £vm<tut,  j 3, — 35,  To  the  refi  cf  them 
tffembled  together ,  36, — 49.  And)  tafi  cf  afi>  &t  his  ajfcenfion  to 
b:avent  50,— 53. 


Tbit. 

WOW  upon  the 
firft  fa}  of 
the  week,  very 
early  in  (he  morn¬ 
ing,  they  came 
unto  the  fepnt- 
xhie  t  bringing 
the  fukes  which 
they  had  prepar¬ 
ed,  and  eevnin 
with  them. 


ft  And  they 
JoDod  the  ftone 
foiled  away  from 
the  jepolcbp-* 


3  And  they 
entered  io,  and 
found  not  the  bo* 
dy  of  the  Lord 
Jcfiu* 


4  And  U  cunt 
to  paft,  at  they 
were  much  per¬ 
plexed  iherti  - 
bout,  behold,  tw 
men  flood  by 
them  in  Jbioipg 
garment*. 


f  And,  it 
fhey  Were  afraid, 
Iikd  bowed  down 
fkrir  facet  to-  the 
*ar:h ,  they  find 
unto 


PdRAP  HRASE+ 

TT^HEN  the  JewiJb  fabbatb  was  ended,  (lee  the 
•  note  on  Mattb.  xxviii'  1.)  the  women,  who  on 
the  evening  before  that  day  had  prepared  fpices  and 
ointment,  went  and  carried  them  to  Chrift's  fepukhre, 
about  fun-riling  of  the  .firft  day  of  the  week,  in  hopes 
of  an  opportunity  for  ufing  them  in  embalming  his  dead 
corpfe :  And  fome  other  good  women,  having  heen  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  dengn,  attended  them  to  teftify 
their  affeftioD,  and  indulge  their  grief,  and  to  n£QA  in 
the  work. 

2  And  when  they  arrived  at  the  place,  they,  to  their 
great  furprize,  found  one  of  their  chief  difficulties  re¬ 
moved,  in  that  the  great  ftone,  which  they  had  Teen 
placed  at  the  mouth  of  the  fepukhre,  was  rolled  a- 
way  hy  an  angeL  (See  the  paraphrafe  on  Matth. 
xxviii.  *.) 

3  Then  the  women  came  up  with  a  defign  of  going 
into  the  fepukhre;  and,  («w**hrti)  as  they  were  enter¬ 
ing  in,  they  looked  and  faw  that  the  body  of  their  Lord 
was  removed.  (See  the  notes  on  Matth .  xxviii.  2*  and 
Mark  xvi.  3.} 

4  And  while  they  were  thereupon  exceedingly  troo- 
blcd,  in  thinking  what  might  become  of  ir,  they 
were  furprtfed  with  the  appearance  of  two  angels,  in 
the  form  and  likenefs  of  men,  who  (l*,#T*r*H)  present¬ 
ed  themfelves  near  to  them,  and  were  arrayed  in  robes 
of  Uluftrious  light  and  glory;  and,  being  two,  were 
fufficient  for  a  valid,  as  well-  as  honourable  teftimo* 
ny,  to  their  great  Lord,  (See  the  lalt  note  on  Matth. 
xxviii.  2.) 

5  At  this  amazing  fight  the  women  were  filled  with 
terror,  as  finful  mortals  are  apt  to  be,  under  a  confci- 
oufnefe  of  guilt  at  any  extraordinary  appearance ;  and 
in  the  reverence,  awe,  and  furprife  of  their  minds, 
they  bowed  themfelves  exceeding  low,  with  their  faces 
toward  the  ground,  (till  looking  about  for  the  body  of 


Ch.  xxiiL 

onio  them,  Why 
kck  ye  the  Hviag 
among  the  dad! 

6  He  is  not 
here,  but  iirifen* 

iciTKmberhowhe 

J'ji^thc  udco  you 
wlicu  He  wu  yet 
in  Galilee, 

7  Saying,  The 
Son  of  man  mull 
he  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  fin- 
t'ul  akd,  and  be 
crucified,  and  ilie 
ill  ltd  day  rift  a* 
£UQ* 


8  And  they  re¬ 
membered  hU 
words. 


9  And  return¬ 
ed  from  the  fe- 
pvilchre,  and  told 
kU  thefe  things 
unto  the  eleven, 
and  to  all  the 
left. 


to  It  wai  Muy 
ivh^ijiene,  and 
joaima,  and  Ma¬ 
ry  rlv  metbrr  of 
Janies,  and  other 
w*iner}  thitf  u w* 

^kli  them  t  which 
told  theft  things 
unto  the  apoftles. 


vi  And  llicir 
words  Teemed  to 
I  hem  as  idle  tales, 
and  they  betkrod 
them  dol 


The  EvangeBjl  Luke  parapbra/ed. 

Jefus  :  Then  one  of  the  angels,  fpeaking  in  the 'name 
of  both,  (Maftb.)  xxviii.  5.  and  Mark  xvi.  6.)  faid  on¬ 
to  them.  Why  do  ye  rake  fo  much  pains  in  coming  hi¬ 
ther  to  find  a  per  (on  tn  a  fepulchre  of  the  dead,  who  is 
really  alive  ? 

7  Jefus,  whom  ye  thus  carefully  are  fearebing  af¬ 
ter,  and  who  was  dead,  is  actually  rifeii ;  and  ye  need 
not  wonder  at  this,  hutlhould  rather  have  believed  and 
expe£ied  it,  confidertng  what  he  himfelf  often  told  you 
before-hand  about  it.  Do  not  you  remefahei  how  again 
and  again,  and  particularly  when  he  was  with  bis  dif¬ 
ciples  in  Galilee ,  ( Matth .  xvi.  ai.  and  xx*  19.  and 
Luke  11.  22,  44.)  be  allured  them  that,  according  to 
the  determinate  council  of  God,  he  mull  be  given  up 
into  the  bands  of  wicked  men,  and  be  put  to  death  by  a 
crucifixion,  and  that  on  the  third  day  he  Ihould  rife  again  ? 

8  Upon  tbeir  being  reminded  of  this,  they  recol- 
Ie&cd  what  they  had  formerly  heard  of  their  Lord’s 
own  predictions  about  it ;  which  was  a  great  evidence 
that  he  was  rifen  indeed,  though  it  did  not  fully  (deuce 
their  doubts.  (Sec  the  note  on  John  xx.  2.) 

9  And,  according  to  the  direction  given  by  the  an¬ 
gels,  they  immediately  departed  from  the  fepulcbre  to 
carry  the  aftoniflting  tidings  of  all  that  they  had  feet* 
and  heard  to  the  eleven  apolUes,  and  to  any  other  dif- 
.ciples  whom  they  might  meet  with  there,  they  them- 
felvcs  being  (truck  with  a  mixture  of  fear  and  wonder* 
as  not  well  knowing  what  to  believe.  {Mark  xvi.  7,  8.) 

10  Now  the  names  of  thefe  women,  who  were  the 
firft  wicnefles  of  the  refurredion  of  Chrift,  and  the 
firft  meflengers  of  it  to  the  other  difciples,  were  Mary 
Magdalene*  out  of  whom  he  had  call  feven  devils ;  and 
Joanna,  the  wife  of  Cbuza ,  Herod's,  He  ward,  {Luke 
▼Hi.  2, 3.)  ;  and  another  Mary*  who  was  the  mother  of 
Janus  the  left,  {Mark  xv.  40.} ;  with  the  other  wo¬ 
men,  who  attended  them  to  his  fepulchrc*.  {ver.  1.) 

11  And  when  they  came  and  delivered  their  met 
fage,  the  difciples  were  fo  full  of  prejudices  againlt  the 
do&rtne  of  Chrilfs  refurre&ion,  fo  thoughtlefs  about 
it,  fo  ignorant  and  unbelieving  with  regard  to  the  inti¬ 
mations  be  had  given  of  it,  and  fo  overwhelmed  with 
deje&ion,  disappointment,  and  defpair,  that  they  look¬ 
ed  upon  thefe  women’s  report,  as  a  filly,  fanciful,  weak, 
and  unlikely  (lory,  and  could  not  give  any  credit  to  it. 

12  How- 


N  o  T  E. 

*  Thefe  were  the  firft  wUncflc*  and  mef-  cton,  as  if  either  force  nr  food  had  been  em~ 
frngm  of  his  refmreftion,  to  {hew  the  condc-  ployed  tn  the  ntmjgri&ent  of  this  imporUDt 
leer  Sun  of  thrift,  uid  to  take  off  all  ftifpi*  aftair* 


2 $4  Etoattgelijl  farapbra/td.  cii.  xxiii.- 


i»  Then  *rofc 
Finer,  and  rin  in¬ 
to  the  fcpolchre; 
Add  ,  ftoflprng 

down,  be  beheld 
the  linen  clothe* 
laid  by  then- 
gives,  and  de¬ 
puted,  'wonder ' 
jug  in  hunfelf  at 
that  whldb  was 
come  to 


v  3  And,  be¬ 
hold,  two  of  them 
went  that  fame 
daf  to  a  village 
called  Eiatnau^ 
which  was  from 
Jerafaiem  abettd 
(hrccfcorc  fur¬ 
longs. 

t4  And  they 
talked' together  of 
ail  theft  things 
which  had  hap¬ 
pened. 

1 1  And  it  came 
19  pais,  that, 
while  they  com¬ 
muned  together  f 
and  roTond,  Je* 
fiu  hi  tuft  If  drew 
near,  and  went 
with  theta* 

j6  Hot  their 
rye*  were  hoMco 
that  they  fboaJd 
not  know  him. 


12  However,  (*)  Petfr9  upon  hearing  this  ftrangc 
account,  haftened  away  to  the  fepulchrc,  together  with 
jhbnf  {John  xx,  2,  3*)  to  fee  Whether  there  were  any 
appearance  of  ice  being  true  ;  and  going  in  {John  ix, 
6-;  he  faw  the  linen  clothes  in  which  the  body  of  his 
Lord  had  heen  buried,  but  could  not  find  the  body  it* 
felf.  And  when  he  had  thoroughly  frarched  the  fepul- 
chre,  and  obfcrved  that  the  orderly  pofinon  of  the  bu¬ 
rial*  wrappers  had  no  appearance  of  fuch  hafte  or  hur¬ 
ry,  as  might  be  expe&ed  in  clandeftmdy  removing  the 
dead  corpfe,  he  returned  full  of  aftonifhment  and  per* 
plexity  of  mind,  not  knowing  what  to  conclude  from 
all  thefe  circumflances  >  nor  yet  underftandirig  and  be* 
Heving  the  fcripture-prophecies,  or  Chr  ill’s  own  former 
words  about  his  rcfurre&ion.  (See  the  note  on  John  xx*  8*} 

13  Soon  afterthefe  things,  obferve  another  remark* 
able  teftimony  to  this  great  fa£H  Two  other  of  Chrirt’s 
difciples  were  walking  together  that  very  day  on  which 
be  rofe  from  the  dead,  to  a  certain  village  called  Em* 
mauj*%  which  was  about  feven  or  eight  miles  diftanE 
from  Jerufalem. 

14  And  as  they  were  on  their  journey,  the  conver- 
fatioo  turned  upon  the  late  fufferings  and  death  of 
Chrilt,  and  upon  the  reports  which  they  had  that  morn* 
ing  heard  concerning  his  being  rifen  again. 

15  And  while  they  were  thus  talking  over  the  mourn¬ 
ful  ftory  of  bta  death,  and  arguing  about  the  probabi¬ 
lities  or  improbabilities  of  his  refurredtion,  he,  know¬ 
ing  their  hearts,  and  the  ftraits  they  were  in,  graci- 
oufly  took  that  opportunity  to  come  and  join  corn** 
party  with  them,  like  a  ftranger  who  was  going  the 
fame  way,  that  he  might  man  i  ft  ft  himfdf  Co  them. 

16  But  as  he  deftgifed  for  a  little  while  to  conceal 
himfclf,  that  he  might  give  them  the  fairer  occafion  of 
telling  their  own  fenfe  of  things,  and  might  afterward, 
with  the  greater  advantage,  reprove*  convince,  and 
comfort  them  ;  lb  he  miraculoully  afftfted  their  fight 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  Had  not  a  juft  difeerning 
of  him*  and  little  fgfptQed  him  to  be  their  Lord  j* 

And 

NOTES,. 


*  They  might  be  going  thither,  either  u* 
pon  bnfinefs,  or  on  a  vi Jit,  nj-  rather  to  get 
from  the  noift  and  heats,  jiiftjhs  irproachei, 
«nd  dangers' of  their  eoemics,  vi;h  a  dclign 
of  retiring  ftjtl  further  htu  bccriite 

of  the  dhappoiutment  they  had  iml  with* 
and  the  confufioo  they  were  in,  relating  10 
their  crucified  Lord  and  Saviour, 
f  This  is  very  confident  with  its  i«nn£  fiiiil 
xvi*  that  he  appeared  in  another 


form  to  them  $  for  this  alteration  upon  th* 
air,  nr  upon  the  organ*  of  fight,  gave  hi*  ip- 
pearance  a  dificrenc  form  from  its  own:  iiut 
that  the  diOin^ifhing  form  of  his  body,  and 
features  of  his  fare  themlelvcSj  wrre  not 
icrcd,  ]s  evident,  beCaulc  tt^n  there  vmt'ul 
have  been  no  ofi'ufioo  to  wiih-hutd  (heir  cj  c* 
from  knowing  him  ;  and  a*  fuon  as  that 
ftruAioa  vas  removed,  they  knew  who  £<;. 
waft 


Ch.  xxir* 


Tie  SvangtBfi  LtntE  parsphfafe^L 


T?  Andhcfaid 
w to  th cm,  What 
manner  of  com- 
mnaicaliona  are 
that  yc  bare 
otic  to  another* 
a*  ye  walk  aod 
4  C  fad  1 


17  And  he,  like  a  fellow-traveller  providentially  eaft 
into  their  company,  afted  them  in  a  courteous  and 
friendly  manner,  What  an:  ye  fo  earneftly  talking  a- 
bout  in  your  journey,  that  gives  you  fo  much  uneaG- 
nefs,  a$  di  (covers  itfel f  in  your  cnunrenances,  language, 
and  behaviour  ?  Fray  be  fo  kind  as  to  tell  me,  that  I 
may  Sympathize  with  you,  or  offer  fomething  for  your 
relief. 


10  And  the 

fine  of  them, 
whole  nunc  waft 
CJeophts  y  in* 
fvrsring,  faid  un~ 
to  him.  Art  [hou 
only  a  (Irtngcrm 
jerufakm  y  and 
halt  not  known 
the  thingt  which 
arc  come  lO'-  paii 
thetc  m  t hefe 
d-iys  ? 


ip  And  he  &ul 
unto  the  in,  What 
th:ngtf  And  they 
&M  unto  him, 
Oiiivvrniog  Jeftll 
ot  Nazareth  , 
which  w«  a  pro¬ 
phet  rn^luy  in 
i]aJ  snJ  word 
tit'jfc  CJ^d  and 
di  Uic  people : 


10  And  how 
the  chief  pH  efts 
ind  our  fillers  de¬ 
livered  him  to  be 
condemned  to 
dca:h,  and  have 
crucified  him. 


18  Then  one  of  them,  named  Cfcop&as**  repliedr 
Do  you  a(k  what  makes  as  fo  fed  ?  Alas!  wc  have 
caufe  enough  for  it  *  and  methinks  you  might  cafily 
imagine  what  it  is  ;  Surely  you,  who  fetrm  ro  have  come 
direflly  from  fervfakm,  cannot  but  have  heard  the 
difmal  news,  which  all  the  city  rings  of,  relating  to 
the  mod  (hot king  and  amazing  trunfacUons  that  had 
fallen  out  there  within  thefe  two  or  three  days  laft  pafL 
If  you  are  ignorant  of  thefe  things,  you  are  certainly  the 
only  perfon  there  that  is  fo. 

17  Our  Lord,  making  himfclf  loot  ftitt  more  like 
a  lirangtr,  anfwered,  What  furprizing  and  melancholy 
things  do  you  mean  l  to  which  Glrtphat  replied.  Why* 
if  we  mull  tell  you,  we  mean  the  cruelty,  even  to  the 
moll  fhameful  death,  that  has  been  crxercifed  upon  him 
who  was  commonly  called  Jcfus  $j  Nazar zthy  and  who, 
to  far  the  lead,  was  certainly  a  great  prophet,  as  ap¬ 
peared  by  the  excellent,  heavenly,  and  holy  doctrine, 
which  he  preached,  and  by  the  many  great  and  glori¬ 
ous,  merciful  and  divine  miracles,  which  he  evidently 
and  often  wrought  to  confirm  it :  So  that  he  was  high-, 
ly  owned  and  honoured  of  God,  and  had  obtained  a 
great  reputation  and  eftcem  among  tbe  generality  of 
the  people. 

20  And  yet,  alasf  to  go  on  with  the  account,  it  is 
notorious  that  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  not  being  able  to  bear  the  purity  of  his  doftrine, 
and  its  oppofitioir  to  their  authority  and  imerefts,  were 
fo  full  of  envyagdnft  him,  that  they  apprehended  him, 
tried  and  condemned  him  in  their  ccclefiafttcal  court, 
as  an  importer  and  blafphemer;  and  then,  delivering 
him  up  to  the  Raman  power,  they  accufcd  and  profe- 
cu red  him,  as  a  feditious  perfon,  and  an  enemy  to  Ga-+ 
far,  till  they  got  a  fentence  of  death  parted  upon  him, 
and  took  care  to  fee  him  actually  crucified.  Is  not  this 

a  very 

NOTE. 


*  Tills  Claplms  Teem ?to  luvc  been  Jllpirti trt  appear*  by  com  paring  -vrr,  j o-  with  Maltb*  x* 
vtho  the  liu<hand  of  M1U7,  the  mother  1,  Ad*rk  xv.  40.  and  Jjbn  xi x,  *5 ,  And  Ettfr* 
nf  Jutfs  the  Ids,  which  Afary  aitcndfil  tclb  us  from  ili^t 

Cltrift  to  his  crof.s  and  went  that  morning  the  brother  of  yo/rp,*t  the  rtp^red  father  of 
with  Mwj  Mag&Usf  (4  ihc  fcputciu^  -<  tvr  L?r4<  Ilf*  L~  $.  ' f 


5J* 


it  But  we  trott¬ 
ed  that  It  had 
ten  he  which 
ibould  have  re* 
deemed  lihd  r 
and,  betide  all 
this,  to-day  Is 
the  third  day 
fine*  thefc  things 
wen  done* 


11  Tea,  and 

Certain  vonicn 

ahb  of  our  com* 
pany  made  us 
flonilhed,  whkh 
were  early  a!  the 
ftpofdiit? 

13  And  when 
they  found  not 
hi*  body,  they 
came  t  laying  t 
that  they  had  al- 
fo  ran  irififio  of 
angels,  which  laid 
that,  he  was  alive. 


14  And  err- 
tiin  of  them 
which  wen  with 
tU  went  to  the 
iepulchre ,  and 
found  if  even  fo 
at  the  women 
bad  laid ;  but 
him  they  lav  not. 


The  tvangcllji  LuK£  parapfoafedi  Ch.rtir’. 

hvery  fad  and  affcXing  cafe,  enough  to  make  any  one's 
heart  ake  to  think  of  it  I  You  therefore  need  not  think 
it  ftrange  that  we  are  troubled  in  our  reflexions  upon 
it|  and  talk  about  it* 

21  But  even  this  is  not  all  with  refpeX  to  us,  who 
have  met  with  a  dreadfal  difappointment :  For  we  own 
ourfelres  to  have  been  two  of  his  d ifei pies,  and  to  have 
received,  and  (irmly  depended  upon  him,  as  the  Mef- 
Gah,  the  Saviour  of  Ifrael,  expeXing  that  in  a  little 
time  he  would  have  fet  up  his  kingdom  with  great 
power  and  glory  amongft  us:  But  what  are  all  our 
hopes  come  to  now?  alas!  they  are  dead  and  buried 
with  our  crucified  Mailer*  And  yet  there  are  Tome 
circumflances  which  throw  us  into  vail  perplexity,  be¬ 
tween  hope  and  fear  :  We  remember  he  talked  fome- 
thing  about  his  riling  again  on  the  third  day  ;  but, 
though  that  day  is  now  come  and  far  fpCnt,  {vet.  29.) 
none  of  us  have  feen  any  thing  of  him. 

22,  23  We  have  indeed  (***“  *“i)  heard  fomething 
this  very  morning,  which  looks  a  little  like  his  being 
rifen  ;  but  this  increafes  our  perplexity,  as  not  know* 
ing  what  to  make  of  it :  For  fome  good  women,  who 
were  his  affectionate  diicipies,  fur  prized  us  with  an  ac¬ 
count,  that  they  went  to  his  fcpulchre  a  little  after 
break  of  day,  with  a  defign  to  embalm  his  body  ;  and 
when  in  order  thereunto  they  fearched  for  it,  they 
could  not  find  it ;  Hereupon  they  came  back  to  feve- 
ral  of  us  full  of  this  llory,  like  peifons  in  an  ecftacy  of 
wonder,  mixed  with  fear  and  joy,  and  added  withal, 
that,  to  their  further  amazement,  they  had  been  fa¬ 
voured  with  a  vifion  of  angels,  who  informed  them 
that  their  Lord  was  really  rifen  again  :  But  we  arc  apt 
to  look  upon  all  this,  as  merely  the  fancy  of  weak  and 
credulous  women,  it  'not  being  likely  to  us,  that  an¬ 
gels  fhoulri  be  fent  with  fuch  an  important  meffage  to 
them,  rather  than  to  the  apoflles  of  our  Lord. 

24  And  yet  we  have  had  a  further  confirmation, 
that  by  fome  means  or  other  his  body  is  removed  from 
the  fepulchre :  For,  immediately  upon  this  report, 
fome  of  our  number,  two  perfons  particularly,  being 
defirous  to  fee  what  appearance  of  truth  there  might 
be  in  it,  ran  with  all  fpeed  to  his  tomb,  and  were 
themfelves  eye-witnefles  that,  as  the  women  had  fnid, 
the  body  of  Jefus  was  not  there ;  but,  alas  !  they  nei¬ 
ther  faw  him  alive,  nor  heard  what  was  become  of  him, 
as  might  have  been  expeXed,  if  he  indeed  were  rifen 
from  the  dead :  And  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  we 
are  to  great  confufion  and  fear,  left  all  hopes  of  this 

kb;d 


Ch.  niv. 
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isTheiibtfaid, 
tanto  them,  D 
fro)*,  and  Ootfof 
jican  to  beltane 
»U  due  dx  pro- 
pheu  have  ipo- 
ken! 


16  Ought  not 
Chi  ill  to  '  lure 
fr&itd  thefe 
thittp,  and  to 
enter  into  bit 
ii*r> 


»T  And,  be- 
ginnuigatMofea, 
aud  »U  the  pro- 
pbett,  he  cx- 
pouuded  uoto 
them,  in  *)t  the 
Icripnuctt  the 
thing!  cotKtrn- 
ing  EimleiL 

And  they 
drew  oigh  wtft> 
the  village  whi¬ 
ther  they  went; 
and  he  made  as 
though  he  utoold 
have  gO&C  far¬ 
ther. 


»p  But  they 
toa  (trained  him, 
frying  |  jU>U1c 
with 


kind  be  vain  ;  we  doubt  the  news  of  a  rifen  Saviour  is 
too  great  and  too  good  to  be  true. 

15  Then  our  Lord,  though  Ail!  concealing  who  hs 
was,  thought  it  high  time  to  teprove  and  inftrud  them, 
laying,  How  prodigious  is  your  folly  *,  and  your  back¬ 
wardness  of  heart  to  reflect,  and  depend  upon  the  va¬ 
rious  tell  1  monies  of  God  by  the  ancient  prophets  con¬ 
cerning  thele  very  things  l  Had  ye  but  considered  and 
believed  them,  ye  could  not  have  been  fo  diftruAfut 
and  fufpicious  about  .thefe  events  as  ye  are,  but  would 
bare  been  well  fatisfied  that  your  crucified  Saviour  is 
rifen  from  the  dead. 

2 6  Was  it  not  oeceflary  for  the  divine  honour,  ac¬ 
cording  ro  the  deareA  determinations  of  prophecy,  and 
the  eternal  counfel  of  God  made  known  therein,  thac 
the  Meffiah  (hould  undergo  the  fufterings,  reproaches, 
and  death,  which  of  late  nave  befallen  yoor  Lord,  and 
that  afterwards  he  Atould  rife  again  to  enter  upon  his 
kingdom,  and  to  be  exalred  in  a  Aate  of  immortal  glory, 
fut table  to  his  own  merit  and  dignity  ?  Why  then 
{hould  ye  be  Aumhled  at  his  ignominious  death  and 
fufterings,  or  doubt  of  his  refurredion  to  com  pleat  his 
great  defigns  ? 

27  And  having  thus  referred  them  to  the  Old  Tefi- 
tament- writings,  he  began  with  the  five  books  of  Mo- 
fa,  and  then  went  on  to  tbe  fucceeding  prophets,  and 
Other  parts  of  the  feripture,  particularly  reciting  and 
explaining  the  principal  types  and  prophecies,  that  re¬ 
lated  to  his.  own  fufterings  and  death,  refurre£lton  and 
glory,  and  thereby  proving  that  they  were  all  nectflary 
in  their  proper  place  and  order. 

28  Whilft  our  Lord  was  talking  to  them  in  this 
inftru&ive  and  moving  manner,  concerning  himfelf, 
and  Aill  feemed  to  be  a  Aranger,  they  arrived  at  Em- 
mans,  whither  they  were  going  j  and  when  the  difei- 
ples  flopped  at  a  certain  houfe  there,  Jefus  made  no  of¬ 
fer  of  turning  in  with  them,  hut  behaved  as  if  he  were 
travelling  further,  that  he  might  give  them  an  opportu¬ 
nity,  either  of  letting  him  go,  or  of  defiling  his  con¬ 
tinuance  with  them. 

29  But  they  were  fo  affeded  with  his  excellent  and 
feafonable  difeourfe,  that  they  could  hy  no  means  think 
of  parting  with  him  j  and  therefore  importunately  in- 

treated 


NOTE, 

*  They  weft  fools,  as  they  refufed  proper  recovery,  is  no  breach  of  Ills  ou>0  rule,  (  Aft/, 
evidence,  and  atted  agoioft  their  own  com-  v,  ai.)  where  he  forbids  calling  our  brother, 
fort  end  interefc  by  their  inadvertence  and  fool,  which  is  to  be  undcrflood  of  doing  ir, 
unbelief.  And  fhrift’s  calling  them  by  by  way  of  canfelds  contempt  and  injur  10 OS 
wiy  of  joft  teptoof,  for  thiirconviflion  jn.i  reproach,  to  calibre  and  expofe  liiai. 

Tot.  1L  f  R 
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7 Ja  Evavgelift  Luke  parapbra/ed .  Ch.  uut. 


Kiili  us;  for  it  is 
towards  evening, 
uulihc  day  is  far 
fpcaL  And  he 
went  in  to  tarry 
with  them. 


30  And  £  came 
to  pafs  as  he  Jjt 
at  meal  with 
them,  he  took 
bread,  and  hlef- 
led  tty  and  brake, 
uni  gay? to  them* 

31  And  their 
eyes  were  open* 
ed  T  and  they 
ifiew  him  ;  tad 
hr  rinithed  out 
of  their  fig!  it 


31  And  they 
laid  one  to  ano¬ 
ther,  Did  not  our 
bean  bum  with¬ 
in  u$,  while  he 
talked  with  us  by 
the  way  ,  and 
while  he  opened 

to  us  t be, Imp- 
Urci  i 


33  And  they 
up  the  fame 
hour,  and  return¬ 
ed  to  Jerufaiem. 

and 


treated  him  to  favour  them  with  more  of  hid  good  com* 
pany,  urging  that  it  grew  too  late  for  him  to  go  much 
further,  and,  that  they  (hould  be  extremely  obliged  to 
bimf  if  he  would  pleafc  to  tarry  with  them  ;  Arid  he* 
who  is  always  rejady  to  be  found  of  them  that  feck  him* 
yielded  to  their  importunity,  flaying  feme  time  with 
them  *• 

30  And  a  fopper  having  been  ordered  for  their  re* 
freihment,  he,  fitting  down  at  table,  took  bread,  and 
aiked  a  blefling  upon  it*  and  then  brake  and  gave  it  to 
them  to  eat,  juft  as  he  had  ufed  to  do  at  ordinary  meals, 
as  well  as  at  miraculous  and  religious  feafts* 

31  Hereupon  they,  beginning  to  fiifpeft  who  he  was* 
looked  at  him  more  intently ;  and,  the  obftru£tions 
to  their  light  being  then  removed*  they  faw  plainly 
that  it  was  Jefus  himfelf;  and  as  foon  as  they  were 
thoroughly  filthified  of  this,  and  confequemly  that  be 
was  indeed  lifen  from  the  dead,  he  fuddenly  dipt  away 
from  them  +. 

32  And,  immediately  upon  his  difappearing,  they* 

reflecting  on  all  that  had  palled,  faid,  each  of  them  in 
their  turns,  and  with  mutual  agreement.  What  an  in- 
flrudive,  quickening,  and  comforting  difconrfe  had  we 
from  our  blrflcd  Lord,  as  we  came  along  in  the  way 
hither!  with  what  force  and  fwaetnefs  did  he  explain 
the  feriptures  to  us !  how  home  did  he  bring  things  to 
our  cafe  and  conferences!  and  wbatdivine  energy  was 
his  words  attended  with!  Were  they  not  fpirit  and  life! 
Did  not  we  feet  their  power!  and  did  not  our  hearts 
glow  with  a  divine  and  heavenly  warmth  while  we 
heard  them!  how  ftrange  is  ir,  and  what  fools  were 
we  indeed,  that  we  (hould  not  undeiftand  him,  nor 
perceive  who  he  was  then,  or  (hould  ever  thick  that  any 
but  he  could  have  fpoke  in  fiich  a  fuitabie  and  effectual 
manner  to  us  \  * 

33  And,  being  full  of  rapture  and  joy  at  this  difeovery 
of  Chrift,  they  prefcntly  gni  up  from  table,  and,  late 
as  it  was,  battened  away  with  all  fpeed  back  agitn  to 
JeruJaltmi ,  to  give  vent  to  their  own  traufports,  and 

to 


NOTES. 

*  Them  was  no  diftmnfttiorT,  as  Tome  +  He  might,  at  that  infant*  make  him- 
have  fujpjcfted,  in  our  Lord**  conduit  on  left  invtfibk  to  them  by  a  miranilons  interpo- 
thu  ncrafion;  tor  he  only  h-haved  herein*  furs  of  z  cloud  upon  their  eyes,  or  upon  i^s 
jo  ft  0$  common  inks  of  civhhy  would  have  body,  lo  conceal  it  from  their  view  til!  he 
obliged  any  Granger  fodo*  that  he  might  not  got  out  of  the  room  ;  by  which  he  gave  them 
feem  to  thmft  hhnfeir  upon  other  company,  to  underfand*  that  they  were  not  to  expeft 
but  mifht  leave  it  to  them'  to  invite  him  or  fitch  a  continuance  of  his  compun*  with  them 
*ot+  determining  in  his  own  mind  to  fay  in  his  rifcn  fare*  u  they  had  biCQ  nfcd  I# 
with  them*  upon  their  dlfcovcritig  a  defire  of  before  bit  death, 
futlitr  canvcrtuku  with  hue- 


Ok  kit. 


Tbf  EvdAgelift  Luke  paraphfafed.  3^ 


and  found  th  t 
derat  gathered 
together  i  and 
iheAi  chat  were 
with  them* 

34  Sayiiig,  The 
l-ord  U  rifen  in¬ 
deed,  and  hath 
appeared  to  Si¬ 
mon 


3S  And  they 
told  whut  things 
wry  dev*  in  the 
way,  ajod  how  he 
was  known  of 
them  in  breaking 
of  bread. 


jd  And*  as 
they  thus  ffflke, 
TefUs  himi’tlf 
flood  in  the  audit 
of  them,  and 
filth  unto  them* 
Peace  ir  unto 
you. 


3T  6m  they 

were  tern  lied  and 
ajfnghtcd ,  and 
fu  ppoTed  that  they 
had  fteaa  jpirit* 


to  comfort  the  hearts  of  their  brethren  ;  and  there  they 
found  the  greateft  part  of  the  eleven  apoftlcs,  with  o- 
thera  that  ufed  to  affocUte  with  them,  aflembled  toge¬ 
ther,  (See  the  note  on  Mark  xvj*  14.) 

34  Andthetwodifciples,  at  their  cmring  the  room*, 
heard  fbnie  of  the  company  faying,  O  btefled  tidings  1 
we  have  had  feveral  reports  that  our  dear  Lord  is  rifen 
from  tbe  dead ;  and  Simon  Peter  has  had  the  honour  of 
a  vifit  from  him. 

35  Then  the  two  difciples,  ftill  further  to  confirm 
their  faith,  gave  them  a  particular  and  full  narrative  of 
all  that  had  puffed  between  Chrift  and  them  that  after¬ 
noon,  in  their  way  to  Emmaus ,  and  how,  when  they 
got  thither,  he  plainly  difeovered  himfelf  to  them, 
while  they  were  fitting  together  at  table,  and  he,  like 
the  Matter  of  the  fcatt,  was  breaking  the  bread,  which 
had  been  provided  for  their  refreshment. 

36  And  whilft  all  thefe  di Tuples  were  thus  confer¬ 
ring  about  the  refurre&ion  of  their  Lord,  in  a  private 
faoufe,  the  doors  of  which  were  Jbut  for  fear  of  the  Jews, 
{John  xx.  19.)  jLfus  himfelf  appeared  on  a  fudden  a* 
mong  them,  and  pronounced  all  happintfs  upon  them  ; 
thereby  aflitririg  them  that  he  came,  not  to  refenr  their 
late  unworthy  treatment  of  him,  -when  they  all  for  foot 
him  in  his  extremity,  but  to  fatisfy  them  of  hisrefurrec- 
tion,  and  of  his  abiding  love  to  them,  and  to  comfort 
and  blefe  them. 

37  But  inftead  of  being  delighted  with  this  appear¬ 
ance,  they  were  furprized,  and  terribly  frighted  at  it, 
becaufe  Chrift  came  fo  unexpectedly -among  them,  and 
without  making  any  noife,  though  the  doors  were  (hut. 
And,  in  the  hurry  of  their  thoughts,  forgetting  the 
many  proofs  they  had  formerly  feen  of  his  divine  power, 
and  the  feveral  evidences  they  had  but  juft  before  re¬ 
ceived  of  his  refurre&ioo,  they  prefently  fancied  it  was 
Only  a  fpirir,  which  formed  the  appearance  of  a  body  a* 
among  them  j. 

38  Then, 


NOTES. 

*  The  coaftniftion  of  the  Greek  {hiynUe  atoftfe$ ;  by  which  it  is  evident  that  Jcfu*.  in 
hang  the  accufttive  eaft)  plainly  thews  rhat  hi'  wonderful  eondefeenfion  and  grace,  had 
theft  were  the  words*  not  of  the  two  dtfHplc*  taken  an  opportunity  on  the  former  part  of 
that  came  from  JCm >musf  but  of  fome  of  the  tLa  day  to  Ibew  himftlf  u>  Peter,  that  he 
company  which  they  found  at  J*nifnlemy  who  might  early  relieve  his  diftrelics  and  fears,  on 
were  either  fpcaking  in  this  manner  one  to  account  of  his  having  fo  IWefui-lj  denied  his 
another;  or  clfe  fainted  the  two  diftipLes  as  JLord;  though  where,  or  In  w ha  manner 
£m>q  as  they  appeared,  with  the  good  new,  this  whs  done  is  not  recorded.  See  the  note 
they  had  received  from  Peter:  And  we  learn  on  Mark  xvi-  13. 

from  1  Car.  xv.  *.  that  Chrift  was  Teen  of  $  kU  vain  to  iuquire  how  Jefiia  came  a* 
&at£A  Peter.  before  be  iBoifm  of  tbe  tv  the  mong  them,  the  doors  being  Ibm,  or  to 

R  *  imagine 


a6o 
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3B  Aodhcfaid 
Onto  lhcmt  Why 
a/e  ye  troubled; 
and  why  ilo 
thoughts  itSc  ini 
your  hcjrtti 


30  Behold  my 
hands  an  d  my 
ftd,  'hat  if  i*  1 
jnyiclf,  Handle 
me,  snd  lee:  for 
a  fpiru  hath  not 
flcih  and  Ikhi/^ 
U  yc Acme  hare. 


40  And*  when 
he  had  thus  fpo- 
ken,  he  hewed 
tJ*cm  his  hands 
and  &  feet. 


38  Then,  to  quit  and  farisfy  them,  he,  in  a  free  and 
friendly  manner,  faid  to  them,  What  means  all  this 
confufion,  which  difeovers  itfelf  in  your  counrenances 
and  behaviour  f  and  why  do  ye  give  way  to  fuch  utirea- 
{enable  fears  and  terrors,  as  I  know  diflrafl;  and  diftrefs 
your  minds,  as  if  what  you  faw  were  an  imaginary  and 
not  a  real  body  ?  but  to  convioce  you  of  the  contrary, 

39  Obfrrve  the  marks  of  my  crucifixion,  and  exa¬ 
mine  my  hands,  and  feet,  and  fide,  (Jcbn  jut.  20.)  ^ 
look  carefully  upon  my  body,  and  feel  it  with  your  own 
hands  for  your  fatisfaltion,  that  it  is  I  myfelf,  your 
Lord  and  Mailer,  who  am  rifen  from  the  dead :  For  a 
fpirir,  with  all  the  appearances  it  can  make,  has  not 
fuch  a  corporeal  fubltance,  as  may  be  feen  and  felt,  and 
difling  uilhed  to  be  a  body  of  flefli  and  bones,  and 
as  your  own  eyes  and  touch  may  prove  this  to  be,  in 
which  1  now  appear  before  you. 

40  And  at  the  fame  time  he  held  out  his  hands  and 
hi:,  feet,  and  file  wed  them  bis  Gde,  (John  xx.  20.)  that 
they  might  both  fee  and  feel  the  fears  of  the  nails 
which  had  faitned  him  to  the  crofs,  as  well  as  of  the 
fpear  that  had  pierced  bis  fide.;  which  proved,  beyond 
all  contradiction,  that  there  could  be  no  deceit  in  the 
appearance  he  then  made  to  them  ;  who  had  been  lb  long 
acquainted  with  him,  and  had  fo  lately  feen  him  cru¬ 
cified. 


41  And  while 

yet  hrHcvcJ 
u<4  for  joy,  and 
wondered*  hefdd 
unto  them,  Have 

ye  here  any  men? 
4*  And  they 

pve  him  a  pine 
of  a  broiled  fifb, 
and  of  an  booty- 
enmh. 

41  And  he  took 
if,  and  JU  cat  be* 
fore  them. 


41  And  while  their  ecftacy  and  affoniAinaent  were 
fo  great,  that  they  hardly  knew '-what  to  hdieve,  he,  to 
give  them  more  time,  and  ttill  further  evidence,  alked' 
them  to  frt  fomething  before  him,  that  he  might  eaiin 
in  their  prefence* 

42  Then  they  gave  him  a  part  of  fuch  fare  si  they 
had  with  them,  which  was  a  piece  of  broiled  fifh,  and 
of  an  honey-comb* 

43  And  though  h:s  rifen  body  had  no  need  of  ani¬ 

mat  refreflimcnr,  yet  he  eat  part  of  this  food  in  their 
company,  for  the  confirmation  of  their  faith,  anti  to 
give  an  advantage  to  tbeir  future  teftirfiony  concerning 
him  ",  44  Our 


tnujt'ne  (list  his  body  ptmtntti!  other  In. 
dies ;  finee  it  a?s  w  «fy  to  his  divine  power 
to  open-  a  door  iuJifcernibjy,  and  without 
noifr,  as  10  have  ot*tnc  in  at  a  door  opened 
hy  fame  other  hand;  and  to  preicitd  that 
his  body  penetrated  any  door  or  wall*  with¬ 
out  opening  or  breaking  it*  if  to  fuppofc  that 
his  fxxly  was  not  a  reaT  imvea  body  of  flelh 
and  liotm,  tluragh  the  reality  of  its  bdng  fo 
was  the  very  thing  which  he  drfjjnicd  hy  this 
appeanan  to  eoDviatc  his  dijopkt  of. 


*  The  apofflc  Prttr  afterwards  blitted  on 
this  part  of  the  evidence,  Thai  he  wu  firu-a 
cptafy  fo  his  difciplcs,  £ d  cat  and  drif:k 

wi/i  bi*K  #ftcr  he  rsfc  fnm  tic  dead*  (^f  s, 
41,)  To  aft  what  became  of  ihi*  food  *ftrr 
he  had  eat  it,  ii  as  u&Jfft  and  owrTorlflL'j, 
as  to  ash  what  became  of  the  meat  «!uch 
the  angel*  eat  with  Abraham  and  LeJ,  (Gm 
xviii.  8,  and  six,  j.)  But  as  Cfcrifl  eat  with 
hts  difciple*  «n  this  occulion  only  to  demon* 
time  his  jxiurrc&ion  j  fo  he  could  cafdy  dif- 

-  foitC 
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44  And  he  Aid 
»Qto  them*  The fe 
are  the  word® 
which  Ifpakeun- 
to  ytra,  while  I 
was  yet  with  you, 
that  all  things 
idoA  be  fulfilled 
which  were  writ* 
ten  in  the  law  of 
Mote,  and  in  the 
prophets*  and  14 
the  plaints,  con- 
ettuioj?  me* 


41  Then  open¬ 
ed  he  (hear  un~ 
dcrftandmg,  that 
they  Client  tm- 
derftmd  the  feip* 

fidmj 


45  And  faU 
into  them.  Thus 
it  is  written,  and 
chit*  u  behoved 
Chrifl  to  fuller. 
Hud  to  rife  from 
the  dead  ibe  third 
da;  i 

4  7  And  that 
repentance  and 
remiffion  of  lint 
fuould  be  preach¬ 
ed 


44  Our  Lord  hating,  on  this,  and  afterwards  on 
other  occaGons,  given  them  unqu  eft  ion  able  proofs  tbit 
he  was  really  the  fame  perfon  whom  they  formerly  u- 
fed  to  conYcrfe  with,  proceeded,  time  after  time,  till  his 
afcenGon,  to  give  them  more  clear  and  txrenfive  in- 
ftru£kions,  than  ever  before,  concerning  rhe  ncceflity 
and  deGgfi  of  his  fafferings,  death,  and  refureftion,  fay* 
ing,  Tbefe  are  the  very  things  which  1  intended  to  fug¬ 
ged  to  you,  by  the  feveral  intimations  1  heretofore  gave 

Jon,  whilft  I  was  daily  converting  with  you  :  I  then  af* 
bred  you,  that  every  thing  relating  thereunto  mult  be 
accomplished,  which  had  been  anciently  foretold  4  in 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  Old  Tdt ament  concerning  me, 
as  the  Mefliah  }  and  now  ye  fee  they  are  all  exactly 
come  to  pals. 

45  Then,  as  he  had  before  opened  the  fenptures  to 
{bme  of  his  difeiplea  in  a  doctrinal  way,  aod  made 
their  hearts  burn  within  them  +,  { ver *  27,  52*};  fo  ho 
furthermore  took  off  the  vail  from  all  their  hearts,  by 
the  fpecial  illumination  of  his  Spirit,  who  removed  the 
darknefs,  doubts,'  and  prejudices  of  their  minds,  that 
they  might  readily  apprehend,  and  fall  in  with  the  true 
meaning  of  the  feriprures,  e fpccial I y  in  what  related  to 
their  accomplifhment  in  him* 

46  And  in  this  manner  he  evidently  dementi rated  to 
them,  that,  according  to  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  concerning  the  Metiiah,  and  according  to  the 
eternal  counfel  of  God,  with  refpc£t  to  his  own  glory, 
and  tbe  filiation  of  his  people,  it  was  necellary  rhai  he 
fhould  die  for  tbeir  tins,  and  rife  again  tor  tbtii  j  unifi¬ 
cation  ; 

47  And  that,  upon  this  foot,  the  great  evangelical 
doctrines  of  ingenuous  repentance  of  all  iniquity,  and 
forgivenefs  of  tins  through  faith  in  him,  as  infcparably 
connected  in  the  gofpel-difpenlauon,  fhould  be  publifli- 

ed 


NOTES, 


fl/re  thrived,  ordireharpe  it  siwifibly liy  Hi® 
til  vine  pow,  a®  loon  as  he  had  car  it,  (met 
the  Gate  of  his  rifen  body  did  not  nwl  it  for 
jKwnfhmcnt  »cut  fupport,  as  lUt  fime  body, 
whjltf  it  mortal,  did  before  his  death, 

*  The  general  divilioit  of  the  book®  of  (he 
Old  Tcftamcnc  mthofedays,  wa*  mtn  thefe 
three  pan*,  (i-J  The  Ltfurr  which  contain¬ 
ed  the  five  book*  of  Mitft  1 ;  (»*)  The  Prc- 
ghtSt  which  contained  not  only  tliofc  hoots 
that  vere  merely  prophet  Sod*  but  thole 
liLewife  whkHi  were  hiftoriral,  and  wc 
wrote  by  prophetical  men:  And  (j.)  The 
Jftfjic/rapkij  which  contained  divine  hymn*, 
ii :d  murduifirufiigtit  tor  the  conduit  of  life, 


ai:d  went  aoderfhe  general  ifrle  of tlic 
faccaufe  thde  were  etfeemed  a*  the  moli  e- 
mlnCDtf  sod  were  placed  at  the  head  of  that 
ii>rt  of  writings:  And  to  CliFt(lt  by  men¬ 
tioning  theft  three,  took  in  the  «h*‘L*  of  the 
did  Tidunim,  which,  m  fevers  I  p  taros, 
fpake  of  hr*  lowering*  and  of  rhe  glory  that 
J] lou Id  follow. 

f  Though  the  two  difdplci  heart*  burned 
within  them  while  he  opened  to  them  the 
ftripturc*  ;  yet  there  was  more  warmth  than 
lijrli! ;  and  it  do  no:  appear  that  they  duly 
uudcrfltiod  tboll  fciiptr.rc*}  or  btliwcd  in  4 
rifeti  Saviour  according  10  thQtf,  till  after 
they  me  to  k'rjju'^ 
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cd  in  h«  nutie  cd  fay  his  authority,  power,  and  efficacy,  and  in  thevir* 
•*""**  j1*"  tue  of  his  merit,  among  all  forts  of  people,  whether 
ng  Jrws  0T  Gentiles*  beginning  at  the  city  of  Jtrufakm  : 
And  this  be  particularly  took  notice  of,  that,  according 
to  antient  prophecies,  the  word  of  the  Lord  might  go 
forth  from  thence;  that  the  Jews  might  hare  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  firib-born;  that  the  eleft  of  God  among 
them  might  be  called  in  great  numbers  there,  as  the 
firfWruita  of  the  gofpel-miniftry;  that  Jefus  might  the 
more  evidently  prove  himfelf  to  be  the  Son  of  God, 
and  tbe  true  Mcffiah,  at  that  very  place  where  he  was 
crucified;  that  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  might  have 
the  quicker  fpread  from  thence  to-other  countries  ;  and 
that  the  greateft  of  tinners,  even  fitch  as  were  concern¬ 
ed  in  his  crucifixion,  and  all  others,  to  whom  this  gof- 
pel  Ihould  be  afterwards  preached,  might  be  encoura¬ 
ged  to  hope  in  tbe  riches  of  divine  grace  through  him, 


for  their  recovery  and  hlvation* 

48  And  ye,  laid  be,  my  apoftles  and  difciples,  are 
the  perfons  whom  I  appoint  to  bear  wheels  in  your 
nuniftry,  that,  according  to  what  ye  yourfelves  have 
feen  and  heard,  all  things  which  were  predi&ed  of  old, 
concerning  the  death  and  refurre&ion  of  the  Mcfliah, 
have  been  punftually  accomplifbed  in  me* 

49  And,  for  your  encouragement,  obferve,  Soen  af¬ 
ter  my  afeenfion  to  heaven,  I  will  Died  down  the  Holy 

&ther upon  yon:  Ghoft  upon  you  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  according 
but  «iTy  yo  in  tam y  Father’s  promife,  {Joel  ii*  28.) ;  and  therefore  I  or- 
until  jchc  ^cr  y°u  not  to  S°  immediately  to  preach  the  gok 
endued  with  pnw-  pel,  but  to  continue,  for  awhile,  waiting  together  at 
cr  from  cq  high*  Jensfalemy  till  ye  {hall  have  this  plentiful  efTution  from 
the  throne  of  the  Majefty  an  high,  to  enrich  too  with 
all  needful  gifts  and  graces,  and  fupernaturaf  powers, 
for  the  work  on  which  I  fend  you,  and  to  confirm  your 
tetlimony,  and  fucceed  you  in  it. 

so  And  he  led  50  Having  in  this  manner  given  them  many  infaJli- 
ibcm  out  as  far  hie  proofs  of  bis  refnrre&ion,  and  various  irmru&ions 
Ind^w^Kf^np  rc*at*n£  t0  bis  kingdom  and  their  miniftry  in  ir,  he, 
h\*  bauds,  and  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  conducted  them  out  to  tbe 
blciled  them*  mount  of  OUves>  which  lay  in  a  trad  of  land  called 
Bethany^  not  far  from  the  village  of  that  name  *  ;  and 
having  brought  them  thither,  he,  lifting  up  his  hands 

toward 


49  And  ye  are 
wuncflV*  of  tbefe 
things. 


49  And,  be¬ 
hold,  i  tend  the 

rki'iimiltr  nf  mv 


N  O 

*  The  town  or  village  of  RrfAjur,  where 
Litarui  divdt,  and  was  railed  from  the  tod* 
Vis  about  fifteen  furlongs  from  y^rttjWtw  : 
(J^n  18.)  But  there  was  a  rraft  of 
gro*md  called  by  that  name,  which  reached 
front  tlicuct  to  the  mom  of  QfivtSy  uiihm 


T  E 

a  fablwtK-ilay's  joutticy  of  Jfrt/tf/fJB,  which 
i  Wtippofed  to  have  l*xn  about  rijjhi  furlongs 
And  this  was  the  ptace  to  which  Chilli  led 
his  difcipFe*,  and  from  which  hcafcended,  as 
appears  from  Atlx  i»  ia.  Pm.  frith  if.  Hrr, 
Jffffr* 


Ch.  inr. 


J»  AndttC4BK 
to  pat i»  whik  he 
biefled  them  he 
w*$  parted  from 
them,  him!  car¬ 
ried  up  into  itca* 

ven, 

5»  And  they' 
worth  ipped  him, 
and  returned  to 
Jemfalcrti  wiih 
great  joy; 


53  And  were 
continually  hi  ihe 
temple,  praiftng 
and  btefEng  God* 
AtDCU. 
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toward  them*  as  Aaron  did  toward  the  people,  {Lev*  ix. 
22.)  authoritatively  and  effectually  commanded  a  bluf¬ 
fing  upon  them*  to  Ihcw  his  aflcrtimi  to  them,  and  to 
affurc  them  of  what  they  might  further  expect  from  him. 

$t  As  foot)  as  he  had  taken  this  gracious  and  folemrt 
farewell*  he  left  them*  and  vi fitly  afeended  up  into 
heaven  by  his  divine  power  j  they  all  looking  at  him, 
till  a  glorious  c/oud  received  him  cist  of  their  fight*  (A£ta 
<•  9) 

$1  And  as  he  was  ifcending,  they,  beholding  his 
glory*  adored  him  as  their  God  and  Saviour,  and 
went  back  to  Jeru/alem>  according  to  his  order,  bring 
filled  with  exceeding  joy  in  reflection  on  what  thty  had 
feen,  beard,  and  felt,  and  in  expectation  of  an  atcom- 
plifbment  of  his  parting  promifes,  which  would  ilTue 
in  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom  on  earth,  and  in 
their  being  at  length  received  up  to  glory  after  him. 

53  And  they  attended  religious  fervices  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  *,  day  by  day,  reforring  rhkher  at  the  hours  of  pray¬ 
er,  and  bl  tiling  God,  in  repeated  praifes,  for  the  glory 
he  had  difplayed  in  their  crucified,  rifeit,  and  exulted 
Redeemer  :  And  in  this  manner  they  continued  waiting 
in  faith  and  hope  of  their  Lord's  making  good  his  pio- 
mife  of  the  Holy  Ghoft*  Ameny  bid  they;  Ammyiixs 
the  writer  of  this  gofpcl ;  and  Amen%  fays  every  nue 
believer ;  So  let  it  be,  and  may  God  be  ever  magnified 
for  all  this ! 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


What  fure  and  blefled  tidings  are  the  refuneifliun  of  Chrift  !  And  how  often 
does  he  furprizc  the  moll  unlikely  and  unworthy  with  fuch  difcoveries  of  himfrif 
a>  they  are  apt  to  think  are  too  great  and  good  to  be  true  1  But  early  fetker? 
of  him  fhall  find  him ;  and  while  they  am  converting  together  about  him,  he 
will  honour  them  with  his  prefcncc*  open  their  underftanclings,  and  mike 
their  beam  bum  within  them  to  their  exceeding  juy  :  Though  thdr  hopes  may 
frmetimes  be  ready  to  fail,  yet  in  due  feafon  he  will  make  himfclf  known  to 
them,  and  dear  up \vhat  the  feriptiires  fay  concemh:g  him,  as  a  fullering  and 
exalted  Saviour ;  and  they  that  arc  importunate  for  his  abiding  with  them,  fhall 
be  favoured  with  further  manifeftations  of  himfclf  to  them  ;  and  when  they  »iul 
him  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  their  own  fouls, they  cannot  hut  be  dclirous  that  oth-M 


Ihoukl  be  comforted  with  their  comforts.  But  O  the  folly  of  unbelief,  as  it  lira 
againft  the  cleared  evidence,  and  againft  our  own  belt  and  truclt  iutcrdb  !  Mow 

grtumdM& 

NOTE. 


*  Some  fuppofc  that  all  this  while,  the 
difriplts  dwelt,  and  continued  together  for 
fupplkaiAQ  and  prayer,  in  fotne  upper  dum¬ 
ber  nr  jpirtratHt  of  the  temple,  by  the  per* 
miHion  of  fome  nriclt  or  Uvitc,  to  whom  it 
bdongrd  ;  and  that  what  i*  here  called  thrir 
being  nr  tp  ifpt  coKiiiwfilh  in  the 

Umph>  pnuOng  and  blnfing  God,  i*  much 
of  die  fara  import  with  whit  U  hid,  {Ads 


1,  53,  I4-)  about  their  v*  wrtf*** 

into  aa  upper  and  abidug 

and  we*  -^uiih  <w  nemd  thtr<rt  hi  pr»ur 
And  fippUcatsan  :  And  admitting  thia,  ihe 
fecmlug  diflmiwe  ha  ween  thnlciwapufliigcA 
h  cafriy  reconciled,  fim*c  nli  ihc  buildings  in 
the  temple  were  eJU'd  the  (1  Kiuj s 

x>.  1,  j+)  Se*  rids  argued  pro  and  i« 
JiMitntud and  H'iU1'?  on  A\U  i*  1  j. 
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groundleis  are  the  fears  of  Chrift’s  difciples;  and  yet  bow  does  be  condefceod  to 
thrir  infirmities  to  relieve  them  !  And  how  endearing  is  the  constancy  of  his 
lore,  who,  after  all*  will  blcfs  them,  and  fend  the  promiftd  Spirit  to  them,  that 
they  may  be  fitted  for  every  trial  and  fervice  to  which  he  calls  them  !  Yet,  how 
exceeding  and  abundant  are  the  riches  of  his  grace  to  the  worft  of  Ann  era, 
like  thofe  of  Jerufakm*  that  had  em breed  their  hands  in  his  blood  l  And  what 
blelfcd  grounds  of  hope  are  there  even  for  fucht  that  they  may  obtain  repent* 
ancc*  and  remiffion  of  0ns  through  faith  in  his  name  !  And  O  how  fliould  our 
faith  and  hope,  hearts  and  affections  follow  the  afeended  Mead  and  Redeemer  into 
heaven,  looking  after  him;  adoring  and  worfhiping  him,  Weffing  God  for  him, 
living  in  daily  expectation  of  aU  needful  bWEngs  from  him  here,  and  of  afeendv 
ing  up  to  him  in  our  own  perfons  hereafter,  that  where  he  is,  there  we  tftff  be 
alfo !  Amen  and  ameu;  fo  let  it  be  to  every  one  of  us* 
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A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

OF  THE 

Evangelift  JOHN, 

In  the  Form  of  3  Paraphrase. 


CHAP.  L 


The  Evangelic’s  tejlimony  concerning  the  eternal  Godhead,  the  office  and 
incarnation  of  Chrifi ,  1 , — 14.  John  the  Baptijl’ s  tejiimony  concern • 
ing  him,  1 5,— 3  7,  Jnd  Chrifi s  calling  of  fever al  to  be  bis  difciples , 

38,—Sl. 

Tk*t,  Paraphrase. 

IN  the  begin-  'W'N  the  beginning  *  of  the  world,  when  God  created 
Word"*  and  «he  I  t*ie  beavens  an<i  r^e  earth,  a  Divine  perfon,  Ailed 
Ward’  w»  with  ^  emphatically  the  Logos  t  oi  word,  neceflarily  extft* 
Cod,  and  the  ed;  and  fo  the  Word  was  co-eternally  prefent  with  God  § 
VTurd  wu  God.  the  Far her,  and  the  Word  himfelf,  though  perfonally 
diftinft  from  him,  was  in  a  ftridi  and  proper  fenfe  God 


NOTES. 


par- 


*  The  fiift  Sefntiaas  under  flood  thlt  o t 
the  beginning  of  the  gofpcl;  and  fo  inter¬ 
preted  aU  that  follows,  as  relating  to  the  go£» 
pel-reformation  i  But  a  bare  reading  of  the 
following  rerfes  with  attention,  i*  faffdent 
to  confute  that  inter  prttaiion,  as  exceed  log 
unnatural  and  forced;  accordingly  there  are 
few,  if  any  now,  that  plead  for  it. 

+  The  term  Logost  tranJUied  word,  lig- 
nUiei  wifoom  or  reafon,  as  well  as  word ;  ac- 
cordingly  Chtift  is  tailed  both  the  JVifdam, 
and  the  IFord  of  God,  (iWy.  vliL  and  Luke 
jti*  Jffo.  six.  13.)  lie  is  the  tPififam  of 
God,  fay  feveral  of  the  fathers,  confidcring 
him  in  Ids  pre-exiftence  before  ah  worlds; 
and  fo  he  is  compared  to  filent  thought  rett¬ 
ing  in  the  mind  :  And  he  is  the  Wore  of  GW* 
conGdering  him  in  bis  incarnate  fcttc;  and 
foheucompatvdtoooiward  fpcech,  where¬ 
by  he  reveals  the  Father  to  And  that 
this  word  is  more  than  an  attribute,  or  ope- 


(i*r*  8.)  Is  fold  to  caw  after  War,  and  to 
mu*  fa  fa rtvii+  (vtrt  ji,  tj.)  iohclbtOnff 
begotten  of  the  Father^  to  be  nuir  JBcJb,  and  to 
dwell  ui,  ( vtr,  14,) 

J  The  term  God  in  this  paflage  is  plainly 
meant  of  God  the  Father,  as  ptrfonalkj  dU 
ftinguifticd  from  the  Word ;  tnoogh  lie  U 
not  here  called  the  Father,  becanfc  the  E- 
vangcHft  had  not  yet  fpoke  of  Chrifi  under 
the  title  of  the  Sou  \  And  this  Word,  who 
in  the  clo&  of  the  yerfe  is  called  God,  was 
with  God;  noc  as  one  God  with  another 
God,  bm  as  one  divine  perfoo  with  another 
in  the  fame  Godhead, 

#  The  chief  objection  again  tt  this  intcr- 
prriatfon  is,  that  in  the  Grrtjfe  the  article  is 
added  to  the  word  God,  when  Jpoken  of  the 
Father,  which  is  left  our  when  applied  10 
the  Sod  :  But  this  is  no  more  than  the  rules 
of  grammar  made  proper  to  determine  the 
nominative  cafe  in  the  feme  nee,  which,  if 


mion  of  the  Father,  is  evident  from  the  per*  the  article  bad  been  added,  would  have  been 
fonal  characters  under  which  he  is  Jpoken  more  naturally  rendered,  GW  w  the  Wori9 
of  in  this  and  Jew*]  following  paflages,  than  tbtfFotdWi  God;  and  there  are  fe- 
where  he  U  pxpftftly  caHedGfrrfw£tAGW,(rer*  veral  places  in  this  very  chapter,  where  the 
Ft  a*}  Is  dUtiDguifed  from  John  tbt  w  word  God  is  applied  to  the  Divine  Being  *tK 

folutcly 
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partaking  of  the  lame  divine  nature  and  eflential  per* 
fc£kions  with  the  Father.. 

»  The  fine  i,  3  This  divine  perfon  bad  all  along  an  infeparable 
'IwTgoSl*"  extftence  with  God  the  Father,  not  only  before  he  was 
“7*AH  ^g,  born  of  the  virgin,  but  even  from  everlafting,  .before 
wav  made  (7  there  were  any  creatures,  he  being  the  author  of  all 
him^wairnM  ®a,k  ^ng*  what  foe  ver :  So  that  by  him,  as  their  Cie* 
thinjpmaifc  atorJ  they  were  brought  forth  into  being  ;  and  without 
that  wai  made,  his  efficiency  no  one  of  them,  from  the  higheft  to  the 
lowed,  was  formed  at  all  +. 

4.  in  hin  w  4  fie  not  only  created  ail  inanimate,  but  likewise  all 
life,  and  the  life  animate  things,  whether  of  the  fenfitive  or  rational  life, 
wuu^ihc  lighi  «r  anij  tj,at  hy  a  vital  principle,  which  was  originally  and 
necefianly  in  himfeif;  and  this  was  the  fpring  and 
foutce  of  all  kinds  and  degrees  of  life,  that  are  com¬ 
municated  to  others,  and  particularly  of  all  the  reafon 
and  underftanding,  that  is,  or  ever  was  found  among 
men,  and  of  all  that  can  he  called  the  light  of  life. 

;  A*A%  the  5  The  light  of  natural  confciencc,  which  proceeds 
s?  from  God  the  "Word,  glimmers  amidft  the  moral  dark- 
darkndVcomprc-  **efc  that  is  brought  upon  the  minds  of  men  by  fin ; 
bended  a  out* '  hot  this  darknefs  is  fo  great,' that  it  overpowers  and  (tides 

it,  inftead  of  being  overpowered  by  it :  And  the  light 
of  revelation,  which  he  communicated  with  a  gradual 
increafe  through  various  difpen&tions  of  grace,  (hints 
now  at  length  in  all  Its 1  afire  amidft  the  darknefs  of  ar 
degenerate  world;  bot  fuch  is  the  blindnefs  of  mens' 
hearts,  that  they  naturally  do  not  underftand  it,  but 
fhut  their  eyes  againft  it,  bare  and  oppofe  it,  and  will 
not  receive  it,  having  loved  darknefs  rather  than  lights 
becavje  Sbeir  deeds  are  evil .  {Chap.  iit.  19,  ao.) 

6  The 


KOI 

Iblutdy,  or  to  the  Pat  her  perfon  ally,  without 
the  arricle,  «  particularly  ivr,  tf ,  1 3. 18,  At 
rftfier  applied  «kh  the  article  to  (he 

Son,  (ekap*  xi,  tS  };  and  at  other*,  crcn  to 
falfe  Oodit  juy*  1  r*  and  x  Gsr*  iv*  4,) 

So  that  no  (irds  can  he  bid  upon  the  omif* 
lion  of  the  mide  here*  And  that  Chrifl 
vu  properly  God  by  nattuc,  and  not  by  of¬ 
fice,  i*  evident,  bccaufe  he  was  God  before 
any  creatures  were  made,  and  MnkqnenUy 
before  any  dominion  could  be  cacmJcd  over 
them/ 

f  TU  not  fnfficicnt  to  object  againft 
that  by  Mm  denote*  only  an  inttrumenr,  or 
undcr-agentf  in  the  making  of  all  thing*,  and 
roc  properly  the  efficient  or  author  of  them  ; 
For  an  i  nitre  men  t,  or  nnder-agnt  to  God, 
Ip  creation-work,  do  not  agree  to  any  no* 
tirnit  of  crating  power,  which  mu  ft  he 
iMfliy  and  pvopeny  divine  ud  infinite, and  it 
alway*  fpoken  of  in  fcriptttft,  at  ira mediate¬ 
ly  and  entirely  peculiar  to  God,  mho Jirttcbcd 


E  S. 

forth  the  heavens  ALotfE,  and  ffrerJafomi 
the  earth  by  HiMJBLF,  (lfa.xJ1v.l4-}; 
and  if  Mm,  through  him,  or  by  Arn,'(£i**ifly) 
art  all  iliast,  (Rom.  xi,  3^*)  Atid  Chrilt 
it  fpoken  of,  as  the  IW,  or  Jehovah,  who,  ■ 
by  hU  own  proper  efficiency,  in  the  frri nniag 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  and  the  Aro- 
7>»c  are  fax!  to  be  the  Tvttrh  of  his  hands, 
(Hcb.i*  jo  )  Thefe  exalted  charter*  of 
the  Logos  cannot  agree  to  any,  the  mnft  glo* 
riuus  creature,  that  can  be  imagined  ;  fincc 
that  moft  be  a  made  being,  ana  ail  facb  ho* 
ingi  ate  here  diftirtgaifaed  from  tbe 
who  made  them  1  and  therefore  he  cannot  he 
himfeif  made*  Nor  can  they,  1  think, 
agree  to  a  fnppofed  pre  cxifteot,  evened  foul 
of  Chrift- ;  fince  (he  Divinity  and  the  power, 
here' and  in  the  following  wfes  aferibod  to 
him,  are  diftingotihfid  from  sit  tnude  thing*, 
and  are  peculiar  to  Godhead,  »  will  appear 
in  tbe  Evangdift’i  further  account  of  Uutm. 


Ch.  L 


*  The  lime 
came  for  a  wtl- 
nds,  to  bear  wit* 
fiefs  of  the  Light, 


The  Evangel#  John  pampbrajed,  267 

<  There  vu  a  .6  The  opening  of  the  lad  and  cleareft  of  theft  dif- 
S3  wfofcume  P*<*fations  began  in  the  ouniftry  of  John  the  Baptijl,  who 
wai  John.  Mme  v*s  t«*Uy  a  man,  and  no  more,  though  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  one  in  his  birth,  gifts,  qualifications,  and  remark* 
able  fan£Uiy,  and  a  man,  who  was  thereby  prove^  to  be 
font  of  God,  that  he  might  be  the  forerunner  of  the 
glorious  -perfon  before  fpoken  of. 

,  The  fine  7  This  John  came  among  the  Jews,  as  a  witneft 
tame  for  •  wii-  from  God,  and  for  God,  to  fpeak  of  Chrift,  and  point 
refiofOicLieht,  them  to -him,  as  a  divine  peifon,  in  -atom  were  bid  all 
ttutaM  men  turo*  the  treajttrcs  of  -wijdom  and  knowledge,  and  who  was 
him  might  be-  juft  ready  to  appear,  and  diffnfe  a  glorious  light  among 
tiwe'  them  ;  And  the  great  defign  and  tendency  of  his  tefti- 

mony  was,  -that  through  his  mini  (by,  as  a  moral  and 
appointed  means,  all  forts  *  of  men  might  be  induced 
to  believe  in  Jcfus,  as  the  proper  objeft  of  their  faith, 
(ver.  12.}  whether  they  were  Pharifees ,  Sadducees ,  or 
the  common  people  among  the  Jews,  or  publicans  and 
foldiers  among  the  Gentiles . 

Ufcwmot  g  It  might  be  truly  laid  -of  John,  that,  by  the  clear- 
t*fto  bet,  nefs  of  his  preaching,  the  fervour  of  his  fpirit,  and  the 
witnefi  uf  [hat  holinefs  of  his  life,  he  was  minifteriaUy  (*  a 

i-igbt'  burning  and  /lining  light ,  {John  v.  35.)  But,  as  he 

himfelf  confe  fifed,  he  was  not  that  divine  perfon,  who, 
by  way  of  eminence,  is  (»**«#)  the  light,  from  which 
all  others  are  derived,  but  was  fent  of  God  to  (hew  him 
to  the  people,  who  really  was  £b,  and  to  allure  them 
that  he,  as  the  Sun  of  righteoufhefs,  was  then  riling  a- 
pon  them.  - 

,  ifcrwttth*  9  This  matchleft  perfon  was,  by  way  of  eminence 
true  Light,  which  and  excellence,  the  true  tight ,  in  oppoGtion  to  thefalft 
inuiThat  cometh  ^g^ts,  °f  *^e  Gentile  philofophers,  and  the  corrupted, 
into  the  *odd,  as  well  as  the  faint  typical  tight  of  the  Jews  ;  and  in 
difttnfkioo  from  John  the  Bapt #,  and  the  apoftles,  who 
bare  a  more  direct  witnefs  to  bim,  and  derived  their 
light  from  him.  He  is  indeed  the  original  fountain- 
light,  from  whom  all  kinds  of  natural  and  divine  know¬ 
ledge  are  communicated  to  every  man,  whether  Jew 
or  Gentile ,  who  has  been  partaker  of  them  in  former 
ages,  or  now  is,  or  ever  fhall  be  fo  to  the  end  of  the 
world  10  He 

NOTES. 

•  All  met  in  this  place  eannet  poflibly  umj  ihc  me  light, which,  timbtg  fan  the  trerAf, 
mean  every  individual  oT  mankind,  becinfc  tar/ightmth  $vc\ y  jecit.  And  lb  rwEfnjf 
(lie  EvangeUft  here  fpeak*  of  the  defign  of  the  vcridt  refer*  not  to  every  raiiti,  but  to 
John  the  B&ptift's  perfond  mini (Iry,  to  pre-  Chrift  ihc  true  Light,  who  is  ufually  ftitei! 


pare  Chrift  s  way,  which  minitUy  wjj  con* 
sued  to  the  Uml  of  Judea*  and  bvt  feu't 

_ f-  _  1 _ 1  1*  .  /i- _ 


0  k  that  camdb  ;  and  then  tc  moft 

peculiarly  relates  to  his  appearing  in  the 


comparatively  fpcaVmg,  beard  his  tcflimony,  world  10  fpread  the  Eight  of  thcgofpdaruoDg 
See  the  notes  on  vtr *  19,  and  chap*  iii.  10*  Gentiies*  as  well  as  or  amoirgft  all  tlut 
}  Or  theft  words  may  be  Tendered,  He  are  nitigtucaed  by  n# 
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10  He  wis  in 
the  world,  and 
th*  world  wu 
made  by  bun  ; 
and  tbe  world 
knew  him  not. 


iv  He  one 
unto  hit  own  t 
and  his  own  re* 
wcjTed  him  not. 


ie  By  him,  as  was  faid,  (ver.  3.)  the  whole  crea¬ 
tion  was  formed,  and  he  has  ever  fince  been  prefent  in 
the  world  by  his  Being  and  Providence,  upholding  all 
things  by  the  word  of  his  power ;  and  by  feveral  difpen- 
fations  of  light  and  grace  in  different  degrees  through 
all  ages.  And  yet  fuch  is  the  blindneis,  fenfuaiity, 
and  depravity  of  mankind,  that  the  Gentile  world  nei¬ 
ther  underftood  nor  owned  the  characters  of  the  Deity, 
which  heimpreffed  on  his  works,  as  the  Creatorof  all 
things  ;  nor  did  the  generality  of  men  obferve  and  be¬ 
lieve  the  charafters  of  grace,  which  he  difeovered  by 
tradition,  or  by  his  word,  as  tbe  only  Saviour. 

11  Yea,  in  the  folnefs  of  time,  he  perfonajly  appear¬ 
ed,  in  his  incarnation  land  miniftry*  among  the 
and  manifeftedhimfclf  with  more  abundant  light  and 
power,  by  his  dofbine  and  miracles  to  them)  who  were 
bis  own  people  and  property* ,  not  merely  in  common 
with  the  reft  of  the  world*  by  right  of  creation*  but 
likewife  in  a  more  peculiar  manner*  as  he  was  the  God 
of  Ijratli  and  they  were  his  covenant  and  profelfuig 
people*  and  bis  own  kindred  according  to  the  fiefb* 
(Rom.  is*  4*  j*)  And  yet  fo  ignorant*  obftinatc,  and 
perverfe,  were  the  generality  of  them*  who  were  thus 
his  own,  that  they  wilfully  rejefled  their  Creator*  their 
natural  and  fpecia]  obligations  to  him*  and  would  not 
receive  him  as  their  Mdfiah* 


t%  Eui  u  ina-  ,  12  But  there  was  a  remnant^  according  to  the  election 

hfm  nT^thcm  grac*t  [Rom*  si*  5.)  who  embraced  him  as  the  free 
gave* he  power  to  gift  of  God,  with  hearty  approbation  of  him*  and  of 
become  the  Join  the  way  of  falvation  alone  by  him*  as  their  prophet, 
thcm^thatbdLvc  Pr^»  aod  king*  and  with  an  entire  tnift  and  depen- 
P&  bit  name.  dence  upon  him  for  thetnJHves*  that  they  might  have 
life  through  him  :  And  on  all  who  thus  by  faith  recei* 
ved  him,  he  beftowed  (*£**«»}  the  dignity  and  preroga¬ 
tive,  right  and  privilege  of  being  the  children  of  God* 
not  in  name  and  title  only*  but  in  noble  difpofitions 
and  enjoyments*  whether  they  bztfewr  or  Gentile j,  wea¬ 
ker  or  flronger  believers4*  they  being  ail  tbe  children 
tf  God  by  faith  in  Gbrift  Jefus*  Gal*  iii.  2  6* 
nWbiAwere  13  He,  as  the  fountain  of  honour*  beftows  this  glo* 
1  °bL>od^  rious  privilege  on  them*  who  are  new  begotten  or  born 
'  again*  4  BOt  by  natural  defeent  or  pedigree* 

from 


MOTE. 

* Thoogb  formerly  the  adaption  pertain-  cording  to  the  dircoverles  we  have  nf  h!s 

ed  only  to  the  yer  under  the  gofpd-  perfon,  offices,  works,  and  benefits  in  his 

(late,  it  is  no  longer  confined  10  them*  be-  word.  So  to  believe  in  hll  name  is  to  be^ 

lkving  Jr«rj  and  Gwb  bdn gait  one  in  Chrifi  lieve  in  him,  which  U  the  laroc  with  twri- 

(GalvliL*8.)  And  as  the  namtoi  ving  him,  as  it  is  cacprertctf  in  the  former  par: 
Chrift  j*  often  put  far  Chrilt  himfclf,  ic*  oi  die  verJc, 
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hhod,  a  or  of  the  from  Abraham t  not  by  the  blood  of  circumctCoD,  which 
nor  of^tJ^wW  of  ***  Sgn  an<^  covv/unt  relation  to 

hai  of  Gel  Goc*  *  nor  6y  Ae  intention  of  parents  iri  begetting  them* 
nor  by  tbe  ceremonial  obfervaucts  of  JeviiJb  carnal  or* 
dinanceS]  nor  by  any  incii  nations  of  corrupt  nature, 
which,  in  a  moral  fenfe,  is  called  ficlh  ;  nor  is  it  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  way  of  man’s  wilting,  in  adopting  fiich  as 
are  in  tbemfelres  worthy  to  be  his  heirs  for  want  of  na- 
turalifliie*  nor  according  to  any  principles  of  a  natural 
man,  whereby  he  gives  a  turn  to  his  own  will,  nor  yet 
according  to  the  mere  power  of  moral  fwalion,  which 
one  man  may  ufe  with  another :  This  fpiritual  birtb  does 
not  proceed  from  any  of  thefe  principles,  which  are  in* 
deed  either  contrary  to  it,  or  iufufficiem  to  produce  it; 
bur,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  entirely  of  God,  as  the 
free,  fovereign*  and  efficacious  catife  of  that  divine  and 
heavenly  principle,  which  is  iufufed  into  believers  by 
regeneration,  that  they  might  live  in  all  righteou  fuels 
and  holinefs  to  him* 


t4  And  tba  14  And  id  'order  to  the  favmg  defign,  for  which 
ttwd  was  made  God  the  Word  appeared  on  earth,  he  was  made  man, 
•monft* *(aod  affuming  human  nature  into  perfcaal  union  with 
we  hcLirid  hi*  himfelf  *  j  and  be  tabernacled  in  flelh  with  a  divine 
glory,  the  gioiy  prefence  and  glory,  like  the  Jehovah  of  Tfrael  in  the  $ 
^gotten  of°the  Shecbiuah*  as  all  the  fulnefi  of  the  Godhead  dwelt  In 
roller,)  full  of  the  temple  of  his  body,  with  a  continued  abode  for  a 
^rjcc  md  truth,  feafon  among  ft  us  men,  and  amongft  os  particularly 
who  were  his  difciples,  till  at  length  he  removed  from 
earth  to  heaven  ;  And  his  appearance  amoogft  us,  was 
full  of  grace,  in  opposition  to  the  law,  as  a  mi nift ra¬ 
don  full  of  wrath  and  terror  f  and  as,  at  bed,  only  a 
Jbadew  of  good  things  to  come  $  and  it  was  full  of  fub- 

fiance 


n  o  n 

*  The  term  fiefi  is  often  ufed  In  feripture, 
hr  a  Sjnfcdatbtj  for  the  whole  nun,  as  in 
M&ttb  xaiv*  ii*  it*  17.  and  Ram,  iiL 
ior  and  fevend other places;  anil  G>  the  JfVJ 
or  being  mode  Jielh,  it  the  fame  In 
l~nfc  *ith  his  being  made  man,  or  having  a 
true  human  foil,  as  well  as  body  1  But  Hit 
humau  nature  js  mod  diully  colled  M,  or 
a  body,  to  exprcli  his  infinite  tooddeention 
jtid  grace  to  u  king  upon  him,  even  the  meaa- 
tff  parr  of  man,  with  all  the  natural  iofinni* 
Ik's  of  the  bnW  1  to  fhew  that  be  came  to  re* 
cover  that  fldh  from  corruption,  which  by 
Jin  was  made  obnoxious  10  death,  and 
that  not  the  fowl  only,  bat  the  body  likewife 
Ibuuld  be  railed  to  eternal  life  t  and  to  aflure 
tMthehad  a  true  human  body,  or  real 
ficlh,  in  ttppofilion  to  fuch  as,  iu  early  days, 
pretended  that  it  was  only  a  phantom  or  ap¬ 
pearance  of  flefti.  Bui  bis  being  made  fldh* 


1  E  S, 

vu  not  by  his  divine  nature's  being  changed 
into  the  human,  but  by  the  human  azure's 
being  perfonally  united  with  the  divine  in 
himfelf;  hy  which  pcrfutul  union  he  did 
not  ceafc  to  be  what  he  before*  w*  Garf* 
but  became  what  he  was  not  before,  wt.  jw.jo/ 
and  ib  both  natures  cundiiuud  bur  one  pet- 
ton  in  him.  God-man*  Accordingly  it  is 
laid,  that  he  was  mode  or  became  flcih,  as 
j&dtm  was  laid  to  be  made  or  become  a  h  /mg 
fiuL  (Gen.  ib  T-) 

5  £rK«K}Tir  tt  i?*cti rt  hr  tirril  cmojtgft  r|( 
evidently  refers  to  the  in  which 

God  dwelt  in  the  tabernacle  ibat  was  pitched 
among  the  Ifraciites*  ami  was  a  fi»tire  of  the 
iucarnatioc  of  Chrifl,  and  of  hb  abode  for. 
fame  time  on  earth,  by  vbh'h  fi«Ts  appear¬ 
ance,  in  themanifrlhiioii  oi  hU  glory  among 
men,  was  the  molt  vitiMc  and  remarkable* 
that  had  ever  been  b cloie. 
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fiance  and  truths  as  he  thereby  completely  anfwcred 
all  hi*  own  engagements*  and  was  the  end  of  the  law 
for  righteotsfnefs  to  every  one  that  believes*  and  as  all 
the  promifes,  types*  and  prophecies  were  fulfilled  in 
him  :  And  though  his  divine  glory  was  vail'd  by  his  ta¬ 
bernacling  in  flefc  amongfi  us,  yet  it  was  not  loft*  nor 
totally  hid  ;  but  we*  his  riifciples,  were  eye-witnijfn 
of  his  Majeftyt  and  beheld  by  faith*  as  well  as  with  our 
bodily  eyes*  fome  radiant  beams,  which  difeovered  the 
Saviour  and  the  God  :  We  faw  the  glory  of  his  divine 
wifdom,  power,  holinrfs,  and  grace,  which*  on  various 
occafions*  di (played  themfelves  in  him  ;  we  faw  the 
glory  of  his  Godlike  miracles,  and  of  his  foveretgn 
way  of  performing  them  ;  we  law  the  glory  that  fhone 
in  his  transfiguration*  refurrefHou,  and  afeenfion  to 
heaven  j  ftedfafily  confidered  and  obfer* 

ved  it  with  the  eloieft  attention*  and  higheft  wonder** 
as  the  glory  that  was  really  becoming  the  Son  of  God* 
and  was  proper  and  peculiar  to  him*  who  is  originally 
the  fame  in  nature  with  the  Father,  and  eternally  be¬ 
gotten  of  him,  in  fucb  ait  inconceivable  manner,  as 
none  ever  was  befides  him* 


t%  John  bare  f  Of  this  wonderful  perfon  John  the  Baplijt * 

udoLi* tIiat  G16*1  an<*  cxtraorclinnty  prophet,  was  only  the  fore- 
*  Thu  runner,  to  give  notice  of  his  coming,  and  lead  the 
people*  unto  him :  This  he  freely  owued  was  all  the 
honour  he  pretended  to  *  and  in  the  abundant  zeal,  and 
fervour  of  his  Spirit*  he  lifted  up  bis  voice*  to  proclaim 
the  incarnate  God,  faying  to  the  people,  after  he  had 
feen  Jefus  at  his  baptifrn,  The  long  looked-for  Saviour  is 
now  come  $  he  whom  I  have  ihewn  to  you  is  the  very 

perfon 


NOTES. 


*  The  panicle  as  Id  this  pbec,  h  not  d«* 
Jigncd  to  Ggnify  a  bare  rdexnhlaooe  of  the  Soo 
of  God,  bat  what  was  really  becoming  him, 
and  was  proper  to  him  :  Tnus  we  lay  of  a 
king  when  he  a£U  up  to  cbanderf  or  appears 
like  him&lf,  he  aCb  as  a  king,  or  he  appears 
as  with  the  majefty  of  a  king:  And  the  ienp- 
tore  often  ufa  iuch  forms  of  fpcecli  to  de¬ 
clare  the  reality  of  things,  and  their  ftitabb- 
neft  to  dura&r.  See  Metib*  jciv*  5,  %  Cor . 
hi*  id.  and  J v,  6*  And  bow  naiu rally 
does  this  mixed  tunGdcratton  of  Cbrift  as 
God-man,  and  as  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  account  for  all  the  high  and  low  things 
■Jut  arc  fpoken  of  him;  for  all  the  abso¬ 
lute  charefters  of  divine  glory,  that  are  1* 
feribed  to  him  as  God,  aod  for  all  die 
characters  of  weakneft  and  dependence,  that 
are  aienbed  to  him  as  man  •,  for  dl  the 
exalted  powers  and  honours  that  are  laid 
o  be  given  to  him  u  God-man  Mediator, 
land  for  all  the  infinite  capacities  he  has  to  re¬ 


ceive  thoTe  donations  from  Ids  Father,  and 
to  cxcrafe  the  powers,  and  wear  the  honours, 
that  belong  to  him  in  ihat  eonfidcration  of 
him  l  And  how  aptly  does  this  mixed  view 
of  Clirift  account  for  all  tbofc  paflages  of 
fcnpturr,  that  on  one  hand  fpeak  of  him 
absolutely  as  God,  whilfl  he  U  confidered  iq 
his  original  nature*  and  cHeniial  perfections 
and  rights  ;  and  all  thofc  places  00  the  other 
hand,  that  diftinguiih  him  from  God,  whilft 
he  is  fpoken  of  in  hu  oiSct,  as  mediator  b 
human  nature  between  God  and  man* 
f  This  and  the  next  teAtmony,  (wr.  19, 
fic,}  which  Jvb*  gave  to  Chrifl,  lccm  to 
have  been  during  the  time  of  our  Lord's 
temptation  in  the  vriLdexocfs ;  for  as  loon  u 
he  was  baptized,  he  was  Led  by  the  fpiril  in¬ 
to  the  wiLdcmed,  (Maitb.  iv,  1*  sod  Luke 
iv,  i>)  and  J*ba  faw  jdu*  coming  to  him 
again  t  the  next  day  after  the  prkfts  and 
Ltritts  from  Jm/ahm  had-  been  wiih  hint 
u  jfcrMm.  (wr.  jB*  19,  of  ibis  chapter*  1 


On  I, 


The  Rv&ngtfift  John  parnphrajed  ayt 


Tim  m  he  of  pcrfon  of  whom  I  before  told  you,  that  be  indeed  apt* 
whom  I  rpake,*  pears  after  me  in  the  excrcife  of  his  miniftry,  but  is 
cvcrY  way  my  faperior  in  himfelf,  and  in  his  office  too  ; 
ferrcd  before  b>c?  he  is  fo  not  barely  in  my  elteem,  but  likewife  in  the 
£or  he  uru  before  account  of  hts  Father,  and  of  all  the  prophets  who 
wrote  of  him  *  and  he  (hall  be  fo  in  the  account  of  all 
rhofe  whom  he  wilt  fend  to  bear  witnefs  to  him,  and 
of  all  that  believe  in  him  :  And  it  is  highly  fit  that  be 
fbould  be  preferred  before  me  ;  for  he  had  an  eternal 
eiide nee  as  a  divine  pcrfon  with  the  Father,  and  was 
fet  up  from  everlaftmg  in  his  uffict>ch  a  rafter,  before  alt 
worlds,  and  therefore  undoubtedly  before  1  bare  wit* 
nets  of  him,  and  before  I  was  born* 
i3  And  of  hh  16  And  as  *  he  is  fuperior  in  dignity  to  John^  fo  he 

w^reoclvttt^ftnd  *9  *n  ^u^ne^3  anc*  frfficiencyto  all  apoftlea  and  New- 
jracc for  ^ race.  Teftament  believers ;  he  receives  nothing  from  them, 
but  they  derive  all  from  him  :  For  as  he  has  an  cflenti- 
al  fulnefs  of  all  divine  perfections,  as  the  God  who  in* 
habits  the  man  Jcfus;  fo  he  has  a  communicative  Ful¬ 
nefs  treafurtd  up  in  him,  by  the  Father's  appointment 
and  his  own  merit,  as  the  head  of  the  church  :  And 
of  this  inctxhauftible  fulnefs  all  of  us,  who  believe  in 
him,  have  received,  and  continue  to  receive  all  fpiri* 
tual  hleflings,  mnlti  plied  one  upon  another,  according 
to  our  capacities  and  wants,  as  an  empty  vefTel  receives 
the  water  that  is  poured  into  it  from  the  fountain  ;  and 
wt  receive  abundance  of  grace,  as  a  beggar  receives 
an  alms,  from  the  treafures  of  hts  grace,  heap  upon 
heap,  according  to  the  meafure  of  his  gift ;  and  all 
that  we  derive  from  his  fulnefs,  is  anfwerable,  in  na~ 
ture  and  kind,  to  the  grace  which  is  in  him  ;  fo  that 
it  bears  the  image  of  his  grace,  as  the*  wax  does  of  the 
Teal,  line  for  line  §* 

17  Foftfackw  i y  This  divine  perfon  is  likewife  fuperior  to  Mofis  : 
visgivu  fejMu-  por  more  than  that  famous  law  giver  could 

1  do ;  and  the  glory  of  his  miniftration  exceb  that  which 
was  under  him*  Mofis  indeed,  as  a  mini  Her  of  the 
law,  delivered  the  mind  and  will  of  God  to  the  Jews^ 
in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  circumftances,  in  a  mini* 
Aiation  of  death  and  condemnation,  and  in  obfeure 


NOTES* 


typed 


*  Some1  fuppoli  that  this  and  the  tm  fol¬ 
io  win  jf  verfes  are  Jafai  tfa  Baptifi's  further 
left  Miami  jr  ooncemmg  Chrift :  But  they  fcccn 
to  be  rather  the  fivangdifTs  own  words  as 
appears  by  the  variations  of  the  word  <  them* 
ftlvis,  and  the  propriety  of  tbeir  application 
to  CJiriftians,  rather  than  to  hearers, 

who  were  moftir  ignorant  of  Christ  ur^d  had, 
«  that  tlcnc,  received  Jittlcoraotidog^om 


him;  as  alfo  by  the  agreement  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  and  ferentpenth  vcnV%  with  what  rbe 
Evan ^cli ft  had  faai,  t/  tr,  l*,  aud  further 
fry*,  wr,  10  and  i  Jtilin  iv.  u. 

§  Tliefe  I  lake  to  be  the  moft  genuine* 
fenfesof  this  esprefTion*  The  reader  may 
fie  fiveral  other  iunwpi'etstioiss  in 
oq  the  place* 


fb,  but  grace 
ai>d  trail]  came 
by  JcTu*  Chiift, 


The  EvangeSjt  Johjt  parapbra/ett 


Cbt  i» 


tfi  No  man 
bath  fees  God  at 
any  ttac s  the  on¬ 
ly  begotten  Son, 
which  is  in  the 
Worn  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  he  hath  de¬ 
clared  Urn* 


to  And  this  b 
the  record  of 
John,  when  the 
Jew* 


types  and  figures,  which  were  inefficient  to  make  the 
worfliippers  perfect :  But  the  incarnate  Son  of  God  t$ 
the  Lord  and  giver  of  the  better  things  of  the  gofpel, 
has  brought  in  the  richeft  and  plained  difeovrries  of 
divine  love  and  grace,  and  is  the  real  Jubilance  of  all 
JudaicaJ  types  and  predictions,  as  they  are  accomplifh- 
ed  in  and  by  him j  and  all  the  great  and  good  things, 
which  he  is  come  to  bring  in,  proceed  from  bis  grace, 
and  have  their  performance  from  his  truth,  in  d  mini- 
11  ration  of  life  and  righteoulheft* 

1 8  Yea,  this  adorable  perfon  is  fuperior  to  all  crea^ 
tures  what  foe  ver,  and  his  revelation  excels  all  that  any 
other  could  be  fuppofed  to  make*  No  mere  man  could 
ever  fee  the  invifible  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  and  no 
mere  creature,  (  »r)  not  one,  whether  man  or  angel, 
was  ever  privy  to  God’s  counfeh,  as  they  lye  in  his 
own  mind,  or  ever  knew  any  thing  of  them  but  by 
revelation :  But  the  Eternal  Word,  having  communion 
with  the  Father  in  Godhead,  and  in  counfels,  perfectly 
under  Hands  him,  and  all  his  defignsj  he  being,  in  an 
ineffable  and  peculiar  manner,  his  only  begotten  Son, 
of  the  fame  nature  with  the  Father,  and  mtinudy  dear 
to  him,  is,  as  he  alway3  was,  and  will  be,  intimately 
prefect  with  him,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his 
whole  heart,  like  a  hofom-friend,  the  Father  being  hi 
bimf  and  be  in  the  Father ,  ( John  xiv,  10.)  He  accord¬ 
ingly  has  revealed  all  that  is  known,  or  was  needful  to 
be  known  concerning  him,  and  particularly  relating  to 
his  infinite  witdom  and  grace  in  the  redemption  and 
falvarion  of  loft  Tinners  ;  whatever  the  prophets  of  old, 
and  his  forerunner  John9  have  bid  about  thefe  things, 
was  by  his  Spirit;  and  now  he  himfelf  has  come  to 
make  fttll  further  difeoveries  of  them  in  his  own  per- 
fonal  mintftry,  and  with  Hill  greater  evidence  and  ex¬ 
tent  by  his  Spirit  in  the  apoftles,  whom  he  lent  forth 
in  his  name. 

19  And*,  at  another  time,  John  the  Baptijl  gave 
the  following,  teftimony  concerning  Jefus,  when  the 
great  council  of  the  Jews  at  Jeru/alem  fent  to  him : 
They  having  beard  much  of  Johri%  fame,  and  how  he 
was  honoured  among  tbi  people,  for  the  ftrifhiefi  of 
his  life,  the  excellence  of  his  doftrine,  and  the  fo- 
Icmnity  of  his  baptifm,  deputed  Tome  of  their  number, 

who 


N  o 

*  They  vho  take  the  forriroine  vrrfcs  to 
be  Jflfin'j  uftimony,  fuppofe  mat  lliii  record 
lxfc™  to  whit  va  then  ft  id:  But  1  rather 
thitfk  that  the  hiiWry  U  hen  TwHumed*  and 


T  E. 

that  this  refer*  to  what  follows,  u\  the  dif- 
centric  between  John  tad  the  meLlba^crs  from 
Jtrufgltm*  dec  the  notes  on  vtr*  if,  ml 
16, 


JewS  fcai  pricftf 
udicvlua  fro  m 
Jevn&lw  to  ftik 
Aiqi  *  WHo  art 
thou  ? 

to  A*~d  be  too- 
£cfCrd#  and  deakil 
Aot ;  bat  confef- 
1  am  aot  the 
ChitfL 


it  And  they 
uked  Iiiin,  WJi>t 
ther>?  Art  thou 
Ellas?  And  h* 
faith  I  am  not. 
Art  thou  that 
prophet  ?  And  he 
aaiwered,  Mi 


ii  Then  Aid 
thty  onto  him, 
Who  art  thou? 
that  we  raaj  give 
an  anfwtr  to 
thorn  that  fent 
:  w1i»l  kytft 
thou  erf  ibylaff 


>3  Re  AM,  I 
4b  » he  voice  of 
one  crying  in  the 
wildmKfa,  Make 
ftraight  the  way 
of  the  Lord,  as 
£utl  the  prophet 
Efuas. 


14  And  they 
chieh  were  fent 

*cre  of  the  Ph»- 

rifeet 


Voi.  II. 


The  Ebangrlift  John  parapbHfei,  v}$ 

who  were  priefts  and  Levites,  men  of  high  secount 
for  their  piety  and  knowledge  in  the  law,  to  examine 
him  about  the  charader  he  aflunied,  and  to  demand  of 
him  whether  be  profefltd  to  be  the  Mcffiah  or  not. 

20  To  this  inquiry  John  anfwered  in  plain  terms, 
and  with  great  earneftnefs,  freely  confefling,  and  by 
no  means  denying  tbe  truth ;  and  (**J)  what  he  fo 
ftrongly  confriTed  was,  that  he  neither  was,  nor  ever 
pretended  to  be  the  Melfiah,  nor  would  have  any  one 
entertain  a  thought  of  him  at  if  he  were. 

2t  Hereupon  they  further  alked  him.  What  then  do 
you  profefs  to  be  i  Are  you  the  great  prophet  Elijah  tbe 
Tijhbitet  who  our  do&ors  fay  is  to  appear  in  perfon 
immediately  before  the  coming  of  the  Meffiah  ?  to 
this  be  anfwexed.  No,  I  am  not  that  Elias  whom  ye  ex- 
pc&.  They  replied.  Are  you  then.  Jeremiah,  at  any 
one  of  the  ancient  prophets,  (Matth.  xvi.  14. J  who 
before  the  coming  of  EEai  wc  exped  will  rife  from 
the  dead  ?  to  which  he  frankly  anfwered  again,  No,  I 
am  nor. 

22  Then,  like  perfon s  that  knetir  not  what  to  think 
of  him,  they  fatd,  If  you  are  none  of  thefe,  who  do 
you  pretend  to  be?  we  inlift  on  a  direct  anfwer,  that 
we  may  know  what  account  to  give  of  you  to  the  fan* 
tied  rim,  by  whole  authority  we  are  come,  and  to  whom 
we  muft  make  our  report.  As  for  us,  we  cannot  i- 
magine  who  you  are,  or  by  what  authority  you  take  u- 
pon  you  at  this  rate,  tell  us  therefore  in  plain  terms 
what  yoa  call  yourfelf,  and  what  fort  of  commilSon  it 
is  that  you  pretend  to. 

23  To  this  their  peremptory  deniand  John  replied, 
I  am  tbeMeffiab's  baibinger,  whom  Ifaiah ,  [chap.  xl.  3.) 
deferibed  in  prophecy,  as  the  voice  of  him  that  cries  in 
the  wilder nefs,  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  tbe  Lord,  make 
jlra.il  in  the  defart  a  high  way  for  our  God .  Ye  fee  that 
I  appear  in  the  wildemefs,  and  not- in  populous  places, 
like  one  who  feeks  his  own  glory;  and  my  fpecial  com- 
million  is  to  lay  rayAlf  out  with  Zealand  fervour,  in  rec¬ 
tifying  the  errors  of  tbe  people,  and  making  way,  by  my 
do&rine  and  baptifm  of  repentance,  for  their  receiving 
the  MelBah,  who  is  IfraeF s  Jebdvah,  and  whom  I  open- 
ly  proclaim,  as  jolt  ready  to  appear  among  you- 

24  Now  it  is  to  be  obi'erved,  that  thefe  meflengers 
from  the  council  to  John,  were  of  the  fed  of  the  Pha* 
rifieSf  who  were  a  captious  fort  of  people,  wonderful 
tenacious  of  their  ceremonies  and  traditions,  and  fuch 
proud  felf- judiciaries,  as  thought  they  needed  no  rc* 
penranee. 

t  S  25  And 
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-  %S  And  they 
alkcd  litm,  and 
£iid  unto  lii*s 
vtiy  ttaptiuji 
thou  tlicn*  ]f 
thtfii  be  not  tliiit 
Cirifi,  nor 
Hither  that  pro¬ 
phet  ? 


itf  John  an- 
fu'ered  t!;ccnr  (ky* 
ing,  f  baptize 
with  water :  but 
llwc  fljudtth  one 
imoi'^yoirwhom 
ye  k:.ow  not; 

%1  He  it  is, 
who  coming  *ficr 

me  is  pirfcrred 
before  me,  whole 
fbucs  Utchet  i  am 
not  worthy  tooit- 
boie. 


aB-TIwfrtftltigs 
were  done  ia  lb- 
ihahara  beyond 
Jordan,  wlitre 
John  was  bapti- 


The  nm 
diy  John  Teeth 
jc: ns  coming  un¬ 
to  him*  and  faith, 
Ikhvld  the -Lamb 
.  of 


25  And  therefore  they  expofiulated  with  him,  faying* 
If  this  is  all  that  you  pretend  to  be,  what  is  the  reafon 
of  your  making  fo  many  profelytes,  and  baptizing  them 
into  your  new  do&rine  ?  A  mere  harbinger  farelg  baa 
no  right  to  fet  up  for  himfetf  as  you  do,  and  to  make 
fitch  extraordinary  innovations  as  thrfe:  Since  then  you 
confcfs,  that  you  are  neither  the  Mtjfiab,  nor  Elias,  nor 
Jeremiah,  nor  any  other  of  the  antlent  prophets  raifed 
from  the  dead,  we  wonder  at  your  preemption,  and 
would  fain  know  by  what  authority  you  do  thefe  things* 

36,  27  John  replied,  Ye  greatly  miftake  rhe  matter:  I 
do  not  make  difciples  to  myfelf,  nor  baptize  them  into 
the  profeffion  of  any  new  dodrine  of  my  own  :  1  only 
baptize  with  water,  as  a  fign  and  emblem  of  a  better 
baptlfm.  But  there  is  one*  who  already  lives  among 
you,  and  lately  flood  at  *  Jordan  in  the  midft  of  you* 
{"<"*►*  jt  terj-iuun<)  tho’  he  has  not  yet  fully  appeared  in 
his  publie  character,  aod  ye  have  not  known  him;  he 
will  fhortlybaptizehis  difciples  with  the  Holy  Ghoft;  and 
my  great  bufinefs  is  to  confign  the  people  over  to  him, 
that  tbey  may  receive  him,  and  his  do£trlne,  together 
with  all  the  fiipernaturat  gifts,  and  graces,  and  blef- 
fings  of  his  kingdom :  He  is  that  Divine  perfon,  of 
whom  1  have  before  publicly  declared,  (ver,  it.)  that, 
though  he  fucceeds  ms  in  the  mauifeftation  of  htmfelf, 
and  in  the  excreifc  of  his  office;  yet  he  is  infinitely 
more  excellent  than  me,  and  bad  an  eternal  exigence 
before  me,  who  does  not  deferre  to  be  employed  in  the 
meaneft  office  about  him,  no,  not  fo  much  as  to  take  off 
his  Ihoes:  But  as  I,  though  unworthy,  have  the  honour 
of  God’s  commiffion  td  be  his  forerunner,  according  to 
Jfahih's  prophecy,  I  have  fufficienr  authority  in  this1 
manner  to  make  difciples  unto  him,  and  this  is  all  that 
I  pretend  to. 

28  This  conversion,  between  John  and  the  meflen- 
gvrs  from  Jerafaiem ,  was  held  publicly  at  Betbabara, 
which  figniftes  the  houfe  $ pajfage,  and  lay  a  little  be¬ 
yond  that  pate  of  Jar  Jan,  where  people  tiled  to  go  over 
it,  and  which  was  the  place  where  John  had  been  for 
fome  time  baptizing  the  multitudes  that- came  to  turn. 

29  The  next  day  after  this,  John  feeing  Jcfus,  who 
then  returned  hack  from  the  wildemels,  (fee  the  no:e 
00  ver.  15.)  pointed  to  him,  and  faid  to  the  people 
then  prefen:.  Behold,  here  is  the  very  perfon  of  whom 
I  have  fpoke  fo  much,  now  appearing  before  your  eyes; 
look  with  attention  upon  him,  and  look  by  faith  unto 
him,  for  the.'remiftion  of  (ins  ;  receive,  admire,  and 
prize  him,  who  is,  by  way  of  eminence  and  preference 

to 


CL  I. 

of  God,  which 
uketh  away  (bo 
fin  at  the  worliL* 


3d  T1»i*  is  h» 
of  whom  L  frd» 
After  me  comcth  a 
mm*  which  is  pre* 
trrml  before  me; 
For  he  «a*  before 
me. 


31  Andihnev 
him  not  1  Bat 
thafhcJhovId  be 
made  nlanifeA  to 
lirad*  therefore 
am  [  come  bapti¬ 
zing  with  rater. 


31  And  John 
tire  record,  fry¬ 
ing 
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to  all  others,  the  Lamb  of  God ;  this  15  the  true  and 
only  tffc&ual  propitiatory  Sacrifice*  chofen,  fet  apart, 
and  Tent  of  God,  devoted  to  him,  and  accepted  by  him, 
and  prefigured,  as  by  all  the  typical  facrificcs  cf  atone¬ 
ment,  fo  particularly  bythepafchal  lamb*  and  rhofethat 
were  offered  for  a  continual  burnt~cffer'mg%  every  morn - 
ing  and  evening*  (Exod>  Mix.  38,  42.)  Behold,  God 
has  now  provided  amoft  excellent  Lamb  for  himfclf, 
which  is  no  other  than  this  holy,  meek*  and  humble 
Jefus,  a  Lamb  without  bUmifb7  and  without  /pot *  vjho 
was  fore-ordained  before  the  foundation  of  the  wor/Jj  but 
ts  now  manifejied \  (1  Pet*  i.  ip,  20.)  to  take  away  the 
giriltandpunifhmentj  power  and  pollution  of  all  fin,  both 
original  anda£tual,  and  that  with  abiding  efficacy  from 
everyone, whether?^/ or  £?«rfj7tf,ih3t  believes  in  him  ** 

30  This  is  the  great  Meffiah;  fee  there  he  comes, 
of  whom  ye  have  heard  me  fay  before,  that  a  mighty 
man,  (*^p)  the  man  of  GoiPs  right  hand7  whom  he  hat 
made Jirong  for  bimfetfy  and  the  man  his  follow  9  {Pfol* 
lxM*  17*  and  Zecb>  xiii*  7*)  was  juft  ready  to  appear 
after  me,  as  his  forerunner;  a  man  every  way  fupc.ior 
in  excellence,  dignity  and  authority,  to  myfelf,  and  in- 
deed  God  as  well  as  man,  and  therefore  infinitely  to  bo 
preferred  to  me;  for  he  had  a  divine  and  eternal  evid¬ 
ence  before  I  bad  a  being* 

31  And,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  in  all  the  former  part 
of  my  life  and  mini  (try,  1  had  no  manner  of  perfonal 
acquaintance  or  correfpondence  with  him,  to  bias  me 
in  his  favour,  or  to  give  me  the  leaft  opportunity  of 
concerting  any  meafures  with  him,  about  going  before 
him,  to  give  teftimony  concerning  him:  Bur,  accor¬ 
ding  to, my  commifiion  from  above,  I  at  firft  only  de¬ 
clared  (as  ye  all  know)  that  .the  Mefliah  would  quick¬ 
ly  appear  among  you;  and  the  reafonof  my  baptizing 
with  water  into  the  faith  of  him  was,  to  awaken  your 
expectation  of  it,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  more 
particular  andexprefs  difeovery  of  him  afterwards  to  his 
people  Jfraelf  that  they  might  then  take  fpecial  notice 
of  him,  and  might  own  and  believe  in  him. 

32  And  the  way  in  which  I  myfelf  came  to  know 


*  The  terms  world %  All  inj  the  like,  iq  Jithn  tkt  TSaptJfi'%  oiirtiflfy,  tfbfti  he  dcrla- 
when  ufal  to  denote  the  per&ns  concerned  red  that  aUfttfn  fwddftt  thcjblvethn  cf  Gut} 
i  11  the  faring  benefiu  of  CnrUV*  death,  moft  and  when  the  Kma*  JbbUert  and  pUhlieand 
generally  fignily  m  (he  writings  of  the  New  Came  to  he  baptized  of  him*  <J,  ji, 

Tdlawcm,  and  particularly  of  our  Evui^-  i),  14.)  And  here  heiccms  to  lp<ak  of  the 
till,  nut  every  individual  of  mankind,  but  aO  Lamb  of  God,  as  taking  away  the  fan  of  the 
nations,  id  chili  ve  of  Grufi/ej^aswcllas  Jews*  world,  in  opposition  to  cite  typical  brnbr 
f  fee  the  notn  on  ver,  7.  and  chiit>+  iiL  1 G.  thji  were  ofT.+^cd  in  the  ftjjd  tlic 
A  vf'y  Arly  jatwn£tVm  of  which* was  *rv«i 
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vj6 

in^  1  fiw  the 
Spirit  ddccndin^' 
from  humi  like 
a  duvtt  and  u  a- 
botlc  upon  him. 

33  And  l  knew 
him  no: :  Bui  he 
that  font  me  to 
baptize  with  wb* 
lcrt  the  £une  bid 
udio  me,  Upon 
whom  them  (halt 
fee  the  Spirit  4e* 
ftrnHingt  and  re* 
mafaiug  on  him, 
the  lame  i*  he 
which  hoptititK 
with  the  Holy 
Gboft. 

34  And  1  f«rt 
and  hare  record 
that  tint  u  the 
tfou  of  God* 


jf  Again,  the 
next  day  after, 
John  flood,  and 
two  of  bit  dUci- 
plcir 

3d  And',  look* 
iag  upon  jelof  ar 
he  walked,  he 
faith  t  Behold  dM 
Lamb  of  God. 


77  Aid  the  two 
difciplc*  heard 
B*m  fpcak,  and 
they  followed  Je- 
fcc. 

j9  Then'Jefus 
turned,  aud  law 
them  folWmgy 
and  faiih  unto 
Ckc bj>  Whatieek 
yc? 
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this  very  perron  to  be  the  Mefltab,  was  by  tbe  beaven’j 
opening  in  my  (fght,  -and  the  Spirit  of  God  defending 
in  a  vifible  appearance,  and  hovering  over  Jefus,  after 
the  manner  or  a  dove,  till  it  relied  upon  his  head.  (See 
the  note  on  Mattb,  lii.  i6'.) 

33  Before  this  time,  I  again  infill  upon  it,  that  I  had 
no  manner  of  pcrfonal  knowledge  of  him:  But  the 
fame  God  who  comraiffioned  me  to  baptize  with  wa~ 
ter,  revealed  to  me  Jiktwife,  wben  Jefus  was  coming  to 
my  baptifm,  that  I  fhould  prefemiy  know  the  true  Mef- 
fiahbyaeeirain  miraculous  token,  faying.  On  whom- 
foeverye  (Hall  fee  the  Spirit  viftbly  defeendiog  and  red¬ 
ing  upon  his  head,  he,  and  no  other,  is  mine  anointed, 
who  (hall  baptize  his  difciples  with  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

34  Accordingly,  I  plainly  faw  tbe  Spirit  descending: 
and  lighting  in  that  vilible  form  upon  Jefus,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  which  gave 
a  Bill  further  teftimony  to  him,  faying,  (Mattb,  iii.  17.) 
This  it  mj  beloved  Son,  in  inborn  lam  twtf pkafed :  And 
being  hereby  fully  fatisfied,  that  the  extraordinary  fig- 
nal  before  given  was  then  csadtly  anfwered,  I  imme¬ 
diately  drd,  and  could  not  but  declare,  that  this  very* 
perfon,  who  now  appears  among  you,  is  indeed  the 
eternal  Son  of  God,  and  the  true  Mefliah  ;  and  thence¬ 
forward  I  have,  on  all  oceafions,  iblemnly  repeated  that 
rellimony  concerning  him. 

3j  On  the  day  immediately  after  this,  John  was  a- 
gain-  teaching  and  baptizing  the  people  ;  and  two  of  bis 
difciples,  who  were  not  only  hearers  but  believers  of 
his  doQrine,  were  with  him  : 

36  And,  Jcfss  palling  by  in  their  Gght  a  fecund  time, 
Jofniy  defignmg  particularly  to  make  him  known  to 
thofe  two  difciples,  fried  hu  eyes  upon  him,  and  (aid  to 
them,  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  company,  Obferve, 
there  the  perfon  now  appears  again  :  See,  there  he  walks  f 
look  by  faith  to  him',  who,  as  I  yeftefday  told  you,  is  or¬ 
dained  and  fent  of  God  to  he  the  only  true  propitiatory 
Sacrifice,  as  a  fpotlefsLambof  hfe  own  providing,  that  ye 
might  believe,  and  receive  remiffion  of  fins  thro*  him. 

37  And,  upon  hearing  John  repeat  thefe  words,  the- 
two  difciples  looking  were  enlightned,  and  their  hearts 
were  touched  and  moved  to  go  afrer  Jefus,  that  they 
might  be  particularly  acquainted  with  him. 

3&  Then  he,  who  obferves  and  encourages  the  firft 
motions  of  the  foul  toward  himfelf,  turned  about;  and 
feeing  them'  come  after  him,  began  a  free  and  friendly 
conversion  with  them,  faying,  What  is  the  defign  of 
your  thus  following  me  ?  What  is  your  petition  ?  Come, 
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ye?  They  fitd 
unto  him,  RaKbi, 
(which  ii  to  &y, 
bdni  interpre* 
ted,  Hatter,) 
when  dwclbu 
thou? 


3f  He  filth  no¬ 
lo.  them.  Gome 
a  lid  fee-  They 
cunt  tod  to 
when  he  dwelt, 
tod  abode  with 
him  that  day:  for 
it  was  about  the 
tenth  hour. 


40  One  of  (he 
two  which  heard 
John  fp*&K  tad 
fallowed  bin,  vat 
Andrew,  Simon 
Peter’*  brother. 

4iHefcft6*d* 
eth  hi*  own  bto- 
ihtr  Simon,  ud 
nmo  him, 
We 


tell  me  what  ye  want,  and  it  fhall  be  done  unto  you* 
They  replied  with  great  efteem  and  veneration,  *  Rab- 
bi,  by  wbat  we  have  beard  from  John  the  Baptifl ,  vc 
look  upon  you  to  be  a  great  matter  in  Ifrael,  and  beg 
leave  to  watt,  upon  yon  at  home,  or  (*  wherever 
you  lodge  or  flay  any  time,  that  we  may  be  farther  ac¬ 
quainted  with  yon,  add  fully  ulbatted  in  tbe  things 
that  belong  to  our  peace. 

39  Thereupon  Jefus,  to  fiiew  hU  wiiiingnefs  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  that  come  to  him*  adedionarcly  invited  them 
to  go  along  with  him,  that*  according  to  their  defire, 
they  might  have  bis  company  and  counsel,  might  know 
whereto  havcrceourfe  to  him,  and  might  fee  by  the 
meannels  of  bis  habitation*  that  no  great  things  for 
this  world  were  to  be  expe&ed  from  him  :  And  they,  en* 
couraged  by  bis  grace,  went  and  faw  his  place  of  abode, 
and  were  fo  taken  with  him,  that  they  thought  it  good 
for  them  to  be  there  *  and  they  tarried  with  him  all  the 
remainder  of  that  day*  it  being  then*  according  to  the 
Raman  way  of  reckoning*  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning  t* 

4>  Now  one  of  tbe  two  difctples  of  John*  who  was 
induced  in  this  maimer  to  follow  Jefus,  by  what  they 
had  bend  their  matter  fay  concerning  him,  was  Andrea/* 
the  brother  of  Simrt,  who  was  afterwards  Gmamed 
Peter  §. 

41  Andrcvi'%  heart  being  much  affefted  with  tbe 
convincing  and  engaging  difcoverics  that  be  had  re¬ 
ceived  in  bis  converfes  with  Jefus,  immediately  went 
in  fearch  of  bis  frieods  and  relations,  that  he  might 
brine  them  into  an  acquaintance  with  Chrift:  And  fit  ft 
of  all  meeting  with  his  brother  Simon  **,  he  told  him, 
with  great  earnettnds  and  ecftacy,  That  be  and  another 


NOTES. 

v  vraji  title  of  high  rffixft.by  which  But  the  fnnner  wtonnt  appear*  molt  pro- 
it  ns  ufuaJ  to  compliment  the  doft or*  or  table  to  me,  a*  mow  agreeable  tot  hi*  Evwgf- 
teachers  of  tliofc  day* ;  arid  thefe  diftiplet  of  lift1*  way  of  reckoning  the  hour  in  other  pU- 
J*h*  £lmiog  Chrift  under  thin  appellation,  cc $•  See  tha  note  on  Mart  xv.  a  j* 
was  at  once  an  honourable  way  of  addtdSog  $  And  tbe  other  probably  uas  7 tin  Mm* 
him,  and  aa  intioiation^f  ibdr  defire  to  be  writer  of  lilt  gofpcl,  who  uAialiy 

uugTit  by  him.  conceals  his  own  name.  This  di&ple  and 

■f  It  frema  chat  ibis  ETOtgelirt!  writing  Andrew  were  called  before  frier ;  and 
after  rhe  dcftrtktiua  of  Jernfitem^ commonly  drew  vu  the  means  «f  hrinffiuF.  Ptier  lo 
«fc*  ihc  /To»w*  compulation  of  the  bom*  of  Chrift,  in  Head  of  bringing  him, 

ihe  ddy,  aa  hew,  and  to  fJkrp.  W*  d,  s*-  and  **  Or  dm  firft  finding  of  Peter  may  relate, 
mx,  14*  and  fo  tbe  tenth  hour  isten  o'clock  either  to  Andrew' s  finding  him  before  rite 
in  the  morning;  Bot  others  think,  with  Dr.  oilier  dlfrtplc  had  met  with  Mm;  or  before 
TJgbtfiitf  that  ne  follows  tbe  Jtvdfi  compo*  that  other  difciplc  had  found  any  of  his  owtx 
tation,  and  Jo  make  the  tenth  boor  to  he  ftwr  friends  to  bring  them  to  Jefus :  For  as  ftxm 
o*dock  in  tbe  afternoon ;  and  the  doctor  fnp-  as  the  grace  of  <W1  reached  thefc  dmiplts* 
pofrt  that  thefe  di/ciples  abode  with  Chrft  beans,  they  were  <!dimus  that  it  might  fpread 
,dl  that  night,  ami  that  the  next  day  was  the  r in  the  beam  of  jjH  thriv  friend*  too* 
iibfaitbj  criikh  they  lfac*lfe  fprni  'A Uh  him* 
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.We  hare  f'Hiti'l 

fbeMt'ffijs,  which 

Is  inter-' 

|irHedjthu  CJmft. 


41  And  he 
brought  him  to 
ji'iu*.  AikI  vlim 
Jefiis  beheld  h;w 
he  Grid,  Thrift 

Simon  the  foci  of 
Jonah  MhonHialt 
tf  called  Ccplw, 
which  is,  by  in- 
terp  relation  ,  * 

ftanc. 


4?  The  day 
folio  whig,  Jrriij 
iron  hi  gp  forth 
into  Galt  Ice,  and 
findetli  Philip, 
pud  faith  unco 
hip,  follow  me. 


44  Now  fhllip 
of  flerhi:rids 
ihc  city  of  An- 
di<!w  and  Peter* 


of  John**  difciples  had  been  directed  by  their  matter  to* 
had  been  in  company  with*  and  were  fully  fatisfied  that 
they  had  at  length  found  the  great  and  proraifed  Redeem¬ 
er  of  Ifratlt  who*  in  the  Hebrew  language*  was  (tiled 
the  Mefliah,  which  is  of  the  fame  Ggrufication  with  the 
Greek  word*  the  Chrift*  or  the  anointed  *, 

42  And  Andrew^  having  recommended  the  Saviour 
in  the  heft  manner  he  could  to  his.  brother  Sim$nt  con¬ 
duced  him  to  Jelus}  who*  taking  particular  notice  of 
him*  (hewed  that  he  thoroughly  knew  him,  though  a 
ftrangcr,  laying*  Your  present  name,  which  fignifies  2 
hearer  or  learner*  is  Simm3  and  you  are  the  fon  of  Jo¬ 
nah  :  But  hereafter  you  (hall  be  more  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  Cephas  in  the  Syriac^  or  of  Peter  in 
the  Greek  tongue*  which  Ggnifiesf  a  rock  or  (lone; 
and  fo  will  better  exprefa  your  religious  temper  and  be* 
hnviour*  as  a  firm  believer  in  me,  a  ftedfaft  maintain* 
er  of  my  gofpel,  and  a  patient  fufferer  for  it* 

43  Our  Lord*  having  now  be^un  to  make  difctples 
to  himfelf*  was  fo  intent  upon  this  work,  that  the  very 
next  day  be  went  into  the  province  of  Galilee^  to  fearch 
and  find  out  his  (beep:  And  there*  meeting  with  Pbu 
fipt  he  firft  began  with  him*  and,  in  bis  preventing 
mercy,  (aid  to  him*  Come  along  with  me*  yield  your- 
felf  up  to  my  authority  and  grace,  counfel  and  con- 
duC*  and  follow  my  example  ;  and  his  words  were  at* 
tended  with  fuch  divine  tight  and  power*  as  made  an 
effectual  impreffion  upon  Philip's  heart ;  fo  that  be  was 
immediately  brought  over  to  thrift,  and  became  one 
of  his  difciples* 

44  Now  this  Philip  lived  at  Seth/aiJa  5,  which  was 
funs  ted  on  the  eaft  of  the  lake  of  Gennefareth ,  and  was 
a  very  wicked  place*  {Matth.  xi,  21.) ;  and  y«  even 
here  God  had  fome  chofen  veflcls*  Andrew  and  Peter 
being  tike  wife  inhabitants  of  this  city*  and  called  from 
thence* 


N  O  ' 

v  As  the  3M:en!  prophets,  p Hefts,  and 
kings  were  anointed  to  ihcirrefprftive  offices, 
this  title,  feeing  by  «iy  of  eminence  applied 
to  our  Imt d,  intimates  that  they  were  types 
of  him,  and  that  GodJrisFathcr  arwintalhim 
with  his  Spirit  above  mcafurc  for  chcdrftbarge 
of  all  thofc  office*, 

+  ft  i5  ob&rvable  that  this  Evanndift  gives 
ns  the  interpretation  of  ih c  aiid  Sy¬ 

riac  w*oi\ls  in  the  Grrd,  more  frequently 
l^n  any  uhbc  other  cvangelifts  ;  the  rtafbn 
of  uhicti  lc^«is  to  be,  that  he  wrote  after  rlif 
dcifruthon  of  the  nation,  :tnd  after 

r,u  ty  of  :Jic  w«c  ulkd*  when  (lie 


■  E  $. 

Grtck  was  mare  commonly  nfed,  and  t haft 
other  languages  were  Ich  known  than  ihi-y 
bad  been  before* 

$  ZfetAorrjn  his  G&gr,  Setr*  fp&ks  of 
Rribfai'te*  as  Unifying  a  houft  of  fifiring. 

I'r  lightfat  in  hi*  harmony  fays  w  us*  a 
place  of  hunting,  becaufe  it  flood  m  or  near 
the  tribe  of  Naptba&j  which  abounded  »ilh 
deer:  And  :hts  which  was  at  fhit  but  a  little 
town  or  villtge,  was  afterwards  changed  by 
phi  ftp  tht  T<rrarchr  into  the  Ible  of  a  city, 
which  he  called  Jfrjht,  In  honour  of  Gepn** 
^Tighter* 


Cb*  i. 


41  Pbdlqv  find* 

ctb  Nathanael, 

and  faith  natty 

hmf  We  hrr 
found  him  of 
whom  Moftt  in 
the  law,  and  the 
prophets,  did 
wriie^  jcius  oJ 
N:23icih,thejuii 
Iff  joftph. 


4<  And  N 

ihaiiatl  faid  Qitto 
him,  Can  there 
any  good  thing 
corns  out  of  Na¬ 
zareth?  Philip 
faith  unto  him. 
Come  and  fee. 


47  JeftiS  fiw 
h'sthsnul  com* 
in;*  to  him*  and 
faith  of  him,  Be¬ 
hold  an  Ifnditc 
inifod,  in  whom 
U  no  guilt. 


Tie  Ev&ngefift  John  paraphrafed.  ijp 

45  Philip  having  been  folly  convinced  that  Jefus  was 
indeed  the  Chrift,  as  the  other  difciples  had  been  be* 
fore,  he  likewife  prefently  went  to  feek  out  feme  of 
bis  friends,  to  whom  he  might  communicate  the  glad 
tidings}  and,  meeting  with  Nathanael,  (aid  in  a  tran- 
fport  of  joy  to  him,  1  with  forae  others  have  at  laft  cer¬ 
tainly  found  out  the  perfon,  haring  been  firft  found  of 
him,  whom  we  have  earneftiy  longed  to  fee,  even  the 
true  Mcffiafi,  whom  *  the  books  of  Mofes,  and  the  left 
of  the  prophets  deferibed  by  thofc  very  characters 
which  we  find  in  him  !  It  is  f  jefus  of  Nazareth,  the 
fon  of  Jofeph * 

46  Nathanael  fuppofed  Philip  to  mean,  that  Jefus 
was  born  at  Nazareth  \  and  knowing  from  feripturo 
prophecy  that  the  MciEah  was  to  come  forth  from 
Bethlehem ,  {Mic*  v-  2*}  and  bring  under  the  power  of 
a  common  prejudice  againft  Nazaretby  (fee  the  note 
on  chap*  vii,  52.)  he  cbjedted  to  this  account,  frying. 
How  is  it  pofiible,,  that  any  confirferrible  prophet,  and 
efpecially  the  great  and  only  Saviour  of  Ifracl ,  Ihould 
come  out  of  fuch  a  mean,  defpicabk,  and  wicked  town 
a *  Nazareth?  Philip  being  iguatant  of  the  true  flat* 
of  the  cafe,  and  not  knowing  how  to  folve  this  tliflkruU 
ty,  replied.  Come  along  with  me,  and  talk  with  him 
yourfclf,  as  1  have  done,  *  and  he  will  certainly  an  Twer 
this,  and  every  other  objection,  that  you  can  mile  a* 
gain  ft  him  :  Whereupon  Nathanael,  being  defirous  to 
know  the  truth,  fo  far  laid  afide  his  prejudices,  as  to  go 
and  converfe  with  Jefus  himfeif. 

47  And  when  Jefus  faw  Nathanael  approaching,  he 

(poke  of  him  to  the  company  with  high  commendation) 
faying,  Obferve,  and  admire  the  man  who  is  now  co¬ 
ming  to  me  \  he  is  a  true  fon  of  honeft  Jacoby  plain- 
hearred  like  him,  an  inheritor  of  his  fpirit,  as  well  as 
a  defeendant  from  him  hy  birth  ;  he  is,  what  an  ffrae- 
Rte  fticuld  be},  a  man  without  prevailing  or  allowed 
hypocrify  in  his  dealings  with  God,  or  with  his  fellow- 
creatures*  48  Na- 

NOTES. 


*  h  is  probable  tlul  our  X/>rd  hirnfdf  had 
nfmed  Pbiiip  tv  the  predictions  of  the  Jaw 
and  the  prophet,  concerning  hun&Jf*  and 
had  explained  them  in  hi,  dlfoouric  with 
him. 

f  Though  Betblebtm  the  place  of 
Chrift’,  biitn,  and  not  where  he 

Afterwards  dwelt ;  and  though  be  was  only 
the  fuppofed  fua  of  Jtfepb  j  yet,  it  he  was 
commonly  called  Jefus  of  Nazareth  the  Jon 
of  Jiff  phi  fbi&p  dcfcrihedhhn  by  (In'  name* 
and  rt.ls  octa&oiKd  prejudice  a- 

guuft  htm. 


5  Our  Lord  here  ftems  to  refer  to  JVef&ti- 
utiei's  private  retirement  for  cxeivi* 

fes*  (fcr^S*)  *hcrr  no  liumaitcyc  Cur  him, 
and  to  b\p  wiltmgneis  to  come  to  him  and 
judge  for  bimtdr,  notwithftauduig  the  1,11* 
taken  prejudices  he  had  conceived  a^inifc 
him ;  for  Chrifl  knew  all  that  had  fuftul  Ijc- 
twecit  Phiftp  ind  him.  He  likcwiic  teems  to 
refer  to  s  known  character  among 

hi*  neighbours ;  o1  her  wilt  tht,  good  man's 
rnodefty  and  humility  would  hardly  have  Al¬ 
lowed  bun  to  alk,  ho*  Jc.iis  krww  him  un¬ 
der  tliat  character. 
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40  Nathaniel 
(Vuh  .vtitn  hint, 
■\Vhenoe  Stnwtft 
thou  me  ?  Jcfos 
an  forced  and  £ikl 
link)  him1  before 
that  Philip  called 
thoc,  when  thou 
wail  undorthe  fig- 
tjref,  1  £iw  tlice* 


4P  Nathaniel 
enHvercd  and  fiid 
ppCrthim,  Rtbbi, 
thoo  art  the  Son 
cX  Cod ;  thou  art 
the  king  of  IfiracL 


jo  Jcf«*  aq- 
ftrervd  and  ftid 
nmohimTtie^iuie 
l  Istd  nnro  thee  1 

J'lwthce  under  the 
fijj-tiwp  believeft 
tboo  ?  thou  dialt 
/et  greater  ihtflgf 
than  t Left. 


48  Natbanae/y  being  within  hearing,  wad  much 
furprized  at  this  high  encomium,  and  Aid  to  our  Lord, 
How  is  it  poflible  for  you,  who  are  a  perfect  Itranger 
to  me,  and,  1  fuppofe,  never  Once  faw  me  before,  to 
know  who  or  what  lam?  How  can  you  fett  my  chi- 
rafter,  and  what  I  am  in  heart  and  truth  ?  alas !  I  fear 
I  do  not  deferve  the  praife  you  have  given  me*  Jefus 
replied.  How  much  foever  you  may  wonder  at  this,  and 
how  low  thoughts  foever  you  have  of  yourfelf,  I  have 
thoroughly  known  you  long  before  we  had  any  perfooal 
interview  i  and  to  fatisfy  you  of  this,  I  will  tell  you  of 
vfhat  none  but  God  and  yourfelf  were  privy  to,  which 
is,  that  before  Philip  met  you,  aud  a&ed  you  to  come 
to  me,  I  obferved  you,  and  faw  the  inmoft  temper  aud 
thoughts  of  your  heart,  at  a  certain  remarkable  feafon, 
(you  know  when)  while  you  retired  to  a  private  place 
under  a  fig-tree,  and  there  was  employed  in  religion* 
txercifes 

49  Nathanael  being  fully  convinced  of  CHrilVs  di¬ 
vine  knowledge,  as  the  fcarcher  of  the  heart,  by  this 
evident  and  aue&jng  inflance  of  ir,  anfwered  with  pro¬ 
found  humility  and  reverence.  Worthy  art  thou  of  the 
title  of  Habbi,  in  the  highelt  fenfe  poffible ;  my  preju¬ 
dices  againft  thee  are  ail  overcome  }  and,  by  what  thou 
haft  now  told  me,  I  am  thoroughly  Satisfied,  that  thou 
art  more  than  a  mere  man  :  I  verily  believe  thpe  ro  be 
the  Son  of  God,  and  the  promifed  Meffiah,  Who  Jbatl 
fit  on  tbs  throw  of  David}  and  reign  over  the  houfe  of 
Jacob  for  every  (Luke  i-  32, 33.) }  as  fuch  a  receive  thee, 
and  trull  in  thee  for  all  fclvation- 

50  To  this  noble  confdlion  of  his  faith,  Jeliis  re¬ 
plied  with  an  air  of  approbation  and  wonder,  Haft 
thou  fo  high  and  fled  fait  a  faith  in  me,  as  the  Son  of 
God,  and  the  £aviout  of  Jfraely  becaufe  I  told  you 
what  I  knew  and  ohferredof  you  in  one  inflance  only, 
relating  to  your  fccret  retirement  under  the  fig-tree? 
Great  is  your  faith :  And,  for  your  further  encourage¬ 
ment,  you  lhall  have  ftill  much  more  extraordinary 
and  alluring  proofs  of  my  knowledge  and  power  to  con¬ 
firm  it* 


46  And 

W  O  T  T  &* 

*  Our  Lord  here  ftem$  to  remind  Mm  of  was  then  readiftfrormedtutifigopan, 

fame  foj(mn  ice  ret  trvQ&Aions,  that  paflrd  am]  ronfiiiering  the  of 

between  Cod  andhim,  wh ta  he  «s*  under  (Gtn*  xxvui.  i*,)  whK3i  our  Lord  recites 
a  in  which  Jfatbanocr*  own  heart  and  explain*  as  referring  to  himfelf,  { vtr ■ 

**sc<>nfcinqsofks  f*inj>  moft  fincny*y  *"4  J'O  thereby  fitisfied  l Vathanaeft  mqqi- 

Uiuficmdly  devoted  to  bin  1  aud  fo  the  pc-  rie*  about  rr,  and  him  aQ  undeoiitilc 
him  of  ihi*  was  ao  evidence  of  proor  of  his  knowing  what  weto  thtip  the 
QuiCT*  onttifcjenoe,  and  of  his  own  inte-  ptrtiralar  tboughisof  his  bnn. 

Aud  it  is  highly  probable  tb%i  hftr 


Ob  i.  !)r  Evaagelifi  JbHN  peraphrafed.  lSt 


H  AaA  ba 

faith  nolo  him. 
Verily  retfljl  fey 
unto  yon,  here¬ 
after  you  flwU  fee 
juavea  open,  and 
iheanfehafGod 
aicenduiganddc* 
fecxdtag  upootht 
Sod  of  nun* 


51  And  thereupon  he  laid  to  him  *,  I,  the  Amen* 
who  an  Truth  iifejf,  certainly  a Aure  alt  of  you,  my 
dtfciples,  that  in  a  little  time  ye  fliall  fee  the  accom- 
plifbment  of  Jacob* s  vilion  in  me.  As  he  beheld  the 
angels  of  God  afeending  and  defcenduig  on  a  ladder  fet 
open  the  earth ,  the  top  of  vtbich  reached  to  heaven , 
(Gen.  wviii.  j*.} ;  £0  while  I,  the  mediator  between 
God  and  man,  am  in  my  human  nature  on  earth,  my 
Godhead  reaches  to  heaven ;  and  ye  fhall  fee  fuch  ma- 
nifeftatiQns  of  my  glory,  in  the  great  and  wonderful 
miracles  I  fhall  woik,  in  the  divine  widom  and  know* 
ledge  I  fliall  display,  and  in  the  friendly  intercourse  I 
fhall  fet  on  foot  between  God  and  men,  that  all  things 
in  heaven  and  earth  fhall  as  evidently  appear  to  be  un¬ 
der  my  command,  as  if  ye  faw  the  angels  of  God  per¬ 
petually  coming  and  going  from  heaven  to  me,  and 
from  me  to  heaven,  to  carry  on  a  correfpondcnce  be¬ 
tween  my  Father  above,  and  me  the f  Son  of  man 
here  below ;  and  as  if  they  were  vifibly  bringing  mef» 
(ages  to  me,  and  executing  orders  according  to-  my 
will;  And  fomc  time  hence §,  ye  fhall  really  fee  the 
angels,  in  a  literal  fenfe,  attending  to  pay  their  ho¬ 
nours  to  me.  &  E* 


N  O  1 

*  It  U  obfrrvab!?  that  oor  Laid  here 
fbifigt*  the  Dumber,  from  the  TmguUr  to 

the  plural}  (fciyrc  huts'  Aim  ajm  yh’/tn  g- 
/ur|  which  Qkews  ih*E  this  vat  feii  lo  all  the 
jilfrtpfc*,  «  well  is  to  NotbowL  VtrUj^  or 
Af*sc*t  was  oner  tried  by  any  under  rlw  Old 
Teflamcnt,  but  in  the  form  of  a  wiih ;  and 
Id  ihtf  nanrwr  the  Jrwjt  and  afterwards 
Chriftran*  often  tried  it,  and  fometime*  doub¬ 
led  it  at  the  elofe  of  their  prayers.  BiU  our 
hlrflcd  Lord  cotritomly  ufed  it  at  the  begin- 
Din 5  of  a  fcutrnce,  and  in  the  foon  of  a  tu¬ 
ition  aflmyitjoD,  u>  intimate  that  he  is  the 
Amtnt  (Aft,  ill  14,)  and  tht  God  of  frothy 
V*  tpSk  (I/a.  lxv-  ttf„)  and  that  there¬ 
fore  hit  own  authority  vac  Efficient  to  Cop- 
what*  he  friri;  and  it  is  peculiar  to  this 
Evanjplttt  to  rcprcfcnt  Chritf ,  as  doubling 
the  aitereration,  though  he  biuifelf  pro!*a- 
blf  ofed  it  tingly,  But  the  rcafon  of  the  a- 
poAle  *}ob£&  repeating  it*  in  tins  manner, 
might  be  to  expreft  the  double  fenfe  dut  is 
jnemded  in  our  Lord’s  life  of  tlio  tingle  words 
the  true  meaning  of  which,  as  proceeding 
from  bit  mouth,  i*,  that  He  who  U  Truth  it- 
ifelf,  fpeaks  the  truth;  aud  G>  the  double 
t^rm  of  eafiftfton  being  b^ft  ariapJcd  to  keep 
this  Evaagelifi1!  great  point  hi  view,  tuto¬ 
ring  to  Lbc  divinity  of  C  brill,  he  rondantty 
xeprefents  it  in  that  form.  And  J  have  m> 
rordingW}  for  the  molt  part*  Jccpt  up  Its 
meaning  through  the  paraphiaft;  though 
perhaps,  its  toys  J)r.  St*  >Vl*> 


P  S* 

big  to  write  for  the  nfe  or  iheHrfVn^j,  might 
write  the  word  in  the  Hfbrttr  letters*  where¬ 
in  Chrift  ufed  it,  and  ia  the  fame  letters 
wherein  the  Grtth  ofed  it* 
t  Though  tftfhjnatl  owned  oar  Lord  to 
be  tb?  Son  of  GW;  yet  be  called  hioifdf  the 
Son  of  man*  to  fbew  hit  own  great  bumUyty, 
and  to  check  his  difci  pies'  expe&aiion  of  tem¬ 
poral  grandeor  in  his  kingdom,  as  alfo  to 
let  ns  Know  that  he  was  the  pro  mi  fed  Mef> 
fufci  foretold  under  that  title,  ( PfaL  J&xx* 
ir*  and  J)a*.  ath  iy.)  who  was  to  he  as 
truly  man  as  God,  and  that  it  was  mod  firi- 
tabfc  to  his  ftate  or  humiliation,  to  call  him- 
frff  by  his  lowcfe  name.  Accordingly,  be 
qfoaMy  fpoke  of  htmfelf  in  this  ftile,  as  the 
Son  of  man,  though  others  did  not  ufe  It 
concerning  him.  His  enemies  did  not,  that 
they  might  not  feem  to  own  him  under  this 
known  character  of  die  Mcffiah j  and  bis 
difciples  did  not,  left  they  Qvotdd  fbem  to 
rpcak  too  little  of  him,  who  su  fo  glorious 
m  himfelf,  and  in  their  eyes. 

(  This  the  dlfeiplcs  faw  at  the  afeenfioa 
of  our  IjorL  ;  hm  as  the  word  ca-ayrt,  ren- 
dcTed  hertofur*  property  fignifks  fonctfertb^ 
whnh  intimates  that  rhisdiicovery  of  Chrift^s 
glory  was  juft  then  commencing ;  and  as  the 
ungds,  that  attended  him  at  Uw  attention  a- 
bout  three  years  afterwards,  are  no  where 
Aid  to  afeend  and  defer nd  upon  him,  I  ra¬ 
ther  prefer  the  metiphoricd  fenfe  of  this  paf- 
frge,  which,  from  the  rtry  trim?  of  his 

JpGtking 
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How  bbro  ma!  magnificent  and  awful  b  the  account  here  given  of 

OtxrbkScd  Lord,  as  God  co-eternal  withtbe  Father,  2  diftin&  and  jet  infepa- 
nbk  poibo  from  him,  and  as  iotimatcly  prefent  to  him,  1$  thought  is  to  mind; 
as  the  Creator  cf  things  without  reftriftion  or  limitation,  the  proper  fountain 
of  fife  and  honour,  and  the  true  fight,  who  was  in  the  world  to  Tltohntc,  up¬ 
hold,  and  gown  it,  rrer  Knee  it  was  created  by  him  ;  and  as  the  objeft  of  faith, 
the  divine  author  of  evangelical  truth,  whole  own.  Verify  I  faj  unto  you*  de- 
mauds  our  fulb  and  obedience,  and  who  is  the  dUceroer  of  the  thoughts,  and 
the  ruler  of  the  heart !  How  adorable  is  the  conftftutiott  of  his  incarnate  peribn, 
as  the  eternal  Word  made  fldb*  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Son  of  mao  I  And  what 
dignity  and  honour  ifocs  his  divinity  put  upon  ht*  condefcesifion,  who  Uberia- 
dod  in  flefii  amwg  men,  full  of  grace  and  truth ;  and  died  a  facrifice  to  take  a- 
way  their  fins!  Behold  this  Lamb  of  God;  look  to  him  and  be  fared ;  look  attd 
love,  and  follow  him.  Ami  O  how  fiwuld  we  exalt  him,  and  abafe  ourk1v«bc- 
fore  bint,  aathfokkg  it  honour  enough  to  be  employed  m  the  meanefi  fervicts 
tor  fum  !  How  evidently  divine  were  the  teftimomes  given  to  this  wonderful  per- 
fcn  !  To  him  give  all  the  prophets  witnefe,  and  the  eternal  Father  himfetf  difa>* 
verai  him  to  jobn9  and  tturaculoufly  owned  him  From  heaven,  by  an  expret* 
notification  aed  infallible  fignal  at  his  baptifm ;  and,  to  prevent  all  poflible  coL 
Mu be  witiiom  of  provkicticc  ordered  that  he  himfelffhottld 
not  perfooafiy  know  Jcfua,  tin  he  came  to  be  openly  maiufeftedto  ffracL  flow 
excellent  is  a  fpfpcf -frjniftry,  which  leads  us  not  to  man,  but  to  Chrift,  as  Gcd* 
man  Mediator,  the  great  prophet  of  the  church,  and  the  only  propitiation  for 
fin,  that  all  who  believe  in  brm  might  receive  of  his  fufoefe,  grace  for  grace, 
and  as  the  author  of  alt  the  efficacy  of  gofpd- ordinances  by  the  baptifm  of  the 
Spirit!  And  yet  abs,  how  many  remain  m  darhnefs,  in  the  midft  of  noon-day 
light ;  and  how  many  of  his  own  profeffing  people  reject  him  and  the  gofpe) ! 
B«t,  (defied  be  God,  there  are  feme  that  receive  him  with  a  true  and  faring 
faith,  by  an  affirnt  and  approbation  of  the  mind,  and  by  a  full  content  of  the 
will :  And  O  how  great  is  their  happinefs !  They  are  made  partakers  of  the  dig¬ 
nity  and  prrile^e  cf  forts  of  God  by  adoption,  and  of  a  divine  nature  by  regene¬ 
ration,  as  the  gifts  ami  eflefts  of  fovereign  grace,  which  begins  with  vs  before 
we  begin  with  Limit.  We  are  indeed  brought  to  know  and  believe  in  him  by 
the  miuiftry  of  his  fctvants;  But,  it  is  a  divine  power,  going  forth  with  his  won], 
-that  fwcctly  overcomes  the  find,  and  makes  it  wilting  to  follow  him ;  and  he  will 
ever  encourage  early  and  tanteft  inquiries  after  him ;  Whatsoever  objections  or 
prejudices  they  might  before  have  in  thdr  hearts  againft  him,  how  will  a  true 
acquaintance  with  him  effechtally  cure  2nd  anfwer  them  all  !  The  foul  that  finds 
Chrift,  finds cutrngb  in  him  to  determine  it  to  abide  vrithhim;  yea,  they  that, 
relying  on  bis  tefiftneny,  believe  m  him,  fhall  fee  JUli  greater  things,  for  liuglo- 
rv,  and  their  owii  conlbbiion  and  cltablifhment*  And  O  how  happy  is  it  to  hare 
bis  approbation  of  us,  as  IfraeliUi  indeed,  in  whom  there  is  no  prevailing  deceit, 
or  allowed  guile  l  And  what  a  grateful  and  generous  turn  does  the  grace  of  Coil 
give  to  the  temper  of  a  man's  heart  i  He  wants  to  have  Chrift  exalted  in  every 
foul,  and  fain  would  have  all  his  acquaintance,  friends,  and  relations,  as  well  as 
himfetf,  bfoqgfat  to  a  faring  knowledge  of  him,  and  intereft  in  him.  And  how 
totrdy  may  wf  depend  upon  the  infinite  merit  of  his  bloody  commit  our  all  to 
Min,  and  Junrnder  up  onrCdves  entirely  to  his  authority,  guidance,  and  grace, 
as  God  numfefteri  in  the  fielh,  and  as  able  to  lave  to  the  u;moft,  all  that  come 
unto  God  the  Father  by  him  J 

NOTE, 

fptakiog  thefe  words,  immediately  began  to  be  fulfilled  in  bis  miracles  and  preaching^ 
vritb  ioatafin*  light  and  efficacy. 


cti.n. 


The  Evangetijl  Job*  paraphraftd. 


C  H  A  P.  ■  JL 

Cbri/t  turns  water  into  win*. oeJS«ata  of  Galilee,  i,— II.  Goes  to  Ct* 
pernaupi,  12.  Goes  from  thence  to  keep  the  pojftver  at  Jerufalem, 
where  be  caflt  the  traders  out  of  the  temple ,  vindicates  nr  hat  be  bad 
done,  and  declines  trufting  bimfclf  with  pretended  dif rifles,  13, — 25, 


Text, 

A  Nd  the  third 
day  there  was 
a  murugdn  Ca¬ 
ul  of  Gafikc:  ind 
the  mother  of  je- 
iuf  was  there. 

a  And  both 
Jefiis  was  called, 
and  his  difeipkt, 
to  the  marriage. 


3  And,  when 
they  wjntdvinc, 
the  mother  of  Jo 
f  it  iiuh  ’  unto 
him.  They  ftaw 
ro  uinCi 


4  Jeft*  fiuth 
ontoher.  Woman , 
vbi.'  Itive  t  to  do 
with  thee  I  mine 
Ikour 


Pa&aphrjlse, 


celebrated  at  a  village  called  Cana,  in  that  country,  at 
which  Marj  the  mother  of  Jefus  was  prefent  *.  ' 

2  Our  Lord  likewife,  being  at  that  time  in  the 
neighbourhood,  with  the 'few  dlfciples  he  had  called, 
was  invited,  as  they  alto  were  for  his  fake,  to  the  mar- 
riage-entertainmem  j  and  that  he  might  not  refufe  the 
common  offices  of  civility  and  friend  (hip,  nor  flip  fo 
feafonable  an  opportunity  of  putting  an  honour  upon 
marriage,  as  the  ordinance  of  God,  he  accepted  of  tbe 
invitation  for  hinifelf  and  them. 

3  When  by  this  incrcafe  of  company  there  was  not 
wine  enough  for  all  the  gaeftsj  tbe  mother  of  our 
Lord,  being  concerned  at  a  di (appointment  of  that  na¬ 
ture,  on  fuch  a  joyful  occafion,  told  him  privately  that 
the  wine  provided  far  the  entertainment  was  juft  fpeut ; 
intimating  that  it  would  be  kind  in  him  to  fupply  the 
prefent  neccffity,  which  file  apprehended  he  could  eafi- 
ly  do,  and  which,  he  having  juft  begun  ro  appear  in 
his  public  chara£tcir»  flie  hoped  he  would  do  f. 

4  Jefus  replied,  Though  I  am  willing  to  pay  all  be¬ 
coming  filial  duty  to  you,  and  to  do  good  on  all  proper 
occafions  to  others;  yet,  what  obligation  am  I  under  to 
regard  this  motion,  for  exercifing  my  divine  power, 
which  1  have  not,  as  your  ton,  but  as  the  Sun  of  God  $  ? 
You  are  not  to  meddle  in  the  affairs  of  my  kingdom; 
nor  are  you  to  fuppofe  that  I  mull  obey  you,  as  my  mo¬ 
ther,  more  than  any  other  woman,  in  performing  mi¬ 
raculous  works ;  Betides,  the  time  **  for  the  public  mi- 

nifeftatioa 


NOTES. 

*  It  is  probable  that  this  was  a  marriage  of  care  was  taken  to  prevent  its  being  known 
£>mt  near  relation  of  AT  ^rr ^becaufe  the  is  not  abroad  * 

fpoken  of  as  an  invited  goeft,  as  ChrUi  Hm-  §  What  a  reproof  is  this  to  the  idolatry  of 
fdf  and  his  tli  Triples  were ;  and  became  the  the  papifts,  iu  praying  to  the  Virgin  Mary  to 
concerned  herfdf  (b  much  tboot  a  recruit  of  command  her  ton  t 

wine  for  the  fcaft*  **  I  take  this  intimation  to  relate,  rather  to 

f  As  Ibe  cotild  nnthca  pctfeO  II  ranger  i lie  rime  of  M*  oped y  mamfeiting  his  glory 
to  the  gmttieis  of  hu  power,  of  wh^m  ihc  portly  after  tit  (ycr*  13,  Ac.) 

had  heard  fuch  munificent  things  fyoktn  by  than,  as  feme  Juppofc*  10  the  time  of  tnrritig 
iitipcls  and  IntpiTcd  men  ;  fc  U  is  not  impro*  the  waicr  into  wine,  at  Toon  as  the  other  wine 
InMf  hut  that,  tlurin^  ids  private  iiftvhc  bad  [JimiM  1*:  cpdie  fpent,  t!fi^  inttrvd  being  fo 
m:-r.i:nleu!ly  relievrd  the  wants*  rirher  of  his  verj  tin&'l. 
uan  family,  or  -iE  feme  of  hi*  iV;cn:N, 


ft  pot  y<3 


Tbe  Evangel#  John  paraphrased.  Ch.  ii. 

nife  Ration  of  my  glory,  is  not  yet  fully  come,  whstfo- 
I  may  <Jo  more  privately,  in  tbe  mean-while,  a- 
roong  my  ffRtmv.  I  g^ve  this  matter  therefore  entirely 
to  me* 


f  Hi,  aether  5  Hereupon  Mary,  bis  mother,  filently  fubmttred 
w.wLjLw'  *°  **ie  "pioofi  hut,  though  he  fe*mc<l  <0  he  angry,  Ihe 
fcefiithsiiwyiw,  hoped  in  his  power  and  goodneCt,  and  defired  the  fer- 
do&i  vants  in*  waiting  10  obey  any  orders  that  he  might 

give,  without  deputing  or  objecting  againft  them. 

«  And  there  ^  No*  39  the  ?nDf  were  wont  to  have  velTels  in 
wr  fa  thae  fix  their  bonfes  to  keep  water,  which  they  daily  ufed,  and 
Mcr-pot*  of  efpecially  at  their  public  entertainments,  for  wafliing 
Itw  hands  and  caps,  and  for  various  ceremonial  purificati- 
porifrng  at  ihr  ons,  fome  of  divine  and  others  of  human  inftitution, 
jew,  containing  there  were  in  this  houfe  fix  Urge  jars,  or  eifterns  of 
Uw  ""  H°net  each  °f  which  contained  two  or  three  large  meat 
,  fures  *. 


t  Jtfii*  7  Jrfus  therefore,  to  clear  hts  defigned  miracle  from 

onto  them.  Fill  all  fofpi cions  of  fraud,  fpoke  to  the  waiters  themfelves 
vriih  S.~jP  to  hH  the  fix  ftone  jars  with  common  water:  And  they, 
they  filial  them  remembering  Morft  advice,  readily  complied  with 
op  to  th«  brim,  his  dirr&ions,  filling  them  up  to  the  very  brim. 

a  And  hclwth  8  And  when  they  had  done  this,  our  blcfied  Lord, 

onto  then,  Draw  «  the  Covercign  God  of  nature,,  who  could  work  his 
bar onto’ihe m2  mimeles  how,  when,  and  wherever  he  pleafied,  by  a 
vernor  of  £  mere  ad  of  his  will,  ordered  the  feivants  to  draw  ouc 
faft. .  And  they  0f  the  vefiels,  and  carry  fome  of  the  liquor  to  tbe  prr- 
^ ll’  fonf  who  had  the  management  of  the  fealt,  that  he 

9  when  the  might  tafte  of  it  $  and  they  did  fo. 
huUafledthewa^  9  ®ut  though  the  fervants,  who  at  Cbrift’s  command 
t«rth»w«  m,de  put  in  water  and  £  drew  out  wine,  f»w  the  wonderful 
wm,  end  knew  change  which  was  made,  in  that  it  was  no  longer  wa* 
w*f  (buuhc  fer-  *er  hut  w*ne  i  J*t  the  manager  of  the  feaft  knew  no- 
vmu  which  drew  thing  of  tbe  matter,  nor  whence  the  fervants  bad  it: 
the  water  knew,)  And  when,  upon  tailing,  he  found  it  to  be  more  pica, 
the  (Hftcdic-dibe  ^nt  ant*  generotw  vine  than  they  had'drauk  before,  he 
hcuLegiwn.  called  out  to  the  bridegroom  •» 

10  And, 


N  O  T  £  S. 

*  What  thefe  (furg it«)  Hiking  wen,  U  vu  drank  at  t!ut  time ;  bat  that  a  confide- 
very  uncertain  to  ua,  who  know  fo  kittle  of  able  quantity  wa.1  left  fur  ihe  ufc  of  the  fa- 
the  ahclent  JneiJk  measures:  But  *U  Agree  milyt  md  for  ao  abiding  proof  of  the  mradk, 
that  the  wnrr-pofy,  wliich  hfU  two  Of  three  vrliidi  had  been  wrought  in  thia  Kiperiurtuttit 
of  tlicm*  muft  be  of  a  pretty  Large  fue.  change  upon  the  water  :  Or  perhaps,  ay  the 

f  The  governor  of  ihe  ftafk  wat  tithe*  tbe  widow’s  pot  of  oil  iocreafed  in  the  pouring  of 
chief  guett,  who  fat  it  the  upper  end  of  the  it  out,  (a  Kiwgt  Ev.  4,— -4.)  fo  this  water  was 
table,  or  one  vhofe  office,  like  the  Sjmpvfi*  turned  into  wine  tn  the  drawing  it  out  of  the 
Arcbnt  among  the Cwb,  was  to  take  care  that  and  Ghrift  ordering  them  ail  to  bn 

du  re  were  neither  any  want,  nor  any  u-regu~  filled,  might  be  only  to  intimate  that,  what* 
lariticvor  expefc  Sec  Harm.  JbeTer  quantity  of  wine  there  fhould  be  oc- 

?  If  Jefus  turned  all  this  water  into  wine,  cation  for,  he  could  tafiiy  fupply  the  w*4{ 
i  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  whole  of  it  without  rcftrauit. 


ct.  in 


The  EwmgeRft  Joks  paraphrafesL  a8{ 


io  And  fifth 
unto  him,  Eftiy 
jtun  »i  the  begin* 
ring  dock  fit 
forth  gwd  «i»a 
tod  #«fhcn  not 
iwrt  vdl  dnrak, 
theothtrvhfohis 
worie;  fad  thou 
haft  fcdpt  the 
good  wioc  lincil 

tow* 


ti  Tbb  be* 
ginning  of  ni- 
txlc*  did  Jefua 
ia  Cana  of  Qati- 
l«,  and  manKeft- 
ed  torch  hit  glo¬ 
ry;  and  hii  dlf- 
ci^ki  bcQcrcd  oa 
him* 


la  After  thit 
he  wem  dawn  to 
Cipcmitfm,  he, 
and  hU  iDolher, 
and  hi*  brethren, 
and  bu  dildpln: 

and 


10  And,  returning  the  thanks  of  the  company. to. 
him*  he  Jsid*  The  nfual  cuftom  ttiealbis  to  begin  with 
the  rich  eft  wine*  while  the  palate  is  nice*  and  can 
relilh  it  with  the  greateft  pleafure  and  advantage  |  and 
afterwards*  irhen  the  gneUs  have  drank  enough  to.  pall 
their  appetites*  and  raifc  their  Jj>iriu*  a  poorer  fort  of 
wine  is  generally  ftt  before  them*  which  will  eader  go 
down*  and  be  left  intoxicating  :  But  yon,  Sir*  though 
our  wine  has  all  along  been  very  good,'have*-  by  an  un¬ 
common  generality*  furnifhed  us  now  ar  laft  with  fome* 
which  is  every  way  better  than  any  that  we  have  drank 
before  *« 

1 1  Hits  miracle*  at  the  wedding  in  Cana  of  Galilee, 
was  the  firft  that  Jefns  performed*  after  his  entrance  on 
his  public  miniftry ;  and  by  this  he  gave  a  clear  proof 
to  the  whole  company  of  his  divine  power*  which  now 
began  to  break  forth,  as  a  pledge  and  earneft  of  what 
would  be  more  illuftrioufly  difptayed  afterwards :  And 
the  difciples*  whom  he  before  had  called*  and  who 
were  ptefent  at  this  manifeftation  of  his  glory  f*  were 
hereby  confirmed  in  their  faith  in  him  as  the  true  Mef- 
fiab, 

ti  After  this*  oar  Lord  went  to  Capernaum^  which 
lay  about  a  day's  journey  eaftward  from  Cana,  and  was 
the  place*  where*  after'*  few  months*  (fee  the  note  on 
chap.  iv.  1*)  he  had  his  inoft  ufiial  reCdcnce*  ( Matth. 
iv.  13.)*  and  hither  his  mother*  and  his  other  relations* 
(fee  the  note  gn  Matth.  xii.  46*)  together  with  hi* 
four  or  five  difciples*  which  he  had  before  called  in  Ga~ 
like,  went  along  with  him,  to  obferve  what  further  dif* 
coveries  he  would  make  of  bis  power  and  glory  $.  But 

their 


NOTES. 

*  Thu  it  a.  V07  different  cafe  from  the  -gerher  with  hit  Father’s  glory,  is  bit  great 
pretended  tranfubttanriaiion  or  bread  tad  deputy  in  our  nature:  He  was  their  proper 
wine  into  the  body  and  blood  of  ChrU)  :  For  efficient  cattle,  by  virtue  that  wait  out  from 
the  moft  competent  judge*  fit*  and  tailed  hhn ;  and  he  moil  ufuaily  wrought  them  in 
tint,  after  this  charge,  trie  water  continued  a  fovereigo,  god  Eke  manner,  with  an  air  of 
no  longer  what  it  was  before,  Imt  was  really  Independent  power  and  divine  Majefty,  by  • 
and  evidently  wise.  1  Whereas,  after  the  ft-  thought  as  well  is  by  a  word,  according  to 
pith  conicctatton,  every  capable  jndge  fees  and  his  pleafure,  juft  in  Inch  a  ni inner  as  the 
ratios  that  the  elements  continue  to  be  what  eternal  Father  himfeif  might  be  fufprfhd  to 
they  were  before,  not  flefh  tod  blood,  but  aft,  had  he  bean  incarnate;  and  ail  this  was 
bread  and  wine,  a  nuuifcfiatioii  or  dif|ilav  of  Chvifl’s  «.a 

f  Thu  could  not  be  fiid  of  the  miracles  divine  glory,  as  tlie  fuUiefs  of  the  Godhead 
wrought  by  any  of  the  prophets  and  apo-  thereby  appeared  to  dwell  in  him, 
files;  They  did  not  therein  ma*:feft  their  &  His  relations  chemlbives  farmed  to  be 
own  ■doty ;  for  it  was  uot  by  their  own  pow*  aflefted  at  the  light  of  his  Gift  miracle,  bow¬ 
er  or  hohnefs  that  they  did  than ;  they  only  ever  afterwards,  fome  of  them  at  lead,  (cAv* 
manifclled  the  glory  of  that  God,  whole  vii.  J.)  flighted  his  wonderful  works,  alien 
■sower  alone  wrought  thofc  wonderful  wortu.  the  frequency  of  them  took  olf  their  f.tr- 
but  Chrift,  in  the  performance  of  hh  mire-  prise  at  thein- 
clts,  muiredrJ  his  own  glory  as  Ood,  to* 


att 


The  EvattgeSfl  JokH  parspbrafed.  '  Cb.  it » 


and  they  eortdnB* 
cd  tbcrt  aoc  ma- 
By  day*. 

-  tj  -Artd  th* 
Jevifullbrerval 
it  hand,  andje- 
fbv  went  u|>  to 
JcrafikPL 


14  And  found 
In  the  Lempk 
tfaofc  tha  fold 
oxen,  and  (beep, 
and  dotes,  and 
the  changers  at 
money,  fining: 


tf  And,  when 
he  had  made  a 
fcouTge  of  final! 
cords,  he  drove 
them  all  out  of 
the  temple,  and 
the  fhctp*  and 
the  own ;  and 
poured  out  the 
changers  money, 
and  overthrew 
the  [ahks ; 

id  And  faid 
unto  them  that 
fold  doves.  Take 
thefc  things 
hence;  make  not 
my  Father's 

hoirfe  an  houfc  of 
mtrchajuJifo, 


vf  Add  hk 

dlfcipks  remem¬ 
bered 


their  continuance  together  there  at  this  time,  was  only 
for  a  few  days. 

13  And  the  reafon  of  this  was,  becaufe  the  firft  paf- 
fover  after  Chrift’s  baptifm  drew  ncar;  and,  being 
made  tinder  the  law,  he,  in  obedience  to  its  appoint* 
ment  for  all  the  males  of  Ifrael,  rrpaired  to  Jcntfakm 
as  ufual,  that  he  might  celebrate  the  approaching  fefti- 
val  there. 

44  When  he  came  thither.  Ire,  having  entered  on 
his  public  office,  went  dire&ly  to  the  remple,  to  en¬ 
gage  in  prayer  and  preaching;  and  as  be  pafled  through 
the  court  of  the  GentiUst  be  found  the  people  had 
turned  that  holy  place  into  a  market,  ftored  with 
oxen,  flieep,  and  doves,  and  the  like,  which  were  ex¬ 
po  fed  to  file  therefor  Sacrifices:  He  likewife  found 
feverai  falls  of  perfons,  who  traded  in  bills  of  exchange 
and  in  furnilhing  tbofe  with  half-lliefcels,  that  were  to 
offer  them  for  ilic  fervice  of  the  {ancillary.  {Exod,  xxx. 
12,— *16.) 

15  And  as  this  was  a  profanation  of  the  temple,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  avarice  of  the  priefts,  who  had  their 
fhare  of  rents  and  fees  for  the  people's  ffanding  there, 
our  Lord,  making  a'  *  whip  of  fmall  Cords,  drove  a- 
way  the  oxen  and  fheep ;  and  at  the  fame  time  turned 
out  alt  the  traders  with  them,  and  threw  the  flails  of 
the  bankers,  with  the  money  opon  them,  down  to  the 
ground. 

tfi  And  that  he  mighj  not  fet  the  doves  a  flying,  to 
the  lots  and  injury  of  their  owners,  he  ordered  them  to 
remove  their  goods  from  thence,  faying,  I  can  by  no 
means  allow  that  the  temple,- which,  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  my  heavenly  Father,  is  peculiarly  dedicated 
to  his  fervice,  and  10  the  honour  of  ~fa is  name,  fhould 
be  turned  inro  a  place  of  common  tralfick,  to  the  di- 
flurbance  of  tbofe  who  come  to  worfhip  here,  and  to 
the  proflitucion  of  this  facred  houfe  to  covetous  and 
worldly  views.  And  his  divine  power  imprefled  the 
fpirits  of  all  the  traders  with  fucb  an  awe  of  bis  ma- 
jetty  and  authority,  that  they  fubmitted  to  his  com¬ 
mands,  though  he  had  no  human  aid  to  enforce  them. 

1 7  And  his  dilciples  obferving  with  what  undaunted 
courage,  and  fervent  zeal  of  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
purity  of  divine  inftiturions,  be  expofed  himfclf  to  the 


N,  O 

1  Clirllt  probably  found  thefe  cord^fft  (be 
temple  |  which  might  be  fitch  at  bid  been 
Sted  by  the  owner*  of  the  cattle,  cither  to 
inti  or  lyJ  them  thitber :  And  w  it  wa* 


rage 

T  K. 

not  lawful  to  brinei  flslTinto  the  (empk,  he 
tiled  >  fcourge,  which  ftcmtd  to  have  bccc  in 
the  emblematical,  ntber  tluu  in  the  (bietble 
way. 


Ch.IL 

bend  lh«t  it 
written,  Tbe  ical 
irf  cfaioe  houft 
hath  eaten  me 
up. 


18  Tbco  »n* 
fwcrcd  the  Jews. 
*nd  bid  uot.o 
him,  Wh*I  fign 
ihcweft  thou  tUKO 
ui*  feeing  (kit 
thou  deft  ihefe 
things  J 
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rg  Jdns  an* 
f^red  mil  laid 
tuito  them,  Dc* 

dffljr  this  tEiipte, 

tnd  5n  thm  days 
1  will  wile  It  ’tip* 


10  Then  £ifd 
ihc  Jews*  Forty 
and 


rage  of  bis  moll  powerful  enemies,  called  toroind  dot 
prophetic  pafiage,  relating  to  the  Mdhah,  {PfitL  lxix. 
9.)  where  it  is  faid,  Tbe  zeal  of  thine  has  fe  ,  has  catenm* 
up  v  and,  feeing  this  fo  remarkably  fulfilled  in  Jcfus, 
they  were  confirmed  in  their  belief  that  he  copld  be  no 
other  than  the  true  MdSah. 

18  The  common  people  of  the  Jews  being  hereby 
difturbed  in  their  profitable  trade,  and  their  chief  priefts 
and  rulers  being  highly  difpleafed,  both  at  tbe  Iofc  of  their 
own  gains,  and  at  this  open  attack  upon  the  prerogative, 
who  pretended  to  have  tbe  only  right  of  ordering  all 
things  about  the  temple  and  its  fervices,  joined  toge- 
tber  in  objefting  againft  the  lawfulnefa  of  his  uking  11- 
pon  himfelf  to  do,  what  they  could  nor  deny  but  was- 
lawful,  and  commendable  in  irfelf  to  be  done}  and 
therefore  they  expofiulated  with  him,  fayiug.  By  what 
authority  have  you  done  this?  If  you  pretend  to  an  im¬ 
mediate  com  million  from  God  for  it,  where  are  your 
credentials?  By  what  miraculous  works  do  you  prove  it, 
that  we  may  believe  it  ? 

19  Our  Lord  Jefus  having  juft  before  given  a  very 
furprifing  proof  of  his  divine  power,  by  the  awful  and 
irrefifUhle  influence  he  had  exerted  upon  all  their  minds  } 
and  knowing  that  their  defign  in  this  demand  was  to 
.cavil,  rather  than  to  receive  convifUon,  did  not  fee  fit 
to  gratify  their  perverfe  humour  by  working  a  miracle 
at  that  very  infant,  but  referred  them  tn  one  in  figu¬ 
rative  terms,  which  ere  long  would  be  the  greatefl  of 
all  others,  laying,  Dejlroy  *  tins  temple,  and  in  three 
days  /  will  raife  it  up :  By  which  he  meant,  that,  as 
they  had  profaned  that  facred  place,  and  he  had  by  his 
own  power  cleanfed  it  from  their  defilements ;  fo  they 
would  wickedly  deftroy  his  human  body,  of  which  tbe 
temple  was  a  type  ;  and  then,  by  a  llill  more  eminent 
aft  of  his  own  divine  power,  he  would,  in  the  fpacc  of 
three  days  afterward,  certainly  raife  it  up  again  from 
the  dead,  and  thereby  undeniably  demonftraie  himfelf 
to  be  the  Son  of  God.  {Run,  i.  4.) 

20  Then  thefe  rulers  and  people  of  the  Jews,  taking 
it  for  granted  chat  he  fpoke  literally  of  the  temple  at  fc- 
rvfakm,  cried  our,  in  a  way  of  indignation,  contempt, 
and  fcorn,  This  ftrong  and  magnificent  edifice,  though 
many  ihoufands  of  hands  were  employed  in  the  work 

con- 

T  E 

lud  either  then,  or  afifrwr^,  fbme  no*  ion 
of  what  he  meant,  tWi^h  to  tervea  turn  tln*y 
put  Another  conftrniiwii  nr-ao  i;,  the 

N'iiibf  xsvii. 


N  O 

*  *T1*  more  thin  probable  that,  tt  fpcai- 
any  theft  words,  he  pointed  to  bis  own  body, 
nr  gjve  fitmc  other  intimation  by  which  i 
rtbfcr¥er  might  difeern  his  referring 
to  it ;  h  J*  tbeai&lvts 
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and  Ga  jeart  ns 
this  ample  in 
ItaSUinX,  and  wib 
thou  ttarit  up  in 
three  day*? 


ai  But  he  fpakc 
«f  the  temple  of 
hU  body. 


a»  Wheft  there* 
fore  he  was  rifen 
from  the  dead, 
hit  dllciplet  re* 
mem  bred  that  He 
had  Oid  this  onto 
them ;  and  they 
believed  the  iirip- 
turc,  and  the 
word  which  JcAn 
had  £ud. 

a  3  Now,  when 
he  wat  in  Jerofa- 
lem  at  the  paflb- 
veiyotbcfcafti/jp, 

many  hdieved  fn 
hit  name,  when 
(her  law  the  rat- 
recut  ''which  he 
did. 


14  But  Jefts 
did  not  commit 
himfelf  w>h> 
them,  beanfe  he 
knew  all  men  l 


continually,  was  no  left  than  *  forty-Gx  years  in  build¬ 
ing  )  and  what !  if  it  were  now  to  be  demolHhed,  da 
you  pretend  that  you  atone  could  ered  it  again,  in  fo 
very  fliort  a  time  as  three  days?  This  is  ahfolutely  im- 
poluble,  and  a  ridiculous  conceit  indeed. 

21  But  though,  if  he  pleafed,  he  could  eafily  have 
done  what  they  took  to  he  fo  very  ahfuril  j  yet  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  be  fpake  only  of  the  death  and  refunettion  of 
his  body,  which  was  the  true  temple  of  God,  prefigu¬ 
red  by  that  at  JtrufaUm,  as  be  was  holy  to  the  Lord 
as  the  true  Shechinah,  even  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  God¬ 
head  dwelt  fuhlUntially  in  him,  and  as  he  is  the  grand 
appointed  medium  of  all  communion  between  God  and 
his  people,  and  all  the  acceptance  of  gofpet-worlhip  de¬ 
pends  on  its  relation  to  him ; 

22  This  therefore  being  his  real  meaning  in  that  re¬ 
markable  exprrflion,  the  Spirit  of  God,  after  bis  refur- 
re&ion,  brought  it  to  the  remembrance  of  his  difei- 
ples  in  its  true  light;  and  they  refleded  upon  it,  as  a. 
prediction  of  what  was  then  clearly  accomplifhed,  and 
were  abundantly  confirmed  in  their  faith  in  him  there* 
by,  and  by  coni  paring  the  Old  T eft  am  ent*  prophecies  of 
the  Mefliah’s  death  and  reJurre&ion  with  thefe  and  o- 
ther  words  in  which  Chrift  himfelf  had  foretold  them. 

23  Now  whilft  our  blefted  Lord  tarried  at  JerufaUmt 
daily  preaching  and  working  miracles,  {«»***»*)  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  time  of  the  pafehal  fcaft,  many  of  his 
hearers,  when  they  came  to  fee  how  his  excellent  doc¬ 
trine  was  witnefled  to  by  his  wonderful  deeds,  could 
not  but  own  that  he  was  atleaftfome  great  prophet  Cent 
from  God ;  they  aflenting  to  his  doQrine  as  true,  and 
to  his  miracles  as  divine. 

24  But  as  thefe  were  only  temporary^  or  at  beft  weak 
and  unfettled  helievers,  who  profefled  their  faith  in 
Chrift,  under  the  power  ofafudden  furprize  at  his  migh¬ 
ty  works,  he  was  too  wife  and  cautious  to  truft  bis  per- 
fon  in  their  hands,  or  to  converts  too  freely  and  familiarly 
-withthem;  bccaufc  be  was  perfc&ly  acquainted  with  the 
very  heart  of  every  man,  and  So  forefaw  that  few,  H  any 
of  thefe  upftavt  difeiples  could  be  depended  upon;  hut 

that 


n  o 

*  Grat  (tuns  hm  ton  talen  by  (even! 
tamed  men,  10  fhew  that  the  Hide  Ipent  in 
ImiMlog  Zirobebfts  temple,  wa*  jufl  fcnty-fix 
years  (  and  that  the  Tame  number  of  years 
lrad  run  out  in  rebuilding  it,  from  the  time 
that  Ht rpd  began  the  war£,  to  the  time  when 
thefe  word*  were Ypokcft,  the  temple,  or  at 
kill  its  obi- buildings,  not  bring  then  quite 
fuu&cd  t  J?ui  wluttKf  it  were  exactly  ft  tr 


T  E* 

not,  it  no  way  dfc£U  the  credit  o f  the  (acred 
hiftory,  which  only  gjve$  a  mic  relation  of 
the  fenfe  of  the  Jems  about  thU  matter ;  and 
it  Items  that  it  was  then  forty  ^  years,  from 
the  time  when  Herod  began  to  build  it :  Ae-» 
cardinal y  they  mentioned  it  to  fuggeff  ihc 

abTorduy  of  Chris's  pmending  that,  if  it 
were  again  deftroyed,  he  cuuuT  build  il  ttp 
again  in  three  days. 


a».  it. 
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ay  And  need¬ 
ed  not  that  uiy 
fbotild  ttftify  of 
nan ;  for  he 

kiLcw  whit  vat 
in  mill 


that  feme  of  them  would  be  turbulent  and  mutinous  in 
attempting  to  fet  him  up  for  a  temporal  king,  that  others 
would  be  fo  difcooraged  and  offended  at  his  (offerings 
and  reproaches^  as  to  defert  him,  and  that  others  would 
betray  him  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 

15  And  his  divine  knowledge  of  all  men’s  make  and 
frame;  of  their  prefem  and  future  principles  and  de* 
£gns»  temper  and  difpofitions,  motives  and  a&tons, 
was  fo  entirely  immediate  and  intuitive,  that  he  had 
no  occafion  for  any  information  about  them  from  any 
one  wbomfoever;  or  for  (laying  till  they  appeared  to 
external  behaviour,  to  direct  his  judgment  about  them: 
For  he  infallibly  knew  of  himfelr  before* hand,  the 
Gncerity  or  hypocrify,  the  weaknefs  or  wickednefs, 
the  courage  or  cowardice,  and  all  the  moft  ferret  thoughts 
and  turns  that  ever  were,  or  would  he,  in  the  heart  of 
every  man  j  fo  that  there  was  no  impofing  upon  him* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  happy  weddings  are  they  that  are  graced  with  (Thrift's  prefence !  and 
how  innocently  may  friends  fealt  together,  when  they  manage  with  a  due  regu¬ 
lation  under  his  eye  1  In  all  our  wants  he  is  able  to  give  us  the  teft  fupptic*  ;  but 
we  ton  ft  not  go  about  to  preterite  to  him  in  our  expectation  from  him,  Irft  he 
fry  to  us.  What  have  l  to  do  with  you  ?  *fV  way  to  receive  any  favour  from 
him  is,  to  follow  his  dimfrions  and  commands,  who  will,  in  due  time.  fh?w  us 
his  glory ;  and  the  more  we  fee  of  this,  the  more  firmly  will  our  faith  be  efta- 
bljfhed  in  him,  and  the  more  we  fhall  want  to  be  with  him.  And  O  what  fo- 
Icmn  and  exalted  thoughts  Oioukl  we  have  of  him,  whofe  miraculous  works 
were  nunifcftatiaiM  of  his  own  glory,  who  vindicates  the  honour,  and  maintains 
the  purity  of  divine  inftitutions,  without  injuring  civil  property,  who  knows  all 
that  is  in  man,  and  can  over-awe  the  fpirks  of  his  moft  fturdy  enemies,  and 
who.  bad  all  the  fullnefs  of  tbe  Godhead  dwelling  in  bis  human  body,  as  m  ita 
temple,  and  by  his  own  power  railed  it  from  the  dead  l  What  an  undoubted 
confirmation  ball  this  of  his  divine  chara&er  and  do&rine!  and  yet  how  per- 
verfe  is  unbelief  in  its  oppotitioQ  to  him  l  and  how  foon  is  a  carnal  heart  offend¬ 
ed  at  a  reformation  of  worfhip  and  manners  by  hia  tingle  authority  !  But  bow 
JliouJd  a  remembrance  of  the£e  things,  and  a  comparing  them  with  antient  pre- 
dittions  coDccming  him,  encourage  our  £uth  in  him,  and  engage  our  obedience 
to  him !  and  with  what  godly  jcaloufy  Ihould  we  fee  to  it,  that  we  be  fincere  in 
out  profelfiouB  of  his  name,  and  attendances  on  public  worlhip  after  his  exam¬ 
ple*  fince  he,  whofe  eye  is  always  upon  our  hearts,  perftftly  knows  whether  we 
be  fo  or  not,  and  will  treat  us  accordingly  ! 


* 


CHAP.  III. 


CbriJPf  difiourfe  with  Nieodemus  about  regeneration  and  faith  in  him* 
filf  i, — 2i*  John  the  Baptifl/j  difeourje  with  the  people  concern* 
itig  Jejus%  22,-36. 


Tut* 

'T'hcre  wu  a 
A  mm  of  the 
Pharisees  jumc4 
Nico- 

y«L.  11. 


Paraphrase. 

VTOW  among  tbe  many,  who  profdTed  to  believe  in 
■t V  J.fus  at  Jeru/alemt  there  was  one  man  of  great 
note,  anil  eminence,  namely  Nicodtmvf7  who  was  of 

f  T  the 


igo 

HtCoi!fnam>  *  ni* 
Ur  cf  tbt  Jcwi  * 


x  The  lime 
Carrie  to  Jefaiby 
inj*htt  and  iiid 
ul;o  him,  RihJn, 
we  know  itiat 
thou  art  a  tcjrhcr 
come  from  God 1 
for  no  nn  can 
do  theft;  miracles 
that  thou  doff, 
except  God  he 
with  him* . 


j'  Jefus  uifver* 
cd  and  faid  unto 
him.  Verily  reri* 
Iy  I  &y  unto 
thee,  Except  a 
man  be  boro  a- 
gain  he  cannot 
la  the  ting^om 
tif  GutL 


4  Nirtxkmw 
JiitU  unto  Mm, 
How  can  4  mail 
be 


The  Ev/mgtBft  John  parapbrofed.  Chap.  ill. 

the  fe&  of  the  Pharijees,  the  moft  bigotted,  proud, 
felf-conceited,  and  fuperftitious  of  all  other  lews  a* 
mong  the  J«w ;  and  was  one  of  their  rulers,  being  a 
member  of  the  fanhedrim,  {chap*  vii.  50.} 

3  This  man,  whofe  principles,  as  a  Pharifee,  lay  in 
dirett  oppofuion  to  the  doctrine  of  Cfarift,  and  whofe 
power,  as  a  ruler,  made  him  capable  of  afling  againft 
it,  was  nevertbelefe  convinced  by  his  miraculous  works, 
that  there  was  Ibrocrbing  extraordinary  in  him:  And 
therefore  being  dcGroos  of  further  fat ’refaction,  and  yet 
aihamed  to  be  feen  in  company  with  him*  and  afraid  of 
the  rdentment  of  bis  brethren  of  the  great  council,  in 
cafe  they  fliould  know  it,  he  went  privately  to  Jefus 
in  the  night,  and  laid  to  him,  Rabbit  (fee  the  note  on 
Matth .  xxiti.  7.)  It  is  evident  by  the  wonderful  things 
you  have  done,  and  many  of  the  people,  as  well  as  1, 
are  well  fatisfied,  that  you  ate  a  great  prophet  fent  im¬ 
mediately  from  God  to  us  ;  for  without  doubt  the  a* 
making  miracles,  which  you  have  wrought  in  confir¬ 
mation  of  your  do&rine  are  fuch,  as  it  is  abfolntely 
impoflible  tor  any  man  to  perform,  unlefs  he  were  in 
an  extraordinary  manner  aflifted  and  approved  of  God : 
Be  pieafrd  therefore  to  inform  me  of  the  chief  points 
that  you  are  come  to  teach. 

3  Jefus  replied,  I,  who  am  Truth  irfelf,  allure  you, 
one  of  my  principal  do&iines  is  this,  that  no  man, 
con  fide  ring  his  prefect  Hate  of  corruption  and  degene¬ 
racy  by  the  fall,  can  truly  uoderftand  or  enjoy  the 
blelTings  of  that  kingdom  of  grace  which  I  am  come 
to  fet  up  here,  and  of  the  kingdom  of  glory,  which  it 
leads  the  way  to,  and  will  iflTue  in  hereafter,  unlefs  he 
pafs  under  a  new  birth  by  a  fupematural  power  from  a- 
bovc  * ;  Meaning  thereby,  that  whatsoever  may  be  any 
man’s  moral  attainments,  religious  advantages,  or  ex* 
ternat  privileges,  all  will  be  ineffeftual  to  bis  patta¬ 
king  of  the  blcflings  of  grace  here,  and  glory  hereafter, 
except  his  heart  and  life  be  thoroughly  changed  in  tbeir 
principles,  courfc,  and  ends,  and  he  become  a  new 
man,  by  the  regenerating  operation  of  the  Spirit  of 
God. 

4  But  Nicodemttts  taking  Chrift’s  words  in  a  literal 
and  caruil  fenfe,  anfwered,  What !  am  I  to  fuppbfe, 
that  after  one  has  defeended  from  fo  worthy  a  proge¬ 
nitor  as  Abrahm n,  and  has  lived  lb  long  as  I  have  in 

the 


H.  0  T  E. 

* '  l»aPtv,  here  t  ran  Hated  araia,  properly  e bap.  xtx.  1 1.  and  fi>  Chrift  intimates,  that 
fipnifics  from  and  ij  frequently  uied  ibis  new  birth  is  wrought  by  a  bpawiml 

la  and  particularly  U  vr.  jiriwl  power  from  heaven. 


Ch.  uL 

Ire  horn  when  he 
ii  uld?  can  he 
enter  the  -frrnnJ 
time  into  hit  nun 
thcr'evomb^aEid 
he  bwu  ? 


j  Jefutatifwer- 
cd,  Verily  verily 
t  fay  unto  thee, 

V.xrept  i  man  he 
bom  of  waftr>Diul 

t/rhe  Spirit^  he 
cinr.oi  cater  into 
the  kingdom  of 
God. 


d  That  which 
is  born  of  the 
fcfli  it  Sethi  end 
that  which  U 
bom  of  the  Spt- 
til  it  fplrit* 


y  Marvel  not 
that  l  faid  unto 
tire,  Ye  moll  be 
born  Dgiio. 


9  Hie  wind 
biowctb 


The  Evdagilljl  John  peraphrafid 

the  world,  he  mu  ft  be  conceived  again  in  his  mother's 
womb,  and  be  a  new-born  infant  as  at  firft  ?  This  is 
furprizing  dodriue  indeed  1  tt  teems  an  impolfibility, 
even  by  any  power  of  God  himfelf  j  I  can  neither  un- 
derfland  it,  not  imagine  what  could  be  the  advantage 
of  it* 

5  Our  Lord  replied.  It  is  not  a  corporal,  but  a  mo¬ 
ral  and  fpimual  birth  that  I  (peak  of :  and  1,  whole 
words  ire  truth,  folemnly  aifurc  you,  that  every  man, 
be  he  young  or  old,  mud  be  renewed  in  the  fptrit  of 
his  mind,  and  have  a  new  vital  principle  formed  with* 
in  him,  by  the  powerful  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
which,  like  water,  cleanfes  and  refrefhes  the  foul,  and 
produces  fruits  of  rigbteoufnefs  in  the  life,  and  is  fig- 
nified  by  Jobnfs  baptsim  of  repentance  unto  the  remit- 
lion  of  fins,  and  by  the  wdliing  with  water,  which  is 
to  be  ufed  henceforward,  as  the  initiating  ordinance 
of  God's  covenant:  In  this  fenfe,  I  fay,  every  one 
imift  be  born  again  from  above  $  or  ctfc  he  cannot  be 
capable  of  enjoying  the  fpiritual  and  faring  bldiings  of 
my  kingdom. 

6  Were  it  pcmble,  according  to  your  grofs  notion 
of  things,  for  a  man  in  a  natural  fenfe  to  be  born  of 
his  mother  again,  this  would  indeed  be  of  no  advan¬ 
tage  to  him  in  his  fpiritual  concerns:  For  as  nothing 
can  rife  higher  than  its  principles  ;  fo  whoever  is  born, 
though  it  were  ever  fo  often,  of  flefldy  parents,  who 
are  themfelves  corrupt,  mult  be  himfelf  corrupt  iliii, 
(/tfi  ziv*  4*  and  xsv.  4*);  and  wharfoever  proceeds 
from  him,  according  to  this  his  depraved  nature,  muJr 
be  depraved  too,  and  £b  unfit  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  whoever  is  new  formed,  in  all  the 
powers  and  faculties  of  his  foul,  by  the  regenerating 
Spirit,  is  biinfelf  adpimual  man,  poflefled  of  a  principle, 
which  is  fuited  to  the  holy  nature  of  its  author ;  and 
whatfoever  he  does  by  that  principle,  and  according  to 
it,  is  of  a  fpiritual  nature  too,  and  fo  he  is  made  meet 
for  the  holy  duties  and  enjoyments  of  rbe  gofpebftate, 
and  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light* 

7  Do  not  therefore  wonder  that  1  fpoke  of  this  great 
work  of  hear  ^changing  grace  in  fuch  ftrong  terms, 
and  laid  fuch  ftrefs  upon  it,  as  abfolutely  ncccflary  to 
your  own,  or  any  other  perfon’s  being  a  happy  fubj^ft 
of  my  kingdom;  and  do  not  think  it  impotlible  to  be 
thus  born  again* 

8  Though  you  are  not  able  to  conceive  how,  or  iti 
what  manner  it  is  to  be  brought  about,  that  is  no  ob¬ 
jection  againft  the  thing  itfelf;  For,  even  in  the  world 

T  i  of 
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tjlowcth  vh«K  it 
liftab,  and  thon 
hearcft  (he  found 
thereof,  but  con  ft 
not  trll  whence  it 
eometh,  afldwhi~ 
(Her  it  goclh :  fo 
ia  every  one  that 
is  bom  of  the 
Spine. 


9  Htcodemus 
infurtred  and  laid 
unto  him,  How 
c*n  theft  thine* 
be  ? 


10  Jefu*  ait- 
fwtred  and  fud 
uko  him  ,  Art 
thon  a  m  after  of 
Ifr act,  and  know- 
eft  not  tbde 
thing*  > 


of  nature,  there  are  manifelt  effects,  the  immediate 
caufc  of  which,  and  the  manner  of  their  productions, 
you  arc  utterly  ignorant  of ;  and  fo  there  are  in  the 
world  of  grace  j  as  for  inftance,  the  wind  blows  when, 
and  wherever  the  God  of  nature  orders  it,  without 
confinement  or  controul  ■,  and  you  feel  its  force  and 
bear  its  found,  by  which  you  are  fully  allured  that 
there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  Abe  wind  }  though  you  are  not 
able  to  alfign  the  caufes  of  its  blowing  atone  parti¬ 
cular  time  more  than  another,  or  from  one  deter¬ 
minate  point  to  its  oppofite,  rather  than  in  another 
courfe  ;  and  though  you  cannot  account  for  the  man¬ 
ner  of  its  motion,  how  it  begins  and  ends,  how  it 
proceeds,  or  what  becomes  of  it :  So  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  in  icripture  is  compared  to  the  wind,  (£jnf.  iv.  t6-) 
worts  like  a  free  agent,  with  wonderful  power  and 
fovereignty,  upon  fome  men’s  hearts  rather  than  upon 
others;  and  they  themfelves  are  evidently  fenfible  of 
the  thing  by  its  happy  effc&s  upon  them,  by  its  en¬ 
lightening,  quickening,  fan&ifying,  and  comforting  their 
fouls  ;  tbo’  they  are  not  able  to  conceive  by  what  man¬ 
ner  of  fecret  operation  he  produces  thefe  effc&s,  nor  to 
what  glorious  heights  and  i flues  he  will  carry  them. 

9  Nicodemus  having  been  trained  up  in  the  felf-fuf- 
ficient  notions  of  a  legal  pharifaical  righteotifnefs,  and 
being  ignorant  of  the  corruption  of  his  own  bean,  and 
of  the  powerful  operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  was 
full  of  prejudices,  and  obje&ed  again  ft  this  doftrioe, 
even  in  its  fpiritual  fenfe,  as  unreafonable  and  unlike¬ 
ly,  faying,  I  am  ftill  as  much  at  a  lots  as  ever  to  con¬ 
ceive  your  meaning.  How  is  it  poflible  that  thefe  things 
can  be  true  f  For  my  part,  1  can  never  believe  fuch  in- 
comprehenfibte  and  unintelligible  myfteries. 

to  Jefus  replied,  Are  you  not  only,  as  an  IfraeUte , 
daily  converfunt  with  the  oracles  of  God  ;  but  are  you 
likewife  one  of  the  great  Rabbits,  whofe  bufinefs  *  it 
is  to  explain  them  to  others  ;  and  yet  cannot  you  take 
in  what  1  fay  about  a  new  birth  in  a  moral  and  fpiritual 
fenfe, relaring  to  the  thorough  change  which  mu  ft  pals  up¬ 
on  the  foul  f  what  a  fhame  is  this  f  to  one  of  your  cha¬ 
racter  ?  And  how  defeftive,  trifling,  and  ufeiefs  have 


NOTES.  all 

■  Bra  maffer  to  Ijratl  it  meant  a  teacher  f  Our  Lord,  lay  feme,  eaprcficd  hb  ad- 
of  she  Uw  to  either  as  a  public  prtadw  miration,  t Kit  Should  be  To  igoo* 

*n  [^r  or  in  iheir  divinity  nm  of  hhracaainrabut  the  new  binh,  and 

fiuiooU}  nr  a*  a  member  of  the  lanhedrim,  Jhoald  think  it  an  u&pollihlc  thing ;  becaufe 
vrho  DEideno^k  to  explain  the  Jaw,  and  de-  the  Jewttbemftlraufedtofpc^Qf  buptiacd 
terming  lis  waning  t  HtcodtitKii  was  one  of  pfowlyttf,  u  new-born  iufintt,  Btitav  all 
thefts  and  probably  a  divinity- pro  fdfor  too,  ibtir  notions  abonnhatW  of  new  birth  ie- 
vho,  like  GataafitJt  uaghi  it  in  their  fthooU  j  hued  only  to  eaurnal,  ceremonial,  and  pha- 
and  all  theft  were  called  iiftal  piuifkitiQfiSj  thole  notions  rather 

hindtetd. 


Cfa.  iii. 


The  Zvangth.fi  John  paraphrased,  apj 

all  your  knowledge  and  inftruftions  bees,  while  you 
are  ignorant  of  to  neceflary  and  important  a  truth, 
which  you  might  and  ought  to  hare  learnt  from  what 
the  fcriptures  fay  of  God's fpriniling  clean  water, and  gi¬ 
ving  a  new  heart  and  a  new  Spirit,  (Ezrk.  xxxYi.25,  26.) 
and  of  a  nation's  being  born  at  once ?  (Ifa.  hcvt.  8.) 

11  Verily  eerily  it  I,  who  am  the  faithful  and  true  -Wiinefs,  folerun- 
t  fey  unto  thee,  Jy  aflure  you,  that,  as  to  what  I  fpeajt  from  my  Father, 
know,  and  aT>d  under  the  anointiog  of  his  Spirit,  who  fpeaks  thrfe 
tcflify  that  we  things  together  with  and  by  me,  and  that,  according 
b*>c„l'“” ;  *ntJ  to  what  the  infplred  prophets  of  old,  and  my  forerun- 
our  wtcnefL  mz  John  the  Baptijt  have  laid  before,  we  *  certainly 
know  thefe  things  to  be  true,  and  in  various  methods 
beariwitnefs  to  them  :  And  yet  fucb  blind  nefe  and  pre¬ 
judices  have  fpread  through  your  own  and  others  minds* 
that  neither  you  nor  they  underftand,  believe,  and  em¬ 
brace  our  do&rine,  which  is  fo  infallibly  true*  fo  plain¬ 
ly  delivered,  and  fc  divinely  teftifietL 
tx  if  x  bwe1  12  If  therefore  I,  with  all  this  concurring  evidence, 
told  you  cart  lily  have  difcourfed  of  the  nature  and  necefliry  of  a  work  of 
6race*  w*”Ch  mud  be  wrought  and  experienced  in  the 
(hJlyc  believe  if  fouls  of  men  upon  earth,  iu  order  to  their  falvation; 
1  tell  yoo  of  And  if  I  have  familiarly  illufUated  the  matter  in  lan- 
vtnij  things?  guage  taken  from  earthly  things*  which  ye  are  daily 
acquainted  with,  fuch  as  a  human  birth,  and  the  wind, 
and  yet  ye  cannot  take  in,  and  give  your  aflent  and  con¬ 
fute  to  what  I  fay;  how  much  lefs  would  ye  be  able  ro 
underftand  and  give  credit  to  my  teflimony,  were  I  to 
declare  unto  you  the  (till  more  fublime  myfteries  of  my 
gofptt,  relating  to  the  dignityof  my  perfon  and  offices,  the 
glorious  defign  of  my  incarnation,  obedience,  fu  fieri  ngs, 
death,  and  exaltation,  relating  totbefpiritualnaturtof  my 
kingdom,  and  the  blefledncfe  of  the  world  to  come  ? 
were  I  to  talk  to  you  of  thefe  heavenly  things  in  a  ftile 
fumble  and  proper  to  their  own  nature ;  how  amazing 
and  (tumbling  would  they  be  to  your  ci;  nal  minds  ? 

N  o  T  il  s,  *3  Now 

liindcrtJf  tbin  forvard^  hu {onceptiont  Af  1  Il«rt  ChriH  changes  the  number  from 

that  internal,  fpiritnaf  birth,  which  Chrift  /andftoff,  ton*  and  jf,  to  add  the  greater 
fpoke  of;  and  therefore  it  wnno  fuch  matter  weight  to  his  teflimony,  audio  aggravate  the 
of  wonder,  that  NicvJtwtut  wu  not  led  by  oobeiicf  of  all  that  rej tft  ir ;  Uy  ttc  vh» 
thefe  notion*  to  underihiid  our  Saviour**  tefttfy,  feme  have  thought  be  meant  himlelf, 
mminjr,  as  it  was  that  he  fliould  be  fa  m-  together  with  <hc  ancient  prophets  and  Jtfo 
tindy  ignorant  of  it,  ihoogh  he  Wu  profef-  the  Bafufc  who  preached  die  fame  dottriiu% 
ftdly  an  expounder  of  word  of  Cod,  in  other*  fuppofe  he  meant  ^  bimfdi,  together 
wticb  this  doOrine  was  fo  dearly  mealed,  with  his  Father  and  Spirir,  who  had  th.cn 
And  this  flwwa  that,  by  being  bom  again*  fpoken  of  in  the  foregoing  retfa,  a»4  whit 
Jtfinte  himfclf  onderftood  our  SavUmr  tcftUied  ihcte  things  by  him,  and  vogetW 
to  mean  much  more  than  being  baptised  with  wilhhUiu^  And  by  ye,  who  receive  run  our 
water :  otherwifelm  notion*  of  profdytes  by  whnefi,  might  he  meant  togetbr-r 

baptifm  muft  ncoeflartly  have  taken  otf  all  with  hb  btcihrtn  of  the  council,  and 
hb  amazement  at*  and  obie£UoiS  again fl,  the  generality  of  the 
dmdoftrinc  of  ilic  new  birth. 
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i  j  And  no 

man  bath  afb*mi- 
(d  up  to  hra- 
v;n  but  he  that 
tjincdo^i  from 
hravcn,  tv w  the 
itonof  man  which 
.  Ji  ift  heaven. 


T4  And,  as 
Moles  lifted  up 

tilt  ItrpCllt  lit  the 
vildcrncft,  even 
fn  mult  the  Son 
of  mail  be  lifted 
up; 


13  Now  to  inftance  fomc  of  theft!,  no  mere  man 
tvbatfot»er  baa  entrtd,  or  can  enter  into  the  fecrets  of 
God's  heart  in  heaven,  relating  to  the  great  myfteries 
of  falvation,  lo  as  immediately  and  perfectly  to  under- 
flan  d  them  and  make  them  known  to  others  :  But  this 
privilege  is  peculiar  to  the  Meffiah,  who  isfpoken  ofnn* 
der  the  character  of  the  Son  of  man,  (Pfil.  list.  17. 
and  Dan.  vii.  13.}  and*  a] ways  had  an  exigence  in 
heaven  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  who  came  from  thcncc 
into  an  incarnate  (late,  that  he  might  reveal  God'9 
counfels  to  men,  and  .even  now,  while  in  his  human 
mature  he  is  on  earth.  Hilt  continues  in  his  f  divine 
nature  to  he  in  heaven. 

14  And  1  further  tell  you,  that,  great  and  divine  as 
the  Mefliah  is  in  himfelf,  he  muft  be  put  to  an  ignomi¬ 
nious  death,  in  order  to  his  bringing  falvation  to  tinners, 
according  to  an  eminent  type  of  him  under  the  law  : 
For  as  when  the  children  of  Jfraet  were  bitten  by  fiery 
ferpents  in  the  wildernefs,  Mofes  madea  flrpent  of  brats 
in  their  likenefs,  though  without  their  venom,  and  fet 
it  on  a  pole  in  the  mi  dll  of  the  camp,  ns  God's  ordi¬ 
nance  for  healing  all  that  were  wounded,  and  fhould 
look  to  it  for  a  cure  1  and  as  they  that  did  fo  were  per- 
fe£Hy  healed,  how  weak  foever  their  fight,  and  how 
great  fdever  their  wounds  might  be,  [Numb-  xxt.  6, — 9.) 
bo  the  Mefliah,  who  appears  in  the  likenefs  of  finfui 
fleth,  though  there  really  is  no  An  in  him,  muft  be  lift— 


NOT 

*  The  &rrV.?tf  feofc  of  the  words,  He  a- 
frcxdrd  up  ft  bfz vex,  as  Ggnifying  h:&  local 
nfcenfrod  thither,  to  be  fully  injinifled  into 
the  mind  uaiI  will  of  God,  before  he  enured 
on  his  public  niinitfry,  is  entirely  nnferip- 
tural  and  grotmdWs,  there  bring  uo  hint  of 
it  io  iiryBihcr  part  of  the  word  of  God  ;  and 
it  is  as  entirely  ncedlcis,  betaufc  he  was  un* 
me-ftirably  anointed >vitb  the  Spirit  at  his 
taprJm,  as  well  as  had  the  divine  name 
dwcHinj!  in  him  :  If  therefore  this  paflage  is 
to  be  under  flood  of  a  local  afccnGon,  it  ex* 
preflw  irt  prophetic  ftile  what  certainly 
wold  lie  after  Ch  nil’s  rtfarctflioo,  as  if  it 
were  already  paft,  in  like  manner  u  h  is  fud 
in  prophecy*  ( VJkh  JxviiL  rfl-)  Tk$6  haft  a~ 
ftatdtd  on  b'gh ;  and  fb  theft  words  of  our 
l,nrd  intimate,  that  though  Enoch  and  £Au 
had  afeend^d  to  heaven,  yet  no  man  had 
afoenderi,  by  his  own  power  and  merit,  to 
open  heaven’s  gntrs  for  the  reception  of  fln- 
hets  as  he  (houtd-  Hut  theft  words  ftem  rather 

to  refn-  to  Dfa/,  xtt.  u,  n.  where  it  was 
iHid  of  tlie  commandment  of  God,  Whn  flail 
%T  vfl  fa  kcrt'tn*  and  Jrjis y  it  te  us  ?  u  t,  who 
ih-iil  c;;ter  into  God’s  fecret  conn  ft],  and  torn 


E  S. 

it  by  immediate  knowledge  Id  heaven  ?  And 
fo  wha:  L'hrifl  here  ft  id  of  himfelf  is  of  like 
import  with  what  Jcht  the  Bapfifl  had  laid 
concerning  him,  chap*  i,  sJb 

f  A$  the  divine  and  human  natures  wtre 
united  in  the  perfon  of  (Thrift,  auributioos 
are  made  of  the  properties  of  one  nature  to 
him,  whtflthe  is  fpuUn  of  under  a  title 
which  relates  to  his  other  nature.  Thus  when 
it  is  Sid,  { t  Car.  ii,  6.)  Tfrr  Lard  cf  rlory  vat 
mid  iS. )  he  is  called  Gidt 

•toba  purchased  the  church  vttlh  his  #wa  hhnd  : 
The  meaning  u  nor  tltat  he,  as  the  Lord  of 
glory,  wit  aucidrd,  or,  a*  God,  toed  hit 
blood,  as  if  the  divine  nature  could  be  tin* 
cified  and  bleed i  hot  that  the  perfon,  who 
wa»  the  Lord  of  glory  in  one  nature,  was 
crucified  tn  the  other ;  and  the  perfon,  who 
was  God  In  one  nature,  redeemed  the  church 
with  his  own  blood,  which  belonged  to  hie 
other  nature  :  So  when  it  is  ftid,  The  So*  of 
nan  £i  tn  heaven?  the  meaning  is  not  that  he* 
as  the  Son  of  man*  was  there  vbilA  he  was 
on  earth,  hut  that  he,  who  was  here  in  tut 
hqman  nature j  was  there  iu  hi*  divine* 


Cb.  in* 
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ed  op  bn  the  croft,  and,  in  cooTcqaence  thereof,  be 
afterwards  exalted  in  heaven,  and  propoftd  as  God’s 
ordinance  in  the  gofpcl,  for  finners  to  look  to  bf  faith 
for  fafaition : 


15  Ttut  *ho- 

foCTtr  bclicveih 
ia  bin  thould 
001  perifb,  but 
bare  eternal  life. 


Its  For  God  fa 
to  Ted  the  world, 
that  he  give  hi; 
only  begotten 
Son,  that  whom¬ 
ever  believed)  in 
him  fhould  not 
penib ,  but  hive 
e  rcrhfting  life. 


1$  That  every  one,  of  what  rank,  degree,  or  nation 
foever  he  be,  who,  tinder  an  affe&ing  fenfe  of  his  fin- 
fulneft  and  obnoxioufneft  to  divine  wrath,  Avail,  accor¬ 
ding  to  God’s  appointment,  look  to,  and  humbly  troll 
in  him  alone  for  falvation,  may  be  healed  of  his  fours 
difeafes,  may  he  delivered  from  his  perilhing  condition 
under  the  guilt  and  power  of  fin,  and  may  be  made 
partaker  of  eternal  life  ;  and  whoever  fliall  thus  with 
the  heart  believe  in  the  only  true  MefTiah,  though  his 
faith  be  ever  (b  weak,  he  fliall  certainly  be  laved,  how 
great  or  many  foever  his  fins  have  been. 

16  For  the  great  and  blelled  God,  even  the  Father, 
who  delights  in  mercy,  looking  with  companion  upon 
the  loft  anti  miferable  ftatc  of  mankind,  under  their 
dreadful  apoftacy,  conceived  fuch  a  forprizing,  match' 
lefs  defign  of  mere  love  and  grace,  from  all  eternity, 
toward  finners  of  this  wretched,  guilty,  and  rebellious 
world  *,  not  of  the  Jews  only,  but  of  the  Gentiles  alfo, 
that  he  freely  gave  his  dearly  beloved  and  only  begotten 
Son,  to  be  his  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and 
gave  him  up  to  be  crucified,  and  thereby  made  a  pro¬ 
pitiation  for  then  fins,  that  whoever  (halt  by  faith  cor¬ 
dially  receive  and  trull  in  him,  as  the  Son  of  God  and 
the  Redeemer  of  loft  finners,  may  not  peri(h  for  or  by 
his  iniquities,  but  hare  a  full  remiffion  of  them,  and 
be  delivered  from  the  wrath  to  eome ;  and  not  only  fo» 
but  may  be  entitled  to,  and  in  due  time  put  in  poflef* 
£on  of  evcrlatting  bleflednefs  and  glory. 

17  For 

NOTE. 


*  Totmderftand  whit  fa  meant  by  the  gorpiJ-OJvatioWjMextnxdjfiptoothcrnaiion^ 
rrtrfd  in  thfa  and  the  following  verfc,  wc  are  as  wrii  a*  them felw :  And  io  it  intimate  that 
tn  cftnfidcr  that  ti  faufcd  in  opposition  to  the  all  the  cleft  among  the  G  tit  tiki  as  welljs 
prevailing  notion  of  the  Jwj*  as  if  God  Jo*  Jrwst  are  the  object*  of  thfa  great  love  of 
ved  only  their  own  nation,  and  the  MefiUh  God,  m  the  gift  of  his  fon  for  rbdr  falvation : 
would  conic  to  lave  only  litem,  and  to  pour  For  the  world  here  fpoken  of,  is  the  world 
tonfutfon  upon  all  other  nations  for  their  whidi  Cod  deiigncd  to  he 
fakes-.  And  therefore  when  ibis  word  fa  (w,  17.),  and  thefc  arc  the  fame  with  tfinfe 
nfed,  efpetddly  in  the  writings  of  thfa  Evan-  that  (herald  hefitvein  and  are  oppofed 
gdift,  10  exprefs  the  olyoffa  of  Cod's  love,  to  thofc  that,  not  believing  to  him,  hi 
and  of  the  benefit*  of  CbriUfa  redemption,  it  itedtmutd*  [vtr.  iS.)  Now  tbefe  may  becatl- 
eommonjy  figmfiea  the  world,  as  Inciutive  of  ed  the  world,  bccaufe  they  are  originally  iff 
the  Gtntiici*  to  guard  agatoft  that  vain  eon-  this  fallen  world  of  mankind,  iuoppofmon  to 
cdt,  and  to  Jhew  that  thebktfmgsof  the  Mcf-  fallen  angels,  and  arc  feattcrod  through  the 
f»ah*s  kingdom  were  not  to  he  confined  to  whole  wovltfa  v*  p-  and  even  thro*  thofe 
rhcTewj;  but  to  have  an  equal  refpeft  to  nations  of  the  earth,  which,  by  way  of  <li- 
Gtiikhh  of  all  forts  together  with  them*  And  flinftion  from  the  Jrvr,  are  ftiLM  the  ivorM. 
as  Nk&JiKiits*  like  the  reft,  was  foil  of  that  in  Ram.  xi.  41,  JJ*  See  the  notes  on  ihtp*  fa 
conceit,  our  faord  ulcd  tbfacxprefiion  to  etui-  7,  ap. 
i'iu;  it,  aud  to  give  him  a  farger  view  of  tiic 
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17  For  God 
fern  doc  hu  Son 
into  the  world  to 
condemn  the 
wwld;  but  that 
the  world  thro* 
him  might  be 
lived* 


1 7  For  God)  according  to  this  gracious  deSgn,  has 
now  at  length  lent  bis  own  Son  into  Ibis  lower  world) 
not.  as  the  Jews  through  the  powdr  of  their  prejudices 
and  fclf-love  fuppofe,  to  pafs  and  execute  3  fentence  of 
condemnation  upon  alt  others  betide  themfeWes ;  but 
that  perfons  of  all  nations  may  be  effectually  faved  from 
the  ruins  of  tbejr  apollacy,  and  blefled  with  eternal  life* 
even  all  and  every  one  of  them*  that  {hall  believe  in 
him. 


is  He  that  be-  18  So  that  things  are  now  brought  to  this  point)  that 
Ivvcth  an  him '  n  whofoever,  Jew  or  Gentile ,  believes  on  the  Son  of  God, 
but  hT  (hat"  be*  as  manifefted  and  propufed  in  the  gofpel,  is  freed  from 
licmhuot  u  con-  the  condemning  fentence  of  the  Uw,  its  cnrfe  {landing 
Uu°ft  h|r<hath  no  ^on8er  *n  ^orcc  again!!  him  :  But  whofoever  rejefis, 
not  bdkrrf  in  or  neglefls  the  crucified  Savioor,  remains  under  a  feu* 
the  name  of  the  tcnce  of  condemnation  j  and  per  ft  (ling  therein  to  the 
oflLwE,tto'Stfn  cu<^>  ke  {hall  certainly  be  call  in  the  day  of  judgment 
for  all  his  iniquities)  and  cfpecially  for  the  great  (in  of 
unbelief)  in  refilling  his  only  remedy  •,  becaufe,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  light)  endearments)  and  obligations  of 
this  laft  difpenfation  of  gracet  he  has  not  by  faith  em¬ 
braced  God's  own  eternally  begotten  Son,  and  the  only 
method  of  fal ration  brought  in  and  revealed  by  him. 
i?  And  thji is  19  And  this  is  the  greateft  and  fureft  caufe  of  men's 
the  condemn  -  ruj„  an(i  t^e  bigbeft  aggravation  of  their  Gn  and  miGe- 
come  inn  the  ry,  that,  in  tbis  glorious  difpenfation  of  mercy,  the 
world,  md  men  way  of  falvation  opens,  and  is  fhortly  to  be  fet  with  the 
ther*1  th^lPht*  c^care^  evidence  before  them)  wbetber  they  be  Jews  or 
tetanfe  thrir  Gentiles-,  and  yet  the  Jews  prefer  their  vain  traditions 
deedf  wen  nil.  and  corrupt  glo  fifes  on  the  law,  and  tbe  Gentiles  tbeir 
ignorant  devotions  to  an  unknown  God  ;  and  both  one 
and  the  other  prefer  their  own  dark)  fuperfticious,  car¬ 
nal,  and  mi  (lake  n  notions  of  religion)  to  the  pure  light 
of  tbe  gofpel :  And  tbe  real  reafon  of  this  is)  becaufe 
thefe  fpiritnal,  heavenly)  and  holy  do&rines  lye  in  di¬ 
rect  contradiction  to  their  beloved  lull  and  evil  pra&t* 
ces,  which  they  wilt  by  no  means  abandon)  and  which 
tbeir  felf-flattering  and  erroneous  conceits  put  them  up* 
on  indulging. 

>0  Tar  every  10  For  every  one  that  is  wedded  to  bis  Gns,  and  refol- 
on'  ved  not  to  part  with  them),  has  a  fecret  enmity  in  his 

light  , ^neither  mind  again  ft  the  truths  of  divine  revelation)  that  op- 
eemttb  to  tbe  pofe  and  condemn  them :  and,  as  they  are  deeds  cf 
ije1'1*  darknefs,  he  does  what  he  can  to  ftifle  convitlions,  and 

irptovcd!'1  C  (bun  the  light  of  that  knowledge,  which  expofes  bis 
darling  corruptions  in  thtir  (hameful,  hideous,  and  dan¬ 
gerous  forms,  left  his  confidence  Ihould  be  fo  (long  with 

remorfe, 
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»i  Bnthet&st 
fab  noth  com* 
eth  to  the  light, 
that  his  deeds 
may  be  made  mi* 
Tiifdl,  that  they 
art  wrogghi  m 
God. 


remorfe,  as  cot  to  dare  any  longer  to  gratify  them,  and 
take  fuch  pleafurc,  as  he  ufed  to  have,  in  a£Hng  accor¬ 
ding  to  them. 

Bat  *  an  upright  mao,  who  defires  to  be  appro¬ 
ved  of  God,  is  fiocerelv  willing  to  be  fearched  and  tri¬ 
ed,  and  to  know  the  Divine  will,  bow  contrary  foever 
it  may  be  to  his  own  natural  notions,  inclinations,  and 
worldly  interefts  ;  and  he  lyes  open  ro  conviction,  that 
whatfoever  he  thinks,  fays,  or  does,  may  be  regulated, 
and  appear  with  evidence,  to  his  own  mind  and  confci* 
dice,  as  well  as  toothers,  that  it  is  the  effeCt  of  the  re¬ 
generating  power  of  God,  according  to  his  will,  and  to 
bis  glory,  and  that  it  proceeds  from  the  vital  union 
and  communion  which  be  himfelf  has  with  God. 


u  After  0u& 
things  came  Jefu* 
andlu*  dtfcipks 
into  cbc  bod  of 

iudrat  and  there 
e  limed  with 
them,  and  bap¬ 
tized. 


ay  And  John 
attb  w at  baptix* 
inginEnon,  near 
(vSUim,  becaufc 
there  was  much 

water  the^e;  and 
they  tame,  and 
vert  baptized. 


.  21  When  our  Lord  Jefus  bad  thus  difeouried  with 
Nicodtmus,  who  afterwards  appeared  to  be  a  real  con¬ 
vert,  (chap*  vii.  50,  51.  Shd  six.  39,)  be  retired  from 
Jemfaiem  to  the  country  of  Judtay  together  with  thofe 
difciples  whom  be  defigoed  to  make  his  conftant  at* 
tendants,  and  to  call  to  the  apofUefliip:  And  he  conti¬ 
nued  there,  they  accompanying  him,  for  fome  time* 
preaching  the  gofpel,  working  miracles,  and  converting 
many,  whom  be  thereupon  baptized,  not  by  his  own 
hand,  but  by  the  minidry  of  thofe  difciples,  (dap, 
iv.  2,) 

23  And  at  the  fame  time,  while  Jefus  was  thus  em¬ 
ployed  in  Judeaf  John  continued  (till  to  preach  to  the 
people,  and  to  baptize  them  into  the  faith  of  him  who 
now  appeared  openly  among  them.  But,  that  he  might 
not  feem  to  combine  with  Jefus,  he  did  not  aflbeiate 
with  him,  but  went  on  with  bis  work  in  diftant  parts, 
and  removed  t oEn&nf  near  Salim  \  becaufe  there  were 
many  flreams  of  waier,  which  made  it  a  convenient  li~ 
tuation  for  baptizing  all  the  people  that  might  be 
wrought  upon  by  his  miniftry:  And  they  came,  and 
were  baptized  by  him  there. 

24  For 

NOTES. 


*  A  s  light  wa*  before  Opposed  to  error  and 
miftafce* ;  lo  doing  the  truth  U  here  opposed 
to  doing  evil,  and  rdpe&*  a  mu’*  acting 
with  fmcctity  ud  godly  fimpftrity,  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  hi*  being  influenced  by  a  love  of  fin. 
f  Expositor*  arc  much  at  1 1o(s  about  this 
becanfr  it  11  no  where  die  mentioned 
in  feripture,  nor famd  in  the  geography  of 
the  indent* ;  Some  apprehend  it  was  on  one 
fide  of  and  other*  on  the  other  *  Some 
think  that  it  vat  a  town  or  city  ;  other*  that 
it  was  a  river;  and  others*  that  it  was  a  large 
tratt  of  ground  full  of  frelh  fpripgt  and  final! 
rivulets  of  water;  and  that  as  Em  figniflcs 


1  fountain,  fo  the  void*,  brcenfe  there  wi 
mMcb  rafrr,  or  as  aJura  »ua  more  Literally 
tigoifyt  becavfi  there  were  water, t,  give 

the  eivmobgy  of  the  word  Ex&ty  or  the  rea- 
fon  why  that  place  was  fo  called,  rather  than 
the  mfon  why  Job*  baptized  there :  The 
argument  therefore  drawn  from  hence  foe 
baptizing  by  dipping*  b  very  uncertain,  be- 
caufc  none  ofthefe  mulct*  might  be  deepc- 
nongfa  for  that  ptirpofc  t  And  beedufc  fuch 
an  open  country,  overfpread  with  fmali 
Attaint,  was  very  convenient  for  baptizing 
yrft  multitudes,  placed  io  proper  order,  lj 
say  of  pouring  water  upon  them. 
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14  For  John 
vu  oot  yvt  call 
OUopiilMU 


if  Then  Ant 

*rv*£t  a  qurflloa 
Utwn  /mi  of 
John's  dUeiplc* 
and  the  Jcvx  t 
ftboiu  pwityrag. 


%6  Awl  they 
came  Ditto  John, 
and  laid  onto 
him.  Rabbi,  he 
that  «a*  with 
thee  beyond  Jor¬ 
dan  !  to  whom 
thou  bareft  wit* 
nd*,  behold,  the 
fame  baptUeth, 

*&d  aU  meo  come 
to  him. 


%y  John  an  ~ 
fecred  and  bid, 
A 


24  For  all  the  traefaftiom  of  Chrift,  hitherto  re* 
hearted,  pa  fled  before  the  time  of  Johri s  being  commit¬ 
ted  topfifoa  by  Herod,  on  account  of  the  reproof  which 
be  gave  him  for  marrying  bh  brother  Philip's  wife. 
{Mattb.  xiv.  3.) 

25  And  while  both  JeAts  and  John  were  thus  enga¬ 
ged  in  different  places,  fbrae  of  Jabit s  difcipla,  and 
fome  iff  the  carnal  Jews  entered  into  a  debate,  on  this 
occz&nr,  a  boat  the  preference  of  John?  s  baptifm  to  the 
legtd  and  pharifaical  purifications,  that  bad  been  long 
in  ufo  i  his  djfcipies  pleading  that  their  matter's  bap¬ 
tifm  was  to  be  preferred  to  all  tbofe  waftiings  and  cieat:- 
fings;  and  the  Jews,  on  the  other  hand,  contending 
that  his  baptifm  was  neediefs,  or  at  belt  onfnfficient  for 
purification,  bccaufe  there  was  another  perfon  who  had 
pretended  to  fet  up  a  new  and  better  baptifm,  and  was 
more  followed  than  their  matter ;  and  that  therefore 
there  would  be  do  end  of  going  into  dangerous  inno¬ 
vations,  but  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  abide  by 
their  ancient  cuttoms  *. 

26  And  John's  difciples  being  puzzled  with  this  dif¬ 
ficulty,  for  warn  of  having  duly  attended  to  what  he 
had  fo  often  told  them  concerning  Cbrift,  applied  to  him, 
faying,  Matter,  the  man,  who  not  long  fince  came  like 
a  difciple  to  you,  and  was  baptized  by  you,  on  the  other 
fide  of  Jordan^  and  to  whom  yon  gave  a  mod  honour¬ 
able  teQimony  to  recommend  him  to  the  people  ;  this 
very  man,  to  the  furpuze  of  many,  has  taken  an  ad¬ 
vantage,  from  your  high  encomiums^  to  fet  up  already 
for  himfelf,  and  to  baptize  and  make  difciples  in  his  own 
name :  He  even  fupplants  you  in  your  work  >  and  the 
people  are  fo  fond  of  him,  that  they  generally  run  after 
him,  while  you  take  no  care  to  reftrain  them ;  This 
finks  your  credit,  efpccially  among  your  enemies,  who 
hereupon  objetfc  againft  the  authority,  the  ufefulneis 
and  fufficiency  of  your  baptifm ;  and  as  for  us,  we  are 
troubled  to  think  that  any  other  ftiould  arife  to  leffen  you, 
and  cannot  tell  what  to  lay  to  thefe  things. 

27  John  replied,  This  is  no  juft  objeffion  againft  my 
office,  nor  ought  it  to  be  a  trouble  to  you:  There  is  no 
inconfifteocy  between  Jefus’s  baptifm  and  mine,  which 
tend  to  the  fame  end ;  mine  is  only  fubfervient  to  his, 
and  his  improves  and  perfedla  mine  as  1  bear  witnefs 
to  him,  fo  what  he  is  cow  doing  proves  the  truth  of  my 
teftiinony  concerning  him  and  whether  ye  confider  the 

matter 


NOTE. 

*  Thii  appear*  to  haw  been  die  fibjeft  of  difiaple*  hereupon  put  to  hub  in  the  folbw- 
tbedr  debate,  front  the  quclUon  which  John’*  tug  wrfc. 
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A  man  nh  rt* 
ccm  nofhiiig^ex- 
wpl 
him 
vc^t, 


matter  with  relation  to  him  or  me,  it  is  all  of  God  *  : 
.  For  neither  could  I  have  done  what  I  have,  in  pointing 

from  ilea-  the  people  to  him,  as  the  long-looked  for  Mefliah,  who 
was  juft  ready  to  appear,  and  in  baptizing  them  into 
the  faith  of  him  j  nor  could  he  hare  done  the  1BU  great* 
er  things,  which  he  does  nnder  this  chaia&er,  in  bap* 
tizing  and  making  difciples  to  himfelf,  without  a  com* 
million  from  heaven j  and  the  ohje&ion,  which  his  ene¬ 
mies  make  againll  fiim  and  me  on  this  vccount,  as 
well  as  your  own  Humbling  at  it,  after  all  that  I  bavofo 
often,  and  fo  plainly  told  you  before-hand  about  bim 
and  myfelf,  is  an  evident  demonftration,  that  no  man 
can  heartily  embrace  the  plainefl.  dottrines  of  divine  re¬ 
velation,  uniris  he  be  enlightened  and  enabled  from  a- 
bove  to  under  (land  and  receive  them. 

26  I  appeal  to  my  former  tefttmony  on  this  head, 
which  might  have  fatisfied  you :  Te  yourfelves  may  re¬ 
member,  and  ought  to  bear  me  witnefs,  that  1  was  fo 
far  from  pretending  to  he  myfelf  the  Mefliah,  that  I 
frankly  and  openly  declared  hefore  you  and  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  {chap.  i.  19,  20,  23.)  that  1  tuat  net  the  Chrift* 
but  was  only  his  fore  runner  to  prepare  his  way,  accor¬ 
ding  to  ancient  prophecy  concerning  him  and  me. 

29  A  bride;  every  one  knows,  is  the  peculiar  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  bridegroom  ;  but  the  bridegroom's  friend 
has  the  honour  and  the  pleafure  of  doing  all  that  in  him 
lyes  to  help  forward  the  match,  and  court  for  him  :  He 
herein  chearfully  porfues  his  dire&ions,  and  rejoices 
when  the  bridegroom  tells  him,  that  he  has  at  length 
obtained  the  virgin's  confent,  and  efpoufed  her  to  him¬ 
felf.  So  Cfarift  is  the  Bridegroom  of  the  Church,  which 
is  to  be  for  him,  and  for  no  other :  But  1  make  no  pro* 
tences  to  fuch  an  inter; ft  in  her}  I  have  only  a£led  the 
part  of  his  hearty  friend,  who  wiflj  well  to  his  caufe, 
and  have  been  laying  out  myfelf,  with  all  alacrity  and 
faithfuloefs,  in  wooing  the  people  for  him,  by  telling 
rhem  what  a  great  and  glorious  perfon  he  is,  on  what  a 
blelTed  driign  he  came  into  the  world,  and  how  willing 
he  is  to  receive  and  fave  all  that  cordially  confent  to  be 
his:  And  now  I  exceedingly  rejoice  to  hear  that  he  is 
already  enthroned  in  fo  many  hearts,  and  I  gladly  deli¬ 
ver  tbem  all  over  to  bim,  who  has  the  only  right  to  them. 

30  It  is  neceffary  that  Jefus  ftiould  increafe  in  the 
manifestations  of  his  glory,  and  in  the  number  of  dif- 
dples  to  be  made  to  him,  and  that  I  fliould  decreafe 

in 

N  O  T  E. 

*  Rome  refer  this  to  th^cwrfmiffion  which  ami  oifertunuiig  what  they  did,  by  yittue  of 
Chrift  and  Jibn  received  fortheir  fevers!  of-  their  rtfpcfttvc  commUfions ;  and  may 
bets ;  [mil  others*  to  the  peoples  receiving  ukc  them  all  in. 


iB  Ye  yrror- 
Wm  bar 
witpds*  that  1 
fcidt  1  am  not 
die  ChH(t,  but 
that  I  sm  font 
before  him. 


*!>  He  that 
the  hrdc  is 
the  biidc^ronm  ; 
hue  tlic  friend  of 
live  bridegroom, 
&  Mch  rtandah 
and  beartth  him, 
rtv  'ccth  greatly 
bccsufc  of  the 
bride  -  mom’s 
this  my 
toy  therefore  u 
fulfilled. 


30  He  tnnft 
inotaf^  bat  I 
nujl  ilccrnle< 


3*» 


7Sr  EvangeHJl  JoBtt  farapkra/eJ, 


Cb.  liu 


i* 


Ha  that 
Ihtm  »■ 
Wn  ii  >faon  all ; 
hedut  U  of  flic 
earth  la  mtUjv 
an d  fpokcth  of 
fbc  earth ;  be 
Ehai  coocth  6on 
bona  U 
ilL 


Id  ray  reputation  among  men,  and  in  the  importance 
of  my  office  rs  a  forerunner  to  him,  who  will  no  long¬ 
er  have  any  occafton  for  my  telUmony :  His  honour 
will  eclipfc  mine  every  Jay  dill  more  and  more ;  and 
when  my  work  Quit  ceafe,  his  trill  ever  abide  with 
rich  and  growing  advantage ;  and  it  is  highly  fit  that 
it  Ihonld  be  thus. 

31  He  being  of  divine  original  came  down  imme¬ 
diately  from  heaven,  and  therefore  is  infinitely  fuperi- 
or,  in  bis  perfon  and  adminiftration,  to  all  others  : 
For  as  I,  and  every  other  prophet  that  appeared  before 
me,  bad  onr  original  from  the  earth,  like  ourfirft  com¬ 
mon  father,  we  being  of  earthly  parents,  and  of  an 
earthly  frame  fo  we  naturally  are  molt  affeded 
with,  and  fpeak  of  earthly  things,  and  can  of  ourfelves 
lay  nothing  of  heaven,  but  in  a  grofs  and  earthly  man¬ 
ner  ;  and  what  we  fpeak  of  the  things  of  God,  even 
under  fome  degrees  of  infpiration,  is  low  and  flat,  and 
favours  of  the  earth,  if  compared  with  the  fuhlime 
myfttries  of  Infinite  Wifdom,  as  they  lye  in  God’s  own 
mind :  But  this  divine  perfon  naturally  f peaks  of  hea¬ 
venly  things,  and  that  in  the  moft  furprizing  and  exalt¬ 
ed  drains  like  bimCelf,  like  one  intimately  acquainted 
with  them,  as  they  lye  in  the  divine  couofels,  and  as 
they  are  in  thcmfelves;  and  lo  he,  who  came  down 
from  heaven,  is  every  way  fnperior  to  me  and  all  other 
prophets  whatfoever. 

31  And  the  do&rines,  which  be  reveals  and  deli¬ 
vers  with  divine  authority,  are  no  other  than  *  he  has 
been  originally  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with,  by 
his  intuitive  knowledge  of  Gou  \  like  one  who  lay  in 
the  bofbm  of  the  Father,  and  was  in  counfel  with  him 
about  them  5  and  even  his  human  mind  has  feen  and 
heard  them,  by  the  immediate  illumination  and  dic¬ 
tates  of  the  Spirit,  which  dwells  tmmeafurably  in  him. 
Though  ye  therefore  are  apt  to  be  grieved  and  filled 
with  envy  at  his  having  fo  many  difciples,  none  of 
them  embrace  his  blefled  and  glorious  gofpel,  from  any 
principle  naturally  in  themfclves  ;  and  alas  1  the  num¬ 
ber  is  comparatively  final],  and  next  to  none,  that 
heartily  entertain,  or  believe  and  receive  it  : 

33  But  every  one  of  the  happy  few  that  believe  in 
him  according  to  bis  word,  thereby  fubferibes,  and  pots 
bis  Amen  to  the  truth  and  faithfulnefs  of  God  himfclf, 
as  believing  that  be  has  fulfilled  his  promifes  concern- 

NOTE  _'ng 

*  Th»  may  trlate  cither  Co  the  orighml  man  mind,  «  God  gwe  not  the  Spirit  by 
knowledge  of  ChrifF*  divine  mind,  a$  God  meafbre to  him,  (w.  J4~)  and!  have  Ukm 
oyer  all,  who  came  down  farm  hcavto,  (vfr.  them  both  in. 

Ii*)  or  co  the  acquired  knowledge  of  hbhu* 


I*  And  what 
he  hath  fceu  and 
heard,  that  he 
tdtilitth ;  and  no 
man  reccivedt  hie 
Mftimooj. 


33  He  that 
hath  received  hit 
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teftunony,  bath  ing  the  Medah,  anil  fpcaks  the  molt  important  truth* 
fawhi*  fed  tlut  hy  him,  and  that  be  will  certainly  fulfil  all  the  relt  of 
Cod  u me.  pr0mifcs  to  hi*  people  through  him,  in  whom  they 

are  all  ypa,  and  amen,  to  the  glory  of  God. 
j4  For  be  34  For  this  Divine  perfon,  who  wasfent  hyGod  the 
wbotn  Cad  bub  Father  immediately  from  heaven,  not  only  declares  the 
wOTd?of*Gnd^  in‘nt*  ant*  W^1  of  God  at  certain  icafone,  relating  to 
far  God  givnh  fome  particular  points  ;  hut,  having  all  the  treasures 
not  the  Spirit  by  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  in  him,  he  doth  this  in  eve* 
ma&RMfeiin.  jy  thing  that  he  fays,  and  is  come  to  make  known  the 
whole  of  that  revelation,  which  is  ever  to  be  comma* 
nicated  to  the  fons  of  men  ;  For  God,  who  gave  his 
Spirit  only  in  certain  degrees,  and  on  fpecial  occaOons 
to  other  prophets,  Mofes  himfelf  not  excepted,  has,  in 
an  unlimited  manner,  anointed  Jefus,  in  his  office- capa¬ 
city,  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  reGdes  perpetually  in 
him  as  an  infallible  and  ahiding  principle  of  truth, 
holinefs,  and  goodmfs ;  it  having  plea/ed  the  Father^ 
that  in  him  Jbvuld  ali fullneft  dwelL 
jj  The  Father  35  Tea,  fuch  is  the  infinite  fuperlative  love  of  the 
hmh  the  Son,  Father  to  his  own  Son,  as  he  is  of  the  fame  nature  and 
af^.iupLJoku  Perfections  with  himfelf,  and  as  he  freely  came  to  do 
band.  his  will,  that  he  has  committed  to  his  management  all 

affairs,  relating  to  the  kingdoms  of  providence,  grace, 
and  glory,  that  he  may  fttodue  his  enemies,  diflrihute 
all  hlefEngs  amongft  his  people,  and  judge  angels  and 
men  at  the  laft  day. 

3«  He  that  be-  36  The  condo  (ion  of  al!  then  plainly  comes  to  this, 
licrcth  00  the  that  whoever  receives  the  doftrine  of  Chrift,  and  trufts 
k"u£e1-*ind1he  *n  according  to  it,  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  the 
thft  bdi««h  not  Saviour  of  finners,  has  a  right  and  title  to  eternal  life, 
the  Son  Quit  not  together  with  the  beginnings,  feevrities,  pledges,  ear* 
*!?*  **“  nefb,  and  foretaftes  of  it,  which  fball  certainly  ifliie 
bideth  on  him.  in  his  completely  enjoining  it  ;  And,  on  the  contrary, 
whoever  wilfully  rejeda  Ohrid,  and  finally  perblts 
therein,  (hall  never  be  admitted  to  that  bleffed  life  ; 
but,  whild  he  obdinately  continues  in  uubelief,  all  his 
fins  are  bound  upon  him  with  high  ' aggravations,  a 
righteous  femence  of  wrath  Hands  out  in  the  law  of 
God  againd  him,  and  he  daily  lyes  expofed  to  a  dread¬ 
ful  execution  of  it;  fo  that,  unlefs  it  be  prevenred, 
through  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  there  is  no  remedy, 
but  divine  wrath  mud  certainly  come  upon  him  to  the 
uttermoft,  and  he  mud  bear  it  for  ever. 

RECOLLECTIONS 

How  could  anyone  do  fuch  miracles  as  Chrilt  did  unlefs  he  ar*d  lifcdoArineswcre 
owned  of  God  J  and  hour  plain  and  import!?::  were  the  tiotfrines  of  rigcnera* 
tion  and  frith  in  him*  which  he  preached  as  ncceflhiy  to  frtvatiuu  i  ,tid  yet  how 
natural  it  for  carnal  minds  to  mibjudge  of  fj>i ritual  things,  to  diibdievc  them* 
and  to  be  prijudiftdtasaiuft  then,  bccaufr,  after  all,  there  ivijI  be  tbnKthmg  in* 
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comprehenGble  in  tbettf  !  For  who  can  tell  the  reafon,  and  the  manner  of  the 
fovereSgn  and  holy  Spirit’s  afting  upon,  and  effb&uaUy  changing  one  Gnncr’s 
heart  rather  than  another’s  ?  Or  who  can  tell  how  the  divine  and  human  na¬ 
tures  are  perfonally  united  in  the  God  manifefted  in  (left,  who,  as  the  Son  of 
God*  always  was  in  heaven,  whilft,  as  the  Son  of  man,  he  was  only  upon  earth  \ 
and  O  how  forprizing  is  the  thought  of  the  Lord  of  glory’s  being  lifted  up  on 
the  crofs,  that  he  might  be  propofed  in  the  gofpel  as  a  proper  ohjeft  for  a  finneris 
faith,  and  that  we,  under  a  ftnfe  of  guilt  and  danger,  as  wounded  by  fin,  might 
look  to  him,  and  be  as  effectually  healed  of  our  foul’s  diftsfes,  as  Ifrael  were  of 
their  defpmte  wounds  by  looking  to  the  brazen  ferpait  in  the  wildernefr  !  And 
bow  mcxprdlibly  rich  and  free  is  that  love,  which  is  the  original  caufe  of  feta¬ 
tion,  and  has  displayed  itfelf  in  the  gift  of  Chrift  to  our  world,  to  Gentiles  as 
well  as  Jews,  that  whoever  believes  In  him,  whether  it  be  with  a  weaker  or 
flronger  faith,  may  have  everlaiHng  life  1  With  what  efteem  and  preference  to 
all  others  fhould  we  think  of  the  dear  and  only  Saviour,  who  was  originally 
from  above,  and  was  anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  for  office- performances  on 
earth,  without  meafure,  who  is  the  object  of  the  Father’s  higheft  love,  and  who 
]i  the  great  Lord  and  Uufband  of  the  church,  and  is  Head  over  all  things  for  its 
welfare;  and  what  an  honour  and  delight  is  it  to  be  inftnitnental  in  cfpotffxhg 
fouls  to  him  l  What  his  frrvants  do  in  holy  rmniftratrons,  by  his  authority,  is  as 
valid,  as  if  it  were  done  perfbnally  by  himfelf ;  and  they  fhould  go  on  in  his 
work  according  to  the  ability  and  opportunity  he  gives  for  it,  without  envying 
others  that  excel  them  in  £ifts  and  graces,  and  heeds,  as  knowing  that  no  man 
can  receive  any  good  thing  for  the  fertice  of  others,  or  the  benefit  of  his  own 
fool,  uulefs  it  be  given  him  from  above;  for  that  which  is  born  of  the  flefr  is 
fiefh,  and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  fpirit.  But,  alas !  how  much  more 
are  fonualifts  in  rdigioa  concerned  about  an  external  haptifm  and  purification, 
than  about  being  baptized  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  having  an  experience  in 
them  tel  v«  of  a  real  work  of  heart-changing  grace  J— How  great  is  the  fin  of 
unbelief!  It  tejefts  the  teftimony  of  God  concerning  his  Son,  and  is  envious  at 
ChriJt’sgtory  *  and  It  proceeds  from  uareafonable  prejudices  againft  him, from  a 
love  of  evil  ways,  and  unwiUingnefs  to  be  reformed,  and  from  a  hatred  of  the 
pure  light  of  God’s  word,  left  it  Jhould  diftttrb  the  foul's  peace  and  pleafure  in 
an  indulgence  of  beloved  lofts  E  and  how  dreadful  are  Its  effects,  as  it  binds  all 
a  'man’s  other  fins  upon  him,  refutes  his  only  remedy,  and  fubjedis  him  to  con¬ 
demnation  and  wrath  with  the  higheft  aggravations' of  guilt!  But  O  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  true  faith !  It  receives  the  Lord  Jcfus,  fcts  toils  feat  that  God  is  true, 
and  depends  upon  his  fritbfulneft  for  the  performance  of  all  that  he  has  faid  a- 
bouthieSon,  and  faid  to  us  in  a  way  of  grace  and  mevey  through  him;  it  re¬ 
joices  in  the  proTperity  of  his  intereft,  In  the  cfpoufel  of  fouls  to  him,  and  in 
every  thought  of  his  being  exalted;  it  proceeds  ftoin  a  defire  of  coming  to  the 
light  of  Gttl’s  word,  and  from  the  difizovery  that  is  thereby  made  of  the  finner’a 
own  tfleneft,  and  of  the  relief  there  is  in  Chrift  for  hnn,  and  from  a  wiUircgncfe 
to  be  laved  from  his  fins,  as  well  as  from  the  curfo  of  the  law#  and  the  wrath  of 
God ;  and  by  means  of  this  frith  the  fcntence  of  condemnation  is  nrverfed,  and 
the  ibuFis  entitled  to  eternal  life.  Which  of  theft  Hates  is  mine;  and  in  which 
of  them  am  I  like  to  be  found  at  death  and  judgment? 


CHAP.  IV. 


Cbrift  goes  from  Judea  into  Samaria*  1,— 6.  H is  difeourji  with  the  wo* 
man  of  Samaria*  71—26.  The  effect  it  had  upon  btr>  27,-30.  Hhdif- 
caurje  with  his  dsfciples*  31,-3®*  Marty  Samaritans  believe  in  him* 
39>~*42*  dnd  he  goes  to  Galilee*  and  heals  a  nobleman7 s [on  there >  43>— $4- 


Tekt. 

WHcn  there* 
VT  JbretheLoid 
Jeacw 


Paraphrase. 


JESUS  having  flayed  and  preached  a  confiderable 

time 
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knew  ho«  the 
Pkuifets  bul 
beard  that  Jcfts 
iujde  aud  bap- 
litoJ  more  dif- 
ciplcsthan  John, 
a  (Though  Je» 
fui  himJcli'  tnp- 
tiled  not,  but 
Mi  difciples,) 

)  tic  left  Ju* 
du,  mil  depart¬ 
ed  again  into  Ca- 


6  And  he  ronft 
need*  go  tbxough 
Samaria, 


5  Then  enm- 
eth  be  to  a  city 
of  Suiuria^Thich 
is  called  Syrhar, 
wear 


time  in  Jitdea  *,  it  was  00  longer  life  for  him  to 
continue  in  that  country  t  For.  as  nothing  could  be 
hid  from  him,  he  knew  that  his  moft  powerful  and 
malicious  enemies,  the  Pharifees,  vbeD  met  in  coun¬ 
cil  at  Jeru/aiemt  had  received  informations,  and  were 
provoked  to  bear  that  he  made  more  profclytes,  and 
entered  more  difciples  into  his  religion  by  beptifro, 
than  ever  John  had  done  before  him ;  though  in 
reality,  Jefos  himfelf,  for  good  reafions,  baptized 
none  with  his  own  hands,  bat  ooly  by  the  miniftry  of 
bis  difciples  f :  And  therefore  as  he  ordered  bis  fer- 
vants  when  they  Qiould  he  perfecuted  in  one  city  to  flee 
to  another,  (Mat lb.  x.  23.)  lb,  the  courfe  of  bi» 
mtniftry  not  being  yet  fulfilled,  nor  his  difciples  fit  as 
yet  to  be  expofed  to  bardlhtps  and  dangers,  he  retired 
from  Judea  into  GaliUer  where  the  Pharifces  would  be 
le&difturbcd,  and  lefs  capable  of  obferviag  him,  or  of  do¬ 
ing  any  thing  againft  him,  and  where  John's  mioiftry  had 
prepared  his  way,  and  Java's  impsilbnraent,  by  this  time, 
had  made  room  for  him.  (Mat.  iv.  V2.  and  Mark  i.  14.) 

4  And,  as  Samaria  $  lay  between  Judea  and  Cali* 
Uet  there  was  a  natural  neceQily  of  Ch rift’s  going 
through  fome  part  of  that  country  in  bis  journey*  to 
C alike >  unlefe  he  would  take  a  compafe  round  about  $ 
and,  as  he  bad  fpccial  work  to  do  in  Samaria^  there 
was  a  moral  neceffity  of  his  going  through  it,  that  he 
might  bring  fome  of-  his  (heep  there  into  his  fold. 

5  Accordingly,  in  bis  paffage  through  tbofe  parts, 
be  went  to  a  Samaritan  city  called  Sychar  ** bordering 


KOI 

*  It  Teems  thtt  he  continued  there  ah  out 
half  t  year,  or  more,  he  hiving  gone  into  Ju~ 
dsa  fcon  after  the  paflow,  (cAa*.  UU  11.)  and 
returned  to  Ga Rite  four  months  before  tnr- 
txll,  thf/.  iv*  js* 

t  Wc  may  tappoTe  Chrirt  to  have  taken 
this  method,  that  he  might  mi  in  tain  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  bis  own  chaj*ltcr,  is  Lord  of  the 
Church,  and  every  way  fopmor  to  Jobnt  who 
wi  <  merely  a  firrant,  and  bapeiftd  only  with 
Idsoorn  hands*  wit  bout  comm  iffioningotbera 
for  it :  as  alfo  that  he  might  not  feem  to  afl 
with  impropriety,  and  to  feck  his  own  ho¬ 
nour,  1/y  haptiftng  in  Iris  own  name;  tbh 
he  might  Ihtw  himfelf  to  be  fcnt,  not  to 
taptife  with  water.  Inn  to  t)ie  more  tied* 
leer  work  of  preaching  the  gofpcl,  and  bap- 
tiL;n£  with  the  Holy  Choft ;  that  he  might 
prevent  djf'pfucsand  emulations  smongft  nis 
diiciples*  on  account  of  fome  bring  Iraptifcil 
by  hlmlclf,  and  others  only  by  his  commif- 
liood  femurs;  and  that  the  validity  and 
ctEcaey  of  bdptifm  might  not  he  ftppufed  to 
dctxnd  on  the  worthioeft  of  the  peribn  who 
idniimflas  it.  bqc  c:i!y  on  the  authority  an4 


upon 

£  5, 

hleffingof  Chrift  upon  the  adminiftratfoa 
according  to  bb  will, 

$  Samaria  was  inhabited  by  Gntrifer,  min¬ 
ed  with  apoftate  J<ms'An&  that  muitgreft 
people  received  the  law  of  Mifeh  and  wor- 
Jhipped  the  God  of  Ifrstl ;  hue  denied  the 
divine  authority  of  the  fell  oft  he  Old  Tef* 
tarnem,  and  mingled  many  heathen  idobtiin 
and  fbpcrdilion*  ia  their  worfhip-  Sec  P/id, 
Connect.  (ho.  VoL  I,  pag,  30,—  jj, 

**  This  Sjcbar  is  fuppoftd  to  he  !he  feme 
with  Sbtchen »,  which  k  mentioned  Jifi*  xiiv. 
3*.  and  in  fevenl  other  places  of  the  Old 
Tcftament ;  but  which  the  yrirf,  in  their 
comity  to  the  Samaritai wiU  by  my  of 
reproach  ftfMr,  which  Jjgm&e?  tbr  drunken 
city :  And  near  to  tbiF  was  the  valley  of 
th*rr  which  was  given  as  a  iloor  of  lu* pc  with 
nfpeA  to  the  calling  of  the  GefffoVs  {Hof*  ii% 
15,)  the  firft  fpecimen  of  their  believing  in 
Chrirt  wu  now  to  he  given  here;  and  here 
(as  Dr*  TJjrbtfiat  olittrvw  from  Gift*  aitxiv, 
9.  and  xaxv*  1,)  were  m^dethe  firft  prcTe* 
lyres  to  tht  clmrch  of  IfrstU 


3°4' 
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snr  to  the  pncd 
of  ground  (bat 

IttpDD  DVt  Is  bli 

fbfl  Jo £ph. 


6  No*  Jacob's 

veil  wa  tbot. 
Tdiu  therefore 
bring  'wearied 
with  Ail  joornry, 
fat  thus  oo  the 

well i  aftd  it  wu 
about  the  J«th 
hoUTo 


7  There  com* 
ch  a  woman  of 
£imub  to  draw 
water;  Jefusfirtrh 

unto  her,  Ghro 
nt  to  drink. 


upon  a  piece  of  land,  which  the  patriarch  Jacob  bought 
of  the  Tons  of  ffamor ,  and  gave  at  his  death  to  Joftphy 
as  an  inheritance  for  him  and  his  children,  and  in 
which  Jofcph's  bones  were  buried.  (Gen*  xlviiL  22* 
compared  with  JoJb*  xxiv*  32*) 

6  Now  in  this  ground  near  the  city,  was  a  certain 
well,  which  by  long  tradition  was  called  Jacob's  well  *  : 
And  our  Lord  being  a  man  of  like  natural  weaknefs 
of  body  and  animal  fpirits  with  other  men,  and  ha¬ 
ving,  suitable  to  his  flare  of  humiliation,  travelled  as 
ufual  on  foot,  he  was  tired  and  fpent  with  his  long 
journey,  and  therefore,  like  a  weary,  hungry,  and  tfair* 
fty  traveller  as  he  was,  he  fat  down  by  the  fide  of  the 
well  to  reft  him ;  and  it  was  about  fix  o’clock  in  the 
evening.  (See  the  note  on  chap*  u  39O 

7  Whiift  he  was  there,  the  providence  of  God  fo 
ordered  it,  that  a  certain  woman  came  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  city  to  fetch  water  from  thence :  And  as  Rc~ 
biccay  Rachel ^  and  Zipporshf  got  their  feveral  hu  (bands, 
IJaacy  Jacoby  and  Mofes%  by  going  to  draw  water  at  a 
well,  (Gen*  xxiv.  11,  &e,  and  xxix*  2.  ire*  and  Exod. 
ii.  15.  ire.)  fo  this  woman  unknowingly  met  with  Je- 
fus  at  this  well,  that  Die  might  he  efpoufed  to  him.  In 
order  to  which  he,  in  the  greamefe  of  his  condefcen* 
fion  and  preventing  mercy,  began  firft  with  her,  fay¬ 
ing,  Fray  give  me  a  little  water  to  quench  my  third. 

8  Ann  this  was  a  proper  opportunity  for  afking  fuch 
a  favour,  and  talking  with  her  alone :  For  as  he  did 
not  ordinarily  lire  by  miracles,  and  bad  no  friend  in 
Samaria  to  entertain  him,  he  had  fent  his  difciplcs  into 
the  city  to  buy  food  for  htmfelf  and  them. 

9  Then  the  woman,  knowing  him  by  his  fpeecb  and 
habit  to  be  a  Jcvj%  replied  with  wonder  and  from. 
How  comes  it  topafs,  that  you,  who  are  ajrw,  {hould 
thus  unufually,  for  people  of  your  nation,  condefcend 
lb  far  as  to  alk,  or  to  be  willing  to  receive  any  kind* 
nefs  at  my  hands,  who  am  a  Samaritan  ?  Or  bow  can 

mn  of  Svoaria  *  you  imagine  that  I  (hould  comply  with  your  delire  by 
giving  you  fo  much  as  a  drop  of  water  for  your  relief, 
wbatfoerer  your  neceflity  may  be  ?  for  it  is  well  known 
that  there  is  fuch  an  old  and  irreconcilable  grudge  be¬ 
tween  the  Jcwf  and  Samaritans  f,  that  one  will  nei¬ 
ther 

NOTES. 

•  well  is  no  where  dfe  fpoken  of  f  The  Jfcw  and  Samsriiaat  were  invere- 

in  fenpturt ;  and  it  is  uncertain  why  it  was  nXt  eoenuea  to  one  soother,  on  accounted  an- 


3  For  his  di£ 
riples  were  gone 
•way  unto  the  Ch 
Cy  to  buy  meat. 


9  Then  filth 
the  woman  of 
gamaru  onto 
him,  How  is  it 
that  thou,  brine 
a  jew ,  ukclt 
drink  of  me, 
which  am  a  wo* 


lb  catted,  whether  becutfe  he  dug  it,  or  whe¬ 
ther  only  becaufi  he  was  the  proprietor  of  it, 
and  ufid  it  for  himfelf  and  family,  (yrr*  is  * ) 
or  for  what  ocher  rcafco. 


tieot  injuries  that  had  paflol  between  them, 
and  of  thrir  different  temples  and  religions  ; 
and  the  enmity  had  rofeto  fuch  an  height, 
that  they  treated  vac  mother  with  the  mmolt 
i  abhomnro 


Chap.  It. 

for  ihe  Jew* 
hive  no  dealing* 
with  the  S  smart- 
UftS- 

to  Jdiit  an* 
fwerctl  and  ftid 
unto  her,  If  thou 
kneKtft  the  gift 
of  God,  end  who 
it  i*  that  frith  to  > 
Give  me  to 
drink  ;  thou 
wculdcft  have 
liked  of  him  , 
and  he  would 
have  given  thee 
living  water. 


tt  The  wo- 
P141  ruth  onto 
him,  Sir,  thou 
haft  nothing  to 
draw  nitfi,  and 
the  well  \%  deep; 
from  whence  then 
haft  thou  that 
living  water? 


ri  Art  thou 
greater  than  our 
father  juob  , 
whkh  gin  Dt 

the  uxJJ,  and 
dunk 
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ther  a(k,  nor  receive  the  lead  civility  of  the  other ;  nor, 
if  be  would,  will  the  other  Ihew  it  to  him. 

IQ  Jefus  anfwered,  If  you  bad  but  known  how  ini* 
portant  a  gift  the  great  God,  of  his  own  mere  love  and 
grace,  has  bellowed  upon  (inful  men,  and  *  now  pre¬ 
tents  to  you  in  fending  me  hither;  and  had  you  but , 
known  what  fort  of  perfon  I  am,  who  have  alked  you 
to  give  me  a  little  water  to  drink,  you  would  foon  have 
laid  afidc  your  prejudices  againft  me,  as  a  Jew ;  and, 
inftead  of  refuting  fo  final!  a  requeit,  would  yourfelf 
have  immediately  become  an  earned  fuitor  to  me,  and 
I  would  not  have  upbraided  or  repulfed  you,  but  would 
readily  and  freely  have  given  you  the  molt  excellent  li¬ 
ving  water  ;  thereby  meaning  his  Spirit,  who  was  pro- 
mifed  under  this  metaphor,  {Ifa,  xliv.  3.  and  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  25,  37.)  and  whofe  gifts  and  graces  are  more 
rtf  re  thing  to  a  neceQitous,  thirfty  foul,  than  the  bett 
water  can  be  to  a  weary,  droughty  body. 

11  The  woman  underftanding  Chrift  to  fpeak  of 
fp ring-water  in  a  literal  fenfe,  and  being  ignorant  of 
his  power  and  grace,  replied  in  a  way  of  di&lam,  You, 
Sir,  give  me  the  molt  excellent  fpring-watcr  1  that  is  a 
likely  matter  indeed :  What  occaiion  then  had  you  to 
atk  tor  any  of  mine  ?  As  for  the  water  of  this  deep 
well,  you  cannot  poflibly  come  at  it ;  for  you  have  no 
veil'd  to  draw  with :  Where  then  do  you  pretend  to 
get  the  fine  living-water  yon  talk  of? 

12  Betides,  though  you  feem  to  fpeak  great  things 
of  yourfetf,  and  I  know  not  who  you  are :  yet  I  fup- 
pofe  you  are  not  a  greater,  a  wifer,  or  more  holy  man 
than  the  patriarch  Jacob  was,  from  whom  we  Samari¬ 
tans,  as  well  as  you  Jewiy  claim  a  defeem  as  his  po- 
fterity :  And  he,  as  tradition  informs  us,  left  us  this 
well,  as  the  bell  for  its  water  in  all  the  country,  he 

bimte'4 


NOTES. 


M^Wrtnce  and  contempt  *  And  though  in 
cafes  of  nwifity  they  fan  crime*  traded  to¬ 
gether  ;  yet  they  nfufrd  dl  ad*  of  frtendfiifp* 
humanity,  and  common  curiKty  to  each  other, 
tt  tbc  iaft  word*  of  this  verfe  intimate,  com- 
pared  with  vet.  g.  Many  learned  etpofitors 
frppofe  theft  to  be,  no*  the  word*  of  the 
woman,  becaufe  they  ihiuk  there  was  no  oe- 
eaTmo  for  her  to  mention  a  thing  fo  univer- 
ftlly  known  to  both  nations  ;  but  the  words 
of  the  EvatigcHft,  which  he  added  for  our 
better  underftanding  the  rtafai  of  her  qnet 
lion  to  our  Lord:  And  yet,  a*  this  was  a 
pertinent  hpport  of  her  qndtlon,  f  cannot 
fee  why  Ihe  hcriclf  might  not  atfedge  it ;  for 
the  more  t be  feft  wtt  known,  die  might 

f 


think  it  the  more  to  her  purpoft  to  remind 
Chrift  of  St- 

*  Some  think  thit  by  fhttfft  ?/  Go*/  is  here 
meant  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  if  fpoken  or  in 
the  cleft  of  the  verft,  under  the  metaphor  of 
ulNf  [w  Irvin^witcr,  which  wa*a  Herein 
phraft  for  fpriog-witer,  Gtn*  xxvh  15*  But 
other*  take  k  to  be  meant  of  CUrift  hiroftlf  ; 
and  this  fetms  molt  natural  to  me,  becaufc 
In  the  next  words,  which  may  be  taken  a* 
explanatory  or  theft,  he  evidently  fpeak*  of 
himfelfwho  would  give  this  l»ing-wjier; 
and  bcQufc  in  the  foregoing  chapter  (*.t, 
id.)  It  hid  (poke  of  the  groat  lore  of  Gud 
in  giving  him 


V 
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drank  thereof  hirofelf,  and  his  children)  as  well  33  his  cattle,  having 
hk"i l*If’  an'j  l!-s  made  «fe  of  it,  and  been  refreihed  by  it :  How  then 
«ju)e ;  can  you  propole  to  give  me  better  water  than  this  r 

11  /rfus  an-  1 3  Jefus  anfwered  her,  faying,  You  are  under  a 
fwered  and  laid  great  in i fake,  in  imagining  that  1  fpake  of  common 
wr  {lrinkctlT  of  wsrtcr>  liketbisof  Jacobs  well,  which,  how  much  fo- 
this  «n<r  ihall  evtr  it  may  be  eftcemed  and  ufed,  can  only  refrelh  the 
tlihil  again :  body,  and  tbat  bat  for  a  little  while:  For  when  any 

one  has  drank  ever  fo  freely  of  this  water,  he  will  (bon 
grow  as  thirfly  as  ever  *  ;  and  many  other  wants  will 
(HU  attend  bim  to  render  him  unhappy;  and  though  he 
drink  it  ever  fo  often,  it  will  not  make  him  immortal, 
but  after  all  he  will  languifli  and  die. 
t4  But  whole-  But  the  b! effing  which,  under  the  figure  of  wa- 

tbe^-awr'Thjt^l  ter»  *  fp3ke  of  giving,  is  fo  excellent  in  its  nature, 
JKtif  give  him  that  whoever  is  made  partaker  of  it,  (hall  find  fucb  a- 
fliuli  ntver  thltfl:  bundant  and  abidiug  fatisfa&ion  in  it  to  his  foul,  as 
that  /  will  take  off  alt  invariable  appetites  and  inclinations  for 

him  dull  Ik  in  other  things  ;  fo  that  he  will  think  this  alone  fuiEcient 
Wm  »  wdl  of  for  his  happinefs :  and  though  he  will  be  defirousof 
ujTbto  cro^rt-  ftifl  more  of  this,  yet  he  (hall  never  fo  third  for  ir,  as 
»g  life.  to  languish  or  perifii  for  want :  But  the  living-water 

which  I  will  give  him,  (hall  abide  in  him,  as  a  perpe¬ 
tual  and  fuiEcient  fource  for  his  fupply,  and  (ball  dai¬ 
ly  fpring  up  in  frefh  fupports  and  confolations,  to  an 
overflowing,  till  all  his  wants  and  uneaGndTes  fhall  be 
entirely  removed,  and  all  his  defires  (hall  be  completely 
fatisfird  in  the  enjoyment  of  cterual  life. 

The  woman  15  But  the  woman  dill,  like  Nicodemus  in  the  cafe 
pve'me^hi,  °f  new  birth,  {ebap.  iii.  4.)  underftood  Chrift  in 
water,  (list  I  a  grofs  and  carnal  fenfe,  as  if  he  meant  fome  extraor- 

iiiitn  not,  nei-  dinary  water  of  the  elementary  kind;  and  therefore 

to'iiraw!*  replied  f,  Sir,  I  beg,  if  you  are  able,  that  you  would 

let  me  have  fome  of  this  wonderful  water,  that  1  may 

have  no  fanher  occafion  to  give  myfelf  the  trouble  of 
coming  time  after  time  to  fetch  any  from  this  well. 

*6  Jcftis  faith  16  Our  Lord,  finding  how  her  mind  was  orerfpread 
unm  wj;h  ignorance,  ftupidity,  and  infenfibility  of  her  fpi- 
rimat  wants,  waved  any  farther  explanation  of  his  mea¬ 
ning  about  this  living  water;  but  proceeded  to  a- 
waken  a  fenfe  of  guilt  in  her  confidence,  and  then  to 
dilcover  bimfelf  to  her  as  the  MelGah,  that  the  riches 


of 


NOTES. 

*  Thirjiinf.egai*,  and  never  thuJUag,  arc  pcrilh  for  third,  being  mincnloudp  (applied 
litre  to  be  diitlcrllond  of  luclt  a  thirrt  as  with  voter,  to  fatUfy  iherr  drought, 

Biakrs  out  faint,  bn^uiOi,  and  <Uc,  for  }  She  frid  this  cither  with  fcora,  as  ftp- 

of  fullicbat  relict ;  as  where  it  is  laid  of  Ifn if/,  pofiog  what  ho  mentioned  to  be  ridiculous 
(J/d*  alvitL  ii.)  Tht?  ibtrjtfd  n4/,  vAfn  the  hiiJ  jnrjxifTibk :  or  niihfcrioafndi,  u thir.tv 
tW  U4  ibent  tlna*b  ihc  vi/Vffw/s  L  f,  ing  tJtor  he  fpoitc  of  fome  uniu^vrii  btDtCc 
though  they  were  vc*jr  thirty,  they  4:d  not  peruuim^  to  the  body. 


Cb.nf.  7bS  £*H*ng*tifl  jDiiN  psrapbfaftL  5®T 

unto  hot  Got  caB  '  rf  bi*  grace  ought  Ee.thc  better  nhdcfftood,  SCn'd-  the 
1  raorevaiued  by  herr  And  to  introduce  this  merciful 

WM  ■'  deSgn,  hefaidtoher,  Gohome,  and  fetch  jrout  huC- 
band  to  me.  *  ■  ■* 

*7  The womaa  1 7  The  woman,  though  (he  Kv^dadulteroufly  with 
104  .  a  ftianl’iy'Tf'bewere  herhnfband,  immediately  repli- 
hatbexL,  '«!■,  Why  do  yon  talk  df  bringing  hither  my  hufbandV 

Aid  onto  ter,  1  am  a  Angle  per[bn»  aud  have  none;  rbereby  deficnr 
ing  tfi  evade  a  difeovery  of  her  reproach,  and  any  fur- 
no  tber  converfation  on  that  head :  .But  as  C  brill,  by  his 
infintce  uttderHandhig^  'perfe£Uy  knew  all  the  cirgum* 
ftaacn  of  her  life,  he  anfwered,  What  you  fay  ia  very> 
true;  you  have  indeed  at  prefect  none  that  can 
he  called  yoor  hiifband,  Wiatfoever  you  may  Have  pf'c-  - 

tended  among  your  neigh  boors.  . _ _ _ _ ^ 

tB  Fer  ihM-  18  For  you  bave  indeed  bad  fucorfliVefy  Gve%,  that 
butdi^^nd  h«  W-ere  your  lawful ‘hufbande;  bur  the  man,  with  whom 
whom’  then  now  you  at  prefent  cohabit,  is  not  fo ;  it  is  an  adulterous' 
*>**_'•  net’thr  life  that  yon  lead  with  him  ;  Tou  have  therefore  own* 
ed  the  real  truth  in  faying  that  you  Jtave  now  uo-  huf- 
band.atail,  and  you  have  fo  far  done  well.  - 
i«  The  wten'M  i  <7  The  woman’s  confcience  bein  g  touched  with  tljfe, 
lUth  unto  him,  clofe  reproof,  and  yet  willing,  as  far  aa  poJEMeto  fHifr, 
tbit  thou'wt*  it  off,  and  divert  to  another  fubjefl,  fhe  replied,  Sir,- 
pnphtt.  as  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  any.  man  bath  ever  acquainted 

:  you  with  my  manqer  of  life. all  my  dayB,  1 (  verily  be¬ 
lieve,  .  by  the  particular  account  you  have  now  given  oC 
K  that  you  are  fome  extraordinary  prophet, 
is  Our  tubers  2*  I  would  therefore  ghd]y  know  what  yon  have  to 
uoribtppcd  in  fay  upon  a  gnndqwftiort  in  debate*  between  the'  Sa- 
tbi»  maritatn  and  .  the  Jew r,  about  th^  worQiip  of  God. 

We*  the  Samaritans*  infill  upon  it*  tbit  mount' Gtrt* 
zm  f*  on  which  our  temple  is  built*  and  which  ia  not 
.  -  far 


NOTES.- 

9  Sene  fuppofe  Out  (k  had  boned  five  bad  taken  ftraoge  wives,  to  pot  then  twafi 
hufbai&fi9cttfiivdy;^faercthatniehadheen  or  to  quit  the  coomty  -  ‘Wbeteopoo  Mtaif- 
divoroe&fircttl  fiird  for  her  bddtcrrih  prvt-  fibt  being  unwilling  to  part  with  his  wife, 
ixcn^jot  had  by  icdirfcft  ^  reauii,  contrary  id  ,flcw  to  J£amariat  and  wijh  many  others  in 
law,  obtained  a  divorce  fro  at  one  or  more  of  like  circumfances,  fettled under  the  protec* 
then,  that  fhe  might  cohabit  wiih  another  lion  of  $anbaibtt  who  vw  governor  of  due 
nail,  is^bc  wmber  hasbknd’  Bt»t  I  itther  place:  And  Sa*BaIIntt  tthis  mftiguion,  bpitt 
think  the  (tft  of  thefeftppiifitfotis  to  berth*  a  temple  on  mount  Germ**  like  that  at  j£- 
moft  probable,  becaofc  Chrift  feem*  to  allow  fjt/atofl,  and  in  opposition  to  u  \  and  Manaf* 
that  fhofirW  wore  her  bntffal  husbands.  fei  was  (be  bigb.-prkft  there,,  ■  .From  thit 
f  There  was  a  temple  on  motmt  Crrion,  tine  forward  Samtma  'became  the  receptacle, 
and  itteoccal^ofbmldingkwBSthU- Soon  of  alt  diftontented  and  apoftate  J>wr,  ami 
3ftothercfanUdin£tfchcJpnpfe*t7^  bluer  contention*  were  carried  on,  from  age  ^ 

a odcr  Dan*s  die' Frrjfcm*  one  qf-thc  ftas  of  to  age*  between  the  two  nation*  ahoat  -toe 
7 thaad*  the  bigh-pneO,  whom  JeUftmi  calk  tme place  of  worfldp  Lfbe  Jem*  -hat  had  not  . 
Mtixeffeh*  hsvisg  married  the  AagHter.  to  revolted,  pkadlng  for  as  the  place 

S&nbdikliks  Hmittr,  Ntiemfckj  ih at  great  which  God  himftlf  had  cspretsly  appomwd  ' 
/corner  obliged  all  who,  contrary  M*  ibe  lawT  for  (be  tenplci  andhoneyccd  with  bis  fpedal 

"y '  '’■■■/  prefedet} 
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tnd  ye  fay  (hat 
In  Jeru&koi  is 
Che  place  where 
men  ouglit  to 
worJtip. 


it  Jefus  fahh 
emu  her*  Wo* 
man,  believe  me, 
rV  hour  enmah, 
^hen  ye  frail  nei¬ 
ther  to  this  moun¬ 
tain,  nor  yet  at 
JcTufalctn  wor- 
ibip  the  Father* 


1%  Ye  worfbtp 
ye  know  not 
What:  we  knnw 
what  wc  worlhip * 
for  ftlvatiofi  U  of 
tbe  Jtwi< 


far  from  this  well,  is  the  place  where  (acrificcsand  of¬ 
ferings  are  to  be  prefrined  to  the  Lord,  and  our  anctf- 
tors  have  all  along  ftuck  to  this  place  of  worth  ip;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  ye  the  Jews,  as  eameftjy  plead, 
that  JtrufaUm  is  the  only  place  where  Sacrifices  are  to 
be  offered,  and  pra&fe  accordingly.  Be  pleafed  to  in¬ 
form  me  which  of  ns  are  in  the  right,  and  which  in 
the  wrong. 

21  In  anfwer  to  this,  Jefns  faid  to  her,  Woman,  as 
you  own  me  to  be  a  prophet,  obferve  and  believe  what 
I  am  going  to  fay,  How  important  a  concroverfy  foever 
this  has  been  hitherto  between  the  two  nations,  it  will 
foon  be  enrirely  pot  to  an  end :  For  ere  long  all  Sacrifi¬ 
ces  tbemfelves  fhail  be  abolilhed,  and  none  (hall  be  of* 


fered  by  any  appointment  of  God  to  bim,  who  is  wor¬ 
shipped  under  the  notion  of  a  Father*,  either  by  you 
at  mount  Gerizim,  or  by  the  Jews  at  Jerufalem ;  and 
then  all  religious  diftin&ion  of  places  will  ceafe,  and 
God  may  be  acceptably  worfliipped  every  where  alike. 

22  However,  to  come  to  your  point,  I  molt  tell  yon, 
that  hitherto  the  Jews  have  been  right,  and  the  Sama¬ 
ritan  i  wrong,  as  to  the  place  which  God  had  appointed 
for  offer  ing  facrifices :  As  for  you  Samaritan/,  your  no¬ 
tions  of  God,  and  your  worfhtp  of  him  are  corrupted 
by  the  beathenifm  of  your  ancefiors,  Who  knew  not  the 
maimer  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  (a  Kings  avii.  26.);  and 
the  homage  yoa  pay  him' is  not  according  to  his  infti* 
ration,  but  according  to  your  own  inventions ;  and  fo 
it  is  all  ignorant,  fnperftmous,  random  work,  without 
a  divine  warrant  and  rulef*  But  as  for  us  Jews ,  who 
have  the  facred  oracles  entire,  have  bad  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  a  fucceflion  of  prophets,  and  pay  our  religions  ho¬ 
mage,  according  to  divine  prefeription,  we  are  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  true  God,  who  is  the  objrfi  of  our  wor- 
ihin  ;  and  we  know  where,  and  in  what  manner  it  is 
to  be  performed,  and  upon  what  grounds  we  proceed 
therein :  For  the  promifes  of  falvation  in  a  particular 
manner  belong  to  the  Jews,  as  his  covenant-people,  the 
means  of  falvation  arc  found  among  them,  and  the  Sa¬ 
viour  bimfclf,  according  to  the  promifes,  proceeds  from 

them, 


NOTES. 


prefrtwrt ;  and  the  Ssim^tUjbj  pleading  that  *  Gd  and/fo  Fatbtr  are  pat  prom  ifasou  fly 
Ahrahem  and  Jacob  built  alurs  on  nwu.it  In  this  context  for  each  other,  which  int£* 
Gtrizimt  and  offered  frcriflccs  there  long  be-  id* tes  that  bv  the  Father  is  here  meant,  not 
fore  the  temple  w*t  Unit  at  Jaru/nkm  ;  that  the  firCk  Fcrioii  in  the  Tiienty  only,  hut  the 
<Sod  himlclf  had  appointed  mount  Qeriztm  Divine  Being, 

(Dtur.  xxv  IL  1  a,}  for  Ideffing  the  people;  f  And  fo  tnehave  thought  that  the  SsbuH* 
and  that  Jtjbua  had  built  an  altar  there ;  for  tan  flail  continued  to  worfbip  the  tn»  God, 
rhefuppufl  of  which  notion  d»cr  bad  cot  nipt-  rat  bet  as  a  local  deity,  like  the  godi  of  the 
ed  their  copy  of  (he  pcnuttucL  Sec  Frid.  heathens  round  about  them,  tbia  u  the  God 
V*J.  I.  4»^  441,  ■  of  the  whole  unirtrlje- 


cfa.  iv. 


But  the 
hour  Cometh,  and 
po»  ly,  vticn  the 
tree  warlMppen 
(ball  worttnpthc 
Father  In  fpirit 
and  !n  truth ;  for 
the  Father  feck- 
etfa  iucb  to  wer* 
Clip  him. 


*4  God  u  a 
Spirit,  and  they 
that  wnrftiip  him 
mull  wuriliip  him 
in  (pint  and  in 
truths 


%$  The  vomm 
faith  unto  him, 
1  know  that  Mtf- 
fia*  oraieth  T 
which  is  called 
Chrifl:  when  fie 
is  come  he  will 
tell  us  all  things. 


ad  Jefus  faith 
u&to  her,  1  that 
fpwk  unto  ihct 
am  hu 


iT  And  upon 
this  came  hi*  dif- 
riples. 
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them,  and  comes  firft  of  all  to  blefs  them,  in  taming 
them  from  their  iniquities* 

33  Bur  the  time  is  juft  at  hand,  when,  under  a  new 
difpenfation  of  grace,  the  worlhip  of  God  (hall  be  no 
longer  performed  by  barm-offerings  and  facriGees,  nor 
falvarion  be  reftrained  to  the  Jew j,  as  has  been  the  cafe 
hitherto;  but  the  acceptable  worfhippers  of  the  Divine 
Being,  wbo  is  tbe  common  Father  of  alt  mens  fpirits, 
as  well  as  the  peculiar  Covenant-Father  ol  bis  people, 
are  thofc  who,  wherever,  orof  what  nation  foever  they 
be,  ferve  him,  not  in  ceremonial  obfervances,  but  in 
fpiritual  ordinances,  with  their  whole  hearts,  in  an  ex* 
ercife  of  fpiritual  graces,  and  by  the  aid  and  influence 
of  bis  Spirit,  according  to  bis  own  appointment ;  For 
God  requires,  owns,  and  approves  of  fucb  worflrippers: 
and  though  the  number  of  them  is  fmall,  he  will  form 
and  find  fucb  as  tbefe  by  the  grace  of  that  difpenfation, 
which  is  already  begun  to  be  fee  up,  and  (hail  hereafter 
mightily  prevail  in  the  world. 

24  For  God  is  an  io finitely  pure  and  perft£f  Spirit,  an 
incorporeal,  invifible,  intelligent,  free,  and  attive  Be¬ 
ing,  poflefled  of  all  poffible  perfections  ;  and  therefore 
they  that  would  wodhip  him  acceptably,  and  fuitablcto 
his  fpiritual  nature,  muft  worihip  him  after  a  fpiritual 
manner,  in  the  fincerity  of  their  fouls,  and  with  be¬ 
lieving,  fpiritual,  and  holy  difpofiuons,  by  the  affiftance 
of  his  Spirit,  and  in  conformity  to  his  revealed  will* 

2$  The p woman  having  nothing  to  objeft  againft  this' 
anfwer,  and  yet  not  being  fully  fatisfied  with  it,  replied. 
How  far  what  you  fay  may  be  true,  1  am  not  able4 to 
determine ;  but  I  am  perfwaded  that,  according  to  the 
general  expectation  of  this  age,  among  the  Samaritans 
as  well  as  Jewsf  tbe  Mefliah,  who  is  by  way  of  emi¬ 
nence  called  the  Anointed,  is  juft  ready  to  appear;  and 
when  be  comes,  he  will  certainly  adjuftall  our  difpiues, 
clear  up  our  doubts,  and  give  us  a  perfect  revelation 
of  God’s  mind  and  will  about  theft:  things. 

26  She  being  thus  brought  to  exprefs  her  faith  in  the 
Mcffiab,  as  ready  to  appear,  and  her  willi  ngnefs  to  re¬ 
ceive  inftrutHon  from  him,  Jefris  took  that  opportunity 
to  manifeft  himfdf  to  her,  laying,  1  allure  you  that  the 
M$ffiah,  'whom  you  expeft,  is  already  come  ;  and  you 
now  fee  and  converfe  with  him  :  For  1,  who  have  been 
talking  in  this  dofe  and  convincing  manner,  to  you, 
am  he* 

ay  Immediately  upon  this,  tbe  difciples  returned 
from  tbe  city,  where  they  had  been  to  buy  provifions, 
{yer*  8.),  arid  they,  being  under  the  power  of  narional 

prejudice* 
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and  mar- 
vdU  llu>t  he 
blkrj  with  tlie 
woman*  ytc  no 
man  frid,  Wh*e 
Jrfked  thou  ?  or, 
\Vhy  uikefl  tbou 
with  her# 


prejudices)  were  ranch  amazed  to  find  him  difeourfing 
in  lb*  friendly  a  manner,  as  he  teemed  to  be,  with  a 
poor  ordinary  woman  of  Samaria,  i  However,  fuch  was 
their  reverence  of  their  Lord,  and  fatisfa&ioti  in  what- 
fbever  he  thought  fit  to  do,  that-  none  of  them  durft 
find  any  fault  with  him,  qr  aflt  him  what  he  wanted 
of  that  woman  i  or  why  be  fo  freely  converfed  with 
her  ? 


2?  Th«  woman  28  Our  Lord  having  fo  exprefsly,  and  with  fuch  con- 
t^Rn^cft  •’«  **■  vincing  evidence,  told  this  woman  of  his  being  the 
l*r  Chrift,  and  the  conference  between  him  and  her  break* 

city,  and  liiih  10  ing  off  by  his  difdples  coming  up  to  them,  fhe  in  the 
the  own,  greatnefs  of  her  joy  and  zeal  to  make  him  known  to 

others,  ran  back  to  the  city  in  great  hafte,  leaving  her 
water-pot  behind  her  +  ;  and  in  a  fort  of  rapture  laid 
to  all  the  met  with  j 

,9  Come,  lee  2tJ  1  bring  you  blefled  tidings  of  the  Mt'iliah,  whom 
which  told  we  are  all  expe&ing  -as  juft  ready  to  appear  ;  I  have 
wri'dld'^UBot  certainly  had  a  long  converfation  with  him,  in  which 
this  the  puift,?  he,  though  aftranger,  told  me  abundance  of  fuch  fe- 

cret  pafTages  in  my  life,  and  impreJlcd  a  fenfe  of  them 
with  fuch  power  upon  my  confidence,  as  I  am  very  fure 
none  but  the  Mefliahhimfclf  could  do :  1  am  therefore 
fully  convinced  that  this  is  he,  as  he  himfetf  Itkewife 
told  me :  However,  do  not  take  my  word  for  it  j  bat 
come  along  with  me,  and  I  will  conduct  you  to  him, 
.that  je  yourtelves  may  talk  with  him,  and  judge  whi¬ 
ther  fuch  an  extraordinary  perfoo  as  this  be  not  the  Chrift. 
Then  they  30  Upon  this  fnrpriaing  report,  though  made  by  fo 
^nt  inconfiderable,  infamous  and  unlikely  a  woman,  mul- 

unn)  l2.  Cam*  tudes  of  the  citizens  readily  wenr  with  her  to  fee  and 
talk  with  Jefus,  that  they  might  fatUfy  themfelves  con¬ 
cerning  him. 

-jt  In  the  man  31  While  the  woman  was  gone  to  call  her  neighbours, 

whil*  his  dir-  an 4  Jefus  and  his  difciples  were  alone,  he  feemed  fo 
hi]io^Vayin5r  f°r  *°  his  wearinefs  and  warn  of  food,  as  to  dif- 
lier,’  ear.  **  cover  no  inclination  to  eat ;  and  therefore  they  impor¬ 
tuned  him  to  it,  laying,  Mailer,  we  beg  that  yon  would 
plcafe  to  refrefh  jourfclf  with  the  provtfions  we  have 
brought,  after  your  long  failing,  and  great  fatigue  in 
3t  But  h«  ftid  y°UI  journey  hither. 

unto  32  liur,  his  heart  being  fempon  the  good  work  that 

lay 

NOTES. 

*  Poflibly  at  their  coining  up,  they  bcml  f  Site  left  her  water-pot,  cither  at  not 
him  fijrin^  to  her,  1  tkrtfpeai  auto  ilce  am  t  bio  ting  or  it,  or  nut  willing  to  Incumber 
be :  If  *b,  it  pusht  incieafr  their  wonder  to  heriell  with  it,  or  ?c  ddtgnlng  that  Chrift 
think  that  be  Ibould  make  hirofdf  kirn  *ti  iboukt  make  as  ranch  ufe  of  it  as  he  might 
with  greater  opentid*  and  freedom  to  her,  have  occafou  ior  in  tier  ubictKC* 

Out*  he  was  wont  to  do  to  the  Jmn  them* 

frWc, 


Ch.  iv. 


them,  I 
have  meat  to  cat 
that  ye  know  not 
of* 


33  Therefore 
fold  the  difctplcv 

one  to  another. 
Hath  any  man 
brought  bim  ottgbi 


to  tax* 


34  JcAk  faith 
para  them,  My 
meat  is  to  do 
the  Kill  of  him 
that  font  me,  and 
tufidifhhiswotk,, 


31  Say  not  ye. 
There  we  yet 
four  months,  and 
tbca  comctb  lar- 

veil  ?  behold*  I 
fuf  unto  yon, 
Jjift  up  your 
eyes,  and  look  on 
the  fields  t  for 
they  are  white  al¬ 
ready  to  h  amD, 


5#  And  he  that 
Itapcth 
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lay  before  him,  he  replied,  I  have  much  hettrtr  food  to 
ea*  than  yours,  which  ye  little  think  of;  meaning,  that 
the  great  bu fluffs  he  bad  begun,,  and  was  going  further 
to  engage  in,  for  the  falvation  of  the  Samaritans  foiils, 
by  bringing  them  to  know  and  believe  in  him,  was  m- 
eipreffibly  more  defirable,  entertaining,  and  delightful 
to  bis  mind,  than  the  moft  neceflary  and  agreeable  re¬ 
port  .could  be  to  his  body,  though  he  were  ever  fa 
hungry. 

33  His  dtfciples  not  underftanding  what  he  meant, 
but  fuppoflng  that  he  fpoke  of  corporal  food,  faid  in  a 
fort  of  furptize  one  to  another:  What  l  has  this  wo¬ 
man,  or  fome  other  per  ton  privately  brought  him  any 
provifions,  while  we  were  gone  to  huy  fome?  what 
meat  is  this  that  he  fpeaks  of? 

34  Jefns  knowing  how  they  niiftook  him,  and  what 
they  wbifpered  among  themfelves,  corrected  their  error, 
faying  to  them.  The  meat  1  fpake  of  is  not  of  a  corpo¬ 
ral,  hut  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  and  is  to  he  uhderftood 
in  a  figurative  fenfe  :  What  1  mean  by  it  is  this  ;  No 
gratification  of  the  moft  hungry  appetites  of  the  body 
can  afford  me  fo  much  fatisfaOion,  as  I  find  in  fulfill¬ 
ing,  that  fpecial  wilt  of  my  heavenly  Father,  for  which 
he  feat  me  into  the  world,  and  fent  me  hither,  by 
bringing  about  the  converfion  of  thefe  Samaritans . 

35  Then,  to  explain  himfclf  Hill  further,  he  added. 
Is  not  this,  literally  fpeaking,  the  feed-time,  in  which 
the  hufbludman  is  fowing  his  corn,  and  from  which 
ye  commonly  reckon  four  motfehs  before  the  harvelt  will 
come,  when  he  hopes  to  reap  the  fruit  of  his  labour  ? 
And  do  not  even  this  diflant  profpeft  make  him  dili¬ 
gent,  and  give  him  a  great  deal  of  pltafure,  in  calling 
bis  feed  into  the  earth  ?  But,  faid  he,  (the  Samaritans 
juft  then  appearing,  and  flocking  toward  him)  Behold  1 
the  fpiritual  harvelt  of  fouls,  which  lyes  before  me,  is 
much  nearer  at  hand :  I  have  no  fooner  begun  to  (ow 
by  the  con  vex  fat  ion  I  had  with  the  woman,  who  is  juft 
gone  from  me,  hut  1  am  ready  to  reap ;  and  to  allude 
to  the  white  appearance 'of  the  com- fields  when  harvelt 
is  near  at  hand,  look  yonder,  (pointing  to  the  Samar  i- 
taits,)  fee  what  vaft  crowds  are  coming  out  of  the  town, 
many  of.  which  (hall  foon,  by  means  of  my  preaching, 
believe  and  be  gathered  in  to  me  :  Tire  convening  of 
thefe  is  that  neceflaiy  and  impoitant  bufinefs,  which  I 
take  fo  great  delight  in. 

36  And  this  is  a  fpecimen  of  the  pleafant  wotk,  in 
which  ye  (hall  he  employed.  The  time  is  now  at  hand 
for  gathering  in  of  people  unto  the  pronmed  Shiloh ; 

and 
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mp«tb  reniMh  md  as  the  labourer,  who  fows  and  reaps,  receives  a  re 
wage,  *«l  ga-  w^rd  from  his  mailer,  fo  (ball  ye  from  the  Lord  of  this 
barvcft  :  He  will  own  you,  and  give  you  a  nohle  latjf- 
that  both  he  that  fa&ion  in  the  very  fervice  itfelf;  and  hereafter  ye  (hall 
tbweih,  and  he  reap  the  moll  precious  fruits  of  it,  in  the  eternal  falva- 
tion  of  yourown  and  their  fouls,  that  (halt  be  convert¬ 
ed  by  your  miniftry:  And  then  both  ye,  and  all  the  an¬ 
cient  prophets, and  John  tb*  Baptifiy  yea,  and  the  Lord 
of  the  hat  veft  bimfelf,  who  have  gone  before  you  in 
fowing  the  .good  feed  of  theword,  (hall  rejoice  together 
in  tbe  numberleJs  fouls  that  (hall  be  gathered  to  him, 
and  they  (ball  be  your  joy,  and  crown  of  rejoicing.  In 
the  day  of  bis  glorious  appearing,  (i  Tbef.  ii.  19.) 

37  And  herein  37  And,  for  your  greater  comfort  and  encourage- 
»  that  faying  racnt  j  tell  you,  that  the  common  proverb.  One  fines, 
and  ujothcr  reap-  and  another  reaps ,  (hail  be  remarkably  verified,  to  your 
oh.  advantage,  in  the  great  fuccefs  of  your  labours,  for 

which  both  I  and  my  fervants,  who  prophefted  of  me, 
have  prepared  the  way  by  our  preceding  miniftrarions. 
•o^rci*"1  that  38  I  am  about  to  fend  you  with  a  com- 

whav^11  yc  bo-  RliflioQ  to  preach  the  gofpcl  •,  and  wben  ye  go  into  one 
flowed  no  labour:  piaCe  atuJ  another,  ye  (ball  be  the  reapers  of  this  fpiri- 
bourn)  -Si  ye  tual  harveft,  which  was  fo*n  by  .others,  and  is  now 
•re*  entered  imo  ripened  for  you  to  gather  it  with  richer  abundance, 
their  labours  than  cither  I  by  my  perfonal  miniftry,  or  any  of  my  for¬ 
mer  fervants  by  their  preaching,  ever  did  before  you. 
So  that  ye  will  have  the  advantage  and  tbe  increafe  of 
all  preceding  labours,  as  well  as  of  your  own,  and  be 
inftruments  of  perfecting  tbe  blefled  work,  which  they 
only  began  to  tbe  coaver fton  and  falvation  of  multitudes 
of  fouls*. 


35  And  m*ny  39  But,  (*)  to  return,  the  Samaritans  of  Sychar  ha- 
rtf  the  Samaritans  ving  heard  the  amazing  account  that  the  woman  gave 
firted^w*  aini^  drift’s  divine  knowledge,  and  of  the  power  with 
for  tbe  faying  »f  which  his  words  came  to  her  heart,  and  of  the  decla- 
<hc  *  ration  he  made  to  her  concerning  bimfelf  many  of 

He  wld  ™c  *U  I*icm  were  wwught  upon,  by  means  of  her  teftimony, 
that  tvu- 1  did.  to  believe  that  he  really  was  the  true  Mefliah,  who  they 
expe&ed  would  foon  appear  in  tbe  world. 

4°  So,  when  40  And  this  faith  of  theirs  had  fuch  an  rffeft  upon 
tbe  Sanunun*  then)j  though  they  were  Samaritans,  that  they  baften- 


N  O  T  E. 

*  A*  the  willing*  of  the  prophn*.  rite  the  Jtwt:  So  the  number  of  convert* in  a  Uw 
irtarhin g  of  Jeb/t  iff  Bepfiftt  aod  of  car  I-md  yeaiMt  under  the  miniftry  of  the  apnjtks, 
himfelf,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  nniocron*  vaftly  exceeded  all  that  had  been  made  for 
ronvcffions  tlut  were  made  by  the  miniftry  many  *ge»  before,  under  the  miniftry  ofdie 
of  tbe  tpoftlesamongjfwj  uid  anH  prupnets,  and  of  TWa  tbr  ifdjMg/f,  and  of 

had  Qtllitalcd  their  work,  and  in  a  manner  Chrift  hlmCUf* 
lulf  done  it  to  thdr  hand**  dpcriaHy  among 
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were  cone  onto  ed  with  great  defire,  to  converfe  with  him  themfelves; 
him,  Ui«r  ]**  and  when  they  came  to  him,  they  were  fo  &ffe£ked  with 
he'^wald^tarrr  w^at  an<*  heard,  that  they  laid  aGde  their  pre- 

with  them:  anA  judices  againft  him,  as  a  Jew,  and  earned! y  entreated 
he  tl,ere  him  to  go  into  their  city,  and  continue  for  fome  time 
two  yt.  at  iea(t  with  them,  that  they  might  (hew  .him  tokens 

of  refpedf,  and  receive  his  heavenly  inftruflions  about 
their  own  (alvation :  And  as  he  is  good  to  the  fouls 
thatfoek  him,  fo  he  went  into  their  city,  and  ftaid  two 
days  preaching  to  them,  and  thereby  giving  an  earned 
of  bis  mercy  to  the  Gentiles.  * 

41  And  many  41  And,  whilft  be  was  at  that  place,  many  others, 
nore  believed  fee*  who  were  not  convinced  by  the  woman’s  teftimony, 
iiwnwri'  were  hrongh't  to  believe  in  him,  when  they  themfelves 
came  to  bear  bis  excellent  do&rine,  and  feel  die  power 
of  his  grace  upon  their  own  hearts  *. 

4>  And  faid  4*  And  both  the  frefh  converts,  and  thole  that  had 
unto  the  woman,  before  believed  upon  the  woman’s  report,  (aid  to  her. 
Now  w  Mie™»  Now  our  faith  is  not  founded  upon  your  teltimony :  For 
t‘hy  bying:'  for  wc  ourfelves  have  heard  fucb  divine  and  important 
m  hat*  *  heard  things  from  Jefus,  and  they  have  come  with  fuch  evi- 
him  ourfclve* ,  jence  and  authority  to  our  minds  aad  confidences,  as 
thU»  indeed*  the  fully  alTuie  us,  that  he  is  in  truth  the  promifed  aad 
chrift,  the  Savf«  long-looked-For  Mefliah,  even  the  Saviour,  whom  we, 
our  <rf  the  world.  „  wej|  ag  the  Jews,  may  claim  an  intend  in,  and  in 
whom,  as  God  promifed  to  our  Father  Abraham,  all 
nations  (hall  be  blefledf 

4)  Now  after  43  Now  when  he  had  fpent  two  days  at  the  city  of 
two  davs  he  <U-  Sychar,  preaching  and  convening  many  there,  he  pur- 
pirtcdthencr.ind  fucj  hj6  intended  journey  from  thence  to  Galilee  t  hut 
declined  going  to  Nazareth,  where  he  was  brought  up, 
and  which  lay  in  that  country. 

44  For  Telus  44  For  as  be  bimfelf  had  declared  $,  when  at  the  be* 
hiaftlf  idufied  ginning  of  bis  miniltry  he  preached  there.  Even  a  true 
huh  no  CS  Pr0P^ct»  wbo  really  comes  with  a  meffage  from  God, 
in  Us  own  «onn-  is  neverthekfs  feldom  efteemed  and  regarded  among  his 
try.  former  acquaintance)  with  whom  he  was  brought  up  in 

low 


NOTES. 

*  ft  does  not  appear  that  he  wrought  aay  See  the  note  on  thtp.  iii*  rtf. 
miracles  here :  But  the  hlcfled  dTcS  of  his  ^  He  laid  this  with  refjpe#  to  Naianth  ; 
preaching  to  this  people  wee  furpiiTmg ;  and  f Luke  tv,  **.}  and  m  are  toJd,  (  AfacrA, 

he  can  as  effectually  convert  the  word  Gn-  lv.  i*>  13.)  that  at  bis  coming  into  Gafife^ 
nets,  and  the  molt  unlikely  to  be  wrought  when  he  heard  of  John'*  being  call  into  pii~ 
upon,  without  miracles,  as  with  them,  when-  fan,  he  leaving  Nattrttb  went  and  dwelt  in 
ever  he  pleafes  n>  fee  home  his  word  with  Cafirraam:  Udels  wetfippofr  our  EyimgcUfl; 
power  upon  thdr  hearts  \  but  without  this,  to  refer  to  his  not  going  thither,  it  will  bo 
the  gmuft  of  all  mtncla  will  hate  no  h-  very  difficult  to  make  out  the  conneAinn  of 
ring  etfh£h  this  with  the  foregoing  mfe  %  but  upon  this 

f  Thai  tht  nwr/J  in  this  place,  as  well  liippofrtoo  it  frauds  cafy  and  plain  thus,  lie 
as  in  many  others,  is  only  made  ofe  of  went  into  feme  parrs  of  Gaftl r ,  hut  nut  in 
to  comprehend  Gem rf«  as  well  as  Jem*  to  the  town  of  Afcarrf#, 
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low  life,  and  who  are  apt  to  form  their  opinion  of  him 
by  what  they  have  all  along  known  of  his  family,  edu¬ 
cation,  and  circnmftances  in  the  world,  rather  than  by 
the  plaineA  evidence  of  bis  eminent  qualifications,  and 
divine  authority, 

45  Therefore,  polling  by  Nazareth ,  he  went  into  o- 
ther  parts  of  Galilee,  and  many  of  the  people  therejoy- 
fully  entertained  him,  becaule  they  had  before  been 
much  affected  with  his  doctrine  and  miracles,  which 
they  had%eard  and  feen  at  Jemfakm,  when  they  were 
laft  there  to  celebrate  the  paflover;  (chap.  ii.  23.).  For 

forthey  dfc  vent  it  was  their  conftant  cuftom  to  go  up  to  that  city  every 
into  the  fcall.  year,  at  the  time  of  that  foletnniry,  in  obedience  to 
God’s  command. 

4 6  So  Jcfus,  finding  that  there  was  work  for  him  to 
do,  went  and  preached  in  fcveral  towns  and  villages  in 
that  country;  and  among  others,  he  again  vifited  that 
Cana,  which  lay  in  Galilee,  where  fome  time  before  he 
had  miraculoully  turned  water  into  wine,  {chap.  ii.  11.)  : 
And  during  his  abode  at  this  place,  there  was  cue  of 

r^r Ca per-  Herat? a  nohles  *,  whofe  fon  lay  ficlc  at  Capernaum. 

47  And  this  man,  great  as  he  was,  and  that  in  a 


4S  Then,  whn 
tic  come  into 
Galilee,  the 
Ktans  received 
him,  having  (ecu 
ell  the  dung*  that 
he  did  at  Jerafr* 

|em  at  the  fcaft  ; 


4d  So  JcAit 
came  into 

Cana  of  Galilee, 
where  he  made 
the  water  wine. 
And  there  was  a 
a  certain  nobk- 
roan,  whofe  Ton 


wicked  court,  having  heard  of  the  fame  of  Jefus,  and 


mwa. 

+7  When  he 

iTaTwme'out  his  being  co me  out  of  Judea  into  thofe  parts  of  Ga- 

Tiidn  into  Cali-  Ulee,  was  fo  concerned  for  his  fon,  and  bad  fo  much 

hTm'aidtefiwEh*  *n  ^  P°weT  °f  Cbrift,  that  he  took  a  journey,  of 
him'  that  lie  about  fifteen  miles  from  Capernaum  to  Cana ,  to  pay  his 
refpe&s  per  Tonally  to  him  :  And  when  he  faw  him,  he 
humbly  begged  with  great  earneftnefs,  that  he  would 
pleafe  to  go  home  with  him,  and  work  a  cure  upon  his 
Ton,  whofe  difeafe  was  fo  defperate,  that  at  his  Father’s 
leaving  him,  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  dead  child,  pad 
.hope  of  recovery  by  any  human  means  wbatfoever. 

48  Hereupon  our  Defied  Lord  faid  to  him  +,  1  plain* 
ly  perceive  how  it  is  with  you  Galileans :  Though  my 
doctrines  and  behaviour  be  ever  fo  heavenly  and  holy  ; 
and  many  of  you  have  feen  my  miracles  at  Jeru/alem, 
(wr.  45.}  yet  ye  will  not  believe  in  me,  as  the  Sama¬ 
ritans  did  upon  hearing  my  difeourfes,  [vtr.  42.)  un¬ 
it  fs  ye  fee  my  divine  power  exerted  in  performing  foots 
wonderful  works  in  your  own  country. 

49  The  royal  courtier  nevertheless  periifted  in  his 

humble 

NOTES. 

*  This  nobleman  fecros  to  have  been  either  tiers,  uho  had  received  good  impreJSoni  from 


would  *  come 
down,  and  heal 
his  fon:  for  he 
Vu  at  the  point 
of  denh. 


48  Then  fold 
Jcfiif  unto  him, 
Except  ye  tee 
fiifiis  and  *vofi~ 
ders,  ye  u  ill  dm 
btikvT. 


40  The  noble* 
man 


CSjto,  Hcr*T$  toward,  mentioned  Late  viii* 
3.  or  die  Mariaftot  who  bad  been  brought 
up  with  Hfi-s/,  mentioned  A ffr  xiii.  it  But 
whether  he  were  fo  or  not,  it  is  probable  that 
he  \ias  an  Hfr&Hat/,  *ad  one  of  HfrftTs  cour- 


Jeba  iltg  Baptifrs  tajjniftry, 

f  ChriiVfi  frying  this  to  him,  together  with 
the  reft  of  the  company,  intimites  that  he 
was  a 


a.  U. 
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nia  filth  un  humble'  addrefg  to  Chrift,  faying,  Lord,  as  I  believe 
aowD  S«e  "jT  tbou  cou^^  beal my  child,  wen  thou  brith  him,  I  beg 
child  diT*  0,7  that  thou  wouldft  go  along  with  me  now  without  delay, 
left  he  be  dead,  and  pad  any  pcd&hle  recovery  before  we 
get  to  him, 

i<>  Tcfnt  filth  50  Jeius,  to  honour  the  faith  of  this  nobleman,  and 
unto  him,  Co  to  help  its  infirmity  in  thinking  that  Chrift’s  corporal 
uiiT7  jSSS  PrrfeBce  neceffary  to  the  cure,  intimated  to  him, 
man  believed  the  that  he  had  power  in  himfelf  to  heal  his  Con  in  an  in- 
word  that  Jefoi  ftani,  by  a  mere  a£t  of  his  will,  wherever  he  was,  fay- 
bte/ud'bcMnt  *°8>  depart  *n  Pnce »  I  nov  at  this  diftance  reftore 
huiay,  ycur  fon  to- health,  and  attire  you  that  he  is  alive  and 

well :  Upon  this,  the  faith-  of  the  child’s  father  was  fo 
ftrengthened,  that  he  depended  on  Chrift’s  word,  and 
went  borne  to  fee,  and  rejoice  in  the  happy  event, 
jt  And.  at  be  51  And,  whilft  he  was  on  his  journey  back  to  Caper- 
vis  now  going  naumy  fome  of  bis  fervants,  who  were  lent  to  acquaint 
o^’hta^atid  bim  with  the  good  news,  met  him  on  the  road,  and 
uild  iim,  ’fifing,  told  hint  that  his  fon  was  perfe£tly  well  again. 

Thy  fon  liveih.  52  Then,  fot  the  further  confirmation  of  his  faith, 
niicd^be  Tr  be  ordered  them  to  tell  him  exaflty  at  what  time  bis 
thrm  ihc  hour  lbn  began  to  grow  better,  fuppofing  that  the  di  (temper 
whea  he  began  went  off  by  degrees;  And  they  replied,  that  he  did  noe 
^  gradually  recover,  as  is  nfual  in  fuch  cafes ;  hut  that, 
idm ,  Yefiadu  to  their  joyful  furprize,  the  fever  left  him  all  at  once, 
«  the  fcrcmh  aa,i  he  became  perfeQIy  well  in  an  infant  the  laft 
l^h'-iil!*  f*Ver  n>gbt,as  near  as  they  could  remember,  at  feven  o’clock. 
(See  die  note  onebap.  i.  39.) 

I,  So  the  fi-  53  Hereupon,  the  nobleman  recolle&ing  the  precife 
ihw  knew  that  u  tjme  whcn  Jefus  faid  to  him,  Tby  fon  liveih ,  found 
tear  in  the  wbwh  that,  at  that  very  inflant,  his  fon  was  fuddenly  and  mi- 
jdiis  fiid  unto  raculoufly  healed  ;  and  be  believed  that  Jefus,  who 
could  work  fuch  a  miracle,  afar  off,  as  well  as  near  at 
Mf  Ittlinal,  and  band,  was  the  true  Mettah  ;  And  when,  upon  coming 
hit  whole  hovfe.  home,  be  Civ  that  his  dear  child,  whom  he  left  at  the 
point  of  death,  was  indeed  reftorod  to  a  flate  of  perfeft 
„  health,  and  when  he  and  the  eye-witnefles  of  the  reco¬ 

very  had  compared  notes  about  it,  his  own  faith  was  ftill 
further  efahliftied  *,  and  all  his  family,  after  bis  exam¬ 
ple,  believed  in  the  Lord  Jefus. 

14  Thu  w  a-  £4  This  was  the  fccond  miracle  that  Jeliis  wrought 
P}*  •'*!* ' *?“?' 4  in  Galilee ,  upon  his  coming  out  of  Judea  into  that  coun- 
did,  wteote w  try,  where  he  had  been  fome  months  before  at  Guiat 
come  out  of  Ju-  and  turned  water  into  wine.  {Chap.  ii.  7, — 11.) 

dea  into  Gaiiloc- 

RE  COLLECTIONS, 

Into  what  a  Toward  humble  ikate  did  our  tie  (Ted  Lord  come !  How  was  be  fur* 
rounded  with  troubles  and  dangers,  and  denied  the  refreJfciDeat  of  a  little  cold 
water  !  What  tdlfome  jouniics  did  hd  take  on  fcot !  and  how,  being  a  man 

made 
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made  Wee  unto  bid  brethren,  did  he  fuftr  wearifieb,  hunger,  and  tfairft !  How 
laborious  was  be  in  his  work,  fatting  us  an  example !  and  how  docs  Prorideoce 
fubfervt  the  defigu  of  bis  grace,  by  throwing  things  into  fach  a  conrfc,  as  is 
ueceflary  for  meeting  with  the  appointed  objc&e  of  faring  mercy !  and  when  he 
meets  with  them,  how  tenderly,  and  yet  how  dofely  does  he  deal  with  their  con* 
faiences;  and  what  a  glorious  harveil  of  fouls  doth  be  gather  to  himfelf!  When 
once  they  are  brought  in  eameft  to  inquire  after  him,  he  wilt  gracioofly  afford 
them  his  prefence,  and  will  manifeft  himfelf  to  them,  that  they  may  have  an  ex- 
perimental  acquaintance  with  him,  which  is  bdt  of  all.  And  0  what  a  free  and 
rich  gift  of  God,  in  preference  to  all  others,  is  Cbrift  in  himfelf,  and  in  the 
eftcem  of  them  that  favingiy  know  him,  though  they  were  naturally  ignorant  of 
him,  and  much  more  defiroui  of  temporal  advantages,  than  of  the  fpiritual 
bieffings  that  come  along  with  him.  But  O  amazing  condefceufion  and  grace, 
that  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  will  feek  worshippers  among  fuch  carnal  creatures  as 
we  are  l  Amibleffed  be  hitnatne  that  he  mil  accept  of  ^ofpel-worfhipt  without 
dlftindtion  of  places,  where- ever  rt  is  performed  in  fpint  and  in  truth.-*- What 
delight  docs  our  Lord  jefustakem  glorifying  his  Father,  and  doing  good  to  ta* 
mortal  fouls !  and  what  abundant  encouragement  have  his  fanouts  to  go  on  with 
his  work  1  They,  like  their  blcfltd  Saviour,  ftaH  be  received  by  fome,  while 
they  arc  reje&ed  by  others :  The  pains  of  thofa,  that  have  gone  before  them, 
preparetheir  way,  and  make  their  work  the  eafier  to  them  *  and  after  they  them- 
felm  arc  dead  and  gone,  many  lhall  reap  the  advantage  of  the  feed  they 
fowed  among  them :  Their  labour  is  indeed  great*  like  that  of  (owing  and  reap¬ 
ing  j  but  they  (ball  have  the  pleafure  of  being  inftromental  in  gathering  foub  to 
Chnft,  and  fhalt  receive  a  glorious  reward,  to  their  everlafting  joy.  But,  alas ! 
how  do  prejudices  again  ft  the  miniftry  we  fit  under,  hinderour  profiting  by  it ! 
It  is  well  form,  if  aflUAtons  thcmfolves  arc  fan&ificd,  as  means  of  bringing  us, 
like  Herod's  courtier,  to  Chrift;  he  will  then  give  us  the  defirev  of  our  hearts, 
and  even  exceed  our  faith  and  hope,  and  ftill  further  confirm  them  in  him.  Hap¬ 
py  the  ^reat  men  and4 nobles  of  the  earth,  that  are  brought  to  know  and 
believe  in  jefus,  for  the  faving  of  tbeir  fouls.  And  happy  matters  of  fami¬ 
lies,  whofc  faith  is  followed  by  aU  that  arc  hi  thdr  houfes,  and  who,  *  by 
comparing  experiences  with  them,  gain  ftrength  and  eftabliibment  in  their 
fpiritual  concerns  !  Whenever  Cbrift  difplaya  his  power  and  goodnefs  in  the  fa, 
or  any  other  ioftances,  how  Jhould  we  record  it  to  his  praife,  and  to  the 
encouragement  of  our  own  and  others  fouls. 


-CHAP.  V* 

Chrijl  cures  a  man  on  the  fabbath-daj)  who  lay  at  the  pool  of  Betbefdtt) 
and  had  icon  lame  thirty-eight  yearst  I, — The  Jews  quarrel  about 
if,  10, — 1 6.  Chrijl  vindicates  himfelf  by  afferting  his  (non  divine 
character  as  the  Son  of  God)  17, — 31,  Proves  this  h  the  tejlmony 
<f  John  the  Baptiji)  of  his  own  miracles ,  cf  his  Father +  and  of  the 
Old  Tcjlament-feripturcS)  3  a* — 39,  And  charges  the  Jews  with  va¬ 
rious  faults  which  they  were  guilty  qfy  40* — 47* 

Tcit.  Paraphrase. 

faS”  A  our  Meffcd  Sav  lour  had  healed  the  nobleman's 

the  jm%odje*  ^  foa  in  GaHIeey  one  of  the  annual  fcafU  *  returned, 
fu  at 

NOTE. 

*  It  b  highly  probable  that  this  fetft  vb>  fecund,  Enthb  place,  or  no  where?  The  thin), 
the  pa  (fever ;  for  it  fanil  that  the  evangdift  b  chap,  vi  4.  (fee  the  oore  ihntj  ind  the 
partkularLy  recited  the  four  pa  (love  ft,  fourth,  in  chap.  xlH,  1,  Vd.  Light  f.  ffer* 
ip  their  order,  that  were  between  drift's  bap-  Heir,  pay*  JJ4.  and  Harm.  *04, 
tiiin  and  death.  The  frit,  id  <bap  it*  13.  The 


Cb.  iv. 
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lbs  sent  Dp  to 
Jcnifikai. 


t  Nov  there 
i$  it  Jcmfilein, 
by  the  uktp- mar¬ 
ie/  *  pool  which 
U  called,  In  the 
Hebrew  tongue, 
UctbeHe,  having 
five  porches. 


3  Id  thde1ay 
» (treat  multitude 
of  impotent  folk, 
of  blind,  bale, 
withered,  waiting 
for  the  moving 
of  the  water. 


4  For  an  angel 
neat  dowq  at  a 
certain  faribn  in¬ 
to  the  pool,  and 

troubled  the  va 
ter:  whofbever 
then  frit  alter 
the  troubling  of 
the  water  Helped 
in ,  wu  made 
whole  of  whar£>* 
ever  di&a&  be ’ 
had. 


f  And  a  cer~ 
tain  man  was 
there  which  had 
it  infirmity  thir¬ 
ty  and  eight 
years. 


at  which  all  the  males  of  Ifr&tl  were  obliged  to  appear 
before  the  Lord  at  Jerufatem^  (Exod*  xxiiu  17*);  and 
Jefufl  went  thither,  as  ufual,  that  he  might  pay  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  law. 

a  Now  there  *  was  in  JtrufaUm*  mar  the  (beep-gate* 
(1/1  ri«J  a  certain  bath  or  pond  of  water,  called 
in  the  common  dialed  ufed  among  the  8etbefd&% 
which  fignifies,  The  houfe  of  mercy  or  fcindn  $  and, 
adjoining  to  this,  were  f  five  cloy  tiers,  or  covered  walks, 
whofe  roof  was  Supported  by  columns,  for  the  pleafure 
and  convenience  of  the  people,  and  efpecialty  of  thole 
that  came  to  waft  in  this  pool. 

3  In  theft  doyfters  abundance  of  diftempered  peo¬ 
ple  lay,  fomc  blind,  others  lame,  and  others  finew- 
ftirunk,  and  the  like,  who  came  or  were  brought  thi¬ 
ther,  and  continued  waiting  there,  in  hopes  of  being 
healed  by  the  water  of  that  poo],  when  it  ftould  be 
put  into  a  fupematural  motion,  as  it  had  fome times 
been. 

4  For  God,  to  awaken  the  expectation  of  IJr&el ,  that 
he  was  about  to  return  to  them  in  vifible  tokens  of  .bis 
favour,  after  they  had  been  withdrawn  for  feveral  ages, 
and  to  enoourage  periods  attending  on  any  means  of 
his  appointment  for  conveying  bleffings  to  them,  had 
of  late  font  an  angel  at  fome  particular  feafons,  to  give 
a  difcernihle  motion  jo  the  water  of  this  bath,  which 
immediately  thereupon  became  of  a  healing  nature,  in 
a  very  extraordinary  manner,  not  for  the  curing  of  all 
that  might  go  into  it,  but 'only  of  any  one  perfon  j,  who 
ftepprd  in  full  after  the  moving  of  the  water,  that  the 
Divine  Power  and  fovereigmy  might  be  the  more  re¬ 
markably  feen  id  rhe  cure;  and  bow  defperate  and  long 
continued,  or  of  what  kind  foever  the  difeafe  of  this  per¬ 
fon  might  be,  he  wu  inftamly  and  effectually  healed* 

5  And  among  many  others,  that  lay  in  theft  cloyfters 
waiting  for  the  happy  opportunity,  there  was  one  man 
in  fuch  deplorable  dreum fiances,  that  he  had  loft  the 
ufe  of  bis  limbs  for  thirty-eight  years  pad. 

6  When 


NOTES. 

*  The  Erangelift 's  mentioning  thu  in  the  .  jbme  rodtenger  from  the  ftnhedrim,  or  from 
prefect  wnfe  feems  to  be  an  intimation,  that  the  priefts,  pun  the  impregnated  water  into, 
he  wrote  his  gofpd  befare  the  deftnrftion  of  net  to  any  other  imnrel  caufc  wharfoever s 
JcrafiiUm*  Foe  then  id  virtue  wnuU  not  have  been  re- 

J  +'I1iefc,raysDr.Li>i&//«linliisHarinonyJ  (trained  to  the  healing  of  the  finale  perfon 
e.  were  fuch  wafts  as  are  In  the  Royal  who  fitft  fteppediti;  and  no  natural  virtue 
Exchange  at  IvWro*  could  be  effitfhial  to  cure  all,  one  as  well  as 

J  This  fhews  dial  the  virtue  0/  this  water  another,  of  the  different  foots  or  ditcafci  hero 
was  nor  owing,  as  fomc  have  fundied,  to  a  mentioned ;  and  therefore  every  cure  ly  this 
,  mixture  of  the  blood  of  the  ftcriace*,  which  means  mu  ft  be  entirely  miraculous, 
rminto  this  pool,  styj  ro  s  motion  which 
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0  When  Jefa* 
(ur  him  lye,  and 
knew  that  he  had 
been  no«  a  long 
time  m  flfcaf 
he  faith  unto 
him,  W1U  thou 
W  nod*  wholo  j 


7  The  Impo¬ 
tent  mu  anfwct* 
et  him,  Sir,  Y 
tun  no  man, 
vben  the  vaicr  is 
troubled,  to  pni 
meintothe  poolr 
hut  while  1  am 
coming,  another 
fleppeUi  down 
before  me. 


B  Jcfiis  &UH 
unto  him*  Rife, 
take  up  thy  bed, 
and  walk. 


p  And  imme¬ 
diately  the  man 
was  made  whole, 
ud  took  up  his 
bed,  aodL walked: 
and  on  the  fame 
day  was  the  fab- 
bat  Et. 

io  The  'Jews 
therefore  (aid  un¬ 
to  him  that  was 
cured.  It  is  the 
fabbath-day  :  k 
n  not  lawful  for 
ihcc  to  carry  ihj 
hed, 

vt  HcanfWvr- 
cd  tliem.  He  that 
made  me  whole, 
the  umt  fold  «n- 
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6  When  oar  blotted  Lord  came  among  thefe  mifera- 
ble  objeds,  he  took  particular  notice  of  this  diftretted 
man  »  and  knowing  in  hionfdf,  that  he  had  continued 
fo  many  years  in  this  lamentable  condition,  his  pity  was 
moved  toward  him  ;  and  that  be  might  raife  the  poor 
creature’s  expedition  of  a  cure,  and  give  him  an  op* 
portunity  of  declaring  before  the  people  how  much  lie 
needed  it,  Jefus  going  up  to  him  faid,  Are  you  really 
deGrous  to  be  heated  of  yonr  diftemper  ? 

7  The  tame  man  having  no  notion  of  Chtift’s  healing 

him,  but  hoping  that  now,  at  laft,  a  kind  friend  was 
come,  who  might  aflift  him  in  getting  into  the  wa? 
ter,  anfwered  him.  Sir,  the  very  deiign  of  my  coming 
hither  is  to  wait,  and  try  in  the  beft  manner  I  can,  for 
a  cure:  But  alas  1  I  am  fo  poor,  that  I  cannot  hire 
a  fervant,  and  fo  negteded  and  defpifed,  that  I  cannot 
And  a  friend  to  put  me  into  the  pool  immediately  up¬ 
on  the  moving  of  its  waters ;  and  wbilft  I  am  crawling 
toward  it,  fome  other  difeafed  perfon  always  gets  the 
ftart  of  me,  jumps  in  before  me,  and  receives  the  be¬ 
nefit,  which  is  obtained  only  by  him  who  gets  in  firft j 
and  fo  hitherto,  I  have  not  been  able  to  fucceed  in  my 
delire.  1 

8  Hereupon  Jefus'deligning  to  work  a  miraculous 
cure  upon  him,  and  therein  to  conform  to  the  role 
that  had  been  fettled  by  providence  at  Bethejdat  for 
healing,  only  one  perfon  at  a  time,  laid  to  the  tame 
man,  in  a  way  of  fovereign  authority.  Get  up,  and, 
taking  your  bed  upon  your  back,  carry  it  hence,  as  a 
proof  that  your  health  and  ftrength  are  perfectly  rc- 
ftored. 

(>  And  fuch  almighty  power  went  forth  with  this 
word  of  command,  that  the  poor  man  was  entirely  healed 
in  a  moment,  and  received  ftrength  to  enable  him  to 
obey  Chrift’s  order,  which  he  acordingly  did  by  taking 
up  bis  bed,  and  carrying  it  away  in  the  light  of  all  the 
people :  And  the  time  when  this  miracle  was  wrougfar, 
and  this  evidence  given  of  it,  was  on  a  fabatn  day. 

10  When  therefore  fome  of  the  Jews  obferred  that 
the  man  who  was  healed  walked  along  the  ftreets  with 
his  bed  upon  his  hack,  they  were  offended  at  it,  and 
quarrelled  with  him  about  it,  laying,  This,  you  know, 
is  the  fabbath,  and  it  is  a  profanation  of  this  holy  day, 
for  you  to  carry  your  bed,  or  any  burthen  whatfoever  : 
How  dare  youthen  be  guilty  of  fuch -a  great  and  pub* 
lie  fin  ? 

1 1  The  man  replied  in  vindication  of  himfelf.  What 
I  do  is  by  the  exprels  command  of  the  very  perfon  who 


ti  Then  ask¬ 
ed  they  him, 

Whatman  Uthat 

which  fard  unto 
thccfTAeQpthy 
bed  and  walk  ? 


1 3  And  he  that 
vaf  hcakd  wilt 
not  who  it  vil  * 
for  Jefas  had  con¬ 
veyed  himfeif  a* 
Mnyf  a  multitude 
being  in  tket 
place. 
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tome.  Take  up  miniculoufly  healed  me  tn  an  inflant,  and  enabled  me 
thr  bedaod  walk.  for  jt  j  I  c  on  Id  do  no  Jefs  than  obey  bim,  after  he  had 
wrought  fuch  a  great  and  memful  cure  upon  me ;  and 
furely  be,  who  did  it,  merely  by  (peaking  a  word,  mult 
needs  be  fome  holy  and  extraordinary  prophet,  and 
would  never  bid  me  do  any  thing  that  is  finfuh 

ll  Then  they,  fufpefting  that  jefus  had  done  tbU, 
made  no  inquiry  about  the  miracle  ;  but,  palling  over 
that,  faid,  with  a  taunting,  wrathful,  and  contemptu¬ 
ous  air,  to  him  that  was  healed.  Fray,  what  man*  is 
he,  who  darft  prefume  to  authorize  your  fo  notorioufly 
breaking  God’s  law,  by  carrying  your  bed  on  the  lab-* 
bath-day  J 

13  But  {^)  the  healed  man  could  not  inform  them 
who  it  was,  he  having  never  before  feen  Jefus,  who 
had  been  thus  gracious  to  him :  For  as  foon  as  Chrift 
had  cured  him,  he  withdrew  into  the  crowd,  to  con¬ 
ceal  himfelf  among  them,  there  being  a  vail  multitude 
at  that  place,  and  then  flipped  privately  away,  that  he 
might  prevent  the  confufion  which  was  like  to  arife 
from  his  being  cried  up  by  fome  for  the  miracle  he  had 
wrought,  and  cried  down  by  others  for  doing,  and  or¬ 
dering  this  man  to  do,  what,  as  they  fuperflirioufly 
pretended,  was  a  breach  of  the  fabbath. 

14  Afterwards  the  poor  man,  being  difmifled,  went  to 
the  temple  t,toofferthinkfgivings  toGodfor  bis  miracu¬ 
lous  recovery,  and  to  (hew  that  hepaidareligious  regard  to 
the  lahbatb,  notwithfta tiding  what  had  .been  fuggefted 
to  the  contrary;  And  jefus  going  thither,  as  he  was 
wont,  met  with  him  there*,  and  fpeakmg  to  him  again, 
fjid,  Behold  how,  in  the  riches  of  divine  and  dutinguilh* 
ing  mercy,  you  have  been  delivered  from  your  late  fore 
affliction,  contrary  to  your  own  expectations  or  deferts  : 
Take  heed  that  you  do  not  knowingly  commit  any  (in 
hereafter,  left,  by  an  ahufe  of  this  endearing  in  (lance 
of  God*s  goodnefe,  you  bring  upon  yourfelf  worfe  mi- 
feries  than  ever  you  yet  felt,  to  the  ruin  of  your  immor¬ 
tal  foul, 

15  At  this  fecond  interview  tbe  man  found  who  it 
was  that  had  lb  miraculoudy  healed  him  ;  and  he  im¬ 
prudently,  though  with  a  good  intention  to  do  honour 
to  his  great  Phyfician,  went  to  fome  of  the  chief  of  the 
JrvS)  and  told  them  that  jefus  of  Nazareth  was  the 

perfon 

NOTES, 

*  They  feemed  to  call  bim  a  nuv,  by  way  they  prtfiuned  to  fry  wu  a  violation  or  the 
of  cotttrapt,  to  infinuate  that  he  ws*  no  lew  of  God. 

more  than  a  man,  and  therefore  cookl  ha**  *  This  W  pn>bably  on  the  fame  day,  O 
authority  to  order  ilut  to  be  done  which  fooa  1+  he  had  dlfpo&d  of  hi*  bed. 


14  Afterward 
Jefus  fi  udeth  him 
Li  the  temple, 
and  laid  L  smo 
h:m  ,Krhuld,thoii 
art  nude  whole  : 
tin  ito  niore,  left 
a  worfe  thing 
come  unto  ibcc» 


if  The  man 

kpLjffed(and  toU 
Ik  Jew*  thuit 
ijj  Jefus  which 

had 
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bid  made  b!m  perlon  «tio  had  *  .miraculoully  wrought  the  great  cure 
**“**•  upon  him. 

16  And  thtrc-  16  But  the  Jews,  inftead  of  admiring  lo  undoubted 
fore  did  the je»*  and  merciful  a  miracle,  which  was  an  evident  demon* 
andfonjhtwOay  ftradon  of  Chriil’a  divine  power  and  goodnefs,  were 
bin,  heoaTc  he  provoked  at  it,  and  took  occafion  from  thence  to  fet 
had  done  theft  thcnifelves  with  the  greateft  malignity  again  ft  him,  and 
even  to  third  for  bis  blood,  becauie  he  bad  healed  the 
lame  man  +,  as  well  as  ordered  him  to  carry  his  bed, 
on  the  lahbatb,  which  they  called  fuch  an  open  profa¬ 
nation  of  that  facred  day,  as  was  worthy  of  death. 

tr  Bat  JeTa*  17  But  our  Lord,  to  defend  what  he  bad  done,- laid 
MrPathcr  2Sl  *°  them.  Though  God  my  Father  has  inftituted  a  fab 
«h  hitherto,  and  hath  for  man,  ye  mull  all  own  that  he  neverthrlefo  has 
I  w«rk.  all  along,  from  the  creation  hitherto,  continually  per¬ 

formed  his  providential  works  of  power  and  goodnefs 
on  the  fabbath,  as  well  as  on  other  days  i  and  I,  bis 
Son,  partaking  of  his  nature  and  perfections,  am  un¬ 
divided  in  operation  from  him  :  Our  work  and  autho¬ 
rity  are  the  lame  in  the  prefervation  and  government 
of  all  things  j  and  therefore  as  none  can  preteod  to  lay, 
that  what  my  Father  does  on  the  fabbath,  is  any  breach 
upon  the  holy  reft  of  that  day  »  fo  there  is  no  juft 
ground  to  object  againft  what  1  have  done,  wbo  am  a 
co-worker  with  him,  as  if  it  were  a  violation  of  the 
labbath  j. 

is  Therefore  18  The  Jrtvt,  at  the  hearing  of  this,  were  flail 
the  roTta!  mt>re  abundantly  enraged,  and  determined  to  do  their 
fain,  bennft  he  utmoft  to  put  him  to  death,  becaufe  he  had  not  only 
notonly  hidbrfr*  done  whar  they  infilled  was  a  profanation  of  the  fab- 
UtftU»te.b*hti  batb,  but,  to  juftify  himfelf,  bad  added  the  higbtft 
God  wu  hi.  Ft.-  blafphemy  to  impiety,  by  calling  God  las  own  proper 
ther,  father,  {*«i*f*  **“»)  in  Jo  peculiar  and  eminent  a  fenfe 


N  O 

*  It  u  ofaJcrahk  t  bar  the  in  iheir 

question,  (Mr.  ia,)  took  do  notice  of  the 
miracle,  but  only  allied  what  roan  had  or¬ 
dered  this  pcfbd  to  take  up  his  bed  and 
walk  ;  Sot  the  mao,  in  his  account  of  Jdus, 
took  no  notice  of  his  ordering  him  to  wry 
bis  bed,  but  only  of  his  making  him  whole ; 
which  Jhcws  that  the  in  formation  this  mao 
give  was  not  from  any  ill  will  to  Chrift,  as 
their  inquiry  but  that  he  designed  it 

for  the  honour  of  Kfc  great  benefactor. 

f  It  wu  Chrift’s  working  the  miracle, 
rather  than  bis  ordering  this  man  to  carry  bis 
bed,  that  ftuag  the  and  pat  them  ap* 
on  taking  oceuktiito  charge  him  with  break¬ 
ing  the  iabbath,  as  appears  from  our  Lord** 
anfwcring  only  to  this  ground  of  the  charge, 
winch  in  courts  would  confute  the  wbokef a. 


as 

T  E  & 

§  This  way  of  our  blotted  Lord’s  arguing, 
from  his  Father’s  working  to  his  own,  plain* 
Jy  intimates  that  he  fpcafc*  of  himfelf  u  one 
with  his  Father  i a  nature  and  operation ; 
otherwift  the  argument  tales  its  force  and 
beaut  j  ;  For  if  a  mem  creature,  wbo  only 
receives  a  commttCoo  from  God,  u  for  ia- 
fiance,  a  prophet  or  an  apoftle*  were  to  lay, 
God  does  whatever  he  plcafes,  and  therefore 
I  have  a  right  to  do  whatever  f  p?o&  like¬ 
wise  on  the  fabbath-day  f  who  would  not  ice 
the  reriomng  to  be  incondufivc  and  ablurd  ? 
Bat  under  founding oar  Lord  to  fpcak  of  him-* 
fdf  u  one  in  nature  and  operation  with  the 
Father  in  all  his  works,  the  argument  is  ir* 
refittlblc  t  and  it  la  evident  from  tbe  following 
v«fe,  that  the  Jr&t  uodcrftood  hint  is  tint 
peculiar  and  exalted  Kale, 
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tb«r  ,  making  as  amounted  to  no  ]efs  than  a  claim  of  equality  in.au- 
^UhGad  W>U,t  thorny,  power,  and  operation  with  God  himl’JT  *. 

i*  Thru  an-  *9  In  unfwer  to  this,  our  bleffed  Lord  was  fo  far 
fwtred  jeuw,  and  from  blaming  the  Jews  for  wrefting  his  words,  that  he 
Veri^wril'^Hky  went  on  to  vindicate  them  in  the  mart  fubiime  fenfe 
uaio^you/  Tbe  that  could  be  put’upon  them,  faying,  F,  who  am  Truth 
Son  can  do  n«-  itfclf,  folemniy  alTureyou,  that  the' union  between  the 
ta&kfa*  *«bcrwd  Son  is  fo  finpular  and  efiential,  and  they 
the  Father  do;  are  to  undivided  in  their  actings,  and  in  their  privity 
for  whet  thing*  to  each  other’s  defigns,  that  the  Son  can  do  nothing  of 
thcfe'Jfo  'doui  his  own  head,  or  feparatdy  from  the  Father,  without 
the  Souiiktwiir,  his  confent  and  co-operation,  but  only  concurs  -with 
the  Father  in  all  the  works,  which,  by  his  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  him,  he  fees  him  doing:  For  ail  things 
that  the  Father  himfelf  effe&s,  in  the  comimial  agcu- 
cv  of  hi*  Providence,  the  very  fame  does  the  Son 

alfo  perform,  by  hi*  co-operation  with  him ;  and  that 
(*^Msr)  in  the  very  fame  manner,  with  the  feme  divine 
power  and  authority  with  which  the  Father  biinlcif 
performs  them  :  So  that  the  Father  no  more  doe*  them 
without  the  Sou,  than  the  Son  without  him. 
i*  For  the  Fa-  20  For  they  being  as  much  united  in  will  and  affisc- 
tber  lovsth  the  tion,  as  in  nature  aud  power,  the  Father  has  fuch  an 
him  da°th!i!g*  infinite  Complacency  in  bis  Son,  that  he  delights  in 
Uiu  himfelf  doth:  communicating  counfels  with  him,  {and  in  laying  open 
and  all  his  deGgns  and  ."operations  to  him;  fo.  that  no  one 
thing,  that  is  done  hy  the  Father,  is  ever  bid  from  the 
Son  -f;  'And,  in  the  further  courfe  of  his  difpenfeubnsj 

he 


NOTES. 

*  The  Jews  tberafdve*  often  called  God  do;  and  (be  faha'spitwiitg  Hm  thc&uhings, 
the  if  Fitter,  tnd  would  new  have  found  as  to  he  done  by  him,  is  an  uadcuiabb  proof 
tank  with,  much  Wi  charged  bfofphcmy  of  the  Fat  ter**  approbation  of  him,  a  od  pba* 
upon,  any  that  tame  to  them  tinder  the  ebarae-  fare  in  him,  and  inall  that  he  docs  as  me* 
ter  of  a  prophet*  for  ufiftg  the  fame  ftib ;  ditto* ;  And  tvm  we  rn  take  it  in  thn  ligh:. 
And  therefore  they  muft  te  fiippofedto  on*  what  our  -blcfled  Lord  here  fays  about  hU 
rierftand  <nr  Lord*  as  fpeikmf  of  God,  as  fa tobsi  things  firmer  the  Father  Jdrj,  anJitt 
his  Father,  in  a  ftnfe  faperkt  to  any  f<yve-  thejamt  manner  with  him,  and  his  Father's 
flint  or  oiE*e  relation,  and  in  a  fenfe  :b  pe-  fitting  bm  all  things  that  him/ctf  doat  rc- 
ruliarto  himfelf,  as  to  intimate  hi*  partaking  prefems  him  as  receiving  focfi  an  high  office 
of  tbe  fame  nature  and  per feflions  vriib  him ;  from  his  Father*  and  fuch  powers  for  dif* 
or  clfc  there  would  have  been  no  room  for  charging  it,  as  he  could  not  be  capable  of  ex- 
thetr  imagining  or  fu^rflias,  chat  by  this  ertidogttmle^hewere  the  Son  of  God  la  Jb 
claim  of  relation  to  God  a*  his  Father,  he  high  and  proper  a  fenfe,  as  to  be  partaker  of 
made  himfelf  equal  with  God*  tire  fame  dw ine  nature  and  perfections  »i;U 

f  If,  s*  &me  think,  the  Sm*s  fang  netting  the  Father,  and  to  be  intimately  otif  ;?i;h  him* 
«f  bhnftlfhtt  what  he  fees  the  Father  fa  and  But  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  it  couUl  be 
the  Father's  faring  bhtt}  end  Jbnt4*g  him  a  lb  Aid  of  Chiift,  rntr^Iy  as  the  Mefliali,rfj>tTU- 
tftotgfthat  biinfefffat,  &c.  rehre  to  nil  office-  ty  in  his  ft  ate  of  humiliation,  that  -ethatfimr 
chauffer  at  the  MefGah  *  Then  theft  ejtpre£>  things  the  Father  did,  the  very  feme  did  the 
flam  art  tobe  under  flood  with  refpeh  to  Son,  and  tljat  Vn  the  fame  manner  \  or  that 
bis  doing  nothing  in  the  execution  of  bis  of-  the  Father  flicwcd  him  univerialiy  aU  rkstegr 
fice,  hot  by  rommiffion  from  bis  Father,  and  that  himfelf  did :  And  iJicrcfurc  1  rather  i«- 
nothing  but  what  the  Father,  by  the  iinftbn  dine  to  t^e  lenfe  given  of  i;  in  the  pawplirafe* 
of  his  Spirit,  iarinuies  to  him  tost  he  ibauld  as  relating  to  the  Son,  confidcred  in  hi*  orW 
Voi»  11*  t  X 
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ud  he  will  (hew  he  will  (hew  him  in  real  events  of  his  power  and  good- 
ncfs,  and  will  perform  by  him,  and  together  with  him, 
jc  nuf  huttcI.  much  greater  works  than  healing  a  lame  man,  that 
thofe  of  you,  who  (hall  believe,  may  be  filled  with  ho* 
ly  wonder  and  praife,  and  that  others  of  you,  who  will 
neveithelefs  continue  obftinate  in  your  unbelief,  may 
be  aflonifhed,  and  even  confounded  at  them, 
at  For  u  the  u  For,  to  mftauce  in  fame  of  thefe  greater  works, 
SH1"doulr'U,ao5  w^ch  the  Son  does  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  Fji- 
(jDwlteneih  ti™.-  ther,  and  which  he  could  not  do  in  the  execution  of 
even  (b  the  Son  his  olfice,  as  the  Meffiah,  unlefs  he  were  partaker  of 
helwiu!ietllWlU”n  the  divine  nature :  As  it  is  undoubtedly  the  peculiar 
property  of  God  to  raife  the  dead,  and  rcllore  them  to 
life,  and  the  Father  has  done,  and  whenever  he  plea* 
fes  can  do  this  ;  even,  fb,  by.  the  fame  power  and  au¬ 
thority,  and  with  like  fovereignty, .  the  Son  quickens 
them,  who  are  dead  in  rcefpafles  and  fins,  to  a  fpiritual 
life,  and  raifes  them  to  corporal  life  again,  who  were 
literally  dead,  whenever  he  will*.  , 
it  For  the  Fa-  22  For-  God  the  Father  does  not  referve  merely  to 
^  himfelf,  nor  eiercife  immediately  by  himfelf,  even  that 
committed  -ah  prerogative  of  deity,  which  canufts  in  ordering  all  the 
{h^'on1*  Unto  concems  providence  and  grace  here,  and  in  mana- 
'  *  ging  the  final  judgment  hereafter ;  but  has  put  the  im- 

medtate  exercife  of  theft.divine  -powers  into  the  hands 
of  his  incarnate  $on. 

tj  That  all  23  And  this  he  has  done  to  this  end,  that,  in  (lead 
men  fbould  ho-  0f  any  one’s  being  (tumbled  and  offended  at  the  incar- 
fren  as*  they  he^  nation  anti  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  God,  all  men 
nour  the  Fjihcr.  might  be  induced,  by  hie  bearing  and  executing  this 
eA  nMl  rtuTsan  ^igh  commiffion  in  human  nature,  to  paythe  fame  re- 
booouirth  not  ligious  adoration,  worfhip,  and  obedience  to  him,  as 
the  Father  which  they  are  obliged  to  pay  to  die  Father  himfelf :  And  the 
luth  fcnt  him.  Father  fo  peremptorily  in  fids  upon  this,  as  to  account, 
that,  after  fuefa  a  revelation  of  the  Mdfiah,  whoever 
does  nor  in  this  manner  honour  the  Son,  does  not  tru¬ 


ly  honour  the  Father  himfelf,  who  glorieth  in  having 
fuch  a  Son,  and  has  fern  him  with  all  authority,  to  ex¬ 
ert  thefe  peculiar  prerogatives  of  deity,  that  he  might 
he  ewned.and  homaged  as  a  Divine  perfbn.  . 

M 

NOTES, 


rigiaat  natcre,  who  iffbch  was  capable  of  dom  id  this  workman  diobU  ttilrng  the  dead* 
performin')  ail  thole  work*  urhich  belong  m  and  paffing  the  final  Sentence  upon  all  man* 
Iris  (office,  in  as  divine  amfGoiHifre  a  manner,  kind  in  the  wofldtco  come ;  and  that*  In  i!ie 
as  the  Father  himfelf  would  have  done  had  Ibliotriag  veriest  be  enlarges  pj» a  each  of 
he  Keen  incarnate-  tbc&  ^hckidiQiffdl^,  as  we  flialt  Ice  whea 

*  It  Jeeais  to  me,  as  if  Chrift,  in  tbh  and  wt  come  to  them ;  Othrrwife  it  may  be  dilfi- 
the  neat  verie,  fpeaksof  railingand  quicken-  alb  to  account  fo»  Ms  repeating  ex  predion* 
!□£  the  dead* and  of  alt  judgment  being  com*  of  thisnatifre  fo  often  In  Co  Hunt  ft  jifagiffc 
nutted  to  him,  m  an  extoifive  vicw(  as  ro  the  oou  <ux  vtr*  ij. 
being  both  to  thcadoriaUlmtionofhiskiDg- 
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14  V<rily«ft- 
\y  I  fry  onto 
you,  El*  that 
hcarcth  my  wnnl, 
and  bdtmtb  on 
l;lm  thatfeut  me, 
hath  mrialffrife 
li£c-p  and  fluU 
not  com  into 
condemnation  ; 
bit  Is  palled  from 
death  unto  life. 


*5  Tfcrily  veri¬ 
ly  I  fay  unto, 
you,  The  hiior  is 
Coming,  and  now 
is ,  when  the 
dead  (hall  bear 
die  voice  of  rhe 
Son  of  God:  and' 
they  t  hat  bear  dull 
lire. 


iff  For,  u  the 
Father  hath  life 
bhimfclfrfohuh 
be  givCn  to  -the 

Son 


74  I>  the  faithful  and  true  Witnefc,  who  have  told 
you  that  all  judgment  is  committed  to  me,  do  folemn- 
ly  allure  you,  that  the  rule,  by  which  I  proceed  there¬ 
in,  is  this.  Whoever  bears,  attends  to,  and  heartily  re¬ 
ceives  my  dofktine,  particularly  with  relation  to.  my  be¬ 
ing  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  true  Meffiati  ;  and  who- 
foever  believes  on  my  Father,  who  hatb-fent  me  to-ex- 
ercife  thofe  divine  powers,  as  the  Mcifiah,  has  a  right 
and  title  to,  and  the  beginnings,  principles,  and  car* 
nefts  of  eternal  life;  and  he  fliall  never  fall  under  the 
condemning  Ceotencr  of  the  law,  or  be  cad  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  judgment ;  butts  already  tran  dated  from  a  date  of 
condemnation  to  death,  into  a  (late  of  jjuflification  of 
life;  And  in  order  hereunto, 

25  I,  who  am  Truth  itfelf,  affuredly  tell  you,  that 

the  time.is  juft  at  hand,  and  .is,  even  already  begun, 
when  they  that  are  dead  in  trefpaiTes  and  fins  (hall 
bear  the  voice  of  the  Divine  Mefliah,  as  fpealting  by 
hts  *  word  and  Spirit  with.poweifui  energy,  to  quick¬ 
en  them  to  the  obedience  of  faith.;  and  every  one  who 
thus  bears- it,  (hall-live  for  ever :  And,  as  an  emblem 
of  this,  his  mighty  power  fliall  foon  be  feen  in  railing 
fome  perfons  to  life,  who  were  corporally  dead ;  and 
both  rhefe  are  alike-eafy  to  him.  -  ' 

26  For  as  the  Father  is  the  fountain  of  life,  who  has 
it  necelTarily,  atod  in- the  mod  perfe£k .manner  in  him- . 
frlf,  and  communicates  it  to  all  the  living ;  fo  in  the 
dirperifation,  whereby  he  has  conftituted  bis  own  eflen- 
tially  living- Son  to  be  the  Medial^  he  has  granted  to 
him  f,  that  in  his  incarnate  date,  and  in  the  execution 

of 


NOTES. 

*  The  gofpd  h  called  ChrifT*  voice*  (chap*  Father**  grumj  to  the  Sw  to  bn*  Ttft  in  him- 
tC  ,)  and  of  ihfc  he  feys,’  '^e  words  that  1  jitf*  relate*  to  the  eternal  and  inconceivable 
JpwK  tUy  m  fpirit  and  thty  art  Ufet  (chap*  generaikm  of  the  Son,  by  which  the  feme 
vu  tf  j.);  and  befeon  gate*  viable  reprefea-  perfection  of  life  was  neeefftrily  communicated 
ution  of  his  quickening  power,  in  his  ml firtg  to  him,  a* ir  in  the  Faher  himfclf :  But  ocher* 
feveul  peffens  to  life  that  were  Hterally  dead,  undelbnd  it  of  an  (Economical  oanmimia* 
before  hi*  own  death,  and  it  hit  own  refer-  tion  of  life  to  the  fioo,  as  man  and  mediator, 
rediooJ  -  So  that  what  he  here  fays  about  founded  upon,  and  anfwerable  to,  bis  on* 
raifiaj  the  dtad^  and  in  wv  ay.  about  txtat-  gtaal  participation  of  the  fame  divine  life 
Oaf  ju^ymrnr,  fee  ms  evidently  to  refer  to  the  with  the  Father,  And  I  rather  incline  to  the 
power  which  bo  then  was  beeuming  to  cs-  lift  of  theic  fenies,  becaufe  of  the  dofe  con- 
erdfc  in  the  admin Ulntion  of  h«  kingdom  oeftioo  there  is  between  this  and  what  is 
in  this  world :  becaufe  thefe  are  diftinratlhed  faM  in  the  following  verfc,  about  the  Father1  a 
from  the  general  refe noftion  and  judgment  giving  him  authority  to  ftewte  judgment,  both 
at  the  laft  day,  which  .are  fpofceo  of,  wr.  af ,  of  which  are  brought  in  as  proofs,  not  of 
19, ;  (fee  the  note  on  vrr.  1 1.)  and  becanfe  it  what  our  Lord  had  Aid,  about  his  doing  all 
war  prophefied,  that  the  Mwah  fiwtld  txc*  things  in  (ho  feme  manner  that  the  Father 
suit judgment  attdjpflicei*  the  earthy  aud  feat  does  them,  (vs r*  rp-)  bat  of  what  he  had  hid 
is  m  dap  Judah  jmtd  btfatied,  &c*  and  he  ia  the  immediately  foregoing  verfe,  about  tho 
favidbt  caltedi  THE.LORD  OUS  RIGHTS-'  Son'sqmckenln  gthe  dead  ,in  theadinimft  rar  ion 
OUSNESS*  jer,  raiii.  j  4  tf,  of  Ms  kingdom ;  and  be  can  ft  h  feems  to  dir 

f  Some  judicious  expofion  think,  that  the  that  his  Ming  the  Sea  of  max  is  added  af  the 

Xt  dofe 
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Sen  to  have  life  of  his  office,  he  fliali  have  this  life  in  hknfetf,  witb.au- 
iahicnfit t ;  thority  to  communicate  life  to  others,  in  railing  them 

from  the  dead,  by  his  own  fund  of  quickening'  power, 
which  is  inherent  in  himfelf. 


at  Andtiatbjp-  27  The  Father  has  Jikcwifc  committed  a  judicial 
to  fom  power  to  him,  in  his  office-capacity,  to  favc  his  favou- 

mtnt  Jib, hcrauife  rites  fiorti  wrath,  and  execute  righteous  vengeance  00 
fa  h  the  Soa  ct  his  enemies,  (Jtr.  xxiii.  j,  6*}  becaufe,  being  the  Son 
of  God,  he  condescended  to  take  upon  him  human  na¬ 
ture,  that  he  might  bear  and  difebarge  tbe  office  of  the 
Media  h,  for  the  falvatton  of  thofe  that  receive  him, 
and  for  the  definition  of  thofe  that  rered  him  ;  and 
fp  men  might  live  or  die,  and  be  juftified  or  condem¬ 
ned  by  the  authority  of  one,  who  partakes  of  their  own 
nature,  as  he  is  the  Son  of  man* 

u  chc  *l *9  Let  it  not  be  thought  (hinge  by  any  of  you, 

hourUcomingm  '  that  1  fpeak  of  the  Son’s  doing  the  things  before- men* 
thtwiiidiaU  that  tioned  very  quickly,  in  the  admioiftration  of  his  king- 
SiaULc^U^^c*  dom  on  earth :  For  1  will  tell  you  of  (till  much  greater 
**  And  {had  and  more  furprizmg  things  of  this  kind,  which  he  will 
conu  fonh,-  they  do  st  the  end  of  the  world.  The  great  day  is  coming, 
(pod  untotherc^  when  all  the  individuals  of  mankind,  who  now  are,  or 
frfreftion  of  life*  by  that  time  will  be.  dead  an^,  buried,  fliall  hear  his 
aod  they  that  have  powerful  and  awful  voice  to  ‘raife  them  out  of  the 
graves>  and  to  bring  them  before  hts  judgment-feat: 
ttunmtinn-  Then  all  the  good  and  holy  that  fhall  be  found  to  have 
proved  the  ftneeriry  of  their  faith  by  their  works,  (hail 
be  quickened  by  hts  Spirit,  as  the  Head  of  the  body,  and 
{hall  be  adjudged  to  a  glorious  and  blefled  Hate  of  im¬ 
mortal  life  j  and  all  that  fhall  have  permitted  in  their  fins, 
and  lived  and  died  workers  of  iniquity,  {hall  be  raifed 
by  his  power,  as  Lord ofall,  and  fliall  receive  a  dread¬ 
ful  fentence  of  condemnation,  to  their  utter  and  ever- 
lafting  ruin. 

jo  teas  of  mine  3°  The  fpm  therefore  of  what  I  infift  upon,  in  my 
own  fclr  do  no-  defence  againft  your  accufation,  is  this  *,  I  am  that 
e '  Son  of  God,  who  is  partaker  of  the  fame  divine  nature 
and  perfections  with  the  Father,  and  has  taken  upon 
him  tbe  office  of  the  Meffiab  to  do  thofe  great  things, 
which  none  but  fuch  a  Son  of  the  Father  could  pofltbly 
perform  j  and  therefore  I  can  do  nothing  of.  myfelf  fe- 
parately  from,  much  lefs  in  contrariety  to  him  :  But, 

accord- 


N  O  T  E. 

(loft  nf  the  new  verfc,  (ver,  17.)  as  the  rta-  <«v«/  (mi/U  »Ji»,  lie  Son  cm  do  netting  ef  hint- 
ion  of  boih  theic  donstiook  >  Vid  here  they  ate,  v  170  cwfrr 

"  Br.  Ciarhe  obferves,  that  the  6  me  words  ar'  tftttvli  v/w,  J  can  of  mine  twafiif  it  no- 
arc  repeated  here  which  began  the  dtlcoarft  '  thing,  which  (hero  that  our  Lord  here  reittwes, 
*«r .  ip.  There  they  are  a  i vra'iu  *  vut  <ao-  and  towns  to  the  head  of  the  diftoorft. 


Cb.  t. 
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thing:  «s  1  hear 
I  judge :  and  my 
judgment  is  jufl : 
bcouie  I  feck  not 
mine  own  will»but 
the  willof  the  Fa¬ 
ther  whjch  bath 
fent  jm. 


)i  if  1  bear 
wknefrof  myWfj 
my  witneftu  not 

UUC. 


31  There  1*  a- 
nothec  that  bear* 
eth  wit  net*  of  me, 
and  l  know  that 
the  wiioefi  *Kich 
he  aitnelkth  of 
me  u  MC. 


According  to  what  I  am  originally  and  perfectly  *  ac¬ 
quainted  with  as  his  Sen,  and  according  to  the  inftme- 
tiona  which  I  receive  from  him  as  the  Me  (Bah  5  fo  [ 
proceed  in  the  adimniftrarion  of  all  the  affairs  of  my 
kingdom,  both  in  this  world  and  in  that  which  is  to 
eome :  Whatsoever  therefore  I  do,  cannot  but  he  right 
and  juft,  bccaufe  I  therein  neither  aim  at,  nor  purfue 
any  private  will  of  my  own,  chfferem  from,  much  Ufa 
in  cjppofition  to  that  of  my  Father;  but  have  the  ftri&eft 
regard  in  every  thing  to  what  is  entirely  agreeable  to 
his  mind  and  will,  and  to  the  comnniHon,  lor  the  dif* 
charge  of  which  he  has  fent  me  into  the  world* 

31  I  indeed  readily  acknowledge,  that,  if  1  only  af¬ 
firm  thefe  things  concerning  myfclf,  and  can  produce 
no  credentials  to  fuppoit  my  teftimony,  this  alone  is 
not  a  fufficient  proof  of  its  truth,  according  ro  the  ufu- 
al  coOTfc  of  men’s  judging;  and  therefore  I  will  not 
reft  the  matter  here,  but  proceed  toother  evidence* 

3  a  There  is  another  perfon>  even  f  John  the  Sapttf^ 
who  exprefsly  faid  concerning  me,  TAij  is  the  Son  of 
6W,  {chap,  i*  34*);  and  I  know  that  his  teliimony  is 
certainly  true,  and  dare  appeal  to  it  as  fucb  ;  nor  can_ 
ye  yourfdves  jufily  object  again  ft  it,  fince  ye  owned 
hirn  to  he  a  prophet,  and  fubmitted  to  hisbaptifm  un¬ 
der  tbat  character* 


33  Yefemun*  33  Yea,  fo  high  was  your  opinion  of  Johnt  that,  e- 
ro  John,  and  be  when  ye  were  met  in  council  at  Jerufatemy  ye  fent* 
t truth!  Un"  pn^fta  and  Levites  with  a  folemn  meffage  to  him,  to  in¬ 
quire  who  lie  wag,  as  doubting  whether  he  himfetf  were 
not  the  Mefliah  ;  and  he  honcttly  and  plainly  declared  the 
truth,  without  favour  or  affeCtion,  faying,  That  he  was 
not  the  Chrift)  hut  that  l  am  he  who  came  after  hhnt 
and  am  preferred  before  Arm,  kecavfe%  in  my  divine  na¬ 
ture,  I  was  before  him.  {Chap*  i*  19,-30*) 
y*  **  *  «-  34  But  1  have  nc  fceed  of  being  beholden  to  his,  or 

ry”fmm  im";  'm7  mzn*$  teftimony  whatfoever,  to  eftablifh  my  divine 
bat  theft  iMnp  1  and  mediatorial  characters,  having  fit II  higher  evidence 
Ay  that  ye  might  t0  produce  :  Neverthelefs,  I  am  willing  to  remind  you 
of  what  John  laid  concerning  me,  not  for  mine  own 
fake,  but  for  yours,  in  condefceofion  to  your  weaknef* 
fes  and  infirmities,  that  I  might  reafon  with  you  upon 
your  own  principles,  and  tbat  no  proper  means  might 
be  omitted  for  your  coavtftfon  and  falvation* ' 

75  Tho* 

NOT  F*  5. 

*  Hfufnj'ii  m  this  plice  put  for  the  mod  cd,  ver*  37*  And  both  the  ronftrufHon  and 
intimate  and  putt  knowledge  of  a  thing*  connection  of  t\m  fenttnee  moft  naturally 
f  some  fuppofc  that  by;  (bis  other,  vho  lead  u*  lo  wider  ftaorl our  I^orcj,  m  hett  Ipcak* 
lmt  viincfi  of  Chrift,  is.  meavt  God  the  big  of  John  the  Ikptifl. 

Fritter*  Ctrl  bh  whods  is  «prc£fly  *intmk>n- 
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jj  He  vat  b 
burolDjr  and  a 
Ihininglight:  and 
ye  were  willing 
tor  a  feafon  to  re¬ 
joice  in  hie  light* 


36  But  I  have 
greater  witttds 
than  that  of  John; 
for  the  worlu 
which  the  Father 
Jukth  glvtn  me  to 
finilli,  the  fame 
yxrrrkt  that  i  do* 
briTwltneOof  mct 
that  die  Father 
hath  lent  tar* 


35  Though  John  the  Bapttji  was  not  («  ?*<>  chap.  i.  8.) 

that  true  light,  which  was  to  come  into  the  world,  to 
enlighten  the  Gentiles,  and  to  he  the  glory  of  Ifrael, 
{Luke  ii.  31.)  but  was  only  (» *-ux,ft)  a  lamp,  or  fubor- 
dinate  light ;  yet  he  way  really  a  great  man,  full  of  bo* 
ly  zeal  and  wifdom  tn  his  do&rine  and  Life,  which  were 
admirably  fujtcd,  under  the  influence  of  divine  grace, 
to  warm  the  heart,. and  enlighten  the.  mind:  And  ye 
were  lb  affeited  with  them,  at  his  fir  ft  appearing  a* 
xnosg  you,  that,  for  a  little,  while,  ye  eftcemcd  and  re¬ 
ceived  him.  as  aircmiucDt  prophet,  and  were  even  in  a 
tranfport  of  wonder  and  joy  at  what  ye  faw  in-him, 
and  heard  from  him,  till  he  came  toxeprove  you  (harp* 
}y  for  your  fins,  and  to  give  a  plain  teftimony  to  me; 
then  indeed  your  language  was,  he' has  a  devil.  {Luke 
vii,  33.)  _ 

3 6  But  I  have  ftill  mueb  more. clear  and  unexcepti¬ 
onable  teftirnonies  to:  produce  than  that  of  John  -•  For 
the  evident  miracles,  which  1  have  begun  already  to 
perform  among  you,  and  the  ftill  greater  works,  which 
1  have  told  you  I  am  commiffioned  by  my  Father,  and 
lhall  go  on  to  do,  -  till  I  have  perfefied  all  that  belongs 
to  my  office  ;  thefe  wonderful  works  themfdvee,  which 
I  myfelf  do  by  my  own  power,  are  fo  great,  fo  good, 
and  holy,  and  fo  undeniably  divine,  as  to  carry  plain 
credentials  of  my  being,  in  the  higheft  fenfe,  the  Son  of 
the  Father,  and  the  true  Meffiah,  whom  he  has  fent 
into  the  world. 


3T  And  the 
Father  hirafclf, 
which  hath  feat 
me,  hath  bora 
vitnefs  of  me. 
Ye  have  neither 
heard  his  voice  at 
aay-time^aorifCA 
hhrf&pci 


37  Yea*  to  advance  yet  further*  God  the  Father 
bimfelf*  whofe  Son  I  am,  and  from  whom  I  have  my 
officc*powcr,  has  dire£Uy  bore  wirnels  to  me,  by  the 
heaven's  opening  t  and  the  Spirit's  de/c  ending  like  a  dove 
and  lighting  upon  me%  aqd  by  an  audible  voice  immedi¬ 
ately  from  heaven  at  my  baprifm,  faying,  This  is  my 
beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  ‘well  pUafedf  (Mattb*  iti<  16, 
17*)  That  was  a  very  extraordinary  teftimony  to  me* 
fuch  as  fuits  your  own  deli  re  of  a  fign  from  heaven  ; 
and  cone  of  your  nation,  how  highly  foever  ye  have 
been  favoured  of  God,  have  at  any  time  before  heard 
the  Father  himfclf  fpeak  with  an  audible  voice*  or  ever 
feen  a  vitiblc  appearance  *  of  bis  glory* 

38  And 


K  O  T  E* 

*  an  appear-  the  ;  and  flrongly  intimates  that  this 

aace  or  reprefemarion.  And  as  many  of  the  was  a  peculiar  privilege,  wat  of  tb*r 

Jn vs  heard  the  Father’*  and  fa*  the  inrdlon  irert  evrr  favoured  with  }  aod,  by 

vHildc  reprdentation  he  made  at  Ch  rift’s  corfe^uence,  that  all  the  voices  and  appear* 
b^pfifm  ;  and,  ai  after  this  they  heard  a  flocctof  Goj,  endtr  the  Old  Tdhmentt  acre 
yoicc  to  him  from  heaven,  {chap,  xii.  aS»  nq|  nf  tk  but  of  tbc  Snn,  u prtftgCf 

39.)  what  is  here  fauE  items  lo  rclutt,  not  to  of  ins  ineamatiem  •  Olhci  wife  it  could  r.»t 
ihcfc  particular  perform*  but  to  the  nation  of  be  {aid  that  t he  7m*x,  had  never  before  heard 

tiit? 


Cb.*« 

38  And  ye  have 
not  his  word  a- 
bidingin  yon;  for 
whom  he  bsth 
font,  him  ye  be¬ 
lieve  not. 


39  Search  the 
ftripcucs;  for  JD 
them  ye  ihinJLyc 
have  eternal  life  J 
and  they  they 
which  teftify  of 
nit 


The  EvmgeSfirfcA n  fitrapBrafed. 


3-7 


38  And -though  be  has  now  given  .teftimony  to  me; 
in  this  immediate  manner,  as  well  as  formerly  by  his 
prophets  $  yet  his  word,,  in  either  of  thefe  ways  of  de¬ 
livering  it,  makes  no  lading  impreflion  upon  you,  to 
engage  jour  faith  in  me :  For,  after  all,  ye  will  not 
believe  to  me  j, who  am  thus  plainly  proved  to  be  fent 
of  tbe  Father, 

39  Ye  Jevij  profiefs  *  to  fearch  the'  facied  writings 
of  infpited  tnen,  and  are  indeed  often  converfant  with 
them,  as  they  are  read  in  your  Synagogues  every  fab- 
bath-day*  as  many  of  you  get  fbme  portions  of  them 
by  heart,  and  as  they  are  (tudied  by  your  learned  rab¬ 
bles  to  put  their  own  gloffes  upon  them :  But  carefully, 
examine  them  again,-  read  and  feareh  them  to  the  very 
bottom,  and  impartially  obfer*e\  what  they  fay,  that  ye 
may  underftand  the  mind  and  will  of -God  in  them, 

■  which  concerns  every  one  of  you,  whether  learned  or 
unlearned.  I  appeal  to  thefe  authentic  records,  and 
ye  cannot  juftly  refufe-  this  appeal ;  for  ye  yourfelves 
apprehend  and  profeis  to  believe,  that  in  them  is  con¬ 
tained  the  true,  do&rine  of  eternal  life  %  yea  fo  high  is 
your  opinion’ of  them,  as  to  think,  according  to  a  pre¬ 
vailing  corrupt  notion  among  you,  that  he,  who  has 
the  words,  of  the  law,  is  fafe  for  heaven  *  Now.  thefe 
veryferiptures  are  my  witneffes ;  they,  in  their  types, 
promifes,  and  ’  prophecies,  point  to  me,  and  fey  the 
very  fame  things,  in  effeft,  that  I  have  laid  of  my  (elf, 
and  that  my  Father  has  faid  by  a  voice  from  heaven, 
conceminjrjne. 


40  And  ye  will  40  And  nOtwithftanding  all  this  evidence,  your 

nut  mue  to  me,  prye  gmi  prejudices,  carnality  and  wilful  ohilinacy, 
rifc!yen"*  *  V*  are'^°  grMf»  that  ye  will  not  receive,  apply  to,  or  trull 
.in  me,  that  ye  might  have  pardon  and  peace,  life  and 
bleilednefs,  and  all  falvation  by  me,  in  whom  alone  it 
» to  be  found. 

41 1  receive  not  41  I  neither  need,  nor  have,  nor  fcelc  after  the  ap- 

bonovrfrommen.  pigufe  of  men  }  nor  do  I  alFecl  that  external  pomp  and 
grandeur  which  ye  look  for  your  Mefliah  to  appear  in : 
My  only  aim  is  to  advance  the  glory  of  God  in  the  fal- 
.vation  of  his  people. 

4*  Bn-I  know  ■  42  Bat  this  is  fo  far  front  recommending  me  to  you, 
you,  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  ftrong  prejudice  in  your 
minds  againft  me :  For  how  plaufible  foever  your  pre¬ 
tences 

NOTES. 

the  Father1*  voice  at  any  time,  nor  feen  hi*  lively,  ^r  A  fiereb,  or  impfrativrty./rjrei  jt 
appearance  id  a  vilible  reprdeautba  made  the  fcnpturcj,  and  l  have  taken  *0  both  lea- 
by  him,  fts. 

'*  Eywari  way  be  rendered  either  lodica* 
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Cb«  v* 


you*  that  yt  hivt 
not  the  bvc  of 
Cod  id  you. 


43  I  m  tome 
in  my  father's 
name,  and  ye  re¬ 
ceive  me  Dot  t  if 
tfhoLkrfldlcoire 
in  bis  evn  nu me, 


him  ye 
ccive* 


wttl  re- 


tences  'of' piety  may  be,  id  the  deceiving  of  yourfelves 
and  others,  I  can  fee  into  your  very  hearts,  and  I  well' 
know,  that  ye  have  no  ftneere  affection  to  God  and 
godlinris  >  but  that  the  love  of  this  world  is  predomi¬ 
nant  in  you,  and  that  therefore  ye  reje£fc  me. 

43  I  am  come  to  you  with  a  coipmiflion  from  ‘my 
heavenly  Father,  to  promote  bis  glory  and  a  fpiritual 
f;tlvation  from  An  and  wrath,  and  have  produced  feveral 
unexceptionable  witneflet,  to  eftablifh  my  divine  and 
ofiice-cbarafters ;  and  yet  becaufe  I  oppofe  year  vices, 
and  do  not  appear  with  worldly  pomp,  nor  give  you 
cxpe&ations  of  fecular  riches,  honour,  and  power, -ye- 
wHl  not  believe  in  me:  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  any 
falfe  prophets,  or  falfe  Ch rifts  arife,  and  do  not  re- 
monftrate  again (l  your  fins,  but  fet  op  with  high  pre¬ 
tences  of  delivering  you  from  tbe  Raman  yoke,  and  of 
aggrandizing  you  in  tbe  world,  though'  they  bring  no 
credentials  from  God  of  their  a&iag  by  bis  authority,  ye 
would  readily  entertain  and  fdllow  them  *, 

44  How  then  is  it  pofliblc  that,  with  this  carnal  tem¬ 
per  of  mind,  ye  ftiould  believe  in  me,  wbofe  king¬ 
dom  is  not  of  this  world,  who  make  no  magnificent  ap¬ 
pearances  or  pretences,  but  am  drfpifed  of  men,,  and 
teach  the  moffc  feif-denying  do&rines?  yonr  coirupt 
hearts  can  never  receive  me,  while  ye  are  full  of  world¬ 
ly  ambition,  extremely  fond  of  the  applaufes  of  men, 
and  will  pay  no  honour  to  any  but  thofe  from  whom 
ye  expeft  to  receive  it  again,  and  while  ye  have  no  va¬ 
lue  or  concern  for  the- fpiritual,  fubftantial,  and  eter¬ 
nal  honours,  which  God  alone  can,  and  will  put  upon 
bis  favourites. 

4$  But  though,  for  your  conviction,  I  thus  freely 
that  I  will  ireufc  charge  thefe  crimes  upon  your  coofciences  in  rejecting 

there1!?  enTtbi  1,14  *'  not  *maS*n<‘  tb»t  the  defign  of  my  coming  inro 
the  world  is  to  fpy  ovt  and  aggravate  your  faults,  and 
Mote*,  la  vrhopa  to  lodge  a  plea  againft  you  to  my  Father  for  them  i  No, 
my  dire&  and  principal  work  lyes  in  the  merciful,  and 
not  iti  the  feverc  way,  in  being  an  advocate  for,  inftead 
of  an  accnfer  of  mice  enemies :  and  indeed  there  is 
no  occafion  for  my  appearing  again!!  you  :  For  there  is 
another  that  does  this,  even  Mofit  himfelf,  in  -wham 
ye  place  your  greateft  confidence,  and  by  whofe  law  ye 

expeft 

NOTE 

*  Tims  they  followed  Theadai,  vh  btsflej  rpok,  of  ira^irt  Iwt  *in  uti  irimphitm 
httife/f  /»  befimt  body,  and  Judat  of  GoU/er,'  th*jr  encmier,  Enfeb.  L.  4.  r.  ff.  And  fee 
•e  h  crcTr  ava/  mach  ptepte  afitr  him,  (Aft,  Bilbop  Kidder's  demon  (In  lion  of  the  Mef- 
V.  3«,  jr.) '  and  afterward?,  in  the  teijo  of  fiah,  Psrt  1.  p.  ,4.  and  Peri  til.  p,  rM.  and 
Mriae  the  Jb man  emperor,  they  IdUourd  the  place,  referred  to  ip  Jajcabat  that. 
■E.-ireiacitt,  who  Jet  up  for  the  MdUth,  arid 


44  How  chi  ye 
hcli-ve,  which  re¬ 
ceive  honour,  one 
of  another,  and 
feck  not  the  ho¬ 
nour  that  tmtib 
'from  (Jod  only  1 


4jJ>o  not  tlii  nk 


yc  tiuft. 
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expe&  to  be  fared  *  This  great  prophet  does  already  by 
fats  writings  indite)  and  condemn  you  for  your  unbe~ 
lief  i  and  he  will  be  a  terrible  witnds  agalnft  you,  to 
your  utter  confufion,  at  the  great  day. 

46  For  notwithftanding  all  your  boaJU  of  Mtfett 
vc  would  have  be-  Ihcltcriog  youficlvcs  under  fata  name,  if  ye  had 

licvcd  me  =  fai  he  realty  attended  to,  underftood,  and  heartily  believed  hie 
wrote «(  me,  writings,  ye  could  not  but  have  received  roe,  and  tranf- 

ferred  yonr  truft  in  him  to  me :  For  all  the  types  and 
figures  in  his  law,  and  all  the  prophecies  which  he  re¬ 
corded,  evidently  pointed  to  me,  and  are  fulfilled  in 
me. 

Bet  if  y*  be*  47  ®ut  if  Y*  not  give  credit  to,  nor  be  convih- 
llrvc  not  hn  writ-  ced  by  what  Mefet  himfelf  has  faid  concerning  roe, 

ufkwmyS*  thou8"  Te  bave  fo  high  *»  opinion  of  him,  and  ac- 
7  knowledge  his  writings  to  be  of  divine  authority  ;  how 
c*n  it  be  fuppofed  that  ye  (hduld  pay  any  regard  to 
what  I  fay,  againft  whom  ye  have  the  moft  inveterate 
prejudices)  and  whom  ye  treat  with  forcreign  con* 
t empty  and rcfolrc  to  run  down  as  an  importer? 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

Who,  that  wants  to  be  healed  of  fpiritual  difeafes,  which  are  worth  than  any 
that  can  tlie  body,  would  not  wait  at  the  pool  of  ordinances  for  fuperoa- 
tural  influence  to  effijfr  the  cutfc  i  And  how  often  does  Chrift  prevent  the  foul 
with  bis  mercy,  before  it  knows  him  !  His  word  is  with  power,  and  when  once 
he  lays,  Thou  art  made  whole ;  with  what  fatisfaftton  may  we  yield  the  obedi¬ 
ence  to  hia  commands,  with  regard  to  the  febbath,  and  every  thing  elfc,  which, 
he  enables  us  to  perform,  whatsoever  others  may  objed  againft  it  ,  and  how  con¬ 
cerned  ihoiild  We  be  to  (in  no  raore!  And  O  whatadivinc  and  fuitablcSaviouris  our 
Sidled  Lord,  who  is  truly  theSon  of  man,  and  yet  with  inconceivable  peculiari¬ 
ty  ami  dignity  the  Son  of  God,  poffcfled*pf  the  fame  nature  and  effentiat  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  undivided  in  operation  with  the  Father  !  He  knows,  wills,  and  does 
ail  the  very  fame  things,  and  performs  them  with  the  lame  divine  .power  and 
fnvereignty  as  the  Father  himfelf ;  and  in  the  execution  of  hia  office,  as  Media¬ 
tor,  he  ads  like  the  abfolute  Lot!  of  life  and  death,  whether  natural,  fpiritual, 
or  eternal,  quickens  the  dead,  exercifes  an  univerfa)  Providence  for  the  good  of 
the  church,  examines  all  caufes,  and  diftributea  eternal  rewards  and  punish¬ 
ments  in  foch  a  manner  as  none  but  God  himfelf  could.be  capable  of;  How 
evidently  therefore  arc  all  divine  honours,  in  the  nature  of  things,  as  well  as  by. 
the  Father’s  own  demand,  to  be  paid  to  his  Son  equally  with  himfelf  1  How 
faithful,  as  well  as  able,  is  Cbrift  to  difcharge  his  high  and  important  commif- 
fioii,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of  all  that  come  to  him  i  And 
finer  his  forerunner  John  the  Baptift,  hia  own  miraculous  works,  bis  heavenly 
Father,  and  Old  Teftamcntrprophecks  unite  in  their  attentions  to  him ;  what 
furer  ground  can  wc  bave  for  putting  our  truft  in  him  \  how  carefully  fhould  we 
forth  the  feriptures,  which  contain  all  things  neceflary  to  fetation,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  teftify  of  him  1  And  yet,  alas  \  how  criminally  blind  and  obftiuatc  are 
tinners  hearts,  who,  though  they  own  the  divine  authority  of  the  fecred  cracks, 
do  not  heartily  believe-  and  approve  of  their  plafoeft  fenfe  and  meaning  ^  and 
yrho,  though  they  fit  under  a  miuiftry  which  is  like  a  burning  and  fluntog  light, 
are  ftill  as  darkand  cold  under  it  as  ever,  and  only  admire  it  for  a  feafon,  with¬ 
out  being  changed  by  it  J  It  is  uubeHef  that  prevents  the  efficacy  of  God’s, 
word  upon  their  fouls,  fo  that  it  does  not  abide  in  them;  and  their  great  mtfor- 
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xuge  lyes  id  their  unwiUmpels  to  come  to  Cbrift  for  fife,  and  dialing  rather  to 
truft  in  the  lav,  or  any  thing  life,  than  In  him  for  falvatfau  ;  And  how  many 
other  fins  doth  unbdtcf  itidnde!  what  diflafieffion  to  Gad,  disregard  to  his 
word.  prejudices  againfi  the  Redeemer,  and  readineft  to  give  credit  to  any  other 
rather  than  him ;  and  what  inordinate  lore  to  this  world,  and  pndcmngs  of  the 
appla  tries  of  tnin,  to  the  approbation  of  God,  ud  .to.  the. bonoior  that  comes 
from  him  only  !  O  dreadful  accufation,  that  lyes  in  the  infpirtd  writings  now, 
and  will'  be  brought  in  the  awful  day  of  account  againft  nobeliertTSi  for  this 
great  and  cottipfifcated  fin  *  Bat  bow  happy  is  it  to  be  enabled,  by  the  quicken* 
ing  Spirit,  fo  to  hear  and  befieve,  as  to  paft  from  death  toltfo,  and  never  come 
Into  condemnation :  and  bow  wide  and  muifift  will  the  difference  he  betweca 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  ,  wbpn  all  tnnft  come  forth  out  of  their  graves, 
fome  to  the.refurrcfttaa  of  life,  and  others  to  the  nefurreftion  of  damnation  t 
6  joyful  day  to  the  faint,  and  terrible  day  to  the  finOcr  l 


CHAP.  VI. 


Cbri/Fs  feeding  five  thoufand  -with five  haves  and finalljifhes,  V7-14. 
Bis  walbing-upon  the  water  of  the  feet*  1 5,-2 1.  His  diftmrfe  with 
the  people  at  Capernaum  concerning  himfelfi  at  the  bread  of  life%  oc- 
cdfxoned  by  the  miracle  eftbe  loaves ,  22, — 59. '  His  dtfcipUs *  dijfatif- 
faSiion  at  this  difeourfe,  end  his  reproof  of  them  for  it,  60, — 6$.  7 ‘he 
apofi&cy  of  many  from  himt  and  the  adherence  of  others  to  him,  on 
that  occajitaiy  66  f— 71. 


Tut, 

AFTER  theft 
“■  thing*  Jdui 
vnit  *™er  the  ft* 
of  Galilee,  which 
15  iht  fea  of  Tibe- 


t  And  a  great 
raulftturit  follow* 
ed  himr  beauft 
thcr  ftw  bit  mi- 
ncles  which  he 
did  on  them  that 
wen  diftaftd* 


j  And  Jdbs 
went  up  im a  a 
mountain,  and 
there 


Paraphrase. 

A  Great  while  after  *  the  fore-mentioned  miracle, 

:  ^  and  difeourfe  relating  to  it,  dm  blefled  Lord  re- 
tired  again  into  Galilee  by  water,  .making  a  coailing 
voyage  on  the  fea  of  Galilee ,  which  is  a  lfo  called  the 
fea  of  Tyberias ;  and  he  landed  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
lake,  in  a  defart  place,  within  the  territories  of  Beth- 
faida.  ( Luke  ix.  10.) 

2  And  abundance'  of  people,  obferving  which  way 
he  ftcered  his  couife,  flocked  after  him,  fome  out  of 
-enriofity  to  fee  more  of.  his  miracles,  and  others  in 
hope' of  getting  a  cure  for  tbemfelves,  or  their  difeafrd 
friends,  rather  than. from  any  defire  of  inftru&ion  by  his 
heavenly  difeourfee;  they  being  generally  influenced 
hereto,  by  what  they  had  feen  of  the  wonderful  cures 
he  had  wrought  on  fomediftempered  perfons. 

-3  ' And  Jeuis,  feeing  them  gather  about  him,  went 
up  with  his  difciples  to  a  neighbouring  mountain ; 

where 


MOTE. 

*  As.tboft  things  pill  it  the  feaft  mentioned  lowing  trsofafhom  of  that  year,  which 
chap.  v.  1.  thismnft  be  a.givit  while  alter-  been  recorded  by  the  other  EvaugeliQi  in 

Uards,  whatever  that  fcafl  were;  and  if,ac-  Motlh.  v. - sir  and  Aferf  ii.—vi.  and 

cording  the  note  there,  that  wasthepaf-  Lurie  vi. — Lx.  chapters,  for  the  order  of  which 
t’over,  this  mnft  lie  near  a  year  after  it,  [vrr.  confab  the  Harnmnilb. 

4-)  1  and  fo  ovr  EnejdiS  pelks  over  the  fol* 


Ch.  vi. 

there  he  tit  with 
hU  difijplci. 


4  And  tbtpaJw 
lover,  a  ftaft  of 
the  jew*,  *u 
n  igh- 

5  Wbco  Jeftu 
then  lift  up  & 
et«,  and  &*v  * 

company 
come  .onto  him, 
he  tilth  untoFbi- 
Up,  Wbenoo  Iball 
we  buy  tymA  dut 
tl wfc  may  eat  J 


£  (And  this  he 
£rid  to  prove  him* 
for  he  htmielf 
knew  what  he 
would  do,) 

j  PhUip  tn- 
fwciod  him,  T Vo 

hundred  peony* 
word)  oTbrad  fit' 
run  fa  (brim  for 
them,  fhat  every 
one  of  them  may 
take  a  Hole* 


a  One  of  hit 
difcipla  i  An  - 
drew,  Simon  Pe- 
ter^torot  her, faith 
onto  hi  JO, 

0  There  it  a 
lad  here  wlueh 
hath  five  barley* 

loaves,  md  two 
final!  fifhet  r  hut 
what  are  they  a* 
rnottg  Co  many  t 
to  Af*l  JeTua 
fakl}  Make  tl*e 
men  fit  down. 
Now  there  was 
much  graJsin  the 
place. 
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where,  as  the  Jewijb  dafion  ofed  to  Gt  when  tiirf 
preached,  he  fet  himfelf  down  on  the  rifing  ground,  to 
/peak  to  them,  of  the  kingdom  cf  God,  and  heeled  them 
that  needed  healing.  (Luke  ix.  11.) 

4  And,,  as  the  paffover,  one  of  their  moil  folcmn 
feafts,  was  then  near  at  hand,  the  multitude  was  the 
greater,  becaufe  the  people  on  that  occaCon  were  ,gc- 
oeraliy  travelling  from'all-parts  to  Jerufakm. 

5  When  therefore -out  Lord  obferved  the  vaft  num¬ 
ber  of  people  that  came  after  him,  and  the  difeiptes 
had  defirfed  him  to  difmifs  them,  in  order  to  their  get¬ 
ting  fomc  refre  foment,  which  could  not  be  fcxpe£ted  in 
that  defart  place,  he  bad  companion  upon  them,  but 
told  his  dimples  that  there  was  no  necefiWy  of  fend¬ 
ing  them- away  on  that  account,  [Mat,  xiv,  1 5,  i&)  y 
and  then  turning  to  Philips  who  waa  -an  inhabitant  of 
Betbfaida,  {chap.  i.  44.)  he  aiked  him  how,  or  by 
what  means,  provifion  might  be  made  to  f office  fo  great 
a  company. 

6  Jefus  put  this  queftion  to  him,  uot  as  one  at  a 
Jofs  what  to.tlo  ;  for  this  he  had  already  determined  in 
himfidf  j  but  only  for  the  trial  of  Philip’s  and  the  o- 
ther  apoftles  faith,  about  his.  own  miraculouJly  feeding 
them. 

7  But  they  were  fo  far  from  having  any  expefbtion 
of  this  kind,  that  even  Philip >  who  had  been  with  him, 
and  feen  bis  miracles  from  the  beginning,  inflead  of 
fhymgr  Lord,  thou  canft  eafily  furntfh  a  table  in  the 
wildcroefB^  replied.  It  will  be  imprafticable  for  them 
to  he  fed  here:  For  it  would  colt  more  than  we  can 
be  fuppofed  to  have  with  us,  to  huy  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  food,  fo  much  as  to  ftay  the  ftomachs  of  fo  great 
a  company  as  this  j  two  hundred  pence  would  go  hat 
a  little  way  toward  it.  (See  the  note  on  Mark .  vi. 

37*) 

8,  9  Then  another  of  the  apoftles,  viz.  Andrew, 
the  brother  of  Simon  Peter ,  gave  -Chrift  an  account, 
that  they  had  only  6ve  loaves  of  harley-brcad,  and  two 
final!  fifties  in  the  cuftody  of  a  youth,  who  was  with 
them :  But  alas  I  laid  he,  what  will  thefe  do  toward 
feeding  finch  a  vaft  multitude  ?  It  would  be  qply  baulking 
their  expectations  to  offer  a  dill  ri button  of  fio  fmall  a 
pittance  among  them  aU. 

10  However,  our  Lord  defigning  to  wotk  a  miracle 
for  their  relief,  commanded  his  difciples  to  order  the 
people  to  fit  down  on  the  ground,  it  being  well  cover¬ 
ed  with  graft :  Accordingly  the  difciples,  without  any 
further  difputing,  obeyed  the  word  of  command,  in 

hopes 


33* 

plic*.  Sothenen 
U  Jvwfl,  in 
MDberiboot  fir* 
ibouiaad* 


if  And  Jdiw 
Cook  the  loavts  { 
and,  »hen  be 
had  firren  thsnk*, 
lie  diftributed  to 
the  difciplct,  and 
the  dtfdple*  to 
them  „  cbai  were 
Jet  dovit ;  and 
Jikcwife  of  the 
fiifaea  a*  madi  u 
t hey  would. 


n  When  they 
were  filled,  he 
laid  unto  hu  dtt- 
ctpfo,  Gather  op 
the  fragments 
that  nmam,  that 
nothing  be  Joit. 


13  Therefore 
they  gathered 
ihtm  together  , 
and  filled  twelve 
bukcti  'vith  the 
fragments  of  the 
five  barlq-lmvo, 
which  remained 
over  and  above 
un=o  them  that 
-fetd  eatto. 

14  Then  thole 
men,  when  they 
had  feta  the  mi* 
ride  thit  Jefm 
did,  frid,  Thit  u 
of  *,  truth  that 
prophet  that 
fhould  come 
the  world* 


xt  'WhtnftCt* 

therefore  per  - 
ceived  (hit  they 
would  come  and 
lake  him  by 
force. 


Tbe  EvengeHft  John  parapbra/ed. 
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hopes  of  fome  good  mat  j  and  tbe  people,  following 
their  directions,  placed  thcmfclves  in  feveral  ranks,  by 
hundreds  and  fifties,  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand 
(See  the  note  on  Mark  vi.  40.) 


men. 


1 1  Then  our  blefled  Saviour  took  bread  and  fifh  into 
bis  bands,  to  intimate  that  he  deligned  to  feed  the  mul¬ 
titude  with  them  *,  and,  having  in  a  folemn  manner  {as 
he  was  wont  to  do  at  hi$  meals,  fetring.us  an  example) 
acknowledged  God  as  the  author  of  all  mercies,  and 
begged  his  blefling  on  the  food  for  the  nourifliment  of 
thole  that  were  to  partake  of  it,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth . 
xir.  19.)  he  divided  tbe  bread  and  thefifli  into  pieces, 
and  delivered  them  into  tbe  hands  of  his  apollfes,  who, 
by  his  order,  diftributed  them  to  the  feveral  ranks  of 
the  people,  -as  they  fat  on  the  gra£> and  the  quantity 
was  fo  exceedingly  increafed  hr  his  miraculous  power, 
that  every  one  eat  till  he  was  fully  fatisfied. 

la  And  to  fhew  that  there  was  enough  and  to  fpare; 
when  none  of  the  company  could  eat  any  more,  he  or¬ 
dered  his  difciplcs  to  gather  together  the  hroken  re¬ 
mains  of  the  bread  and  fifb,  that  there  might  be  no 
wafte  of  tbe  food,  though  it  coft  them  nothing,  and 
that  they  might  learn  frugality  in  the  midft  of  plenty, 
and  not  fquander  away  the  bounties  of  providence,  in 
hopes  of  living  upon  repeated  miracles  without  necef- 
fity. 

13  Accordingly,  in  obedience  to  his  word,  they 
chearfully  fet  tbemfelves  to  pick  up  the  ferapes  of  bread 
and  filh,  {Mark  vi.  43.)  that  remained,  after  tbe  mul¬ 
titude  had  eat  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  utmofl  cravings 
of  their  appetites  ;  and  the  overplus  was  fo  great,  that 
it  filled  twelve  balkets,  every  di&iple,.  having  one  for 
after-ufe,  and  therein  an  abiding  proof  that  the  increa- 
fed  quantity  was  real  bread  and  filh.  (Sec  tbe  note  on 
Mattb,  xiv.  20.) 

14  This  was  fo  plain  and  undeniable  a  miracle,  which 
the  whole  multitude  faw,  and  of  which  they  fhared  the 
benefit,  that  it  carried  a  conviction  to  their  minds  and 
confricnces  of  Chrift’s  wonderful  power,  and  even  for¬ 
ced  them  to  cry  out.  He  who  has  thu9  amazingly  fed 
us,  certainly  is  the  true  Meflhh,  who,  according  to  an¬ 
cient  prophecies,  they  ‘expelled  would  appear  in  the 
world  about  this  time,  and  that,  as  they  thought,  for 
the  deliverance  of  Ifratl  from  all  their  enemies  round 
about  them. 

1 5  When  therefore  Jefus  obferred  that,  according  to 
their  grots  and  carnal  notions,  about  the  Meifiah,  as  a 
temporal  prince,  they  were  entering  into  a  confederacy, 

to 
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fores,  to  make 
him  t  king*  he 
deponed  og&In 
into  a  afflimaln 
huafeJf  alone* 


to  fet  him  .up,  and  proclaim  him  for  their  King,  and 
even  to  attempt,  in  a  violent  manner,  to  oblige  him  to 
take  that  character  upon  himfdf,  he  got  out  of  their 
way  *  ;  For  having  Aril  ordered  his  difeipies  to  embark, 
ana  go  back  over  the  fca  of  Galilee  toward  Betbfaida, 
(Mark  vi.  43,'  46.)  left  they  (hoiild  join  with  the  mul¬ 
titude,  and  encourage  them  in  thefe  temporal  views,  he 
went  up  the  mountain  again,  to  fpend  fome  time  alone 
in  prayer. 

16,  17  And  it  was  jnft  about  the  {hutting  in  of  the 
evening,  when  the  difeipies  went  to  the  Ihore,  and  took 
boat  to  pafs  over  the  lake  toward  Capernaum,  which  lay 
not  far  from  Betb/aida ;  After  this  it  foon  became  dark, 
and  Jefus  was  not  then  come  to  them  ;  but,  defigning 
a  trial  of  their  faith,  he  continued  ftiil  for  fomc  time  in 
his  retirement  on  the  mountain. 

18  In  the  mean  while  there  was  a  very  great  fea,  by 
means  of  a  ftorm  of  wind,  which  beat  againft  them,  and 
blew  with  fuch  exceeding  fury,  that  there  was  extreme 
danger,  in  all  human  appearance,  of  their  being  utter¬ 
ly  loft.'* 

19  In  thisconditiou  they  worked  hard  with  their  oars, 
(Mark  vi.  48.)  till  the  fourth  watch,  which  was  a 
good  white  after  midnight,  (fee  the  note  on  Mattb.  xiv. 
l5.);andinaUthattimethey  bad  reached  no  further  than 
about  a  league,  or  a  little  more,  it  being  by  computa¬ 
tion  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  furlongs  :  And  then,  in 
tbemidft  of  their  diftrefs,  they  faw  Jefus  walking  upon 
the  furfece  of  the  water,  as  if  it  had  been  dry  land, 
and  making  up  toward  their  veflcl,  to  which  he  was 
coming  In  bis  great  companion  to  fare  them  ;  but  as 
they  could  not  diftindly  dilcern  him,  through  the  hur¬ 
ry  of  their  Own  minds,  and  for  want  of  more  light, 
they  imagined  that  it  was  an  apparition  $  which  made 
them  cry'out  for  fear,  left  fome  evil  fpirit  were  come  to 
finifti  their  deftrn&ion. 

20  But  he  foon  took  pity  upon  them,  and  difeovered 
hlmfelf  to  them,  laying,  with  his  uftial  voice,  and  ren- 
detnefs  toward  them.  It  is  I,  your  Lord  and  Matter, 
who  am  here,  and  not  any  evil  fpirit,  as  ye  fuppofe  ; 
do  not  frighten  yourfelvcs  as  if  mifthief  Would  befal 
you;  all  is  fafe  and  well ;  1  am  come  for  youv  deliver¬ 
ance. 

2f  Then  they,  being  fitisfied  that  it  was  Jefus,  dif- 

m  tiled 

H  O  T  F. 

*  Their  prefeat  inductnebh  to  this  attempt  taining  the  greatfd  army,  i  hst  (hould  lift  utj- 
feem  to  haw  been,  that  they  thought  them-  der  him,  by  miracles,  u it I. out  any  chafes  r 
Jctra  nr  be  a  fudideni  onniber  for  uitn  to  be-  -  Bui  be  perceiving  this  wiiliJrt^ 
giQ  wkh,  and  thought  him  capable  of  otfui- 


ttf  And,  when 
even  was  Mom 
come,  bin  dif- 
triples  went  do* d 
unto  the  fn, 

17  And  enter¬ 
ed  Into  ;t  ihip, 

and  went  over 
the  fra  towards 
Capernaum  uid 
it  was  now  dark, 
a  ad  Jdbs  wu 
not  come  to 
them,  x 

i$  And  the 
fea  aiofe,  by  ro- 
£jh  of  a  great 
wind  that  blew* 
19  So,  when 
they  had  rowed 
about  five  and 
twenty,  or  thirty 
furlongs  t  tney 
fee  Jew  walking 
on  the  fea,  nod 
and  drawing  nigh 

umo  the  ftup ; 
and  they  wot 
afraid- 


ao  But  he  frith 
unto  [hem,  it  is 
1,  be  not  afraid. 


ai  Then  they 

wif* 


334 

wiltinglT' 
ed  bln  Into  the 
Oup :  aod  iaifhe* 
dbtely  the  flup 
was  «  die  land 
whither  they 
weal* 
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s»  Tbe  da; 
fr4bwinrT  when 
the  people,  which 
Hood  on  the  o- 
ther  fide  of  the 


entered,  and  that 
JcTut  went  not 
with  hit  dUcipUt 
into  the  boat,  but 
that  bis  ditiriplcf 
were  gone  away 
alone : 


miffed  their  fears,  and  gladly  toot  him  into  the  boat, 
in  confidence  that  all  their  danger  was  over,  and  that 
they  fhould  foon  reach  the  fliore,  now  they  had  got  him 
with  thems  And  fo  it  proved  j  foe  immediately  the 
ftorm  ceal’ed,  (Matth.  siv.  32.)  and  they  arrived  fafe  in 
the  veffcl  to  the  place  they  were  bounfffor. 

22  The  next  morning  many  of  the  people  on  the  o* 
ther  fide  of  the  fake  returned ,  and,  being  ffiii  intent 
on  fetting  him  up  for  their  lung,  they  diligently  fearch- 
ed  after  him  in  all  the  places  thereabouts ;  and,  ■  not 

fo. (iw  that there  finding  him,  wondered  what  was  become  of  him;  For 
boat  "then  °fcy<  they  bad  obferved,  that,  when  the  difeiptes  took  water 
thiionewhtfcimo  *n  they  evening,  there  was  then  no  other  boat  befides 
hi*  difeiples  «re  that  in  which  they  went,  and  that  they  put  off  ak>ne, 
Jefus  himfelf  not  going  along  with  them. 

23  However,  they  afterwards  found  feveral  other 
boats,  which  came  that  morning  from  Tiberias,  and  ar¬ 
rived  tn  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place,  where,  tbe 

__  day  before,  they  had  been  miraculouily  fed,  the  Lord 

>3  (Howbeit  Jefus  having  firft,  according  to  his  religious  cuflom, 
craved  a  blcffing  upon  the  food  to  fanftify  it  for  their 

beTUi,  nigh  onto  ufc*  (tW.  21*) 

the  pl»«  where  24  When  the  people  had  fought  for  Jefus  in  vain  on 
after  that  *^at  fide  of  the  lake,  and  could  find  neither  him  nor 
the  Lord  bad  his  difdples  there,  they  fufpecicd  that,  by  fome  means 
or  other,  though  they  knew  not  how,  he  might  be  gone 
to  Capernaum,  towards  which  they  faw  the  difciples 
(leered  their  courfe  over  night,  and.  which  was  his  ufu- 
al  headquarters.  And  therefore,  being  eagerly  defi- 
c^tesfr  tb«  ilfo  rous  t0  fec  him  again,  they  refblvcd  to  go  by  water  in 
took  '  (hipping,  thefe  boats  to  that  city,  ana  fee  whether  they  could  not 
meet  with  him  there. 

25  And  finding  him,  as  foon  as  they  landed  on  that 
part  of  the  fhore,  they  were  furprized  to  think  how  he 
got  thither,  it  being  unlikely,  that,  in  fo  (hort  a  time, 
he  could  take  fucb  a  largecompafsasto  walk  it  by  land, 
and  there  being  no  other  boat  the  oight  before,  but 
that  in  which  the  dlfcipJes  went  without  him  :  And. 
therefore  they  faid  to  him,  Mailer,  when,  or  by  what 
poffihlc  means,  was  it,  that  you  got  hither  fo  foon  be¬ 
fore  us  *  ? 

2 6  Our  Lord  made  no  reply  to  their  curious  quefti* 
on  i  but  knowing  the  corrupt  defign  of  their  hearts  in 
following  him,  took  occafion  to  divert  the  difeourfe  to 
.a  more  faitahle  and  important  fubjeci,  faying,  I,  the 

Amen, 

NOTE. 

•  It  fee  rat  by  whit  is  (aid  wr.  jp.  That  Iteuled  torafort  whcrevcrbcwcnt,  and  where 
they  fraud  turn  in  the  fyuagogue,  whither  it  wax  019ft  likely  tot  ihcoa  tv  meet  with  hiju. 


given  thanks.) 

14  When  the 
people  therefore 
iaw  that  Jefoi 
wni  doc  inert, 
neither  hi*  di£ 


And  came  to  Ca- 
pernium,  feekiDg 
for  Jefus* 
if  And  when 
they  hid  found 
him, 011  the  other 
fide  of  tbe  fca, 
they  {aid  unto 
him,  Rabbi,  when 
earned  thou  hi* 
tber  l 


Jefus  in- 
fwered 
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fwtmi  tbetto  id 
Verily  ,vm- 
ly  I  fry  110*0700, 
Yu  fcck  me>  not 
bcaoiic  y*  fow 
the  Enincklt  but 
becvjfc  yc  did 
eal  n£  the  Jwvo, 
ind  were  fUJaL 


17  Labour  not 
for  the  meat 
which  perUhcth, 
hut  for  that 
meat  wlikh  en* 
durcih  unto  ever* 
UHng  life, which 
the  Son  of  man 
Hull  give  uoto 
you :  for  him 
huh  God  the  fa¬ 
ther  foijcd- 


*9  Thci>  fold 
they  unco  him, 
Whu  ihiitwedoj 
th^c  we  might 
work  the  work* 
of  God  1 


ip  Jtftu  an- 

facrcd  and  fiid 
unuriln'm,  Tktf 
it  the  wotfc  of 
God,  that  yc  be¬ 
lieve  on  him 
whom  he  bath 
font. 


■30  They  fold 
there* 
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Amen,  the  faithful  and'  tree  Witncfe,  allure  yon,  that  I 
am  no  ftranger  to  the  true  reafoo  of  your  thus  eandtly 
feeking  after  me :  It  is  not  bccaufe  7c  are  fo  convinced 
by  my  miracles,  and  particularly  by  that  .which  ye  yes¬ 
terday  faw  me.  per  form,  as  to  believe  in'me  for  eternal 
life ;  but  it  is  only  becaufe  [  gave  you  a  full  meal  to  re- 
frefh  yon,  without  any  coftor  charge,  which  raffed  your 
carnal  expectations  of  fome  further  temporal  advanta¬ 
ges  from  me. 

27  Take  heed  therefore  that,  your  chief  iblicitude 
and  care,  concern  and  labour,  be  not.  thus  eagerly  laid 
out  to  obtain  refreflunent  for  your. mortal  bodies,  or 
any  worldly  benefits,  which  are  infuJficient  for  your 
true  happinefa,  and  in  a  little  time  muft  perifh  toge¬ 
ther  with  your  bodies  tbemfelvest  But  let  your  govern¬ 
ing  aims,  inquiries,  and  pains  be  for -the  fpiritual  food 
of  your  immortal  fouls,  and  for  the  bleflings  that  per¬ 
tain  to  eternal  life,  and  will  make  you  happy  for  ever, 
which  I,  the  Mcfliah,  will  freely  give  to  every  one  of 
you  that  believes  in  me  :  For  this  is  the  great  end  for 
which  lam  come,  and  for  which  God  my  Father  has 
fo  man  deftly  authorized  me,  by  his  teftimony  from, 
heaven,  by  the  vifible  deficient  of  his  Spirit  upon  me, 
and  by  concurring  with  me  in  the  many  unqueftionable 
miracles,  which  1  perform  to  confirm  my  comnoiflioni 
from  him. 

at)  Hereupon  the  people,  ibme  in  a  way  of  contempt, 
and  others  of  more  ferrous  inquiry,  faid  to  him.  Pray, 
what  are  we  to  do  to  obtain  that  fort  'of  bread,  which 
you  fpeak  of  labouring  for ;  or  what  works  can  you  tell 
us  of,  that  are  more  acceptable  to  God,  and  neceflary 
to  eternal  life,  than  thofe  which  he  requires  of  us  in 
the  law  of  Mofet,  and  which  we  think  are  fufficient  to 
fecuTC  the  divine  favour,  and  our  own  everlafting  hap- 
pinefs? 

29  Jefusin  reply  faid  to  them,  Hie  great  and  impor¬ 
tant-duty,-  which  I  am  come  to  point  out  to  you,  and 
which  leads  the  way  to  all  others,  and  is  neceflary  to 
the  acceptance  of  your  perfons,  and  of  all  your  obedi¬ 
ence,  and  which  therefore  God  commands,  approves, 
and  is' the  author  of,  is  this.  That  ye  cordially  embrace, 
and  yield  yourfelves  up  by  faith  to  me,  as  the  true  Mef- 
fiah,  acccordtng  to  the  difeoveries  which  I  am  come 
to  make  of  -royfelf,  and  of  the  way  of  folvation  by  me. 

30  Then  the  people,  heinjj  prejudifecj  againft  him 
for  not  anfwering  their  worldly  expe£lations,  flighted 
the  many  wonders  he  bad  wrought  at  Capernaum ,  ss 
well  a?  the  miracle  of  the  loaves,  which  they  admired 
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therefore  unto 
Iiim*  WhaT  Ggn 
flicvdl  thouthcn, 
that  we  may  fee, 
'ujd  believe  thee  ? 
what  daft  thou 
work  2 


3*  Oar  fathers 
did  eat  manna  % 
the  defart ;  u  it 
b  written.  He 
gave  them  bread 
from  heaven  to 
Cat. 


%t  Then  Tefal 
laid  unto  diem, 
Verily  verily  1  fay 
unto  yon,  Motes 
gave  you  not  that 
bread  from  best- 
ven  ;■  hut  my  Fa* 
ther  gircth  yon 
the  true  bread 
from  heaven. 


jj.  For  the 
bread  of  God  u 
he  which  cometh 
down  from  hea¬ 
ven,  and  giveth 
life  unto  the 
vorld. 


j4  Then  fald 
they 


on  the  preceding  day;  and  expoftutated  with  him,  fay* 
mg.  Since  you  pretend  ti  teach  a  better  do&rine  than 
MqJcs ,  and  to  fet  up  for  the  Mefliah  j  what  divine  to¬ 
ken  do  you  produce  of  your  authority,  eguai  to  that 
which  he  gave  of  his,  that  we,  being  cye-wimefles  of 
it,  may  be  thereby  induced  to  believe  you  ?  What  ex* 
traordinary  miracles  do  you  perform  to  fupport  thefe 
high  pretences  ? 

31  As  for  what  you  did  yefterday  in  feeding  five 
thoufand  of  us,  that  was  a  very  (mall  matter  compared 
with  Mofes’s  feeding  a  much  greater  number,  even  all 
our  fathers  in  the  wildcrncfs,  with  more  excellent  food, 
according  to  what  is  written,  (PfaL  lxxviii.  24,  25.) 
He  gave  fhemt  not  fuch  mean  fare  as  barley-loaves  and 
fifties,  bat  manna f  the  corn  of  heaveriy  and  they  did  eat 
angels  food  to  the  full  %  and  that  not  for  a  day  only,  but 
for  forty  years  together  :  Give  us  therefore  fome  mira¬ 
culous  fign  equal  to  this,  if  you  would  have  us  forfake 
Mofes  for  you. 

32  Jcfas  replied,  Since  ye  mention  that  hread,  I, 
who  am  Truth  irfielf,  aflute  you,  that  the  mama ,  which 
was  given  under  the  miniftration  of  Mofes  f  and  which 
indeed  not  he,  but  .God  *  himfelf  gave  unto  your  fa¬ 
thers,  fell  not  from  the  higheft  heavens,  but  only  from 
the  clouds,  ortbe  region  of  the  air,  to  fuppon  their 
mortal  lives  for  a  feafon  ;  But  my  Father,  in  lending 
me,  freely  gives  thofe  of  you,  who  by  faith  receive  me, 
the  mod  excellent  and  important  bread  from  the  higbeft 
heavens,  from  whence  I  am  come,  for  the  fpiritud  nou* 
nOiincntofyourfoulsuntoeverHftiugiifeandbleffednefs. 

33  For  this,  which  was  typified  by  the  mannat  is, 
by  way  of  eminence,  that  excellent  and  divine  provi* 
fion,  which  God  himfelf  has  made  for  his  family,  and 
which  he  has  fept  down  f  from  the  heaven  of  heavens, 
for  the  fpiritual  life  of  an  innumerable  multitude  of 
perUhing  fi oners,  not  merely  of  the  Jewsf  to  whofe 
ufe  the  manna  was  confined,  but  of  the  Gentiles  alfo, 
(fee  the  note  on  chap*  iii.  16.)  and  for  nouri thing 
them  up  to  eternal  life,  which  is  infinitely  preferable 
to  this  mortal  life. 

34  The  Jews  not  underftanding  Chrtft’s  meaning, 

hut 


NOTES* 

4  We  do  not  find  that  MWW  bad  Any  con-  he  did  not  explain  hU  mein  tog  by  applying 
eern  in  procuring  the  maira,  or  that  he  fa  the  metaphor  of  bread  particularly  to  hitn- 
tmich  m  priyrd-4or  it.  felf»  till  the  people,  in  the  next  vtrfe,  drfro- 

t  O  *al*C auu*i  he  vhUb  rtmj  ■  vered  their  miftaken  conctii*  21  if  he  fpafct  of 

might  In  thi*  place  he  better  rendered,  ihst  fame  material  bread  in  a  literal  frnfc,  or  at 
Y'n'fi  ih'jrn  jrnni  heaven  -  For  though  tcill'tbdr  ignorance  of  wbai  be  really  meairt* 
oar  Lord  ccruiaJy  meant  it  of  iumfelf ;  yet 
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they  naia  him,  but  either  grofsly  apprehending  that  be  (poke  literally 
*^£bb£d.  °J  fome  extruorainary  bread,  or  at  belt  hairing  only 
fome  general  and  confuted  notions,  that  be  intended 
fomething  which  would  luppty  their  worldly  wants, 
and  make  them  exceeding  happy,  faid  to  them  with 
great  earneltnefs  *  atid  refpett,  Lord,  feed  us  continual¬ 
ly  with  this  bread,  which  has  fuch’  wonderful  properties ; 
and  we  (hall  then  readily  own  that  you  excel  even  M«~ 
fei  bimfelf. 

3$  Ami  Jefn*  35  Jcfus  replied.  Ye  are  much  m  ilia  ken,  If  you  think 
fttdunio  them,  I  that  I  fpake  of  any  extraordinary  bread  in  a  literal  teufc, 
Ha-:  he  that  mm-  or  of  any  temporal  happinels  whatloever  ;  I  only  took 
eth  id  me  Dull  occafion  from  your  following  me  for  the  loaves,  and 
rtrsi  »>iiogfohiguTof,h,  manna  in  the  wildernefs,  to  repre- 
on  me  Shall  sever  lent  myfelf,  and  the  benefits  I  bellow,  under  the  figure 
tkirfl.  of  the  moil  excellent  bread;  and  my  plain  meaning  is, 

that  I  am  of  divine  original,  and  am  come  down  from 
heaven,  in  my  incarnation,  to  give  fpiritual  life  to  dead 
fouls, 'and  ro  nourifli  them  up  in  knowledge  and  grace, 
comfort  and  bolinefs  to' eternal  life  f  ;  So  that  whoever 
applies  by  faith  ro  me,  and  receives  me  into  bis  heart, 
{hall  never  perilli  for  want  of  necefliiry  and  feafonsble 
lefrdbmem  to  his  foul,  as  a  needy  man  pines  and  dies 
with  corporal  hunger  or  thirll. 

34  B«t  1  fitd  3d  But'  alas I  I  have  already  told  you,  (ver.  26.) 

that  though  ye  have  feen  me,  and  the  miracles  which 
lad  bdlcw  awl- '  I  perform,  and  been  forced  to  own  them  to  be  wonder¬ 
ful  ;  yet,  through  the  carnality  of  your  hearts,  ye  are 
fo  fond  of  worldly  advantages,  that  you  will  not  em¬ 
brace  or  believe  in  me,  when  I  fprak  of  myfelf,  as 
come  to  bellow  all  fpiritual  bleflings  unto  ever  lading  life, 
n  All  that  the  37  However,  there  are  fome  who  will  believe  and 

duilOTracwiiw *  ^ave*^J  *vcn  all  whom  the  Father  $  by  eternal  agree- 
snd  him  that  ment  has  given  to  me,  as  my  charge,  my. property, 
cometh  n  me  t  and  my  reward;  every  one  of  thefe  [hall  certainly  be 
*****  inclined  and  enabled  to  come  by  faith  unto  me  :  And 
whoever  he  be,  that,  under  a  fenfe  of  his  guilt  and  un¬ 
wort  binefs,  neceflity  and  danger,  fhall  betake  bimfelf 

to 


NOTES. 

*  Some  haw  imagined  that  they  laid  this  verfe,  u  ihe  lartie  as  Iwficvlng  In  him  *  For 
lit  a  way  of  deii (ion,  ss  fiippnliisg  that  what  the  people  were  already  mine  in  a  corporal 
uur  lildlcil  Lord  {poke  or  a  ridiculous  manner  to  him  ;  and  it  cannor  he  find  that 
oneett  of  fomething  which  was  impartible  the  bleflings  here  promifal  ih-ill  be  given  to 
to  be  done.  But  by  the  refpc£Kul  uay  of  all  that  £b  aimt-ro  him. 
their  iddreiUng  him*  it  feem*  to  me,  with  S  Here  it  is,  <ti!  that  ifo  Father  jpivth  mr ; 

that  they  were  ftrious,  though  very  ani  vrr.  jj.  it  is  thst  be  bath  givm  me  ; 
ignorant  in  this  rcqueft,  and  (Hat  therefore  The  lenlc  is  the  time,  at^T  mav  inriittau;  -hat 
in  the:  following  mies  he  fo  clearly  explained  the  lather  g-vc  them  ro  (-hiin  l«v  a‘> 
hb  meaning  in  its  reference  to  him!df»  nai  aft,  which  abides  am!  ntver  Hull  lie  n* 

f  Coming  to  Chrift  in  this,  and  the  37th  vers’d, 

Yota  II.  t  * 
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will  in  m  «Ue  to  me*  and  truft  in  me  for  all  Salvation,  how  many  and 
how  aggravated  Soever  his  Gns  have  been,  and  how 

freat  foever  his  difconragements  in  himfejf  may  be, 
will  on  no  account  whatfocvcr  rejed  or  refufe  mm; 
bur  will  readily  embrace  him,  and  (hew  him  all  the 
mercy  he  needs  for  pardon  and  peace,  fanftification  and 
final  Salvation. 

je  For  I  came  38  For  I  did  not  come  from  heaven  into  this  lower 
■  down  from  b»-  world  at  uncertainties,  or  to  carry  on  aoy  private  deflgn 
niu  0*0  will,  of  my  own,  Separately  from  my  Father;  But  the  very 
but  th«  will  of  bufinefs,  on  which  I  am  come,  is  pun&ually  to  ex* 
him  that  foot  mo.  ecute  his  will,  who  hath  fent  roe  to  a£t  the  part  of  a 
Saviour. 

39  And  thisi*  39  And  it  is  the  refohitton  and  good  pleafure  of  my 
the  Father's  will  Father,  who  fent  me,  that  of  all  the  numbcrlefs  per- 
mr^ilut'ohll  font,  whom  he  has  enrrnfled  to  my  care,  I  Ibould  ori* 
whkh  he  hath  tber  neglect,  nor  be  deprived  of  any  one  of  them,  nor 

E‘nm  me  t  ihmtld  fofe  any  part  of  them  ;  hut  (hould  recover  them  from 
fe  nodiing,  hot  aj|  the  rujns  pf  their  apolfocy,  and  raife  them  to  a  glo- 
at  the  kit  day.  nous  immortality,  at  the  consummation  of  all  things, 
that  they  may  be  completely  happy  in  foul  and  body  for 
ever. 

40  And thj*  *u  4°  And  as  this  is  the  fecret  purpofe  and  delight  of 

the  will  of  him  my  Father  who  fent  me;  fo  it  is  his  revealed  will, 
that  fent  me,  that  which-]  am  come  to  pnblilh,  that  all  who,  being  eon- 
ftn?th"scm>ami  T>nced  of  their  need  of  me,  and  of  my  Sufficiency  for 
bdievcihoBhim,  their  help,  look  by  faith  to  me,  and  depend  upon  me, 
kftTn  h*Kfc  "ml  38  truc  Mefliah,  for  a  whole  Salvation,  (hall  be  made 
l*wll?  raife  him  partakers  of  eternal  life:  And  I  will  certainly  accom- 
up  at  the  kit  piifh  his  will  and  word,  by  the  working  of  my  mighty 
‘kf-  power,  in  raiGng  up  their  mortal  bodies  from  the  grave, 

and  in  putting  their  whole  perfons  in  full  poffeflron  of 
endlefs  glory  and  bleljednefs  at  the  laft  day. 

41  The  Jew*  41  The  Jews  now  plainly  perceiving  from  this  ex* 
th«-  ttormmcd  plication,  that  by  the  pread,  which  came  down  from 
he  kid,’  I  u»1he  heaven,  Chrift  meant  himfrlf,  and  his  Spiritual  benefits, 
brcjidwhichame  found  tbemfelves  utterly  difappointed  in  their  worldly 
down  from  he*-  cxpcGaiions  from  him  ;  and,  having  no  relifh  for  fpi¬ 
ritual.  bieflings,  they  were  difgafted  and  cavilled  at  him, 
under  pretence  that  he  affirmed  an  extravagant  honour 
to  him  {elf,  by  afierting  that  he  came  down  from  the 
highefi  heavens,  which  could  be  laid  of  no  mere  man 
wnaefoever, 

_  it  And  tbry  43  And  to  fupport  their  prejudices,  they,  taking  for 
fud,  i*  nrA  thk,  granted  that  be  was  begotten  and  conceived  like  other 
-joiepb  ,  vhofe  men,  faid  one  to  another  by  way  of  (corn  and  contempt, 

-  fa-  Is  not  this  Jefus  the  Ion  of  Jof*pht  a  poor  carpenter  f 
and  are  not  we  ourfelres  acquainted  with  both  his  fa¬ 
ther 


Gh.  vu 


father  and  mi> 
ther  ve  kiw»  ? 
bow  n  it  then 
tint  he  frith,  £ 
came  down  from 
haven  7 
43  Jcfustlitrt' 
foie  *  *  anlWcred 
And  frid  umo 
them ,  Murmur 
not  among  your- 
frtfCk 


44  No  man  can 
cone  to  me,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Father, 
which  bath  fent 
me/  draw  him  : 
and  J  will  ratfr 
him  up  at  the 
lift  da;. 


4f  Itb  written 
in  the  prophets, 
And  the)*  (hall  be 
all  taught  of  God. 
Every  mtn  there¬ 
fore  that  hath 
heard,  and  huh 
teamed  of  the 
Father,  comth 
«mo  un. 


4*  Not  that  any 
man  hath  free  the 
Father,  five  he 
which 
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ther  and  mother,  who  have  nothing  extraordinary'  in 
them  ?  How  then  can  he  have  the  face  to  pretend  to  us, 
who  fo  well  know  his  original  on  earthy  that  he  defend¬ 
ed  from  heaven  ! 

43  Jefus  therefore,  knowing  their  perverfe  mifre* 
prefentations  and  arguings  among  themfelves,  anfwcr- 
ed  faying.  All  this  is  groundlcfs  cavil,  which  ye  un- 
righteoufly  ttir  op  in  one  mothers  minds,  and  turn  into 
a  prejudice  again  ft  me*  as  if,  becaufe  my  reputed  fa¬ 
ther,  and  my  real  mother,  according  to  the  flefh,  are 
known  co  be  mean  perfons  on  earth,  it  were  tmpoflible 
that  I  ffimild  have  an  higher  original  from  heaven. 

44. The  true  reafon  of  your  unbelief  and  murmur- 
ings  on  this  head,  lyes  in  the  corruption  of  your  own 
hearts,  which  defpifes  and  oppofes  fpi ritual  things,  and 
which  nothing  but  a  divine  power  can  fab  due;  anti, a* 
I  (aid  before,  that  all  whom  the  Father  giveth  me  Jbalt 
erne  to  me9  (ver*  37.)  fo  1  now  further  tell  you  plain¬ 
ly,  thar  no  man  whatlbever,  in  his  prefem  ftate  of  de- 
generacy,  is  able  to  divert  himfelf  of  the  natural  blind - 
ndbj  enmity,  and  carnality  of  his  heart,  and  favingly 
to  believe  in  me,  unlds  my  heavenly  Father,  who  has 
fent  me,  perfuade  and  enable  him  by  his  Spirit,  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  me  for  ialvation,  in  that  way  which  lam  come 
to  reveal :  And  I  will  Jake  effectual  care  of  every  one 
that  is  thus  brought  to  believe  in  me  j  and,  at  the  end 
of  time,  will  certainly  raife  up  bis  mortal  body  to  im¬ 
mortal  life  and  blefledocfs, 

45  And  what  I  am  laying  is,  in  effe£t,  the  feme 
that  was  foretold  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  gofpet-cburch,  where  it  is  faldt  (I/i.  liv. 
*13*)  Alt  thy  children  Jbalt  be  taught  of  the  Lord \  and 
(Jer*  mi*  33,  34*)  I  wilt  put  my  law  in  their  inward 
parts ,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts  \  for  they  Jbalt  alt 
know  m*t  from  the  leafi  qf  them  unto  the  greateflf  Jaith 
the  Lord*  This  makes  it  evident,  that  all  £/Ws  children* 
or  thofe  who  are  given  to  me  of  the  Father,  mutt  be 
drawn  hy  his  efficacious  illumination  and  influences,  in 
order  to  their  coming  to  me ;  and  that  every  one,  who 
not  only  hears  and  is  taught  bis  will  concerning  me,  by 
the  miniftry  of  the  word,  but  is  likewife  under  thefc  in¬ 
ternal  drawings,  will  certainly  believe  in  me. 

46  But ,  do  not*  miftake  me,  as  if  I  would  intimate 
that  any  man  bath  feen,  or  can  fee  the  Father  himfelf, 
or  is  to  expedt  an  immediate  teaching  from  his  own 
perfoo :  This  can  be  laid  of  none  but  the  only  begotten 
Son,  who  is  partaker  of  the  divine  nature  j  (fee  the 
note  on  chap*  i*  18-):  He  indeed  has  a  raoft  intimate 
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which  U  of  God, 
he  hath  feen  the 
Fitter* 


41  Verily  reft* 
]y  (  fay  unto  you, 
He  that  bdieveth 
om  me  hath  ever* 
lading  iife- 


49  T  am  that 
bread  of  life. 


40  ‘Yourfalfteti 
did  cot  matma  in 
the  wUdemefi, 
and  art  dead. 


jo  This  is  the 
bread  which  eom- 
cdi  down  from 
heaven,  that  a 
man  may  eat 
thereof#  aid  not 
die. 


$1  I  am  the  Ii~ 
fuif;  bread  which 
came  down  from 
heaven  ;  if  any 
nun  tat  of  this 
bread  he  lhall  five 
lor  ever:  and  the 
bred  that  1  will 
give  is  my  fath, 
which 
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and  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  Father  himfelf,  and, 
as  lying  in  his  hofora,  knows  his  mind  and  will  imme¬ 
diately  from  htmfclf;  and  it  is  by  the  Son  and  Spirit 
that  the  Father  teaches  others. 

47  And,  as  he  now  fpeaks  by  me,  I,  who  am  Truth 
itfelf,  foleranly  aflure  you,  that  whoever,  as  a  loll  and 
pcrifhing  firmer,  .believes  in  me,  as  the  only  Saviour,  is 
partaker  of  a  life,  which  in  its  nature  is  cvcrlalHng  $ 
he  has  already  the  principle,  beginnings,  and  earnefU 
of  eternal  life,  and  has  fuch  a  fure  title  to  it,  that  he 
(hill,  in  due  time,  as  certainly  enjoy  it  in  all  its  per¬ 
fection,  as  if  he  were  already  in  full  pofTcffion  of  it. 

48  I  therefore  plainly  tell  you  again,  that  1  myfclf, 
in  my  office-chara£ler  and  benefits,  am  that  £rue.  It* 
ving,  and  Hfe-giving  bread,  which  I  have  been  fpeaking 
of;  all  the  fprings  of  fpiritual  life  are  in  me,  and  it  is 
by  virtue  derived  from  me,' that  believers  are  made  a- 
live  to  God  in  this  world,  and  continue  fo,  till  they 
obtain  everlafting  life  in  the  world  to  eome. 

49  As  for  the  manna  in  the  wildernefe,  which  ye  fo 
highly  magnified,  what  i$  that,  when  compared  with 
this  living  bread  ?  your  anceftora  were  indeed  miracu- 
loufly  fed  by  it  in  a  barren  wildernefc ;  but  what  is  be- 
come  of  them  all  t  they  are  long  fince  dead  like  other 
men  :  It  could  not  keep  them  always  alive  upon  earth  ; 
nor  was  there  any  virtue  in  it  to  give  them  life  In  ano¬ 
ther  world:  Nay,  notwithflandiog  their  eating  of  irt 
many  of  them  died,  for  their  murmur  lugs  and  unbe¬ 
lief,  by  an  immediate  ftroke  of  God’s  wrath ;  and  few 
of  them  lived  to  enjoy  the  promifed  land. 

£0  Bur,  on  the  contrary,  the  living  bread,  wbieh  I 
declare  myfclf  to  be,  and  which  I  have  told  you  came 
down  from  the  higheft  heaven  itfelf,  is  of  fuch  a  divine 
and  excellent  nature,  that  whoever  does  what,  in  the 
language  of  metaphor,  may  be  called  feeding  upon  it, 
(hall  efcape  the  wrath  of  God,  and  never  die  the  fecond 
death. 

5:  I  am  come  down  from  heaven  to  be  all  that, 
which  I  have  been  difeourfmg  of  under  the  norion  of 
living  bread  :  And  as  the  body  is  nounfhed  by  the  food 
tbat  is  eaten ;  fo  whoever,  with  a  fpiritual  appetite,  re* 
coives  me  into  his  heart  by  faith,  his  foul  (hall  live  in 
the  bell  fenfe,  and  never  die :  and  his  body,  though  it 
die,  (hall  be  raifed  again  to  eternal  life:  Aod  dill  more 
particularly  ro  inform  you  of  what  it  is  in  me  and  my 
performances,  that  has  this  immortal  virtue  to  a  belie¬ 
ver,  I  tell  you  it  is  my  own  body*  or  human  nature, 
which  I,  in  a  way  of  fpecial  operation,  have  affumed 
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which  l  will  give 
for  t)i<  life  of  cite 
woikh  ' 


J*  The  Jews 
therefore  ft  rove 
amotigft  them* 
iei^cs  ,  Ay  tug  , 
How  can  this 
irmn  give  us  bU 
rici  to  eat  i 


13  Then  Jufus 
faiil  unto  them. 
Verily  verjjy  1  Jay 
unco  you,,  Ex¬ 
cept  ye  eat  the 
ficlh  of  the  Sod 
of  nuntiiuttlrialt 

hif  tdemd^ye  luve 
no  life  ia  you* 


14-  Wliofo  eat* 
cth  my  fleih,  and 

driulcth  my 
blood,  hath  eter¬ 
nal  life,  and  l  viU 
nife  him  np  * t 
the  lift  day. 


$%  For  my  flefli 
it  meat  indeed, 
and  my  blood 
drink  indeed* 
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into  perfonal  union  with  my  divine  nature,  and  which 
I  will  freely  give  up  onto  the  word  of  deaths,  for  the 
redemption  of  thofe,  who  have  deferred,  and  expofed 
themfelvrs  to  it,  that  I  may  bring  fpiritual  and  eternal 
life  to  iinners  of  this  loft  world,  including  Gentiles  as 
well  as  Jew*  (See  the  note  on  chap.  iii.  id-} 

52  Though  this  way  of  Chriit’s  exprelTing  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  his  incarnation  and  death  was  evidently  figuran  ve, 
according  to  the  ufual  and  well-known  (tile  of  the  e-dl- 
ern  nations  ;  and  though  what  the  Jews  had  fuggefted 
about  the  manna  naturally  gave  a  fie  occafion  for  this 
manner  of  reprefcoring  them  ;  yet  they  perverfcly  »l:f- 
puted,  with  great  heat  among  themfelves,  again  ft  it, 
(till  taking  his  words  in  a  literal  fenlc,  and  faying,  by 
way  of  cavil  and  fcorn,  How  is  it  poftibie  that  this 
man's  (le(h  fiiould  be  eaten  like  bread  j  or  that  he  (hould 
give  it  for  us  to  feed  upon  it  ?  This  is  monftrouily  ri¬ 
diculous  and  abfurd ;  and  would  be  unnatural  and  fo¬ 
rage  to  the  laft  degree. 

$3  Then  our  blefled  Lord,  knowjiig  what  a  ftuptd 
and  carnal  turn  they  wilfully  gave  to  his  words,  replied. 
What  I  have  foid  is  fo  for  from  being  ridiculous  and 
abfurd,  according  to  my  declared  meaning  in  if,  that  I, 
the  faithful  and  true  Wit  new,  felemnly  allure  you,  un- 
lefs  in  a  moral  and  fpiritual  fenfe  ye  do  that,  which  may 
be  figuratively  called  eating  the  flefh,  and  drinking  the 
blood  of  the  incarnate  and  dying  Redeemer,  and  unlefo 
ye  be -united  to  him  by  faith,  and  made  .partakers  of  the 
virtue  of  .his  Atoning  death  for  the  re  million  of  fins, 
and  the  tefreftiment  of  your  fouls,  yc  -have  no  princi¬ 
ple  of  fpiritual  life  in  you,  nor  any  right  -or  claim  to 
eternal  life,  nor  (hall  ye  ever  enjoy  it. 

54  But,  on  the  contrary,  whoever  by  foith  receives 
me,  who  am  come  to  redeem  loft  finners  by  my  fuffirr- 
ings  in  the  flclh,  and  by  (lied ding  my  blood,  has  alrea¬ 
dy  the  principle  and  earnefts  of,  and  a  fure  title  to  eter¬ 
nal  life;  ^nd  J  will  certainly  bring  -him,  foul  and  body, 
to  .the  full  pofleflioti  of  it,  at  the  confnmmation  of  all 
things- 

•  35  For  my  body,  which  (hall  be  broken,  and  my 
;blood,  which  (ball  be  (hed  for  the  rcmillton  of  fins,* 
haye  fucb  virtue  to  procure  reconciliation  and  accept¬ 
ance  with  God,  together  with  fanclification  and  com¬ 
fort  here,  and  eternal  folvation  hereafter,  that  whoever 
by  faith  applies  them  to-  himfelf,  and  has  communion 
with  me  therein,  (hall  find  them  to  be  the  beft  of  food 
and  drink  for  the  rcfreftiment  of  his  foul,  in  a  much 
more  fublime,  effectual,  and  eminent  fentr,  than  his 
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j6  He  that  eat- 
eth  my  (It;^ , 
add  diiiAfth  ray 
MoAdt  dwcHiUh 
in  me  and  1  in 
■bun* 


As  the  li¬ 
ving  Father  bath 
lent  me,  and  I 
Live  Iiy  the  Fa* 
then  (bthc  that 
catcth  me,  even 
he  ihiii  live  by 
me. 

jfi  Thti  i&  that 
bread  which  nine 
iipvn  from  hea¬ 
ven  :  r tot  as  your 
htlien  did  cat 
manna,  and  arc 
dead:  he  that  eat* 
eth  of  this  breid 
ib4il  liye  for  ever* 


fpTIwft  things 

laid 


eating  and  drinking  any  corporal  repafts  can  be  for  the 
ref  reft  ment  of  his  mortal  body* 

56  This  may  beilluftrated  in  the  following  manner; 
As  by  eating  and  drinking  material  provisions,  they  are 
digeltcd,  incorporated)  and  become  one  with  tbc  bodyt 
for  the  fupport  and  comfort  of  its  prefent  frail  life  ;  fo 
he  who  by  fattb  receives  me,  together  with  the  benefits 
of  my  death,  onto  his  heart,  is  thereby  united  with  me, 
as  a  member  of  my  myfticat  body  j  1  dwell  in  him  by 
my  Spirit,  and  he  dwells  in  me  by  faith,  for  all  the 
pur  poles  of  maintaining  and  nou rifting  bis  fpiritual 
life,  till  it  (hall  reach  its  utnioft  perfe£Uon  in  heaven. 

57  So  that  as  the  Father,  who  has  life  in  himfeif,  has 
given  me  com  million,  and  I  thereupon,  in  my  media¬ 
torial  character,  have  life  *  from  him  for  the  executi¬ 
on  of  my  trfficc :  In  like  manner  I,  who  have  alfo  life 
in  my  felt,  will  communicate  fpi  ritual  life  to  thofc  who 
by  faith  receive  me,  that  they  may  live  with  me  for  ever. 

58  This  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  is  my  mcauing; 
I  myfelf;  jo  theft  con  (idem:  ions  of  me,  am  that  true 
and  living  bread,  which  had  it  $  original  in  heaven,  anil 
defended  from  thence,  and  with  which  the  manns  in 
the  wildernefs  is  no  more  worthy  to  be  compared,  in 
point  of  excellence,  than  a  type  and  fhadow  is  with 
its  antitype  and  fubfhmce  :  For  when  your  anceflors 
cat- of  that  bread,  their  mortal  lives  only  were  fuftain- 
ed  by  it  for  awhile,  they  being  all  long  fines  dead; 
but  every  one  who  receives  me  by  faith,  fhall  have  an  im¬ 
mortal  life,  which  being  begun  in  grace,  {hall  be  main* 
tainrd  and  c  he  rifted,  till  it  beperft£tedin  eternal  gloryf. 

59  Thefe  things  were  delivered,  not  to  a  fele£f  com¬ 
pany  in  private,  but,  according  to  Chrift’s  ufual  cuf- 

tom. 


NOTES. 


.  f  Chrid  Sting  hi  the  Father  fee  ms  10  re¬ 
late  to  h is  life  4*  man  and  mediator ;  beciufe 
ic  is  here  Cpokcp  of,  as  llic  coatoquence  of 
hk  Father's  tending  him;  ind  a  believer's 
living  by  hiiti  i,  npidentof  as  bearing  ui 
analogy  to  hU  living  by-  the  Father. 

t  It  appears  tyom  the  whole  of  thb  dif- 
Courfe,  that  the  eating,  here  fpoken  of,  can* 
notTcUce  to  a  facra.meatal,  murh  kit  to  t 
corporal  jtn4earn«J  eating  and  drinking  the 
Teal  body  grid  blood  of  Ghrife  according  la 
the  abfurd  doArine  of  tj-inmbfUwmiort : 
?or  tliffc  things  were  faid  a  con  fid  stable  time 
(a  year  at  Lead)  before  the  Lord**  (upper 
Wff  inltftutcd,  and  were  then  ff>oken  of  in 
(ho  prefent  rente,  as  oecdlary  to  eternal  life 
but  as  it  it  Ihockiug  to  fuppptb  fhat  ail,  who 
pied  between  thi*  limp  and  the  ioftiuitioo  of 
rh^t  ortLioaooe/ were  loft  for  ever;  foil  is 
ba  uamfpn^ble  and  pernicious  ftiecch  of 


charlcy  to  ftippofc,  that  all,  in  every  faccccd- 
tng  age,  who  eat  and  drank  HUimtly  of  the 
ford's  Topper,  arc  certainly  fitted*  Befido, 
the  Popafi  doArinc,  founded  on  this  dif- 
courfe,  is  very  barbarous  10  the  latrv,  wbilfl 
it  denies  them  the  cup,  which  it  calls  the  re¬ 
al  blood  of  Chrift’  for  drinking  jk  Ubod  is 
hero  represented  to  he  as  neceflary  to  eternal 
life,  eating  l is  fldh*  But  to  underfeed 
this  m  a  proper  and  literal  ftofe,  u  to  put  as 
graft  a  coflftniffion  upon  Chrift’S  words,  as 
the  carnal  thenhfelves  did,  wben  they 
laid,  (w.  51.)  Hew  earn  tits  man  pvt  at  tU 
fofi  tv  tall  And  oar  bkfltd  Lord  himftlf  all 
along  (hews,  that  his  difennrfe  is  to  be 
taken  in  a  fpi  ritual  frnfe,  and  that  eat¬ 
ing  and  drinking  in  this  cafe  arc  of  tlic 
i^ine  import  with  coming  to  hmt  or  btRtwg 
ia  obw,  (rer,  35.)  Accordingly  he  tells  to, 

£  wr.  dpj  that  to  underfend  bis  word*  Ike- 


Ch.  *i; 
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fry  he  in  the  fy* 
as  be 
uugtuin  Caper- 

JUUiD, 


60  M^ythett* 
Me  of  hh  dif- 
ciplt$,  when  they 
had  heard  ^iV, 
Aid,  This  is  an 
hard  frying,  who 
can  hoar  it  ? 


6 1  When  Jefus 
knew  in  himfeU, 
that  his  (tifcipUs 
murmured  at  it, 
he  fai  it  unto  them* 
Doth  this  offend 
TOO  ? 

do  EPhatind  if 
ye  (hiJl  fee  the 
Soil  of  man  afeeiid 

up  where  he  was 
before? 


*3  ItisthcfpU 
fit  that  qnkkco- 
cth 


tom!  publicly  in  the  fynagogue,  before  all  forts  of  bear* 
ers*  at  Capernaum ,  after  hr  returned  thither  from  the 
wiidernds,  where  he  had  miraculoufly  fed  the  multi¬ 
tude,  that  followed  him  to  this  city,  becaufe  they  bad 
tai  of  the  loaves y  and  were  filled^  {ver*  2  6;) 

6o  Now  as  he  had  a  gicat  number  of  difciples  at 
large,  who  often  attended  his  mini  (try,  and  made  a 
profeflion  of  his  name  ;  fo  many  of  them,  wbofe  hearts 
were  not  right  with  him,  were  highly  offended  at  what 
he  had  fold  about  his  being  the  bread  that  came  down 
from  heaven,  and  about  the  necelCry  of  eating  him,  in 
order  to  their  living  by  him  :  They  that  ftill  took  thefc 
things  in  a  literal  fenfe,  thought  it  a  monftrous  and  fa- 
vage  do&riuc ;  they  that  took  them  in  a  figurative 
fenfe,  ta.s  Chrifl  explained  them,  thought  that  he  bhf- 
phemouily  a  (Turned  to  himfelf  a  divine  original  and  o- 
peration;  and  they  that  knew  not  what  conftruftion  to 
put  upon  his  words,  thought  there  was  fomething  fo 
myfterious  in  them,  that  no  man  in  his  wits  could  re¬ 
ceive  them  ;  and  fo  they  heavily  complained,  one  to 
another,  that  he  preached  fuch  do&rine,  as  was  not  fit 
for  any  man  to  believe,  or  even  to  hear* 

tSi,  62  When  Jefus,  by  his  own  divine omnlfcience, 
knew  whatfeerct  whifpering  and  ditturbancc  his  words 
had  occalioned  among  them ;  he  foid,  Docs  this  (tum¬ 
ble  you,  and  hinder  your  embracing  me  ?  there  is  no 
juft  caufe  of  your  being  offended  at  it:  For,  as  to  your 
prejudice  againft  what  I  laid  about  my  coining  down 
from  heaven,  fuppofe  fome  of  you  (hnuld  fee  me,  the 
.Me Utah  in  human  nature,  afeend  locally  into  that  holy 
place,  where  1  had  an  extftcnce  before  my  incarnation  ; 
would  not  this  be  as  ftrange  and  unlikely  a  thing  as 
my  coining  down  from  thence  !  And  yet  this,  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  time,  fome  here  prefent  (ball  be  cyewitneOesof: 
Why  then  fhouM  ye  be  To  incenfed  againft  me,  for 
faying  what  is  full  as  probable,  and  eafy  to  be  done  as 
this,  which  will  alfo  be  a  confirmation  of  that  ? 

63  And  as  to  your  other  prejudice  againft  what  I 
faid  about  eating  my  flefh,  and  living  by  me,  that  is  to 
be  underftood  only  in  a  fpiritud  and  not  in  a  carnal  fenfe : 
For  as  in  nature,  only  the  foul  and  animal  fpirits  quicken 
the  body;  foin  grace,  it  is  only  the  operation  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  that  quickens  fouls  to  a  fpiritual  and  eternal  life; 
and  eating  my  flefh,  in  the  grofs  and  literal  fenfe,  were 
it  practicable  and  proper,  would  be  of  no  manner  of  ad¬ 
vantage 


NOTH. 


nUft  profitrth  nothing;  bat  that  all  ibcir  that  attend  them,  and  are  figtdfied  hf  them, 
advantage  proceed*  from  U»  Jpirit  fifi  or  arc  communicated  by  thrii  meui. 
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cth,  fhcflclh  pro- 
(i  ret  it  DQihi^  i 
the  words  chat  1 
fpcak  \mv>  you, 
are  i'pivit, 
a  lid  they  arc  Jifc* 

<4  But  then 
pre  fume  of  yiiu 
that  bdie'e  not* 
for  Jrju*  kn$'j* 
iront  ilu  begin¬ 
ning  who  ihry 
M-cpt  Hut  bcliev- 
r-l  r.ci*,  and  who 
ilhtuld  belt  a  y 
Uim* 


Gj  AnrllicfaiJ^ 
Tiitrcttrft  n*KJ  I 
tttito  you.  Hut  lw 
ituti  can  ronn: 
unto  toe,  rxeept 
it  mere  jjiren  un- 
ut  my  tV 

thir* 


46  From  that 
/rare  many  of  Jiis 
t)j  Triples  went 
)viek7am1  walked 
ro  mo/c  with 
him. 


4  j  Then  ft  id 
JeJus  unto  the 
twelve,  WiU  ye 
plib  jjti  away  l 


tffl  Then  Simon 
'peter  afifwercd 
him,  1,0  rd,  to 
Wjiom  Ihull  vegot 
thou 


vantage  for  the  life  of  fouls:  The  word*  therefore,  that 
1  have  been  fpeaking,  relate  to  fpiritual  things,  and  are 
the  means  of  conveying  the  Holy  Spirir,  wbofe  influ¬ 
ence,  as  the  fruit  of  my  death  and  afccnCoo  to  heaven, 
is  effectual  unto  fpiritual  and  eternal  life* 

64  But  l  know  that  fome  pf  you,  who  profefs  to  be 
my  ilifeipic?,  do  not  heartily  believe  in  me,  and  there* 
fore  are  ready  to  cavil  at  my  doflrine,  and  put  the  moft 
ahfurd  and  perverfe  conllru£Uon  on  my  words*  And 
Jefus  might  well  fay  this ;  for  he  perfectly  knew  ail  along, 
from  the  very  iiril  of  their  pretences  to  own  and  follow 
him,  whofe  hearts  were  not  right  with  him,  and  which 
of  the  twelve  apofUes  thcmfclyes  would  not  only  prove 
to  be  inlinccre,  but  wnuM  Hkewtfe  bafely  betray  him* 

65  And,  faid  he,  bccaufe  I  knew  that  there  were 
falfe-hearted  pretenders  amnnjj  you,  therefore,  for  your 
cuuvi&iun  and  caution,  and  lor  diftinguUhing  real 
from  nominal  beliereis,  I  told  you  before,  [ver,  44.) 
that  no  man  can  favingiy  believe  itf  me,  milefs  my  Fa* 
thcr  ciGcaciouiiy  draw  him  by  his  Spirit,  and  thereby 
give  him  flrength  and  grace  to  enable  him  to  come  to 
me,  in  a  fpi ritual  manner,  for  everlaftiug  life. 

66  Upon  ChriIVs  repeating  what  he  had  Card  before 
about  the  ahfoiute  uectfiity  of  divine  grace,  and  that 
with  fuch  3  ciofs  application  to  them,  who  had  profef- 
fed  dtfciplcfhip  to  him/many  of  them  were  fo.  flung 
and  offended  at  it,  that  they  immediately  revolted  from 
him  to  the  world,  to  their  pbarifaical  teachers,  and  to 
their  own  finful  and  fclf-deceiving  ways;  and  never 
more  returned  to  attend  on  his  miniftry,  nor  ever  made 
any  further  profeflion  of  him* 

67  On  occafion  of  this  great  apodacy  among  them, 
our  Lord,  for -the  trial  of  the  twelve  a  po  files  faith,  and 
to  give  them  a  proper  opportunity  of  profdEng  it,  faid, 
in  an  affectionate  and  moving  manner  to  them,  See 
how  many  have  for&kenme  I  will  ye  alfo  follow  their 
example  ?  Tell  me  whar  arc  the  thoughts  and  purpofes 
of  yonr  hearts  about  this  matter? 

68  Then  Sihton  Ptftr  replied,  in  the  name  of  the 
red,  as  in  charity  believing  that  they  were  of  the  fame 
mind  with  himfelf.  Lord,  whatfoeyer  others  do,  we 
dare  not  think  of  leaving  thee:  For  ro  whom  fhould, 
or  can  we  go,  with  fafery  and  advantage,  but  to  thee  ? 
Shall  we  go  to  the  world  ?  that  can  never  be  a  farisfy* 
»ng  portion  10  ns :  Shall  we  go  to  the  fervice  of  fin  ? 
that  will  certainly  ruin  us :  Shalt  we  goto  the fcribts  and 
Pbarifetsz  ThcywiH  miftead  and  deceive  us;  Shall  wego 
to  any  fchemrs  of  our  own,  or  others  framing  for  happL 
pefs?  They  will  furelydifappcint  us:  Shzll\Yt%etQMofcix 


Cfat  lU 

tbort  haft 
4-aidl  or  CU'nul 
life. 


Arsit  VC  be¬ 
lieve,  and  aie 
ju*c  that  ihou  m 
that  Cbnll,  the 
Han  of  the  living 
Gud. 


jo  Jefus  an- 
fjiitd  (hem  , 
JIjvc  ihh  1  dio- 
fen  you  mlve, 
^nH  one  of  vou  is 
a  devil  ? 


ji  Hcfjwfeeof 
Jntiti  hour  bt, 
/■v  Jjrf  or  ^iaaons 
for  he  It  vac  that 
fhould  Uxny 
Ji:m ,  bttng  ok 
vf  ihe  twelve* 
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and  truft  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  ?  he  could  not 
help  us*  but  would  fend  us  back  to  thee  :  Or  Ihail  we 
go  to  John  the  Baptifi  ?  he  turned  os  over  to  thee : 
*Tis  thou,  and  thou  only,  that  teach  eft  the  true  doc¬ 
trine  of  eternal  life,  and  art  able  and  willing  to  give 
us  life,  as  thou  thyfelf  haft  told  us  in  this  dilcourle  ; 
we  therefore  are  determined  to  cleave  to  thee. 

69  And  from  what  we  have  already  leen  of  thee,  and 
heard,  and  learnt,  and  felt  from  thee,  we  firmly  be¬ 
lieve,  and  are  fully  facisfied,  that  thou  art  the  true  bread 
of  life,  even  that  promifed  MclTiah,  whom  we  export¬ 
ed,  and  that  eternal  Son  of  the  only  living  and*  tiue 
God,  who,  as  a  divine  perfon,  camcft  down  from 
heaven. 

70  Hereupon  our  blefied  Lord,  to  caution  them  a- 
gainft  felf-confidence  on  account  of  this  noble  confef- 
fion  of  him,  and  againft  being  ftumblcd,  when  after¬ 
wards  one  of  their  own  number  ihould  prove  a  traitor 
to  him,  replied.  Do  not  ye  know  that  I,  the  Son  of  God, 
have  feparated  and  called  you,  my  twelve  apoftles,  to 
bear  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  what  ye  have  now  cod  felled 
concerning  me  ?  And  yet  even. one  of  you  is  fti  11  un¬ 
der  the  power  of  Satan,  and  will  aft  his  part  in  treacb- 
eroufly  delivering  me  into  the  bands  of  mine  enemies. 

71  He  hereby  particularly  meant  Judas  I/cariot, 
who  was  the  fon  of  one  Simon,  though  he  did  not  then 
think  proper  to  mention  him  by  name :  For  he  certain¬ 
ly  knew  that  this  wretch,  being  one  of  the  twelve  a> 
pottles,  would*.  through  the  mitigation  of  the  devil, 
abufe  his  familiar  acquaintance  with  hjs  Lord,  by  turn¬ 
ing  it  into  a  means  of  betraying  him. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 


What  a  wonderful  and  divine  {Saviour  is  our  hlcfled  Lord,  whom  God  the 
Father  has  fealed !  tic  is  the  eternal  Son  of  the  living  God,  who  came  original¬ 
ly  from  heaven,  and  having  died  in  human  nature  upon  earth,  is  gone  baek  to 
heaven,  and  lives  there  for  ever.  He  fearches  the  fecrets  of  our.  hearts,  and 
knows  the  mod  private  murmu rings  and  tranfadions  of  our  fouls r  His  almighty 
power  can  multiply  our  ftorc  for  the  body  here,  and  raife  it  up  to  an  immortal 
life  hereafter ;  and  he,  who,  like  the  great  God  of  the  univerfe,  tmd  upon  the 
waves  of  the  fea,  and  turned  tlie  ftorm  into  a  calm,  can  ealily  quiet  a  troubled 
foul,  faying,  Jtisl,  be  not  afraid. — Of  how  much  greater  importance  is  it, 
that  we  be  partakers  of  fpiritua)  bieffiogs  to  eternal  life,  which  Chrift,  as  medi¬ 
ator,  has  all  authority  to  beftow,  and  will  give  to  them  that  come  by  faith  to 
him,  than  that  we  enjoy  the  belt  of  penStiug  things,  pertaining  to  thefe  mortal 
bodies !  And  yet,  alas  1  bow  much  more  pains  will  men  take  fur  the  meat  that 
peri  (lies,  than  lor  that  which  endures  to  everlafting  lift  !  And  how  backward 
are  they  to  feck  this  better  food,  by  that  faith,  which  God  requires,  and  grv 

ciouflr 

NOTE. 

*  God  U  here  Oiled  the  livine  God,  not  is  called,  by  way  of  peculiar  eminence  aj>|I 
to  diltiiwiiiOi  the  nature  of  the  Father  from  propriety,  the  Son  nf  this  living  God,  M 
that  of  the  Son,  bnc  the  nature  of  the  true  intimate  that  he,  as  the  Son,  partakes  of  the 
God  faun  that  of  zll  Abe  gods;  and  Chrift  feme  di  vine  life  and  perfections  with  his  Father. 
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ctoufly  works  in  all  that  obtain  it !  What  excellent  and  living  bread  Is  a  crucin- 
cd  Jrfua  to  mifrrable  fouls  l  He  by  his  Bob  and  blood  has  pureMed  the  belt  of 
life  tor  them,  and  by  his  word  and  Spirit  fpeaks  it  to  them*  and  feeds,  comforts, 
and  nouriftics  them  to  eternal  life,.  Who,  that  knows  any  thing  of  bis  o\ux 
wants,  and  of  Ch  rift's  worth,  would  not  fay,  Lord,  evermore  give  us  of  this 
bread  }  How  fhould  we  hunger  and  thirft  after  him,  as  perilhing  creatures,  that 
need  his  falvation;  and  with  what  readinds  fbould  we  receive  him  by  faith  with 
application  to  ouTfdvrs,  that  wt  may  live  by  him  !  And  O  what  rich  encourage¬ 
ment  have  the  wurft  of  Tinners  to  believe  in  him,  who  is  the  Amen*  the  faithful 
and  true  Witcds*  and  has given  the  ftrtmgcft  affiiranccs,  that  he  wilt  in  no  wife  Gift 
out  any  that  come  to  him ;  but  will  give  them  the  beginnings,  earn  efts,  fore- 
taftes,  and  fecurities  of  eternal  life,  wiH  take  care  of  them,  and  all  their  con* 
cents,  and  raife  up  their  mortal  bodies  to  a  glorious  immortality,  equal  to  that 
of  their  fouis,  according  to  the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father  !  How  unreafonab^ 
and  per verft  then  are  the  prejudices  and  murmnrings  that  tinners  harbour  in 
their  hearts  againft  him  !  f'Fls  becaufe  they  entertain  wrong  and  unworthy 
thoughts  of  his  ptrfcn  and  offices,  wtfdom*  power,  and  grace,  and  of  the  way 
of  falvation  hy  him,  and  prefer  earthly  and  carnal,  to  fycnlual  and  heavenly 
things :  O  how  neceiTary  are  God’s  fpecial  drawings,  by  the  internal  light  and 
influence  of  his  Spirit,  is  well  as  by  bis  word,  to  enable  us  to  believe  in  Jefus  to 
the  laving  of  oar  fouls  J  VYc  fliaU  underftand  fpmtual  things  in  a  carnal  manner, 
and  never  get  over  the  natural  enmity  of  our  minds  and  hearts  sgainft  them,  un¬ 
less  we  hear  amt  learn  of  the  Father  to  come  to  Chrift.  hut  how  many  foever 
reject  him  throi^h  wilful  unbelief*  fome  Hull  be  brought  to  faving  faith  in  him  : 
His  Father’s  gift  of  them  to  him  JhaH  never  be  revoked;  his  precious  blood  Ibed 
for  them  (hall  not  be  fplit  in  vain;  his  own  and  bis  Father’s  heart  are  unitedly 
engaged  to  fecure  their  hapjwnefs;  they  fhaO  be  taught  of  God,  and  come  to  his 
Son ;  and  none  of  them  ftali  be  loft,  but  he  will  raife  them  up  at  the  faft  day. 
Wherever  eife  we  reek  for  f3lvalion,  we  (hail  certainly  fall  Ibort  of  it;  and  who 
knows  what  degrees  of  treachery  and  wickeduefs  they  may  be  fuffirred  to  go  in¬ 
to,  who  once  begin  to  fbrfake  him?  But  the  apoftacy  of  others  fliould  be  fo  far 
from  (tumbling  us,  that  it  fttould  make  us  cleave  the  fafttr  onto  Him  ;  and  when 
he  fays  to  us,  ill  yc  go  away  aifo  l  we  fhoukl  fay  to  him.  Lord,  to  whom 
fhatt  we  go  i  thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life. 
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Tut.  PARAPHRASE. 

theft  *  JTER  the  things  mentioned  in  the  foiegoing  dif- 
1 "it  call-  ■  courfe,  our  Lord  flayed  a  conCderable  time  in  Ga¬ 
te;  for  he  would  IUee>  and  travelled  about  from  place  to  place,  preaching 
»oi  w»ih  io  Jew-  tjjC  gofpel,  and  doing  good :  For,  the  leafon  appointed 
Swbfought,to  of  *be  Father  for  hi»  death  not  being  yet  come,  he 
jfcubim.  thought  it  imprudent  to  appear,  as  he  was  wont,  in 

judga,  because  the  Jew*  there  were  grown  -fo  invete- 

terate 


Chap*  yii. 


Tbe  EvangcBjt  John  paraphrased. 
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%  Mow  the 
lewi  fctll  of  la- 

jvcrnachn  «s  at 
banri, 

j  brethren 
therefore  fa  id  un- 

tu  IfitU,  Dr p.-,rt 
h^ncev  and  go  in¬ 
to  judci,  thalthy 
^iiapk)  Jtbnuy 
fhe  tvorWl 
tbinhcti  4o(L 


4  For  then  If 
mr  man  that  doth 
tiling  in  fc- 
crct,  and  he  trim- 
fdf  fcefccth  to  be 
known  upenly. 
If  thou  do  tbefe 
thing*,  Ibew  thy- 
ieit  tad*  world. 


5  For  neither 
did  his  brethren 
bciicrc  b  luuio 


6  Then  Jrfcs 
fud  onto  them. 
My  time  b  not 
come  i  but 
your 


1* 


rate  againft  him,  that  they  re  Solved  to  take  him  off,  a* 
loon  as  poflible,  cither  by  popular  fury,  or  by  form  of 
law. 

1,  3  But*  after  a  while,  the  Jc&ifb  feaft  of  taber¬ 
nacles  drew  near,  which  was  iuftituted,  and  continued 
to  be  obferved,  as  a  memorial  of  IfracPn  dwelling  in 
rents  in  the  wildernefs,  and  was  one  of  the  three  great 
feafts,  at  which  all  the  males  were  obliged,  by  God's 
command,  to  appear  before  bira  at  Jerufaiem,  (Dc-ut. 
xvi.  id.) :  Cbrift’s  near  kinfmen  therefore,  (fee  the  note 
on  Matth.  rii.  46.)  observing  that  he  delayed  going 
to  that  Iblemoity,  put  him  upon  it,  faying.  Now  is 
your  opportunity  to  make  a  figure  in  the  world  j  flay 
no  longer  in  this  poor,  obfeure  counrry,  but  go  ro  the 
more  populous  towns  and  cities  of  Judea,  and  batten 
away  to  the  great  metropolis,  that  by  your  preaching, 
and  wonderful  works,  you  may  make  converts  of  men 
of  reputation  and  learning  there,  and  may  encourage 
all  your  difcipleg,  who  at  this  time  are  repairing  from 
every  part  of  the  nation  thither,  and  will  be  ready  at 
band  to  favour  any  defigns  that  you  may  fet  on'  foot. 

4  For  no  man,  wboandcrftands  bis  own  interefts, 
is  fo  imprudent,  as  to  do  things  in  a  private  corner  of 
tbe  country,  while,  like  you,  he  alms  at'  gaining  a  pub* 
lie  reputation  by  them.  If  therefore  you  are  able  to  do 
any  extraordinary  works,  to  eftabiifli  your  authority,  as 
you  profefs  to  do  here  in  Galilei,  your  wifeft  way  is  ro 
perform  them  in  the  molt  famous  places,  and  on  tbe 
moll  public' oceafiotu,  that  men  of  note  and  fenfe,  as 
well  as  the  populace,  may  fee  and  examine  them,  and 
be  convinced  by  them. 

'  5  But  bow- plaufiUe  and  innocent  foever  this  advice 
of  his  relations  might  appear,  it  preceded  from  mean 
and  unworthy  thoughts  of  him  :  For  they  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  him  to  be  the  true  Meffiab,  but  fufpe£bed  that  he 
only  aimed  at  tbe  applaufe  of  men,  and  ar  fetting  up 
for  tbe  head  and  ringleader  of  a  party ;  and  therefore 
they  urged  him  in  this  manner  to  go  to  Jerafakm ,  that 
he  might  be  dete&ed  by  men  of  greater  penetration 
$an  themfdves, 

6  Jefas  («’)  therefore  anfwered  them,  7c  are  much 
mi  Oaken  in  your  thoughts  about  me  and  my  defigns : 
As  I  know  that'  many  in  Jerufalem  are  contriving  to 
take  away  my  life,  before  the  time  is  come  for  me  to 
refign  it  *,  ’Tis  not  proper  that  I  fhould  appear  openly 

(here 


MOTE. 

*  Some  have  thought  that  this  might  like*  /or  taring  GaMec*  bccaufc  of  (one  fotthcc 
vlfc  be  meant  of  its  dot  bring  hU  tinacyct  work,  which  be  bad  firft  fo  do  there  *  Bat 

whet 


34$ 

ycrar  time  Is  *1* 
way  ready* 


7  The  world 
cannot  hue  ym  ; 
bnt  me  it  hiiunh, 
bccjnlc  f  (eftify 
of  it*  that  the 
work*  thereof  are 
«viL 


8  Go  ye  up 
unto  rhis  iWI : 
1  go  not  up  yet 
unto  this  fraft ; 
for  my  time  U 
ROC  yet  full  come* 

p  When  he 
had  fkU  theie 
words  y  tit  o  them, 
he  abode  Jfiii  tit 
Galilee. 


io  Hut,  uhen 
his  hretlirru  \une 
gone  upt  thru 
went  he  alfo  up 
unto  the  ftall, 
noc  trimly*  hut 
iu  it  were  in  ie- 
trcL 


1 1  Then  the 
Jews  fought  him 
tat  the  foil,  and 
iaid,  Whcreishc? 


14-  And  there 
was  much  mur- 
muring  among 
the  people;  con- 
Otniov  him  :  for 
ftime  htii  lie  is  a 
good  man :  o- 
there 


4vhat  is  added  in 
v  9i  Id's  hating  hiiu 


Tht  Evangeiift  John  paraphraftd*  Cb  vii. 


there  at  the  beginning  of  the  feaft,  and  thereby  need* 
lefly  give  them  an  opportunity  of  concerting  mcafures 
for  my  deftru£tion :  But  it  is  other  wife  with  you;  Ye 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  their  perfections,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  go  without  any  danger  to  yourfelves,  when¬ 
ever  ye  pleafe* 

7  The  men  of  this  world  have  no  reafon  to  be  ene- 
mies  to  yon,  who  are  like  therofelves  in  their  princi¬ 
ples*  temper,  and  defigns,  and  never  care  to  fay  any 
thing  to  offend  them :  But  they  have  the  greatcit  aver¬ 
sion  to  me,  and  fee  It  my  ruin,  becaufe  1  freely  and  faith¬ 
fully  tell  them  their  own,  and  oppofe  and  condemn' their 
beloved  lulls  and  finful  ways,  for  their  reformation* 

8  Repair  ye  therefore  to  JerufaUm  as  foon  as  ye  will, 
that  yc  maybe  there  at  Lhe  beginning  of  the  feaft:  I 
Jhall  not  keep  you  company,  nor  indeed  go  yet*  a- while ; 
for  I  muft  wait  a  little  longer  before  it  will  he  prudent 
for  me  to  be  feen  thcie* 

9  By  this  anfwer  he  Cent  them  to  attend  divine  ordi¬ 
nances,  though  they  were  perfons  of  a  carnal  unbelie¬ 
ving  bean  $  but,  as  they  did  not  like  his  prefence  a- 
mongrbem,  he  would  not  honour  them  with  it :  And, 
having  thus  difmifled  them,  he,  keeping  to  his  refolu* 
tion,  ftill  continued  fon^e  days  in  Gnlikt* 

jo  But.  foon  after  xhofe  relations,  according  to  the 
fldh,  had  fet  out  on  their  journey,  he  likewife  went 
after  them*  to  celebrate  the  feaft  of  tabernacles,  that  he 
might  honour  the  inftitutions  of  God,  and  fulfil  all 
righteoufneft.  But  he  went  very  privately,  to  prevent 
noile  and  tumult,  and  all  appearance  of  vain-glory,  as 
alfo  to  avoid  giving  umbrage  to  the  government,  and  to 
-efcape  the  hands  cf  fucb  wicked  men  as  might  lye  in 
wait  ro  murder  him. 

ii  In  the  mean  while,  th t  jem  expelling  him  at 
the  feaft,  and  iinding  that  be  did  not  come  with  bis 
kindred,  there  was  great  inquiry  after  him,  they  all 
wondering  what  was  become  of  him,  or  where  he  had 
bid  himfelf;  fome  being  defirous  to  hear  his  excellent 
difeourfea,  and  fee  his  wonderful  works,  whilft  others 
were  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  get  him  into  their 
power,  that  they  might  put  him  to  death* 

ti  And  this  occasioned  ait  tmiverfal  talk,  and  warm 
debates  about  bim  ;  fome  infilled  that  he  certainly  was 
at  lead  an  honed,  worthy*  and  uleful  man,  whofe  doc¬ 
trine  was  heavenly,  whofe  life  was  holy,  and  whofc 

miracles 


NOTE, 

tta  next  Tcrfc  about  die  going  to  Jcnfahm  juft  then,  feem*  to  fa- 
t  a*  the  mfoa  of  LU  doc  vour  the  other  intcrprcuuQQ  rutber  ihamhi^ 


Ch.  vih 
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thm  foH,  Hiy;  miracles  were  all  merciful  and  engaging;  and  ihev 
the  murmured  at  the  chief  priefts*  feribes  and  Ph<\rifet$%  for 

reviling  and  oppofing  him :  And  others*  on  the  contra* 
ry,  cried  out  againfi  him,  as  an  impoftor,  who  deluded 
the  people,  afTerted  himfelf  to  be  equal  with  God,  and 
profaned  the  fahbath  by  working  his  cares  on  tharday* 
{tbap*  v.  i8*);  and  they  murmured  at  his  friends*  ifor 
taking  his  pair,  and  {hewing  him  any  countenance* 

13  Hdwhcit ,  13  However*  as  the  run  of  the  chief  men  was  cruelly 

m>  maci  fpakf  o-  n  gain  ft  him*  none*  that  had  a  good  option  of  him* 
JUr  ofthcjiv^  durft  venture  to  fpcak  rheir  minch  Freely  and  publicly 
in  his  favour*  left  tbeyfhould  provoke  the  rulers  of  the 
Jem*}  to  take  them  up,  and  pcrfccute  them  lor  1m  fake* 
34  Now,  about  14  Now  though*  for  wife  regions,  {vtr  6,  y.)  Chrift 
the  midflt  of  ihe  did  not  think  fit  to  appear  openly  at  the  beginning  of  the 
intotK^  fcaft  *  yrt  about  the  third  or  fourth  day  of  that  folemnity* 
pWndtaujht,  which  lafted  feven  days,  (Lru*  xxiu+ 34.)  he,  to  flieur 
that  he  was  not  afraid  of  his  enemies,  went  boldly  to 
the  temple,  when  he  was  little  ripened,  and  preached 
to  the  people  in  full  aflembty,  they  being  then  more  at 
leifure  to-hear  him,  having,  according  to  cuftom*  fpent 
fome  days  in  their  booths* 

is  Aad  the  i $  And  his  difeourfe  was  with  fuch  fcriptural  evi- 
dence,  with  fuch  profound  judgmenr*  and  with  fuch 
Lrowjih  this  gravity  and  authority*  that  his  hearers  flood  amazed  ac 
roan  letter*,  hiv-  it ;  ami  fome  of  them  faid*  in  a  way  of  high  approha- 
mgacywiearjwd?  tjon  an(j  app]aiTfe>  and  others  in  a  way  of  detra£tton  and 
'  contempt,  as  if  he  got  his  knowledge  by  fome  evil  art* 
how  is  this  man  able  to  talk  at  fuch  an  uncommon  ran: 
ahout  the  things  of  God,  and  the  holy  feriptures*,  fince 
he  never  went  ahroad  for  learning,  nor  was  educated  by 
any  of  our  famous  rabbles  in  the  fchools  of  the  prophets 
at  home  ? 

itf  Jefiu  an*  16  Jcfus  perceiving  their  aftoniihmenr,  and  what  an 
invidious  turn  fome  of  them  cave  to  hi$  maimer  of 
u  nut  irwc,  but  preaching*  replied,  for  the  eltablifhmrmof  his  mends, 
that  feat  me.  and  confutation  of  his  enemies,  1  did  no!  learn  the  doc¬ 
trine,  which  1  teach*  by  any  human  afliftance,  nor  is 
it  a  private  invention  of  my  own  head  f;  hut  it  is  ori¬ 
ginally  from  God  my  Father,  who  communicated  it  to 


me. 


NOTES, 

*  r$ the  word  here  tnolbtcrt  Ut~  own,  bill  hb  Father's  that  font  him :  And  ic 
ters,  feems  to  ftgnity  the  fcriptarcs,  id  which  became  him,  in  his  ftate  of  EuimLlUrioD,  and 
Mtfcs  wrote  of  Chdft*  CSap,  v*  under  the  chdviwler  of  a  prophet,  to  Ipak 

of  it  in  this  light,  accnnliifg  u>  uhat  God 
f  Though,  eonfidering  CTirift  *$  Ood,  hU  had  fait!  to  Mtfts  o>n:trning  bin,  ( Dent* 
doGrine  uas  hp  own  as  welt  as  bis  FatWs ;  kvvU  iS.)  /  v-I/i  rai/i:  them  up  a  prophet  fnm 
yet,  he  here  evidently  fpcaking  of  hioiicif  umji*  i^rrr  /dr  Vhte  iiif,  tmJ  -wilt 

as  man  and  the  MeflLili.  his  doctrine,  un-  put  jiw  wrA  ht  his  be  Jbafi  f*€dk 

dcr  that  oonlistenciun  of  him,  wu  not  his  'tntotlm  aU  thui  I  «j %ms*d  hint* 


3$o 


The  Svaagettfi  Jobh  paraphrafed. 
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i>  If  any  man 
v\\\  <£»  HU  will. 
he  ft  a)  I  know  of 
tbedo^trat*  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  of  God, 
or  ipfcrfiCT  1  /peak 
of  myftlf. 


m9  He  that 
fpeaketh  of  him- 
fieif  fecketh  hb 
<wn  glory :  but 
he  lhai  fccketh 
his  glory  that 
lent  him,  the 


me,  33  the  MeJEab,  by  his  Spirit,  with  which  he  a- 
nointed  me  above  meaiure,  and  who  fent  me  to  publith 
it  to  the  world,  not  for  gaining  applaufe  to  myleJf,  but 
for  the  advancement  of  bis  honour  and  glory. 

17  Whether  ye  will  believe  this  or  not,  yet  whoever 
is  heartily  defirous  to  Jay  a£de  fais  prejudices,  and  to 
go  into  humble,  ferious,  and  impartial  inquiries  into 
the  will  of  God,  by  meditation,  reading,  hearing,  and 
praying,  that  be  may  learn  and  pradife  it,  he  (ball 
find  enough  in  the  nature  and  tendency  of  my  dodrine 
to  recommend  it ;  he  fhall  experience  fuch  powerful, 
Tweet,  and  holy  effe&s  of  it,  and  fucb  further  affiftancea 
of  the  Spirit,  as  will  enable  him  to  judge,  with  entire 

"fatisfadionto  himfelf,  whether  it  really  be  a  divine  re¬ 
velation,  as  1  aver;  or  whether  it  be  the  private  fenii- 
ment  and  contrivance  of  an  impoftor,  as  my  enemies 
fugged. 

18  Such  an  one  will  readily  think  thus  with  himfelf: 
An.  impoftor,  who  forms  his  own  fchemes,  and  vents 
his  own  imaginations  to  deceiy^  the  people,  will,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  method  that  I  hare  taken,  calculate  his 
dodrines,  and  purfue  meafures  to  raife  his  own  repu- 

lamc  b  true,  md  .  ration  and  true  re  ft  in  the  world,  and  to  fuit  the  cot  rupt 
iTi  Principles  and  tafte'  of  men,  that  they  may  fall  in  with 

him,  and  fee  him  up  for  their  head  and  leader :  Bur, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  who,  like  me,  is  wholly  intent 
upon  the  glory  of  God,  from  whom  he  profefies  to  be 
fent,  and  preaches  fucb  .dodrine,  and  lives  at  fuch  a 
rate,  as  evidently  tend  to  humble  and  reform  mankind, 
to  oppofetheir  fdfifti,  worldly  fpirit,  to  corred  their  er¬ 
rors,  to  root  out  their  corruptions,  and  to  turn  them 
from  all  iniquity  to  God,  that  they  may  ferve  and  glo¬ 
rify  him;  this  perfon  cannot  poffibly  be  a  cheat ;  he  is 
faithful  to  God,  and  to  the  fouls  of  men  ;  and  it  is  plain 
that  be  is  truly  what  he  profefies  to  be,’  and  that  there 
is  no  falfebood  in  his  dodrine,  or  fraud  in  his  manage¬ 
ment  :  Thus  ye  would  judge  concerning  me,  were  ye 
really  willing  to  know  and  do  the  will  of  God. 

Di4  nor  Mo-  But  yc  are  fo  far  from  this,  and  fuch  is  the  con- 

ft,  give  von  (tie  traricty  of  your  hearts  to  God,  that  though  ye  profefs 
Uw,  and  jrf  none  a  mighty  zeal  for  the  law  of  Mo/es ,  as  delivered  to  you 
the  C  divine  authority;  yet  all  ranks  and  orders  among 

go  yt  ,ut  to  you  are  fhamefol  tranfgreflors  even  of  this  law  :  Other - 
1:11  m* 1  wife,  why,  in  dtred  contradidion  to  one  of  its  expref? 

and  unalterable  precepts,  do  yefeek  to  murder  me? 

20  The  common  people  *>  specially  tbofe  that  came 

from 

NOTE. 

*  The  feoflt  here  feem  to  be  difiercot  from  thole,  that  ere  aftervards  Jaid  to  he 


hill  at; 
lb  The  people 

M- 
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anfwered  aiuUud, 
Tnoo  baft  i  de¬ 
vil;  who  gpetb 
about  to  kill 
tLccf 


ai  Jefos  wi- 
f-A  crul  and.  fiid 
unro  them*  1 
have  done  ope 
work,  and  ye  ail 
marvel 


Mof«  there¬ 
fore  gave  unco 
you  circtundfioD, 
(riot  hccaufe  it  u 


from  the  country  to  the  fealt,  knowing  nothing  of  the 
plot  again!!  him,  and  being  under  the  influence  of  their 
rulers,  cried  out  in  a  greai'ragc*  You  talk  like  a  mad¬ 
man*  or  one  pofleflVd  of  the  devil:  Who  intends  or  at* 
tempts  to  murder  you?  we  cannot  think  that  any  have 
formed  fuch  defperate  defigns  again!!  your  life. 

a  i  Our  Lord*  thereupon*  referred  them  to  the  tranf- 
afltons  of  the  lalt  paflbver *(eA<z/.lv.  8, —  1 6.)  faying, 
I  fomedme  ago  wrought  a  miraculous  work  of  mercy, 
in  curing  a  poor  cripple*  with  only  fpeaking  a  word, 
which  ye  eould  not  but  admire  ;  and  yet  ye  were  all 
amazed  at  my  doing  (it  on  the  fabbarh-day*  and  fome  of 
you  fought  to  kill  me  on  that  account*  as  if  I  had  there* 
hy  broken  the  law  of  Mefet .  But  how  unrvafbnable  your 
charge  on  this  head  was*  ye  may  eafily  judge  from  what 
is  commonly  prafUTed*  without  any  fcruple  among  your- 
felvea, 

aa  To  -this  purpofe  ohferve*  Mofe:  delivered  to  you 
the  ordinance  of  circomcifioa*  or  rather*  by  the  corn* 
mand  of  God*  continued  to  enjoin  it  upon  you  *  for  it 
«f  was  not  fir!!  ioftituted  under  Mofesy  but  was  originally 
Uic  fuhen,)  and  a  privilege  which  God  appointed  to  be  the  token  of  his 
^U<b«iffld&a  8raci°us  covenant  with  Abraham,  and  his  feed  long  be¬ 
fore*  {Gen.  stvii.  io*  it.);  and  according  to  this  inftitu- 
tion*  if  the  eighy  day  from  the  birth  of  a  male,  prove 
to  be  the  fabbath*  ye  count  it  lawful  to  do  every  thing 
that  is  neceffiry  for  circumcihng  him  then. 

23  Now,  if  in  obedience  to  a  ceremonial  appointment, 
which  was  grafted  into  the  law  of  Mofcj,  ye  circumcife 
a  child*  and  ofe  the  means  that  are  proper  for  healing 
the  wound  thereby  made  upon  him*  and  all  agree,  that 
the  law  of  the  fabbath  is  not  thereby  broken.  How  un¬ 
reasonable  and  perverfe  U  it,  that  ye  jihould  be  enraged 
h™  with  bitternefs  again!!  me*  (v“  for  only  fpeaking 

™*  a  word,  and  thereby  not  barely  curing  a  (light  wound, 
but  reftoring  a  poor  miferable  creature*  who  was  all  over 
difeafed*  to  perfect  health  on  the  fabbath-day  ? 

34  Take  heed  therefore  of  partiality  in  judging  (“*’ 
•+«)  with  refpe&of  perfons;  do  not  indulge  your  preju¬ 
dices  again!!  me*  on  account  of  my  low  and  mean  ap¬ 
pearance*  nor  in  favour  of  your  chief  priefts  and  rulers* 

on 

H  o  t  E  s. 

of  JmfiJcM  (vtr.  if,)  and  knew  Cometh  ing  fm,  fignify  for  fhit  caufo,  which  as  focre 
or  the  tkfigtu  of  the  Jmba  and  Pbatifttt  have  conjectured  might  be  joined  to  the  U*ft 
againft  Chrtfh  But  if  if  were  otherwife,  vdrfe  thus,  emcritf  Jv  nrfr,  ye 

tlteir  vtekednei*  is  further  aggravated  by  woiwlcr  at  me  for  this*  i-  c.  for  doing  this 
joining  known  faUHwud  to  tudr  blafphe-  work,  on  the  fabbarh-day:  Dot  taking  it  as 
b;ou*  rctitcrioo  on  him,  the  thinning  of  this  verfc,  k  may  be  (tc- 

rvl&t  the  words  here  rendered  fhtrt-  tiered  ti  tiis  ia  in  die  paraphrafe. 


nun 


ay  If  *  mao 
on  the  fabbath- 
day  receive  tiv- 
cuiDCiCon  *  that 
the  Uw  of  Mofcs 
flvmld  cot  be 
broken;  are  yc 
an^ry  at  be- 

CJttfe  I 

mode  a  man  e To¬ 
ry  whit  whole  oa 
the  ftbbith-day  l 

14  Jpdge  not 
according  to  the 
appearance,  but 
Judy 


ZS2 


The  EvatigeUft  Joint  fataphrafcd*  Ch.  tit# 


judge  righteous 
judgment* 


%S  Then  fiid 
fo  me  of  them  of 
Jerufakm,  Is  not 
thU  he  whom 
tlvy  fetk  to  kill  ? 

*6  Hot  fo,  he 
fpcikrth  \wliHy, 
and  they  fay  no¬ 
thing  unto  him  : 
Ha  the  rulers 
know  indeed  that 
this  is  the  very 

thrift  i 


a?  Howbeft  , 
we  hnov  this 
man  whence  he 
is :  but  when 
Ctirift  comei  h, no 
mju  knoweth 
wiicnce  lie  is* 


18  Then  cried 
JeJnsin  thettm- 
ok,  as  he  taught, 
£15  mg,  Y«  Loth 
know  me,  wd 
ye  know 'whence 
lam:  and  1  am 
not  come  of  my- 
lidf,  but  Ik  that 
km  me  is  true, 
whom  ye  know 
nut: 


1$  Put  I  know 
him :  for  t  urn 
from  btat>artd  be 
Mi  lent  uiCi 


on  account  of  tbeir  fpecions  pretences,  and  of  the  au¬ 
thority  which  they  have  gained  over  you  ;  and  do  not 
rafhly  ccnfure  what  1  have  done,  by  giving  an  invidious 
turn,  to  a  hare  outward  refeniblance  of  breaking  in  up* 
on  Cibbaticai  reft :  But  carefully  examine,  and  compare 
things  together,  that  ye  may  judge  according  to  truth 
and  eqniry  ;  and  if  ye  will  but  attend  to  the  real  merits 
of  the  caufe,  ye  never  can  condemn  me  as  a  fabbath* 
breaker,  in  any  conGftency  with  your  own  practice. 

25,  2 6  Then  fame  of  the  inhabitants  of  JerufaUmt 
who  were  not  entire  ftrangeu  to  the  malicious  conful- 
tations  of  the  feribet  and  Phar'ifea  again  ft  Chrift,  hear¬ 
ing  him  talk  with  fuch  undaunted  courage,  faid  one  tp 
'another.  Is  not  this  the  man,  whom  they  have  been  in¬ 
quiring  after,  that  they  might  puc  him  to  death?  Strange, 
that  they  do  not  immediately  feize  him  !  Bur,  inflcad 
of  that,  fee  bow  publicly  be  appears,  and  what  liberty 
he  takes  in  his'difeourfe  !  and  yet  nobody  molefts  him, 
or  offers  either  to  anfwer  him,  or  to  puc  the  lea  ft  check 
upon  him.  What,  arc  our  rulers  at  laft  convinced,  that 
he  is  indeed  the  true  Mefliab,  and  therefore  let  him  a- 
lone,  and  fo  tamely  fu  flier  him  to  run  them  down  ? 

27  However,  we  con  never  be  of  that  mind ;  for  we 
know  the  parentage  and  relations  0/  this  tpan,  the  place 
where  he  was  born,  and  wbat  his  education  has  been, 
which  are  all  mean  and  contemptible :  But  we  are  af- 
fured  from  feripture  concerning  the  Mefliah,  that  when 
he  appears,  it  will  he  as  one,  who,  like  Mekhizcdtk%  is 
without  defeent,  whole  goings  forth,  have  been  from 
everlafting,  and  whofe  generation  no  man  can  declare 

28  Then  oor  blefled  Lord,  knowing  what  they  per- 
verfely  ohje£led  againft  him,  railed  his  voice  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  ;  and  f peaking  with  great  earoeftnefs  and  zeal  for 
his  Father's  glory,  faid,  Te  indeed  know  my  earthly  pa¬ 
rentage,  and  that  I  am  fprujig  up  from  among  your- 
felves;  and  yet  my  office,  as  well  as  original,  is  much 
higher  chan  ye  apprehend  :  I  have  not  taken  this  ho- 
nour  to  royfeifi  hut  my  Father,  who  is  faithful  and  true 
to  all  his  promifes  of  and  to  the  Mefliah,  has  fent  me  ■, 
of  him  ye  are  grolsly  ignorant,  and  therefore  will  not 
receive  me. 

2y  But  X  am  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  and 
have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  his  mind  and  will ;  nor 
cau  it  be  other  wife ;  For  lam  from  him  by  a  peculiar 

and 


H  O 

*  All  this  was  true  with  refpsfttu  ChriiTs 
dmuc  natritCj  and  ofEce-*iu  thorny  \  but  not 
vhh  rrfpcit  to  his  ho  man  mtnrc,  the  ft Tip- 
ture  Laving  |kt^u!y  fgrtiold  bi$  tribe  and  Ur 


T  E» 

fflily,  and  the  pita  of  his  birth  :  zm\  tlxTr- 
fore  ihtfc  Jens  reafoned  felhciotriljf  upuo 
this  bead.  Sec  the  note  on  ix.  ip* 


Ch.  vii. 


¥he  £vaftgi!ijl  joriK  pardpbrafed. 


isi 


jo  TKtn  they- 
foujht  to  take 
him  r  but  do  mail 
Hd  hinds  on 
him,  beciufe  his 
hoar  wu  our  yet 
nme. 


3t  And  many 
of  the  people  be¬ 
lieved  on  him, 
and  laid,  When 
Chrift  cometh, 
wtll  he  do  more 
miracles  than 
theft  which  this 
nLtf  bath  done? 

3*  The  Phaji- 

fees  heard  that 

the  people  mur* 
mured  lucht  kings 
concerning  him  i 
and  the  Phorifecs 
and  the  chief 
priefh  ftflt  offi¬ 
cers  a>  take  him. 


and  eternal  generation,  and  am  come*  as  the  Mefliah^ 
immediately,  from  him,  who  has  feat  me  with  authority 
to  reveal  the  way  of  falvation. 

30  XJpdn  Cbrift'a  fo  plainly  aliening  his  divine  au¬ 
thority,  fome  of  thfc  company*  and  efpeciaiiy  the  rulers* 
were  inccnfed  to  fuch  a  degree  againft  him,  that  they 
were  exceeding  defirous  to  feize  and  make  away  with 
him  :  But  their  fpjrits  were  furpriGngly  orer-rulcd,  to 
prevent  their  meddling  with  him,  or  doing  him  any 
harm  for  rile  preterit*  becaufe  the  tinie  appointed  for  hia 
fuiFerings  and  death  was  not  yet  come. 

31  And  one  great  means  of  retraining  them  was* 
that  many  of  the  common  people  believed  oil  him,  and 
laid,  for  the  couGroriog  of  each  other's  faith,  and  con¬ 
demning  thole  that  oppofed  him,  Surely  this  muft-ueetU 
be  the  Meffiah  \  for  it  could  not  he  expected,  whenever 
he  fhould  come,  that  he  would  perform  more  wonderful 
works  than  this  perfon  has,  to  bear  witnefa  to  hkn. 

32  When  this  fort  of  difeourfe  among  the  people  ill 
hts  favour,  and  in  difpleafure  againft  his  enemies,  came 
to  the  ears  of  the  Pbarifetii  it  prodigioufly  nettled  them* 
they  fearing  left  his  credit  and  authority  ftiould  rife  in 
the  efleem  of  the  populace,  to  the  utter  finking  of  their 
own :  And  therefore  they  and  the  chief  priefts  confut¬ 
ing  together,  and  refolviog  to  take  as  fpeedy  a  courfe 
as  pollible  to  put  a  flop  to  him,  difpatched  fome  of  their 
public  officers,  with  a  Arid  charge  t6  take  the  fir  ft  op¬ 
portunity  they  could  get  with  fafety,  for  apprehending 
and  bringing  him  before  them,  when  afletobied  together 
in  council. 


Jt  Then  laid 
Jdiw  unco  them, 
Vet  a  little  while 
tm  I  with  you, 
anditarlgounia 
tiiai  that  lent  me. 


MYtfodlfek 
me,  and  Hull  not 
find  me  :  and 
where  I  am,  rii- 
thcr  ye  cmnui 
tome. 


33  Id  the  mean  time,  Jcfus,  knowing  what  orders 
had  been  given  to  the  officers,  fa  id  to  the  multitude, 
and  to  them  at  their  arrival,  I  mult  yet  far  a  little  while 
continue  preaching  and  working  miracles  among  yoii  i 
and  all  the  malicious  defigns  and  attempts  of  mine  e- 
nemies,  which  I  am  fully  apprized  of,  cannot  prevent 
iti  Butthe  time  that  my  Father  has  further  appointed 
for  me  on  earth  is  very  (hort,  and  as  foon  as  that  is  expi¬ 
red,  I  fhall  readily  return  to  him,  Who  Cent  me  hither. 

34  After  this,  ye  will  eameftly  wifh,  but,  alas!  too 
late,  that  the  Mefliah  would  appear  amoitg  you,  which 
is,  in  effett,  wifbing  for  me,  who  am  he ;  ye  will  feck 
my  favour  iu  .  vain,  when,, at  the  laft  extremity,  your 
calamities  in  this  world  and  the  next  arc  coming  upon 
you:  For  ye  Ihall  not  find  me  to  your  comfort ;  nor  can 
ye  ever  follow  me  to  that  bit  fled  place,  where'  I- 
am  *,  either  to  enjoy  pie,  or  to  perfecute  me  again. 

NOTE.  .  35  Ihe- 


*  Chrifl’i  To  frepwDtfy  Gyifoj,  vthilft  on  *»rth,  v.  hrrt  I  am,  »hco  he  fjrofce  of  his  tn-. 
Vox.  U.  t  2  »*g 


Cb.  vii# 


354 


The  EvangeFift  John  faraphra/ed 


3T  Thca  faid 
tb  t  Jews  among 
ttumfclvci,  WIji* 
ihcr  will  be  go* 
that  we  frail  not 
find  him?  will  he 
gp  unto  the  dif- 
peeled  among  the 
Gentiles  ,  and 
U^ch  the  Gcn- 
tLks  i 


3<T  What  wab- 
ncr  of  ftfing  is 
this  that  he  iiid, 
Ye  frail  feck  me* 
anti  (hall  not.  find 
a»f ;  and  where  1 
Jin*  ibtiftcr  ye 
oumot  come ! 

3T  In  the  lift 
day,  that  great 
day  of  the  feaft, 
Jefus  flood  and 
criet,  frying.  If 
any  man  fhirft, 
let  him  cd  roe  nn* 
lo  ate,  and  drink. 


35  The  carnal  Jnvt  not  underltarding  pur  Lord’s 
meaning,  who  herein  fpake  of  his  death,  refurre&ion, 
and  afetnfion  ;o  heaven,  feemed  to  be  in  great  furprize, 
faying  one  to  another.  Whither  does  this  man  pretend 
to  retire,  that  we  lhall  not  be  able  to  find  him,  or 

at  him  i  What,  will  he  flroll  among  the  Jews  that  are 
difperfed  through  heathen  countries,  to  fee  what  he  can 
do  with  them,  now  he  is difappoiuted  here  ?  or  will  he 
turn* preacher  to  the  poor  ferry  G entiles  themfeives,  that 
are  all  over  the  world,  upon  finding  himfirlf  rejc&cd  a- 
tnong  the  Jrurs  ? 

36  What  can  lie  mean  by  laying,  that  we  lhall  feels 
him,  and  want  to  find  him,  but  lhall  not  be  able;  and 
that  he  will  get  frinewberc  or  other  out  of  our  reach,  fo 
that  we  cannot  poflibly  follow  him  thither  ?  furely  we 
can  go  any  where,  as  well  as  he. 

37  The  officers  not  having  executed  their  commiffion 
from  the  chief  piiefts  and  Phari/ees,  (ver-  3a.)  our  Lord 
went  on  unmolelled  ;  and  on  the  eight  day,  which  was 
the  loft  day  of  the  feaft  of  tabernacles,  and  a  high  day  *, 
he  Hood  up  and  preached  to  many,  that  had  disregarded 
all  his  former  difeourfes,  and  might  never  bear  him  a- 
gain  :  And  in  allufion  to  their  cuftom  of  drawing  water, 
and  praying  for  rain  on  that  day,  he  faid  to  them  with 
great  fervour  of  fpirit,  and  elevation  of  voice,  If  there 
be  any  among  you  that  is  defiitute,  and  really  delirous 
of  true  happinefe,  like  oae,  who,  feeling  the  pain  of 
thirft,  longs  for  drink,  let  him  come  by  faith  unto  me 
as  the  only  Saviour,  that  be  may  be  refrelhed  and  fatif- 
fied. 


38  He  that  I>e- 
llevcth  on  me,  as 
the  {capture  hith 
fcid,  our  of  his 
belly  Jhatl  flow 
fivers  of  (iving 
vain*, 


38  Whoever,  under  a.fenfe  of  his  indigence,  and 
incapacity  to  get  relief  any  where  clfc,  fliall  believe  in 
me,  as  the  Chrifl  of  God,  for  all  falvation,  let  his  dt- 
ftjefs  and  unworrttinefs  be  ever  fe  great,  he  (hall  have 
fuch  an  abundant,  in  creeling,  and  continued  fupply  of 
bldfings  from  me,  as  lhall  be  like  a  fountain  of  water, 
ever  fpringmg  up  in  bis  heart,  aud  flowing  01/t  in  plen¬ 
tiful  ftreams  uf  righteoufnefs,  for  bis  own  comfort  and 
others  good,  according  to  what  the  fcripture  has  faid 
about  riven  in  the  defart%  and  dry  land  becoming  fpringt 
of  water }  and  about  God’s  people  being  like  a  /firing 
whofe  waters  fail  nst.  (Jfe.  xlu  18..  and  xliii.  19.  and 

IviU.  11.)  39  And 

notes. 


:pg*ur  haven,  inrinratet  ids  perpetual  pn:-  of  wHkU  they  nfed  for  drink- o (Ten ngp,  and 
there  u\  -his  divmc  nature,  though  Ms  the  reft  they  drank  thcmiUvcf  with  joyful 

fifftiO'i hither  was  y  fmur*  thing*  re-  acriaftathms  «  remembrance  of  God's  mi- 

fpeft  to  his  human  nature*  *  Yacuiotrfly  gmutf  wartrr  out  of  the  rotk  m 

*  On  this  day  ih^rc  waa  the.  greatt*ft  con*  jScir fathers,  when  they  dvdt  ire  booth*  in 
fooHcof  people,  wJ  limy  were  then  wont  t!t<  wHiWntdi;  and  on  this  day  thry  offer* 
to  fetch  warer.  from  tiff  ?uol  pfSu&tt*t  pm  ed  up  folcma  prayer*  far  Jea&nkblr  taiuv 


Ch.  viu 

3P  (But  this 
fpafcc  he  of  the 
Sfiirit}tf1iirb  they 
tiiitt  be  Hey e  on 
\.im  fbottld  rt* 
teive  i  for  the 

Holy  GboH  was 

not  yet  ^/wu,  be- 
CulJe  that  Jehis 
vt* s  nui  yet  slo* 

rifedj  * 


40  Many  of 
the  people,  there¬ 
fore,  trtien  they 
hurd  this  fapnff, 
£if!j  Of  a  truth 
this  is  the  pro¬ 
phet* 

41  Other*  &idt 

ThisU  tlieChrilh 
Bur  fame  find. 
Shill  Chrift  come 
out  of  Galilee } 


41  Hath  hot 
tlic  thripomfifid, 
Tiiat  Cbrift  enm¬ 
esh  of  the  feu)  <i£ 
David,  and  out 
of  the  town  of 
Bethlehem, where 
David  was* 

43  So  there 
u'n  a  dudCcm  3* 
mong  the  people 
bccaufe  of  him* 


*the  Evangelifl  John  parapkrafed,  35$ 

39  And  (•?<}  the  meaning  of  Cbrilt  in  all  this,  was, 
th'at  they  who  ihould  cordially  embrace  him  by  faith, 
in  his  whole  character,  for  ail  falvation,  tiiould,  after 
his  refurreiiion,  and  stfeenfion  to  heaven,  receive  a  rich 
communication  of  the  gifts,  graces,  and  confolation* 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  would  be  like  a  fountain  of  re- 
frcfhing,  cooling,  clean  ling,  and  fru&ifying  water  in 
them}  and  would  make  tbem  abundantly  ufeful  to  o- 
tbers:  For  a  plentiful  effufion  of  the  blefled  Spirit  was 
not  yet  granted  in  fo  remarkable  and  ex  ten  fire  a  man¬ 
ner  as  it  was  to  be  afterwards,  becaufc  he  was  to  come 
as  the  fruit  and  evidence  of  Cbrift’s  exaltation  to  his 
mediatorial  throne,  when  he  ihould  have  the  glory  of 
fending  bis  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  ihould  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  own  pecaliar  work  in  glorifying  Chrift,  by 
extraordinary  attehations  to  his  gofpel,  by  numerous 
Converfion*  of  J rtuj  and  Gentiles  to  him,  and  by  a  rich 
abundance  of  light,  grace,  and  joy  in  them  that  be¬ 
lieve. 

40  Upon  bearing  this  authoritative,  gracious,  and 
endearing  dlfcourfe,  many  of  the  common  people  were 
greatly  affe&ed  with  wonder  and  efteem :  Some  of  them 
laid,  This  is  unqudlionably  a  true  prophet  of  the  Lord, 
and  indeed  that  very  prophet,  whom  we  exptffc  to  be 
the  immediate  forerunner  of  the  Meffiah. 

41  Others  of  them  went  further,  and  faid,  This  is 
the  very  Chrift  himfelf ;  what  be  fays  and  does,  in  fo 
.majeftic,  compailionate,  and  divine  a  manner,  could 
never  proceed  .from  any  other  than  him.  Bji:  in  oppo- 
fitioti  to  thefe  there  were  others,  who  taking  it  for 

irranted,  that  our  Lord  was  born  at  Nazareth  in  Gali- 
«,  hecabfe  he  was  brought  up  there,  were  prejudifed 
againft  him,  and  faid.  No,  no,  he  Cannot  he  the  pro- 
mifed -Meffiah}  for  who  ever  heard  that  he,  like  this 
man,  Ihould  have  bis  birth  in  any  part  of  Galilee t  (See 
the  note  on  ver.  5  a.) 

42  Are  we  not  allured  from  exprefs  tefti  monies  of 
feripture,  {Ifaiah  xi.  1.  and  Micah  v.  a.)  that  the 
Meffiah  is  to  fpring  from  David)  the  fon  of  JeJJe,  and 
to  be  born  at  the  very  town  of  Bethlehem ,  wnere  Da- 
virffl  own  parents  dwelt?  (1  Sam.  xvi.  1.) 

43  In  this  manner,  as  our  Lord  himielf  predi&ed, 
{Luke  sit.  51.)  there  were  various  opinions,  and  warm 
debates  about  him,  fome  being  for,  and  others  againft 
him:  Some  efteeming  him  as  a  prophet,  others  as  the 
true  Meffiah,  whilft  others  ftiick  to  their  old  prejudices, 
and  being  milled  by  a  vulgar  error,  as  if  Jefus  bad 
really  bewr  boro  at  Nazareth)  Kjeftcd  mid  oppofed 
him.  2  2  44  And 


£5$  Tbe  Evangeliji  JorfN  pdfaphrafed,  Ch.  rir. 

■  44  Ad4  Tome  44  And  among  thefe  there  were  fome  who  would 
fevetaken willingly  hare  taken  him  into  cuftody,  and  carried  him 
b«ttiw  md  JTid  before  the  council  but  none  of  them,  no,  not  the  offi- 
baixU  on  bim.  cers  themfelves,  who  we/e  lent  to  fetze  him,-(c//\  3 1.) 

were  filtered  to  offer  any  violence  to  him,  he  laying  a 
reftiaiot  upon  their  fpWlts.  . 

«t  Then  came  45  At  length  the  officers  returned  to  the  chief  priefts 
ihr offiern  » the  Pkarifces ,  and  not  bringing  him  along  with  them, 
PtorifecT;  *  «ni  they  feverety  reprimanded  them,  faying.  What  is  the 
they  r*id-  aniw  reafod  that  ye  have  difobeyed  our  exprds  orders,  io  not 
them.  Why  have  bringing  Jefus  as  a  prifoner  before  us,  who  have  fat  in 
bim  ?  council  waiting  for  him  i 

4 «  The  officers  46  The  officers  anfwered,  We  went  with  as  much 

soTwered^Never  arK}  refolHticn) to  feize  him,  as  ye  yourfelves could 

As  men!'  wiffi  for ;  bnt  as  loon  as  we  came  to  hear  him  preach 

to  the  people,  our  hearts  failed  us  at  once;  and  the 
longer  wc  heard  him,  the  more  we  were  Jlruck  with 
wonder  and  awe,  and  the  more  afraid  were  wc  of  offer¬ 
ing  any  violence  to  him ;  For  never  did  we  hear  any 
man.  talk  like  him j  it  waff  with  fuchfurprizing  evidence 
and  power,'  majelty  and  fweetnefs,  as  were  enough  to 
make  every  one  in  love  with  him  :  Surely  none  of  the 
ancient  prophets,  no,  not  Mofet  bimfelf,  ever  fpoke  in 
fuch  a  convincing  and  engaging  manner  as  he  did;  and 
the  people  were  generally  of  the  fame  mind  concern* 
ing  h  with  oilrfclves. 

«r  Then  an*  47  Then  the  Plmriftety  foil  of  indignation  and  wrath, 
fared  them  the  replied.  What,  are  ye  fo  weak  and  foolilh,  as  to  fall  in 
afodcadVcd?  ^  with  the  filly  thoughts  of  a  giddy  mob  about  him  ? 

Could  ye  fuffer  yourfelves  after  all  that  ye  beard  us  fay, 
and  even  while  ye  went  with  authority  from  us  to  take 
him,  to  be  impofed  upon  by  fuch  a  notorious  cheat  as 
this  ?  We  thought  that  ye  might  be  depended  upon  as 
men  of  more  fenfe  and  fyirir,  than  to  be  thas  deluded 
by  him. 

4S  Hrw:  any  48  Fray  think  a  little.  Do  not  ye  know,  that  not  one 

‘!“  ’“l*T?i  or  of  your  fuperiors  for  wifdom,  learning,  and  reputation, 
fclicveiafl  burn  autbonty  and  piety,  wbofe  judgment  ye  ought  to  be 
determined  by,  hath  ever  given  the  lead  credit  to  him? 
Have  any  of  the  members  of  tbe  fankedrim,  who  are 
the  only  judges  of  a  true  and  faHe  prophet,  or  any  of 
the  Pharifeeiy  who  arc  men  of  tbe  greateft  eminence 
for  fan&fcy-and  knowledge  in  the  law,  ever  believed  in 
him,  or  fliewri  bim  tbe  leaft  countenance  ?  And  are  yC 
viler  and  better  than  thefe  ? 

m  :  fiat  ibis  49  But  this  poor,  mean,  vulgar, Yenfelefs  rabble  that 
pi^ewboknow*  yc  talk  of,  who  are  ftupidiy  ignorant  of  the  fcriptures, 
m<vt£d:  *'  *  sod  abandoned  of  God,  and  who  lye  under  bis  wrath 

and 
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T9  Nteodemus 
frith  unto  them, 
(he  that  came  to 
Jefw  by  night, 
being  one  of 
them*) 

5 i  Doth  our 
low  Judge  any 
man  before  it 
heir  him,  and 
know  whit  he 
-doth  ? 


Si  They  an* 
freted  aud  laid 
Ain  to  him,  Ait 
Hi  on  allb  of  Ga¬ 
lilee?  Search,  and 
bolts  for  out  of 
Galilee  arifoh  no 
prophet* 


S3  And  every 
man  went  unto 
hii  own  lioufe. 


and  curie,  are  the  only  people  that  ever  thought  welt  of 
him,  or  ever  Owned  him  \  they  are  an  execrable  mob, 
eafily  made  fools  of  »  and  will  ye  be  as  great  fools  as 
they  ?  In  this  manner  the  council  endeavoured  to  en- 
flare  the  confciences  of  the  officers,  to  take  -off  the 
good  itnpreffions  that  had  been  matte  upen  tbe-iri,  and 
to  prejudice  them  againft  Cbrift  and  his  gofpel. 

50,  51  Hereupon  that,  Nicodemust  who  had  gone  in  • 
private  manner  to  Jefus  by  night,  {chap.  iii.  2.}  being 
ptefent  as  a  member  of  the  council,  and  being  very  un- 
eafy  at  this  diihonourable,  unjuft,  and  .furious  method 
of  procedure, took  a  'ittls  more  courage  than  formerly, 
and  rapuR ulatcd  with  them,'  faying,  Brethren,  what 
are  we  -doing  ?  Is  it  not  an  unreasonable  and  illegal 
way -of  airing,  contrary  to  the  tsgbteoufnefs  of  our  law, 
and  to  all  rules  of  equity,  for  us  to  pais  judgment  upon 
any  man  whatsoever,  and  efpedally  upon  one  who 
makes  fuch  plaufible  pre  ten  (ions  to  a  divine  commiflion 
as  Jefus  does,  before  we  have  heard  what  he  has  to  fay 
for  himfelf,  his  doftrinc,  and  behaviour  ?  Surely  wc 
ought  to  be  very  cautious  bow  we  cenfurc,  or  proceed 
againft  him,  till  he  has  bad  an  opportunity  cf  fpeaking 
in  his  own -defence, 

52  The  council  not  being  able  to  confute  Tficodemitfi 
reafoning,  refolded  to  run  him  down  with  heat  and 
paflios,  and  falfe  fuggeftions,  inftead  of  arg-uments,  fay¬ 
ing,  in -reply,  What  l  A  re  you,  like  the  ignorant  mul¬ 
titude,  one  of  the  Galilean  party,  and  an  advocate  for 
a  man  who  fets  up  for  a  prophet  and  yet  was  bom  in 
Galilee  t  Fray  fearch  the  feriptures,  and  fee  what  they 
fay}  and  then  you  can  'never  believe  that  he  ha6  the 
commiflion  from  God  which  he  pretends  to :  For,  ac* 
cording  to  them,  ao  prophet  ever  was,  much  Ids  can  the 
Mefliah  be  a  native  of  that  country  *. 

53  Upon  this,  the  council  finding  themfdves  embar- 
rafled,  and  hoping  for  a  fairer  opportunity,  whenMro- 
demus  might  be  abfent,  adjourned  to  another  time,  and 
every  man  returned  home. 

RECOL- 

T  K. 

prsphet  ante  in  .that  country;  for  7«m8f 
wu  of  Gath'Rcpbtr  in  the  tribe  cf  "/Jb* bru 
(1  JtiYfj  kit.  it*  and  Jafi,  xix.  1 3,  td,  And 
Afrtan  v>i  an  EfaJ&iUi  ( Nab*  u  1 A  of  the 
town  called  which  *  Jmm  on  tno  place 
&ysf  was  In  Galilee,  there  being  a  village  of 
that  name  there  10  this  day*  And  Rtlntf 
maintain!.  In  liis  facred  geography,  that 
Tti/Sr,  the  town  of  EJj/sri  wap 

in  Ga&ftr* 


N  O 

•  Hew  they  took  the  vulgar  error  for 
^rantedy  about  Chrift's  bdng  born  in  Naza¬ 
reth  of  Ca/rfoy  and  would  not  give  them* 
Aire*  the  trouble  of  an  impartial  inquiry,  to 
fct  therofcUes  to  rigjhts  about  it,  though  they 
might  have  been  taitty  Jatistiedt  that  he  was 
bom  at  Btibkbm,  from  the  public  regiftw 
there,  and  from  the  genealogies  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Duvid,  as  well  as  from  bimielf  and 
iiii  difdples  And  it  was  not  uoe  that  no 
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Doth  the  world  hatf  any  of  us;  or  are  our  ncgreft  kindred  our  enemies,  for 
onpofiity;  their  corruption*,  and  adhering  to  the  truths  of  the  goipcl;  and  are 
we  expofed  to  difgracu  and  danger  for  it  ?  Our  blcflcd  Lord  went  through  the 
lhme  before  us*  for  our  encouragement  and  example,  Hut  as  none  could  rie- 
Aroy  him,  ull  his  time  wosccmc  ;  fo  \vc  are  immortal  torn,  till  God  has  <u»nc 
his  work  by  us;  and  yet  as  hr  avoided  need) et fly  expofihff  bimfelf  to  mifchR'fr, 
and  fought  proper  opportunities  of  carrying  oo  his  gu-at  ucfigfl  In  the  world  ;  fo 
Ihould  we,  till  God  ilirws  us  that  our  time  is  come,  wherein  \re  onphji  to  re* 
ftgn  our  lives  to  him.  How  certamfy  divine  are  all  the  do  brines  of  Chrift  -in 
their  original !  It  is  only  for  war*t  of  knowing  him  And  them,  and  imparti¬ 
ally  judging  concerning  them*  that  any  make  exceptions  ag.dnft  them;  lint 
be  will  mafntniti  the  credit  of  his  own  character,  truths,  and  wnyft,  to  his 
own  and  bis  father's  glory,  and  fothe  confuEIon  of  Eds  enemies;  fo  that,  even 
they  tbemfelyes  bdng  judge?,  never  man  fpake  like  this  man.  What  if,  gene* 
rally  fpeaknur,  -men  of  high  rank  and  figure  do  not  believe  in  him  ?  *rhat  ts  no 
object  on  afcaitift  hiin,  wbofe  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world  ;  and  the  people 
that  know  and  receive  him,  how  vulgar  foever  they  may  be,  arc  fofar  from 
being  ctufed,  that  they,  of  all  others,  are  truly  bltfTed  :  And  how  polity  am 
Jelus  over-awe  the  flout  eft  hearts*  even  of  rough  and  buitteruus  officer*,  to 
txike  off  their  ed;re  rgsinft  him,  and  gain  a  teftimonr  from  them  to  Idmfvlf! 
Hour  can  he  fpirit  perfons  of  the  molt  timorous  tempers,  even  a  JVicoJewujt 
to  fpeak  bnvily  for  hiro,  and  to  plead  with  foeh  force  of  argument,  as  to 
ltop  the  month  f*  of  gal u  layers  !  And  hour  eatily  can  lie  djAppoint  the  dcvU 
ces  the  crafty,  1  hnt  their  hands  fnali  not  perform  their  enterprise!  It  k 
a  dreadful  cafe  to  feet  occjifions  again!!  the  Lord,  or  even  fo  he  witling  to 
get  rid  of  his  prefence,  and  to  he  left  to  go  alone  lo  facrcd  'ordinances  with¬ 
out  Min,  O  how  glad  would  they  one  day  be  to  find  Chrift,  and  to  be 
made  partakers  of  Lis  falvatioo,  who  now  defpife  and  rejetft  him  !  They  fhall 
die,  as  he  did ;  bijt  ah !  he  is  gone,  where  no  unbelievers  can  ever  fallow 
him,  and  be  w  ith  him,  to  behold  his  glory.  Rut  how  amazing  is  his  grace  to 
them  now,  that  have  often  flighted  and  fet  tliemfdves  againft  him  i  lie  ilill  lifts 
up  his  voice  to  a  (fobbed lent  ami  gaiufayiqg  people,  and  invites  their  coming  to 
him  for  the  richeft  fopp'jet  of  all  that  they  fland  in  lined  of:  and  whoever  is  at 
laA  made  fcnfible  of  his  qwu  wants  and  mifcnei,  and  comes  by  faith  to  the  great 
and  only.  Saviour  for  relief,  ilialJ  find  a  hearty  welcome.  And  O  h«\v  precious 
and  abiding,  how  abounding  and  cvrr-firtirfying  are  the  b)rhing$  of  his  Spirit 
aud  grace,  which  may  be  looked  for  from  an  exalted  Redeemer  I  They  (hall  ne  ¬ 
ver  be  taken  away  or  foil*  but  Hull  continue  and  incirafe  till  they  be  perfect  in 
eternal  life  and  glory. . 


CHAP.  VIU. 

(Zbrifl*s  treatment  of  the  v>oman  taken  in  adultery ,  i> — 12,  His  preach¬ 
ing  bimfelf  as  the  light  of  the  *wortdt  and  vindicating  bis  dotfrine, 
Vi> — "3°*  H **  averting  the  freedom  of  his  difitples^  and  anfwering 
thecav+Is  cf  the  Jews  againjl  tt%  and  their  glorying  in  Abrabam  as 
their  father  $  and  his  efcaptjtg  out  of  their  bands  y 

Tsxt,  PARArHSASE, 

PtrrS  0VJ'  L°rd%  ?*  was  cuftamarjr  with  him,  retired 
-  froiP  jeryfaltm  irt  the  evenmg  to  the  mount  of  0- 
lives t  that  he  might  refrefh  himJelf,  and  fpend  Ionic 
time  in  private  devotion,  and  might  avoid  popular  tu- 
mults  and  furppzes  in  the  night, 

2  And; 


Ch.  till.  The  Evangelift  John  paraphra/ed. 


359 


i  And  early  in 
the  marring  be 
came  again  tain 
rbe  temple,  and 
all  the  people* 
cunc  unto  lrimV 
«nd  he  fat 
and  taught  them. 

3  And  tbe 
ferifcts  and  Tha- 
rifeej  brought 
unto  hiro  a  wo¬ 
man  taken  m  a- 

Jntoery  i  and, 
when  they  bad 
{ft  her  in  the 
mitbj 

4  They  hy 
unto  him, Mailer, 
this  woman  was 
taken  lit  adulie- 
rjt  in  the  Ycry 
a£t 

5  Now  Mofei 
la  the  law  C')m- 
inamled  us,  that 
fticb  Ihould  be 

biMic  l ;  l>ut  what 
fayed  tltoti? 

d  This  they 
fcid ,  tempting 
him,  that  they 
might  have  to 
atcufe  him*  But 
Jdus  Jlooped 
down,  tad  with 
til  finger  wrote 
on  the  ground, 
as  though  be 
heard  them  not. 


2  And,  taking  the  day  before  him,  he  returned  evr- 
Jy  to  tbe  temple,  where  gicar  multitudes  of  people  flock¬ 
ing  to  him,  as  itfua},  he  Lit  down  like  one  having  autho¬ 
rity,  and  preached  to  them. 

3»  4  Whilft  he  was  thus  engaged  in  his  work,  feme 
of  the  feribes  and  Phtwijecs  interrupted  him  by  bring¬ 
ing  a  woman  before  him,  that  he  might  fit  in  jtidg. 
men t  upon  her,  who  had  been  guilty  of  adultery  1 :  And 
when  they  had  placed  her,  as  a  criminal,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  all  the  people,  they  addrefled  him  with  a  feign¬ 
ed  air  of  refpeft,  faying,  Matter,  this  woman,  whom 
we  have  brought  before  you,  is  charged  with  adultery, 
by  witnelTcs  that  furprized  her  in  the  very  aft, 

5  Now  this  being  fo  vile  an  abominarion,  Mofet  in 
the  law  txprefsiy  commanded,  that,  if  perfons,  at  the 
time  of  their  committing  ir,  were  actually  married,  they 
fhnuld  die  for  ir,  and  that  if  they  were  only  efpoufed  to 
an  hufbaml,  they  ihotild  be  finned  to  death,  (Dnti. 
xxii.  2Z,  23,  24.)  But  as  yon  claim  authority  from 
God  to  make  alterations  in  our  law,  or  at  It  aft  to  inter¬ 
pret  iFin  a  difTcrerent  manner  from  us,  we  defire  to 
have  your  judgment  upon  this  cafe, 

6  They  applied  in  this  manner  to  him  for  no  other 

reafon,.  than  to  feek  an  advantage  againtt  him,  as  an 
enemy  to  the  authority,  either  of  CaJ>ir%  or  of  their 
own  law  f.  But  Jefus,  knowing  their  artful  and  mali¬ 
cious  defign,  (looped,  and  looking  downward  $  wrote 
with  his  finger  on  the  floor,  as  if  his  thoughts  were  fo 
deeply  engaged  another  way,  as  not  to  hear  what  they 
laid  to  him.  7  Tbe 


N  o  1 

*  ftriups  ir  was  TO7  UteJy  that  flic  had 
Keen  guilty  of  tbit  crime  m  one  of  theif 
booths,  during  the  fafl  of  t  tritriiadw,  at 
which  dmc  the  beans  of  fame  might  be 
made  too  merry  by  plentiful  earing  and 
drinking, 

-f  If  he  ftould  declare  for  the  law  of  Mo- 
encourage  tbe  people  to  ftnue  this 
woman  ;  they  aright  hope  it  would*  giro 
them  a  pUuftble  handle  to  reproach  him  for 
qrudiy*  and  therein  a£Hug  contrary  to  his 
pretences  of  being  the  Mefltah,  who  was  to 
be  meek  and  lowly,  and  bring  fetation; 
'Htd  for  partiality  in  ordering  fo  ftvere  a  pii* 
fritnnwit  to  an  adnkertfe*  though  he  had 
freely  admitted  peribns  of  that  character  to 
convcrfe  with  him  ;  pr  they  might  think  it 
would  give  them  a  Fur  opportunity  of  se¬ 
en  fiog  him  to  the  Raman  government,  u  an 
ahttror  of  tumults  and  of  jadkaal  power, 
independent  of  its  authority  *  And  if,  on  the 
contrary,  he  Ihould  declare  agaiuft  tbe  pco- 
pk>  (taring  Lftj  according  to  the  rigour  of 


E  9. 

Mate’s  iaw,  they,  might  lwpe  to  inernfe  the 
people  agaiaft  him*  as  an  enemy  tfl  their  law, 
and  as  a  favourer  of  linf  and  of  the  void  of 
firmer*  t  And  ir  he  fhouldturn  them  qvit  to 
the  judgment  of  the  fimau  government; 
they  might  think  to  cipoic  him  to  the  rage 
of  the  people,  u  an  enemy  to  their  liberty, 

§  Many  have  been  the  uncertain  conjec¬ 
tures  of  Innftd  men  about  what  Ciirift 
wrote  ;  and  if  he  rally  wrote  any  Jcmtocc 
on  the  dull  of  the  floor*  it  was  moll  pro¬ 
bably  tlui  which  he  afterwards  prenouueeri. 
He  that  it  TPitfoot  Jin  amotig  y$t*¥  tet  him  firjt 
cajt  a  Jjfone  at  fiat  perhaps  he  only 

made  a  Ihow  of  writing  on  the  ground,  as 
wuufii'ii  with  tome  wife  men  to  do,  in  tbofe 
days,  when  a  ^uefeioo  was  propofed  which, 
they  thought  no t  proper  to  anfwer*  Or,  as 
others  have  fuppofedj  Ctmft  by  that  a&ioti 
difipial  to  intimate  to  the  querfftv,  that  they 
fun  ft  attend  to  what  is  written,  Vti.  Lump, 
w  fee,  cicrcitat*  13°*  ad  fditt*  ttiU 

N. 
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t  So,  when  7  The  feribei  and  Pharifeet  fuppofmg  (bat  they  had 
•ihtr  continued  now  brought  him  ipco  a  labyrinth,  oat  of  which  he  coold 
hirnftlr!  nor  tcil  how  to  extr‘C3te  hirafelf,  repeated  their  quefti- 
*n4  Tint*  oo  with  vehemence*  and  prefied  him  clofcly  for  an  an¬ 
them,  He  that  is  fwerj  tjjj  3t  length  he  raifed  hjmfelf  upland  replied,-! 
^„gUt  ynJ*  i*t  am  far  from  refle&ing  on  the  la  tv,  and  from  vindica- 
Hm  firO  n(i  *  ting,  pr  kflemng  the  abominable  crime  of  this  woman : 
Oo(ie  at  her.  IJyt  as,  by  another  inftitution  under  MofeSi  the  witnefr 
fes  bands  fhouid  be  fir  if  upon  the  criminals,  that  are 
to  be  put  to  death,  {Dent.  xvii.  y.);  and  as  it  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  out  of  character,  for  any  to  be  zealous  in  puniflir 
ing  the  fins  of  others,  while  they  themfelves  are  guilty 
qf  as  had,  or  worfe  \  ye '  would  do  well  to  confider, 
which  of  you  fhall  begin  the  execution  of  the  law  upon 
her :  If  any  one  of  you  that  are  come  hither  to  accufe, 
and  witnefs  againft  her,  can  in  his  own  confcience  clear 
himfelf  of  guilt  before  God,  let  him  be  the  man  who 
{hall  caft  the  fit  ft  Hone  at  her 

a  And  a^iti  8  Our  Lord  having  in  this  manner  wifely  efciped 
beitooped  dowa,  the  fnare  which  they  had  bid  for  him,  and,  at  the 
^undT' 00  tlW  famc  reproved  them  for  their  hypocritical  preten- 
‘  ■  pes  to  an  extraordinary  zeal  againft  fin,  while  fo  much 

guilt  lay  upon  than fel yes,  and  they  were  purfuing 
meafures  to  murder  him,  he  left  them  to  paufe  and 
think  on  what  he  had  faidj  and,  without  watting  for 
an  anfwer,  Hooped  down  again,  and  wrote  with  his 
finger  on  the  ground,  as  before,  that  he  might  feem  to 
take  no  further  notiee  of  the  matter,  and  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  breaking  away,  and  fancying  that  he 
would  not  obferve  it. 

p  And  rh«y  9  And  as  all  their  conferences  were  (buck  with  tor- 
which  ii«rd  «?,  ror,  by  a  fecret  power  that  fet  thefe  words  home  upon 
fcy"gthctr°,oyn  them,  and  they  thereupon  could  not  but  accufe  them* 
«9r.fdence,  went  felves  of  one  heinous'  crime  or  other,  if  not  of  the 
enrone  Sy  ore,  very  fame  that  this  woman  had  been  guilty  of,  they 
ftE'ih’rvm  (into  wcre  a^amed  t0  plead  innocence,  or  to  proceed  in  a 
the  lafl ;  rod  je-  demand  of  juftice  againft  her,  and  were  afraid  left,  if 
fo*  wa*  left  a-  Jpfus  fpoke  again,  he  would  fay  feme  feverer  rhing  to 
woman  fonding  them  :  And  therefore  inflead  of  applying  to  him,  as 
jn  tbc  midfti  *  they  ought,  for  clegnfing  from  their  own  fins,  they  Clear¬ 
ly  flipped  away  from  him,  one  after  another}  the  eld- 
eft,,  who  might  be  confcious  of  molt  guilt,  going  out 
fir  it,  apd  the  younger  following  them,  rill  they  were 


MOTE* 

*  He  thi;,  not  to  difcoun«n*ti£«  a  le-  nali,  a*  far  a*  the  frv  rod  jafiiee  adroit  of  Ut 
proctft,  or  bearing  witnel*  aguufi,  and  and  to  put  the  corrcCtoro  nf  other?  vires  up? 
executing  juftice  upon  offender*,  by  foch  as  on  impartially  cenfuriii£t  and  correcting 
arc  conJeuras  of  guilt  in  thctyWvxi;  but  to  dw  ovn* 
pfipyc  poropafTkm  to  tbc  pcrfciu  qj  tticaj- 
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all  gone,  and  there  wap  no  body  left  with  him  *,  but 
the  woman  and  the  {People,  who,  with  bis  difeipies, 
were  there  before  attending  on  his  roiniftry. 

■o  whrn  Je-  10  The  woman  (till  (landing  before  Chrift  to  hear 
had.  lift  up  what  fentence  be  would  pals  upon  her,  he  raifed  him* 

nincel,’bu(d  rtic  UP  aSa*n»  an^  feeing  none  of  her  accufcr*  there, 
be  fnid  to  her.  Woman,  what  is  become  of  all  the  men 
unto  itr-,  Wfi-  -who  brought  you  hither  to  me  ?  Have  none  of  them 
ifcti  th;tw  *c-  Pronounce^»  that  you  ought  to  be  Honed  to  deatji  for 
cu^n;  bdth  no  you r  (in  ? 

mm  ron<kra'»cd  1 1  She,  treating  him  with  refpeft,  anfwered,  No, 
th“  *  she  Lord,  not  orte  of  them  has  taken  upon  him  to  declare 
N<.  man,  LuriL  any  fuch  thing  ;  Then  Jefus,  who  came  not  to  con- 
And  jrfits  ftia  demn  the  world,  nor  to  exerdfe  a  judicial  power  in 
"i  ^ccidei^n  Puni thing  criminals,  but  to  fave  them  that  believe  in' 
tfi« :  &>,  and  fin  him,  replied.  Nor  do  I  take  that  office  upon  myfelf; 
no  outre,  go  about  your  hulinels,  and  let  your  prefent  efcape  from 

deferred  punilhment  put  you  upon  taking  heed  that  you 
do  not  return  to  the  like,  or  any  other  iniquity  again, 
left  in  the  great  day  of  account  you  come  under  a  more 
dreadful  fentence  and  execution  than  that  of  Honing 


j*  Then  fylke 

JeJui  ag.nn  unto 
them,  laying}  T 
am  ilte  fight  of 
flic  world :  ho 
that  foiloivdlli  me 
(hail  not  walk  in 
daritneft  ;  bat 
(ball  hut  the 
light  of  life. 


13  The  Pha- 
HfrtJ  therefore 
fald  unto  him , 
Than  beareft 

cord 


to  death  f. 

12  Our  blefled  Lord  having  in  this  manner  quirted 

himfelf  of  the  woman  and  her  accufcrs,  re-ailbmexl 
his  difeourfe  to  the  people,  in  which  he  fpoke  of  one 
great  defign  of  his  coming  into,  the  world,  faying,  I 
am  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  as  well  as  the  glory  of  who,  having  all 

the  treafures  of-wifdom  and  knowledge  in  myfelf,  am 
come  to  direct  tinners  into  the  way  of  life  and  Taxa¬ 
tion,  by  my  word  and  Spirit :  And  whoever  believes  in 
pie,  arid  follows  my  guidance,  (hall  not  go  on  in  ig¬ 
norance  and  error,  to  millead  him  from  the  way  of  duty 
and  happinefc,  or  in  the  darknefs  of  (in  and  fpiritual 
death  j  but  (hall  have  the  Caving  light  of  a  renewc4 
life  here,  apd  of  eternal  life  hereafter. 

13  Some  of  the  Pharifees,  that  were  mingled  with 
the  people,  and  were  enraged  to  fee  how  their  brethren 
had  been  baffled  by  him',  anfwered,  You  indeed, 
prompted  by  ambition,  fpeak  great  things  concerning 
yourfelf }  but  yottr  own  bare  affirmation  Cgnifies  no¬ 
thing  : 


NOTES. 

•■CHrift'j being leftdonc  Cgnifies  hi*  be-  mediately  afterwards  went  on  prwchingto 
ing  iid  of  all  the  company  of  the  Jcrtbti  and  them,  (vff*  u*) 

fSarifrti  that  had  brought  the  woman  he-  fit  doc*  not  appear  to  me  that  this  woman 
lore  himt  fo  that  none  of  them  remained  in  was  a  penitent,  or  tha^  Chrift  forgave  her 
the  temple  to  give  him  any  further  double;  fin;  but  only  that  be  difiniftcd  her,  as  not 
For  the  woman  was  Handing  in  the  midft  of  thinking  it  proper  to  take  upon  hiAifrlf  the 
the  people,  in  whole  pit&nce  the  had  beat  office  of  ilte  civil  magiflme  id  condemning 
placed  before  Ghrift,  (wr,  3.)  and  be  im*  her. 
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cord  of  thyfdf  * 
thy  record  b  not 

tHKi 

14  Jdus  on* 
furird  and  kid 
v  nro  them,  Tno' 
1  beir  record  of 
mjlctf,  t <rt  J^y 
record  is  true  ; 
for  I  know 
whence  I  came, 
and  whither  I 
go!  bvit  ye  can¬ 
not  trlj  whence  I 
come,  and  whi¬ 
ther  1  go. 


1 ;  Ye  jiidgs 
after  the  H*lh  ;  l 
judge  co  mau. 


1 6  And  yet,  if 
ljudgfj  my  judg¬ 
ment  i$  tiiie* 
for 


thing:  No  bodyis  obliged  to  believe  it,  nor  would  It 
be  admitted,  as  valid,  in  any  court  of  judicature  what* 
foever. 

14  Jefus  replied,  Though  this  be  true  in  ordinary 

cafes,  and  according  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  proceedings 
in  law  ;  yet  it  is  otherwise  in  the  cafe  of  divine  tntf- 
fengers,  as  ye  yourfelves  owned  when  ve  fent  to  John 
the  Baptifti  faying,  Who  art  thou  ?  Whdt  faycjl  thou  cf 
ihyftlf'i  {chap,  u  22  )  And  as  life  is  felf-cvident,  to 
myteftimony,  about  my  being  the  light  of  the  world, 
is  fuffiejent  to  gain  credit  with  every  one  that  duly 
confiders  and  underftandfi  the  nature  and  tendency  or 
my  doftrine,  and  the  circumftanccs  in  which  f  appear 
10  confirm  it :  It  is  true  in  itfelf,  and  worthy  to  be 
believed,  and  I  have  antbority  to  aflm  it  $  for  I  am  in¬ 
fallibly  fme,  and  have  demon firated  to  you,  that  1 
came  from,  and  am  going  to  the  Father :  Bur  ye  wil- 
fully  difregard  the  evidences  I  have  given  of  it,  and  fo 
do  not  underllrtnd  that  my  original  and  com  mi  Sion  are 
from  heaven,  or  that  I  am  to  return  thither;  and  there¬ 
fore  ye  receive  not  my  tenimony.  * 

15  Ye  judge  and  condemn  me  only  from  carnal  con¬ 
siderations,  according  to  your  fecular  views,  and  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  meannds  of  my  external  appearance  in  the 
fieOv^s  that  is  unlikely  to  anfwer  your  ends:  But  as 
I  do  {pot  fb  much  as  meddle  with  civil  judgment,  rela¬ 
ting  to;-any  perfon  whatfoem,  as  ye  have  but  now  fecn 
in  tbetafe  of  the  woman  taken  in  adultery  5  fo  I  nei¬ 
ther  pafs  fcntcnce  of  condemnation,  nor  execute  ven¬ 
geance  upon  any  one  now,  as  I  (halt  hereafter:  No,  my 
prefent  work  is  all  of  the  merciful  drain,  as  1  am  come 
to  call  tinners  to  rcpcntauce,  and  to  leek  and  fave  that 
which  is  loft. 

16  And  yet,  were  I  to  undertake  the  office  of  a 
judge  at  prefent  in  condemning  criminals,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  a  judicial  manner  again  ft  you  for  nor  believ¬ 
ing  in  me,  my  (entence  would  be  juft  and  valid  :  For 
my  Father  and  I  have  iueh  a  mutual  in* being*,  as  ro 


H  O  T  E. 

*  His  Father  is  in  him*  and  he  is  in  the  felf  $  yet  Chrift  did  not  lew  the  Father,  or 
Father*  {chap  jl1v<  10,  i<0  ;  and  fo  the  Fa-  the  Father  Ime  him,  airy  more  than  God 
tlicr  is  on  more  alone  without  the  Son,  than  leaves  heaven,  when  be  is  kid  to  come  doun 
the  Son  t*  without  the  Father,  (Pwtk  viih  to  this  earth :  And  that  our  I-ord  here 
aa,  a|,  p*  and*  JvAati  i*  x*'  Hi s  Father  fpeafcsof  himfelf*  as  not  being  alone  with 
And  he  srere  not  cue  and  another  God,  but  regard  to  his  divine  nature*  lams  evident, 
one  in  Godltcad,  though  diftinft  persons*  hecault  in  the  next  fortgoing  verfe  but  one, 
:«nd  therefore  inirparablc  from  each  other;  hehidfpftkeof  himfdf  in  that  hi&hconfi- 
A'nd  though  the  Son  came  from  the  Father  deration  of  him*  faying*  J  Anew  Tvbstire  T 
jn  a  ecilain  ditpenfarion,  for  the  afliunpLUKi  atmt^  raw!  till  whrvct  Icaate;  where- 
cif  JiuiTwo  nature,  and'  afttog  id  office  upon  as*  with  rdpcO  to  his  human  nature,  he 
carib,  as  Odd  U  fom  canoes  faid  to  come  from  had  before  allowed  that  they  knew  tvbcnec 
heart  d*  for  particular  munifeftatiens  of  hint*  hewas,  vii* 
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for  I  >m  not  2* 

Iii-iCj  hiit  L  and 

tivc  Fairer  tbit 
iM  me* 


17  It  fe  ttfo 
»ik(cn  in  ycn*r 
]ju,that  (lie  Emi¬ 
tter,  uny  of  tWJ 
iuun  U  true. 

ifl  [  am  one 
tli<a  bear  wiineii 
ot  inyieif,  .iwl 
ihtf  Lthcr  that 
£*. j't  ;tic  IotceH 
Mtjicji  01  me. 


19  Then  faid 
fj'itt  unu>  him, 
■\i*I*stc  ia  thy  IV 
T/itT  ?  jtfh*  an* 
ivered,  Ye  nei¬ 
ther  know  me, 
i\or  my  father; 
U  ye  li.nl  known 
me,  ye  thodld 

have  known  my 
rjditr  aho* 


loTlif  ft  words 
ftiake  Jdbs  in  the 

iTTSluiy,  14  he 

flight  ia  the 
tern  pie; 


be  inseparable  one  from  the  other,  fo  that  I  am  never 
alone ;  and  what  I  fay  ia  not  from  any  private  judg¬ 
ment  of  my  own,  apart  from  that  of  my  Father;  I 
therein  only  concur  with  him,  who  by  various  means 
teftifies  that  he  has  fent  me,  and  demands  your  faith 
in  me ;  There  is  therefore  no  room  to  except  agVmft 
any  declaration  of  mine. 

17  Betides,  it  is  a  fettled  point  by  your  own  law, 
which  is  indeed  God's  law,  that  the  evidence  of  two 
credible  perfons  is  fufliclent  for  eftabHtinng  affairs  of 
the  greateft  confluence.  (Deut.  xvii.  6.)  „ 

t  S  Now  here  are  two  witnefies  to  the  truth  of  my 
afiemons :  I  am  one,  who,  as  a  divine  perfon,  declare 
the  com  million  which  I  have  received  as  the  MeJIiah  : 
And  my  Father  is  another,  who  fent  roe  into  the  world 
to  execute  it,  and  wbofe  teftimony  ye  yourfelves  mu  ft 
own  is  beyond  all  contradiction  true  ;  he  has  declau-d 
the  fame  concerning  me  by  the  voice  of  his  prophets, 
and  hy  a  voice  from  heaven,  a3  well  as  by  other  means  ; 
and  therefore  your  own  rule  of  judgment,  as  contained 
in  the  law,  demands  your  affent  to  the  truth  of  what  1 
fzy  concerning  myfelf,  and  all  things  elfe  *. 

iq  Then  the  PharifeeSy  not  being  able  to  return  a 
fair  arifwer,  replied  in  a  way  of  ridicule  and  infulc, 
Fray,  what  father  is  this,  that  you  pretend  to  have, 
betides  Jo/epbi  a  poor  carpenter  i  Where  is  he?  Call 
your  wicnefs,  which  you  lay  fo  much  ftrefs  upon.  Jefua 
anfwcred.  again,  Though  I,  who  have  been  fo  long  a- 
mung  you,  have  frequently  explained  whom  I  mean 
by  my  Father ;  yet  fuch  is  your  wilful  blindnefs,  obfti- 
nacy,  and  perverfenefc,  that  ye  are  Hill  ignorant  of  my 
perfon  and  office,  and  of  my  heavenly  Father,  from 
whom  I  come  unto  you :  If  ye  had  but  known  me, 
who  -am  the  hrigbtnefs  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs 
image  of  his  perfon,  and  one  in  -  nature,  counfel,  and 
operation  with  him,  ye  would  have  feen  the  perfections 
of  my  Father  tinning  forth  in  me,  and  would  have 
known  the  relation,  in  which  he  ftands  to  me  as  his 
Son,  as  well  as  the  high  commiffion,  which  I  bear  as 
the  Meffiah  from  him  f. 

2Q  Chrift  freely  and  openly  fpoke  thefe  convincing 
and  cutting  things,  whiift  he  was  difeourting  in  that 
part  of  the  temple  where  the  boxes  were  kept  to  re¬ 
ceive 


NOTES. 


*  I  take  both  thefe  into  the  paraphafe,  be*  wm  two  witness ;  and  yet  were  one  in 
rutte  Chrift  is  fpevkmg  of  the  truth  of  KU  fence  and  divine  perfections,  as  the  know- 
judgment,  as  well  as  of  his  own  character^  ledge  of  him  iridudtt  the  knowledge  of  the 
f  Here  our  Lon)  plainly  imimates  chat  fus  Father, 
lather  ^itd  he  were  diftmtf  periods,  as  they 


3*4 

tempt  and  no 
nan  LtkT  haiufo 
w  him  ;  for  his 
Eurar  vu  not  yd 
done* 


it  Then  (aid 
Jffus  onto 
chern,  I  go  my 
v«y,.and  ye  (hall 
leek  me,  and  (luU 
■die  hi  your  fin*  ; 
whi*li(T  1  go  ye 
canon  come. 


u  Theta  fijd 
flic  Tcrs,  Will  he 
tilt  h Irciielf!  he* 
eaufc  he 
Whither  \  go  ye 
cannot  come* 


13  And  he  fbkl 
uni<»  them  t  -  Ye 
*ix  from  beneath  ; 
I  am  from  above; 
ye  are  of  this 
world  ;  I  am  not 
this  TorJd* 


14  T  Sfd  there- 
fore  iTiiro  you, 
that  ye  Ihill  die 
In  your  lint:  for 
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eeive  the  money,  which  from  time  to  time  was  offered 
for  religions  ufes  :  And  though  at  this  place  the  priefts 
and  rulers  had  chief  authority,  yet  their  fpirtu,  and 
thofe  of  all  his  enemies,  were  fo  reltrained  and  over¬ 
awed,  that,  how  defirous  foever  they  were  of  ir,  none 
of  them  durft  venture  to  offer  any  violence  to  him,  the 
time  appointed  of  God  not  being  yet  come  for  his  iaft 
fufferings  and  death. 

2i  Then  Jefus,  knowing  tbe  rancour  of  their  hearts 
again  ft  him,  went  on  with  another  difeourfe  to  them, 
faying,  as  he  had  the  day  before,  {chap.  vji.  33,  34.) 
I  am  going  ere  long  to  my  Father,  from  whom  1  came; 
and  hereafter,  ye  would  be  glad  to  have  nv>  as  the 
Melliah,  among  you,  to  fare  you  from  all  your  miferies, 
and  will  cameftly  feck  after  that  privilege :  But  all  will 
he  then  in  vain';  for,  as  ye  obftinately  rejett  me  by  un¬ 
belief,  ye  ih*all  die  under  the  power  and  guilt  of  tbat 
your  fin,  ("  ruMpu  which  will  hind  all  your  o- 
ther  iniquities  upon  you,  to  vour  utter  deftruQion,  by 
the  righteous  .judgment  of  6od  in  this  world,  and  to 
your  cvertafting  condemnation  in  the  next:  And  the 
gates  of  tbe  blefled  kingdom,  to  which  1  am  going, 
wjtl  be  (hut  again  ft.  you  ;  fo  that  ye  will  not  he  able  to 
follow  me  thither,  either  to  fetch  me  hack  from  thence, 
or  to  partake  of  ray  .glory  there. 

aa  The  unbelieving  Jews  feemed  to  be  amazed  at 
this,  and  yet  to  make  a  jeft  of  it,  faying  one  to  another. 
What  a  ft  range  odd  way  of  talking  is  this  !  What,  does 
he  think  of  laying  violent  hands. upon  himfelf  to  get 
out  of  the  reach  of  bis  enemies,,  and  fo  prevent  their 
murdering  him  ,?  or  what  elfe  can  be  tbe  meaning  cf 
this  whimfical  expreffion,  I  am  going  to  a  place,  whi¬ 
ther  yc  cannot  follow  me? 

23  Out  Lord  perfe&ly  knowing  their  thoughts,  as 
well  as  their  perverfe  difconrfe,  further  explained  him- 
felf  to.  them,  faying.  The  reafon  why  ye  cannot  follow 
me,  is  this ;  Ye  arenot  only  men  of  earthly  extraction, 
but,  like  your  mean  original,  are  periods  of  a  worldly, 
carnal  fpirit  and  temper,  whofe  hearts  are  fee  upon 
things  below ;  whereas  I  not  only  am  of  divine  origi¬ 
nal,  and  came  from  heaven,  but  my  temper  and  views 
are  dircflly  contrary  to,  and  fubveruve  of  yours ;  I  am 
dead  to  this  world,  and  my  afFe&ions  are  fet  on  things 
above,  whither  I  am  going. 

24  And  therefore  I  told  you,  (wr.  21.)  tbat  ye  (hall 
utterly  and  dreadfully  perifli  for  and  in  your  iniquities, 
and  particularly  your  unbelief,  which  leaves  you  under 
the  power  of  all  other  Jins  :  For  if,  through  the  earn  a- 
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if  ye  bdieve  out  lity,  hartlnefs,  and  impenitence  of  your  hearts,  ye  will 
y^  ihljl  *dfc  *i a  not  ^e^cVe  r^at  *  I  am  lie,  who  Ihould  come  a  light  la¬ 
yout  fins,  to  the  world,  (ver.  ti.)  as  the  only  Saviour,  there  is  no 

htlp  or  hope,  but  that  ye  muft  be  cut  off  in  your  fins, 
by  the  righteous  vengeance  of  God  upon  your  city  and 
nation  in  this  world,  and  by  a  ftill  more  terrible  deftiuc- 
tion  ia  the  world  to  come. 


tj  Then  fad 
thqr  amt)  hint, 
Who  arc  thou* 
*-\nd  Mbs  faith 
r-.w  them,  £irc» 
V?e  Uu dr  that  1 
fj'iti"  unco  you 
fmm  the  begin- 

n:pg. 


iff  I  hm  ma* 
ny  things  to  fry, 
wd  fo  judge  of 
you :  hut  he  that 
lent  me  Is  itue; 
-od  I  fjink  to 
tfc*  ^orkj  thoft 
tbi which  1 
)uvc  heard  of 
him* 


17  They  tin- 
deritood  not  that 
he  fpifct  10  them 
of  the  Father. 


25  Hereupon,  as  they  before  had  faid  with  a  taunt, 
(wr  19.)  Where  is  jour  father?  fo  now,  with  the  like 
temper  of  mind,  they  cried  out.  Who  are  you  that  fpeale 
fa  great  things  or  yourfelf  ?  What  do  you  pretend  to  be. 
that  we  upon  our  peril  mull  believe  in  you  ?  To  tins  he 
replied,  I  infill  upon  it,  thatj  I  am  what  I  have  all  a* 
long  faid  of  myfelf  from  the  very  beginning  of  my 
miniftry,  even  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  true  Melliah, 
[chap.  iv.  26,  and  v.  17, — 27.)  how  much  foever  ye 
defpife  me. 

26  1  could  eafily  charge  yon  with  many  more  Crimea 
than  1  have,  to  aggravate  your  infidelity,  and  lay  you 
under  condemnation  ;  and  ye  hereafter  wili  hear  of 
them,  and  be  judged  by  me  for  them :  But  not  to  ipen- 
tion, things  now,  which  are  unfuitable  to  the  prefenc 
defign  of  my  office,  and  would  be  loft  upon  fuch  hard- 
ned  creatures  as  ye  are,  I  (hail  only  ttll  you  that  he,  by 
whom  [  am  feet  to  make  known  his  mind  and  will,  is 
inconteftably  true  to  his  promife  concerning  my  coming, 
and  to  me  and  them  that  believe  in  me,,  as  he  alfo  is  to 
his  rhreatemngs'  again  ft  thofc  that  rejeft  me :  And  what- 
foever  I' fay  openly  in,  and  to  the  world,  is  with  all 
faithfuloefs,  exaftly  according  to  the  commiffioo  that 
I  have  received  from  him,  whofe  authority  is  uncon- 
troulahle,  and  cannot  be  trampled  upon  with  impunity. 

27  Now  though  in  atl  this  Chrift  fo  manifelliy  af» 
ferted  his  divine  original  and  million  5  yet  fo  great  were 
their  blindnels  and  prejudices  againft  him,  that  ftill 
they  did  not  underftand  him  to  fpeak  of  God's  being 
his  Father,  and  of  his  receiving  his  com  million  front 
him  but  as  he  had  told  them  before,  (ver,  19.)  They 
neither  knew  himf  nor  hit  Father. 

a8  Jefus 


NOTES. 


*  Thai  I  am  hr,  is  In  the  Cretk  iyu  j,  «  rya,  7  an  nsl,  i.  e  h,  or  Ae  MtJSeh. 
that  I  tun,  which  fome  fuppoie  refer*  In  that  t  It  i*  not  c.ly  to  £i>1  an  gramnuti- 
rurac  of  Gcd,  {Exit.  iii-  14.)  where  b«  calls  cal  confcufliott  of  the  Cr«i  ?»»  *«y  w  *, 
liimfclf  7  m:  But  in  this  place  it  rather  rt  xkj  which  tome  midcr,  I  am 

teem*  to  be  an  dEprirui  form  of  fpe.di,  with’  the-  irpeninfi  others  adYsrihlly,  »: •*  the 
ttl'ptft  to  his  bang  the  Mefliah,  it  this  very  br^iaeinf,  vius  l  alfo  /rr,  i.  t*.  continue 
CKjsriL-Jlsun  is  undoubtedly  to  be  Hoderftood,  to  fav  an  to  y«f;  and  M  it  may  i  c  taken  as 
{ .Vr<ni  aii;.  s.)  AtaBjJbnlf  tineta  aarae,  CllrilVs  aiUTtihj;  hss  own  Ller^J.  exillenee 
/^v-1.7,  rfi  tya  fat  i  am,  i.  /,  the  as  Goi,  antecedent  to  any  ongiusl, 

Ciiiill;  aud  [Aftt  sin.  aj.J  jAm  &d  auccyjiitg  to  i.  1,  a.  and  Far.  t.  9. 


3&»  The  Evangelift  JoHJf  paraphrased.  Ch.  viii. 


i3  Then  {aid 
Jcfiu  uuio  them, 
When  ye  have 
lift  op  the  Sod  of 
nun,  then  (lull 
ye  know  ihu  l 
am  b*r  and  tbct 
1  do  no  thing  of 
mylclf;  but  as 
my  Father  hath 
taught  me,  I 
fpc*  k  the  lathings 


28  Jefus  therefore  faid  unto  them,  How  ignorant  fo- 
ever  ye  now  are  of  me,  and  though  in  a  little  time  ye 
will  procure  my  crucifixion,  who  appear  among  you  as 
the  Meflnb,  and  will  think  that  ye  have  thereby  effec¬ 
tually  ruined  me  and  my  caofe ;  yet,  as  this  will  realty 
he  the  direft  flep  to  my  exaltation,  fo  ye  (hall  be  after¬ 
wards  convinced  *,  either  by  happy  or  dreadful  experi¬ 
ence,  that  I  am  he  who  was  to  come,  and  that,  accor¬ 
ding  to  what  I  now  fay  of  myfelf,  I  do  nothing  as  a 
private  perfon  of  my  own  head,  and  nothing  feparately 
from  my  Father;  but  that  I  faithfully  declare  every 
thing  exa£Uy  according  to  the  inftruclions,  which  I,  as 
man  and  mediator,  have  received  from  him,  and  that 
atl  my  promifei  and  tb reamings  (hall  be  punctually  ful¬ 
filled.  . 


19  And  he  29  In  the  mean-while,  my  Father,  who  fent  me  m- 
with me*  rhcVa-  t0  {he  world,  is  ever  prefen t  with  me  by  an  effential 
ther  huh  oat  left  union,  and  by  an  unmeafureahle  unCtion  of  his  Spirit,  to 
tne  June  j  for  i  a  (lift,  accept,  and  own  me  in  his  work  :  He  has  not 
thiagtiluct pleaft  defer  ted  me,  or. withdrawn  the  demon (trations  of  his 
timf  favour  from  me  *.  For  the  whole  of  what  I  do  is  at  all 


%o  As  Itcfpake 
thtte  worth  many 
brjiciftl  on  himt 


31  Then  (aid 
Jefus  to  thole 
Jcwswh  ifhTidkv* 
«d  (»d  him,  If  yc 

cniHtmif  in  my 

word,  tbtn  are 
yc  my  dUtipIcs 
rocked. 


n  AndjcfbaU 
Iiphwv  tlic  truth, 
aihitht-lriiih  ihail 
ouLc  you  free* 


3j  They  an- 
fvtrtd 


times,  and  w  ithoui  the  lead  variation,  entirely  agree- 
able  to  bis  will,  ami  delightful  to  him* 

30  When  Jefus  fpafcc  thefe  words,  it  was  with  fuch 
evidence  and  power,  as  brought  many  of  the  ]rus$  to 
believe  that  he  bore  a  divine  commiffion,  or  at  kail  to 
profefs  f  their  faith  in  him. 

31  But  our  blefled  Lord  knowing  that  Tome  of  them 
were  weak  in  faith,  and  that  others  w^re  only  hypocrites, 
who,  under  atl  their  pretences  of  difcipkihtp  to  him, 
ftill  fought  to  deftroy  him,  (ver.  37-)  faid  to  the  whole 
multitude  of  them,  that  profefled  to  believe  in  him.  If 
ye  really  embrace,  and  adhere  to  my  holy  doctrine  in 
your  judgment  and  choice,  and  perfift  in  a  cordial  be¬ 
lief  of  it,  and  fubject  your  whole  fouls  to  it,  then  (ball 
ye  be  proved  and  owned  to  be'  my  difciples  in  truth,  a$ 
well  as  in  name. 

3z  And  ye  fliall  ftlU  further  be  enlightened,  confirm¬ 
ed,  and  fa  risked  about  the  certainty,  excellence,  and 
importance  of  my  gofpel ;  and  by  its  means  lha'I  yc  ot~ 
tain  the  moll  glorious  freedom  from  every  thing  that 
is  enthraling,  mean,  and  miferabk. 

33  Then  fomeof  them,  wbo  hadjirofcflfed  to  brieve 

in 


NOTE  s, 

*  The  rrran*  of  this  iurrc  l1;c  {trv£tton  if  Terp/aUm  afterwards* 

li^ns  and  U'ond^r^  that  IhivjM  at:eud  the  *  h  from  vhuk  of  liie 

death  aud  rvftirrt^ion  of  Cbriit,  the  cfJufiuA  dtlcpurie  betwim  Cltriil  uod  t«em,  tHt: 
of  bh  Spirit,  aod  ip  reading  of  th6  Tome  of  them  wert  my  far  from  heir's  kh- 

ai;i  cite  of  tied  in  the  de-  ccie  believer*. 


CL  vill 
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367 


fwercd  him.  We 
t*c  Abraham** 
fieri,  and  were 
vver  tn  bondage 
to  any  nun : 
how  fcyeft  thou. 
Ye  flull  be  made 
{tee  l 


34  Jefua  an- 

fitcied  ;htm,  Ve¬ 
rily  verily  I  fay 

ui*t**  you;  Who- 
i-'ever  commit* 
U'tn  (tn  is  the  fer¬ 
vid!  of  Jin. 


15  Andthefer- 

rant  tbiddh  not 
to  the  Iwfe  for 
ever:  W  the  Son 
abutab  ever* 


3$  It  the  S on 
therefore  Hull 
make  you  free, 
7* 


in  him,  taking  it  as  an  high  affront,  that  he  fhouhl 
fpeak  as  if  he  thought  them  to  be  Haves,  faict  ro  him. 
In  a  vaunting  manner.  We  are  the  defendants  of  the 
famous  patriarch  Abraham*  who  being  a  fovereign 
prince,  and  a  man  in  covenant  with  God,  emailed  all 
civil  and  religious  freedom  upon  us,  as  our  birthright} 
and  we  never  loft  it  by  being  *  enflaved  to  any  foreign 
power,  or  governed  by  any  Jaws  but  our  own.  What 
therefore  can  you  mean  by  pretending  to  make  us  free, 
who  are  in  right  aud  fad!  fo  free  already  ? 

34  Our  Lord  replied.  How  great  for  . e r  your  boafts 
of  liberty  are,  1,  who  fpeak  the  truth,  foleomly  "affnre 
you,  that  who  ever,  Hite  you,  is  a  worker  of  iniquity, 

ia  the  wortt  of  (laves  under  the  guilt 
and  power  of  Gn  :  he,  notwithftanding  all  his  pretend¬ 
ed  claims  under  Abraham ,  is  a  fervant  of  corruption,  to 
his  own  perdition. 

35  And  the  fervant  of  Gn,  though  he  be  the  natural 
feed  of  Abraham^*  like  Jjbmael*  the  fon  of  Hagar  the 
bond-woman,  (hall  be  caft  out  of  God’s  houfe  and  fa¬ 
mily,  and  from  all  its  privileges,  as  IJbmact  was,  and 
as  all  the  carnal  unbelieving  Jews  (hall  be  :  But  the  Sou 
of  God,  who  is  like  wife,  by  way  of  eminence,  the 
feed  of  Abraham  and  the  fon  of  the  promife,  in  whom 
all  nations  (hall  be  bleffed,  continues  as  the  firft  born, 
lord  and  heir  in  his  own  houfe  for  ever ;  and  everyone 
that  claims  under  him,  as  Abraham's  fed  through  faith 
in  him,  according  to  the  promife,  {hall  abide  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  as  a  fon,  and  inherit  the  nobleft  freedom  with  him. 

36  If  therefore  I,  who  am  the  Son  of  God,  and 
Lord  of  mine  own  houfe,  (hall  beftow;  the  noble  free¬ 
dom  upon  you,  which  I  fpake  of,  ye  (hall  be  (""«) 
fuhftandally  and  eminently  free  in  your  own  (pints, 

and 


NOTES. 


*  It  is  fufprmog  they  (hould  hare 
(He  onofidmcc  to  aflert  fo  downright  and 
ktwn  1  fallehoodi  as  that  tbcj  sfMfr  tvjrt 
is  t9  any  mas ;  For  they  had  been 

nnorioufly  in  bondxgt  for  many  ytin  to  fo* 
reign  powers  in  tyW  a  Ad  jun! 

were  ac  lids  very  time  tributaries  to  the  Jfo— 
ritfju,  and  under  great  reftrcints  of  their  Li* 
bertir*  from  them. 

f  The  feirfe  of  this  vtrfe,  roofidered  as  a 
general  maxim  *  a  plain  and  obvious  enough 
with  refpcfl  to  tbe  privilege  of  a  fon  obovu 
a  ;  end  yet  it  it  very  difficult  to  fix 

Uf  determinate  meaning,  ai  it  itands  here  in 
ConueAlon  with  the  context,  and  pxnvuhr- 


\y  with  the  fervant  s/  n^nlionol  in  the 
verfr,  and  with  r  fpokrn 

of  in  the  eerie  folbwh:^  l!i*r  that,  sv h i l 
I  have  fvcnit  Ui  Uiofi  ttfy  and 

e^ufnUut  feme :  fur  it  kcepj  the  ft  me 


idea  of  the fcrraBtcf  fix*  and  of  the  Sin,  as 
mentioned  to  the  preceding  and  following 
verfn;  tnd,  at  tbc  fimc  time,  fhew<  the 
fercncc  between  the  fenrair:s  of  Jin  end  the 
true  children  of  God,  (who  are  jlbrabam's 
feed  through  faith  in  ChriitJ  with  to 

the  bondage  of  the  one,  and  the  frteil  nn  of 
the  other;  It  likcwtfe  keeps  cp  the  viciv  of 
Ch rift's  anfwcr  to  tbe  vain  pica  of  the  car¬ 
nal  JtTif,  I  hat  they  were  /S''rttl'4m*x  feed* 
and  it  agrees  with  the  apoflic^  re  prefer  tation 
of  ljLmsft*s  mi%-  as  xtd  /c:t 

boad-wmi* 1,  vidu*  Jhi>;d;i  uot  Jbc  heir  with 
the  fan  sf  tez  aaj  w*th  his  re* 

pj^ftuU:u>n  of  II ja;,  osUtctiniof  the  pir*-- 
mife,  who  a  typ^or  t 1  ri I u-i 

fff  all  tree  h*lh*vei<  in  Idm.  Iv* 

51.)  And  ihU  itc.fc  ot  the  \voriJ  Iyer  hi  .1 
pLhi  in  id  mural  coJUoftbn  wkk!i  tlte  fot* 
lowing  wriCn 


3*8 

5*  fli*U  be  fret 
iodcul. 


3T  I  kn^vthat 
yc  mx  Abrtham^ 
Icrd  :  but  ye  ftclc 
to  kill  me,  bc- 
caufc  ray  word 
hath  ao  place  in 
you. 


38  I  {peak  that 
which  1  tmeJcea 
with  my  Father; 
mini  ye  60  that 
which  you  have 
ten  with  your 
father. 


IP  They  try- 
furred  and  hid 
unto  bun,  Abra¬ 
ham  is  nur  father* 
Jefus  kith  um<> 
then),  If  ye  were 
Abraham*!  ehil* 
dren,  ye  wuutd 
do  the  works  of 
Abfahjtf], 


40  But  now  ye 
feck  to  k>li  me, 
a  man  that  hath 
told  you  the 
truth r  which  f 
have  heard  of 
Goil: 


Tbe  Evangetijt  Johk  pardpbrafei.  Ch,  Yin- 

and  in  all  your  religious  concerns ;  free  from  the  guilt 
and  dominion  of  fin  ;  free  from  the  law  as  a  covenant 
of  works,  from  all  its  *burdenfome  ceremonies,  that 
yoke  of  bondage,  and  from  its  dreadful  curie ;  free 
from  the  prevailing  biindnels  and  prejudices  of  your 
own  minds  and  hearts,  and  from  the  tyranny  of  Satan; 
free  in  your  accefsto  God,  communion  with  him,  and 
aftings  for  him  ;  free  from  the  Aing  of  death,  and  the 
viftory  of  the  grave ;  and  at  length  free  from  every  kind 
of  evil,  and  in  foil  poflelfion  of  all  the  glory  of  your 
adoption :  So  that  all  other  freedom  is  as  nothing  com¬ 
pared  with  this,  and  is  mere  flavery  without  it. 

37  And,  as  to  the  other  part  of  your  plea,  that  ye 
are  Abrahani s  feed,  I  yery  well  know,  and  readily  own, 
that  ye  are  his  natural  dependents;  but  I  like  wife  know, 
that  notwit h Handing  this,  ye  are  far  from  giving  into 
bis  faith,  difpoGtion,  and  obedience,  and' are  full  of  un¬ 
worthy  inclinations  and  defigns  to  deftroy  me,  only  be- 
caufe  your  proud  and  carnal  hearts  cannot  relifh  and 
fall  in  with,  no  nor  fo  much  as  bear  the  holy,  fpi- 
ritual,  and  felf-humbling  doftrine,  which  1  pteacn  unto 
you. 

38  So  great  i$  the  contrariety  between  me  and  you, 
that  I  deliver  thethings  which  I  am  intimately  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  as  one  prcfenc  in  council  and  communion  with 
my  heavenly  Father,  and  which  I  know  to  be  according 
to  his  mind  and  will :  And  ye,  on  the  other  hand,  do 
thofe  things  which  ye  have  learnt  by  immediate  fug- 
geftion  from  your  own  father,  who  is  oppofite  to  mine, 
and  which  ye  pra&ife  under  his  influence,  and  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  him,  like  perfons  in  communion  and  council 
with  him. 

39  At  thefe  words  they  took  fire,  and  anfwered  him 
with  fome  fmannefs,  What  father  of  ours  is  this 
whom  you  fpeak  of  with  fuch  contempt  ?  We  tell  you 
again,  and  you  yourfelf  have  owned  it,  (arr.  37.)  that 
Abraham  is  our  father  :  What  then  do  yd  mean  by  re- 
Hefting  upon  him,  as  if  wo  bad  learnt  any  evil  fiom 
him  ?  Jei’us  replied.  If  we  wete  indeed  Abraham's  chil¬ 
dren  in  temper  and  fpiru,  as  well  as  by  natural  deform, 
ye  would  do  fuck  works  of  faith  and  hoUnds,  as  he  drcl. 

40  But  inftead  of  copying  after,  ye  go  into  the  vci  y 
feverfo  of  his  believing  and  holy  difpoliticn  and  beha¬ 
viour,  in  that  ye  feck  my  life,  becaufe  I  have  aifcrted 
an  important  and  necrffary  truth,  about  my  being  the 
Son  of  God,  and  the  promifed  Mefiiah,  (chap.  v.  lii  ) 
a  truth  which,  as  a  prophet,  I  reccm-d  couimiflion 
from  God  himfclf  to  declare  to  you  :  Whereas  Abra~ 


Ch.  viii. 


God  :  this  did 
not  Abraham* 


ii  Te  do  the 
ilmli  of  your  fa¬ 
ther.  Then  faid 
they  to  him.  We 
he  not  born  of 
fornication  $  we 
have  oat  >  it  her, 
tvta  God- 


44  Jefos  laid 
onto  them,  if 
God  were  your 
Father  ye  would 
love  me ;  fur  1 
proceeded  forth, 
and  came  from 
God  :  ncit  Fur 
came  1  of  myfelf  r 
tut  he  feat  me. 


43  WkT^>  ye 
nul  undcrftatul 
Vny  fpecch  ?  even 
benufe  yramiot; 
hear  my  word. 


Tht  Evangelift  John  parapbrafed.  369 

bam  readily  received  and  obeyed  every  divine  revela- 
tiou,  and  waa  fo  eminent  for  humanity  and  piety, 
that  he  never  would  have  gone  about  to  kill  any  inno* 
cent  perfon,  much  lefs  any  meirenger  from  God  to  him. 

41  It  is  plain  therefore,  not  with  Mantling  all  your 
boails  of  being  AbraJxutfs  children,  that  ye  have  ano¬ 
ther  Father,  whom  ye  rcfemble,  and  whofe  will  and 
work  ye  do.  The  Jewt  perceiving  by  this,  that  he 
fpoke  of  tbeir  pedigree,  not  in  a  literal,  but  fpiritual 
fenfe,  replied  with  indignation,  Whatfoever  you  may 
fuggeft  to  the  contrary,  we  are  not  the  children  of 
idolaters,  who  have  broke  God’s  covenant,  and  gone  a- 
whoring  from  him  to  idols ;  nor  do  we  own  or  fcrvr  the 
gods  of  the  heathen,  but  are  worfhippers  of  the  only 
living  and  true  God ;  and  therefore  he,  in  a  fpiritual 
fenfe,  is  the  Father  of  us  all. 

42  In  anfwer  to  this,  Jefus  faid,  If,  as  ye  pretend, 

God  w ere  indeed  your  fpiritual  Father,  who  has  really 
begotten  you  after  his  own  likcncfs,  ye,  iriftead  of  up- 
pouug  and  rejecting,  would  affe&ionately  efteem  and 
embrace  me  and  my  do&rine:  For  I  originally  proceeded 
from  God  the  Father*  as  hU  only  hegoucri  Son,  par¬ 
taker  of  the  fame  nature  with  him,  and  am  come  into 
the  world  immediately  from  him  ;  I  did  not  come  of 
my  own  head,,  like  a  falfe  prophet,  hut  by  com  million 
from  him,  who  fent  me,  as  the  Mefliab,  to  make 
known  the  way  of  falvation,  and  to  do  his  will  upon 
earth.  t 

43  Whence  is  it  then,  that  ye  do  not  take  in  what 
I  fay,  and  have  evidently  proved  concerning  myfelf,  and 
the  defign  of  my  coming  into  the  world  ?  truly  the 
reafon  is,  Ipecaufe  your  hearts  are  fo  carnal  and  fenfual, 
that  ye  cannot  approve  of  my  fpiritual,  feif* denying, 
and  heavenly  do&rine,  and  arefo  prejudifed  again  ft  it, 
that  ye  cannot  endure  to  hear  of  my  being  the  Son  of 
God,  who  preach  it.  How  then  can  ye  pretend  that 
God  is  your  heavenly  Father  ? 

44  No 

T  E. 

divine  raeflenger :  For  the  form  of  cr- 
preflion,  ot  tv  ffv  here  rendered  I 

pwneeeied  firth  from  God,  is  often  ufed  by  ihe 
to  fignify  a  proper  birth,  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  raao,  0  in  Gen.  xv*  4.  it  is  (aid*  be 
tbxt  fb;)H  p&me  firtb  out  of  thine  own  bevels t 
fiafl  h  thine  bar;  ebap.  xxxv.  n. 
pelt  come  ovt  cf  tbj  kitiu  And  it  k  £*\&  of 
Chrift,  with  refpeft  to  his  human  birth, 
[Jf< u  xii  1.)  there  flail  tome  forth  a  tod  oat  of 
the  fiemt  of  Jefle*  The  phrafcology  is  ti*n 
J*mc  in  all  thefe  places,  with  that  which  ts 
here  rendered  proceed;*:*  firth* 

A  1 


K  O 

*  Obftrve  the  diflerence  between  what 
Chrift  here  fays  t rf  lumfelf,  and  what  U  ewer 
tod  of  toy  other;  BeKerot  are  CM  to 
he  Godt  (w.  4T*  end  t  John  4- 
and  to  be  bora  end  begotten  of  Godt  (3  John 
v,i*);and  the'prophcts  *  ert  faid  10  be  fent 
of  Gody  as  fihn  the  Baptijt  aha  was»  (J ohn 
i,  4.)  But  it  U  peculiar  to  tJirin,  that  he 
frtteeJed  firth t  and  came  from  Go  Ay  which 
intimate*  his  divine  original*  as  wtllismiP 
lion,  that  he  is  of  the  Fatter  o  a  Sod  of 
his  own  efleuee,  proceeding  from  him,  u 
Bellas  that  he  ume  frem  me  F-iiher*  as  a 
VOL.  IL  t 
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44  Te  m  of  44  No,  on  the  contrary,  I  mult  tell  you  plainly,  that 
5e*il  ^  the  y°ur  ProPer  father,  in  a  moral  fenfe,  is  the  devil  bim- 
laltt'of’your  fa-  rdf  )  him  ye  imitate  and  obey,  and  his  malicious  and 
tl«t  ye  will  do:  envious  inclinations  and  defigns  ye  relolntely  fa  your- 
«  ftom*  u^be-  ,<f  to  lu^ :  Ye  are  the  feed  of  that  old  ferpent,  who 
tinning,  ami  a-  murdered  the  whole  human  race,  drawing  their  firft 
hndc  not  In  thf  parents  into  tin,  at  the  beginning  of  the  world }  who 
truth  ,  bceanfe  has  ever  Gnce  prompted  his  children  to  all  the  murders 
ia  him.  when  that  have  been  committed,  cfpcciaUv  upon  righteous 
he  f|)»ktth  a  men  and  holy  prophets,  from  AM  down  to  this  day ; 
h^^o  he  an<*  w^°  continues  to  murder  the  fouls  of  men  ty 
Is  i  lUr/and  the  his  fallacious  temptations.  And  as  he  degenerated  -from 
Ufacf  of  it.  •  ht»  own  original  integrity ;  fo  he  afterwards  denied  the 
truth  of  what  God  had  laid  about  the  forbidden  fruit, 
that,  he  might  ruin  thh  fons  of  men  ;  and  he  has  ever 
fince  fet  himlelf  againft  the  truth  of  divine  revelation, 
to  prevent  their  recovery,  becaufc  he  is  a  lying  fpirit, 
deftitute  of,  and  an  utter  enemy  to  all  truth  ana  good- 
lids.  Whenever  therefore  he  fuggefls  falfehoods,  he 
therein  ads  durable  to  his  own  temper,  as  an  apoftate 
fpirit :  For  he  is  a  notorious  liar,  and  the  promoter  of 
lies  and  deceits,  in  all  his  methods  of  procedure,  and 
among  all  thofe  that  go  in  to  them  after  his  example. 


Ye  are/berefore  his  children,  ading  his  part,  and  fulfil¬ 
ling  his  willy  in  all  youf  falfe  fuggeftioas  and  murder¬ 
ous  deGgos  againft  me. 

4t  Ari,  to-  45  And  tho'  I  have  given  the  cleared  proofs  of  the 
truth  of  my  charader,  as  the  Son  of  God  and  Saviour 
iieve  me  not  °f  finners,  and  have  told  you  the  only  true  way  to  t- 
ternal  life  and  bleffednef&jyet  ye  will  not  give  any  credit 
to  me :  Nay,  becaufe  I  tell  you  fuch  truths,  as  are  fpi- 
ritual  and  holy,  and  difagreeable  to  your  corrupt  indi- 
nationsand  interelU,  therefore  ye  rejed  both  me  and 
them. 


*<S  Which  «r 
you  coovinterh 
me  of  fin  ?  And, 
if  I  fiv  the  truth, 
why  6&  ye  not 
believe  me? 


4 6  If  there  is  any  immorality  or  milbehaviour  in  my 
life  }  or  any  ahfurdity  or  ill  tendency  in  my  dodrine ; 
or  inconfiftency  with  itCelf,  with  the  leripture,  or  with 
any  plain  principles  of  reafon  }  why  do  not  fome  of  you 
prove  it  upon  me,  and  thereby  confute  me  ?  which  of 
you  is  able  cb  do  this?  and  if  ye  cannot  find  any  one 
real  fault  in  my  dodrine,  any  more  than  in  my  life, 
but  all  is  right  and  true  ;  how  perverfe  and  unreafon- 
able  Is  it,  that  ye  neverthelefs  will  perfift  in  your  unbe¬ 
lief? 


4?  He  ihat  it  47  He  that  it  a  child  of  God,  enlightened,  renewed, 
uT  Ood  &e»r«h  and  fandified  by  bis  Spirit,  is  deGrous  to  know,  and 
therefore"^  hear  rea^Y  to  receive  and  obferve  whatever  God  f peaks ;  The 
tbtm  dm,  becaafe  reafon  therefore  why  ye  pay  no  regard  to  what  I  declare, 

and 


Cti.  tUi. 

ye  arc  not  Of 
i-i«L 


49  Then  an* 
fweredthe  Jews, 
and  fiid  unto 
bim,  Say  we  Dot 
well  Jut  thou 
art  a  Samafiiaa, 
and  ball  *  devil  * 


44  Jefm  an- 
fwered,  1  Lave 
not  a  devil  *  but 
l  honour  my  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  ye  do 
dUhetKHUr  me* 


50  And  I  fleet 
not  mine  own 
glory ;  there  is 
one  chat  fceketb 
and  jodgethi 


51  Verily  wi¬ 
ly  Ifliy  unto  you. 
It  A  ID  ID  keep 
my 
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and  have  proved  to  be  from  him,  is  be ca ufc,  whatfoever 
ye  pretend  to,  ye  really  are  not  the  children  of  God, 
partakers  of  his  Spirit,  and  well  affefted  towards  him.  . 

48  Some  of  the  Jrwi  then  prefent,  being  exafpe rated 
at  this  cutting  difeourfe,  which  theycoold  not  confute, 
fell  into  a  violent  fury  againft  him,  crying  oat,  How 
can  you  pretend,  that  none  of  us  have  convinced  you 
of  Cn  i  (ver.  4 (5.)  We  have  (aid,  and  we  Hand  to  it  as 
rightly  laid,  your  own  difeourfe  now  confirming  it,  that 
you  are  as  bad  as  a  Samaritan^  whom  we  Look  upon  as 
the  worft  of  enemies  to  our  religion  and  nation,  and 
worthy  to  be  had  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence  }  nay,  we 
infill  upon  it,  that  you  talk  like  a  madman,  and  one  pof- 
fefled  of  the  devil  nimfelf,  while  you  charge  the  children 
of  Abraham  with  being  not  thecnildren  of  God,  but  the 
children  of  that  evil  one,  and  while  you  perform  pre¬ 
tended  miracles  by  his  power,  and  in  confederacy  with 
him,  to  make  people  believe  that  what  you  fay  is  true  *. 

49  To  this  monftronlly  vile  and  blafohemous  reproach, 
Jefus  anfwered,  with  wonderful  meeknefs  and  calmnds 
of  fpirit.  This  is  fucb  a  groundless  imputation,  as  never 
can  be  made  good  againft  me :  The  nature  and  ten¬ 
dency  of  all  my  doftrines  and  miracles,  for  promoting 
goodnefe  and  holinefs  among  men,  and  for  deftroytng 
the  works  of  the  devil,  are  a  demonftration  that  1  am 
not  influenced  by  him,  no  raft  in  confederacy  with  him  : 
But  all,  that  I  do  and  fay,  is  to  advance  the  glory  of  my 
heavenly  Father's  wifdom,  power,  holinefs,  and  grace, 
in  the  falvafton  of  his  people  ;  This  Satan  would  never 
do-;  and  yet  ye  revile  and  fpeak  evil  againft  me  for  it, 
as  if  I  were  afted  by  him. 

50  But  (J,J  I  neither  trouble  myfelf  about  your  re¬ 
proaches,  nor  court  your  applaufe,  having  no  aim  at  ad¬ 
vancing  my  own,  in  diftinfltion  from  my  Father's  glory  t 
Nor  need  I  he  felicitous  about  thefe  things ;  for  their 
is  one,  even  mv  heavenly  Father  himfelf,  who  will  fe- 
cure  an  intmft  for  me  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and 
will  effeftually  vindicate  my  char  after,  and  avenge  all 
the  indignities  offered  to  it. 

51  Leaving  therefore  my  reputation  in  his  hands,  I, 
who  am  Truth  itfelf,  go  on  to  allure  you  with  the  great- 
eft  folemnity,  as  I  have  done  before,  {chap.  v.  14.  and 

*vi. 


NOTE 

*  He  took  no  notice  of  what  they  had  Aid  bap*  he  made  no  reply  to  that  part  of  the 
about  hit  being  a  Samtritm I,  becanft  that  did  charge,  beeaulc  fome  SamarUam  had  already 
not  fo  much  alreb  his  commlffioTi,  and  eve*  bdietei  iu  him,  {chef,  jw  3P-)  and  he  dui- 
1  v  ihiojc  that  W  invidious  in  that  calumny  felf  had  reprefented  a  good  SumeriUn  in  aa 
would  £ll of  iriclf,  hy  bis  proving  that  he  honourable  Kjjht.  k.  33,  tre  ) 

iwt  aQcd  by  an  evil  fpirit;  And  per- 

Asa 
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death. 
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$i  Then  AM 
the  Jews  unto 
him*  Now  wa 
know  that  thou 
hall  a  devil.  A* 
braham  is  dead, 
and  the  pro* 
plitu ;  md  thou 
fkyeft,  If  a  man 
keep  my  Ikying, 
he  (hall  never 
talk  of  death. 


Sj  Ait  thou 
greater  than  our 
father  Abraham, 
which  it  dead  ? 
and  the  prophets 
arc  dead*  whom 
makeft  thou  thy- 
fclf? 


he  vi.  40,  50,  yi.)  that  whoever  heartily  embraces,  ami 
***  holds  fad  my  fpiricual  and  holy  do&rinc,  in  his  -  faith 
and  obedience,  (hall  not  *  die  ("* Tn  for  eVer  •>  he 
(hall  not  be  utterly  deftroyed  by  death,  but  (hall  live 
in  all  felicity,  world  without  end. 

51  Then  the  /rau,  indead  of  embracing  this  blefled 
promifeof  a  glorious  immonality,  wrefted  Chrift*$  words 
to  their  own  deftiu&ion,  pretending  that  he  meant  an 
exemption  from  temporal  death,  and  crying  ont  with 
(till greater  rage  and  resilings  than  before.  We  are  now 
thoroughly  confirmed  in  the  truth  of  our  charge,  that 
you  are  really  pofleffed  of  the  devil,  and  are  dark  mad : 
Fur  onr  father  Abraham,  who  was  the  friend  of  God, 
and  all  the  holy  prophets,  from  Mtfes  to  this  day,  are 
dead,  though  they  were  drift  obfervere  of  the  divine 
will ;  and  yet  you  holdly  a  (firm,  that  whoever  receives 
and  praftifes  your  doftrine  (ball  never  die. 

53  What  1  faid  they,  forgetting  that  the  Meffiah 
mall  needs  be  fuperior  to  all  that  went  before  him,  do 
you  pretend  to  be  more  highly  in  favour  with  God,  and 
to  have  greater  power  than  our  father Abraham  himfelf, 
and  than  the  mod  excellent  of  the  prophets,  who  died, 
like  the  red  of  mankind  ?  how  wild  and  prcfumptuous 
is  your  talk  of  making  others  immortal,  when  thofe 
eminent  favourites  of  heaven  could  not  obtain  that  pri¬ 
vilege  for  themfelves  i  Pray,  who  are  you  that  pretend 
to  bellow  a  greater  hleffiog  on  your  difciples,  than  God 
faw  fit  to  vouchfafe  to  any  of  them  ? 

54  Jefus  replied,  if  1  aJTume  undue  honour  to  myfelf, 
or  make  a  Chew  of  power  without  good  arguments  to 
fupport  it,  fuch  glorying  would  indeed  he  empty  and 
vain,  and  would  turn  tomydifgrace  :  But  it  is  my  Father 
(»  *?«?«<■  p>)  that  honours  and  glorifies  me,  by  hearing 
wicnefa  to  the  utmod  dignity  of  my  character,  and  (hew¬ 
ing  his  approbation  of  me  according  to  it,  even  that  God, 
whom  ye  claim  as  your  covenant-God,  and  wbom  ye 
ought  to  believe,  in. what  be  tedifies  concerning  me. 

55  But,  notwithdanding  your  pretences  of  peculiar 
relation  to  him,  ye  are  really  Orangers  to  him,  and  ut¬ 
terly  ignorant  of  him  as  my  Father,  and  will  not  on* 
derftand  what  be  has  witnefled  concerning  me ;  no 
wonder  therefore  that  ye  dp  not  receive  me;  But  I  am 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  him,  and  full  yaffil  red,  that 
be  doth  and  will  own  and  dand  by  me,  who  own  and 
honour  him  ;  And  were  I  to  fay  otherwise,  to  avoid 
your  wrath,  1  fliould  give  the  lie  to  him,  to  my  own 

con- 

H  o  t  E. 

*T ofetdeeth,  and  toufit  rf  dt3ib}  as  it  is  expitdDd  iu  the  neat  verfc,  we  tkEuaiftn; 

which  tignify  dying. 


j*  JcJus  an- 
faerrd,  If  J  ho¬ 
nour  myfrlf,  my 
honour  fc  no* 
thing  1  Ir  is  tny 
father  that  ho- 
noureth  me,  of 

vlwun  jc  fay  that 
bt  i*  yout  God. 


jy  Yet  ye  have 
not  Ichown  him ; 
bat  l  know  him  ; 
and  5r  I  fhould 
iky  I  know  him 
not,  1  ituJl  be  a 
uoi  o 
you: 


liar-  Eke 


Ch.  Vni. 
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P“:  bDt/\no"  conference  and  chara&er,  and  to  the  truth  Ufelf,  juft- 
hu&yhg.  P  70U :  But  I  infill  upon  it,  as  1  ought,  that  I  have 
•  a  pafe&  knowledge  of  him*  and  of  his  regard  to  me, 
and  that  1  always  do  the  things  that  pleafe  him,  accor* 
ding  to  the  commcffioti  which  I  hare  received  from  him. 
te  Yost  father  5 6  And  as  to  yout  cavil  at  my  fpeaking  greater  things 

than  could  be  laid  of  Abraham ,  he,  in  whom 
1  h"7»  ye  lb  much  glory,  as  yonr  Father  and  as  the  friend  of 

and  wu  glad.  God,  made  fo  high  account  of  me,  that  he  earneftly 

defired*  to  fee  the  time  of  my  appearing  in  fled)  for  the 
falvation  of  Ifraeh  and  be  had  fuch  a  light  of  it,  as  fil¬ 
led  him  with  exceeding  great  joy:  How  much  more 
would  he  have  been  delighted  to  have  Teen  what  ye  now 
fee,  and  delpifc  ? 

it  Thm  laid  57  Tbe  7«u*i  perverting  his  words,  as  if  he  fpoke 
t1»e  jews  unto  ofAbraban’s  really  feeing  him  in  tbe  flcih,  faid  to  him, 
***  ^ou  are  ^ut  a  man,  who,  as  any  one  may  fee  by 

oid,T  an 1  your  loots,  have  hardly  reached  f  the  middle  age  of 

shea  feea  Abw-  life ;  and  what,  do  you  pretend  to  have  feen  Abraham^ 
baa>*  '  as  a  co-temporary  with  him,  who  died  many  ages  ago? 

How  abfurd  and  prepofterous  is  this ! 
rs  Jcfua  CM  58  Our  blefled  Lord  replied,  I,  who  am  Truth  irfclf, 
mto  then,  v«ri-  afluiedly  tell  you,  that,  how  young  foever  I  be,  with  re. 
lyt¥tri,ri ffiT  larion  to  my  human  birth  j  yet  before  Abraham  was 
AbrJ^m  wasTl  born>  and  before  all  worlds,  1  bad  a  real  exiftcncc*  as 
*m.  the  unchangeable  t  h  AM*  who  ordered  Mvfis  to  fpeak 

of  m€  to  your  fathers  under  that  names  {ExmL  Yiu  14,) 
s9  Then  took  59  Upon  this,  they  apprehending  that  be  had  not  on- 
tbey  up  flonc*  ly  made  himfelf  greater  than  Abraham^  but  had  like- 
10  wife  been  guilty  of  the  higheft  bhfphemy,  in  fpeaking 
of  himfelf  as  the  eternally  exideiu  God,  were  furioufly 

ec  raged 


NOTES* 


*  itf  dwt  Hf  tehtCti  t*  fit 

iKf  Teem?  patnndiy,  from  tw  form  of 
rxpretiioii  in  ihc  Greek*  to  tignify,  he  \<h> 
ouniLydefircd  to  ibc  it;  and  this  prevents 
the  tautology,  that  otberwife  appeals  m  the 
wurdft  be  rejoiced  end  w asgfed*  3«  Blacks 
$Acr.Ctaf.w L  Lv.46*  And  though  vffosAoj* 
did  not  lie  Chriirsday,  in  the  fame  ftnfe  « 
the  Jem  Taw  it,  by  his  appearing  aftuatty  in 
the  Qdh ;  yet  he  law  it  by  faith  in  Jypw* 
gores,  and  promife,  a*  particularly  in  Mft- 
mztlah*  (Gra.  *W-  lU.)  in  the  appearance 
of  Jehovah  to  him  in  the  plains  of  M amre* 
{;b$p.  xviii*  1-)  in  his  ^Airing  up  of  the  no 
in  Jfrtfc  ftcad  j  and  in  the  pronufe,  that  in 
bh  feed  tU  the  Gctioiti  fff  the  ter  it  fiould  ht 
btfjfid)  (cbnp-  xxii*  i,— iS.) 

|  Perhaps  the  Jem  laid  this,  beczgie  the 
gravity  of  our  Lord's  countenance,  together 
wUh  his  iiflU&ioQi  and  labours,  pvc  him 
rtie  oJ  pea  of  a  man  of  near  fifty,  However, 
tJu:y  tiicjuioiicd  this  ^  intimate,  that 


Trace  he  could  not  be  fo  much  as  deemed  an 
old  man,  it  was  the  more  abford  10  him  to 
talk  of  Abrabem'z  having  feen  him. 

.  $  This  remarkable  change  of  the  phiaft, 
from  J  wr,  to  J  erm*  points  us  to  the  eter¬ 
nal  esifbence  of  Chrift  in  his  divine  nature, 
according  to  the  mo  ft  literal  and  natural  eon* 
ftfuAhm  of  the  words,  which  fern  to  refer 
to  what  1  take  to  have  been  ChriA’s  own 
words  to  Mofes*  bccaufc  the  Father's  vdcc 
was  never  heard*  nor  his  appearance  feu, 
uiufethe  OMl^Aament-difpeiifatfoo,  (Sec 
the  note  on  chap,  v,  $7,)  And  this  makes 
them  a  direft  anfwcr  to  the  Jem  objection 
taken  from  CbriA’s  human  age,  fhews  his 
excellence  above  Aprabsm,  and  is  the  proper 
foundation  of  ail  the  gnat  things  that  he 
had  aflerted  concerning  himfelf  =  AtuL  u  is 

Si  that  the  Jem  under  flood  1dm  in  this 
by  their  taking  up  floats  to  fltmt  hi0f 
ai  appeals  from  the  nest  verfe. 
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to  call  at  him  . 
but  Jctti*  hid 
tuffifcTfjanri  vent 
out  of  the  tem¬ 
pi**  g*?S  ***>' 
the  nidu  of 
them,  andJbpif* 
led  by* 


enraged  againft  him*  and  immediately  all  in  a  harry, 
catched  up  Hones  to  ftone  him  to  death :  Buy  his  time 
being  not  yet  come,  he  prudently  avoided  their  rage  by  * 
concealing  himfelf  from  them  ;  and,  flipping  out  of  the 
temple  through  the  crowd,  he  made  his  efcape* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 


Did  Mvfer  command  that  perfons  gnflty  of  adultery  fhoutd  be  Aimed  to 
death  i  Hour  abominable  then  h  that  flit  1  Hut,  alas  3  how  unlit  arc  enemies  to 
Chrift,  and  allowm  of  tbemfeWes  in  any  iniquity,  to  fliew  a  m\  agamfr  others* 
and  condemn  them  for  theirs  !  Were  they  Jcrioufly  to  examine  thcrafeLvcs*  their 
confcfences  muft  foon  convince  them  of  On,  and  make  them  afraid  of  catting 
the  Grit  ftone :  And  though  judgment  is  not  fpeediiy  executed  agajnft  tranfgref 
fars,  a  time  is  coming*  when  it  fliatt;  and  whin  worfe  miferics  will  come  upon 
them  than  can  be  indited  here;  He  who  ads  the  Saviour's  part  now,  wffl  be 
their  Judge  then,  and  they  that  reject  him  in  the  day  of  his  mercy  here,  (hall  be 
rejected  by  him  in  the  day  of  his  wrath  hereafter:  O  how  will  they  then  feet 
him  in  vain,  and  find  that  they  cannot  get  to  heaven  to  enjoy  him  there!  J&pt 
bkffed  be  Cod  that  light  is  come  into  otir  world  by  Jefua  Chrift*  who  baa  given 
ns  a  clear  revelation  of  the  Father*  and  of  the  way  of  lalvation  by  the  gofpd* 
and  enlightens  dark  fouls  by  Lis  Spirit :  In  an  eftrangement  from  him*  whatfo- 
tveT  knowledge  we  pretend  to  have  of  Qod*  we  (hall  certainly  wander  in  the 
dark  to  our  own  eternal  perdition;  but  they  that  walk  in  his  light,  and  follow 
Us  guidance*  (hail  be  preferred  from  the  douumon  of  Gn,  and  every  dangerous 
error,  and  (ball  fefely  arrive  at  eternal  life:  He  has  laid  it*  and  (hall  he  not  per* 
form  it*  who  is  a  Divine  Ferfon,  infeparable  from  the  Father,  and  is  the  eternal 
Jam-,  whofe  witnefs  concerning  himfelf  is  true*  and  of  equal  authority  with 
the  Father's ;  and  who*  in  his  mediatorial  capacity,  came  from  him*  and  is 
faithful  to  Mm,  honours  him,  and  is  honoured  by  him  ?  How  (afely  m^y  we 
abide  by  bis  teftimony,  and  appeal  to  it*  whenever  any  queftion  may  be  moved 
concerning  him,  who  is  the  fame  that  he  (hid  of  himfelf  from  the  beginning ! 
But  how  infufticTent  is  all  external  evidence  to  bring  an  unregenmte  carnal  heart 
over  to  Chrift; !  And  O  what  blafohemous  contradi&iinumd  reproach  did  he  un* 
dergo  from  tinners  1  They  (hamcfully  difhonoured  him,  bccaufe  he  honoured 
Jus  Father  And  reproved  them ;  and  they  intuited  him*  as  if  be  were  a  madman* 
and  pofleded  with  the  devil*  while  they  tbem&lves  were  guilty  of  the  greateft. 
maduefc*  and  were  aduated  by  the  power  of  Satan :  But  his  innocence  was  his 
protection  ;  and  with  what  mceknefe  did  be  vindicate  himfelf*  and  confute 
them!  What  fignifies  having  Abraham*  or  any  other  godly  perfoo*  for  our 
fathers*  if  we  are  (bangers  to  their  fpirit*  faith*  and  holiuefs  ?  And  how  mon- 
ftrous  is  the  hypocrify*  wickednefe*  and  falfehood  of  feme,  that  are  dependents 
of  religious  parents*  and  pretend  to  daun  under  them*  yea*  that  boaft  of  their 
privileges*  and  even  profefs  to  believe  in  Chrift  himfelf  !  They  are  worldly  (while 
he  is  heavenly*  and  they  naturally  give  a  carnal  turn  to  fpiritual  things;  they 
cannot  understand  or  receive  his  doctrine,  bccaufe  h  is  directly  contrary  to  the 
corrupt  drfpofitions  of  their  own  hearts;  they  arc  of  their  father  the  devil*  and 
hear  his  likenefa,  as  the  father  of  licaandof  all  evil;  they  are  under  the  worft 
of  flavery  to  fin  and  Satan ;  they  harden  themfehca  agaiuft  convtALoDS  ‘of  their 
guilt  and  danger ;  and  if  they  believe  not  in  Chrift,  they  Ihall  die  in  their  fine, 
and  ihall  be  turned  out  of  God's  family*  who  will  difown  them  to  be  bis  chil¬ 
dren!  But  O  the  happinefi  of  true  believers  *  His  word  abides  with  powerful  in¬ 
fluence  in  their  hearts ;  they  know  the  truth  as  H  is  in  Jefoi ;  they  ate  of  God* 
and  bear  the  likenefe  of  their  heavenly  Father ;  they  hear  Chrifrs  words,  and 

obtain 


NOTE, 


*  TMi  he  probably  did,  either  by  hiding  from  other*,  and  Co  dep aired  from  the  lem- 
htmfdf  in  the  crowd  of  his  friends*  or  mi*  pie,  through  the  midfl  of  the  company,  and 
vaeuloufty  catting  a  mitt  before  bis  enemies  got  away  unhurt, 
eyes*  that  they  could  not  diftinguUh  him 
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obtain  the  moft  excellent  freedom  from  him  ;  their  carndl  defires  are  after  him, 
and  they  rejoice  in  the  views  that  their  faith  gives  ibem  of  him ;  they  love  him* 
and  (hall  be  delivered  by  him  from  all  the  miferies  of  eternal  death ;  and  they  are 
the  fptritual  feed  of  Abraham*  and  the  children  of  Cod,  who  fluJI  dv^dl  with 
the  only  begotten  Son  in  hi*  Father’s  houfo  for  tvrr* 


C  H  A  P,  IX. 

Chrifi  gtvts  fight  to  a  man  who  was  born  blindt  t, — 7,  Several  difi 
courfts  on  that  oceafion  among  the  neighbours  them/elves t  and  between 
them  and  this  poor  man9  8,— 12*  Between  the  l*h  art  fete  and  bim9 
13, — 34*  Between  Chrifi  and  him,  35, — 38*  And  between  Chrifi 
and  fame  of  the  Phariices,  39* — 41. 


Text. 

AND,  m  J efits 
palled  byt  he 
faw  a  nuQ  which 
was  blind  from 
bit  birth* 

a  And  his  dif- 
ciptei  asked  him, 
faying.  Mailer, 
who  did  fin,  this 
man,  or  his  pa¬ 
rents,  that  he  was 
born  blind 


3  jobs  an- 
fwtml,  Neither 
hath  this  man 
tfmial,  nor  hi* 
parent*  1  but  that 
the  works  of  Ood 
might 


PARAPHRASE. 

*  A  FTE  R  the  foremeniioned  things,  Jefus,  palling 
along  with  his  difciples,  obferved  a  poor  beggar, 
[ver.  8.)  who  was  quite  dark,  arid  was  known  to  have 
been  bom  blind. 

2  And  the  difciples,  fuppofing  that  this  affiidioti  had 
befallen  him  as  an  extraordinary  judgment,  put  a  nice 
fort  of  queftiom  to  their  Lord  about  him,  faying,  Maf. 
ter,  for  whofe  fault  was  blind nefs  from  the  birth  iofUc* 
ted  on  tbis  man  ?  Was  it  for  any  uncommon  fin  of  his 
own  f  i  or  for  fome  remarkable  crime  of  his  parents, 
before  he  was  born  ? 

3  Jefus,  to  put  a  cheek  upon  a  curious  and  cenfori-. 
ous  temper,  replied},  Though  all  men  are  Goners,  and 
all  aiSidion  is  the'  fruit  of  fin  ;  yet  the  blindnefs  with 
which  this  man  was  bom,  was  not  for  any  particular 
fault,  that  either  be  or  his  parents  had  been  guilty  of, 
more  than  others :  But  it  was  ordered,  by  the  fove  reign, 
wife,  and  holy  providence  of  God,  for  the  manifena* 

tion 


NOTES. 

*  The  difeoorftr,  in  the  two  preceding  fome  other  place,  where  hi*  difdplo  were 
chapters,  were  at  the  feaft  of  libera*-  whh  him,  and  where  tins  nia  fit  begging  \ 
dec,  fabap*  vil.i.);  and  it  fonts  from  and  that  it  w»  on  the  fibbadi-day. 
clftP*  jl  n,  (fie  the  note  I  here)  that  what  f  Their  q  ucllion  fiemt  to  hare  related  to 

follow*  in.  ihi*,  and  the  neat  chapter,  wu  at  fome  perfomil  fin,  which  Ood  fordaw  this 
the  full  of  dedication,  which  wa*  about  man  would  be  guilty  of,  or  which  he  might 
three  month*  after  the  other,  that,  fcpmg  in  he  fuppoftd  to  have  committed,  either  in 
September*  and  tbs  in  Detmrbtr :  And  yet  *  the  womb,  or,  according  to  the  Pjtbaforeea 
the  bft  chapter's  ending,  and  this  beginning  notion,  in  fome  (late  of  pre-otifteocr,  or  in 
with  the  fime  word,  tank*  the  face  of  a  fome  former  body. 

ronneftioQ  of  events,  one  of  which  imme-  |  The  plain  defign  of  Cbtift  here  b,  aw  t* 
diatcly  fnceecdcd  the  other.  Them  it  u  faid,  deny  original  fin,  or  Jay  thing  about  it; 

be  pvffttbji  hertwi  jnd  hot  only  t(>  ^ply  to  fbggefhon,  « 

vajpeg  h*  we  render,  and  *n  be  feffed  if  thi*  man,  or  his  parent*,  were  guilty  of 
he  fiw  1  man,  fre*  However,  theft  fome  greater  fin  than  others*  For  it  could 
part*  of  our  EnngelilFs  hlftory  arc  clofely  no  more  be  fiid  abfolutdy,  that  hi*  parent* 
conncftod,  though  the  fr£ts  were  not  fo  in  had  not  aftoally  finned.  Than  it  could,  that 
time;  and  it  appears  from  w,  a,  fl,  14,  neither  he,  norther  were  under  the  gttUt  and 
that  the  paging  hyt  here  mentioned,  waft  not  power  of  original  luu 
at  thr  umpie,  *s  the  former  w9  but  in 


Jbould  be  Aide 
manii'eft  itt  liiim 


4  I  mnftwofk 
the  works  of  him 
tint  fent  nict 
while  it  is  day: 
the  night  cornets 
wheu  do  man  can 
vufct 
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tion  of  his  own  glory,  (ebap.  xi.  4 <}  in  my  exerting  the 
divine  power  to  work  a  miraculous  cure  on  this  mifer- 
able  objett,  and  thereby  proving  myfeJf  to  be  the  Mef- 
fiah,  who  am  come  to  open  the  eyes  of  them  that  were 
born  both  corporally  and  fpiritually  blind. 

4  I  maft  therefore  improve  the  prefent  opportunity 
for  giving  this  man  his  fight,  as  an  emblem  of  my 
greater  work  of  enlightening  the  minds  of  them  that 
fit  in  dsrknefs,  for  which  my  Father  fent  me:  For  as 
the  day  of  man’s  life  is  the  proper  time  for  buGnefs, 
and  he  can  do  nothing  for  God,  or  the  good  of  others, 
in  the  grave,  to  which  he  is  battening  3  fo  all  the  work 
1  have  to  do,  in  my  own  perfon  on  earth,  for  the  glory 
of  my  Father,  and  the  benefit  of  mens  fouls  and  bodies, 
mult  be  done  out  of  hand,  the  time  of  my  death  com* 
ii)g  on  apace, 

j  Accordingly,  during  my  (hort  abode  in  this  lower 
world,  I  not  only  cure  them  that  are  corporally  blind, 
but  am  rifen  upon  it,  as  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  to 
communicate  the  light  of  truth,  grace,  and  comfort  to 
the  fouls  of  its  inhabitants,  in  healing  beams  for  fpiri* 
tual  fight. 

6  Then  the  blefied  Saviour  proceeded  to  prevent  this 
poor  man  with  the  blcflings  of  his  goodnefs :  And  as 
he  could  work  by  contrary  means,  as  well  as  without 
any,  and  could  exert  the  fame  Almighty  power,  which 
at  firft  formed  the  body  <f  man  out  of  the  dujf  tf  the 
ground)  {Gen.  ii.  7.)  he  fpat  on  the  earth,  and  making 
a  kind  of  fo  ft  clay,  by  a  mixture  of  duft  and  fpittle, 
fprepd  it  on  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man. 

7  And,  having  done  this,  he  ordered  him  to  go  and 
wafli  r,r*ew,.«3»ejf«»)  at  the  pool  of  Siloam%  (fee  the 
note  on  £»&  xiii,  4.)  which  was  a  figure  of  the  king* 
dom  of  Judah ,  and  of  Chrift  their  King,  ( ffa .  viii.  6.) 
and  which  in  the  Hebrew  language  fignifies  Sent)  and 
fo  pointed  to  the  Mefiiah,  whom  God  would  find ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  blind  man,  in  dependence  upon  Chrtd’s 
power,  and  ip  obedience  tp  bis  command,  went  and 
vaflied  his  eyes  *  with  thofe  waters,  and  immediately 
Came  away  feeing,  lijce  other  men. 

8  In  the  mean  time  Jefos  withdrew;  and  at  the  man’s 
returning  with  his  eye-fight,  his  neighbours,  that  had 
long  been  acquainted  with  him,  and  others  that  bad  be¬ 
fore  feen  and  obferved  him  to  be  (tone-blind,  were  a- 
piazed  at  the  fadd^n  alteration  made  upon  him ;  and 

talked 

NOTE, 

*  It  1)  highly  ptubiblf,  tbit  be  did  not  (0  its  w*ter,  his  diltcmper  being  only  in  i|»in  ; 
Into  the  pool,  but  coiy  waihed  bii  eyes  with  and  fo  the  pnpofilion  here  iignifics  atf 


i  As  [sag  is 
1  am  in  the 
'woiLi  I  am  the 
light  of  the 
uorkh 


tf  When  he 
had  thus  rpoken 
he  fpat  on  the 
ground  nd  made 
«|*y  of  the  ipit* 
tie,  and  he  i- 
noimed  the  eyes 
of  the  blind 
ui.h  the  c by. 


j  And  faid 
tin  to  him*  Go 
wilb  in  the  pool 
orSi|oamt(whicJi 
iia  by  interprets  * 
tion*  Soft )  He 
hu  way 
therefore  y  and 
wj£hcdf  bud  cunt 
filing* 


.  S  The  neigh* 
bonrs  therefore, 
fli»4  they  which 
before  had  feen 
him,  that  he  vis 
ldiud,  fa ad.  Is 
net 
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not  tbit  fat  that 
Li  and  begged  i 


P  Some  (aid* 
This  is  be  :  o- 
thers  faU,  He  Is 
like  bin :  fjf 
be  laid,  1  to  bt* 


talked  one  to  another  in  a  different  manner  about  him : 
Some,  not  knowing  wbat  to  think,  laid,  by  way  of  in* 
quiry,  Is  not  this  the  blind  beggar,  who  u£ed  to  Ct  here  ? 

9  Others  laid  poGtirely,  This  is  the  very  lame  man  t 
Others,  unwilling  to  believe  the  miracle,  laid,  He  is 
indeed  exceedingly  like  him;  but  one  perion  may  be 
like  another,  and  finely  it  ta  impoOible  that  this  can  be 
be,  Gnce  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  man’s  being  brought 
to  his  light,  all  on  a  fudden,  who  was  born  blind ;  But 
the  man  bimfelf,  bearing  their  debates  about  him,  de¬ 
clared  to  them  all,  for  the  honour  of  his  great  benefac¬ 
tor,  I  really  am  the  perfon,  who  was  bora  blind,  and 
tried  to  beg  for  my  livelihood. 

to  Upon  this  they  began  to  examine  him  dofcly, 
faying,  If  you  are  the  man  we  mean,  how  comes  it  to 
pals  that  you,  who  was  always  blind  from  your  birth  to 
this  day,  ihould  now  fee  fo  perfe&ly,  all  at  once?  By 
what  means  was  this  done  i 

1 1  He  replied,  A  certain  petfon,  named  Jefus,  came 
up  to  me,  as  I  fat  begging,  and,  taking  pity  on  me, 
made  a  . fort  of  foft  day,  which  be  applied  to  mine  eyes, 
and  then  ordered  me  to  go  and  waQi  it  off  at  the  pool 
of  Siham „■  Accordingly  I  obeyed  his  command,  hoping 
that  it  might  have  fome  good  effed,  and  immediately 
found,  to  my  joyful  furprife,  that  I  could  fee. 

!  z  Then  fome  of  the  company  a  iked  *,  Where  is 
the  man  who  did  this?  Let  us  know,  that  we  may  go 
and  take  the  account  from  him.  'To  which  be  anfwcr- 
ed,  I  really  cannot  tell *,  •  for  1  never  (aw  him,  be  being 
gone  before  I  returned  with  my  eye- fight,  and  1  have 
not  heard  of  him  Gnce. 

13  Some  of  them  being  enraged,  in  dead  of  rejoicing 
at  the  mercy  (hewn  to  him,  who  had  been  blind,  brought 
him  before  the  council,  in  which  were  many  Pkarifeet* 
that,  if  poffible,  the  miracle  might  be  dilproved  which 
had  been  wrought  upon  him- 

14  And  they  were  the  rather  induced  to  do  this,  be- 
caufe  it  was  on  tbe  febbath  that  Jefus  made  ‘the  clay 
and  cured  the  beggar  of  bis  blindnefs,  which  they  fo- 
perfUtioufly  thought  was  a  fervile  work,  and  a  profa¬ 
nation  of  that  holy  day,  and  which  they  knew  would 
jncenfe  the  Pborifte t  againft  him, 

15  As  foon  as  the  man  came  before  the  council,  the 
Pbarifeet  plfo  hoping  that  by  their  fuperior  wifdotn 
they  might  catch  fometbiug  from  him  to  render  the 

whole 

n  o  T  R. 

*  They  tilted  thu,  either  out  of  coriotiry,  ill-will » grin  ft  him,  for  doing  it  on  the  (ab- 
|o  fee  ihewunckrluj  perfon  who  had  wrought  bath-day,  (wr,  14-);  or  out  of  carueft  <Ie- 
fii£h  a  matchiefi  miracle  j  or  opt  of  airy  find  fine  10  be  tbfmiclTO  acquainted  with  hici. 


r»  There  fete 
fcrd  they  uni© 
him,  How  were 
tliiOtt  C¥M  Open¬ 
ed? 


si  HeW’aof* 
ed  and  faid,  A 
that  h  call¬ 
ed  Jefus  made 
cUy,  and  anoint¬ 
ed  minecyes,4nd 
fa  ki  unto  me, 
Co  to  the  pool 
of  Siloam,  and 
wafti:  and! went 
and  wifhed, 

J-nceivtd  fight* 
11  Than  £ud 
the;  unto  him, 
Where  U  he  ?  He 
liud>  1  know  not* 

t)  They  brought 
10  the  Phirifte* 
him  that  afore¬ 
time  vii  blind. 


14  And  It  vii 
the.  _faib  hath -day 
when  Jefus  made 
the  day,  and 
opened  bis  eyu. 


if  Then  a^I> 
tbe  Phviicc*  alio 
ajhd 
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bioi  how 
he  bed  received 
hit  fight.  He 
fiud  ui(o  them* 
He  pot  clay  up¬ 
on  mine  eye% 
tod  1  walked,  and 
<fo  ice. 


*6  Therefore 
Ciid  of  ihe 
FfuriTccs,  Tbit 
man  if  itDCofGod* 
beeanfe  he  keep- 
cth  iKt  the  lab* 
bath-day.  Other* 
faidf  How  cart  a 


whole  affair  fu/picious,  or  to  pot  fome  flur  upon  it,  afk- 
cd  him,  How,  or  by  what  meansj  he  came  to  bia  fight? 
The  man  bonefUy  replied  as  before,  Jefos  came  up  to 
me,  and,  taking  pity  on  me,  Ipread  a  certain  clay  upon 
mine  eyes,  and  theo  ordered  me  to  go  and  wafh  them 
with  the  water  of  Stloam  which  I  accordingly  did  ;  and 
immediately  thereupon,  to  my  great  furprife  and  joy, 
I  could  fee  every  thing  about  me  as  I  now  do. 

16  The  Pharifrts  being  dunned  at  this  anfwer,  Tome 
of  them,  that  were  mod  inveterate  in  their  enmity  to 
jefus,  faid,  Whether  this  account  of  the  matter  be 
true  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  he,  who  is  fpoken  of  as 
working  the  cure,  cannot  be  a  holy  man,  approved  and 
fent  of  God,  becaufe  he  makes  no  conference  of  ob- 

man  ttur  is  a  fin* ,  ferving  the  fabbatb,  as  appears  by  his  doing  tbefe  un* 
cUj  ?  °  there  w<^kson  that  day :  But  others  of  them  who  were 

wu  a  diyijimi  a*  not  fo  ralh  in  their  temper,  faid,  If  we  allow  that  jefus 
■KWjthua.  wrought  this  wonderful  cure,  though  it  were  on  the 
fabbath*day,  we  lhall  never  overthrow  his  authority  a* 
mong  the  people  :  For  it  will  be  faid,  with  a  great  deal 
of  reafoti,  How  is  it  polfible  that  any  wicked  man,  who 
is  difapproved  of  God, (hould  perform  any  miracles,  fo 
great  and  merciful  as  this  ?  Let  us  therefore  more  tho¬ 
roughly  examine  the  fad  ttfelf,  and  fee  whether  there 
be  no  fraud  in  It ;  And  fo  they  were  divided  in  tbeir 
own  judgment  and  debates  about  this  affair. 

17  Hereupon  fome  of  the  counfel  faid  to  the  man 
that  had  been  blind,  'What  is  your  opinion  of  this  per- 
fon,  fince,  as  you  tell  us,  he  has  given  you  the  rife  of 
your  eyes  ?  Did  he  really  do  ji  ?  If  Be  did,  what  are  your 
thoughts  about  him*?  The  man  replied.  From  what 
experience  I  have  had,  and  from  the  belt  judgment  { 
am  able  to  form  upon  it,  I  cannot  but  conclude  that  he 
is,  at  lead,  a  holy  prophet  fent  from  God. 

18  But  lome  of  thefe  rulers  of  the  Jemt  finding 
that'  the  man  fpoke  fo  much  like  a  friend  of  Cbrift, 
would  not  believe  that  he  was  born  blind,  or  had  really 
received  any  cure  from  him,  till  they  fent  for  his  father 
and  mother,  that  they  might  ay  what  they  could  learn 
from  them  about  him. 

19  And  when  his  parents  appeared  before  them, 
they  ftri&ly  examined  them,  laying.  Let  us  hear  what 

.  7e 

T  B. 

they  mty  be  confideied  as  two  qucftbns* 
thus,  Whet  furcft  thou  of  turn  ?  Daft  thou 
67  that  he  Bai  opened  thine  eye*?  end 
therefore  I  hare  taken  both  fenfa  into  the 
Paraphrift.  : 


17  They  fry 
auto  the  btiud 
lOU  again, Wiist 
tiycfl  thou  of 
him,  that 
hath  opened 
thine  eyes  *  He 
JaU,  lie  i*  a  pro¬ 
phet. 

18  ^  But  the 
Tews  dtd  not  be¬ 
lieve  cnnrtniing 
him*  that  he  had 
been  blind,  ?nd 
received  his  fight* 
until  they  railed 
the  parents  of 
him  thar  had  re¬ 
ceived  his  fight, 

*9  And  they 
asked  them,  fry  * 
i"£a 

H  O 

*  Thefe  words  may  he  taken  other  as  a 
fingtc  quefikm  thus.  What  fayeft  thou  of 
trim,  ftcing  chat  he  has  opened  thine  eyes? 
und  lb  they  may  be  confidcrcd  as  the  qix^ 
tifrti  of  fome  that  had  favourable  thoughts  of 
OhrlUj  and  took  Lite  faQ  for  gamed :  Or 


Cfa.  ix. 

iQgf  Is  this  your 
fou,  who  yc 
was  bom  blind ! 
how  then  doth 
ho  dow  ice  f 


j«  Hit  parent* 
anl'wctcd  them, 
fikl  t  We 
know  chat  this  is 
urn  fonf  and  Hut 
he  w*s  Uim 
blind ; 

ii  But  bj  whit 
mean*  be  now 
tfrcih,  we  know 
not;  or  who  bath 
opeotd  his  ryes, 
we  know  nor:  Ire 
u  of  age;  «*fc 
him  *  he  fliall 
fpeak  for  bimidf. 

nThde  words 
fpakehi*  parent*, 
beciofc  they  fcu> 
ed  the  Jews :  for 
the  Jew*  had  »- 
Arced  already, 
Diot  If  any  man 
did  canfeu  that 
he  was  Chrifl*  k 
JhooLd  be  pox  oat 
of  ihc  fypagagize* 


i;  Therefor? 
ftid  hn  parent*. 
He  is  of  age j  ask 
him. 


i-4  Then  again 
tailed  they  the 
man  that  was 
blind,  and  faid 
nuto  -him,  Grre 
God  tbc  praifo; 
we  knew  that 
jhii  man  U  a  fm- 
per- 


j  *Ht  aniwer* 
pdfaid,  Whe» 
:  he  be  a  fin¬ 
er  0«|  (know 
pot; 
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ye  can  tell  as  about  this  poor  man  ?  Do  ye  aver  that 
this  is  your  fan,  who,  it  feems,  ye  pretend  was  born 
blind  ?  If  ye  are  fore  that  this  is  be,  we  afle  you.  How 
came  he  to  have  his  fight  now  i  or  by  what  means  did 
he  obtain  it  ? 

xo.  His  parents,  being  poor  and  timorous,  replied 
with  great  caution,  Wc  cannot  but  befure  that  this  is 
our  own  fan,  and  have  known  to  our  forrow,  chat  he 
was  ftone- blind  from  his  birth  till  this  time. 

21  But  how,  or  by  whole  operation,  be  now  is 
brought  to  his  Cght  is  as  ftrange  to  us  as  it  can  be  to 
you }  we  being  abfent  when  it  was  done :  He  is  belt 
able  to  give  an  account  of  thefe  things  himfelf,  and  is 
of  competent  years  and  underftanding  to  do  it :  Be 
pleafed  therefore  to  inquire  of  him  j  no  doubt  but  he 
will  give  you  full  fatis faction. 

22  His  parents,  inftead  of  having  the  gratitude 
and  courage  to  own  what  they  knew  of  the  enre,  Unit¬ 
ed  it  ofF  in  this  manner,  becanfe  they  were  finfully  a- 
fraid  of  incurring  the  difpleafure  of  the  court:  For  they 
had  heard  that  the  Jrwijb  fknhedrira  had  already  Ihcwrt 
fuch  a  malicious  fpirit  againft  Jefus,  as  to  pals  a  -  law, 
that  whoever  fliould  own  him  to  be  tbe  Mefliah,  fliould 
be  forbid  entrance  into  the  frnagogue,  and  be  exclu¬ 
ded,  as  an  apoftatt,  from  all  the  liberties  and  privileges 
of  the  church  and  commonwealth  of  ffraei.  (See  the 
note  on  vtr .  34-) 

23  The  man's  parents,  therefore,  fearing  that,  if  they 
declared  their  own  thoughts  about  Chrift’s  having  heal¬ 
ed  him,  it  might  be  conftrued  as  an  intimation,  that 
they  believed  him  to  be  tbe  Mefliah,  turned  off  the  an* 
fwer  from  themfeives  to  their  fon,  faying,  He  is  old  c- 
nough  to  fpeak  for  himfelf  i  pleafe  to  take  the  account 
from  his  own  mouth, 

24  Then  the  council,  finding  that  they  could  get 
nothing  out  of  his  father  and  mother,  to  difprove  the 
miracle,  applied  again  to  tbe  man  who  had  been  blind, 
faying,  If  you  really  was  perfectly  dark  from  your  birth, 
and  have  been  brought  to  your  fight  in  the  manner  you 
fpeak  of,  it  is  a  wonderful  work  of  God,  and  you 
ought  to  give  him  the  entire  glory  of  it,  and  not  think 
that  Jefus  contributed  any  thing  toward  it :  For  we  are 
fure  that  he  is  a  wicked  man,  for  having  done,  and  or¬ 
dered  you  to  do  fuch  things  on  the  fabbath-day,  as  are 
a  downright  profanation  of  it.  {vtr,  16.)  ■ 

2;  The  man  replied,  I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  de¬ 
termine  about  his  being  a  wicked  man,  or  not,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  having,  as  ye  fay,  broke  the  law  of  the 

labbath 


5*0 


The  Evangefifl  Johh  paraphraftfL  Ch.  i*» 


not:  one  thing  1 
know ,  that  , 
vhcrot  I  was 
Mind,  dow  I  fee* 


iff  Then  find 
rtwy  to  him  *- 
pin,  ffiwt  did 


Be  ro  thec 
opened  he 
eye** 


how 

thine 


17  HcanfWrr* 
td  them,  I  luve 
told  yuu  alrcidy, 
and  ye  did  not 
hear :  wherefore 
maid  ye  hear  it 
again  wilt  ye  al* 

4b  be  his di triples* 


iS  Then  they 
ipiih-d  him,  and 
(aid,  .  Thou  in 
bitdifriple:  hit 
we  are  Motet* 
diftiple*. 


ip  We  know 
that  God  fpate 
utito  MoJci :  as 
for  this  fdlow, 
«c  know  doc 


fihbath  ;  if  he  be  a  tranfgrefler,  I  .  do  not  know  it*  : 
But  this  one  thing  I  am  very  fure  of,  that  whereas  i 
was  quite  blind  all  along  from  my  birth  before,  I  now 
clearly  fee. 

1 6  Then  the  council  being  at  a  lots  what  to  fay  a- 
gainft  the  miracle,  and  yet  fefolved  not  to  own  it,  re* 
examined  the  man,  in  hopes  that,  through  furprize  and 
fear,  be  might  fome  way  or  other  faulter  in  bis  evidence ; 
Therefore  they  laid  to  him.  Let  us  hear  your  rehearfe 
over  again  what  Jefusdid  to  you,  and  in  what  manner 
you  received  your  fight. 

27  The  man  perceiving  their  obftinate  and  unreason¬ 
able  prejudices,  and  that  they  only  wanted  to  baffle  him, 
anfwercd  them,  I  have  already  told  you  the  whole  of 
the  cafe,  as  punctually  as  I  was  able,  and  ye  would  not 
be  convinced  or  fatisned :  To  what  purpofe  (hould  I  re¬ 
peat  the  fame  things  over  again  ?  What,  Sirs,  have  ye 
at  length  a  mind  to  become  his  difciples  ?  If  fo,  I  would 
gladly  tell  you  the  delightful  (lory,  as  often  as  ye  pkafcf 
but  if  not,  Why  fhould  ye  defire  to  hear  any  more  of  it  ? 

20  ’lli cn  the  council,  being  highly  provoked  at  thefe 
laft  words,  broke  out  into  2  pa  (Ron,  and  began  to  fall 
foul  upon  him,  faying,  in  a  contemptuous  aud  taunt¬ 
ing  manner.  We  his  difciples !  No,  we  fcom  your 
words :  You  indeed,  as  we  fufpe&ed  all  along  from 
your  management,  are  one  of  this  man’s  difciples;  and 
none  but  fuch  forry  wretches,  as  yourfelf,  would  ever 
own  him ;  but  we,  whom  you  ought  ro  receive  as  your 
guides  in  religion,  and  to  rreatwith  more  reverence 
and  refped,  than  to  give  us  fuch  a  faucy  anfwer,  are 
the  faithful  difciples  of  Ikedfaftly  adhering  to  the 

doflrines  of  that  great  man  of  God,  and  famous  law* 
giver  of  JfrccL 

29  We  are  well  allured,  by  undoubted  teflimonies, 
that  God  himfclf  fpake  to  Mofes  face  to  face,  and  by 
him  delivered  the  law  to  us :  But  as  for  this  obfcuie, 
worth  Ids  fellow,  (as  they  impioully  called  our  hleffcd 
Lord)  whom  you  are  fofond  of,  and  hy  whofe  deceits 
you  are  fo  eaGly  impofed  upon,  none  knows  f  who  or 

what 


NOTES. 

•  Thu*  the  words  may  he  rendered,  {*  that,  right  or  wrong,  his  enemies  ttfolved 
tut  If  he  is  a  tinner  I  to  ran  him  down,  ind,  without  any  fonplc, 
do  dot  know  it;  thereto?  inti  anting  that  h t  would  talk  contradiAion*  to  ferve  a  turn, 
had  other  thoughts  of  him.  lodalGrmor  deny  the  fame  ihine,  or  any 

f  The  people  M  4  link  before  objetied  thiDg,  rather  than  not  oppok  him*  But  the 
agpuift  jciWs  fatiog  the  Mcflwh,  becanfe*  truth  if,  they  all  did*  or  cafily  might  know 
Ja*l  they,  We  kjrrw  tti r  mart  wheoee  bets;  but  his  human  original  ;  and  thcunfearcnaWtnrf* 
Wflg  Cbrij*  comes*  m  than  kwnis  whence  he  of  hifmvrition  3$  a  Divine  Pcrfon,  wbufe 
is*  {(bap*  17,  foe  (he  note  ihcte.)  Aod  goings  forth  were  of  old  from  OTterLrfinj*  was 
here  fi*e  btaaufe  to  far  from  being  an  argument  agunCL  that  it 

fcj  they*  wcImw  xtffnm  wUnct  hi  U:  So  waiaBarguracmforhisDcing  theuue  Mefiolh 


.  CK  k. 


from  whence  he 
if* 

30  The  man 
an  fared  andfaid 
ujicodtciDt  Whyt 
hemn  tf  a  mn* 
vdloDStbin^thit 
ye  know  not 
from  whence  he 
island  yet  lie  hath 
fpeied  mine 
cyeft* 

31  Na>w  we 
kn^w  that  God 
heareth  not  fin* 
nm;  but  if  any 
luanbc&worihip* 
per  of  God,  and 
doth  Lis  will,  him 
he  hcarcthi 


3t  Since  tlic 
world  began  was 
it  not  heard  that 
any  man  opened 
the  eycf  of  one 
that  was  boru 
blind. 


33  lfrhb  man 
were  hoc:  of  God 
he  amid  do  no* 
(hiog. 


34  They  an* 
fared  and  faul 
unto  him,  Tito u 
waft  iLtogethor 
boru  io  fio* »  and 
doit 
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what  he  is,  or  from  whom  he  received  hit  pretended 
authority. 

30  The  man  replied,  Why,  Sin,  it  is  a  Curprizing 
thing,  that  perfons  of  your  learning  and  fagacity  ihould 
know  nothing  of  his  original  and  authority,  and  yet  that 
he  Ihould  lb  miraculously. give  me  fight,  who  was  born 
blind:  Tis  really  amazing  to  me,  that  ye  Ihould  count 
him  a  contemptible  ill  man,  or  Ihould  fuppofe  that  he 
has  no  authority  from  God, 

31  For  we  all,  and  cfpecially  ye  our  rulers  and  teach¬ 
ers,  are  well  allured,  that  God  thews  no  peculiar  favour 
to  wicked  men,  and  wilt  not  hear  their  prayers,  while 
they  carry  on  bafe  defigns  agatnft  him ;  much  lefs  wilt 
he  own  importers  by  giving  them  a  power  of  working  ' 
any  miracles  in  confirmation  of  their  doctrine :  But  if 
any  man  be  a  faithful  fervant  of  God,  doing  the  things 
which  are  pleating  in  bis  light,  we  juftly  conclude  that 
he  will  hear  and  honour  him  ;  and  God's  enabling  a 
perfon  to  perform  the  greateft  of  miracles,  as  the  pro- 
fefled  credentials  of  his  com  million,  has  always  been 
accounted  an  attertation  from  heaven;  that  he  is  a  holy 
man,  and  a  prophet  of  the  Lord. 

32  Now  it  is  a  wonderful  miracle  which  Jefus  has 
wrought  upon  me;  and  after  all  the  inquiries  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  I  could  never  hear,  that  any  pbyfi- 
ctan,  hy  human  art,  or  that  Mofes  himCelf,  or  any  other 
of  the  prophets,  by  fupernatural  operation,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  to  this  day,  ever  gave  fight  to 
one  wbo  was  born  blind,  and  continued  perfectly  dark 
till  he  arrived  to  man's  ertate. 

33  If  therefore  Jefus  were  not  a  holy  man,  and  a 
prophet  fent  from  God,  and  owned  by  him,  he  could 
never  have  done  any  miraculous  work,  much  Ids  one 
fo  extraordinary,  matchlefs  and  merciful  as  this,  in 
confirmation  of  his  doftrine  and  authority:  And,  ,as 
far  as  I  fee,  we  mull  deny  the  divine  comtniffion  of  ail 
the  prophets  that  went  before  him,  if  we  difown  his. 

34  The  proud  Phartfissj  not  being  able  to  refute  the 
man's  ciofe  and  pointed  reafoning,  nor  to  hear  that 
fuch  an  one  as  he  Ihould  prefume  in  this  manner  to  argue 
again  ft  them,  loft  all  patience,  ami  anfwercd  him  with 
bitter  reproaches,  and  in  a  hulf,  faying,  You  are  a  fil¬ 
ly,  rude,  and  bafe  Fellow,  who  have  indeed  had  an  un¬ 
commonly  blind  and  vicious  foul  from  your  birth  ;  and, 
if  what  you  (ay  of  yourfelf  be  true,  your  coming  into 
the  world  corporally  blind,  and  ever  Cnee  rt rolling  a** 
bout  with  iopfe  and  wicked  beggars,  has  been  a  plain 
figu  and  punilhmcut  of  it.  And  what !  do  you  po  a- 
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C3i.it, 


he  Aid  goto  bin, 
Doft  thou  believe 
ou  the  Sod  of 
Cod? 

34  He  an  Over* 
cd  and  Ikldj  Who 
Ubc,  Lord*  that 


daft  tbn  lack  bout  to  difpute  with  and  iaftraft  a?,  who  are  the  guide* 
Ujih-And  tthe*  an(^  ru^crB  of  the  church,  and  the  chief  men  of  the 
e  *  m  '  day  for  wifdom,  fao&ity,  and  authority  ?  And  having 
thus  infulted  and  reviled  him,  they  went  even  heyond 
the  fevere  law  which  they  had  lately  made  againft  own¬ 
ing  Jefus  to  he  the  Chrift,  (vrr.  22.)  and  *  excommuni¬ 
cated  this  man  only  for  pleading  that  he  was  a  prophet, 
arjefiw hard  35  Out  Lord,  hearing  that  they  had  call  the  poor 
v,hcy  ^  man  out  of  the  fynagogue  for  hi*  lake,  took  the  firlt  op- 
uid.  when°°he  portunity  of  feeking  after  him,  (thereby  (hewing  how 
hull  fond  him,  forward  he  is  to  own  and  encourage  them  that  Hand  up 
for  him)  and  meeting  with  him,  laid,  Do  you  believe 
in  the  promifed  Meffiah,  who  is  the  Son  of  God  ? 

36  The  man,  glad  to  hear  of  the  Meffiah,  replied 
with  great  earneltnds,  Sir,  I  do  verily  believe  that  he 
_  _  will  foon  appear)  and  if  he  he  already  come,  pray* tell 

1  might  believe  me  which  is  he,  and  wherbl  may  find  him,  that  l  may 
an  him  1  fix  my  faith  or  him,  and  may  be  one  of  his  difeiptes. 

it  And  jefns  37  Then  Jefus  manifested  himfelf  to  him  a*  he 
£!**  “!“«  .  did  not  to  the  world,  faying.  He  is  nearer  to  you  than 
ften  him,  and  it  7oa  are  #wsre  of ;  you  have  already  experienced  his 
is  he  that  taikob  great  power  and  gootuiefs,  in  opening  the  eyes  of  your 
with ebce.  body,  and  of  your  mind  too;  it  is  he,  whom  you 
now  have  feen,  and  who  is  converting  with  you. 

3S  Andhefiij,  .  38  Hereupon  the  poor  man  cried,  in  a  rapture  of 
joy,  Lord,  I  do  heartily  believe,  that  thou  art  indeed 
prf  hun.WCr  P'  *be  Son  of  God,  and  the  only  Saviour  of  Ifratl,  who 
art  come  toopen  the  eyes  of  the  hlind,  and  to  give 
light  to  them  that  fit  in  darknel* :  And  immediately, 
in  teftimony  of  his  faith,  he  fell  down  before  him, 
and  paid  divine  adoration  to  him,  as  his  Lord  and  Sa¬ 
viour. 

»  39  And  Jcfus>  according  to  his  cuftom  of  improving 

mn’t  i  liota  prefent  occurrences,  faid,  I  am  come  into  the  world  to 
iou  tbit  world:  eftablilh  a  rule  of  judgment,  to  alter  the  Hate  of  the 
lluI  church,  to  try  men’s  fpirits,  and  by  diltinguilhing 
grace  to  feparate  the  precious  from  the  vile :  I  am  come, 
in  the  adminiftration  of  my  kingdom,  to  open  not  on¬ 
ly  men’s  bodily  eyes,  but  hkewife  the  eyes  of  their  un- 
demanding,  who  are  really  ignorant  of  the  way  of  fal- 
vation,  and  defirous  to  be  taught  it :  And  I  am  come, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  prove  them  to  be  fpiritually  blind, 

and 

NOTE. 

fT*  Cajfatg  0*1  of  Ur  Hgnificd  »■  eluded  fn>o  aDy  entrance  into  the  fyntgojae, 

communfatign,  wbicn  was  principally  of  and  from  all  religious  and  dvil  privilege*  ic. 
two  torn  among  the  Jm.  One  the  Ids,  the  church  and  commonwealth  of  ljratt* 
called  filUUuii  which  fepanted  the  party  Kid.  Stld.  if  Sj«rir.  Ltb.  I,  cap  vii.  And 
from  the  congregation  and  Today  of  Jfratl  when  it  is  fila  of  this  man,  tgtCiXcr 
tone  cubits,' for  thirty  days.  The  other.  llej  cifi  tim  c:/l,  itfetnis  as  if  it  were  by 
caQed  (Shrew,  was  the  greater,  which  a-  the  greater  cxccis mnnintiob. 
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and  to  feal  tkm  up  under  their  own  ftupidity  and  per- 
verfenefs,  who  pretend  to  be  wife  enough  already,  ^nd 
therefore  obftinately  (hut  their  eyes  againft  the  light  of 
my  word:  Meaning,  that  thus  it  would  be  with  refpnSt 
to  particular  perfons,  Pbariftes  and  others,  and  with 
reipe£t  to  the  nations  of  Gentiles  and  Jews. 

40  Then  fome  of  the  Pbarijees ,  that  were  prcfent 
and  heard  this,  taking  it  as  deGgned  particularly  a* 
gainft  thcmfekes,  and  as  a  gro(s  affront  and  refiewon 
upon  them,  faid  to  him,  in  a  way  of  difdain,  What, 
dare  you  fuggeft  that  we,  who  are  guides  to  the  blind* 
and  whofe  lips  prelerve  knowledge,  are  as  ftupidly  ig- 
norant  as  the  common  people  that  know  not  the  law  ? 

41  Our  Lord  replied,  If  ye  really  were  as  ignorant, 
and  as  fenfible  of  it,  as  many  of  them  are,  ye  would, 
comparatkely  fpcaking,  have  no  Gn,  or  at  lead  none  fo 
heinous,  as  ye  now  have  in  defpiGng  me  ;  and  ye  would 
be  in  a  hopeful  way  of  deliverance  from  all  your  Gdb, 
through  faith  in  me :  Bat  while  ye  are  fo  felf-concdted, 
as  to  imagine  that  ye  know  enough  already,  and  Deed 
no  further  inftruftion,  and  (b  reject  me,  notwithJhnd- 
ing  all  that  I  have  laid  and  done  among  you,  your.  Gn 
is  attended  with  the  high  eft  aggravations,  and  ye  re¬ 
main  under  its  guilt  and  power,  without  any  likelihood 
of  its  ever  being  removed, 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  cautious  Hi  os  Id  we  be  of  indulging  curiofity  about  God’s  dil^enlations, 
and  of  uncharitably  ceufuring  others,  becaufe  of  the  afflictions  that  befal  them? 
Though  they  are  finners  in  common  with  aB  mankind,  they  may  be  under  no 
peculiar  aggravated  guilt,  more  than  others :  But  God  is  righteous  in  his  moft 
awful  proceedings,  and  will  tnrn  them^ne  way  or  other  to  his  own  glory*  And 
O  how  wonderful  is  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift  toward  the  unworthy  and 
the  dlftrefled  1  He  presents  them  with  the  riches  of  his  goojdnels,  and  can  eafily 
work  faWatiou  for  them  in  whatibcviT  way  he  pieafes;  but  they  are  to  obfcrve 
his  own  appointments  for  it.  In  obedience  to  ms  authority,  and  in  faith  and  hope 
of  his  making  them  dfeftual,  whether  they  can  fee  the  reafons  of 'his  orders, 
and  their  likelihood  to  anfwer  their  end,  or  not.  What  blefled  experience  will 
he  give  fuch  fouls  of  his  power  and  mercy  I  He  will  enable  them  to  think  and 
fpcak  honourably  of  him,  till  at  length  be  will  plainly  difeover  himfeif  to  them, 
and  they  (ball  be  brought  to  adore  apd  worlhip  him;  and  if  they  are  call  out  of 
the  favour  of  men  for  his  lake,  be  will  take  them  into  his  (pedal  care,  and  deal 
the  more  kindly  with  them.  Happy  fools,  who  were  once  blind,  but  now  (ee  1 
How  ready  fltould  they  be  to  own  their  former  deplorable  circumftanccs,  and 
the  wonderful  change  which  Chrift  has  made  upon  them !  How  ibould  they  re¬ 
joice  in  it,  and  abide  by  their  tdlimony  to  him,  what  (never  oppotition 
and  contempt  others  may  (hew  in  diluting  againft  it!  He  will  own  and 
honour  their  words  to  the  condition  of  bu  enemies;  and  they  thciufelvcs  may 
hope  to  be  fkill  further  acquainted  with  him.  Bur  they  who,  like  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  the  blind  man,  are  afraid  and  ihy  of  owning  what  they  believe  con¬ 
cern  iur  Chrift,  have  do  room  to  think  that  be  will  own  them*  And  O  how 
lueXcuCiblc  and  dreadful  is  their  condition,  whofe  hearts  are  tilled  w’th  en- 


Cfa.  ii- 

that  they  which 
Tee  no*  might 
fte;  jindthttlhcy 
which  fee,  might 
be  made  blind. 


40  And 
4>f  the  fhui  fees 
which  were  wkh 
him  heard  thefc 
words  t  and  fiid 
onto  him.  Ate  we 
blind  aUb  ? 


41  Jcfus  faid 
unco  them,  If 
ye  were  blind  yt 
iliooid  hare  no 
fro  ;  but  bow  ye 
fey,  Wo  fee ; 
therefore  your  fin 
rtmainctlu 
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mlty  againft  him,  notwithstanding  the  platncft  tefti monies  that  are  given  to 
him,  and  wfyo»  under  pretence  of  (acred  zeal  for  fopcrflitipua  ntee,  and  of 
giving  all  glory  to  God,  upbraid  the  hleflcd  Saviour  himfelf !  Though  they 
may  be  filenced,  they  are  never  fatisfied :  And  the  higher  evidence  they  re* 
ceive,  the  more  they  are  Engaged :  What  can  be  expected,  but  that  they 
fhould  be  delivered  up  by  the  righteous  God  to  judicial  Mindntfe?  And  the 
higher  opinion  they  have  of  their  own  underftandiD^s,  the  greater  is  their 
guilt,  and  thetr  danger  of  never  being  enlightened  in  the  things  that  belong 
to  thdr  cverlafting  peace.  But  what  encouraging  ground  of  hope  is  there 
for  thole,  that  are  truly  fenfible  of  their  own  ignorance,  and  need  of  ia- 
firuflion  1  Jefus,  according  to  ancient  prophecies  of  the  Mefliah,  is  come  to 
open  their  blind  eyes,  and  to  give  them  the  knowledge  of  hfrn&lf:  And 
they,  being  enlightened^  by  him,  ihoutd,  after  his  example,  be  working  for 
God,  while  their  capacities,  opportunities,  and  live#  arc  continued,  doing  all 
that  in  them  lyes  for  his  glory,  and  the  good  of  others,  before  the  night  of 
death  comes,  which  will  put  an  end  to  all  their  frrricte,  u  well  as  Fuller* 
logs  in  this  world;  and  then  the  places  that  know  them  now,  (hail  know 
them  no  more. 


CHAP.  X. 

Cbriji  the  door  and  the  Jbepbcrd  of  the  Jheep s  1, — 18. .  Different  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  people  concerning  him *  19, — at.  his  iifpvtes  with  the 
Jews  about  bis  being  the  Chrifi^  and  equal  with  Codf  22 > — 38.  His 
sfc&ping  their  furyf  and  returning  back  beyond  Jordan,  39, — 4a. 


Text. 

Y^riiy  verily  I 
fay  onto  yon. 
He  ih*t  entered* 
not  by  the  door 
into  the  beep- 
fold,  but  climt^ 
eth  up  fame  ou¬ 
tlier  viy,  the 
fame  U  a  thief 
and  a  robber. 


%  But  he  that 
eateveth  in  by 
the  door  i*  the 
fhephetd  of  the 
flirty* 


Paraphrase. 

AIJR  tlefled  Saviour  having  reproved  the  Phariftes 
as  tUnd  guides,  while  they  boafted  of  their  know¬ 
ledge  and  flcill  in  the  law,  (chap.  ix.  39, — 41.  warned 
the  people,  in  a  parabolical  way,  againft  thefe  and  all 
fuch  conceited  falfe  teachers,  and  directed  them  to  him¬ 
felf,  who  had  been  traduced  as  an  impoftor.  I,  faid 
be,  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  truc'Wiinefs,  folemnly 
aflhre  yon,  that  as  a  man,  who  do  not  go  in  at  the 
door  of  a  fheepfold,  but  climbs  over  the  fence,  is  juft- 
ly  deemed  a  thief,  that  comes  to  ileal  away,  and  deftroy 
the  fheep  :  So  all  that  pretend  to  be  the  pallors  of  the 
flock  of  God,  which  be  gathers  into  his  church,  as  bis 
fold,  and  do  not  come  into  that  office  according  to  his 
appointment,  hut  by  methods  of  their  own  deviling ; 
all  thefe  are  intruders  and  feducers,  who,  iuilead  of 
feeding  and  taking  care  of  the  flieep,  come  to  rob  God 
of  his  authority  over  them,  and  property  in  them,  and 
to  pervert  and  deftroy  their  fouls,  , 

2  But  as  a  man,  who  regularly  goes  in  at  the  door 
of  tbe  fheepfold,  to  manage  the  fheep,  is  to  be  dleem- 
ed  as  their  real  Ihepherd  :  So  he,  who  with  right  prin¬ 
ciples  and  ends,  and  in  the  method  of  God’s  appoint¬ 
ment,  enters  upon  the  work  of  feeding  and  guiding  the 

Church, 
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Church,  and  leading  them  into  the  only  true  way  of 
falvation,  is  qualified,  and  has  a  right  to  be  their  pallor  \ 
and  be  will  take  care  of  them,  who  may  fitly  be  com¬ 
pared  to  fheep,  as  they  are  a  peculiar  property,  a  deaf 
charge  and  living  treafure;  and  as  they  are  cleanly 
and  tradable,  meek  and  patient,  harmlefs  and  cau¬ 
tious,  timorous  andexpofed,  and.  yet  focial  and  ufcful 
creatures. 

1  To  him  the  3  As  the  door-keeper  gives  ready  admiffion  to  thd 
Sr+TZ-;  fh^pherd,  and  his  fheep  are  acquainted  with  his  voice, 
hear  hu  voice  j  who  calls  them  by  their  feveral  names,  .and  leads  them 
and  he  nllah  out  to  the  pafture }  fo  God  gives  all  authority  to  the 
true  Shepherd,  and  by  his  Spirit,  and -the  mini  dry  of 
cih  them  out  his  fer  varus,  opens  the  hearts  of  his  people  to  receive 

him  "  ;  and  they  are  taught  to  underftaDd  and  diftin- 
guifh  his  voice  in. the  gofpel :  And*  being  his  peculiar 
charge  and  property,  he  calls  them  by  grace,  one  after 
another,  as  particularly  as  if.  it  were  by  name ;  and 
then  leads  them  into  the  good  pafture,  which  be  has 
provided  for  them  in  his  word  and  ordinances. 

4  And,  when  4  And  as  yhen  the  fliepherd  brings  forth  his  fheep, 
he  puiteth  forth  he,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  thefe  eaftem  nations, 
he  gpah  boon  walks  before  them,  and  they  go  after  him,  and  are  go- 
tliem,  and  the  verned  hy  him,  becaufe  they  are  acquainted  with  bis 
jbeep  follow  him:  voice  i  So  whetf  the  great  Shepherd  leads  his  own  fheep 
hi*  voiced  W  *n  paths  of  rigbteoufhcfc,  fbr  their  fpiritual  food,  and 
refrefhment,  he  fhews  them  the  way  they  Ihould  go, 
hy.bis  own  iuftru&ion  and  example,  and  they  willingly 
yield  tbemfelvcs  up  to  bis  authority,  and  tread  in  his 
Heps,  becauie  they  underftand  and  approve  of  hia 
teachings,  and  can  diftinguifh  them  from  all  others* 

.  y  And  a  Ono-  5  But  (*)  as  the  fheep  will  not  go  out  after  a  ftrange 
m  will  they  not  Q^y,  but,  .on  the  contrary,  will  run  away  from  him, 
f\ct  from  him ;  became  they  arc  unacquainted  with  his  voice,  be  being  a 
for  they  know  ft  ranger  to  them ;  lb  the  people  of  God,  who  are  cho- 
of  fto  end  called  to  be  the  fheep  of  his  pafture,  will  hy 

mjictl  no  means  be  prevailed  upon  to  hearken  and  adhere  to 

.  the-unfcripturaldo&rines,  and  bad  example  of  uncom- 
mifiioned  falfe  teachers,  that  would  pervert  them}  but 
will  be  upon  their  guard,  and  keep  at  the  utmoft  dis¬ 
tance  from  them,  becaufe  they  perceive  that  their  cor¬ 
rupt  principles  and  practices  do  not  lead  them  into  the 
right  way  of  falvation. 

«  Thi*  panhi*  (5  The  Mefled  Jefus  delivered  himfelf  in  this  paraho- 
fy&t  jdi»  unco  ]'1C3]  ftraln  to  the  Pbarifets ,  defigtting  thereby  to  fee 
*  forth 

NOTE. 

*Aj  feme  refer  this  to  Ood  the  Father,  ft  ring  feranta,  |  have  taken  them  all  into 
others  to  his  Spirit,  and  others  to  his  mini-  the  Paiaphnle. 

Vot.  II,  f  B  b 
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wfeat  thl they 
were  which  he 
Jpifce  out?  them. 


7  Thetr  AM 
Jtfus  unto  them 
agsin,  Verily  wrl' 
ly  I  fry  unto  you* 


S  AH  tint  trer 
Came  before  M 
in  thieves  and 
robber* :  but  the 
Atcep  did  not 
fete  dkcm. 


b«  they  forth  his  own  authority,  and  to  overthrow  theirs,  toge- 
ABdcrffiDod  .  not  tj,er  wjth  that  ol  all  other  corrupt  teachers :  But  as  he 
had  not  given  a  particular  explication  of  his  meaning* 
and  they  were  ei-remely  opinionated  of  themfelves, 
and  prejudiced  againfthim,  they  did  not  take  in  the 
drift  of  his  difeourfe. 

7  Then  our  Lord  farther  added,  I,  who  am  faith¬ 
ful  and  true,  allure  you,  that  1  am  the  door  of  falva- 

_  tion,  and  of  God's  ftteepfoid  ■$  the  only  way  to  eternal 

i'am  the  Aaorof  life,  .and  the  only  onei  by  whom  mini  tiers  and  people 
L  can  have  admiffion  into  the  gofpe  1-church,  that  the  one 

may  have  authority  to  exercife  office- power  in  it,-  and 
the  other  may  be  partakers  of  its  Ipiritual  privileges 
and  faring  benefits. 

8  All  that  have  arifeo  before  me,  with  pretences  to 
the  Meffiah's  character;  and  all  that,  like  the  feribe* 
and  Pkarifets ,  endeavour  to  prejudife  their  own,  and 
other  people's  minds  againft  nsc,  and  to  teach  other 
methods  of  falvation  than  by  me  *,  are  no  better  than 
invaders  of  an  office,  which  they  have  no  right  to,  and 
robbers  of  my  Father  and  me  of  oar  honour  and  our 
due,  and  deftioyersof  men's  fools:  But  the  elefi  and 
called  of  God  were  not  deceived  by  them,  fo  as  to  be 
drawn  into  perdition  by  the  error  of  thoft  wicked  ones ; 
Cor  could  they  find  any  £itisfa£Uon  in  following  them. 

p  1  Ml  tile  p  I  infill  upon  it,  as  a  matter  of  (he  greated  impor- 
4oor:  bf  ««t  if  tance,  that  I  am  the  only  true  door  of  the  church,  and 
of  eternal  life :  Whoever  enters  upon  religion  by  faith 
■na  Anil  go  in  in  me,  as  the  only  Saviour,  fliall  certainly  be  defended 
ondout,  aod-lind  the  dellroying  power  of  all  bis  Ipiritual  enemies, 

***  ’  (hall  he  delivered  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  (hall 

obtain  eternal  bldfednefs ;  and,  while  he  is  in  this 
world,  he,  under  the  conduft  of  my  word  and  Spirit, 
Jbdll  go*  to  and  from  divine  ordinances,  and  pofiefs  a 
holy  liberty  in '  them,  and  (hall  find  fpiritoal  fupport, 
nouriihmeuT,  and  refrefbement  to  bis  foul  by  their 
means. 

ro  On  the  other  hand,  the  faHe  teacher,  who  vents 
pernicious  error*,  and  has  no  com  million  from  God, 
t”  comes  only  to  fcdoce  my  (beep,  and  (teal  away  their 

dctlny  »  I  am  hearts  from  me,  that  be  may  make  a  prey  of  them,  to 
wmm  that  they  ,the  murdering  and  ruining  of  their  fouls,  or  that,  if 
he  cannot  carry  them  off  from  me,  he  may  plunder  and 
perfecute  them  even  to  the  death.  But  I  am  come  in¬ 
to  the  world  to-  (hew  them'  the  way  of  obtaining  a  fpi- 

ritual 

NOTE. 

*  This  cannot  be  mefent  of  the  holy  pro-  of  God  to  thdr  wait,  were  fhiihfal  ia  Ktt  «4 
plicts  And  jjCsih  tbt  BapHfiw  who  preceded  lpofec  of  thrift  at  cfeo  only  Sotose* 

Cbiift  in  Uioir  nuaiftry  *  to c  they  were  £em 


to  'Phe  thief 
cocncih  not  but 
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night  hart  Bft,  ritual  and  immortal  life*  to  purchafe  it  for  them*  and 
!ntlhtt,,t.JhCj  t0  8*TC  *E  t0  t*,eraJ  that  they  may  bare  it  with  more  a- 
nHmabutdtotly.  bundant  evidence  than  it  ever  was  revealed  before, 
with  more  abundant  soft  to  myfelf,  and  glory  to  my 
Father,  and  with  more  abundant  excellence,  eminence, 
and  freurity  to  themfelves,  than  can  be  faid  of  the  long 
life  of  prosperity  that  was  promifed  to  Jfrael  in  the- 
landof  Canaan*  or  even  of  the  happy  life  that  man  enjoy¬ 
ed  in  Paradlfe;  and  I  am  come  that  they  may  hare  it 
more  abundantly  chan  they  deferred,  or  could  nave  ex- 
petted,  or  were  able  to  alk  or  think, 
even  with  an  overplus  of  the  higheft  honour,  advantage 
and  delight  for  ever,  which  is  much  more  than  bsueiy 
living. 

ii  I  am  the  it  Yea,  I  am  not  only  tbe  door  of  enhancer  but 
am  likewift,  by  way  of  eminence  *,  the  good  Shep- 
hod  ^*oh  hi*  herd,  who  am  abfolntely  fo,  and  the  beft  of  all  others, 
tfo  lot  thcAecp.  even  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  Iherp,  who  was  fpoken 
of  in  the  prophets,  (tfa.  xl.  10,  n.  and  Ezek.  xxxiv. 
23-);  and  who  lead  and  guide,  defend  and  favcVny  Sock j 
1  am  not  only  ready  to  undergo  hardihips,  and  expofd 
myfelf  to  dangers  far  their  fake,  as  Jacob  did  for  the 
favt  be  had  to  Rachel,  [Gen.  xxix.  20.)  and  as  David 
did  to  refeue  his  lambs  from  the  lion  and  the  bear, 
(1  Sam.  xvli.  34.) ;  but  I  am  freely  willing  to  t  lay 
down  my  own  life  fortheirs,  by  dying  in  their  room  and 
ftead,  and  lb  give  my  foul  for  theirs,  by  making  it  an 
offering  for  fin,  that  they  may  live  for  ever. 
i»  But  be  that  12'  But,  on  the  contrary,  whoever  takes  upon  him 
it  u  hiwHnfc  the  paftoral  office,  with  felfilh  worldl  yviews  £,  and  has 

“  not 

•  N  O  T.  E  8. 

*  Though  ottr  Lord  rebaked  ooe  for  col*  pbefied  of  the  Mefluh,  (Ifa..  liii.  to.)  "i»W 
ting  him  pod  M  after,  while  he  took  him  to  DDft  tnrtl  D(  When  his  font  fiotl  mat* 
be  no  more  than  a  men,  iayiag,  Whp  ectUft  an  offering  for  Jin ;  And  Ohrid's  ipeafcing 
thm  me  pod  f  There  is  W  w,  that  here  of  laying  down  hit  own  human  foul* 

it  God*  Matt*  xix.  ttf*  17.  Y ft  Jure  be  tfc  at  ■  lamfitc  for  fin,  intimates  that  be,  n 
fum«  this  title  of  iwknefi  to  himjelf,  to  in*  terd  of  himfelf,  resigned  it  unto  fiiifbrmgt* 
limate  that  it  Is  rguly  bU  due,  and  that  he  according  to  his  Father's  will,  in  a  way  of 
is  tho^God  who  iiooe  b  abfHltueJy  good :  fcbftiniik>h,  In  the  room  and  dead  of  hu 
For  tbe  good  Shepherd  b  as  high  and  divine  a  £bcep,  when  he  gave  his  life,  or  foul,  4 
rat,  as  good  Mafttr  can  be  rappofed  to  bt|  ranfom  for  many,  4vJt*lr  *difew  av7i 
and  at  Cbrid  claim*  the  fied,  he  undoubted-  )  Mattb.  xx.  aft? 

ly  tai  an  equal  right  to  the  kft :  And  as  God  $  The  hirt&ng  tanont  mean  fuch  faithful 

in  the  Old  Teftamentb  fpoken  of  by  way  of  minivers  as  the  Lord  has  ordained  to  litre  of 
eminence,  u  the  (bephewi  of  Jfiaelj  thegafpet9ti  Cor*  1%.  14.)  but  ittclatestoAich 
Chrid  here  fpiak* of  himlelf  under  that  it*  foolifhandidol  lhephcrdsasarepBophetiedof, 
iattao  10  bis  people,  with  the  additional  epb  Zeeh*  xi.  *5,-17-  And  though  what  Chrift 
liter  of  pod:  And  to  Ihcw  thtf  hedid  this  here  fays  about  them  is  juOly  applicable  to 
ititheKDodemhuoefcnfii'oC.the  ehpneffion,  alt  worldly-minded  preachers,  that  regard 
in  which  il  wa$  peculiar  to  God,  hefryteni-  the  fleece  more  than  the  flock ;  yet  he  forms 
phatically,  lamibi  pod  Shepherd*  in  a  way  puticutarly  to  point  at  the  fcribet  aud  Pharb 
of  fraguhiity,  and  of  preference  to  Ulothcrt  fiet:  Accordingly  the  wolf  will  fi^nify  any 
whufoerer-  .  *  enemy,  who  by  fraud,  or  force,  attack*  4w 

f  Chrifliin'a  faith>  liberty v  or  life. 

hfe  fir  the  fotpt  uu'wers  to  whet  ms  pro- 
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ihi  not  the  (hep-  not  a  real  aflrftiouatc  concern,  like  that  which  the 
herd,  who*  owa  owner  has  for  his  fheep »  when  at  any  time  he  finds  an 
fiwh  the”  wolf  enemy  approaching,  with  the  craft,  or  the  fury  and 
coming  ,  and  cruelty  of  wolvps,  to  break  in  upon  the  flock,  by  per- 
^ave*£ll1ki'iecpa  nicious  errors,  or  violent  perfecutions,  he,  inftead  of 
the  wolf  catcWti-  hazarding  his  own  life,  reputation,  or  fecular  interefts, 
them,  andfauo*  for  then  defence,  will  quit  his  port,  fly  from  the  dan- 
tth  thc  ihcep.  ger,'and  leave  them  to  fhift  for  themfelves  5  and  fo  the 
enemy  worries  and  tears,-  perverts  and'opprefles  them, 
and  makes  qn  eafy  prey  of  them,- 

13  The-  Hire,  13  And- the  true  reafon  why  fuch  a.  mercenary  fel¬ 
ling  fleerh,  be-  £fti  pretender  to  this  facred  office  thus  deferts  them,  in 
HWing  ,  W**<i  a- time  of  the  greateft  need' and  danger,-  is,  becaufe  he 
eaieth  *  not  to  entered  upon  it  merely  for  fccular  advantage,  and  does 
ibe  ihccp,  ppt  care  what  becomes  of  the  fpiritnal  and  eternal  in¬ 
ter  efts  of  tbofe  that  were  under  hh  charge. 

,4  1  am  the  14- 1  fay  then,-  that  I  am,  by  way  of  eminence,  the 
jjmMi  fhepheni,  good  Shepherd,  in  oppofmon  to  fnch  an  intruder,  year 
jktf ,  »nd  am  8l,d ,n  preference  to  the  heft  of  under  Cbepherds;  and 
luwiwrof'mAK.  have  a- particular  ex  aft  knowledge  of 

all  that  are  my  peculiar  property  by  my  Father's  gift, 
and  my  own  purchafe,  and  by  their  own  free  confent, 
who  have  already. given  themfelves  up  to  me;  they  are 
all  under  mine  eye,-  and  1  obferve  them  with  a  *  ten¬ 
der  regard-  and  fpeeial  care,  that  no -enemy  may  deftroy 
them :  And,  in  confequence  of  this,  1  am  the  ohjrft 
of  their  notice  and  obfervation ;  they  have  a  dtftingoifh- 
ing  knowledge  of  me  and  my  doff rine,  and  they  fidu¬ 
cial  ]y  and  afTc&ionately  embrace  me, 'and  hearken  tok. 

t  j  Ax  the  Pa-  15  In  this  manner  I  know  them,  and  am  known  by 

Hurknowcthinc,  them  f,;  even  as  God  the -Father  has  a  perfect  know- 
Srrither ”°and  ^6e  °f  mc»  and*  an'eatiFe  affe&ion  to,  and  confidence 
T  hr  in  me,  as  one  that  will  faithfully  difebarge’the  office  of 
a  good  (hepherd  roward  them,  and  as  f  myfelf  am  ful¬ 
ly-acquainted  -with  him  and  his  counfids,-  heartily  love 
him,  and  delight  lodo  bis  will,  and  afci'  confident  of  his 

Owning. 

.  ;  NOT*  &  S. 

*  Knowledge  U  often  put  in  (criptute  for  in  the  kitowledge,  that  the  Father  and  Son 
a*  appr&vmg  knowledge;  as  in  PfaL  i.  6.  hare  of  each  other  r  Accordingly  l  hire  u+ 
The  Lard  iwvMth  the  my  cf  tbt  rtyfraas  ?  ken  id  alt  theft  mtfmugs  in  chit  and  thtfi&l- 
sfn'd  PfaL  di  4%  I  imU  not  kt&w  a  isickcJ  prr-  hitting  toft, 

fin/  and  Mat.  vii-  aj.  /mw  ky  yan:  f  The  cooflntfUon  of  ihffc  wonjf, 

AliHJicf  it  put  ^Or i  ^dWw/ knowlulgc,  yircirjtir/ct  0  xny^i  yrvQCd&’tvr  ?a?</ar 

as  ini/j.Uii.  1 1.  is,  at  is a  Father  kaowib  me%  and  i  hntw  the 

kd^eof  rigblMsuftrvani  jzjftfy  Faihtr  /  and  fo  they  ttfer  to  the  foregoing 

ma*y;  and  John  xw.  3,  Tftj  hHfe  ti<rn4i%  rerfc,  and  are  an  illoftratioii  of  the  knuv~ 
that  they  my;ht  time  frf.  The  fit  It  of  thtfft  ledge  that  It  between  Chrift  and  hislktp, 
lrnlec  is  to  be  taken  tofoCbrift^  Jutnwkrfgc of  and  an  intimation  that  it  ia*  owing  to  ihar 
his Ihcep;  and  both  ftnfcs  are  included  in  tbeir  knowledge  which  bis  Father  hat  of  bun 
knowledge  of  hin>;  a  ml  there  is  a  mutual  ronfi-  ai>d  be  Eu  of  the  Father,  withregard  Iv 
4oki,  u  wqH  as  MfieCaioat  to  be  ooufidacd  *  hi*  office  of  a  ffiephod  u>  them. 


I. 
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J  W  d?*V“,y  owning  me  In  my  work  :  And  fiich  is  my  love  to  my 
*  or  1  p'  Father  and  my  theep,  that  1  am  freely  willing  and  .rear 
dy  to  lay  down  my  life  i-mthetr  Head,  that  they  may 
not  die  eternally.' 

«  Ami  other  16  Andas  I  have  alreadytaken  poffeSion  of  Tome  of 
whbh  are  *Tof  ^ern’  and  there  are  fttll  more  to  he  effectually  called 
thia  fold  =  them  ^r#m  among  the  Jews  j  fo  there  are  ftiany  others  that* 
alfo  I  mud  bring,  the  Father  has  given  me  among  the  €  entiles  t  who  at 
and  they  .(hail  prefent  are  firangers  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael, 
a^thTren^Ubl  and  from  the  covenant  j  ofpromife;  (Efih,  ii.  ti.);  thefe 
one  fold,  cbJ  one  alfo  I  mull  fearch  and  find  out,  and  bring  back  to  God, 
■i.epherA  jn  f ^  ttb  ful  n  cfs  to  my  engagements  for  them,  and  in  j  of¬ 

fice  to  my  parcbafe  of  them  ;  and  they  fhall  certainly, 
in  due  time,  hear  my  voice  in  the  miniftryof  the  word, 
and  he  prevailed  uponby  my  Spirit  ip  attftnd  *to  it  : 
And,  being  grafted  in  hy  faith  with  the  believing  Jews% 
-they  fhall  make  one  church  with  them,  as  perfons  u- 
.nited' together™  the  fame  faith  and  love,  worlhip  and 
obedience,  in  the  fame  holy  fellowfhip  and  profelGon, 
and  in  a  participation  of  the  fame  (pint,  and  of  the  fame 
hlefltngS  and  privileges  of  the  gofpel, '.under  my  care 
and  guidance,  inline  nee  and  government,  as  the  one 
-  ^bepberd  fpoken  of  in  ancient  prophecy,  (Bzrjfr.xxxiY.23.) 

Fuh«  *7  work*  isfo  agreeable  to  my  Father’s  will, 
jore  me,  henufe  that,  beGde  his  infinite  love  to  me  as  his  only  begotten 
■1  hr  dowo  ,n>y  Son,  he  has  like  wife  a  peculiar  affection  to,  and  delight 
)if£  in  me,  becaufe  foch  is  my  Iqve-to  the  fheep,  whom  he 

loves,  andfuch  my  zeal  for  the  manife  fiction  of  his  glory 
in  their  fal  ration,  that  I  cheerfully  lay  down  my  life 
for  the  expiation  of  their  offences,  *  to  thisjend  that 
(™)  I  might  rife  again  for  their  juftification. 

18  No  man  u-  18  No  man.  is  able,  by  flraugctn  or  force,  -to  deprive 

bwVlaylTdowa  my  life,  without  my  own  confent  •,  hut!  volun- 

ofmrftlfj  I  haw  tarily  lay  it  down,  as  mine  own  free  a&  and  deed  :  I 
power  to  1*7  it  have  an  original  power  and  right  in  myfeif,  both  to  de- 
take!*  as  a  ranfom,  ’x°  j-»»)  and  to  re-affuine 

agi^Thiaeoni-  it  after  fatisfadtion  is  made  by  it :  And  as  my  Father 
mandment  bare  I  has  f  ordcredme,  in  the  quality  of  a  Ihepherd,  to  die 
™T  for  the  redemption  of  the  (beep,  I  readily  yield  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  will  therein. 


NOT 

*  I  think  the  comie&ioti  of  thu  ^erfe, 
and  the  ufr  of  thde  phrafts  in  other  pans  of 
fcripiure,  fufficiently  juftify  this  fenfe. 

t  Cbri{t"recmiQg  tbit  comnundmcnt 
.from  hit  Father,  ii  not  to  bcconfidetcd  u 
,th«  trntd  of  his  having  power  to  by  down 
lib  Etc*  end  to  take  it  again;  forth!*  behad 
la  himlclf,  at  Lent  of  his  own  life*  who 

an  origt^J  right  ta  dUpofc  of  ;t  as  he 


E  3. 


ip  Upon 


pbafcd,  aufecerieti £  to  the  Father**  com¬ 
mand  :  Ent  this  commandment  was  the  ra- 
fbn  why  he  thus  aftd  his  power  iu  Uyii^ 
down  hit  life :  He  did  it  tn  obedience  to  Ins 
Father;  for  he  willingly  accepted  this  com¬ 
mandment,  rut  tvfrxwv  cxa&jtj  as  be  delight^ 
ed  to  do  his  Father**  will  herein,  (P/di*  xL 
fh)  and  thtrrftrt  bis  Father  /mi  K»,  a*  he 
had  laid,  {vci,  itO* 


39® 
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tp  Time  vti 

a  diVUjon  there* 
fore  t£va  uponr 
the  jewf  for  tbc£ 
fiyiogs. 

10  And  many 
of  them  ftjdy  He 
hath  a  denl}  and 
v  mad;  4iy  hear 
ye  him  ? 

lr'Olhen  Aid* 
Thefe  ate  x\ot  the 
words  qf  him  thpt 
hath  a  4cojl  Cur 
a  devil' open  the 
tjtiof  the  blind? 


19  Upon  our  Lord's  faying  tilde  thing?}  the  Jrv/s 
were  mightily  divided  in  their  opinions  among  them- 
felyes,  aud  went  into  ywm  debates  about  him,  as  they 
had  once  and  again  before*  {chap*  vii.  43.  piu/ix*  id*) 
and  as  he  foretold  they  would,  {Luke  xiL  51.) 

20  Many  of  the  company  cried  out  with  rage  againft 
him,  foyiqg*  ip  a  prophane  and  bUfphemous  manner. 
The  devil  is  ip  this  man,  and  be  is  certainly  out  of  bis 
wits ;  Why  are  ye  fo  filly  as  to  mind  him  l  or  how  can 
ye  have  patience  to  hear  what  he  fays'? 

21  On  the  contrary,  others  that  were  well  affcCted 
toward  him,  believing  him  at  Jeaft  to  he  a  fober  and  holy 
man,  faid.  The  nature  of  his  dodrioe,  and  the  manner 
of  his  talking,  a?  well  as  the  wpnderfu)  things  be  docs, 
plainly  fhew  that  he  is  qo  demoniac*  Who  can  imagine 
that  it  is  the  work  of  a  devil  to  give  tight  to  foch  as  were 
horn  blind,  {chap-  ix*.  32*)?  No,  no,  A  devil  neither 


would,  nor  could  do  this :  It  mud  be  owing  to  the  almigh¬ 
ty  power  of  God, 

*&  Audit?**  22,  23  Now  (*<)  thefe  thing?  pafled  at  Jtruf&lm,  at 
J1  ft*  r^I^€  °f  a  T»rly  folemnity,  which  was  ubferved  for 

InA*  Was  c'S^r  days  together  by  the  jruu,  in  remembrance  of  Jur 
fetntcrl, 1  das  Maccqbcus’t  *  dedicating  a  new  altar  to  the  Lord, 

V  J***  and  cleaning  the  temple,  after  they  had  been  profaned 
kmpfc  h^sJjo!  Antiochus*  And  this  being  ip  the  winter*  feafon, 
inon’3  porph.  which  was  incommodious  for  walking  abroad,  Jefus 
took  a  turn  amoqg  (he  people,  who  were  got  together, 
under  covert,  in  a  porch  which  was  built}  where  one 
that  was  very  fumptuous  formerly  flood  in  the  firft  tem¬ 
ple,  aqd  therefore  was  called  Solomon**  porch  f* 

24  Whilft 

MOTES. 


*  Thli  fe*ft  did  not  relate  to  the  dedica-' 
tkro  of  the  temple  by-&&uh**,  nor  to  that 
whkh  was  made  upon  it*  being  rebuilt  by 
itrebbabcli  £  or  there  was  no  annivcffary* 
fcTtitil  appointed  for  dtlicr  of  thefts  and 
the  firft  of  them  was  in  the  month  Elba/ilm^ 
the  ferepth  sfoQth,  (if  Kings  viii.  ;.)  whifh 
was  Id  autumn,  about  our  Stfient^tr\  and 
the  Other  war  in  the  month  Adnr^  f£rrdvri 
TV,  iSfcc.)  which  was  at  the  lieginniag  of 
the  fpri*g;  whereas  thli  was  m  Winter,  and 
Jb  evidently  related  u>  the  dedication  of  the 
altar  and  temple  by  $1^  Mkrohu,  «|]6 
appointed  an  anmtthfeftival,  in  comtncmo 
jitxn  of  it,  to  begin  on  t kb  twenty  fifth 
day  of  the  month  Cfjfr*,  Which  wts'afcoqt 
oar  Ittrembfr;  an  account  of  which  wt'havc 
■t  Urge  1  Mtttd&m  iv*  iST—  $p,  and  * 
Matcakx  \t—  -9.  This  was  not'ari  ordU 
ranee  of  dmue  iuflfavtion,  nor  was  tb*  ofc^ 
fhmtion  of  it  confined  to  J 'mfihm;  bar  it 
a  civil  appointment,  in  remembrance  of 


tfcU  dedication,  u  the  feaft  of  Ports i  was,  in 
remembrance  of  the  Jews  deliverance  from 
Homan**  cWpimcy,  (Eftbl  1*,  a 8*)  And 
therefore  Chrift  cbofe  to  be  al  JirufaUm 
then,  not  iu  honour  of  the  days  ihemfelves, 
or  to  give  a  fanftion  to  them,  as  facred 
time;  to  had  be  been  fo  minded,  he  might 
hare  nbftrrvd  them  any  where  efe,  u  well 
it  it  Jentfaiem  :  Hut  he  came  thither  al  this 
time,  that  tfc  might  take  the  opportunity  of 
preaching  to  the  people,  who  wen  then  al1 
fembled  m  great  numbers  at  Jervfalcm\  as 
the  apoftles  afterwards  did  for  the  Ufce  pur- 
pole,  when  they  went  to  the  Jnw  fyna- 
gognes  on  their  ftbhxth,  after  the  obligation 
of  liteping  a  holy  frbbuth  to  the  Lord,  vu 
transferred  from  the  ftventh  to  the  firft  day 
of  the  week, 

f  Some  have  thought  that  the  Jevifl  farv- 
fcedrim  held  their  Court,  and  were  then  fit¬ 
ting  in  tbit  porch. 
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*+  Then  cmqc  24  Wbilft  our  Lord  was  walking  there,  fome  of  the 
about  (dm ,ro an d  Je'a}S  fyrroonding  him,  and  defigning  to  infult  and  en- 
ftd  onto  *  him,  fnare  him,  rather,  than  to  be  Tatisfied  about  him,  laid* 
How  Jong  doft  How  tang  will  you  continue  to  keep  us  in  fu  (pence,  by 
dSht  ?  'f  Tbcu  talking  ambiguoofly  and  figuratively  of  yourfelf,  as  the 
be  the  Chrift  tell-  door  of  die  (heep,  and  the  good  fhepherd,  and  the  like  ? 
tu  plainly.  if  you  be  indeed  anointed  of  Ood  to  the  Mefliah’s  of. 

fice,  as  yon  teem  to  intimate,  do  not  be  afraid  to  (peak 
Out;,  but  teH  us  in  To  many  words  freely  and  boldly. 

irf  .  (TBf'F,c,a) 

firirtd  rbwi  “1  *5  Jcfus,  knowing  rtieir  crafty  and  malicious  defign* 

told  y»n,  and  ye  replied,  I  have  laid  in  plain  terms  what  amounts  to  tbe 
Wiieved  h«  :  the  ftroageft  declarations  of  my  being  the  Chrift,  (chap.  r. 
in^roy^Fathcr**  2°j‘  ‘  *9>)  and  yet  filch  is  your  perver  fends  andinfidelity, 
name/ they  bear  that  ye  will  give  no  manner  of  credit  to  me;.  And  I 
minds  of  in*.  ba^e  not  only  fatd  this,  but  have  clearly  demonftrated  ic 
by  tbe  divine  and  miraculous  works,  which  1  have 
wrought  according  to,  and  in  confirmation  of  my  com* 
million  from  tbe  Father, 

-liv'enot:  ilenvfe  26  But,  after  all,  ye  Hill  continue  to  rej?&  me  by  m> 
y«  are  not  of-  my  belief  ;-rtk1  ye  would  do  fo,  whatsoever  plain  declarer 
iheep,  a,  i  laid  tions  and  demonftrations  I  were  further  to  give  you : 
®“  *“*  For,  as  I  know,  and  the  event  proves,  ye  are  none  of 
my  *  (beep,  whom  the  Father  has  given  me,  and  who, 
being  drawn  by  tbe  power  of  bis  effectual  grace,  ./ho# 
come  to  me,  as  1  told  you,  ( ebap .  vi.  3 6,  37.) 
ay  My  (hcep  77  According  to  what  I  then  faid,  all  that  were  by 
wdlkuDvdiea^  t*,e  father’s  gift  made  my  peculiar  property,  truft,  and 
md  they  follow  treasure,  do,  in  tbe  day  of  my  bringing  them  back  to 
God,  {ver.  16.)  attend  to,  diftingtufb,  prize,  and  wiU 
lingly  obey  the  voice  of  my  word  and  Spirit  ;-and  I  di* 
ftinoly  know,  obferve,  and  love  every  one  of  them* 
and  they  readily  follow  my  inftroflion  and  example  aa 
their  great  Sfaephrrd,  who  go  before  them  to  lead  them 
in  paths  of  right  eon  fuels. 

»s  Andigiw  28  And  [freely  give  unto  them  a  fore  right  and  tt- 
unu  them  eternal  tie  to  an  everlaftuig  ftate  of  all  poflible  bappiuefa  and 
Ufe*  glory,  with  real  beginnings,  eamefts,  and  foretaftes  of 
it  here,  dll  I  bring  them  to  the  complete  enjoyment  of 

it 


NOTE. 

*  Jit  every  good  and  holy,  humble  and  eleft,  arho  were  from  all  eternity  given  to 
■-4^  dirpwtion  is  the  fruit  of  faith'  Chrift,  and,  in  eoideqneiKJe  of  diat,  arc  in 
So  it  by  (heep,  a*  fimw  would  nnderibnd  k,  due  time  diawo  to  mm;  and  our  bldU 
our  land  here  meant  ftch  w  areof  this  ex-  Lord,  who  ww  privy  to  his  Father's  coun- 
temper,  he  would  rtther  have  laid  of  lei,  knowing  that  thefe  perioos  were  none  of 
tfacfe  perions,  that  they  ha!  not  thb  good  that  number,  mentioned  it  a*  a  rtafm  to 
dilpofitfen,  becanfc  they  did  not  he&vc,  &ew,  that,  being  left  to  tbemiehca,  they 
thaa  that  they  did  M  believe,  beewfc  the  would  never  believe  in  him,  rather  than  a* 
temper  of  lb  cep  wu  not  found  In  them.  And  the  twft  of  their  not  belie  vinjj. 
tt^tfote  1  nie  the  lhrep  to  o'rsa  God's 
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life;  aai  they  it  hereafter  ;and  none  of  them  (hall  ever,  through  their 
Siror*?;  own  weatnefs,  unworthinefs,  or  remaining  corruptions, 
pineb  there  out .  fall  Ihort  of  heaven  and  unit  into  hell,  there  to  penfli 
of  my  hud.  for  ever  j  {*  *«  <*»**)  nor  (hall  any  artifice, 

power;  or  combination  of  men  or  devils,  ever  prevail  to 
wreft  them  out  of  my  protection,  care,  and  beeping, 
who  have  fail  hold  of  them. 


ap  My  Father 
which  gave  them 
me  is  ptatcrthin 

aib  md  none  is 
able  to  pluck  thrtn 
out  of  my  Fa¬ 
ther’s  brat 


30  I  and  vtj 
Father  are  one*  , 


29  Nay,  my  heavenly  Father,  who  loves  them,  and 
has  a  peculiar  intereft  and.propriety.  in  them,  and  has 
committed  them  to  me,  as  a  dear  charge,  that  I  may 
brjnj*  them  fafe  to  glory,  is  (as  every  one  mult  own) 
infinitely  Superior  in  vrjfdom  and  power  to  all  their  ene¬ 
mies  that  can  poftiblybe  againft  them  :  Aod  ye  may 
be  fure  that,  whatever  at  tempts. are  made  upon  them, 
(•***)  none  can  be  too  hard  for  him,  fo  as  to  defeat  his 
delignS  of  grace  toward  them,  or  entice  or  force  them 
out  of  his  almighty  hands,  who  keeps  them  by  bis 
power  through  faith  unto  falvation. 

30  Now  my  Father’s  power  and  mine  are  the  fame, 
we  being  one  in  nature  and  perfections,  as  well  as  in 
will  and  defign;  and  therefore  he,  as  well  as  I,  muflt 
be  overcome,  before  any  adverfary  can  deftroy  them, 
whom  we  have  agreed  and  determined  to  fecure  unto 
eternal  life. 


3,  Then  the 
Jew*  took  cp 
ftunet  again  to 
itont  him. 


3*  JcXiw  atv 
frod  thfro 
Many  good  work* 
have  t  Ibewttl 
you  from  my  Fa¬ 
ther;  For  which 
of  thole  works 
io  je  iftooc  me  ? 


33  The  Jew* 
gnfwcred  hire , 


31  Then  the  Jevu  were  ineeofed  againft  him,  as  if 
he  had  talked  blafphemy ;  and,  after  the  manner  of 
zealots,  attempted  to  ftone  him  to  death,  as  they  had 
before,  (chap*  viii.  59.)  ■ 

32  But  our  blefted  Lord,  feeing  bow  furious  they 
were,  ferioufly  expoftulated  with  them,  in  a  meek,  calm, 
and  touching  manner,  faying.  Pray,  why  is  all  this 
heat  and  tumult?  What  have  I  done  to  provoke  it?  I 
have  indeed  wrought  many  great  and  merciful  miracles 
among  you,  in  confirmation  of  my  character  5  I  have 
fed  multitudes  pf  your  own  countrymen,  when  they 
were  in  danger  of  fainting  for  hunger;  have  healed  your 
fick  and  lame,  bave  clean  fed  your  lepers,  have  given 
fight  to  your  blind,  have  caft  out  devils  from  pool  crea¬ 
tures  that  were  miferably  tormented  by  them  ;  yea,  I 
bave  raifed  fome  of  your  dead  to  life  -  again,  and  have 
always  gone  about  doing  good ;  Now  for  which  of  th^fe 
compaflionate  a£ts  of  kindnefs,  that  exceeded  the  power 
of  any  other  man  to  perform,  do  ye  want  to  ftone  me 
to  death  ?  Is  this  the  return  I  am  to  have  for  all  my  fa¬ 
vours  to  you  ? 

33  The  Jews  replied,  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  their 
own  conferences,  which  could  not  but  tell  them  that 
they  really  were  proroked  at  bis  performing  fo  many 

miracles, 
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tying;  I'm-  * 
guod  wurk  we 
llonc  thee  net ; 
hut  for  W*fpho 
mjr :  sad  becdiift 
ilut  thou,  bring 
a  man,  maken 
tbj-lelf  God 


miracles,  No,  no,  We  do  not  go  about  to  ftone  you  for 
any  good  work,  tbai  you  talk  of :  Bur,  as  by  our  law, 
{Lev,  xxiv.  16.)  a  blajphemer  of  the  Tuime  of  the  Lord  is 
to  be  Jlotted  to  death;  fo  we  fbink  you  deferve  it,  for 
afluming  to  yourfclf  the  unalienable  rights  of  deity,  in ' 
that,  being  a  mere  man,  you  arrogantly  and  blafphe- 
moufly  pretend  that  God  is  your  Father^  in  fuch  a  high 
and  peculiar  feofe,  as  imports  your  being  partaker  of 
his  divine  nature  and  perfections,  and  being  yourfclf 
God  *. 


$4  Jefns  an. 
f\uirl  them,  Vs 
U  n»f  written  in 
>our  law,  I  fiid, 
leafCgud*?  L 


34  Our  bleffed  Lord,  far  from  blaming  them,  as  if 
they  mtfconftrued  bis  words,  anfwered  their  cavil  a* 
gainft  them,  in. the  juft  fenfe  in  which  they  had  taken 
them,  faying,  How  unreafonable  is  your  being  thus  fu¬ 
rious  againft  me,  for  fpeaking  of  myfelf  in  tbefe  high 
terms,  as  that  Son  of  God,  who  is  God,  one  in  nature 
with  the  Father  ?  If  ye  lookf  into  the  feriptures,  which 
ye  profefs  to  be  guided  by,  do  not  ye  find  that  God 
there  fays  of  your  judges  and  rulers,  who  in  their  office 
were  types  of  tbe  Meffiah  J,  1  have  faid  ye  art  godit 

and 


NOTES. 


*  TbU  their  conftrufttan  of  the  meaning 
•f  Chriil’j  wonts  mu  right ;  otherwiic,  lie 
undoubtedly  would  have  corrcOed  ir ;  tod 
bad  he  been  no  more  than*  mas,  their  rcaibo* 
tag  againft  this  iic  of  his  cxprcffion  was 
certainly  juft:  But  their  great'  error  lay  jti 
pcrverfelj  diftcliering  what  he  alerted  con* 
cerntttghu  wn  divine  character,  notwich- 
ftanding  the  demouft rations  he  had  given  of 
it  by  the  pUtneft  miracles,  which  he  wrought 
in  a  God-like  way,  and  by  frequent  appeal* 
to  fcriptnre-propb  tries  about  it ;  And  lb 
they,  in  a  hlajphemous  manner,  faUcly  char- 
gtd  bUiphemy  on  him, 
f  The  law  is  here  tried,  in  a  lax  feofe, 
for  all  the  OldTefiament-fcriptures,  »  k  alfo 
ts  in  clap,  xii*  34.  ends v*  15. 

\  The  fctift  in  which  interpreter*  have 
ofittUy  confidercd  tbe  term  gods  to  thie  pUre, 
as  Unifying  invgiftraie*  in  general,  has,  1 
think,  milled  them  in  their  aocounr  of  this 
and  the  following  verfes,  and  very  much  funk 
and  emhamiled  Chrift’s  argument  in  them ; 
and  is  hardly  reconrikablc  to  any  tolerable 
f-ulc  of  his  reaibfttng  from  thence,  that  the 
feriptare  cannot  be  broken^  (ver.  33,)  It  fetm* 
thmefon  to  me,  that  the  pcrJbn*  here  fpoken 
of,  undrrthe  title  of  rodst  are  not,  a*  ha* 
been  commonly  thought,  magsitraus  barely 
confide  red  a*  fucb,  on  account  of  thdr  re* 
fetnUing  God1*  dandnbn  in  the  cxercj/e  of 
their  power,  or  aftitig  therein  by  authority 
and  cotomiifion  from  him,  I  much  que* 
ffioo  whether  the  title  of  ^ods  is  ever  givtn 
in  falpture  to  majgtftmics  m  common :  bat, 
is  1  apprehend,  it  relates  only  to  JnviJb 


magi  Ante*,  that  were  typical  of  Chrift, 
whole  authority  was  lhodowed  out  by  that 
which  they  excrerfrd  in  the  commonwealth 
and  church  of  Jfrael^  and  to  whom  it  was 
tobc  tram  fared,  when  he  fhodd  appear  to 
let  up  hi*  kingdom  in  the  world ;  and  fo  this 
denomination  is  not  merely  metaphorical  *  but 
is  alio  typical-  Thu*  God  /aid  to  M&fa,.  who 
was  a  typical  mediator  between  himfeif  arvl 
IfiaeK  and  fpokc  immediately  from  Gud, 
Thoa  pall  be  to  Aaron  inf  end  of  Gcd,  and  T 
have  -modi  thee  a  God  »  Pharaoh,  iv\ 

164  and  vitv  1.)  And  afterward  the  Jevtip 
rulers,  that  lit  in  Mofei* s  feat,  were  called 
gods,  (ALrcwi  sxih  iS,)  Thou  foaltnot  rcxAie 
the  gods*  nor  cmtJc  the  ruler  of  thy  people*  So 
if  if  el*  cxxaviii,  1. 15  to  Ik  ttudemood,  not 
of  angel*,  but  .men,  TtaiAd  there  Teem*  to 
refer  to  the  ecclefiaftkal  mitts*  faying,  Jfc- 
for{  the  golf  vrtll  I  fmg  praife  unto  tbcc.  (yiJ, 
Gfof,  Rbtt*  Pars  prime,  c^p.  X,  p,  aid.  sod 
Goec.  in  And  Pfal  lxxxii.  6.  the  pbee 
quoted  by  o«r  Lord,  I  have  faid  yt  arc 
and  all  of  you  ate  children  of  tbe  Moji  Higbt 
ibems  to  be  fpoken  dtrtftly  with  a  typical 
view  to  Chrift ;  for  immediately  after war<l^ 
our  thoughts  are  carried  onward  to  him,  a* 
the  great  God  and  ruler  of  all*  r<r-  ft,  where 
the  PJabmft  fays,  -dri/r,  0  GoJr  judge  the 
earth  ;  for  tboa  pah  inherit  ail  nathasf  which 
plainly  point*  to  the  Mdliab,  who  was  to 
have  the  heathen  far  his  inheritance t  and  the  vt* 
termoS  parts  of  the  C**r;b  fur  his 
(PfitU  ii,  3*)  and  vbo  is  governs  amitc*  the 
stations,  (Pfil*  xxih  aS:)  And  perhaps  it  was 
\vuh  a  prophetic  a fpc£l  npoa  the  debates  be* 

tvreen 
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31  IfheenTfed 
I hem  godt,  unto 
«bon  the  vord 
-of  God  (iDir, 
ood  the  frripinrc 
cannot  he  broken  t 
jtf  Say  ye  of 
Mm  whom  the 
Father  hath  fruc¬ 
tified,  aod  fent 
into  the  world, 
TViou  Ua%>hem- 
-dt;  becauie  1 
dxid,  I  am  the 
from  of  God? 


37  If  I  do  -not 
the  works  of  my 
Father  ,  believe 
mo  not. 


Bntiffdo, 
though  ye  believe 
not  me,  believe 
the  works:  that 
T* 


end  all  qf  you  are  children  (f  tie  Mojl  High?  (Pfal* 
lixxii*  6-) 

35,  36  If  then  he  filled  thofe  magiftrates  gods,  be* 
caafe  by  his  own  immediate  word  he  had  committed 
the  legal  adminiftmtiOQ  of  the  church  and  nation  of  If- 
reel  to  them ,  as  types  and  fhadows  of  the  Meffiah  ;  and 
if  the  irfpired  writings,  which  thus  fpeak  concerning 
them,  cannot  be  falfified,  but  muft  needs  be  fulfilled  in 
tfre  Mefliah’s  really  pcrflcEog  the  divine  dignity,  that 
anfwers  to  the  high  ride  under  which  they,  prefigured 
him;  bow  perverfe  and  daring  is  it  in  you  to  charge 
blafphemy  upon  me,  for  applying  terms  proper  to  dei¬ 
ty  to  tuyfelF)  as  fignifying  my  onenefs  in  nature  and 
perfections  with  the  Father?  Since  I  am  the  great  an¬ 
titype  and  fubftanee  of  thofe  types  and  (hadows,  and  am 
in  truth  what  they  were  only  in  name;  and  Gncc  X 
was  fet  apart  *,  and  configured  by  my  Father  in  his  c* 
tern al  counfels,  and  at  length  was  fent  into  the  world, 
to  nercife  all  authority,  as  thetrue  Me  (Bah,  which  can 
be  affirmed  of  none  but  the  eternal  Son  of  God* 

37  I  furthermore  appeal  to  the  miracles  I  have 
wrought  to  juftify  my  divine  cbara£Ur:  If  I  do  not 
perform  as  great  and  glorious  works,  and  that  in  as 
Godlike  a  way  as  could  be  expe£ted  from  my  Father 
himfelf;  if  they  are  notfo  fuperior,  and  contrary  to  the 
courfe  and  laws  of  nature,  that  I  could  not  poffibly  per¬ 
form  them  by  any  other  power  than  that  which  is  in 
the  Father  bimfelf;  I  do  not  defire  you  to  receive  me 
as  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  of  lfraely  or  to 
give  any  credit  to  what  I  lay  about  my  being  one  with 
the  Father* 

38  But  if  ye  cannot  deny  that  I  do  fuch  works  as 
are  peculiar  to  God,  and  that  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
none  but  God  bimfelf  could  do  them;  then,  tW  ye 
have  no  regard  to  my  perfon  or  doctrine,  and  will  give 
no  credit  to  my  teftimony  for  its  own  fake ;  yet  fubnnt 
to  the  plain  and  unexceptionable  evidence  of  my  mira¬ 
cles,  that  ye  may  be  convinced  and  farisfied,  that  my 
Father  ipd  I*  though  diftinft  perfons,  have  communion 


NOTES* 

uittn  Chrtn  and  die  Jrvijfc  mien,  that  It  till  the  great  Sb&ob  tfbonld  come  to  erarife 
vaa  faid  (i/<r,  i*of  that  lixviid  ffakx)  God  hit  cdGcc-power,  which  was  prefigured  by' 
JUhAs  In  fre  cotigtegaH&t  of  the  mighty.  It  j*d»  theirs.  And  fo  ChrHVs  way  of  arguing 
gts  iim-rg  tkt  rods*  However,  that  our  Lord*  (Ha da,  T  think,  in  a  natural,  clear,  and 
an  the  place  before  os,  referred  to  Jewljh  beanrikl  light,  according  to  the  frofr  gWca 
fnagitfratts,  appears  from  his  frying,  of  It  tn  the  Paraphrase  on  this  and  the  fcl- 
4[rer.  3?  )  that  the  wrd  of  God  camt  lowing  verfes.  vid*  Lamp,  in  £«* 

P>  thensj  which  intimate;,  that  it  was  by  the  *  1  take  the  Father1?  unifying  Ghrift  in 
cnmroii&on  and  appointment  of  Goo,  as  this  place,  to  relate  particularly  to  hi?  fettiug 
mwle  known  lo  fome  of  them  in  an  inline-  him  up  a?  Mediator  from  cvCrlafting,  (  Przv* 
duteand  extraordinary  manner, that  the  raa-  vliL  13*)  heeanfe  it  is  mentioned  as  jutee* 
gtihaiic  authority  was  committed  to  them,  ding  his  (ending  him  into  the  world. 


Ch.  x. 

ytmry  knotf  and 
bdifvc  that  the 
F4t!;er  »  in  me, 
Ami  I  in  him* 

19  Therefore 
i  hey  Joaght  «Aatn 
p  uke  hjm  :  nut 
he  efaped  out  of 
ibrir  bud, 


4 ^  And  vent 
awiy  again  be¬ 
yond  Jwdvif  in* 
ro  che  pUoe 
*h«re  John  at 
fir  ft  baptixtd  j 
And  there  he  A' 
bode, 

41  And  many 
lelbrrcd  unto 
him,  and  feid, 
John  did  no  mi¬ 
racle  t  Ux  all 
things  tint  John 
fp&kcof  this  mail 
pat  UUe* 


4a  And  many 
believed  on  him 
that. 


The  Evangtlifi  Jorfu  petropbrafuL'  39; 

in  Godhead,  as  being  effentially  one  in  rthe  other, 
which  is  the  fame  thing  with  what  I  faid  about  my  Fa¬ 
ther’s  and  my  being  one. 

39  Our  Lord  having  thus  plainly  and  unanswerably 
maintained  his  aflertion,  the  Jewst  inflead  of  receiving 
conviftion,  fired  at  him  fo  much  the  more ;  and  there¬ 
fore  renewed  their  attempt  to  Ceizebim  bwopen  violence, 
that  they  might  either  ftone  him  to  death  tumultuoufly, 
or  might  profecute  him  in  their  eccleliaftical  court,  as 
a  blafphemer,  who  flood  to  his  claim  of  deity  ;  or  in 
their  civil  court,  as  an  enemy  to  the  Roman  govern¬ 
ment:  But,  his  time  not  being  yet  come,  he  eafily,  by 
the  management  of  his  own  wifdom  and  power,  got 
clear  of  them. 

40  And  he  immediately  left  Jcrufalem-,  and,  eroding 
over  Jordan ,  retired  to  Bcthabarat  which  was  a  Solitary 
part  of  the  country,  where  Join  began  his  miniflry  and 
baptifm,  and  bad  given  a  public  and  honourable  tefti- 
mony  to  him,  {chap.  i.  2&,  29.) ;  and  there  be  continued 
preaching,  and  doing  good  for  fome  time. 

41  And  whilft  he  abode  at  tbis  place,  the  people 
hearing  of  him,  multitudes  flocked  to  him and  recol¬ 
lecting  what  John  had  done  and  faid  among -them,  a- 
'  boot  three  years  before,  they  reafoned  upon  it  in  their 
own  minds,  and  one  with  another  in  tbis  manner,  lay¬ 
ing,  Tho*  John  the  Baptift  was  fuch  an  extraordinary 
great  and  holy  prophet,  that,  had  not  he  bimfdf  deni¬ 
ed  it,  we  fbould  have  believed  him  to  be  tbe  Mefliah  *  ; 
yet  he  neverwronght  any  one  miracle  among  ft  us :  But, 
faid  they,  we  now  fee  that  many,  and  no  doubt  but  all 
the  great  thingB  are  to  a  tittle  true,  which  we  well  re¬ 
member  he  faid  concerning  tbis  perfon,  who  rifes  in  bis 
glory,  and  preaches  fuch  excellent  do&rinc,  and  does 
fuch  wonderful  works  amongft  us. 

41  And  though'  he  was  fo  generally  reje&ed  by  the 
great  and  learned,  rich  and  noble  in  Jerufalem  and  Ju¬ 
dea  t  yet  among  tbefe  poor  country-people,  great  num¬ 
bers  of  them,  that  fpoke  thus  honourably  of  him,  hear¬ 
tily  embraced  him,  and  became  his  difciples. 

RECOIr 

T  E. 

thin  his  reminding  the  people  of  indent 
prophecies  concerning  the'  MdTuh,  and 
pointing  them  to  him,  whole  miracles  were 
id  Abundant  confirmation,  both  of  his  own 
aiudof  7^’s4o^ncconcaffim&him»  And 
it  was  fit  that  this  honour  tbould  be  referred 


N  O 

^  The® trade  of  jk#**!  conception,  and  of 
hts  Mitr  Zttcbarfs  bring  (Irak  dam bf  and 
not  fpeafctng  again  tUJ  after  bl*  birth,  end 
liraauous  api 


the  mirwcnloiis'  appearance  and  rake  from 
heaven  at  Jordxn>  when  he  baptkedfrib*, 
were,  together  with  hr*  holy  life,  fnffirient 
to  gain  credit  to  his  doAibie;  for  it  contain¬ 
ed  oq thing  new,  or  auraardinary,  more 


for  the  Meffiah  bimfetf,  as  one  diftmgmfoitrg 
mark  of  hit  fuperioriry  to  bis  foreran  ncr. 


On.  x. 


396  The  KvdngeVijt  Joins  parapbrafeS. 

RECOL  L'EC  T  I  O  N  $. 

With  what  ihining  evidence  does  Jcfus  appear  in  his  divine  and  office-charac¬ 
ters  !  Att  the  lhadow*  of  divinity  in  Jewtp  typical  roagiftrates  are  fulfilled  in 
firm,  ns  the  true  God ;  his  wonderful  worts,  which  he  performed  with  fovcreigit 
Mniefty,  and  by  bis  own  power,  are  convincing  proofs  of  it;  and  all  that  the 
icripxures'prcdi&cd*  or  prefigured  about  it,  center  in  him ;  for  they  cannot  be 
broken*  p  how  Jliocking  is  it  for  any  to  charge  the  true  fenfe  of  his  aflertions 
with  biafpliemy,  as  they  aferibe  proper  deity  to  him !  And  how  mdifpenJlbly  ne- 
ceffiiry  is  this  divine  Saviour  to  us,  who  is  our  only  way  to  God  and  glory*  and 
is  that  good  Shcpheid  of  thefheep  through  whom  they  obtain  holy  liberty  and 
delight*  fprritual  refreflunents*  and  rich  fupplica  of  all  their  wants*  in  paths  of 
xighteoufiiefo  here,  and  who  gives  tbepi  eternal  life  to  be  fully  enjoyed  hereafter, 
with  fiich  abundance  of  glory  and  bldTednefe,  as  is  matcbkfs  and  imfpcnfcahlCj 
and  never  could  have  been  pofiefled  in  any  other  way  wbatfoever!  He  is  abftdute- 
ly  gtxid  in  himfelf*  and  relatively  good  to  them  *  has  taken  the  charge  of  them, 
and  has  a  peculiar  propriety  in  them  3  and,  in  the  greatnefe  of  his  love,  has 
laid  down  his  own  life  for  them,  as  one  who  hit  power  in  himfcif  to  refign  and 
yefume  it;  and  did  both,  as  the  Mdliah,  in  obedience  to  his  Father’s  wifi,  that 
he  might  redeem  them  s  And  with  what  faitbfnlnefe,  wifdom,  and  grace,  does 
be  feartib  and  find  them  out,  and  bring  them  into  his  fold ;  and  what  an  esa & 
and  particular  notice  does  he  take  of  every  cue  of  them  !  How  does  he  guide 
;&nd  govern  them,  defend  them  from  all  their  fpii-itual  enemies,  deliver  them  out 
,cf  evtry  danger,  and  go  before  them,  that  he  may  lead  them,  through  fufivr- 
inp  and  death,  fufe  to  glory  !  Who  can  ever  deftroy  them  that  are  in  his  AN 
mighiy  hands,  nnce  he  is  one  m  nature  and  perfections  with  , the  Father,  who 
has  given  them  to  him,  and  concurs  with  him  in  fecuring  them  ?  And  as  he  tho¬ 
roughly  knows  the  Father,  and  delights  to  do  his  will;  fo  the  Father  lores  and 
owm  him,  afrhis  trutty  fervant,  and  bag  ait  entire  confidence  ia  him,  that  no- 
thing  (hall  irfifcarry  under  his  hand*  How  fhort  do  the  bell  of  uadcr-fhepherds 
fall  of  him  !  Ami  how  injurious  to  hbilock  are  all  that  teach  any  other  way  of 
falvation  than  by  him!  They,  having  no  comnuffion  from  -him,  fet  thcmfelves 
**p  agamft  his  authority,  feet  thdr  own  fecular  interefts,  cafe,  and  honour*  and 
degenerate  into  ravening  wolves,  that  fright  and  fcatter,  wound  and  endeavour 
to  dcltr^y  his  ihet^p,  infteadof  ftanding  by  them  !  But  how  much  foever  feme 
may  uppofe  and  revile  him,  and  prove  themfefres  to  be  none  of  bis  fheep,  by 
finally  reject  tog  him ;  he  has  a  dtnfeti  people,  that  fliall  hear,  underftand,  and 
efifiinguifh  his  voice,  and  follow  tarn*  that  fliall  By  from  corrupt  teachers,  as 
for  the  life  of  their  fouls,  and  fliall  relifli  the  pure  do&rinev  of  Chrift;  he  will 
have  a  people  to  believe  in  .him,  and  honour  him,  if  not  among  the 'great  and 
learned*  and  mighty  ones  of  the  earth,  yet  among  people  of  lower  rank,  and 
among  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jrwj>  who  IhaU  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  name,  and  a 
Vratie  through  all  generations* 


CHAP,  XL 

The  tidings  •which  Chrift  received  of  Lazarus’;  Jicknefs*  i>— 16-  The 
vijit  be  made  to  hit  ftftersf  when  he  heard  of  his  death*  17, — 32- 
if  is  r&iftng  him  from  the  dead,  33, — 44*  And  the  ff  this  on 

different  forts  ff  perfmt ,  45  >”57. 

Text,  pAUtPHaASE* 

Now  a  cor,ta'n  XTOW,  whilft  our  Lord  continued  preaching  beyond 
mw<il iiamrai  Jordan f  {chap,  x.  40.)  a  man,  whole, name  wae 

^Jahai)y,tlieu>i»n  Lazarus  t  ]»y  dangeroufiy  fide  at  a  little  Tillage)  near 
of  Jerufa!mt  called  Bethany ;  and  two  of  hit  filters  dwelt 

there 


Ch.  xL  The  RvangeSfi  John  parapbrafiiL  jgrf 


et  Miry  and  ha  there  with  him,  one  of  which  was  named  jKsry,  and 

filter  Martha.  ihe  other  Martha. 

*  2  Mary,  wboffe  brother  Lazarus  was  fo  extreme-. 

ruLflifcdrhc  Loni  ty  weafc,  was  a  woman  of  extraordinary  piety  and  affeo- 
with  ointment',  tion  to  Chi i ft,  being  the  fanfe  perfon,  who  afterwards, 
ft«wih'herhii^  {C^P'  *“•  3*  fe*  die  note  on  Matth.  xxvi.  6.)  at  a  pub- 
brother  entertainment,  anointed  his  feet  with  coftly  oint- 
Lmntwatlick.}  ment )  and,  ihftead  of  .a  towel,  wiped  them  with  her 
own  hair. 

»  Therefore  3  Thefe  filters  therefore,  being  m  uch  acquainted  with 
WdJty.-*-  Jefus  *,  and  having  great  faith  in  his  power  and  good- 
Lnl]  bdioff’fi  nefs»  fcnt  to  to"1*  faying.  Lord,  we  hearing  where, 
whom  thou  lov«ft  thou  wert,  and  knowing  that  thou  haft  a'  great  love  for 
11  ,ick-  oar  dear  brother  Lazarus ,  could  not  bat  in  duty  to  thee, 

and  tender  concern  for  him,  difpatch  a  roelfenger  art 
purpofe  to  tell  thee,  that  he  labours  under  a  very  threa¬ 
tening  illnefs,  and,  with  humble  fubmiflion,  to  refer 
his  affe&ing  cafe  to  thy  wifdom  and  companion,  with¬ 
out  prefuming  to  preferibe  to  thee* 

4  when  Jcfw  ^  When  our  bi riled  Saviour  had  received  this  account, 
ThU  (fickneii  "is  he  laid,  f,  This  diftempet  (hall  not  finally  ifluem  death; 
nor  unto  deaib,  but  is  defigned  to  afford  a  fpecial  oecafion  for  the  mani- 
bu  for  the  gk>nr  feftatron  of  God’s  perfe&ions  by  me,  that  I,  his  ecer- 
nat  Son  may  exert  the  divine  power  and  gooduefs,  and 
might  he  glorified  thereby  confirm  my  commifiion  in  a  more  remarkable 
thereby.  and  convincing  manner,  than  by  immediately  curing 

this  most*!  difeafe. 

.  j  Now  Jefn*  j,  <5  Now  Martha  and  her  lifter,  as  jvell  as  their 
md*1  her^fifta’  brother,  were  exceeding  dear  to  their  Lord  \  he  there- 
:.iid  Lsiiros.  .  ’  fore,  waiting  for  the  fitteft  opportunity  to  be  gracious, 
a  When  he  continued  two  days  where  he  then  was,  after  he  heard 
fare  ihat'^ie'wM  °f  Lazarufy  fteknefs,-  without  taking  any  further  no- 
fick,  be  abode  tiee  of  it,'  that  he  might  try  and  improve  their  faith 
two  day*  1U11  to  and  patience,  and  might  in  due  time  mamfeft  his  love 
*h«*bc  wafc*  10  t*,em  *n  fuch  a  way  as  would  beft  recommend  it, 
and  give  them  the  fweeteft  relifh  of  it. 

7  Then  after  7  Then,  after  the  expiration  of  thofe  two  days,  he, 
Jfc*1  JH**!  in  purfuit  of  the  kind  driigns  of  his  heart  to  the  uffiic- 
«$gn  bao  jadea  te(*  at  Set  baity,  laid  to  bis  difciples  that  were 

•gain.  with  hijn,  Come,  let  us  now  take  a  turn  again  in  Ju¬ 

dea. 


S  .Hb  difciples 
fry 


8  The  difciples  not  under  Handing  what  he  intended 
to  do  there,  nor  confidering  bow  eafily  he  could  five 
htmfelf  from  the  power  of  bis  enemies,  Lid  to  him, 

Maflcr 


NOTES. 

*  It  (cetns  tbit  he  ufcl  to  beentauinedat  or  at  Icaft  in  his  hearing,  that  he  might  re- 
their  hoiifc,  when  he  came  up  to  the  fealts  pop  it  to  the  ifllifltJ  family  for  their  com- 
at  JerufifttiL  fort,  and  lor  the  i  Hal  oi  their  faith,  wliilA 

f  He  yruiwbly  bid  this  to  the  OKfleager,  he  iwvcrihulrii  delayed  going  tv  ihcoi* 
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*>T.  onto  bio.  Matter,  what  means  this  furprtzing  motion  ?  We  re-* 
*«■£.£*«  member  with  great  concern,  as  it  it  were  (*")  but  now. 
Am*  thcc;  *nd  *hal  ^e  7eVff  »  tbofe  parts  were,  not  long  fince,  fo 
joeftthoo thither  malicious  and  outrageous  againft  thee,  that  they  fain 
"S1"1*  would  have  (toned  thee  tp  death,  {tbaf,  x.  31.)  And 

what,  (hall  fuch  bafe  unworthy  wretches  have  the  ho* 
sour  and  the  privilege  of  tby  prefence  again  ?  and  wilt 
thou  lb  foon  expofc  thyfielf  and  us  to  the  utmoft  danger 
among  them  ? 

»  Jdfa*  u*  9  Jefus  replied,  Alas f  where  is  yonr  faith,  who  latc- 
fM,Ar.  there  Jy  faw  how  eafily  1  efcaped  out  of  their  hands  i  Is  not 
SdKdlrlltiir  your  day  divided  into  twelve  hours,.*  which  are  allot- 
mmi  walk,  in  the  ted  for  labour  and  fervice  ?  Now  whilft  a  traveller  pur- 
day  he  awnbldli  fuc3  his  journey  and  bufinefs  in  its  proper  feafon,  ha- 
ficth  the  light  rf  vmg  the  light  of  the  fan  to  direct  him,  there  is  no 
■hi*  wadd.  great  danger  of  his  Humbling,  and  by  that  means  falling 

fhort  of  his  defign  :  So  the  appointed  time  of  my  life 
is  my  opportunity  for  finiQiing  Hie  work  my  Father  gave 
me  to jdo ;  and  the  knowledge  I  have  of  his  will  is  the 
light  that  guides  me  in  it ;  and  as  long  as  this  time 
lads,  there  is  no  dangcr-of  my  being  overpowered  by 
mine  enemies* 

m  But  if ,  man  io  But  if  a  man  would  travel  out  of  feafon,  in  tbe 

I"11  *"  night,  no  wonder  that  for  want  of  the  light  of  the  fun, 

boavfc  "ben:  it  he  Humbles  and  falls,  and  cannot  get  forward  in  his 
no  light  io  him.  way :  So  when  my  work  is  done,  and  the  time  deter- 
•  mined  of  the  Father  for  my  death  is  come,  I  fhall  no 
longer  deliver  rayfelf  from  tnioe  enemies,  but  (hall  fall 
by  their  hands* 

•1  Thefc  things  i  j  Our  Lord  having  laid  thefe  things  to  filence  their 

*fwr  objeOions,  and  take  off  their  fr are,  proceeded  to  open 
them,  Onr  friend  b*s  defign  in  going  back  to  Judea,  faying,  I,  who  know 
Lauras  fleepeds;  all  things  at  a  diitance,  as  well  as  nigh  at  hand,  allure 
m*  fou  *hat  your  dear  friend  Lazarus  is  now  fallen  into  a 

muvf  fleep.  deep  deep  ;  hut  I  am  going  to  roufe  and  awake  him : 

.  By  which  he  meant  that  Lazarus  was  really  dead,  and 
that  he  would  railc  him  again  to  life,  which  was  as 
eafy  for  him  to  do,  as  to  awake  a  man  out  of  deep. 

»  Then  Cud  12  The  difciplcs  replied,  Lord,  wc  are  glad  to  bear 
Lord  ifheflet  *  *  favourable  fyroptom  inbis  cafe  ;  for  if  be  is 

Jfcii  do'welE*  got  to  fleep,  there  is’  good  reafon  to-  hope  that  he  may 
recover,  without  thy  taking  the  trouble,  and  eipofmg 
thyfelf  to  the  danger  of  going  to  heal  him. 

t )  Howbdt,  1 3  ®ot  they  miftook  tbe  troe  fenfe  of  Chrifl's  words, 
Jefus  fpitc nf  hil  who  obvioufly  enough  fpoke  of  bis  being  really  dead, 
death:  under 

NOTE. 

*  y tita  being  about  twenty  degree*  nearer  they  generally  reckoned  them  to  con  fill  of 
the  equator  than  Gnat  JSri/t in  i?,  their  day*  twelve  hour?,  at  we  alio  do,  when  we  fpcak 
were  more  nearly  equal  than  own  ;  and  To  of  a  dry’s  work. 
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doth:  hot  tbqr 
thought  that  be 
had  I'pokcn  of 
taking  of  reft  id 
lieejh 

14  Then  faid 
Jefm  onto  them 
plainly,  Laura 
'a  dead. 


15  And  T  am 
gLd  foe  your  i  •  :* 
i+ul  I  wn  not 
ihcrtj  (ro  tbt  In¬ 
tent  yt  inty  be- 
tww,)  nevenhc' 
left,  Ul  usgp  os* 
to  him. 


16  Then  tiki 
Thorns,  which 
b  cilled  Didy- 
ioiif,  unto  hbfcl* 
tow-dud  pies.  Let 
us  iltt  go,  that 
vc  duj  die  with1 

him* 


ry  Thai,  whes 
Jdus  came,  he 
found  that  fct  hid 
lien  in  the  gnvc 
four  daft  ataudy, 

if  (Now  Be¬ 
thany  wet  nigh 
pnto  jcrofilcm  , 
about  fifteen  fur¬ 
longs  off.) 

19  And  maoy 
of  the  Jews  came 
to  Martha  and 
Mary,  to  com¬ 
fort  them  con¬ 
cerning  thdr  bro¬ 
ther. 

10  Then  Mar- 
tha,ufcoa  asihe 
heard  dial  Jcfui 
was  coming,  vent 
and  met  him :  but 
Mary 


under  the  notion  of  a  fleep,  as  death  was  often  called 
infertpturejand  yet  they  unthinkingly  fuppofed  him  on¬ 
ly  to  mean,  that  he  was  taking  his  natural  reft  in  fleep, 
which  was-  like  to  do  him  more  good  than  harm. 

14  Then  the  meek  and  humble  Jefus,  inftead  of  up^ 
braiding  them  for  their  ftupid  mifconftruclion  of  fucb 
an  eafy  and  well-known  metaphor,  bore  -with  their  in¬ 
firmity,  and  mid  them  -cxprcfsly  that  Lazarus  was  real¬ 
ly  dead. 

And  it  is  very  pleafing  to  me,  faid  he,  that  I  was 
not  with  him  before  he  died,  ftnee  ye  may  now  have 
an  higher  confirmation  of  your  faith  in  me,  than  bare¬ 
ly  curing  his  diftemper  would  have  been:  1  could  then 
have  healed  him,  and  even  now  at  this  diftance  could 
eafily  raifefrora  him  the  dead;  how  ever,  that  the_dmnes 
work  may  appear  before  you,  and.  many  other  eye-wit- 
nefles  to  be  of  my  own  doing,  let  up  go  to  his  grave. 

16  Then  Thomas,  one  of  the  twelve  apoftles,  who 
was  alfo  called  Dtdymus  *,  faid  to  the  reft  of  his  fellow- 
difciples  then  prefent,  Since  our  great  Mafter  is  refol- 
ved  to  run  this  rifquc,  come,  let  us  all  go  along  with 
him,  that  if  he  fhould  be  feized  and  ftoned,  or  fome 
other  way  killed,  we  may  take  our  lot  with  him  for  life, 
and  death,  and  eternity :  For  what  fignify  our  lives  on 
earth,  if  once  are  lofe  him  ? 

17  By  the  time  that  J^fus,  coming  with  Ms  difciples 
from  beyond  Jordan,  {chap.  X.  40.)  arrived  at  a  place 
near  Bethany,  {yet.  30.)  Lazarus  had  been  dead,  (orr. 
39.)  and  laid  in  his  frpalchre,  no  lefs  than  four  days, 
the  Jews  being  wont  to  bury  perfo'ns  as  foon  as  poffible 
after  their  death.  (efSts  v.  5,-10.) 

18,  19  Now  Bethany  was  a  little  lefs  than  two  miles 
diftam  from  Jerufalem  •,  and,  it  being  Co  near  that  city, 
a  great  many  friends  were  making  their  vilit  at  the 
houfe  of  mourning,  to  condole  with  the  two  difconlb- 
late  filters,  Martha  and  Mary,  and  tofoften  their  grief, 
as  well  as  they  could,  under  the  very  affe&mg  lob  of 
fo  dear  and  valuable  a  brother. 

20  While  they  were  thus  together,  tidings  were  pri¬ 
vately  brought  to  Martha ,  that  Jefus  was  juft  at  hand  t 
upon  which,  fhe  immediately  left  the  company,  and 
went  out,  to  teftify  her  rcfpe£t  to  him,  and  bid  him 


*  Thsjntt  in  the  Rtbrrlv,  and  Duirmat  in 
the  Grat,  fignify  a  twin;  and  protuUy  thi* 
name  was  gtren  him,  be conic  he  it  twin* 

hrtuhcr:  And  perhaps,  US  feme  think,  bis 
be-in  it  three  times  Ipufofl  of  io  thish  Goipd 
with  lilts  imcrpimuou  of  his  Dime  it  the 


us  here  tnd  chap*  *4.  a«d  xxv  v* 
mieht  be  to  intimate,  thst  he  bore  twins  of 
different  qualities,  like  anJ  ^/kr,  in 

Jiiihcvt,  he  bduj;  famahucs  *.m! 

at  others  full  of  uubuief. 
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Mary  fit  J2W  In 

lilt  ikOUlCi 


it  Thtfn  laid 
Martim  onto  Jo- 
fe.  Lord,  if  thou 
hufft  been  here* 
my  brother  bad 
not  died. 


11  Tbit  I  k  d ovft 
that'  even  now, 
frhatfOTcr  thou 
wUtatfc  of  God, 
God  will  give  U 
thee* 

ij  Jdii*  faith 
unto  her.  Thy 
brother  flul i  life 
again* 


*4  Martha f^UH 
unto  him,  l  know 
that  he  (hall  rife 
again  in  the  refur- 
refHou  at  die  Uft 
day. 


welcome  * :  But  Marjj  who  as  yet  knew  hothing  of 
the  matter,  (yer.  28.)  continued  with  her  friends  in  the 
houfe. 

21  As  foon  as  Martha  came  to  Jefus,  (he,  in  the 
midft  of  overwhelming  grief  and  diftrefe,  faid  to  him, 
Ah,  Lord,  how  happy  would  it  have  beeb  for  us,  if 
thou  hadft  Wen  fo  hind  as  to  come  hither,  when  we 
fem  word  of  our  brother's  ficknefsl  1  am  perfuaded 
that  his  miferablc  cafe  would  have  moved  thy  compaili* 
on,  and  that  thou  could  ft  eafily  have  prevented  his 
death,  and  all  the  difmal  forrows  occafionc.?  by  it. 

22  However,  Jet  me  hot  indulge  my  paflions  RS&far: 
I  am  well  fatisfied  thou  haft  fucb  an  entire  intereft  with 
God,  that  wharfoever  thou  lhalt  flill  defire  him  td  do, 
for  making  up  this  great  loft,  he  will  grant  it  f  >  and 
therefore  1  wholly  refer  myfelf  to  thy  wifdom  and  favour. 

23  Our  blefled  Lord  observing  that  there  were  forae 
low  workings  of  faith  in  her,  and  pitying  her  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  weaknefs,  and  of  her  prefent  diftrefs,  faid, 
for  her  fupport  and  comfort,  though  without  explaining 
particularly  what  he  meant,  Come,  cbear  up ;  your 
brother  (hall  certainty  rife  again  from  the  dead. 

24  Martha  anfwered.  Truth,  Lord,  I  firmly  believe 
that  there  fhall  be  a  re(urre€tion  of  the  dead,  both  of  the 
juft  and  unjuft,  [/i3t  xxir.  I  j.)  and  that  my  good  bro¬ 
ther  fhall  bear  a  glorious  part  among  the  rifing  faints  at 
the  end  of  time.  This  is  indeed  a  great  comfort  to  us ) 
but  alas  !  it  exceedingly  troubleth  us  to  think,  that  we 
have  loft  the  pleafure  and  tbe  benefit  of  his  agreeable 
company,  that  he  who  was  the  ftiength  and  glory  of 
our  family,  and  might  have  kept  up  its  name  in  Ifracl, 
is  gone,  and  that  we  fhall  never  fee  him  in  this  world 


is  Jtfrs  kid 
imto  Her,  I  am 
the  reftnrcftioii, 
mad  the  life;  he 
that  belie  vet  h  in 
me,  though  he 
were  dead,  yet 
fiiall  Itc  live* 


any  more. 

a  5  Cbrift  replied.  Whereas  you  only  fpeak  of  GotTs 
giving  me  wbatfoever  I  aft  of  himy  Be  allured  that  I 
have life  in  mjftfft  aud,  as  tbe  efficient  caufe  of  the  re* 
furreftion,  and  of  every  kind  of  life,  quicken  whom  l 
witty  {chap*  v*  21 1  26*)  And  though  the  believer  in  me 
muft  die,  as  well  as  other  men,  yea,  even  fuppofing 
him  to  be  akeady  literally  dead,  as  your  brother  now  is; 
yet  his  body,  as  well  as  foul,  (hall  live  again  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  world,  and,  if  I  plcafe,  in  this  world  too*  . 

26  And 


NOTES. 

f  And  fome  fbppofc  that  flic  wtiu  to  tell  not  going  fo  far,  as  to  red  upon  hi*  own 
hiui  what  d  v*Hupiuy  of  Jrurf  vm  in  the  power  for  making  upthishrfs;  nor  A%ks  k 
Itmife,  that  he  might  ale  his  prudence  in  co-  i<xai  to  me  that  (Tit:  as  jet  had  much,  if  any 
ming  anrnn"  them,  or  not.  hop*,  of  her  bmdicr's  heiug  railed  from  the 

f  fauh  was  very  drieftivc,  in  though  (he  might  btdievt  chat  God 

thinking  that  Chrift  could  not  prtYmt  her  able*  and  that*  if  Cbriit  kw  fit  to  at fc  it,  U 
kiothtt  f  dying,  when  at  x  diftmee,  and  in  would  do  it* 
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*«  And  who-  26  And  whoever  is  now  living  upon  earthy  abd,  be- 
fi'cy-r  livcth,and  jng  quickened  to  a  fpiritual  life,  believes  in  me,  (*  #« 
fiu!Tn«er  die!  (hallnot  die  for  ever,  by  undergoing 

Bc'.kvetl  ihoa  the  fecond  death  \  nor  (hall  his  body  altroys  continue 
dds?  in  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  but  I  will  ratfe  him  up  at  the 

laltday,  {chap.  vi.  14.)  Dod  thou  heartily  aflent  and 
confent  to  this  important  truth  concerning  me,  and 
them  that  believe  in  me? 


it  She  faith  ay  Martha  anfwe.red  him,  Yea,  Lord,  I  am  fully 
Lwni  -*'* r  believe  Pcr^uac^ed  that  thou  art  the  true  Melliah,  even  the  Son 
that  than  an  rte  °f  the  living  God,  who  was  fpoken  of  by  way  of  emi- 
Chrift  the  Son  of  •  pence,  as  (•««*#"»*)  he  that  cometh,  and  who,  accord- 
<iod which ihoold  jn„  to  antient  prophecies,  is  now  generally  expelled  to 
world.  appear  in  the  world  ;  and  I  believe  that  all  the  powers 

belonging  to  this  divine  Saviour  are  in  thee. 

And, when  28  And  immediately,  upon  having  thus  exprefled 
fte  had  Jo,  fsrid,  her  faith  in  him,  (he  haftneri  back  to  her  lifter  Mary  £ 

'nd'raUed'Ma^-  an^  w*1*0,er*ng  *n  ^er  car»  that  the  reft  of  the  compa- 
her  GOer ftctetly,  ny>  who  were  enemies  to  Cbrift,  might  not  hear  hfer, 
faying,  Tbe  M»-  faid,  I  have  joyful  tidings  to  tell  you,  The  Lord  Jefus, 

cdkiMbr  Uiet**  we  oft,°  f°r  our  great  Matter,  is  at  the  town's 

end,  and  aiks  very  kindly  and  particularly  for  you. 
so  As  foon  as  29  Mary  no  fooner  heard  this,  but,  in  the  fervour 
flx  hard  fat,  the  of  her  alfedion  to  Cbrift,  (be  fprung  up  from  her  feat  $ 
We  quickly, and  aii(j  ]eaTjng  her  friends,  ran  with  all  fpeed  to  meet 
him,  from  whom  the,  like  a  truly  gracious  foul,  ex- 
pelted  and  found  greater  comfort,  than  they  all  toge¬ 
ther  could  minifter  to  her. 


30  Now  jefos  30  Now  Jefus,  to  avoid  all  appearance  of  Often  ration 
was  not  yet  come  by  gathering  a  company  about  him,  and  to  (hew  how 
mtntne town, but  he  was  to  do  the  great  and  good  work  for  which 

where  Manha  he  came  thither,  pad  not  entred  into  the  village,  but 
met  him.  continued  at  the  fame  place  where  Martha  at  firft  met 

with  him. 


j*  The  Jews 
then  which  were 
with  ber  in  tbe 
houfe,  and  ecm- 
forted  her,  when 
tisey  6w  Mary 
that  (he  role  up 
huftily,  and  went 
out  ,  followed 
her,  dying,  She 
goeth  onto  the 
grave,  to  weep 
there. 

31  Then  when 
Mary  <ni  come 
where  Jefus  wm, 
and  Taw  him,  Ihe 
fell  down  at  his 
feet,  faying  unto 

him, 


31  As  foon  as  Mary  got  np,  and  went  out  with  fucli 
eagemefs  and  hafte,  her  condoling  friends  imagined, 
that,  in  the  excels  of  her  grief,  (he  was  gone  to  in¬ 
dulge,  aggravate,  and  vent  her  paffions,  at  the  grave 
of  the  deceafcd;  and  therefore  («)  they  immediately 
followed  her,  deCgning,  if  pofliblc,  to  reftrain  ami  pa¬ 
cify  her ;  But,  inftead  of  her  going  thither,  they  found 
(he  went  another  way  till  (he  came  to  Jefus ;  and  fo 
they  were  infenfihly  led  to  him,  and  made  eyt-witnef- 
fes  of  tbe  miracle  that  he  was  about  to  perftrm. 

32  'When  Mary  came  up  to  Jefus,  and  faw  him,  (lie, 
in  floods  of  rears,  threw  himfelf  down  at  bis  feet,  in 
trftimony  of  her  humhle  fuhmiffion  to  him,  and  'pro¬ 
found  reverence  of  him,  faying.  As  Marika  had  bc- 

f  C  c  fore. 


4at 
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hjm,i.otd,ifihoo  fore,  (vcr.  21 .)  Ah,  Lord,  how  much  have  we  fuffer- 
“taSEr td  tA  for  "3,lt  of  ^  P«fence !  If ^thou  hadft  hue  been 
nut  died.  here  when  our  dear  brother  lay  lick,  I  am  well  latii- 

fied  thou  would  It  have  commiferatcd  him  and  ua,  and 
coukift  eafily  have  prevented  fals  death. 

33  when  Jefus  33  When  therefore  the  holy  Jefus  faw  how  bitterly 

^  and  tiie  atteoJing  7<rw»  lamented  and  wept  on 
Jewislfo  wwpiug  this  occafron,  he  was  exceedingly  touched  and  moved 
which  cum  with  jn  (jjj  own  fpirir,  partly  with  compaflionatc  grief  and 
thcVpin^awiwas  difpleafure  at  the  inordinate  excels  of  Mary's  farrowing, 
troubled 3  even  in  his  pretence,  and  at  the  weaknefs  of  her  faith ; 

and  partly  with  holy  indignation  at  the.  unbelief  and 
bardueb  of  the  hearts  of  her  friends  *,  and  with  a  hu¬ 
man  pity,  in  prufpect  of  the  miferies  that  would  come 
upon  them,  who  he  knew  were  cruel  enemies  to  him, 
while  they  {hewed  fo  much  humanity  and  tenderness 
toward  her ;  And,  as  he  had  an  abfolute  command  of 
his  paLfions,  (*r*y*^>  *«»*<*)  be  awakened  a  due  com mo¬ 
tion  in  his  own  mind  on  tbefe  accounts. 

34  And  raid,  3.4  And,  that  there  might  not  be  the  leaf!  appear- 
■where  hm  ye  ance  0f  coIluGon  between  him  and  the  mourning  reta¬ 
ke  «ito  him1!  tions,  he  alked  them  in  what  tomb  they  had  placed  la- 
Lord,  come  *nd  zarut's  corpfe  ?  They  replied.  Lord,  If  you  ptcafe  to 

come  along  with  us,  wc  will  (hew  you  where  ne  lyes. 

33  Jefur  wept-  35  Jefus  accordingly  went  with  them  y  and,  as  he 
was  going,  a  consideration  of  alt  the  moving  circum- 
ftances,  then  before  him,  fo  affc&ed  his  heart,  that, 
being  a  roan  of  like  natural,  though  finleft,  palQons 
with  ourfclves,  his  eyes  ran  down  with  tears  of  grief. 

3d  Then  raid  36  Then  the  Jews  obferving  it,  fame  of  them  faid 
the  Jew*.  Behold  t0  others  in  a  fort  of  furprizc.  See  bow  affe£Uonateiy 
liowiielovcdbim!  jcfus  fayed  Lazarus  /  He  feems  to.  weep  heartily  for 

him. 


37  Atidfomeof 
rhem  laid,  Could 
not  thi*  mail, 
bliich  opened  the 
cyfi  of  the  blind, 
have  canted  that 
even  this  man 


37  But  (*)  others  of  them  fold,  in  a  way  0 f  reflec¬ 
tion  upon  him.  If  this  man,  as  is  reported,  chap.  is. 
6,-20.)  reftored  one  to  light  who  was  born  blind, 
could  he  not  as  eafily  have  prevented  the  death  of  bis 
friend,  for  the  loGs  of  whom  be  now  difeovers  fo  great 


JhuuU 

*  At  tW t  word*  Ti 

here  rendered,  ht  grooved  u i  projKT'- 

]y  figrity  to  lament  ot  groan  «i:h  anger  uid 
indignation  i  So  Jt  feem?  to  arctic  ton  much 
weaknefs  in  our  Lord's  juflioJis,  to  fuppufe 
tliut  he  was  thiu  eKtttdingly  grieved  and 
troubled,  merely,  in  u  way  of  fyrnpuhy  with 
Mary  and  her  friends,  on  acc  ituit  of  Hirfr 
hmemrions  at  iheir  loft,  ftnee  lie  dcfigiierl 
immediately  to  repair  it,  and  to  turn  their 
Jfrourmug  iuto  joy,  by  railing  Ljzmms  from 


Con- 

the  dead :  But  a*  it  was  no  noufual  thing  for 
Chrift  to  be  iiMtd  with  grief  and  anger  at 
the  fin  and  folly,  unbelief  and  hardnef*  of 
perlons  heart*,  and  with  borrow  in  the  pttjf- 
pc£t  of  approach  ing  miferies,  (Mart  iii. 
and  xvi  14,  Jrfja  xifi.  ai,  audlartr  kht.  41, 
4a.)  $0  the  confvUntionS|  that  I  have  ta¬ 
ken  into  the  Partphrafe,  f«*D  to  he  natural, 
and  were  every  way  worthy  of  Ms  compalE- 
on  ore  and  dbpkiftd  rtfent  malts,  snd  bet: 
fait  the  fodlPwiog  content. 


NOTE. 
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flion'd  not  have 
dk-J  ' 


;3  jefus  there¬ 
fore  again  groan¬ 
ing  in  tu'.ttielf* 
cometh  to  the 
grave.  U  was  a 
cave,  and  a  llooe 
lay  upon  it. 


concern  ?  He  certainly  would,  if  he  could  :  We  may 
therefore  conclude  that  ttory  to  be  all  iham,  and  that 
there  was  really  nothing  in  it. 

38  Jefus  therefore,  knowing  what  perverfe  and  un- 
believing  prejudices  were  vented  among  themfelveg, 
was  much  afFt&ed  again  in  his  own  fpirit,  fetching  a 
deep  figh,  with  compafliunate  grief  and  holy  indigna¬ 
tion,  as  before,  (1 ter.  33.)  ;  and  this  was  jull  as  he 
arrived  attbe  fepulchrc,  where  Lazarus  lay,  which  was 
3  cave4 ;  and  a  great  (tone,  as  ufaal,  was  kid  at  its 
mouth  to  inclofr  it. 


3A  Jefos  ftid, 
Tike  ye  away  (he 
ftpne.  Martha, 
the  lifter  of  bin? 
(list  was  dead, 
faith  aiuo  liiin, 
Lord,  by  this 
time  he  ftinketh : 
for  he  hath  been 
ritaJ  four  days. 


40  JehuCd'h  un¬ 
to  her ,  Said  1  noc 
uiuothcc,  that,  if 
thou  woukldt  bt> 
lievc,ll]0&  ftiou  UU 
crtfte  the  glory  of 
God? 

41  Then  they 
took  aviy  the 
if  one  from  the 
place  where  the 
ieid  was  laid. 
And  Jefus  lift  up 
fci  eye*,  and  laid; 
>atUcr,  I  thank 
thee 


39  Then  our  Lord  ordered  feme  of  the  flanders-hy 
to  roll  the  great  Hone  away  from  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,  that  he  might  not  work  a  needlefs  miraele,  and 
that  the  dead  carcafe  might  be.lecn  and  fmdt  by  the  fpec- 
tators  :  Hereupou  Martha^  the  filler  of  the  deceafed, 
little  thinking  -what  he  intended  to  do,  faid  to  him. 
Lord,  Why  fliould  your  a(Fe£tion  curry  you  (o  far,  as 
once  to  defire  to  fee  the  dead  cctpfe  now  ?  It  doublets 
by  this  time  begins- to  putriiy,  and  will  be  very  oflen- 
five  by  its  noifome  flench  :  For  my  brother  has  been 
dead,  and  buried,  {ver.  17 .)  thefe  four  days  ;  and  *tis 
now  too  late  to  hope  for  a  revival,  or  for  any  pleafure 
in  feeing  him. 

40  But  Jefus,  in  reply,  gave  her  a  gentle  reproof 
for  her  unbelief,  and  yet  encouraged  the  little  faith  (he 
had,  faying,  Did!  not  promife  you,  that,  in  cafe  of 
your  relying  on  my  power  and  gooduefs,  who  am  the 
refurre&ion  and  the  life  to  them  that  believe  in  me, 
you  fhould  fee  a  glorious  difplay  of  the  divine  perfec¬ 
tions  in  what  I  would  do  on  this  occafion  f  ? 

41  Then,  Martha  ddifling  from  ary  further  oppo- 
fition,  feme  of  the  people  removed  the  (lone  from  the 
mouth  of  the  cave  where  the  dead  corpfie  lay :  And 
Jefus,  looking  up  toward  heaven  in  a  foleinn  manner, 
Paid,  in  their  hearing,  Omy  Father^,  1  blefs  thy  name. 


N  o  1 

*  Perhaps  thi,  cuflom  of  burying  to  eaves 
might  be  in  imitation  or"  the  burial  of  Ahr** 
bum,  I/o:Kt  anti  Jictty  and  their  wives,  in 
the  cave  of  Macbpehbt  (Gw-  adix-  *j>,  jo, 
31.)  Theft  caws  for  perJbns  of  diftmflioii, 

is  Idiiraj  fccras  to  hare  been,  were  com¬ 
monly  in  rocks,  which  abounded  In  that 
County  :  In  ffimcof  theft  there  were  natu¬ 
ral  caverns  m  for  this  pnrpofe,  and  others 
were  cut  out  by  art,  as  Jsfcpb  of 

where  the  body  of  our  Lord  laid. 
(MtiUk  xxvii,  tfo  )  And  the  entrance  of 
tliefc  \\v>  (hilt  up  with  a  great  ftone^ 
vMch  fom dimes  had  a  mumimcitel  infer:  p- 
lioti  upon  it. 


E  5. 

f  It  ft eras  by  this,  that  Chrift  had  fiiiJ 
ir.ore  to  Mar/hd  than  is  be  far*  recorded, 
when  flic  firft  met  him,  and  when  ho  ptu  >t 
to  her,  (vrr.  2  $,  id.)  ^heiner  Ihc  believed 
what  be  had  declared  about  his  bemy  the  re- 
JurrcAioa  and  the  life,  ixod  about  a  iiJievar  s 
living,  though  lit  were  Jc;<d. 

t  For  underCUndhii:  fhU  and  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  vttics,  it  nviy  be  cf  lift  to  ohJcrvc, 
that  herc  is  no  appearance  of  Clirili’s  having 
prayed  to  his  F  arbor  for  puv-r  to  perform 
the  miracle  which  he  liras  to  work  ; 

jior  was  there  any  ocvilMii  tor  tr,  !*■.? 
having  before  Aid  ot  JiitfiKLl,  f  mu  tho  vo 
furriftion  a  ad  (he  lift,  (;rr,  a*.)  and  decia- 
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thcethattbouhad  that,  by  the  difpofals  of  thy  Providence,  thou  haft  grant 
heard  me.  ted  my  de  fife  of  this  remarkable  opportunity  for  exert¬ 

ing  my  power,  and  (hewing  forth  thy  praife. 
jt  And  I  knew  4S  I  indeed  {*•)  ever  wa«,  and  ftill  am,  abfolutety 

rtwt  thou  heart  it  furc  0f  thy  anfwcring  every  requeft  that  I  can  make, 
WaSthcJenl  will  bring  always  regobted  by  my  perfeS  know- 
pie  why*  ttiuwl  Isdge  of  thine  r  But  my  adarelong  thfce,  m  this  pub- 
by,  t  raid  it,  that  iic  manner,  is  merely  for  the  fake  of  the  people  here 
thlt  "hon^hall  pfel'ent,  that  my  difclples  may  be  folly  allured,  and 
febcrac.  that  others  may  be  encouraged  to  believe,  that  I  am 

the  true  MelTiah,  whom  thou  haft  lent. 

41  And  vhtn  43  And  having  fatd  thefe  words,  he,  Handing  with- 
he  had  thu*  fpo-  out  the  fepulchre,  did  not  thereupon  peep  and  mutter 
an  unintelligible  jargon,  like  a  necromancer,  or  dealer 
Lauras;  cone  wnb  familiar  fjnnts,  {Ifa,  vm,  ip,}  but  ipoke  out 
tank.  with  a  diftindf  and  elevated  voice,  to  intimate  the  a- 

wakenmg  power  that  attended  it,  faying,  without  any 
mention  of  hU  Father^  name,  but  with  the  majefty  df 
God  himfelf,  Lazarus ,  I  command  thee  to  come 
hither. 


44  And  he  Chat 
tru  dead  came 
forth, bound  hand 
and  foot  with 
£nve  *  clothes  : 
and  his  face  was 
bound  about  with 
a  napkin.  Jefus 
faith  onto  them* 
Loot  him,  and 
let  him  go. 

45  Then  many 
of  ^  the  Jews 
which  came  to 
Mary,  and  had 
feer>  the  things 
which  Jefus  did, 

believed  oa  hint. 


44  And  fo  powerful  wa$  this  word  of  command, 
that  the  dead  man,  being  tnftantly  made  alive,  came 
out  of  the  fepulchre,  in  his  burial  drefs,  (A£h  v*  6*) 
his  hands  and  feet  being  wrapped  up,  and  rolled  about 
witb  fwaddling-bands,  aud  his  eyes  blinded  with  atm- 
nen  cloth,  which  was  bound  about  his  head*;  And 
when  Lazarus  came  forth  in  this  confined  pofture,  Je¬ 
fus  ordered  fotne  of  the  company  to  fet  his  hands  and 
feet  at  liberty,  no  miracle  being  heedful  for  this,  that 
he  might  walk  home* 

45  This  wasfuch  an  mcontefiable  and  uncommon 
miracle,  that  many  of  thofe  Jrws>  who  had  come  to 
comfort  Mary 5  together  with  Martha ,  (ver*  19*)  un¬ 
der  her  loft,  were  thereby  induced  to  believe  in  him. 

46  But 


notes. 


red,  (chap***  %i3  itf.)  that  he  «*J  life  fa  him-  die,  and  that  fb  many  pcrfbns  of  note  fhonld 
Jctf*  and  ftuckfvcd  whom  he  v«ri rf*  His  di-  be  linmghr  together  on  that  occasion,  how, 
vine  nature  was  undoubtedly  fbffictent  far  with  his  own  djJcipics,  were  to  be  eye-wit- 
this ;  accordingly  when  he  told  his  dilcipkl  nefles  of  bis  mfing  Lazarus  from  the  dead 
of  Lazarus's  death,  he  fafcl,  (ter.  u*)  loo  for  the  dlablfrhmcnt  of  bis  own  dianAcr 
that  1  may  aw -A?  him  \  and  in  working  I  he  and  the  advancement  of  his  Father's  glory ; 
miracle  itfrlf,  there  is  not  the  leaf!  (hew  of  his  With  regard  to  which  he  had  faid  to  his  di£ 
applying  to  the Father  for  afliflancr,  or  taking  ciples,  (ver*  4,  15.)  Thu  fickstfi 
any  notice  of  him  ;  Btit  V  managed  it  with  an  the  yfary  of  Gad*  that  the  Sam  of  Goi  nagfit 
air  at  abfeUTte  fovemgniy,  like  the  Lord  of  hi  pimped  thereby :  And  l  am  find  for  ytatr 
life  zt\ rl  death,  laying,  with  di*  Authority  and  fain*  that  l  was  net  there,  to  the  intent 
majefty  of  a  God,  Lazarus*  come  firth*  as  we  that  ye  may  htBrve. 

foe  vtr.  And  therefore  1  take  it,  that  *  His  hands  and  feet  being  bound,  and 
this  thank  (giving  to  hfc  Father  was  for  the  his  eyes  covered  with  the  doth,  as  was  ufu- 
opportunity  that  Chrift  had  prayed  might  al,  to  prevent  the  ghaftly  appearance  of  a 
be  given  him  to  work  this  miracle,  in  fitch  deadcorpie,  (hewed  the  miraculous  power  of 
temarkahty  advantageous  cream  fiances,  by  Cbiift  in  brfoguighim  om  of  the  Jcputehte 
^is  Father1*  ordering  that  Lamms  (hould  In  thiafom,  as  wdl  as  inreilomig  him  colifc* 


Cl),  x. 

*6  But  Ibmc 
of  thcra  went 
ebeir  ways  to  ihc 
l^trifcci ,  tnd 
nl4  them  what 
things  Jefns  hud 
done. 


4^  Then  g»- 
flwred  the  dikf 
pridh  and  the 
PhaxifecE  *  coun¬ 
cil,  end  ft  id, 
What  do  we  ? 
for  this  man  doth 
many  miracle*. 


49  If  we  let 
him  thus  alone, 
aU  men  will  lic* 
Hctc  on  him  ; 
and  the  Roman? 
thill  cotne,  and 
take  away  both 
our  place  and  ua* 
turn. 


49  And  one  of 
them  xAtxtd  Cab- 
pha*,  being  the 
high  pritft  that 
lame  yeart  ftid 
unto  them.  Ye 
knuw  noihiaff  at 

*u, 


50  Hot  cob  fr¬ 
ier  that  it  is  ex¬ 
pedient  for  iif 
that  one  man 
Ihodd  die  for  the 
people,  and  that 
the  whole  nation 

periih  DOC. 
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46  But  others  of  them,  tho’  they  could  not  deny  the 
truth  ot  the  miracle,  were  fo  obftinatelv  and  malicioufly 
fet  again  ft  Cbrift,  that,  in  dead  of  believing  in  bin), 
they  were  fo  much  the  more  provoked  to  think,  how 
this  would  raife  his  reputation  and  authority  among  the 
people  ;  and  therefore  they  went  immediately  to  the 
Pbarifiet ,  his  molt  inveterate  enemies,  to  tell  them 
what  had  palled,  that  they  might  enter  into  effectual 
meafures  for  putting  a  (lop  to  him. 

47  Then  the  Pbarifies%  being  alarmed  at  this  infor¬ 
mation,  agreed  with  fome  of  the  chief  priefts  to  fum- 
mon  a  council,  in  which  they  gathered  together  to  con- 
full  agaiuft  the  Lord,  and  his  Anointed,  as  was  prophe- 
fied  {P/al.  ii.  2.)  faying.  What  fignifies  all  that  we 
have  hitherto  attempted  again  ft  this  man  ?  Jhme  more 
prudent,  and  yet  vigorous  ftep  .null  be  taken  with¬ 
out  delay :  For  from  what  we  ourfelves  have  lecn,  and 
our  own  friends  now  tell  us,  it  is  plain  heyond  denial, 
that  he  does  many  furprizing  miracles. 

48  If  we  fuffer  him  to  go  on  at  this  rate,  without 
fome  effe&ual  oppofmon  to  him,  he  will  foon  grow  fo 
famous,  that  all  the  people  will  be  perfuaded  to  be¬ 
lieve  bim  to  be  the  expected  Mcffiah  :  And  what  will 
be  the  confequence  of  that  ?  Why,  the  Roman  j  will  cer¬ 
tainly  take  umbrage,  as  if  wc  were  going  to  fet  up  a 
king  of  our  own,  and  to  throw  off  their  yoke;  and 
they  will  he  fo  exafpejated  at  this,  as  to  deprive  us  of 
all  the  remains  of  our  civil  and  religious  rights  and  li¬ 
berties,  and  even  to  deftroy  our  city  and  temple,  and 
put  an  end  to  our  being  a  diftinft  nation  any  longer. 

49  And,  while  the  council  were  at  a  lofs  what  courfe 
to  take  for  filencing  Jefus,  one  of  them,  namely  Ccua- 
pbait  a  bold  Sadducee,  {ARs  v.  17.)  who  had  no  fear 
of  a  judgment  to  come,  and  who,  by  the  favour  of  the 
Reman  government,  was  high-prieft  that  year,  (fee  the 
note  on  Luke  iii.  2.)  faid  to  them  with  great  fubtilty 
and  malice,  as  well  as  baugbtinefs  and  warmth.  All 
your  cautious  deliberations  are  to  no  manner  of  pur- 
pofc  :  I  find  ye  have  no  notion  of  what  is  neceflary  to 
be  done  in  fo  defperate  a  cafe,  which  muft  hare  a  def- 
perate  remedy. 

50  Nor  do  ye  conGder,  ( ut<  AatoyiCwSf )  in  all  your 
reafouing  on  this  head,  that  the  danger  of  the  prefent 
circumftances  obliges  us  to  have  rccourfe  to  the  old  po¬ 
litic  maxim,  of  preferring  a  public  to  a  private  good : 
We  have  no  need  to  trouble  ourfelves  with  nice  inqui¬ 
ries,  whether  this  man  be  an  impoflor,  or  a  prophet; 
we  do  not  know  what  be  ib  ;  but  it  is  certainly  better 
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that  he  fliouM  be  put  to  death,  tt|an  that  we  fliould  lofe 
our  all,  and  the  whole  nation  fhould  be  utterly  ruined 


Sl  And  this 
fpakc  be  not  of 
Knufetf;  (n»t.  t-f- 
in£  itigh  prkft 
thjt  yrar*  he  pio* 
phiTtfrl  that  J 
lh«uUf  d'e  iot 
tint  nation  $ 


,t  And  not 
for  that  nation 
on  tv,  tat  ftat  al¬ 
io  be  louid  g»- 
tiur  togriher  in 
one  the  children 
iit  *Tod  that  were 
Scattered  abroad. 


y  l  Then*  from 
tbit  day  forth* 
tbeylouk  counfcl 


by  fullering  him  to  live. 

5!  And  he  fold  this*  not  merely  frnnj  his  own  crafty 
and  wicked  defign  of  exciting  the  connci]  to  go  into  rc- 
fuliite  meafures  agaiiift  Jefus:  But  as  he  was  the  high- 
prieft,  and  head  of  the  JewiJb  church  for  that  year*  in 
which  Chrift  was  to  redeem  his  fpiritual  IfracU  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  Levlticul  priefthood  and  oblations,  by 
the  facrifice  of  himfclf  j  and  as  Causpkas's  words,  on 
aepount  of  his  exalted  character,  would  be  looked  upon 
as  oracles;  So,  by  an  over  ruling  providence*  he  ex* 
prefled  his  malicious  defign  in  terms,  which,  contrary 
to  his  own  intention*  contained  a  truth,  that,  in  another 
view  of  their  figmficarion,  was  prophetic  of  what  God 
bad  defigoed  thould  come  to  pafs,  vizy  That  Jcfus  be¬ 
ing  the  Melliah  *,  he  fliould  be  cut  off,  not  for  him  elf* 
but  as  a  propitiatory  facrifice  for  God’s  antic nt  people* 
the^rtuj: 

52  And  not  merely  for  a  remnant,  according  to  the 
flection  of  grace*  (il&m*  xi.  5.)  of  ehofe  Jews  that  dwelt 
together  as  a  nation  in  th?  land  of  J/raely  but  like¬ 
wise  of  fuch,  to  whom  pertained  the  adoption*  as  were 
dilpcifed  among  the  Genfify  :  Aad  not  only  for  thefe  } 
but  alfo  for  others  among  the  Gentiles  themfrivesj  who 
were  predeiiioated  to  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jcfus 
Chrift,  (Epb*  iv  5-^  that,  according  to  the  merit  of  his 
death,  they  atfo,  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  attend¬ 
ed  with  the  power  of  his  Spirit*  might  be  effectually 
gathered  into  one  church,  and  fellowfhip  of  believers 
with  the  Jews?  underChrift  theirHead,  {Epb.  i.  9,  10,)* 
where w  they  were  fcattered  abroad  among  all  nations 
of  the  earth,  like  iheep  ftraring  from  the  fold  of  their 
great  Shcphered,  {chap,  x.  16,) 

53  This  fubric  fpeech  of  Caiapbas  fo  fully  determin¬ 
ed  the  council  to  a£Un  concert  for  putting  Jefus  to  death, 
that,  from  this  time  forward*  they  frequently  confuted 


NOTE. 


together 


*  Ey  the  EvaflgtltfP*  eonflruftfon  of  this 
ptophcric  feme  of  Criap&asn  words  The  rhii* 
dr*n  $f  God,  tbdj  vert  paHertd  eifnad*  (vtr. 
$*•)  my  relate  to  thejnvr  difperfed  among 
rile  Genrikh  who,  tin  account  of  their  an¬ 
cient  adoption,  a$  God**  cmtnani^people, 
might  be  called  the  children  of  God;  And 
fuppofmg  that  he  rimed  his  thought  (HU 
Jttuthcr  to  the  Gnttifat  it  feems  a*  if  the  «.«- 
or  church  of  Ifacij  were  therein  conti* 
dered,  as  typical  of  the  whole  New  Teitu- 
roem-church,  confiding  of  G&idfes  is  well 
3®  ytvfi:  Otherwise  iheie  was  nothing  rn 
words,  about  the  whole  iwtfoii** 


periling,  that  could  he  conftmed  as  prophe¬ 
tic  of  ChriiV*  gathering  together  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  that  were  C  entiles ;  But  which 
ever  way  we  take  tbeEvangetiffa  meujing,  1 
do  not  fee  how  tt  can  extend  to  the  whole 
nation  of  the  Jew*,  and  all  individuals 
among  ihe  nations  of  the  GraJrfo,  or  &n 
fignify  any  more  than  the  tmtlfraci  or  God 
in  both ;  For  he  /peaks  of  fbdi  a  fruit  of 
ChrUVs  death*  as  faould  late  them  from  pe- 
t (filing,  and  fhou!d  be  10  gather  /a* 

gcthiT  the  child  re  a  of  God  into  one  fpi  ritual 
body  finder  Chrifl,  aii/wtrable  to  the  liVf 
language  that  is  uffd  U  it*v,  v*  j* 


Ch.  ri. 
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together  for 
put  him  to  death. 

54  Jdos  I  Here 
fore  walked  no 
mm  openly  a* 
rooog  the  Jew*  ; 
hut  went  thence 

into  a  country 
[Mur  to  the  «il- 
derntrs,  into  a 
city  edted  E- 
phraim^nd  there 

Continued  wilL 

lu*  difdplc*. 


If  And  the 
Jews  paflorer  was 
ni^h  at  hmuL : 
and  many  went 
out  of  the  wart* 
try  up  to  Jtru* 
ftlem  before  the 
piiflbvcr,to  purify 
thcmfdvcs- 


;tf  Then  fought 
they  for  Jeliu, 
and  fpike  among 
thcmfelvu  1  as 
they  flood  in  the 
tern  pie  ^  What 
think  ye,  that  he 
wtH  nor  come  to 
the  feafl  ? 

17  Now  both 
die  chief  priefts 
and  the  PJuri- 
Jccs  had  given  a 
command  meat  , 
that,  if  any  man 
knew  where  he 
were,  he  *  fliould 
Jhew  if,  that  they 
might  ukc  him 


together  about  the  ptopereft  opportunity,  and  the  fafeft 
method  for  compelling  ir. 

54  Our  hi f fled  Lord  therefore  well  knowing  their 
fecret  and  refolute  combination  againft  bis  life,  and  that 
the  rime"* appointed  of  the.  Father  for  his  death  was  not 
yet  fully  come,  prudently  declined  walking  about  openly, 
as  he  was  wont,  to  preach  and  work  miracles  among  the 
Jmu%  at  Jemfalem ,  and  the  parts  adjacent :  But  he 
withdrew  to  a  certain  town  called  *  Ephraim,  which  lay 
in  a  remote,  and  more  retired  part  of  [he  country,  bor¬ 
dering  upon  the  wilderncfs  of  Judea  \  and  there 

he  fpent  his  time  in  private  convetfation  with  bis  dif- 
ciples,  till  within  fix  days  of  the  paflbver,  {chap.  xti.  t.) 

55  At  length  the  Jrwi/b  pa (Torcr  drew  near,  which 
was  the  laft  that  Jefus  eat  with  his  difciplcs,  or  that  was 
ever  celebrated  by  divine  authority,  he  having  fpon  after 
legally  put  an  end  to  th^t  typical  folcmnity,  by  the 
facriflce  of  hitnfelf;  And  great  multitudes  from  all  parts 
of  the'eountry  repaired  to  Jemfalem,  as  ufual,  fome  lit¬ 
tle  time  before-hand,  that  they  who  had  contracted  any 
ceremonial  uncleannefs,  might  perform  the  rites  of  pu¬ 
rification  appointed  in  the  law,  in  order  to  their  parta¬ 
king  of  that  religious  feaft. 

56  The  city  therefore  filling  apace,  and  our  Lord  not 
appearing  there,  the  people  fought  after  him  3  and,  at 
their  meeting  together  in  the  temple,  faid  one  to  another, 
What  are  your  thoughts  about  Jefus’s  oot  being  here? 
Will  he,  according,  to  cuitom,  come  up  to  this  paflover, 
or  will  he  flay  away  for  fear  ol  his  enemies  ? 

57  Now,  though  (otne  might  afk  thefe  -queltions  out 
of  good-will  toward  him,  being  defirous  to  fee  and  hear 
him,  and  get  good  by  him  3  and  others  out  of  mere  cu- 
riofity  ;  yet  there  were  others,  that  wanted  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  chief  priefts  and  Pbarifoet  s 
For.  they,  as  a  council,  bad  iflued  out  orders,  ftriCtly  re¬ 
quiring  upon  pain  of  their  utmoft  difpleafure,  that  if 
anyone  knew  where  be  was,  he  fliould  not  conceal  him, 
but  Jhould  forthwith  difeover  him  to  them,  that  they 
might  apprehend  him,  and  profecute  him  even  unto 
death. 


recollections. 

How  common  is  it  for  fuch  as  dhrift  loves,  and  as  (incercly  love  him,  to  be,  like 
Lazarus,  fick  unto  death,  and,  like  Mary  and  Martha,  mourning  the  Jefs  of 
the  deareft  friends  and  comforts  of  life !  But  what  encouragements  may  they 
take  hum  his  love,  to  apply  in  all  their  diftreilcs  to  him !  Though  he  may  fome- 

times 


NOTE. 

*  This  Ephrdjs  wu  G>  obfeurt  a  place,  or  EfbrMm  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin :  But 
iHet  it  is  uticcfrain  where  it  flood,  or  who  which  ever  it  was,  it  probably  bordered  oa 
Aer it  were  Ephrafd,  in  the  tribe  of  the  wiUcmcfr  of  Jxdta, 
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times  delay  an.aufwer,  and  we  may  be  apt  to  misjudge  his  conduit,  and  give 
Wiiy  to  unbelief,  while  we  look  at  the  difeouraging  circwmftancea  that  fumound 
«s,  inftead  of  looking  to  the  promifes  and  power  of  Chrift;  and  though  we  may 
expert  a  reproof  for  it ;  yet  now  does  he  bear  with  us*  and  wait  to  be  gradous, 
that  be  may  glorify  his  own  and  his  Father's  name,  improve  our  faith,  and  do 
us  good,  m  abetter  way  than  we  ourfelves  defired  !~With  wtet  ohearfulnefs 
and  diligence  fhould  we  follow  hi*  example,  in  working  for  God  whilft 
it  is  day,  fincc  death  will  foon  put  a»  end  to  all  opportunities  forit  1  How 
willingly  fhould  we  take  cmr  lot  with  our  Lord,  for  this  world  and  the  next  i 
And  why  IhouM  behever®  be  afraid  of  dying,  to  Peep  in  Jefus,  who  will  awaken 
them  again  in  the  morning  of  a  bit  fled  rrfhrrc&on  !  Ben  old  the  God  in  him, 
whn  fpote  of  himfelf  as  the  object  of  faith,  as  the  refnnrfHon  and  the  life, 
mid,  by  his  absolute  word  of  command,  quickened  Lazarus  from  the  dead,  and 
called  him  forth  out  of  his  grave !  And  behold  in  him  the  man  of  like  natural 
paffinns  with  ourfelves,  when  on  moving  occalions  he  groaned  in  fpirit*  and 
(lied  tears  of  grief !  And  how  admirably  did  Providence  over-rule  various  rir- 
jcumftaiKxs,  that  in  thefr  ways  he  might  sUft  both  the  God  and  the  Man,  before 
many  credible  witnefles !  WbatfoeYer  we  believe  concerning  him,  onr  faith  is 
vaftly  defective,  unlefs  it  refis  upon  him  as  that  Saviour,  who  is  the  Son  of 
God,  in  fuch  a  peculiar  and  exalted  fenfc,  as  to  be  himJHf  Ood,  and  whofe  own 
power  can  perform  all  things  for  usv  We  may  therefore  think  we  hear  him  fey- 
jug  to  us,  Believed  thou  this  ?  Ami  wc  fhould  not  be  fatislied  till  we  can  an- 
fwer*  Yea,  Lord,  we  believe  it.^-Uow  kind  and  compaffioeate  is  he  to  bis 
articled  friends;  how  tenderly  does  hr  fympatbize  with  thtm  ;  what  rich  cun- 
filiations  may  they  find  in  him  under  all  thrirtroublcs;  howeahlycan  he  makeup 
their  greateft  Ioffes,  and  reftore  former  mercies  beyond  all  their  own  hopes 
whenever  he  pleafcs;  and  how  readily  fhould  we  go  to  meet  with  Jcfos  1  And, 
when  once  he  appears,  how  great  is  the  joy,  what  (never  our  forrowa  were  be¬ 
fore  l  The  Jems  tbemfclves,  may  indcttJ  teach  us  Sympathy  with  our  mourning 
friends;  but  none  pities  like  Chrift,  and  none  can  relieve  like  him :  And  O  wbat 
wight  we  not  hope  fur,  had  he  but  faith  to  depend  upon  him  according  to  his 
wonl  I  And  what  glorious  things  will  be  work  for  them  that  believe  m  bun  ! 
Though  they  mult  die  out  of  this  world,  like  other  men,  they  fhall  not  die  for 
ever;  but  he  will  raife  them  up  to  a  hlefled  immortality  in  a  better.  Rut  alas! 
]iow  great  are  the  prejudices  that  are  found  agarnft  hint-in  men  of  carnal  minds? 
Though  they  thcmfclves  were  to  fee  him  open  the  eyes  of  them  that  were  born 
blind,  and  raife  them  to  Kfe  that  bad  been  dead  long  enough  to  (tin k  in  their 
paves ;  yet  unlcfs  the  lame  divine  power  be  exerted  to  open  the  eyes  of  their 
own  underftan dings,  and  quicken  than  to  a  fpmtual  life,  they  will  not  believe 
in  him  to  eternal  life :  While  fume*  through  grace,  are  brought  over  to  him; 
otters,  from  worldly  views*  endeavour  to  expofe,  and  take  counfH  againft  him: 
Bat  all  their  devices  Hull  be  over- ruled  to  fiibfcrve  the  falvation  of  the  children 
of  God  of  all  nations,  uhcrrvrr  they  arc  frittered  abroad;  and  whatfoevermay 
he  the  defign  of  men  a  gain  ft  Chrift,  and  the  various  thoughts  of  their  hearts 
concerning  btra,  he  will  carry  on,  and  finiih  his  work,  in  his  own  time  and 
TW* 


C  H  A  F,  XIL 

Mary  anoints  ChrijPs  fed  at  Bethany,  The  people  flock  to  fee 

him  and  Lazarus,  p.  The  chief  priefis  confult  to  kill  Chrift ,  to,  n. 
He  rides  in  triumph  tp  Jcrufatem^  I  a, — 19*  The  Greeks  defire  to 
fee  himt'lQt—i'x*  He  fardels  bis  death  and  its  effe&s,  23, — 33* 
His  folemn  warning  to  the  Jews*  34,  36*  The  continued  infidelity  of 
f  he  generality  <f  pbejn^  though  feme  of  the  rulers  believed  him  to  be 


the  table 
tutu* 


with 
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the  Mcjfiaiy  but  did  not  own  bimy  37, — 43.  He  cjjerts  bis  divine 

mijfisn,  44, — 50. 

Paraphrase. 

T* it.  \jOW  the  time  appointed  of  God  for  the  death  of 
^  Chrift  being  juft  at  hand,  he,  to  fljew  bis  great 
tbe  paflo«r,eame  Teadinefs  for  yielding  obedience  to  his  Father’s  will  there- 
to  Bethany,  where  in,  we  nr  the  day  before  the  fabbath,  Gs  complete  days 
baa  b«n  before  the  paflover,  to  the  village  called  Bethany^  where 
win  no  he  Lazarus  dwelt,  whom  he- had  miraculoufly  reftortd  to 
wiied  from  the  jtfe,  [chap.  xi.  43,  44.  fee  the  note  on  Matth.  xxvi.  6.) 
“^Thne  they  2  Upon  btB  arrival  thither,  his  friends  provided  a 
made  btm  a  fup-  handfome  entertainment,  and  invited  him,  and  (yer. 
pci,  ud  Martha  4.)  his  difdples  with  him  to  fnpper,  that  being  the  prio- 
m™*  UsILii'or  cipat  meal  among  the  Jtws\  and  Martha ,  to  teflify  her 
them  thjt  Qt  kc  gratitude,  veneration,  and  efteem,  waited  upon  btm 
like  a  fervaot,  *  though  (he  wasa  perfon  of  conGderahle 
rank  :  But  Lazarus  hiinfelf  fat  at  table  with  him,  that 
all  the  company  might  be  witnelTea  of  his  being  alive 
and  in  health,  and  of  his  eating,  drinking,  and  con  vet- 
fmg  again  like  other  men. 

3  Then  Marjy  the  other  filter  of  Lazaruit  that  fhe 
might  likewife  pay  her  grateful  Acknowledgment  of 
Chrift’s  favour,  and  her  honourable  regard  to  him, 
brought  a  pound  of  odoriferous  ointment,  made  of  the 
molt  genuine  ('<?<*«)  andcoftly  fpikenard  ;  and  coming 

. .  behind  him,  as  he  (bt  at  table  with  his  feet  thruft  but 

her  hair:  indite  backwards,  fhe  fuppled  his  feet  with  the  ointment,  and 

w“  wiped  them  with  her  own  hair,  as  thinking  that  (he 

(he  oinuneiiu'  could  not  humble  herfelf  too  much,  in  cipreffing  her 

veneration  of  fuch  a  great  Lord  and  friend ;  And .  that 
fhe  might  further  teflify  her  faith  in  him  as  Melfiah,  the 
King,  and  might  add  another  token  of  the  higheft honour 
that  was  anciently  put  upon  thegreateftperfonages,  [Pfai* 
xxiit.  5.)  (he  poured  the  reft  of  the  ointment  upon  his 
head,  (Matth.  uvi,  7.  foe  the  note  there)  the  perfume 
of  which  diffufled  a  grateful  {cent  thro’  the  whole  room, 
and  was  a  fit  emblem  of  thefweet  odour  of  Chrili's  ap¬ 
proaching  death  and  (acrifice,  and  of  the  graces  of  his  Spi¬ 
rit,  which  Qiould  be  (tied  abroad  in  confcquence  thereof. 

4  Then  faith  4»  5  Hereupon  Judas  Ifcariot,  who  was  the  fon  of 
an*  of  his  difd-  one  Simont  and  an  apoftle  of  Chrift,  difoovered  a  malig- 
^les,  judas(lft»-  n0nt  difeanteqt  at  the  honour, done  to  his  Lord,  faying. 

What 

H  ,P  T  B,  f 

*  1c  tppgn  tbit  Martb&  toe  a  perfon  of  thdi*  being  in  hoaJc  of  entertainment  to 
font  figure,  the  gr tat  reipcA  that  wai  our  Lord  and  hi*  di&iple*,  he  probably  lod* 


3  Then  took 
a  pound 
of  ointment,  of 
fpitenard,  wry 

eerily,  gild  a* 
nointixl  the  feet 

of  and  wi¬ 

ped  hU  feet  with 


t  fine  . 

paid  to  tier  and  her  filler,  in  rilib  and  coo* 
dolanctt,  it  Lazana's  death,  a*  welt  at  from 
die  coflly  ointment  that  her  filler  tried  in 
piquing  ChriiTs  feet,  (ver,  3,)  aoi  from 


ging  there,  when  he  returned  from  Ttrufa* 
km  to  drtkmj  every  evening  of  the  Ian  week 
of  hit  life,  which  he  now  entered  upon- 


4io 
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which  ihould  be* 
tny  him, 

I  Why  was  not 
this  oinrrwnr  mid 
for  three  hundred 
pence,  and  riven 
U>  the  poor: 

f  This  he  laid, 
not  (bat  be  cared 
for  the  poor-  hot 
heemfe  he  was  a 
thief,  and  had 
the  hag,  and  bare 
what  tu  put 
therein. 


T  TTien  (aid 

ilrfus,  Ur  her  .v 

one:  ag.i'Hll  the 
day  of  my  bury¬ 
ing  hath  Hie  Kept 

this. 


8  For  the  poor 
always  ye  have 
with  you  t  hut 
me  ye  hare  nut 
always* 


9  Much  people 
of  the  jew*  there¬ 
fore  knew  that  he 
was  there'  and 
they  came,  not  for 
Jefil*  fake  only, 
hut 


What  an  extravagant  wafte  isthis,  without  any  manner 
of  occafiou  for  it  ?  Why  fhould  our  Mailer  or  we  fuffer 
fuch  profnfenefs?  Would  it  not  hdve  been  much  better 
to  hare  fold  this  rich  ointment  for  the  great  price  it  would 
have  fetched,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark  xiv.  5.}  and  to 
have  relieved  the  poor  with  it  ? 

6  Thereafooof/Biiu’jfpeukingin  this  manner  was, 
not  that  he  had  any  real  concern,  as  he  pretended,  for 
the  poor ;  hut  bccaufe  he  was  a  man  of  a  covetous  tem¬ 
per  and  diihoneft  principle  ;  and  what  little  money  Guilt 
and  his  difciples  had  for  nefieflary  fupplie£,  was  com- 
mittedto  his  keeping,  who,  had  the  price  of  this  ointment 
been  put  into  his' hands,  might  hav.e  purloined  fome  of 
it,  or  run  away  with  it  all,  in  cate  the  flittering  days 
which  his  matter  talked  of  fhould  come, 

7  Our  Lord  therefore,  (**}  knowing  his  wicked  dc- 
fign,  but  taking  no  public  notice  of  tr,  replied,  C*wr) 
Do  not  be  fevere  upon  this  good  woman,  let  her  go  on 
peaceably  with  thefe  tefti monies  of  her  refped  to  me : 
She  herein,  by  a  fpecial  direction  of  providrhcc,  acts 
more  fuitubly  than  you  are  aware  of,  to  my  circum, 
fiances,  who  am  juft  ready  to  be  put  to  death,  and,  ill 
effect,  is  only  expending  that  upon  me  a  little  before 
my  burial,  which  you  cannot  deny  to  have  been  a  fit 
referve  for  an  embalment,  which  fhe  will  have  no  op¬ 
portunity  for,  after  it. 

8  And  as  heknew  that  Others  of  the  difciples  had  like- 
wife  been  influenced,  by  yz/d<j  rVplau  (i bl  e  pretence  of 
charity,  to  find  fault  with  what  Mary  had  done,-  {Mattb. 
xxvi.  8,  9.)  he  told  them  there  was  no  occafton  for  their 
uncafinefs  on  that  account:  Fori  faid  he,  in  thedifpo- 
fals  of  providence,  in  fuch  a  world  of  fin  and  mifery  as 
this,  there  will  be  always  poor  people  ertougb  jiving  a- 
mong  yop,  to  furntih  opportunities  for  liberality  and 
compaction  toward  them,  according  to  your  ability, 
whenever  ye  may  be  inclined  to  it;  but  in  a  very  little 
time  I  (hall  be  no  longer  corporally  prcfenc  with  you, 
and  all  opportunities  will  loon  be  over  of  {hewing  any 
tindnefsor refpeft  to  mein  perfon  again. 

9  NowaaCbrift  was  at  Bethany*  ■  within  lefs  than  two 
miles  of  Jerttfakm*  ah  undance  of  the  Jemt  foon  heard 
of- bis  being  there;  and,  as  the  fame  of  his  late  furpri- 
zing  miracle  was  fpread  among  them,  they  immediately 
flocked  *  thither,  not  merely  for  the  fake  of  feeing  and 
bearing  him,  but  that  they  might  likewjfc  fee  and  con- 

veife 


NOTE. 

*  If,  as  we  have  foppofot,  Ckfift  mi  at  that  this  company  -came  to  B tthnj  on.  tit 
thi*  entertainment  on  the  evening,  a*  feoo  u  next  diy,  whidi  was  the  firtt  day  of  ih: 
the  fabbath  was  over,  it  is  highly  probable  week. 


Ch.  lii. 

but  that  th?y 
miwli:  fit  Laia- 
ms  *rhf>m  he 
hid  raifal  from 
the  dead. 

iu  But  thrch'rf 
priefts  con  fill  ted 
that  ibey 
put  L^artu  ail'o 
to  death ; 

it  TSccaufc^ft 
by  rcalim  rt(  him 
many  of  the  Jews 
went  awayt  and 
believed  on  Jefiis- 

ii  Ontherce\e 
day,  nvjch  people 
that  were  come  to 
the  f«tl#  when 
they  bwM.  that 
Jo ( its  wjs  coming 
to  fcvu^lem, 

1 1  T*m*t  bran- 
dir*  of  palm- 
tree*,  and  went 
forth  to  meet  him, 

and  eiiciK  H«£in- 
n  ilu  MefTed  m  the 
Ring  of  ifradthat 
cnniEth  in  the 
n  ime  of  the  I  -ord* 


14  And  Jefaf, 
wb?n  he  had 
fmind  a  you  ng  afs, 
Ifut  thereon  f  as  it 
is  writirn, 

t  f  F  car  not, 
daughter  of  St*m: 
behold,  thy  King 
cornet  h  *  lit  rt  ogon 
y3  atips  cob* 
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verfe  with  Lazarus  himfelf,  whom  he  had  brought  to 
life  again  from  the  dead. 

10  But  the  chief  priefts,  inftead  of  being. foftened,  or 
fuitably  affected  with  fuch  a  wonderful  inftance  of 
Chrifl*s  power  and  goodnefs,  were  filled  with  rage  nod 
envy  at  it  ;  and  confpired  againft  the  life  of  Lazarus , 
which  had  been  thus  miraculouily  reftored,  refolving  to 
put  him,  as  well  as  Jcfus,  to  death; 

1 1  Bccaufe,  by  means  of  this  undeniable,  living  proof 
of  Ch  rill’s  divine  chara&er,  many  of  the  Jews  were  in-, 
duced  to  think  meanly  of  their  rulers,  and  defert  their 
party,  and  to  believe  that  Jefus  was  the  Mefiiah,  not* 
withltanding  all  that  his  enemies  could  fayto  the  contrary. 

12,  13  And  fo  great  an  intereft  did  he  hereby  obtain 
in  the  affections  of  the  people,  that  the  next  day,  thd 
fecond  day  of  the 'week,  vail  multitudes  of  them,  that 
were  comte  from  all  parts  to  Jerufalem  againft  the  pa  Ho¬ 
ver,  when  they  heard  that  he  was  repairing  thither  too, 
gathered  boughs  of  palm-trees,  and  went  out  of  the  ci¬ 
ty  to  meet  him ;  and  brewing  feme  of  their  hranches  in 
the  way,  (Mattb.  xxi.  8.)  and  carrying  others  in  their 
hands,  they  attended  him  in  folemn  proceflion,  and 
{houted  aloud  with  all  the  joy  that  ufed  to  be  expreffed, 
together  with  thefe  ceremonies,  at  the  feaft  of  taberna¬ 
cles,  (Lev.  xxiii.  40.  and  PfaU  civiii.  25,  26.)  laying, 
ffqfanna,  May  all  profperity,  victory,  and  fuccefs,  crown 
the- long  expeflcd,  and  now  prefent  King  of  Jfraelt 
May  he  reign  and  triumph  for  ever  !  Blefled  be  his  glo¬ 
rious  name;  we  rejoice  in  binn,  and  bid  him  welcome, 
who  is  come  from  God  himfelf,  and  is  cloathed  with 
his  authority,  as  our  Mefiiah,  to  fave  us  from  all  our  e- 
nemies,  and  to  load  us  with  his  benefits.  (See  the  notes 
bn  Matth.  xxi.  9.) 

14,  15  And  as.tbe  people  thus  furrounded  him  with 
acclamations  and  praifes,  Jefus  himfelf,having procured  a 
young  aft,  rode  upon  it  in  a  way  of  uncommon  tri¬ 
umph,  with  circumfbnces  of  abatement,  fuitableto  his 
{late  of  humiliation,  and  with  a  (hew  of  grandeur,  that 
prefigured  his  approaching  exaltation  to  the  kingdom : 
And  this  was  ordered  in  providence,  though  undefin¬ 
ed  by  the  people,  to  be  a  literal  accomplifhmem  of  an 
infpired  prophecy  concerning  the  Meffiah,  (Zed.  lx.  9.) 
where  it  is  faid.  Rejoice  greatly,  0  daughter  ef  Zion  t 
Jbmitf  0  daughter  if  Jerufalem  ;  let  your  joy  expel  all 
yonr  former  fears,  O  every  fon  and  daughter  of  the  new 
Jerufalem ,  and  heavenly  Zion;  Behold,  thy  Kagameth 
vnto  thee  t  he  is  jufi ,  and  having  falvatien ,  lowly,  and 
riding  upon  an  aft ,  and  upon  a  colt,  the  foie  of  an  aft » 
(Seethe  notes  on  Maith.  xxi,  5)  7.) 


16  While 


cb.  liu 


4« 
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id  Thefe  things 
Qoderftood  not  Nil 
diftiplc*  at  the 
firft :  bat,  when 
Jcfus  was  glorifi¬ 
ed,  then  remem¬ 
bered  that 
thefe  things  were 
written  of  him, 
and  ibat  they  hid 
done  thefe  things 
iuuo  him* 


17  The  people 
therefmx  that  w«s 
with  him,  when 
be  culled  Lazarus 
dm  of  his  grave, 
and  railed  him 
from  the  dead* 
bare  record* 

*3  For  this 
Caofc  the  people 
alft>  Diet  him,  tor 
that  they  heard 
that  he  hid  done 
this  miracle*  v 
-  tpThtPharifces 
there  fore  Lid  a- 
■nottg  thtmfelvcs, 
Perceive-  yc  how 
yc  prevail  no¬ 
thing  ?  behold , 
She  world  it  gone 
after  him* 


16  While  tbefe  things  were  transacting*  the  difciples 
of  our  Lord  were  fo  far  from  ufingany  under-hand  me¬ 
thods  to  promote  them,  that  they  had  00  notion  of  their 
reference  to  the  Mcffiah's  character ;  But  when  he  was 
afterwards  exalted  to  his  heavenly  throne,  and  (hed 
down  his  Spirit  upon  them  from  on  high,  their  under- 
Bandings  were  enlightened,  and,  to  the  confirmation  of 
their  faith,  they  perfectly  recollcded  that  thefe  very 
circum  dances  were  foretold  m  prophecy,  and  had  heeu 
punctually  fulfilled  in  him. 

17  The  immediate  occafion  of  which  was  this,  tbofe 
peifoDs,  who  were  prefent,  when  Jefus  raifed  Lazarus 
from  the  dead,  declared  that  they  law  him  come  out  of 
the  grave,  at  Ohrid’s  authoritative  word  of  command. 

18  This  was  the  principal  reafon,  why  fit  great  a 
multitude,  at  that  time,  went  out  of  the  city  to  meet 
and  applaud  him,  in  that  public  manner,  as  the  Met 
fiah  t  for  they  were  well  fatUfied  hy  the  report  of  thefe 
credible  eye-witnedes,  that  he  had  really  wrought  this 
very  extraordinary  and  furprizlng  miracle. 

19  The  Pharifies  hereupon  were  filled  with  the  ut- 
moft  rage  and  vexation,  faying  one  to  another,  Alas !  to 
what  tittle  purpofe  are  all  our  authority  and  zeal,  threat- 
nings  and  perfuafione,  contrivances  and  oppofition  to 
fupprefs  this  man  \  Inftead  of  the  peoples  being  reftrain- 
cd  by  our  attempts  againft  him,  they  grow  more  fond 
of  him  than  ever.  Loot  what  a  *  world  of  them  run 


%0 


And  there 
.  certain 
Greeks 


after  him,  and  are  all  at  once  become  ^his  difciples! 
What  will  this  come  to  at  length,  unlefc  fome  more 
fpeedy  and  effectual  courfb  be  taken,  than  we  have  yet 
gone  Into,  to  put  a  (lop  to  it  ? 

And  at  the  lame  time,  fome  religious  per- 


20 


fons  among  the  Gentiles  were  ftirred  up  to  earned  in¬ 
quiries  after  Jefus:  There  were,  for  inftance,  feveraL 
Greeks  f,  who  being  profdytes  of  the  gate  came  up  to 

JerufaUmy 


_  NOT 

•The  yor/d  is  licit,  u  In  many  other 
P^s*  evidently  no  be  understood  with  jc- 
Ibiflion,  and  qq  only  ligni/y  great  numbers 
of  all  forts  of  people,  efrecfcilSy  of  the  Jown- 
er  rank* 

+  ^***vtr  .the  G reeks  t  and  Euu*ivt(u  the 
Gftofcnj,  an:  very  different  in  the  ftile  of  the 
Kew  Teftwnent*  The  Grecians  or  Htlfemfts 
an  mentioned,  as  I  think,  only  in  jtfffj  vL 
x.  and  ix*  ip,  ajtd  id*  so*  and  Ggnlfy  fuch 
7r^fi  as  wm  flattered  abroad  in  Gentile  na- 
lioni,  and  ufed  the  Greek  language*  Urn  rhe 
Greeks  are  mentioned  a  doten  times  in  the 
Nc*  TefUtnent,  and  properly  Greeks 

by  natioQ  or  birth  t  Tbefe,  being  a  renown¬ 
ed  people  for  learning  among  the  Geniikl^ 


E  S. 

are  &me times  put  for  the  Gentile  nations  in 
general,  in  oppofition  lo  the  Jews,  as  in 
Ram*  i.  16*  and  ii.  p,  To.  compared  with  vrr, 
14*  and  at  other  times  for  the  more  polite 
Gentiiesy  in  oppofition  to  the  move  rode  and 
barbarous  nations  among  them,  as  in  JSjwt* 
t  14.  It  is  probable,  as  Grotiut  thinkr,  that 
thefe  Greek  were  SpvfhemdaKSt  who  dwelt 
about  and  and,  by  means  of  their 
Commerce,  were  acquainted  with  the  Gable* 
an*,  and  particularly  with  Pki&fr  who  wat  a 
man  of  Betbfiuda  in  Gatilee  of  the  Gtrfi/tt, 
(ver.  xi.)  And  they  arc  more  generally 
thought  to  he  profdyKs  of  the  gate,  who 
itied  at  public  folemnitks  to  repair  tojkrafo* 
Ictn,  go  worship;  though,  oot  being  cccum- 


cifd. 
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cnsks  awoo*  Jertifalem,  to  worlhip  in  the  court  of,  the  Gentiles  at 

ihera.  'hat  «me  t^e  gfcat  feftival,  which  was  then  at  hand. 

the  fun?:  21  Thefe  having  heard  lb  much  of  him,  and  having 

11  The  fame  feme  knowledge  of  Philip ,  who  was  orte  of  his  difeiplea, 
an<*  ^>cen  311  inhabitant  of  Bethfaida,  which  lay  in 
of  Bethft'uU  of  Galilee  of  the  Gentiles,  went  to  him,  *  two  or  three 
Cilike,  and  ie~  days  after  the  public  entry,  and  begged  the  favour  of 
s!*]1  ws'wouldiee  him  to  introduce  them  into  Chrift’s  company,  faying, 
jtfus.  Sir,  we  would  fain  fee  Jefus,  and  hare  a  little  conver¬ 

sation  with  him,  that  weourfelves  may  he  acquainted 
with  bis  dodiine,  and  may  know  what  judgment  to 
form  concerning  him. 

i*  Philip  co*  12  But  as  Chrift  had  dtfeouraged  converfes  with  the 
*-  Gentiles,  ( Mattb  x.  5.)  and  might  be  ftill  more  expofed 
gain  Aniire*  and  to  the  fury  of  bis  enemies  by  appearing  in  company 
Philip  (old  jefui.  with  thefe,  Philip  conlultcd  Andrew,  a  itnior  difciple, 
and  one  of  bis  own  townfmen,  '{chap,  i.  44.}  about 
the  expediency  of  mentioning  this  tequeft  to  Jefus  j 
and  they,  agreeing  together,  went  and  acquainted  him 
with  it. 

13  And  Jcfiu  23  To  which  Jefus  replied.  The  fet  time  appointed 

Father  is  juft  at  band,  when  I,  the  Meffiah,  (hall 
is  come  ihdi  the  be  highly  honoured  in  the  Calvation,  not  of  Jews  only. 
Son  of  mar.  liquid  bat  of  C entiles  alfo,  that  (hall  be  brought  to  know  and 
be  glorified.  believe  in  me  ;  an  earn  eft  and  fpecimen  of  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  importunate  defire  ef  thefe  Greeks,  to  fee 
and  converfe  with  me. 

14  Verity  vtri-  24  1,  who  am  Truth  itfelf,  afturedly  tell  von,  that  as 
jy  i  iiy  umo  yog,  a  grain  of  wheat,  which  is  fown  in  the  eartn,  yields  no 
whcwMiutoibe  increafe,  unlefs  its  prefent  form  die  or  perifht;  but, 
grooni,  and  die,  if  it  dies*  it  becomes  exceeding  fruitful:  So  were  I  to 
it  abideth  alone :  continue  in  my  prefent  ftate  in  this  world,  and  never 
k'bnojicih  forth  t0  die  afacrifice  for  fin,  and  be  buried  In  the  grave,  tbe 
much  fruit,  great  defign  of  my  office  would  be  defeated,  and  I 

ihould  not  have  the  honour  of  railing  up  a  fpirital  feed 

to 


erfed,  they  were  not  fo  Acred  to  eat  the  pa£ 
lover  T  Accordingly  it  is  here  only  faid  of 
thefe  Grcrto,  that  they  e»mc  to  J&ufaltm  to 

vofilitp., 

*  At  Chrift  made  hii  entry  into  JtrufaUm 
on  the  fecond  day  of  that  week  in  which 
he  vrai  crucified,  and  it  U  fold*  (L«h 
47.  *  that  he  taught  daily  in  the  temple,  which 
intimates,  that  ite  did  Jo  fome  days  at  lead 
in  that  week;  b  as  fbon  as  he  had  tinifhtd 
thedikourfe.  occaJioncd  by  this  reqneft  of 
the  CJmfcr,  it  u  ftid+  {t*r.  3&)  that  he  de- 
juried  and  hid  htmfdf:  And  therefore  it 
fcems  to  have  been  two  or  three  days  after 
his  pul  ilk  entry  into  Jerufittm,  that  they 
applied  to  fbilip  to  introduce  them  to  Jeiiit 


f  NUtm>enhi  obferre*  that  theft  words 
ought  to  have  a  particular  empluljs,  in  which 
our  Lord*  agreeable  to  h is  infinite  know¬ 
ledge*  Is  pleated  to  Jingle  out  from  among  fo 
many  thouftnds  of  feeds,  in  whidi  the  con¬ 
trary  obtains*  the  only  one  aim  oft  which 
dies  in  the  earth ;  and  which  therefore  was 
an  exceeding  proper  fimUiiude,  and  peculi¬ 
arly  accommodated  to  that pttr pofe  for  which 
he  intended  to  ufe  i:»  fee  Mig*  Pbtttf*  Gwh 
itmpL  13*  5  xL  Where,  for  proof,  he  refer* 
to  Dr*  Grew1  s  anatomy  of  plants  ;  and 
Malpkkg*  it  /***•  rwje/*  whole  ohiervatjoiu 
are,  diat  the  like  is  not  found  in  any  other 
raio,  betides  the  gicac  teas,  and  imlkt-firil- 

JJBt 


K  O  T  E  S. 
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if  He  tint  \o~ 
Mh  Jii*  life  thill 
loft  it  i  and  he 
thathateth  hi?  life 
in  this  world  fail 
keep  it  unto  hie 
cicrial. 


16  If  any  mur 
fervt  me,  let  him 
foJlow  me :  and 
where  1  am  there 
fall  a|fo  my  tr* 
Taut  be:  if  spy 
maofen«merhin> 
will  wj  Father  ho- 
a our* 


ay  Now  it  my 
fail  troubled:  and 
whnt  lhalt  I  %  ? 
Father,  Ian  me 
from  thii  hour : 
but  for  this  caufe 
came  1  urfto  this 
feour* 
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to  bear  mine  image,  and  fliew  forth  my  praife :  But  if 
lam  made  an  offering  for  fin,  and  pour  ont  my  foul 
onto  death,  /  Jbal f fee  my  feed ,  and  tie  pie  afire  of  tie 
Lord  will  profper  in  my  hand ,  ( Ija.  liit.  to,  1 2.)  that  I 
may  be  glorified  in  converting,  and  Caving  multitudes 
of  all  nations,  and  in  their  adoring  longs,  as  the  reward 
of  my  fufferings  and  death. 

25  Then,  to  fliew  his  dilciples  that  the  benefits  be 
fpolu  of,  as  the  fruit  of  bis  death,  were  not  of  a  tem¬ 
poral,  but  of  a  fpiiimal  and  eternal  nature,  he  proceed¬ 
ed  to  tell  them  that  they  mull  be  conformed  to  him  in 
{offerings,  as  ever  they  would  be  partakers  of  glory  with 
him,  faying,  "Whoever  is  lb  (bud  of  this  preJerit  life 
and  its  enjoyments,  as  to  deny,  difown,  or  reject  me, 
that  he  may  avoid  fucb  pcrfecotions  and  dangers  as 
would  expole  him  to  death  for  my  fake,  (hall  certainty 
fall  ihort  of  that  eternal  glory  and  bleffednefs  which 
bed  defer ves  the  name  of  life.  And,  on  the  contrary, 
whoever  Hull  be  fo  indifferent  to  the  prefent  life  and  all 
its  comforts,  as  even  to  hate  every  unworthy  means  of 
preferving  it,  fucb  as  difowning  or  denying  me,  (lull 
furely  inherit  eternal  life,  which  is  the  higbelt  happinefs 
be  can  be  capable  of. 

26  So  that  if  any  one  would  be  a  true  difciple  and 
fervant  to  me,  let  him  follow  my  example,  and  the  in¬ 
ti  matipos  of  my. word,  providence,  and  Spirit,  when¬ 
ever  they  may  lead  him  ;  and  for  his  encouragement  1 
afiure  him,  that  in  the  blefied  world,  where  in  a  juit 
feufe  I  now  am,  and  where,  in  a  little  time  I  (hall  be, 
and  abide  in  my  human  nature  for  ever,  (fee  the  note 
on  chap.  vii.  34.}  there  (hall  fucb  a  fervant  of  mine  he 
alfo  with  me,  to  behold  my  glory  :  If  any  man  in  this 
manner  unfeign edly  devotes  himfclf  to  me,  bow  much 
foever  be  may  be  defpifed  and  ill-ufed  for  it  by  men, 
my  heavenly  Father  himfelf  will  put  immortal  honoui  s 
upon  him,  that  as  he  fuffers  for  me  here,  he  may  be 
likewife  glorified  with  me  for  ever. 

27  Whilft  our  dear  Lord  was  thus  difcourling  about 
fofferings,  the  terror  of  his  own  lad  conflicts  began  to 
feize  him;  upon  which,  to  (hew  that  he  had  all  the 
innocent  palfions  of  human  nature,  he  faid.  At  this 
very  time  my  foul  is  exceedingly  diflreffed  in  a  near 
sieve  of  the  bitterelt  tribulations  that  from  every  quar¬ 
ter  are  coining  upon  me :  How  ftiail  I  exprefs  myfelf  in 
the  mod  becoming  manner,  under  the  touching  lenfe  I 
have  of  them  i  Then,  turning  his  add  refs  from  the  ‘ 
people  to  God,  be  faid,  O  my  heavenly  Father,  the 
language  of  oppreifed  nature  is,  Let  me,  if  poflible,  be 

.  ■  '  excttfcd 


Ch.  *». 


*8  Tjithct,  pa¬ 
rity  'thy  harnc. 
Then  c^me  there 
a  voice  from  hea- 
vcn^jfiJtjJhavc 
both  oiorified  Ut 
and  wilt  glorify  U 


*P  The  peo¬ 
ple  ;  here  fort  that 
lhko<]  by,  and 
beard  i/,  laid  tbit 
it  thundered  ;  o- 
thers  liiid,  An  an 
grl  i'pake  to  him* 
30  jtfu^jnfwcr- 
td  *nd  faW,  Thi* 
voice  came  not  be¬ 
came  of  me,  hut 
fur  your  lakes* 


31  Now  35  the 
judemeot  of  this 
word:  now  lb  all 
the  prince  of  this 
world  be  call  out. 
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excufed  the  extreme  fufferings  that  arc  now  juft  ready 
to'rulb  upon  me:  Rut  I  infill  not  on  this*  as  knowing 
that  the  great  defign  of  my  coming  into  the  world  is  to 
undergo  them,  according  to  thy  eternal  purpofe,  aifd  my 
covenant-engagements  to  thee* 

28  Father,  I  freely  and  entirely  refign  to  thy  holy 
will,  and  devote  myfelf  to  the  honour  of  thy  name, 
whatfoever  it  may  coft  me;  glorify  tbinc  own  perfec¬ 
tions  by  me,  in  fuch  a  way  as  is  moil  pleating  jo  thy 
fight,  and  1  am  fatisfied :  In  anfwcr  to  which,  an  aw* 
ful  majeftic  voice  was  immediately  lUrcAed  to  him  from 
heaven,  faying,  I  have  already  glorified  myfelf,  mean* 
ing  by  Chrift’s  obedience,  mmillry,  and  miracles  hi¬ 
therto;  and  will  be  ftill  further  glorified,  meaning  by 
bis  fulferings  and  death* 

29  This  voice  was  heard  by  the  whole  aflembly  then 
prefen t,.tbo’  by  Come  more  plainly  than  others  ;  fome  of 
them  therefore  laid  it  was  a  dap  of  thunder,whiift  o- 
rhers,  who  heard  it  more  articulately,  faid,  It  is  certainly 
the  voice  of  an  angel  fpeaJciog  to  him  from  heaven. 

30  But  Jcfus  knowing  that  they  obferved  it,  and  yet 
were  ready  to  turn  it  oft',  as  if  it  were  not  a  teftimony 
to  him  from  God  himfelf,  faid.  This  extraordinary  voice 
was  pronounced  from  heaven,  not  on  my  account,  as 
if  I  needed  to  be  fatisfied  that  my  Father  would  own 
me,  and  glorify  himleif  by  me;  but  it  came,  in  your 
hearing,  as  an  immediate  witnefs  from  him,  of  his  ap¬ 
proving  of  me  in  my  work,  and  ‘of  bis  crowning  it 
with  glorious  confequences  to  me  and  mine,  that  ye 
might  believe  in  me,  or  be  left  for  ever  inexcufable  for 
rtjc£ting  me* 

31  The  time  is  now  juft  at  hand,  apd  the  thing  It* 
fdf  is  as  certain  as  if  it  were  already  done,  when  the 
men  of  this  lower  world  ftrall  be  brought  to  a  critical 
trial,  with  regard  to  their  thoughts  about  me ;  when  a 
reformation  ftiall  be  fet  on  foot,  and  a  dilUn&ion  made 
between  the  precious  anil  the  rile;  and  when  judge¬ 
ment  Ihall  pais  upon  both,  by  the  word  and  providence 
of  God,  as  a  prtfage  of  the  future  judgment,  to  acquit 
or  condemn  them,  anfwerable  to  their  believing  or  not 
believing  in  me:  Judgment  Iball  alfo  be  fpeedily  ob¬ 
tained  agaiuft  Satan,  who  has  ufurped  a  tyrannical  do¬ 
minion  over  worldly-minded  men,  and  works  in  their 
hearts  by  means  of  the  things  of  this  world,  and  who 
reigns  in  the  ignorance,  idolatry,  and  wickednefs  of  the 
heathen  world  :  His  power  ihall  be  vanquifhed,  his 
claim  defeated,  his  oracles  filenced,  his  temples  laid 
waller;  and  he  himfelf  Ihall  be  call  out  of  the  hearts  of 

finners. 


4*6 


3*  And  I,  if  I 
be  lifted  up  from 
the  earth,  will 
dra  w  all  men  on* 
to  me. 


33(Thkhefaid, 
fig  Defying  what 
death  be  fbould 
die.) 


34  The  people 
answered  htm.We 
have  heard  nut  of 
the  hatful  Ch  rift 
abideth  for  ever : 
and  how  1'ayett 
thDU,  the  Son  of 
man  niull  be  life 
up  ?  who  is  this 
Son  of  man  ? 


3fThffn  Jelbfi 
faifl  uoto  (lien, 
Yet  a  iitlU  while 
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finners,  by  the  merit  and  vi£tory  of  my  death  and  re- 
furrc&ion,  and  by  the  triumphs  of  my  Spirit  and  gof- 
ptl*  till  at  length  his  kingdom  (hall  be  utterly  destroyed. 

32  And*  as  for  me*  I  will  ere&  my  throne  upon  the 
ruins  of  his ;  immediately  after #  I  {hall  be  lifted  up 
from  the  earth  as  a  facrifice  for  fin*  which  will  be  very 
foon*  I  will  then  efft&ually  prevail  upon  perfons  of  all 
nations*  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews*  by  the  endearments  of 
my  love  and  the  operations  of  my  Spirit*  tn  come  by 
faith  unto  me*  that  my  people  may  be  willing  in  the  day 
of  my  power*  {PfaL  cx.  3.) 

33  Our  Lord  fpoke  of  his  being  lifted  1 ipf  to  intimate* 
that  he  Ihould  be  put  to  the  death  of  the  crofs*  on 
which*  like  one  that  died  under  the  curfe,  he  fhould 
hang  between  earth  and  heaven ;  and  that*  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  this*  he  ihould  rife  from  the  dead*  and  be 
glorified  in  heaven*  and  his  name  would  be  exalted  intbe 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  its  glorious  efTefts*  to 
the  falvarion  of  all  that  fliould  look  by  faith  to  him*  as 
lfrael  looked  to  the  brazen  ferpent  and  were  healed. 

34  The  common  people  bearing  him  (peak  cf 
himfclf  in  fucb  a  manner*  as  imported  that  he  fliould 
die*  and  leave  this  world*  replied*  We  have  learnt  by 
the  tnfpired  writings;  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  x*  34,)  that* 
when  the  Mriliah  is  fpoken  of  under  the  charadcr  of 
the  Son  of  man*  it  is  faid*  His  dominion  U  an  everbsf- 
ting  dominion*  which  Jbdll  not  pafs  away*  and  his  king * 
dam  that  which  Jbeil  not  be  defrayed*  {Dan.  vii.  13.  14.) 
If  then  you  pretend  to  be  this  Son  of  man *  how  incon- 
Mently  do  you  talk  of  being  lifted  up  from  the  earth, 
and  dying  out  of  this  world !  What  do  you  mean  by 
calling  yourfelf  the  Son  of  man*  while  you  thus  fpeak  l 
Or  how  muft  we  underftand  you  ? 

33  Then  Jefus*  knowing  with  whatperverfenefsthey 
cavilled  at  his  words,  did  not  think  proper  to  anfwer 
di redly  to  their  queftion*  by  reminding  them  of  his  re¬ 
fur  red  ion  and  afeenfion  to  heaven*  where  he  would  e~ 
red  his  throne,  and  ciercife  a  fptritual  and  ewriafltng 
dominion*  according  to  the  true  intent  of  ancieut  pro¬ 
phecies  concerning  him :  But  he  faid  to  them*  I  have 
already  fufficiently  told  you  who  I  am*  and  how  all  this 

may 

T  B. 

never  heard  of  a  crucified  Saviour;  and  m> 
nj  of  them  that  have,  wcic  never  prevailed 
upon  to  believe  in  hi  in,  ortolwhisdii'd^  - 
But,  the  oce^fion  of  this  difcotirfr,  which 
Wiii  the  Crfrtj  defjre  u>  fee  jduf,  (vrr.  n») 
naturally  leads  us  to  uodcr^n^l  it  of  all  foru 
of  people,  Gcntifetzs  well  as  Jcwu  See  the 
tote  on  tl*p  i.  7. 


N  0 

■  *  It  is  the  common  observation  of  critrci, 
thit  tht  par  ide  isv,  here  and 

fbuuld  be  rendered,  not  ift  bat  Tube#  ;  For 
ourl^onl  was  fpeilting  of  his  denrb  a*  a  ocr* 
tain  event,  that  was  near  at  hautL*— Hi& 
drawing  all  to  him,  in  confluence  of 
his  bcinn  lifted  up,  cauno?  be  rrtcact  ot  tvv- 
17  individual  of  m  an  hind  ;  be  can  Jr;  many 
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may  be  reconciled,  though  you  continue  obftinately  to 
ve  hive  the  light,  rcjcft  me  »  and  the  lipbt  of  my  miniftry  willxominfle’ 
ieitdarkneftmme  but  a  very  little  time  longer  among  you:  See  to  it  tbac 
"w"  HmJa!  ^  ma^c  good  ufe  of  this  light,  while  ye  have  it  to  di- 
IbinrfsknwJh  rc&  you  in  the  way  to  eternal  happineft,  left  not  only  I, 
not  whither  he  but  the  gofpcl  itftjf  betaken  from  you,  or  ye  be  left 
under  judicial  UiRdnefs  of  mind,  to  your  utter  confufi- 
on  and  tnifery :  For  lie  that  walks  in  the  darkuefs  of 
ignorance  and  unbelief,  walks  he  knows  not  how,  ancl. 
goes  he  knows  notwfuther ;  he  cannot  tell  what  courfe 
to  take  for  fafety,  but  is  in  perpetual  danger  of  wander* 
ing  into  mifebief  and  ruin* 

hi**  lTblle  br  therefore,  for  a  little  time  longer,  ye  have 

limin'tfkc  mc  am0nS  you,  who  am  come,  as  a  light  from  heaven 
that  yc  may  be  the  to-ihew  you  the  way  of  fa  1  vat  ion,  believe  in  me,  accord* 
chiUrtn  of  light*  iug  to  what  I  fay  concerning  myfdf,  that  ye  may  rc» 
Tid  'act  ceive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  before  it  be  too  late, 
pined,  aod  did  and  may  be  under  fure  guidance  here,  till  ye  be  admit- 
!hclo,^Il^Jf^<>in  ted  to  the  regions  of  everlafting  light  hereafter.  Our 
Lord  having  given  them  thefe  foJemn  warnings,  which 
enraged  them,  and  made  them  worfe  infteadof  better  % 
he  withdrew,  and  concealed  himfelf  from  them,  that 


37  But,  tho* 
he  had  done  fo 
many  miracles  be* 
fuiv  them ,  yet 
they  believed  nut 
«D  him  t 


36  That  (he 
faying  of  Efafos 
1  he  prophet  might 
be  fulfilled,  which 
he  fpakc,  Lord, 
who  hath  believed 
our. report?  and 
to 


they  might  not  tumuituoufly  rife,  and  immediately  ap¬ 
prehend  him* 

37  Now  (*')  tho*  he  bad  talked  fo  plainly  and  clofe- 

ly  to  them  concerning  himfelf  as  the  true  Mefliah,  and 
concerning  the  extreme  danger  of  rejefking  him  \  and 
though  he  had  confirmed  his  do&rine  with  fo 

many  great  and  merciful  miradps,  which  they  thetnfelves 
were  eye- witneifes  of ;  yet  the  generality  of  them  were 
Tuffered,  through  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts,  to  perfift 
obftinately  in  tbeir  unbelief; 

38  That  the  prophecy  of  Ifaiab  might  be  evidently 
accompli fhed,  as  a  proof  of  its  being  divinely  infpired, 
and  of  Jefus's  being  the  Chrift,  faying,  ( Ifa ,  liii*  i*J  Ah 
Lord  !  bow  few  are  there  of  the  Jr^s*  that  have  heartily 
embraced,  and  received  by  faith,  the  plain  dedarations.of 
the  gofpel  concerning  the  Mefliah,  as  made  by  himfelf  f 

NOTES*  a=td 


*  It  U  pnenlly  thought  that  he  retired,  u  It  Is  in  this  Ifoht  that  T  Juwe  tx»u- 

ufual,  to  Btfbaajt  or  to  ihe  jbcils/ e/  CJSw*  fidered  it;  and  To  thU  difeourte  may  be  t*i- 
But,  u  feme  tbppofe,  the  preceding  dif*  hen  as  delivered  at  the  fame  time  with  his 
oourfet  aod  that  which  follow*  at  w.  44,  felrmn  pniti"  warning  in  Matt,  xxiii*  30* 
and  fo  oo  to  the  eud  of  the  chapter,  jrte  to  f  Thu  began  to  he  falfllled  by  ilie  obfll- 
be  connected  and:confirlered  as  delivered  at  nitc  unbelief  of  the  under  Chriik's 

the  fame  time,  ail  the  tntermcdUte  rerfes  be-  perfreal  miniftry;  miuf  was  afterward  more 
fog  the  Evangeljft**  own  rtmarU;  And  fo  fully  accomplished  by  tbeir  pcrfillfo^  fo  it, 
they  imdcrdtnd  Cbriff*  departing,  and  hi-  under  the  miniflry  of  the  apuftfes,  Jton*  s. 
fling  himfelf  from  them,  to  relate  to  hi*  ci-  » And  t  fate  the  artu  &f  the  L&rJ  10  fis¬ 
hing  his  final  leave  of  them,  after  which  he  nifv  hU  Spirit,  who  at  other  lime?  is  rrprr* 
nffir  preached  pcbHcly  to  them  anv  iuore,  fonic-l  as  the  fugtrof  Cwf,  and  the  b+ni 
bur  fptnt  the  little  remains  of  his  time  in  a  z&r  L  ivkt  u.  ao.  A^ts  xi*  it* 
more  private  war  s!  fc^k'j,  or  bj‘ 

Vo  r  it  *  x 


n  1 


4ig  7tf  EvaageSfi  Johh  pampbrajed.  Ch.  oi. 


r»ttliambith  ib* 
drm  <rf  the  Lord 
becoMtnokd? 


jV  Thfldbtt 
tbcyccmMiwtbe* 
Ikfc^becauicthttt 
Eftusfiid 
40  He  bath  blind* 
cdthcirqrui  *nd 
huddled  tbetr 
heart ;  that  they 
AouldDOcfeevitn 
jhrtreyet,  n<woi*- 
dcrfUndwiihjMr 
hevf,  andbeeait- 
vqiol  *  aod  I 
feonld  tot  them* 


and  his  fervants  to  them  ?  and  alas !  how  few  of  them 
hare  been  favoured  with- the  Tidorwoi  power,  of  thy 
Spirit  and  grace  to  overcome  their  obftinicy,  and  bring 
them  into  a  willing  reception  of  him*  and  iubjcdioa  to 
him,  as  their  Lord  and  Saviour  ? 

39,  40  They  therefore  remained  incurably  unbelie¬ 
ving,  becaufe  they  were  the  very  perfons  whom  die  pro¬ 
phet  lfaiab  fpoke  a if  in  another  place,  {Ifa.  vu  9, 10.) 
laying  to  this  purpoie,  Their  eyes  were  fi(A  wilfallv,  and 
thereupon  judicially,  fhut  and  blinded,  and  their  nearts 
were  in  the  dime  manner  hardned,  that' they  might  not 
fee  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift  in  itatrntb 
and  excellence,  nor  underftand  it  in  a  fpiritual  and  af¬ 
fecting  manner,  with  application  to  their  owp  cafe  $  and 
that,  being  left  to  themfelves,  they  might  not  he  turn¬ 
ed,  in  heart  and  life,  from  fin  and  Satan*  the  world  and 
ftif,  to  God  in  Chrift,  nor  be  healed*  by  my  pardoning 
and  lan&ifytng  grace,  of  their  finful  and  dangerous  dtf- 
cafes,  which  they  Had  contra&ed  and  taken  pleaforc 


in 


jit  Theft  thing*  4 1  Tbcfe  awful  things  Ifaiah  fold,  nnder  divine  in- 

Ikfiwhi*  r#*11  0,'ra*'ol,»  concerning  Chrift,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
andfp*k*«4him!  had  a  vifion  of  his  glory,  as  the  great  Jehovah,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  in  human  iorm^ fitting  upon  a  high  throne  f 
and  JUIing  the  temple  mith  bit  train ,  (lfa.  vi.  1, — 9.) 

41  Keratbeld*,  42  Neverthclefs,  there  were  many,  even  of  the  Jew\/b 
ru^m  themfelves,  who  were  convinced  in  their  confci- 
b«ivmdm  hm  t  cnce®  of  his  being  the  Meffiah  ;  bat  their  finfal  fhamc, 
but  bconftof  the  and  fear  of  eapofing  themfelves  to  the  contempt  and 
«“£*  ranfelt  ^UI7  °f  the  Gwtbedrim,  and  particularly  of  the  Pbarijcest 
Kmt  Uft  they  his  molt  inveterate  enemies,  had  focn  a  powerful  influ- 
flxwld  be  pot  «ut  ence  upon  them,  that  they  durft  not  own  what  they  be- 
of  die  (yoagogue.  jjCTe(j  concerning  him,  left  they  (horrid  he  excommuni¬ 
cated,  as  apoftates,  and  be  thereby  deprived  at  once  of 
their  reputation,  and  of  their  civil  and  religions  rights 
and  liberties.  (Seethe  note  on  chap.  ix.  34.) 
ihe°pnift  of  43  For,  their  hearts  not  being  changed,  they  rather 
am  chofe,and  were  more  (blicilous  about  tbeir  own  having 

the 


NOTE. 

•  I  cannot  fee  bow  God's  fuffering  men  to  to  the  corruptions  of  their  own  hczrtt,  and 
aft  according  to  their  own  free,  though  cor-  to  the  power  of  Satan,  whkh  they  (hole  to 
rapt  iitciinalioAf,  mod  overruling  it  by  hi*  be  governed  by,  it  fefSdent  to  accouot  for 

£rovulence  into  to  accompiiftimcnt  of  what  ell  pdidrl  Uioiiub  and  hardneft,  without 
e  foreiaw,'  and  factoid  would  be,  can  im-  fbppofmg  any  pafidvc  aft  of  God  upon  a 
peach  hit  rigbttouibeft,  who  it  under  no  ob-  nan's  fail  to  product  them :  And  I  think 
ligation  to  turn  and  heal  them,  that  ohfli-  thecourft,  in  which  they  come  upon  thelrn- 
natoly  refute  10  be  turned  and  healed  t  For  ner,  u  repreftnted  in  the  Parapnrale,  fully 
whatioever  judicial  aft  of  God  my  be  ftp-  agree*  with  the  account  we  have  of  tbU  aw- 
poftd  herein,  it  it  In  conftqucnet,  and  hi  fill  cafe  in  A,  vi.  f,  10,  which  ta  the  pl»c* 
jiiA  punilliment  of  their  own  wilful  refuGd*  here  referred  to.  and  redted  in  fenfe,  though 
*D<1  *"*  5  “>4  hi*  only  with-  not  daftly  la  lot  final  word*, 

holding  forfeited  grace,  and  giving  them  up 


ch.*;;. 

m*0  more  riun 
thtprUfrof  God, 

44  JdntCiidi 
anj  fcid,  He  chat 
hrlimth  on  me, 

bdieveth  not  oa 
roe,  bmon  bim 
ibitr  feat  me. 


4F  And  he 
thiii  (ccth  me, 
i«tb  him  that 
lent  roe. 


46  l  am  come 
a  light  into  the 
world,  that  who* 
tberer  Ivelimth 
on  me  fbooid  not 
abide  In  dutnefi. 


47  And  if  any 
jrmn  bear  my 
words,  and  be¬ 
lter*  not,  I  judge 
him  not ;  for  I 
emme  not  to 
judge  the  world, 
but  co  five  the 
world* 


46  He  that  ic- 
jefltfh  me,  and 
reed  rath  not  my 
word*,  hash  oat 
thitjadgeth  him; 
the  word  dm  I 
hm  fpgfcen*  the 
firoc 
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the  efteein  and  applaufe  of  men,  und  (hewing  refpe& 
and  honour  to  them,  than  about  the  approbation  of  God 
bimfelf,  and  (hewing  forth  his  praife. 

44  This  being  the  carnal,  worldly  temper  of  Come* 
wbilft  a  malignant  fpirtt  reigned  in  others,  Jefus  laid 
-bold  of  that  opportunity  for  taking  his  lad  farewell  of 
them,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  36.)  $  and,  lifting  up  his 
voice  with  great  earned neCs,  hefaid,  The  futn  of  alTtny 
difeourfes  ifloes  in- this,  He  who  has  true  faith  in  me,  as 
the  ptromifed  Meffiah,  believes  not  to  me  only,  not  in 
me  ultimately  as  fuch,  huttogether  with  m  e,  and  through 
me,  helieves  in  my  heavenly  Father,  who  Cent  me  into 
the  world  to  feek  and  lave  loll  (inner?. 

45  And  he  that  by  an  eye  of  faith  beholds  who  and 
what  I  am,  is  thereby  led  into  the  knowledge  of  who 
and  what  my  Father  is,  from  whom  I  derive  my  medi¬ 
atorial  commiffion,  and  whofe perfections  and  authority 
difplay  themfelves  in  and  by  me. 

4 6  1,  who  had  a  pre-exiflence  with  him,  am  come 
into  this  world,  to  fcatter  the  mills  of  ignorance  and 
error,  fuperftition  and  idolatry,  which  have  over-fpread 
it,  and  to  briDg  life  and  immortality  to  light  by  the 
gofpel,  that  whoever  receives  and  trufls  in  me,  and 
yields  himfelf  up  by  faith  to  my  guidance,  (hould  not 
continue  under  the  power  of  Spiritual  blind nefs,  and 
wander  in  the  ways  of  fin  to  an  eternal  date  of  mifery 
and  darknefs,  hat  (hould  find  the  way  to  eternal  life. 

47  And. if,  after  all,  any  one,  who  has  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  bearing  and  knowing  my  gofpel,  wilfully 
refutes  to  embrace  it,  and  to  depend  upon  -me  accbrd- 
ing  to  it,  I  do  not  as  yet  accufe  him  to  the  Father,  nor 
pafs  a  definite  lenience  of  condemnation  to  an  imme¬ 
diate  execution  of  wrath  Upon  him  *.  For  the  dire  ft  dc- 
fign  of  my  coming  into  the  world  ts  not  to  accufe,  or 
condemn,  or  take  vengeance  upon  mankind  ;  hut  to 
make  the  gracious  overtures  of  falvation  to  them,  and 
cffiefhially  to  fave  thofe  of  them,  whether  Jems  or  6Vn- 
tilcs ,  that  (ball  believe  in  me,  before  I  proceed  to  thi 
final  judgment.  (Sec  the  note  on  chap,  iii,  16.) 

48  But  he- that,  continuing  in  unbelief,  (oa’hT3riy«() 
makes  light  of,  defpifes,  and  rejects  me,  preferring  o- 
ther  things  to  me,  and  do  not  cordially  embrace  my 
doftrtne,  (hall  find  that  there  is  an  impartial  Judge  to 
pals  fentence  of  condemnation,  and  execute  wrath  u- 
ponhim;  and  that  very  do&rine,  which  l  have  preach¬ 
ed,  how  modi  foever  it  may  now  be  treated  with  con¬ 
tempt,  (hall  appear  in  evidenee  againft  him,  and  (ball 
be  the  rale  of  judgment,  according  to  which  be  (Hall 

Ddt  be 
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(be  ftbU  Jadye 
him  In  the  hit 
day- 

49  For  T  hive 
Ml^ofccnofmy- 
fyf but  the 
Jstho- which  (eiu 
me  ht  jave  me 
a  corn  itivuirti tar, 
UrlfJti  Ui^uiO  (*y* 
And  «tui  1  (haiikl 
ipeak*^ 


1  fo  Aftdlknaw 
that  his  com¬ 
mandment  b  life 
everluftiog:  vlut- 
totrer  -  J  fpot 
Verctoi^ieven  » 
the  Father  fild 
ttttb  me,  io  I 
fycdk. 


be  eonttatoiled,  wiA  dreadful  aggravations  of  hu  guilt, 
at  the  great  and  final  day  of  account.' 

49  For,  as  is  evident  from  -the  holy,  excellent,  fn- 
pcrnamral,  and  gracious  nature  of  the  truths  tfcyt  I 
have  taught,  and  from  my  diviae  manner  of  confirm* 
ing  them,  I  have  not  delivered  them  like  r  private  per* 
fon,  as  from  myfelf,  much  left  as  the  invention*  of  a 
mere  man  ;  but  nry  Father,  from  whom  1  received  my 
commifEon,  gave  mi:  authority  and  inflrttdionsjin  co¬ 
venant-agreements  between  him  and  meB  to  pnblifh  all 
thofe  thing*  which  I  have  th  filled  on  adaoDg  you,  _ 

50  Ana,  whitfo^rer  ye  may  *  think  of  it,  I  know 
that  the  doftritfe  I  preach  by  his  authority,  from  whom 
1  am  come  as  the  meflenger  of  the  covenant,  is  the 
only  way  arid  means  of  bringing  loft  fifloers  to  eternal 
life  and  bkfiednefs  :  Whatfoever  therefore  I  have,  re¬ 
vealed,  it  is  neither  -more  nor  left  than  the  Father 
himfelf  put  into  my  commiflton  to  be  made  known  to 
the  world  3  and  it  is  at  your  utmoft  peril  to  reject  it. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

Hriw  wide  is  the  difference  between  a  true,  believer  and  a  hypocrite  1  One, 
Eke, 4 iartba  and  M*rj9  thinks  he  can  never  do  too  much  to  ferveand  teftify  hi* 
affcfliuu  to  Chrift;  while  the  other,  Jtike  Judas*.#? udges  every  expencc  for 
hini,  under  a  fpccious  pretext  of  applying  it  to  fomeoeUer  nfe;  but  Jefiis  him- 
fcIL  will  take  their  part  that  honour  him;  And  how  great' is  the  difference,  even 
among  thofe  that  have  no  firing  acquaintance  with' him  1  Some,  like  the  Grech , 
and  common  people  of  the  Jews,  are  pteafed  with  the  notfofts-they  have  of  him, 
and  of  his  word  and  works;  wbilft  others,  like  the.  Pharjfces  and  their  parti- 
V^iis,  are  filled  with  horrid  rancour  agamft  thetu>  and  co&fult  to  fupprefi  and 
deft toy  them  .—For  once,  the  Lord  of  glory,  whilft  bn  earth,  gave  a  faint  em¬ 
blem  of  hfe  future  triumph:  But  with  what  humble  ftate,  even  then,  did  he  ride 
on  a  young  aft,  amid  It  the  hofamm  of  admiring  throngs  1— How  defirous  fttould 
we  be  to. fee  Jcfus,  npt  to  gratify  curl »fityt  but  to  be  fatisfied. concerning,  and 
led  into  an  acquaintance  and  communion  with  him  1  .And  bow  little  reafon  have 
any  to  be  aframctl  of  him  !  Though  he  was  bung  upon  a  croft,  and  fuffered 
fndr  a  terrible  death,  as  it  could  not-but  bedcfirabte "to*  hitman  nature,  if  pof- 
fb  efcape;  yet  how  readily  did  he  rcftgu  himfelf  tip  to  it,  as  an  ad  of  obe¬ 
dience  to  bis  Father’s  will*  and  as  knowing  that  U  would  turn  to  his  own  exal¬ 
tation,  and  the  rajfiug  up  of  a  dimerous  feed  to  be  glorified  with  him!  And 
what  h  remarkable  honour  did  God  the  Father  put  upon'  the.  Juffcring  Saviour, 
hy  over-ruling  the  fentence  of  the  Mgh-pricft  agamft  fc tri  into  a  prophecy  of  the 
happy  fmitsn  his  deaths  and  by  publicly  hearing  wimefi  to  him  from  heaven 
for  pur  fakes,  that  we  might  believe  inhim\  as  the  Jeh  >vah  of  Ifrad ,  of  whom 
/jf/i^.ipakc,  when  he  four,  his  glory  !  How  groundless  thro,  a»d  perverfeare 
ait  the  prejudices  and  objections  of  his  rnemtes  agamft  him,  though  p&teodtd 
to  have  their  fupportjfem  fcripture  itfelf  1  They  realty  Ihut  their  tjH  againft 
-  t  he  moft  glorious  light,  and  walk  in  darknefs,  and  know  not  whither  they  arc 
going:  But  how  dreadful  is  it  to  be  under  inch  bShdncfs  of  mind  and  hanlncfs 
*J  heart,  as  govern  them  by  their  own  confent,  till  they  are  delivered  up  to  their 
own  choice,  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God !  And,  aJa'a  !  what  a  ftnrc  is 
the  fear  of  together  with  a  fondnefs  for  freutar.  honours,  to  hinder  a  due 
profeffion  of  Chrift,  who  came,  as  the  light'  of  this  world,  to  enlighten  them 
that  bd;c7f  in  him,  and  who  faithfully  executes  his  Father's  will,  and  bears  long 
.with  oUtfnate  fiiin era,  before  be  removes  the  means  of  grace  from  them,  and 

before 
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before  be  proceeds  to  the  final  judgment  I  Then,  hi*  word  itfclf  being  the  rule 
of  his  awards,  thev  that  receive  him  by  faith,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  truth 
and  holineft,  fhall  be  admitted  to  everhfting  light  and  life;  and  they  that  rejeft 
him  by  unbelief,  and  go  on  in  the  ways  of  ignorance,  (elf-deceit,  and  fin,  ilialT 
be  caftlnto  crertalting  darbiels  and  mifery-  O  of  nh.it  vaft  importance  is  it 
heartily  to  embjace  him  ;  and  how  clefperate  u  their  cafe,  that  k-t  tlumMvi-a 
againfthim  1  What  Cotvtr  we  may  think  of  thtfe  thing.-,  he  .that  is  faithful  has 
declared  them,  and  knows  them  to  be  true. 


CHAP.  Xlir. 


ChriJPs  fofi  tone  of  eating  the  pafchal /upper*  I, — 3.  fie  ■wajbes  hit 
difciples  Jett*  to  fit  them  an  example  ef  humility  and  love*  jJ»— 1 7- 
Gives  notice  before-band  who  Jbould  betray  him ,  18, — 30.  Enjoin/ 
brotherly  love  upon  hit  difciples ,  31, — 35.  And  foretels  Peter’/  de~ 
vying  him ,  36, — 38. 

text.  -  Paraphrase. 


xtOW  before** 
^  fealt  ef  the 


palaver ,  when 

idus  kt iew  that 
is  hour  was  co  me 
that  he  Iboald  de¬ 
part  out  of  this 
world  unto  the 
Father  ,  *  hawing 
loved 


OUR  blclled  Lord,  having  now  done  with  preach¬ 
ing  to  the  people,  devoted  the  fnjall  remains  of  his 
time  to  a  more  private  mAru&ion  of  his  difciples,  and 
preparation  for  his  own  death :  Accordingly,  on  the 
evening,  (fee  the  note  od  Matth .  xxvi.  20.)  which  in¬ 
troduced  the  feven  days,  that  altogether  were  called 
the  feaft*,  he,  who  was  the  true  pafctiaJ  Lamb,  know-* 
ing  that  the  appointed  time  was  then  fully  come  for  his 
being  facrificed,  and  for  his  departing  from  this  world 
by  death,  and  returning  to  his  Father  in  heaven,  took 

occafioii 


N  0 

*  The  ftifi  was  called  by  the  Jct*s  the 
Cbagigab,  i,  e,  the  fcuft-oflmnj,  jtt  which 
they  made  peace-cflcrin^i  of  fir rtf  and  oxt* 
all  the  (even  days  of  the  fcirt,  which  arc  call¬ 
ed  the  pidl'um,  Deal*  xvL  Lake  Xfcit*  I, 
tod  Jfan  sum,  i&«  And  in  J 'hfiab't  time, 
many  thoufandsof  Umbs,  kid*,  and  bullocks 
vat  fciYeu  for  the  pajfiy ytr+ o fieri s ,  as  they 
arc  called,  1  Cbron.  xxxv.  j,  8,  9,  {See 
^nfwrlh^  00  Dent*  xvi,  1.)  Bn r  expeditor* 
arc  much  divided  in  their  thoughts  about  the 
fupper,  vfrich  our  Evanflclill  here  (peaks  of: 
Sou*  underhand  it  to  mcao  a  ftumcr  ut  ffl'- 
ibxA/y  a  day  or  two  before  the  pa  Hover;  and 
others  take  it  to  be  the  pafchal  tapper  itiVEf* 
Many  reafbns  of  conftderabk  weight  ate  of¬ 
fered  for  each  of  (hdi  opinion**  uhuh 
do  not  come  within  the  compati  of  my  de- 
Jign  partkolady  to  di(Vurs.  But  after  mi* 
tort  dcliber^rion,  [  am  indined  to  tldnfc* 
iiputi  the  whole,  that  it  w:ik  ita*  pafnhpd  flip¬ 
per,  a*  ihave  (iippnfcd  in  rhe  Paraphrats  : 
For  tt  was  that  topper,  at  which  Christ 
bexr  wji  etui  at  which  he  bid,  \*wir 
t’t:  Shu  tf  (w.  i*St  ji,j  wiiiih 

molt  naturdly  mFiiiunes  theneareft  appioaeh 
ol  his  dMth  :  And  in  the  clofe  ef  Ins  di J* 
ernvfc  at  this  dipper  he  (ywp*  vitf-  ji.) 

lit  r«fi  rey.Tf ;  vid  ithii  he  ilicsi  tirofe 

[o^u  tn  :!ieiT..r™:%,  ivh::-'hc 


r  f, 

ed,  appears  from  the -follow^  pans  of  tha 
hiftory  ;  for  fotm  af:rr  he  fa dee  thetc  word#; 
he  went  on  with  his  difcouric.  (1  xv. 
and  xvh)  which  he  concluikd  with  a  prayer, 
(c£*  uyii*)a!id  then  went  forth  wi*t  bit  dfa 
tipfes  wn  r  sh  htek  Cedrori,  where  w*s  a 

into  wH/h  he  entered  it ith  hU  dfcipk: : 
m:d  Jud^S*  v la  let  rayed  biiH^  knelt*  tr?  //..TV, 
(fifjjj,  xviii*  i,  a.)  vBefides,  thrift’s  notify- 
inutile  traitor  to  his  di^iplcf,  at  this  flipper, 
(vtx*  aij—jo,)  ttvms  lohctbediJcovciy  tli-| 
he  made  of  him  to  them  at  the  puiorcr-iiipr 
per^i  it  lb.  rtCf>rdefl{  xxvi.  \ t 
Ltkcxx'u.  *  1  j — *3.)  And  w  hJiotir  I*  vanj^lill 
(ays,  (v*r,  of  out  at  ni»{i( 

from  this  flipper,  wdi  a^r^s  to  th  ii  n^!*t 
in  whkb  he  betrayed  his  l.nr*lt  and  Iccms  M 
be  from  his  firifr  'IK  for,- 

hectritn,  10  make  ihc  oiler  of  Lctrayirt  hio:, 
which  is  fpoken  of  at  liJvin^  been  l/cfoie  il:^ 
pjiiivvor-'tojipcry  and  pvob.tbly  in  th-f 
day-time.  {jVfrff/,  xnvi,  14*  rf  )  uc* 

eoun*  f  t  malttr  hems  uaiiii'.d  ar.J  c.dyt 
and  kivpt  *  he  hidory  lice  from  many  prr- 
pb-^iiH-s  which  it  iv  i«hrr^J,r  thrsjwfi  into; 
a::d  \  do  m::  tind  any  p,*;-: 

M  af;cr  this  firppt  r.  which  mi^ht  not  <*jl* 
iily  he  brought  into  'he  timo  bti-wen  ^:d 

„  *Vp  .  1  A . .  ..  ..  1  :  -  .  t  l.  .  ‘ 
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loved  Us  own 
which  were  in 
ibe  world,  belo¬ 
ved  them  muo 
the  end* 


%  And  fupper 
being  ended,  (the 
devil  having  now 
put  into  the  heart 
of  Joda*  Ifoxiot, 
Simon's  fo*t  to 
betray  bioij) 


.  j  Idas  know* 
log  U»t  the  Fa* 
thdhad  given  alt 
things  Into  his 
hands,  end  that 
hewascomtfrom 
Cod,  and  went 
io  God* 

4  He  rifah 
from  tapper,  and 
laid  aiide  his  gar* 
menu. 


occafion  from  thence  to  ultimate,  that,  as  he  bad  al¬ 
ways  loved  *  his  own  children,  anil  members,  which 
were  in  this  world  of  fin  and  foriow,  he  refitd  in  bis 
love,  ( Ztpb .  iii,  17.)  and  would  continue  it  to  the  end 
of  his  own  life,  and  of  thcii^daya  and  troubles  on  earth, 
and  for  ever  afterwards  In  the  other  world,  to  which  be 
was  going,  yea,  that  he  loved  them  to  perfefKon  t>  e- 
ven  to  the  completing  of  their  ftate  of  bappinefi  with 
him  there. 

2  And  (/*<»■>»  >-<*<“’»)  during  the  fupper-time,  $  as 
foon  as  one  part  of  it  was  over,  he  gave  bis  difcipks  a 
moft  affc&ing  inltance  of  bis  extraordinary  humility  and 
friendfhip,  to  fer  them  an  example  of -die  like  towards 
one  another,  and  to  fhew  bis  engaging  care  and  concern 
for  them,  as  alfo  to  fortify  them  againlt  the  great  trial, 
which  was  juft  then  coming  upon  them  t  For  Satan  bad 
already  (•*»)  fo  far  prevailed  upon  the  corrupt  and  cove* 
tous  heart  of  Judas  Ifcari6ty  who  was  the  fon  of  Simnt 
and  one  of  the  twelve  apofties,  (foe  the  note  on  Maitb. 
x.  4.}  as  to  bring  him  to  a'  retoluiion  of  betraying  his 
Lord  }|. 

3  At  this  time,  tho*  Jefus  knew  that  the  father  bad 
given  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  to  him  as  Mediator, 
and  though  be  was  thinking  of  his  own  divine  original, 
and  approaching  exaltation,  as  one  who  came  from  God 
his  Father  into  this  world,  and  fliould  foon  return  to  be 
glorified  with  him  in  heaven : 

4  Tet,  even  j.  while  thefe  grand  thoughts  filled  bis 
mind,  fo  amazing  were  his  felf-abafoment  and  grace, 
that  on  a  fndden  he  got  up  from  table,  and,  pulling  off 

his 


MOTES, 

*  Mr,  Htmy  obfcnrei,  that  when  his  cvm  our  Lord  rota  from  Topper  14  waft  laic  dtict- 
are  fpoken  of,  that  uccvid  bin  ear,  (ebap.  plea  feet,  ui*  (aid,  1 *#■-  4,  5. 
i*  ii,)  it  i* t* i/iff,  Ks  cwtt  u  a  mao's  |  1  take  this  to  relate  10  i nfti- 

caale  are  hU  own,  which  yet  be  may,  wlxn  gallon  of  to  betray  his  Lord,  which 
he  pleaftif  alter  the  property  of  1  But  here  it  pqi  him  upon  going  to  the  chief  prfefts,  with 
is  tv?  11W,  his  own  ffrfinst  as  a  rosn’s  wife  *n  offer  of  delivering  Mm  op  to  them,  and 
and  children  are  hit  own,  to  whom  he  Rands  was  before  the  pafiom*fupper»  (Mtf* 

In  a  con  Rant  relation*  1^,  1  j,  U.  and  Litke  xxii.  3,  ■  ■  6.)  and  lb 

f  The  words,  hs  ti  AQdjgoUy  to  ptrftRaat  it  is  different  from  whai  is  fiid,  vcr+  17,  30* 
as  well  «  to  tie  red.  Accordingly  1  have  t*«  of  thfo  chapter,  about  Satan's  entering  in* 
ken  both  fan fcs  into  the  Pa raphrafe;  betaufe  to  him  after  he  received  the  fop,  upon 
the  foliowing  dtfcohrfes  and  prayer*  to  the  which  be  vent  out  immediately  to  wane 
end  of  chap,  xrii*  are  foil  of  expreiikms  of  bb  vOUinoui  deiign,  the  devil  having  then 
Cbrift’s  love  and  care  after*  as  well  is  before  got  an  entire  Ueendaney  over  him,  and  gain* 
he  Jbould  go  to  heaven,  and  that  not  only  of  his  point  upon  him ;  and  perhaps  the 
for  the  comfort  of  his  diidpUi,  as  Jong  as  time  of  JttAtTs  firil  going  into  this  de£gn 
they  Humid  live  in  this  world,  but  like  wife  was,  when  he  was  vexed  bcfivTe  he  could 
for  the  fata  arrival  of  all  Jfu  to  glory.  not  get  the  price  of  Marfs  ointment  bio 

1  jfUfwwtK  on  xtL  0*  lays,  lhat  the  his  hands,* (dap*  xii.  4,  s*) 

Jw  ufod  firfe  lo  eat  Tome  of  the  bitter  herbs  .j.  It  is  probable  that  he  was  Itkeftife  dif* 

and  unleavened  bread,  then  the  table  was  ta*  tout  ting  on  this  tabjeftto  his  riifciplct,  which 
ten  away,  and  afterwards  was  brought  again;  made  his  cpndefeenfioo  in  wafting  their  feet 
And  this  tafias  to  me  to  be  the  time  vfeco  the  more  fcrpritfog  to  rbera, 


Cb.  xm. 
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“£*?£'  ^is  upper-clothes, -took  a  napkin  or  towel,  and  lied  it  a- 
»»ut  his  write  like  a  fervant  in-waiting. 
tfc*t  e  After 


5  After 


ti&pWfccr^Rd 
to  wipe  ife  w  with 
du  towel  where- 
with  he  vu  god* 
el 

6  Then  com* 
tth  be  to  Simon 
Peter;  aed  Peter 
frith  goto  him, 
Jjotdf  doA  tboo 
toy  fta  ? 


5  Alter  vbick,  this  Lord  of  glorjt  poured  water  into 
!l!to«b2bL"mi  abafon,  and  fet  himfelf  to  wrih  the  feet  of  his  poor  dif- 
1x^*0  wwSk  the  ciples  and  dependents,  with  his  own  hands,  as  if  he  had 

been  the  meaneft  of  fervanta  to  them,  (i  Sam.  uv, 
4*0  »  and,  haring  £>  done,  be  wiped  them  wiebthe  cloth 
which  be  had  tied  about  him  for  that  purpofe. 

6  Then,  among  others,  he  came  to  Simoa,  whom  he 
bad  Gr  named  Peter,  to  do  the  like  to  bin*,  and  Peter 
bang  ftat tied,  amazed,  and  Gtocked  at  fuch  a  matchlefs . 
inftance  of  coadefeenGon,  faid.  Lord ,  what  art  thou  go¬ 
ing  to  do  f  fltall  1,  a  poor  Goful  wretch,  ever  fuffer  that 
thou,  whom  I  believe,  and  have  owned  to  be  the  Chtift, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God,  {chap,  vi.  dp,)  fljobldft  de¬ 
bate  tfayfelf  at  fnch  a  rate,  as  to  undergo  the  irkfome 
drudgery  of  the  meaneft  of  ferrants  in  walhtng  my  feet  ? 
I  cannot  endure  the  thought  of  thy  doing  it. 

7  Our  Lord  anfwered.  It  is  not  for  you  to  oppofemy 
proceedings,  of  which  you  are  no  competent  judge :  You 
do  not  know  the  realms  of  what  I  am  now  doing,  and 
little  think  what  is  mynjeaning  in  it ;  but  I  will  explain 
fomething  of  it  by  and  br,  (ver,  12,-17.)  >  when 
my  Spirit  Gull  be  hereafter  poured  out  from  on  high, 
you  {hall  be  {till  further  acquainted  with  it,  and  {hall 
experience  the  benefit  I  intend  by  in 

8  Peter  replied,  with  great  vehemence.  It  fignifies 
nothing  to  talk  of  .it ;  though  all  the  reft  of  my  brethren 
{bould  admit  of  thy  doing  it  to  them,  1  know  well  e- 
Aough,  that  this  is  too  great  a  difparagement  to  thee, 
and  too  high  an  honour  for  me :  I  cannot  bear,  and 
never  w31  content,  that  thon  (houldft  degrade  cbyfelf  fo 
far,  aa  to  wafti  fuch  fordid  feet  as  mine.  Jefus  ahfwer- 
ed  again,  in  a  way  offevere  rebuke  for  his  being  fo  bafty 
and  pofitrve,  under  a  nriftakfn  notion  of  extraordinary 
modefty  and  bnmility ;  Nay,  rf  you  fo  far  fet  yourfelf  a- 
gainft  my  authority,  wifdom,  and  Jove,  as  not  to  fubmit 
tomjwrihing  your  feet,  you  cannot  be  mydifciple; 
and  jf  you  are  not  really  deanfedby  me  *  in  fuch  a  fpi- 
ritoal  manner,  as  is  fignified  by  wafhing  with  water, 

Su  can  have  no  communion  with  me,  or  intereft  in  the 
HGngs  of  my  kingdom. 

9  Peter,  thereupon,  feeing  that  fo  much  depended 
upon  it,  and  dreading  the  thoughts  of  being  feparated 
from  Chrift,  was  foon  convinced  of  his  folly,  and,  re* 

trading 

NOTE. 

*  To  brut  m  pert  vtli  otMto’,  fignifiw  fa*-  no  intereft  in  tun,  or  benefit  b?  tun.  Dear. 
bo  bkiiuoA 4f{Qsifl)islpQ  vitli blo^  ut#  *7*  4  i«ud  2  Of*  vi*  ij* 


T  Jcfta  in¬ 
frared  ukd  (kid 
unto  him,  Whzt 
I  do  thou  fcoow* 
fftj&t  now;  tat 
thou  fiwk  Juov 
hereafter. 


t  Peter  frith 
ukto  him,  Tboo 
flwlt  neper  waft 
feet*  Jrfoi 
rnniWed  him.  If 
1  wift  thee  not, 
thou  baft  qo  pair 


$  SbfiooPetv 
friih 
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ijiih  onto  him, 
l^r  l,  not  my 
ftxt  only*  i’Ut  al¬ 
io  jffv  hand*  and 
«/ 


to  Jtfus  faith 
to  him.  If*  that 
is  waihj  nccdcrh 
woe,  favcto  wafh 
Air  fart,  hut  it 
clean  every  whit : 
ijid  ye  a«v  clean, 
but  not  ^lU 


trading  his  former  refolution,  cried  out,  Lord,  if  this 
be  the  cafe,  I  readily  jfubmtt,  and' beg  that  thou  wouldft 
pleafe  to  wafh  not  only  my  feet,  but  my  hands  and  head, 
and  every  part  of  me,  that  1  may  be  cleanfed  throughout, 
and  may  (hare  in  all  thy  blelfings. 

to  Jefus,  further  to  explain  hjmfeifrrand  corred  Pe~ 
Ur*&  mi  flake,  who  ran  from  one  extreme  to  another,  re¬ 
plied,  He  who  is  once  jollified  and  fenflified,  as  heing 
wafhed  by  my  blood  and  Spirit,  only  needs 'tube  further 
cleanfed,  in  the  daily  excercife  of  faith  and  repentance, 
from  the  guilt  and  defilement,  which,  through  remain¬ 
ing  infirmity,  he  perpetually  contrads  hy  his  converfa- 
tion  in  the  world,  he  being  already  forgiven  alt  tref- 
pajfcty  {Cat.  it.  13.)  and  freed  from  the  dominion  of  Jin 
(Horn.  vi.  14.)  and  moft  of  you,  my  difdples,  are  in  this 
lenfc  cleanfed ;  hut  though,  as  a  fymbol  of  purity,  I 
waili  all  your  feet ;  yet  every  oac  of  ypu  is  not  really 


11  Foreknew 
who  Humid  be¬ 
tray  him:  there¬ 
fore  faM  he.  Ye 
vie  nut  ill  dun. 

-  n  So*  after  he 
had  their 

fcect  and  hdd  ta¬ 
ken  bis  garment®, 
and  Ter  down 
again.,  h?faLt  un¬ 
to  them,  Know 
ye  what  l  hate 
dlucc  to  you  i 

n  Ye  call  me 
Planer,  and  Lord: 
iad  ye  fay  well ; 
for  Jit  1  am. 


M  1  then, 

^A’rr  Lofd  Hiu\ 

'Mailer  5  have 
wafhed  your  feet, 
yc  dfo  uu»ht  to 
wadi  one  ar,o- 
thcr'i  fc$t* 


clean. 

tl  The  reafoti  of  his  faying,  .all  of  them  were  not 
clean,  was,  becaufche  knew  that  fudasy  though  a  pro- 
felTcd  difciple,  was  (till  in  his  fins,  and  that  he  would 
treacheroufly  betray  him  into  die  hands  of  his  enemies. 

iz  Then  our  blefled  Lord,  hayiug  gone  through  the 
fervile  work  of  wafhtng  all  his  dife? pies  feet,  put  on  his 
upper-clothes  again;  and,  fitting  down  at  table  with 
them,  he,  to  convince  them  of  their  ignorance,  and  to 
raife  their  attention,  and  their  dvfire  of  his  inftruclioas, 
fa  id,  Do  ye  undeiftaod  the  meaning  of what  I  have  done 
to  you :  And  what  leflbns  ye  are  to  learn  from  it  1  Vll 
tell  you  :  >  . 

13  Ye  often  falntc  me  .  under  the  title. of  your  Lord 

and  Mailer, and profefs to  own  meas  fuch,  and  ye  there¬ 
in  do  right  ;  for  1  really  am  theonly  Lord  of  your  faith 
and  obedience,  and  your  only  teacher,  on  whole  autho¬ 
rity  ye  may  depeud.  .  , 

14  If  therefore  («’)  I,  who  am  indeed  your  Lord  and 
Mailer,  and  whom,  asfuch,yeown  to.be  infinitely  your 
fupeiior,  haveneverthelefscondefcended  to  fodefpicable 
and  troublefome  an  office,  as  that  of  walhing  your  feet, 
to  teftify  my  affection  to  you;  how  much  more  ought 
ye  to  be  ready,  on  all  occafiuns*,  to  Hoop  to  the  mean- 
eft. and  mod  laborious  fervices,  for  trflitying  your  mu¬ 
tual  lore,  and  affording  reciprocal  affitlaucc  to  one  an¬ 
other. 


NOTE. 


*  We  Ticvfr  irad  that  die  apoflVt  ever 
nklh'-d  the  kef  of  one  another*  or  of  any 
o-'hor  and  therefore  what  our  Lord 

here  h  only  u>be  noclerflood  of  their 

rujt  fining  cEccs  to  each  ether,  as  trglu 


thU;  but  for  oljlcninj*  tHi 

ceremony  of  feigned  hunuliiy,  hr  wa!Hit£ 
pen pfc\  fact  year  o;t  tha  2'L'vJi  ?  ol’ 

F.JT:  un-wcck. 
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other,  who  are  all  on  a  level,  as  fellow-fervants  and 
brethren,  in  my; kingdom  and  faintly  ? 
is  Im  l- hive  j  ^  Fpr  1  have  hefein  d,efigned  to  -fet  yon  an  exam- 
STkTdS  «  P,c*  whkh  U  hi8hJy  ™nby  of  your  imitation,  that  ye 
ihoald'  do  hi  fhould  cheerfully  attend  to  every  duty  of  humility,  kind- 
iuvcdooc loyon.  ncfs  and  love,  to  the  refreQiment  and  comfort,  purity 
and  welfare  of  your  fellow-chrillians  andfcllow-fervants, 
and  not  be  alhamed,  or  think  .much  of.  doing  any  of¬ 
fices  to  them,  as  mean  and  fervile  as  this  which  I  have 
now  done  to  you.  , 

itf  Verily  veri-  16  To  reconcile  you  to  thefe  felf-denymg  duties,  f, 
*ho_  an*  Truth  iifelf,.afluredly  tell  you,,  that  no  fervant 
«ot  prater  th»o  10, .or  fhpuld  tbink;  himfelf  tp  be  above  bis  Lord,  nor 
jtuiord;  midier  fhoujd  he,  who  is  fent , to  execute  any  commiflion,  think 
pti(erlttii*nfthe  above  his  principal  who  fent  him  :  And  thcrc- 

tiut  lime  him.  fore,  as  ye  are  my  feryaijts  and  apofties,  ye  ought  not 
-  to  be  afhamed,  orthinkit  beneath  you  to  conaefcend 
as  far  to  others  as  I  have  to  you.  But  fhould  learn  of 
me,  who  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  (Mattb.  xi.  29.) 
thJfe *7  may  hence  receive  ufeful  inftru&ion  relating 
py/rtretf’yedo  t0  70ur  own  “°ty»  and  if  ye  really  underftand  what  I 
them.  mean  by  all  this,  it  will  be  your  great,  happinefe  and 

comfort,  honour  and  advantage,  to  prafUfe  according 
to  it. 


,8  I  fpeik  not  >8  I  do  not  indeed  cxpe&  that  this  will  be  done  by 
1  know  eyery  one  of  .you.  No,  I  always  was,  and  ftill  am,  fully 
SSToi  lot  St  acquainted  with  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  all  your 
the  feripturs  may  hearts^  Tho  I  pa vc  chofen  you  all  to  the  apoulelhip, 
he  fulfilled,  He  {chap*  y(.  70.)  yet,  as  I  but  now  laid,  (ven  lf>.)  y£  are 
wSth^me1*  bha*h  -efn  >  1  know  *  which  of  you  1  have  chofen  to 

lift  up  hi,  bed  frith*  holioefs,  and  falyation,  as  well  as  to  the  apoftolic 
affuafl  me,  office :  But  their  is  one  among  you  j-,  whom  1  have  not 
chofen  to  grace  and  glory,  but  have  taken  into  the  apo- 
ftlefhip,  and  left  to  the  free  choice  of  his  own  perverfe 
will,  that  what  the  feripture  fays  of  David,  my  type, 
(PfaLiAiy  9.)  may  be  eminently  fulfilled  in  me,  urz.iie 
who,  like  a  friend,  fat  at  table,  and  familiarly  eat  with 
me,  (fce4he  note  on  Mark  xiv.  20.)  has  turned  his  back 
upon  .me,  and  with  an  ingratitude,  enmity  and  comcmpr, 
worfp  than  that  of  b  rut  cs  to  theirm  a  tiers  that  feed  them, 
.  has  fpurned  and  kicked  ac  me  to  kill  me. 

■  19  Now 


NOTES. 

*  Tt  U  manifeft  to  n*e*  that  ChHtt  here  thcmfclvcs,  he  did  nor  ty,  I  osivc, 

means  a  more  peculiar  and  herrefictii  efetftafl  ftjiat  their  rpuliiic*  are,  lust  v;s  the  perRo*, 
thin  to  the  office  +of,apotrl<s;  ,/or  he  hat!  whom  L  havc.phQjtn* 
chofen  tfiom  all  to  fhts :  Hut  he  here  fpcakf  J  EKpotltm*  generally  f»mf:dcr  this  paf- 
of  a  diftri  mi  luting  choice  of  fotnt  of  them,  jagest*  elliptical ;  accordingly  I  have  fiijtpL* 
uliicti  (till  rvi:  tn  them  4II,  and  pafti*  cd  what  he  wanting  to  fit  I  up  the  fen- 

cutarfy  to  JWifj;  Andiolbcwiliathiskiiotv-  *  fence,  with  what  1  take  to  he  emit  nj rurally 
mg  whom  hr  liud  chofen,  related  not  to  their  hy  the  wards, 

but  to  the  periods 
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How  I  tell 

yon  before  it 
come,  vlur*  when 

it  k  come  ta  pais* 
jr«  n»ay  bdim 
<lut  1  403  be. 


lo  Verily  veri¬ 
ly  1  lay  troco 
you.  Be  that  re- 
ctneh  vboaife- 
ever  I  fetd  re* 
cciveth  ne  i  and 
he  tbot  rmivcth 
me  receiveth  bin 
tktbotnw. 


it  Who  TcAi* 
hid  that  faia,  he 
vu  troubled  in 
fjparit,  and  tefti- 
ned,  and  £udt 
Verity  verily  I  fry 
nnto  yoat  that 
one  of  you  JhtU 
betray  me* 


ii  Thai  the 
difdplei  leaked 
one  on  another, 
doubting  of 
whom  he  {poke. 


ay  Now  there 

wu 


*  Thfi  wu  the 
krotv  tbit  Coif*], 
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ip  Nov  I  tell  you  of  this  beforehand,  that,  when 
the  reft  of  you  come  to  fee  tbe  {hocking  event,  ye  may 
not  be  difeouraged  or  {tumbled  at  it ;  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  may  be  the  more  cAsbliftud  in  your  belief,  that 
I  am  tbe  true  Meffiab,  vbo  focefaw  the  end  from  tbe 
beginning,  and  willingly  yielded  myfetf  up  to  the  worit 
of  ufage,  according  to  the  appointment  of  my  Father, 
and  tbu  divine  prediftion,  which  was  herein  to  be  10- 
compfifhed  in  me. 

20  And  further  to  take  off  their  difeouragement  as 
if  their  /looping  fo  low  as  be  bad  ordered  them,  and  as 
if  one  of  tbeir  own  number's  fo  openly  acting  againft 
him,  would  bring  them  under  contempt,  be  faid  to 
them,  I,  who  am  faithful  and  true,  a  fibre  yon,  that  be 
who  loves  and  honours  any  ambaffador  of  mine,  and 
receives  bis  tdKmony  concerning  me,  {hall  be  looked 
upon  and  cftccmcd,  as  {hewing  foe  fame  regard  to  my 
one  perfon ;  and  be  that  embraces  me,  by  faitb  and 
love,  as  tbe  only  true  Meflub,  does,  in  effeft,  receive 
my  Father  himlclf  who  font  me. 

21  When  Jefus  bad  faid  tbefe  things  to  bis  difeiplcs, 
to  prepare  them  for  foe  further  difeoveries  be  was  going 
to  make  of  foe  traitor,  and  to  caution  the  traitor  him- 
felf,  that  be  might  ftill  have  room  for  repentance,  and 
be  left  inexcuuble  for  want  of  it*  be  (hewed  a  more 
than  ordinary  trouble  and  concern  of  mind,  not  mere¬ 
ly  at  Ins  own  {offerings,  but  at  the  horrid  wickednels 
and  ingratitude  of  Jud&tt  vbo  was  thereby  bringing  the 
mo  ft  dreadful  deftru£Hon  upon  himfelf :  And,  fpeaking 
with  great  earoeftncfa,he  faid,  I,  who  am  Truth  itfelf, 
affure  yon,  that  one  of  your  number,  who  has  been  all 
along  a  witnefa  of  my  life  and  -miracles,  and  whom  I 
have  chofcn  to  be  one  of  my  apoftlee,  aud  laid  under  tbe 
higbeft  obligations,  willneverfoekfa  bafely  deliver  me  In¬ 
to  the  bands  of  mine  enemies,  who  will  put  me  to  death. 

22  Then  every  difotple,  except  tbe  bardned  Judas, 
being  {truck  with  horror  and  amafement  at  fo  folcmn  a 
declaration,  looked  round  about  one  upon  another,  to 
obforve  what  figns  of  guilt  might  appear  among  them  ; 
they  being  at  a  lofe,  and  anxioufly  concerned 

to  know  which  of  them  he  meant,  none  of  them  being 
coafeious  of  any  fuch  wicked  deGgn  in  bimfetf,  and  yet 
each  fufpefting  his  own,  rather  than  his  brother's  heart. 

23  Now  while  they  were  in  this  felicitous  fofpence, 
one  of  them  *,  who  was  a  peculiar  favourite  of  Jefus’s, 

fat 


NOTE. 

ipoftU  Jtl*  himlclf,  vbo  hb  own  name,  when  be  fpokt «/  iU 
bat  in  modefty  CCnCiiled  vbtm  Jtfut  Imd* 
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™  **  lac  next  to  him,  leaning  backwards  with  bis  head  upon 

Jf  hi,  bord'a  breaft,  according  to  the  ufual  pofture  at  the 

whom  Jdn  fay-  piiTwcr 

eU*  24  5mm  Peter  therefore,  being  deCrous  to  know, 

,4  Simon  Peter  *nd  yet  afraid  to  alk  Chrift  publicly  whom  he  meant, 
ihmfone  b«*  -  made  a  privare  fign,  as  perfooa  ufe  to  do,  by  winking, 
b»  &oulT’  ,adt  nodding,  or  pointing  with  the  hand,  to  put  that  difeiple 
who  it  ibouid  be  upon  a  iking  him,  which  of  them  it  was  that  he  bad 
of  whom  bdfut*.  [aid  would  be  guilty  of  this  abominable  crime  f 
lying  £  jef«  2$  th«  dHeiple,  hiving  a  toil  oppor- 

brail,  filth  onto  tunny  for  it  by  being  fo  near  to  Jefus,  fpoke  to  him  tofc* 
him.  Lord,  who  ly,  laying  in  an  humble  manner,  Lord,  .may  I  have  the 
“  **  favour  ef  knowing  which  of  us  is  the  perfon,  that  will 

betray  thee  ? 

fiwMd^ tie  it";*  Je*>*s  replied  in  a  whilper,  fo  as  not  to  be  heard 

to  whom  I  OuJl  by  the  reft  of  the  company,  (vet,  28.}  It  is  he  to  whom 
z»e  a  ibp,  when  1  lhall  give  the  next  piece  of  fopped  bread,  as  foon  as  I 
A^'wbm'be  have  dipped  it  in  the  fauce  *:  And  prefently  after  this, 
had  dipped  the  dipping  *  piece  of  bread,  be  gave  it  direttly  to  Judos 
fop,  be  girc  it  to  lfcariat%  the  fon  ef  Simon,  as  an  indication  to  John  that 
this  was  the  man. 

J  xy  And  after  *7  -And  as  foon  as  Judas  had  taken  and  eat  the 
thefopsuwen-  fop  +,  the  devil  got  fucha  prevalence  over  bis  carnal 
Then  'fidd  j«ft$  ^eart,  *s  t0  engage  him  in  a  thorough  Tefolution  tofet 
unto  him  i  har  about  executing  hisperfidious  defign  out  of  hand :  And 
iboa  daft ,  da  Jefus  knowing  this,  faidto  him,  Whatfoevcr  you  are  re- 
qokklp.  folved  to  do,  take  your  own  courfe  as  foon  as  you  will, 

I  am  ready,  and'  will  no  longer  keep  you  under  re* 
ftraint. 


40  ™  28  Now  as  the  difciple  to  whom.  Chrift  had  inti- 

wl*  wblt  mated  hywhich  of  them  he  (hould  be  betrayed,  did  not 
intent  he  fpoke  apprehend  that  it  would  be  £0  loon;  and  as  the  reft  at 
thit  umo  bin.  table  did  not  know  that  Judas  was  the  man  \  lb  none 
of  them  underftood  what  Jefus  meant  by  thefe  words, 
and  fame  miftook  bis  defign  in  them. 


WOT 

*  This  dipping  of  the  fop  Ut  I  thjnf;,  to 
be  dlrtingailhed  from,  end  ferns  to  haw 
been  after  the  dipping  of 'the  bind  la  the 
diih,  which  »  m  cottoned  in-  Maftk*  xxvL 
and  Mark  xiv*  so-  when  Chrift  fir 

that  dipfetb  Ms  band  with  me  in  tie  ^ 
ftme  jbali  betrejmi  pn&it  ijokeeftbemehe 
that  diffeth  vHtb  mc  U  the  &fki  Foe  that  was 
fpokett  openly  to  them  all,  bat  this  private* 
ly  to  JfaA*  /  that  related  to  Judas* s  dipping 
in  the  dllb  with  our  Lo rd,  bot  tfcU  to  Cbrift’t 
dipping  the  fop,  and  giving  tt  to  Jndaj; 
that  wai  a  more  indeterurioate  figari,  anfwer- 
iog  to,  and  probahly  at  the  fame  time  with 
what  he  Tald,  (twt.  t&.)  He  that  tatdh  bread 
udib-me,  bath  lifted  up  ms  beef  arainfi  me,  hot 
this  was  detcrniJaatTj  acd  durtftly  pointing 


20  For 

E  S. 

oat  Judai  blm&f  u  the  very  perfoo  whom 
be  meant* 

f  Perhaps  Judas  might  have  fomc  ftrfpi- 
cion,  as  if  Chrift’s  giving  him  the  fop  wai 
dtfigned  to  math  him  oat  as  the  perfoo  be 
JpoCe  of,  and  fo  was  the  more  furfouflj  eu- 
raged  agaiaftbim;  However,  Satan,  fcdngtbia 
to  dc  a  it  opportunity  to  execute  the  villainous 
defign,  worked  more  powerfully  fa  this  fon 
of  perdition  now,  than  ever  before,  (foe 
the  note  on  vir.  a.)  and,  leading  him  cap¬ 
tive  at  bis  will,  prevailed  upon  aim  to  fet 
about  it  without  delay-  And  his  going  im¬ 
mediately  upon  this,  (wr  jo.)  fee  ms  to  in¬ 
timate,  that  Judas  went  oat  before  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Lord's  tapper-  See  the  note 
on  txii*  11* 
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The  EQangetift  Jorfu  paraphr&jed. 


Ch.  xiii. 


gain  ft  thc-Fcaft; 

of  that  ti«  fltonld 
gWe  fopictbing 
to  the  poor. 

30  He  then, 
having  received 
the  fbpfwnt  im- 
media  rely  aot ; 
aud  it  wv  righu 

31  Therefore, 
uhco  hewasgoac 
out,  JArt  &H, 


and  God  U  gloti 
Jjed  in  him. 


For  fane  .  29  For,  astheir  little  ftock  was  committed  to  Judas's 
*f  ibtm  thought ,  cuftody,  they' apprehended,  either  that  Jefos  gently  re- 
the  bag/ih«  je-  Prove<^  him  for  neglecting  the  dutjf  of  his  office,  and 
fn*ha4£ud  unto  ordered  him  to  provide  the  things  that  were  nectflary 
**»">  “ur  ttefi  for  the  following  days  of  the  feafr,  (lee  the  note  on  vtr. 
hm  ncedV”  1  *)  °f  e^e  that  he  *  ordered  him  to  diftribute  fomething, 
without  delay,  in  a  way  of  charity  to  the  poor. 

30  Then  Judat,  having  eat  the  fop,  forthwith  left 
the  company,  and,  being  under  the  power  of  Satan  and 
his  Own  corruptions,  went  away  to.  the  (anhsdrtm  to 
get  a  fli  fiance  for  apprehending- Jefus^  who  he  fuppofed 
would  foon  be  moving  to  bis  ufual  place  of  retirement : 
And  by  this  time  night  caraeon,  fo  that  it  was  dark. 

31  When  therefore  Judas  was  gone  qnt  ofthehoufe, 

_  Jefus,  knowing  the  bnfinefs  he  went  about,  faid  to  the 

Ko*  U  (be  Sou  reft  of  thedifciples.  Now  the  hour  is  juft  at  hand,  wheu 
of  mm  glorified,  jt  tjjC  Meffiah,  (half  -j-  be  glorious  in  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption,  and  in  the  conqueft  that  I  frail  obtain  over 
fin,  Satan,  and  all  the  powers  of  darknefs,  hy  my  death  ; 
and  frail  be  glorious  in  performing  my  engagements  to 
the  Father j  in  my  zeaL  for  his  glory,  and  love  to  his 
people;  and- in- the  exercife  of  every  grace,  and  of  all 
divine  power  to  fugport  me  under,  and  carry  me  ho¬ 
nourably  through  the  awful  feene  that  lyes  before  me: 
And  God  the  Father  will  he.  glorified  in  and  by  me,  as 
all  his  perfections  will  be  exalted,  with  united  harmony, 
in  tbe  humble  felf-abafement,  obedience,  fufferiugs  and 
death,  which  I,  in  the  form  of  a_£crvant,  fo  freely  fuh- 
mit  to. 

3a  And  fi nee  God  the  Father  will  be  thus  highly 
glorified  in  and  by  me,  he-  will  honour  me  in  my  fuf- 
ferings  with  amazing  figns  and  wonders,  and  with  tef- 
timonies  to  me,  which  frail  be  extorted  from  mine  e- 
nemics  themfelves,  and  will  gtorioufly  reward  me  after¬ 
wards  in  my  refurrefbon,  afeenfion;  and  exaltation  at 
his  right  hand  ;  he  will  glorify  me  in  my  own  perfon, 
and  (*ti«m  ta«r»)  will  glorify  me  with  hiinfelf,  by 
admitring  me,  even  in  my  human  nature,  to  foil  com* 
reunion  with  him  in  his  majefty  and  glory;  and  this 
be  will  do  fpeedily,  and  in  a  right  way,  )  as  is  molt 

becoming  hiinfelf  and  .me. 

33  My  dear  children,  whole  faith  is  weak,  but  whom 
drent  yet  a  hn^je  j  afle&ionarely  love,  it  is  but  a  very  little  time  that  1 

frail 

NOTE. 

*  It  U  protabk  that  at  the  pafTover-foali  belonged  :o  hii  dyin;ic  fach  a  hdy  And  vie* 
our  Lord  had  tried  to  order  a  drftnbuftor.  of  tofious  manner,  its  he  did,  irv.l  nor  to  (lie 
alm$  to  flit  poor,  far  as  their  lean;  y  cir~  homttf  hts  Father  pot  upon  kirn,  *hich  is 
ciips^snfrt  would  admit  of  it.  dlftingriilhed  from  U,  and  fpvhcn  of  as  nK)lt- 

t  Tl;b  eviderdiy  elites  to  'tht  glory  that  ly  confcqurnE  to  it,  ui  the  ucai  voift* 


3»  If  God  be 
jrtnrihed  in  him, 
God  flutt  alfo 
glorify  him  .  in 
Eimielf,  and  fhaJl 
ftra^cht^ay  gb- 
fify  him.  , 


33  Little  Ail* 


Cb.  Ini. 


The  EvangeSjt  John  paraphrased. 


while  i  am |  Riall  continue  in  the  body  with  you ;  When  I  aim  gone, 

me*:  ind,  it  i  Tc  he  earueltly  defirous  of  being  with  me ;  but  as 

fjiJ  unto  the  I  once  and- again  have  told  the  unbelieving  Jcwj  ab> 

J '■***•  wbi,he^oI  folutely,  {chap.  vii.  34,  and  y iti.  21.}  fo  1  tell  you  for 
lowe^fo^ow  1  *hefrefentt\ver.  36.)  thatyecanuutas  yet  come  to  the 
hy  umo  you.*  blefied  ftate  whither  I  am  going. 

'  i4  A  new  34  1°  meau  while,  1,  your  dying- 'Lord  and  Ma- 
command  in  tat  I  fter,  authoritatively  leave,  ana  bind  upon  you,  one  great 
]>ive  unto  you,  commandment,  in  a  particular  manner,  which  indeed  is 
another;  ’m’"!  not  *n  hfelf  a  new  one  *,  but  is  fadly  corrupted,  and 

lure  b«d  you,  almoft  forgot  and  loft  ;  Ttherefore  enjoin  it  upon  yon 

lb*  ye  db  bye  by  a  new  example,  and  with  new  explications,  motives 
one  no  et.  and  inforcements,  that  ir  may  be  obferved  with  a  near 
fpirit  and  temper,  and  in  a  new  manner,  as  a  fundi* ' 
mental  law  of  my  kingdom,  and  may  be  evet  frefti  in 
your  minds  and  hearts,  and  written  there  by  the  Spirit 
of  the  New  Teftament,  as  a  mod  excellent  command, 
which  fliall  be  eternally  as  much  in  force,  as  if  it  were 


always  newt  And  this  commandment  is,  that  ye  mu¬ 
tually  love  one  another,  not  in  a  common  way  merely 
as  men,  but  in  an  affectionate,  fympathizrag,  felf-deny- 
ing  and  beneficent  manner  as  mydifciples,  in  imitation, 
and  under  a  fenfe  of  my  love  to  you,  in  the  greatnefe  of 


which  I  have  freely  funered  many  things  already,  and 
am  going  .even  to  die  for  you. 

«  By  thi*  This  is  the  honourable  badge  of  your  holy  pro- 
know  that  ye  are  feflion  of  my  name  ;  and  all  that  fee  and  obferve  you, 
my  diiciples,  if  whether  they.be  friends  or  enemies,  fhall  know  that  ye 
10  inJthw **  °M  are  *n^eet^  my  difciples,  partakers  of  my  Spirit,  ar.d 
bearing  mine  image,  if  ye  thus  cordially  love  one  a- 
nothcr,  arid  fliew  it  on  all  occaGons,  after  my  example, 
for  my  fake,  and  in  obedience  to  my  command. 

;4  simoa  pd«r  36  Simon  Peter  being  more  imprefled  vvi  t  h  what  Jefus 
faki  umo  him,  had  faid  (ver*  33.)  about  his  going  whither  the  difciples 
*ocft  AJPS  c0U^  not  come,  than  ahout  their  loving  one  another, 
ikTaurnwcdhuni  faid  to  him  in  an  abrupt  manner.  Lord,  I  befeech  thee 
Whither  I  go,  to  let  us  know  f  where  it  is  that  thou  talked  of  going 
ihuu  cinri^noi  from  to  fi.c  Up  thy  kingdom  i  Jefus  anfwered,  I  tell 

you  again  that  I  am  going,  where  you  arc  not  at  prefent 
N  o  T  P.  s.  able 


*  Tlitt  annot  be  umlcrftood  at  a  com* 
luadilmenc  abiblatclj  new,  Trace  our  Lord 
him&Jf  hid  faid  before,  {Matth.  auu*  39, 
40.)  that  4?  hvt  atr  na&hb&tr  at  eurfiJvttj  is 
wc  nf  tb*  tws  great  ea  vrbvb 

i-cag  all  the  /dv  and  the  pfttphtU  /  and  our 
Kvauj^etift  fpciki  of  loving  out  toother,  at 
eta  &!d  vhicb  we  had  fi&m  tht 

(1  John  iL  7*  umpired  with 
x  John  v.  5. )  t  not  only  from  the  beginning 
r*f  ChrifTs  mini  [try,  but  even  bom  the  be- 
-vf  ihiw. rid,  ever Gi-cc mankind  had 


a  being;  and  from  the  beginning  of  the  hw> 
ever  Gnoe  u  was  delivered  to  JjfaW,  il  bcin^ 
a  fundamental  law  of  future*  -which  run* 
through  all  difpcnfatiofl*,  according  10  the 
various  relation*  io  «bkh  we  iliad  one  to 
another* 

f  U  Teems  as  if  Pete r  thought  that  Chrift* 
being  icjcdtcd  by  the  JVum*  would  goto  fume 
other  parts  uf  the  earth  to  erect  his  throne, 
n'hvtv  he  might  reign  *i;Jiouf  d .  ft  ur  baiicc, 
aud  with  great  power,  according  10  ;he  car¬ 
nal  options  lie  Lad  ef  Cbnll'*  Kii-gdom. 


4^0  "The  EvengeEJi  John  paraphrafed.  Ch.  xii. 

po*5  able  to  accompany  or  follow  me ;  but  you  (hall  follow 
few  me  »fter*  mc  in  proper  rime  hereafter,  when  I  have  done  my  work 
ntdt.  by  you,  and  ftrengtheoed  your  faith  for  treading  in  my 

fullering  fteps. 

3T  Peter  fiid  ,  37  Peter,  not  well  knowing  what  Quilt  meant,  re- 
nwohim.  Lord,  plied  with  a  fincere,  but  felf-confident  and  ratii  zeal, 
h^wthetnow?  Lord,  what  is;tbe  reafon  that  I  cannot  follow  thee  now, 
I  will  lay  down  as  well  as  at  any  time  hereafter?  I  am  fully  refolved  to 
mv  UTe  Ux  iliy  embark  in  all  difficulties  with  thee,  even  to  the  laying 

**  down  of  my  very  life,  rather  than  defer:  thee  t  What 

then  Ihould.  hinder  my  going  aloog  with  thee,  where- 
ever  it  be  ? 

38  Jrfo*  an-‘  jg  To  this  Jefus,  who  knew  him  better  than  he  knew 
ihM  d  Uy”  down  bim£df,  anfwcrtd  again,  to  humble  and  warn  hitn,  Will 
thy  Ufa  for  my.  you  rifque,  and  even  facrifice  your  life  for  me  ?  alas ! 
*ike'\  1f;e,ily  ve~  P*ttr>  you  are  too  felf-confidenr;  1,  who  fpealc  the 
ttiw,  rill  «ck  truth,  affiuredlytellyouhefore-bandjthat,  notwithftand- 
ih*u  not  rro»,  ing  this  vain  boaft,  you  will  this  very  night,  before 

liUthon  :be  time  of  cock-crowing  is  over,  fhamefully  deny  a 

n  me  t  rtcc-  3  fecond,  and  third  time,  that  you  are  any  difciple 

of  mine,  or  that  you  ever  fo  much  as  knew  me  *,  ( Lidte 
ixii.  34.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

HowaflMlionate  and  abiding  is  Chrift’s  love  to  his  own  people;  and  how 
amazingly  docs  he  coudefcend  to  them,  for  their  inftrudioD  and  advantage!  But 
we  cannot  jufily  pretend  to  be  bis  difciplw,  unlefs  he  wafhea  vs  by  bis  blood 
and  Spirit,  and  we  be  ready  to  follow  ms  example  of  condefcenfion,  and  to  obey 
his  commands,  and  particularly  that  great  law,  which  he  has  fo  flrongly  enfor¬ 
ced,  of  loviogone  another  for  his  fake.  How  melancholy  is  the  thought  that 
any  under  a  profeffion  of  Chrtft*  and  wider  thehigheft  obligations,  and  the  near- 
eft  nibble  relation  to  him,  ihould  lift  up  the  heel  agasnft  him  i  And  what  fad 
work  does  Satan  make  with  them,  when,  being  left  to  their  own  corruptions, 
he  leads  them  captive  at  his  will  E  But  the  Lord  knows  who  are  his ;  and  yet 
how  many  are  the  imitates  and  defefts,  how  great  the  ignorance,  fdf-conti- 
deuce,  and  rafhnefs,  ami  how  dreadfiil  the  falls  of  feme,  that  Cbrift  loves,  and 
that  finceirly  love  him !  What  need  have  the  belt  amongft  us  for  daily  ckanfiug 
from  daily  fins !  And  bow  becoming  is  it  for  ns  to  be  ■  always  humble  and  mo- 
deft,  to  have  a  godly  jcalouly  over  ourXelyca*  sod  to  fubmit  to  the  wifctom  and 
authority  of  Chrift  in  whatfoever  he  (aye,  does,  or  orders  concerning  us !  And 
if  any  thing  kerns  ftrange  and  unaccountable  at  prrfent,  let  it  be  our  comfort, 
that  what  we  know  not  now,  we  fball  know  hereafter*  In  the  mean  while,  we 
can  never  have  too  high  thoughts  of  Chrift,  whole  prdcncc  is  our  greateft  joy. 


"The  fubftanee  of  thefe  paflara  L*  reUtd  a  little  nedefted  the  order  or  time  fticrt,  as 
In  Lake  xxii.  33,  34;  30,  u  as  in  our  in  feme  other  places,  that  they  might  throw 
Evangdlft,  before  ChrilKs  going  out  of  the  things  of  a  like  nature  together.  But  thofe 
hooft  to  the  mount  of  Ouvts :  Bat  a  dif-  lamed  men  that' think  the  tapper,  which 
couiie  to  the  fame  parpofe  is  mentioned  after  oar  Evaitgplift  fpeaki  of  in  this  chapter,  vu 
jtinMd/fkzmri,  30, 33,  34,  33,  (See  the  note  ■  night  or  two  before  the  ptichal  flipper, 
there)  and  Mark  xW.  *0,  *p,— i*.  It  there-  mnft  fhppofe  that  his  account  of  what  pafled 
fere  Aetna  as  if  this  were  a  converfatfen  that  between  Chrift  and  Ptttr,  about  that  apoJHrt 
paded  a  little  before  that  related  by  Matthew  denying  him,  is  entirely  different  in  time 
end  Mar*,  nnleft  we  fuppofc  them  to  have  from  that  of  dl  the  other  ErangeUfts* 
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A 

and  whofe  abfcnce  ourgreateft  grief ;  whofe  Authority  is  ioconteftiMe ;  who  la 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  mo ft  fccrct  dHpofitioni  of  our  hearts*  and  not 
only  know*  what  we  now  arc*  but  what  we  fiiaH  ,be  and  do;- who  is  glorious 
ewn  in  his  fuflferinys  and  death,  by  which  hU  Father  was  highly  glorified;  and 
who  is  now  exalted  to  all  tbe  grandeur  of  his  throne  and  kingdom  I  He  will  ho¬ 
nour  his  fervanti  that  honour  him,  and  will  regard  thofc  that  receive  bis  mef- 
fengm*  as  if  tbe?  received  him&if  and  his  Father;  add  though  they,  tike  him, 
may  meet  with  treacherptisufigc  from  their  neardt  inti  mat cv  and  with  other 
fumrings  for  his  fake,  it  will  not  be  long  before  they  will  follow  him  to  glory, 
and  he  ever  with  the  Lord* 


CHAP.  XIV, 


The  beginning  if  Cbrtft's  farewell  fermott ,  in  which  he  comforts  bis  dif* 
ciples  wider  their  troubles  vritb  promijes  qf  heaven ,  t, — 5.  Spedks 
of  himfelf  as  tbe  way  to  the  Fat her y  and  if  his  own  being  one  with 
with  Aim,  <S,— 12.  Affures  Ms  difciples  that  he  will  anfwer  the 
which  they  offer  up  in  his  name,  13,  14.  Promifes  an* 
other  Comforter  f  end  gracious  mamfefiatum  qf  himfelf  ,  and  if  the 
Father,  15, — 24 -  Repeats  the  promife  of  the  Comforter f  bequeathes 
a  legacy  cf  peace  to  /Arm,  and  concludes  the  jirjt  fart  if  Ms  dif- 
courfey  as*—  31* 


Teat, 

T  fT  not  your 
^  him  be  trou¬ 
bled;  ye  believe 
in  God  t  betim 
alio  in  m 


Paraphrase. 

A  FTER  Judas  was  gone  away,  {chap.  ziii.  31.J  our 
Lord  faid  to  the  eleven  a  potties.  Take  heed  that 
your  hearts  be  not  difeoropofed  and  terrified  at  my  ap» 
proaebing  ignominy  and  death ;  or  at  what  I  faid  about 
the  traitor,  {chap.  xiii.  at.)  as  if  1  meant  any  of  you; 
nor  be  ye  diflieartened  at  what  I  told  you,  about  your 
foon  loiing  my  corporal  prefence,  {chap.  xiii.  33.)  ;  or 
at  the  difappointment  ye  will  thereupon  meet  with  in 
your  fecular  expectations  from  me,  and  tbe  dangers  ye 
will  be  exposed  to  for  my  lake :  Ye  have  already  #  faith 
in  God,  according  to  the  revelations  that  are  made  of 
him  in  the  .Old  Teftament;  and  ye  have  faith  in  me,  as 
his  own  Son  and  the  Meffiah,  according  to  the  difeove* 
ries  that  in  my  miniftry,  and  by  my  Spirit,  have  been 
made  of  me ;  this  ought  to  quiet  your  fears :  Labour 


HOTS. 


now. 


*  The  verb  oifiinb  In  both  put*  of  (lie  asmauifefted  in  the  OidTeftament, and  enjoin* 
frtitence  li  the  tame,  and  equally  belong*  to  them  to  believe  in  him&lf,  as  ruantfefted, 
the  irtdicalife  anJ  imperative  mood,  im  and  to  be  fHH  farther  manifeltcd,  in  all  bit 
admits  of  various  coiutFU&oas.  But  it  Teems  divine  and  String  characters  under  tbe  New. 
molt  natural  not  to  render  it  la  one  part  of  But  which  ever  way  we  take  it,  Cbrift  bene 
the  (entente  indicative}?  and  In  the  other  fpuks  of  himfelf  as  the  ohjeA  of  the  (am? 
imperatively,  as  in  onr  tranAition ;  but  ci-  divine  faith  equally  with  the  Father ;  and 
ther  iudicattvelf  or  imperatively  in  both,  as  therefore  though  he  is  to  be  confident]  at  a 
]  have  pot  it  in  tbe  Paraph  raft,  that  the  rew>  diflinA  perfon  from  tbe  Father,  aod  under 
der  may  take  his  choice :  Or,  if  he  like,  it  a  diAinO  notion  as  the  McfCah,  who  was 
better,  he  may  follow  our  verfiou,  according  Tent  by  tbe  Father;  yet  he  is  not  diftinguilh- 
towhich  ourbUflcd  Lord  ownswhhoommcn-  ed  from  him  as  God,  or  as  excluded  fratt 
dadoD,  that  the  difcijtlei  did  believe  in  God,  (baring  in  Godhead  with  him. 


43* 


The  tvangiWfi  Jops  paraptfafid:  Ch:.  sir. 

now,  in: a  fpecial  manner,  to  live  in'  the  daily  exercife 
of  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  of  the  fame  divine  faith 
in  me;  and  this  will  he  an  effectual  means  of  your  fop- 
port  and  comfort,  under  all  the  troubles,  that  now  fill 
your  hearts,  or  are  coming  upon  you. 
t  in  my  Fa-  a  For  in  heavern,  where  my  Father  dwells  in  the 
tW*  hoofe  we  higheft  manifeftations  of  himfelf,  there  are  many  delight- 
i  ful  abodes,  as  many  as  there  are  (bns  to  he  brought  to 
would  have  told  glory  i  and  there  are  fome  particularly  for  yon,  that  ye 
ym*.  i » to  pw  may  hate  eternal  reft  and  fattsfij&ronj'afrerill  the  toils 
a  **  **  aud  troubles  of  tinier  M  it-were  otherwife,  fuch  is  my 

faithfalnefa  and  afFecHon  to  you,'  that  I  would  certainly 
have  undeceived  you  as  I  often  have,  when  ye  vainly 
.  expe£ted  temporal  dignities  and  poflHDons  frhtnme: 
But  the  very  bu(ii)eis  and  ilefign  of  my  depan  ure,  by 
death  to  heaven,  is  to.  procure  a  right  of  admiffion  to  it, 
hy  the  merit  of  my  atoning  blood,  for  you,  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  it  as  a  forerunner  in  your  names,  and  to  dif- 
pofe  of  things  in  the  belt  manner,  and  get  them  ready  a- 
gainft  your  arrival  thither. 

j  And  if  I  go,  '  3  And  (*«0  when,  or  as  fu rely,  as  I  go  in  this  man- 
and  prepare  «  ner,  to  provide  a  bleficd  refidence  there  for  you, 
vilPcome^again  I  will  quickly  return  by  my  Spirit  to  take  care  of 

■nd  receive  j-on  you,  and  to  fit  you  for  that  heavenly  habitation ;  and  I 
noto  myrdf;  that  wj][  receive  your  fouls  at  death,  and  your  whole  perfous 
may  be  dfo,  at  mY  lecond  appearing,  into  my  immediate  pretence, 
for  intimate  felfbwfhip  and  communion  with  m<^  that 
where  I  already  am  in  my  divine  nature,  and  very  foon 
(hall  be  in  my  human  nature,  there  ye  maylikcwifc  be 
in  a  ftate  of  perfect  freedom,  honour,  and  delight. 

4  And  whither  4  And,  by  what  l  have  now,  and  formerly  Cud  to 
I « ye  know,  and  you,  ye  have  been  told,  and  may  know,  l>oth  the  place 
t  wajrpe  w.  tQ  wjjJCj1  j  am  goiug  and  the  way,  in  which  ye  here¬ 
after  are  to  follow  me  thither. 

'  s  Thom :15ft it h  5  Tbemast  who  was  apt  to  be  of  a  doubtful  and  un- 

unto  hhn.  Lord,  believing  heart,  [chap.  xx.  25,  27.}  and  could  not  get 
rknVLuM^:  r*<i  bis  notions  about  temporal  dominion,  replied, 
enci  how  nT  we  ’  Lord,  notwith  (landing  all  that  thou  haft  laid,  we  are 
iw*  the  way  ?  ft  ill  at  a  lofs  about  the  place  to  which  thou  art  going  \ 
how. is  it  poJTible  then,  that  we  Ihould  know  the  way  of 
following  thee  thither  ? 

unm^him  l*am  6  Jefus  anfwered  him,  I,  myfetf,  am  the  *  only  true 
the  way,  *'e  and  living  medium  of  imcrcourfc  between  heaven  and 
truth,  earth, 

NOTE. 

*  Some  ftippofe  that  Chrlft  heie  ufrih  tfu;  *cip  atJ  Svinx  he  for  nnfiirtiu  ■; 

Hev&at&i,  to  denote  that  he  if  the  true  /«■  tkr&it b  the  vd f/,  tt^t  jj  to  /j/,  p+r  . 
and  Ur ‘mg  V*Y*  accord i»£ to  w\i at  the  aj*i-  (H&  x-  *o.)  i  hvt*  accordingly  g:\r.i 
ftte  fpcaks  of  bdicvcfi,  taw**  hoidtte/i  to  tbU  fenfe  a  place  in  the 
toJ  'me  ibe  bsCttfi,  ty  the  btoi  of  Jcfvjt  ty  4 


Ch.  xin 
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(rmh,  am 1  the 
life;  '  no  nun 
comdh  unto  tbe 
Failicr  bat  by 
me. 


?IfycW  klkowa 
mr,ytfbQuMbave 
known  my  Father 
«lfo  i  and  from 
tieDceforth  ye 
know  him,  and 
Jure  iota  him. 


8  Philip  filth 
unto  him.  Lord, 
Jhew  tu  the  Pi- 
(her*  and  ii  £uEG* 
©edi  uu 


9  Jcfnc  faith 
onto  him.  Hive 
1  been  fo  long 
time  with  yoo, 
and  yei  haft  thou 
iHU  known  me. 
Philip?  he  that 
hath  fees  me  bach 
fren  the  Father  ; 
and  how  fayelt 
tl iMilk,  ftiew  u* 
the  Father? 


earth*  and  of  your  finding  acceptance  with  Cod,  and 
receiving  grace  to  advance  you  to  eternal  bleflcdnefe  j  I 
am  the  Wa.yt  as  by  my  own  blood  1  ant  catring  into  the 
holy  place,  and  fnall  thereby  open  a  way  for  you  to  fol¬ 
low  me ;  I  am  the  Trutbt  as  all  the  legal  types  and  (ha* 
dows  are  fulfilled  in  me,  and  as  I,  the  Amen,  the  faith¬ 
ful  and  true  Witnefs,  teach  you  the  fure  way  to  heaven 
and  glory:  And  I  am  the  Life*  as  1  have  life  in  myfelf, 
and  am  the  author  of  fpi  ritual  and  eternal  life,  to  "all 
that  believe  in  me ;  So  that  no  man,  in  his  fallen  Hate, 
can  make  any  acceptable  approach  in  worfhip  to  the 
Father,  or  have  any  comfortable  communion  with  him, 
by  faith,  and  love  here,  or  have  a  perfonal  entrance  in¬ 
to  his  immediate  and  blciTcd  prefence  hereafter,  in  any 
other  way  than  by  me. 

7  And  as  for  the  Father,  to  whom  I  tell  you  I  am 
going,  had  ye  clearly  uodcrftood  what  I  am  in  my  di¬ 
vine,  as  well  as  human  nature,  ye  mult  have  known 
who  and  what  my  Father  is,  be  and  1  being  in  nature 
and  efTcntial  properties  one,  {chap.  x.  30.) :  And  from 
this  time  forward  ye  begin,  and  fhall  go  on  to  know 
more  oT  him,  and  indeed,  ye  have  already  feen  more 
of  him  in  me,  and  in  the  manifeftations  that  I  have 
made  of  the  divine  power  and  goodnefs,  than  ye  are  a- 
warc  of, 

9  Hereupon  Philips  another  of  the  a po files,  whole 
faith  had  a  great  mixture  of  unbelief,  {chap.  vi.  7.)  laid 
to  him,  Lord,  if  thou  wilt  but  pleafc  to  give  us  fome 
viable  reprefentation  of  the  Father,  as  God  ufed  fome- 
times  eo  give  of  himfelf,  in  extraordinary  viQons  to  the 
antient  prophets,  this  will  entirely  fatisfy  all  our  doubts, 
and  filence  all  our  fears. 

9  Jefns  replied,  in  a  way  of  gentle  rebuke,  Have  I 
been  upwards  of  three  years  daily  and  familiarly  con¬ 
verting  with  you  all  i  And  what,  Philip t  art  thou,  who 
waft  one  of  my  firft  difciples,  {chap,  i,  43, 44.)  ftili  ig¬ 
norant  of  my  original  nature?  I  tell  thee,  that  whoever 
is  duly  acquainted  with  me,  has  feen  fuch  divine  per¬ 
fections  manifefting  themfelves  in  my  perfon,  mini  dry 
and  miraeles,  that  be  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  Father  % 
but  has  feen  fucb  lively  difplays  of  his  nature  and  ex¬ 
cellencies  in  me,  who  am  the  exprefs  linage  of  bis  per- 
fon,  as  exceed  all  former  fifth! e  reprefentations,  which 
in  their  main  defign,  were  only  lo  many  types  and  (ha~ 
dows  of  what  now  appears  in  me :  How  ftrange  is  ic 
then,  that,  after  fo  long  acquaintance  with  me,  thou 
fhouldft  deli  re  me  to  (hew  you  the  Father,  in  order  to 
your  falUfadion  and  comfort? 

'  f  *  « 


V01..II. 


to  Wbaf 
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loBelbrcftthon 
not  that  1  am  in 
the  Father,  and 
the  Father  in  me? 
the  words  tb«  I 
/peak  unto  yooT  I 
foeak  not  of  my- 
frir  ;  but  the  Fa¬ 


ther*  that  dwell- 
nhi»  me,  he  dath 
ibeuorkf. 


rl  Believe  me 
that  1  am  in  the 
Father,  and  the 
Father  in  me;  or 
die  believe  me  for 
die  very  works 
juke* 


ri  Verily  veri¬ 
ly  1  iky  unto  ynu, 
He  that  believcih 
on  me  1  lie  works 
Chat,  I  do  frail  be 
do 


7%e  BvangtSjt  John  faraphraftd*  Ch#  xit* 

10  What  I  Doft  thou  not  yet  believe,  that  I  and  my 
Father  are  fo  eflentially  united,  as  to  be  infeparaHe, 
though  dilUnft  perfons  from  each  other*  and  that  we 
have  fiich  intimate  corn muntou  in  Godhead,  as  imports 
a  real  and  mutual,  though  incomprehenfiUe  inbeing  ? 
Then,  turning  his  difeourfe  from  Pbi&p  to  all  thedit 
ciples,  he,  to  help  the  infirmity  of  their  faith,  faid.  This, 
as  well  a3  e?ery  other  doftrine  that  1  deliver  to  you,  I 
fpeak  not  merely  of  myfelf,  as  if  it  were  a  private  fen- 
t  intent  of  my  own*  apart  from  the  Father ;  hut  he  ▼ho, 
I  fay,  infeparably  abides  in  me,  exerts  the  fame  divine 
power  with  me  in  performing  the  miraculous  works 
which  I  have  wrought  to  confirm  it. 

1 1  Believe  me  then,  upon  mine  own  divine  ambori* 
tyf  who  am  the  Truth,  (wr.  6.)  that  my  Father  and  I 
have  an  effential  and  iofeparabte  being  one  in  the  other, 
as  I  have  faid :  But  /**)  if  ye  do  not  believe  me  mere¬ 
ly  upon  the  credit  of  my  own  word,  let  the  very  works  % 
which  I  perform  in  a  divine  Godlike  manner,  fatisfy 
you,  that  I  exert  no  lefs  power,  than  that  of  God  the 
Father  himfelf,  in  bringing  them  to  pafs* 

n  Then  returning  to  his  defign  of  comforting  them, 
( ver *  i.)  he  faid  with  great  folcmnity,  I  faithfully  af- 
fun*  you,  that  he  who  truly  believes  in  me,  according 
to  the  declaration  I  have  made  of  rayfelF,  {hall  be  high* 
ly  favoured  in  this  world,  as  well  as  for  ever  bleficd 
with  me  in  the  next;  For  he  ftzll  be  enabled  to  do, 
not  only  the  fame  fort  of  worksj  in  healing  the  tick, 
calling  out  devils,  reftoring  fight  to  the  blind,  and  rai¬ 
ling  the  dead,  as  I  now  perform,  f  during  my  abode 

on 


NOTES- 

mm  man,  bees  trie  they  aAcd  not  by  their 


*  Jt  bents  to  idr,  that  ChrUF*  refer ringan 
hii  work*  here*  as  often  clk*hert,  rcfpc&s 
not  merely  his  miracles  thtmfehrs,  bat  his 
frytre'igtt  Godlike  wjy  of  Dafotminj  them 
by  bis  own  divine  power,  wtidi  vvt&tbe  fame 
in  him  as  in  the  Father  t  Other  wife  ihoie 
lAurki  themlrhci  were  no  proof  of  bis  being 
in  the  Father*  and  the  Putter  in  him,  or  of 
the  Far  her’*  dwelling  h  him*  io  any  higher 
Jenfe  ibao  the  fame  rnjjtt  be  affirmed  of  the 
apufHcs,  who,  he  fays  in  the  next  yerfe,  (Wild 
do  the  fame,  and  gr cater  works  than  rhefr ; 
Much  Iris  could  it  br’ihtd,  that  he  who  had 
feeTL  him  had  tffr  fern  the  Father*  wilcfs  he 
had  been  partaker  of  the  fame  nature  with 
the  Father*  and  had,  io  his  aOrng  tike  a  di¬ 
vine  perfcn,  e*crtud  the  very  Cune  power  as 
refides  in  the  Father  hixnfclf,  and  that  in  foch 
na  ahfbimt  way  as  the  Father  himfelf  would 
have  done  it*  had  lie  appeared  pcrfonaUy  and 
viiihLy  among  men ;  Fnr  muhinj  like  thif 
vu  ever  frid  of  ibe  apoilto,  or  any  other 


o»n,  but  by  Qrid  i  power 

f  Ifene  our  Lord  accurately  {peaks  of  the 
works,  whtcb.be  then  wrought,  frying,  iu  the 
prelent  tcufe,  (*  r>»  cw«)  viwi  i  i  ;  For 
be  was  likewife  the  author  of  thufe  prater 
workup  that  the  apofllct  were  afterward*  to 
do,  beoufe  lie  went  to  the  Father  to  ewrdlc 
all  power  at  bis  right  hand  r  And  thefe  great¬ 
er  works  might  partly  rripeft  one  apoftk*S 
working  miracln,  merely  by  his  fir 
and  another  by  <firritd  from  bis 

jodr,  (A£ta  ▼.  if-  and  iu.  u,  but  priori* 
pally  their  (peaking  all  forts  of  hogujgcs 
for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  all 
natioQf,  and  the  wonderful  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghofl,  that  attended  their  nr  mira¬ 
tions,  for  the  tionverfion  of  three  thoufund 
at  once,  and  afterwards  of  innumerable  rrd- 
liiudes  of  Jtvts  and  for  many  fee- 

ending  years  toother*  beyond  all  that  was 
ever  dent  by  CfurfTs  perfcnal  miaillij. 


Ob  lift  73*  Sv0igtliJI  )omi  fwrafirafirf.  435 


■foaifos  and  gnat-  cneafth ;  bat  he  (hall  be  an  mftrnment  in  my  band,  of 
CTffgfg  doing  ftill  greater  works  than  thefe,  with  longer  con- 
caufeigponiowy  tinuance,  andwider  extent,  among  Gtntikt  as  well 
father.  as  Jmnt  and  with  more  remarkably  happy  effects,  to 

the  convcifion  of  vaft  multitudes  of  both,  through  all 
nations  of  the  world  }  becaufe  I  go  to  be  enthroned  in 
glory,  and  to  exercife  all  power  at  the.  Father's  right 
hand. 

foewrye?hdl»Si  *3  whatfoever  ye  (ball  afle,  upon  the  foot  of  my 
In  my  Dnoe,jh»  warrant  and  promile,  with  bumble  dependence  on  my 
uiil  1  do,  that  the  wtfdom  and  power,  fakhfuldcts  and  grace,  and  on  my 
Lhirififd”y  the  m€r*r  and  advocacy,  that  ye  may  honour  me  ;  I  will 
Son.  certainly  perform  it  in  anfwer  to  your  prayers,  that  the 

Father  himfelf  may  thereby  manireft  bis  glorious  per* 
fe&ions,  in  my  gracious  and  almighty  operations,  and 
through  my  obedience  and  fufFerings,  who  am  his  own 
Son* 

14  if  jt 1  fliait  14  Whatsoever  ye,  I  fay,  making  mention  of  my 

uoefT  wiU  name>  fhafl  in  this  .manner  pray  for,  that  may  be  for 
d/it.  ’  the  glory  of  God  and  your  good,  and  particularly  for 
your  af&ftance  and  acceptance,  fupport,  encouragement: 
and  fuccefs  in  your  work;  I  will  not  only  take  care  that 
it  be  done,  but  1  myfelf  will  certainty  do  it,  as  work¬ 
ing  together  .with  my  Father  therein. 
ij  if  ye  low  1  j  Since  therefore  ihefe  will  be  fome  of  the  princi* 

mwdiwntfc*0111*”  pri  fruiis  of  my  departure.  If  ye  indeed  love  me,  give 
proof  of  it,  not  by  being  troubled  at  the  thoughts  of 
loGng  my  company,  and  font  fecular  expectations 
from  me,  which  felF-love  will  prompt  you  to,  but  ia 
having  a  confcientious  refpe&  to  all  my  command* 


it  And  I  will 
pray  the  father, 
and  he  fall  gin 
yoa another  Com¬ 
forter  ,  that  he 
may  abide  with 
yoo  for  ever; 


ments, 

16  And,  for  your  encouragement  hcrcioy  I,  as  your 
High*prteftand  Advocate,  will  intercede  effeGoally  with 
my  Father  for  you}  and  he  will  join  with  me,  {chap* 
xv.  26*)  in  (ending  yon  *  another  counfeUor,  advocate, 
and  Comforter,  tofuppiy  the  want  of  my  corporal  pre* 
fence,  in  inftrufting,  afliftiag,  and  exciting  you  to  e~ 
very  duty*  in  pleading  your  caufe  againft  your  adverfe- 


•  The  Spirit  ii  here  evidently  ipohen  of  h  moll  commonly  tiled  to  iignify  in  advd* 
is  a  diftinft  perfoo  from  Chrift ;  tic  ms  one  cate  that  piculs  another**  caufe :  Bat  u  alt 
Pdreftot,  and  the  Spirit,  who  after  hit  do*  that  the  Spirit  doe*  of  rhi*  kind,  U  in  a  com* 
puturt  Humid  come  from  the  father,  w*s  fmtable  manner  for  the  alGftanoe  and  relief 
another,  (*xx&)  another  per  fan,  though  of  his  fervants  and  people,  he  may  be  pro* 
not  (aJUu)  another,  bang,  nor  (a?ipfe-)  a  ptrly  enough  Riled  the  C&ttfiritr,  with  it* 
different  fort  Of  Comforter ;  '  the  Gan  and  gwd  to  his  work  therein,  as  welt  as  wifi i  r<s 
Spirit  bang  ootf  In  d&ncc  with  ihe  Fuber ;  gard  to  the  divine  ttmloUtiont  that  he  afiordp 
and  the  Spirit  being  the  fame  ibet  of  divine  believers*  under  all  their  troubles,  by  fhed- 
Comforter  as  Chrift  himtidf  had  heat  to  dirg  abroad  Cod**  love  in  their  heart  s9  and 
hisdtfcipta.  The  verb  mfguMa  lignite  vitncfllng  with  their  fpirits,  that  they  «~c 
to  exoit,  comfoi tt  iDtrcat,  sod  plead  j  and  the  children  of  God,  and  heirs  of  glory, 
the  word  derived  from  thence, 

£  c  a 
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T7  EWi »  the 
Spirit  of  truth, 
whom  flic  world 
arm oc  rective  , 
bcuuft  it  (ettb 
him  Mi  neither 
knowc'hMm!  bttt 

Jeknov him;  tor 
edwdfcth  «iih 
yo ot  *od  Anil  be 
m  yotL, 


rtes,  and  in  comforting  yon  under  all  your  tribulations, 
that  he  may  continue  with  you,  nor,  as  I  hare  done,  for 
a  little  while  only, ‘but  thro'  every  period,,  and  in  every 
torn  and  difficulty  of  life,  till  he  (hall  conduit  you  fafe, 
thro*  death  itfelf,  to  an  eternal  abode  with  me  in  glory. 

17  The  Divine  agent  1  mean  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  who, 
being  of  the  lame  nature  with  the  Father  and  me,  is 
like  wife  Truth  itfelf,  may  be  depended  upon  for  his 
faitbfulneCs,  and  is  the  author  and  teacher  of  aU  truth : 
The  carnal  men  of  this  world,  remaining  foch,  cannot 
indeed  entertain  or  embrace  him,  becaufe  they  have 
no  true  knowledge  of  him,  nor  are  well-affected  toward 
him ;  But  ye,  who  are  enlightened,  and  renewed  by 
his  operation  upon  your  hearts,  are  already  in  fome 
meafure  experimentally  acquainted- with  him  :  For  he 
at  prefent  dwells,  and  works,  and  manifefts  himfelf  in 
you,  as  his  living  temples,  by  his  gracious,  as  well  as 
miraculous  influence,  and  in  a  little  time  he  will  work 
and  manifeft  himfelf  in  you,  with  increafing  light,  and 
power,  and  confolarion. 

18  Thus,  though  I  am  going  from  you  by  death,  f 
will  not  leave  you  deftitute  and  expofed,  friendlefs,  and 
forlorn,  as  if  ye  were  fatherlefe  children  (<¥**”?);  I 
will  foon  take  opportunities  of  vi firing  you  again  in 
perfon,  and,  after  lam  gone  to  the  Father,  will  return 
by  my  Spirir,  to  your  great  relief  and  exceed iug  joy* 

19  It  is  hut  a  very  little  while  before  the  men  of  this 
world,  who  rejetted,  defpifed,  and  abufed  me,  (hall  no 
more  fee  me  on  earth,  as  they  have  for  years  pad:  But 
I  will  appear  in  perfon  again  to  you,  my  beloved  dif- 
ciples,  that  ye  may  fee  me  alive  after  my  paffion  j  and 
beeaufe  I  am  the  living  one  in  my  divine  nature,  and 
(hall  rife  to  a  glorious  and  immortal  fife  in  my  human  na¬ 
ture,  and  (hall  always  live  m  heaven,  as  the  head  of  the 
body  ;  ye,  my  members,  fhall  likewife  live  fpiritually, 
in  conformity  to  me,  and  by  virtue  derived  from  me 
here,  and  eternally  with  me  hereafter;  in  a  (late  of  juf* 
till  cation,  .fan&jfication,  and  confolarion  in  this  world, 
and  of  glorification  in  the  next. 

ao  Then,  *  when  I  am  rifen  as  your  bead  and  .re¬ 
presentative,  and  as  a  triumphant  conqueror  over  fin  and 
Satan,  death  and  hell,  and  over  all  your  and  mine  e- 
,  nemies,  ye  (halt  begin  more  elearly  to  apprehend  and, 
by  the  fubfequem  effufion  of  my  Spirir,  (hall  understand 

with 

NOTE. 

•  That  Bay  may  relate  to  Ac  day  alien  he  of  6«1  with  power ;  or  to  the  day,  when 
flvould  ippnr  to  them  after  his  rrlomfliofi,  he  would  lead  his  Spirit  to  them  ;  or  to  the 
bf  which  he  would  be  declared  to  be  the  Son  day  what  they  Jboutd  Ere  with  him  la  h**vee . 


ti  1  not 

leave  you  cum- 
tortkfi  l  I  will 
pudc  to  you, . 


19  Yet  a  lirtfe 
while ,  and  the 
world  Teeth  roc  no 
mure  ;  bat  ye  fee 
ftc:  b«nuft  I  live* 
ycJhull  live  alia. 


xo  At  that  day 

yc 
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Ttflnlifcoo*th*t  w3tb  ftill  plainer  evidence  ;  and,  at  your  coming  to  live 
and ”011* in  me)  vr*^1  me  *n  8*®ry»  Aall  know  beft  of  all,  that  1  have 
<Bd  I  in  ym.  '  the  eflential  union  with  my  Father  which  1  have  been 
f peaking  of,  (twr.  9,  io,  1 1.)  and  that  ye  have  a  my  ft  i  cal 
and  vital  union  with  me  by  my  Spirit,  which,  as  1  hid, 
(vcr.  17*)  dwells  in  you,  and  Quill  be  in  you,  to  fecurc 
your  living  by  and  with  me. 

it  He  that  bath .  Every  true  believer  who,  by  virtue  of  this  union 

mj  outmaad-  with  me,  not  only  hears,  but  heartily  receives  my  com* 
"htheroTbe it^t  n,an<*m«HS»  and  faithfully  obferves  them,  is  one  that 
that  tartth  me :  fiacerely  loves,  and  Otews  his  love  to  me  :  And  he, 
.adbe.hu  breth  in  this  manner  loves  me,  fhall  be  accepted,  ap- 
ofmy  Fatfef.ami  Proved  °U  and  delighted  in,  by  my  Father  for  my  fake  i 
I  will  love  him,  and  1,  whofe  heart  is  the  fame  with  my  Father’s,  will 
»nd  will  Qianjfcft  like  wife  approve  of  him,  and  delight  in  him,  and  will 
my  c  to  m.  make  rich  difeoveries  of  myfelf,  and  of  my  fptcial  love 
and  favour  to  him. 


i»  Jndu  fntb  32  Hereupon  JutLu,  not  he  who  was  called  Ifcariot, 
umo  him,  (not  if-  and  was  gone  out  of  the  company  before  this,  (chap, 
fe^SkdMbL  xiii*  31-)  but  another  apoftle  of  that  name,  who  was 
viit  imnifcirnij-  Ae  hrotber  of  Jamet^  (Lute  vi.‘i<S.)  cried  out  with  a- 
&u  who  oty  mi  mazement,  faying  *,  Lord,  how*  aftonifhiDg,  condc-v 
HM^  unto  the  £cend:ng  and  endearing  is  this,  and  how  contrary  to 
our  deferts,  that  thou  (houJdft  thus  gracioufly  make 
tbyfelf  known,  and  fhew  thy  peculiar  favour  to  us,  and 
not  to  the  generality  of  the  world  J  {*<  y»yw)  What 
wonderful  kiodoefs  u  this  to  us,  rather  than  to  them  ! 
i]  Jefiw  an-  Jefus,  in  reply,  faid  to  him.  If  any  one  fincerely 

Iwohim“fa^  5oveB  me»  Ais,  asl  told  you,  {ver.  ai.)  will  engage 
love  m*  he  will  him  to  receive  my  doArine,  and  keep  my  commands: 
fcttp  my  mult ;  And  fuch  an  one  is  a  proper  fuhjeft  for,  and  fliall  be 
^UJoY^Thim^a&d  wirh  peculiar  +  mani  fellatio  ns,  not  only  of 

wtwillcomc  wto  mine,  but  like  wife  of  my  Father's  love  ;  and  we  will 
hi «,  «d  mike  ojuhipty  tokens  of  our  fpccial  prefence  with  him,  by  our 
our^hedc  +nh  WOf(^  ordinances,  and  Spirit,  and  continue  to  hold  free 
and  intimate  communion  with  him,  as  in  the  fpiritual 
houfe  and  temple,  which  we  take  pleafure  to  dwell  in* 
that  la*  24  On  the  ocher  hand,  he,  who  does  not  heani  ly  love 
tt^noriDykfty-  me>  has  00  contentious  regard  to  my  dottrincs  or 
ingi:  H  O  T  R  S.  com- 


*  Some  think  Jhdw,  acmdhig  to 
his  notions  of  the  temporal  dominion  and 
glory  of  the  Mriliah,  fpokc  of  Ckritl't  per* 
Jonaliy  appearing  only  to  the  apoftlcf*  under 
the  power  of  ignorance,  prejudice,  and  con* 
ten*  b±  the  dHappmniment  they  were  thereby 
like  to  meet  with  in  their  exptfUtiohF  of  ft* 
color  hnttoor  and  advantages  from  liim :  liut 
as  nothing  like  this  appears  in  hts  word*,  nr 
ip  Chrtfts  anfttf,  I  take  them  10  be  the 
language  of  holy  admiration,  tcrorfe"  \o 
the  fefifc  given  ic  the 


Jjadaf$  quell  ion  war  not.  Lord,  how  is 
ua  lltou  u-ilt  hue  u  t  bin  cIku  thou  wilt 
tnotiiftfl  thfilf  u>  ur,  ami  not  w  the  uorld  * 
Accordingly  Clirlft’s  aidwtr  is  ro  l>c  under* 
Hood,  i'hiIktf  of  the  tokens  and  dllbrLries 
of  his  own  ana  hh  Father’s  love,  thin  of 
the  love  Uftlf.  But  which  ever  way  w c  take 
it,  what  lie  ftys  Jim,  and  in  the  foHowhj* 
chapter,  on  the  like  fubjett,  is  ro  he  emit* 
tiered  as  dnr^nillc  of  tfie  objeA#  of  his 
and  the  Father's  bvo,  iui  ikh  as  the  caue 
ui  tiicii  loving  t!*uu* 


*3* 
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ings :  *ik{  the 
wonl  which  you 
hear  is  not  mine, 
hit  the  Father's 
Which  lent  me. 


•  sj  Theft  things 
have  t  fpnkcti  un¬ 
to  you,  king  yet 
preienc  with  you. 


ad  But  the 
Comforter,  vhici 
tsthcHoly  Ghoft, 
whom  the  Father 
will  'fend  in  my 
Same ,  he  (hall 
teach  you  all 
things,  and  bring 
til  things  to  year 

nmemhrjore  , 

vhatfonct  I  hm 
Aid  tiBW)  you. 


commands,  and  fo  is  unfit  for,  and '(huts  bimfelf  out 
from  theft  fpecial  privileges :  And  as  the  doArine 
which  1  preach  is  not  merely  mine,  but  is  likewifo  the 
word  and  command  of  my  Father  himfclf,  who  lent 
me  to  difeharge  the  Meffiah’s  office,  neither  be  dot  I 
will  dwell  and  commune  with,  or  mamfefl  ourfelvea  to 
him  that  difrelifhes  and  rejeds  it. 

35  Thefe  things  have  I  delivered  for  your  prefent 
comfort  aod  encouragement,  according  to  your  capaci¬ 
ties  of  receiving  Ehetn,  and  as  the  little  time  would 
admit,  which  remains  for  my  being  perfoually  prefont 
with  you. 

36  But  after  my  departure,  when  the  Holy  Spirit  (hall 
come,  who  is  that  other  guide,- advocate,  and  Comforter, 
whom  I  mentioned,  (ver.  16.  fee  the  note  there)  and 
whom  the  Father  will  certainly  fend,  according  to  my 
merit  and  interceffion,in  my  room,  and  as  my  agent,  to 
promote  my  honour,  and  carry  on  my  work;  He  Hull 
lead  you  into  a  more  dear  and  extenfive  knowledge  of 
all  truths,  that  are  needful  for  yourfclvea  to  know,  or  for 
you  to  preach  to  others  1  and  he  fhall  revive  the  remem¬ 
brance'  of  all  the  particulars  which  ye  have  heard  from 
me,  that  ye  may  folly  apprehend  and  underftand  them, 
and  know  how  to  make  a.  proper  and  feafonable  ufe  of 
them. 


ay  Pen*  I  lea vd 
Vfitii  you ,  my 
peace  I  give  unto 
yon  1  noi  at  the 
world  givtthgghc 
I  unto  you  Let 
pOTyumr  h&TJ  be 
itnvLIad,  neither 
'let  it  bt  rfrakL 


ifl Ychm  beard 
how  f  faid  onto 
yon,  i  go  away, 


27  In  the  mean  time  t*  I,  like  an  affectionate  and 
dying  friend,  take  my  farewell  of  you j  and  profpcrrty  of 
the  nohleft  kind,  even  peace  with  God,  with  one  another, 
and  in  your  own  finds,  is  the  bleffing  that  1  leave  to 
you  ;  my  peace,  which  is  fuch  as  I  tnyfelf  enjoy,  and 
"which  I  am  the  purchafer  and  author  of,  I  freely  give 
to  yoa  :  I  fay  this,  not  in  a  way  of  formal  compliment, 
like  the  men  of  this  world,  who,  at  parting,  only  wifli 
their  friends  happioefs  add  peace  ;  hut  I  heartily  and 
effe&ualy  leave  the  blefling  itfelf  behind  me:  Nor  is 
vhat  1  bequeath  and  beftow  of  fuch  little  value,  and 
uncertain  tenure,  as  the  heft  legacies  are  that  they  can 
leave  ;  hut  it  is  fuch  a  fort  of  peace  as  paflfes  all  under- 
fianding,  and  ae  nothing  in  this  world  can  either  give, 
or  take  away  from  you*  Therefore,  as  I  laid  before, 
(ver.  i.)  let  not  yoor  hearts  be  djfcompofed  with  grief 
and  terror,  at  the  thoughts  of  my  departure  from  you ; 
4ior  be  yc  afraid  of  any  difficulty  or  diftrefc,  that  may 
bfcfal  yon  after  I  am  gone  to  the  Father. 

28  I  have  already  faid  that  I  am  jdft  ready  to  leave 


and 


K  0 

t  Chrift’^  taking  thi*  haw  of  hudtftipJcs 
Ifc^y  H;hw  refer  to  the  eoAom  of  friend*  at 
optf  *  father  or  friend  at  iovinjJ 


JVU, 

T  Z. 

thi$  jvorld ;  vid  therefore  !  have,  kept  up 
both  thde  view*  id  the  Firnphraft. 
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and  come  atm 
unto  you-  If  yc 
loved  me yc  would 
rejoice,  becaub  1 
Aid,  IfDirotD  the 

Father :  Tor'  my 
Father  Is  greater 
tbu  I. 


19  And  now  I 
bave  iM  you  be¬ 
fore  It  cocne  to 
p aft,  that  when  it 
if  come  to  pats  ye 
might  believe; 

\o  Hereafter  I 
viflnot  talk  much 
with  you ;  for  the 
prince  of  thif 
world  comcth  , 
and  bath  nothing 
ia  me. 


31  But  that  the 
world  may  know 
that  I  love  the  Fa¬ 
ther  ; 


you*  but  that  it  is  with  a  defign  of  returning  to  receive 
you  to  my  Father’s  houfe  and  kingdom,  that  ye  may  be 
with  me  there,  (vrr.  3.)  If  then  your  love  to  me  were 
truly  fpiritua],  Tegular,  and  confiderate,  ye  would  be  To 
far  from  being  difturbed  and  grieved  at  my  departure, 
that  ye  would. rejoice  for  niy  fake  and  your  own;  be- 
Caufe  I  told  you  that  I  am  going  to  my  Father,  where  I, 
as  man  and  mediator,  fball  be  poflefled  of  tbe  utmoft 
bleffednefs,  and  of  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  to 
exercife  it  for  your  advantage:  For  in  the  oeconomy  of 
falvation,  in  which  I  aft  the  parT  of  the  Mefliah  as  my 
Father’s  fervant,  he  is  *  greater  than  I,  and  will  reward 
my  obedience  and  fafferings,  by  exalting  my  incarnate 
perfon  to  reign  with  him  in  glory. 

29  And  1  have  told  you  of  thefe  things  before-band, 
that  when  ye  fee  them  accomplifhed  by  my  death,  and 
afeenfion  to  heaven,  and  by  an  effufion  of  the  Spirit,  in 
conference  thereof,  ye  may  be  the  more  confirmed  in 
your  belief,  that  I  am  the  true  Mefliah,  both  able  and 
willingto  perform  all  my  promifes  to  you. 

30  The  time  wears  oil  10  fail,  that  I  fhall  have  Hide 
opportunity  of  faying  much  more  to  you  before  my 
death  :  For  Satan,  who  m  his  former  temptations  pre¬ 
tended  to  offer  me  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  as  if  be 
bad  the  difpofal  of  them,  (Luke  tv.  5, — 7.)  and  who 
works  powerfully  in  the  hearts  of  irs  princes  and  rulers, 
as  well  as  in  every'  child  of  difobedience,  is  juft  now 
making  his  iaft  effort,  by  flirting  up  his  evil  inftruments 
to  unite  ft  ra  tag  cm  and  force  for  murdering  me.  And 
after  all,  he  can  find  no  corruption  in  me  to  work 
upon  by  his  temptations,  or  to  give  him  power  over  me; 
nor  can  he  anfwer  his  own  ends  by  all  that  he  is  able  to 
do  againft  me,  who  by  dying  {hall  deflroyhis  kingdom, 
glorify  my  Father,  and  redeem  my  people ;  nor  can  he 
prevail  againft  me,  to  bring  aboutmy  death  irfelf,  with¬ 
out  my  own  free  content. 

31  But  to  make  it  evident  to  the  whole  world,  and 
particularly  to  my  difciples  in  it,  that  I  love  my  Father, ■ 

and 


NOTE. 

Mi  is  evident  that  «ir  Lord  does  not  here  fays,  (fiek.  xti.  ij.)  Ail  thinp  that  the 
tjiwi  of  hU  Father  u  greater  than  himfelf,  Father  hath  are  mine  ;  Bat  he  is  to  he  no- 
with  rripeA  to  hi,  divioe  nature  and  perfon,  derflood,  as  «f  himfelf  here  only 

(imply  OMifklned :  For  in  the  Deity  there  is  in  that  fenfc  in  which  he  was  guin#  tu  the 
neither  greater  nor  left;  and  lie  had  Lid  that  Father;  and  that  war  in  his  human  nature 
his  Father  and  he  were  one,  and  had  called  and  mediatorial  chorefler,  or  as  the  inc^i- 
hirafclf  the  Son  of  God  in  fueh  a  fttte,  as  twte  Mefliah ;  And  whillt  be  was  fpeakiag 
to  make  himlclfj  properly  God,  {chap.  a.  of  himlclf  in  this  charattw,  it  was  tcroi];;ii£ 
jo, — jj. ) ;  he  had  liketriic  in  this  dUcoiirfe  built  his  Father  and  iuoifolf,  and  was  (iiitahle 
(rer.  p,  10,)  a  flirted,  that  his  Father  and  ho  to  hi*  lh(o  pnefent  flute  <*r  humilLiii.-a,  awl 
wckom  ina  it  other,  infucha  manner,  that  his  care  to  honour  his  Faihti,  that  k  bitilj 
he  who  line  the  &w»,  fur  the  Father  *lfo ;  Ay,  My  Father  is  greater  [bait  I, 
add  in  a  following  part  <>/  his  dijcoiirfe  he 
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ther :  wd  v  At  and  that  as  I,  in  the  quality  of  his  fervant,  have  recel- 
fath«r  save  me  vej  a  c0n)Tnan<i  from  him  to  lay  down  my  life  for  the 
JZErtTii  (beep,  (**«>.  *.  IS.  ■«•)>  I  *m  beartilr  willing  t» 
me ,  lei  u  go  teftify  no  y*  love  by  my  obedience*  Come,  let  us  rife  up 
*****  from  table,  and  go  away  from  henefc  to  the  garden 

where  mine  enemies  arc  coming  to  apprehend  me.  (chap* 
Xviii-  v ,  &c.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Whit  S  (aft  and  fuitabie  obje &  of  faith,  is  Chrift,  who  neither  wilt  no^ 
C&ft  deceive  ns !  All  divine  perfection*  fhine  in  him,  as  the  4km  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther*®  own  Ukeiicft  j  and  there  is  no  knowing  God,  or  believing  So  bun  to  fa- 
ving  advantage,  nor  any  coming  with  acceptance  and  comfort  to  him,  or 
getting  to  heaven,  but  by  this  great  Mediator.  How  equally  ia  he  po fluf¬ 
fed  oF  deity  with  the  Father;  and  yet  how  amazingly  did  he  condeteend  to 
take  upon  him  the  faring  office  in  our  nature,  with  regard  to  which  hb  Fa¬ 
ther  b  greater  than  he  i  And  how  freely  in  the  difctarge  of  this  office,  and 
in  the  greatneCs  of  hb  love,  did  he  obey  his  Father's  vnB,  in  yielding  him- 
fc If  ub  to  fufleringi  and  death,  while  no  powers  of  hell  and  earth  could 
have  brought  him  to  them  without  his  own  content  T  And  as  Satan  found 
nothing  in  him  to  work  upon ;  fo  how  fignaHy  were  his  defigns  defeated  by 
l be  death  of  Chrift,  who  rote  again  to  an  immortal  life,  and  went  to  be 
glorified  with  the  Father  i  And  what  a  confirmation  ts  it  to  our  faith  to 
fee  thefc  things  which  our  btefled  Lord  foretold,  fo  exactly  accompliflied 
according  to  his  word  1  He  has  licrw^optned  a  new  and  living  way  to  God 
and  glory ;  and  there  is  no  room  ter  his  difciplct  to  be  troubled  or  afraid, 
but  the  greateft  reafon  for  them  to  igoice,  fince  be,  who  was  dead,  is  alive 
again,  and  is  gone  in  their  nature  to  heaven,  to  provide  delightful  man¬ 
sions  for  them,  and  fecure  their  intendt  there;  And  becaufc  he  lives,  they 
thall  live  alfo  *  he  doth  rot  leave  them  comfortkft.  while  they  arc  in  this 
world,  but  gives  them  the  nobleft  and  fweeteft  peace  to  over-balance  alt  their 
furrows;  he  and  bis  Father  will  dwell  in,  and  commune  with  them  that  Jove 
him,  will  tend  his  Spirit  to  guide,  affift,  and  comfort  them  all  the  days  of 
their  lives,  and  will  aafwer  the  prayer?  that  they  pretent  with  faith  in  his 
name ;  and  he  will  come  again,  and  receive  them  into  bis  own  glorious 
pretence  at  death  and  judgment,  that  where  he  is*  there  they  may  be  with 
him  for  ever :  He  will  give  them  an  experimental  knowledge  of  their  vital 
Union  with  himtelf,  in  gradual  difcoverits  of  it  by  Im  Spirit  here,  till  at  length 
they  fhalT  clearly  underftand,  and  be  fully  fetisfied  about  it  in  heaven,  where 
they  Avail  tikewite  know  more  of  his  efiential  muon  with  the  Father,  than  they 
can  now  conceive.  O  what  matter  of  admiration  is  it,  that  he  Jhuuld  thus  ma- 
nifcft  himfelf  to  any  of  us,  and  not  onto  the  world !  But  as  ever  we  defire  fur-> 
thcr  difeoverics  and  indulgences  of  his  grace,  wc  fhould  affcftioaatriy  love 
him,  and  fhou  our  love,  by  faithfully  keeping  his  commands,  and  cheerfully 
following  him  whemcr  he  calls  us*  faying,  Artje*  let  us  go  hence , 


CHAP.  XV, 

A  ttfttttivaifan  of  Chrijl's  farewell  firmer^  in  vj&hh  he  /peaks  of  him - 
/el/  and  his  difcipUs  under  the  Jimilitude  of  a  vine  end  its  branches , 
i>~ 7*  Commands  them  to  abound  in  fruits  of  holinefty  and  parti* 
euf^rly  in  love  one  h  another^  by  virtue  of  their  union  with  him ,  S» 


Cb.  xv.  The  EvangeHjl  John  parapbraftd,  44r 


— 17.  And  ctmforti  them  againfi  the  hatred  and  perfeetitwiu  of 
the  v>orldt  18,-27. 

Text.  PARAPHRASE. 

J  Am  the  trn*  /\  UK  Lord  and  his  difciples  baring  role  from  able 
Fithcr  i»  tbcbu'f-  ^  *n  t*'e  gueft-chamber,  where  he  had  celebrated  his 
baodman.  laft  pa  (lover,  and  the  New  Teftament-fuppcr,  ( Matt h, 

xxvi.  26, — 30.};  he,  immediately  *  after  this,  {chap, 
xviii.  1.)  j  went  on  with  his  difeourfe,  explaining  more 
at  large  wbat  he  had  hinted,  {chap,  xtv.  20.)  about 
their  vital  union  with  himfelf,  faying,  In  my  peculiar 
relation  to  the  church,  I,  as  the  fountain  of  fpiritual  in¬ 
fluence,  and  the  great  medium  of  conveying  it  to  its 
members,  am,  by  way  of  eminence  and  excellence,  like 
the  root  and  (lock  of  a  generous  vine,  which  forms  and 
communicates  lap  for  the  production  and  life,  nourilh- 
menr  and  fruitfulnefs  of  its  branches;  And  my  h  eaten - 
ly  Father,  who  fent  me  for  this  porpofe  into  .the  world, 
and  takes  care  of  me  and  my  true  members,  is  like  an 
hulbandman,  who  plants,  and  has  a  peculiar  property 
in,  and  watchful  concern  about  his  vine  and  its  branches. 
1  F.vny  branch  2  As-  in  the  nobleft  vine  fome  of  its  branches  are  bar- 

not  fruit  he  taketh  rcn»  and  others  fruitful,  and  a  wife  manager  cuts  away 
iway :  and  emy  all  thofe  that  are  fupeifluous,  as  doing  more  barm  than 
alTfruit  he  ^r"  600^*  by  pruning  offrhe  fuckers,  affifts  the  growth 
gnh  it,  ituTu  and  improvement  of  the  fruitful  branches,  in  order  to 
may  bring  ibrih  their  bearing  fttil  more  fruit:  So  in  the  vifible  church 
awe  fruit.  there  are  fome  members,  which  are  externally  united 
to  me,  only  in  profeffion  and  appearance,  without 
bringing  forth  any  good  fruit  j  and  there  are  others, 
which  are  internally  and  vitally  united,  by  my  Spirit 
and  by  faith,  to  me,  and  by  virtue  thereof  bear  Ipiritu- 
al  ana  holy  fruit}  and  my  heavenly  Father,  in  his  righ¬ 
teous  judgment,  cuts  off  all  the  hypocritical  profeffors 
of  my  name,  as  unprofitable  and  injurious ;  and  be  in 
his-infinfife  wifdom  ufes  various  methods,  to  purge  a- 
way  the  fuperfluiry  of  nau  glut  nets,  which  (HH  remains 
in  true  believers  themfelves,  that  they  may  abound  yet 

more 


NOTE. 


*  By  comparing  this  with  the  placet  refer* 
fed  to  la  the  Paraphrate,  it  ^ppeart  that  the 
difeourfeand  pr ayer,  which  follow  in  this 
and  the  two  neat  chapters,  palled  between 
the  rime  of  ,  (Thrift's  laying’ in  the  gyeft* 
chamber,  tit  us  gti  and  the  time  of 

his  coming  to  the  brook  Cedra jt.  lc  5$  in¬ 
deed  uaciartain  whether  this  difeourfe  woe  in 
the  gndt^unbcr,  after  he  got  up  from  fop* 
pci,  ’hr  in  the  wav  tn  the  garden,  where  fie 
uws  betrayed  ;  But,  be  iliac  as  it  will,  hit  ha* 
ling  jrtil  before  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the 
vine  with  the  difriples,  in  the  New  Tcih* 
nicat'OrdifiMccitf  hit  fepper,  (Mxtfi.  xxvi 


ao*)  gave  a  proper  occaQoo  for  Ms  fpcaking 
of  nimfelf  under  the  emblem  of  i  vine :  Or 
if  he  delivered  thU  dlfrourfe  fomewhere  in 
the  way  to  the  garden,  it  probably  was  in 
one  of  the  vineyards,  which  that  country 
abounded  with,  or  at  Icaft  in  light  of  a  vine; 
and  Id  he  mi^ht  take  a  further  otxafion  from 
thence  to  ipeak  of  ItinWclf  under  the 
metaphor  of  a  vine,  and  of  tlx  true  viixr 
in  diftinAion  from  the  Obi  Tdlancnf* 
church,  which  was  often  reprefewed  uudiv 
that  figure.  Pftil *  Uxx.  B^r^,  tfo.  v,  — y, 
aud  *jjt  u,  11. 
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3  Hw  jt  m 
dbtt  Uiudq^  tb* 
voftlwlikfclbatc 
unto  yw. 


4  Abide  in  vc, 
ladlio foo.  A* 
the  fanodi  cumef 
bear  frail  of  hfdf, 
nccpi  it  abide  in 
thcTioe;  oomore 
ciq  yr,  except  ye 
abide  ia  me. 


dim  die  vine, 
ye  err  die  bm* 
dteci  belhaTflbt* 
deth  m  me,  and  I 
to  him,  the  bne 
fafinQcib  fetdi 
toidi  fruit i  tor 
wit  Kent  me  ye  cm 
do  Doibipf* 


d  )f  i  nun  a*. 
Inde  not  in  me,  be 
if  call  forth  u  a 
bnnd it*nd  ie  wi¬ 
thered  £  and  men 
gather  them,  end 
caft  then  into  the 
fee,  and  they  am 
horned 


more  and  more  in  fruits  of  holinefs  and  that  their  end 
may  be  everlaftine  life.  '(Asm.  vi.  n.) 

3  Now,  f  Judas  being  gone,  all  of  you,  my  dif- 
ciples,  are  of  this  fort  of  fruitful  branches,  and  living 
members  in  me,  ye  being,  already  partakers  of  my  Spi¬ 
rit,  and  yoor  hearts  being  purified  by  faith,  and  by 
means  of  my  word,  which  works  cffefhially  in  you. 

4  Go  on  then  to  adhere  by  faith  and  love  to  me, 

(fvr.  p.  1  and  I  will  be  as  a  root  and  fource  of  perpetual 
fopply  by  my  Spirit  to  you.  But  as  no  branch,  how 
Uvdy  foever  it  be,  can  continue  to  bear  fruit,  or  bring 
it  to  perfe&ioo  by  any  vigour  in  itfelf,  unlds  it  -have 
an'  abiding  union  with,  and  communication  from  the 
vine;  So  neither  can  ye,  •****v**je}  not  with  (landing 

your  prefent  attainments  in  grace,  continue  to  bring 
forth  fruit  to  God,  any  otherwise  than  by  a  continuance 
of  your  union'  and  communion  with  me. 

5  To  imprefs  a  fenfe  of  tins  important  truth  the  more 

deeply  Qpon  you,  I  repeat  wbat  I  laid,  (i >er.  I.)  that  I 
am  in  a  fpiiitual  and  peculiar  fenfe  the  vine,  of  which 
ye,  as  my  members,  are  the  branches,  that  derive  all 
fptritua]  life,  recruits,  and  noorifhment  from  me  :  Ac¬ 
cording  to  my  meaning  by  this  metaphor,  be,  and  he 
only,  who  cleaves  by  faith  and  love  to  me,  and  has  my 
Spirit  dwelling  in  him,  {chap.  xtv.  17.)  produces  and 
abounds  in  fpiritual  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  to 
bis  own  and  others  advantage.  For  feparate, 

or  apart  from  me,  and  without  my  continual  influence, 
even  ye,  my  difdples,  can  do  nothing  truly  good,  and 
acceptable  to  God,  any  more  than  a  branch  can  bud, 
and  bloflom,  and  bring  forth  fruit,  without  union  with, 
and  communication  of  fap  from  the  vine. 

6  If  anyone,  who  makes  an  external  profeffion,  and 
appearance  of  being  my  difeipie,  do  not  in  this  manner 
adhere  to  me,  he  is  no  betted  than  a  hypocrite,  who 
fhali  be  call  out  of  all  relation  to  me  and  my  church, 
and  whofe  gifts,  profeffion  and  fpecious  appearances 
fliall  wither  and  die;  and  all  luch  nominal  profeflbrs 
fhali  be  gathered  together  at  the  lad  day,  as  fit  fuel 
for  divine  wrath,  and  call  into  everlafting  burnings,  e- 
▼en  as  the  withered  branches  of  a  vine  are  cut  off  from 
it,  and  men  *  ufe  to  gather  them  into  a  bundle,  and 
throw  them  into  the  fire  to  be  utterly  confumed. 

7  If* 

NOTES. 


t  While  Jadas  with  them,  Chrift  fiiit, 
Tt  art  clean,  bet  act  all,  (rbap,  ziii.  io.J;  but 
fu>w  tb(y  wfr(  rid  of  company,  Chrift 
fold  thsm  abfofotdy,  without  exception,  Tt 
m  f'/wi  thrwfh  ibt  m rJ$  &c. 


*  According!  to  fome  expofuor*,  Mtas^ 
tbering  t mthtrtd  Anwta,  fignific*  hypnenti- 
Cil  formal  profeflbrs  bring  fdied  by  Satan 
and  bb  agenit  in  this  world*  chat  they  may 
tiring  tbcm  to  ddlruttjoia  io  the  next.  AH 

wearing 
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» M  ye  abide  in  7  If,  on  the  contrary,  ye  ftedfaftly  cleave  to  me,  and 

Idweli  ^  y“r  beans  by  faith,  and  by  means  of  my 
(hail  a«k  what  ye .  word,  as  »  principle  tint  guides  and  governs,  quickens 
will,  and  it  (hail  and  eftabKfhes  you whatibever  ye,  as  thus  abiding  ™ 
be  done  umo  yon.  me  and  depending  on  me,  {hall  afk  according  to  my 
will*  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  your  own  edification 
and  fruitfulnefa,  .ye  lhall  receive  it,  evpa  to  tbe  utmoft 
of  jour  defires  and  wants. 

s  Herein  i*  mjr  8  *  By  your  thus  abiding  in  me,  and  my  abiding  in 
ibJ«)£lo5h  y°u>  and  by  your  petitions  being  thus  granted,  theglo- 
tniit;  fo  lhall  yv  ry  of  .my  heavenly  Father’s  wifdom,  faithfuloefc,  and 
be  mj  difcipltt.  grace  ts  exalted,  («a)  to  tbe  end  that  ye  may  abound  in 
fruits  of  rigbteoufnefs,  whereby  he  may  be  (till  farther 
glotified ;  and  fo  {ball  ye  appear  with  evidence  to  ci¬ 
thers,  and  to  your  own  confidences,  and  I  will  efteem 
and  own  you  to  be  my  true  difdples,  that  have  vital  u- 
nion  with  me,  and  are  an  honour  to  me.  (*m«  ) 

9  Auke Father  p  For  as  I  myfeJf,  confidered  as  tbe  root  and  medium 

hwetlvndyon:  giaciotw  communications  to  you,  am  beloved  of 

mminueye  to  my  tny  Father }  fol  have  a  peculiar  love  for  you,  as  branches 
love.  united  to  me,  and  deriving  virtue  unto  all  fruitfulnefs 

from  me:  Let  it  therefore  be  your. great  concern  to 
cleave  a  if e&  innately,  and  ftedfaftly  to  me,  and  to  be 
Itill  further  approved  of,  and  delighted  in  by  me. 
t  if  t«  10  •^nd  ^ro,n  a  F“aple  of  love,  ye  cheerfully 
my 9  command?  «tend  to,  and  obey_my  commandments,  as  your  Lord 
mest$,  ye  Bnlt »-  and  Saviour,  ye  (hall  continue  to  be  approved  of  me, 
emMitaveT**  and  10  knew,  for  your  abundant  £ati$fa&ion,  that  I 
rayFithw*icom-  l°ve  you}  even  as  I,  in  my  human  nature  and  office* 
rosodmenu,  and  Capacity,  have  chearfully  obeyed  my  Father’s  command- 
abide  m  hit  love,  nieuts,  in  fulfilling  all  righteoufnefis,  and  am  continu¬ 
ally  approved  of  him,  and  know  that  he  loves  me.. 

,,  Theft  thing*  II  'fbefe  things  have  I  thus  freely  and  plainly  de- 

havd  fpokca  on-  clared  to  you,  that  I  may  rejoice  inyouas  fruitful  branches 
“  70U\!h*t  “T  in  we,  aid  ye  may  rejoice  in  your  union  with  me,  and 
in  you,  and  that  10  wy  abiding  love  to  you ;  and  that,  through  a  fupply 
yoorjoy  might  be  of  my  Spirit,  ye  may.  have  fuch  a  fullnefs  of  joy  to  fup- 
laiJ*  port  you  under  all  your  troubles,  as  (hall  abundantly 

-  make  up  your  lols  of  my  corporal  nrefence,  and  as  (hall 
iffiic  in  your  complete  and  everlalting  joy  with  me. 

12  Now 


NOTES. 

wordiog  to  others*  !t  figttific*  their  bring  whatChrift  bkdbetn  fxfiDgnncnnlng  him- 
gathered  oat  of  God's  biogdom,  and  Aft  in*  ftlf,  a$  the  vino*  and  believers  u  hrinchn  in 
to  hell,  by  tbe  holy  aoEeU*  a*  of  him  i  and  (jvj)  /£*/,  being  a  final  panicle, 

jufti#  at  tbe  tail  day  i  But*  as  even  txpref*  naturally  lead*  one’s  thoughts  to  the  lenfe  gi- 
tioo  in  a  parable  is  not  to  be  ftrakwd,  liyp*^  vco  in  the  Paraphrase :  Ent*  as  ell  our  fruit* 
trices  and  unbeliever*  being  oaft  Into  ever-  of  righteoiifncfs  are,  hj  Jetir*  Chrift,  to  tbe 
lifting  fire  to  be  perpetually  tormented  there*  puifiT and  glory  of  God*  I  have  ilkewi^c  f  nr- 
may  be  Efficient  to  aafwcr  the  defign  of  this  frrved  rite  thought  of  God'*  being  glorified 
pirt  of  the  parable*  by  them, 

*  H-Tria  (ijr  ryJo)  ferns  to  itftr  back  ro 
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u  This  b  toy 


fOll. 


i^Oratcrlovc 
hath  do  man  duo 
this  thu  >  man 


14  Tc  ace  my 
fiends,  if  ye  4o 
wbai&CTCrl  com* 
nusd  joa. 

15  Henodorth 


13  Nov  the  great  command)  which  includes  many 
Thai  «  bw«nc  ot*,ers»  aD<*  vhich  I  infill  on  your  obfcrring  as  a  proof 
toother,  as  i  hare  of  yonr  fiiicere  affeftion  and  difcipkfljip  y»  me>  is,  as  I 
have  laid)  {chap,  iui.  34.)  that  «  be  affe£lionate,  and 
ready  to  perform  all  offices  of  love  one  to  another  for 
my  fake,  in  confederation,  and  in  imitation  of  my  fer» 
Tent  love  to  you,  which  1  am  going  to  demonftrate  in 
the  higheft  manner  poffible. 

13  No  man  can  be  capable  of  having  a  more  fincerc 
™»s  tok  >  mui  ^  ^7  l°*Cj  or  of  expreffing  Uby  an  higher  inftancc 
Ur  d®»n  Us  life  than,  this,  that  where  there  is  eccauon  for  it,  be  freely 
fi>r  bw  friend*,  put  jri$  own  life  in  the  ftead  of  the  life  of  bis  desreft 

friends  and  benefadors,  and  yield  htmfelf  up  to  death 
for  their  redemption ;  and  this  f  am  about  to  do  for  you, 
as  if  ye  were  my  moll  important  and  worthy  friends, 
though  I  am  neither  indebted  to  you,  nor  can  be  profit* 
ed  by  you,  whom  of  enemies  I  have  made  friends. 

14  And  ye  willapprore  yourfelves  to  be  my  friendi, 
whom  I  efteem  as  fnch,  if,  from  a  fenfe  of  my  love  to 
yon,  ye  onkecoofcienCeof  paying  a  ready  and  impartial 
obedience  to  all  my  commandments. 

1 5  •  I  might  indeed  welt  {peak  of  yon,  and  according- 
I  call  yoo  dm  fct-  ]y  treat  you,  only  in  the  quality  of  Tenants :  However, 
TmtluuMKth  mi  *  »iil  not  keep  you  at  fuch  a  diftance  i  for  a  mere  fer- 
«hat  hi*  fcrf  vantdoes  not  ufe  to  be  let  into  the  fecrets  of  bis  lord  and 

bdtr?h*7*  mafter:  Bat  I  have  converfed,  and  will  deal  with  you 
for  ilhbiogs  thst  u  intimate  friends •,  for  as  God  would  not  hide  from  A  bra- 
1  have  burd  <*f  ham,  his  friend,  n>hai  he  wot  about  to  djy  {Gen.  xvii.  ty.) 
aj^Patber  Ihase  my  Father’s  hidden  counfels,  which  1,  as  mediator 
'  n°WQ  UD_  and  head  of  the  church,  have  received  *  in  commilDon 
from  bim,  to  communicate  for  his  glory  and  their  fal- 
▼ation,  I  have  begun  ro  impart,  and  will  proceed  by  my 
Spirit  to  difeover  ftill  further,  with  all  freedom  and  plain* 
nefc  to  you,  that  ye  may  know  them  for  yourfelves,  and 
for  the  good  of  others,  and  that  none  of  them  may  be 
concealed  from  you. 

16  All  this  I  do,  not  as  if  ye  were  firft  in  your  choice 
of  me,  or  had  laid  any  obligation  upon  me  •,  but,  from 
my  own  mere  love  and  grace,  I  have  freely  chofen  you 
to  faivation  f*  as  well  as  to  the  apoftltlhip,  and  have 
con&ituted  you  to  be  my  friends  and  ferrants  for  this 

purpose, 

NOTES. 

*  This  cannot  paJGblj  mew  thlt  ChriIVs  f  being  no*  gone,  Chrifl  here  freaks 

ditafles  toew,  or  Ihould  know,  as  much  of  hu  cboofing  the  rett  of  the  difdpUh,  nu: 
or  God's  cmmfch  u  be  himfelf  did ;  bot  it  merely  10  the  apoftletbip,  to  which  he  hid 
evidently  relate*  lo  what  belonged  to  bi^  choice  J bdW  at  well  as  them,  bn t  Hktwife  of 
ConniHiovi  to  declare  unto  them,  in  the  di£  hb  hairing  chofen  them  to  faying  and  eiemml 
charge  of  which  he  was  fcithfttl  to  him  that  bfcf&ngfi  through  faith  and  holiiicfi  as  hi* 
ffppoiored  him,  and  mih~htid  nothing  from  friend*  j  accordingly  1  have  given  both  :hcfe 
fhem,  coflftdcfattaas  a  pucc  in  the  Paraphtafe. 


>  70a. 


iff  Tc  have  not 
ehofeo  me,  but  I 
luvc  chofen  you, 
vsndoidaiaed  yno, 
that 
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tiucyooftouUgp 
and  bring  forth 
frujt,ftAd  mai  yonsx 
fruit  Iboold  rc-^ 
main;  that  whit-- 
Ibrrrr  jt  Ault  afk 
of  the  Fsiher  in 
my  name,  he  may 
ji¥<  it  you. 


pnrpofe,  that  ye  may  go  out  in  my  name  and  ftrengtb  ; 
that  by  virtue  derived  from  me,  as  your  root,  ye  may 
bring  forth  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  in  your  Urea  wad  mi- 
niftry  ;  and  that  ye  may  perfevrre  therein,  till  ye  and 
the  converts,  made  by  meant  of  your  labours,  (hall  pro* 
pagate  my  caufc  for  iu  continuance  on  earth,  and  flult 
arrive  fafe  to  heaven;  as  alfo  that  my  Father  may  grant 
your  petitions,  in  wbatfoever  ye  fhall  alb  to  thefe  holy 
purpofea*  with  faith  in  my  name,  as  your  prevailing  ad¬ 
vocate  and  friend. 


*r The/fc dung*  17  Mow  thefe  things  I  recommend,  and  enjoin  npon 

d£”  y°°* that  Je*  *****  “y  eXimPle»  may  heartily  love  one 

another.  another,  as  members  of  the  fame  body,  and  partakers  of 

the  Came  bleffings,  and  as  dtfciples  and  friends,  as  well 
as  fervants  of  the  fame  Lord. 

,s  lfthcvwli  18  If,  according  to  the  original  enmity  between  the 
hue  you,  jckqtw  feed  of  the  ferpent,  and  the  feed  of  the  woman,  {Gnu 
brfou  >ii*  *5*)  yc  meet  with  great  oppoGtion  from  men  of  a 

you.  earnal  fpirit,  that  are  wholly  devoted  to  this  world,  and 

under  the  government  of  Satan,  iu  God ;  do  not  won* 
der,  orJbe  aifcouraged  at  it :  For  ye  well  know  that  they 
began  with  me,  and  have  been,  as  full  of  fpitc  and  rage 
againft  your  head  and  chief,  (*pvr«  *./"»)  as  they  pof&bly 
can  be  againft  you. 

I,  ifyewe^eof  Were  ye  of  the  fame  carnal  temper  and  difpoGrion 

world*«renW  bve  with  ***  mei?  of  thi>  worid’  Cwrhing  and  encouraging 
huDu-nt  bm  be-  them  in  their  finful  courfes,  they  would  efteem  and 
caufc ,«  m«  nor  of  carefs  you,  as  perfons  of  their  own  party  and  likenefs; 
tave^Aufen  you  but  hecaufe  ye  are  not  conform  td  to  their  corrupt  prin- 
out  of  the  world,  cipla,  manners  and  cuftoms,  but  I  have,  by  a  pecnliar 
,h*  choice,  diftinguilhed  you  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  and 
world  bauto  you.  p0U  for  myfe]f}  [hat  ye  may  cxemplifyand  preach 

my  Ipiritoal  and  holy  gofpel ;  hence  it  is,  that  the  men 
of  this  world  have  an  irreconcileable  antipathy  to  you. 

10  Remember  30  Therefore,  to  compofe  your  fpirits,  and  filence  all 
iu  word  that  I  murmuring*,  under  the  utmoft  malignity  of  your  eno- 
'rtLSeCi  m^es  you,  tefleft  ferioufly  and  often  npon  wbae 

enaro  than  tfic  I  have  told  you,  once  and  again,  {chap.  xiii.  1 6,  and 
fcrd.  ifthcyhava  Mattb .  x.  24)  that  the  fervantis  neither  worthy  of,  nctr 
*8  t0  more  regard,  or  better  treatment  than  his 

fautcyou:  ifthey  lord  and  matter  :  If  then  thefe  carnal,  worldly-minded 
ban  kept  my  lay-  men  have  vented  their  enmity  in  ail  manner  of  reviltngs 
vounSftc- *™P  apd  perfections  of  me ;  no  wonder  that  they  will  fhew 
the  like  rancour  ami  leverity  again  ft  you  :  Juft  as  they 
have  treated  my  difeonrfes,  they  will  treat  yaur’s :  If 
they  have  *  carped  and  cavilled  at  my  do&rine  as  deli¬ 
vered 
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*  Several  critics  bin  Juppoferi  that  rr>  fief  10  ohlerve  with  a  malicious,  cavilling  in- 
fut  is  here  tiled  for  wrt  which  Agni*  lent,  M*rk  ilL  a,  L?k<  vi.  fj-an^uv.  i, 
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vered  by  trie,  becaufe  it  is  fo  contrary  to  thetr  depraved 
fentime  ms,  temper  and  views.}  it  is  tobe  expeded,  that 
for  the  feme  reafon,  they- will  fot  thcmfolves  againftit 
when  delivered  by  yon,  wbereas:bad  they  received)  the 
troth  in  the  love  of.  it  from  met  do  doubt  but  they  would 
do  the  fame  from  yon. 

u  But  all  tlxfe  at  But  their  utmoft.  hatred*  perfections  and  oppofi- 

tblags  will  they  do  jJqjj  wjjj  turn  «njnJt  yoq,  on  aecotmt  of  voor  relation 

mme'i  ftke,  he-  to  me,  as  ye  bear  my  name  and  image,  ttand  up  for  my 
nufe  they  know  honour,  profefs  and  pnblllh  my  gofpel ;  and  the  reafon 
ntf  him  that  fc«  cf  their  enmity  to  yoo  on  this  account  is,  becaufc  they 
have  not  a  true  knowledge  of  .God,  nor  of  bis  having 
fent  me  info  the  world,  to  redeem  If  rati  from  all  their 
iniquities.  '  * 

**  if  i  W  not  22  If  1  indeed  had  not  come  and  acquainted  them 
come,  and  rpolica  with  my  true  cbara&er,  there  would  have  been  no  fin 
hadnot'tud  fins  *°  ^c,f  reje&ing  me }  or  if  I  bad  done  this  only  in  ob- 
butnow they  b m  feure  hints,  there  would  have  been,  comparatively, 
no  dokc  Car  their  but  little  guilt  in  their  refufing  to  believe  iti  me:  But 
fio’  now,  ftnee  I  have  appeared  among  them  with  the  clea¬ 

red  demonftratiems  of  my  being  the  promifed  Meffiah, 
and  have  long  preached  to  them  with  fuch  evident  au¬ 
thority  and  affe&ion,  as  prove  my  doclrine  to  he  of  God, 
their  (in  in  di&elieving,oppofitig,  anddefpifing  me  and 
my  words,  is  highly,  aggravated,  and  they  h;ve  nothing 
to  plead  in  cxcufc  for  it,. 

teih^mc  hiteth  23  whoever  he  be  that,  notwithftanding  all  this, 
my  Father  aife.  hates  aod  oppoCes  me,  he  is  ready,  at  heart,  no  better 
than  an  enemy  to  my  heavenly  Father,  who  font  me, 
and  has  given  public  teftimony  tome,  as  bis  beloved  Son, 
in  whom  be  is  well  pleafod. 

»4  in  hd  not  24  Furthermore,  had  1  not,  together  with  my  divine 
rt" wNkf^wbicii  ^°^rinw»  performed  fuch.  merciful  and  miraculous 
nJiie ‘other* dim'  worfe  among  this  people,  to. confirm  them,  as  neither 
did,  they  had  not  Mofci,  nor  the  prophets,  nor  any  other  man  ever  wrought, 
judjin^  efpecially  in  fuch  a  foverdgn.  Godlike  manner,  as  I 

fJH  perforated  them,  they  might  (till  have  had  forac  pre- 

both  me  and  my  tence  of  excufing  their  infidelity,  or  at  leaft  of  leficoing 
Fuho.  its  guilt :  But  they  now  continuing  obftinately  to  per¬ 

il  ft  in  it,  after  they  themfelves  have  been  eyc-witnefles 
of  thofe  my  numerous- and  undoubted  credentials,  and 
of  my  Father's  acting  with  and  by  me,  it  is  plain,  that 
their  rejecting  me,  proceeds  from  a  rooted,  aveifioo  in 

their 
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ax.  >«•  But  others,  not  knd’ng  that  the  ing  of  the  oppoStion,  tbit  wu  made  to  him 
word  ft  ever  thus  ofed,  efpecially  in  tbl,  E-  and  would  be  uiiide  to  hi*  difciplct  after  him 
vairgelifi,  take  it  in  an  ironical  fenfe,as  lirong-  '  it  feenu  w  if  this  daufc  were  to  be  ontierftoo, 
ly  intimating  that  the  Jcvn  had  not  kept  ms  of  rejecting  his  drfttrtiie.  Bat  that  the  read- 
words,  nor  would  they  choie  of  the  *  pottles:  er  may  have  his  option, !  hare  pat  it  tab 
And  is  in  all  die  ,'opteai  our  Lord  is  ipeafc-  ways  is  the  paraph,  afc. 
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w 


it  B»t  t&t  'a- 
y&ilht*  p(tfs>  that 

the  word  might 
tie  fulfilled  that  if 
written  in  their 
law,  They  hated 
me  without  4 
caufc. 


if  Bat  when 
the  Comforter  it 
tamt ,  whom  1 
will  fend  auto  you 
from  (he  Father, 
own  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  which  pro- 
reedeth  from  the 
father  *  be  dull 
ttftifyof  me. 


ay  And  yeaHb 
Hnll  besrwittwfi, 
betaufc 


tbeir  wicked  beans,  to  tbe  holioels  and  authority  both  of 
my  Father  and  me  ;  fo  that  their  lin  is  exceedingly  ag> 
gra rated,  and  they  are  altogether  without  cxcufe. 

25  But  ye  need  not  be  ftumbled  at  this :  For  their 
wilful  obftinacy  and  prejudices  bare  been  fuffered  ro 
work  in  this  manner,  that  another  chara&er  of  tbe  Met* 
fish  raigbtfiefdfilied  in  me,  according  to  what  is  faid 
in  tbe  &cred  writiogs,  (fee  the  note  ou  chop.  x.  34,) 
where  Davidt  my  type,  complained  with  a  prophetic 
view  to  the  fufferings  of  the  McflUh,  (/yii/.  xxrr.  19. 
and  Ixix.  4.)  They  bated  me  vntbwt  a  caufey  or  any  juft 
provocation  to  it. 

26  But  notwitbftanding  all  this  Furious,  though  caufc- 
lefs  enmity  to  my  perfon,  truths,  and  inteiefts,  they 
fhall  triumph  over  all  oppoGtion.  When  that  divine 
perfon  *,  whom  I  told  you  of,  {chap.  xiv.  16)  (hall  come 
to  (hed  abroad  bis  gifts  and  graces,  and  whom,  in  con- 
fequence  of  my  deacb  and  exaltation,  1,  with  the  con¬ 
currence  and  approbation  of  my  Father,  will  (honly  feud 
unto  you,  even  the  Holy  Spirtt,  who  is  faithfulnefs  and 
truth  itfdf,  and  who,  in  a  divine  and  incompre  hen  Chic 
manner,  proceeds  from  the  Father :  He,  as  an  advocate 
to  maintain  mycaufe,  and  as  a  couofellor  and  Comforter 
to  direct,  encourage  and  fopport  you  under  all  your 
difficulties  and  dangers,  fhall  bear  a  convincing  witnefs 
to  me,  hy  the  revelations  he  will  further .  make  of  my 
character,  and  the  tniraculousoperattons  he  will  enable 
you  to  perform  ;  and  by  his-  a (fi fling,  owning,  and  fuc- 
ceeding  you,  unto  the  confutation  of  ah  your  enemies, 
and  bringing  vaft  multitudes  of  all  nations  to  the  obedi¬ 
ence  of  faith;  as  well  as  by  thofe  inward  joys,  tbat  he 
will-  raife  in  your  own  fouls. 

27  Aod  ye  yourfelves,  under  the  Spirit's  conduft 
and  influence,  fhall  give  a  noble,  plain,  and  coucage- 


N  o 

*  Tbe  Spirit**  coming,  and  being  lent  by 
our  iiori  front  tbe  Father  to  teftify  of  him, 
arc  ptrfiaaf  cbara&en,  and  plainly  diQtagnidl 
him  from  the  Fit  her  and  Sun;  And  hU  title; 
at  the  Spirit  of  tnitb,  together  with  b is  pro* 
eroding  from  the  Father,  cin  agree  to  none 
but  i  aivixt  peribin  For  thb  title  fa  too  high 
for  i  creature,  and  I  cannot  fee  any  fificicnt 
radon,  why  hi*  proceeding  front  the  Fa* 
thcr  fa  mentioned  in  the  prefect  tenfe,  la  the 
roidft  of  a  Jentcnro,  where  CbrifFt  fending 
him,  and  hfa  (citifying  of  Chrift,  an  fpoken 
of  as  futarc±  onkfs  it  be  to  intimate  hb  ne* 
ceflary,  uabegimiiag  and  new  ending  pro- 
ccflion,  a*  a  divine  peribn,  from  the  Father 
in  fach  a  fublime  manner,  aa  lya  beyond  tbe 
reach  of  alt  our  but  fa  fame  way  an^ 

i*ti±ble  to  what  b  called  eternal  generation, 


with  regard  ro  Chrift,  in  contfpondcoce  to 
hfa  duroAtr  as  the  Son  ;  And  yet  that  the 
Holy  Ghoft  pjnoceads'from  the  Son,  at  well 
as  from  the  Father,  map  be  fairly  argued  From 
bv  bring  called  tit  Spirit  ef  C&rif,  and  tic 
Spirit  Sew,  as  well  as  of  tne  Father, 

(l  Pet*  i.  f  i.  and  Oah  iv,  4>]  mad  from  hb 
bring  hero  Aid  to  be  lent  by  Cbriff  from  the 
Father,  as  well  as  fent  by  the  Path  a-  iq  Ids 
mine.  {clap.  zhr.  iff.)  And  this,  at  t be 
fame  time;  fltews  the  equal  divinity  of  the 
Father  and  tioa,  in  &£  much  as  they  bare  equal 
power  of  lending  the  Holy  Spirit  to  beat  the 
peculiar  parr,  and  to  have  the  glory  that  hy 
agreement  belongs  to  him  in  tbe  work  of  fU* 
Yaifon  :  So  tbat  the  facred  Throe  are  here  rc- 
prefrnfed  both  in  their  perfond  characters* 
and  in  thdr  divine  and  avOtiomical  ghrife. 
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ous  tcftimony  to  me  and  my  caufe*  in  your  do&rmes, 
miracles*  lives,  and  deaths;  and  your  witncfs  will  be 
unexceptionable*  becaufe  ye  have  been  my  conftant  at* 
tendaritfl)  and  all  along  familiarly  acquainted  with  my 
difeourfea*  miracles,  fiuFerings*  and  behaviour,  in  pub¬ 
lic  and  private,  for  between  three  and  four  years,  from 
the  very  beginning  of  my  miniftry*  and  Jhall  continue 
lb  till  I  be  crucified*  raifed  again  from  the  dead,  and 
taken  up  from  you  to  heaven* 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

TVbat  bWfed  pro  vifion  has  God  made  id  Chrift  for  the  fptritual  life  and 
growth,  fruitfijlaefs  and  bappinefs  of  believers,  ud  for  his  own  glory  in  and  by 
them  !  And  how  intimate,  beneficial,  and  endearing  is  their  union  with  Cbrift  f 
How  effectual  is  bis  influence  upon  them  !  And  how  vigorous  Jhould  their  faith 
and  lore  be  toward  him,  who  has  freely  chofcs  and  fet  them  apart  for  himfelf, 
counted  them  his  friends,  and  loved  them,  even  to  the  laying  down  of  his  life 
to  redeem  them  1  Thrre  is  no  doing  any  thing  fpiritualty,  and  acceptably  in  re¬ 
ligion,  without  him;  but  the  richeft  abundance  of  precious  fruits  are  brought 
forth  in  union  with  him,  by  a  communication  of  grace  from  him,  and  by  means 
of  bis  word,  ordinances,  and  providence  to  fubferve  his  work  in  true  believers. 
Was  faith  more  m  exercife,  tbeir  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  would  iocreafe;  and 
whatfocver  they  afk  for  the  glory  of  God  and  their  own  good,  they  would  re¬ 
ceive,  and  their  fruit  would  evidently  rci&ain.to  eternal  hie*  Hut  ah,  how  fad 
h  the  calc  of  hypocritical, carnal  profeflbrs,  who  take  up  with  external  forms  and 
appearances,  inftead  of  vital  union  tcrCbrifi.  and  who  produce  only  dead  works ! 
They  are  fit  for  nothing  but  the  burning,  and  muft  becaft  into everlafting flames. 
What  evidence  can  we  have  of  our  union  with  Chrift,  or  what  comfort  in  our 
thoughts  about  it,  if  we  do  not  heartily  cleave  to  him?  Or  what  mamfettation  and 
enjoyment  can  we  expert  of  his  love,  unlefs  we  love  him,  and  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments  without  teferve  ?  But  O  the  delight  and.ptcafure  of  knowing  that 
lie  loves  us  f  And  how  Jhould  his  love  to  us,  and  ours  to  him,  excite  us  to  obey 
and  imitate  him  in  a  tinecre,  affectionate,  and  a&ive  love  to  one  another  J  AM 
this,  and  every  thing  dfe  neceflary  to  falvation,  has  our  dear  Lord  made  known 
to  his  difeipks  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  therein  dealing  with  them  as  friends; 
and  this  Divine  Spirit,  who  comes  from  the  Father  and  Son,  is  able  to  Jilencc  all 
objections  againft  every  important  troth  of  the  gofpel:  If  wc  have  him  for  our 
advocate,  guide,  and  Comforter,  he  will  infpire  us  with  a  noble  courage  in  our 
holy  profeffion  of  Chrift’s  name,  and  will  be  our  fupport  under  all  tbe  tribula¬ 
tions  we  endure,  bccaufe  we  are  not  of  the  world,  but  belong  to  him  who  hath 
chofen  us  out  of  the  world.  And  why  Jhould  any  of  the  difeiples  and  femnta 
of  the  blotted  jefus  wonder,  or  be  difeouraged  at  hatred,  reproaches,  and  con¬ 
tempt  from  the  men  of  this  world,  or  at  fufferings  for  hit  fake,  when  he,  their 
great  Lord  and  Matter,  has  gone  through  them  all,  and  worfr,  for  theirs  ?  Bui 
O  how  great  is  tbeir  guilt,  who,  in  the  midft  of  the  clcardt  tight  of  divine  reve¬ 
lation,  perfitt  in  their  enmity  aud  oppofltion  to  Chrift  and  ms  gofpel,  bis  for- 
vints  and  followers !  It  is  all  without  any  juft  caufe ;  and,  wbatibever  they  pre¬ 
tend,  they  realty  do  not  know  God,  but  are  ttrangers,  and  avert  to  him  and 
bolinefs,  and  therefore  (hut  their  eyes  againft  the  light,  which  h  a  high  aggra¬ 
vation  of  their  fin,  and  leaves  them  without  cxcufe* 
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bcciofe  ye  have 
Lera  with  met 
from  d begin¬ 
ning. 
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The  cmchtjwn  of  Chrifi's  farewell  firman ,  in  which  he  forewent  hit 
difciplts  of  perfecutient ,  and  lakes  nolice  if  their  prefent  grief,  J, — 
6.  And  promifit  to  fend  the  Holy  Gfoft,  7, — 15.  To  vijit  them 
again  in  perfon,  as  well  as  by  bis  Spirit  after  his  re/urrefliin,  1 6, 
— 12.  To  fecure  a  gracious  anftuer  to  their  prayers  in  his  name,  23, 
—32.  And  to  give  them  peace  dmidfl  all  their  tribulations  in  the 
•world,  33. 

Teit.  Paraphrase. 

'j'HEiiE  thing)  T  HAVE  now  told  you,  my  difciples,  before-hand,  of 

lute  I  ^okth  I  +  W#  1  ■!  I C  «i,/l  ,uU**«V  I  .id  .fAh  .La. 

unto  you,  th«t  ye 
ikoaid  not  be  of- 
tended. 


e  They  (Kali  piit 
you  out  of  the  fy- 
nagogue*  !  y<»  > 

the  time  eometh, 

that  whofoerer 


U«l  fetvicc. 


the  trials  and  comforts  which  lye  before  you,  that 
ye  may  not  be  difeouraged  in  the  way  of  your  duty  » 
lior  Humbled  at  my  dying  and  leaving  you,  nor  at  the 
troubles  that  ye  will  meet  with  from  mine  enemies 
and  yours  for  my  fake. 

2  Their  rage  will  rife  to  fuch  an  height,  that  they 
will  proceed  to  all  manner  of  violence  and  cruelties  a- 
gainft  you ;  the  men  of  ecclcfiaflicaJ  power,  fuch  as 
the  chief  priefts  and  rulers,  wiil  excommunicate  you, 

ti'ii HkthJthc doth  ' a6  aP°ftatcs  Horn  their  religion,  (fee  the  note  on  ebapi 
is.  34.)  loading  you  with  reproaches,  and  expofing  you 
to  all  religious  and  civil  hardlhips,  as  if  ye  were  the 
mod  abandoned  of  wretches  :  Nay,  the  time  is  jult'ac 
hand,  when  there  will  be  fuch  a  general  run  of  mad 
and  furious  zeal  againft  you,  that  every  one,  who  can 
but  have  a  hand  in  putting  you  to  death,  will  tale  a 
barbarous  pleaftire  in  it,  from  a  fuperftitious  blind  con¬ 
ceit,  as  if  he  were  thereby  honouring  God,  and  ferving 
his  caufe  and  intereft  in  the  world. 

3  And  theft  immoral  and  pernicious  principles  and 
pra&ices  will  they  go  into  agaiuft  you,  as  my  difciples, 
becaufe,  through  the  wilful  blindnefs  and  hardnefs  of 
their  hearts,  they  neither  know,  fo  as  to  believe  and 
love*  my  rather,  nor  me. 

4  But  I  have  given  you  plain  notices  of  thefe  things 
before-hand,  that  when  the  time  of  your  hotted  trials 

iimeimiicoDic.ye  <*>!"**.  Yc  recollecl,  to  the  filcncing  of  all  your 
may  remember  objections  and  prejudices  on  their  account,  and  to  the 
rhiu  I  told  confirmation  of  your  faith  in  me  and  my  gofpcly  that 

.*  ^  y0Ur  Jxird  and  friend,  have,  by  a  divine  foicknow- 
ledge,  and  with  all  faithfulnefs,  a  flu  red  you,  that  thus 
it  would  be :  And  the  reafon  of  my  not  telling  you, 
fo  plainly  and  particularly,  of  all  thefe  troubles  and 
comforts,  when  1  fird  called  you  to  be  my  difciples  wn$r 
becaufe  l  myfelf  was  with  you,  to  bear  the  chief  hrunt 
in  my  own  perfon,  and  to  fkreen  you  from  it,  as  aifu 
to  fupport  and  comfort  you  under  fuch  trials  os  have 
hitherto  befallen  von  for  mv  name’s  fake. 

Vot..  IT.  +  "  i*  r  -  ’n-** 


3  And  d»dc 

things  will  they 
Jo  Ulrio  you,  Im- 
cjuC*  they  hive 


4  But  tlicft  thing* 
ha«T toid  yno, 
that  *  when  the 
time  fad)  oonnctye 


them,  Andihcte 
thing*  1  6U  not 
uiuoyouanhe  ho- 
ginnin^betaHfd 
vui  with  you. 
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$  But  now  I  £t> 
my  way  to  him 
th*t  rent  rue;  ai»d 
none  of  ynu  ask- 
rth  me.  Whither 
g«tt  thou  ? 


6  But  becaufe  1 
have  faid  tbet 
things  unto  you, 
ibrrew  bach  fill- 
d  your  heart, 

y  Neverthelefs,! 
tell yoo the  truth; 
ltiit*;>cdi<rui  for 
you  tbar  1  go  a- 
way:  tcrvfl  £unot 
away;  the  Com¬ 
forter  will  not 
come  unto  yon : 
but,  if! depart, ! 
wi  11  &od  h  imui  it  o 
you* 


8  And,  when 
hr  is  Mtne,  he 
will  reprove  the 
world  of  Gnt  and 
of  ri^bteuafnefs, 
*n4of  judgment : 
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5  But  now,  as  I  am  juft  going  to  leave  you,  and  re¬ 
turn  to  my  Father,  who  lent  me  into  the  world,  I 
thought  proper  to  acquaint  you  with  ihefe  things :  And 
tho*  when  I  firft  mentioned  my  departure  fome  of  you, 
out  of  curiofity,  and  with  temporal  views,  afleed  me 
whither  1  was  going?  (chap.  iiii.  36.)  yet  upon  tel¬ 
ling  you,  that  it  is  to  my  Father’s  boufe,  to  prepare 
bit: fled  manfions  for  you  there,  ye  neither  rejoice  in  it, 
nor  readily  understand  my  meaning,  (chap.  xiv.  5.} 
nor  make  any  further  inquiries  about  it. 

6  But  becaufc  1  have  (poke  of  leaving  you,  and  of 
the  troubles  that  will  thereupon  befal  you,  your  fpi- 
rits  are  fwallowed  up  with  over-  much  Sorrow  ;  fo  much 
quicker  are  your  apprehenfions  of  grievous,  than  of 
joyous  tidings. 

7  However,  the  truth  of  the  cafe,  as  I  have  hinted, 
and  will  now  further  explain  to  you,  is  this  t  Notwith- 
ftanding  all  your  dejected  thoughts,  and  formidable  ex¬ 
pectations  of  the  confluence  of  my  departure,  with 
regard  to  your  temporal  concerns,  it  is  really  conveni¬ 
ent  and  neceffrry  for  yourfelvcs,  as  well  as  me,  that  I 
ihould  go  from  this  world  to  my  Father :  For  fuch  is 
the  fettlement  of  things  in  eternal  counfels  between 
him  and  me,  and  ftich  is  their  juft  connexion  and  or¬ 
der,  that  unlefs  I  depart,  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  bleJTed 
guide,  advocate  and  Comforter,  whom  I.  mentioned, 
(fee  the  note  on  chap,  xiv.  t6.)  as  more  than  fufficicnt 
to  fupply  the  want  of  my  bodily  prefence,  will  not  vi- 
fit  yon  with  his  richeft  gifts  and  graces,  counfels  and 
almtances,  fupports  and  joys:  But  («**)  when  I  go  to 
he  inthroned  in  my  heavenly  kingdom,  I  will  fend  him 
to  anfwer  all  the  great  and  glorious  purpofes  for  which 
yc  and.  my  church  Hull  need  him. 

8  And  he  coming  from  on  high,  by  virtue  of  my 
death,  and  in  confequence  of  my  refuncQion  and  ex¬ 
altation,  (hall  carry  on  my  caufe  in  this  lower  world  hy 
demonftratively  convincing  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  t 
wherever  my  gofpel  comes,  of  their  guilt,  depravity, 
and  ohnoxioufnefs  to  tbe'wrath  of  God  ;  of  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  which  I  hring  in  by  my  obedience  and  fuffer- 
ings,  for  the  j unification  of  fuch  as  are  helped  to 
fee-  that  they  have  no  righteoufnefs  of  their  own  to 
recommend  them  to  the  divine  favour  and  acceptance  ; 
and  of  my  holy  and  judicial  power,  in  fetting  to  rights 
the  diforders  of  human  nature,  by  fan&ifying  gnice, 
in  overthrowing  Satan’s  dominion,  and  in  pafling 
judgment  again!!  the  finally  unbelieving  and  unrighte¬ 
ous  at  the  great  day  of  account. 


Ch.  rri, 


E vangtlifi  Jo puraphrafvJ. 
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p  Of  Jin,  be- 
taaft  they  believe 


eo  Of  Hghtc- 
oufodfl,  I 

go  to  my  Father* 
md  yt  fee  me  no 
more; 


li  Of  judg¬ 
ment,  hecaufrtne 
prince  of  this 
*yrid  is  judged. 


ii  l  have  yet 
many  things  to 
lay  unto  you,  but 
ye  monot  bear 
them  dow» 


1 3  Howheir, 
when  he  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  truth  is 
come »  he  will 
guide 


9  To  explain  my  -meaning  a  little  farther.  This  Ho* 
ly  Spirit,  by  his  miraculous  gifts  and  operations  for 
confirming  the  gofpel,  and  by  his  internal  illumination 
and  gracious  influence,  ftiall  convince  many,  among 
Jews  and  Gentility  of  all  the  wickedness  of  their  hearts 
and  lives,  and  cfpecially  of  their  great  fin  of  unbelief  ; 
becaufe  they  wilfully  reje&cd  tne,  and  chofe  rather  to 
go  on  in  their  iniquities,  than  believe  in  me  for  ever* 
Jailing  life. 

to  He  (hall  like  wife  convince  them  of  the  righte- 
ouihefs  of  my  perfon  and  caufe,  and  of  the  neceffity, 
fuitablenefs,  and  perfe&ion  of  that  evexlafting  .rigbte- 
oufnefs  which  I  am  come  to  work  out  by  my  obedi¬ 
ence  unto  death  ;  becaufe  I  am  going  to  be  exalted  at 
my  Father’s  right  hand,  in  teflimony  of  his  having  en¬ 
tirely  approved  of,  and  accepted  me,  as  one  that  has 
anfwered  all  his  demands  j  and  ye  (hall  no  more  fee  me 
again  ia  this  humble  (late  of  (offerings  and  abafement  *, 
as  if  I  had  not  fully  (atisfitd  bis  julfice,  and  fmilhed 
the  work  be  gave  me  to  do  on  earth. 

1 1  And  this  Spirit  (hall  convince  them  of  my  power 
and  will,  to  renew  and  dandify  fiimers,  to  deftroy  the 
kingdom  of  darknefs,  and  to  execute  judgment  upon 
all  the  finally  wicked,  impenitent,  and  unbelieving; 
becaufe  Satan,  who,  as  the  god  o(  this  world,  haa 
ruled  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  difobedicnce,  is 
tried,  and  caff,  and  judicially  defeated  in  all  his  power 
and  claims,  by  my  death,  refurrcdton,  and  afeenfion 
to  heaven,  from  whence  1  will  lend  the  Spirit,  as  my 
grand  agent,  for  demolilhing  the  powers  of  darknefs, 
and  fetting  up  my  kingdom  of  ltgbt,  and  grace,  and 
hoJioefs,  on  its  ruins,  till  I  (hall  come  to  judge  the 
world  at  the  lad  day* 

ia  I  have  (till  many  other  things  to  communicate  to 
you,  relating  to  the  great  alterations  that  (hall  be  made 
in  the  (late  and  worfntp  of  the  church  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  and  operations  ot  the  Spirit,  as  the  fruit  o?  my 
going  through  fufferings  and  death  to  glory :  But,  at 
prefenr,  by  reafon  of  the  weaknefs  of  your  faith,  and 
the  ftrengtb  of  your  prejudices  and  carnal  expectations, 
ye  cannot  eafily  take  them  in,  or  be  reconciled  to  them, 

13  But  when  the  Divine  Spirit,  who  is  faithful nefs 
and  truth  itfelf,  (hall  come  to  do  his  work  upon  you, 
and  by  you,  he  (hall  be  an  unerring  and  efficacious 

guide, 


NOTE. 


*  Thi*  appears  to  be  Chrift’s  meaning,  be-  ed,  thdt  all  whom  the  Falhr  h^d  ghfn 
tune  he  t»d  this  to  comfort,  and  nutditcmi-  might  he  Tuiib  ItiM  lq  heaven  to  heboid  ids  gkrjt 
nige  hi*  difcip)&;  and  they  did  lee  him  again  chap*  xvjL  14* 
earth  after  his  rcforjrfkuii,  tod  be  pray- 

Hi 
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guide  yon  into  ell 
troth:  far  he  fitili 
not  fpeik  of  him- 
t<\i .  but  whatfa 
ever  hr  IhJ!  bear 
/WfhaJ Mir  {'peak; 
and  he  will  fhew 
y«u  things  to 
corae. 


14  HcHalfgto- 
rifj*  me  ;  fm  he 
fhati  Ttrcive  of 
mine,  and  (hall 
Oicw  it  onto  you. 


guide,  to  give  you  an  underflanding  and  approbation 
of  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  gofpel*  kingdom*  which  is 
infallibly  true  in  every  part  of  it;  For  as  I  have  always 
a  tied  in  concert  with  my  Father  \  Co  the  Spirit  will  a£t 
in  entire  concert  with  us*  by  revealing  thefe  things* 
ribt  like  a  private  perfon*  as  from  himfelf  only*  but  in 
exact  agreement  with  the  counfels  of  peace  between 
the  Father  and  me,  as  one  that  is  privy  to  them  all* 
and  fcarchcs  the  deep  things  of  God  1  And*  according 
to  ancient  prediffiort®  concerning  him*  {Joe!  ii.  28.) 
he  will  be  a  fpirit  of  prophecy  in  you*  and  will  acquaint 
you  with  all  that  may  be  needful  for  you  to  know,  or 
make  known  to  the  church,  for  ages  to  come  oa  earth* 
and  for  a  blcfled  eternity  afterwards  in  heaven. 

14  His  very  coming  in  my  name*  to  do  my  work* 
will  redound  to  my  honour;  and  his  great  bufinefs  and 
defign  will  be*  to  manifeft  my  glory  r  For  he  will  take 
into  his  province  the  things  that  relate  to  my  perfon 
and  office*  taufe  and  kingdom*  and  will  dtfeover  them 
to  you*  that  ye  may  have  clear*  exalted*  and  endearing 
thoughts  of  me*  and  my  love  and  grace*  of  what  I  am* 
and  have  undertaken  for*  and  of  what  I  have  purebafed 
by  my  death*  and  have  authority  to  bellow  in  my  re-aflu- 
med  and  glorious  lift. 


r?  All  tbtflps 
that  Hie  rather 
h2ih  ire  mine ; 
I  here  fare  fdd  Tt 
that  lie  llull  take 
of  mine,  and  JhaU 
fliew  it  unto  you* 


t6  A  Irtdrwliife 
&rA  yc  (ball  not 
in 


i  j  This  will  be  a  rich  difeovery*  and  include  what 
relates  to  the  Father  together  with  me:  For  as  I  and 
my  Father  are  one*  (chap,  x*  30,)  fo  his  nature  and 
perfections*  blelfcdnefs  and  glory  are  mine*  (CcL  it*  9*)  ; 
his  Spirit  is  mine ;  and  whatfoevef  he  makes  known  and 
communicates  by  the  Spirit*  is  frOm  me  in  common 
with  him;  In  a  word*  all  things  whatsoever 
rhe  Father  has*  ( only  excepting  wbatrhe  very  notion  of 
his  being  a  Father  imports)  are  already  mine  by  origi¬ 
nal  right  and  claim  ;  and,  in  my  office -capacity*  the 
adminiftration  of  all  that  he  does*  ts  in  a  peculiar  man¬ 
ner  committed  to  me*  as  one  every  way  equal  to  the 
important  trufl ;  Therefore  I  Card  with  great  propriety* 
fh  u,  in  the  whole  of  the  gofpel-dirpenfation,  the  Spi¬ 
rit  will  take  into  his  province  what  relates  to  me  and 
my  glory*  and  will  make  it  known  to  you. 

16  It  is  now  *  but  a  very  tittle  while,  that  ye  fball 

note*  fre 


*  T  have  referred  the  Jfrrfr  wiifr,  in  the  fir  ft 
ctinle,  to  the  time  bifun:  which  Chrift 
would  be  taken  from  his  ilifciphs  by  death, 
and  appear  to  them  a*ain  after  Uls  rduirco 
don;  and  in  the  fccoikU  totheiirce  during 
which  be  utmid  be  aUfent  fi*m  them,  and 
appear  again  to  them  ;  because  from  the  gram- 
marital  construction*  kfeem*  entertain  which 
of  ihcfe  arc referred  to,  and  neither  of  rhefe 
Icnfci  ia  iibil{u!dy  diJagrecabtc  to  the  ax a* 


text.  Some  indeed  fnppofe,  that  rhe  tiiue 
white  in  the  firft  claufe*  relate*  to  the  tin*e 
between  Cbrtft*$  fpeaking  thefa  words,  and 
hi$  jJccnfion  to  hearto;  and  tbit  in  tbc  hit 
ehnfe^  it  relate*  to  the  time  between  h:+ 
afrcnlkui,  and  (hdr  own  death,  or  hU  fannd 
appearing  to  judgment !  But  one  or  other  of 
the  fen  fa  given  in  the  Pan  pa  raft,  appr*n 
to  be  moil  natural 


Ctw  svi*  Tic  Evdngelifi  John  paraphrased \ 
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ice  me:  and  again, 
a  little  while  and 
yt  fall  fa  me* 
bccftllfc  I  go  to 
the  Father. 


J7  Then  faid 
fumt  of  hts  difti- 
l»Ics  among  them^ 
kites,  Wh  at  u  tins 
that  he  faith  ortu 
us,  A  H|dc  while 
and,  ye  fall  not 
tbc  me:  and  again, 
a  little  white  and 
ycfaJI  famc:andt 
Seewfi  ]  goto  the 
Father  ? 


rS  They  fttd 
therefore.  What  is 
thij  that  be  faith, 
A  Uttk  whiJeJ  we 
cannot  tell  what 
he  filth. 

ip  How  Jefm 
knew  that  they 
were  definn?  to 
aek  him,  aod  fa  id 
uato  them.  Do  ye 
inquire  among 
yourfeint  of  that 
i  ftid ,  A  h'erk 
iviiik  and  ye  fall 
not  far  me:  and  a- 
*jin,  a little  while 
and  ye  fall  fa 
me  ? 

10  Verily  verU 
!j\  t  fay  onto  you, 
ilnt  vc  fall  weep 


fee  me  in  my  prefent  mortal  (late,  before  .1  be  taken 
from  you  for  a  few  days  by  death  $  and  foon  after  that, 
ye  (by  11  £se  me  again  but  for  a  little  time  longer,  as  ri- 
fen  to  an  immonal  life,  becaufe  I  am  going  to  be  ex* 
sited  in  my  human  nature,  at  the  Father’s  tight  hand, 
and  tQ  rranfaft  the  affairs  of  my  church  with  him  there. 

17  The  difciples,  thro’  ignorance,  grief,  and  carnal 
notions  of  a  temporal  kingdom,  being  at  a  lofs  about 
the  unexplained  meaning  of  thefe  laft  words,  fome  of 
them  were  exceedingly  amazed  and  troubled  at  them, 
faying  privately  one  to  another,  What  can  our  Lord 
intend,  by  telling  us  that  in,  or  for  a  little  while,  we 
(hail  not  fee  him  ;  and  that  in,  or  for  a  Little  while 
afterwards,  we  (hall  fee  him  again?  And  what  doth  he 
mean  by  the  reafon  he  gives  for  it,  viz.  becaufe  he  is 
going  to  the  Father  ? 

18  They  therefore  being  in  a  great  perplexity  and 
concern  about  it,  tbe  queflion  went  round  among  them, 
faying,  in  a  whifper  to  fuch  brethren  as  were  neareff, 
Wbat  means  this  JittU  tubiic,  that  our  l<ord  talks  of  ? 
we. cannot  imagine,  what  he  hintsat. 

19  Now  as  the  heart -Searching  Jefus  faw  the  confu* 
(ton  they  were  in  upon  this  account,  and  that  they  had 
a  great  mind,  though  they  were  afraid  and  affirmed,  to 
a(k  him  to  explain  himfelf,  *  he  Taid  to  them.  Ate  ye 
at  a  lofs,  and  troubled  in  your  own  thoughts,  and  fo- 
licitoully  inquifitive  one  of  another,  and  dofirous  to  alk 
me  about  my  meaning,  when  I  {poke  of  a  little  while, 
with  relation  to  your  not  feeing  me,  and  again  of  a  little 
whiles  with  refpe£b  to  your  feeing  me  afterwards? 

20  I,  the  faithful  and  true  Wituefs,  folemnly  allure 
you,  that  ye  (hall  quickly  be  full  of  tears  and  bitter  la¬ 
mentation,  for  a  fhort  feafon,  on  account  of  my  fuffer- 


9"d  'ing*  and  death,  (jffzrAxvi.  10.  and  Luke  xxiii.  27,  28.)* 

^ecTind  ye  fan  and  at  the  fame  time,  the  men  of  this  world,  rulers  and 
bciorrowful,  but  people,  will- triumph  and  rejoice,  as  thinking  that  they 
yinir  forrp«  fail  jiave  gained  tbeir  point  again (1  me  ami  my  caufe ;  Yea, 
..ru.ruedmto;uv.  for  a  will  be  exceedingly  dejedted  in  my  ab- 

fence,  as  if  all  your  faith  and  hope  in  me  were  a  delu- 
fion,  (Luke  xxiv.  17,  ai-)j  but  very  foon,  when  I  (hall 
vtGt  you  again  in  perfon  after  my  refurred  ion,  and  (hall 
(lied  down  my  Spirit  upon  you  after  my  afcenlion  to 
hearen,  all  your  diftrdling  furrows  (hall  be  turned  into 
the  greateft  jov,  (chap.  xx.  20.  Luke.  xxiv.  52,  53.  and 
Acts.  ii.  46.)  *  2 1  Your 


MOTE. 

*  That  this  rrfates  to  his  knowing  the  fo-  ther*  appears  from  ihe  conchilton  they  rlmv 
Tct  *ho iv>hts  and  defiies  of  tbefr  heuts,  a*  from  Kcfit'c,  (i^r.  3^}  thdt  kc  krtitt  ail 
as  ihdr  private  vhiijjctiags  odc  w  who-  {h'ngs^ud  miJtUtiU  171  f.f  fivtiia^/k  bii^m 


Cll.  IT I. 
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2t  Tour  cafe  will  be  like  that  of  a  woman  in  labour, 


*1  a  21  Tour  cafe  will  be  like  that  of  a  woman  in  labour, 

vaiYhub  fotTowj  as  die  f°r  a  ihort  time  has  (harp  pains,  and  great  anxi- 
bccaufe  her  hour  ety  of  mind  about  the  (Vent,  becaufe  according  to  God’s 
iicoiM!  but  »*-  ordination  on  account  of  the  firft  fin,  (Gen.  Hi.  16.)  the 
livcnd  1  of**  the  unavoidable  and  cxpefted  hour  of  dtdrefs  is  come  upon 
child,  the rcmcKi-  her :  But  as  foon  as  (he  is  fafeiy  delivered  of  a  man^hild, 
^re^fh0fotreth*  °^cr  having  brought  forth  the  defired  offspring 

thata maD°is jiorn  is  fo  great»  tl>«  no  longer  groans  or  complains,  or 
into  the  world.  reflects  with  any  uneafinefs  on  the  panes  (he  endured. 


Into  the  world.  reflects  with  any  uneafinefs  on  tne  pangs  (he  endured. 

it  Aodyc  now  aa  So  ye  now  for  a  little  while,  under  your  prefent 
rnTtintill  difraal  apprehenfiong  of  my  leaving  you,  and  by  means 
ftryouag-jn,  a[>d  of  the  fore  trials  that  are  juft  coming  upon  you,  are, 
your Lmrt dull ic-  and  will  be,  full  of  diftreu  and aneuifh  of  foul:  But  I 


tram  you* 


yofirbtanfluHrc-  and  will  be*  full  of  diftreu  aridanguilh  of  foul:  But  I 
^CenwoJ°ukrdI  ®x>n  r*turn  w  yon  in  perfon,  and  afterwards  by  my 
from  you.  Spirit,  with  dear  manifeflarions  of  my  triumphs  and  my 

love,  as  an  earned  of  your  being  with  me  for  ever}  and 
then  yc  (hall  forget  all  your  fotrows,  and  (hall  have  un- 
fpeakahle  joy  and  gladnefs  of  heart,  in  confidrration  of 
the  great  and  glorious  things  which  by  my  fofferings 
and  death  1  (hall  have  obtained  for  you ;  and  whatfoever 
men  of  devils  mavdefign,  or  attempt  againfl  you,  (**«■) 
none  of  them  (hall  ever  be  able  to  (hake  tbe  foundation. 


none  of  them  (hall  ever  be  able  to  (hake  tbe  foundation, 
or  rob  you  of  your  fpiritual  and  eternal  joy. 

,3‘Vii’nv’,t  a3  And  in  this  time  of  great  confoJation,  under  the 
nothing  Wily  and  influence  of  my  Spirit,  ye  (hall  neither  need 
verity  i  fay  unto  my  corporal  prefence  with  you,  nor  have  opportunities 
f 'aUa'k *i hcFa^  °*  ute  *  queftions,  for  relieving  your  doubts  and 

tber’inmyntoir  and  informing  you  about  the  things  of  my 

he  will  giver; you. .  kingdom,  as  ye  have  been  wonr,  and  are  now  deiirous 
to  do,  (ver.  19.)  As  I  told  you  (ver.  16.)  that  1  am 
going  to  the  Father;  fo  1,  wljo  am  Truth  ttfelf,  folemnly 
allure  you,  that  whatfoever  ye,  by  the  afliflance  of  the 
Spirit,  (hall  afterwards  aft;  my  Father  and  yout  Father, 
with  faith  in  my  name,  as  your  only  Mediator,  High- 
Pried  and  Advocate,  he  will  readily  grant  it  to  you  on 


Pricft  and  Advocate,  he  will  readily  grant  it  to  you  on 
my  account. 

>4  Hitherto  have  24  Hitherto,  whild  I  have  been  with  you,  ye,  un- 
ye  nked  nothing  gef  y0ur  grcat  darknefe  and  difficulties,  doubts  and 

fears. 


NOTE. 

*  Hw  is  a  plain  reference  to  their  want-  mcMiompg  this  here,  firm*  to  be,  hewufr 
jntr  foaiVInm  vhit  he  by  a  &Mle  he  wu  then  going  part  icul arty  to  recommend 


jn*;  f<k  aik  lum  what  nc  me4i>t  by  a  htue  lie  wu  then  going  particularly  to  recommcfui 
"irfi/e,  flee.  (wr.  ip,)  There  tt  is  faid,  rAtior  the  Father's  love  to  them,  [vtr*  itf,  17*}  and 
aviw  vtre  t*  afi  him :  to  give  them  a  hint  of  the  tyrfpel-fcbcme  of 

And  here  Chtift  hyi,  f*u  rfiirinti  vom,  wori)tip,  with  regard  10  hjs  mediation, thrar** 


pt  f:sU  j fk  j»t  narm**  But  he  U  far  from  w  tare  aertfs  sne  Spirit  to  tbt  ta- 

drTigmng  hy  this,  to  torbM  their  praying  to  i/yrt  (Epk  iu  jB,)  And  a*  tne  difcipfcs  did 
him  i  For  not  only  Stephen.  and  the  apcffle?  a*h  him  quefliont  dfttr  Ms  refuircftiotij 


did  tWa  after  Jie  was  jjouc  to  hearm  1  bat  it  xku  if*  and  dels  L  6.)  I  think  tbt&f  men- 

t. _ _ A _ .r  .* _ 1  _ 1: _ 1  .  *■  J.i ^ 


Is  made  the  diflioguilhinK  rhararttT  of  Chr,f*  fhnrd  here,  and  in  vrr*  1 6*  refers  rather  tv» 


tuns,  *that  rhey  caH  vpon  i'm,  ort  upon  it's  the  time  of  bis  pcuri=g  out  the  Spirit r  thin 
■ffmc,  t%  14*  Horn*  x*  11,  13,  14,  axi  of  his  perfonal  appearing  to  them  t-iicr 
1  Csr- 1.  1*)  Tne  mfein  of  our  Lord's  not  raiirrecHoa. 


Cb.  xvi.  7fc  EvangeRJi  John  parapbrafed, 

inmyn»™e:  »I<»  fears,  have  on  all  occasions  had  recourfe  to  me;  and,  in 
your  addrcffe*  to  God  the  Father,  ye  have  not  applied 
joy  may  u  full,  to  him  with  any  exprcSs  mention  of  my  name ;  nor  have 
ye  well  understood  the  grounds  of  worshipping  him  in 
that  manner,  fo  as  to  plead  and  depend  upon  my  me¬ 
rit  and  righteoufnefs,  and  my  interest  with  Him  for  you : 
But  henceforth,  in  all  your  wants,  prcfent  your  peti¬ 
tions  and  pleas  with  faith  in  my  atonement  and  advo¬ 
cacy,  which  Shall  be  hereafter  fully  revealed ;  and  he 
will  certainly  return  an  anfwcr  of  peace,  that  your  ho¬ 
ly  joy  may  be  daily  increasing,  till  at  length  it  Shall  be 
as  abundant  and  complete,  as  ye  yourfelves  can  wifli  for, 
or  be  capable  of. 

ijHidc things  35  Thefe  important  things  have  I  delivered  to  you  in 
havcHpaktnan-  pithy  fentences,  which,  by  reafou  of  your  pre- 

th«  rime  ramtth  lent  ignorance,  Sorrows  and  prejudices,  are  as  obfeure 
«b<n  I  dull  no  to  you  as  parables  are  to  thofe  that  do  not  undrrftand 
mor*  fpmk  onto  tjjcm .  t},e  time  is  now  coming  on  apace,  when 
but  Mull  (hew  you  my  Spirit  Shall  fo  clearly  enlighten  the  eyes  of  your  un- 
plainly  at  the  Fa-  det  Handing,  and  lead  you  into  the  whole  fcheme  of  the 
jher>  gofpe!,  that  what  1  have  faid,  and  Shall  further  com¬ 

municate  to  you  by  him,  will  no  longer  appear  dark 
and  myflerious  like  a  parable ;  but  1  wilt  then  make  a 
free,  open,  and  full  difeovery  of  my  Father ;  of  his  gra¬ 
cious  counfels  and  will  concerning  you  and  the  whole 
church;  of  the  nature  and  deGgn  of  my  Sufferings  and 
death;  of  the  reafons  of  my  going  to  him;  of  the  bu- 
Slnefs  which  I  go  to  tranSaCt  with  him  ;  of  the  confi¬ 
dence  which  on  thefe  accounts  ye  may  hare  towards 
him ;  and  of  the  way,  in  which  ye  are  to  addrefs  him 
through  me,  lor  obtaining  all  the  blefiings  ye  need, 
id  At  that  day  26  At  that  time,  when  I  Shall  be  with  my  Father, 
ye  ihdl  nk  la  my  anj  tj,e  Spirit  Shall  come  down  upon  you,  ye  by  his  af- 
not  onto  you,  that  finance  Shall  offer  up  ail  your  petitions,  with  an  expli* 
I urill pny ibe  Fa-  ch  mention  of  my  name,  and.  with  an  entire  truft  and 
thcr  for  you :  confidence  in  me,  as  having  made  atonement  on  earth, 

and  as  interceding  in  heaven:  And  i  need  not  tell  you, 
nor  do  1  infift  upon  it  now,  as  1  have  before,  ( chap . 
xiv.  1 6.);  that  while  ye  thus  addrefs  a  throne  of  gtacc 
in  my  name,  I  will  be  your  great  Advocate  to  recommend 
your  perfons  and  prayers  to  the  Father’s  acceptance. 

*7  For  the  Fi*  37  F°r  the  heart  of  myFather  himfelf  is  toward  yon, 
thtr  himfelf  lo-  as  a  God  of  peace  thro*  my  blood  ;  and  he,  in  the  grear- 
vcih  you,  bcoiufe  ncf$  0f  1,13  Jove  to  you,  will  readily  hear  your  prayers 
!S<t  havchdiewi  that  Shall  be  in  this  manner  prefented  to  him,  becaufe 
that  1  came  out  ye  are  indeed  my’difciples,  that  hare  a  fmeerc  afletHron 
from  God.  forme,  Springing  from  that  faith  whereby  ye  believe 
in  me  as  bis  only  begotten  Son,  who  came  from  him  to 

be 
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1  forth 
from  the  father, 
and  im  onw  inro 
r+K  tor1?l:  a^ain/l 

leave  the  wurJti, 
i*nd  go  to  tilt  l  a* 
t)«r* 

*t  ■ 


faiil  unto  him , 
Xyo,  now  fpeakrtf 
ihou  piling,  and 
fpcitkcd  qo  pro-' 
verb. 


V>  NVtwa re  we 
fun  th«  thou 
knourOaifthings, 
and  neodeft  not 
that  any  man 
fhouM  ask  ih«  : 
Kv  vtc  believe 
th'tu  ctmeft 
forth  fret;!  God. 


11  Teftis  anfwer- 
fd  thr^t,  I)(?  ye 
gov  hdkye  ? 


|g  {kjipld*  lit* 
*  "  hour 


FA*  EvangeBji  John  parapbrafed V  Ch.  xvi, 

be  the  Saviour  of  Ifrael :  He  has  the  greateft  delight  in 
thofe,  ytho  thus  by  faith  and  lure  embrace  roe*  in  whom 
he  is  well  pleafed. 

28  To  fum  up  all  that  I  have  been  laying*  in  a  few 
words*  it  is  plainly  this;  I*  who  was  witb  the  Father 
from  ererlafting,  voluntarily  came  forth  from  him  into 
this  world,  in  a  way  of  peculiar  manifeftatton  and  ope¬ 
ration  ;  and  having  gone  through  my  great  work*  in  % 
Date  of  humble  obedience  and  fufferings  on  earth*  I 
now  am  taking  leave  of  this  lower  world*  and  return¬ 
ing  home  again  to  my. Father,  that  I  may  be  glorified 
syich  him,  may  manage  and  A  cure  the  concerns  of  the 
redeemed  in  heaven,  and  by  my  Spirit  may  apply  my 
purebafe  to  them  on  earth  for  their  falvation*  Why 
then,  upon  the  whole,  fhould  your  hearts  be  troubled* 
or  afraid  ?  (chap,  xiv*  .1,  27.) 

2Q  Our  bleficd  Lord  having  fpoke  in  this  plain  and 
comfortable  manner  to  his  dtfciples ;  they  at  length  un* 
derftpod  him  to  mean,  that  he  was  going  to  be  glorified 
with  his  Father  in  heaven,  and  cried  out  with  ecflacy 
and  affurance,  Nbw  we  clearly  take  in  the  true  fenfe  of 
thy  difeourft,  and  it  is  no  longer  a  dark  faying  to  us. 

30  We  2 re  now  likewjfe  fully  fatisfied,  that  thou 
haft  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  things,  even  to  the  very 
fecrets  of  our  hearts :  And  tho'  we  were  afraid  to  tell 
thee  the  perplexity  of  pur  minds,  and  how  defirous  we 
were  { ver .  19.)  to  alk  thee  about  the  very  thing  which 
thou  h aft  now  explained  to  us;  we  now  find  that  thou 
didft  not  need  to  be  informed  of  our  thoughts,  but  haft, 
,  f  rhine  own  accord,  as  exa£Hy  and  dire&ly  anfwered 
the  queftion,  that  was  in  our  hearts,  as  if  we  had  ex- 
prefled  it  in  words:  By  this  evident  proof  which  thou 
baft  given  of  thy  divine  omnife tenet,  we  are  throughly 
confirmed  in  our  faith,  that  thou  art  indeed  the  Son  of 
Gqd,  whp  came  ft  from  him,  and  art  returning  again 
to  him, 

3*  Jefus  however  knowing  that  their  faith  was  not 
fo  ftrortg  and  ftedfaft  as  they  imagined,  andr  hat,  nor- 
withftanding  their  prefent  confidence  it  would  foon  be 
fh;ikrn  again,  replied,  Are  ye  now  at  laft,  as  ye  ought 
to  have  been  before,  fo  clearly  apprehenGve,  ana  fo  w*Il 
affured  of  what  I  havefaid?  And  is  your  faith  fo  fully 
Confirmed  in  me,  that  ye  think  yourfclvcs  eftabllftied  in 
it  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  neyer  to  be  daggered  more  ?  A- 
las!  ye  arc  much  miftaken. 

32  Obfcrve  what  I  fay  to  you,  for  your  humbling, 
vnchfulnefs  and  caution*  and  for  further  proof  of  my 
divine  omuifcience  with  regard  to  what  w///  Af,  as  wel( 


Ch.  ivi. 


The  EvangeUfi  John  parapbrafed* 
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me. 


H  Theft  thing! 
!  have  fpoken  od- 
t^yoUfthitin  me 
je  might  have 
ptacei  In  ihe 
world  yefbaU  have 
tribulation  :  but 
be  of  good  efreer, 
l  have  overcome 
the  world. 


b<mr Cometh, yea,  _as  is  in  your  hearts  :  The  time  is  juft  at  hind,  yea,  is 

yeftill  hefottCT^  TCI7  near»  t*lat  ‘n  a  manner  it  may  be  faid  to  be  al- 
t-d  every  man  tn  ready  come,  when  ye  will  all  be  difperfed,  and  fltulk 
Uis  own,  and  ftioil  about  in  a  fright  among  year  friends  to  provide  for  yonr 
*n*i  y«  t  IFX  own  ^***7*  according  to  former  prophecy,  {Ztcb.  xiii, 
a!.™*, hetaafe the  7.};  and  not  one  of  you  wilt  dare  to  accompany,  own, 
Fuher  h  with  or  bear  witnefe  to  me:  And  yet,  defthine  as  I  (hall  be 
left  by  you,  I  never  am,  nor  then  {hall  be  alone,  be* 
caufe  my  Father  and  I,  being  intimately  and  infoparably 
united,  are  ever  prefenr  one  with  the  other ;  and  tho* 
he,  as  a  Judge,  will  with-fiold  the  comforts  of  his  pre* 
fence  from  me,  .who  am  come  to  bear  the  (ins  of  many; 
yet  he  will  continue  to  be  with  me,  *  aa  a  Father,  to 
aftift  and  own  me,  and  carry  me  through  all  the  con* 
(lifts  which  I  have  confented  to  undergo,  as  his'fer* 
vant,  that  be  may  be  glorified.  {Ifa,  1.  7.) 

33  Now  all  thefe  things  have  I  delivered  to  yon  in 
my  farewell  fermon,  that 'by  virtue  of  your  union  with 
me,  and  by  faith  in  me,  ye  may  find  the  nobleft  peace 
with  God,  and  poflefs  your  own  fouls  in  quietnds  and. 
patience:  Te  may  fee,  by  what  Lhave  faid,  that  while 
ye  are  in  this  world,  great  troubles  and  persecutions  for 
my  fake,  will  attend  you  ;  but  do-notbe  diflieartened  at 
them,  (twfwnrr)  confide  in  me,  and  be  courageous  in 
hope  of  an  happy  event :  For  as  1  have  weathered  all 
oppoGtion  from  raeirand  devils,  and  come  off  with  vic¬ 
tory  hitherto;  fo,  by  my  death  and  refurreftion,  alcon- 
fton  to  heaven,  exaltation  to  my  throne,  and  effuGoo 
.of  my  Spirit,  lam  jo  ft  now  going  to  obtain  an  entire 
conqueft  over  the  world,  and  every  thing  elfe,  which 
ftands  in  the  way  of  your  falvation,  that  1  and  you  may 
dwell  together  in  my  Father's  houfe,  where,  as  1  told 
ypu  at  the  beginning  of  this  difcoorfe,  1  am  going  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you.  {chap,  xiy.  a.) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  often  are  wc  forrowful  at  thofc  things  at  which  we  ought  to  Tcjoice  I 
How  much  better  is  it  for  us,  that  thrift  is  now  exalted  on  his  throne,  than 
that  he  Ihouldhave  always  continued  to  be  pcrfonalfy  prelent  on  earth!  And  O 
how  divinely  great  and  glorious  is  be,  who  came  from  the  Father,  and  whole 
human  nature  is  now  removed  from  oar  world,  and  jjrme  to  heaven.  He  is  pof- 
feflud  of  all  the  fame  perfections,  and  is  Lord  proprietor,  and  difpofer  of  all  the 
fame  things  with  the  Kalher  htmfelf;  and  be  fends  his  Spirit  to  carry  on  his  work 
itt  the  world,  and  know  all  things,  even  the  fprerets  of  our  hearts.  With  what 
tafety  then  may  we  believe  in  him  How  equally  divine  is  the  fpirit  of  truth, 
who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Father  and  Sou,  and  with  their  whole" tlefiyn, 
and  who  freely  comes  from  them,  to  acquaint  us  with  alt  needful  truth,  audio  glo¬ 
rify  Chrift  hy  acting  in  his  name,  and  taking  of  his  things,  which  arc  atfo  the 
Father’s,  and  J  he  wing  them  to  us  1  And  how  efficacioully  doth  he  convince  apn- 

■  ft  ate 

NOTE. 

V  This  interpretation  cafilftteodciki  what  fiifTcrings  and  death,  with  his  faying  on  the 

<;Ur  Lord  hen:  iiys  a  tv  tut  bis  not  being  ek*t,  Cmfs,  My  Cod,  my  Gid,  "Orhy  knji  lboq  fit- 

uifi  the  hatccr*t  $r*tg  vrtb  id  fii*  la  ft  fotai  me;  {sftaUh*  jtxvu*  4$-J 
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Sate  men  of  fin*  righteoo&efe*  and  judgment !  O  Hcflcd  work !  May  it  faring- 
ly  prevail  in  onr  hearts,  and  fpread  far  and  vide  through  our  world  1  But  how 
ignorant  and  dull  of  underltanding  are  we*  and  how  indolent  in  our  inquiries  af¬ 
ter  the  tnoft  important  things,  which,  how  plainly  (bever  they  be  delivered  to 
us,  appear  as  obfeure  as  parables,  til!  Chrift  open*  the  eyes  of  out  mind* !  Ami 
what  an  excellent  teacher  is  our  Lord,  who  fiuts  his  iuftniftiotis  to  our  circum- 
fiances*  capacities  and  occaOcm&j  and  to  what  he  knows  to  be  the  diftrdfes  and 
defircs  of  our  hearts  !  How  foon  can  he  (batter  all  our  darkneft,  and  turfl  our 
forrovr  into  joy,  into  fiich  joy  as  no  man  can  take  from  us,  and  as  (halt 
grow  up  to  full  perfeftion !  But  alas !  when  we  tbiok  our  fahh  is  ftron^rft,  the 
greatest  teroptatione  arc  often  ncareft ;  and  therefore  we  ftould  not  be  fdf-coit- 
fident,  but  give  ourftlvea  unto  prayer:  And  what  rich  encouragement  have  we 
for  this,  finee  the  Father  bimfelf  loves  them  that  believe  in  his  Son,  and  is  well 

S leafed  with  their  love  to  him !  But  as  it  is  only  on  his  account,  that  God  h  our 
athcr  and  friend,  how  carefully  foonld  we  always  addrefs  the  throne  of  grace, 
with  a  diredt  eye  To  Jefus,  and  with  explicit  pleadings  of  his  name,  as  our  great 
Mediator,  according  to  the  iettlement  of  gofpel-woHKip;  and  with  what  hum¬ 
ble  confidence  may  wc  depend  upon  an  anfwer  of  fuch  believing  pleas  through 
him  I— This  world  is  a  foenc  of  farrow *  and  what  if  we  meet  with  great  tribu¬ 
lations  in  it  for  Chrifi’s  f*kc  l  It  is  only  from  men  that  know  not  God,  and  it  is 
no  more  than  our  Lord  himfclf  foretold  would  be  :  We  Ibould  therefore  be  fo 
for  from  being  djfheartened  and  ftumbled  at  this,  that  our  faith  ibould  be  the 
more  confirmed  io  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  by  it:  And  what  can  be  a  greater 
comfort  under  it,  than  the  peace  that  he  has  prorntfed  to  give,  and  the  victory 
that  he  has  obtained  over  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world  for  us,  that  we  may  alfb 
overcome  them  by  faith  m  him  !  And  if  we  arc  deferted,  even  by  our  friends, 
in  the  days  of  onr  greatest  tribulation,  we  may  encourage  ourfelves  in  this,  that 
we  ihall  not  he  alone,  but  Chrift  and  his  Father  will  be  with  us  by  the  spirit,  to 
fopport  and  own  us,  and  carry  us  Cafe  to  glory. 


CHAP,  xvn. 

€ur  Lord's  prayer  before  bis  deaths  fir  bimfsif%  1,-5*  For  all  that 
were  already  called^  6y — io,  Mofi  immediately  for  the  apofties*  that 
they  might  he  preferved  and  JanUiJUdy  11,-19.  ^or  the  whole 
churchy  as  welt  as  iheapojtUsy  that  they  might  he  united  and  gbri - 
fedt  20, — 24.  And  particularly  again  fir  the  apofiU*%  25,  26- 


Tbit. 

T1HF.SE  words 
*  fpake  Jefos, 
abd  tittup  bUeycs 
to  haven,  ud 
fold.  Father,  the 

hoariscotnq  rlo- 
lif]f  lily  Sod,  that 
thj 


Paraphrase, 

/*\  U  R  bleffcd  Lord  having  given,  his  difciplcs 
a  farewell  fermon,  clofed  it  with  a  parting  prayer, 
in  which  he,  like  an  affectionate  dying  parent,  com¬ 
mitted  his  family,  and,  like  a  merciful  and  faithful 
high-prieft,  recommended  the  a po files,  and  the  whole 
church,  to  bis  Father,  and  therein  gave  a  fpecimen  of 
the  continual  intercetBon  which  be  was  going  to  make 
for  them  in  heaven.  He  therefore  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
with  great  (olemnity,  to  the  habitation  of  God’s  glory, 
and  poured  out.  the  defires  of  bis  heart  in  the  following 
manner,  faying,  **  O  my  Father,  the  fee  time  agreed  u- 
pon  in  eternal  counfels,  for  finifhing  my  courfe  of  o- 
bedience  and  fufferings  on  earth,  is  now  come;  own 
me,  1  bcfeecb  thee,  as  the  Son  ;  fupport  me  under  mv 

lull 
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thy  Son  aUo  may 
glorify  thee* 


1  As  thou  haft 
j\iven  him  power 
overall  fhlh|  that 
he  Ihould  give  e- 
tcrnal  life  to  u 
many  asthoo  haft 
given  him* 


j  And  this  t* 
life  eternal,  that 
they  might  know 
thee  the  only  true 
God,  and  Jefus 
Chrifl  whom  thou 
haft  SknU 


*IhiTeglorifitd 
tbcc  on  checarth: 

J 


lad  agonies;  and  give  ine  fuch  a  triumphant  viGtmy 
over  death  and  the  grave,  and  all  the  powers  of  dark* 
nefe,  as  fltall  iffue  in  tby  receiving  me  up  to  glory; 
that  I,  thine  own  eternal  Son,  may  honour  alt  thy  per* 
fe£Hons  by  my  death,  and  then,  being  exalted  at  tby 
right  handy  may  fpread  thy  glory,  by  my  word  and 
Spirit,  through  the  world  5 

1  *c  According  to  the  defign,  for  which  rhoo,  in  am- 
federation  of  my  fulfilling  my  engagements  to  thee,  haft 
given  me  an  univerfal,  abfolute  dominion  over  all  the 
perfons  and  concerns  of  the  *  fallen  race  of  mankind, 
that  I  might  authoritatively,  freely  and  efie&ually  be- 
flow  the  great  Welling  of  eternal  life,  with  all  the  mean* 
tending  to  ir,  upon  every  one,  whom,  in  the  greatnefs 
of  thy  love,  thou,  haft  committed,  as  a  peculiar  pro¬ 
perty,  truft  and  treafure  to  me- 

3  **  And  the  way  to  this  eternal  life,  the  beginnings 
andeamelbof  it,  the  evidences  of  right  and  title  to 
it,  and  the  complete  enjoyment  of  it,  lye,,  not  ooly  in 
their  approving  and  fiducial  knowledge  of  thee,  under 
the  character  of  the  only  true  and  faithful  God,  in  + 
oppofition  to  all  other  gods  ;  but  alfo  in  the  like  know¬ 
ledge  of  me,  the  anointed  Saviour,  whom  thou  haft 
fentinto  the  world,  under  the  charter  of  the  only 
true  mediator,  in  oppofition  to  all  other  mediators,  or 
other  ways  of  approaching  thee,  and  finding  acceptance 
with  thee. 

4  “  I  have  all  along  invariably  intended  and  difplayed 
thy  glory,  in  the  whole  of  my  doctrine,  miracles,  and 
life,  and  am  ready  to  honour  all  thy  perfe£tions  on 

earth. 


NOTES. 


*  Atlftifi  is  cowtnoijlyafedinftriptiirc  to  fen  people  In  this  prayer,  that  ware  commit- 
dcfcfibe  the  human  race,  a*  frail,  mortal*  and  ted  to  hit  change,  as  the  great  Shepherd  of 
degenerateby  the  fall;  and  though  thephrafe,  the  Ibrep  ;  in  ftunc  ports  of  which  he  had  a 
As  mam  as  then  haft  five*  me7  may  have  a  itfpeft  ce>  all  dial  were  then  already  called, 
particular rtfped  10 ifir apofties,  aa  included  whether apoftkeorotherbetievers; in  others, 
in  that  number;  yet  it  is  motto  be  confined  particularly  to  the  apoftles  and  their  office; 
to  them,  much  left  is  ir  to  be  referred  mere-  and  in  others,  lo  the  whole  number  of  the 
ly  to  their  office ;  For  power  over  aU  fklh  deft,  including  thoft  that  were  to  be  catted, 
w  given  to  Chrift,  that  be  might  pvt  tit r-  a»  well  as  thofe  that  were  already  called,  that 
mi  fife  to  thefe  many !  but  firdy  eternal  they  might  he  eternally  fayed. 

Life  is  given  by  him  to  more  than  the  apo*  |  That  our  bkfitd  Lord  here  fpcaksof  the 
flics :  tftd  he  had  not  this  office-power  over  only  true  God,  in  diftintiion  from  idols,  and 
all  things  to  give  eternal  life  merely  in  them,  not  to  the  exclufron  of  himfetf,  appears  from 
whole  number  was  lb  fnnll,  as  hardly  to  ad-  his  fpeahwg  of  hirofelf,  as  the  ohjeft  of  the 
mit  of  propriety  to  meaning  them  only,  by  fame  fiducial  knowledge  with  the  Father,  and 
the  matn  that  were  given  to  him:  Gar  Lord  from  his  diftingmftfmg  himfclf  from  tlie  Fa- 
therefore  exprtfsly  tells  a*,  that  he  prayed  oat  tha\  not  hy  any  eflcmial  title,  but  merely 
fir  the  aptfiUs  shat,  hut  fir  them  atfi  that  by  his  elfice-charefler,  vtz.Jefit  Cbrifl^hom 
believe  QB  him  thr*r*£h  their  writ,  that  thou  baft  fiat.  And  the  tune  apoftk,  who 
they  ail  mfr hi  be  cnet  and  m:*ht  he  - nth  him,  recorded  ibfc  prayer,  dtpreftly  faysof  Chrift , 
1 vhtre  he  h*  to  hhtid  ins  gkrj:  ( ver ,  an,  it ,  This  it  the  trw  Gad,  and  eternal  Rfi,  in  opjw 
14.)  So  tbst  Clirift  rt-jrtkii  aU  God's  rim-  feion  to  idek.,  i  Job  v.  *o,  ai* 


4<So 
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Ihavefinilhrf  the 
work  which  thou 
ganA  mC  to  do 


S  Anil  now*  O 
Father  ,  glorify 
thou  me  with 
thine  own  fcl f# 
with  the  glory 
which  I  had  with 
thee  before  the 
world  was. 


9  I  hare  nun!- 
felTed  thy  ns  roe 
onto  the  .men 
which  thou  ga* 
veil  me  out  of  the 
world:  thine the^ 
were, and  thou  g*- 
vefhherotDc;  and 
they  have  'fcrpt 
thy  word. 


earth,  by  my  death,  which  1  am  fo  fully  refolded  upon, 
and  which  will  be  fo  certainly,  and  fo  foon  accomplish* 
ed,  that  I  may  fpeak  of  it,  as  if  it  were  already  over  » 
and  I  have  thereby  perfected  the  great  work 

of  redemption,  anfwerable  to  the  utmoft  demands  of 
thy  juftice  and  to  the  trull,  which  thou  didft  repofe  in 
me*  as  the  bead  and  furcty  of  the  church. 

5  **  And  now,  O  my  heavenly  Father,!  plead,  that, 
according  to  thy  engagements  to  me,  thou  woukllt 
advance  my  incarnate  perfon  to  the  higheft  glory  at  thy 
right  band,  where  I  may  appear  in  human  nature,  and 
in  the  mediatorial  office,  like  rayfelf,  and  may  (hine 
in  all  that  divine  majefty,  which  has  been  obfciircd.  in 
my  (late  of  humiliation  on  earth,  and  which  I  was 
po defied  of,  together  with  thyfelf,  from  all  eternity. 

6  **  As  to  all  my  fincere  *  difeiples,  whom  thou  hall 
made  my  peculiar  charge,  by  way  of  difcn&ion  from 
mankind  in  general,  I  have  already  begun  to  give  them 
a  fpiritnal  under  (landing  of  thine  excellencies,  of  my 
relation  to  thee,  and  commiflion  from  thee,  and  of  thy 
mind  aqd  will  about  their  falvatjon  :  They  were  origi¬ 
nally'  thine  by  peculiar  and  eternal  choice,  as  wfcll  as 
by  creation- right  £  and  thou  givelt  them  to  me,  that  I 
might  take  effe&ual  care  of  them  ;  and  they,  under  my 
powerful  influence  upon  their  hearts,  have  embraced, 
and  adhered  to  the  tellimony  which  thou  hall  given  to 
me,  and  to  the  do£Uine  which  1  have  delivered  from 
thee. 


y  Now  they 
(live  known  that 
ill  thin**  wh*tfo- 
acr  ihou  haft  gi¬ 
ven  iue  are  of 
thee, 

S  For  f  have  ci- 
veouatothtmLne 
word*  which  thou 
givtti  me  ;  and 
they 


7  “  They  now  have  been  brought  to  underftand,  and 
believe  that  all  things,  which  I,  as  Mediator,  have  un¬ 
dertaken,  taught  and  performed,  are  by  thine  appoint¬ 
ment  and  commiffion,  and  are  the  fruits  of  thy  infi¬ 
nite  wifdom  and  fovereign  grace.' 

8  **  For  1  have  effectually  revealed  to  them  thofe  my- 
(teries  of  the  kingdom,  relating  to  my  perfon  - office 
and  benefits,  which  thou  hall  (authorized  me  to  make 
known  for  their  inftrudion  and  edification  \  and  they, 
by  the  internal  light  and  energy,  that  attended  my 
words,  have  cordially  entertained  them  with  faith  and 

love. 


N  O  T  B. 

*  Tnouffh  this  part  of  Chrift**  prwci,  to  thing}  more  peculiar  to  the  apollleii  And 
the  end  or  to,  may  have  a  principal  Ms  (peaking  of  whit  he  had  done,  tn  the  (h* 
teference  w  the  apoftlei;  yet  I  take  it  to  ex-  vmg  ULuroinath>n  of  ill  thefit  convert*,  may 
fcnd.li^u-if;  to  the  (eventy,  and  to  all  that  very  wtll  be  conftdcrcd  as  a  fpccivnen  of  hrt 
had  hicn  ilrc^dy  eiT«Audly  called  under  lit  hitmulnef^  in  what  he  would  likewife  <l»t 
minifh'y  :  For  th<«  fee  mi  to  be  nothing  pe-  in  proper  forftm,  for  alt  the  rdl,  that  the 
ruli-uf  in  ihc  apeftto,  till  we  come  tovtr,  it,  Father  had  given  him*  efpecialiy  (ircchctki- 
wrljTrc  our  Lord  begins  tn  (peak  more  tron>*-  fcs  this  part  of  his  prayer  with  faying,  (wr, 
°f  *hem,  a*  appnn  to  me  hy  his  to.i  Ail  tmmt  ere  /*«(**  a*4  ihitrt  ate  , 
inenr  adering  the  pronoun,  frbm  (*at«)  fhrr*  ana  I  am  g&rijicd  or  ftan,  bee  the  pole  oil 
t'*  C*f;0  then  going  on  to  mctuldu  v«r,  ac. 
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they  hire  rei¬ 
ved  them  ,  and 
have  known  furc- 
ly  that  I  came  out 
f h>m  thee,  and 
they  hzTc  believed 
that  thou  didfi 
fend  me* 
p  I  pray  for 
them :  E  pixy  not 
for  the  world,  blit 
for  them  which 
thou  haft  given 
me;  for  they  art 
thine. 

10  And  all  mine 
are  thine  ■,  and 
thine  are  mine  j 
and  I  am  glorified 
in  them* 


1 1  And  now  I 
am  no  more  in  the 
world,  but  the  lb 
are  in  the  world, 
and  t  come  tothoe* 
Holy  father,  keep 
thro1  thine  own 
name  thole  whom 
thou  haft  given 
mej-hat  they  may 
It  one,  a«  we  are. 


lore,  and  accordingly  have  been  well  allured  in  their 
own  minds  and  conferences,  that  I,  as  a  divine  perfon, 
came  into  this  world  from  thee,  {chap,  xvi,  30.)  and 
they  have  fivingly  believed  in  me,  astbe  true  Meiliib, 
whom  thou  haft  lent. 

9  “  I  therefore  affectionately  recommend  them  to  thy 
fatherly  care  for  perfecting  every  thing  that  concerns 
them,  my  prayer  being  defigned,  not  univerfally  for  all 
mankind,  but  only  for  thole  whom  thou,  in  tby  pecu¬ 
liar  love  to  me  and  them, haft  committed  to  my  charge  ; 
for  they  are  hy  eternal  choice  and  defignarton  thine. 

10  “  And  onr  joint  intereft  in  them,  anfwcrable  to 
the  original  communion  that  we  have  one  with  the  o- 
ther  *  in  all  things,  is  fo  entirely  and  infeparably  the 
fame  ;  that  all  whom  thou  hall  given  me  are  ftill  as 
much  as  ever  thine,  and  all  that  thou  haft  chofen  for 
thyfelf  are  equally  mine  $  our  poperty  in  them  is  not 
divided,  nor  transferred  from  one  of  us  to  the  other, 
but  is  common  to  us  both :  It  is  therefore  for  them, 
who  are  both  thine  and  mine,  that  I  pray  ;  and  I,  to¬ 
gether  with  thee,  am,  and  for  ever  (hall  he,  glorified 
in  their  redemption,  and  effectual  calling,  in  their  faith, 
love,  worlhip  and  obedience,  and  in  th'cir  eternal  glo¬ 
rification  with  thee  and  me. 

1 1  **  And  now  the  time  is  come,  when  I  muft  die  a 
facrifice  for  their  fins,  and  (hall  afterwards  be  hut  a 
little  longer  with  any  of  them  corporally  in  this  world, 
to  inllruct,  defend  and  comfort  them;  but  ( «»■•*) 'thefc  f 
my  apolHes;  here  prefent  with  me,  as  well  as  the  tell 
of  my  difciples,  are  ftill  to  be  left,  for  a  while,  in  a 
world  of  fin  and  forrow,  attended  with  many  in  fir  mi* 
ties,  temptations  and  dangers :  And  as  I  am  coming  - 
to  appear  in  thy  pretence  for  them,  therefore,  O  my 
Father,  who  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity, 

I  befeech  thee,  thar,  after  my  departure,  thou  wouldlt 
by  thy  mighty  power,  and  for  thine  own  name’s  fake, 
preferve  them  ftedfaft  in  their  faith  and  holy  profeflion, 
whom  thou  haft  appointed,  and  given  to  me  for  fpe- 


.NOTES. 

*  The  word*  (t*  tpv*  i ttt  t*  fans  who  were  given  to  Chrift  as  Mediator, 

ip* }  being  in  the  neuter  gender,  may  be  according  to  what  is  laid  in  the  cbfc  of  the 
liioft  properly  rendered,  cU  ffciqgr  that  arc  verfe,  abotirhfe  bring  glorified  {tv  av*^t 
mine  art  thine,  and  t  bat  art  i  tinea*  e  uuar :  And  the  malcutine  gender)  in  them :  For  none  hut 
thefc  are  very  high  and  fining  txprelGona,  a  divide  perfon  was  eqiftt  to  the  honour,  or 
too  grand  for  any  mere  creaitire  too fe,  as  in-  difficulty  of  To  impotent  a  troll,  a*  was 
titmting  the  all  things  wb&tfoerer,  indnfire  therein  committed  to  him. 
of  the  divine  nature,  perfection*  and  opera-  |  Here,  a$  I  apprehend,  our  hlrfled  SaH- 
ikuis,  and  of  all  citatum,  are  the  common  onr  enter*  on  his  prayer  imift  immediately 
property  of  the  Father  and  Son;  and  that  for  the  apoftles,  andfoon  to  vsrf  JJ*  Sre 
this  is  the  original  ground  of  that  peculiar  the  notes  on  viT*  (?,  ani  a:* 
proper?  y,  fiity  both  have  ia  the  per* 
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cial  fervice,  as  my  witnefles  and  chief  minifter*  in  my 
kingdom,  that  they  may  be  entirely  united  in  heart  and 
affic&ion,  teftimony,  intcreAs,  and  deiigns,  as  are  are 
in  ours. 

u.  While  I  ms  i  z  H  WhilH  l  have  been  perfimsHy  conrerfant  with 

wirhia^fc^T  ithLm  1^em *he  world)  i  have,  according  to  thy  com  million, 
fadi;  twJrnMfe  kept  them  from  apoftacy,  by  my  doctrine  and  example, 
that  thou  mdl  and  by  my  powerful  influence  upon  their  minds  and 
me  t  iMi"f  beam:  I  have  fo  fauhfully  watched  over,  eftabliflieil 
C  loIlT* but  the  and  preferred  them,  whom  thou  gaveft  me  for '  the  a- 
C>n  of  perdition :  paflklhip,  that  pot  one  of  them,  has  mifearried  *  ex- 
be*ftSS!  ceP£  th*  perfidious  Judas  who  has  forfaken  me,  and  js 
pr  *  gone  to  betray  me  to  death  ;  and  who  has  deferred,  and 

brought  deftrudion  upon  himfelf,  under  divine  pennif- 
fion,  in.  accomplifliment  of  antient  prediftions  of  his 
i  And  now  treachery  and  ruin,  PfaL  xii,  9.  and  cix.  8,  <bc. 
cone  I  to  tb«,  13  w  But  (*)  now  I  am  coming  to  be  glorified  with 
•nd  thrie things  1  .thee  in  heaven  >  and  as  my  apoftles  will  no  longer  en- 

rhS^thw*  nSSt  j0^  ^ene®t  my  company,  to  g*»de,  pfoteft  and 
h»«myjoyTuSl-  comfort  them,  I  make  this  addr els  to  thee  in  their  fa- 
kdSnthcmftlves.  vour,  and  in  their  hearing,  wbilft  1  am  with  them  in 
this  lower  world,  that  they  may  rejoice  in  hope,  accor¬ 
ding  to  my  promise,  of  thy  preferring,  teaching,  and 
comforting  them  by  tby  Spirit  in  my  abfence,  and  that 
their  joy  may  he  more  abundant,  tban  they  ever  found 
in  my  perfonal  prefence  with  them, 
t*  1  have  given  14  «  I  hare  given  them  an  underftanding  of,  and  a 
ST  conuniffion  to  preach  thy  gofpel  »  and  the  men  of  this 

hath  hated  them,  world,  whole  hearts  are  carnal  and  unbelieving,  are  full 
t,efiU!*,,hey  of  enmity,  rage  and  violence  againft  them,  hecaufe 
cvenutammtof  their  principles,  tempers  and  views  are  utterly  difagree- 
thc  world.  able  to  the  fentiments,  lulls  and  interefts  of  natural  and 
worldly  minded  men,  even  as  I  myfelf,  and  the  doc¬ 
trines  I  have,  preached,  are  contrary  to  their  corrupt 
judgment  and  tafte.  15  How- 

N  O  T  E. 

•If,  as  fame  fuppoft,  our  Lorain  theft  being  none  or  that  number.  But,  ukiii* 
Mr  let,  at  well  15  in  the  fortner  pari  of  hi*  this  part  of  CbrifTs  prayer,  from  the  ntii 
prayer,  intended  the  cleft  and  called*  whom  to  the  verfe,  to  have  an  immediate  re- 
the  Father  gave  him*  that  he  might  give  fertnre  to  the  ape as  fncbt  (fee  the  note s 
eternal  life  to  them ;  when  be  fays  that  on  ver*  6*  and  10.)  that  panicle  but  is  to  be 
ef  fern  is  hjh  but  the  fin  cf  perdition*  the  oonfidered  »n  the  exceptive  fenfe,  accordino 
particle  («r  j*n)  bat,  is  to  be  underftood  here*  to  the  i’araphrafe,  Judes  having  been  otte  of 
not  in  the  exceptive,  but  adverfttlve  ftnfc,  thdr  number,  who  irtre  diofen  to  the  apo- 
h  it  i|  often  ufed,  particularly  in  G&L  i,  7.  ftldhip,  though  our  Lord  knew  from  the 
sud  n.  1 6*  end  jfru*  1x^4.  and  xiL  if.  For  beginning,  that  he  would  betray  him, 
of  ill,  whom  the  Father  in  this  Tefpeft  had  vh  64.)  and  what  Chrifl  here  Ays, 
given  him,  be  iajs,  Jr  was  his  Father’s  will,  none  of  the  other  apolHei  being  loft,  H  mcn- 
that  he  foould  loft  nothing,  and  that  he  would  tloned  with  a  dire  ft  reference  to  them  in  the 
raife  everyone  of  them  At  the  laft  day,  {t,hap,  next  chapter,  8,  p.)  when  he  *ld:r:;ii 
vi.  jp,  40*)  And  io  the  ftoft  or  tbU  pdlkge  his  cnemkt  to  Ut  them  *9  tttfir  v*ajr  that  /> 
-will  be,  None  of  them,  whom  thou  haft  feft&g  might  be  fttffifea,  vfhkh  be  fink*,  Or 
ven  me,  that  I  might  give  them  eternal  ilft,  t  s;K  hi  tfcj  =zve* 

It  left }  but  the  fou  Qi  perdition  u  loft,  be 
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ij  I  pray  not 
that  thou  ttxwld* 
cCl  take  them  out 
of  the  world,  hat 
that  thou  Mould¬ 
ed  keep  them 
from  the  evil. 


tU  They  are  not 
ofthe  world,  even 
as  1  am  not  of  the 
world* 


jySin&fjfthem 

tliro*  thy  truth  ; 
thy  word  U  truth. 


15  **  However,  my  defirc  is  not  that  thou  wo  aid  ft  im. 
mediately  rid  my  difriples  of  all  their  troubles,  by  ta¬ 
king  them  from  earth- to  heaven,  or  (hat  thou  would  ft 
deprive  this  lower  world  of  fo  great  a  bldling,  as  their 
holy  lives  and  miniftrations ;  but  that  thou  wouldft  lup- 
port  them  under,  fanflify  to  them,  and  carry  them 
through  the  cruel  perfections  they  may  meet  with,  till 
they  have  finifhed  their  teftimony ;  as  alfo  from  the  ini¬ 
quity  and  error  in  which  the  world  lyes,  and  from 
that  evil  one,  the  devil,  (»»  w  that  none  of  his 
temptations  may  ever  prevail  again!!  them. 

16  u  They  are  already  of  fuch  a  religious  fpirit  and 
difpofition,  and  engaged  in  fucb  an  excellent  work  and 
canfe,  as  is  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  liking  of  the  gene* 
rality  of  this  world,  even  as  1  myfelf,  to'  whom  they 
are  herein  conformed,  have  been  before  them. 

iy  lc  Let  this  holy  temper  be  maintained,  cultivated 
and  increafed  in  them,  by  means  of  thy  word ;  and 
(ajraww)*  confecrate  them,  by  the  anointing  of  thy  Spi¬ 
rit  to  their  office,  and  for  tby  fervice,  ("  **  ***>*«  in 
propagating  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  which  they  are, 
and  (hall  be  further  inftru&ed  in  :  For  thy  word,  in 
the  faith,  profeffion  and  preaching  of  which  1  deli  re 


they  may  be  preferved,  is  infallible  and  important  truth, 
is  Asthoohaft  1  8  “  Accordingly,  as  thou  haft  fentmeintothe  world, 
wU'M*1*  1  fo*  a  comn“®on  10  preach  the  everla  fling  gofpel  to 

Ljvc  1  aifc  lent  mankind;  So  I  have  fent  them  with  authority,  as  my 


them  into 
world* 


the  amhaffadors,  to  go  00  with  the  fame  work,  wherever 
Providence  may  call  their  lot  on  earth,  after  my  depar¬ 


ture  from  it. 


19  And  for 
riicir  fdn  I  fruc¬ 
tify  myfelf,  tbit 
thrfiliomlght  be 

frnftificrj  thjnugb 

the  (nuh. 


1*  N'dthet  pray 


19  <(  And  one  great  reafon  for  which  I  have  devot¬ 
ed  myfelf  to  the  mediatorial  office,  and  am  going  to  he 
further  confec rated  to  it,  by  offering  up  myfelf  (VTiP 
avrtrt)  in  their  Head,  is,  that  they  by  the  merit  of  my 
death,  and  in  confeqence  of  it,  may  have  a  fupply  of 
the  Spirit  to  fanflify  them  throughout,  by  means  of  the 
gofpel  of  truth,  and  to  confecrate  and  qualify  them  for, 
and  affift  and  fucceed  them  in  preaching  it. 

20  Not  tfa&tl  prayonly  (»*?'  wu*)  for  theft  f  my  apo!H«; 

NOTES.  ^ut 


•  A*  (.Jr"'?*")  f*  /rrqnenlly  fig- 

ni6c«  to  confccnre,  ot  £a  apart  to  office;  and 
tJbc  prwfts  were  let  apart  ter  the  ferWcc  of 
(W,  by  offered  for  and  Iry  an 

holy  anointing  (Ex&L  xxjxi  J,  14^  11.  eed 
xxx.  30,)';  and  as  our  Lord,  ipcaktng  of  hi* 
cu  n  confccration  to  office,  by  the  femfke  of 
bimftlf,  { 1 wr.  ip  )  fry*,  for  thrtrfokct  I  fane- 
ilfo  mvftlf;  it  h  natural  to  take  in,  at  lea  ft, 
the  tiotitm  of  confccration  to  edict*  by  the 
;m witting  of  the  Spirit,  when  he  fpeaks  of 
finflify!Ti£  the  ipoftlcs  In  both  theft  ver fts  i 
l  have  -dvra  it  t!*c  turn  ih«  re- 


laces  to  real  holineft,  that  the  raider  may 
take  it  in  the  ioile  which  pleafts  him  bcA, 
f  Here  our  Lord  pafles  from  that  put  of 
hi*  prayer,  which  more  frrmediulcly  and  dh* 
rt&ly  mated  to  die  apnft'js,  by  uGn^  the 
fame  dlftia^ve  pronoun  <  the  genitive 
cafe  of  *1m)  tttft,  as  he  began  with,  (rr. 
11.  fee  the  note  on  vert  6,}  which  to  me  ii 
a  pjain  key  for  nnderfUndin^  if]  the  insciv 
maii ace  verics,  aa  having  a  peculiar  reference 
to  them,  who  arc  evidently  fpoke-n  of  in  this 
vttfc  as  the  perfons .  thnx^h  ivbdb  word 
others  Ihould  bcliqrrc-  in  him* 
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I  for  theft  alone,  but  likewife  for  all  thofe,  who  1  know  lhall  henceforth, 
t™*  *°r  /v*n*  m  this  and  fucceeding  generations,  be  brought  to  fa¬ 
il*^  nlTihr?  Ting  faith  in  me,  by  means  of  their  publication  of  the 
their  word:  gofpeL 

«,  Tb«t  ibey  ^ i  M  Mv great  petition  is *,  that  the  whole  number  of 
rtiw^Mhei^  believers  now,  and  in  after  ages,  may  be  joined  toge- 
ia  me,  ud  I  in  theras  one  body,  in  faith  and  love,  worflup  andobedi- 
tbec;  that  they  al>  roce by  one  fpirit,  in  as  near  a  refemblance  as  poflibls 
BKthliubc  w*rld  of  that  infeparable  union,  which  thou,  O  Father,  and 
may  believe  that  I  have  together  by  our  mutual  in-being;  that  they  aho* 
thonbafl  knt  me.  jD  and  proportion,  may  be  united  to  us  ; 

to  the  end  that  others,  of  all  nations,  feeing  its  power¬ 
ful  effc&s  on  them,  jnay  be  induced  to  believe  in  me, 
as  the  true  Meffiab. 

at  Andthcgb-  22  And,  in  purfuit  of  this  great  deiign,  1  have  gi- 
ry  which  thou ga-  ven  d|e(n  an  jntereft,  and  fort  of  pannerfhip  in  the  glo- 
«L  rX  ry  which  thou  baft  given  me,  as  tbeir  head,  repreferf- 
they  may  he  one,  tative  and  truft.ee,  that  it  may  reflect  a  luftre  upon 
even  as  wc  arcane;  2nd  make  them  heirs  of  thee,  and  joint-heirs 

with  myfelf,  as  thy  children,  and  as  members  of  my 
myftieal  body,  who  are  made  partakers  of  my  Spirit, 
and  fhall  at  length  be  glorified  with  me,  (Ram.  viii. 
17.);  that  Go  they  may  be  united,  in  the  mod  beneficial 
and  honourable  manner,  to  me  and  one  another,  in  re- 
iemblance  of  that  infinitely  higher  union,  which  is  be¬ 


tween  thee  and  me.  , 

•3  I  in  them,  33  **  In  order  to  their  being  thus  united  tome,  and  to 
that  th™  m  °bc  thee  through  me,  and  fo  to  one  another,  I  will  dwell 
made  ia  them  by  my  Spirit,  according  to  the  meafurc  of  my 

one,  and  that  the  gift  to  then 1,  (Eph.  iv.  7.}  as  thou  dwelled  in  me  by 
that**  thou  ^  haft  the  fame  Spirit,  which  thou  baft  gitfen,  not  by  meafure, 
rent  me,  and haii  to  me,  {John  tit-  34-)  that  they,  being  joined  to  me,  may 
lovedthem  wthou  be  me  Spirit ,  (i  Cor.  vi.  17.)  and  may  attain  to  the 
had  l»v«d  me.  rooft  perfect  union  they  are  capable  of  in  one  body 
under  me  as  tbeir  Head  ;  and  that,  by  means  hereof, 
Gentiles  as  well  as  Jev>sy  may  be  fully  fatisfied,  that  I 
am  the  Cbrift,  whom  thou  haft  fent  into  the  world  for 
the  redemption  of  my  body  the  church,  and  that  thou 
baft  a  peculiar,  affectionate  and  compJacenrial  love  to 
them  for  my  fake,  and  in  refemblance  of  the  fupremc 


N  O 

*  A>  this  part  of  the  prater,  till  we  come 
to  vcr.  xs>  elates  to  all  that  fbould  believe, 
as  well  as  to  the  apoftlcs,  and  thofe  who  had 
already  believed;  l  apprehend  that  what  ii 
faU  (vfr.  ii.)  it  nm  to  be  referred  to  the 
glory  which  wa*  given  to  the  apoflfe$  in 
their  working  miracles,  nor  to  any  thing  that 
wu  iicculiar  to  them  ;  hut  it  i>  to  be  emend¬ 
ed  to  the  beoeiits  which  all  beiimn  etc 
piLtakeia  oX  m  tvi nniott  wfck  Ac au  JJat 


T  Rp 

the  uaioor  the  jbry,  and  the  love,  fpoken 
of  m  this  and  the  two  following  vtrics*  ua 
to  be  cofl&fercd  in  a  wiy  of  firoiiitude,  ^ 
00C  of  faroenefs*  or  equality  wit h  the  iinh.r 
of  the  Father  and  Son,  and  with  the 
that  U  given  to  Chiiil,  and  the  love  tliai  du 
Father  ha*  to  him :  For  thclt  things  cjo*w* 
be  laid  of  them  in  die  lltmc  Jcnfc  a*  tlin 
are  of  Chrift,  unlefs  they  were  to  ^  Jcifit  i 
wj  boar  ;Ut  office  of  Medics. 


Ch.  *vU. 
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lave,  which  thou  beared  to  me,  as  their  head  and  me¬ 
diator,  and  as  thine  eternal  Son,  partaker  of  the  fame 
nature  and  perfections  with  thyfdf. 

*4  Fiititi-,  i  24  **  The  upfhot,  O  myFarhet,  of  my  will  and  plea- 
wUUhat  Uiey  slfo  fare,  which  I  infift  on  as  matter  of  right,  according  to 

^reTrnete  with  m7  Purchafc  thy  agreement,  is,  that  all  whom  thou 
me  where  I  am ;  haft  given  me,  that  I  might  give  eternal  life  to  them, 
hullth|n  "“lut  {ver‘  a0  may  not  onJr  f^nd  in  the  hearefl  relation  to 
which IhooiuJ  thee,  and  be  the  objects  of  thy  peculiar  love  and  care 
given  me;  for  in  this  world ;  but  that,  indue  time,  they  may  bealfo  ad- 
nt*  mined  into  my  immediate  prefence  in  heaven,  where 
daiton  al  J  already  am  in-my  divine  naturrvand  for  ever  fhall  be 
world.  in  my  entire  perfon  ;  and  that  there  they  may  have  an 

appropriating,  beatific,  and  transforming  vifion  of  the 
glory  which  thou  haft  conferred  on  me,  as  their  head 
and  representative,  becaufe  (=”■<)  from  all  eternity  thtm 
had  ft  an  infinite  delight  in  me,  not  only  as  thy  SorT, 
but  as  their  farety,  who  engaged  to  glorify  thee  in  their, 
falvation. 

^her^thf'worid  “To  thee  therefore  I  apply  for  all  thefe  things,  sj 

hjth  not  taown  a  righteous  Father,  who  not  only  loveft  rite,  and  then! 
thtc;  but  i  Kav«  in  me;  but  wilt  like  wife  be  juft  and  faithful  to  me,  and 

dv^ThavcXnow^  *°  t^em  00  m  7  account>  who  have  pur  chafed  what  I  alt 
thulbonhift feo"  ^or  them,  and  have  promifed  to  receive  them  to  myfelf.- 
me.  {chap*  xiv.>a,  3.)  As  for  the  unregenerate  world,  which 

lyes  in  wicked nefs,  they  are  ignorant  of,  and  have  re¬ 
jected  thee  and  thy  counfelc  j  but  t  am  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  thy  nature,  perfections  and  will,'  ami 
(*r*J)  thefe,  *  my  a po files,  have  known  and  received  me, 
as  the  true  Meffiah,  whom  thou  haft  lent  to  b;  ing  f.d- 
vation  to  Ifrael. 

Andlbsvtde-  26  “  And  as  I  have  fulfilled  niy  cou)miific*i,  in  deli- 
ebred  ww  then,  Bering  thole  parts  of  thy  mind  and  will  to  them  which- 
drel^’dwiThi  I  was  to  reveal  bn  earth,  and  in  favingly  enlightening 
I*™*  wherewith  therfl  in  the  knowledge  of  thyfelf ;  I  will,  after  my  re- 
duju  bait  kived  far  reft  ion,  flill  more  dearly  and  fully  make  known  thy 
theni  "and  I  !o-  glorious  name  to  them,  by  perfenal  convention  before 
then,-  I  go  to  beaven,  and  afterwards  by  the  elfufion  of  my 

Spirit  from  thence*  that  the  infinite  love,  which  thou 
haft  eternally  bore  to  me,  may  extend  itfelf  to  them, 
and  manifeft  itfelf  in  them,  to  their  exceeding  joy;  and 
that  I  may  dwell  in  their  hearts  by  faith,  till  they,  as 
well  M  all. that  thou  haft  given  me,  arrive  ar  an  endlef-t 
enjoyment  of  that  petfedion  of  blelfednefs,  which,  in 
thy  diftiuguiftiing  love,  thou  defig neft  for  them/* 

t  NOTE. 

*  Here,  1$  appear,  by  the  particle  turns  again  to  fprab  pirticii'irly  of  tFie  apo- 

rir/r,  and  tlw  Cnbitft  miner.  Mr  I.ord  re-  fllfifi  Sre  the  note*  on  vtr. «>tii  *0. 

Voka  Ua  t  O  g  R  E  C  O  I** 


Ck  TTlili 
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RECOLLECTIONS, 

With  what  folrmnity  is  God  addrelkd,  when  eyes  and  heart*  are  lifted  up  to- 
wnrd  heaven  I  Hut  how  different  is  the  mediatorial  interceffion  of  our  Lord  from 
the  humble  fupplications  Jtnd  prayers  that  he  offered  merely  as  mo  upon  earth  I 
He  not  m\y  avouched  Ms  office  character,  and  his  fisltftfulnefs  in  diftharging  it, 
bnt  applied  to  bis  own  Father,  with  foeh  freedom  and  confidence  in  his  claims 
and  appeal*,  as  would  have  been  the  fcigheft  prefumptio®  ia  any  but  a  divine  per* 
fo:**  In  what  exalted  ftrains  did  he  fpeak  or  the  Father's  glorifying  him,  and  of 
his  gtonfyiug  the  Father ;  of  the  power  he  has  over  all  fl  eft  to  give  eternal  life; 
ard  of  the  knowledge  of  Wmfdf,  together  with  the  Father,  as  uecefiary  to  the 
cnjo>  ment  of  it !  And  with  what  majefty  does  he  remind  bb  Father  of  his  own 
eternal  existence  and  glory,  and  of  hie  communion  in  property  with  him,  in  eve¬ 
ry  thing  that  belongs  to  him  1  How  did  he  lufift  on  hit  having  come  from  him 
into  /Mjr  nature  and  world,  and  on  ip  returning  in  that  nature  to  heaven,  to  be 
glorified  with  himf  And  with  what  affurancc  does  he  plead  the  Father's  in* 
finite  love  to  Mm,  and  to  bis  people  in  him,  and  the  merit  of  hts  obedience 
and  fccrifioe,  whereby  he  glorified  him  on  earth,  audfimftedtbe  work  which 
he  gave  him  to  do  1  And  what  a  claim  of  right  did  he  thereupon  make,  not 
only  that  he  himfdf  might  be  glorified,  but  that  all,  whom  his  righteous  Fa* 
tfier  had  givfr  him,  mi^ht  likewise  be  with  him,  and  made  completely  hap* 
py  In  the  vilion  and  enjoyment- of  him  in  all  his  glory  t  And  O  what  an  af- 
fedionate  love  and  care  have  be  and  bis  Father  to  the  dlecl  and  called  I 
How  nearly  are  thefe  united  in  !6 ot  body,  by  his  Spirits  and  bf  (aitir  and 
]qvc  to  one  another,  to  himfdf  as  their  Headland  to  the  Father  through 
Urn  !  And  what  dignity  and  glory  has  he  put  upon  them,  as  heirs  of  God, 
and  joint  hors  with  Mrafetf  1  None  of  them  fhall  ever  nriftarry,  apuftatife 
and  hr  loft ;  they  {hall  be  kept  from  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  of  this 
prriert  evil  world;  ,  they  ftall  be  enlightened,  &nlb'&ed  and  faved*  white  the 
reft  of  Mankind,  and  even  thofe  who  were  appointed  to,  and  employed  in 
his  frrvk  t  ,  but  were  no  otherwife  given  to  Chrift,  are  juftly  left  to  perifh 
for,  in  their  own  iniquity,  as  Tons  of  perdition,— Faith  comes  by  bear* 
ing  ,i mi  the  gofpri,  through  which  many  {hall  believe  and  be  fanfiificd,  is 
infallible  and  important  !  truths  it  is  the  revelatwr  which  the  great  Mediator 
has  made  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  ajid  committed  to  the  apoftlcs, 
whom  he  fent  with  full  authority  and  mftrtuftions  to  publilh  it,  by  preach* 
ing  and  writing,  for  the  good  of  tbe  cburch  fn  all  ages.  How  fectirdy  then  may 
we  depend  upon  this  word  of  truth  l  And  what" bteffea  effects  may  we  hope  for 
from  it*  through  the  iuterccffiou  of  Ohrift,  and  his  gracious  influence  I  And 
when  the  defigna  of  God's  Jove,  and  df  the  Saviour's  .death,  ftall  be  fully  ac- 
complifhed,  according  to  his  word,  what  a  tranfporlmg*  and  transforming  view 
will_ believers  have  of  their  Head  in  all  his  glory*  as  God- man  Mediator;  and 
how  gltfriouh  will  they  be  in  his  prcfeocc  for  ever ! 


CHAP.  XVIIL 

Cbrifi  *s  betrayed  by  Judas,  end  apprehended  in  the  garden ,  1, — 1 2, 

.  Is  examined,  and  abufed  in  the  court  gf  the  bigk-priejl,  and  denied" 
by  Peter,  13* — 27-  dad  is  projecuted  btfott  Pilaie,  usho  examined 
lint,  *  8,-40. 


EXT. 

rrrHKN  Jriw 
haj  fpoiciv 
(ImA  words.,  he 

went 


X  aka  phrase. 

TJfT’HEN  Jefiis  had  finifhed  his  difeoti 
“  »  he  went  with  the  cJievca  apoftles. 


Paraphrase. 

difeourfe  and  prayer, 
over  the  brook. 
GtdrsBg 
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®to*  rfo"h  w1th  Ctdren  *,  to  a  garden  in  Getbjmanr,  ( Mattb .  xxvt.  36.}; 
iht  broSk Ccdtoo^  “to  which  Be  entred  with  them,  that  he  might  raanifeft 
vhcrt  hi  a  pr’  bis  own  willingnels  to  fuffer  and  die  at  the  time,  and  for 
**  t  jJj?  the  glorious  purpofee  which  he  knew  were  appointed  of 
udhit  the  Father:  By  this  means,  as  the  firft  Adam's  fin  was 

committed,  and  the  Gdl  promifc  oft  Rcdtfnier  was  gi¬ 
ven,  fo  the  principal  part  of  the  fecond  Adanfs  atoning 
fuffcringe  began  in  a  garden. 

ftfwhld/bmiy.  2  Aod  th‘s  was  a  Place>  which  Judas,  who  was  gone 
«4  him,  knew  ifie  to  betray  him,  {chap.  itii.  30.)  was  well  acquainted 
pbw :  fer  Jdfa  with,  and  thought  to  he  the  moft  likely  for  finding  him : 
thit ber*»itb  bis  ^or  **  had  been  cuilomary  with  our  Lord,  daring  the 
dirdplcs,  time  of  the  feaft  at  Jerufalem,  to  retire  thither  with  his 

difeiptes  at  night  for  private  devotion. 

*  Jndw  then  3  Judas  therefore  (")  taking  with  him  a  bcTdy  of  /Ja- 
bud^MiiJuid  maH  fliers,  together  with  officers  and  fer vanes  belong- 
oScm  bon  the  ing  to  the  fanbedrim,  conduced  them  to  the  garden  | 
thkfpridis  and  fpme  of  them  carrying  lanthoms  and  torches,  to  fearch 
thhhtrwi^Un.  f°r  Jefus,  ■  and  others  of  them  being  armed  with  fworda 
term, and  and  (laves,  to  apprehend  and  fectire  him  ;  force  of  the 

«d  weapons,  chief  pritfo,  captains  of  the  temple,  and  elders  likewife 
went  with  them,  (fee  the  notes  on  Lukt  xxii.  52.) ;  and 
fo  Jews* and  Qtntilts  united  again!!  him,  who  came  to 
reconcile  both  to  God  in  one  body  by  his  crofs.  (Epb. 
ii.  ifi.j 

4  refos  there*  4  Then  (*»)  Jefus  knowing  in  himfelf  the  dcGgn  of 
rttogtXitlhSiild  t*)e‘r  m®rehing  thither,  and  that  the  fct  time  for  his  faft 
com*  upon  Mm,  fafferings  was  fully  come,  took  no  care  to  sbfoond,  or  get 
wnt  foith,  and  awBy  from  them,  as  he  did  from  the  people  at  one  time, 
TiiJtomftdt'y e* 1*  when  they  would  have  him  made  a  king,  (ebap.  vi.  15.) 

and  at  another,  when  they  would  have  laid  violent  hands 
upon  him  before  his  work  was  done :  {chap.  vtii.  59.) 
But  he,  of  his  own  accord,  advanced  toward  them,  and 
with  an  entire  calmnefs  of  fpirit  faid  to  fome  of  them, 
What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  company's  appearing 
here,  in  fuch  a  manner,  at  this  time  of  night  t  Whom 

sTlniiiifacr-  are  T*  comc  w  l°°k  for? 

M  bim7jtfnsof  5  They  boldly  anfwered,  We  are  comc  to  fearch  for 
Ntxirctb.  reft*.  Jefus  of  ffaZareth.  Our  Lord  replied,  Te  need  not 
Uaft"  Aodjn'  K°  f*r  to  feek  him }  for  I  am  he:  But  what  occafion  la 
du  there  to  come  out  in  this  boftile  manner  againft  me,  as 
if  I  were  a  thief,  or  fome  defperate  villain,  who  would 


oppofe  force  to  force;  fince  I  have  often  appearedpub- 

licly 

•  NOTE. 


*  Ciinm  no  oo  tht  call* fide  of 
bCiMD  that  city,  and  rb*  moQOtof  fewi, 
ud  wu  the  brook,  wbfch  «  tyyr  of 

Chrlit,  wear  over  with  people  votplo;, 
ttbi 1  JU|fat  Am  »  too.  ir>  &j, 

O 


30;  and  there±JVexDf  to  So  a  reference  to  our 
Lord’*  piflfog  over  ht  rn  •  prophecy  of  tha 
Mdtiah*s  fiirfcnflgt,  (PfiJ*  ex*  7  )  wh ere  ft 
U  lild,  tbit  bo  titfoljL  drtaA  tot  krwb  i* 

t  * 
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dasalfo  which  be* 
tr-tyed  him  flood 
wish  them* 


6  A*fbnn  then 
ftt  he  had  laid  nn* 
Cb  tlicm,  T  am  if, 
they  went  hack- 
ward,  and  fell  IO 
the  ground'. 


.  -7  Then  a(kcd 
he  them  again  , 
Whom  feck  ye  ? 
And  they  laid,  Jc- 
fut  of  Nanmh. 


licly  and  peaceably  in  the  temple,  and  ye  might  cafily 
have  found  me  there*  if  ye  were  minded  to  apprehend 
me:  {Lukt  «ii.  5a*  53.)  And  Jvdas3  who  betrayed 
him  into  their  hand*,  was  at  the  fame  time  (landing  a- 
mong  them. 

6*No  fooner  had  Jcfus  ottered  tbefe-  words*  I  am  St3 
but  fuch  divine  power  and  majefty  attended  them,  that 
they*  who  came  to  apprehend  him*  were  ftruck  with 
the  utmoft  canfternation  and  terror  ;  and  immediately* 
retiring  backwards,  fell  down  to  the  ground,  like  men 
that  had  no  fpirit  left  in  them  :  He  thereby  (hewing, 
that  he  could  as  cafily  bave  ftrock  them  dead*  as  ftruck 
them  down  to  the  ground  f  and  that*  bad  he  not  been 
free  to  fuffer,  they  could  have  done  nothing  again  ft  him. 

7  Then  Jefus,  inftead  of  taking1  that  opportunity  to 
make  his  efcape,  faid  to  them  a  fetondtime,  they  being 
in  fome  mcafure  recovered  from  their  fright,  Who  is  it* 
that  ye  fay  ye  are  come  to  feck  after  ?  Thereby  putting 
it  to  them,  whether,  after  finch  an  awful  repulfe,  they 
durlt  ftill  perfiit  in  their  defign  again  ft  him,  But  (**)  To 
hardn^d  were  they  in  their  wickednefs*  that,  inftead  of 
being  afraid  of  meddling  any  farther*  they  with  a  daring 
refolutkm  anfwered,  as  before,  It  is  Jcfus  of  N&zareth? 
that  we  are  come  for* 


n  jefutanfaer-  8  JefuB  replied*  with  the  feme  miWnefs  and  compo- 
;£u;ridrTf  33  **  I  have  atrca<i7  told  you  that  I  am  he: 
therefore  )t  /«k  If  therefore  ye  are  coming  to  take  me,  I  am  ready  to  re- 
»e ,  let  thefc  go  fjgn  my, 'elf  into  your  hands  ;  only  I  infdl  upon  it,  that 
thw  way  :  yC  0fl>r  no  violence  to  tbefe.  my  friends  and  followers, 

that  are  with  me,. but  let  them  go  free. 
b  That  the fw-  9  And  he  put  in  this  kind  word,  backing  it  with 
fiife"'IRthkhfhe  IH>wcr*  *0F  t^,c’r  prefervation,  that  his  own  declaration 
fttike’  or  them  might  be  made  good  to  the  lad,  wherein,  with  a  pecn- 
whirh  thou-  haft  .  liar  reference  to  them,  he  had  juft  before  faid,  Thofethat 
ihllnmc!  haVel‘  't'J0U  Savefi  ”**>  for  the  apoftleihip,  /  have  kept ,  and 
none  of  them  it  lofty  hut  the  Jbu  of  perdition .  (See  the 
.  note  on  chap.  xvii.  12.) 

PefawSn  l&  UP?"  this  the  foUiers  took  him  into  cuftody,. 
f-*o'A drew it,and  {Mat,  xxvi.  jo.);  and  Simon,  who  was  (trnamed  Peter , 
1  Tic'T’s  *(*■  bim  in  their  hands,  and  having  one  of  the  f words 

aMcornfn!^d)rhr  which  the  difciples  carried  into. the  garden,  (fee;the' 
en-.  Tbcterwm’s  note  on  Luke  xxii.  38.)  raflrly  drew  it;  and  in  the  heat 
cDus*  was  M**'  ^is  inconsiderate,  thottgh  honelt  zeal  for  refeuing  his 
Lord  and  Matter,  ■  he,  in  (lead- of  waiting  for  orders, 
immediately  (truck  arthe'head  of  one  Malcbns,  a  do- 
meftick  fervant  (‘f*Ka')  of  the  high-prieft,  and  cut  o(F 
his  right  ear, 

jdl n  onto  Petti,.  1 1  fl'hcn  Jefus  being  difpleafed  at  Peter’ 9  intempe- 

JJw  ...  jaw 
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rut pp thjrfvord  rate  and  unfeafonablc  zeal,  becaufe  that  ms  no  time 
iherapwhfehiiiy  f°r  fightings  nor  wa?  his  caufeand  kingdom  to  be  main- 
Fithcrhacb  given  tained,  or  propagated  by  force  of  arms,  faid  to  him,  in 
neihiUIwKiiriak  -  a  way  of  rebuke,  Sheath  your  fword  again  -  What  I  am- 
11 '  going  to  luffer  is  not  for  want  of  power  to  refcue  my* 

felf,  bot  in  obedience  to  my.  Father’s  will :  And  (hall- 
I  not  freely  fob  mi t  to  all  the  tribulation  and  wrath' 
that  he  has  appointed  me  to  undergo  for  his  glory,  aod, 
the  redemption  of  loft  tinners  ?  '£his  bitter  cup  mo  ft 
be  drank  4  I  am  ready  for  it,  and  will  admit  of  no  op* 
polition  to  it. 

lJrf,a2he«£  ,12  H«  therefore  fo  willingly  refigning,  the  foldiers, 
tain,  and  officers  with  their  captain,  and  the  officers  of  the  Jrwifh  fan* 
of  the  Jews,  took  hedrim,  joined  in  fei2iog  him,  and  having  fo 

Jrfus.  imd  bound  dooej  they  cruelly  bound  him,  as  if  he  had  been  'the 
word  of  matefa&ors  and  flave6  \  he  fubmitting  to  all  this, 
for  his  people,  that  he  might  loofe  their  bonds  of  ini* 
quity,  and  lay  them  under  the  higheft  obligations  to 
himfielf,  who  was  willingly  bound  to  fet  them  free. 

*1  And  led  him  j  3  And  then  the  rude  company  hurried  him  away, 

frft^  {for  hewas  <*f to  Annas,  that  he  might  fee -how  they  had 
btber-ia-bw  to  fecurcd  him,  and,  being  an  experienced  old  man,  might 
CaUphu,  which  gjve  -bis  advice  how  to  manage  their  procefs  again  ft 
thathaejm.)  him  i  For  this  Annas  was  father-io-lawof  Caiapbas  the 
high-prieft  of  that  year.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  iii.  2.) 

M  Now  Cau-  14  After  this,  they  carried  him,  ftill  bound,  to 
'to  Kimfclf,  (ver,  34.)  at  whofehoufc,  though  ft 

tike  Jews,  (bat  it  was  fo  very  lire,  the  great  council  were  met,  waiting 
wsseapetfenuhat  for  him  to  be  brought  before  them,  that  they  might  fit 

SSt'*  in  iudSmcDt  “P°n  h!m’  (MattL  57-);  and  (Jr) 
this  Caiapbas  was  the  man,  who,  in  a  former  debate, 
Ihewed  fuch  an  inveteracy  againft  Chrift,  as  to  advife 
the  putting  him  to  death  stall  adventures,  that  their 
nation-  might  not  be  expofed  to  the  jealoufy  and  rage  of 
the  Romans,  {Chap.  xi.  49,  50.) 

is  Ami  Simor,  jj  Now  {  ')  while  Jefus  was  thus  harafcd,  and  led 
fo°™  place  to  place,  like  a  malefactor  in  bonds  j 
ma htr  difciple.  Simon  Peter  recovering  a  little  from  his  firft  fright,  in 
i  !ut  Jifdpk  w.is  which  be  ran  away  with  the  reft  of  the  apoftles,  fol- 
knuwa  jowcj  at  a  diftince  with  an  heart  full  of  fear  and 


concern  about  the  event;  and  fo  did  *  another  of  his 
v  difclpled, 

NOTE. 


*  Wlio  this  other  dilHplc  was*  is  u«£cr-  bably  a  pcHbn  of  figure*  who  lived  in  Jirn- 
r^in.  It  doc«  not  icem  to  have  been  John ;  aod  was  one  of  them  that  believed  in 

for  he  a  CshUa*jv  as  well  as  Prfrr,  aod  but  had  not  made  an  open  prnJcflion 

was  an  oh  likely  peribo  to  t>c  uquaiutod  with  uf  him ;  and  (b;»c  have  mnjofturttl  that  it 
rtic  high  orkfl,  cimfitlering  that  he  had  lx*n  was  either  or  of 

a  and  had  carried  on  his  /i«,  nr  the  peribn  at  ^vkU'  hnujie  ChriH 

uadcjQ  Gjkfw:  Hue  this  dlfeiplc  wo  pro*  bad  lardy  was  the  palJuvtfr  uiiA  hi* 


4*> 

hnovn  BOto  thf 
Jiigh  pneft*  ind 
went  in  with  Je- 
fnMniothc  palw 
ofLhehjghpmft. 

id  Put  Peter 

Apod  at  tht  to 
Then 

wttitrrtic  that  at  her 
diftipIe.wbkbwM 
known  unto  the 
high  jmeft  t  and 
ipake  unto  her 
that  kcptt  he  door, 
tnd  brought  in 
peter. 

if  Tbtn  faith 
the  damfei  that 
kept  the  donrtm* 
to  Peter,  Act  UK 
then  dfo  ant  of 
rhu  min'*  rfifti- 
plea  ?  He  frith,  I 

*m  cot* 

iS  And  the  Ter* 
ranu  and  officer* 
Hood  there,  mho 
bad  made  i  fire  of 
tonii,  (for  it  vat 
cold*)  and  they 
warned  ihem- 
frWct  i  and  Peter 
Apod  with  them, 
aod  warmed  him- 
frlf. 

ip  The  high 
pfcieft  thca  alkcd 
Jefus  of  hu  diiei* 
pfc**  and  of  his 
doflrwc. 


laJcfitsitiiWei* 
edbiw,  Ifpafcc  ©- 
pulytoth*  world; 

I  ever 
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difciples,  who  being  acquainted  with  the  higb-prieft, 
and  not  known  to  be  a  difciple,  ventured  to  accompa¬ 
ny  Jefus  into  the  hall,  where  the  coondl  were  aflem- 
bled, 

1 6  Bat  Peter  being  a  noted  follower  of  Jefus,  and 
having  no  intereft  at  court,  was  more  cautious,  and 
lb  flood  feme  time  without  the  door,  waiting  for  ao  op¬ 
portunity  to  get  in,  which  being  known  to  that  other 
difciple,  who  had  an  acquaintance  with  the  high-pridl, 
he  weot,  and,  fpeaking.  to  the  young  woman  that  kept 
the  door,  procured  entrance  for  Peter. 

17  Soon  after  her  admitting  Peter,  the  fufpe&ing 
by  his  looks,  behaviour,  or  fpeeeh,  or  by  fame  other 
means,  that  he  belonged  to  Jefhs,  challenged  him  with 
it,  faying.  Are  not  yon  one  of  the  followers  and  difci- 
pies  of  this  man,  who  is  now  under  examination  about 
the  high  crimes  that  are  laid  to-  bis  charge  ?  to  which 
he,  all  in  a  flutter,  replied,  No,  not  I  ■,  he  is  a  perfect 
ftranger  to  me.  (Luke  xxii.  57.) 

18  And  as  there  were  feveral  domeftic  fervants,  and 

officers  of  the  court  gathered  toge¬ 

ther  about  a  fire,  which  they' had  made  to  warm  them- 
felves,  the  weather  being  cold  $  Peter,  inftead  of  ap¬ 
pearing  as  a  wiincfs  for  bis  Lord,  mingled  among thefe 
fervants  and  officers,  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  hall,  to 
warm  himfelf  with  them,  that  he  might  (hem  to  be  of 
the  fame  kidney  with  themfdves,  rather  than  one  of 
Cbri(l*s  difciples.  (See  the  note-on  Ltd* xxii.  55.) 

19  In  the  mean  while,  the  high-prieft  at  the  bead 
of  the  council,  being  defirous  to  fix  a  charge  of  Jedi- 
tint  upon  our  Lord,  ftridly  examined  him  about  his 
difctples,  and  followers,  who,  and  what  they  were, 
bow  great  their  number,  to  what  purpofe  he  conftant- 
ly'had  fo  many  attending  him,  and  had  lately  gathered 
fuch  multitudes  about  him  at  his  public  entry  into  Je- 
ruftlem ,  and  what  were  become  of  all  that  pretended 
to  own  him,  fiuce  none  appeared  in  court  to  fpeak  for 
him  ?  And  then,  to  fix  blasphemy  upon  him ,  the  high- 
prieft  examined  him  about  the  doctrine  he  preached, 
what  was  its  nature  and  tendency,  and  whether  it 
were  not  contrary  ro  the  law  of  Xefitt  ?  and  the  like. 

20  Jefus,  knowing  the  malicious  and  unfair  defign 
of  thefe  captious  queftions,  took  no  notice  of  what 
was  (aid  about  bis  difciples ;  finuc  it  appeared  from  the 
very  circumftances  of  thing?,  that  there  was  no  likeli¬ 
hood  of  his  carrying  on  feditious  views  by  them :  But, 
aS  to  his  do&rtne,  he  replied,  Whatfocver  1  have  taught, 
it  has  been  (**?/>*▼'«)  with-  all  opennefa,  freedom  and 

plainneG 
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iemuQghtliitbc 
frna^ijuttw>d  la 
toe  temple,  wbi- 
tfaer-ihe  Jew*  al¬ 
ways  rtfprtf  and 
infecrcthaveHiud 
ootbrng. 


■plsitroefs  to  >11  forts  of  people  ;  it  having  been  my  con- 
(lane  cuflom  to  preach  it -in  the  fynagogues  on  la^bach- 
days,  and  in  the  temple  at  the  folemn  feftivate,  when 
there  has  been  the  -greateft  concourfe  of  Jnvs  tn  hear 
me:  And<as  I  have  neverrfoaght  to  conceal  my  fenci- 
ments  fo  I  have  never  taught  any  doctrine  in  private, 
that  is  different  from  what  1  have  preached  openly,  or 
-that  I  am  afraid  or  alhamed  ihould  be  known  to  all  the 
world. 


»i  'WVjukxft  21  Why  then  ihould  you  thus  interrogate  me  about 
L-bichhejrd' doSrine,  *a  if  I  were  bound  to  accufe  myfelf,  or 
wbat  I  hm  £ud  as  if -you  would  pay  any  regard  to  my  own  teftimony, 
onto  iheai :  be-  who  am  brought  before  you,  and  treated  like  a  crimi- 
viha’j  fra.  °*  nal  ^  Aflc-whom .  you  pleafe  of  my  hearers;  a  Ik  your 
own  friends  and  party ;  aik  the  feribes  and  Pkarifset^ 
the  chief  prieQs  and  rulers  themfelves  j  afk  the  worft 
'of  all  mine  enemies  that  ever  heard  me  preach :  Behold, 
there  are  witneffes  enow ;  an,d  even  fame  of  thefe,  ("«) 
here  pretent,  know  what  I  have  preached :  Let  them 
be  -examined-;  and,  if  they  can,  let  them  witnefs  a* 
gainfttne. 

•s  And,  when  32  Upon  his  faving  this,  with  all  the  juftnefs,  de- 
ten^eSnfJS*  a"d  «lmiiefs  imaginable,  one  of  the  infolent 

ficen which  (load  public  officers,  (u;r«vr^f8i)  to  (hew  his  zeal  for  the 
by  (track  Jefus  honour  of  the  higb-prieft,  and  bis  malignity  agatnft 
Cb rift, -rudely  gave  him  a  nap  on  theface,  faying,  How 
Aofwercb  thS  dare  you  anfwer  the  htgb-prieft  in  fo  free  and  difre- 
thchighprieft&i  fpeflfuj  a.manuer  ? 

ijjefarenfwer-  23  Jdus,  in  Head  of  ft  ri  king  him  dead,  or  inflicting 
cd  him,  if  i  have  any  other  judgment  npon  him,  or  even  threatning  him, 
wuceiiofrhcevii:  or  Oiewtng  any  emotion  of  (pint,  replied,  with  won- 
hut  if  well,  why  derful  meeknds  and  patience,  If  I-  have  faid  any  thing 
fmiteft  thou  me  J  unbecoming,  or  amifis,  accufe1  me  to  the  court,  that  I 
may  be  puntfbed  for  it:  But,  if  what  I  (aid  was  uubla- 
tneabic  and  juft  t»  why  (bould  you  ftrike  me  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  council,  at  whofc  bar  1  (land  in  circum- 


At»-  ftanccs  lhat  call  for  pity,  and  not  infulcs. 
nu  hulfcw  him  *4  Now  Jefus  having  been  before  Jnnai,  (ver.  13.) 
boaod  unto  Cm*  he  had  feothim,  bound  like  a  criminal,  to  his  i’on-in- 
I**'*  10W  Ctdapbas  the  bigh-prieft. 

„  And  Simon  8$  And  Petert  as  has  been  obferved,  (ver.  id,  id  ) 
Fncr  having 

NOTES. 


*  Though  our  blefy.tord  taught  his  dif- 

crpks  pqvafcly,  wheu  they  t»xrc  ahroc;  yet 
it  «as  not  aoy  diflercai  hit  bo  «- 

pLanaibn  of  wbai  he  had  preached  to  others* 
( Mark  iv*  io(  & c)  And  he  esprvfily  older- 
rti  them  to.  publilh  to  the  vorld  whit  he 
cold  titan  in  iecret.  Mirt/A*  s.  »t* 
f  Thw  ii  no  way  cuotradiflurr  to  what 


Omft  (kys,  about  turidofl  the  other  cheek 
to  him  that  fmiits  u*,  (AM*  v*  3$.) ;  for 
that  relates  to  rcftraing  paftion  it  *  and  mali¬ 
cious  re&ur  meats,  litigious  profeemiun*,  arid 
private  revenge;  Ixit  do  Dot  forbid  a  Icg-J 
defence  of  our  ovrn  inuoceu^e^gktnfl  furtr 
that  rinfc  as. 


47* 

PftCT  Hfwl  rind 
varme4  h:mfelf» 
They  taii  ihere- 
forancoh:m,Art 
not  thou  aho  one 

of  his  drfctpU*  ? 

He  denied  it,  anil 

ia;U,  1  *tf1  uOli 


itf  One  of  the 
fcrvHiiU  of  ihc 
hi^h  prietV  (1«- 
ing  hh  kinfniitn 
who^C  ear  Percr 
cm  uJTjftfeh,  Did 
liotf  ftethceinthe 
girded  vith  him? 

ar  Peter  then 
(koid^uin:  *nd 
anfm«KnMy  the 
opek  crew* 


iB  Then  Jed 
they  JefiiS  from 
Cjinyma*  tnforhe 
halt  pf  iutlginiul' 
anil  it  was  early; 
and  they  tivm* 
lclves>v;nta«  ln- 
the 

JiaiJ  ,  h(l  they 
Jhokfthl  l>c  dtftltdi 
Hu  that  tlity 
mi^hr  withe  pif* 
ftvvf. 


The  BvasgtBJl  John  parapbrafid  -  Ch»  xvili. 

having  followed  him,  and  got  into  the  high-prieft's 
houfe,  flood  warming  himfelf  among  the  fervants  and 
officers ;  And  as  the  maidservant,  who  let  him  in,  had 
queftioned  him  about  his  being  one  of  Chrift’s  difei- 
ples,  (ver.  17.)  fo  fomC  others  of  the  company  a  little 
afterwards  arracked  him  again,  faying.  Can  you  really 
Hand  in  it,  that  yoo  are  not  one  of  this  man's  difciples  ? 
(Sec  the  note  on  Luke  xxii.  58.)  Peter,  full  of  con  fu¬ 
ll  on  and  dread,  peremptorily,  and  (till  more  ralhly-than 
before,  denied  that  he  was 5  faying,  and  fwearing  to  it, 

1  do  not  fo  much  as  know  him.  ( Mattb .  xxvi.  73.) 

26  About  an  hour  after  this,  there  was,  among  o- 
thers,  (Luke  xxii.  59,  and  Mark  xiv.  70.)  one  of  the 
high-prielt’s  domeuic  fervants,  (ute»»  *■*■»)  a  relation 
of  Maitlms,  whole  ear  Peter  had  cut  off,  and  he,  fee¬ 
ing  him,  laid  to  him,  You  certainly  -are  a  difciplc  of 
Jefus  of  Nazaretk :  How  can  you  fay  to  the  contrary  ? 
Did  not  1  myfelf  fee  you  in  the  garden  with  him? 

27  Peter  was  fo  nettled  at  this  dole  and  ho  me  charge, 
that  he  loft  ail  patience  and  government  of  himfelf,  and 
thinking  to  bear  this  man  down,  by  language,  more 
Tike  a  profane  fervant  of  the  high-prieft's,  than  an  ho¬ 
ly  difciple  of.  Jefus }  he,  -under  the  power  of  violent 
temptation,  denied  with  horrid  imprecations  that  he 
knew  any  thing,  about  him.  (Mattb.  xxvi,  74.)  imme¬ 
diately  upon  which,  he  heard  a  cock  crow  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  which  was  ofually  called,  by 
way  of  diftin&ion,  the  cockle  rowing.  (See  the  note  on 
Mattb.  xxvi.  34.) 

-  28  After  this,  the  council  having  fpent  a  great  part 
qf  the  night  in  examining  Jefus,  and  fuffering  various 
indignities  and  abufes  to  be  offered  him,  and  having  at 
length  got  a  confeflion  from  his  own  mouth,  of  his  be¬ 
ing  the  Melliah,  and  Son  of  God,  (Mark  xiv,  61 1 — 64.} 
which  they  thought  might  be  a  fufficient  ground  for  an 
accufatiou  of  blafphemy  and  fedition  before  the  Roman 
governor,  they  very  early  in  the  morning  carried  him 
away,  bound  as  he  was,  from  Caiapb&s*%  houfe  to  the 
judgment- hall  of  Pilate ,  who  was  then  governor  of 
Judea.  (Mat-  xxyii^  i,  1,  fee  the  note  there.)  And, 
though  they  were  going  to  fhed  innocent  blood,  they 
were  i»  hypocrirically  fcrupulous  about  exicrnal  rites, 
that  they  would  riot  entrir'  into  tfop  hall  themfelyes, 
Which  was  foil  of  Rtman  foldiprs,  whom  they  account' 
ed  unclean,  left,  by  touching  Qentilet  in  the  crowd, 
they  fhould  contract  a  ceremonial  defilement,  (Numb. 
xiv,  22.)  but  they  flood  without  doors,  to  avoid  pollu¬ 
tion,  that  t^ey  might  be  fit  to  eat  the  pafchal  fcaft  upon 


Ch.  xviu. 
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19  PiUtie  tben 
went  OOt  onto 
them ,  and  (aid  , 
What  Kcufrtion 
bring  70a  tgaiqft 
this  man  i 

30  They  an¬ 
swered  md  laid 
unu>  him,  [f  he 

not  a  mule- 

VC  mild 
have  delivered 
him  upimtotbtt. 

31  Then  faid 
I’iUtcunto  them. 
Taker* him,  and 
jud;4C  him  actor* 
diugioyour  law, 
The  Jew*  there** 
fore  laid  unto  him, 
It  is  art  lawful  for 
us  to  put  uyaun 
to  duib  l 


^ThalAefay- 
ingef  Tefus  might 
hefnlfiiled,  wh^h 
he  fpake,  fignify-* 
Site  what  death  he 
Cioold  die* 

33  Then  Pilule 
entered  into  the 
judgment- hall  a* 
j*ain *  and  called 
JcTuvaad  faid  nn* 
to  him,  An  thou 
the  king  of  the 
Jews  t 


the  fccrifices,  which  were  to  be  offered  that  day*,  and 
were  called  the  paJTovfr. 

29  Pilate  therefore  (**)  was  fo  com  plai  font  and  con* 
defending,  as  to  come  out  to  them,  and  alk  them  what 
was  the  reafon  of  their  bringing  Jefus  to  him,  or  wb« 
crime  they  had  to  lay  to  his  charge  l 

30  The  Jews*  anfwcring  haughtily,  laid  to  him. 
You  may  be  fare  that  be  is_a  notorious  evil- doer,  (“*- 
*««f)  otnerwife  we  Qiould  ootha^e  given  ourfelves  or 
you  the  trouble  of  bringing  Kim  before  you,  efpecially 
fo  early  in  the  morning,  and  on  fuch  a  folemn  day  as 
this. 

31  Then  Pilate,  being  dtfpleafed  at  their  infolent 
and  uureafonable  procedure,  upon  the  foot  of  general 
defamation,  without  any  formal  proof  againft  hiro',~£ufl 
to  them,  Een  take  him  back  again  to  your  own  court, 
and  do  wbat  ye  will  with  him,  according  to  the  direc- 
tions  of  your  own  law:  For  my  part  I  do  not  care  to 
meddle  with-  him,  the  Roman  law  allowing  of  no  fuch 
prepofterotie  methods  of  profccution.  They  then,  be¬ 
ing  a  little  more  humble,  replied.  We  cannot  legally 
put  any  one  to  death  t,  - which  is  the  pumfhraent  this 
man  deferves,  as  a  traitor  to  Ca/art  he  having  fet  up 
himfelf  for  a  king. 

32  And  this  was  over- ruled  by  Providence,  to  ac- 
complifli  what  Jefus  had  foretold  about  the  manner 
of  his  death,  that  be  Ibonld  be  lifted  up  from  the 
earthy  (chap*  iii.  14,  and  xii.  32.)  and  fhould  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  Gentiles  to  he  crucified.  (Malth.  xx.  19.) 

33  Pilate  having  found  that  Ch  rift’s  accufers  ailed* 
ged  againft  him  treafonable  deiigns,  in  fetting  up  him* 
felf  for  a  king,  returned  back  into  the  judgment-ball, 
and,  fummoning  Jefus  to  anfwer  for  himfelf,  faid,  ]s 
it  true  that  you  pretend  to  be  the  king  of  the  JeviSy 
in  pppoGtion  to  Gafat  ?  Have  you  ever  prefumed  to  of- 


N  o  1 

*  Scf  the  Bole  about  the  paflnnr^fMft  on 
iiii.  t*  i  and  lee  on  this  placet 

and  his  appendix  to  Mark  iit, 

f  It  b  h*rd  to  fay  how  fu  the  power  of 
life  and  death  wax  at  this  time  taken  from 
the  J twj,  conliderifig  the  proceedings  of  the 
Mjb-pricfl  and  council  in  (toning  Sttfbtm  to 
death,  (jffli  vi,  Uy*~]f*  and  vii,  i,  4rc.) 
?nd  what  power  Stitt  received  from,  them, 
for  persecuting  the  ChriftUa*  unto  death, 
xxiU  3^  j*}  and  how  they,  would  have 
judged  Pa*lr  accwdiiig  to  their  law,  had  not 
Lyjrxs  prevented  them*  [ASi  xxiv  f )  Rut 
as  the  (expire  was  departed  from  'Jud&K  and 
ihe  Uw*(iv<r  from  by  d«ir  facing 

made  a  Reman  province*  and  fuhjcflnl  io  Cr* 
j-r  as  their  king,  is  is  evident  ihu  this  pow- 


1  £  S, 

er  wu  under  feme  limitations  and  reftraints 
from  the  Stomaa  govern  meat*  (See  Ligbrfwt 
on  the  place, )  And  whether  the  Jrm  meant 
absolutely,  or  only  under  fome  rdhi^ions, 
that  it  wu  not  lawful  for  then  to  put  any 
man  to  death;  6r  whether  they  laid  this  on* 
ly  betaufe  it -was  ihe  time  of  the  paflover*  dr 
that  tt*  odium  of  coodenflntag  and  execu¬ 
ting  Chriff,  and  the  people's  rage  on  that 
account,  might  he  turned  of  from  them- 
fcWes  to  the  jowsjij  /  it  wu  over-ruled  by 
Providence,  that  the  judgment  JbouM  fall 
intp'  the  Romans  handi*  for  accompl  fhing 
ancient  prop  hecks,  as  well  as  Ch  rift’s  owu 
predictions*  about  the  manner  of  Ids  death; 
For  crucifix  ton  was  not  appointor!  hy  the 
jnvifa  Law  for  any  crime  whiubever. 
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Her  at  this,  or  faid  my  thing  to  raife  the  peoples  expec¬ 
tations  of  it  ? 

M  JW™  »*-  34  jefus,  Co  pot  Pilate  open  ferrous  confideration, 

SrtttoSSwof  tadennA  him,  Do  you  afk  me  this  queftion  from  any 
«brftlt,-orUo-  Aifptdon  in  your  own  mind,  about  my  fetring  up  for  a 
tbostdlirttm  of  temporal  prince,  according  to  the  notion  that  the  Jews 
“ '  hare  of  their  Mdfiah  ?  or  is  this  what  mine  enemies  have 

faftgefted  again  ft  me,  and  you  are  plea  fed  to  mention 
only  from  them  ? 

«  Noe  an*  35  Pildte  replied.  Am  I  a  Jev>t  that  I  flioold  he  able 
jtarMTihT.u*  *° 3U^SC their  cxpe&attans  from  their  Meffiah?.  I  do 
urioa ,  trd  the  not  trouble  royfelf  about  thefe  matters.:  But  your  own 
duerprieH'iuhe  countrymen,  and  the  chief  priefta  and  rulers,  among 
t^mtlyhST”"  them,  have  brought  and  accufed  you  to  me,  as  a  pre- 
(tonJoM  f  tender  to  the  crown.  What  have  you  done  to  occafion  this 
charge  upon  you  ?  or  what  provocation  have  you  given 
tbein^ihat  they  are  lo  furious  -againft  you? 

je  J*fiw  in*  36  Jefus  anfwered  again,  To  tell  you  the  truth  of  the 
1  am  indeed  the  Meffiah,  the  King  of  IJrael ;  but 
vorUHfmykiBg-  my  kingdom  is  altogether  fpiritual  and  heavenly,  con- 
4«m  wen  of  thu  lifting  in  a  dominion  over  mens  fouls  and  confidences, 
my  ar,<*  1(01  ovcr  their  fecular  affairs  j  nor  doth  it  in  the 

-ibL  I  DioaU  Mt  leaft  interfere  with,  or  tend  to  the  difturbance  of  civil 
Wddxvmd  to  the  government  ;  If  it  did,  my  followers,  dike  the  fervants 
SykinS^li  ■ whcr  «rthly  princes,  wouW  have  Ihewn  it,  by 
<wo-haHcr  fighting -for  me }  and  would  never  have  lb  tamely,  fuf- 
fiered  mycanfe  to.Onk,  and  me  to  be  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  the  Jews  ;  But  nothing  of  this  kind  was  ever 
attempted,  or  intended,  which  is  a  plain  evidence,  that 
my  kingdom  does  not  take  its  rife  from  man,  nor  is  built 
upon  human  laws,  force,  or  policy,  nor  is  defigned  for 
lecular  honour  or  advantage  to  -my  fubje&s,  or  myfetf. 

3T  PiUtethew-  37.UPQ0  this,  Pilate  faid  to  him.  What  then  !  Defti* 

tote,  mean  and1  wretched,  as  you  now  appear  at  my 

'then  ?  jrfa*  bar  and  bonds,  do  .you  profefs  that,  in  the  fenfe  you 

r«MKd(ThMi ftjr-  fpeak  of,  you  realty  are  a  king?  Jefus  replied,  Yes,  I 

kiti^hU ToTbU  ®an<* 10  w“at  your  queftiofi  fnppofes  me  to  have  affirm- 

ead*«u  I  berat  ed,  (fee  the  note  on  Luke  xxti.  70.)  1  freely  own 

mdfor  tbisewjc  mylelftohe,  in  that  refpeft,  a  Ung :  And  ftill  further 

wwrtd  ,Dt£(  I  CO  fatisfy  you,  that  my  kingdom  is  not  of  a  worldly 

OobU  bur  <nc>  canfticution  and  defign,  the  end  for  which  I  was  born 

nets  now  the  pf  a  woman,  and  the  purpofe  for  which  I  came,  as  fent 

of  God  into  this  world,  is,  that  by  my  preaching  and 

miracles  X  mightrcveal,  and  confirm  tne  truth,  and  no- 

thlug  but  the  truth,  concerning  God  and  myfetf,  and 

concerning  the  way  "in  which  finnen  may  be  reftored 

to  his  image  and  favour,  and  made  for  ever  happy  thro* 

me.  This  is  the  means  and  inffroment  of  alJ  my  con* 

ouefls 

* 
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tmib.  Ewiy  nw  qgefts  arid  government,  and  every  one,  that  it  acquainted 
iuajtth^TOfee!  witb*  and  begotten  by  tfre  word  of  truth,  heartily  believes 
and  embraces  my  'tcftimonys.aiul  becomes  a  willing 
fubjelk  to  me,  while  they  that  love  falfhobd  rcjeQ  me. 

3»  Pibtt  frith  j8  Pilate  replied,'  What  is  the  truth,  that  you  fpcak 
jrcoHffl1  Wft»t  0f  ?  or  wherein  does  it  conlift  ?  many  philofopbers  a- 
“iLi  bc'had^d  m0Dg  and  many  of  your  rabbins  make  high  pretences 
thit,  b«  weot  out  to  truth,  bat  give  us  very  different  accounts  of  it ;  prays 
again  onto  *«he  bear  your  notion  of  it  •,  or  what  yon  mean  by 

toTb^i  Bod  r.  »« :  And  having  find  this,  be,  not  flaying  for  an  anfwer, 
aitaaofanititiit.  immediately  went  out  of  the  judgment*hall  again  to 
the  multitude  of  the  Jen u,  that  flood  before  it,  (v<r. 
28.)  and  faid  to  them,  I  have  examined  this  man  upon 
the  great  article  of  your  charge  againft  him,  as  fetting  np 
himfelf  for  a  king  j  and,  upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  find 
but  that  be  is  an  innocent,  honeft  and  undefigning  crea¬ 
ture,  and  has  been  guilty  of  no  capital  crime,  for  which, 
by  the  Reman  law  he  ought  to  die. 

Batyr hm  39  However,  ye  having  brought  him  bound  as  a 
ftouU°rdeaftoJ  malefaftff  co  me,  and  it  being  cuflomary,  in  honour 
to  pm  one  it  the  of  your  psflbver-feaft,  that  1  (hould  pafs  an  aft  of  grace 
prfToter :  will  y<  for  d&faarging  feme  one  pcifoner  at  your  requeft;  will 
ife&uuluyMtiw  7«  *grec  that  your  king  {hould  be  the  obje£fc  of  this 
king  of  the  mercy,  Gnce  nothing  appears  to  be  proved  againft  him? 

40  pun  cried  40  Pilot *  laid  this  in  hopes  of  putting  an  end  to  their 
ingfNotiSumwI  ®*Kcioi»  pfofctution,  and  of  procuring  bis  liberty ;  But, 
bat  Btnbbu .  inftead  of  falling  in  with  his  propofal,  they  all,  both 
Now  the  rulers,  and  the  people  through  their  in  (ligation,  cried 

wusmb  *  out  in  a  rage,  as  with  one  voice,  No,  no;  we  will  not 
have  this  man  releafed,  but  beg  that  favour  for  Rarab- 
bat.  Now  this  Barabbait  whom  they  fo  fhamefnlly  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  holy  Jefus,  and  that  in  defiance  of  PilatSs 
honourable  teftimooy  to  his  innocence,  was  an  infamous 
criminal,  who  lay  in  prifon  for  fedition,  rubbery,  and 
murder.  (Luke  xiiii.  19.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


Our  raidm-retircmcnts  may  lead  our  thoughts  to  the  ruining  apottacy  of  the 
(left  Adam,  and  from  thence  to  Cod's  gracious  promife,  and  the  redeeming  paC- 
fion  of  the  feeond.  Was  ever  any  creature  fo  willing  to  fuller  and  die,  at  the 
divine  appoLatment,  as  our  deareft  Lord,  who  went,  as  ufual,  to  the  place 
where  he  knew  his  enemies  would  come  to  apprehend  him,  and  went  forth  of 
his  own  accord  to  meet  (hem,  who  otherwife,  with  all  their  Uuthorns  and  tor¬ 
ches,  might  never  have  found  him !  And  as  he  readily  refigned  himfelf  into  their 

hands 


W  °  T  E. 

•  This  it  a  very  important  qneftioo,  which  It  were  only  for  uiforeasrion  in  a  judicial 
many  pal,  but,  like  Pilait,  give  Bp  agon  way,  that  he  mwhrtbe  better  know  hour  to 
before  they  ^et  any -fatisfallion  about  it:  and  proceed  in  the  eric  before  him  ;  or  whether 
it  is  uncertain  whether  hb  asking  it  were  it  were  in  a  way  of  tonumpt  and  (corn,  as 
merely  front  eorjofity,  or  from  fate'  good  ooe  that  made  a  jell  of  troth,  and  derided 
opinion  that  he  had  of  Chrilt’s  ability  to  Chrift  for  his  foletnn  ptaftTiioa  of  coming 
gi  ve  him  aa  account  of  nuih;  or  who  her  co  bear  u  itccfsto  i:. 
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bands,  whom  ht  could  cafily  haw  ftruck  dead*  notwithttaodtog  all  their  num¬ 
bers*  and  their  weapons ;  lb  he  would  allow  of  uo.oppofUiou  to  the  grealeft  dif- 
trdTct  he  wag  called  to  endure  in  obedience  to  bis  Father**  will*  Bat  was 
an y  one  treated  £a  unworthily*  as  be*  who*  though  he  was  the  king  of  1/rael, 
and  had  juft  given  a  demonft ration  of  his  divine  power  and  merer*  was  frrzcil 
win  force  of  arms*  as  if  he  had  been  a  defperate  ruffian*  was  led  about  like  a 
malefador  in  bonds,  and  ruddy  bored  by  a  petty  officer  in  the  pretence  of  the 
whole  council*  as  if  he  had  been  the  tneaneft  frnrant  or  Have  l  And  how  did 
Jews  and  Gentiles  y  priefts  and  people*  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men,  and  among 
kbcni  a  treacherous  difciple,  join  in  affronting,  and  perfecting  him  even  to  the 
death  !  But  white*  contrary  to  all  juftice  and  truth;  decency  and  humanity,  he 
was  charged  with  the  higbeft  crimes*  and  arraigned  for  bis  life*  he  undauntedly 
owned  vhK)  character  as  Meffiah*  the  ting*  wbofe  kingdom  is  not  worldly  and 
carnal*  but  fpiritual  and  heavenly,  and  is  to  be  propagated  and  maintained*  not 
by  the  power  of  the  fwemi,  bit!  by  the  word  of  truth ;  and  Pilate  himlicK* 
whilft  he  was  fitting  in  judgment  upon  our  Lord*  was  forced  to  honour  him 
with  fuch  a  teftimauy  of  his  being  fauHkfs*  as  flreWthat  his  fufferings  were  in¬ 
deed*  not  for  his  own  fins,  but  for  the  (ins  of  the  people;  And  bow  wm 
aH  over-ruled  by  Providence*  to  accompJilh  divine  prophecies  concerning  the 
manner  of  his  death*  and  bis  coming*  as  the  Meffiab,  jolt  upon  the  feeptre's 
departing  from  Judah  /—His  do&riue*  as  well  as  his  perfon  and  caufe*  will  War 
the  of  the  fltrifieft  »a  mi  nation  ;  it  is  the  truth*  which  he  came  into  the 
world  to  reveal  and  confirm*  and  he  will  fluid  by  it*  how  much  fcever  other* 
may  be  offended  at  it*  or  deride  it-  And  0  bow  much  better  is  it  to  leek  Jciu* 
as  a  Saviour,  than  to  feet  occafions  agaittft  him !  And  bow  much  better  to  hear 
him  faying,  /  aw  he,  to  our  fiipport  and  confolation,  than  to  our  terror  and  con- 
fufion  1  He  can  as  caiily  (peak  a  word  for  the  preservation  of  his  difciplcs,  as 
for  the  defeat  of  his  enemies*  But  hgw  dangerous  b  it  to  go  into  the  way  of 
temptation  f  And  bow  dreadfully  may  they  foil*  that  venture  into  bad  company 
without  a  warrant  from  Cod  I— Let  Peter*  denying  his  Lord*  the  Jews  third- 
tug  after  his  blood,  and  preferring  Barabbas  to  him*  while  they  were  hypocriti¬ 
cally  fcrnpulous  about  external  rites  and  ceremonies ;  and  let  Pilate**  coward¬ 
ice*  carnal  policy  and  complai&nce  is  complying  with  them*  fill  us  with  (acred 
horror  and  caution :  And  O  may  the  witilotn,  meeknefs,  and  patience  of  the 
holy  Jcfus,  under  all  indignities  and  hardships,  be  reflected  upon  as  our  c&dui* 
pie,  that  we  may  tread  in  his  fieps  ! 


CHAP,  XIX* 

Tie  remainder  ef  ChrtjVs  trial  before  Pilate,  t> — IJ+  His  condemna¬ 
tion  and  Execution^  i6s — 18*  HU  title  placed  on  the  ero/s  over  Ids 
headl  19*—  22*  Several  circum/Iances  that  attended  his  hanging  on 
the  crofst  23,-29*  His  deaths  and  the  piercing  of  his  Jide9  30* — 
37.  And  his  bursal  by  Jofrph  of  Arimathca  and  Nicodemus*  36* 

— 42* 

Text*  Paraphrase* 

p  1  LATE  beiog  unwilling  to  put  Jefos  to  death, 
jeiui,"  *•  whom  he  believed  to  be  innocent,  and  finding  that 
bis  attempt  for  releaGng  bim  by  a  mere  a&  of  grace 
failed,  and  that  the  people  were  the  more  enraged  by 
his  bardy  propofing  it,  {chap*  xviii.  3$,  40.)  hethongbt 
of  another  expedient  to  appeafe  their  clamour,  and  move 
their  companion  toward  the  royal  priftner :  And  tb=re- 


Ch,  xix. 

Jcfiis,  and  ffcour- 
g«l  him* 


i  And  the  fol* 
til cn  pitted  ft 
rrnwn  #f  thorns, 
and  pm  it  on  h» 
hcut,ftud  ilieyput 
on  him  a  purple 
robe, 


*  And  faid  , 
liait*  kirift  of  the 
Jr**  !  and  they 
finotc  him  vilh 
their  hands. 


4  Pilite  there* 
fnre  went  forth  a  - 
gain*  and  frith  un¬ 
to  them,  Fkhold, 
l  hfing  him  forth 

know  thit  I  Bnd 
no  fault  m  him* 


S  Then  time 
Jefos  forth,  wear¬ 
ing  the  crown  of 
thvm*,  rad  the 
yuirpLcrohc*  And 
Pttate  ftfeh  unto 
them*  Behold  the 
mao ! 


6  When  the 
chief  priefti  Acre- 
fore  and  officen 
n#  hitn  y  they 
aied  out,  faying, 
Crucify  Aim,  cru¬ 
cify  Awe,  Pilate 
frith 
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fore  be  took  and  delivered  bun  to  the  proper  officer,  to 
be  dripped  naked,  and  whipped  publicly  in  an  oppro¬ 
brious  and  fevere  manner,  hoping  that,  after  this  pu- 
ni  foment,  they  might  confrnt  to  his  being  re  leafed. 
(Luke  xxiii.  16.  See  the  note  on  Matth.  xxvii.  26.) 

2  And  Pilate  turned  him  over  to  his  foldiers,  that 
they,  as  Herod's  men  of  war  had  before,  (Luke  xxiii. !  1.) 
might  infolt  him,  and  make  tbemfelves  merry  with  him, 
under  the  character  of  a  king ;  accordingly  they,  in  a 
way  of  barbarous  derition,  wreathing  a  crown  of  thorns, 
clapt  it  on  bis  head,  and  threw  a  purple  garment  upon 
his  wounded  body,  in  mimickry  of  royal  robes,  (fee 
the  note  on  Mark  xv.  17.}  and  put  a  reed  or  caitc  into 
bis  right  hand  for  a  (ham  feeptre  {Mat.  sxvii.  29.) 

3  And  having  thus  dreffed  him  up,  they  fcoffiogly 
imitating  the  cuftom  of  kneeling  before  princes,  and  of 
faluting  them  with  honour  and  joy,  bent  the  knee  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  cried  out,  in  a  ludicrous  manner,  Pco- 
fperity  to  the  king  of  the  Jews  !  They  likcwife  buffet¬ 
ed  him  with,  their  hands,  and  offered  many  other  abulss 
and  indignities  to  him.  {Mattb.  xxvii.  40.) 

4  Then  (“’)  Pilate  ordering  Jefus  to  be  brought  forth 
to  the  Jews,  who  flood  without,  went  himfelf  before 
him,  to  difpofe  them  to  compaffion,  faying,  See  now  ! 
am  presenting  to  you  this  poor  man  again,  in  circuits- 
(lances  of  as  much  mifery  and  contempt  as  ye  could 
with  him  to  be  in,  that  yp  may  apprehend  no  danger 
from  him,  and  may  be  fatisfied  that  I  find  nothing  wor¬ 
thy  of  death,  nor  indeed  any  caufe  for  an  accusation, 
(vtifiixr  Kirua)  in  him,  who  is  to  be  pitied  and  defpifed, 
rather  than  feared  or  envied. 

5.  Upon  his  fpcaking  in  this  manner,  the  meek, 
humble,  and  bolyjeiiis,  appeared  before  them  with  his 
mangled  body,  crown  of  thorns,  and  purple  robe,  and 
with  his  face  alt  over  fmeared  with  fpitile  and  blood  : 
And  Pilate,  pointing  to  him,  faid  to  the  Jews,  Behold 
the  poor  wretched  tnan,  look  at  him,  fee  what  a  figure 
he  makes!  Let  what  has  been  done  to  him  fuffice  ;  and 
now  ler  me  difeharge  him* 

6  But  when  the  chief  prielb  and  Jennfa  officers  fav 
him  under  all  this  mifery  and  contempt,  inftead  of  being 
moved  with  pity,  they  hardened  their  hearts  againit 
him;  and,  infteadof  attempting  to  prove  him  guilty  of 
any  fault,  were  enraged  at  Pilate's  repeated  morion  for 
his  teleafe  ;  They  therefore  cried  out  in  a  tumultuous 
.  manner,  and  with  grear  vehemence  and  outrage.  No, 
no,  this  (hall  not  fatisfy  us;  we  infill  upon  ir,  that  he 
be  crucified, ;  Hereupon,  Pilate  feeing  that  there  was 
:  .no 
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fifth  m*o  thtm, 
T*fctf«blm,  and 
cradfj  ti«;  for  1 
fisd  4iio  id 


T  The  Jew*  ao- 
fwm)  him*  We 
hvvci  law,  and  by 
our  litr  bt  ought 
to  die*  brcmfc  he 
made  himftlf  the 
ftaaf  GocL 


8  When  Pilzte 
therefore  btaid 
tlatfif  ingfbc  int 
the  more  afraid; 


p  And  rat  a- 
pio  into  the 
judgment  *  ball  * 
and  fiitb  unto  Je- 
fuCf  Whetuc  art 
then  ?  Bat  Jdu* 
gate  him  no  an* 
mr* 


ip  Then  filth 
PiUie  onto  him* 
Gpeaktft  rhou  not 
ntiro  me  ?  koov- 
eft  tboanotthitl 
Lire  power tc  cm* 

cify  thee,  and  bave 
power  to  rekafi 
thee? 


tt  JefustnfWci~ 
ed*  Thou  couldft 
have  no  power  at 
«U  agalnft  me, ex¬ 
cept  it  were  given 
thee  from  above : 

there- 


no  appealing  them,  and  being  very  loth  to  comply  with 
their  demands,  laid,  in  a  paffion,  and  with  a  fort  of 
fneer,  If  he  muft  be  crucified,  even  take  him,  and  do  it 
yonrfelves ;  I  cannot  in  juftice  condemn  him  to  death; 
for  1  can  fee  no  manner  of  cattle  for  it.  (See  the  note  on 
Lathe  xxiii*  22.) 

7  The  Jobs  finding  that  Pilate  was  ftill  a  gain  ft  cru¬ 
cifying  him,  and  talked  ironically  of  their  own  doing  it, 
fled  to  another  charge,  laying,  'We  have  an  exprefs  law 
for  putting  biafpbemer*  to  death,  (Lev.  xxiv.  16,}  and 
by  this  law  he  ought  to  die }  for,  faid  they,  he  has  been 
guilty  of  the  high  ell  blafphemy,  by  calling  himfeJf  the 
Son  of  God,  in  fuch  a  peculiar  and  exalted  fenfe,  as  to 
claim  equality  with,  and  make  himfelf  God.  (Chap.  v. 
18.  andx.  33,) 

8  Pilate  hearing  that  Cbrili  aflnmed  the  grand  and 
awful  charafter  of'an  incarnate  Deity,  was  ftruck  with 
great  furprize,  as  not  knowing  what  to  think  of  it,  and 
was  more  than  ever  afraid  of  proceeding  any  further  a- 
gainft  him,  left  he  -  Ihould  bring  divioe  vengeance  on 
his  own  head. 

9  And  therefore  returning  into  the  judgment-ball,  to 
which  be  remanded  Jefus,  be  faid  to  him,  What  is  your 
original?  Are  yon  only  a  man,  or  aFe  you  an  incarnate 
God  ?  Tell  me  your  parentage,  and  from  whence  yon 
came.  But  oor  hlefled  Lord;  knowing  that  Pilate  was 
no  competent  judge  of  this  matter,  and  had  forfeited 
his  right  to  information  about-  it,  by  fo  cruelly  ufing 
him,  whilft  he  believed  him  to  be  innocent,  thought 
proper  to  make  no  reply  to  this  unfeafonable  queftion. 

10  Then  Pilate,  full  of  wonder  and  refemment  at 
this  feeming  contempt  of  his  authority,  faid  to  him, 
with  an  haughty  air.  What  is  the  reafon  that  you  ftaml 
mute,  and  make,  no  anfwer  ?  Do  you  neither  know,  nor 
confider  that  you  are  here,  as  a  Criminal  at  my  bar,  and 
that  your  life  is  in  my  hand,  who  have  power  either  to 
condemn  you  to  be  orncificd,  or  to  difehirge  you,  juft 
as  I  plea  ft? 

11  Jefus,  to  correct  his  miftake  and  arrogance,  re¬ 
plied,  Notwithftandiug  all  this  imperious  boaft,  you 
have  no  legal  authority  but  from  God;  nor  could  you 
exercife  any  power  to  my  hurt,  had  not  my  heavenly 
Father  appointed  and  permitted  it,  for  glorious  ends 
and  purpoCss,  which  you  are  ignorant  of,  and  far  from 
defigoiag  to  accompli ih ;  Though  *  therefore  your  fin 


N  O  T  Z. 

*  Tftrtfir!  may  prohahjy  rrft,  vhieh  the  yirwr *t  that  (i me  had  not;  atd 

to  Ptielft having  judkial/iWr  frtneitve,  tbirekt*,  ibcngb  he  «n>  prvrultd  on  by 

iheif 
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tbcrefeff  be  l bit 

dciivntdmeDDto 
thee  hath  the^rest* 
er  fiit. 
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ii  And  from 
ihrnccfoitb  Pihrtc 
fought  to  rcleafe 
him:  huttbt  Je*s 
cried  out  fayui^ 
[f  thoo  Let  ihu 
man  go,  them  art 
nntCeftr*sfrlend* 
Whofoever  mat* 
nh-himictf  a  king 
fpeakah  igiuut 

Geftr* 


ljWhetiPilat* 
therefore  heard 
that  faying  ►  he 
brought  Jtfo# 
forth  ,  and  f»t 
downlntbc  judg¬ 
ment' fat,  in  a 
plm  thatii  called 
the  pa'frram  Jwt 
ia  the  Hebrew  ( 
Gibbuha* 


t*  And  h  wai 
theppimbnof 
the  pdllgTtr,  add 
lboot  the  Cxtk 
tour;  ud  he  faith 
onto 


u  great  in  hearkening  to  the  clamours  of  the  people, 
afld  in  abating  jour  raft,  as  »  magi  fti  ate,  by  ufing  me 
fo  HI,  and  (bat  indefiance  0<f  your  own  convi&ions  of 
my  being  fauftWs ;  yet  the  fin  of  Judas  and  Caiaphat , 
and  of  alt  die  people  of  the  Jews,  who  have  brought  me 
before  you  as  a  criminal,  is  ftill  more  abundantly  ag¬ 
gravated,  as  being  committed  againlt  kfcown  inftances 
of  my  extraordinary  power  and  goodnds,  and  with  the 
greateft  ingratitude  arid  roadice. 

ia  From  this  time  forward,  Pilate>  being  ftiU  fur¬ 
ther  perfuaded  of  Ghrift’s  innocence,  and  of  the  fent, 
malice,  was  more  than  ever  defirous  in  bimfolf,  and  in- 
duftrious  in  dealing  with  them,  to  get  him  difeharged: 
Bot  the  Jews  finding  that  their  laft  accufation  rather  ob- 
ftraded,  than  promoted  their  blood-thirfty  defign,  re¬ 
turned  to  their  former  charge;  and  .enforced  it  with  an 
argument,  which  touched  Pilot*  in'  the  tendered  part, 
crying  out  with  ftill  greater  noifc  and  vehemence,  If 
you  will  not  crucify  him  to  oblige  us  ;  yet  how  will 
you  anfwer  it  to  the  emperor  ?  It  will  be  proved  again  ft 
you  that  you  berray  your  truft,  and  have  not  a  due  re¬ 
gard  to  bis  authority  and  government,  in  cafe  you  let 
bis  competitor  go  free ;  fince  whofoever  fets  htmfelf  up 
for  a  ling,  in  one  of  Ctt/aPs  provinces,  is  guilty  of 
high  treafon  agaioft  him,  and  fays,  in  effeft,  that  he  it 
not  its  rightful  foverefgu. 

13  when  therefore  Pilate  heard  them  talk  as  if 

they  would  aecufe  him  of  unfaithfulness  to  Cafarx  hts 
fears  of  Tiberius' a  wrath,  who  was  a  jealous  prince, 
bore  down  hts  concern  for  Jefus ;  and  being  of  a  timo¬ 
rous  temper,  and  ebuting  rather  to  fin  than  differ,  he 
ordered  Jefus,  with  his  thorny  crown  and  purple  robe 
upon  him,  to 'be  conduced  out  of  the  hall ;  '£■*) 

and  he  htmlelf  went,  and  fat  down  on  a  throne  of  judg¬ 
ment  to  pafs  (entente  upon  him,  in  another  place,  which 
was  called  the  ftonf-paveroent  *,  (wt»?fcr«)  bit  in  the 
Jews  language,  Cobbalha,  which  fignifics  a  railed  or 
elevated  place. 

14  -  And,  as  to  the  time  when  things  were  brought, 
to  this  crifis,  it  was  the  day  before,  and  fo  the  prepa¬ 
ration  f  day  for  the  pafiover-fabbath,  and  about  fix  of 
the  clock  in  the  morning,  a  folemn  day  and  time,  when 
the  Jrwst  and  efpecully  the  priefts,  ought  to  have  been 


em~ 


NOTES. 

their  importunity  to  abufc  hb  power,  his  Am  not  jp>  into  Vitett  jodgmciM-LiJ!,  ho 
was  left  than  theta,  wbofr  malice  and  envy  -L— *  n--  Lt-  Lr3 - 1  ***  1 — Jr— - 


p  refled  him  to  it. 

*  Dr  Ltgbtfwl  feemed  to  think  that  tM$ 
the  room  where  the  fondhedrim 

uted  to  ht;  aod  (ot  when  the  7^*  vould 


into  thfit*:  See  hjs  Kirr w  and  TebnmJicat 
exarifetitift  on  the  p!:ic;* 
f  This  was  oa  what  is  called 
and  for  the  time  of  day,  tec  the  notes  oe 
thf.  i*  jp.  *jod  MatI  i;  * 
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tontoth* 
hold  your  king* 


if  But  they  cried 
out  1  Away  with 
him  t  away  with 
bu nf  ciiKify  bun* 
Pilate  filth  unto 
them,  Shall  1  Cru¬ 
cify  your  king? 
The  chief  priefts 
anfwertd  >  We 
hare  no  king  but 
Cefir* 


itfThen  deliver^ 
ed  he  him  there* 
£prc  onto  them  to 
be  crucified,  And 
they  took  Jdus, 
and  led  him  a  way# 


ry  And  he  f 
Bearing  his  croft, 
went  forth  into  a 
place  cdlrti  tht 
flatc  of  a  ikuU, 
which  is  called  in 
the  Hebrew  Gol¬ 
gotha  ; 


il  Where  they 
crucified  him, and 
two  other  with 
him, on  either  tide 
one,  and  Jefus  in 
the  midfl* 

And  Pilate 
wrote 
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employed  in  facretl  work :  And  Pilate ,  having  placed 
himfelf  on  the  judgment-  feat,  called  to  the  Jevtt,  fay¬ 
ing,  Look  at  your  king;  fee  what  a  mi&rahle  and  def« 
picable  appearance  he  makes:  Is  this  the  man,  from 
whom  any  danger  to  the  government  is  to  be  expe&ed  ? 
Is  it  worth  while  to  condemn  fuch  a  one  to  .death  for 
pretending  to  the  crown  ? 

15  But  they,  inftead  of  being  in  the  lead  mollified 
or  afhamed,  cried  aloud,  and  eagerly  repeated  it,  Away 
with  him  out  of  our  fight,  we  bate  to  fee  him  ;  hang 
him  up  on  a  crofs,  as  one  that  deferves  to  die  under  a 
curfe.  Pilate,  feeing  their  implacable  enmity  and  fury 
againft  him,  replied,  Whacthen,  have  yc  no  companion 
for  him,  nor  concern  for  your  own  honour  ?,Mu&I  pafs 
fo  ignominious  a  fentence,  as  that  of  crucifixion,  upon 
your  king  ?  the  chief  priefta,  though  at  other  times  they 
were- great  (ticklers  for  JevtiJb  freedom,  and  boafted 
that  they  were  never  in  bondage  to  ^ny  man,  {chap. 
viii.  33.}  yet  now  to  pleafe  Pilate,  and  ferve  their  ma¬ 
licious  turn,  virtually  renounced  God’s  dominion  over 
them,  and  publicly  owned  that  the  feeptre  wasdepartcad 
from  them,  in  an  exprefs  declaration,  that  Cafar  was 
their  only  king, 

16  Then  Pilate,  having  no  longer  courage  to  drive 
againil  the  dream,  pafTed  fentence  upon  bur  Lord,  de¬ 
livering  him  up,  according  to  their  demand.  (See  the 
notes  on  Mattb .  xxvii.  26.)  And  no  fooner  was  this 
done,  than  they  hurried  him  away  by  the  affiftance  of 
the  foldiers,  who  then  took  off  his  purple  robe,  and 
put  on  his  own  clothes  again,  {Mattb.  xxvii.  31.);  and 
they  led  him  to  the  place  of  execution,  like  a  lamb  to  the 
daughter,  without  delay,  left,  the  governor  fhould  change 
his  mind,  or  the  friends  of  Jefus  fhould  rife  to  refeue  him. 

17  And  he,  carrying  his  crofs  upon  his  (houlders, 
(fee  the  note  on  Mattb .  xxvii.- 32.)  went  out  of  the 
city  to  a  place  called  Golgotha,  in  the  dialed!  then  li¬ 
fe  <1  by  the  Jews,  which  fignifies  the  place  of  a  fkul), 
and  which  was,  ceremonially  unclean,  it  being  the 
common  place  where  criminals  were  executed,  and  ma¬ 
ny  of  their  fkulls  and  bones  were  left,  (fee  the  note  on 
Mattb .  xxvti.  33.)  and  fo  was  a  fit  emblem  of  Ohrid’* 
being  made  fin  for  us. 

18  There  they  crucified  him  in  company  with  two 
thieves,  {Mattb.  xxvii.  38.)  one  of  which  hung  on  his 
right  hand,  and  the  other  on  his  left,  as  if  he  had  been 
the  greareth  (inner  of  them  all,  whilft  in  that  manner 
be.  wat  numbered  with  tranfgrcjfort.  ( Ifa .  liii.  12.) 

19  And  as  it  was  ufual  for  the  caufe  of  condemna¬ 

tion 
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wrote  trill*;  *nd 
pot  iron  die  croft. 
And  the  writing 
w%  JESUS  OF 
NAZARETH, 
THIS  KING  OF 
THE  JEWS. 


l&Tfiis  tide  then 
read  mauf  of  the 
Jew*;  for  the  place 
wheie  Jcfvs  was 
trudtie!  wes  nigh 
totliischpandit 
was  written  jo  He¬ 
brew,  ^•GTCtk, 
aid  Latin. 


a  i  Then  Aid 
the  chief  priefb  of 
the  Jew*  to  Pi¬ 
late,  Write  not* 
The  king  of  the 
Jews:  butcher  be 
fndt  lam  king  of 
ffcejcwt. 


it  Pibte  an* 
fwered  ,  What  t 
ha*e  written  I 
have  written.  - 


i)  Thai  the  fob 
dim,  when  they 
fud  crucified  Je- 
fas,  took  his  gar- 
roent^fdod  made 
four  pans*  to  eve¬ 
ry  foldicr  a  pm,) 
and  alib  bis  qd?U 
i;ov  the  coat  wa* 
without  feaiDjWO- 
«n  from  the  top 
throughout. 

They  iaid 
therefore  among 
Eltwniches,  Let 
us 
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tion  to  be  fig ni Red  -in  writing}  and  placed  over  tBe  heads : 
0/  thofe  that  were  crucified  j  fo  Pilate  wrote  this  inferip* 
lion,  Jitsit.1  of  NiiiiETH;  th«  King  of 
th  fe  ‘  J  ETjj  and  ordered  it  to  be  fixed  on  the  top  of 
Cbrifl’s  crofej  above  bia  hefcd  *  which,  whoever  Pilate 
defigned,  was  overifuled  by  Providence,  TO  be,  in  ef- 
fe&j  a  condemnation  of  his  own  unrighteous  judgment 
and  an  honour* to  the  hoJy  Jefuij  as  having  been  put 
to  that  (hameful  death,  only  for  afferting  a  titie,  which 
he  bad  a  juft  claim  to,  and  oould  not  bedi  veiled  of; 

so  This  title  was  read  by  great  numbers'  of  yVtkr, 
that  were  come  from  all  countries  tp  celebrate  the  paf- 
fover  At  Jtrvfalem  ,*  For  the  place  of  crucifixion  was 
neartbe  ciry  ;  and  the  infeription  was  made  in  large' 
letters  of  the  Hebrew,  Greek ,  and  Lciin  tongues,  the 
mod  known  languages  of  that  day  4  and  fo,  as  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  Meffiah’s  death  was  to  extend  to  perfons  of  alt 
nations,  many  of  them  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
the  caufe  for  which  he  fuffered  ir. 

21  This  was  indeed  fuch  an  honourable  and  public 
tefttmonial  to  the  dying  Saviour,  as  might  eafily  be 
con  ft  rued  to  bis  advantage ;  and  Therefore  the  chief 
priefts  among  the  Jew t  were  highly  difpltafed  at  itj  and 
went  to  Pilate  with  a  requeft,  that,  inftead  of  thefe 
words.  The  Kin&of  the  Jews,  it  might  be 
wrote.  He  said,  T  ah  the  King  of  the 
Jews;  and  (o  the  infamy  of  a  pretender  might  be 
fixed  on  bis  memory,  and  the  difgrace  of  their  king’s 
being  crucified  might  not  lye  upon  them. 

22  But  Pilate  was  fomuch  out  of  temper,  for  their 
having,  in  a  manner,  forced  him  to  condemn  Jefus,  and 
was  fo  offended  at  their  boldrefs,  in  pretending,  after 
all,  to  correct  the  form  of  his  in  fen  pt  ion,  and  God  fo 
influenced  his  mind  to  abide  by  this  cqtiftru&tve  refii- 
mony  to  Chr ill’s  real  character,  that  he  refolutely  re¬ 
plied,  What  I  have  written  ftiall  ftand  without  any  al¬ 
teration, 

23  Now  the  foldiets  having  ft  ripped  Jefus  of  his 
clothes  again,  when  they  came  to  fallen  him  to  the 
crofs,  took  them  as  their  Own  perquifite,  and,  while 
they  were  watching  him,  diverted  thCmfelves  with  di¬ 
viding  the  fpoih  the  bulk  of  his  clothes  they  laid  in 
four  parcels,  of  which  every  foldter  had  one,  there  be¬ 
ing  only  four  of  them  .that  were  immediately  employ¬ 
ed  iu  crucifying  bim  :  But  as  bis  upper-garment  was 
without  any. Team,  being  woven  or  knit  all  in  one  piece 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom  $ 

24  They  therefore  faid  one  to  another,  Do  not  let 

Vet.  If,  t  h  H  us 
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iu  not  tent  i%bnt  us  divide  this  coat  into  four  parts,  which  would  uitcr- 
®i?  ^  £  il*  ly  Ipoil  it  >  hot  la' us  caft  lots,  to  determine  which  of 
that  thL Ten ptorc  -  us  (hall  have  the  whole.  Thu  they  accordingly  did,  God 
might  be  fulfilled,  fo  ordering  it  in  hit  providence,  that,  contrary  to  their 
winch  foth'Thty  (jef,gn  or  knowledge,  •  a  remarkable  prophecy  of  the 
emongthen,  and  Media h  might  be  fulfilled  in  this  very  ciicumfta'oce. 
Tor  my  vcflurc  where  it  is  faid,  {P/aL  xsii.  18.')  They  parted  my  gar- 
Idol  Tlwfe  thine*  menis  omaug  them,  and  caft  kti  !vfon  my  vefture :  Hence 
thnvfcncthcibm-  it  was  that  the  foldiers  were  iecretly.  influenced  to  do 
m  diJ.  tbefe  things,,  relating  to  Chaffs  clothes. 

*5  Now  thttt  25  And,  (*•)  while  Jcfus  hung  upon  the  ends,  Jevc- 
5SattS  tai  rQ8  women  ftood  near  it,  partieolarly  his  own 
tber,  and  hi*  mo-  mother,  after  the  ncfii ;  and  her  fitter,  Mary,  vbo  was 
th«r’s iiffer.Manr  the  wife  of  Cleophoj  * \  and  Mary  MagiaUne,  out  of 
phufand  Mare  whom  he  had  caft  (even  devils.  Thefehaving  a  touch* 
Magdalen*.  ing  and  affe&iouatc  concern  for  him,  ventured  to  get 
as  near  as  they  could,  to  behold  with  weeping  eyes,  and 
lament  with  aching  hearts,  the  difmal  tragedy,  which 
was  like  a  /ward  piercing  through  hu  mother* s  foal.  [Lake 
ii.  35.) 

*«  wfien  Jefes  2d  Jefus  therefore  calling  his  eye  upon  his  dear  mo- 
ill*  t*1<r»  Mary,  as  (he  was  (fending  by  the  crofs,  together 
difeipie’  landing  with  that  difctple  whom  he  had  all  along  diftinguitticd 
br  vhim  he  l©-  by  the  moft  familiar  tokens  of  bis  love,  tenderly  re* 
M*  mBhcr^  Wo*  commended  her  to  his  Special regards:  And  this  he  did 
mm,  behold  thy  in  fuch  a  prodent  manner,  as  might  fofeen  her  grief, 
and  not  eipofe  her  to  the  obfervation  and  fury  of  his  <- 
ucmies,  as  one  fo  nearly  a-Hn  to  himfclf ;  and  as 
might  intimate,  that  her  relation  to  him,  according  to 
the  flelh,  was  then  expiring,  and  that  he  died  under  a 
higher  chara&er,  than  that  of  her  (bn,  faying  to  her, 
and  at  the  fame  time  turning  hU  head,  and  looking  to¬ 
ward  that  difctple.  Woman,  obfcrve  the  man,  who  will 
take  care  of  you,  and  pay  the  duty,  honour,  and  af¬ 
fection  of  a  ion  to  you. 

BelrcSrdpS  ;}7/rhen  Vh«difciple,  faying  to  him, 

BehoU  ihy  mo  31,(1  turning  hts  head  again  toward  her,  behold  your 
■  iter*  Ajui from  mother,  whom  I  commit  to  yoar  filial  reverence,  care, 
^  and  kindnefi,  as  if  flic  had  bore  you  in  hep  own  body  + : 

And 

NOTES- 

*  the  writer  of  this  Gofpel,  was  olfo  of  filial  love  trhJ  duty,  in  putting  her  unilrr 

(landing  with  them,  00  appears  from  the  the  care  of  the  apoftlc  Jeba.  to  provide  (<n 
iscxt  verft  ;  Ixit  one  of  modefty  did  nor  fay  her;  who,  tboagh  he,  lite  the  reft  of  thr 
n  was  btmfelf :  And  Afarjr,  who  was  of  C/f-  apofUes,  bad  quitted  all  his  bnfineft  and  af* 
tphast  M  Kko-tx)  is  thought  by  hits  in  ilfr  tb  follow  Chiift,  might  never* 

ibmc  to  have  been,  uot  the  wife,  but  the  theUfr  retain  lm  property  in  what  he  had 
daughter  of  CUofhaf.  before  he  kft  off  trade,  or  in  what  his  father 

*  husband  JofipA  was  probably  by  Ztbedte  hid  afterward*  given  biu.  Eat  it  if 
this  time  dead  i  And  Jdus,  who  had  taken  uncertain  where  he  dwelt,  uuL  bow  long. 
earc  of  her  hitherto,  having  none  of  this  rj  liycd  yilli  himv 

world:  $  goods  to  leave  hera  gave  an  example 
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that  hcprtbatdt£ 
ctple  look  her  no- 
w  hU  own  Aottft 


iB  After  thnje* 
fin  knowing  that 
alt  thing*  wttt 
now  accempliftL- 
cdt  that  the  fc rip* 
tint  might  he  FilW 
filled  ,  fifth  >  1 
thirih 


19  Kow  there 
uratftt  a  vefflel  foil 
of  Tin* gar  t  *nti 
theyfiUHaTpungc 
with  vinegar,  tnd 
pot  it  upon  byf- 
fopt  ittd  put  ft  to 
bu  mouth* 
jo  When  Jdb* 
therefor*  w  rc* 

c tired  the  vine¬ 
gar,  he  find,  It  Is 
mriihcd  >  *nd  he 
bowed  his  head, 
and  gave  op  the 
ghoft. 


And  thatdifciple  was  fo  affefted  with  theft  wof-d$,that, 
in  love  and  obedience  to  bis  Lord*  be,  from  that  lime 
forward,  took  hrr  into  his  own  houfe  and  family,  and 
treated  her  with  all  the  refpeft  due  to  a  pare  nr* 

.  lit  After  this,  Jcfos  knowing  that,  according  to 
eternal  agreements  benreeo  the  Father  and  him,  and 
according  to  antient  prophecies  concerning  him,  every 
thing  ^**9  was  juft  upon  the  point  of  being 

perfectly  accompli  (bed,  to  the  full  farisfa&ion  of  divine 
juftice  ;  he  faid,  as  well  he  might,  confidering  what  a 
fever  he  was  in,  thief  fatigue,  pain,  and  auguifli,  *  I 
am  grievoufly  .a*thirft* 

ap  Now  there  was,  near  at  hand  f>  a  ve(Td  full  of 
vinegar  j  and  the  foldiere,  tilling  o  fpunge  with  that 
liquor,  fhtek  it  upon  the  top  of  a  reed*  or  lung  ft'slk  of 
by flop,  and  lifted  it  Up  to  his  mduth,  that  he  might  fuck  it* 

30  When  therefore  Jefus  had  tailed  the  vinegar,  in 
accomplifhnoent  of  a  prophecy  relating  to  his  hit  mo* 
meets,  [P/ahn  latx.  ai.)  he  hid,  to  the  honour  of  hfa 
Father,  the  confution  of  devils,  the  joy  of  flints,  and  hia 
own  triumph.  Now  all  is  over,  and  done  to  perfection : 
{Ttnxifw}  the  great  counfel  of  God  my  Father,  my  en* 
gagetnents  to  him,  the  types  and  prophecies  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  relating  to  the  work  of  redemption,  and  the 
full  meafure  of  my  fufferings  according  to  all  tftefe,  are 
now  accomplilhed  tofne  utmoft;  the  ceremonial  law  ta 
fulfilled  and  abollflied ;  the  moral  law  is  finished  and 


magnified  j  and  end  is  made  of  tin >  an  everlaiting  righ- 
teoufnefe  U  bought  in  ;  the  covenant  of  grace  is  fully 
confirmed  j  the  foundation  of  the  church  is  completed  j 
God  is  glorified  J  all  the  powers  of  darknefs  are  vanquilh- 
ed  j  and  the  whole  work,  which  my  Father  gave  me  to 
do  upon  earth,  is  finUhed:  And,  having  fpoke  in  this 
manner,  he,  to  fhew  his  willingnefs  to  die,  immedi* 
ately  bowed  down  his  bead,  and  breathed  our  his  holy 
foul,  faying,  with  faith  and  fervour,  and  with. a  land 
voice,  Fatkrrf  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  fpiriL  ( Lukd 
liiiu  4 6*  fee  the  note  on  Mattb,  xxrii*  50*) 

3!  Then 

NOTES. 

*  The  rtaJort  of  ottr  Lord.**  frying  this  th«r  ^  m  they  fh^ntld  haveoc:=G^:i  for  li, 
not  from  any  tnarmurmg  complaint  of  while,  they  were  attending  the  cr.>dG*ion  ? 
his  fullering*  i  but  ta  evidence  that  the  moft  This  fopr  liquid  ihcv  gw  to  Chrii*,  inltcji 
minute  circumfhnecs,  which  the  Jcripturc  of  *  cardial  or  a  con  ting  draught ;  An  l  their 
had  foretold  of  the  Mcflwh*  were  fulfilled  by  flop,  tifcc  their  muffanl-trce,  hcingofitii.^i 
in  him,  a$  particularly  in  Ffttim  t$ -  W  larger  growth  than  mir*,  might  sj  tii-rrl  a  ltsix 

Ui*.  »i,  My  i&sgut  deavab  to  my  }awi ;  and  km  £  enough  to  reach  up  to  his  mo-nh,  m  hs 
fc  My  ibirfi  ibeygaw  me  megarh  dridt*  Iinng  upon  the  croli;  or  n  Jimnj'.o  H'M 
|  Vinegar,  raided  with  water,  ia  &«!  to  vinegar  ml^ht  t>c  fiu?koo  tlio  u-p  oj 
l.-ve  been  iht  drink  of  the  ibldicrs ;  other  rowlf  la  the  niidfi  oi  a  hunch  ta£  by  t:op« 

tkb  vcfli'Uf  Tineg^r  rrAghi  hr  Ctl  J»r  xipUr:*?.) 

il  *>  *  ^ 


4^4 
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31  The  Jew* 
therefore,  becaufe 
it  waitbe  prepara¬ 
tion,  ifru  the  bo¬ 
dies  fhouhl  091 K- 
main  upon  the 
erois  on  the  Tab* 
bath-day  »  (far 
that  fabbath-day 
was  an  high  day,) 
be  fought  Piliw 
that  their  legs 
might  he  broken* 
and  that  they 
might  be  taken  ^ 
way. 


31  Then  ('"')  the  Jews  wejit,  and  intreated  P’tlatt 
to  give  orders  for  the  legs  of  the  three  crucified  men  to 
be  broken,  that  they  might  be  the  more  effe&tully  dif- 
paiched,  and  that  thereupon- their  hodies-might  be  taken 
down  from  the.  crofs  before  the  fabbath ;  becaufe  the 
day  on  which  they  were  crucified  was  the  day  of  pre¬ 
paration  for  an  extraordinary  fabbath  of  pecuKar  fokm- 
nity,  it  being  m  tbe  palfover-week:  And  thefehypocrites 
pretended  to  have  fb  high  a  veneration  for  this  fabbath, 
as  nor  to  he  able  to  bear  the  thoughts  of  its  being  defiled 
and  difgraced,  by  the  crucified  bodies  -  continuing  to 
hang  npon  the  crofo,  and  being  expofed  to  public  view 
on  that  day  ;  though,  inftead  of:  making  due  preparation 
for  it,  they  had  been  in  the  vileft  manner  imbruing  their 
hands  in  the  moll  innocent  and  nobb  blood  that  ever 


was  fhed.. 


ji  Tlieo  came 
ibe  fbldicri,  ind 
brake  the  lejp  of 
the  (iijl^nH  of  tbe 
other  which  w» 
crucified  with  him, 

33  Bi:t  when 
they  uiiic  to  Je- 
fu$,  and  faw  that 
he  was  dead  atm* 
dy,  they  brake  hoc 
his  legs. 

34  Hut  one  of 
the*  ibMicn  with 
afpear  pierced  bis 
fide  ,  and  for: It* 
with  came  there 
out  blood  and  wa¬ 
ter. 


3$  And  he  that 
ftw  it  bare  record ; 
Md  hU-  record 
h  true  z  md  he 
knoweth 


32  Accordingly^  PitaU  9a\\  gratifying  tfem  fo  far 
as  to  comply  with  this  requeft,  fome  of  the  foldier* 
came,  and  broke  the  legs  of  both,  the  male fadors  that 
were  crucified  with  our  Lord,  there  being  fymptoms  of 
remaining  life  in  them* 

3  j  Bat  when  they  came  op  to  Jefus,  with  2  defign 
of  doing  the  like  to.  him*  as  {«*}  they  plainly*  few  that 
he  was  certainly  dead  already,  they  forbore  breaking 
histegR).  there  being  no  occaGon  for  it* 

34  But,  to  put  the  matter  part  all  difputewith  others* 
as  well  as  themfelvesi  and  to  fhew  their  fpite  at  him,  as 
well  as  to  make  fure  of  his  death  in  the  moft  effectual 
manner,.  one  of  the  foldiers  tbruft  a  fpear  into  his  fide  j 
and  immediately  there  ran  out  of  the  wound  *'bo:h- 
blood  amt  water,  ib  diftinfUy,  as, to  be  cafily  difcemcd 
by  their  different  colours. 

35  And  the  writer  jof  this  Gofpd,  who  was  an  eye- 
witnefe,  took  very  particular  notice  of  it,  as  a  remark* 
able  circumilance,  which  not  outy  proved  that  Jefus 
was  really  dead,  but  like  wife  (as  be  afterwards  knew) 
carried  an  intimation  of  the  justifying  aod  fanftifying 
virtue  of  his  death;,  and  this  biftorianVrccord  is  faith¬ 


ful  and  true ;  Yea, 
w  0 

*  How  far  the  fpesr  entered  GhnlPs  body, 
and  viic*h«i  it  (truck  imo  the  cavity  of  the 
breaft,  or  into  the  pericardium,  and  let  out 
the  luprid,  in  which  the  heart  fwiors  there; 
or  whether  it  pierced  the  heart  itfelf,  has  been 
variably  Conjectured  z  and  poflfoly  k  may 
be  didic^t  to  account  far  this  diftioa  flow  of 
blood  and  water,  npon  the  principles  of  ana¬ 
tomy*  Hut  ii  wag  an  evident  proof  that  Je- 
iuf  wu  really  dead  ;  and  there  was  fomethiug 
extraordinary  and  my(Uriou$,  if  not  nail*-1 


he  being  not  only  an  eyc-wUnefsof 


culoutf  in  tMs  ditvmlhncc  of'  hii  doth* 
Cnee  the  ZvangflHV  here  Eakd  futh  parifcu- 
tar  notire  of  it,  and  lays  frcli  weight  upon 
the  truth  of  bU  record  about  it*  (ivr.  35.) 
and  refers  to  it,  (i  John  v«  tf,  8*)  a*  a  mat* 
ter-of  great  importance,  faying.  This  rj  he 
that  carte  by  water  ntd  bM^  even  Jtfits  0*rid9 
mt  by  water  aniy^  but  by  water  ami  blood.  And 
then  are  three  that  hear  wituefi  On  earthy  the 
fftriti  and  the  water and  tbfb!wdy  and  fLjt 
terer  agree  \n  oce* 


Ck  rir* 

kmnieth  that  lie 
itf  ch  ttw,  that  yc 
might  bcfov£  - 


3*  For  ihofe 

things  vftredoitO, 
that  the  frriprurc 
Ihoutd  be  fulfilled* 
A  bone  of  him 
(hall  not  be  fro* 
ken^ 


37  AibS  again 
another  ftrlpture 
faiih.  They  (hall 
look  ODhim  *hoio - 
they  pierced* 

38  And  after 
this,  Jofcphof  A* 
rimuhea  (being  a 
difdpit  of  Jdnt, 
but  fceretly  for 
feat  of  the  Jcwsy) 
befrught  PiJatc 
tJutbemT*f«t:*kc 
away  the  body  of 
jdiu:  afldPibte 
gavo  bitty  leave, 
lie  ci roe  there¬ 
fore,  and  took  the 
body  oi  Jefus* 

30  And  there 
C  zm  e  a!  to  Nicode- 
nujf,  (which  at 
the  Cm  .came  to 
JefiiS  by  eight,) 
and  brought  a 
mixtortof  myrrh 
and  aloes,  about  an 
hundred  pound 
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it*'  huf  beinglikewife  under  the  conduft  of  the  Spirit 
of  truth*  is  folly  allured  that  bis  fenfes  did  not  deceive 
hiin  j  hut  that  what  he  here -commits  to  writing  is  in* 
fallibly  true,  which  he  declares,  (‘|I*)  to  the  end  that  ye* 
to  whom  this  ttrAimonyOul!  come*,  in  every  age*  may  ' 
believe  in  JefuS;  as  the  true  Meffiah,  who  died  and  role 
again  for  cJeanfing  from  the  guilt  and  defilement  of  fin, 
by  his  blood  and  fpirit,  through  faith  in  him. 

.  3d  For  how  trivial  ioever  the  circmnftances  of  net 
breaking  his  legs*  and  of  piercing  him  with  a  fpear, 
may  teem  to  he ;  they  were  ordered  by  Providence,  that 
two  different  predictions  of  the  Mtffiah  might  be  lite¬ 
rally  fulfilled  in  him  ;  One  is,  what  God  commanded 
about  the  pafcbal  lamb,  which  was  an  cm  mem  type  of 
Chrift,  {1  Cor.  v.  y.)  faying,  '*  Not  t  bone  ofitjbdll  be 
broken.  (Bxoet:  sit.  46.) 

37  And  the  other  is,  what  the  icriprure  fays,  with  a 
plain  reference  to  .him,  {Zeeh.  sti.  10.)  They  Jba.ll  look 
on  him  wham  they  have  pierced. 

-  38  And, after  it  appeared  that  Jefus  was  really  -dead, 
Jofepb  of  Jrimathea,  that  honourable  counfcilor,  ^fee 
the  note  on  Lube  sxiii.  -jo,  51.)  who  was  in  heart  well' 

.  affeAed  toward  him,  and  a  bdiever  in  him,  though  hi¬ 
therto  he  had  not  ventured  to  make  an  open  profcffioa 
of  it,  for  fear  of  fufljrrtng  reproaches  and  injuries  from 
the  Jraiea  This  %ofepb,  1  fay,  being  a  man  of  figure 
and  intereft,  now  took  courage,  and  going  to  Piiatet 
begged  a  warrant  -for  empowering  him  to  take  down  the  ’ 
body  of  Jefus,  and  to  have  the  difpofal  of  it;  and  Pi¬ 
late  granted  bis  requeft,  who  accordingly  went,  and 
took  the  body  down  from  the  crofs,  that  be  might  give 
it  an  honourable  burial. 

3  9  These  came  like  wife  Nicodemust  who  was  alfo  a 
ruler  of  the  Jean*  and  a  member  of  their  great  coun¬ 
cil,  and  who  h.id  formerly  gone  to  jefus  in  private  by 
night,  for  £ttUfa£tion  about  his  doQrioe  and  chara&er, 
{chap.  iii.  1,2.  and  vit.  50.} ;  and  he  being  a  rich  man, 

,  and  hiving  got  more  courage  now  than  before^breoght 
a  great  quantity,  about  an  hundred  pound  weight,  of  a 
fine  embalming  mixrure,  compofed  chiefly- of  myrrh 
and  aloes,  for  his  funcraL 

40  Thefe 

T  H. 

not  lie  broken,  as  well  as  tbdr  eating  un¬ 
leavened  bread  might  likewife  be  Hclijrneit 
to  keep  up  a  memorial  of  the  batte  with 
which  God  delivered  them,  anti,  as  fame 
have  tboujjht,  might  pr-Ushly  ptefifiuc  the 
lirvngth  ngnifiett  by  unbroken  hone*  with 
which  Chrift  our  pa(u>vtr  wmitgbt  filvaticti, 
he  his  being  erucilicd  far  us.  YtJ. 

Lu. 


N  O 

*  Though  God  Is  feverrign  in  1>I>  in  (lit  u- 
ilons,  and  his  bare  command  is  a  fiifficicnt 
obligation  to  nbierve  them ;  yet  as  he  ap- 
pointed  (fraet  lo  eat  the  paSovtr,  unth  rirfr 
t  .itfS  prdfi),  their  pnt%  sa  !heir\feet,  asrt  tier 
yr-jjf  in  their  bond ;  and  they  were,  in  that 
manner,  to  esi it  is  bajlt,  heemje  i/irM/V 
far  it' 1  pn/F/ver,  (Krarf.  aii.  rt.)  ft)  his  eom* 
r.jul  iLut  u  hone  of  the  palchel  Utah  iicu'd 


4S 6 


Ch*  xir. 


4ft  tW  tflqk 
they  ibe  body  of 
Jefas*  and  wound 
it  tfjoihcs/ 

wjth  th^  fpi«st!« 

the  manner  of  l\\c 

Jot£  » to  bury. 


4t  -Not  in  the 

p^wc  where  be 
VMCrudnedihcte 
vasa^fdenl  wd 
In  the  gii-dcn  * 
nev  fepulthre , 
yffcreiu  w*s  never 
sup  yet  laid* 


,  Thfiit  btid 
they  Jcfut  i  here¬ 
to**, Vrsufe  '*f the 
Jewt  preparation* 
db*f  for  the  leput- 
cKre  w!if  i;i£b  « 
brand. 


7V  £v®^rt5/  j0HH  paraphtafed. 

40  Thefe  two  perfons  therefore,  (")  «*<>  were  fo 
remarkable  (or  their  high  rank  and.  ftanon,apd  for 
their  former  cowardice  and  weakuefs  of  ™th,  1°'“^ 
together  in  tcftifjipg  thpir  affedion  and  refpea  toChntt, 
by  taking  down  bis  body  from  the  profe,  and  wrapping 
it  no  with  Kn«n  clothes,  and  with  prefervauye,  »  well 
ps  fragrant  (pices,  according  to  toe  Jfwijb  cuironim 
burying  perfops  of  reputation. and  eminence*,  whole 
bodies  did  not  life  to  be  etphoyreUed,  hut  perfumed  and 

cmbaJ^wh  wai  8  garden  near  that  (pot  of  grQund 

where  Jefos  was  cipctBed  ;  an^as,  among  the  J*w , 
great  men  often  built  fepplcbrtrs  in  their  gardens,  whtch 
■might  remind  them  of  their  own  roortalrry,  amidft  the 
delight*  of  life,  and  might  alGft  their  meditations  and 
hopes  of  their  dead  bodies  rtfing  again,  like  the 
ing  of  plants  and  flowers  out  of  the  earth :  So  in  this 
garden  had  a  new  tomb  hewn  out  of  a  rock, 

{Mat.  jcavii.  <5o.)  in  which  no  one  had  ever  been  buried 
before.  (See  the  note  on  chap.  ii.  38.) 

42  In  this  feputchre  therefore,  becaufe  it  was  fo  very 
near,  they  interred  the  body  of  Jefus  for  the  quicker 
difpatch,  it  being  a  fotemn  day  of  preparation  for  the 
pafTover-fabbath  among  the  Jcwti  And  Providence 
fo  overr  ruled  thefe  eircum  dances,  that  though  be  died 
fo  poor,  as  to  have  no  biirying-placc  of  his  own  }  yet 
he  made  bit  grave  with  the  rich  in  bit  death  *,  in  sc* 
complifbment  of  a  prophefy  concerning  him,  (ffa* 
liii.  p.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

\Vhat  Sniggles  arc  there  in  raroal  hearts,  between  convictions  of  cottlciencc 
and  iWuiar  intends,  the  fear  of  (Jod  and  the  feaT  of  nun;* and  how  dreadfully 
prevalent  is  toe  corruption  of  nature,  which  bean  down  all  religion,  troth,  and 
wftice,  as  it  tiidiu  Pilate!  But  how  (hocking  mult  their  Bn  be,  which  is  com¬ 


mitted  with  Ui’:l  higher  aggravations,  an  the  cafe  was  with  .the  frvn  I  Whb  what 
outrage,  inriicnttr,  and  barbnrit 


arity  was  the  great  )pog  of  Ifraei  ufed,  when  they 
cried  out,  Crucify  him,  crucify  him,  and  their  unrighteous  demand  was  fuiBUed 

*  ■*  I _ *  v.  _ _ _  _ _  ii.  .  * _ 1  • _ _ J 


in  every  circumftancc  of  contempt  and  horror,  even  to  the  ignomioioui  and 
painful  denth  of  the  croft  i  Behold  the  man,  who  endtmV-  the  croft  and  defpifed 
the  flnme ;  lo*»k  and  love,  wonder  and  mourn.  There  was  no  fault  in  him  : 
For  whofe  fate  then  did  he  freely  undergo  all  this,  but  for  his  people**,  in  the 
grratuebof  his  love  to  them  i  He  was  talfcly  wcufed,  that  they  might  he  ho¬ 
nourably  acquitted  ;  he  waa  wounded  and  fcourged,  that  they  might  be  healed 
by  his  (tripes ;  he  Was  clothed  with  a  robe  of  deriFion*  that  they  might  be  adorn* 
ltd  wirh  a  robe  of  righteoufnefc ;  he  was  crowned  with  thorns,  that  they  evght 
wear  a  diadem  of  glory ;  his  kingly  ofiice  was  iufulted  and  ridiculed,  that  they 
Tnijfht 'obtain  royal  dignity,  as  kings  to  God:  he  :wti$  condemned,  that  they 
plight  be  juftitkd  j  he  carried  his  owu  crofs,  and  was  crucified  upon  it*  that  he 

might 

N  O  T  E. 

*  A*  On  and  dtiih  commenced  in  a  gar-  rifmg  from  a  tutw  tomb  might  he  an  emblrn 
dai*  the  conqueror  of  both  nofc  and  iriuuv*  of  his  fanftifjring  the  grave,  as  the  frti-fiuit 
jphed  oyer  them  in  a  like  place;  arid  ChriiV*  of  them  that  deep  in  jtiUk 


Ch*  ttt  The  Bv&tgtkfi  John  paraphrased*  487 

mtgfrtbear  their  fios  and  farrows*  and  the  curfe  due  to  them,  and  that  they 
mipbt  tske  up  their  crcA  aod  foltow  him;  be  was  numbered  with  tranfgncf- 
fora,  that  they  might  be  numbered  with  the  righteous;  he  had  vinegar  to  drink, 
that  they  might  pledge  him  in  a  cup  of  fhlvation,  joy,  and  pisife;  he  bowed  the 
bead,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft,  that they  might  be  exalted*  and  live  for  ever ;  he 
was  buried  in  the  grave,  that  he  might  fan&ify  tt  for  them ;  he  finifhed  the 
whole  work  of  their  redemptkv),  that  no  demands  of  fatUfa&ion  to  juftice 
might  be  made  upon  them;  and  the  benefit  of  a fl  this  extends  to  Gnners  of 
the  Gentiles,  Roman j%  and  Greeks*,  ws  well  as  Jews*  His  enemies  could 
have  had  no  power  againft  him,  whhtMit  his  Father's  appointment,  and  his 
own  free  content*  but  many  prophecies  were  hereby  fulfilled  in  him,  and 
the  title, :wbich  Pilose  ordered,  as  if  if  were  a  di (grace,  owned  him  to  be 
the  Mcffiah,'  the  King'  With,  what  holy  confidence  and  joy  may  believer* 
now  behold  their  King!  And  how  worthy  is  he  of  their  imitation,  in  Ha 
roeekne&i  patiehce,  aod  holy  fortitude  under  all  his  fuforiugs,  in  his  filial 
care  . of  bis*  mother  after  the  ffc(hr  aud  io  his  refignation  and  faith,  whereby 
he  committed  Hs  departing' find  into  his  heavenly  Father's  hand !  And  how 
can  he  embolden  the  moffc  timorous  of  his  difciples  to  own  him  inlfie  worth 
of  timed  J  His  crucifixion  is  recorded  by  a  faithful  eye-wltnefs,  that  we  might 
believe,  and  be  partakers  of  the  virtue  of  HU  death,  as  fignified  by  the  wa¬ 
ter  and  blood,  which  proceeded  from  his  wounds,  for  the  reraiffion  of  our 
fins,  and  deanfing  us  from  ail  unrighteoufoefs, 


C  H  A  _P,  XX. 

Tit  rt/urrtShn  <f  Chrifi  is  proved  by  bis  but/:  not  being  found  in  the 
feputcbrtj  and  tbs  grave-clothes  tying  in  good  order  thirty  r, — 10. 
By  two  angels  appearing  to  Mary  Magdalene  at  the  ftpvlchre ,  n, 
*—13.  By  CbrijFsown  appearing  to  Jter,  14, — f8*  By  bis  appear - 
ivg  that  evening  Ualltbe  apoftUsy  except  Thomas,  19,-25.  And 
by  bis  appearing  to  them  again  that  day  feven-night)  Thomas  being 
then  with  them3  26 j — 3 1* 

Text,  PARA  PHRASE* 

the  firft  day  of  the  week,  after  the  fabbath  was 
metb MuyM^  ^  0?er>  (fce  nou  on  dUcttb^w iii*  i,)  Mary 

ddene  ,  early  ,  Magdalene^  with  tome  other  women,  in  the  fervour  of 
*  ^Ih  *2  l^eir  xcar*>  “d  *^at  ^cy  might  the  better  pafs  along 
^Idire^udtah  uooff  covered,  fet  out  early  in  the  morning,  before  it 
theftone  taken'*-  was  quite  day,  and  got  to  Ch  rift's  frpulchre  by  fan- 
way  from  ihe  ft-  fifing,  (Math  xvi.  2.J  in  order  to  a  further  embalment 
*!*  of  his  body;  and,  at  their  arrival,  they  found  the  great 

ftooe  was  removed,  which,  while  they  were  looking 
on,  Jtfepbot  Aritnatbea  had  laid  at  the  mouth  of  the 
tomb  the  day  before  the  fibbarh.  {Matth*  xxvia.  60,  61*) 
*  Then  fht  run*  2  Hereupon  (he,  ymh  the  reft  of  the  women,  look- 

flTsiiwM  Pat! ,  *n6  *nt0  fepulchre,  miffed  the  body  of  Jefus,  but 
and  to  the  uriir  faw  two  angels,  wljo  told  them  that  he  was  not  there, 
diftiplew-hoon  je.  but  was  rifen  : ,  {Luke  xxiv.  3,-6.  fee  the  note  there.) 
Mnliw^They  Then  r**ey»  °f  wonder,  fear,  and  joy,  haftened 

have  *way  to  the  apoftles  ;  and  jW ary,  fpcaking  particularly 
to  Peter  and  John>  the  beloved  difeipie,  hid  10  them, 

We 
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hart  tata  i«ay  W«  hays  been  at  the  fcpulcbrej  and,  inltead  of  finding 
ibe  i'c*M|d>rct  ad  t*le  of  the  Lord  Jefiis,  were  fur  prized  with  fome- 
vekncviio’^it  thing  like  an  appearance  of  angels,  who  told  os  ht  was 
they  l»w  Ui  rifen ;  {Luke  xuy>  4,4-9*  Jkt*  aUsl  we  fufpcd  the 
L*“*  yifion,  and  are  heady  to  believe  that,  either  feme  of  his 

enemies  in  fpite  to  him,-  or  feme  of  his  friends,  with 
a  kind  defign  of  taking  hie,  body  into  their  cuflody, 
have  removed  it  .to  fame  other  place,  wc  know  not 
■where  * 

3  Peter  there*  j  Peter  and  John,  being  flartled  at  this  nnexpefled 
fc j,iT: and  amazing  account,'  immediately  ran  to.the fepulcbre, 
eipk  .^ami^ane  that  they  might  fee  how  things  flood  there,  and  that, 
tti  the  fepuiehr*.  ju  an  affair  of  fuch  vaft . impoi tance,  they  plight  judge 


for  tbemfclres. 

N  O 

*  Ovx  ut  j*u»  iv,  ve  (new  Mt  wine,'  in 
the  pltnul  number,  intimate,  di;it  the  other 
women  were  with  Miry  tt  the  (epaldire-  « 
leaft,  end  (aw  that  the  body  of  jetus  wa$ 

.an ©fid,  before  ftver  went  W  the  apoftles  }  ft 
wag  likewife  upon  dicir  telling  what  they  had 
{iixtij  and  what  the  angels  bfd  Taid*  that  Pfc- 
I;/  *ot  tip  anti  ran  to  the  fcpulchry:  {Li/ 
jixto.  p, — i-i»*  13/14*}  And  vt  need  not 
much  wonder  ihat.-ootwjrMhndmg  all  this, 
the  women*  under  tfjefr  ftrong  prejudices', 
fears,  and  unbelief,  fufpefted  the  body  of 
JriilMo  have  been  removed  by  the  hands  of 
men;  fine*  we  are  a  flu  r«l  that  Matyt  after 
file  had  ken  the  sngds,  cxpre&d  luinclf  Id 
the  fame  manner  to  them',  1 nrw  13.  of 
this  chapter*  Tt  is  indeed  very  difficult  to 
fettle  the  account  of  this  part  of  the  Jiiftory* 
in  its  proper  con  neflion  with  what 'it  laid  by 
the  other  Evangel:! It,  Put,  ppon  carefully 
com  paring  them  together,  U  fee  mi  to  me, 
ib*t  there  were  two  appearances  of  the  in- 
gels  to  the  women;  an d  that  Mark  and  Luke 
J^wk  only  of  the  Jffre,  wbilft  Mattbntr  and 
ysk u  -Tier  mentioning  the  womens  coming 
t.>  tlw*  ft jjylfSfe,  and  finding  it  open,  with 
Some  ofijtr  drawn fiance?,  pafs  on  to  the  fi* 
VQtiti:  Yor  Mur k  ivi*  s*  and  Lait  Xjjv., 
i>c-k  t*i  #he  womens  «rt  the  fepul* 

cfi*-e  :  xsylii,  5*  and  our  Kvaa- 

gwifi,  wr.  it,  reprcicut  Mary  a* 
w  -V// :  M;rffgtiv  Jays  tfothiiw  'about  the  an- 
peJ/*  met! ‘^e  p.+riicubrly  to  Pcttr ;  whereas 
Mark  kvl  7*eapre!s!y  mentions  it  5  sod  lehr 
Xkir*  ^11,  fjiyi,  that,  upon  delivering  thdr 
mefiagt,  Pt{er  ran  to  the  fipukhre;  and  our 
JCvangeJift  f  peaks  of  tilts  u  having  been 
before  Mary  Cm*  the  angris  here  mentioned, 
‘ytr*  i7  11*  AgJn*  Mari  xvi,  8.  fays  the 

women  fied  /raw  tie  ftfufrirt*  trcmbUd  and 
like  perlbns  leprifiid  at  the  fight,  as 
ime  itvgh^  rcaforuhiy'  expect  them  to  be  at 
the  any/ft  fil'd  appearing  again,  and  fptak- 
i*t£  t x  them ;  but  Mf/ttL  xxviiL  B>  tells  us. 


4  So 

*T  B* 

tltj  dtpmti  -with  fm  daJ  grtdl  jvji,  whiefc 
TMxim*  of  pajfionf  very  wdHmfsthe  tap¬ 
per  they  might  be  fappoftd  to  be  tn-  at  the 
angels  appearing  again*  and  repeating  theit 
former  dkcl^faEfon.  But  that  wbkh  Teems 
to  determine  the  point  “1  MsWfc 
9,  fays,  As  the  women  went  to  ddi* 

.  yer  the  angeE*  mefTsge  tQ  jhe  dUdples*  Tr/kf 
'  met  thtm  ;  sad  yet  it  -appears  from  all  the 
'other  EwigdifiSj  that  >u>nc  Of  them  had 
fecn  hjm,  Vhcp  they  went  with  tbit  tirft 
owflage  to  the  apoflbi ;  But  it  is  evident  from 
our  Eyangclift,  in  this  chapter,  w,  ta*— 18* 
that  Mary  A*  him  immediately  after  the  vi¬ 
rion  of  angrls  there  mentioned*  and  then 
went  to  the  apoftks  agam  to  make  her  report 
of  u ;  and,  as  appears  from  Matib* 
i  the  other  women,  immediately 

after  the  virion  there  recorded*  4*w  Jcfus* 
which  was  cither  In  company  with  Maty, 
or  foon  afterwords  by  themfdves;  and  then 
they  wenp  forward  with  the  like  tidings  to 
the  *poft|£i'  This  appears  to  me  lo  be  the 
mofi:  natural  account  of  thde  things,  and 
takes  ofT  the  diff^lry  qf  reconciling  all  ihe 
Evangdifts  together,  beyond  any  thing  I 
have  met  with,  either  in  the  harmouifr,  or 
Qilicr  expositors,  (hat  have  come  within  my 
notice*  But  as  1  bad  not  fallen  upon  this 
thought,  till  after  she  Paraph  raft  on  Maitbra 
was'  printed,  I  hope  T  what  fieri*  dt&grce~ 
mo)t  with  this  (chant  may  be  found  there* 
will  he  fieufcd  by  ihe  rcadcr^Some  fup- 
pofe  that  the  tiap-attve  frotn  the  begipning 
of  this  chapter  to  vtr*  18*  h  of  faiU  entire¬ 
ly  new;  bat  others  take  them  to  lie  mofi- 
Jy  diiTwnt  cirrum (fauces  of  the  fame  fafli* 
and  that  Mary  bfagdalenc  only  is  menti¬ 
oned*  bcciulc  (he  was  the  mofT  remarkahle 
leajour,  and  uQavt  wotnan,  and  the  princi¬ 
pal  fpeaker  in  che  Whtdcof  ihisajfair; 

!  have  chub  to  icprefmt  il  ’in  a  coarift- 
ency  with  rbe  jafi  of  rhefe  vkws^  at  leaft 
till  wt  come  to  w-  n* 
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*  a“**2  ^  '* ,  .4*  S®,J*h«T  both.  ftt  cnjj.io  all  hafte-togetber,  lUce  men 
iSh<S!£^apt  ‘  eigcr-tonmawcejn:  and  John  being  the  younger  of 
did  «Htr*o  Pair,  the  two»and  not  fodcpcefTedwith-fear  ana  guilt;  34 
u>  Peter  was?  on  account  ef  his  having  denied  bis  Lord, 
,.  ,  ran  latter  than  he,  and  reached  the  tomb  before  him. 
jAndiwfloop-  ,-=  j  And  he;  flopping  at  the  mouth  of_the  fepuichre, 
i^.Tibt£  Hooped-  down-  ta  Jopk  into  it,  and  plainly  faw  that  the 
nend«!iM tying  1  body  of  Jefus  was  really  gone,  and  that  the!  linen 
yn  wpu  h*  om  clothes  ia  which 'it  was  wrapped  were  left  behind  jt  ; 

but  being  timorous,  and  full  of  confternation,  he  did 
not  venture  ip,  ro  make  a  more  exa&  ferndny* 
eTben  eyntth  -  6,  7  Thep  Peter,  battening  after  him,  as  fall  as  he 
WfogsK  Sfd  o>9ld»  food  tame  up  ra  the  place,  and,  being  natural* 
wera  imo  the  fc-  ly;»flianof  a  more  adventurous  temper,  went  dirc&ly 
putcfirc,*ndteh  intotheftpulcbreufelf,  that  he  might  get  tbe  fulleft 
tnc^iipea  dodict  fatisfaftipn  poflible  about-  the  true  ftaie  of  things  there : 

7*  And  the  atp>  And  when  he  came  to  fumy  it  in  the  ftriSeft  manner, 
fciDibnwufboat-  he  not  ooly  fouml  thit  the  bodyof;  Jefus  was  removed, 
ing^ih  ih^  hut  few  both  the  linen  clothes  that'  had  been  wrapped 
sen  clothe*,  hoc  about- Uj_.an4-  the. napkin  whidh  had  been  bound  about 
wrapped  to^etlur  hishead  >  and  obferved  that  they  were  not  thrown  in  a 
MSpUccbjicfcJ.  heap  together,  but  were  folded  up,  and  laid  apart  tn 
different  places  from’ each  other,  which  was  a  certain 
indication  that  no  perfon,  whether  friend  or  foe,  bad 
taken  away  the  body,  m  a  hurry, 

alfcStoihwdir-  S  Thereupon  the  other  difciple,  who  firft  arrived  at 
iciplc  which  came  the  fepuichre,  took  Sourage,  from  Peter's  example,  to 
Jirit  w  the  fepol-  enter  into  it.  likewife  ;  and  he  feeing  all  thefe  circum- 
and'b^CTtS.1**’  fiances,  and  comparing  them  with  what  the  women 
had  laid  about  the  vifion  and  admonition  of  the  an¬ 
gels,  [Lvkf  itxiv.  9.)  was  in  feme  meafure  perfuaded  *, 
merely  upon  thefe  conGderstions,  that  Jefus  was  really 
come  to  life  again,  and'  had  no  occafion  for  burial* 
clothes;  as  be  indeed  had  not,  being  to  die  no  more. 

»  For  «  jtt  9  For  hitherto,  tho*  Ghrift  had  fo  often  referred  to  Old 
Teftament-prediOions,  and  declared  that  they  mutt  be 
meft  ,g4n  accomplilhcd  in  bimfelf ;  yet  fuch  was  the  ftupidity  and 
Iron  th«  tod.  back  wardn  eft  of  all  tbe  difciplcs,  to  entertain  any  no¬ 

tions  of  a  dying  Mcfliab,  that  neither  Peter  nor  John 
underftpod  the  meaning  of  tbofe  feriptu re-prophecies, 
which  fpoke  of  his  rcfurreclion  from  the  dead,  or  had 
any  hope  about  it  on  that  account  +. 

10  Then 


NOTES. 

*  Pttcr  wondcipl  at  thefe  things,  ( Ltk*  f*khT  which  wu  la  a  little  time  to  be  fatufi- 
ixiv.  11.)  hdt  It  Joe*  not  appear  that  he,  u  cd,  and  confriard  by  Cbfilft  own  appearing 
vrt,  bellowed  dm.  Chrift  was  rifen  from  tbe  pi  them* 

deid:  And  as  angels  can  appear  or  di&p-  f  So  wondcrfaJ  was  the  wifdom  of  Gtid, 
jXiir  st  plofure,  neither  of  thefe  difciplca  in  pmnjc  unqueftionable  cvidcooc  of  ChrliVs 
jl^w  them  at  the  jrpuichrr,  to  help  Uicar  tcTuircttioji,  that  his  enrmia,  who  were 

afctid 
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foThtnlhe <Jtf-  .  ■;  jo  Then  tbe&  t  WO  difdpkl»:hinAg  icimtlt  Dlucb  u 
cSpks  »»»7  tbay  conld  for  the  prefect,  and  being  afraid  le$»  were 
tfceytoftuyfongutbe  ftpulehre,  feme  fafpicionmight 
be  raifedabout  theirrampering  Withthe  body  of  Jefus, 

■  returned  home  {•v*  w*1**}  to  their .own  companions;  to 

■  «clf  them  wbar  they  bad  feen,  and  confer  with  them  a- 
-  Wait  it)  and  to  wait-  fox  further  difeoveries  of  this  imppi* 

:  taut  event, 

x,  Mirf  li  Bot,  fbon  after  tbefe  things,  Mary  MagdaUnt  be- 
flood  >klme  mg  rerumed  to -the  tomb)  with  an  heart  foil  of  pet¬ 
ite  fcpuidwB.,  doubts,  and  fears,  and  defirods  of  heating 

ftTw^toefhx*” '  fonoe  good  tidings  of  her  beloved  Jefus,  (food  lament- 
<d<fe*»,  *■»**-  utgber  fofswith-out-Gde  of  tbo-*iH ranee  into  rbe  fe- 
Wintotte^iU-  ptUcbre ;  and  as  (be  was  venting  hergrief  in  tears,  (he 
ftoeped  down,  and  looted  wi&rollyfnto  the  tomb,  like 
owe  that  eoald -  not  tefl  how  to  depart  till  (he  found 
bint- 

,  it  AnSfetfhtwo  |2  And  there  (he  again  faw  two  angels  in  bright  and 

fiu»b  die«w«  gfotious  apparel,  and  in  human  form,  (foe  the  note  on 
tteheid,  awl  <fce  Matth. s trill.  6-)  one  plating  himfelf  where  tbe  head, 
”1”'“  ?**>  and  the  other  where  the  feet,  of  the  body  of  Jefns  had 

jeltotedlriiJ*  liini  and  fo  they  refemWed  the  appearance  of  the 
cberubims  at  both  ends  of  tbe  mercy-feat,  and  paid  a 
vifible  honour  to  their  Lord>  as  if-  be  bad  rofe  up  be¬ 
tween  tbcnr,  Who  had  been  fo  lately  crucified  between 
two  thieves. 


i)  And  they  (3  And  one  of  them  fpoke  to  ber,  faying,  in  a 
fiyooto  her,  Wo-  jjjni  anj  tender  manner,  Woman,  why  (hould  you 
Son"  shTtiih  ^us  gr*e*e  and  cry,  who  hare  more  reafon  to  rejoice  ? 
onto  then ,  Be-  She  replied,'  Alas!  1  have  caufe  enough  for  my  for  row 
cmh  they  have  an4  tears :  For  I  have  loft  my  deareft  Lord ;  Come  un- 
£ord,a”7lo»w  known  perfons  have  removed  his  body  from  this  fe- 
uot  where  they  pulcbre,  where  it  was  laid,  and  I  cannot  learn,  by  any 
lute  UM-bim.  means,  where  they  have  pm  it,  or  what  is  become  of  it. 

t4  And,  wten  ■  14  And,  having  fpoke  thefe  words,  (he  flung  herfdf 

flie  round  like  one  in  an  agony,  ■  and  one  defirous  to  look 

back?  and  fa wje-  everf  w»y»  fee  if  (be  coold  g«  any  tidings  of  her 
f«  (landing,  and  Lord,  nothing  ihort  of  which  could  fatisfy  her ;  and 
**** 1 r»! *****  **  inftantly  (he  law  Jefus  himfelf  (landing  near  her :  But 
V;U  *  ‘  little  expefting  him  there,  and  ber  eyes  being  dim  with 

rears,  and  in  modefty  turned  off  from  ftedfaftly  look¬ 
ing  at  him,  (he  knew  not  that  it  was  he. 

ic  Then 
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gfntd'  of  it,  ?nd  did  all  they  could  to  pre¬ 
vent  tt,  were  jealous  about  it;  uid  his  own 
diJcipks,  who  could  not  but  heartily  with  for 
It,  thought  nothing  of  it;  though  afterward, 
lieing  fully  convinced,  they  bore  a  brave  mid 
noble  teftimony  to  it. 

*  Perhaps  (he  heard  the  Doife  of  ChriG*s 
fact  Uhiod  Jier,  and  )ooltu>£  to  fix  who  it 


wu,  might  Dot  obftrrc  his  face  at  the  firfl 
oUdcc  ;  or  if  Ihe  did,  be  could  eafily  fo  sf- 
iefl  her  organs  of  light,  as  to  prevent  bir 
knowing  him,  till  the  time  was  come  for 
manjfelfrag  himfelf  to  her,  as  he  dealt  unit 
t!ic  itiftaple*  in  the  way  to  Ejnmattu  {L*U 

xxw.  to.  See  the  Fanphrefe  and  note  there* 
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tj  J«fi»  dtk  15  Then  Jefus  faid-to  her,  Woman  1  What  it  the 
o»  *fcy^  reaf&uof  your  weeping  at  this  rate  t  Who  is  it  that 
toni  f  rim  you  aSttV  itiiil'are  inquiring  after?  She  fuppofing  him 
tecktft  then?  Aw,  to  be  the  man  *  who  bad  the  care  of  the  garden  to. 
£P5^LfoLj°  which  the  fepolchre  was,  replied,  Sir,  qo  wonder  I  am 
fiith  uMoMml  in  io  much  trouble ;  the  body  of  a  dear  friend  of 
sir,  if  thaw  i»«c  mine  was  lately  buried  here :  If  youyor  any  by  your 
tdl"  mT  tdww  order, --hase  taken  it.  from  hence,  learnedly  beg  the 
thou  haft  hu  favour  of  you  to  teii  me  where  it  is  lodged,  and  1*11, 
him,  and  I  will  take  care  ro  give  it  a  fafe  and  honourable  interment. 
U**^j3i»"Stb  Hereupon  Jefus,  defigning  now  to  difeover  hira- 

unto  bar.  Mar;,  felf  to  her,  fpoke  with  his  ufoal  voice,  and  in  the  lame 
she  nmw4  h«*  affedioaate  manner  as  formerly ;  and  calling  her  hvfcsr 
name,  fajd,  What!  Is  it  you,  Mary,  tbit  are  Wcntfhg 
which ’u  to  lay,  after  your  beloved  ?  at  wnicb,  die'  turned  her  face  and 
teas.  eyes  toward  him,  aud  immediately  knowing  him,  laid, 

with  faith,  affeCtion,  and  reverence,  in  the  j/rwi/b 
language,-,  f  Rabhnit  which  was  the  bigheft  title  of 
honour  that  was  ever  given  to  any  of  their  teachers,  and 
figmfierwp  Mafier. 

*»  JrfP‘ 6i*  17  Then  fhe,  in  a  perfeft  rapture  of  love  and  joy, 

ble  runn‘ng  to  embrace  hini,  and  to  catch  hold  of  his  feet 

00c  y«t  rfeended  and  adore  him,  as  all  the  women  did  likewise,  when 
raaiy Father  :boi  (hey  faw  him,  (Matth.  xxviii.  9.)  Jefus,  toreftrain  her, 

’  Jd  f^id.  Do  hot  ftay  now  to'  expreis  your  affeCtion  in  this 
manner  tome,  whom,  you  will  have  opportunities  here¬ 
after  of  feeing  again :  For  as  1  have  not  yet  f  afeended, 
fo  I  am  nof  juft  now  going  up  to  my  heavenly  Father : 
Buthaften  thou  away,  with  all  fpeed,  to  my  poor,  dif- 
confoiate,  and  diflrcffcd  difciples,  whom  I  mil  love  as 
much  as  ever,  and  whom  I  efteem  and  own  as  my  bre¬ 
thren, 


H  o  t  e  s. 

*  It  w  natural  far  her  U>  think  that  k  k,  a*  believers  will  be,  who,  1  thank,  arc 
might  be  the  gardener,  hi*  huliTrefs  1/mg  never  iaid  tn  a  literal  Anfe  to  afeexd  u>  hea¬ 
ther?*  tod  that  lie  might  be  ready  to  give  vm,  bat  will  be  caught  up  in  the  cUttdi  to  mat 
her  what  information  he  could,  Cikc  he  th*  h»4  w  / V  drt  (i  ivP  17,)  And 

belonged/ to  Jeftpb*  who  had  fbevn  foeh  though  his  difciples  Had  To  lately  foriakca 
frkndlhip  to  «  Jilts ;  However^  the  dtttrcft  him  m  the  time  of  his  reproach  and  Jbfficr? 
of  her  fpirlt  infpired  her  with  courage  to  ings*  and  he  was  now  rifen  to,  and  going  to 
beg  this  favoorof  Mm.  take  pofleflion  of  his  glory;  yet  he  was  not 

+  Several  critics  have  ohftrved  tfcat,  u  aJhamed  to  call  them  brethren;  and  this  be- 
JtiJW  is  more  etnpbatical  JtM,  &  JEoA^  ing  the  Srft  time  of  htt  ever  direOiy  calling 
hnr,  or  RMttn  Is  more  emphatic*!  than  SUtb~  them  fo,  may  intimate  that  he  had  then  1c- 
iit  and  figptfies  fuch  a  matter  as  fr  of  chief  cored,  and  cftahlilhcd  this  happy  relation  be* 
emioeoee  and  authority ;  and  fo  Mvy  calling  tween  himfelf  and  them,  and  that  hia«Jtalta- 
Chrift  Itatkim,  with  an  appropriating  pro-  tnm  would  b*  go  abatement  of  htsctHidcfren’ 
noun,  Hinted  the  riftta  davttmr  15  hey  great  lion  and  grace  to  them.  Dr.  Gmdwyn\  &nfe 
Matter;  whom  fhe  affectionately  loved,  and  of  the  former  part  of  this  verfe  is,  (p*  *t7*) 
reverenced,  and  claimed  an  intered  in.  donof  at  prcfcnt  in  fo  familiar  a  manner  han^ 

t  The  verb  nAd  about  me,  for  1  am  not  yet  afoended,  art! 

here  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfc,  u  fhall  be  ere  long :  Andwheu  you  and  I  flutt 
a£kivc,  as  it  likewifeh  ill  tin/,  in.  l  j-  uui  (e  m  heaven  together  with  all  my  Jaintsard 
yi.  di.  and  &pb.  it.  8*  p,  1  o,  to  fignify  that  children,  you  £all  have  famllkrity  enough 
oor  Lord’s  aftcnttori  was  by  his  ovrt)  power,  with  at c.  VoL  IV*  Past  H.  png*  in,  l  J3- 
as  his  own  z£tt  as  that  be  was  flot  pattlyc  la 
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rci\  fay  into 
them,  I  afteAd 
onto  mv  Putter 
and  yoar  F#<kert 
and  iff  my  pod 
ffadjronr  Cod*  ' 
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Cb<  n> 


iB  Mary  Ma^ 
d^ene  came  ;»d 
lot j  the  dimples 
that  flic  had  feea 

Sf  Lord,  ’  a|id 
4f  be  bad  fpd* 
ken  tbrie  chlagi 
note  b cr» 


19  Then  ijie 
Umt  day  ai.evciK 
jag  ,  being  Ihe 
firrt  Jtij  Of  the 
week,  when  the 
doovt  weve  flinty 
it4crc  the  dttci- 
plc»  were  alfcm* 
bled  for  bar  of 
the  Jews,  came 
Jfefus  and  flood 
in  the  midO,  and 
£iith  uoio  -them, 
teace^f  umoyou. 


to  And,  when 
Yr.  Utij  fo  favt,  he 
the  wed  unto  them 
hh  hands  arid  his 
fide.  Then  ime 
the  difvfplcs  gtad 
vhen  they  la *1  be 
Lord- 


thren,  having  taken  them  into  my  Father's  family,  and 
made  them  heirs  with  myfelf  of  tbe  glory  to  which  I 
am  going :  And  tell  them*  as  from  me,  that  I  am  rifen 
to  immtnral.life,  and  not  to  ftt.  up  a  temporal  throne 
among  them  oii  earth}  and.  that,  .according  to-’ what  I 
lately,  faid  to  them,  {chap.  xi».  a,  3,)  l  am  about  w  i- 
feend  to  my  own  Father,  who.  is  lb  by  nature,  and  to 
their  Father,  who  is  lb  by  adoption  and- grate  }  and  to 
my  God,  who  is  in  covenant  with  me,  as  their  head,  and 
to  their  God,  who  is  in  covenant  with  them,  through 
me,  and-  under  me,  and  in  whom  they  may  have  the 
greateft  confidence  on  myacoqont. . 

18  Accordingly  Mary  Magdalene,  preferring  prefen t 
duty  to  prefect  enjoyments,  went  'immediately  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  command,  and,  with  an  air  of  pleafure  and 
fatisfa&ion  ip  her  countenance,  told  the  difciples  that 
.  the  Lord  Jefui  bad  appeared  to  her,  and  had  fent  her 
with  rhe  wonderful  condefcending,  and  gracious  ti¬ 
dings,  which  (he  rebearfed  aa  from  himfelf,  to  allure 
them  of  his  great  love,  care,  and  concern  for  them. 

.  19  After  this,  in  the  evening  of  the  very  fame  day 
on  which  he  atofe  and  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalene, 
viz-,  ttyc  fir  ft  day  of  tbe  week  ;  when  the  difciples  were 
gathered  together  in  a  private  room,  and  were  compa¬ 
ring  notes  about  his  refurreSion,  {Luke  xziv.  34,-36.) 
after  the  doors  were  faftened,  (V»*  for  fear 

of  being  difcovered  and  broke  in  npon  by  the  Jobs, 
Jefus  himfelf,  whole  divine  power  could  eaGly  make  his 
way,  (fee  tbe  note  on  Lake  xxiv.  3  7.)  came  in  his  ufual 
form,  before  they  were  aware,  to  confirm  his  love  to 
them,  and  their  faith  in  him ;  and,  Handing  in  the  midft 
of  them,  he,  inftcad  of  upbraiding  them  for,  or  taking 
any  notice  of  their  having  fo  fhamefully  deferred  him  in 
his  late  diftrefc,  faluted  them  in  a  friendly,  affc&ionatc, 
and  authoritative- manner,  faying,  All  fafety,  comfort, 
and  quietnefit,  and  the  belt  of  prosperity,  he  to  you,  as 
conGlting  of  peace  with  God,  with  one  another,  and  in 
your  fouls ;  I  b&ye  blejjed  you,  and  ye  Jbatl  be  bfeffed, 

20  And  as,  at  this  hidden  appearance  and  falutation, 
they  were  in  a  great  fright,  imagining  that  they  faw  a 
ghoft,  {Luke  xxiv.  17.)  he,  to  re&ify  tbeir tniftake',  im¬ 
mediately  prefented  to  their  view  his  bands  and  feet, 
(Luke  xxiv.  39.}  and  his  fide, 'that  they  might  fee  the 
(cars  of  tbe  wounds,  which  had  been  made  on  all  thofc 
parts  at  his  crucifixion  j  and  fo  might  be  the  Better  fit- 
tisfied  that  it  was  really  ,  himfelf  who  then  appeared  a- 
mong  them.  Aod  they  being  thereby  convinced  that  it 
was  tbe  feme  body  which  had  been  crucified,  were  fill¬ 
ed 
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ed  with  exceeding  great  joy*  he  therein  mating  good  big, 
promife  of  feeing  them  again,  that  their  hearts  might  re¬ 
joice  nftcjrtbcir  forrow.  {Chap.  xvi.  22.) 
a  1  Then  find  2i  Tw'nj  they  being  recovered  from  their  furprife* 
Jefus  repeated  his  bidding  upon  them,  with  further  en- 
royou:  unyF*-  largement,  laying,  The  excellent  peace,  which  1  promi- 
th«  me*  fed  you,  {chap*  xiy.  17.)  I  am  now  come,  to  confer  in  the 
even  fo  tend  I  joo,  edfeoiul  manner  upon  you  :  And  as  my  heavenly,. 

Father  fent  me  into  the  world,  to  difehargethe  office 
of  the  Mefliah ;  even  fo  I,  by  my  plenary  authoiity, 
and.  io  proof  of  my  .mediatorial  commiffion,  fend  you 
to  difeharge  the  office  of  'arppftles  and  mini  tiers,  in 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  every  creature,  and  to  confirm 
it  with  miraculous  figns  wherever  ye  may  go. jMdrt 
xvi.'  1 5,  17,  t8.)  . 

*x  And,  wiicn  22  And,  having  {poke  thefe  words,  lie  breathed  u- 
be  'bnvhed^on  Pon  them,  in  an  emblematical  way,  to  intimate  that 
rfca,indfihbon>  the  Spirit  proceeded  from  his  divine  perfon,  as  truly  as 
te  them.  Receive  thfc  breath  did  from  his  human  body  \  and  that  as,  in 
yctfcehoty  cholt.  the  erf  at  ion  of  this  world,  God  breathed  into  man  the 
breath  of  lifet  and  he  became  a  living  fouU  (Gen.  ii.  7.) 
fo  in  the  new  creation,  he  could  as  eafily  convey  bis 
quickening  (pint  to  them,  as  breathe  upon  them  }  and 
at  the  laid  time  he  laid  to  the  difciplcs,  with  all  the  au¬ 
thority  of  a  God,  Receive  ye  now  the  gifts  and  gr/.-es 
of  the  Holy  Gboft,  to  enlighten  your  minds,  and 
ftrengthen  your  faith  in  me,  the  rtfien  Saviour,  as  a  a 
carried  of  what  ye  {hall  receive  more  abundantly  a  lit¬ 
tle  while  hence,  for  your  fpiritual  illumination,  fanffci- 
fication,  and  conblation,  and  for  your  affiflance  and 
fuccefs  in  the  minilterial  work,  which  I  commit  to  you. 
cvCTfini^iwo^"  33  And  this  lhall  be  attended  with  fuch  divine  au- 
rhey  wc  moiud  thority,  that  whoever  fincerely  believes  in  me,  accord- 
now  thefo;  ««/  ing  to  the  gofpd  which  l  lend  you  to  preach,  and  ye 
whore  foctor  fit*  thereupon  declare  him  to  be  forgiven  alt  trelp-flesy 
buSukH'  "***  he  is  certainly  forgiven,  by  the  riches  of  divine  grace, 
on  my  account,  and  may  take  the  comfort  of  it :  And 
whoevyr  perfifts  in  unbelief,  finally  rejecting  me,  and 
my  gofpel  of  falvation,  which  I  fend  you  to  publilh, 
and  ye  thereupon  declare  him  to  be  in  a  date  of  con- 
'■  detonation  ;  his  fins  are  not  blotted  out,  or  forgiven* 
but  lye  in  judgment  againft  him,  as  he  will  find  to  his 
forrow  fo  that  the  fentence  of  absolution  or  coiuleni- 
nation  lhall  be  valid,  which  -ye  (hall  regularly  pro- 
■■  n ounce  in  my  name  and  authority,  according  to  my 
word,  (Mari  xvi.  16.)  *  God  him  fill  will  confirm  it, 

and 


NOTE. 

*  Wfcat  1*  hew  ft  id  is  applicable,  accord,  nirter  of  ChrilT,  as  <re!l  as  tl»e  apofllct,  to  *ii- 
Ing  to  i!.c  Farnpiir^e,  to  every  faahfJ  ini-  courage  them  ui  .  1. ^  .iUihar^i:  cf  t.’.s.;/  ctBir  1 

But 
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and  proceed  according  to  it  in  the  great  da y. 

*4  ®“*  Th»-  24  But  when  the  (defied  Jefus  made  this  gracious  vi* 
IwdWcalUDl-  fit  to  the  reft  of  the  apoftlts,  Tbootas,  who  was  likewife 
Ajmv.lt  «m  not  called  Didymus,  (fee  the  note  onchap.  xi.  16.)  and  was 
«fcfa  than  when  chofen  and  fet  apart  to  be  one  of  them  that  were  oii- 
jraaanc,  ginally  twelve  innumber,  was  not  prefent  with  them  1 
and  aa  this  aeglect  was  his  own  great  loft,  fo  provi- 
deoce  over-ruled  it  to  make  way  for  fuch  further  evi¬ 
dence  of  Cbrift’a  refarrcdioD  from  the  dead,  as  might 
put  it  juft  all  reasonable  difpute,  in~that,  and  fucceed- 
ing  generations. 

*5  TiwMbcr  25  The  reft  of  the  difciples  therefore,  meeting 'with 
jfopterthcwfow  |,im  a  ljttlc  afterwards,  laid  to  him  with  s  tranfport  of 
km  faa  ’the  joy,  We ourfelves  have  feeo  the  Lord  Jefus  alive  again, 
L«d .  Bet  he  wfio  fpoke  in  the  moil  endearing  manner  to  us.  But 
Evcm  *i  fallfc  Thomas*  though  be  had  oftep  feen  Ch  rift's  mighty  works, 
Hibhi  buds  the  and  heard  him  fpeak  of  his  refurreftion,  and  was  pre¬ 
print  of  <hen»ib,  fenc  at  the  report  that  the  women. made  of  it,  as  ac- 
lualI7  wrae  to  pafs,  (Luke  a iv.  p.)}  and  though  be 
•r  die  DJul*.  and  knew  his  brethren  to  he  fober  and  faithful  men,  whom 
thnifl  mf  hand  Jefus  had  chofen  to  he  his  witnefles;  yet  fodefperatewas 
bn  £de,  i  j^s  unbelief,  that  he  replied,  Alas !  ye  have  been  fome 
way  or  other  impofed  upon,  as  we  all  know  the  women 
were,  when  they  told  ub  juft  fuch  another  unlikely  fto- 
ry,  (Lvie  ixiv.  u.)  For  my^.patt,  I  do  not  believe  a 
word  of  what  you  fay,  the  thing  itfdf  is  impoffible 
and  unlefs  I  were  to  fee  him  and  his  fears  with  mine 
own  eyes,  and  feel  him  with  mine  own  hands,  fo  as  to 
put  my  finger  into  the  dents  made  in  his  hands  by  the 
nails  that  fattened  him  to  the  croft,  and  my  hand  into 
the  hole  that  the  foldior’s  tpear  made  in  his  Gde,  I  wilt 
never  believe  that  be  is  really  rifen  from  the  dead. 

26  And  in  this  unbelieving  condition  he  continued, 
diftreflied  and  comfortlefs,  as  a  ftrangcr  to  his  brethcr- 
et»  joys,  till  the  next  return  of  the  firft  day  of  the 
week  ,  when  the  difciples  afiemhled  privately  again  ; 

and 

NOTES. 

Bit  if  ftor  Xord  meant  any  thiog  ftmhcr,  mfiei  a  week,  or  that  day  ievtiv night,  wbirh, 
which  waspcceliar  to  the  apoftles,  it  might  ind  tiding  the  day  reckoned  from,  axsd  the 
rter  10  the  power  he  gave  them  of  difctrnmg  day  reckoned  to,  u  eight  day  f>  (fte  the  note 
Jpfrta,  and  thereupon  of  healing  the  corpo-  on  Math.  xiviL  63*);  probably  Chttft,  ta 
dtfeafet  of  fitch  as  they  perceived  had  his  former  meeting  of  the  dueiples  on  the 
faith  to  be  healed,  av  in  the  cafe  oftl^  cripple  firffr  day  of  the  week,  gave  them  an  intim?* 


iU!  not  bdkve* 


itf  And  after 
dght  days  again 
feu  diibptei  were 
withifi 


w  Lfj}rat  (Afts  liv,  8,  p,  to,)  ud  of  indic¬ 
ting  corporal  punishments  on  others,  whom 
they  knew  to  be  hypocrites  and  enemies  to 
the  gofpel  1  Inftaitctt  of  which  we  hare  In 
AtwnUs  and  Sapphire,  and  £Jjnta}  the  for* 
ccitr,  v.  j,  &£,  and  xiii-  io,  n.J 

ice  the  note  on  Matth*  xvi.  19. 

■  *  After  tif&j  fays  in  the  idiom  fig- 


tbn  of  hi*  appointing  it  Jbr  the  "New  Te(h- 
metit-fabtam,  if  not  of  hh  vital  ng  them 
jperfonally  again  at  hr  next  rettrn  1  zui  Conte 
think  that  he  appeared  to  them  every  firfl 
day  of  the  week,  between  his  refurrrclion  and 
ifcrtiJlon  to  heaveu  :  Howevet,  he  fb  farflf- 
fied  and  bLctitd  it,  by  ihcfc  wuehfafemmt $ 
Of  hii  prefence  bow  sod  before,  and  by  the 

wgactrt’ui 


Cb.  xx. 

within,'  and Tho» 
mas  with  them : 
tbta  came  Jcfui, 
tbt- doors  bdng 
ftim,  and  Hood  in 
the  nfrdft  t  and 
frid*  face  lr  ira*- 
to  ytm. 


at  Then  frith 
he  to  Thomas  fe 
Reach  htiher  thy 
finger,  jpd  behold 
my  hands;  and 
teach  hither  thy 
fund,  and  threw 
it  in  to  my  Gd* ; 
and  be  not  faith* 
left,  but  bcUcriag, 


18  And  Tho¬ 
mas  anfvered  and 
fid  onto  him.  My 

LofdwdsnyOod* 
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and  Thomas  having  fuffered  fo  much  by  his  late  abfence, 
took  care  to  Ik  with  them,  they  fiill  admitting  him  to 
their.ftwieey  as  a  fincerc  difciple,  though  at  prefect  on. 
der  tbe,ppwftf  of  jmi belief,  from  which  they  hoped  that' 
Chrift  would  fi«nc  way  or  other  foon  recover  him  : 
Then  JefuE  came  into  the  room,  after  the  doors  ha& 
been  fattened  in  the  fame  manner,  and  for  the  fame' 
reafon  as  before  [ver.  19.}  and  ftandtpg  viiibly  among 
them,  repeated  hisformer  friendly  fal  oration/ laying,  i 
connpand  that  all  the  bleffings  of  fpirituaj  peace  and 
profperity  may  reft  upon  you. 

37  Hereupon  Jcfbs/kpowiog  the  incredulity  of  7fo- 
BWi*a  beart,  and  yet  his  real  concern  not  to  be  deceived 
in  a  point  of  tbc  laft  importance,  lo  far  condefcended 
to  bis  weaknefs,  as  to  fpeak  particularly  to  him  byname} 
and  mftead  of  upbraiding  hint  for  hit  .  obflinacy  and 
perverfenefe,  in  refuGog  the  mfonabfe  and  Efficient 
evidence  that  had  been  given  before,  he,  with  a- 
mazing  eodearments  of  grace,  faid  to  bun.  Come  Tho¬ 
mas,  take  the  very  proof  that  yoo  yourfelf  infill  on, 
of  my beitig  rifen  indeed;  reach  hither  your  finger, 
and  examine  the  wounds  that  were  made  m  my  bands 
by  your  own  feeling  as.  well  as  eye-fight  j  and  then  put 
your  band  to  the  hole'’  that  was  made  in  my  fide  ;  fa- 
thfy  yourfelf  by  all  means  poffible,  that  this  is  a  real 
body,  the  very  fame  which  was  crucified  t  and  be  no 
longer  incredulous;  (<tnnr)  but  believe  that  I  am  rifen 
from  the  dead,  depeoding.on  me  foralf  its  glorious  confo 
quOnces  *  t  And  this  word  of  command  was  attended 
with  fuch  power,  as  worked  cfFe&ual  faith  in  his  heart. 

18  Then  Thomas,  full  of  admiration  at  the  conde- 
-fceoGon  and  grace  of  Chrift,  and  at  his  own  ftupidhy 
and.  backwardness  to  believe,  and  full  of  holy  fhame 
and  joyful  ecftacy,  cried  out,  I  now  declare,  before  alt 
the  company,  that  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  and  do  believe 
tbee  to  be  the  rifen  Redeemer,  and  the  God  of  all  fal- 

vation  ; 

NOTES.. 

ihao  tbc  other  evidence*  were,  that  had  been 
rivten  him  before  ;  for  a  carnal  heart  might 
nm  raifed  fame  perrerfe  and  unrafmaWc 
objection  *  tHcfc  proufi,  at  wall  as 

them:  Anil  ih^rtfurc,  rhtft^hthde  were  fK- 
traordbfiry  means  of  ttii*  divine  and  appro¬ 
priating  faiUi,  and  Along  inducements  t  r 
motives  to  it ;  yet  it  wai  the  word  of  Chrift 
let  home  upon  his  heart  with  poner,  which 
begat  it  in  him  ;  for  It  was  imxnedutcty  op- 
on  (Thrift's  fry  tag,  -We  sol  bat  iair- 

that  Tosses  c:v^l  out,  My  Lzrii,  and 
tny  (Jed* 


wonderful  efftriioo  of  his  Spirit  at  the  follow¬ 
ing  penteeoft,  that  from  thenceforward  it 
was  eonftantly  ohferved  by  the  apoftks,  and 
the  primitive  church,  and  was  commonly 
called,  by  way  of  eminence  and  diftindtion, 
the  Lerfsd&y.  (Rev.  i*  10.) 

*  It  it  nocmaio  whether  Thames  made 
the  experiment,  that  vu  offered  him;  it 
rather  feems  as  if  he  did  not,  by  Chrift’s  on¬ 
ly  frying  in  the  next  ver&,becaufathou  haft 
fern  me  thou  haft  believed :  But,  be  this-  as 
it  will,  his  hate  faring  and  hamUingthe  rifen 
betriy  of  our  Lord  would  have  been  no  more 
effectual  of  Ehtmftktt  to  cure  hU  unbelief. 
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varion;  as fadfl adort  tbec,Midl  take  thee  fin:  my 
Lord*  and  my  God. 

»j>  Jeto  ftjrt  29  Jefiu  relied,  in  a  way  dfgeatl*  r<buke,-72w?w, 
””  i^nufiitinn  T°u  have  indeed  new  believed,  being  induced-thefebjsro 
1..1T  &tn  me  ihoq  by  the  teflimony  of  your  fenfes  5  it  is  ^ell  for  yoa,{bgt 
IM  bettered:  bid-  any  means  bare  be^ii  atjength  ntiufe  -dFe&ual  to  over- 
hmnMfen, •ni  e>nie  I0*17  ®nW«f  ‘  But  tbeit  iafch  i$  ftiil  more  nobk, 
yethm  bctknrf.  fpiritual,  and  ingenuous,  aodbringsmbfe  honour  to 
God,  who  believe  in  me,  baFeW-apEMt  a  divine  tefthnony 
fufficiently  notified,  as  the  Uld  Teftament-faints  did, 
wbofie  faith  relied  on  a  mere  "word  of  promife ;  and  as 
they  ■will  do,  who  (lull  'hereafter  believe  through  the 
word  of  my  infpired  wttuefles,' though  it  be  not  confirm* 
cd  to  them  by  fieiifible  evidence,  as  tt  hath  been  to  yon. 

1*  And  many  30  And  as  Jefus  gave  theft  andehtabfe  atteftations 
dS*j*ftwl,la,die  t0  ^ii  rcfurr^fion»  by  doing  and  faying  wonderful 
pnlnico  of  bis  things,  to  fatisfy  the  doubts  .othts  riifciples  about  it} 
dUHples ,  whldi  fo  he  added  many  other  infallible  proofs  being  feeo  of 
XL' W?“"  m  thfmf9rtJ  **}*  after  bh  paffion,  (AO*  1.  3.}  which  are 
•  not recorded  in  thtsfacred  hiftory. 

31  Hot  theft  31  But  thefe  particulars  are  recited,  under  divine 
■re  written,  that  fuggeftion  and  condu&j  as  fufficient  fpecimens  of  the 
ItajSLhfS  feft»  to  Whom  thefe  prefentsfhall  come,  may 

Cfuift  ihefion  of  be  induced  to  believe*  that  jefus  is  indeed  the  Saviour 
God,  andthat  be-  of  Gnners,  w horn  the  Father  has  anointed  to,  and  has 
owned  and  accepted  in  his  office,  and  that  be  is  the  c- 
tii  nano,  temal  Son  of  God,  poffcfled  of  the  divine  nature  and 
perfections,  and  demm/rated  to-be  fo*  by  bis  rtfurrtc « 
ticn  from  the  dead}  (Rom*  i*  4,)  and  that,  thro*  faith 
in  him  as  fuch,  ye  may  be  partakers  of  fpiritual  and  e- 
temal  life,  by  the  merit  of  bis  blood,  and  the  power  of 
his  refurreftion,  who  is  alive  for  evermore^  and  bus  the 
keys  cf  bell  and  cf  death*  (Rev*  i,  18, ) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

Bleflcd  be  God  for  the  ftrong  and  numerous  evidences  be  has  given  of  Chrift’a 
Ttfumeftion  from  the  dead'  How  clearly  does  this  appear  from  the  open  fepul- 
Chre,  from  the  orderly  portion  of  his  burial-clothes  there,  from  the  teftimony 
of  angels,  and  from  his  ojvd  frequently  fhewing  himfelf  after  hrs  crucifixion  to 
many  faithful  witnefifee,  who  few  and  converted  with  him  !  And  bow  were  the 
jealottfies,  and  diftrufts  of  bis  difripies  about  it,  over-ruled  by  Providence  into 
occafions  of  tranfmitting  to  us  the  more  abundant  and  unqueftionable  confirm!* 
lion  of  this  fundamental  article  of  our  faith,  which  we  are  allured  was  likewife 
attended  with  many  other  infa*feoEe  proofs,  that  are  not  recorded  in  this  book  S 
And  O  the  aftooifring  conddeenfton  and  love  of  the  rifen  Saviour  to  them,  that 
had  fo  Utdy  foribok  him  in  his  laft  extremities ;  to  Piter*  who  bad  fo  frame- 
fujtydcnicd  him ;  and  to  Thomas^  whofe  unbelief  was  fb  obftinatc  and  pervcrfel 
He  appeared  and  pronounced  peace  unto  them,  and  owned  them,  as  he  does  all 
that  believe  tn  him,  for  brethren,  and  is  gone  to  heaven  to.  manage  and  (retire 
their  mterefts  with  hts  Father,  and  tbeir  Failicr,  his  covenant-God,  and  their 
God*  Happy  fouls  t  that  are  brought  to  believe  in  the  rifen  and  exalted  Jefus, 
and  to  claim  and  adore  him*  as  tbeir  Lord  and  tbeir  God*  Thongh  we  have  not 
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tbe  fcnfible  evidence  which  he  vouchfafed  to  thofe  witndfcs  of  Ms  refittredien; 
yet  we  bate  faithful  and  unexceptionable  tecoids  from  one*  whom  he  infptrrd 
with  the.  Holy  Ghoft*  to  be  the  ground  of  faith  in  him*  as  the  Son  of  God*  and 
our  Saviour:  Atid  though  darkmrfo  and  fears  may  fcroetimes  ovtr-fpread  our 
minds  In  an  hour  of  temptation*  thrift  can  eafily  fpeak  us  into  faith  and  joy  ttf 
his  word  and  Spirit^  and  bfrffcd  arc  they  that  Have  not  fevn,  and  yet  have  be* 
tiered ;  they  ffiall  obtain  eternal  life  through  his  name.  But  with  what  care 
Should  we  take  ajf  opportunities  of.attendiog  religious  aflcmblies,  and  okferriiig 
the  Lord’s  day*  is  hopes  of  meeting  with  Jcfus,  and  of  hearing  him  ipcak  peace 
to  our  Jbnto  f 


CHAP.  XXI. 

Chrifi  dfcovers  bimfelf  Again  to  fever  al  difciples  at  the  fea  of  Tibe* 
rias>  and  eats  vsitb  them,  1,-14.  Orders  Peter  to  feed  bit.  Jbeep 
and  Iambi,  it, — 17.  Foretells  tbe  manner  e/Petei’j  death,  t£,  19* 
And  checks  bis  curioftj  about  John,  20, — 23.  Tbe  conclufton  of' 
this  gofpel,  44,  25. 

Text.  PAXAHUlASE. 

Afrjy  }5S  AFTER  tbe  appearances  of  Jefus,  that  have  been 
Omd  himfelf  'already  recorded,  the  difciples,  as  he  bad  ordered 
ssaio  to  the  difci*  them,  (Matth.  xxriii.  10.)  retired  from  JerufaUm  to 
TiLriufindof  Galilee ;  and  as  he  had  proinifed  to  meet  them  there,  fo 
thii  wift  Jhcwed  before  his  interview  with  them  all  together  on  a  moim- 
he&mftff.  tain,  according  to  his  appointment,  ( Mattb .  xxviii.  s6) 
he  took  ati  opportunity  to  difeover  himfelf  again  to  fe-  ' 
veral  of  them,  at  the  (ea  of  Tiberiaj,  which  is  alfo  call¬ 
ed  the  fea  of  Galilee  ;  and  it  was  in  tbe  following  man¬ 
ner: 

1  Then  woe  4  Simon  Peter  and  Thomas ,  who  was  Itkewife  called 
Rnr%i4^TtMN  and  had  now  got  over  his  unbelief,  and  Na- 

Dyj.  thanael ,  an  inhabitant  of  Cana  in  Galilee,  as  alfo  James 
mus,  and  Nith,-  and  John,  the  two  fons  of  Zebedee ,  and  two  other  dit* 
j£°f^uit0£i  ciples  *  of  the  Lord,  were  got  together  waiting  for  the 
ef  £eb«ja,  *nd  Appointed  meeting,  according  to  his  promife,  and  in  o* 
t*o  other  of  Us  bedience  to  bis  command. 

^'simon  p.jW  3  the  mean  while,  that  they  might  not  be  idle, 
iiith  nolo  them,  hut  employ  themfclrcs  in  fome  tifeful  way  for  a  lireH- 
I  go  a  flfting!  hood,  Peter  faid  to  the  reft  of  bis  brethren,  Pll  go  a 
him7  Weslfo1*0  ^fl”ngi  and  they,  being  dehorns  to  keep  together,  told 
with  thee.  They  him  they  would  go  along  with  him:  Accordingly  tnty 
went  forth,  and  all  went,  and  forthwith  took  a  boat  for  their  purpofe, 
“*“!?• ‘I!?* fti2  and  fpent  their  night  in  fruirlefs  labour,  catching  no- 
that  night  they  thing;  God  to  ordering  it  in  bis  providence,  to  make 
caught  nothiog.  the 

NOTE, 

*  1*  b  uncertain  who  theft  were  \  but  An*  other  iwo :  And  yet  it  is  plain,  from  w.  ?+ 
drrv  and  Philip  being  G*!ilttjsfy  (chap.  L  audio,  that  John  was  one  of  Ui is  company, 
44.)  fame  hire  thought  that  they  were  thde  though  he  U  not  here  nseflu^oed- 
V*u  Us  t  .1  I 
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4  Rut  t  when 
the  mining  was 
nqgt  com«r  Jffiii 
fftSbJrtrthefliort* 
tts  lh*  difcJpl« 
iocw  not  that  it 
vw  jVlii*. 

5  Then  Jc^is 
£iith  onto  thorn. 
Children,  bavtyt 
*ny  meat  ?  They 
an/Wied  ■  him  , 

No- 

6  And  he  fsid 
untu  thciUi  Dfi 
the  net  on  ikiipht 
fide  of  (he  Ihtp, 
ctkJ  ye  I  hall  tind- 
They  r=;ft  rlurc- 
f^rc/iiuiuo*  they 
wrr  not  aHe  tu 
draw  if  fat  the 
rouUuudc  of  tth- 
es. f 


y  Therefore  that 
difei pie  whom  Je- 
fuilorod  frith  urt~ 
to  Peter,  It  is 
th?  Lord,  Novy, 
witro  Simon  pp- 
t£r  heard  that  it 
mu  tht  he 
jjiit  See  fillers 
untie  H  hi  t  (for 

lie  va;  relied,) 
and  did  Cifthint- 
fdt  into  tilt  icx 
U  A iid the  other 

itfrirw#  *an««  in  zeal,  tumped 

a  tittle  ilnp*  (for  —  J  -  - 

tiny  were  pul  Jjr 
from  hrki*  hut  a* 

)i  wrre  iwo  i  uu* 
dne  .1  ciih  1 1 1,  )dfy  £* 

£ing  the  net  w-ch 
ii!hei. 

pAiTjourhcn 
a* i.lu  y  tt’firr  come 

to  l*wi,  they  ftv, 
u  fire 


7i*.  Svaageliji  .Jo BN  paraphrased* 
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the  following  miracle,  and  the  jnftru&ion  designed  by 
it  the  more  remarkable. 

4  And  (*»)  the  next  morning  Jefus  came,  .and  ftpod 
on  the  fhore  within  fight  and  call-:  Neverthefefc,  (m«w) 
the  difciples,  not  expe&ing  to  -meet  with  him  there, 
were  fo  far  from  knowing  him,1  that  they  tooklljm  for  a 
perfect  firanger. 

5  Then  our  blefted  Lord,  as  if  he  had  wanted  either 
to  gratify  his  ciuiofity,  or  to  buy  provisions,  called  to 
them,  faying,  in  a  familiar  mariner.  Have  ye  catched 
any  fifli,  (rajm) n*y  lads f  They  tepfied,  No,  noneat  all. 

6  Whereupon  Jefus  designing  to  difeover  himfelf  to 
them  by  further  miraculous  Signs,  and  to  gire  them  a 
hint  of  the  great  fuccefe  they  fhould  have'  in  their  mi¬ 
ni  Aerial  work,  according  to  his  appointment  and  com¬ 
mand,  ami  by  his  afliftance,  though  without  him  they 
could  do  nothing  to  good  purpofe;  hefpoke  to  tfaem'a- 
gain,  faying,  Throw  your  net  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
boat,  and  ye  will  certainly  find  a  great  lUbal  there.  Then 
the  difdples  being ‘willing  to  try  what  might  be  done, 
rather  than  return  without  catching  any  thing,  call  their 
net  according  to  his  dire&ion  ;  and  it  inclofed  fuck  a 
furprizing  number  of  fifties,  that  they  could  not  draw 
it  up  into  the  boat. 

7  This  was  fucb  a  demonftration  of  ChriiVs  domini¬ 
on  over  the  fifties  of  the  lea,  (PfaL  visa.  6,  8.  compared 
with  Jfeb.  ii.  6,  8.)  and  was  fo  like  the  miracle  he  had 
wrought  in  the  fame  lake  before,  (Luke,  v.  j^io.) 
that  his  favourite  difciple  John*  refleitlmg  upon  it,  .and 
bcing'under  divine  illuimnation^faidto-iVfr}*,  Undoubt¬ 
edly  this  is  no  other  than  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  now  a- 
galn  appears  to  us;  Upon  which  Peter*  being  convin¬ 
ced  that  it  really  was  fo,  immediately- girded  about  him 
his  fi filer’s  coat  *,  and  ii^  the  warmth  of  hie  love  and 
zeal,  Jumped,  at  all  adventures,  ipto  the  water,  to  get 
to  Chriit  with  the  utinofi  fpeed. 

8  And  the  refi  of  (he  difciples  made  the  bell  of  their 
way  to  b:m,  as  fafi  as  they  could,  in  the  boat,  dragging 
the  net,  that  was  fo  full  of  fifli,  along  withitbcm  in  the 
water  i  for  they  were  but  about  an  hundred  yards  oil 
from  the  land. 

y  Now,  as  (bon  as  they  came  afiiore,  (hey  faw  a  good 

fire 

NOTE. 

fcstc  fcuSy  Gripped  off  fame  of  (h eir  upper* 
(i  Sijttt*  xiH-  14.  1  Sjhi*  vi-  iri. 
sxv,  jtf.);  4T«I  Jbihutlmo  wlirn  rhfir 
^.invNBnrs  only  hang  fh  fortfr  shorn  them, 
that  rheir  fcO)  miy  be  ireu,  ( Ifcs  xt  *,  *  ); 

aoti  perhaps  only  Jtirt  the  gCTfacnt 

tout  Mm  which  btiotc* 


*  The  critic*  v^rlonfst-  d:fpure  atam  this 
rj  fame  tdN-ng  it  to  tr  .>n  \:\- 
Jj>d  others  an  g-nnwnt  ;  l:«i 

which  ever  U  thrr-re  i»  m  nrcatioj? 
pofb  th^tr  Ptitr  Qiiirc  nstrd  :  I'or 

xrt  iiirl  tr?  Vc  they 

k^vc  wjy  c,-:,  o i  nhtn  they 


£h.  iri. 
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ft  fire  ofou!*  there* 
and  fthUbl  there¬ 
on*  and  brad. 


fire  ready  made*  to  warm  and  dry  them,  and  drefs  their 
food;  and  law  ftfli  aJ ready  broiling  on  the  coals,  and 
bread  at  hand  to  be  eaten  with  it  *. 


io  Jdbs  Aiih 
unto  thuo,  Brine 
of  the  Sib  which 
Jx  have  now 
Caught, 


,n  Simon  Pe¬ 
ter  went  up,  and 
drew  the  net  to 
Lend  foH  o£  gnat 
an  hundred 
and  fifty  and 
tbroc:  and  for  all 
tlicu  wttffb  ma¬ 
ny,  yet  was  not 
the  net  brnken, 
ii  Jefus  far h 
onto  them.  Come 
md  dine.  And 
noneofihe  difcl* 
jdevdui  (1  astfeim. 
Who  art  thou  ? 
knowing,  that  it 
vn  the  Lord. 


10  And  that  they  might  take  (he  more  particular  no¬ 
tice  of  the  preceding  miracle*  in  the  great  draught  tbfcy 
had  made*  as  fllfo  that  they  might  cat  the  fruit  of  their 
-labour,  he  ordered  them  to  .bring  fome  of  the  fifh, 
which  they  had  catcbed,  and  to  drtfcit  on  the  coals  to 
make  up  their  meal,  \  ■  ' 

li .Then  Prttr  went,  and,  wjtb  the  aflUlance  of  his 
brethren,  drew  the  net,  till  they  landed  it ;  and  it  was 
foundj^ptm-a  careful  reckoning* to, be  full  oflarge  fifhes, 
to  the  Itumbcr  of  one  hundred  fifty  and  three  :  Arul 
though  they  were  (™«™j  fo  great,  firong,  and  many; 
yet,  by  another  miraculous  operation  of  Chrilt’s  power, 
the  net  was  prc&rved  f  -fiom  being  rent  and  torn* 

12  Jefus  feeing  with  what  awe  the  difclples  were 
ftruck  at  hU  prefence,  and  at  hi$  performing  thefe  mi- 
racier,  faid  to  them,  in  a  Jcind  and  affable  manner, 
Camc,  fit  down,  and  eat  with  me,  (fee  the  note  eti 
Luke  itiV.  43. )L;  which  he  did  as  a  further  proof  of  the 
reality  of  his  refurtc£Hon»  and  as  an  emblem  of  that 
fpiritmlj.freey  and  friendly  communion  he  would  have 
wirb  Atm,  while  they  Jhould  remain  upon  earth,  tho* 
be,  was  jifcn  to  be'glorifitd,  and  of  the  (till  more  inti* 
mate,  communion  he  would  admit  them  to  in  heaven* 


And  they  were  fo  fully  fausfied  of  , its  being  the  Lord 
hjmftlf,  that  none  of  them  thought  there  was  any  room 
to  afehinij  whether  he  were  or  not ;  nor  durft  they 
Venture  to  put  fuch  a  quefUon  to  him,  becaufe  it  would 
have  carried  an  appearance  of  remaining  unbelief. 

.j.  Then,  they  fitting  down,  he. went  and  placed 
bread,  ritip»1v*b  mrafe If  among  them,  having,  as  the  matter  of  the 
fcaft,  afked  a  bieiTing.an  the  food,  which  he  continued 
t  to  do  afrer,  as  well  as  before  his  death,  to  fet  us  an  ex¬ 
ample,  {Luke  xxiv*  30.)  ;  and  he  distributed  both  the 
bread  and  fifh  among  them. 

,  *4  Now  this  was  the  tlnrdtime,  {chap,  is,  ip,  a&) 

th*jWsflw**4  that  Jcfua  difeovered  himfdf,  as  reatty  alive,  to  any 
bim&lfrehfedlC-  -cohfiderable  number  of  his  difciples  together,  after  his 
bc^H^from  refurreffcion,  though  he  more  privately  appeared,  oa 

ihetoL  various 

NOTES. 

*  Tir  highly  probable  that  Chrift,  as  thi  fecarrd  ;  but  to  this  the  net  ms  kept  whale, 
LarddCthccanb,  is  wdl  »  ofthe  fa,  had  net  wish  Handing  the  dancing  of  rlw  grew 
tniroculoftffyprtvjdedaH  this  for  thrfrfpccdy  fiihc*.  t'tthaps  as  Tome,  have  thought,  that 
icfrefliinciK,  and  for  a.  farther  tnaUifefbiun  r*ct  veas  their  ourn*  a;vl  this  btjrruwcd, 
of  his  power  and  merty  on  iheir  behalf.  the  Jifap1:^  having  left  off tiidr  fiihinfctCMJn 
f  In  a  former  mrrKtc  of  this  kind*.  and  fo  Chrilt  preserved  it  from  damage,  tm 

v,  t,  J.)  the  oct  broke,  tod  yet  the  Gib  nere  *  teach  ui  in  ukc  care  vitorroinJ  £wds, 

-  ■  I  i  * 
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various  occaGons,  to  fevenl  paraeiflarperforia  *.  . 

if  So  wfan  15  After  they  had  done  earing,  and  thrift  had'  there* 
jdw  ftkh  to*si- 1  by  g‘*en  t^cm  tokens  of  his  friendfhip^.  he  thought  it 
iionpeter,  Simon  a  proper  fealon  tacitly  to  Reprove  Peter  for  his  late  Ibame- 
teer. Jonas,  k>-  fu}  denials  of  him,  and  to  intimate  the  greatnefs  of  his 
Thun^rcfhJftidi  own  love» in  forgiving  him,  as  alio  to  admouilh  hitn  of 
nmo  him.  Tea ,  hie  doty  for  time  to  come,  and  to  fotisfy  him,  and  the 
Lordithpoknow,  reft  of  the  dtfciples,  that  he  had  reftored  him  to  his 
tfifihh  iritohim,"  commiffion,  a$  veil  as  taken  hiuinto  favour,  notwhh- 
ft*&  my  itrahs.’  Handing  all  that  had  pafledt  And  therefore  be  fpoke-tQ 
him  particularly,  by  his  original  name,  and  not  bythat 
winch  he  himfelf  had  given  bim  with  a  view  to  his 
ftrong  faitb,  zvi.  17,  t8.)  faying,  Simon,  fon 

of  Jonaj,  you  not  long  ago  faid,  Though  all  men  be  of¬ 
fended  hetaufe  of  thee ,  yet  vrill  net  /:  (MattL  xzri.  33.) 
Have  you  indeed  a  greater  affe&ron  to  me  than.f  any 
of  thefe  my difcipieshave ?  /V/eranfweied,  Lord,  thcr, 
were  I  to  be  judged  of  by  my  late  behaviour,  there  is 
too  much  reafon  to  fnfpc£fc  me,  and  though  I  dare  not 
pretend  to  exceed  my  brethren  in  their  love,  having  too 
much  already  experienced  the  vanity  of  fuch  prefump- 
tuous  thoughts ;  yet  1-dare  humbly  appeal  to  thee,  that 
thou  knowefl  1  Gncerely  love  thee.  Jefus  replied,  Shew 


■  id  He  fahh  un¬ 
to  him  again  the 
fc^ond  time,  fll- 
R)iki  fin  of  Jana*, 
Lovdi  ihm  me  ? 
Heftithujuohim, 
Yea,  Lord,  Uioti 
k  iioiidilhdlfoK 
thee.  He  fihh  un¬ 
to  him,  Feed  ipjr 
lUtep. 


then  your  love  to  me,  in  eurcifing  a  tender  care  toward 
the  weakeft  of  my  flock,  by  adnuniftrtng  fuch  dtijEkrinw, 
as  may  be  rcfrelhing  and  ftrcntheniug  to  them  whom 
I  now  commit  to  your  charge.  - 

16  Again  he  faid  to  bim  a  fecond  time,  Simon,  fon 
of  Jondf,  have  you  then  a  hearty  and  affe&ionate  love 
for  me  ?  Peter  anfwered  as  before,. Tea,  Lord,  ]  trull 
I  can  abide  by  this  appeal,  that  thou  kaoweft  I  have  a 
flneere  defire  toward  thee,  efteem  of  tbee,  and  delight 
in  thee.  Jefus  replied  again.  Let  it  then  appear  by  your 
difobarging  the  oifice  of  a  faithful  {hepherd  toward  all 
tny  fbeep  that  may  come  under  your  care. 

17  After 

N  O  +  E  S. 


*  Thjt  may  llkcwife  be  underffood  of  the  aod  th*  pletfiro  abd  profit  of  fifbing  ?  But 
thri  day  of  his  (hewing  htmfclf  to  any  of  1m  FtferV  dropping  this  of  thtqwftkwk  in 
dHtipta :  Fox  hi  -  appearance  to  Maty  his  anfwCT,  feem*  to  intimate^  that  ne  under* 

dabntd* nd  Qthar  tromco,  to  Frier,  And  the  ftood  it  to  relate  tojiis  loving  Chrift  non 
two  difeiple*  at  and  to  oil  t^e  apo-  that)  bis  feUowrdifctples  loved  him  :  For  bo 

fttes  together,  except  T erwwt,  wasoti  the  day  doubt  but  he  could  hav*  &id,  that  he  bred 
of  hi  ^  rt(hmdiont  Mol*  xaevitt,  aqd-f'fe/f  him  marc  than  thole  other  earthly:  things, 
xxiv,  1 3,  ji,— ;  and  h:t  jewing  him*  or  tUc-he  could  not  hive  appealed  to  him 
i>lf  10  them  nil,  when  Tfoirwi  was  with  them ,  for  ha  fincerity  therein 3  finer  if  he  did  sot 
on  th^t  day  /even  -night,  {th&f*  xx-  love  hi*  Lord  in  preference  to  all  things  here, 

and  after  thU  we  have  uo  account  of  his  ap.  '  he  could1  not  he  truly  faid  to  lore  him  at  all, 
pearinjt  again  to  any  of  ihem  till  now,  (MsttB*  x*  jy*}  :  bat  a  remembrance  of  his 

+  More  than  thtft*  (srx**v  rvfov)  may,  by  former  ftlf-confidcncc,  and  its  dreadful  effects* 
the  co nO rrftfon,  refer  totheobjettsof  Pfter*s  might  well  make  him'  afraid  of  /peaking  of 
kmy  wbrib  would  wkethc  meaning  of  the  *  hU  1 <we,  u  excelling  that  of,  the  rtfl  of  \tU 
quc^TOD  to  be,  Do  you  lore  me  more  than  brethren;  accordingly  Jefus  eon  ddi'ended  to 
you  do  thefe,  your  earthly  friend*  usd  fotn*  renew  the  queflbn  without  the  companion, 
talons,  ox  more  than  lh<ft  nets  and  bustts. 
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SO* 


to  *7  After  ibis-  CHrift  pot  it  dofe  to  him  a  third  time, 

time,  Simon  An  kying,  Simmtf  foo  of  JWw,  will  you  then  fbuid  to  it,  ‘ 
of  }onts;  ioreft  that  you  thus  unfrignedly love  me  ?  then  Peter  being 
ww'erkTcd^'b^  plainly  reminded  of  his  haying  three  times  over  de*. 
cutie  te^unto  ntcd  bis  Lord  a  few  days  ago,  notwithftanding  Ms  highr 
him  tht  third  profcjjliotts  to  the  contrary,- was  exceedingly  troubled  in 
mT>*  at  this-funher  repetition  of  the  lame  queftion,  and 

unw^n;  Lord,  ^id,  ir*t*1  ftjll  more  earneflnefs  than  before,  Lord,  I 
than  ktiowcft  dl  .know  there  is  bo  deceiving  thee,  who  art  fully  acquaint* 
koowefl't h, t Tkr»«  things,  evento  the  moft  fecret  difpoOdons 

iKk.  jeftnfidth  the  heart}  but  my  great  comfort  is,  that,  bowjuft- 
«nto  bijzj ,  ft»d  !y  foever  Imay  fufpe£l  m yfelf,  and  defer're  to  be  fuf- 
fy  Aeep,  pc£led  by  thee  and  others,  thy  omnifeient  eye  feertfre' 
principle  of  lore  which  'is  in  .my  fold' toward  thee, 
and  the  nprigbtnefe  of  my  appeal  to  thee  about  it.  J6" 
fu$  anfwered  as  before,  Prove  then  the  fincenty  of  your 
lore**  by  feeding- my  people  with  knowledge  and  un- 
derftmdidg,  like  a  pallor  after  mine  own  heart,  whatfo* 
ever  dangers  .  and  fuffe  rings  .you  may  be  expofod  to 
for  it.  '  .. 


»BTerfty«Hl]r  iff  And.  I,  who  am  Truth  itfelf,  affuredly  tell  yen,' 
wSL  th«*IS  tbat  in  the  days  of  your  youth  and  vigour,  you 

yoone  thoo  gird-  ufed  to  gird  you  rclotbe*  about  your  loins,  and  go  where* 
cd^t ^rW/.  and  ever  yon  pleated,  as-  but  nowyou  girded  your  fifher’s 
coat  about  yoo,  and  came  to  me;  {ver.  7.) ;  yet,  in  the 
bat  when  thou  declining  age  of  life,  to  which  you  (hall  be  preferred 
nujt  boold  tboo  to  feed  my  .flock,  yOu  -will  - be  forced  to  ftretchf  oot 
tby'hsS^^d  y0UI  bands ’in'  fuch  a  difagreeable  inanner,  'and  others 
taotbcf  OiaU  ^rd  will  bind  and  carry  yon  to  fiicb  tortures  and  death  -for 

th<* .  ind.  cany  my  fake,  as  human  nature  cannot,  but  wifh  if  poffible, 
tari  whither  thou  ™;7  r 

mnlddl  not.  tO  a  O  d.  ^ 

tp  Thii  rpat*  Ip.  Our  blefled  Lord  {poke  thefe  lift  words  to  inti* 
he,  figaifyin  j  by  mate  that  particular  fort  of  martyrdom,  even  the  death 
CW4  dea^0p^  of  thecroft  by  which  Peter  (hoold  at  length  ftal  his 
And,  when  teftimony  to  him  and  the  gofpel,  ihould  give. evident 
proof  of  the  power  of  divine  grace,-in  its  enabling  him 
lo  fubtjrit  to  that  cruel  and  lhameful  death,  with  a  be* 

coming 


NOTE  8. 


*  -T  not  fa  that  ai\)r  jrat  dtpcadtuec  reUte  to  the  cuftom  of  hying  the  croft  on  the 
ic  10  be  had  on  the  obfavaibii)  of  the  cri-  Sodden  of  him  that  was  to  be  crocked 
tici,  about  the  didbvnt  fbiftioftbt  verb*  who  tt  fams  ctrriM  it  wirh  hit  inosrxtnd* 
(t-iTrtv  ind  f<Afvv,  to  hnxt  aod£»'Kerand  ed,  and  bound  an  thetrsnlVerfi:  piece  of  wood 
in  thi$  inil  the  twq  pren-  to  which  HU  hands  were  afterwards  to  be 
dnig.  ver :  The  t**o  former  Qf  thefe  ft*m  to  nailed*  {T*dl  Lump*  U  £«.)  And  pofiibty 
ke,  here  |t  Ujft,  y£td  prumlfedOTfly  one  for  the  oceauou  of  oat  I^ard**  caprcfling  Pttirs 
dre  other*  a*  terms  oP  tha'Amc  iiujurij  atf-cntdfiiion  in  this  min  per,  wasuLcn  from 
ah*  tothe  two  Utter;  hU  having ju(i  before  ft  retched  oot  his  hands 

f  Strtkhhtg  firth  ^  bavdf  hu  a  plain  i:  hV  eagerhef*  ahd  ptdafure  in  fviin&iiD^ 
reference  to  the  poftme  of  a  cruet  fixing  as  from  the  boat,  ver*  7. 
f^e  foUowing  wfe  explains,  it ;  Apd  «rifFj*  1  PAII  ^nti^rnty  agrees  that  Pttn  was  ctn. 
hctV  rrenijotfed  hefov^  Pct<7**  bdnjj^  girckd',  dfied  ai  though  ibcrc  is  a 'great  di*er- 
ci.4  arncil  vlhithct  he  would  Ufrp:*  mat  hrr-  ui  iu  ^fcooRt  of  flf  k* 


$01 
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it  Then  Peter, 
rpjminff  about , 
fceth  $he  difdpln 
,  fchowjdlakrwd, 
Jbllowiag;  tahkh 
ajfo  leaned  odhu 
broJt  u  fiippcr,  j 

«i4  &B*  X*w4* 
which  fa’h®  that 
kfntyclfeibcc  f 


at  Paer  >  fee- 

f  blui*  (fiilh  to 
_  luh 
what  -  this 
totfa  A/  L  ■ T 


hchidfpokeDJus  coming  extreiie  of  faith  aod  lowland  of  cheerful  re* 
Fdbw  fixation  and  maience,  and  ,^ul4  thereby  encourage 

and  cdabiilh  the  faith  of  others*.  for  ^he  glory  of  Gnd. 
And  Chrift  having  laid  this,' he  farther  confirmed  fitter's 
com  million,  anji.wdered.him  to  yield  .blmfelf  dp  to  his 
fenrice,  faying*  Keep  clofe  to  my  pfru&ions  and  com¬ 
mands,  inaljf  ynur  preaching  aqd  jabdurs,  under  the 
guidance  anti  influence  of  mySpirit  ;«nd  follow  my 
example,  in-  the.  txgrcife of  every  ,gracc£  through  fuller- 
tags  and  death  to  .  glory^.and  tor-.. the  prefeat  dome  a- 
Iqngwitbme.  ;  *  ’ 

'  30.  Then  Peter  getting  up, -and  going  after  hi?  lord, 
looked  behind  .him,  attdfav  that  difdple  alfo  foUow- 
Wig,  for  whom  Jefu?  bad  a  peculiar  kipdnels,  as' appear¬ 
ed  on  Various  occafions,  and  who  particilarly  rt  the  tail 
pafchal  fuppetj  lcaning like  a  bdfom-fr lend  on  his  bread, 
laid  to  him,  st  Peter’s  gmng-thebeck,  Lord,  .Wbo  ia 
k  oif  all  this  .company  that  will'  betray  thee  ?  (Chap* 
Wii.  23,-25.)  ;  , 

'21  Peter y\  fay,  obferving  this  difciple,  and  bang 
partly  concerned  a*  a  friend  Tor  .him,  and-  .partly  curi¬ 
ous  to  know  what  would  become  of  him,  faid  to  Jefus, 
Lord,  What  is  tbe  tot  that  will  befaJ  this  thypeculiar 
fayotiiite  ? 

.8?  Jefus,  not  thinking  proper  to  gratify  his  curiofity, 
ttprobim,  in  replied,  withfbme  obfburity.  If  itbe.my  plealurc  that 
Lrte,*wtuuvV;  he  ihould  continue  in  life,  till.Icotne  to  appear  lit  great 
glory  *,  What  have  you  to  do  with  that?  your  duty  is 
to  mind  your  own  bufinefe  and  concerns,  and  not  trou¬ 
ble  yourfelf  about  his:  Wbatfijever  becomes  of  him  yield 
you  youffelf  up  to  me,  and  follow  my  fteps,  as  I  have 
alreadrordered  you.- {ver,  19.) 

23  The  determinate  fenf?  of  thisanfweriiot  being 
iBoni'tbf  W  '^lily  tinderftood,  a  report  was  immediately  fpread  a- 
tfuts ,.  tb»c  th« :  broad  among  the  difeipiea,  who  were  all  brethren  in 
difriplci^ojtUnot  chrift,  a ad  children  of  the  fame  heavenly  Father  with 
nto  hini,  tfo  .himftlf,  that  this  beloved  apoftle  fliould  never  die,  like 
fbaUanilic:  bat,  other  men,  but  fliould  remain  alive  on  earth,  till  their 
Lord  Ihould  appear  at  the  final  judgment :  But  this  no¬ 
tion,  aa  is  ufiial  in  oral  traditions,  was  grounded  on 
mifconftr unions  of  Chrift’s.  words,  and  additions  of 
men  to. them ;  he  having  faid  no  fuch  thing  to  Peter , 
but  only,  If  I  am  minded  that  he  fliould  prolong  his 
days  npon  earth  till  I  come  %  meaning  till  I  come  to 
deftroy  Jerufalemr  and  after  that  to  take  him  to  heaven, 
not  by  a  violent  death,  but  in  the  ordinary-  courfe  of 

nature 

NOTE*. 

*  GotVtbe  fcnfes  giren  in  the  Panphufc  ftle  that  furvired  the  definition  of 
were  ftJ&Jied  in  Jobs,  who  w«  the  opty  apo-  and  chit  dttd  a  catiinl  dftfJi- 


npsobiiQfin  mtl 


OH  th$c  ?  FoU6w 
thou  me* 


13  TfaCRWSOC 
ihiiTay  Ui  g  abroad 


tfl  will  that  he  txr 
r  lUll  come,  what 
ii  l&d  u>  dm  l 


Cb.  nil 
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nature)  at  a  good  old  age,.,  what  fignifies  that  to  you  i  It 
is  no  bufi^cfs  of  years  to  inquire  after  it;  nor  is  it  for 
you  to  bc"tnade  acquainted  before -Hand  with  it. : 

M  the  24  This  difciple,  concerning  whom  .thefe  thing! 
difcTple «hjeh tef-  were  fa  id.  to  Peter,  is  he  who  here  recordsthem,  and 
jyjj*  u»d  w«  wrote' -the  pfefent  biftory  of  Cbrift  ;  and  as  he  is  an  in*' 
theiethinas;aoj;  fgirof-wtiter  of  what  he  has  fecn  and  beard,  his  tefti- 
*  know  nut  Lii .  mony*is  undoubtedly  true :  So  that  it  is  to  he  afliiredly 
uftiuway  u  iro.  Relieved  according  the  heft  rules'  that  men  can 
have  to  judge  of  futh  things,  what  he  bath  laid  is  al¬ 
ready  received  with  the  fulleft  fatisfaftionby  tbechurcb* 
es  as  dmnrttuib,  and  I  who^ive  committed  it  to  writ¬ 
ing,  am  iofanibly  cenain  of  us  beingjb.  , 
t;  And  thot  2$  And  DOW)  to  conolude.  the  whole,  fa  indefatiga- 
*?*  *£?.  “““ft  hie  was  the'Lord  Jefus  in  his  labours  who  went  about 
j«&»  did*  the  dqing  good,  [ASfs  x,  38,)  that  a  vaft  abundance  of  o- 
whieh'  .if  .  thcr  ther  thing?*  .well  worthy  of  remembrance)  were' done 
ffeouldj*  by  him)  helides  thofe  which  are  recorded ;  and  were  a 
potohateven  the  particular  account  to  be  written  at  large  of  all  his  es» 
wnrid  it fdr amid-  cellent  prayers,  difeourfes  and  performances  of  a  reli- 
poos,  moral,  and  miraculous  nature  l  am  perfujuled; 
be  written.  .a-  .(*'^0  they  would  fill  foch  an  incredible  number  of  voi 
wen.  luraes,  as  would  oyer-load  the  mind  and  memory  ;  and, 

after  all,  the  unbelieving  world,  through  their  catnaJi- 
*ty  and  prejudices  againft 'thrift  and  the  gofpel,  could 
not  receive  f  the  things  contained  therein;  and 

fo  they  would  be  of  no  more  advantage,  than  this  com¬ 
pendium  may  be  to  them.  In  ratification  of  all  the  fore¬ 
going  record,  I  hereunto  fet  my  ameh\  and  may  every 
one  that  reads  it  fay,,  hyyray  of  affect  pud  con/c nt,  So 
it  is,  and  fo  let  it  be  ) 


NO' 

*  Theworfi,  m  ifwv  bare  beat  drawn 
hy  foroe  i mo  an  argument  for  tip*  laft  chtap- 
t-rt  bring  written  by  other  hands  jlpn  the 
.■-.pofHe  JshJs*  But  the  beginning  of  this 
v <rd  U  a  plain  confutation  of  that  opinion, 
where,  referring  to  what  Chtift  hat!  raenlkio- 
ed  ctHicerniog  J&n,  it  is  &id,  Tm  h  tbt  Sf- 
ch!c  Tvhttb  ttfttjies  of  theft  wings  and  wr&ft 
theft  and  in  this  Aipter  he  apparent¬ 

ly  lifts  the  time  fttle  as  be  hid  in  the  fore- 
going  parts  of  the  biftory,  continuing  tucon- 
tv;ii  fm  own  name,  and  fpoks  of  him  ft  If  as 
t.*e  difdpte  whom  Jefus  loved,  TherefoTt, 
according  to  the  various  femes  given  tn  the 
Pinpliralc,  which  arc  fohmitted  m  the  read*- 
er's  chqkx,  -vc  hra,  may  reljtec;:h?r  to  she 
common  fchibof  mankind,  a$  to  what  we  all 
ksow  iu  like  cjfe  j  or  to  what,  in  (atl3  is  the 


:  e  s# 

fcn&oFtnitbeHcven  with  regard  to  the  things 
contained  in  this  particular  hiftory ;  or  10 
the  apoflle's  own  afluraocc,  a  poo  m  fallible 
evidence,  of  the  truth  of  what  he  wrote ;  and 
fo  tt  agree*  with  what  ha  had  hid  before  In  a 
cafe,  of  which  he  was  an  eye-wit  n  tfs, 
xia.  if*:  For  tW  he  here  fpeak*  in  the  pfo* 
nl,  he  in  the  next.verfc  rtfimics  the  Gngular 
number,  faying' Tfippoft ;  and  this  very  tpo* 
file  uftd  the  plural  number,  juft  to  the  lame 
manner,  when  ipraking  of  hirafelf,  t  John 
i*  — J* 

+  The  word  fed**#™)  rendered/*  CMlas*f 
is  fom  crimes  taken  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe, 
and  ligniiics  to  receive*  or  to  haw  place  in  the 
mind,  at  in  clap*  vI!!-  37-  and  Mztib.  xit. 
n/n,  And  lb  (here  Is  no  neeefliiy  for  an 
}{+*?rfak  to  account  for  this  p  hr  ale# 


R  E  C  O  L-* 


Ch*  xit 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  repeated*  miraculous,  and  plain  are  the  proOfe  of  Ch  rift's  refunvftlon, 
who  has  given  us  foch  abundant  &tii&Afaxj  concerting  it,  as  Ihould  make  us 
afraid  of  entertaining  a  fuimcton  to  the  contrary  1  He  is  often  nay  his  people 
while  they  know  it  not,  b  better  to  them  than  their  own  expectation,  and  lifts 
them  in  the  greatnefs  of  bis  mercy,  even  before  they  look  for  him  t  And  O  with 
what  wonders  of  divine  power,  conddbenfion,  and  kindnefs,  does  he  maufteft 
itimielf  to  them,,  ft  nee  his  refnrreCiion  from  the  dead  I  But  when  they  have  tnif- 
behaved,  he  pats  them  to  the  trial,  -and  to  the  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  their 
love  to  him  :  And  bow  happy  is  ft,  upon  dole  and  feriou*  reflexion,  to  be  able 
to  appeal  to  him,  as  the  omoifcknt,  heart- fcarchiiig  God,  that  he  knows 
we  love  him  I  We  may  then  be  affined  that  he  firft  loved. ;  and  wbatfoever  tri¬ 
als  he  may  further  cal!  ns  to,  he  will  enable  ns  to  follow  him,,  even  onto  death, 
that  God  may  be  glorified  thereby:  But  let  us'  take  heed  of  indulging  curiofity, 
by  prying  into  his  fecrcts,  or  meddling  with  things  that  do  not  concern  na.^* 
Whilft  his  mariftring  fervaots  fiih  for  foals,  unlefs  it  be  under  his  direction  and 
Meffing,  how  much  ioever  they  tod,  they  will  catch  nothing :  But  when,  at  his 
command,  they  caft  the  gofpei-net,  and  he,  by  a  fecret,  efficacious  influence, 
brings  a  flioal  under  its  power;  bow  forprizing  is  tbe  fucceft!  And  when,  by 
their  miniftry,  he  has  gathered  a  church  for  himfclf,  with  what  teuderoefi  <foeg 
he  take  care  of  the  we&keft,  as  well  ss  the  ftrongeft  among  them !  With  what 
folemn  injunction  bps  he  laid  it  upon  hb  fervaats  to  feed,  them  with  good  doc¬ 
trine!  And  how  can  they  ihew  their  love  to  Chrifl,  without  attending  to  the 
charge  he  has  riven  them  of  his  lambs  and  (heepf— Blefled  be  God  for  the  fnffi* 
deucy  of  the  Rripturc,  free  from  all  the  uncertainties  of  oral  tradition,  and 
without  kny  need  of  fopplemcnta  of  thai-kmd,  which  are  no  way  to  be  depend¬ 
ed  upon,  .unlefstbey  agree  with  the  word  of  God:  But  we  are  well  allured,  that 
Whatever  b  left  upon  record  there  is  infallibly  true ;  as  fiich  mar  we  believe  it, 
approve  of  it,  and  rejoice  in  its  frying,  w  with  one  heart  and  voice, 'Amen  l 
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THE  favourable  accept dnee  which  the  former  votremes  on  the Evarfj 
gelifts  have  met  withy  among  many  fertous  drift  tan  t  and  worthy 
mmfiers  ;  the  good  ufey  which  ( as  I  have  often  been  informed)  is  con¬ 
tinually  made  of  them  in  multitudes  of  religious  families^  to  their  hi - 
firuHion  and  edification^  ef pec  tally  on  the  Lor  <ts  day  evenings  ;  and  thd 
repeated  importunity  of  many  valuable  friends ^  together  with  the  ad¬ 
vantage  and  phafure  that  I  find  in  fiudying  the  gofpcl  revelation ,  have 
encouraged  me  to  proceed  in  the  fame  manner  on  other  parts  if  the 
New  Teft ament.  Having  therefore  obtained  help  of  (Sod  to  continue  to 
this  day?  I  have ,  at  length ,  redeemed  fo  much  time  from  other  fervices 
and  avocations^  at  to  carry  on  my  defign  through  the  A£ls  of  the  Apo- 
flics,  the  Epifile  to  the  Romans,  and  the  two  Epiftles  to  Corinthians* ; 
according  to  the  propofols  publijhed  a  white  ago .  Thefe  give  us  d  more 
perfect  view  of  tie  fcheme  tf  Gbrijlianity  than  can  be  gathered  front 
the  Evangel! ft Sj  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of  tranfdElions  that  faffed  before 
the  gofpd+difpenfatien  was  fet  up  in  its  full  light  and glory * 


GOD  preferring  life  and  healthy  and  capacities  of  clofe  thinkings  & 
few  years  longer^  1  propofe9  by  his  affiance^  to  go  through  the  remain* 
der  of  the  New  Te foment  in  two  volumes  m$re%  f  much  the  fdtne  fizti 
with  the  others  ;  and  to  add*  at  the  end ,  an  alphabetical  table  of  the 
principal  things  contained  in  the  Parapbrafe ,  and  efpecuilly  m  the  Notes* 
of  all  the  fix  volumes.  But  I  do  not  intend  to  let  the  world  be  troubled 
with  any  further  propofals  for  a  fubferiptionj  jince  it  is  to  be  prefumed f 
that  thofe  who  have  purchafed »  and  approve  of  what  is  already  put  into 
tbeir  bands t  will  /caret  be  backward  tc  complete  their  fet *  with  the  ad¬ 
ditional  advantage  of  fo  ufful  an  Index  to  the  whole :  And  to  give  tlscm 
on  opportunity  of  doing  if,  they  tfSaytxpeH  to  fee  the  iifth  and  fixih 
volumes  advertifal  in  the  public  papers i  if  ever  they  be  fimjbed. 


t 
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AS  therefore  I  may  not  have  fucb  another ,  I  -would  lay  hold  on  the 
frejent  occajion,  to  expre/s  my  grateful  fcnfe  of  the  friendly  approba¬ 
tion  of  theft  labours  that  has  been  difcovered  in  the  generous  fubfcrip - 
lions  to  this,  as  -well  as  to  the  former  volumes  :  For  tnefe,  though  fewer 
than  the  firfl,  are  more  than  could  be  Oeafbnabfy  expelled,  conftdering 
how  many  of  my  acquaintance ,  who  encouraged  that,  have  been  carried 
iff  by  death  in  the  compafs  of  [even  years ;  and  how  many  other  works, 
if  a  like  nature ,  were  offered  to  the  public ,  about  the  fame  time  with 
this}  and  efpccially  conjidering  the  alarming  i roubles  and  dangers,  con - 
fuffons,  Ioffes,  and  expenses ,  that  attended  the  late  deferable,  unpro¬ 
voked |  and  cruel  rebellion  againff  the  beji  of  kings  and  governments,  at 
home  ;  and  the  additional  c /forges  and obftruElions  to  trade ,  that  fttllarije 
front  a  long  continued  war  with  two  formidable  powers  abroad. 

THE  reader  may  confult  the  Preface  to  the  Evangelitts,  to  lead  him 
into  the  view  and  plan  of  my  dejign >  and  into  the  method  I  have  taken  in 
c mpoffng  the  Paraphrafe,  Motes,  and  Recollettions,  and  have  recom¬ 
mended  to  be  taken  in  reading  them,  either  in  the  clofet  or  family  t  Only 
I  find,  upon  obfervatian,  that  it  may  be  befl  for  the  perfon  that  reads 
to  others ,  to  recite  ffrff  tbe  Teat,  and  then  the  Paraphrafe,  verfe  by 
verfe ,  naming  the  number  if  the  fevered  vtrfts,  both  in  the  Text  and 
Paraphrafe,  as  they  come  in  courfc and  it  may  jametimes  be  proper  to 
read  the  Notes  belonging  to  any  if  the  verfes ,  as  foon  as  the  Paraphrafe 
on  the  verfe  itfelf  is  gone  through Bus  the  .references  to  texts  and 
notes ,  that  are  pvt  into  parmthefes  in  the  Paraphrafe,  or  Notes ,  may 
ordinarily  be  paffed  over  in  reading  to  a  family,  and  amfuked  at  leijvre, 

I  CAN  HOT  bet  own,  that,  as'  I  have  conflantly  aimed  at  a  pra&ical, 
as  well  as  dofhinal,  and,  ( when  apprehended  to  be  tfeful )  at  a  critical 
interpretation,  and  at  giving  as  wide  a  fcope  to  the  mind  of  tbe  Holy 
Cboft  therein,  as  appeared  to  me  to  be  confiftent  with  tbe  coni  ex,  tbe 
Paraphrafe  on  many  verfes  may  feem  too  bag  ;  and  confequently  may  be 
drawn  out,  on  fame  chapters,  too  far  to  be  conveniently  read  at  once , 
in  tbe  ordinary  courfe  if  family  religion.  But,  in  fucb  cafes,  I  havt 
rather  chofe  to  leave  it  to  tbe  difetetim  ff  tbe  beads  of/amilicf,  to  order 
how  much  Jba/l  be  read  at  a  time ,  than  to  break  tbe  chapters  into 
factions,  which  might,  perhaps,  be  deemed  a  difagrccable  innovation, 
by  feme  fatter t  and  tenderly  fcrupulms  fouls,  the  uqft  of  which  l  would 
ffudiouffy  avoid  ff ending;  and  fo,  tike  the  great  apoffle,  be  made  all 
lawful  things  to  all  men,  that  1  may  by  all  means  gain  Ibtnc,  (i  Cor. 
ii.  19,— zi.) 

IT  is  to  be  fuppfed,  that  various  fenfmtents  its  the  fallowing  per¬ 
formance  may  not  fuit  tbe  judgment  and  tafte  if  Chriffians  ff  every 
ebaraEter;  and  I  am  not  fo  vain  at  to  imagine,  that  I  muff  needs  he  al¬ 
ways  right,  and  they  wrong ,  in  every  point  in  which  -we  differ  But  at 
/  have  honcffly  reprefented  rOery  text  and  context  in  the  faireff  manner, 
according  to  the  light  Cod  has  given  me,  equity  and  candour,  Chriffiauily 
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and  humanity,  and  all  the  jufi  laws  of  free-  thinking,  demand,  that  fiuch 
would  ferioufiy  and  impartially  read  and  confider  the  evidence  that  offers 
in  tie  Paraphrase  and  Notes  to  fupport  it  ;  and  I  would  recommend  it 
to  them  to  look,  at  /  have  always  defired  to  do,  to  the  Spirit  cf  wifdem 
and  revelation,  to  lead  them  into  the  truth  oj  it  it  in  Jefut ;  And  whe¬ 
ther  they  may  he  convinced,  that  the  fenfe  given  tf  fame  paffages  it  the 
true  meaning  of  them  or  not ,  I  earttefily  ini  re  at,  that  they  would  not 
throw  the  beak  afide,  upon  a  difiike  of  tbofe  parti  cf  it  i  hut  dijmijfmg 
prejudices ,  would  make  a  pious  and  candid  ufe  of  the  ref,  in  which  / 
hope  they  will  he  entertained  with  many  things,  that,  by  the  bUfftng  of 
Cod,  may  he  to  their  fpiritual  improvement  in  knowledge,  faith,  and 
praElice, 

THESE  mufi  he  interwoven  in  the  readers  amt  and  attainment  f,  at 
they  are  in  all  the  apofioiic  writings ,  if  he  would  have  a  jufi  and  pro? 
Jitable  view  f  the  noble  dejign  f  the  gofpel-revelation,  according  to 
the  holy  fcriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  him  wife  unto  falvatiou, 
through  faith  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  (a  Tim.  iii.  15  ) 

IF  the  Holy  Spirit  Jhall  blejs  the  prefent  humble  attempt  ffor  which 
I  defire  the  afjlfiance  of  all  my  Chrifiian  friend’s  prayers )  to  anfwer  this 
important  end,  to  any  af  the  prefent,  or  rifiug  generation,  / Jba.ll  great¬ 
ly  rejoice,  and  afcribe  the  entire  glory  cf  it  to  the  God  cf  all  grace, 
through  Jefut  Gbriji  :  For  Itrufl  the  highefi  of  my  ambition  is,  to  heap- 
proved  of  the  Lord,  as  his,  and,  for  hit  fake,  as  all  his  peoples,  mofi 
fincerefy  and  religiaufly  devoted,  though  unworthy,  minifiring  fervanf, 

toiDoi*  February  1 6, 

1746-7, 


JOHN  GUYSE. 


A  X 


THE 

CONTENTS  of  the  ACTS  of  the  Apostles. 


Chap,  I* 

Vn<fmwv  offoe  biflory  of  Cbrtfi*  efpe* 
daily  after  bit  dcxtb7  t, — 8*  Ji»J  <*f~ 
ttnfim  19  heaven  from  the  mount  of  Olives, 
p, — ii.  Hi s  fifiiples  return  to  Jcniiakm, 
ax  A  tbtMrt  of  Matthias,  to  be  an  apt-file  fa 
the  roam  of  judas,  it,— id.  ppv 

CH4P*  U. 

The  Holy  Gfaft  if  poured  out  apun  ibclifiiplt j 
in  the  appear  ante  of  cloves  t<m*t€i  cf  firt, 
J, — 4.  Notice  is  take#  af  fh>i  fy  the  mlti? 
lade  that  came  together,  $t — 13,  Pcter*J 
difooirfo  sn  this  occafm*  T4» — *IS-  The  hap* 
fy  efeHs  af  his  formas  is  the  ccnverfh*  of 
three  tbwfoxd*  and  tSdr  addition  to  the  church* 
37 , — 4 1  *  The  eminent  piety  and  charity  of 
tbit  stiff  apojhfic  church*  and  the  Ideas  of 
*Gofs  owning  and  bUjfittg  the «,  41,^— 47. 

p.  1*^ 

Chat*  HI. 

peter  and  John  cure  a  cripple  that  toy  ul  the 
gate  of  the  temple*  i,— t  l-  Peter  declare 1 
'to  the  peopfe,  that  thisopot  done*  by  their 
own  power  cr  fclinefs^  bat  by  faith  is  the 
same  of  Chrift*  n'Ww  they  had  cruafled* 

4  a, — (8.  And  exhorts  them  to  repentance* 
and  to  believe  in  turn  far  the  remijftoa  of  fin* 

1  p,— itf.  p.  *8, 

Chap.  JV, 

Peter  and  John  art  imptijbnei  by  the  Jewtffi 
Talers*  and  five  theafaud  ore  converted*  i,— 
4.  The  op*  flits  ere  brought  before  the  Son* 
hcdrlm,  jT — 7.  peter  makes  bis  defense^ 
and  preaches  Chrifl  to  them*  8, — ti.  They 
dfmifi  ism  and  John,  commanding  them  so 
preach  no  mare  iu  Clrjfl't  mute,  V3v~i*- 
The  apoftks  and  fheir  company  betake  tbern- 
filveuo  prayer*  aj* — 30.  And  God  ho* 

nOariug  them  with  a  JhJb  rffitfya  of  bis  Sfi* 
T\U  they  were  hist  tegeiforfa  love*  and  Chrifl 
lias  glorified/ 37.  '  p,  38. 

Chap,  V, 

Thefm  and  pumfemeut  of  Ananias  WSsp? 
phir^,  rjrr- 11,  The  apflta  -work  many 
miracles*  in  the  hscreafe  if  the  thsirtb * 11^ 
stf.  They  are  agdn  mpnfincd*  and  an  an* 
get  delivers  ordering  theta  to  go  on  in 
preaching,  which  they  did,  to  the  great  vexnr 
pan  of  iieir  enemies,  17*— it.  Tbfy  art- 
brought  again  before  lie  Sanhedrim  a m3  exa¬ 
mined*  lad  mr.ke  their  defence*  14,-7-33* 
CamaUci'i  prudent  advice,  upon  which  efay 
are  dijmijfod  with  ferrying,  ^4,— 40.  They 
depart  rejoicing*  dud  proceed  in  their  work* 
4t,—41.  p.4»* 

C  n  a  t4  vr. 

^be  irtfhiixw  *f  the  ofice  of  deacons  fir  d[ fpa- 
fing  tf  the  (larch's  jrpeh*  with  the  mefm  of 
it,  and  an  account  cf  the  feven  that  were  ch*~ 
Jen,  it— 7-  Stephen,  one  of  the  five n*  is 
fiifpuied  againfli  and  arwfeA  to  the  Sn*be- 
drim,  8,^14.  And  appears  before  them 


with  an  angelic  htftre  tm  hit  countenance*  %S* 

P*  S9* 

Chap.  VII* 

.Stephen’s  defence  of  fomfelf  before  the  Sonbe* 
drim  agahsfl  the  blafehcmy  lAA  to  hit  charge* 
on  account  of  what  he  bad  fSd  about  the 
change  of  ceremonial  rites*  and  acceptable 
worfldppUg  God  in  one  place  as  well  as  jw- 
other*  About  Mofes  and  bis,  law* 

in,— 43,  And  about  the  dcfinSion  of  the 
tern plif  44, — 50.  He  applies  the  dfomfe 
to  the  council  and  his  prosecutors*  ^if— 
And  is  floned  to  death*  wbtft  he  was  under 
au  extraordinary  ma&feflatton  of  Cbyifl  to 
him*  and  was  fiafoog  far  Us  enema*  ft* 
— tfo.  p.  tfj. 

Chap-  VIIU 

The  perfit uim  of  the  church*  1,^-3.  fls  «* 

hrgemest  thief?  by  means  ^/Philip' j  preach* 

ing  the  gefpcl  at  Samam  with  yfm  foccefs* 
4, — 1  j.  The  ape ftlcs*  Peter  44^  John,  eon~ 
firm  the  difidples  there*  and foverely  reprove 
Simon  Ma^us,  14,— ij*  And  Philip,  by 
order  cf  an  angel*  preaches  Chrifi  to  m  t«* 
mtch,  baptizes*  and  leaves  him*  itf, — 40, 

*  p.8«* 

Chap.  IX* 

$aul  going  to  perfect*  te  drift's  &fnplet  at  Da- 
mottos*  is  converted  by  the  way*  p*  Jt 

hoptiffd  by  Anaaiai,  10,7—10.  Immadki** 
fy  preaches  Chnflf  m,— 11,  JU  Jews  and 
G  reeks  are  fb  provoked  at  this *  as  to  fitk  hil 
j5/f;  fat  he  tfcopet  them  both*  — p>* 

Peter  ctrra  Aeneas  of  tie  Pnlfy  at  I^ydcb, 
3*,— '3S*  And  rmfesTthkoA  fpom  the  dead 
at  Joppa,  pu  8tf. 

Chap.  X. 

Cornelius,  a  Roman  efiker*  bang  din&td  m 
a  yijUtt,  fends  for  Peter,  1,—**  Peter, 
being  encouraged  «  a  porref pendent  V^few, 
goes  to  OtTneHus,  though  a  OcntUs>  0]rril» 
Tie  dfeoutfi  that  Puffed  between  them*  in 
which  Ptter  preached  Chrft  to  Urn*  14,— 
41.  The  Holy  Gkfi  falls  cn  Cornelius  and 
bis  friends*  and  thereupon  they  art  baptized* 
43,?-40'  P*  m,  m- 

C  HI  p-  XI. 

Peter  u  aepfed  fy  Us  brphren  atjetn&lmfor 

fvng  in  ta  the  pcpiiks,  He  makes 

is  to  their  absadapt  fakfidhon*  6* 

*— 18.  Tbegofpel  fpreads  abroad  with  great 
foccefs  in  Antioch,  and  other  places  round  j$ 
b**i  Rarpqlas  is  fort*  anf*  find* 

ia£  Pwil*  goes  with  him*  to  help  forward  the 
goad  work  there*  1 1,— itf.  A^bos  propht* 
cics  of  agrfatfattdnci  and re&ef  ts fist  by  the 
pcntUe  converts  ja  the  brethren  in  Judca^ 
17,-30.  *»7* 

Chap.  XTJ. 

Herod  perfientes  the  CbriJHons*  tils  the  apofili. 
James,  mdsmpnfins  Peter,  i, — 4.  Pctq 
u  hrt&gbf  otU  of  pfifott  fy  an  onpf*  fa  4*- 

-s'  *  --  *  pm 


the  CONTENTS. 


fwertafotprmm  of the  fourth  for  bitt,  jt 
Trrifr  Herodt*  im  the  maffi  of  Us  prut,  ii 
frafo  aagtl,  aai  Act  tmfirabfy,  *o,— 
43*  After  Ms  death  tbe  word  of  God  pro* 
mh  exceeAagty>  and  Jhnabas  art  Had  re* 
tsrn  to  Antioch,  14,  i(.  p.  137* 

c»ap*  xin, 

$aul  4»d  Barnabas  «  fitnmnfy  feparated  to 
jheir  apojhHc  office  among  Gentiles  as  well 
as  Jews*  iAotA  at  Antioch,  i,— j, 
Tfeir  Jf>#  /Wk^,  £mn/0£  *f  Sc- 

leucia*  W  proceeding  /raw  /taste  ft  Sah- 
pus  aid  Paphos  w  Tht  ifie  Cyprus*  4**^7, 
Thar  rencounter  at  Paphos  with  Elvinas  tht 
Jbrcerer,  and  coKverWig  Sergius  Panins  >  $t — . 
'  Haul*  who  from  that  fime  is  soiled  Pan], 
Fus  with  Ibruab**  and  ethers  to  Perga  in 
paipphylhu  and  from  there  to  Antioch  in 
^i^dia,  vhfre  they  preached  Cbrifi  to  foe 
Jews,  and  devout  Gmtileit  many  of  which 
t vere  converted,  *3*— 45.  Bat  other  Jews 
fonire&Ripg  and  htafhhenaag,  they  wax id 
kid*  and  preached  ft  t«  idolatrous  Gentiles 
wid  ptfaf fatetfiy  44,-49.  Andy  the  m* 
bcEtvhtg  Jews  raffing  pcrfccutkM  araixft  foe 
apoflUs,  they  depart  from  thence  ft  JcpJiicm, 
hearing  four  itfHmcttf  atamfi  theft  infidels, 
and  leaving  foe  difrpla  full  of  joy,  5.0^— sa* 

P*  I45,J4«* 

Chap,  xrv* 

Paul  and  Barnabas  preach  thtgofpel  at  Iconjum , 
from  -whence  they  arc  driven,  by  a  Jewifli 
ferfiatthn,  ft  neighbouring  towns,  1* — 7* 
'At  Lyflra,  a  cripple  is  mraculcufly  healed, 
and  the  people  thereupon  arc  fiarct  refrained 
from  offering  facnficc  ft  the  two  apofres,  as 
incarnate  gods ;  and  yet  fim  after,  (y  the  in* 
fiigaHon  of  the  Jews,  they  jfoned  Pan),  Hit 
they  thought  they  had  Hfted'bbn,  8*— so. 

dfojuti  vffit  the  churches,  which  they  had 
lately  planted,  to  confirm  them,  and  fettle  po- 
fiorsh t  them,.  1  1,  —  t  3.  And  then  return  to 
Antioch  in  Syria,  ft  report  what  God  bad 


ping  to  fine  places,  attddvrtSfdto  Macedo¬ 
nia,  h  the  Spirit,  d,— Lydia  is  &a* 
verted  by  bis  mtmflry  near  Philippi,  13*— 
%$*  die  afterwards  cafes  otto  a  Jpmt  ofdh&* 
netim  from  a  young  woman  theret  id,— it* 
For  tbn  be  and  dibs  are  fcaargti  audimpn* 
fried,  19,-14-  Tie  jedhr  11  converted, 
a5r~J4*  And  Paul  and  Silas  arc  pnbHcfy 
and  hm&tirobij  fit  at  liberty  by  foe  mngtferata, 
3$,— 40-  p.  1ST,  *99. 

Cm  ap.  XVII. 

Pad  arrives,  and  preaches  at  Theffelonica, 
where  feme  believe,  and  others  perficuU  Mm, 
** — 9 *  He  goes  to  Berea,  and  preaches  with 
goad  ficcefe  there,  till  the  perfuming  Jews 
follow  bam,  and  drive  him  from  thence,  so, 
~-*4-  He  is  eonduBed  to  Athens,  where 
he  preaches  Jcfis  and  the  rcfrrreBton,  and 
difpatts  with  toe  heathen  phikfopbers  agaiafe 
idolatry,  and  federal  perfins  are  (vavtfffrd^ 

*J»— 34-  '  P-  *<*. 

Chip,  XVII I. 

V sol  goes  from  Adieu*  ft  Corinth,  wrib  at 
Ms  finder  trade,  and  preaches  fafe  ft  the 
Jews,  and  then  to  foe  dohirou*  Gentiles, 
1,— d,  J&  ficcefi,  and  encouragement  by 

a  ui (ion  to  condone  there,  7, — ii.  Uo  ft* 
cuftHon  by  the  Jews  ft  Gdtfo,  foe  Remap 
gevemtr,  who  Tifrfes  ft  intermeddle  in  their 
afihbSy  11,-17,  HUfrogrefi  afterwards 
to  Ephefiis  and  AutMum,  from  whence  he 
fils  men  Ms  third  opefiofU  joxmty  tbrottgh 
feveral  countries  in  Ms  wafto  JendaLem,  tfl, 
a  3.  Apollcw,  preaching  He  baptifm  of  John 
at  Ephdcs.  is  further  infiruHed  by  AquOa 
and  Priinih ;  and,  rthtfrom  theme  to  A* . 
duia*  preaches  Cbrifitothi  Jews  with f crip* 
taral eindtoce,  14*— 10.  p*  H5>  asB* 

CHAp*xrx. 

Paul  returns  to  Ephefos,  and  imparts  the  H oh 
Gbofi  to  fome  that  had  btown  only  John4! 
’  "  ‘  ‘  '  ifpcltbrct 


done  by  them,  in  this  tkir  firfi  journey  among 
the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  a4» — tft*  p*  1*3, 


1(4. 


Chav-  XV, 

A  dijfrfe  if  tSftd  at  Antioch,  by  judging 
Umbers,  cheat  drcumafiug  the  Gentile  eon* 
vrrts  ;  and  Paul  and  Etanahat  art  fent  by 
the -char ch  ft  Jcrufalcm  fir  a  dc  dfm  of  that 
pant,  The  debates  and  ancbfrjt  ef 

the  cotmdl  at  Jerufafcm,  and  t&cir  circular 
letter  to  the  Gentile  beUevtrs  couetrnlttg  it, 
6, — 19.  Pf  u!  end  Barnabas  carry  if  ftAiw 
tuich,  where  it  is  received  with  great  joy* 
30,-35*  After  which  they  pnpofe  a  frond 
joint  npofrhc  journey  %  but  fall  intahch  a 
worm  contention  about  John  Mark,  that  they 
partf  and  take  Afferent  routs,  j<5» — 41. 

p*  m* 

Chav.  XVt. 

Paul,  finding  Timothy  at  Lyftva,  drrumdfis 
Mm,  and  takes  him  to  be  bis  afiijfant,  1,— 3- 
lifts  ftvtral  fourths,  4*  $*  &  prevented 


bapiifin,  ir—n+  Preaches  foegojpel 
months  ia  foe  fynagogiU,  where  fmefap  with 
great  Qppofiffc*,  be  removes  to  the  fcbsol  of 
Tyrasnu$p  and  preaches  there  two  yearsf 

confirming  Ms  doftriuc  by  w&raeUs,  9, — is. 
Some  Jewidi  exordfis,  foot  made  oft  ef 
Cbrift's  name,  are  confounded,  and  others  if 
them  converted,  13,— xo.  Paul  petrpofes 
to  go  through  Macedonia  and  Acliaia  to  je- 
rdalrm  and  Rjoniet  hot  defers  it  fir  feme 
time,  ii,  ia.  The  filver*frnfos  raft  a  mob 
to  cry  up  Diana  of  the  Ephefiana*  n  oppofi* 
lift  ft  Aun,  x3, — 34-  But  the  town- clerk 
dfperjes  and  apptafis  them*  jf, — 4^. 

p*  asd. 

Chip.  XX. 

P^ul  travels  foroagh  Macedonia,  Greece,  aid 
Afia,  Hit  he  comes  «  Tntts,  1 6 .  Preach* 
es,  and  admmfim  foe  Lord's fipper>  and 
ra  fes  Eulychtis/rtfin  the  dead  there,  7*— *12* 
Set*  forward  from  thence  in  Ms  way  to  Jeru¬ 
salem,  Hit  he  comes  to  Miletus,  13,— id- 
Scads  for  foe  elders  e/Ephcfu*,  and  preach* 
«  a  farewell  firman  to  them  fotre,  17,— 35* 

And 


X 


The  contents* 


dUd  takes  a  fikmm  hud  waft  offeffbuate  have 

19*  p**jg, 

Chaf.  XXt- 

Paui  fits  fid!  w itb  his  comply  from  Miletus, 
$*d  paffct  b  fever 4 1  places  ur  ms  vnipC^ 

There  they  lodge  at  Pb^ip  the 

rvoogetift's  hoofe,  and  travel  an  foot  from 
tbente  to  JerufiW,  uotwkbftandm  the  rt* 
tw*fit**cest  that,  upo*  AgabusV  prophecy 
of  Paul  i  fofe*i*gt,  uttn  made  dgainfi  it, 
tie  folates  Us  hretbaa v  fare,  and 
*  ptrifitt  HmMfac&t&nr 

U  fhe Jaw,  «  cmiefienfim  So  the  prejadt* 
*n  of  the  jew^  18,— *5,  Tig  Afatk 
Jews,  fieiag  him  in  the  temple,  try  anifitri* 
**fiu  and  incenfi  the  people  ogahjf  Um,  who 
vtoUsafy  feise  him  as  a  criminal^  17,— »Jo* 
Hj  narrowly  efiapes  with  bis  Ufi,  hf  tbt  of 
fiftance  Jjfw  chief  capiat* ,  vto  refines  hm 
Utfa/rt^W,  and  gives  him  bWrty  & 
JP&k  in  Ait  ovn t  defence,  *1,^40,  p.  *5t. 

CltAF,  XXIL 

Paul,  in  mating  hiidefioc*  at  Jemfilcm,  aW 
m  m mss  of  bis  Jewifc  txiraft,  education, 
and  farmer  bigotry,  1,— j.  Of  fa 
J*uco*wJmt  6f—xu  Qfbti  being  bapu* 
fid  and  further  infirnded  fy  Ananias  i*>— 
i4*  ofiu  ieiaf  afterwards  called  im-  ’ 
me  duet tly  from  heaven  to  the  apoftkfiip  among 
J&f  Gentiles,  i),— &r»  Hermpme  the  Jay 


by  tbs  chief  enptdn,  — „  „*«„ 
andatamvud  bfitorgfig,  a4,  ax,  Awfr, 
ojatrmng  the  privilege  cf  a  Rot nan,  ofom* 
the  smart,  wad  is  freed  from  tis  bowk,  and 
bnwgbt  before  she  council,  stf,— jo. 

Chip.  xxin. 

*W*  «/k  pre fence  of  thtcou*6l  at  Jeru&W 
fiitmnly  pnfejfif  hu  hUjrity,  andhaj  a fiatp 
r encounter  wuhthe  tigbfntft,  it— f.  J& 
prudently  fils  his  advt  rfttries  at  variance  one 
with  amfhtr,  aadfi  brings  kmfilf  of,  G,— 
Tk  tord  Jefat  entourages  Sim  ijv  a 
Ofmaft  further  troubles  that  hefianld 

.  meet  with  at  Rom,  if.  7V  Jews 

again  ft  hts  Bfe,  Their  wiebea  dt* 

PS*  UWtywd  **  Lyf«$  lit  chief  taptnn, 
and  be  prevents  the  txtcmiio*  of  it,  by  finding 
Piui  nnder  a  ftraag  guard  to  Fdut  $bc  so* 
vtrnrtfCaOux*,  .tff— lf,  p.»7i. 

Cmr,  XXIV. 

TertflUus  the  orator,  comes  to  QieTuea,  and 
accnfis  Paul  to  Felix  of  fc&tikm,  htrefi,  and 
prepbomog  the  temple,  1,-— 9-  Pan!  ekart 
if  thofi  charges,  and  defends  his  h* 
paviour  and  deBrines,  1  Ftlix  it* 

fort  the  itdfion  of  the  <**fr,  and  gives  Sbo 
gp/Mr  more  fiberiy  thorn  before,  »,  *3* 
Fast  peaches  Cbr$  so  bim,  who  trendies, 
and  jet  j ietanu  bit  frifioer  m  hopes  of  a  bribe 
ip  free  bim,  And,  after  two  years, 

meg  tnrncdovt  of  his  ofiee,  he  leaves  Paul 
ajrijmer,  dll  TAkvi&eutds  to  the  govern 
»T-  p.  183, 


Cui^  XX7. 

Paul  is  again  a ccufod  by  the  Jews  before 
Feftna,  t, — 7.  Hf  vindicates  himfelf, 
and,  to  avoid  rentaviug  the  ccttfi  to 
Jerufalum,  appeals  to  Catfur, 

Feftus  tells  the  fiory  to  king  Agrippi| 
at  1 vhofe  defire  to  hear  the  apojtte  hi vu 
fojjft  be  is  hronght  before  him  in  a  grand 
off  tmbiy,  X  3,-23.  And  Feftus  relates 
the  fate  of  his  cafe,  in  which  be  de¬ 
clares  that  be  found,  nothing  done  by 
him  worthy  of  death,  hut  leaves  him  to 
attfver for  himfelf  34,-27,  P-  293. 

Chap.  XXVI, 

Paul,  being  permitted  to  /peak  for  him* 
feif,  gives  an  account  before  king  A- 
grippa  and  others,  that  in  the  yo auger 
part  of  his  iife  he  was  a  PharifM  and 
a  furhus  zeaiet  again fi  Chrifitaniu, 
X,— >n  ■  Re  fates  his  cower  fort  end  coil 
to  the  epofilefiip,  end  his  preaching  of* 
terwards,  1 3,— 23.  Feftus.  upon  hear* 
ing  it,  counts  him  mad,  who  maintains 
the  contrary  in  a  modefi  appeal  to  A* 
grippa,  2v*-46-  Agrippa  is  rJmofi 
perfuaded  to  be  4  Ghrifihn,  toge¬ 
ther  with  Fcftus,  provinces  Paul  to* 
he  innocent,  27,-33,  p,  30  r. 

CMP,  XXVII* 

Paul  embarks  and  fell  fail  as  a  pri finer, 
for  Rome,  which  may  he  called  his 
fourth  apofiolU  journey,  though  under 
confinement,  f,— A  j6  forefelt  great 
dangers  in  the  voyage,  hut  the  company 
does  not  believe  him,  ft— 11.  They 
meet  with  "a  threatening  ft  arm,  which 
reduces  them  to  the  utmofi  extremity, 
<2,— 20,  Paul  never  the  left  ajfurts 
them  from  Ood,  that  none  of  their 
lives  fioutd  he  iofi,  2 1,-26.  They  fief* 
fir  a  terrible  Jbipwreck,  hut  rff  length 
they  all  land  with  fifity,  though  with 
great  difficulty,  on  a  certain  i ft  and,  27, 
-^44-  p.  31  . 

Crap.  XXVIIL 

Paul  md  all  the  fiift  company  ore  bcfpi - 
*.ahh .  entertained  ots  landing  at  the 
sfiand,  which  proved  to  he  Melita,  1, 2* 
Hf  is  miracufaufly  prefer  ved  from 
hurt  by  a  viper,  that  felted  bis  band, 
3*— &  Heals  PabllusV  father  of  a  fe¬ 
ver  and  bloody  fur,  and  other  perfout 
of  various  dlfeafis,  7,— ta  Sails,  afi 
Ur  three  months  abode  at  AUlita*  to 
Syrueufej  Rhcginw,  and  Pureoli  from 
whence  be  fits  out  on  foot  far  Rome, 

I  [,—£&.  On  his  arrival  thither,  ht  is 
committed  to  the  core  of  a  fittgle  folMer 
in  4  private  lodging,  where,  finding 
for  fame  principal  Jews,  he  Jbews  them 
that  there  was  no  juft  eaafe  for  his  lm- 
prifamment,  1 7,-23.  He  afterwards, 
at  40  appointed  meeting,  preaches  the 
go f pel  to  s  great  body  of  them,  fame  of 

vhuh 
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which  believed,  while  others  rojrAtd  it,  houfc,  he  preaches,  ttmuolcfied,  to  all 

Atajt  continuing  two  I  tors  that  com  to  hear  hews,  3Q>  3f.  p-  3*3- 

oj  a  prifoaxr  at  large  in  his  #w  hired 
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Chap,  I. 

TH  E  ape  file  Paul*  ly  way  of  intro- 
dv&ion  tv  tb*  wbou  tptfile,  afferts 
bis  Salutes  the Joints 

at  Rum,  7*  Blcfics  Gad,  and  Prays 
far  the  jo,  B,— 10*  Exp  refits  bis  defire 
and  purpofe  tv  fee,  and  preach  $e  them, 
)J, — ij*  He  then  enters  op  bis  main 
defiguohout  the  rofpel-Vuty  of  jufiifi- 
cation  by  frith  for  J w*  end  Gentile#, 
i6,  17-  And  fits  firth  the  fins  ef  the 
Gentile*,  tajbcw  that  the]  could  net  he 
jufiificd  by  the  law  i f  nature,  18^—32, 

„  .  9>9H> 

Chap-  II. 

Tie  ape  file  proves,  in  general*  that  the 
Jews  -mere  as  incapable  of  bring  joJK- 
fifd  by  the  law  of  Hofa,  as  the  Gen¬ 
tile*  wm  by  the  lav  of  nature,  I,— 16, 
An d  gives  a  particular  account  of  the 
fi as  of  tbe  Jew#,  which  confuted  all 
iheir  vain  confidences  in  their  external 
privileges,  as  if  thefe  Could  recommend 
them  to  Cods  acceptance,  17,  —  29. 

P>  15®* 

Chap-  liL 

The  ape  file  xqfwtrs  fever al  objections  a- 
gahfi  what  be  bad  delivered  m  the  fore * 
going  chapter  j  and  fo  clears  the  way 
to  hi  i  further  iefign,  t, — 8.  He  afierts 
and  proves*  that  all  mankind*  Jew#  as 
well  as  Gentiles,  are  finners*  1& 
And  applies  all  this  to  hit  principal  point, 
concerning  the  jufiificotion  of  Seth  Jew 
end  Gentiles,  as  utterly  unattainable  by 
their  own  performances,  and  entirely 
ovAng  to  the  free  grace  of  God,  through 
faith  in  the  h ghUoufmfs  of  Chrifi,  !<fe 
— 3<*  pt  3 7K 

CHAP,  IV. 

The  doflrbu  of  jo  fit  fixation  by  faith,  as 
pertaining  to  tbe  Gentile#  as  well  as 
Jews,  is  further  iflufi rated  by  the 
cafe  of  Abraham,  whofe  frith  wf 
imputed  to  him  for  righteouf nefs 
before  be  -was  rircumetfed,  1,-12  He 
received  tbe  promfe  for  htmfelf  and 
bis  feed,  through  the  righteeuf nefs  of 
frith.  I3»— aat  And  w  are  jufiified  in 
the  fame  my  of  be  fa-ring  of  be  faring, 
as  be  t iras,  23,-15-  p.  3&$- 

Chap.  V. 

The  apojtle  having  proved  at  large  from 
tbe  fiat*  of  things  before  and  under  tbe 
law*  (chap,  il  and  Hi-J  and  even  before 
God  made  his  covenant  with  Abraham/ 


E  ^ 

Epistle  to  tbe  ROMANS* 

(chap,  iv,)  that  the  j  9 fiifi  cation  of  Jew# 
and  Gentiles  is  merely  by  grace,  tbrf 
frith  in  the  rtgbUoufnrfs  of  Chrifi,  prof 
seeds  to  fet  forth  its  happy  ft  mis  and 
tfetfs  in  both,  i,~l  1  And  then  carries 
his  argument  back  as  far  as  the  fall  of 
A&mitfetf,  which  involved  all  mankind 
in  fin  and  death,  and  rendered  every  out 
alike  incapable  of  being  jttfitfird  in  any  0- 
thet  way,  than  though  Jefus  Chrifi ,  13, 
—14.  And  thereupon  r*r*jr  the- parallel 
between  the  firfi  and  fecond  cove¬ 
nant-bead,  but  fines  that  the  grace  of 
God » through  the  rigbtconfnefs of  Chrifi, 
is  more  efficacious  to  bring  jvfiificatio* 
and  fulvation  to  atl  bis  Spiritual  feed, 
than  Adanfr  fin  had  been  to  entail  final 
condemnation  an*l  off  try  upon  all  bis  na¬ 
tural  feed,  f  tp-  391*  39** 

Chap.  VL  ' 

Tbe  apofiU,  having  efiahfified  the  do&rine 
of  jufiificationhy  the  free  grace  of  Odd, 
through  the  rightcoufncfs  of  Chrifi , 
guards  agrinfi  a  licentious  ahufe  of  it, 
by  Jbertv'mg  the  nece fifty  of  believers  dy¬ 
ing  to  fin,  and  living  to  God /  becaujo 
they  eft  dead  to  the  law,  I,  2*  Sccaufe 
.  they  arc  obliged  to  oil  bo  fine  ft  by  their 
Chrifiian  beptifm,  and  union  with  Chrifi, 
3,-10,  Becaitf r  they  are  made  ahve  to 
God,  and  are  freed  from  the  dominie* 
of  fin,  I  J*— 10.  And  becaufe  of  the 
contrary  fruits  and  ij furs  of  fin  and  bo- 
Enrfs,  one  of  which  is  death,  and  tbe  0* 
ther  rverhfiing  bfe,  a  [*— >23.  p-  41 2t 

Chap*  VII. 

The  apofik  ’ficwi  that  hefavtrs  are  not  sen¬ 
der  tbe  low,  as  0  cavenavt ;  hut  ore 
married  to  Chrifi ,  that  they  may  bring 
forth  frV't  unto  God,  as  a further  argn* 
meat  again fl  fin,  arsi  for  befaufs,  1*^— 
A  Sets  forth  the  ufe  and  excellence  of 
the  low  in  other  views  of  it,  though  it 
he  not  fufficlent  to  remove^  the  guiitt  or 
mafier  the  power  of  fin,  7, — 13«  And 
defer! Us  the  fphstusl  confii&s  between 
Corruption  and  grace  its  a  believer's 
heart,  14,-25,  ’  P'414* 

Chap*  VIIT, 

The  apofiie  fets  forth  the  freedom  of  he- 
fa  vers  from  condsm#zfioxt  ani  their 
real  ebarafterj  by  which  they  may  ht  d* 
fiiugtt  fiffdjrbm  ail  others,  tr — tf.  Their 
privileges  in  having  the  ffirit  of  Chrifi, 
as  their  principle  hfe ,  their  guide,  at*d 
wit u* for,  ai:o  the ;r  h;tg  tic  children 
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9/  God,  arid  heirs  of  glory,  % — 17.  The 
Comfort  of  their  hopeful  prafpe&s  un¬ 
der  'ait  prefomt  tnbulattoxs,  jg, — 25. 
The  it  d ffift&nce  from  the  Spirit  j»  prayer* 

,  26,  27*  Their  tnUreft  tn  the  hve  of 
God,  as  (V  Qtigtnai  fpring  of  oil  their 
hUffings,  Si*— 3^*  And  their  triumph 
through  Chrijif  over  all  the  esewtis  of 
their  folvalion,  31,— 39*  P*  *3**- 

Chap*  IX. 

The  apoftle  expreffe s  the  deep  concern  of 
hit  heart*  that  the  generality  of  bis 
eouatry^Mtt  were  ftraugers  to  the  great 
bleffings  of  the  go f pel,  1,—  £  Shew 

that  the  pramfes  given  to  the  fathers 
are,  neverthchfs,  made  goad  to  the  fpi* 
fituai  feed  of  Abraham*  to  the  tod  that 
the  putpofe  of  God  might  ft  and,  6, — 13. 
Anfwers  obje&ions  agdnft  Gafts  fove- 
teign  conduct,  in  exercifing  mercy  toward 
thefo,  and  juft  ice  toward  tbt  carnal  If- 
raelitcj,  14,-23*  Shews  that  this  fo- 
vereignty  tuns  through  hti  deajiags  hath 
with  jews  and  Gentiles*  24,-39-  And 
that  there  is  no  re&fots  to  complain  of 
the  Gentile*  attmning  rigbteouf nefs, 
for  jnfttfteatioa  through  faith*  fine* 
the  Jews  foiling  fieri  of  it  is  ovnng  to 
thesr  not  fee  king  it  in  that  wap  hut  by 
the  works  of  the  law,  jo, — 33  p.  461, 

462* 

Chap*  X 

The  apoftle  repeats  a  profeffion  of  bis 
hearty  deftre  for  the  folvation  of  the 
Jews,  who  had  a  mffgutded  seat  far 
God  end  religion*  lt — 4,  Sets  out  the 
difference  between  the  tighteoufmfs  of 
the  law,  6y  which  they  fought  to  he  foJH- 
fed*  and  lie  right eoujncfs  of  faith, 
which  is  revealed  \n  the  teffet,  5,— 1J* 
Shews  that  the  Gentile*  ft  and  on  a  level 
v nth  the  Jews,  in  the  great  luftatfs  of 

juftiftcation  andjalvathu,  12,— 1 8.  And 
that  the  Jews  t he mf elves  might  know 
this  from  QU  Teftnjtttnt-propbeeies,  19, 

-^11- -  '  '  p-  4S3- 

Chap  XI. 

The  apoftle  firsts  that  the  rtie&ien  of  the 
Jews  if  not  nniverTal  *  but  that  God's 
eUlf  among  them  obtained  fivaihn  by 
grace*  while  the  reft,  through  the  blind- 
oafs  and  bardueft  of  their  hearts,  fell 
fiort  of  itr  Ir— JO*  Thai  God's  cttrtiUT 
them  off,  as  a  nation,  from  his  vifihfc 
church  and  covenant*  if  not  final;  and  that 
as  he  had  overruled  their  unbelief  for  ma* 
Iftft  the  Gentile*  partakers  of  gofpet-privt- 
teges  in  their  feed  ;  fi  the  Genriltt  aught 
not  to  bffiU  over  them*  on  this  exeunt ;  but 
rather  take  tenth#  from  them  to  watch  egasaft 


pride  and  vnbeBef,  left  God,  id  Us  ripJMtf 
fcverUy,  fijuU  unchurch  them ,  at  be  bad  the 
Jew*,  who  ntvmhtltfi  frail  in  due  feefin  H 
nationally  called,  and  brought  Into  Gods  vifi* 
hie  covenant  again,  11* — 33.  And  the  whole 
it  dtfed  wish  a  fitemo  aebreth*  of  the  tor* 
found  wifdtm,  goodmfs,  and  jttftise  of  Cod9 
hail  the  fortrhentmed  diffcufafont,  33,— 

3*-  P*  4PJ* 

Chap.  XIL 

The  apoftle  proceeds  to  0  profited  improvement 
of  the  foregoing  defiriae,  in  exhortations  of 
believers  to  O'  dedication  of  themf elves  to 
God,  1,  1,  To  an  bumble  opmha  of  them* 
fclvt*7  dad  m  modeft  behaviour  towards  others*. 
3, — 5.  To  a  faithful  aft  of  fir  fptrifro I 
gifts  width  God  had  heftowta  upon  fame  of 
them*  in  their  rcfpeBrve  fictions,  tf>— 9. 
And  jo  various  duties,  that  were  intumhttd 
upon  private  Cbtiflians  among  tbemfuth  athve 
and  boJtitfi,  zeal,  hope*  patience,  and  proper* 
p, — 1  % *  Hpfjritelity  and  mee&nefi*  Jympatbf 
and  condtfceiffie*,  1 1,—  v  6.  And  an  hemur* 
able  and  peaceable  condoH  towards  all  mett,- 
together  with  forbearance  and  benevolence  to* 
wards  injurious  enemies*  i7,-+*2t*  P* 
Chap,  XH1.  * 

Tir  apsftU  lays  ant  the  doty  of  fnbjeBba  to  at* 
vil  government,  with  feverd  rcafens  to  f®- 
force  it,  Jf*- 7,  And  then  returns  to  hit 
exhortations  to  mutual  kvt,  8,-10.  And 
goes  on  to  tnoperante  and  fibruty,  if,— 

14*  P*  *iu 

Chap.  XIV. 

The  apoftle  eaafkss  J«wifh  converts  again ft  jud¬ 
ging  ;  and  Gcnmc-bctitvers  agavtft  defpiftng 
one  the  direr,  on  account  of  f&it  contrary  0* 
pfnhxs  and  profiles,  relating  U  fitch  indifer* 
eni  tbingt*  at  ceremonial  meat*  and  days, 
1,-13,  and  exhorts  the  Gentiles  to  take 
heed  of  giving  effenee  in  ibfr  ufe  offock 

iHfJ.  *4i^»J-  P'  50* 

Chap,  XV. 

The  apoftle  gmt  dirtRiomi  to  ftronget  bcBevfrl 
faw  to  behave  toward  the  weak,  And 

to  At  of  them  to  receive  one  another  at  bft* 
tbrtn,  7,— r*.  And  draws  ton  coacbtjha  ef 
the  tnaiabodjof  bisepiftle,  13* — 33.  p  j/5* 
Chap.  XVI. 

The  apoftle  recommends  Pbebe,  a  Member  of 
1  the  church  at  Cenchrea*  tn  the  chutth  at 
Rome,  Tf  %*  Green  fevirat  ef  bis  friends 
there  by  name,  j, — 14-  Gurttons  the  church 
atxiaft  fash  as  fomented  diviftw  am*g 
them,  i  t, — Mentions  vmxmt  perfom, 
that  joined  in  Chriftiatufahtathns  with  H«e* 
>1,— *4.  Andeoscludes  the  epiftle  with  am 
qferiptim  of  ghry  to  God,  for  cxtenfag  the 
gofpA-revtlmou,  with  all  ilt  biefftngi,  to 
Gentiles, dtwr//ai  Jew*,  tj,— *7*  p.lb 
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The  Preface  to  the  ACTS  of  the  APOSTLES, 

THE  anrients  generally  agree  that  Luke  *,  the  hclovjd  phyfi* 
Ctan,  {Col.  iv.  14.)  was  the  penman  of  this  hiftory,  which  refers 
bach  to,  and  ftanda  in  connection  with,  wb.'t  he  had  wrote 
before  in. his  Gofpel,  and  is  inferihed  to  the  fame  'perfon,  viz.  Then* 
philus,  as  appears  by  comparing  ASfs  i.  1.  with  Luke  i;  3.  and  To  it 
may  be  eileemed  as  a  fecond  part  of  his  biftory,  which  perhaps  was 
wrote  at  the  fame  time*,  or  very  foon  after,  and  in  the  fame  hook 
with  the .  former,  though  John,  who  wrote  tall,  is  placed  between 
them,  for  thp  convenience  of  having  all  the  Gofpels  together. 

In  the  former  part,  Luke  gave  an  account  of  Chrift  froth  his  birth 
to  his  death,  refurre&ion,  and  afeeniion  to  glory ;  and  in  this,  be 
draws  a  Ihorc  iketch  of  what’paflVd  between  our  blcfled  Lord's  refur- 
reflion  and  exaltation,  and  then  carries  on  his  narrative  in  an  orderly 
feries  of  what  followed,  in  the  wonderful  cffufton  of  the  Spirir,  and 
propagation  of  thegofpel,  firft  among  the  Jew*  then  among  the  de-* 
vout  Gentiles*  chiefly  under  the  ..miniflry  of  the  tiro  great  apofUes 
Veter  and  Pauh,  and,  laft  of  all,  among  the  idolatrous  nations,  who  ■ 
were  Pouts  peculiar  province,  and  were  converted  by  the  power  of 
divine  grace,  attending  the  difeharge  of  his  oflice  to  them :  And  this 
was  fufficient  for  a  fpecimen  of  what  was  done  by  his  fcllow-fervanrS 
in  the  gofpe],  only  allowing  that  this  apofUe  of  the  Goal  ties  laboured 
more  abundantly  than  they  ally  as  he  faid  of  himfelf,  (1  Cor,  xr,  10  ) 
The  firft  eight  chapters  indeed,  which  bring  us  to  the  converfiort 
of  Saul,  relate  to  all  the  apoftles  together  in  Jeru/alar.  and  Judea* 
till  they  were  fcattcred  abroad,  and  preached  the  gofpel  in  different 
countries ;  and  they  take  in  a  particular' account  of  Stephen  and  Pei- 
Up,  who  were  chofen  to  be  deacons,  and  were  apottolic  men  3  yet 

even 

MOTE. 

*  Soire  teamed  imp  have  thought  that  Lvie  was  we  of  the  (jcwtity  difeipics  ;  bot  others, 
that  he  was  a  Liter  convert  potter  Pott's  miniiUf.  Sec  l>r  tt-i/yy  s  prcfaee'to  tlrt 

r*  Suie, 

Vof„  HI, 


+  a 
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The  Acts  of  tie  Apostles  faraphrafoL  Ch*  i* 

even  in  thofe  chapscrs*  Peter  is  principally  taken  notice  of ;  ami  from 
thenceforward  the  biflory  is  in  a  manner  confined  to  him  and  Pauli 
But  as  Luke  became  in  time  one  of  PattPs  companions*  and  was  at* 
eye  wirntfs  to  a  great  part  of  the  things  recorded  as  done  by  him;  fo 
he  gives  us  the  molt  particular  and  enlarged  view  of  his  travels*  la* 
hours*  and  fufTerings,  of  the  triumphs  of  grace*  by  means  of  his  mi¬ 
ll  iftry*  over  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  of  the  churches  planted  and  re- 
vifited  by  hi:;]*  till  his  firft  imprifonment  for  two  years  at  Rente, 
(clap,  xxviii.  30.)  with  which  this  hiftory  ends,  about  thirty  years  af¬ 
ter  Jefus  was  exalted  at  the  Father’s  right-hand* 


CHAP.  I. 


ji  brief  review  of  the  hiftory  of  drift,  ef pec  tally  after  Its  death,  i,~ 
S.  His  afcenjwn  to  heaven  from  the  mount  ef  Olives,  y, — 1 1,  His 
difeiptes  return  to  Jerufalcm,  and  the  choice  of  Matthias*  to  be  an 
apoflle  in  the  room  of  Judas*  L2* — 26* 


Text,  ' 

THE  farmer 
ik  atlli-  hi  vc 
m,idct  O  Thco- 

Slritus,  of  alt  that 
efii*  begin  both 
to  do  and  tad), 
a-UiHilthcday 
in  which  be  was 
taUn  up  ,  a fret 
that  Ik  ihruu^h 
the  Tloly  Ghoft 
had.  given  c'uin* 


maudmfnts  unto 
then  whom 

he  had  choila  : 


3  To  whom  al- 
fo  he  (hewed  him- 
felf  alisr  after  his 
by  nmhy 

infallible  pTwts, 
being 


Paraphrase* 

T  Luke,  have  already  given  you*  O  Tbeoplihs *  (fee  the 
^  note  on  Luke  i.  3.)  an  authentic  account  in  writ¬ 
ing*  of  all  that  might  be  needful  for  your  information 
and  farisfaftion  about  the  many  admirable  things  which 
Jefiifi*  the  great  and  bhlv  Saviour,  taught  and  did*  for 
hying  the  foundation  of  the  Chrifttan  church*  during 
his  abode  upon  earth,  till  the  very  day  that  heafeend- 
ed*  and  was  received  up  to  glory;  which  was  after  he, 
by  an  unmeafurabie  anointing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on 
hitafrlf,  as  the  great  Prophet  of  the  church*  and  by  a 
communication  of  it  in  fome  degrees  to  his  apoftles** 
had  mftrufted  and  commiflioned  them,  had  explained 
the  nature  and  defign  of  their  office,  and  therewith  char¬ 
ged  tbemtoobferve  his  orders,  whom  he  had  chofcn  and 
let 'apart  to  be  his  whntfles*  and  the  chief  minifters 
of  his  kingdom. 

3  To  whom  alfo,  as  I  have  informed  you,  (Luke 
xxiv.)  he  prefented  himfetf  alive,-  after  he  had  been  put 
tb  the  terrible  death  of  the  croft  ;  and*,  in  bis  wonder¬ 
ful  and  gracious  conddcration,  gave  them  aba  n dance 
of  remarkable  and  demonftrative  evidences  of  his  be- 


N  O 

*  Through  lh{  Hoi V  may  relate  either 

to  Cbritrs  giving  the  apottlcs  ibeir  oommif- 
fiont  oriobU  fminj;  and  fiirniihing  them 
for  it,  whcTi  he  not  only  opened  iSeir  un- 
dcrftandinga,  but  breaihcrt  upon  them,  and 
find.  Receive  yc  th  Hwjj  Ghcjt>  {Join  xx*  n,) 
an  eathkiti  and  earneft  of  what  he  would 
iotm  Amber  iloT  id  ft  more  and  plentiful  ef- 
ftiNw  upon  tlxm :  And,  the  cimmendatents 
he  gave  them  >  may  relate  cither  to  vhat  be 


did  of  this  kind  before  hit.  death,  or  after 
bis  rcturicftioH,  when  be  Ibid,  Gsye  intosli 
lie  nwrtft  rtvd  pre#th  ibc  gafpet  to  every  eno* 
tun.  (Mjiri  xvu  15.)  Hut  ax  hts  appearing; 
and  fpeshxg  to  Item  ef  ftw  things  pertaining  to 
tie  kingdom  of  God^  after  his  refurreftiofl,  is 
mentioned  in  the  lust  vede,  It-  icema  that 
what  b  here  laid,  rather  refers  to  #tat  pi> 
fed  before  his  death. 


Ch:> 


The  JKc'ttof  the  Apqstles  paraphrased. 


baogfttBofdicin  injj:  really  riJenfroitt  the  dead  «  **w^c  they 

mV-  having, plainly  feien  him  at  federal  times,  and  on  various 
tbbg,  pvtaiMog  occafions^,  for  the  fpace  of  forty  Aays,  between  his  re* 
tb  thekiagioijof  furre&ioa  an<i  afcenfionto  heaven  >  and  having  eat  and 
<Jo^ :  drank,  and  familiarly  converfed  with  him,  ( chap .  x. 

jfi.jand  hake  xxjv.)  and  been  inftrufted  by  him  in  ma¬ 
ny  particulars,  that  werr  proper  to  be,  then  com  muni-  ' 
Cared  rot  hero,  and  ijpGfted  on  in  their  pleaching,  rela¬ 
ting  tb  the  kingdom,  of  grace,  which  he  would  let  up, 
and  propagate -with  great  fuccefe,  by  means  of  their 
miniClra(ions,..attended  with  the  riTufioh  of  his  Spirit 
in  this  world,,  and  to  the  kingdom  of  glory,  to  which 
he  was  going,  and  in  which  all  fbould  be  pcrfe&ed  in 
the  world  to  come, 

4  And  at  one  of  their  foleum  afleroblies,  inwhich 
he  was  prefent  juft  before  his  afeenfion,  he,  to  rajfe 
commaoilcdilw^.  their  faith,  hope,  and.  joy,  with,  regard -to  the  great 
thit  D*?il,a  things  he  would  funher  do  for  them,  and  by  them,  or- 


4  And,  being 
a&mb'ed  lag* 
ihtT  with  tlwmt 


jaufalmT,  dered  them  not  to  return  'to  their  fccufcr  bufinefs  in 
wait  fnr  the  pim-  the  country  *,  iior  leave  Jerufalem^  how  dangerous  fo- 
whkrlf'toii#  ’  eTcr  might  think  it  for  them  to  continue  there ; 
hart  hardo/me!  nor  yet  enter  immediately  on  their  public  miniftry,  for 
-Which  he  bad  given  them  com  million  ;  Gut  to  wait  in  a 
way  of  puhiic  and  private  exercifts  of  devotion,  and  in 
a  dependence  upon  hU  power,  faithfulncTs,  and  grace, 
for  an  accomplilhment  of  the  promifo  of  the  Spirit,*, 
which  bis  Father  and  their  Father  had  given  by  the 
ancient  prophets,  relating  to  the  Mefiiah’s  days,  ( f/a* 
liiv.  3.  and  Joel  ii.  z3.  ajid  which  he  himfelf  had 
Often  acquainted  them  with,'  and  allured  them  Ihould 
-  be  fulfilled,  and  particularly  a  little  before  his  death,  - 
at  large,  (John  xiv,  iv.  xvi.  chapters)  for  tlitir  encou¬ 
ragement  and  comfort,  when  he  fhould  be  gone  to  the 
Father.  .  ;  . 

s  ForjoJwtra*  tj  for,  bid  he,  according  to  John  the  Baptijl's  own 
tettimony  concerning  himfelf  and  me,  (Luke  iii.  i  d.) 

*  be  he  indeed  initiated  his  difciples  by  baptifm  with  water, 
‘and  that  was  all  that  he  could  do  i  but  I,  by  a  better 

baptifm, 


N  O 

*  Sr  Ligbtfcet  and  fcroe  «f>ers  have 
ihwigju,  that  this-  aifembly  vu  when  our 
Lord  met  his,  difciplcfv  according  .to  his 
nwii  appointment,  on  a  n*mniainto  Geltftt, 
(.Uiif.  ifxriii.  id*)  vhrrc  it  is  probable  the 
live  hundred  brethren  fow  bim  xr  once, 
■utn^h  the  apoQk  ip eaka  of*  1  Ccr,  iv.  4. 
Hot  Chrtfto  hsre  commanding  -the  a|X>ftlc5 
not  to  itfr&Tt  from  Jat fiksn9  carries  an  io- 
timatkon^  as  if -they  were  then  there i  and 
im/aeuiaidy  Weapon,  pertupg  the  very 
J*rtic  day,  ourhUioriao  tdis  us,  that  Jefus 


T  £. 

led  them  ea/4  31  far  a*  to  the  lmrders  of  Zh> 
ikd&j  in  the  mount  of  Olives*  from  whcnco 
they  faw  him  aiotnd  to  h raven  ;  and  then 
fpcaks  of  their  rtf  urmrig  or  gpfag  h^ck  again 
to  Jtrujzlttfly  vcrT  it.  compiled  with  L*iv 
xxjv.  fo*  jrt  ja,  (fee  the  note  there.)  Or 
Chiill  might  firft  lead  them  to  Bethany  from 
whence  he  took  them  with  him  ic  that  part 
of  the  mot  inf  from  whence  he  af  raided  \ 
and  whilfl  he  co«‘inwil  to  bids  them  ht 
was  parted  from  them* 

A  A 


be  baptized  v^ith 
the  tt>ly  Giioft, 
TXX  many  d*iyi 
be nee* 


6  ^VTien 
tftcrcfcirr  were 
to*ne  together , 
theyalVed  oi  biro* 
faying,  Lord,  vik 
i!h>u  -it  ibis  time 
refl  »re  again  the 
kingdom  to  lft?- 


7  Arid  he  fan! 
onto  them.  It  is 
not  for  you  to 
know  the  times  nr 
the  teutons,  which 
the  Lather  hath 
put  in  hU  own 
power. 


Tie  Acts  of  the  Aposti.es  p&rapbrafed.  Cb.  7« 

baptifm,  which  that  prefigure*!,  will  (lied  down  my 
Spirit  with  his  gifts  and  graces  in  a  plentiful  manner 
upon  yon,  that  ye  may  be  more  than  ever  confirmed  in 
your  faith,  fan&ifieJ,  and  comforted,  and  may  be  tho¬ 
roughly  qualified  with  wifdom,  courage,  and  utterance, 
for  the  g*eat  work  and  office  to  which  I  have  feat  you, 
(fee  the  note  on  Mattb.  iii.  6,);  and  that  my  church  and 
minifiring  fervants  may  have  a  memorable  pledge  of 
my  fpiritual  prefence  with  them,  under  the  gofpel  dif- 
penfarion,  to  the  end  of  the  world.  And  this  he  told 
them  (houtd  be  within  a  very  little  time  ;  meaning  as 
foon  as  the  following  Peotecoft  fhauld  came,  which 
was  ten  days  after  his  afeenfion,  {chap.  ii.  t.  fee  the 
note  there) ;  tho*, .  to  keep  them  continually  waiting 
for  him  in  his  way,  he  did  net  think  proper  then  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  precife  time  when  it  fhould  be. 

6  The  difciples  apprehending  that  the  refnrre&ion  of 
Chrift  had  put  him  into  a  (late  that  might  favour  their 
fond  notions  of  his  temporal  dominion,  which  they  dill 
were  willing  to  indulge ;  they  therefore,  at  their  lad  £o- 
lemn  meeting,  (fee  tne  note  on  ver.  4,)  put  a  queftion 
to  him,  faying,  Lord,  as  thou  art  now  rifen  a  conquer* 
or  over  death,  and  all  thine  enemies,  Is  this  the  time 
that  we  have  been  looking  and  longing  for,  when  thou 
wilt  fet  God's  people  tfratl  at  liberty  from  every  foreign 
yoke,  and  reftore  their  nation  to  a  Hate  of  grandeur, 
influence,  and  power,  and  bring  all  the  princes  and 
kingdoms  of  the  earth  in  fuhje&ion  to  them,  acccrding 
to  our  own  expectations  from  ancient  prophecies  of  the 
great  power  and  glory  of  the  Meffiah's  reign?  {Dan. 
vii.  27.}  And  what!  Wilt  thou  now,  after  all,  admit 
thofc  of  our  rulers  and  countrymen  to  the  high  honours 
of  this  kingdom,  who  have  offered  fo  many  indignities 
to  thee,  and  fo  lhamefully  and  cruelly  put  thee  to 
death  ? 

7  But  (*)  as  the  dfufion  of  his  Spirit  would  foon 

cure  them  of  all  their  carnal-  fentiments  about  his  king¬ 
dom,  he,  waving  a  reply  to  their  miftaken  notion  in 
the  queflion,  gently  checked  their  vain  curioGty,  fay¬ 
ing  to  them.  It  neither  belongs,  nor  would  it  be  of 
any  advantage  to  you,  to  know  before-hand  the  exaft 
time  and  circumftances  in  which  the  great  revolutions 
that  are  coming  on  are  to  be  wfought  $  thefe  God, 
the  fovercign  Author  and  Difpofer  of  all  things,  has 
referved  as  a  fecret  for  the  prefent  in  his  own-  mind, 
who  has  authority  to  reveal  them,  or  not,  and  will 
bring  them  to  pafs  in  the  beft  manner,  and  in  the  fit¬ 
ted  fcafons,  according  to-  the  counfol  of  his  own  will-, 
whenever  he  pleafos.  ff  However 
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B  But  ye  Hull 
receive  power  af¬ 
ter  that  the  Holy 
Ghoft  is  cook  u- 
pnn  you  :  and  yc 
IhaH  l>e  wimeflps 
nmn  roe,  both  in 
j;Tufa'em,  and  in 
ill  Judea,  and  in 
Samaria,  and  un¬ 
til  cite  uttermoft 
ym  of  the  earth. 


p  And  when 
lie  had  fpoktn 
theft  things while 
they  beheld  ,  he 
mistaken  up;  and 
a  dead  received 
h:m  out  of  their 


10  And  while 
they  looked  (led- 
f^Oiytmrsrd  h«- 
vlH  ,  a$  he  went 
tip,  behold,  two 

*4ltT|  itood  by 

them 


8  However,  know  ye  for  your  com  fort,  that,  weak 
and  defpieable  as  yc  hare  hitherto  been,  ye  {ball  re* 
ceive  much  nobler  powers  of  a  fpimual  kind  than  ye 
are  aware  of,  for  preaching  and  confirming  the  gofpel 
of  my  kingdom,  by  the  defeent  of  tbe  Holy  Ghofl  on 
you;  and  hereupon  ye  fhal  1  go  forth  in  my  name  to 
atteft  my  refurre&ion,  and  pubfifh  the  word  of  my 
grace,  with  holy  liberty,  wifdont,  and  courage,  and 
with  miraculous  figns  to  confirm  your  teflimony;  and 
this  fhaJt  be  with  great  fuccefe  *,  Gift  in  Jeru/akmf 
afterwards  in  all  the  land  of  Jndrxt  and  among  your 
neighbours  and  kindred,  the  Samaritans^  with  whom 
this  nation  ha^been  fo  long  at  variance,  and  to  whom 
I  formerly  forbade  your  preaching :  and  then  among 
the  religious  profclytes  of  the  nations  round  about  you ; 
and  laft  of  all  among  the  idolatrous  Gentiles  far  and 
wide,  even  to  the  mofl  diftant  parts  of  the  world, 

9  Then,  whilfl  he  was  fpeaking  in  this  authority* 
live,  gracious,  and  affe&ionate  manner  to  them,  and 
pronouncing  s  blefling  upon  them,  {Luke  xxiv*  51.)  to 
fatisfy  them  that  bis  heart  was  full  of  love  at  his  part* 
ingwith  them,  and  that  he  would  ever  afterwards  be 
mindful  of  them,  he  gradually  mounted  up  in  the  air 
in  their  fight,  as  Elijah  did  in  the  view  of  Eltfha7  they 
continuing  to  look  at  him  with  the  utmofl  care  and  at¬ 
tention:  fill  their  eyes  could  no  longer  dife^rn  him,  by 
reafon  of  a  cloud  or  glory  which  indofed  him,  and  in¬ 
tercepted  the  ken  of  their  eyes* 

10  f  And  while  they  were  thus  eagerly  looking  up 
after  him,  and  obferving  h;s  afeent  towards  heaven, 
with  confteraition  and  intermingled  grief  and  joy, 
with  fear  of  lofing  him,  and  hope  and  defire  of  his  re* 
turning  to  them,  and  while  throws  of  angels  attended 
him,  as  his  fervnnts,  to  pay  their  homage  and  due  ho¬ 
nours  to  him,  (P/ai  Ixviii.  17.)  Uehold,  a  very  re¬ 
markable  circumftance  !  Two  of  the  ecleftial  hoft  ap* 
peared  in  the  form  of  men,  and  defending,  came,  and 

flood 


NOTES, 

*  lint  our  L'itJ  fptcifies  the  order  in  from  rhe  dcad}  nor  there  any  oorifLiiit 
which  lit*  cmamiHidn  wuMo  be  executed,  w  that  thry  (Would,  lin^e  their  fwiijj  him  after- 
well  as  the  extern  of  k  ;  and  the  following  wards  alive,  and  convcrling  with  him,  &c* 
parts  of  this  hUlcry  ihew  that  accordingly,  vm  as  undeniable  ptoofs  of  hi*  reTurrcftiun, 
in  fift,  the  apoflles  preached  the  gofpel  fiWl  as  if  they  had  flood  hy  vhw  he  came  our  of 
at  JcrafakWi  ii. — vH  )  then  in  vapor:*  the  (cpu;chre.  tint  he  aftxodtd  to  heaven 
piuof  PaJWfr-r,  and  anioQ^thc  $4#i(iriSitrsf  in  their  fijjht,  thdt  they  might  be  cqn^lvaf- 
im  aeration  of  the  grc.it  persecution  of  the  fnrud  of  hit  Iwing  fconc  thirner,  xhioh  Jccms 
cluirrh  (vfrof*  viiL  ix.)  t  and  then  to  the  to  have  been,  not  by  a  fwifr  flight  or  rap- 
pmr&lytcs  of  the  pir,  (fiif  i,  k\*  but  in  a  leilhrdy  gralual  manner,  that 

Ki:.J;  aitdjfoft  of  all  rnrhe  idolatrous  GrEftVtfT,  they  might  be  in  nr>  danger  of  being  de- 
ybif*.  sciii,  to  the  end  of  i lie  boot.)  crivcd,  and  might  have  the  ftiirifl  uppurtu- 

|  None  of  the  difciples  faw  Chrift  rife  idly  of  dillinrtly  oblcnin^  :L 
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them  In  whitciip- 
pjixl ; 

tr  Which  al* 
fo  ftid,  Ye  men 
of  Galilee,  why 
Ihuvl  ye  filing 
up  :/ito  heaven  ? 
tills  dime  JtiliK  , 
which  is  taken  up 
fromjvmimoha- 
vcnjhaltibccmc, 
in  like  manner  as 
yc  have  icon  him 
go  bio  heaven. 


ti  Then  re¬ 
turned  they  utito 
jmiijtom,  frfjm 
the  mount  f  illed 
Olivet,  which  IS 
from  Jeroiulem  a 

fcbLu;Way*juur- 


it  And,  when 

(hey  wen:  come  in, 
llu-y  ^cntnpblo 

an  upper  iw*a» 
where 


ftood  near  to  the  difciples;  in  robes  of  illuftrious  light, 
au  emblem  of  their  grandeur,  purity,  and  joy. 

11  And  they  addrefled  them  in  a  familiar,  kind, 
and  encouraging  manner,  faying,  O  yc  Galileans  >  who 
are  the  difciples  and  followers  of  Jefus,  be  not  difmay- 
ed  at  his  being  thus  taken  from  you :  Why  (houtd  ye 
ftiU  continue  to  (land  looking  fo  wfflifully  upwards  to 
heaven,  as  if  yc  were  expe&ing  him  to  return  imme¬ 
diately  to  you  from  thence  ?  This  very  Jefus,  who  late¬ 
ly  died  for  your  jins,  and  rofe  again  for  your  juftifica- 
ttou,  and  is  now  gone  before  you  to  heaven,  to  be  en¬ 
throned  in  his  kingdom  there,  ftall  as  truly,  vilibly, 
and  personally,  defoend  in  a  glorious  cloud,  and  with  a 
like  retinue  of  angels,  to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft 
day,  as  yc  have  now  feen  him  with  your  own  eyes  a  £ 
cending  into  heaven,  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God 
for  you.  (Sec  and  compare  P/al.  IxvHi.  17, 18.  1  Tkeff 
ir.  id.  2  Tbeff.  i.  7.  and  Rev.  i.  7.) 

12  Then  the  difciples,  being  fatisfied  with  the  ac¬ 
count  the  ’angels  had  given  them,  went  back  from  the 
mount  of  Olives  to  JeruJalem^  in  obedience  to  their 
Lord’s  inftruciions  and  commands,  (ver,  4.)  that  they 
might  wait  with  faith  and  patience  for  the  defeent  of 
the  Spirit  upon  them  there,  according  to  his  promife, 
*  Jerttfalem  being  about  a  mile’s  didance  from  that  part 
of  the  mountain  which  lay  within  the  tra&  of  ground 
that  belonged  to  Bethany  (as  was  related,  Lake  xxiv. 
50.)  and  from  which  he  went  up  into  heaven  ;  and  fo 
at  his  taking  leave  of  this  world,  as  a  triumphant  con¬ 
queror,  his  feet  ftood  upon  the  mount  of  Olives ,  as 
was  prophdird  of  him,  \Zech.  iriv.  4,) 

13  And  upon  the  difciples  arrival  at  jerujalem)  they 
daily  attended  the  worft ip  of  God  in  the  temple,  {Luke 
xxiv.  53.  fre  the  note  there)  and  frequently  met  in  an 
upper  apartment  f,  lit  for  their  purpose,  $0  carry  on  re¬ 
ligious 

NOTES. 


*  A  pur  an  was,  according 

to  femur*  two  thoufiuri  ruhTis,  or  a  tlioufautl 
Taft!?,  and  according  to  others,  about  eight 
fur  tongs,  nr  one  of  our  miles.  Thus  far  it 
\vn>  lawful  for  the  Jtw\  to  tnvel  on  the 
frbha.b-day :  Ttwir  cities,  together  wilh 
iheh  ritliurb^f  might  be  fo  tong  as  to  make 
it  fiiiviciimcs  ne<ieinry  for  them  to  go  fb  far 
to  the  fyiiaguguc ;  and  »  tbi?  Is  made  a  dc^ 
ierip'bn  of  the  cliihnce  between  Jerttfi  ltm 
and  th.it  part  of  ntai:nt  O.'tvet  frodi  which 
our  bor.l  afccaikil,  hh  aicemSlng  from  JScita^ 
xxiv.  jo,  fire  the  uoic  there),  may 
be  uniUrHood  only  of  that  part  of  the 
int  uiit  wiiiih  lay  within  the  border*  of 
Ml ;A,vrv,  for  that  town  ititii  was  fifteen  fur* 


longs  from  Jthx  xi. 

t  Thi*  ttffer  worn  is  (bought  by  tome  to 
have  been  one  of  the  upper  chambers  of  the 
temple ;  But  a*  tfcefe  belonged  to  the  pmfts, 
or  at  lead  were  under  their  iafpefttoit,  it 
can  hardly  be  foppofal  that  they  wcaitd  have 
pertained  our  Lord**  difciples  to  meet  there 
I  therefore  take  fc  to  have  been  foroc  upper 
room  in  one  of  their  friend’s  bottfes,  where 
they  ademhled,  as  the  Jew  «re  wont, to  do 
to  fucb  places  for  reughnw  worthip,  and 
where  they  might  meet  with  the  greater  pi  I- 
vaey.  Some  fappofc  it  to  have  been  thar  in 
which  lefts  had  celebrated  the  pafibver  with 
his  difciples*  get  U&vtrfil  Voi*  1Y* 

P*  * 
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whettabodetaih 
Pew,  and  jam, 
and  John  ,  ind 
Andrew,  Philip, 
aiH'ntoma&fBar' 
thottmeir  *  and 
Maithew ,  James 
/£r/&*of  AlphcUi, 
and  Sin^Q  Zelo- 
tes,  and  Juda?  the 
trtikr  of  James. 


14  Thefe  »U 
cot*t;nued  with 
on  t  accord  in 
prayer  aixl  Appli¬ 
cation,  with  the 
women,  "and  Ma¬ 
ry  the  mother  of 
Jell**  ,  sod  with 
his  brethren* 


1 5  And  in  chafe 
-.'.u'jS  Peter  flood 
up  in  tre  midtb 
t*i  u<  UstotpUrs  t 
ard  fc'd  ,  (the 

number  of  the 
piinct  together 
were  aibvut  an 
hundred  and 
twenty,) 


ligiqus  exercifVs  together ;  a  nr!  there  they  continued  af- 
fembling,  and  waiting  with  faith,  hope,  and  joy,  for 
the  Spirit,  which  Chrift  had  told  them  fhould  foon  be 
poured  out  upon  them  from  on  high;  punicularly  there 
were  the  eleven  apoftles,  whom  Jefus  had  owned  and 
favoured  with  his  vifits  after  his  refur  region,  and  who 
were  prefcnt  at  his  afeenfion,  viz-  Peter ,  James ,  and 
John*  who  had  likewife  fecn  his'  transfiguration  in  the 
mount,  and  were  eye-witneffes  of  his  lull  fufferings  in 
the  garden  *,  and  together  with  them  were  Andrew*  Phi * 
lipy  and  Thomas*  Bartholomew*  and  Matthew*  James 
the  Too  of  Alpheus*  with  Simon  Zelctcs*  and  Judas  the 
brother  of  James  the  lefs*  (S«  an  account  of  all  thefe 
in  the  paraphrafe  and  note  on  Mat.  x.  a,  3,  4.} 

14  All  thefe  {Judas  fjeariot  having  before  left  them, 
and  execrably  betrayed  his  Lord,  and  laid  violent  . hands 
on  himfelf)  kept  and  joined  together,  as  with  one  heart 
and  foul,  in  humble,  earned,  perfevertng,  and  belie¬ 
ving  petitions  and  pleas,  as  well  as  th^ukfgivings  and 
praifes,  {Luke  xxiv,  53,)  which  were  addrctTed  to  the 
Lord  Jefus  *,  and  to  the  Father  in  his  name  for  an  at> 
compljfhmenc  of  the  great  things  they  were  looking  for 
from  him,  to  furnilh  them  for  the  important  fervices 
which  he  had  adigned  to  them  j  and  with  thefe,  many 
others  cordially  joined  in  this  their  religious  employ¬ 
ment,  as  particularly  the  holy  women,  that  followed 
Ohrid  from  Galilee*  attended  hi:n  to  his  crucifixion,  vi- 
fited  his  fcpulchre,  and  faw  him  after  he  was  rifcti  from 
the  dead ;  and  f  Mary*  the  mother  of  our  l^ord,  to¬ 
gether  with  thofe  of  his  kmfmcn  after  the  fldh,  who  by 
thUtime  believed  in  him  ;  and  there  were  many  others* 
as  we  (lull  prefentiy  obferve, 

15  Now  at  one  of  thefe  i'otemn  afiemblies  for  prayer, 
at  which  were  prelent  about  an  hundred  and  twenty,  or 
fix-fcore  perform,  all  faithful  and  affectionate  difciples 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  the  apoflle  Peter  took  occafion  to 
Hand  up  among  them,  and  addreffed  them,  (not  as  one 

having 


N  0  T  K  SL 


*  U  is  htgMy  rsalbnJik  to  fuppnftj  iVzt 
direftcJ  ih^ir  prayers  to  Chrift*  who 
haJ  made  them  promifes  of  fending  the 
Spirit  wh*Ti  he  ftorJrt  go  to  the  Father, 
{7j,0rt  xv<  aG.  and  xvi.  ;0  as  vttt  as  that 
i'kv  p rayed  u*  the  Father  in  Chrift’s  name, 
Kvnnlitifi  to  the  ohkir  ho  lnil  ffiven  them, 
Wa  **(,  t  j,  %6.  (fre  the  note  there.)  And 
;t  let  ms  every  iray  moll  naitual  to  undir- 
Pjnl  thi-ir  prayrr,  vcr.  14.  as  to 

iLl  I,  *rd  Jrfhs;  for  all  the  n  pottles  wtre  at 
vrll  intmaitedy  ehofvu  by  him,  and  were 


to  he  hb  udtnefll**,  wham  he  appointed  and 
lent ;  an;l  they  IkI'jh:  bdieved  in  Um, 
and  fjjote  of  him  a*  their  Lord,  who  kntJ/ 
the  hart*  of  4! I  m?»*  J-Jue  xvi*  ip.  jo,  and 
xxi.  IT, 

f  This  is  (hr  laft  time  that  uc  have  any 
mctut'Mi  of  our  Lords  mother  hi  Jcripiurc ; 
and  as  to  thole  ths.t  ar^  here  fitted  \ \h  bre¬ 
thren,  (:«  +he  note  on  Atnith,  x:i,40*)  chry 
are  nti'jtf  reekooctl  sraiinfl  hU  thc^ 

they  formrrly  did  n-H  UlivVi;  in  him,  a;>* 
pear*  Irum  n  viL  j. 
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td  Men  and 
brethren  ,  Tbi# 
fciipture  n*uft 
n«vls  have  Inin 
fulfilled  ,  which 
Ghost  by 
the  mrrwth  of  LU- 
vid  spake  before 
<r>nrt  ruing  Judas, 
whirh  guide 
to  them  that  took 


tv  For  be  way 
numbered  ^ithos, 
ami  hi !  obtained 
pin  of  this  mini- 
ihy. 


i  S  this 

in -sii  r;i  rotated  a 
field  ui;h  tb t  tc~ 
pard  pf  iniquity; 

sod* 


having  authority  over  them  *>  but  as  one  that  was  on 
a  levtT  with  them)  in  the  following  manner: 

iff  My  dear  friends  and  countrymen,  whom  I  may 
alfc  call  my  fellow-fervants  and  difeiples,  and  my  bre¬ 
thren  in  Cnrift  ;  f  have  an  affair  ofvaft  importance  to 
propofe  to  yon :  Yc  all  know  what  has  befallen  one  of 
our  numb  -r,  but  it  ou^hc  nor  to  furprife  or  ftumbte  you  s 
for  as  the  courrfel  <f  the  Lord  fiaadf  for  ever,  {Pf.  xxxiii- 
11.)  and  as  this  melancholy  ciicumftance  was  foretold 
in  prophecy,  and  fo  became  charaQerittic  of  the  Mef- 
fiah,  it  was  eventually  neceflary,  the  pieftiQion  deli¬ 
vered  by  David,  under  the  infptration  of  the  Holy  Gboft, 
{Pf.  xli.  9.)  thou  Id  be  remarkably  fulfilled  in  the  per¬ 
fidious  wiclcerfuefi;  of  Judas,  of  wfiom,  as  typified  by 
jkkltcphcl,  it  is  there  fait!,  Mine  ot on  familiar  friend) 
in  whom  i  trujlcd ,  •which  did  eat  of  my  bread)  hat  lift 
vf>  his  heel  agninjl  me,  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  John  xiii. 
20.) ;  and  who  accordingly  directed  the  counfelg  of  the 
Jews  .igamJt  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  conducted  thofe  that 
apprehended  him  in  the  garden,  in  order  to  their  put¬ 
ting  him  to  drub.  (£.«£«. xxiL  3,  4,  47.) 

17  For  this  Judas  was  one  of  our  fellow -difei pies  and 
affociates,  one  of  Chrift’s  domefiicks,  whom  he  kindly 
treated  and  highly  favoured,  like  an  intimate  fricud, 
and  one  whom,  of  bis  mere  good  pleafure,  he  chafe  and 
called  to  the  a  pottle  ftiip,  and  intruded  with  the  fame 
important  mini  ft  ry  in  his  kingdom,  as  he  did  the  reft 
of  us,  who  have  been  honoured  with  that  office.  {Luke 
vi.  13, — 16.) 

16  Hut  this  bafe  wretch  ("»<)  turned  traitor  to  his 
great  and  benevolent  Lord,  whom  he  fold  to  the  chicf- 
priefts  at  the  price  of  a  Have,  {Mat.  xxvi.  15.  fee  the 
paraphrafe  there);  and  inftcad  of  getting  any  advantage 
thereby  to  himfeif,  he  was  fo  terrified  ip  his  confidence 
for  the  detefbbk  crime  he  hail  committed,  that  he.  re¬ 
turned  the  money  to  them,  {Mat,  xxvii.  3,  4.)  who  f 

witii 


NOTES. 

*  Sirtfn',  in  that  agr  was  a.  fign  of  aurtn>  cations :  So  Peter  here  addrefled  the  comp*- 
rity  in  teaching,  an d  was  accordingly  used  ny  ih  tbit  ftile,  without  any  marks  of  aw* 
by  the  fcribesaiul  Pltetuccs,  and  mo-fl  corn-  thorny;  and  I  da  sot  find  that  our  blcffcd 
Piotjly  by  our  Lord  himftJf,  in  (peaking  to  Lord  cm  ftt  htm&lf  fb  much  on  a  level 
the  people.  Prttr  ihncfore  did  not  fit,  Tike  with  his  hearers,  as  once  to  life  tbii  phrafe 
one  daiming  authority  over  his  brethren  ;  in  any.  of  his  fpeechc*  tu  them, 
hut  fie trf  tip,  as  one  that  treated  them  with  |  At  Judas**  money  for  which  he  fold  his 
and  only  mode  a  motion  to  them.  Lord  vai  laid  oof  for  this  purpoft^  he  if 
%hich,  perhaps,  war  in  purfuanee  or  feme  fitd  to  purchase  a  field  with  the  reward  of 
cf  tknfr  uiftrucUon&  that  Cbrift  gave  hi?  iniquity,  though  he  did  cot  intend  that  pur* 
a poft I cs  about  ilw  /lings  ftrtebdng  ft  fa  kixgr  chafe ;  at  perfons  ait  laid  to gtf  teUtemfittet | 
dtrv  cf  Cad,  (vfr.  3.)  And  as  men  trad  kre*  fitame^  and  to  rtcttvt  dasm/Uiou  to  dmtetvrt^ 
tbrtn  was  a  familiar  appellation  frequently  tj-  {Pnv^  i*.  ?*  .and  ]£&m*  mitt*  a.)  thaf*  (icy  dy 
ftd  by  equal*  among  ihc  jfcwj,  and  by  she  not  defign  it< 

£poftlc$  in  their  di&ottrfe*  on  various  ot>  '  R 
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-4.WW-  with  thefc  wages  of  unrighteoufoefs  bought  a  firdd  to 
^Sec^faihe  bury  ftra°g6ra  in,  (Mat.  xzvii.  7.)  }  and  he,  in  the  hor- 
mUlt,  *nd  «fl  hit  ror  and  defpatr  of  his  own  itiind,  went  and  banged  bim- 
liowtbguAedMii.  fcjf}  and,  fomething  giving  way,  tumbled  headlong  from 
that  place  with  focb  force,  that  his  belly  burft,  and  Jet 
out  all  his  intrails*  (See  the  note  on  Mattb.  xxvii.  <j.) 
*#  And  h  «  19  And  thisTremcndous  fa£l  could  not  be  concealed, 

hTSUK  «  but  was  univerfaily  known  among  all  the  inhabitants  of 
jcratelem  \  i»h-  Jerufalem  ;  fo  that  the  field  purchafed  by  this  iniquitous 
yoc,|  ^  JV*  money,  is  commonly  called,  by  way  of  infamy,  in  the 
proper  vulgar  Jruijb  dialed!,  Aceldama^  which  Rgnifies  a  Reid 

Aceldama,  that  is  of  blood  j  intimating,  .that  it  was  bought  with  that 
£j<*T*Tb*fieUl*'f  money  *  which  was  the  price  of  innocent  blood  j  and 
0  this  was  a  righteous  judgment  of  God  upon  him. 

ao  For  it  U  20  For  as  he  deferved  the  fevereft  and  moft  exemplary 
written  in  riw  pumlhment,  fo  he  is  the  perfon,  to  whom  fome  other 
^hishabimi^n  «pfefTions  pointed,  under  the  type  of  David  and  his 
be  defol^e ,  and  enemies,  in  the  book  of  Pfabns ,  not  by  way  of  esecra- 
Ict  no  nau  d«i<il  tion(  but  of  prophecy,  (Pfal.  kit.  25.  and  cis.  8.)  Let 
biSoprick'lct  a-  habitation  be  drfrl&tty  and  let  none  dwell  in  bis  tents  s 
nothcr  take.  and  as  to  the  apollulic  fun&ion,  to  which  he  was  chofen 
together  with  us.  Let  another  take  bis  office. 

••f1*  tblfc^'men  2I»  12  This  plainly  leads  us  to  the  duty  that  now  lyes 
which  Lve  oto-  immediately  before  us,  for  fupplying  the  vacancy  made 
panted  with  u  ,  by  his  villany*  punifhmem,  and  death  :  Therefore  as 
the^Lo^T'iSu!  ^oft  ordered  before,  that  his  office  fliould  be 

wiwu  iiTmi  out  UP  by  another,  and  our  i.ord  himfejf  originally 

»iu<,<]g  m,  1  defigned  the  number  of  twelve  to  be  his  witnefles,  it 
11  B^gionJag  behoves  us  to  pitch  upon  fome  proper  perfon  for  this 
r.1  John.tmrothjr  PurP°fe>  fro®  among  the  feventy  difciples,  who  have 
time  day  thd  he  been  our  companions  in  attendances  on  the  l>ord  Jefus, 
■k  ' 'moft^one*^  along  from  the  very  time  that  he  began  to  converfe 

t?be  »  with  us,  and  to  preach  and  work  his  wonderful  mira- 
witoefi  w»ii  ns  of  clcs  in  our  prefcne-.  fl  even  from  the  days  when  John 
Iim  teiiutcLtufi.  baptized  him  at  his  entrance  ou  his  public  mini  (try,  un¬ 
to  the  day  when  he  was  fo  lately  removed  from  us  by 
his  vifible  afrent  to  glory  j  it  ts  nccefla  ry  that  one  of  th  is 
character,  who  has  been  thus  intimately  acquainted  with 
ChrilVs  life,  doctrine,  trnnfa&iuns  and  death,  refurrcc- 
tton  ami  afcenRon  to  heaven,  be  appointed  to  this  oflice, 
that  he  may  be  capable  of  joining  his  teltimony  upon 


MOTES. 


perfonal 


f 


f  Hat  Dr  and  fome  others  have 

thought  ic  nr  is  oiiod  tbe  Fteid  tf  be¬ 
came  Judjt  himjrlt'  expired  thiTt:  uii-i  fu  it 
IhiiKil  wuU  hj$  blood  that  tog  t  xbc 
pf:cc,  as  *tll  a*  was  bought  uul.  die  pi  ke  of 

t  The  *f  John  oiay  relate  Wthrr 

to  Lfc  I sefti lining  to  biiptiK<\  nr  to  hU  hui- 
Lurd;  but  I  i4ll*cr  utv  w.ili 


CrUins  and  to  Di^an  Johm  bai>- 

theing  Chuft*  hec*tufe  till  then,  Jruis  dvi 
not  in  MdJ  mt  innmu*  tlu;  difciple*  Iq 
Clie  nts  public  mike,  ui  this  pbrafe  Tome* 
(isnc^  xxxL  3,  andiC3rvn* 

i.  10.)  or  iiimfcjf  in  his  work 

tiicm,  as  ii  at  otbi/.r  timcti 

AiViii.  <?,  ti-.ti  r/tif.  cxjlL 


ID 
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a  3  Afclrfiey  »p- 

poiiitM  (wo,  Jo- 
ieph  failed  ULinV 
bw ,  '.vlia  w»  fir- 
Etamrri  Jvflus  > 
and  Mol  that. 


*4  And.  they 
pray  til,  and  ft  id, 
Thou  ,  Lord  9 
winch  knowrft 
the  hearts  of  all 
mtfn,  flicw  whe¬ 
ther  of  theie  two 
|hou  fuQ  chofco- 


15  That  he  may 
vtake  part  of  this 
minitlry  and  apo- 

fllcihlp  ,  from 
which  judas  liy 
tiao^rcinon  fell, 
that  he  mipht  go 
lo  his  own  pltcc. 


perfooal  knowledge  with  oars,  concerning  all  that  vr 
are  to  publifli  relating  to  out  Lord*  and  particularly  to 
his  refurre&ion  from  the  dead,  which  is  the  grand  ar¬ 
ticle,  and  evidence  of  all  the  glorious  things  that  we 
are  to  rectify  concerning  him ;  and  the  foundation  of  all 
our  hope  in  him. 

I3  And  this  motion  fo  thoroughly  approved  itfclf  to 
the  whole  aflembly,  to  whom  it  was  made,  [ver.  1  y, 
16.}  that  they  immediately  agreed  to  nominate  two  per- 
fons  of  the  above-mentioned  qualifications,  that  fttould 
Hand  as  candidates  for  the  choice,  or  rather  fhould  be 
preferred  before  the  Lord  for  bis  defi  gnat  ion  of  one  of 
them  to  that  office*:  One  was  Jefcpb,  who  was  alfo 
called  Barfabas,  and  was  furnamed  Jujlus,  and  the  0- 
ther  Matthias . 

24  And  as  all  the  reft  of  the  apoftles  wcrechofcn  im¬ 
mediately  by  the  Lord  Jcfus  himfelf,  the  whole  multi- 
rude  joined  in  folemn  prayer  to  him,  (fee  the  note  on 
ver.  14.}  faying,  Thou,  blefled  Lord,  who  ait  the  great 
head  and  ruler  of  the  church,  and  whofe  prerogative  it 
is  ro  be  intimately  and  infallibly  acquainted  with  the 
mod  fecrer  temper,  principles,  and  views  of  all  men’s 
hearts,  about  which  we  may,  but- th  011  never  canft  be 
deceived  ;  we  hnrablybcfecch  thee  to  favour  our  deGgn 
of  referring  this  important  affair  to  thee  by  lot,  that  as 
the  whole  drfpojittg  thereof  is  of. the  Lord,  (Prcru.  xvi.  33.) 
ib  tbou  wouldft  in  that  way  point  out  to  ns,  which  of 
thefe  two  fervants  of  thtae  thou  thyfelf  haft  chofen, 
and  dcligned,  to  Oil  up  the  prefen t  vacancy  ; 

25  That  he,  by  the  determination  of  the  lot,  may 
enter  upon,  and  bear  his  part  in,  the  labour  and  honour 
of  the  apoftolic,  charge,  which  Judas  infamoufly  vio¬ 
lated,  and  threw  himfelf  out  of,  by  his  monftrous  wic- 
lednefc,  that  he  might  no  longer  retain  his  part  there¬ 
in,  hut  might  go  to  the  place  which  he  juftly  deferved, 
and  which  was,  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God, 
properly  his  own,  (wwiw*™  *?«*)  and  there  might 
receive  rbe  due  reward  of  bis  iniquity  +. 

26  And 


NOTES. 

M  T-  is  uncertain  who  theft  t  vo  men  were;  .  Keltic  indeed,  in  whom  there  is  *0  pUt,  John 
hue  Tome  think  that  J-fi-h  wm.  the  fame  with  i.  47, 

li.itf  T: l'ii  why  is  t  Jnjim,  Cil.  :v,  1 j.  j-  The  reader  may  confult  fir  Ji.iwesbJ 
Siiif  or her*  think  it  was  jijes  die  brother  of  for  another  ftnft  of  this  verft,  who  includes 
James  rile  lei's,  ilaik  xi*  j.  and  av.  43.  the  words,  from  -which  Jivti*  hj  trmifptfptn 
and  that  for  his  upri^htnefs  and  integrity  lie  -felt,  in  a  parenthefis,  and  refers  hts  wit 
vis  furninicd  by  the  Rontnet,  "Jt-jlui,  or  the  flue,  not  U»  Judea  and  his  plate  of  pasifit- 
ji/ft,  u  James  himteli  alfo  was.  And  as  meet,  hot  to  Matthias  and  his  place  of  of- 
jiijittlihs  and  Nerkseiel  hc-th  tignify  tire  fice,  to  which  he  fucceaded,  as  his  own  pro¬ 
lame  tiling,  namely,  the  nils  cj  Coj  ;  ic  is  per  place  in  the  room  of  Jadus,  when  hg 
not  improvable  bur  that  tfiis  bc.Vj-  «»  caofcn  to  the  apolUtlhfp. 

litteie!  of  whom  Ciuit!  bid,  an  it- 
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26  And  prayer  being  ended,  they  all  in  a  religious 
manner,  with  faith  and  dependence  on  the  over-ruling 
providence  of  God  for  the  event,  delivered  their  lots  *  j 
and  as  the  determining  Jot  fell  upon  Matthias  >  m  an*# 
fwrer  to  their  prayers,  he  from  thenceforward  was  recei* 
ycd  and  regarded,  by  the  common  conferit  and  apprcba~ 
tion  of  all  t!)i  difciples,  as  a  nyelfth  apofUc,  of  the 
fame  rank  and  dignity  with  the  other  eleven  $  and  fo  they 
were  again  reflored  to  their  original  number,  according 
to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifratl ;  Matthias  being  made 
one  of  them  before  the  approaching  miraculous  eflu- 
fion  of  the  Spirit,  that  he  might  have  that  glorious  and 
public  zeal  of  his  apoftlefhip  equally,  and  together  with 
the  reft  of  his  brethren. 

recollections. 

What  unccntroulabk  and  glorious  evidences  have  we  of  the  refurreftion  and 
rvaltatipfi  of  the  once  crucified  Redeemer*  that  our  faith  and  hope  might  he  in 
God  l  He  gave  great  numbers  of  bis  difciples  fucb  frequent  opportunities  of  fee¬ 
ing,  and  convediGg  with  him  after  bis  death*  that  they  could  not  poflibfy  mif- 
take  him  for  any  other  ptrfon  whatfoev^r;  and  they  were  eye- wit  Defies  of  hir 
a  founding  with  a  real  human  body  up  to  heaven.  How  delightful  is  the  thought 
of  his  having  carried  our  nature  into  that  Defied  world !  Who,  that  loves  him, 
would  G'iih  tor  his,  re  turn  to  a  date  of  humiliation  upon  earth  i  Our  great  con¬ 
cern  is,  that  we  m^y  meet  him  with  comfort  at  hisfccond  appearance  to  judge 
the  quick  and  the  dead  ;  when,  as  we  are  aflured  by  the  teftimooy  of  an  yds,  he 
will  perfonally  come  again  in  the  douda  of  heaven,  and  every  eye  fhall  Ice  him 
in  all  hi&  majefty  and  glory*  la  the  mean  while#  how  carefully  fhould  wc  at! end 
to  the  duties  to  which  he  calls  us,  in  humble  dependence  on,  and  waiting  for 
the  pro  mi  fed  Spirit  toafiifi,  own,  and  comfort  ns  in  his  way  and  work  1  llmv 
Cautious  mid  we  be  of  indulging  a  cnrnal  curio  fit  y,  or  or  prying  into  Gous 
frercts,  th;d  do  not  belong  to  us  ;  and  how  religion  fly  fhould  we  commit  every 
thing  by  faith  and  prayer  to  him,  who  fcarchcs  the  heart,  and  has  the  unerring 
and  foveneitrn  difnofai  of  *all  events,  though  they  may  be  as  uncertain  as  lots  to 
us  l  And  (nice  lots  are  an  appen)  to  Providence,  it  becomes  us  to  tifc  them  ieri- 
in  important  c.'des,  that  cannot  well  be  determined  otherwife,  and  not 
about  ti  ilk*  in  a  ludicrous  way-  God  *5  determinations  fliould  always  fiitisfy  us  j 
and  whtu  by  any  nea:-s  he  t  citifies  hrs  rail  qnd  approbation  of  bis  Servants,  wc 
fijould  recuve,  and  own  them  with  attention  and  l'dl  context. 

NOTES. 

*  account  of  the  manner  tn  and  this  hriug  in  anfwcr  to  their 

ulikb  d*L  tlfttic,  ftems  as  pio^Llc  is  prayers,  they  concluded  thai  Af slfMas  wex 
any  J  have  mil  with ;  They  pul  their  tots  the  man  whom  the  l*orct  hid  choJcn  to  th± 
(:ays  he}  into  two  one  of  whuh  o>n-  apoltlrfldp :  And  (bmc  think  that  (he  wHok 
coined  the  mrne*  of  Jiftpb  and  company  thereupon  eitprefictl  thrir  appro- 

and  the  other  a  blank,  and  the  word  hadon  by  a  common  fiitfrage,*  together  with 

;r,d  in  drawing  thefe  nut  of  the  fir  era!  11ms,  the  devcvi  sspoiHts,  according  to  Beza** 
cite  blank  Wnr.t  up  with  the  name  of  J^tJtpb^  ttMjbtion  of  the  worth  ff[/jKa7(yW(ff^( 
and  tiie  lot,  on  w-hiclt  was  written  the  p* t«  tyhxn  cOKinujitini  titl* 

word  h\  c^mc  up  with  clic  name  of  a v/ij* 


atf  Apd  (hey 
gave  forth  their 
lots  j  and  the  lot 
fdJ  upon  Matthi¬ 
as  ;  and  he  was 
numbered  with 
the  eleven  apo* 
fiUs. 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  Holy  Ghqfl  it  poured  out  upon  the  difciples  in  the  appearance  of  clo¬ 
ven  tongue t  of  fire,  i, — 4.  .  Notice  it  taker,  of  this  by  the  multitude 
that  tame  together,  5,-13.  Peter’j  difcourfe  on  tbit  oceafuuty-X 4, 
The  happy  effects  cf  his  fermon  in  the  converjion  of  three  thou - 
/and-,  and  their  addition  to  the  '.church,  37,-41.  The  eminent  piety 
and  charity  of  this  new  apoftotie  church »  and  the  tokens  of  Gafts 
owning  and  blcffmg  them,  42. — 47. 

,tkt.  Paraphrase. 

Ala^yrfIpTwe-  O  W  as  Pentecofi,  fo  called  becaufe  it  was  fifty 
roft  was  folly  '  days  complete  after  the  paflover,  {be v.  xxiii,  15.) 
com:,  they  were  was  one  of  the  three  annual  feafts  on  which  all  the 
Ajftnnoac’uhl^  males  of  Ifrael  were  obliged  to  appear  before  the  Lord 
at  Jerufafem ,  {Exod.  xxiii,  17.);  as  this  feaft  was  kept 
in  commemoration  of  God’s  giving  the  law  at  mount 
Sinai ;  and  as  the  firft-fruits  of  rhe  wheat-harveft  were 
then  offered  to  the  Lord,  in  like  manner  as  the  firft 
frurs  of  the  bartey-harveft  were  at  the  paflbvcr,  and 
oil  was  poured  on  ihe.two  loaves  that  were  for  a  meat* 
offering,  {Exod-  xxiii.  16.  and  Lev,  xxiii.  to,  ij,  16, 
17.  compared  with  chap,  ii,  1.)  and  ds  Pentecoft  tbis 
year  fell  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week  *  j  fo  this  was  a 
proper  time  for  the  molt  folemn  publication  of  the  gof- 
pel ;  for  pouring  out  the  firft-fruits  of  the  Spirit,  and 
gathering  in  the  firft-fruits  of  the  Chriftian  church;  and 
for  confirming  the  New  Teftamenr-fabhath.  which  com¬ 
menced  with  ChrilPs  refurredion  on  the  lame  day  of 
the  week,  being  the  fiftieth  day,  or  feven  weeks  before, 
(lee  the  note  on  John  xx.  26.)  Accqrdingly,  when  the 
evening  was  paft,  and  the  morning-light  of  the  firft 
day  of  this  remarkahle  feaft  fully  appeared,  all  the 
hundred  and  twenty  difciples  (oh,  i.  15.)  were  affem- 
bled  together,  as  with  one  heart  and  foul,  and  f  in  one 
room,  for  the  worfhip  of  God. 

1  And  fadden-  ■  2  And  as  they  were  united  together  in  faith,  wnrlhip, 

' J  and  love,  and  were  waiting,  looking,  and  longing  for 

the 

NOTES. 

*  Sjc  far  an  account  of  |h*s  frail ,  reh-  where  they  a  Hem  bled  before,  (chap,  i  13.) 
tinji  to  all  theie  and  Ievtr-1  oihcf  pauicubj,  or  in  the  temple*  where  they  met  to  cclc- 
J.i’i/ft-af  tm  this  pl-.ee-  Jfinfwih  on  Exod.  braic  the  feftfval;  but  confuJeMUj;  that  the 
ac xYit  1 5.  ami  £,«*.  xiciii.  i£.  end  Bsdferfi  ^rcat  multitude,  which  fonn  after  cameto- 
iii  rp.  Chronti).  p.  4 $1*  45*.  gcilitr,  were  more  thau'thtfr  10 tint  Cwit  lie 

f  Tli ough  the  words  (fy*  awr»)  twi^ht  to  have  hcM,  it  feentt  to  have  been 

iw,  may  not  always  fignify  in  me  roam  or  in  the  temple*  lvheie  ire  fmd  them  after* 
pfoc<t  ei  particularly:  not  in  vsr*  4*1*  (fee  wards,  wr.  46,  and  the  multitude  few  the 
Lighfetf  end  IF&it&f  there)  yet  this  is  its  appearance  of  doven  tonnes  retting  upon 
niuiLcommon  ftnfe,  as  in  1  Cur.  aci*  10.  and  them,  as  well  is  'tasrjf  them  fjpcafc  diflcrtnC 
*iv,  %  3!  and  here  r  However,  it  is  net  cer-  languages,  (vcr.  33*) 
tt:n  whc:fwr  thiss^ere  in  the  upper  room, 
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ly  (tore  e uue  a 
frond  from  hca~ 
vm,  as  of  a  m(h< 
iof  mighty  wind, 
and  it  filled  all  the 
houfc  wlvete  they 
were  fitting. 


)  And  then 
append  unto 
them  ,  cloven 
lduj'uc*  >  like  ai 
of  fire,  ami  it  fa t 
upon  each  of 
them ; 


the  promifed  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghofl;  there  camc  all  on 
a  fuddea  a  mighty  noifc  from  heaven,  like  the  found  of 
an  exceeding  ftrong  wind  rufhing  forcibly  imo  the 
room,  to  awaken  their  attention,  and  to  intimate  the 
poftrerfut'operarion  of  the  Spirit,  which  ufually,  like 
the  ftrong  wind  that  pafled  before  Etijaby  (i  Kings  xix* 
11.)  begins  with  terror;  and  the  divine  gale  filled  the 
whole  houfc  where  they  w^re  fitting,  as  an  emblem 
thatthe  gofpel,  attended  with  the  Spirit,  fhould  leaner 
the  mills  and  cloud's  of  ignorance,  fin,  and  error, 
fhould  bear  down  all  before  it,  and  fhould  fill  the 
whole  earth, 

3  And  immediately  after  this,  there  was  a  vifiMe 
appearance  of  fuch  bright  rays  of  glory  in  rh?  place,  as 
formed  themfelves  into  the  ftmpe  of  pointed  flames,  ro 
fcmbling  tongues  of  *fire  fee  the  note  on 

Matt .  iii,  id,)-  that  were  cleft  toward  the  dp;  and  the 
Spirit  of  God  abode  in  this  fur  prizing  form,  for  Come 
time  on  the  head  *.of  every  one  of  them.  By  alt 
which  it  was  fignified,  that  they  fhould  be  miraculouf- 
]y  enabled  to  preach  the  gofpel,  with  light  and  fervour, 
in  divers  tongues  among  Gentiles^  as  well  as  Jews ; 
that  the  obftruftions  to  the  true  knowledge  of  God,  oo 
cafioned  by  the  confufion  of  languages  at  Babel9  {Gen* 
xu  9.)  fhould  be  removed ;  that  the  apoftles  gilts  for 
propagating  the  gofpel  fhould  be  permanent  and  va* 
rious ;  that  all  their  diverfittes  were  one,  in  their  do 
fign  of  proclaiming  the  dotlrine  of  Chrifl,  and  were 
from  one  original,  as  proceeding  from  the  fame  fpirit  \ 
and  that  his  operation  in  them,  and  by  their  means, 
fhould  enlighten  and  fofeen,  melt  and  purify  the  heart, 
and  kindle  it  into  a  fat  red  flame  of  love,  zeal,  and  ho- 
ly  joy. 

4  Here- 


N  G 

*  It  is  highly  probabJc  that  thx*  appear* 
tiKC  of  cloven  tongue*  rcflvd  on  the  heads, 
not  only  of  thcapoftles,  hoi  of  aUthcluw* 
drcii  and  tvrcniy;  for  it  was  00  their  heads, 
of  who™  it  was  Slid,  (t?rr.  r,)  that  they 
:rc  nit  -with  one  accord  fa  out  ptau%  which 
cxalUy  anfoer*  to  what  was  laid  of  the 
whale  company,  indulive  of  Mary  *ndthe 
athrr.wooKu,  (cbap*it  14,  ij«)  and  Peter 
afterwards  in  this  Aapter,  vtr.  rtf,  it,  18. 
exprefsly  fpcak*  of  this  as  an  accompli  fli* 
iixm  of  fie Ft  prophecy,  about  God's  pour* 
out  hi*  Spirit  on  his  fins  and  daughters 
and  on  his  fervants  arid  hand-maidens  *  And 
a*  rhofe  that  were  afterward*  iccommcnded 
by  the  apoflks,  to  be  choicn  to  the  office  of 
are  described  a*  men  fill  of  the  Hot] 
Cbsfi^  ( chp .  vi.  3.}  ;  fu  it  Teems  that  thefe* 
veuiy  aud  others  of  th:s  company, 


T  E, 

who  were  afterwards  cvonpclifts,  pi  dors, 
and  teacherr,  were  at  this  time  filled  with 
in  their  measure  and  proportion  pro* 
per  for  theLr  work,  as  the  apoftln  were  for 
theirs ;  fince  fumnliing  out  gift*  for  all  ihefc 
offices,.  is  fpoken  of  as  the  immediate  fruit 
of  CUrift's  ajti-nfum  to  b^ven,  (Kph*  iv.  B, 
1 1, )  And  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
ancients,  appears  from  Jcrojit%  CbvyfJtom^ 
and  QccHTnte'ws,  fSec  the  puce,) 

Hu;  if,  as  JJr  belaud  obferve*,  the  eft  that 
were  with  one  accord  in  one  place,  \rr  1, 
may  refer  only  to  the  apofties  that  Jeul  been 
mentioned  jutt  before,  (chap,  i.  ad,J  rhete 
is  no  ntcHTIty  of  fuppofin^  that  the  Holy 
Gholl  (el)  in  this  miraculous  manner*  at 
this  time,  on  my  nv'rv  than  tin:  twelve  *■- 
poftles.  See  Ins  Dti'h te  Aathtr  of  th*  OU 
f.r.d  AVic  Tfi  vol,  H.  p  31  > 
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4  And  they* 
vcirall  tilled  with 
the  Holy  Gtiolt, 
and  begin  to 
{peak  with  otlwr 
tunnies  i  as  the 
Spirit  give  them 
utterance. 


$  And  there 
were  dwelling  at 
Jemfalem,  Jews, 
devout  men,  out 
oF  every  ration 
under  heaven* 


6  Now  when 
ihl*  was  noifd  a- 
broad  the  multi¬ 
tude  came  toge¬ 
ther  ,  and  were 
cun  founded  ,  be- 
«au&  tlut  every 
man  heard  them 
fpeib  in  his  own 
language. 


4  Hereupon;  anfwerable  to  the  meaning  of  thefe 
figurative  reprefentations,  ail  this  company,  though  il- 
literate  pnfbns,  were  in  an  extraordinary  manner  fil¬ 
led  with  the  gifts,  as  well  as  graces  of  the  Spirit,  who 
is  holinefe  itfelf,  and  the  author  of  all  holineis  in  ns  j 
and  under  his  powerful  influence  they  hegan  («*•* 

to  fpcak  the  great  things  of  God,  with  furprizing  fluen¬ 
cy  and  propriety  in  foreign  languages,  which  they  were 
before  entirely  unacquainted  with,  as  the  all-knowing 
Spirit  enabled  them,  by  fuggefting  matter,  words,  and 
pronunciation  to  them. 

5  And  this  was  a  proper  time,  chofen  by  the  wifdom 
of  God,  for  notifying  and  proving  the  truth  of  tbis 
fnrprtzicg  miracle,  and  making  it  fubfervient  to  the 
immediate  fpreading  of  the  gofpel  ;  for  as  the  feaft  of 
pentecoft,  Jo  the  general  expcilatiorf  of  the  Meffiah  in 
thofe  days,  had  brought  va(t  multitudes  of  Jews  by 
birth,  and  by  piofelytifm,  (ver.  to.)  to  take  up  their 
reGdence  for  a  longer  or  fliorter  time  at  Jerufalem,  re^ 
ligious  men  that  feared  God,  (*»«*£«*)  who  came  from 
all  nations,  where  the  Jews  were  feattered  abroad, 
through  the  known  parts  of  the  world, 

6  Accordingly  as  foon  as  this  wonderful  cffufion  of 
the  Spirit,  in  its  fcnfible  tokens  and  effc&s  upon  the 
difctples,  alarmed  the  neighbourhood  by  *  its  noife, 
and  by  the  rumour  that  they  heard  of  it,  a  great  com¬ 
pany  of  ftrangers  from  feveral  countries  crouded  about 
the  place,  and,  upon  coming  thither,  were  exceedingly 
furprized,  and  at  a  lofs  what  to  think  j  for  every  one 
of  them  heard  fume  or  other  of  the  apoftles  fpeakiug 
the  various  languages  of  their  own  refpeflive  countries, 
not  by  their  ears  being  (truck  with  different  founds  of 
the  fame  words,  which  would  have  been  a  miracle  in 


7  And  they  were 

aU  amazed  and 
marvelled,  faying 
one  to  another  , 
Mu]dfarc  not  all 
thefc 


the  hearing,  and  not  in  the  fpeaking  ;  but  by  the  lame, 
or  different  perfons  fpeaking,  firft  to  feme  in  one  lan¬ 
guage,  and  then  to  others  in  another,  according  to 
Chrift’s  promife,  (Mark  xvi.  17.}  that  theyjbauld /peak 
with  new  tongues,  as  they  now  did.  (ner.  4.} 

7  And  all  thefe  foreigners,  that  underftood  one  or 
other  of  the  fcveral  languages  they  heard,  (t?wr»)  were 
exceffively  aftonilhed,  wondering  how  this  could-  be, 
whence  it  was,  and  what  might  be  its  tendency,  defign, 
and  HTue  ;  and  faid  one  to  another,  What  an  amazing 
thing  is  this  1  Are  not  all  thefe  fpeakers  illiterate  and 

unpolilbed 

NOTE. 


*  IN ra«m  tw  <ptnwr  raurv,  ihti  vdcts  to  llm  alarm  vhiclv  was  given  by  thvt}  is 
or  meije  iwjp  madt*  may  paflibly  refer  (a  the  well  as  to  (be  reports  mbich  iftfV  immediaic* 
Jmfe  that  wu  mode  by  (he  nrihing  of  the  If  fpxcad  abroad* 
mighty  wind,  (wr*  and  fo  m&y  relate 
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thefe  wbkb  fpeak 
Galileans  i 

8  AjuHuNrbeiT 
wt  every  man  in 
our  own  tongue 
wherein  we  were 
torn  ?T 


unpolilhed  Galiieanr,  who  never  learned  any  other  thai/ 
their  own  mother  tongue? 

8  How  furprizing  is  it  then,  that  every  one  of  us 
hears  them  talking  with  all  readinefs,  and  propriety  of 
words  and  accent,  in  the  various  languages,*  and  tlia— 
lefts  of  our  own  countries, (*»  ***  #«*««*)  ^  if  they 
themfelves  had  been  born  and  bred  there  ! 


9  Pirthuos ,  9,  10,  1 1  Here  are  amongft  us,  perfons  of  no  lefs 

Flanriic^»oa  t*,ao  ®^tecn  different  languages  that  are  fpoke,  feme  in 
<!<tetU‘rs  in  Mcfe-  Europe,  others  in  Afa,  and  others  in  Africa,  viz-  Par- 
I'Otumu ,  ami  in  thians,  Medet,  and  Perfa.ru  or  Elamites ,  and  inhabt* 
d^a^nPoomj  tints  («*»•<*■»«>). of  Mrfopatamia,  and  of  Jvdea,  who 
md  Alia,  fpa-ke  a  different  dial  eft  from  the  GatiU&ns,  and  of  Cap- 

w  Phir^U  ,  padocia,  as  alfb  of  Pont  us,  and  of  a  particular  diftrift  * 
taEjS®-  belo,,B*nS  t0  Jfta  thc  Ie&  5  of  W’O'W*  and  Pampbyiia, 
the  parti  of  Ly-  of  Egypt,  and  of  thofe  quarters  of  Ljbia,  that  lye  mar 
b-a  -iiioatCnune,  Cyreae,  and  together  with  thefe,  here  are  fojourning  with 
umt  uS  )  both  native  Jews,  and  religious  profelytes, 

pcordytci,  that  ordinarily  retide  at  Rome ;  as  Itkewife  perfons  of  the 
".Cum  and  jflaod  of  Crete,  and  the  country  of  Arabia  ;  and  tho'our 
b  ”rb ihtm ’qteak  languag€«  are  fo  very  different  one  from  another,  we  all, 
inuurtonj^aeitiie  in  our  turns,  hear  tbefe  illiterate  Catileans  fpeaking  them 
liontUifui  worts  fevtfrally,  as  intelligibly,  and  diftinftty,  as  if  they  were 
o.  Cod.  thorough  mailers  of  them,  all,  and  ottering  in  them  the 

praifes  of  God,  and  the  ttupendioufly  f  great  and  glori* 
oUS  things  which  he -has  done,  {utyuku*  tv  ttm.) 
it  And  they  jj  And  confidering  all  thefe  tircumllancss  together, 
the  generality  of  them  were  in  the  iitmoftaftonifhmen:, 
f’.yin"  or«toan<>  as  apprehending  that  the  hand  of  God  mult  be  in  this 
tlKT.wiMimcw  event ;  and  that  fome  very  extraordinary  ftatc  of  things 
u  ‘  was  ufliering  in  among  them :  And  as  their  notions  were 

all  CDnfafed,  and  they  could  not  imagine  what  it  fhoutd 
be,  they  talked  one  to  another  in  a  way  of  inquiry  and 
furpriie,  faying,  What  is  God  about  to  do  among!!  u<t  ? 
Is  he  introducing  the  Mefliah’s  kingdom,  which  we  have 
been  looking  for,  by  thefe  wonderful  men  ?  and  if  fo, 
What  fort  of  kingdom  is  it  likely  to  be  i 
tjCthertmoclt-  13  At  the  fame  time  there  were  others,  who  were 
,nS»  natives 

NOTE  9. 

•  At  feveral  of  ihefe  places  were  in  thc  J  Thefe  appear  to  heen  f  *mc  of  thc 
Idler 'fjSa,  u  moil  be  thatpitucf  it  which  natives  of  ^ArVsr'antl  iiyiiahhunt*  of  Jt-ruft* 
xn*  catjed  dft  ProconfuUr,  or  proper  Ajta>  who  umforftAOtt  only  the  disk-f*  of  that 

that  h  here  dijliogoifhcd  from  them*  ei-uurry  hytiie  apoltJc*s  l  i*  fpccch 

|  Thefe  vr&tdtrfiti  lhingt  were  proMbly  tmmeiEmdy  to  them  in  the  next  v^iL;  and 
what  related  to  the  mi  rides  death*  rdhr*  it  13  highly  probahl;:,  that  the  Jo  iocs  ami 
and  afeenfion  of  Chrift,  tejraher  PharLfccs,  ivho  had  j»alidoafly  durgr)  our 
with  thc  eifafion  of  the  Spirit,  as  2  fulbl*  Turd,  ad  caftui  j  out  devik  by  Iifcke:*tth9  thc 
men  t  of  his  pro  miles,  and  the  glorious  dlf-  prince  of  devil- ,  x;t.  14,} 

^rations  of  j*ojpd*  grace;  and  we  way  up  the  jimpTe  to  rfianje  ihU  op**- 

Wnfiippofe  that  the  apolHei  liiieooiKbtl  of  ration  of  the  Spirit,  as  the  babbit::”  snd 
ti.cfc  tJiiii^s  with  abund^r.cc  of  j^>y  and  u^nrontado  of  drauhv:i  r;cn, 


16 


The  Acts  tf  the  AroSTLcS  p&raphrafid. 


Ch.If, 


mg  bid  ,  Thefe 
men  see  full  of 


14  Bn!  Peter, 
(landing  up  with 
tbcdna,liftiip 
hb  race,  and  bid 
unto  them  ,  Ye 
men  of  Judea,  and 
ail  )X  ill  at  dwell  at 
Jcnifakm,  bethu 
known  unto  you, 
and  lieatkcatomy 
worth  : 


15  Fonhirbarc 
not  drunken ,  a* 

JK  fuppofe ,  lee* 
ny  it  is  hat  the 
thud  hour  of  the 
day. 


?*  But  this  (s 
that  which  was 
fpn  ken  by  the  pro¬ 
phet  Joel, 


IJ  And  it  flnll 
come  to  pafifmhe 
lift  days ,  (faith 
God, 


natives  of  Judea,  that  turned  this  folcmn  appearance  in-' 
to  ridicule  and  banter;  they  tbemfelves  being  enemies 
to  Jefus  and  his  followers,  and  not  under  (landing  any 
of  (befe  languages  befides  their  own,  gave  out  to  the 
people,  more  maliciously  than  ignorantly,  that  thefe  were 
only  a  parcel  of  drunken  Sots,  who  fancied  themfelves 
to  be  infpired,  and  fo  talked  an  unintelligible,  non  fen  fi- 
cal  gibberifli,  without  any  meaning,  they  having  intoxi¬ 
cated  themfelves  with  the  fweet  wine,  (r««* 
which  they  had  drank  too  freely,  at  that  feflival  time. 

14  But  as  this  was  fuch  an  invidious  reproach  on  the 
apoltles,  and  on  the  Spirit  of  God  in  them,  Peter  got  tip, 
to  Shew  that  he  was  not  drunk,  as  did  the  other  eleven 
apoftles  for  the  lame  purpofe,  as  alfo  to  teftify  their  con¬ 
currence  with  him,  and  in  their  turns  to  confute  this 
calumny  *  \  and  he,  as  their  mouth,  fpakc  aloud,  and 
with  great  eameftnefs,  specially  to  tbofe  fcoffers,  faying, 
(“^p'r  ujam)  Ye  Jewj/b  men,  and  all  ye  inhabitants  of 
JerufaL-m,  I  am  going  to  declare  a  matter  of  the  utrnoit 
confequence  to  you,  and  beg  that  you  would  carefully 
obferve  my  words  of  truth  and  fobernefs  ; 

15  For  neither  I  nor  any  of  thefe  my.  companions  and 

brethren  areovercome,  or  any  waydifordered  with  liquor, 
according  to  the  injurious  conftruflion  that  ye  ltavd 
fcoflingly  put  upon  our  conduQ  ?  and  it  is'  extremely 
rational,  as  well  as  uncharitable  and  prophanc,  to  fug¬ 
ged  or  imagine  any  fuch  thing  concerning  us  }  for  it 
is  now  but  nine  of  dock,  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
morning  facrifice,  till  which  time  ye  very  well  know 
that  the  Jev>t  do  not  ufe  to  eat  or  drink  any  thing,  e Im¬ 
perially  on  fabbaths  and  folemn  feftivals  f  }  and  there¬ 
fore  it  cannot  be  thought  that  fuch  a  great  number  of 
us  Ihould,  with  one  .con fent,  debauch  ourfelves  fb  early, 
and  come  in  fo  fhaineful  a  manner  to  the  worlhip  of 
God,  . 

16  But  what  ye  have  feen  and  heard  is  far  from  being 
the  frolicks  and  fcnfclefs  jargon  of  drunkards,  as  all  thefe 
Grangers  can  teftify,  who  heard  and.  understood  u»  as 

-  fpeaking  with  propriety  and  good  connexion,  the  won¬ 
derful  things  of  God,  in  their  own  languages ,  (ver. 
11.}  u,  on  the  contrary,  (to  tell  you  the  plain,  treth  of 
the  cafe)  is  a  dire£t  and  glorious  fperimen  of  the  accora- 
pUJbment  of  Joel’s  prophecy.  (Chap.  ii.  a8,—- 32,)  . 

17,  t8  Where  God  fays  in  a  way  of  abfoluie  promife, 
to  engage  our  faith  and  etpe&atioa  of  a  performance : 
In  the  iaft  difpenfation  of  grace,  in  the  Meffiah’c  days 

which 


*  See  Ugtt/ect  on  the  place. 


NOT 


E  S. 

-f  S«c  fplitij  and  LijAr/wf  on  the  plac*. 


Ch.  u.  7%^  Act*  if  the  Apostles  parafhra/ed. 


*7 


God,)  E+iUpoiir 
Cat  of  ay  Spirit 
upon  all  Aoh  : 
and  your  Tons  and 
yonr  daughters 
fWt  prophdy  , 
and  your  young 
men  ibll  dc  viri¬ 
ons*  and  your  old 
nv.n  (bail  ditam 
di earns  : 

1.8  And  on  my 
fcrtaiKf,  and  on 
my  handmaidens, 
*  ivill  pour  out  in 
tisu(ir  days  «f  aiy 
Spirit ;  and  they 
Hull  prophdy  i 


which  will  be  a  little  before  the  final  diiloltuion  of  the 
Jtviijh  Hare,  temple,  ami  nation,  I  will  allured ly  pour 
out  the  gifts  and  graces  or  my  Spirit;  in  a  more  plenti¬ 
ful  and  extraordinary  mao  net  than  ever  before;  nut 
merely  uppn  people  of  fuperior  character,  nor  only  in 
the  land  of  Ifrael*  but  with  extenlivc  and  abundant  light 
and  influence  upon  perfons  *  of  all  ranks,  »g<-fr}  andfexts, 
and  of  all  uatioas,  for  the  advancement  of  hi*  kingdom 
and  glory  in  the  lalvatiofl  of  many  fouls  ;  iulomuch,  that 
without  diftin&ion  of  fex,  your  Cons  and  daughters  fliall, 
under  immediate  infpiration,  foretell  things  to  tome, 
and  /peak  unto  men  for  edification*  and  exhortation  and 
comfort*  (i  Cor.  xiv.  3.)  Without  difti  notion  of  ages* 
your  young  men  (hall  have  vifions,  and  your  old  men 
dreams,  one  as  well  as  the  other  receiving  divine  reve¬ 
lations,  as  immediately  and  evidently,  from  God,  as  he 
formerly  ufed  to  convey  them  in  thole  ways :  And  with¬ 
out  dtftin&ion  of  outward  circum fiances  ami  ll.uious  in 


the  world,  I  will  (lied  forth  this  abundance  of  the  Spirit, 
in  thefe  happy  days,  on  luch  of  my  people  as  ate  male 
and  female,  (ervants  of  the  to  we  it  rank,  as  well  as  on 
men  and  women  of  higher  degree  and  If  at  ion ;  and 
they  that) ,  under  a  divine  afflatus,  predict  fome  things, 
and  explain  others; 

ip  And  1  will  19,  20  And  for  the  utter  confufinn  of  my  obftinaie 
e"c™e?»  that  will  not'bc  convinced  bj f  the  plaineft  m»- 
Gi-n *  in  the  earth  ntfaftanons  or  thtr  opint  to  attm  tnc  Mcffuh  s  authority 
Uneith';  blood,  and  glory,  I  will  caufe  the  moft  aftomflung  prodigies 
pour^fVmokl1*  a*r  ab°Vf*  am*  terrible  prefuges  on  the  earth  bc- 

ThcGiuthJl  low,  fiich  as  &  vail  eJFtifiou  of  blood  by  the  (laughter 
l.r  turned  'into  that  lhall  be  made  upon  the  Jews  in  domettick  andfo- 
tt n bhiod^  re,gn  and  conflagrations  of  towns  and  cities,  fee 
ktorc  thm  great  on  fire  by  invading  enemies  j  and  fuch  thick  clouds  of 
vid  nmMt  day  fmoke  a  fee  n  ding  from  thence,  as  will  obfeure  the  light 
'jtiucLordcQmc.  the  funJ  and  give  a  dufky  red  caft  to  the  moon,  like 
the  colour  of  blood  With  all  thefe,  and  many  other 

frightful 


note  s. 


*  T;  is  mgniftft  that  fill  fiffi  miifl  be  here 
t-ken  i»  a  very  JimifL-d  fenfe,  as  Jignitying 
only  feme  of  mankind  m  all  nations;  or, 
more  drreOly  and  ifiTmidiatcly,  fome  of  all 
£>tts  and  decrees  of  perfons,  u  thfcy  are 
iperified  in  tins  and  the  following  rerfe,  and 
w-yre,  in  fail,  partaker*  of  iliid  remark aMe 
ciliifian  of  the  Spirit,  aj  a  pledg=  of  further 
com  mimical  ions  to  ptrfons  of  dl  the  lame 
-rh  1  rafters  under  the  gofpcMUte,  iti  oppo- 
Hv>a  to  tb?  TV v/ijtr  notion,  which  rcftrahrcd 
t!.r  fpim  of  prophecy  to  the  JfrM&hi,  to 
that  dweir  in  Jtideut  and  to  the  wile, 
vjiutti*  and  rich,  <7f-  {See  P$t?ik  on  Tt*/ 

\  -i  *  I  sit  V  ii 


it*  *8.)  But  what foever  view  it  had  ro  G-’.j- 

Jfto,  as  well  j*  jswtr  ^  is  ph.io,  from  *  * 

x.  xi.  chap*  iltjt  JV/rr  did  not  under! tan d  it 

iu  that  fenft  tili  many  yrars  ; 

and  he  fpt-di  of  what  'v.i  iiu-.tr  done,  as  an 

aceomptimment  of  tUU  pu>p!itcyt  ihu'  ihc-i  £ 

were  t>ii  Gotfih's  £itu>ng  them  on  wlioni  iJj j 

spirit  was  pourai  down* 

■f  TIi tie  cxppefiion\  m;iy  he  eonfidcred  in 

a  tnetjpliuriivi  fenic,  tu  not  only  the* 

dvthuftion  of  cities  sad  town;,  hut  riio  of 

nalrri  and  people,  and  of  tV.c  t-.f  I!  stinl  crclo- 

frdtittJ  ftatc  of  the  J*vt:  Hu;  hdidtt  ihe 

itccouiii  tiist  JtjHhas  ^ivc5  c;  the  dr^adud 
w  ° 


iS  Tbe  Acts  of  the  Apostles  parapbraftd*  Ch.  ii. 


at  And  it  fliaU 
Ctime  ro  paf*,  that 
whomever  fedl 
call  on  tbe  name 
of  the  Lord  (hall 
be  frved* 


xx  Ye  men  of 
Ifrtd,  hear  thefc 
words  i  Jefut  of 
Nuarcth,  a  man 
approved  of  Gbd 
amongyou,  by  m  i* 
rales, 


frightful  appearances*  will  I  introduce  that  great  and 
fignal  day  of  the  Mefliah’s  glory*  (imp™*)  and  of  his  ter-* 
rihJc  vengeance  on  the  unbelieving  Jews9  which  (hall 
compleat  the  deftruftion  of  their  city*  temple*  and  na~ 
tion*  and  entirely  diflblve  their  civil  and  ecclcliaftical 
government*  and  will  he  the  mod  awful  type  and  em¬ 
blem  that  ever  was  known  of  that  day  of  the  Lord 
Jefas  ;  which  will  be  (till  more  terrible  to  all  the  wic¬ 
ked  and  ungodly*  at  his  final  appearing  to  judge  the 
world. 

21  But  amtdfl  all  thefe  terrors  and  dangers*  whoever* 
defpairing  of  help  elfewhere*  (hall  religioufly  own  and 
cleave  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  the  only  Saviour*  and  with 
faith*  humility*  and  fervour*  (hall  pray  to  him**  and 
to  the  Father  through  him*  for  all  needful  guidance*  pro* 
teftion,  and  favour*  (hall  he  delivered  from  the  dreadful 
calamities  that  will  fall  on  all  the  impenitent  and  un¬ 
believing*  atthedeftruftiooof^fr^/mhere*  and  at  the 
day  of  judgment  hereafter;  and  (hall  bepartakersof  that 
falvation*  which  is  in  Chrift  Jcfus*  with  eternal  glory. 

22  And  now*  O  ye  IfiraeStes9  to  whom  pertain  tbe 
adoption,  and  the  glory*  and  the  covenants*  (RomAx* 
4.)  I  befeeeh  you  attend  ferioufty  to  the  furpuzing  and 
important  things  that  1  have  further  to  (ay  to  you  un¬ 
der  the  infpiration  of  this  Spirit*  which  is  now  (0  viGhly 
and  remarkably  (bed  down  upon  us:  Ye.  have  heard 
much  of  that  famous  man*  whom*  though  commonly 
called  by  way  of  reproach  Jefus  of  Nazareth r*  we  glory 
hi  y  and  who  was  Ggnalized  among  you*  and  evidently 

(hewn 


N  o  1 

havbck  made  irpon  the  by  fire  a  pH 

Amd,'  he  tell*  m  of  many  other  ftupeadous 
prodigies  in  tbe  air*  and  on  the  earth ;  to 
the  air,  he  (ays,  a  far  lnang  over  the  city  like 
a  {Word,  and  a  comet  appeared  for  the  (pace 
of  a-ycary  and  when  the  people  were  affero- 
bled  together  at  the  pjflbyer,  a  light  Atone  for 
half  an  hour  round  about  t  lie  at  tar  and  the  tern- 
1c,  at  the  ninth  hour  of  the  night,  a;  if  it 
ad  been  noon-day ;  and  Coon  after  that  fet- 
rival,  chariot  a  of  war  appeared  aloft  in  the 
ah',  and  armed  troops  made  fwift  marches 
-a tong  the  clouds  all  over  the  country,  and 
famed  todrawiihciof  circum vacation  round' 
about  cities.  On  the  earth,  he  fey*f  at  tbe 
fare-  mentioned  pa  Rover  ■  cow,  a*  a  pried 
wia  leading  it  to  be  Acrificrd,  bmught  forth 
a  lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  temple;  and  the 
eaftern  gate  of  the  inner  temple,  width  wai 
of  brafr,  and  of  Co  immenfe  a  weight,  that 
twenty  men  could  hardly  Ihui  it,  famed  of 
its  own  accord  to  open  aboeir  the  fixth  hour; 
end  at  the  fart  of  iVe/tf  when  die  priefb, 
ocoortliog  to  ciift urn,  went  to  minifies  in  the 
Icmplr,  they  firft  heard  a  motion  and  noifc, 


*  E  S, 

and  then  a  voice,  u  it  were  of  a  great  rank 
tUtide,  laying.  Let  at  go  Ante.  And  one  Jt* 
fitiy  the  Ion  of  A*&jmy  k  mean  coomryman, 
went  about  all  the  city,  night  and  day,  dy¬ 
ing,  Wo  to  Jtntfoimy  and  wo  to  the  tem¬ 
ple,  &e*  aad  could  not  be .  it  ft  mined  by 
fcourgrog,  amf  other  cruel  a  (age;  but  fiulfli- 
cd  hb  werning  at  loft,  f&ying,  Wo  to  me  it 
fo;  it  which  he  was  fmote  by  a  Rone  from  a 
ftiijg,  and.  ftnmediitdy  died*  ViL  Hiidf. 
Joleph.  de  Bell.  Jud-  1th-  vL  cap.  f.  p.  116, 
&c* 

*  OtOing  *pon  tbe  name  cf  the  Larift  is  of¬ 
ten  ufed  with  a-  reference  to  Chrift,  and  is 
charafttrtftic  of  trot  Chriftbuu;  tut  tW.  in; 
14,  ai.aud  xxtt»  id.  Rem,  a.  r*v  and  1  Ctr*  i. 
a.  and  as,  itt  the  preceding  vesfe,  the  great 
and  notable  day  of  the  Lord  is  plainly  meant 
of  the  day  of  Chrift**  appearing  dor  the  moil 
glurioOS  and  awful  purpofe,  the  conbcftiOii 
kadi  us  founder  fand  this  verfe,  ai  directing 
tss  to  call  upon  his  name,  and  fo  fhew*  that 
he  is  the  great  Jehovah  fpokoa  of  in  the  pro¬ 
phecy  w  hich  U  here  applied  to  him. 


Ch.  ii*  7h  Acts  of  the  Apostles  parapbrafecL  ip 

(hewn  to  be  from  God|  )  and  jn 

bighfivour  with  him**  by  the  mighty  worlts^  wonders* 
Kim  >d  the  mtoft  and  signs*  all  contrary  to  the  courfc,  and  above  the 
P°wer  nature*  which  God  the  Father*  Concurring 
fttaiaUbkflOtft  withhitn,  performed  by  him,  in  the  midll  of  yourfelvcs* 
In  your  own  cities*  towns*  and  public  aflemblics*  and 
before  your  own  eyes*  as  yc  all  very  welt  know  to  bo 
matter  of  faft*  and  canbot  juftly  deny* 

*3  Him,  Wag  *3  This  great  and  glorious  Perfon  being  by  the  erer- 
delivered  by  the  nal  decree*  or  fettled  counfcl*  and  unerring  foreknow* 
*c<*Pe  **,e  infinitely  wife  and  holy  God*  judicioufly 
ledge  «r  God,  ye  devoted  to  death*  and  providentially  put  into  your  hands* 
hivt  taken,  sod  that  he  might  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  honour  and  fatLdao 
tion  divine  juflice*  and  make  way  for  mercy  and 
lUa  j  grace  to  be  extended  to  rhe  Gnftil  Tons  of  men  j  fo  per* 

terfe  were  your  hearts*  which  God  foreknew  they  would 
be*  and  determined  to  leave  to  themfelvcs  without  re* 
ftraint*  that  ye  with  horrible  malice*  rage*  and  envy* 
and  with  ftupid  blmdneCa  and  foobhardinefs*  feiztd* 
and  cned  out  as  with  one  voice  againft  him  $  and  con** 
demned  and  bound  him  like  a  criminal*  by  a  national 
aft  in  your  general  council  3  and*  by  a  monftroufly  wic¬ 
ked  management*  procured  his  being  crucified*  and  put 
to  the  moft  painful  and  ignominious  deatb*  by  the  hands 
of  Gentile  Conners 

HWhott  God  24  This  very  Ferfon*  for  promoting  the  moft  glorious 
h!vhi r teMcbe  PurP°^  contrary  to  all  your  expeftations  and  defigus* 
p^nTofdcatht  be-  God  has  (till  farther  owned*  and  honoured*  by  railing 
cauft  it  vu  not  him  from  the  dead  *  he  having  judicially  releafed  him 
l^ilnw  KoUen  ^rom  Ac  pains  and  forrowsof  death  that  were  penally 
Cf  inflifted  Upon  him*  and  thereby  taken  away  its  (ling 

from  all  that  believe  in  him :  He  has  thus  taken  him 
from  pri/on  and  from  judgment *  ( Ifa+  Hii-  8.) ;  becaufe 
it  was  utterly  inconfiflent  with  the  infinite  dignity  of  his 
perfon,  the  perfection  of  his  atonement*  the  jullice  of 
God*  and  the  truth  of  amiem  prophecies*  and  abfolutely 
impofTtble,  .in  the  nature  of  things,  that  he  fhould  re* 
main*  cither  by  right  or  force*  under  the  power  and  pe¬ 
nalty  of  death  **  or  fhould  beheld  in  prifon,  and  not 
rife  a  triumphant  conqueror  over  that  lidfc  enemy*  and 
over  him  who  hadihe  power  of  death*  that  is*  the  de¬ 
vil*  \IIeb.  ii»  14.) 

as  For  David  15  For  the  royal  and  infpired  Pfalotijly  perfonnting 
jpnktth  thrill* 

;  M  o  T  F. 

*  Mmdeft,  wonder*,  and  ftgnsi.Bric  terms  of  the  divine  poircr  and  gondneft,  and  of 
of  Mte  import,  and  art  heaped  togc;hir  to  Chrift>£'b*fng  approvtd  of  God  as  die  very 
j'ljMufy  thegrtatnefs  of  Chrift’s  miracVs,  and  [wrfuii  he^.prnfeflni  tf»  |ms  in  hii  vorkhij 
n  r*:l«our  admiraikn  at  them,  undjrurry  them','  (^e^tlic  note  o;i  A  i ii:,  -S.} 
m  -r  di‘»u«hts  Ilford  a$  th*y\vere-h£i^ 

F  1 


so 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrafei* 


Cfa.ii  > 


for  he  u  on  my 
tight  hand,  Hk-.c  I 
Ihould  not  be  dio' 
Ved, 


flicikcth concern-  Chrifl,  who  forefaw  he  would  defeend  from  him,  ac- 
i?ie ^Ur**  cor^'n? to  Ac  flefti,  and  would  be  exalted  on  a  fpiritual 
Vrfore  m/to,  and  heavenly  throne*  which  was  prefigured  by  hi*  own 
temporal  throne  in  Ifrael,  exprefled  bimfelf  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner*  ( Pfahn  rvi.  8*  n.)  I  have  ever  had  the 
Lord  Hi  my  view*  thinking  and  a£Hng  as  in  his  fight  and 
prefence*  and  having  bis  glory  at  heart  as  my  higbeft 
end ;  for'  he  is  ever  near  me,  and  my  utmoft  confidence 
is  in  his  wifdom,  power,  fakhfulnefc,  and.  goodnefs, 
that  he  will  ftand  by  me*  and  never  fuffer  me  to  be  con¬ 
founded*  (ffa.  1.  7*  8.),*  and  that  1  fliall  never  be  dif- 
couraged  in,  or  beat  off  from  my  great  undertaking  for 
his  praife,  and  the  fatvation  of  his  people. 

2 6,  27  Therefore  I  rejoiced  in  fpirit,  and  my  tongue, 
which  is  the  glury  of  a  man,  especially  when  em* 
ployed  in  the  praifes  of  the  Lord,  could  not  forbear  ex- 
ver  aifo,  my  (Vih  preffing  the  gladnrfs  of  my  heart:  (LuJte  x.  n.)  Yea, 
(ball  MVin  tiopcr  tf,e  day  of  my  greateft  diflrefs*  and  in  the  very  ar- 

vriir^notbuTO my  tide  of  death  itfelf,  1  (hall  Hill  maintain  an  entire  fa- 
tisfalUon,  that  my  body  1)  (hould  be  houfed 

in  the  grave  with  fafety  and  peace  ;  and  that  1  (hall  lay 
it  down  with  fveet  compofure,  as  being  fully  afliired, 
that  (**•)  thou,  O  my  heavenly  Father,  wilt  not  leave 


3  £  Therefore  did 
ay  hcvt  rtjoicf, 
and  my  tongiic 
■MJt  jdad ;  morao 


foul  in  hell,  nei 
th«rwiti  ihouilif* 
f  cr  I  hi  ne  H  oly  One 
to-  fee  corruption. 


my  *  foul,  like  other  ment,  to  continue  (•«•*»)  in  the 


i3  THow  haft 

Iti^le  known  to 
me  the  wayi  of 
life  j  thou  fhjtt 
itiiikc 


invifible  ttate  of  feparation  from  the  body;  nor  wilt 
thou  permit  tbe  body  hfelfofthy  Son,  whofe  nature  is 
holy,  and  who  is  fet  apart,  and  confecrated  by  his  own 
blood,  to  the  work  of  redemption,  to  be  fo  long  deprived 
of  life*  and  of  its  dear  companion  the  foul,  as  to  begin 
to  turn  to'  rottennefs  and  corruption ;  but  that  as  tbofe 
parts  of  any  facrifice,  which  were  to  be  eaten,  were  not 
to  be  kept  till  the  third  day,  left  they  (hould  begin  to 
putrify  f,  Lev.  vii.  15,-17.  fo  I  (hall  rife  again  on  the 
third  day,  as  one  that  offered  himfelfa  facrificcof  a  facet- 
fmtUing  favour  to  God,  ( Eph .  v.  2.) 

28  1  have  an  abfolute  dependance  upon  thee  for  this; 
for  thou  haft  thoroughly  acquainted  me,  as  the  Head  of 
rhe  Church,  with  the  way  in  which  I,  and  they  in  their 
order,  through  faith  in  me,  fhall  arrive  at  a  glorious 
immortality,  and  in  which  thou  wilt  bring  me  and  them 
to  it,  even  by  raiftng  me  from  t&e  dead,  ets  the  firji-fruits 
of  them  that  Jleep  in  their  graves  :  (1  Cor.  xv.  20.)  And 
as  thou  wilt  fmiie  upon  the  whole  of  my  undertaking 
and  performances;  fo,  when  I  am  itfen*  tbou  wiltg/vr 


me 


N  o-  T  E. 

•  Tf,  is  (tunc  critics  content),  rhe  word,  Tenfe  to  lkvf-  ‘then  Tin  If  ut  lave  mj  hft  h  tit 
at*t  v  tre  here  to  be  rendered  iifct  giovt, 

iitid  ihc^rrfjv,  the  hewty  of  the  antithetic  f  To  fit  cvrnrp&Bf  is  an  tichralfm  for  Cs?f* 
tatawn  ChrilVs  fiat  an  k  JiU  fiefi  or  body  rupting*  Sec  Aixfur.  on  Ltv*  yn*  tf* 
would  be  loft;  and  to  me  it  is  icirce  good 
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mil*  m*  full  of  me  glory*  that  their faith  and  hope  may  be  in  theet  (i 
ffffiw****81*0*  Pei-  '*  ai- ) ;  and  wilt  receive  me,  and  them  after  me,  to 
all  unutterable  delights  in  thy  immediate  prefence, 
where  is  fullnefs  of  joy,  and  A  thy  right  hand,  where 
are  pleafures  for  evermore. 

Men  <mf  19  Now,  ye  men  of  Ifrael ,  niy  countrymen  and 
Lrethren,  let  me  kinfmen  after  the  flefh,  permit  me  to  difeourfe  a  little, 
you^f*! w*th  ojxnnefs  and  freedom,  upon  this  prophetic  paf- 
arch  Uiirid,  ih«t  fege  of  feripture  j  confider  it  calmly  as  reasonable  crea- 
licisimh  deadend  tures  j  and  do  not  be  prdudifed  again  ft  what  I  am  go- 
HdSrlttuTiM  inZ  w  fay  about  it,  with  all  the  good-will  and  friendfliip 
uato  this  day ;  of  a  brother  to  you :  Ye  all  know  that  the  renowned  and 
pious  David*  who  may  well  be  called  a  patriarch » as  he 
was  the  head  of  the  royal  family,  died  and  was  buried  a- 
bove  a  thousand  years  ago;  and,  by  conference,  his 
foul  has  been  all  this  time  in  a  feparate  ftate,  and  his 
body  has  long  Gncc  corrupted  and  turned  to  dull  in  the 
tomb,  which,  to  honour  to  his  memory,  has  been  kept  up, 
and  continues  2mongft  us,  ro  this  very  day, 

30  Therefore  30  The  faft  therefore  {hews  that  .he  could  not  fay 
»ndfw>wi»Pi!wt  fbck  things  concerning  himfelf  5  but  being  an  infpired 
Ood  prophet,  and  knowing  that  God  had  given  him  a  graci- 

«itb  an  ouh  t<»  ous  promtfc,  and  confirmed  it  irrevocably  with  an  oath, 
him,  th«  of  ihe  wbcn  he  himfelf'lhould  fleep  with  his  fathers  in 

awwttfot^co  the  the  dull,  he  would  fet  up  his  feed  after  him,  which 
flefo ,  fe  tmU  fhould  proceed  out  of  his  bowel*-,  (fee  the  note  on  John 
*•  l4>)  would  eftablifti  the  throne  of  his  kingdom 
’  for  ever,  (2  Sam.  vii.  11,13.  and  P/a hn  cxxxii.  11.) 
and  knowing,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that  this  rela¬ 
ted  to,  and  would  have  its  full  accompiiftiment  in  the 
Mefiiah,  who  (hould  defeend  from  him  in  his  hurnao  na¬ 
ture,  and  in  a  high  and  glorious  fenfc  ihould  inherit  his 
throne  in  Ifrael. 

it  He,  fcrin*  31  David,  l lay,  forefcemg  this,  Tpake,  in  the  place 
this  brfote,  (jiake  but  now  mentioned,  concerning  the  refurrccliun  t>r ihe 
Meffiah  after  he  Ihould  be  put  to  death }  and  perfona- 
bis  foul  was  nut  ting  him  faid,  that  bis  foul  was  not  left  lor  any  length 
Ki  tn — hell,  oej-  cf  time  in  a  feparate  ftate,  nor  did  his  flefh  continue  fo 
ft- l°nK  «n  the  grave,  as  to  be  in  any  degree  putrilied ;  God 
taking  care,  by  his  fpecial  providence,  to  preferve  it 
from  corrupting,  that  it  might  the  more  evidently  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  fame  body  which  was  crucified,  anti  that 
nothing  like  the  common  corruption  which  came  upon 
the  human  body,  by  means  of  the  fall,  might  be  found 
in  him, 

3*  This  Jefas  Accordingly,  ibis  Jcfns  of  Nazareth^  whom  ye 

lately  crucified*  is  the  very  perbm  of  whom  David  fpoke* 
as  of  his  royal  defceiidarcc ;  acd  whom  Gcd*  in  accom- 

plifhmcjit 
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God  n;r«d  plifhmcrt  of  that  prophecy,  has  rat  fed  again  from  the 
aU  i.ISLr  <*eai*  on  t^e  *hird  <W,  before  his  embalmed  body  had 
time  to  be  corrupted  :  And  of  this  refurreflion  every 
one  of  us,  on  whom  the  Spirit  has  now  fo  fifthly  de- 
feended  to  confirm  our  teflimony,  were  eye-witneffes ; 
we  ail  having  been  well  acquainted  with  him  before  bis 
death,  and  having  Teen  him  and  converted  with  him, 
and  feverai  of  us  having  cat  and  drank  with  him  at  va¬ 
rious  times,  for  forty  days  togiaber  after  bis  refurre&i- 
on,  till  in  our  fight  he  afeended  up  to  haven.  (Chap. 
i*  Ji" " ^ *  and  r*  4^) 

n  Therefore,  33  So  that  this  very  Pertbu  is  now  exalted  to  his  throne, 

beiue  by  thc'right  by  a  glorious  operation  and  difplay  of  the  divine  power, 
ant*  *°  a  of  the  higheft  dignity  and  authority  in  the 

received  of  theTj-  Father's  immediate  prefence,  as  head  over  all  things  to 
**!*?  the  church  j  and  he  having  now,  as  Mediator,  received 

h/hlth fhedVwth  a  full  commiflion  from  his  Father  to  communicate  the 
thh  which  ye  now  Holy  Ghofl,  which  there  were  promifes  of  before-hand 
*e  a«*  by  the  Father,  as  well  as  by  himfelf,  (fee  the  paraphrafe 

on  chap.  i.  4.}  He  has  now,  in  performanceof  this  grand 
comprebenfiye  prqmife  of  the  New  Te (lament,  flied 
down  the  Spirit  abundantly  upon  us,  for  producing  thofe 
wonderful  effc&s  which  ye  at  this  very  time  are  eye 
and  ear-witndTes  of,  qncLare  fo  much  forprixed  at,  and 
at  a  lots  about.’  [wr.  7,  8.} 

•  34  lo!rD*ii!l  34*  35  And  even  this  was  likewife  foretold  by  DavuL, 
lot<r°Kc  hr^wns;  under  the  fpirfr  of  prophecy,  in  words  that  could  not 
h»t  lie  faith  him*  perfon  ally  relate  to  himfelf:  For  that  great  and  excel- 
f-!d  The  LoBn  lent  prince,  how  eipincnt  and  holy  foever  be  were,  is 
j'cH.Kkthoa^a  not  corporally  afeended  or  gone  up  to  heaven  ;  his  body 
my  tight  hand,  being  (till  in  the  grave,  as  has  been  obferved,  (verj  29.) 

3^Unir>iinah«  But  he  himfelf,  in  a  prophecy  of  the  Mpftiah,  brought 
ilool.  in  God  the  Father  as  fpesktng  in  this  manner  to  his  Son, 

(Pfal.  cx.  1.)  The  Lord  Jehovah  faid  onto  the  Meffiahj 
who  in  his  dirjne  nature  and  office-capacity  U  mjr  Lord 
and  King,  fie  thou  exalted  in  the  higheft  majefty  and 
dominion  in  heaven,  for  the  admipi  illation  of  all  the 
'  affairs  of  the  kingdom  of  providence  and  grace  ;  and 
continue  reigning  ip  all  thy  power  and  glory  there,  till 
I  (hall  have  giyen  thce^  as  my  King,  whom  I  have  fet 
on  my  hqly  hijl  qf  Zion,  a  pompleat  triumph  over  fin 
and  Satan,  tbe’wprld  and  death,  and  Ihall  have  brought 
all  .thine  enemies  info  ap  abfoJute  fubje&ion  to  thee; 
that  rbofe  of  them,  who  are  not  made  willing  in  the 
day  of  thy  power,  (P/aL  ex-  3.)  may  be  Broken  to  pieces, 

with  a  rod  of  iron,  (Pfat*  it.  9*)  and  trampled  under 

. . ■ 


Ch.il. 
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tby  feet*  :  Such  an  abfolnte  and  univerfal  dominion 
and  conqueft  as  this*  is  no  way  applicable  to  David 
himfelf ;  but  is*  in  the  fulled  fenfe,  true  of  the  Mdfiah, 
whom  here  he  called  bis  Lord. 

36  Therefore  3$  Therefore,  to  conclude  the  whole  with  an  appli* 
nf tfrvfbioinf  cat,on  to  yourfelves/Since  Jcfus  has  wrought  fuch  won* 
family  that  God  <£erfdl  works,  has  rofe  again  from  the  dead,  is  alcended 
huh  made  that  up  to  heaven,  and  has  poured  down  the  promifed  Spi- 
yatvmaudfic^  r*r*  and  all  this  in  accomplilbment  of  fo  many antient 
both  Lord  aai  prophedesj  every  lfraeUte  among  you,  upon  this  con¬ 
cha®*  earring  evidence,  may,  and  ought  to  be  thoroughly 

convinced  of  this  important  and  concerning  truth,  and 
we  have  now  foil  authority  to  declare  it,  viz.  that  God 
the  Fathpr  has  a&ually  glorified  that  very  Jefus  of  Nar 
zareth  whom  ye  fbamefully  crucified  a  few  weeks  a* 
go,  and  has  veiled  him  with  all  power  in  heaven  and 
earth,  as  MeJJiah  the  Prince,  {Dan.  is.  25.}  or  as  the 
Lord  and  King,  and  anointed  Saviour  of  the  church, 
they  h«rd  37  Upon  Peter* s  delivering  this  (criprural,  clofc,  and 

they  wm pricked'  moving  difeourfe,  the  Holy  Spirit  fet  it  home  with  fuch 
In  their  h*m,  md  power  upon  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  Jews,  who 
and  wTthe'rrflflf  heard  it,  and  had  been  concerned  in  crucifying  the 
the apoftle,,  Men  Lotd  of  glory,  that  they  were  exceedingly  ftruck, 
•^brethren, what  pierced,  and  wounded  in  their  conferences,  under  an 
Ml  we  do  1  affe&ing  fenfe  of  tbe  greatnefs  of  their  fin,  and  of  the 
danger  they  had  expofed  themfelves  to  thereby;  and 
cried  odt  with  much  earnettnefs  and  diflrcfs  of  foul, 
fome  to  Petert  and  others  to  the  reft  of  the  apoIUes  j 
Since  you  have  been  pleafed  to  call  us  men  and  brethren, 
we  bcfeecb  you,  bv  all  the  humanity  and  kindnefs  of 
fuch  friendly  appellations,  tell  us  what  is  to  be  done  in 
cur  deplorable  cafe  ;  what  will  become  of  us  ?  I3  there 
any  hope  of  mercy  for  fuch  provoking  wretches,  and 
horrid  murderers  as  we  are  ?  If  fo,  what  courfe  mu  ft 
wc  take  for  the  remifftonof  our  fins,  and  c leaping  their 
dreadful  and  deferred  confequences  i 
}S  Then  Peiet  38  Peter,  being  the  molt  forward  fpeakey  of  all  the 
Ae*  tT°  srwTbc  aP®^^cs*  rCpl‘ed>  Your  cafi;  is  far  from  being  defperate, 
taptitBl’eveiyone  tho’  TerT  dangerous:  As  our  great  Lord  commanded 
0 f  you  to  repent,  upon  the  encouragements  of  gofpe|.grace, 
(fee  the  note  on  Matth .  iii.  3.)  fa  our  commiftion  is  to 
preach  repentance  and  reimffion  of  fins,  even  to  you  at 
jerufaleni,  in  his  name :  (Lpke  3m.  47.}  Let  every 

one 


NOTE. 

*  Httt  are  two  aHufion*  to  ancient  oif*  of  wikjnerori,  who  isfo l  to  tread  on  the 
toim:  one  to  the  tughcQ  honour  that  ufcd  nttki  of  thtir  vanqiiilbt'd  eocmits  ai  a  to- 
ti>  be  fbtwa  to  pcrloiii,  by  placing  them  on  ten  of  their  entire  victory  ami  triumph  over 
the  ritjht  tumlT  as  did  His  mother  them*  Sic  **  * +1  >5-  a  Sa/n*  *x:u 

^heti  fitting  on  his  throne,  (r  39, — 43*  PjltL  xviii-  3^—44+  aud  EeZfk* 
ATifi^r  ii.  j$.)  ;  end  th*  other,  to  the  curt  ora  jkl  xp* 
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et.ii< 


ofytmjo  thenime  one  of  yon  therefore  be  cjeeply  humbled  for,  and  hearth' 
l[  renounce  this,  and  ajl  yoWr  other  iniquities,  with 
efiitit,*DdyciWfi  tbe  urmoft  abhorrence  of  yourfelves  ;  ana  as  a  token 
rmivc  the  gift  of  thereof,  and  of  your  Gncere  agd  profeflisd  fubjeftion  to 
G  .  Chriit’s  authority  and  grace,  and  of  your  accepting  him 
in  all  his  offices,  as  the  only  true  Mcffiah,  be  ye  bapti¬ 
zed  *  in  his  name,  that  ye  n)ay  receiye  the  pardon  of 
all  your  Cns,  through  faith  in  his  atoning  blood,  which 
ve  fo  lately  fhed;  and  ye,  together  with  that  biefliujr. 


ftail  call. 


ye  fo  lately  (bed;  and  yej  together  with  that  Uefling, 
fhall  be  partakers  of  the  faring  influences;  and, ‘  many 
of  yoy,  of  fomc  miraculous  powers  pf  the  Holy  Gboft  f. 
JP  For  the  pro-  39  In  this  way,  ye  may  warrantahly  hope  for  this 
MrtVo  yuur  dbil-  Welling,  and  ought  tp  put  in  for  it,  a«  cveryewooM 
rfre.i ,  aoJ  to  ail  be  concerned  for  yopr  own,  and  your  dear  offspring’* 
that  are  afar  off,  happineis :  For  the  pnoipife  of  God's  covenant,  {Gen. 

xv»*  7>)  of  which  baptifm  is  now  to  be  the  fign  and 
ibail  call.  ’  feral,  as  pircumcifion  has  been  heretofore,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  promife  of  the  Spirit,  Ifa.  iliv.3.  and  Hr.  ax.) 
Tons  to  you  and  your  children:  And  as  the  tjlcffing  of 
Abraham  is,  under  this  newdifpen  Tattoo,  not-  to  be  con- 
ftnud  as  formerly,  tp  the  Jew. r,  but  is  to  come  on  the 
Gentiles  alfo,  who  are  atprefentfar  from  God,  and  from 
his  covenant,  (Epb.  ii.  12,  13.)  even  on  as  many  of 
them  as  the  Lord  our>  covenant-God  (hall  gracioolly 
call  to  the  faith  and  felloyvfhiip  of  bis  Son  Jefus  Chrift, 

NOTES.  by 

*  As  the  7 tvs  already  Iplttved  id  God  the  iRdtheSpint.who  wuthennAion  with  which . 


*  As  thp  Jtw  already  hcltcvH  jo  God  the  iRdtheSmrU.who  wpsttit  etoIHoii  with  whict 

.  >  if  .1  rf  s1  Al  h  f  I  ■  *  J  _  1 _ t  I  '  * ^  fl r  t'L  ii!' 


Fathd*,  add  !q  the  Hely  Ghoft,  as  fpeakfog  he  was  anointed*  lun,  advert  Hacref*  lib.  tit. 
in  and  hy  tin-  prophets,  fomc  fuppoft  that  cap*  io/  TheSthoHaftsbn  thhpJTage  Jib 
they  were  to  be  baptised  id  the  name  of  ^  tell  ns,  that  Amhnjk  (dc  Spit-  Sai>£K  «b* 'K 
flit,  in  rr3taiouy  of  their  believing  him  to  cap*  a.)  <ay$  die  amechjiig,  almeft  la  itffr 


flit,  in  rr3taiouy  of  their  believing  him  to  cap,  a.)  <ky$  the 
ixe  3  J  >i\  ifiC  Perfon»  an<f  the  true  Meflhh,  '  fame  words* 
which  was  the  grand  point  to  be  gained  *  up-  f  It  doe*  not  3$ 


.  SaofK  nbL'K 
aimed  In  itfb 


fit  doc*  not  appear  to  me,,  that*  a*  Untie 


on  ihrm }  bm  that,  a*  thp  great  qutftjop  .  have  contended,  J)  that  believed  and  were 
a-T'Hiti  chc  UrrtiVtt  waf  about  the  true  God,'  baptised,  bad  one  or  othCTef  tbe  ottraordi* 
«.c?Mo  be  belied  in  (tic  name  of  rift  nary  ^fti  of- tKe  tfolyGhoft,  or  any  tbin£ 
F+thes-,  and  of  tbe  Son,  and -of  the  Holy  farther  that*  whit  waa  ««c(lafy  to  their  own 
t:i£  ivnr  irueGod,  X%  oppeGtton  ui  (alrafiqn  or  tBi  fixation,  pr  than  ChriftjMf 
®H  ;dvj v^-^duig  to  Cfirift’s  comipijfion  now-a^ayt  may  warrant*  bly  bepefoc*  And 
ic!  uUw  rt>  the  (Jl faith*  xxviiU  ip,)  therefore  1  take  thf  iheablng  of  this  pii&gc  / 

Yw*  Hs'risU  ^dnauce  vvas adnitaKlred  by  the  to-be,  not  tfiat  .tverjf  iadividual  of  them 
jiutfcoriry  ai;d  roiftmand  of  CbriA,  and  on  fhoqU  receive  miractdoqs  gilhj;  bot  that  mi* 
the  foot  of  faith  in  lmt>r  and  obedience  to  tiy  of  cjicin  d)ou£|,  and  rttat  Ji  of  (Bern 
him,  as  a  DWtiu  Pcrlba>  and  r?^  only  tnx  '  uodd  have  Jit  at  leaft  -in  jhos  ordt^ 

it  uujjlly  tuprdlcd  by  baptizing  nary  opctatiotir^fOF^fcfrE  i*  notice  ti- 


as  weji  as  Jcps^n  tbtndwtcf  Ckri k$n  pf  any*  viable  defeent,  or  ^iraaiiotil 
*nd  into  bit* ;  and  i his  foppofts  that  it  was  .  dfr £f  of  tb<  Spirits  on  flee  tbouihod  thaf 
^iiihercd  according  10  HU  eitpref*  ihftitu-  WAeat  tbls  -Sme^ Converted  t  Arid  tboczh 
tiou.  'jt  hidt  was/  chat  it  fl>ould  be  not  in  btf  probably  many  of  ttafe  were  preiehc  at  afo|> 


tiou.  ■Ahidt'was/  chat  it  ftould  be  not  in  htf  probably  many  of  theft  were  prcTerit 
.  o«-n  n.LjTveoniy,  bu/itt  the  name  of' the  Fa-  lowing  aflcmMy'whea  tbqr  were  ail  fiflei 
ther,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  together  with  hit  with  tbe  Holy  Ghoft  in  an  egtnoidbjnrx 


ovr  i  And  tjwiefop:  1  take  baptising  in  the  manner,  {fW*  ^0  y*f  **  amities 
name  pf  the  Lord  Jcfus/to  5c  eifpreiCvc)T  .afftrwardaTpm  to  ‘the  cfifttb,  tC 

not  of  the  frrm  of  bapiiTm/  hut  of  tlie  fpe-  j*)  bf  chijCaV-ftiich  men^for  deaconslitnq 
efrt  regard  aim  was  had  to  Chrift  hi  amoogttSmjSvi^ 'ii4  weiefhE l&ejGbdv 
in  *»nd,r  as  J&v*w-Vjbftrvcsa  in  the  Kune  Gftoft  and  wtfdom,  tbey^ ^'thwJ^latlflnSlCtt 


of  Chrift  i<  6odcrilood;  the  Father,*  who  V  that  $  tbeiifclple*  aicrc  hof  fb* 
point  a]  hima  and  the  Son,  who  was  tnointed. 


£h.  ui>  7$e  Act?  of  tbf  Apostles  paraphrased.  ay 

by  the  gofpel  *  j  the  fame  promife  is  to  them  and  their 
children,  to  he  fulfilled  in  its  proper  feafbn ;  they  being 
thereby  to  be  tpadc  the  children  of  Abraham, and  to  be 
ble(Ted  with  him*  and  (b  become  the  children  of  promife* 
even  as  Jfaac  was.  (Gal.  jli.  7,  j,  16,  17,  27*  28,  29. 
and  iv.  28.) 

40  And  -*Wj  40  The  apoftle  enlarged  upon  tbefe  things*  adding 
A^e’tdUrr'iud  many  other  particulars  of  like  tendency*  by  which  he 
exhort ,  faying ,  bore  witqefc  to  ChrilUs  refurreftion  and  exaltation*  and 
exhorted  them  to  embrace  him  as  the  true  Me$ah,  fay- 
. .  ing,  Let  furb  conGderations  as  thefe  move  you  to.  re¬ 
nounce  the  obftinacy  and  infidelity  of  this  perrerfe  ge¬ 
neration  of  men*  efpecially  of  the  Icribes  and  Pharifeec, 
thofe  inveterate  enemies  to  our  bleHed  Lord*  and  to 
come  out  from  among  them*  that  ye  be  neither  parta¬ 
kers  of  their  fins*  nor  of  their  plagues*  in  the  dreadful 
vengesQcc  that  is  coming  upon  this  city  and  nation,  and 
in  the  more  terrible  wrath  that  (hall  be  poured  out  up¬ 
on  all  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving  at  the  lift  day. 

41  Then*  the  Spirit  of  God  working  with  this  dif- 
courfc  f*  thofe  among  them,  whofe  hearts  were  opened 

.HOT  K  s.  ,  to 

*  It  Teems  too  nanow  to  conhnVthe  pro-  ed  by  the  Ijoty  Ghoft,  under  yhafe  h»fp:n»* 
mife  here  meriHoi*ed,  to  that  mJsWii.  which  tiro  Pder  fyoke,  though  PcUr  hicnfeJf,  like 
had  icierrcd  to,  ver*  tCr  iy,  i3.  For  .fume  of  the  indent  prophet^  fi  Pet*  i,  to, 
he  thetc  fpeaks  of  that  pro  mite  ea  thep  ac-  ji-)  did  not  uuderfhnd  the  full  meaning  of 
Cprapfithed  jn  the  eflu/iou  of  tbt  Spirit  only  what  he  himfclf  delivered,  finer  he,  u  yer, 
on  Jiiri :  und  though  be  there  leads  our  tad  no  dirtied*  notion  of  the  alliog  of  the 
thoughts  to  (he  tea  oar  of  God's  covenant,  Gt  Gbits,  uhobferredia  the  note  on  urr* 
ivbiihg  to  his  people’s  feed,  together  with  , 

tiKuifclves,  3*  Lis  fplru  Avoid  be  poured  out  |  It  i*  evident  by  this  happy  efftft,  that 
e:a  stair/vu  ggJ  ouder  the  gofpel*  tbe  cifufirih  of  the  Spirit,  on  Hi  is  memo  table 

difpcnfiM^i,  in  which*  there  is  neither  male  was  fot  gracious,  a*  well  as  miraculous 

nnrfrmrfe,  bauttty^i£u1]>tt£  in  Chtift  jeJost  operations ;  For  h  wrought  in  this  peat, 
((?.*/,  itL  a8.)  yet  the  promife  here  feeras  to  and  before  hardened  multitude,  unto  their 
lo^k  dill  further,  to  the  grand  promife  that  convtfiion  of  Hu,  and  receiving  the  word 
God  m^dc  to  /frrabantt  and  his  feed  Id  tbdr  wkh  faith,  repentance,  and  joy;  thus  the 
fcverai  jjtntrjtioir,  and  afterwards  renewd,  gofpel  coming  to  the  Theffa}&uA*s  in  power, 
through  the  Old  Ti  foment  difpenhtioits  to  and  in  the  Holy  Ghofo  wrought  in  them, 
Ifmet and  their  feed ;  and  io  intimate*,  that  *  (i  Tbtjf*  hjr-io-)  ami  the  apoJHeFnv/fpeaks 
tl;e  gofpel- dU'prjiftf  ton  would  be  fo  far  from  of  regeneration,  or  the  renewing  of  the  Holy 
repealing  this  promife,  that  it  fhotrid  be  cHa-  Ghou,  as  the  cffcA  of  the  cfiuficn  of  the 
Miihed,  and  rake  eft! sft,  even  among  bdtc-  Spirit,  through  Jefut  Chrift  our  Saviour; 
viug  Ct^fe,  as  well  as  Je\ vs:  And  it  U  fT7/« A*dw  fuppole  that  the  ponr- 
molt  natural  to  undcifhnd  this  promife,  os  ing  out  of  the  Spirit,  in  this  and  other  pb* 
Utun^iiLg  in  tioth  Its  branches  to  believing  cis,  it  to  he  restrained  to  hit  tniraernus 
Gl’hIUcs:  For  tbe  fame  promife  it  laid  to  be  gifts  and  operations,  is  to  reprefent  nil  thofe 
to  them,  as  was  to  th and  it  can  paJlagcs  os  of  very  tittle  ufe  to  fucceeding 
fearedy  he  thought,  that-  when  (be  GtntiUs  generations,  any  further  than  as  they  are  At* 
came  to  be  converted  and  incorporated  into  Icfoitoat  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel }  and  is 
t^ie  tamcCfirlflian  body  and  particular  church*  to  raice  off  nil  the  encourage  meet  we  have 
ts,  as  many  of  them  were  with  the  Jr&sy  the  from  t hem  to  expert  iuch  influences  of  the 
7c'wi)&(ncmhcrs  fhould  have  a  right  to  the  pro*  Spirit  a*  are  necefijry  to  vita!  religion,  or 
mi(e  forthdr  chiliireti^nftthtGniA/r  members  to  copvrrfion  and  edification  jn  the  fettled 
Ihould  have  none  for  theirs;  nor  cau  it  calily  Hate  of  the  church  t  Rut  lardy  il  is  Hill  as 
he  rccnndled  to  that  community  of  privllc-  true  as  ever,  that,  if  any  man  hath. not  the  5pa- 
ge*  between  them,  which  the  apoftIe'fp«ks  ritef  CAnjff,  btis  «wri/  fl/i,  & c*  Rom,  vi\u 
ot,  Win),  si.  1 6t  u,  V  therefore  take  the  p,  to,  ii*  And  as  so  his  enlightening, 
(zl{s  giveti  in  tl-c  Fimp!:rafCj  to  be  ddigu*  fan  defying,  cocii  furring,  and  faving  frotrs 


ward  gcnerariojL, 


Then  they 
[ki  gladty  recei¬ 
ved 


a 6 


fie  Acts  of  tht  Apostles  far&pbrafed.  Cb.  ii. 


vedliiiMri  were 
bptud:  and  tbe 
Dune  day  thm 
were  added  mfe 
tkm  thane  three 
Cfaoqfioci  Jodff. 


4t  A ui  they 
continwd  rtcdr 
fa01y  In  til*  *po- 
fret  drfbrloc  and 
£dbwSiipfarfdin 
bmkj  ng  of  bread, 
and  to  prayers. 


4)  And  fear 
came  upon  ertry 
fowl  t  and  many 
woadcr;  aod  figu* 
wmdoae  by  %h< 
apoilte*. 


44  And  alt  that 
bdieved  to* 
gether  ,  and  had 
all  thing*  com* 
o?o  nf  ~ 


to  attend  to,  and  joyfully  emhrace  the  glad  tidings  of 
mercy,  through  a  crucified  and  rifeo  Saviour,  were, 
upon  their  profeffion  of  faith  and  repentance,  baptized 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jcfue,  under  thofe  conftdera- 
rionsofhtm:  And  fit  great  was  the  number  of  them, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  ftrohg  prejudices  which  before 
bad  filled  their  hearts,  about  three  thoufand  of  them 
were  that  very  day  wrought  upon,  and  added  to  the 
church  of  Chrift  then  ereded  at  Jerttfahm. 

4?  And  fo  effectual  was  the  grace  of  God  in  them, 
that  they,  from  that  time  forward,  not  only  attended 
with  alt  diligence  and  conffoncy  on  the  apofiles  preach¬ 
ing,  hut  ftedfaftly  perfevered  in  the  faith  and  profeffion 
of  the,  do&rine  of  Chrift,  which  they  preached,  and 
in  Cbriftian  comunion  with  the  church,  in  all  offi¬ 
ces  of  brotherly  lore  ;  and  they  often  joined  together 
*  in  celehratmg  the  Lord’s  fupper,  as  the  memorial  of 
his  death,  and  in  foteton  fuppilication  and  prayer  for 
foTther  effofions  of  the  Spirit  upon  tbemfelves  and  o- 
thers,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  might  ran  and  be 
glorified, 

43  And  fo  much  of  God  appeared  among  them,  that 
people  of  every  rank,  who  had  opportunities  of  obfer- 
ving  it,  were  ftruCt  with  a  folemn  awe ;  Co  that  none, 
as^yet,  dared  to  oppofe  them:  And  their  fouls  were  the 
more  imprefled  with  a  reverence  for  them,  and  with 
fear  of  what  might  be  the  fad  conference  of  their  ha¬ 
ving  crucified  Cnrift,  when  they  faw  many  other  ama¬ 
zing  miracles  wrought  by  the  apofUes,  to  confirm  their 
leflimony,  befides  that  of  their  fo  readily  ipeaking  va¬ 
rious  languages,  which  they  bad  never  learned  by  edu¬ 
cation  or  art.  (See  the  note  on  ver.  23.) 

44  And'  fucb  a  fincere,  difinterefted  fpirit  of  love 
and  beneficence  ;  fucb  .holy  contempt  of  this  world, 
and  lively  hopes  of  a  better  ;  and  fuch  a  zealous  con¬ 
cern  for  fupponing  the  tntereft  of  Chrift,  in  its  infant 
and  ezpofed  ftate,  prevailed  amongft  all  thefe  believers, 
that  they  met  together  as  much,  and  as  many  of  them, 
as  pofftble,  in  various  companies  with  one  defign,  for 
Chriftian  converffuion,  and  a&a  of  facial  worfhip,  (fee 

the 


NOTES. 

and  iITitl  inro,  that  tbefe  arc  eqnstty  neettf-  brraittg  ef  bread  from  haufi  to  tmfe,  tu en¬ 
try  in  all  a-ei.  See  among  other  place*,  t toned  ytr.  4 Si  which  I  think  may  be  belt 
Ren:,  viii.  1 3, — i«S,  *S,  Gat.  t.  is,  &c.  nndcrltood  of  their  brotherly  familiarity  and 
Kf>i  i-  17, — *0.  and  ii.  18.  and  iil.  Id.  fritrulfhip  at  their  common  meals;  tor  It 

*  Though  fwb'-y  af  bread  ni  ufed  to  would  otlierwift  appear  too  tnueh  libf  a  need- 
re  rrr  eft  a  common,  ora  tnimenlous  Bteal,  as  left  tawolojry,  lu  luch  a  II tort  and  poets! 
well  a*  the  Lord's  {upper;  yet  as  it  is  here  account  of  their  Clirifttan  temper  and  beba* 
bropaht  in  'between  other  exerctfes  of  devo*  vlour ;  sod  it  is  bronchi  Id,  after  the  hffio- 
tion,  it  Item*  to  be  meant  of  the  Leeds  flip-  rian  had  fpofce  of  their  having  all  things 
err,  and  to  be  a  different  thing  from  their  common  among  them,  ver.  44. 


41  Awl  {bid 
;hdr  pnflLfGaas 
Hind  goods  ,  and 
panel  them  to  all 
m<o>ai  every  man 
hid  nettj* 


And  tluy 
continuing  daily 
with  oncaccordin 
the  temple  f  ttd 
hreakmtt  hread 

firun  Ecrufe  to 

houfr,dtdcaf  their 
pietf  with  gladneft 
and  flugknefs  or 
heart ; 


4yPtt:  ling |God( 
ATulhmng  favour 
vith  all  the  pco- 

?lc  And  the 

,'>rd  u tiled  to  the 
charts  diily  fsch 

lilhuuliUij^ed, 


Ch*|if  Act?  ef  tf#  AfOsTt,?*  parqpbrdpa*  ~%j 

the  note  on  wr>  t.) »  nd|  the  urgent  ctrcpmAinpei  gf 
things  called- for  it)  they  made  a  commonftopk  of  their 
-worldly  ppfleflums,  that  t|ie  poor  might  be  comfortably 
provided  for,  as  well  as  the  rich. 

45  And  rite  more  effe&qally  to  anftrer  this  charita* 
ble  end}  many  of  the  more  wealthy  of  them  cheerful¬ 
ly  fold  their  real  and  pcrfimal  eftates,  and  diftributed 
the  produce  of  the  whole*  at  occafiona  required,  to  all 
that  were  necefhtous  among  them  *. 

46  They  likewife  continued*  as  with  one  heart  and 
foul,  to  refort  to  the  temple  at  the  hours  of  prayer  ere* 
ry  day*  to  join  with  others  in  public  worlhip ;  and 
they  tabled  together  as  opportunities  and  conrentendes 
offered,  fometimes  at  one  houfe,  and  fometimes  at  an¬ 
other  f  i  and  all  this  was  attended  with  fucb  a  joyful 
fenfe  of  God’s  love,  and  fuch  eonfcioufnds  of  undif- 
fe cabled  fmcerity,  and  hearty  glowing  affc&ion  one  tn 
another,  as  fan&lfied  and  fwcetened  every  meal. 

47  So  they  went  on  admiring,  adoring, 'and  blef* 
fmg  God  for  Jefus  Chrift,  and  for  the  riches  of  bis 
grace  manifefted  to  them  through  him,  in  the  forgive* 
nefs  of  their  great  and  aggravated  fins,  in  the  renew- 
htgs  and  confolations  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the  holy 
communion  they  bad  with  God,  and  with  one  another, 
and  in  their  affured  hopes  of  glory.  Aod  lb  many  tokens 
of  the  divine  favour  and  image  appeared  upon  them, 
that  they  were  in  high  efteem  with  the  generality  of 
the  people :  Yea,  the  Lord  Jefus  fo  eminently  owned 
and  bleffcd  their  gofpel-mimftrations,  together  with 
their  exemplary  temper  and  behaviour,  that  by  thefe 
means  he  continually  made  ftilJ  many  more  converts,  and 
added  them  to  this  firft  New  Teftament-churcb,  even 
fuch  as  were  brought  into  a  faved  Hate, 

and  flyould  be  effectually  fecured,  and  carried  on  to  e- 
ternal  fid  ration,  as  welt  as  delivered  from  the  deftfue- 
tion  that  was  coming  on  JeruJalemy  and  on  the  body  of 
the  oblUnate,  unbelieving 

UCOLLKCTIONI, 

How  imposWile  was  it  that  the  divine  Saviour,  who  had  fatisfied  the  law  and 
juftice,  Arnold  be  detained  a?a  prifimer  in  the  grave  !  And  bow  gtartmuare 
the  fruits  of  his  refurredtioa,  aiceafiutj,  and  exaltation  at  the  Father’s  right 

hand, 

NOTES. 

*  Allans  and  rKO.MM  here  matt  be  it-  tbu  manner  aod  degree  of  its  eaereife  «, 

grained  co  fiirfi  mcuibcts  of  (his  Chnftian  (&-  - - * — ! - ** - r 

ber,  a,  bclicfcd,  aod  bad  n*Sd  of  relief. 

Htcir  forts  *  all  itiugi  ctrxmQy  fment  ioned 
in  cbe  foregoing  serfs',  mafl  Bk  drift:  be  rt> 
flriined  ip  the  pjrtieuhr  cffcftt  which  bad 
U-iringed  to  fome  of  them  ;  and  th»  gl*« 
to  lively  view  of  the  CHrifttari  fpirit,  that 
ujiit  to  govern  every  true  believer,  though 


peculiar  to  die  eireum  (tinea  of  thofc  dayr, 
anil  was  not  dcGgacd  for  the  imitation  ol  all 
after  ages. 

1  f  Or  frtm  baafe  (o  boufe  (m!  mmm)  mt 
figtrify  a  ibeboeft,  meaning  where  they  had 
nwt  in  an  upper  100 in,  chap.  i.  1, .  Bot  fro 
the  sow  00  vcr.  4s.  of  this  chaptct. 


1$  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  parapbrafeJ.  Cfi.  iiL 

hud,  Id  the  mrraca!ous  effufions  of  his^plrit  on  his  firft  difaptas,  and  in  his 
gracious  and  cfTetioat  operations  for  the  convcrfion  of  three  thoufend  foals  on 
that  day !  All  thh  was  done  to  demonftrate  that  Jefus,  whom  the  jews  had  cm* 
afied,  is  the  true  Mcfliah;  to  fulfil  ancient  prophecies  in  him ;  and  to  confirm  and 
propagate  the  goTpeK  that  t ht'marnaiia  Dei,  th^  great  things  of  God,  might 
be  fpofcen  and  underitood  in  every  language:  And  as  theft  vaft  importances  were 
to  be  dependent  upon,  and  in  confluence  of,  Chrift**  being  put  to  death  by 
wicked  hands.  What  adoring  thoughts  fhould  we  hayc  of  the  infinite  wifdom 
and  holtnefs  of  God,  in  permitting  and  over-ruling  the  wiefcednefs  of  men, 
according  to  his  eternal  purpoft,  and  leaving  the  firmer  utterly  inexcu&ble, 
who  fhidy  commits  the  muft  abominable  iniquity  of  his  own  accord,  and 
from  the  malignity  of  his  own  heart,  without  any  Knowledge  of,  or  dellgn 
to  fulfil,  a  divine  decree  !  And  how  concerned  Oiould  we  he  to  forfakc  the 
company  and  practices  of  men  of  corrupt  minds,  that  we  may  not  be  invol¬ 
ved  in  their  fin  and  ruin!  But,  alas!  bow  perverfe  and  cihftinate  are  our 
hearts  in  oppofiug,  ridiculing,  and  reviling,  even  the  plaineft*  and  molt  glo* 
nous  manifeflations  of  God's  power  and  good&efs,  till  his  Spirit  begin  to 
work  upon  them !  Then  lbrnc  are  {truck  with  awe  and  wonder,  and  laid  on* 
der  refiraint;  and  others  arc  deeply  convinced  and  humbled,  like  perfoos 
pricked  at  tbeir  Hearts;  are  pat  upon  caraeft  inquiries  after*  falvatiun ;  and 
are  brought  to  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefns 
Cbrift,  and  to  a  profriftd  fubje&ion  to  Cbrift  and  his  gofpc),  by  being  baptized 
hi  his  name,  joining  in  cburch-frllowOdp,  and  obfcrving  all  his  commands :  And, 
CJ  how  wonderful  is  the  grace  that  pardons  the  greateft  of  fins;  ami  the  change 
that  is  made  upon  the  word,  even  upon  JcrufSltm~fmitT% !  What  blefllf\g  and 
praifingof  God,  zeal  for  his  glory,  and  communion  with  him  and  his  people; 
urfiat  ftedfaft  adherence  to  the  apoftlca  doArine ;  what  folcmoity  in  religious  afte 
of  worihip,  hcavcnly-mindcdnefs,  contempt  of  this  world,  and  benevolence  to 
men;  and  what  Cbrift  ian  companion,  and  afftftiem  to  the  brethren,  does  this 
change  produce  !--Blcfled  be  God,  that  our  children  are  brought  into  the  pak 
of  the  covenant  with  ourfelves  under  the  gnfpei-dlfpenlation ;  and  that  he  wilt 
ever  own  his  people,  will  give  them  favour  in  the  eyea  of  others,  that  behold 
their  good  convcrfat ion  m  Cbrift,  and  will  be  continually  adding  to  his  church 
fayed  ones*  O  may  the  blefied  Spirit  come  upon  us  as  a  mighty  rufhing 
wind,  and  a  penetrating,  purifying  fire,  to  fill  our  affrmblic*  and  our  fouls  with 
light  and  power,  and  dbcactcus  influence!  And  may  we  be  Found  among 
them  that  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  faall  be  fayed! 


CHAP,  IIL 

Petef  and  John  cure  a  cripple  that  lay  at  the  gate  f  the  temple*  i, — 
’  Peter  declares  to  the  people,  that  this  was  done  not  bj  their  own 
powjsr  or  bolinefsj  hut  by  faith  in  the  name  f  Cbrift ,  whom  they  bad 
crucified^  fa,— 18.  And  exhorts  them  to  repentance y  and  to  believe 
in  bint  for  the  remijficn  of  jin,  ip, — 26. 


Text. 

MOW  Foerand 
John  went  up 
together  into  the 
temple 


Paraphrase. 

M  O  W,  to  in  fiance  in  one  (ingle  miracle  wrought  by 
^  '  the  a po files  hands,  when  Taft  multitudes  were  ga¬ 
thered  together,  (t ter,  p> — 1 1.  and  chap.  iv.  4.)  *  Peter  % 

26  And 


NOTE. 


.  *  Whether  this  wjc  on  the  froie  day  of 
TtnUcofii  mentioned  in  the  forego  in  ^  ehsp- 
tcr.br  fouic  following  day  of  that  Iblcmn 
ar  fmae  time  aftcrttSnl,  is  unccniiu  : 


Blit  it  feemfl  to  have  been  at  one  of  the  Jcmfi 
ftlHvak;  beeaufc,  m;fl  rotnmonly  «  other 
times,  few  nfed  in  aitcudtbe  trnpi^worlbip 
beliier  the  pricfti  and  the  fUtioairy  men, 

ub* 
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tempk»tthfhcDt  the  great  apoftle  of  the  cireumcifion,  and  Jebny  the  he- 
theu££kiJn*f  J°Tet*  difciple  of  our  Lord,  went  up  together  to  the  tem¬ 
ple  to  worfliip,  and  to' rate  an  opportunity  of  preaching 
Cbrift  unco  the  people*  at  three  o’ clock  in  the  afternoon, 
which  was  one  of  ms.  Jews  dated  hours  of  prayer. 

«  And  »  cep.  2  And  a  certain  poor  roan,  who  was  forty  years  old, 
tain  wo ,  bra*  [chap.  iv.  22.)  and  bad  been  a  cripple  from  his  very 
hitch,  and,  being  unaUe  to  walk,  was  wont  to  be  car¬ 
ed  ,  whom  they  tied  byotheis,  and  laid,  day  after  day,  .as  a  miferable 
hid  daily  «t  the  obje&  of  charity,  at  the  eaft-gate  of  the  temple,  which, 
Rle*Wehif  eSrf  f°r  **  extraordinary  fplendpr,  and  fine  architecture,  bote 
Beawifiil.  to  a  Ik  the  name  f  of  che  beautiful  gate:  Thither  he  was  brought,  - 
atm*  of  them  tbu  that,being  uncapable  of  getting  hislivelihood  by  labour, he 
unipk |,nW  ^  ■  m*ght  afk  relief  of  the  religious  and  well  difpofed,  as  they 
went  to  and  from  the  worfliip  of~God  at  that  facred-bouTe. 

3  who,  feeing  3  This  indigent,  lame  man  feeing  the  apoftles,  Peter 

Peter  “d  Jph“  and  Johiu  as  they  were  enteringinto  the  temple,  begged 
fuuBU-1-0""”  them  to  give  him  fome  fmall  matter  for  his  fuftenance, 
aualmh  '  4  Upon  which,  both  of  thefe  com  paOionate  and  holy 

4  And  Peter  xnen,  inftead  of  toming  their  eyes  another  way,  as  mer- 

ulw^bPni ,  cilefs  people  do  from  the  miferahle,  looked,  wjftly  at  hint, 
John,  &ui” Look  and  defigning  fometjiing  better  for  him  than  ai  common 
011 UJ-  alms,  laid,  attend  to  us,  and  obferve  what  we  bare  to 

fay  and  do  10  you. 

s  And  he  gave  5  He,  encouraged  by  this  their  kind  way  of  acceding 
heed  ihito  them,  hJm,  looked  carnellly  at  them,  and  liftened  to  their 
words,  in  full  exportation  rhat  their  eyes  being  fixed  on 
of  dwn.  him,  and  his  on  them,  would  move 'their  hearts,  and 

that  they  would  generoully  bellow  fomeibing  upon  him, 
to  relieve  his  nccefbties. 

6  Then  Peter  $  Then  Peter t  as  the  mod  forward  fpokefman,  (aid 

nUbwiMKr  t0  him»  y°°»  00  doubt>  CIPc£t  money  of  us ;  and,  were 
but  we  able,  our  companion  is  fo  great  for  you;  that  we 
could  willingly  give  you  both  Giver  and  gold j  but  alas ! 
we  ourfclves  are  poor  men,  that  have  none  of  that  fort 
of  treafure  to  fpare  ;  however,  fuch  benefit  as  my  great' 

Lord 
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vho  reprefented  the  whole  congregation  of  bnilktf,  {Kmf.  *u*.  38,  39.  imt^ 

I 'ret  el;  and  as  the  apoftles  did  noi-yc;  kinder-  xxviii,  3, 4*^;  die  fecund  H  take*  notice  of  as 
(r and  the  ahoiir ion  of  the  ceremonial  p.irt  of  the  liroc  when  Peter  was  at  prayer  on  the 
tcoiplc^ftr^je, they,  opportunities  ofTercd,  ho«f*>top,  Aih  *-  p,  and  the  laft  h  referred  ■ 
attended  the*,  together  with  the  moral  paits  to  Pf.  cdi.  2.  D/w.  \x*  At T  and  Afls  v.  3* 
ofworihip  there;  but  they  dpeeiilly  to*k  f  Dr*  Lightfist  tclLu*  from  Joftyhust  that 
the  advantage  of  public  featong  to  go  thither,  this  to*  the  call  gate  at  the  front  of  the  will 
that  they  might  preach  to  the  people*  And  that  worn  pitted  the  court,  which  went  by 
as  there  were  three  ftated  times,  or  hottr*  of  the  name  of  the  inner  temple,  iti  oppofuioa 
daily  prayer  anions  the  Jtvtsy  one  at  nine  a  to  the  fpace  without  the  v  jf,  which  iris  all- 
clock  in  the  mormngt  the  fcood  at  noon,  cd  the  outward  temple ;  and  as  this  jpte  vac 
arid  tbs  tail  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  ill  which  of  GmnthUn  brafs.,  it  w:ts  called  the 
were  obftrved  hy  lhtitiJ  and  D&mtt,  (Pft/.  gate,  and  far  cxuedtdhi  glory  thoft  of  g'fcld 
iv+  17,  and  D&u  vu  to,  13,)  thehrftiiod  tail  or  filver.  See  Temple  ch-  Jtviih  p, 

vzn  at  the  time  of  die  moxaiog  and  cvcuing  ic;}  s*  V*?L  Ihft  of  his  work;. 
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*' l^T*.  Lord  has  freely  enabled,  and  ordered  me  tb  commtmi- 
mmc  *f’  Jeftj  cacer  and  isnouch  more  valuable  than  the  moll  liberal 
Chrift  of  Nni>  alms  that  you  look  for,  I  freely  bellow  upon  you  ;  and 
»Pi  that  you  may  know  by  whole  warrant  I  do  it,  and  may 
*  believe  in  him  for  this*  and  for  (lill  much  better  blel&rigs^ 

I  fay  unto  you  in  the  name  *,  or  by  the  foie  authority 
and  power  of  that  very  perfqn  who  has  been  commonly 
known  and  defpifed  under  the  charadcr  of  Je/iis  Chritt 
of  Nazareth)  get  up  immediately,  and  walk  before  all 
this  company,  tbat  they  may  be  wunefles  of  bis  power 
In  healing  you. 

i  And  he  tack  y  At  (peaking  tbefe  words,  the  apoille  Peter,  laying 
hoal'Iwdfin^W  ^old  on  the  cripple’s  right  hand,raifed  bim  up.;  and  the 
spi  aodlmracdt  once  crucified  but  now  exalted  Saviour,  fo  wonderfully 
•ttlr  his  r«  »oi  owned  faith’s  teftins  on  him  for  the  cure,  tfca  th»  tom 
min  ®  ancles*  which  had  been  enfeebled  and 

lamed  from  his  very  infancy,  were  inflantly  refrored  to 
their  full  flrengtb  ami  foundnefsi 

•  And  h*  low  8  So  that  he  nimbly  fprang  up,  sod  bad  fiich  a  perfe£l 

lfl^uptftood,  ud  ufe  of  his  tegsj  that  he  flood  firmly-upon  them, and  then 
rfwkh  rht^'w  f'adily  walked  about  before  dll  the  company* 

the  temple,  walk?  and  went  into  the  inner  court  of  thetetople  with  the  a- 
lnt-  poftles,  walking  and  leaping  there,  with  all  agility  and 

jwwfiogflod.  ,jg00Fj  Jike  a  harr,  as  was prophefred,  {/fa.  xxsv.  6.-)  in 
an  ecftacy  of  admiration  and  joy,  and  publicly  bl effing 
Cod,  in-adorations,  tbankfgiviugs  and  pratfes,ftirfb  great 
and  unexpected  a  mercy,  which  nothing  fiiort  of  the  di* 

.  vine  power  and  goodnefs  could  have  conferred  upon  binu 
0  And  all  the '  9*niis  was  not  done  in  a  corner;  butt  be  whole  multitude 
SSfra-ndirnfr  ^av¥  him  walking  and  leaping  about, all  inripture,and  beard 
ito,  oh.  him  a  (bribing  glory  to  God,  and  publifhinghis  praifc. 

**»  A*»a •  io  And  bang  fully  fatisfied  that  this  was  the  very 

io^whiAfii  fS  l11811  whom  they  knew  to  have  been  been  a  cripple,  and 
dibs  bad 

NOTE. 

*  $fardnEct*Rf  w«  the  bchaViopr  of  the  commonly  char  miracles  hi  CbrifTt 

Spoftlci  from  that  of.  wfr.bjefled  Lord  in.  non**  indVtth  *a  etpreft  reference  to  him 
owrktog  miracle*!  Though  on  proper  oca-  u  thtir  principal,  aed  a#  the  fend  of  all  the 
Gont,  for  aflmtog  and  vutdlcatlrig  hU otfice-  power  by  which  they  were  wrought;  and 
ehiraftcr  u  the  Mttfith,  ia  human  nature,  .  absolutely  difcUimed  eter j  thing  in  fbcm- 
he  fpokc  ofhimfelf  u  coming  and  doing  fdYesHCTOtribtittogtowaj^chciB^ 

hU  worfa,  ia  hir  Father**  name ;  John  v*  than  as  their Yaiih  was  the  appointed  meant  of 
4>  end  x.  if.  yet  even  fat  thole  very  times,  hit  conveying  the  virtue  that  prod;«.eit bpn  ; 
be,  to  feoure  iht  honour  of  hit  ihpenor  cha*  (ver.  and  fothefe  wort*  were  wrought 

n to  as  God,  fpokc  of  hlmfelf  as  the  Son,  by  hit  power  when  bt  vu  corporally  abknt 
who  ads  In  fell  coucuzmce  with  the  Fa-  from  our  world,  u  veil  as  when  he  was  pre* 
ther,  to  all  that  the  Father  hlm&lf  doth  ;  lent  in  it ;  and  (hew  it  to  be  fudh  at  can  b« 
and  baa  life  to  bimJelf,  and  quietens  whom  found  to  none  but  the  orontprefrnt,  omoifta* 
ho  with*  and  lard  I  and  my  Father  are  -ept  and  omnipotent  God ;  And  that  tfw  tpp* 
on*  1W*  .  v*  tp.— itf*  x.  jo-  flies  believed,  him  to  be  fo,  is  apparent  faxd 

And  Iwiritiil  way  of  performing  bia  mira-  their  taktogoo  nbdee  of  bU  Fitter,  bat  «n^ 
do  thenftlrei,  was  with  the  ioverdgoty  ly  of  Chrift  btmfclf,  at  th«  divine  Author  of 
and  Wtltonty  of  a  God,  whom  taking  any  thefe  cases.  See  Mr.  Jfcgta’s  eflay  towd 
Wuht. of- notice  of  hi*  Father  thereto,  (See  ibroc  further  evidence  of  oqe  frvkwrt  dW 
fbenott  as  TiaAc  xl*  4 j.  But  the  apoltlei  vtiliyt  pajt  ti.  p,  to,  &<* 
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•lmitttbeWioii-  had  for.  a  confide  table  time  paft  feta  daily  fitting  to  all; 
u£?nJibf  the  charity  of  the  people)  as  they  went  in  and  out  at  the 
•nUU  wkh  beautiful  gate  of  the  temple,  they  were  exceedingly 
wooda  and  *-  ftnick  with  awful  aftonifhment,  and  joyful  ecftacy,  (fe^-1 
bad  ^  <  *a*i»r«rt«r)  at  fuch  a  remarkable  manxfeftation  of 
tuppeDed  raw  power  and  goodnefs,  and  at  fuch  a  fudden,  mireculons, 
*““•  and  happy  change,  that  was  wrought  upon  both  the 

body  and  mind  of  the  roan, .  who  had  been  lame,  and 
ufcd  to  fpend  his  time  and  voice  in  begging* 

Urat  man  which  **  And  whilft  he,  in  tranfports  of  love  and  joy,  of 
•u  healed  hdd  pratfeto  God,  and  gratitndeto  the  iaftruments  of  his 
Pete  and  jfohn ,  great  deliverance,  was  clinging  about  tbc  two  apoflles 
lopto'sqw  Pfter  and  John,  as  unwilling  to  let  them  go,  and  defi- 
themia  tbc  porch  rous  of  hearing  them  preach  ftitl  more  ofChrift  to  him, 
herficdSo-  Vaft  numbers  of  people  crowded  together  about  them 
1  In  fhc  fpacious  porch,  which  flood  in  the  court  of  the 
CentiUty  on  the  fame  fpot  of  ground  where  Soiomert  had 
erefted  one  of  great  magnificence  in  the  firlt  temple, 
being  fall  of  amazement  at  what  the  apoflles  bad  done, 
and  at  the  behaviour  of  tbis  man,  who  Teemed  to  ido-> 
lize  them. 

t*  And  wh«o  i2  Then  Petert  ohferving  the  conftemnion  and 
y««  jw when-  crowding  of  the  people,  and  being  afraid  of  robbing 
people, T«nea of  Chrift  of  bis  glory,  or  taking  any  honour  to  lnmfelf,faid 
Jfwd,  wbj  our-  to  them,  O  ye  Ifrae&tety  to  vibmt  pertain  the  covenant  f, 
nfb  ^aw*  theferviee  of  Cody  and  the  pro- 

orndtlPwi  w ,  vaftty  (Rom.  ix.  4.}  and  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
at  Utvuigb  by  our  facred  oracles,  and  have  feen  many  miracles  performed 
am0“6  you,  hy  our  great  Lord  and  Mailer  i  why 
tbbmtou  wdk2  fhoutd  you  he  fo  nftomfhed  at  this,  which  has  now  been 
wrought,  as  if  it  were  entirely  a  new  thing?  or  why 
fhould  you  be  fo  ftupid,  as  to  fix  your  eyes  with  fuch 
earneftoefs  upon  us  his  difeiptes,  or  once  to  imagine, 
that  by  any  human  arc,  or  religious  excellencies,-  or  by 
any  fort  of  ability  or  wortbinefs  in  ourfelves,  we  had 
reftored  this  man,  all  on  a  fudden,  to  theperfeQ  ufe  of 
his  limbs  ?  (See  the  note  on  ver.  <5.) 

,]TbeOodof  13  No,  no,  it  was  not  from  any  virtue  in  us,  or  in 
Ab”btTd’ 0” d|«f  our  wor^*  5  bur  the  true  (late  of  the  cafe  is  this ;  God, 
wi^’ihe  God  of  w^°  entred  into  covenant  with  Abrabamy  Ifaacy  and 
oar'fjtheri  hath  Jacoby  and  their  feed,  even  the  God  of  thole  eminent 
Patr*arch<*  who  were  our  Fathers;  he,  according  to 
ddifeitd upland  ancient  predi&ions  and  promifes,  has  not  only  brought 
denied  him  in  the  his  own  Son  into  this  world,  even  Jefus,  to  be  our  Sa- 
viour  ;  but  has  now  exalted  him  in  human  nature,  as 
teased ud«K«  the  great  MefDah,  on  his  throne  of  glory  in  the  higheft 
|o.  heavens,  twexercifeall  power  there  and  on  earth,  which 

he  has  given  him  under  that  character:  This  great  and 

glorious 


3* 
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14  But  rt  deni¬ 
ed  the  Holy  One, 
and  the  jtm,  and 
dcGied  •  m  order - 
er  to  be  granted 
omo  yon ; 


t$  And  kilted 
the  PHnct  of  Hfe, 
whom  God  hath' 
railed  from  the 
do d;  whereof  we 
•re  wktxfta. 


id  And  his 

name  thro’  faith 
in  hb  turner  hath 
made  this  man 
Atvog,  whoa  re 
fc  e 


glorious  Perfon  Is  he,  whom  ye  lately,  like  fo  many  trak 
ors,  delivered  up,  as  by  a  common  fnffrage,  firft  to  the 
great  council,  and  afterwards*  by  them*  as  your  repre¬ 
sentatives,  to  the  Roman  governor  ;  and  when  be  waff 
arraigned  at  Pilate's  bar,  ye,  tvith  oneconfent  and  voice, 
difowned  him  for  your  king,  and  cried  out,  Crucify  him, 
crucify  him ;  and  that,  in  opposition  to  the  arguments 
and  intreaties  of  the  governor,  who*  apprehenfive  of 
your  envy,  and  of  Ch rift’s  innocence,  was  defirotfs, 
and  had  refolved  in  himfelf,  if  poffible,  to  remove  your 
compallion  toward  him  by  fcouretng  him,  and  then  pre¬ 
vail  with  you  to  let  him  be  difeharged. 

14  But,  indead  of  being  melted  and  foffenedby  thpfe 
methods,  ye  grew  more  and  moie  enraged*  and  perGft- 
ed  in  refufingand  reje&ing  him,  and  in  denying  your- 
{elves  to  have  any  intereft  in,  regard,  or  value  for  him* 
whofe  nature  and  works,  caufe  and  conduct,  were  in 
reality,  and  evidently  appeared  to  be,  all  pure  and  fpot- 
lefe,  righteous  and  unblamable  ;  and  fo  defperately  ma¬ 
lignant  were  ye  againft  him,  that  when  Barabbas  and 
he  were  propofed  to  your  choice,  for  the  releafe  of  one 
of  them,  ye  preferred  that  infamous  robber,  {John  xviii, 
40.)  and  murderer  \  and  infilled  on  that  favour’s  being 
fhewn  to  him,  rather  than  to  tbe  blcficd  Jefus,  whom 
ye  {poke  of  with  the  utmoft  contempt. 

15  And  in  this  manner  ye  perfecuted  this  Captain  of 
falvatioo,  till  ye  procured  bis  death,  who  has  Hfe  in 
himfelf,  and  cannot  die  for  ever ;  and  who  is  fo  far  from 
being  a  murderer,  that  he  is  the  author,  revealer,  pur- 
chafer,  and  giver  of  fpiritua!  life  to  tinners  that  believe' 
in  him,  and  is  their  great  leader  (» afXwr°  )■  ini  the  way* 
and  to  the  pofleffioa  of  eternal  life*  to  which  he  will 
raife  them  at  the  lait  day:  But  God,  his  Father*  whom 
he  had  glorified  in  his  life  and  death,  put  a  glory  upon 
him,  by  railing  him  again,  and  receiving  him  up  to' 
heaven,  and  thereby  confirming  what  he  had  laid  con¬ 
cerning  himfelf,  and  taking  away  the  reproach  of  his 
fufferiugs ;  of  all  which  we  were  eye-witnefies:  And 
we  are  now  authorized  to  declare  it,  having  ourfelves 
feen  and  converfed  with  him  fever  al  times  after  his  re- 
futre&ion,  and  been  prefent  wbert  be  atcendfd  up  to 
glory. 

.  itS  Now  it  is  by  his  authority  add  command,  power 
and  merit,  through  faith  in  him,  as  thus  exalted  after 
his  crucifixion,  that  this  man  Hall  at  once  healed,  whom, 
though  a  ftraDger  to  us,  ye  now  fee  to 

be  fo  ftroog  as  to  leap  and  walk  about*  and  whom  ye 

have 
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fa  *wl  fcoo*  :  bare  formerly  known  to  have  been  lame  from  his  birth; 
wlSi  fabv ^  fay,  ^e  faith,  ff*’  ■*»»)  which  is  wrought  in  us  by  him, 
Hch  given  bin  and  for  his  fake*  has  not  of  itfelf,  bur  by  his  power*  on 
thi« perfect  found-  whom  wc  believe,  miraculoufly  and  perfectly  recovered 
tnce  «r  ww  »ST  l^'8  P°°r  creature  from  all  weaknefs  and  pain  ;  and  that 
'  ’  not  in  a  clandeftine  method*  or  by  way  of  charm,  but 

in  an  open  and  religious  manner,  in  the  pretence  of  you 
all,  that  Cbrift  might  be  glorified  among  you,  and  that 
ye  might  examine  the  miracle,  aud  be  convinced  of  It, 
and  might  be  brought  to  believe  in  him  for  deliverance 
from  all  Ipiritual,  as  well  as  temporal  maladies,  the  fruit 

of  fin- 

17  And  sow,  >7  And  though  ye  have  been  exceeding  criminal  in 
brethren ,  I  woe  murdering  this  great  and  glorious  Perfon,  and  there  is 
thlt  no  cloak  for  your  fin, (John  xv.  2 2.)  ;  yer,  that  ye  may 

n  jidatfiijourru-  not  delpatr  of  finding  mercy*  let  me  tell  you*  brethren* 
icn.  that  the  endearing  Saviour  bimfelf  pleaded  for  you  in 

the  greatnefs  of  his  companion,  even  whilft  he  hung  up¬ 
on  the  ciofs,  faying,  Father^ forgive  them  ;  for  they  know 
not  what  they  dot  {Luke  xxiii.34.)  And  I  am  well 
facisfied, that*. through  the  llrcngth  of  finful  jnfiions  and 
prejudices  again  ft  hira,on  account  of  the  meannefs  of 
his  parentage  and  appearance,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his 
fufferings,  which  were  direfUy  contrary  tt>  your  carnal 
expectations  of  a  triumphant  and  reigning  MeJfiah,  the 
generality  of  you  were  fo  blinded,  that  neither  ye  of  the 
common  people,  nor  your  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the 
great  council,  did  really  know  him  to  be  tlic  true  Mef- 
fiah ;  otherwife  ye  would  not  have  dared  to  crucify  tlie 
Lord  of  glory,  (t  Csr.il.  8.) 

l(t  Bat  thofe  18  Botj  Hill  further  to  encourage  your  hopes  of  ob- 
tiling,  which  God  taming  the  forgivenefs  of  this  great  fin,  let  me  add  *, 
tail"re  ljfd  ftiew*  that  tho’  ye  were  ignorant  of,  and  had  no  thought  a- 
bout  fulfilling  God’s  defign  in  what  we  did,  which  leaves 
thji  cbnii  tiioaht  you  without  excufe  ;  yet  he  has  wifely  and  gradoufly 
VifiUeJ'*  *<at!l  l°  over~ru^  ‘f>  for  accomplishing  the  great  work  of  re¬ 
demption  by  the  Mcfliah’s  fuflerings  unto  death,  which 
he  had  not  only  determined  in  his  own  mind,  but  had 
Ukewife  plainly  foretold  hy  many  of  themfpifed  prophets, 
as  oar  Saviour  himfelf  in  perfon  allured  fume  of  us,  who 
are  his  witnefles-  [Luke  xxiv.  25,  26,  44, — 48  ) 
tv  Repent  ye  uj  Since  therefore  there  is  room  for  mercy,  and  pro- 
cfcere-  Tjf]00  is  made  for  the  remiilion  of  fins,  by  that  very 
crucifixion  of  Jefiis  which  ye  were  fo  ignorantly,  tho' 
wickedly,  concerned  in ;  fee  to  it,  that  now  at  length, 

under 

-V  O  T  E. 

*  77  fid  it  l*rW£h  ijprfrjjw,  may  refcite  ancUh<rcf  iff  !  Stave  fa  ten  h-mh  mLo 

b»:h  to  trtir  ignorance  of  Cnrift*  Slid  liic  iilc. 


Tft  But  thoft 


IliriCT,  tu 

itiihllcd* 
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therefore,  and  be 
converged  a  that 

Smr  fins  imj?  be 
otcedoijt,  when 
the  timci  of  rc- 
fre  thing  Ikdkotne 
from  rhe  prdi.Dce 
of  the  Lord ; 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrafsd. 


Cb.  ii 


ui. 


io  And  he  frail 
And  Jctiis  Chr»ftt 
which  before  wst 
preached 
you : 


uiuo 


under  the  preterit  difpenfation  of  the  Spirit,  by  his  at 
fi  fiance,  and  under  a  fenfe  of  the  rich  mercy  and  grace 
of  God  in  Chrift,  ye  be  convinced  of,  and  deeply  hum¬ 
bled  for*  your  horrible  iniquity,  particularly  in  murder* 
ing  him  ;  and  that  ye  turn  from  prejudices  and  oppofi* 
tion  againft  him;  to  faith  in  him,  and  from  at)  your 
tranfgieffions,  to  God  thro*  him,  that  your  multiplied 
and  aggravated  fins,  which  feparate  between  you  and 
your  God,  (  Ifa*  lix.  2.)  may  be  blotted  out9  or  chafed 
away  as  a  thick  cloudy  by  the  beams  of  the  Sun  of  rigbte- 
oufnefe,  (Ijh>  xUv.  22.)  and  Jo  may  be  removed  as  far 
from  you,  as  the  eafi  it  from  the  twefi9  which  can  ne¬ 
ver  meet  together,  (PfiL  ciih  12*);  and  that,  as  they 
are  recorded  and  written  as  with  a  pen  of  iron  in  God's 
book,  (Jer*  xvia.  1.)  they  may  be  as  effc&ually  remit¬ 
ted,  as  a  debt  is  when  tbc  book  is  eroded,  or  the  bvud 
is  cancelled  ;  and  fo  when  they  / ball  be  fought  for$  to 
be  brought  in  judgment  againft  you,  they  may  not  be 
found)  ( Jer •  h  20.)  but  *  may  be  publicly  maoifefU 
cd  and  declared  to  be  forgiven  in  open  court,  before 
angels  and  men ;  and  all  the  blclTed  fruits  and  effe&s 
of  that  forgivenefs  may  be  compteatly  enjoyed,  at  the 
final  judgment, when  ChnAJhall  come  to  be  glorified  in  his 
faints)  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that  believe ,  {2 
The/  L  10.)  and  when  they  (halt  have  days  and  years 
of  perfeft  reft  and  conlblarion  without  end,  from  his 
perlon  and  immediate  prefence,  which  (hall 

be  like  a  tooling  bree2c  and  rtfreftring  fltade  to  them, 
that  have  borne  the  heac  and  burthen  of  the  day  ;  and 
like  the  molt  delightful  and  reviving  cordial  to  them, 
that  have  been  forely  exercifed  with  Jins  and  forrows, 
doubts  and  fears,  pains  and  labours,  temptations  and 
iruubles  of  every  kind. 

20  And  for  this  purpofe,  God  the  Father  will  feud 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrili  the  fecond  time  for  your  felvarion, 
who  by  faith,  defirc,  and  hope,  look  and  long  for  him, 
(He&o  ix.  28*)  even  that  very  Jtfus,  who  was  forc-ap* 

pointed 

T  l\ 

though  God  fpeaks  of  hU  having  already 
United  out  the  Grts  of  his  people,  {Ifa,  xliv* 
xi*)  and  every  true  believer  ti  ilrrirf yfirpr 
vco  all  trtfpo/jitiy  iiid  juJHjied  front  all  diets  • 
fa  that  tbtrt  is  ntrxo  *6  cvnjtni nation  fo  fim, 
nor  fall  bt  (xmchtlo  tozdemaflitfRi  [Colfi i  13* 
jtffr  aiii.  g9  ffow*  vm*  1,  andT^viti  <*$.) 


H  O 

*  Thf  rfojt’j  of  Ttfrtfii^  ire  thought  1  rj 
fb me  10  rrhte  10  the  time*  of  the  gofpd; 
end  by  others  io  the  time  of  Jerufahm* s  de- 
ftmltuin;  luith  of  which  were  indeed 
frdlting  times  to  real  Chrill  bn p:  Rut  as  the 
time  here  referred  to,  it  exphintd  m  the  two 
r*eiit  verfn,  of  the  time  when  Chrift  ft  all 


be  lent  from  heaven^  where  he  is  to  continue  .  yet  ax  at  the  datf  of  judgment  4<1  tbit  wit)  he 
lilt  the  reftUution  of  all  things;  I  think  it  pnbUdy  rtwicd,  and  pronounced  in  a  judicial 
ttmll  principally,  at  icil),  he  referred  to  the  form  *  by  the  liOrd  Jcfui,  aod  all  its  bleflcd 
time  of  Ch till's  coming  to  judgment ;  and  dTeAs  will  be  perfectly  known  and  cnjo*ed 
ns  the  Faiaphrafc  on  thit  verfe  is  already  fall  tltett^md  not  before,  the  fins  of  hefiercn  may 
long,  E  tuyc  given  it  only  in  that  light.  And  be  properly  enough  ia&  lobe  blotted  otftthtzL 


Ch<  Ilf.  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrafti* 


it  \¥Tx*m  tbe 
heavca  mart  re¬ 
ceive  ,  until  the 
tinirs  of  refticuri- 
on  of  all  thiogt, 
which  God  hath 
fpaAen  by  the 
ftvnith  of  all  hi* 
holy  prophet* 
fince  the  world 
bcyin. 


it  For  Mofe* 
truly  (aid  unto  the 
fidhcri ,  A  pro¬ 
phet  AiaU  the 
Lord  yonr  God 
raife  op  uiUDpoOt 
of  your  brethroo, 
likcuntame;  him 
/lull  ye  hear  in  all 
thin^xwbitiocTCr 
i.c  ibdl  unto 
you. 


pointed  to  if,  *  and  has  been  preached  in  the  writings 
of  the  aruient  prophets,  and  by  his  owrt  pcrfonal  mini, 
toy,  and  the  miniftry  of  his  difciples  before  his  death, 
and  by  esj  his’  apoftlcs,  Cnee  he  rofe  again  and  af- 
cended  to  heavai. 

at  There  he  is  already  received  in  his  homan  na¬ 
ture  f;  and  there  he  muft  abide  in  poffcflion  of  heaven, 
and  enthfoned  in  all  bis  glory  and  dominion,  dll  the 
contain  illation  of  all  things  that  belong  to  the  gofpel- 
kingdom,  which  fiia.ll  iflae  in  a  glorious  rcftoratioti  of 
its  fubjefis,  under  his  influence  and  government,  as 
Head  and  King  of  the  church,  to  a  (late  of  perfect  holi- 
nefs  and  happinefs,  and  in  foch  remarkable  alterations  of 
the  frame  of  nature,  as  may  be  called  new  heavens  and 
a  sew  earth)  wherein  dvtelletb  right  eoufnefsy  (2  Pet.  in, 
10, — 13,)  j  which  things;  relating  to  his  kingdom,  will 
be  an  accomplifhment  of  what  God  foretold  hy  all  the 
Infpired  prophets  that  fpake  concerning  him,  from 
times  as  antient  as  Enoch  the  fir  ft  prophet,  and  fo  on* 
wards  fince  the  foundation  of  the  world,  {Jude,  ver. 
>4*  *5  ) 

22  For,  to  inftance  In  the  moft  famous  of  them  all, 
Mofes,  that  celebrated  law-giyer  of  Jfrael ,  and  typical 
mediator  between  God  and  his  people,  plainly  prophe- 
lied  of  Chrift,  when  he  (aid  to  'oar  anceftors,  {Deut. 
xviit,  15,  18,.  19.}  Jehovah,  your  covenant-God,  will, 
in  his  time,  fet  gp  the  greateft  of  all  prophets  in  the 
church,  who,  according  to  the  fldh,  (hall  be  a  de¬ 
pendent  from  yourfelves,  and  be  fent  in  the  firft  place 
unto  you  of  the  Ifraelitijb  nation,  and  whom  he  will 
raife  up,  (°f  *a«)  as  he  has  me,  and  like  unto  me  in 
every  diftinguifbed  charafter  of  my  office,  though  in-’, 
finiecly  my  fuperior  in  all  things,  as  particularly  in  his 
intimate  acquaintance  with  God  and  his  connfcls,  fa¬ 
milial  tunverfe*  with  him,  ami  peculiar  Initfreft  In  bis 
love  and  favour;  in  his  immediate  million  from  God  ; 
in  the  clearnefs  and  divine  authority  of  that  new  dif- 
peafation  which  he  will  introduce  and  eftablifh ;  in 
the  redeeming  of  his  people  from  worfc  than  Egyptian 
bondage  ;  in  the  deftradion  of  his  and  their  implaca¬ 
ble  enemies  j  in  his  leading  and  conducing  them,  as 

their 


N  O  .T  E  S. 

1 1  hire  hoc  liken,  In  the  Aole  or  *fi-  dered  either  ■uihom  lie  Lessen  mvjl  reetivr,  ct 
ztx*fn7pfn,  itfert  preached,  as  «c  haw  it  who  mtft  receive  heave* ;  and  to  include  fo¬ 
ld  our  copies,  and  of  afw^iMieanir  fir  wnl  fcnfo*  of  the  word  (aroxx raroei5) 
appointed,  u  it  b  In  Steves?*.  Vui.  Milt,  in  which  may  fenify  the  ar.f\nti*::b;t,  or  b- 
Ijx..  sifting,  and  the  atcompUftineiit,  a*  well  at  the 

t  The  Pnaphrafe  on  this  vferie  is  formed  rejierativa  or  rejlilnjim,  of  ill  thing*.  Sec 
to  include  two  opofiniftniM  of  the  pbrafo  Ligbtfi  and  tyb;!iy, 
tn  ejmtor  which  may  be  Tea- 

C  » 
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a  3  Anfl  It  (hall 
come  to  pafs,  that 
fwy  foul  which 
will  not  hear  that 
prophet  ftiall  be 
ddtroyed  from  fe- 

tDOQ£  the  people. 


their  Prince  and  Ruler,  through  the  wildernefs  of  this 
world  i  in  bis  dfc&nally  mediating  between  God  and 
them }  in  bis  building  a  fpirtuial  and  bring  tabernacle 
for  God  to  dwell  in;  in  bis  faithful  nefs,  not  merely  as 
a  fenrant,  but  as  a  fon  and  lord  in  bis  own  bonfe*  and 
in  his  confirming  all  this  by  fucb  furprizing  miracles 
of  power  and  good  nefs,  as  none  could  work,  unlefs 
God  were  with  him,  to  own  and  honour  bim  *.  This 
is  by  way  of  eminence,  the  great  Prophet,  in  whom 
all  your  obedience  is  to  center  ;_whom .  ye  arc  to  at¬ 
tend  and  fubmit  to,  with  all  reverence,  faith,  and 
lone  $  and  whofe  inftru&ions  and  commands  ye  ou^hc 
heartily  and  chearfully  to  embrace,  without  exception 
or  refer? e,  in  .every  thins  that  he  (hall  deliver  to  you 
with  his  own  month,  or  by  bis  fervants,  whether  it  be 
agreeable  to  your  own  natural  notions  and  inclination, 
and  fecular  interefts,  or  not  )  and  (bmc  of  you  (hall  be 
brought  into  a  willing  fubje&iun  to  him. 

.  13  And  the  obligation  to  this  is  fo  indifpenfible,  fb- 
lemn,  and  awful,  that,  every  one  who  flights  and  ne- 
gle£ls  this  mod  eminent  prophet,  and  will  not  receive 
him  and  his  do&rine,  nor  yield  .obedience  to  the  voice 
of  bis  word,  (hall  be  called  to  a  fevere  account  far  it; 
and  lhali  be  excluded  from  all -the  bleffings  of  bis 
church  on  earth,  and  from  the 'Eternal  fclvation  which 


every  true  believer  (hall  enjoy  in  heaven*  -  fc 
.  14  Yes,  mdiUl  24  Yea,  not  only  Mofest  but  fevcral  otber  prophets 
tic  prophet*  from  that  fucceeded  Jaunt*/, 'who  was  tbe  fir  ft  of  them  that 
-  fellow  *fter*  arole  with  eminent  dignity,  and"  that  wrote  after  Mo? 
u  n»nr  m  hi*c  /«,  and  in  whole  days  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  revived, 
fpofcen,hiTe|ikc-  Sam.  iii.  1.)  f  and  the  fchools  of  the  prophets  were 
|Lr. °f  crefted,  (1  Sam.  xix.  30.  3  Kingi  it  2.  and  vi.  I.) 

(  as  many  as  after  his  time  wrote  concerning  the  Mcffi- 

..  ah,  have  fikewiir  foretold  the  things  :that  are  now 
-  "  "  come  to  pats,  and  arc  (till  hereafter  to  be  fulfilled  in 

hts  kingdom. 

.,**  Yc  *7  *J*  2e  It  therefore  nearly  concerns  you,  and  ye  have  the 
|Lri,.rf  (  Ixl  ftigheft  encouragement  to  receive  the  Lord  Jefus,  in 
«f  hope  of  finding  mercy  through  him,  noewubftandxng 
your  heinous  provocations :  For  ye  are  the  difdplcB  of 
thefe  prophets,  that  were  .your  fpi  ritual  fathers  and 
your  own  ancestors,  and  fpoke  of  bim,  and  were  fent 
of  God  to  deliver  promifes  aud  prophecies  for  your  be* 

*  ,  nefit, 

NOTES. 

*  VIS.  Hofe  Dtmmft.  EraijeL  prop.  7.  f  Sec  lor  in  iccdkntiol  (lie  fikoUef  the 
p.  17,.  ind  BMhop  Kiditr’i  Sesonflnixn,  prophet*,  VmivtrfiJ  Hifl&ij,  front  themrilert 
of  the  Mefliih,  Pert  I  p.  ]o,  ]«.  for  •  via-  oceount  of  time  to  like  prcfcut,  VoL  I.  f«t 
dieuion  Of  thij  prophecy,  it  retiring  to  the  u.  ji.  731. 

McJZub ;  and  fbr  a  rdxmbliRoe  bet  ucco  M0- 
fu  and  CbrifL 


M  Yc  are  the 
children  of  the 
prophets  ,  and 
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kiS*/^iWDtjt  nc®**  among  whom  their  writings  are  read  in  the  fy- 
nagogucs' every  ftbbath-dayt  xiin  xxvii-);  and 

laying natoAbra-  ye*  as  the  children  of  promife,  are  heirs  of  the  gracU 
-*ty  ous  covenant  which  God  made  with  our  fathers  and' 
kindred*  of  th*  their  in  their  fevera!  generations*  when  he  faid  to 
tirth  be  blcfled,  jibrahamf  (Gen.  ixii*  18.  and  xxvi,  4,}  In  one' great 
perfon,  who  (hall  defeend  from  thy  tbim*  according 
to  the  fle(h*  (hal]  many*  both  of  thy  natural  offspring* 
and  of  all  other  nations  of  the  world*  be  bleffed  with 
all  fpiritual  and  heavenly  bldfings*  by  their  becoming 
thy  fpiritual  feed,  through  faith  in  him*  [Gal*  iii*  7, 
8,  jr*  .26*^29.) 

if  Uon>  you  26  Accordingly*  that  God  may  fulfil  his  covenant* 
firft,  God  biting  he  having  owned  his  Son  Jefus  to  be  the  Mefliah*  by 
Tai|hd  up  hu  Soit  raifiag  him  from  the  dead*  who  was  alfo  JHraham*$ 

Hcf*yo«!intwn*  ^cc<^  t0  the  flefh*  has  fen t /him  in  the  mini* 

iag  »vay  every  ftry  of  his  iafpired  apoftles*  who  come  by  his  com m if- 

hu'v  Sr  frMD  ^on*  an<*  ’n  namc*  m‘g*lt  make  the  firft 

ttimq  oes.  overtures  of  mercy  and  Ctlvation  to  you  and 

might  render  the  gofpel  of  his  grace  effectual  in  deli¬ 
vering  every  one  of  you*  that  ftiall  believe  in  him* 
from  the  guilt  and  power  of  your  fins,  how  great  or 
many  foever  they  be;  and  lb  might  blefs  you  with  all 
the  bltrfiings  of  eternal  life* 

CHAP* 

RECOLLECTIONS* 


Though*  under  the  gofpel-ftate,  we  are  nut  tied  to  any  particular  hour,  or 
place  for  prayer*  yet  who  can  think  himfelf  difeharged  from  obligations  t<» 
ohferve  fitted  fenfons  fur  it,  in  the  (Doming  and  evening  of  every  day  1  And 
when  God  draws  near  to  us,  in  intimations  of  his  mercy,  we  may  expect 
better  bidlings  than  Giver  or  gold,  which  many,  that  are  rich  in  faith  may 
tie  deftitute  of  O  how  glorious  is  our  exalted  Saviour;  and  how  fecurriy 
may  we  depend  on  him,  and  on  the  divine  authority  of  the  apples  doctrine 
concerning  him ;  which  was  preached  and  was  confirmed  by  miracles,  after 
he  was  gone  to  heaven!  In  him  ancient  prophecies  are  fulfilled;  through 
faith  in  his  name,  and  by  the  mimfimioas  of  his  fervants,  wonderful  works 
have  been  wrought;  and  he  can  as  eatily  give  rtrtti^ih  to  them  that  were 
fpiritually,  as  to  them  that  were  corporally  impotent  from  their  birth,  and 
enable  them  to  walk  with  vigour  and  joy  in  his  ways:  To  him  belongs  the 
jriory  of  all  that  is  done  by  hts  fervants;  and  they,  that  rtixive  the  benefit, 
lEiould  Ihew  forth  the  oraifes  of  the  Lord:  O  how  wonderful  is  the  witdom 
ami  gunriflefs  of  God,  in  over-Vnling  the  Ignorance  and  the  wickctfcefis  of 
men,  for  bringing  about  the  defigns  of  his  own  glory,  and  the  talvatioo  of 
his  people  !  How  extenfive  are  the  pardons,  brought  in  by  the  great  Redeem¬ 
er,  to  the  vileft  of  finnm*  even  to  thofe  that  betrayed  and  denied  him*  and 
preferred  a  murderer  before  him!  And  what  an  encouragement  is  this  to 
the  greateft  offenders*  tfptcially  to  the  children  of  the  covenant,  to  repent 
of  every  fin,  and  turn  to  God  in  hopes  of  forgiven-; fs,  through  faith  in  the 
L onrl  Jefus,  who  is  the  holy  and  juft  Out:*  and  the  Prince  of  life;  and  who* 
though  he  was  put  to  death,  rofe  again,  mul  is  embroiled  in  iuaven,  to.  vx* 
i^riic  all  dominion  ami  power,  till  the  whok  Icheioe  01  his  mediatorial  king¬ 
dom  ftiall  be  finilhed  at  the  Uft  day!  As  ever  we 'hope  to  (bare  in  His  blefi- 
ting--;,  let  us  look  to  him*  to  tuni  us  from  all  our  inquiries*  according  to 
the  gracious  defign  of  God,  in  fending  him  mto  the  world,  to  lave  His 
pit  from  their  fins,  and  from  the  wrath  to  come. 


3« 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Peter  and  John  art  mprifdned  by  the  Jewith  rulers ,  and  Jive  thoufand 
are  converted ,  i, — 4.  The  apoftles  are  brought  before  the  Sanhedrim, 
5* — 7.  Perer  makes  bis  defence,  and  preaches  Chrifi  to  them ,  8, — 12. 
They  difmifs  him  and  John ,  commanding  titan  to  preach  no  more  in 
Chrifl* s  name,  1 3, — 22.  The  apples  and  their  company  betake  them - 
fives  to  prayer,  131—30.  Jnd  God  honouring  them  with  a  frejb 
(ffvficn  of  his  Spirit,  they  w re  knit  together  in  love,  and  Chrifi  vtat 
glorified,  31,-37. 


Paraphrase. 

■^f^ieunwriie  'T'HE  apofUes  having  wrought  the  foremcntioacd 
picr'e.thepridis  miracle  on  the  lame  man,  and  preached  the 

j«d  the  eapwin  gofpel  to  a  vaftly  numerous  auditory  with  great  fuc- 
«fs  *  while  they  were  going  on  with  dieir  difoourfe  to 
came  cpgn  them,  the  people,  for  their  further  tnltruction  and  eltabluh- 
ment,  the  priefls,  who  were  moftiy  Pbarifees,  and  bit¬ 
ter  enemies  to  Chrifl  and  his  apoftles ;  and  the  *  chief 
captain,  who  had  the  charge  of  the  temple,  and  was 
under  their  influence;  and  the  Saddueees ,  who  denied 
the  refurreilion,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  v.  17.  and 
Mat.  iii.  7.)  were  enraged  at  them,  and  came  with'  vi¬ 
olence  to  feize  them. 

*  Brinjj-ricred  2  for  the  priefls  were  vexed  at  their  afTuimng  an 
'li^wapie'  ^aRd  authority  of  preaching  fo  publicly  and  boldly,  and  at 
nrwcheH  through  their  doing  it  To  acceptably  to  the  people ;  and  parti- 
jefn* the refii rrte*  cularly  at  their  declaring,  that  the  great  article  of  their, 
&om  lbe  own  faith  about  the  refur  region,  was  verified  in  Jefus, 
(»»  Tu  im-w)  whom  they  had  crucified  and  that  by  his 
power  and  efficacy  all  mankind  ihould  be  raifed  from 
the  dead  at  the  laft  day,  fome  to  cverlafling  life,  and 
others  to  (hame  and  cverlafling  contempt :  And  the 
Saddueees  were  dtflurbed  at  their  propagating  the  doo- 
trine  of  the  re  fur  re  cl  ion  itfelf,  with  fuch  ftrong  evi¬ 
dence,  directly  contrary  to  all  the  notions  of  their  feft 
about  it. 

i.J^  MdTr^11  3  Accordingly,  inftead  of  rejoicing  and  glorifying 
and  God  on  account  of  the  illuftnous  miracle  of  power 

and 


NOTE. 


*  7t  Iwn  rod  conmon V  that 

this  ttfUi i*+  the  tcrvpfc  wa*  (he  command¬ 
er  of  the  R^rji  ;rt  toilers  that  kept  guarx 1  in 
the  tower  ni  to  preferve  the  peace, 

efjwxially  in  times  of  general  ooncotirfe :  and 
that  his  fear  of  a  riot  «at  the  caufe  of  hi$ 
'Mntafincfs  un  this  ctCAficn.  Bui  U  nothing 
of  thif  appears  front  the  reafens  mentioned, 
trr.  i,  3  f«r  apt^hcniling  the  applies*  and 
as  ibis  of5<e:  h  here  oiikJ  (*  r/*?  t* 


Arpw)  the  captain  of  the  temple,  and  the  Jfo* 
msst  commander  U  ufually 
the  chief  captain  over  a  ihoiifand  foJdim;  I 
rather  incline  to  think,  that  this  might  be 
the  chief  captain  of  the  Jcvtnl  watefcet 
which  the  prUfU  kept  in  the  temple,  whom 
rfiry  Could  nfily  influence  to  ferrethdr  turn. 
(Bet  the  note  on  Iirh  udii  and  Dr. 
tigbtfwli  roL  1L  p.  4ji.) 
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and  pat  them  id 
hddimtotbe  next 
<Jjy  :  for  it  was 
kmw  eventide* 


4  Ho*  bcit,  ma¬ 
ny  of  them  whioh 
bard  the  wonl 
believed:  and  the 
number  of  the 
men  was  about  fire 
thouiauL 

j  And  it  CHne 
to  pifeon  the  1 mor¬ 
row,  that  their  to- 
Im,  and  elders, 
and  ferihes, 

6  AjkI  Annas 
the  bi^h  prieft  , 
and  Cmiphas^nci 
JoJm^ncI  Alexan¬ 
der,  and  as  imoy 
4.9  wm  of  the  kin¬ 
dred  of  the  hlgh- 
prieft  *  were  ga¬ 
thered  together  at 
Jci  d&km* 


7  And ,  when 
they  bad  ft*  them 
in  the  nudft,  they 
isktd  ,  Uy  wbat 
power,  or  l>y  what 
name  ha  vc  ye  done 
this  ? 


and  goodnefs,  that  had  been  wrought  by  the  apoftles 
hands,  they  caufed  them  to  be  apprehended  and  dap¬ 
ped  into  prifon,  and  fo  to  be  difg  raced,  and  fecured 
till  the  morrow ;  ic  being  too  late  to  examine  them, 
and  proceed  farther  aguiaft  them  juft  then 5  for  it  was 
already  evening. 

4  But,  notwithftanding  all  this  contempt  and  out¬ 
rage,  the  Spirit  of  God  wrought  fo  effectually  on  great 
multitudes  of  the  hearers,  to  the  number  of  about  five 
thoufaod  *  men,  that  they  believed  the  apoftles  doc¬ 
trine,  and  received  Chrift  by  faith  for  the  remiffion  of 
their  fins. 

5,  6  When  the  next  day  came  on,  the  great  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  nation  was,  without  tofs  of  time,  called  to* 
gether  at  Jerufak nr,  to  take  this  matter  into  coni) dera¬ 
tion  ;  there  were  the  JesaiJb  rulers,  confiding  of  the 
chief  prieft*,  who  were  the  beads  of  the  twenty-four 
courfes;  and  the  elders  of  the  people, who  were  the  heads 
of  the  other  tribes ;  and  the  doftors  of  the  law,  who 
were  moftly  of  the  tribe  of  Levi ;  and  at  their  head 
were  Annas,  the  prefident  of  the  fanhedrim,  who  had 
Itkewife  bore  the  high  prieft’s  office  f,  and  Caiaphas* 
his  fon-in-law,  the  prefent  high  prieft,  both  of  which 
were  concerned  in  putting  Chrift  to  death,  (Luke  iii. 
a.)i  and  together  with  thefe  were  many  other  noted 
per(oii8,  one  named  $  John,  and  the  other  Alexander* 
and  fcveral  men  of  figure,  that  were  a- kin  to  the  high* 
prieft.  m 

7  And  when  the  council,  who  ufecl  to  fit  in  a  femi- 
circular  form,  had  ordered  the  apoftles  to  be  placed  in 
the  middle  before  them,  they,  with  a  threatning  and 
magifteria!  air,  dcGgnitig  to  intimidate,  iitfnare,  and 
confound  the  apoftles,  demanded  of  them,  faying, 
Since  we  only  have  a  right  of  authorizing  public  preach* 
?rv,  and  ye  have  had  no  authority  from  uc }  By  whofe 
power  and  commiffion  do  ye  pretend  to  preach,  and  to 

have 


NOTES. 

*  The  mm  oMy  that  believed  arc  to  Btfnx's  thought,  n-hn  fays,  and  hick*  it 
be  about  yoc^  ;  and  hefidesthefej  cnanywo-  uilh  very  ptobdhlc  tviiaja;  fn>i*i  J:£f"xsw 
men  verr  alfn  probably  cuimited  at  this  The  truth  of  fho  o.'.te  h  ;r 

time:  And  I  txkethU  joco  not  to  he  inclu-  “  hnd  the  name  of  hi^h-pritil,  but  Attmii 
jive  of  the  jooo  mentioned  chap*  it  41*  tel.  **  lurl  ihc  bir.hoiity  :  iu*wd 

in  he  entirely  nc»  converts i  for  *11  along  in  44  hy  ilu*  Kwiatr  ^veriior,  and  was  iht  ptr- 
ihe  child  chapter,  awl  in  this  verfe*  the  pen*  <x  Jbn  then  ia  ntVo  ;  hut  fit  u  wliMly 
pi<  tint  Caw  ihc  mincld  on  the  cripple,  ami  **  i;ii'hT  the  bflhncte  uf  his  Ltli^r-lts-bw 
hcjri  the  apoflki  difrourJc  on  that  ooeallon,  “  t,  who  hdt!  the  ehi-.T  luiurrr  l:ii! 
jre  the  only  perfons  mentioned;  and  their  41  wdii  tile  4Sct  ImitTiinrns 

^eh'cvin^  i*  fi  token  of  as  brtwght  abom  by  at  letter?,  tim,  ii.  p.  £ri\ 

t  We  means,  So  mightily  the  word  t  This  Jdm  h  yc'\ cr ally  liippofud  to  Ircve 
*t  iJm  1,  and  prevailed,  whtj  tlu  fijnrit  w;is  hetti  the  ton  of  yr-.v-vi  r  *-n  1  a 

paired  from  on  hsjjlii  mar.  of  conlidtr/Mc  r^nk  in  iho;otl*ys,  the 

+  the  Note  on  x.  Tn  1  fyw.i  fkiiie  lira:  J; /  vfs 

vatL  v.*r  dvU  Mr 
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fl  Then  Peier, 
filkil  wiili  \ Ur  Ho¬ 
ly  ('I’oft/aid  un¬ 
til  them, Ye  rolers 
pi  the  p^plr^iiii 
ciders  of  linel, 


p  If  wethisday 
beex^ioedof  the 
good  dnd  dene  to 

t*V  impose  Jit  man* 

by  m.anthc 
is  made  whole ; 


joTfru  known 
nntoyou  n)K  and 

iVi  the  ptop'-il  of 

Jfrjrl*  that  by  the 
r^Jiie  of  Jefps 
Chrift  of  Nzta- 
Kill  ,  xrhom  ye 
crucified  t  whom 
1-od  railed  from 
the  dead,  even  hy 
UH:  do;h  r  his 

nun  iLud  here 
bdoio  j  ufl  vhuk 


1.1  This  i*  the 
ftonc  which  was 
let  at  noueht  of 
you 


have  cured  a  cripple,  to  gain  credit  to  your  do£trinc? 
*  And  whole  name  did  ye  make  raeiuioq  of*  for  ob* 
raining  virnie  to  do  it  i 

8  Then  /V/it,  being  under  the  immediate  guidance 
and  extraordinary  influence  of  the  Spirit,  according  to 
Chrifl's  protnifr,  [Mark  xiii.  n.)  faid  to  them,  (John 
at  To  concurring)  with  a  refpe&ful  freedom  and  un¬ 
daunted  courage,  Being  called  upon  to  anfwerfor  our- 
feives  by  your  auguft  and  venerable  body,  O  ye  chief 
priefls  ami  ciders  of  God's  people  J/raei7  we  are  chear- 
fully  willing  to  give  you  all  defirabie  farisfadton* 

9  Since  >ve  are  now  brought  before  you  to  be  exa- 
mined,  as  though  wc  were  criminals,  about  the  cure 
of  the  poor  cripple,  the  nature  of  the  cafe  fpeaks  for 
itfdf,  that  it  was  fo  far  from  being  culpable,  as  to  be 
really  an  adt  of  the  greateft  mercy  and  goodnefs:  And 
fincc  ye  farther  inquire,  by  what  power  he  is  now  heal¬ 
ed  ; 


lo  We  readily  declare/  and  folemnly  avow  to  this 
whole  aiTcmbly,  and  make  no  fcruplc  of  publHhing  it 
to  all  the  Jewst  eamcftly  defiring  both  you  and  them 
to  take  particular  notice  of  it,  as  a  matter  of  the  utv 
molt  confequence,  in  which  everyone,  from  the  high- 
elt  to  the  lowefl,  is  nearly  concerned;  and  God  will 
make  it  known,  whether  ye  believe  it  or  not,  that,  as 
we  before  declared  to  the  people,  {chap*  iii.  1 6.)  it  is 
by  the  authority  and  power  of  the  great  anointed  Savi¬ 
our,  whom  ye*  by  way  of  contempt,  called  Jefus  of 
Nazareth  s  and  whom  ye,  not  long  fuice,  crucified; 
but  whem  God  owned  as  his  righteous  and  dear  Son, 
and  as  the  King  of  IjracU  by  railing  him  from  the 
dead  ;  it  is,  we  roundly  aver  and  Hand  to  ir,  by  him, 
and  him  only,  not  by  ufing  his  name  as  a  charm,  but  by 
faith  in  him,  and  by  virtue  derived  from  him,  that  this 
before- impotent  man  is  now  reftored  to  the  full  ftrength 
and  ufe  of  bis  limbs,  and  is  here  Handing  in  your  pre¬ 
fence,  that  ye  may  behold  the  cure  which  is  wrought 
upon  him,  and  may  alk  him  what  queftions  ye  ple^fe, 
to  fatisfy  yourfelves  about  it. 

ij  This  Jcfus,  as  he  himfelf  alfo  intimated,  (Matth 
xxi.  47.)  is  he  who  was  fpoken  of  in  a  prophecy  of 
the  Mcfliah,  (Pfai*  cxviib  23*)  under  the  figure  of  the 
Aoue  which  was  defpifed  and  rejected  by  you  the  cbi|f 

priefta 

VOTE* 


m  Some  have  ihonght  thr.t  they  hirtin  re*  cures;  and  that  the  meaning  of  their  que- 
fcrrrd  to  the  ruftain  of  Jcvifi  exorcifts,  ftiou  mis.  By  mentioning  of  what  name 
fnme  of  .which  jnvuLd  ar  mciujotiftl  S3h*  have  ye  cured  this  dud?  as  if  they  had  done 
T-4B,  as  other*  lifter  war  J  did  the  rrsrntf  It  by  a  fbtt  of  chat  in* 

xix.  ij*)  for  voting  tahaeuloua 
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you  '  boffilaa*  ^ 
which  h  become 
the  head  of  die  cor* 
oer* 


r*  Neither  « 

there  faW.irion  in 
any  other  :  for 
ikitttnoncolhn 
jurat  tinder  bea- 
ven,  given  among 
ffiCii,  thereby  wC 
fliuft  he  fayed. 


r )  Now,  when 
they  fawthebold- 
ncli  of  J\tcr  and 
John,  and  percci- 
vUihat  they  were 
crilr^rn;ii  anti  ig- 
porijjt  cm,  they 
.marvel- 


E  Hefts  and  rulers,  who,  by  Aation  and  office,  ought  to 
e,  and  who  profefs  to  be,  the  builders  of  God's  living 
temple,  the  chnrcb ;  and  he  ii  now,  by  his  refurrec- 
tion  from  the  dead,  placed  as  its  foundation,  and  chief 
comer-ftone,  for  knitting  and  fupporting  all  the  parts 
of  the  fpiritual  houfe,  which  reds  entirely  upon  him.  1 
11  Nor  is  the  fpiritual  and  4  eternal  fetation,  to 
which  bts  being  the  head  of  the  corner  principally  rev 
fers,  to  he  found  in  any  one  wbatfoever  be  (ides  him* 
felf :  For  there  is  no  other  perfon  of  fufficient  dignity, 
merit,  and  power,  whofe  name  can  be  pleaded,  or  de¬ 
pended  upon,  for  fetation  ;  or  whom  God  has  graci- 
oufly  appointed  and  granted  to  the  men’  of  this  lower 
world,  by  whom  (*«)  it  is  fit,  or  meet,  and  worthy  of 
God,  that  any  of  us  (hould  be  faved  j  or  by  whom  we 
ought  to  espeft,  or  ever  can  have,  deliverance  from 
fin  and  mifery,  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the 
wrath  to  come. 

13  Now  when  the  council  obferved  (™  the 

liberty  of  fpirit,  and  undaunted  courage,  and  the  free* 
dom  and  fluency  of  expreflion  with  which  the  two  apo* 
flies,  Peter  and  John,  fpoke  to  the  fupreme  court  pf 
the  JewiJb  nation,  before  which  they  were  arraigned 
as  malefadtors,  that  could  cxpeCk  no  favour  from  them  $ 
and  when  they  underflood  that  they  were  perfons  of  no 
polite  education  in  the  fchools,  or  at  the  feet  of  any  of 
their  do&ors,  but  were  private  obfeure  filhermcn,  even 

idiots, 


NOTE. 


*  Pjw r's  tRcr,*iR(;ingChr:A  as  the  ke&d  vf 
JK+Mrntr,  naturally  Ifri  to  the  thought  of  a 
iprrhval  and  eternal  fitlvation,  which  It  v» 
Lunik's  principal  defijo  to  bripg  in,  apd 
uirli  a  relation  to  whii  alone  this,  ud  its 
Limbed  phuft,  the  thief  is  >1* 

ways  uicJ  hy  6nr  Lord  and  hi$  ipoitlei; 
(ort  Isa tjbe  fitf*  t;,  Kfh,  ii.  *■,  ***  and 
1  Pet*  ti*  fi,  7,}  And  this  Ipiritoal  benefit 
ii  called  folvation  about  forty  times  in  the 
New  Trfbmcid  ;  whereas  I  do  not  find,  that 
ir  once  nfci  the  noun  (rsfjspa)  fahtaHev  for 
niracubw  rum,  tto  nor  fur  merely  any 
temporal  deliverance  at  all,  tin  left  in  wfffs 
vii.  xj.  where  Stephen  fays,  that  Mofet 
fifed  his  brtibnn  vtoutd  hive  undersold  fow 
that  God  by  his  bfitd  would  deliver  them  ;  or, 
45  it  h  in  the  Gwl,  (*rfvrrv  aevtof  rxlupm) 
n*wld  jhie  falvatim  to  jtrm  :  And  even  (hat 
dtiivcracce  might  be  called  by  this  name, 
k.cauic  it  was  typical  of  the  more  glorious 
owe  by  Jcfiis  Qirirt  ;  and  the  apoftle  Peter 
here  Ijiuks  of  a  Jalv&fion  which  every  «iu 
includiir;*  himicif  and  all  Iff  jet  i 
Ji-.it  furcly  it  rms lil  not  be  faul  of  hlmfetf  and 
*hs  whole  caiMril,  iind  of  all  the  people  of 
j \}-ecl,  (ver.  Jo  )  ilut  they  needed  mWt~u- 
k-iii  titnuMKof  Chrirt,  by  which, 


in  thai  icfpcd,  they  raufl  be  faved  :  (n  u 
la  I  thrrcfofc  ern  by  no 

mean?  think  that  this  lining  and  lively  pif* 
fagr  if  to  be  funk  and  tdlraiutd,  ufonic 
Contend  that  it  ihould,  to  (he  eafc  of  work¬ 
ing  miracle?:  On  the  other  hand,  there 
Teems  to  me  to  he  a  great  beauty  in  the  oo- 
rnbon  that  thr  uptifUe  look,  rad  in  tb*  £T4- 
darioq  that  he  picnic,  from  the  temporal  de¬ 
li  veranee  which  had  been  wrought  in  heal¬ 
ing  the  poor  cripple  hy  the  power  of  Chrilt, 
to  that  of  a  much  nobler  and  more  impor¬ 
tant  kind,  which  is  brought  in  by  Chrirt  to 
impotent  atnl  fmful  fouls;  he  therein  fol¬ 
lowing  the  admirable  cufVom  of  bis  gnu 
I*ord  and  Mailer,  who  often  tool  occafioa 
from  earthly  tofpcakuf  rpiriniii  things*  as 
particularly  when,  upon  his  having  men¬ 
tioned  the  miracle  of  the  loaves,  hr  difa 
courfcd  at  large  concerning  himldf  as  the 
bread  of  life,  {Jib*  vt.  ad,— 5*0  But  if 
miracnbnt  rnmime  like  wifi:  included  in  the 
apofllt’s  dtlign,  it  plainly  Jhews,  as  Dr/FTfctfj 
obferves,  that  no  ime  mi  racks  lure  been 
ever  done  finoc  Chrill's  afeenfion,  by  an  iu- 
v oral Lun  of  the  names  of  faints,  as  Is  pre¬ 
tended  by  the  church  of  Rome  -■  For  there  is 
no  ether  by  which  they  cm  be  '.vrong:;* 
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imrrcHed  ;  and 
they  look  knovr- 
kdgcgftbcm  that 
the?  hadbeen  with 
Jctaa* 


14  And  hc- 
IiolJ:.ng  the  mart 
which  w*s  h«l* 
cd,  Ending  with 
them,  they  could 
fay  nothing  i- 
gaiiHl  it. 

t,  But,  vrfien 
they  had  com* 
mandcd  them  to 
ff>  slide  out  of 
the  council,  they 
cortcrrrd  among 
lltrmfcl-irci* 
t<sSa\  Lsg,  WItfi 
{hall  wc  iio  c  l>  thefe 
men  ?  forthiitin- 
deed  j  notable  roi- 
fadt  hath  been 
done  by  them  is 
BJanileft  to  all 
fhemthat  dwell  in 

jenifaltnu  ;  and 
ue  cannot  dcuy  lA 


if  But,  that  it 
fprtttd  no  further 
among  the  peo-* 
pic,  let  D^itraldf 
threaten  diem  , 

th*t  they  ffxak 
htnatonh  to  no 
awn  imhif  name* 


iB  .And  they 
called  il.ccn,  and 
commui'idthoD 
not  tofpcahataJI, 
nc;  teach  in  the 
twnc  «f  Jtfus* 
*9  Hut  Peter 
ard  John  anfver* 
cd 


Idiots,  (rfisrwi)  as  t0  human  fcience,  compared  with  them* 
felves  ;  they  were  exceedingly  amazed,  and  knew  not  how 
to  account  for  the  wifdom,  tpirit,  and  firmnef&of  mind 
that  appeared  in  them,  till  they  recollefred  that  they 
had  been  formerly  feen  in  company  with  Jefus,  as  bis 
followers  and  difciplcs,  and  had  been  brought  up  on* 
der  him,  in  whole  name  they  had  preached,  and 
wrought  the  cure* 

14  And  the  council,  at  the  fame  time,  feeing  the 
man  Hand  before  them  perfectly  found' and  whole,  who 
till  then  had  continued  fo  lame,  for  forty  years  toge¬ 
ther,  as  not  to  be  able  to  do  any  thing  like  it  before ; 
they  could  lay  nothing  againft  the  miracle,  either  to 
depredate,  or  confute  it* 

15,  1 6  However,  being  flung  in  their  conferences, 
and  filled  with  envy,  they,  inlicad  of  fecKing  after  fa!* 
vation  by  Jefus  Chrifl,  according  to  the  apoftles  doc¬ 
trine,  rcfolved  to  put  what  flop  they  could  to  tbeir 
preaching;  and,  ordering  them  to  withdraw  from  the 
court,  they  entered  into  a  dofe  confultacion  about 
them,  faying,  What  courfe  fhall  we  take  with  thefe 
men?  or,  wbat  can  we  do  to  them,,  who  are  like  to 
give  us  as  much  trouble  as  ever  we  met  with  from  Je¬ 
fus  himfeif  ?  For  that  they  really  have  performed  a  ve¬ 
ry  famous  miracle,  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  is  publicly 
known  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  great  metropolis, 
fo  that  we  cannot  hufb  it  up  ;  and  the  fa£t  is  fo  plain 
and  evident  in  all  the  circum  fiances  of  it,  that  it  is  ro 
no  manner  of  purpofe  for  us  to  go  about  to  deny  it, 
and  to  punifh  them  for  it;  it  woold  be  only  oepofing 
our  own  chaia&er,  and  enraging  the  people  againft  us, 
to  attempt  any  thing  of  this  kind* 

17  But  that  they  may  nor  propagate  the  fiery,  and 
their  own  notions  with  it,  to  gain  profolytcs,  and  make 
people  think  highly  of  Jefus,  and  with  indignation  of 
us,  as  though  we  bad  murdered  the  beft  of  men,  if  not 
one  that  was  more  than  a  man  ;  let  us  fend  for  them  in, 
and  feverely  charge  them,  upon  pain  of  our  utmoft  dif- 
pleafurc,  never  to  publilh  their  do£trine  concerning  him 
again;  no,  nor  fo  much  as  fpeak  of  it  in  private  to  any 
man  whatfoever;  nor  to  pretend  that  they  have  his 'coflQ- 
million  for  it,  or  have  power  from  him  to  work  miracles* 

18  Accordingly,  they  ordered  them  to  be  called  into 
court,  and  then  ftri£Uy  enjoined  them,  at  their  peril, 
never  to  open  tbeir  Ups  again,  or  preach  any  more,  ei* 
thcr  publicly  or  privately,  about  Jefus  under  pretence 
of  authority  from  him  ro  fpread  the  glory  of  his  name* 

jp  But  both  Pater  and  Jobn%  in  reply,  fold  to  them, 

with 


Ch>  W, 

id  aad  fiid  onto 
then,  Whoherit 
vrightinthrGgh* 
>f  God  to  hearken 
jn:o  yaa  okho 
iUD  unto  God  T 
Mtige  ye* 


to  For  v*  tin* 
i*x  but  fpcii  the 
jhingi  which  wc 
invc  frin  and 
^Jid. 


%t  $a  >  when 
they  had  further 
threatened  tbesi, 
shir  let  them  go, 
fimjing  nothing 
luiw  they  imglu 
jnmifli  tlum,  be* 
i^ttfe  of  the  |i«o- 
ple  ;  for  all  men 
glorified  God  for 
thjt  which  vu 
Hong, 


ii  Fottheman 
va*  above  forty 
year*  old ,  on 
whom  this  min* 
cicof  healing  was 


1}  And,  being 
w*  go,  they  went 
to 
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with  a  noble  and  undaunted  fortitude  of  fpirtt,  and  with 
the  molt  pointed  reasoning.  Though  ve  would  pay  you 
all  becoming  deference,  yet  whether  we  can  acquit 
ourfef  tee  to  our  own  confidences,  and  do  juftice  to  truth 
and  to  mankind,  or  whether  it  be  lawful  and  right,  in 
the  fight  of  the  infinitely  wife  and  holy  Creator  and 
Governor,  and  impartial  Judge  of  the  whole  world,  to 
whom  we  muft  be  accountable  i  whether,  we  fay,  it 
be  any  wtiye  justifiable  for  us  to  comply  witb  your  or¬ 
ders,  rather  thao  pay  obedience  to  hie  erprefe  commands, 
whofe  authority  is  undoubtedly  fuperior  to  all  human 
injunctions  wbatfoemr,  and  who  we  are  absolutely  fure 
has  charged  us  to  preach  the  very  doctrine  which  ye  for¬ 
bid  us  to  mention  ;  we  appeal  to  your  own  consciences 
to  determine,  and  leave  it  with  yourfelves  to  judge,  as 
ever  ye  will  anfwer  it  at  the  great  day  of  account. 

30  For,  as  to  ourfelves,  we  tbink  this  point  admits 
of  no  debate;  and  we  neither  dare,  nor  can  fubmit  to  a 
decree,  fo  utterly  inconliftent  with  our  allegiaoce  unto 
God  himfelf;  nor  refrain  publifhing  the  great  and  im¬ 
portant  things,  pertaining  to  the  (alvation  of  loft  Tinners, 
which  we  onrfelves  have  been  eye-witnefles  of,  and  have 
heard  from  the  mouth  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  and  have  ex¬ 
perienced  the  power  and.goodncls  of  in  our  own  fouls* 

at  The  f.mhedrim  finding  that  there  was  no  dealing 
with  thefe  men  in  a  way  of  argument,  Chrift  having 
given  them  a  mouth  and  vrifthm,  which  all  their  adver~ 
/aria  were  not  able  to  gainfay  or  refifl ,  according  to  his 
promifr,  {Luke  xxi.  15.)  they  repeated  their  former 
threatnings,  and  fo  difmiflcd  them,  as  not  knowing 
what  to  do  more,  than  endeavouring  to  fright  them  as 
much  as  they  could ;  becaufie  they  were  afraid  of  incen* 
ling  the  people,  and  railing  a  tumult,  if  they  fhould 
proceed  to  any  farther  punifhment:  For  the  multitude 
in  general  were  fo  affected  with  the  miracle  which  had 
been  wrought,  that  they  could  not  but  admire  it  as  an 
aft  of  wonderful  .power  and  mercy,  and  exprefs  their 
praifes  of  God  for  it. 

32  And  that  which  magnified  this  miraculous  cure, 
in  their  account,  was,  that  the  man  on  whom  it  was 
wrougbr,  was  about  forty  years  old,  and  fo  was  able  to 
give  them  fuch  a  relation  of  his  lamenefs  from  bis  child¬ 
hood  up  to  the  day  of  his  healing,  as  fhewed  his  difeafe 
to  have  been  an  iuveteraie  one,  and  no  way  likely  to  be 
ever  removed  by  any  human  remedies  whatfoever. 

23  The  apoIUes  being  thus  let  at  liberty,  by  the  gra¬ 
cious  over-ruling  providence  of  God,  which  appeared 

in 


44 


Ck  ir. 
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tn  thrirtnm  com* 
pony,  and  report- 
fed  ill  thrf  the 
chief  pndh  and 
ddcr^hodliid  un¬ 
to  them. 


14  And  when 
they  heard  that, 
they  life  up  thdr 
voice  to  God, with 
one  accord,  and 
fttdt  Lord,  thou 
arf  God,  which 
haft  midcheireu 
and  earth  and  the 
and  *U  tbit  iu 
thtm  Ii  i 


a£  Wl»  by  the 
mouth  ofthj.fcr* 
itint  U^vitl  hafi 
£iid,  Why  did  the 
heathen  rajjc*  and 

the  people  ima¬ 
gine  Tain  things  ? 


%6  The  king* 

of  ihc«rth  ftood 
tp,  and  the  ruler* 
war- gathered  ro- 
gctlicragainftthe 
Lord,  andagoinxi 
Irj  Chml. 


in  their  favour;  they  immediately  returned  *  to  their 
ovn  beloved  company,  on  whom  the  Hoty  Ghoft  had 
fallen,  together  with  themfelves,  vand  to  whom  they 
were  related,  as  brethren  in  Chrift,  of  the  fame  church 
and  family,  fpirit  and  temper,  partakers  of  the  fame 
gofpeLprivi  leges  and  fellowftup,  faith  and  joy,  and 
whom  they  cbofe  for  their  companions  on  earth,  and 
hoped  to  live  with  for  ever  in  heaven ;  and  they  gave 
them  a  full  account  of  all  the  fevexe  and  unrighteous 
things  that  the  council  had  laid  to  them,  and  of  the  re¬ 
ply  which  they  were  enabled  to  make,  by  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  that  was  in  them,  and  of  the  manner  of  their  dlf- 
charge, 

14  And  as  foon  as  their  fellow-chriftians  had  heard 
the  aft’edting  narrative,  they  all,  in  raptures  of  wonder 
and  joy,  made  their  folemn  and  fervent  addreiTVs  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  as  with  one  mouth  and  one  foul,  (<m^- 
#*■*")  laying,  Lord,  thou  art  the  only  living  and  true 
God,  who,  by  thine  almighty  power,  gavett  beiag  to 
heaven  and  earth,  and  the  fea,  and  to  all  ranks,  orders, 
and  individuals  of  creatures  that  are  in  them,  and  haft 
all  hearts  and  all  events  under  thy  government  and  con- 
trouh 

15  Who  alfo,  knowing  the  end  from  the  beginning, 
haft  plainly  foretold  what  has  lately  come  to  pais,  by 
the  words  of  an  infpired  prophet,  even  of  thy  fetrant 
David f,  faying,  (P/al.  iu  1,  a*)  Upon  what  principles, 
reafona,  or  motives,  or  to  what  manner  of  pnrpofe, 
have  the  GtntiUi  {*? pw*S»)  inwardly  fretted,  and  then 
foamed  out  their  rage,  and  the  people  of  Ifrael 

twffj  induftfioufly  meditated,  contrived,  and  at¬ 
tempted  empty,  foolifti,  and  fruhleb  things  ? 

26  The  princes  of  this  world,  whom  Providence 
had  laid  the  higheft  obligations  upon,  by  exalting  them 
to  regal  dignity  in  the  land  of  Ifrady  railed  themfelves 
up  in  a  way  of  unworthy  oppolatton ;  and  the  Jrwijb 
rulers,  fcrihcs,  Pharifces,  and  elders,  men  of  the  great- 
eft  note  for  learning  and  authority  iu  ecclcfiaJtical  af¬ 
fairs,  who  ought  to  have  cfpoufrd  the  caufe  of  religion 
amt  righteoufoels,  affembledin  their  grand  council,  to 
coneorr  injurious  meafures  again  ft  God  himfelf,  and  a- 
gainft  the  only  true  Mefliab,  whom  he  anointed. 

27  For 


NOTES* 

*  ib'*r  fttrpdtn  ftems  to  h^Ucu  uthe  church  afterwards  dM  Cor  abea 
rent  the  no,  who  «rt  faid  to  have  he  wii  id  priGxi,  w\*  L  ti* 

pftvtfd  11  itft  the  ail  the  J‘>xe  that  the  (■  llaii  a*  frreral  coramcfttWflfi  hwch* 

Jjitd  Jffif  vent  m  a*d  Kti  arntn*  thtmy  iind  ferved,  intimates  not  only  that  Dowd  «u  in- 
VfFmittwurdifiiltd-dsithtbc  HzhGfafti  Ukjp*  fpirtd  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  writing  his 
i,  n  and  it  34. j  and  they'werc  prubahly  met  PJai/^Si  bat  as  this,  To  all  other  Pfitwh  ^ 
!i^r  it  ihis  time,  to  join  111  prayvr  for  the  the  title  of  which  do  notice  U  taken  of  the 
iud  -jjjltks  in  their  pcTiiom  vu-cumlunns,  penman,  an  to  be  reckoned  to  him. 
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*r  Fcir  ’  *  27  For  it  i>  an  unqueflionablc  matter  of  fa£l,  that 

holy  cbSS”jefti*[  b°A  If  end  the  king  of  Galilee,  and  PontiusPilate  the 
whom  ttwn  b«ft  governor  of  Judea,  together  with  the  Raman  officers  and 
anointed  ,  both  fo  I  fliers,  and  all  ranks  and  order#  of  the  JewiJb  nation* 
”  Pilot*,  with  the  {Lake  xiiii.  1, — ij.^adeinhled  tbemfelyes,  and  became 
Rcntiiei,  and  the  joint'confpirators  a  gain  ft  the  life  of  Ay  holy  Son  Jefus, 
people  «r  Unci,  who  was  bora  thy  immaculate  child  in  flefti, 

petbcr,at  -  ,0"  >•  35*  and  ii.2  7,-43.)  and  came  to  be  thy  righ- 

*  teous  ferirant,  (Ifa*  xiii.  1.  and  xlix.  6.  and  liii,  11.); 

and  whom  thou  hadft  appointed,  fet  apart  and  autho¬ 
rized,  called  and  furnifbed,  by  an  unmeafurahle  unc¬ 
tion  of  the  Spirit,  to  execute  his  great  office  in  bis  in¬ 
carnate  Hate  upon  earth. . 

i*  For  to  do  28  In  all  this,  how  vile  and  malicious  foever  their 
whufa*er  thy  dcCgns  and  management  were,  thou  didft  over-ride  the 
cvent>  the  accomplishing  of  thofe  things  again!!  him, 
n:ri  ixfbrr  to  be  {chap.  ii.  23.)  and  by  him,  through  his  violent  and  a- 
donc.  toning  death,  which  in  the  eternal  fettlemenr*  and  dif- 

pofals  of  tby  will  and  wifciom,  in  the  counfels  of  peace, 
thou  hadft  foreordained  fhould  come  to  pafs,  for  thine 
own  glory,  the  Redeemer’s  exaltation,  and  the  falvation 
of  thy  chofen  people. 

*9  And  now ,  29  And  now,  Lord  f,  we  humbly  befeech  thee,  that 

threaten In^s^aifd  88  Aou  Aus  ^  Aewn  tky  infinite  wifdom  and  AU 
-rantanto thy  fcr-  mighty  power,  thouwouldft  take  notice  of  theit  unrigh- 
Tapts,  that  with  teQus  threainings,  to.  reftrain  and  defeat  them,  or  to 
m»y0|feMk  'thy  tura  A«n  t0  Ay  praife;  and  that,  notwith  (binding  thefe 
aoni,  and  all  other  terrors,  thou  wouldft  gracioufly  affill  and 

enable,  every  one  of  us,  Ay  fervantt,  to  publifii  thy  gof- 
pel  with  all  freedom  and  holy  confidence,  prcfcnce  of 
mind,  and  liberty  of  fpeech. 

bT  ihrrch*  30  That  we  may  he  emboldened,  confirmed,  and 
mg  forth  tbmo  owned  herein^  by  fttll  furtber  dt  fplays  of  thy  glorious 
power,  in  a  fupernatural  way,  for  cuting  all  manner  of 


fpirttual,  00  well  aa  corporal  maladies)  and  by  grant¬ 
ing 

NOTE  8. 


*  Tbe  A4jrJ^GaJfecm$fofflct!mestaftrip~  the  immediate  divine  agent  In  theemtion  of 
nrt  tn  fignify  his  all-governing  and  difpo-  the  world,  (frfM*  i,  i*)  nefpoke  immediately 
Un*  will  (fet  Neb  ti*  8,  iB.  J*b7  ti.  10.  Pfol,  by  the  4 fDcvhf,  (a  PtU  i.  i»)  and  im* 
xcr,  4,  and  hUtlef*  Ii.  *4.  ana  ii.'i,)  and  this  mediately  formed  the  human  nature  of  the 
l  take  to  he  U^meaniii^herephccaufeitrdatee  child  Jcfus ,  who,  on  that  account,  wat  feid  to 
towhatGod  did  in  aoticuf  counfcJs  beforehand,  be  fhji  fofy  thing,  tvhich  wr  fora  of  the  virgin  L 
rather  than  in  biaexecutioaofthoiu  afterwards  and  was  called  the  Son  of  God,  i.  si*;; 

f  Though  I  have  given  the  Paraphrafe  on  and  it  wai  he  that  Immediately  ondutcd  [cils 
thivand  the  following  verfe,  according  to  the  a*  God**  fervanc  in  human  nature,  (Luke  lv, 
irtuil  fenfc  of  commentators;  y*  it  is  Humb-  iS.)  it  was  tikewifehy  his  hand,  or  his  power 
U  fubmUceJtothercaier^jQigmettt,  whether,  and  eondnft,  that  ClirifV  offered  himfelf  to 
■*  fome  have  apprdicnrled,  the  Lord,  to  whom  God,  (Jfc&*  ix.  14,)  ;  and  it  wa$  by  Mm  tb;t 
this  prayer  was  mod  immediately  directed,  the  apoiilei  preiched  the  gofpel  with  all  bold* 
Vitirc  not  the  perfon  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  bo  nefe,  and  wrought  miracles,  (ver  ji.  and  1 
ciute  all  the  things  here  ascribed  to  God,  Corw  *ii.  j,— il)  See,  Toe  True  Script* 

■*«.rc  performed  immediately  by  bun,  He  was  tf  the  Trix*  Jppntifi}  No*  I.  p.  pt,  38- 
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h^nJ  tohnl:  and 
that  figns  and 
winder*  may  be 
done  ty  the  name 
of  thy  holy  child 
Jeftu. 


31  And,  when 
they  had  prayed, 
the  plate  w*i  (ha- 
ken  where  they 
were  ailera bled  to¬ 
gether  ;  and  iher 
wcreaU  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  they  fpake 
the  word  of  God 
with  boldoefti 


31  And  the 
multitude  of  them 
that  believed  were 
erf  one  hfivtj  and 
of  one  Joul:  nei¬ 
ther  laid  any  of 
them  that  ought 
of  the  things 
which  hepofitfled 
natbis  own;  but 
they  badillthiogt 


33  And  with 
great  power  gave 
the  apo  flics  wif- 
wft  of  the  rdbr- 
red  ton  of  the 
Lord  Jdbt :  and 
gptit  grace  wa s 
upon  them  all* 


34  Neither  wa* 
there  any  among 
them  rKat  lacked: 
for  m  oi any  a* 
wen 


ing,  that  wonderful  miracles  may  be  wrought  of  every 
kind,  as  mere  may  be  occasion,  (fee  the  note  on  chap* 
iL  a  a*  by  authority  and  virtue  derived  from,  and  to  the 
glory  of  thy  Holy  One,  even  Jcftts,  who  is  not  only  thy 
eternal  Son  in  bis  original  nature;  but  alfo,  (T¥  «*«*■*■ 
*<***}  thy  holy  Child,  by  flelhly  birth,,  and  thy  confe- 
crated  fervant  in  office,  by  thine  own  appointment. 

3 1  And  while  they  were  yet  /peaking^  God  heard  them  j 
(I/a*  lxv.  24.)  for  no  foonex  bad  they  finished  this  reli¬ 
gious  cxercife,  than  the  room,  in  which  they  were  met 
together,  was  miraculoujly  lhaken,  as  by  a  rufhing 
mighty  wind,  like  what  they  had  felt  in  a  former  at- 
femhly,  (chap*  i  j.  a.)  as  a  Ggual  of  his  extraordinary  pre* 
fence  with  them:  And,  in  immediate  anfwer  to  their 
prayers,  this  whole  company  were  again  under  a  frefh 
effufion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  (fee  the  note  on  chap * 
ii.  3.)  who  filled  their  fouls  with  holy  joy  and  courage; 
fo  that  they,  from  that  time  forward,  preached  tbegof* 
pel  with  a  noble  liberty  of  fpirit,  and  without  fear  of 
the  faces  of  the  greateft  men  whatfoeven 

32  As  to  the  Whole  body  of  believers,  which  by  this 
time  were  a  great  company,  the  laft  mentioned  five 
thoufand  converts,  (ver,  4.)  after  the  example  of  thefirli 
three  thoufand,  (chap*  ii,  41, — 46.}  were  fo  united 
in  faith  and  love,  that  how  various  foever  their  natural 
tempers  were,  and  how  much  foevfcr  they  had  been 
Grangers  to  one  another,  and  different  fe£ts  and  parties 
before,  they  were  now  as  entirely  harmonious,  and 
heartily  affectionate  to  their  feliow-chriftians  without 
diftinftion,  as  if  they  had  all  been  animated  with  one 
foul :  And  as  an  effect  and  evidence  of  this,  and  as  a 
means  of  further  promoting  It,  none  of  them,  no  not 
of  the  richeft  among. them,  referred  any  of  bis  worldly 
goods;  for  his  own  private  and  peculiar  ufe,  hut  freely 
gave  up  all  for  rhe  fervice  of  the  Chriftian  community* 

33  The  twelve  apoftles  alfo  went  on  bravely  with 
their  work,  infilling  on  the  great  doftrines  of  the  gof* 
pel,  and  particularly  on  the  refurrection  of  Chrifl  from 
the  dead,  with  abundance  of  fervor,  ftrength,  and  clear- 
nefs,  and  with  attending  miracles,  and  eJEcatious  influ¬ 
ences  of  the  .Spirit  ^  and  at  the  fame  time*  fucb  rich 
meafures  of  divine  grace  were  diffufed  among  all  the 
difciples,  as  were  an  evident  token  of  their  being  high¬ 
ly  in  favour  with  God,  and  produced  the  greateft  con¬ 
tempt  of  this  world,  and  benevolence  toward  men» 

34,  35  Nor  was  there  any  one  of  this  honftold  of 
faith,  though  ever  fo  poor,  that  was  tn  want  of  the  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life  :  For  as  many  of  this  New  Tefiaroent- 

cbuicbj 


IT; 

vere  poifeflbn.ot 
or  .hoafrt 
old  them-  y  and 
mwgbtrhc  price* 
if  the  things  that 
XtTt  JbLd, 

If  And  Lid 
'ten i  down  ai  the 
tpoflk*  fed :  and 
^flrlhutloo  was 
made  unto  every 
ntan  according  » 
he  hadneedi 
;4  And  jofcs, 
uho  by  tlie  apo* 
files  was  Jbraa- 
med  Rarnibiij 
(iririch  is*  being 
interpreted,  The 
fun  of  confobii- 
on,)  a  Lcvitc,  W 
of  the  country  of 
Cyprus,  ; 

37  JHaving 
hnd,  jbldis,  and 
brought  the  mo¬ 
ney,  aod  bid  it  at 
the  apoftkt  feet* 
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church,  as  had  any  cftarcin  lands  or  houfes,  whether 
in  or  other  countries,  foH  them  ;  and,  bridg¬ 

ing  the  money  railed  by  the  file,  they  laid  it  at  the  a- 
potties  feet,  in  token  of  their  great  indifference  to  rich¬ 
es,  and  of  their  freely  furrendering  them  op  to  their 
management,  for  the  honour  of  Chrift,  and  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  church :  And  the  apoftlcs,  likewife,  and  faith¬ 
ful  ftewarcfc)  ordered  proper  dtftributions  to  be  made 
with  the  utmoft  prudence,  frugality,  and  impartiality, 
to  every  one,  in  proportion  to  his  exigence* 

36,  37  Particularly,  among  the  reit,  there  was  one 
Jo/tt*  whom  for  bis  great  liberality  and  excellent  ta¬ 
lents,  whereby  be  became  eminently  uieful,  both  in 
temporal  and  fpiritual  concerns,  the  apoftles  furnamed 
Barnabas^  .which  in  the  Syriac  language,  prupeily  Gg- 
nifics  the  fan  of  a  prophet^  and  by  juft  construction, 
the  fan  of  comfort  9  or  of  exhortation: 

This  man  was  by  defeent  of  the  tribe  of  Lrvit  and  by 
country  a  native  of  the  fertile  ifland  called  Cyprus ; 
and,  being  poffeffed  of  an  eftate  in  Jand  tln.re,  *  he 
readily  fold  it ;  and,  like  one  that  had  done  with  this 
world,  committed  the  price,  which  he  received  for  it, 
to  the  care  of  the  apoftles,  to  difpofe  of  it  in  a  way  of 
religious  charity,  for  the  fuppurt  of  the  poor  members 
of  Chriftt 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Ilow  often  do  the  greateft  enemies  one  to  another  unite*  like  the  JiriSfi  and 
fducees*  in  their  uureafonable  and  violent  oppofitiun  to  Chrift  and  Iris  gofpel, 
in  the  usoft  mdefenfibte  perfections  of  his  femnts  for  his  fake !  And  yet  bow 
vi'cmlerfuily  will  the  word  of  the  Lord*  attended  with  the  power  of  his  Spirit, 
prevail  in  the  face  of  all  opposition,  to  the  converfion  of  tboufands,  that  were 
before,  moft  inveteratdy  fet  agatnft  him  !  And  what  a  noble  fpirit  of  wjfdom,  re* 
folution,  and  courage,  can  he  infpirr  his  once  moft  cowardly  fervauts  with,  to 
effort  bis  eaufe,  and  make  a  brave  ami  free  confdfion  of  a  crucified  and  rifen  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  to  wUhftand  and  confound  the  moft  potent  and  learned  of  their  ad- 
vtriarici*  and  carry  convidion  to  llicir  ounfeirueva,  that  there  is  a  furpn/mg 
advantagein  having  been  with  jefus!  He  can  eaiily  reftrain  the  wrath  of  man, 
and  make  the  remainder  of  it  praife  him;  ancl  how  much  foever  hr  mnv  be  frt 
at  nought,  by  men  of  figure  and  authority*  he  h  nevertheieft  the  chief  corner- 
of  the  church,  that  can  never  be  lhakett;  neither  Is  there  latvaiion  in  any 
other-  And  O  what  incontefiible  evidence  fe  there  in  that  eternal  truth,  that, 
even  in  times  of  the  greateft  danger,  it  is  better  to  obey  God  than  man  !  He  ia 
the  Lcid  God  Almighty,  the  maker  and  governor  of  all  things;  nothing  can 
come  to  paft  without  bis  pemiffion,  or  order;  and  all  is  but  a  fulfilling  of  the 
jeripturcs,  and  of  his  own  ancient  decrees,  which  arc  entirely  hid  from  us,  till 

unfold- 

N  tO  T  E* 

*  It  being  fa>d  of  Japs*  when  his  JW  was  DrM,  it.  &■) ;  for  nniwithftwiJfef;  that  few, 
fpoken  of,  that  he  was  of  the  country  of  Gy-  yrtefit  ami  Ltvbet  fometimes  lud  land  ereii 
frftj,  tniimuet  that  it  lay  there;  and  tbit  be-  injw/Miiifct^by  purdjjft^gir^or^tmf^ce, 
in:.»  a  foreign  wmrury,  be*  though  a  Levrtt*  a*  appmt  from  Pkijuk&$t  »*iv- 3J, 

n^hc  undoubtedly  have  bnd  {herein  full  and  frrr  Xipbt(x  i L  and  ix.  $.  com  pa. 
on  lift  cnee  with  » he  original  few,  about  divi-  red  wirlu  dtrcitr  vt.  4;,  s*-)  muchn^orc 
di:-g  the  land  of  CUjwsjtf,  acd  might  tuluve  land  In  a  foreign  noun try. 
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unfolded  in  events,  that*  whatever  be  the  means  of  producing  them,  are  over* 
ruled  by  a  holy  Providence,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  hta  people. 
How  worthy  therefore  ia  he  to  be  prayed  to ;  and  how  eminently  does  he  ho- 
nonr  his  dtftinguifhjng  character,  as  a  God  heariiig  prtyer,  in  that,  he  foroetiincd 
aafrrcn  while  we  are  yet  freaking  !  Awl  as  be  has  pro  mi  fed  bis  Spirit  to  them 
that  a Ik  him  *  fo  when  be  herein  performs  his  good  word  to  us*  What  a  heaven* 
ly  commotion  will  there  be  in  our  fouls !  what  holy  confidence  and  joy  fhaH  we 
have  in  him ;  and  how  fliall  we  defpife  the  outrage  and  the  threatnings  of  his 
and  our  enemies!  What  a  glory  docs  he  put  npot  his  mtnifters,  fome  of  whom 
he  makes  to  be  Tons  of  confblation  indeed;  and  upon  hia  church  and  people, 
whom  he  knits  together  by  the  fweeteft  bands  of  love,  fills  with  all  goodnefc  to 
others,  and  with  fuch  experiences  of  his  grace  and  favour  to  themfmes,  ad  give 
them  a  holy  contempt  of  this  world,  and  engage  them  to  jequefter  thcmfclvea 
from  it,  in  the  btft  manner,  and  according  to  the  calls  of  his  Providence. 


CHAP.  V. 


The  Jin  and  punijbment  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  I, — ri.  The  apo- 
files  -work  many  miracles ,  to  the  increafe  of  the  church,  12, — 16. 
They  are  again  imprifoned,  and  an  angel  delivers  them,  ordering 
them  to  go  on  in  preachings  which  they  did ,  to  the  great  vexation  of 
their  enemies,  17, — 25.  They  are  brought  again  before  the  fanhe- 
drim  and  examined,  and  make  their'  defence ,  16, — 33,  Gamaliel'/ 
prudent  advice,  upon  -which  they  are  difiniffed  -with  fcourging,  34,—- 
.  40.  They  depart  rejoicing ,  and  proceed  in  their  -work,  4 1, — >42. 


Text. 

gin"  a  certain 
man  named 
Ananias  ,  with 
Sapphira  his  wife, 
fold  a  poflcflioD, 


1  And  lfepi 
hick  pert  of  the 
price,  bis  wifealfo 
being  privy  to  if, 
and  brought  •  cer¬ 
tain  part,  and  hid 
if  at  tke  apoAles 
feet. 


t  Bat  Peter 
£ud«An  anas*  why 
tutu 


Paraphrase. 

t)UT  as  the  beft  churches  upon  earth  have  their  itn* 
^  perfections,  fo  there  were  two  notorious  hypocrite* 
even  in  this,  which  tarnifhed  its  glory  j  and  awful 
judgments  were  executed  in  righteoufnefs  on  them* 
which  damped  its  joy.  A  certain  man  and  his  wilfe,  An¬ 
anias  and  Sapphira  by  name*  made  a  profeHion  of  Chri- 
ftianity  ;  and  Ming  ambitious  of  the  reputation  of  bave- 
ing  as  much  zeal  and  charity  as  Barnabas  himfelf*  they 
fold  an  eftate,  pretending  to  devote  the  price  of  ittoGod. 

2  And  when  they  had  got  the  njoney*  they  being 
only  almoft  Chrittians,  ftill  under  the  prevalence  of 
unbelief  and  covctoufncfs,  their  hearts  failed  them  j 
and  fo  they  contrived  together  to  tAake  a  private  rc- 
ferre  of  one  part  of  it  for  their  own  ufe,  and  to  deliver 
up  the  reft  to  the  apo  flies,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
rmpofe  upon  them*  and  induce  them  to  believe  that  it 
was  the  whole;  and  might  entitle  themfelves  to  a 
maintenance  out  of  the  common  fund*  as  if  they  had 
nothing  left  of  their  own. 

3  But  Peter ,  having  the  gift  of  difeerntng  fpirits, 
well  knew*  and  foon  dete&ed  the  vile  fraud*  faying  to 
thehufband,.  who  came  alone  to  bring  a  part  of  the 
money,  under  pretence  of  its  being  the  whole,  Ananias, 

what 
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bnb  Sdu  filled 
thine  hart  to  Ec 
[oiticUol)rUbuil, 
nd  to  keep  back 
fm  of  the  price 
of  the  land  i 


4  Whiles  it  re* 
Duittfil,  w^itnot 
thine  ovit  ?  and 
after  itV/u  fold, 
vruilDrtinthtue 
own  power  }  why 
ha^fboQ  concei- 
tcJ  ibfa  thing  in 
ihine  heart  ?  thou 
lull  nut  lied  unto 
Men  ,  but  unto 
Cud. 


$  And  Auani* 
is,  hcarUijf  ihcie 
fconlSj  felfdown, 
and  g:iyc  up  the 
cMF;  and  great 
uiT  Qiuc  on  all 
ibetD  that  beard 
d*it  tljiingt 


what  a  horrible  ?nd  (hocking  impiety  is  this  i  How 
durft  you  thus  yield  yourtelf  up'co  Satan's  power,  and 
a£t  und$r  bis  influence  to  do  his  work,  in  belying  the 
Spirit*  that  Holy  One,,  who  abhors  all  iniquity/ 
(^fiwwBei  n  « by  falfcly  pretending  to  a£t 
as  generous  and  zealous  a  part  as  any  other,  by  his  fug* 
geftionto,  and  influence  upon  you  ;  or  in  attempting 
kordeCrive  him,  as  reliding  and  a£Ling  in  us,  the  apo- 
flies  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  by  hypocritically  profeffing 
to  offer  to  us  the  whole  price  of  the  land  ypu  have 
fold,  and  at  the  fame  time  deliberately  and  con- 
fultedly  with*holdiog  a  part  of  it  for  yofir  own  pri¬ 
vate  u  te? 

4  While'  yon  had  the  eflate  in  yoor  own  peflVflion, 
was.it  not  a  property  that  you  might  have  kept,  if  you 
would  ?  And  alter  you  had  thought  Jit  to  fell  it,  was 
not  the  money,  at  your  own  difpofcl?  You  was  under 
no  neceffity  either  of  felling  it  at  all ;  or  afterwards, 
if  you  were  minded  to  add  any  thing  to  the  common 
ftock,  for  the  ufe  of  the  church,  you  was  at  full  liberty 
to  pur  in  either  a  parr,  or  the  whole  of  the  price,  juft 
as  you  pleated:  Why  then  have  you  thus  freely  con* 
fen  ted  to  Satan's  temptation,  who  could  not  have  for¬ 
ced  you  to  it,  by  ufing  and  contriving  this  fraudulent 
management  in  your  own  wicked  heart,  as  being 
drawn  away,  and  enticed  to  it,  by  your  own  lulls  of 
covetoutbefs  and  ambition  i  You  hare  herein  been 
guilty  of  a  mod  abominable  and  aggravated  lie,  not  to 
man  only,  but  to  the  Holy  Spirit  himtelf,  who,  yon 
know,  eminently  dwells  and  works  in  us,  and  who  is 
truly  and  properly  the  heart  *  fearching  God,  and  will 
not  be  mocked;  but  will  (everely  avenge  the  affront, 
in  jealoufy  for  his  own  glory,  and  to  detef  others  from 
any  fuch  further  infults  upon  him,  to  the  corrupting  of 
the  church. 

5  And  as  God*  at  the  beginning  of  the  Mcfaicti l 
difpeafarion,  made  fearful  examples  of  Nadab  and 
Abtkttj  for  offering  Orange  fire,  and  of  Corah  and  his 
company,  for  rebelling  agitnft  Mopes  and  Aaron  t  by 
immediately  ftriking  them  dead*  {Numb*  iii*  4*  and  jm- 
1,-35*);  f°i  10  vindicate  the  honour  and  authority  of 
the  gofpel-difpenfation,  which  was  newly  fet  up,  as 
foon  as  Ananias  heard  Peer's  awful  rebuke,  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  Lord,  to  whom  he  had  lied,  (truck  him  with 
fuch  mighty  vengeance,  that  he  inftantly  fell  down, 
and  died  upon  the  fpot ;  and  this  tremendous  judgment 
had  its  defi  ruble  good  clTcfl  upon  all  that  heard  of  it, 
fo  a$  to  fill  them  with  exceeding  great  awe  and  dread 

t  P  of 


VoLt  IIL 


5« 
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<  And  (he  young 
mm  ar  oSr  t wmi  qd 
him  np,  and  car- 


of  ever  attempting  to  a&  fuch  an  impious,  hypocriti¬ 
cal  part  afterwards, 

6  And  as  foon  as  Ananias  expired,  feveral  young 
men,  there  prefeut,  got  up j  and,  according  to  the  u- 


riot  h*  ont,  and  foal  manner  of  burying, .wrapped  thecorpfe  about  with 


,  And  it  was  > 


done,  cam*  in* 


8  And  Peter  an- 
fwmd  onto  her. 


hnried  Ai«.  proper  grave,  clothes,  and,  carrying  it  out  of  the  com¬ 

pany,  gave  it  a  decent  interment.  • 

» And  it  was  a-  <j  About  three  hows  alter  he  was  dead,  Sapphire 
Am  hoonafto^  hi*  wife,  being  ignorant  {as  Providence  would  have  it) 
when  his  wife,  not  of  what  had  befallen  him,  came  into  the  room,  where 
hnnwingwhaiwn  the  apofUes  and  the  other  dtfciples  were,  expecting  her 
done,  cam* in-  fl,are  of  shanks  andappfoufe  lor  coofenting  to  the  fstle 

of  the  land,  and  to  the  furrender  of  the  money  for  the 
ufe  of  the  church, 

fw^wd^tww  herj  ®  And  Peter  laid  unto  her.  Tell  me  honeftly  and  ! 
Tettm*  whether  truly,  whether  yoor  hulband  fold  the  eftate  only  for  fo 
ye  foU  the  bml  much  money  as  he  hrought  to  the  charitable  fund : 
«£' nMUYmifor  And  (he,  thinking  to  conceal  the  fraud,  as  flte  fcppo- 
t>  Eioch.  *  led  her  hulband  had  before,  boldly  anfwered,  Yes,  it 
was  juft  for  that  funr,  and  no  more. 
r  Then  Peter  g  Then  Peter,  knowing  the  utter  falfehood  of  what 
b'ltAw'yehrte  ^,e  replied.  How  monftroufty  wicked  and 

agreed  together  ro  furprizing  is  ir,  that  both  your  hulband  and  you,  who 
wmpc  the  Spirit  profefled  to  be  Encere  converts,  Ihould  thus  coofult  to- 
hoM^the'fcrt'of  gwher  to  try  whether  the  Spirit*  of  God,  who  refides 
them  which  hare  in  us,  could  fee  through,  and  bring  to  light,  your  grofs 
buried  Ay  hutv  hypocrify  and  lie!  And  how  durft  ye  run  rhedefperate 


£>  Biuchw 


p  Th*n  Pckf 
fcid  note  her /Hot 


Aor.^snd^fllatt  tr>ir,g  whether  he  knew  it  or  not,  and  of  pro- 

cmry  thee  out. '  vaking  him  at  this  rate  ?  Behold  his  fevere  vengeance 


on  fuch  bold  tranfgreflbrsi  As  your  hulband  has  been 
li  ruck  dead  for  his  heinous  fin,  the  fame  per  lb  ns  that 
carried  him  to  his- burial,  are  jnft  now  returning,  and 
are- at  the  very  door  of'  this  boufe  ;  and  they,  in  like 
manner,  frail  immediately  be  the  bearers  of  your  body 
to  the  grave. 

•,k°  vfher;uP°aL  &c  ******  as 

n  hi,  feet ,  and  with  a  dart  from  heaven,  feu- down- at  the  appule’s  feet, 
yielded  up  the  where  the  whole  of  the  money  ought  to  have  been 

gtwft  l  end  the  t  'a  anA  inftantlw  emircri  ■  Anri  the  wouner  men  com- 


yMuV'mcM1 esm"  and  inftantly  expired :  And  the  young  men  com- 

ioTind  round  her  tog  in,,  and  Ending  her  dead,  bore  her  corpfe  to  the 


dead,  ind,  eaiTy-  place  of  interment,  and-  buried-  her  clofe  hy  her  huf- 
Ufi  ii01!:'  band,  where  they  both  lav  together  as  monuments  of 


risgd  itr  by’ her  b?nJ*  *he«  *heT  t08«.h«r  as  monuments  of 

hulband.  '  vindictive  jufttee,  for  the  notorious  he  they  had  told, 
and  the  affront  they  had  offered  to  the  Holy  Spirit, 
is  And  great  n  And  this  was  fuch  an  evident  and  awful  appear- 
^IhecSuehlaud  ance  d»v'ne  jealoufy,  hotinefs,  and  refentment,  as 
upon  filled  the  whole  church  with  folemn  reverence  of  the 
Spirit  of  Chiift,  as  raanifcftiHg  himfolf  in  and  by  the 

apoftles, 


Ch.  V* 
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ftpOti  ituotfry  m 
beard  (lidc  thingii 


li  And  by  the 
hand*  of  die  apo» 
ftLi  weft  tnimj 
/jgojand  wonder* 

ftffloa^ 

the  people  s  (and 
they  were  all  with 
one  accord  In  So 
Ionian’*  jHtfch  ; 


apoftles,  and  with  a  religious  fear  of  Offboding  Men  j 
and  the  generality  of  others*  that  beard  of  thefe  thihgSf 
were  in  great  conftertlatioo  and  dread,  like  the  men  of 
Bcfb/btone/bj  SM*  vl^  id*}  as  utiahle  to  (land  before 
this  Holy  Lord  God*  who  bad  fo  tremendoufly  ylndi* 
cated  his  own*  and  the  apoRlea  honour*  in  the  new 
difpenfariott  that  was  introduced  amorig  them* 

IX  And  (Ull  further  to  confirm  itt  divine  authority* 
and)  at  the  lame-time*  to  fofren  its  terrors*  and  (hew 
its  gracious  and  dired  tendency  and  delign*  abtin^ 
dance  of  other  miracles  were  wrought,  all  of  the  racr«* 
tfful  (Vain,  as  tokens  of  the  prefence  of  God*s  good* 
nefs,  as  well  as  power,  with  the  apofUes*  who  per* 
formed  thofe  wonderful  works  upon*  and  in  the  view 
Of,  great  multitudes*  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  ik-n,)$ 
And  the  membere-of  the  church  werefo  far  from  fmu> 
muring  agairrft  the  apoIUcs,  for  the  judgment  cxecu* 
ted  upon  two  ofHhcii  number,  that  they  tirtanimoufljr* 
affectionate)  yT  and  frequently  aflembied  for  public  wor* 
ihip  with  them,  in  the  grand  paffjge  to  the  temple* 
called  Solomon**  porch*  (Sec  the  paraphrafe  on  chap*  iiu 


13  And  of  the 
ml  durit  no  mati 
jHa  bitnfdf  10 
Uum  *  bat  the 
people  magjpfei 
i  facia* 


14  And  bd tes¬ 
ters  «ire  the 
mflfc  added  to  the 
Lord,  multitude* 

bn'h  of  ram  and 
womcDj ; 


IS  Infoniildi 
tha  they  brvught 
forth  the  fiefc  Into 
rhe  ftacu ,  *nd 
lud  ibtm  od  bnfs 
2  ad  oosefa^thst, 
at  tbt  fotl ,  the 


II* 


1 3  But  (*'*)  the  reft  of  the  people  were  fo  terrified  at 
the  hidden  death  of  jinaniat  and  Sappkiray  *  that  none 
of  them  diirft  join  thrmfelves  to  the  church  in  a  hypo¬ 
critical  manner,  under  pretence  of  being  converted*  while 
they  were  Confcious  to  themfelves  that  they  really  were 
not  fo :  Neverthelefs,  the  bulk  of  the  common  people 
had  a  high  veneration,  and  fpokc  very  refpedfully  of  the 
apoftlcs,  and  of  the  wonders  of  mercy  and  judgment 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  !bord  bad  wrought  by  them, 

41  And  real  believers,  who  cordially  embraced  tin* 
gofpel,  were,  by  a  divine  influence  attending  and  blef» 
fiug  all  thefe  means,  more  abundantly  added  to  the  via¬ 
ble  church  of  Chrift,  to  make  a  public  folemn  profeflttm 
of  his  name,  even  vaft  numbers  of  bmltftxes,  mate  and 
female,  who  are  all  on t  in  Chriji  Jeftts  :  (Gai.  Hi,  28.) 

15  And  fo  famous  were  the  miracles  wrought  by  that 
divine  power,  which  was  foconfpicnousin  the  apoftlcs  * 
and  fo  high  did  Peter  efpec  tally  ftand  in  the  opinion  of 
the  people,  that  they  hroaght  their  fick  and  weak  friends 
oot  of  their  houfec  into  the  it reets  of  Jerufalemt  and 
there  laid  them  on  beds  and  couches,  as  helplefs,  mi- 
ferable,  and  moving'  objects,  that  when  this  great  apoftlc 
of  the  eiicumeifion  fhoald  go  that  way,  he1  might  hava 

compaflioa 


M  O  T  E. 


*  1  have  here  Viren  «hat  I  lair  to  be  the  would  he  other  interpretations  Oiy  toztoiX 
tatifl  rename  f«ift  of  theft  wnds;  he  that  Dr  fyihijm  On  this  vent. 

Hi- 
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OMdow  cf  Peter  compafKon  upon  them ;  or  that,  at  lead,  the  (hadow  of 
pilling  by  might  might  oafs  over  fomc  of  them,  which  they  be- 

TSST  lieved  would  te7fca.nl  h r  telling.  ' 

i<  There  came  t£  Great  multitudes  alfo,  upon  the  report  they  had 
w"of  th^riria  heard,  came,  with  the  like  faith,  out  of  the  cities  and 
rDD«l  abon;  omo  country  towns,  ail  round  about  Jemfalemy  bringing  along 
TerjfJim, bring-  with  them  fome  people  that  were  lick  of various  diflem* 
t^m^whichVcM  Pcrs»  an^  others  that  were  pofleffed  and  tormented  by 
vend  with  an-  evil  {pints:  And  all  thefe,  according  to  expectation, 
rtcao  /pint! :  and  were  miraculoufly  cured,  as  faft  as  they  were  brought, 
wen  one!  to  th*  further  increafe  of  the  reputation  of  Ch rift’s  fer- 


ij  Then  (he 
high  prieft  note 
up,  and  all  chcy 
thit  were  witn 
him  ,  (which  is 
the  left  ol'ihc.sad- 
duccrs,)  am!  were 
CUal  vlth  indig¬ 
nation. 


iQ  Ami  liskl 
tbcif  haiuisomlie 
jpoftte*,  ami  jh:[ 
thetn  In  the  com¬ 
mon  priori, 

tp  But  I  he  an- 
of  th*  IjHTd 
try  ni^ht  opmed 
the  prUnn-<Soor<L, 
and  brought:?!?™ 
forth,  and  foul. 


10  Co,  fhiul 
ani  fjx-ak  :n  :he 
lempk  to  i he  Pett¬ 
it. 


vants* 

1 7  On  occafton  of  people’s  thus  flocking  to  the  apo* 
flies,  and  their  doing  inch  wonderful  works,  the  high- 
prieft  was  roofed  and  alarmed,  as  were  alfoall  his  party  *, 
which  were  of  the  SodJuccan  fed  ;  and  they  were  ex¬ 
ceedingly  provoked  with  envy  at  them,  and  in  zeal  for 
their  own  principles,  to  think  that  the  apoftles  gained 
fo  much  ground  upon  the  people,  by  preaching  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Chrill’s  refuriectkn,  and  that  they  thcmfdvcs 
had  not  taken  more  effectual  meafurcs  to  put  a  flop  to 
them,  who,  in  this  way  of  going  on,  were  like  to  over¬ 
turn  the  power  of  the  pridihood,  and  their  own  notions 
of  a  total  and  final  death  with  the  body. 

1 8  And  fo  they  ordered  all  the  apoftles,  (ver.  29.)  to 
be  apprehended,  as  Peter  and  John  had  been  before, 
{chap  iv.  3.);  and  for  the  greater  terror  and  difgrace,  as 
well  as  confinement,  to  be  clapped  up  in  the  common 
jail  with  the  moil  infamous  and  notorious  criminals. 

19  But  the  Lord  Chrift,  wbofo  caufe  they  efpoufed, 
and  who  will  ever  own  them  that  appear  for  him,  and 
tnrft  in  him,  difpatchcd  an  angel  from  heaven  the  follow¬ 
ing  night,  who  burft  the  locks,  bars,  and  bolts;  (truck 
the  keepers,  that  were  fee  upon  watch  and  ward,  with  a 
fenfelcfs  ftupor,  and  opened  the  prifon-door;  and  then 
conducted  the  apoftles  fafe  out  of  the  jail,  giving  them 
at  the  fame  time  the  following  charge,  faying, 

20  Notwithftanding  alt  the  fury,  prohibitions,  and 
violence  of  your  enemies,  and  without  fearing  any  thing 
from  them,  go  on  with  your  Lord’s  work  ;  repair  to  the 
temple,  and  there  ft  and  and  fpeak  refolutely  and  bold¬ 
ly  in  the  face  of  your  mod  inveterate  and  powerful  ad- 

veiiaries: 


N  O  T  E. 

*  Then  thet  were  ~x':!b  tint,  ferns  to  fig.  along  in  tins  hiflory  appear  to  have  been  the 
fifty  pLTfiin*  of  Ilk  puiy,  kuJ  to  in hm ate*  poft  furiosi  tflvafnies  to  the  apoftta, 
that  he  himfrlf  was  a  S*ddncee,  ar*d  that  .1  wlwifr  chief  huftncA  wai  to  preach  a  t 3 Jett 
jmt  part  of  the  fanWrim  nrw  caniiftcd  <if  ^ivkvtir,  and  the  doftrirw*  that  depend  tip* 
pofons  tf  that  left,  though  IlKrtwu  alfb  a  on,  and  (land  cen  netted  with,  that  great  u* 
mixture  of  'rhrifcet  **iih  them,  as  appears  lick  uf  the  Chii&kp  faith* 
from  itJiiii-  tf.  And  the  SalatKtts  saLl  „ 
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pkt  all  the  wordr 
of  this  life. 


%j  And}  when 
they  heard  tbatt 
they  entered  into 
ihv  temple  catty  in 

the  morning,  and 

Unghc  Sot  the 
higjh  prkrt  came* 
aodthey  that  were 
wiib  him  ,  and 
called  the  council 
together,  and  all 
the  ftaatc  of  the 
children  of 
and  knttothepit- 
lion  to  have  them 
brought. 

n  Bm,  when 
the  ^dtcent  came, 
uni  found  thrm 
iw>!  in  tht  prifon, 
they  rciwuedatid 
told, 

a  3  Saying,  The 

pnfon  truly  found 
we  ihut  ujtb  all 
fkiftty  ;  and  the 
k  rep  erf  Handing 
iTi'Jioiir  before  the 
dui** :  but  when 
ut  hdd  ojKfied,- 

we  found  do  man 
within. 

14  when 
the  high  prieit, 
ar.dlhe  captain  of 
the  temple  ,  and 
the  chief  pridU, 
hevrdthele  things, 
they  doubted  of 
them 


verfariea:  And  as  many  of  the  commoo  people*  whofe 
fouls  are  as  precious  as  any  others,  wifi  be  brought  to 
hear  and  receive  your  reitimony,  preach  to  them  every 
thine  that  relates  to  the  doctrine  of  eternal  life,  through 
a  lifen  Saviour,  which  the  Sadducees  deny,  but  which 
is,  of  all  others,  worthy  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  life* 

21  And,  upon  hearing  tbis  from  fuch  a  heavenly 
mefferiger,  they  took  courage  $  and,  embracing  the  very 
firft  opportunity,  went  into  the  temple  early  on  the  next 
morning}  and,  in  the  mod  public  manner,  preached 
la  I  vat  ion  to' eternal  life,  through  the  lately  crucified  Ttnd 
rifen  Jefus.  In  the  mean  while,  the  high-prieft  and  bis 
partifans,  fuppobng  that  the  apoflies  were  Util  in  fafe 
cuftody,  went  and  fummoned  together  ao  extra  or* 
dinary  council,  calling  io,  not  only  the  members  of  the 
fanhedrim,  hut  like  wife  "»  all  the  elder- 

(hi  p  of  Ifraelt  that  ufed  to  meet  as  judges*  in  other  courts 
at  JerttfaUm  \  and  then  fent  fome  of  their  officers  to  the 
jail,  ordering  them  to  bring  the  prifoners  before  them* 

2ii  aj  But  when  the  t  officers  went,  in  obedience 
to  their  ‘commands,  and  found,  to  their  great  furprife, 
that  all  the  apoftles  were  got  out  of  jail,  they  foon  came 
back,  and  made  theif  report  faying,  We  have  been  at  the 
prifon  to  execute  your  orders}  and  truly, at  our  arrival, 
we  found  all  thr  doors,  and  every  thing  about  it,  fall, 
without  the  leaf!  fignrof  a  breach, in  any  part  whatfoever  } 
and  we  faw  the  guards  in  their  proper  polls,  Handing 
without  fide,  and- watching  the  doors  with  all  imagina¬ 
ble  care  and  diligence  :  But,  to  our  own  and  their  great 
aftonifhment,  when  we  unlocked  the  doors,  and  went 
in,  we  could  not  find  fo  much  as  one  of  the  prisoners 
that  we  were  fent  to  fetch. 

24  When  the  high  pried  and  the  captain  of  tbe  tem¬ 
ple,  and  the  beads  of  therwenty-fourcourfes  of  the  prielts, 
(fee  the  note  on  Matt -  in  4,)  heard  this  account,  they 
were  perfectly  non-pluH,  being  in  the  utmoft  doubt  ami 
perplexity  of  mind,  ro  think  how  this  could  polfibly  be* 
what  it  was  like  to  come  to  in  fuither  events,  and  what 

meafurca 


N  O  T  E  B. 


*  There  were,  fays  Dr  Ughtfict  uii  this 
plice,  or  eiders*  of  two  other  }n* 

riittiofjcf  in  one  In  the  owner 

or  to  Salomon's  porch;  and  the 
in  the  inner,  or  the  beautiful  *aie  nf 
th**  temple*  confifttagof  urmty-ihn«  rcen 
S'jHftvi  and  lb  this  miiy  high'prictt  cali^l 
lo^ctiier  all  the  three  courts*  or  benches  of 
ju.Jp's  in  JttuftiL'w  ,*  one  hundred  and  fe- 
\nn;tcn"itt  alf,"  Lf  there  was  a  foil  appear- 
^i^1,  (thcL>jrJ  lb  difpoftng  ii]  that  all 
jjMfllcij  and.  all  !:ii  chili  enemies  misfit 
uglier,  iv. 


+  Thrfe  torn  to  have  htxn  wittier  eeclc- 
riadtnl  or  civil  officers;  for  the 
ftlai)  by  which  th*_y  try  he? c  cxprcftl’d,  prft- 
jwrly  Jignilies  mtnijii rs  ,*  an.l  1  do  tv->1  ttuj 1 
that  it  is  ncr  utcd  for  niiiiuirv  officer* :  A* 
:hc!c  therefore  were  nr.der  the  romnrn  nd  of 
ll*t-  captain  nf  ifcc  icmpk-*  x&  )  we 

m»y  rather  conclude  that  this  was  the  rap- 
t:dn  of  the  fcveral  uatehe*  which  the  prints 
kept  in  the  tempk,  ihnn  rf  th z  }tvruu 
rilon,  iit  the  tpwer  of  to 

die  uaie  ojt  iv,  i , 
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than  whatuptn  meafiires  they  fhould  take  to  prerent  any  bad  conic* 
thu  won  4  gnv.  0f  jt  t0  therofclvee  arid  their  church. 

tj  Then  cirw  25  And  (**)  what  added  to  their  confternation  was, 
am andtold* hem ,  that  in  the  midft  of  all  their  anxiety  and  confufion  of 
tite'iMBwiwmye  thought,  there  came  ooe  into  court,  and  brought  them 
pm  in  priion  >re  flrange  tidings,  faying,  How  amazing  is  what  I  hare  to 
(Vunrjin^  ibe  tdl  this  venerable  body!  The  very  men  whom  yerefter- 
Ing  the  people!  day  threw  into  the  common  jail,  and  took  fo  much  care 
to  fecure  there,  are  this  indent  fhnding  openly  and  bold-, 
ly  in  the  temple,  anji  preaching  to  the  people,  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  your  authority,  juft  as  they  ufed  to  do  before 
they  were  taken  up  for  ir. 

the  ^th  Upon  this  information,  the  captain  of  the  temple 

the  rfBrtrs  ,*atvt  himfelf  went  with  the  officers,  (uir.  22.)  and  got  the 
Weught  tbe 31  apoflles  away,  in  as  civil  and  refpeftful  a  manner aspof* 

^e*  w”bout  offering  to  feize  them  with  violence,  or 
the  people ,  |*rt  to  treat  them  with  any  rudrnefs ;  they  taking  this  method, 
they  Humid  haye  not  from  any  fear  of  God,  or  real  regard  to  rbofe  holy 
kf«l  ftpppti)  men,  but  for  fear  of  exafperating,  and  heing  dotted  hy 
the  common  people,  whohad  agreateReem  and  venera¬ 
tion  for  the  apcfiles,  and  were  now  again  brought  to 
favour  Chrift’s  righteous  caufe,  as  formerly,  though 
when  he  came  upod  his  trial,  they,  under  the  influence 
of  the  pried*,  cried  out.  Crucify  him,  crucify  him. 
(Luke  xxiii.  21.) 

th^h^dtVwight  77*  Aod  as  foon  as  the  captain  and  hisofficers  had 
them,  ihcy  iu  taken  them  from  the  company,  they  brought  them  into 
tiem  before  the  court  j  and  the  high-pried,  as  prefident  of  this  ezrraor- 
high'pvkUa/Led  t'*narJf  council,  feverely  reprimanded  and  upbraided  the 
diem,  apofiles,  as  though  they  had  broke  prifon,  as  well  as 

afUiyine,  Did  difobtyed  orders  j  and  impetioufly  demanded  of  them, 
1  yo!/,  faying, Do  not  ye  remember  that  we  not  long  fincc,(cArp, 
ih*t  y*na  ibouid  ir*  1 8, )  after  having  fliewn  much  lenity  arw  forbearance, 
n«  <cadi  in  this  firiftly  charged  two  of  the  chief  aflnonp  you  in  men 
ESfl,  ye  have  fill*  courT»  0,1  Pain  °*  our  higheft  dtfplcafure,  never  onee  to 
pd  jernfalem  with  mention  the  name  of  Jefus  more,  or  prefume  tq  preach 
UP  rcf ur reCki o n ,  and  other  things,  to  his  hopour,  by 

t hi wiun^  Wood  a  pretended  commiffion  from  him  ?  and  yet  behold  the 
upon  us.  inference  and  contempt,  the  unpardonable  affront,  and 

abufc  of  our  goodnefs  )  Ye,  in  defiance  of  all  our  kind- 
nefs,  authority,  and  power,  have  indudrioufly,  and  in  the 
mod  public  manner,  fpread  your  new,  deteflable,  and 
pernicious  dodrioc  through  all  Jerusalem  our  great  and 
holy  city ;  ant)  it  plainly  appears,  hy  your  behaviour, 
that  yc  deCgn,  if  poflible,  to  bring  the  greateft  guilt  and 
fcawla]  upon  us,  and  to  incenfe  the  people  againft  us, 
for  having  died,  what  ye  call  the  innocent  blood  of  this 
man,  whom  we  cannon  thipk  of,  but  with  the  utmoft 

abhorrence 
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10  Tbrn  Peter 
aad  thitfArr  apa- 
ft  Ictaufwt  red^d 

Ijid,  Wc  ought  lo 
obey  God  lather 
lluo  mtD, 


30  Th*  God  of 
Cur  f 31  hen  ra;fcd 
up  Jefot,  «bom 
yc  (kw,indhio^ 
ed  on  a  tree. 


Him  hath 
God  exalted  with 
his  right  hud  to 
if  1  Prince  and  a 
S  iviour ,  for  to 
give  repentance 
to  Ifrid,  and  foe* 
givmcfiof  Heu. 


3*  And  we  are 

liis  niwefle*  of 
thippi  and 
ft 


abhorrence  and  contempt  •,  bat  of-whom  ye  talk  as  high* 
]y,  as  if  he  were  a  non-fach  for  worth,  dignity,  and 
power,  and  for  fan&ity,  and  being  in  favour  with  God. 

29  Then  Peter  and  the  reft  of  the  apofUes,  who  con¬ 
curred  with  him,  and  fpakein  their  turns  for  tbemfeives, 
courageoufly  replied,  faying.  Human  laws  are  never  to 
come  into  competition  with  the  divine  i  .and  as  thofe  of 
us,  that  were  thus  interdicted  by  your  augnft  body  be¬ 
fore,  have  intimated,  [chap,  iv,  19:}  fo-we  all  now  ftand 
to  it,  that  it  is  our  undoubted  and  indifpeiifitjte  duty  to 
'obey  the  commands  of  God,  rather  thanv.ny  injunctions 
of  the  greateft  men,  or  councils  on  earth,  whenever  they 
are  inconfiftent  with,  or  contrary  oneto  the  other,  which 
is  the  prefent -cafe )  and,  w^atfoever  may  be  the  confe* 
quence,  we  are  neither  afraid,  nor  afhamed  to  preach 
Chrift,  even  to  you  yourfelves,  io  hope  that  be  may  bids 
it  to  Tome  of  you. 

30  The  fum  of  our  do&rine  is  this  :  The  God  of  our 
fathers  whom  ye,  as  well  as  we,  own  for  your  God,  and 
who  entered  into  a  peculiar  vifible  covenant-relation 
with  them  and  their  children,  raifed  up  Jefus  fir  ft  2- 
mong  you  as  the  greateft  of  prophets,to  whom  ye  onght 
to  have  hearkened,  according  to  God's  own  prediction 
and  command  by  Mofei ,  [Dent,  xviii.  15.)  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  to  teftify  his  higheft  approbation  and  acceptance, 
he,  as  the  Cod  of  peace,  reconciled  to  dinners,  through 
the  blood  of  bis  atoning  facrifice,  jvhich  is  tbe  blood  cf 
the  everlafting  covenant ,  brought  our  Lord  Jefus  again 
fremthe  dead,  [Neb.  xiii.  20.)  whom  ye  really  murder¬ 
ed,  though  under  the  form  of  alaw-procefs,'and  that  in 
the  moil  ignominious  manner,  by  hanging  him  on  the 
accurfed  tree,  as  if  he  had  been  the  vileft  of  malefactors. 

31  Even  him  has  God  not  only  raifed  to  life,  but  like- 
wife,  by  a  glorious  operation  of  his  almighty  power,  has 
exalted  to  the  greateft  dignity,  honour,  and  univerfal 
dominion  in  heaven  and  earth,  that  he  may  live  and 
reign  on  high,  with  all  authority  and  grace,  as  a  Prince 
enthroned  in  all  the  glory,  majefty,  and  power  of  his 
kingdom,  and  as  the  only  all-fuflictent  Saviour,  able  and 
willing  to  give  to.  the  whole  Jfraei  of  God,  tnclufive  of 
thofe  very  Jews  that  crucified  him,  the  molt  neceflary 
and  ineftimable  bleflings,  even  repentance,  by  the  ef¬ 
fectual  working  of  his  Spirit  upon  the  hearts  of  the  moft 
obdurate  and  impenitent  j  and  the  f-ce  and  full  pardon 
of  all  the  trefpafies  of  the  very  word  among  them,  thro' 
faith  in  his  blood. 

32  And  thefc  things  we  fpake  with  the  -utmofl  a  du¬ 
rance  >  being  appointed  by  Chrift  kimfelf  to teitify  them, 

and 
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/dm  alfotheHoly  and  having  been  ourfelves  witneflcs,  particularly  of  hifl 
hithgi*$n(ot^;iD  Ttfurre£lion  and  afcenfion  toglory,  and  of  the  wonder- 
tku  obey  him,  ful  and  endearing. fruits  of  his  exaltation :  Yea,  the  Ho* 

ly  Ghoft  himfelf  like  wife  bears  witnefs,  in  the  higheft 
manner,  to  thefe  important  doctrines,  who,  with  convin¬ 
cing  light,  and  powerful  energy,  works  in  and  by  us, 
and  has  made  many  others,  together  with  ourfdves, 
partakers  of  their  fweet  and  happy  influence  ;  and  wbdm 
God  has  given,  and  will  ftill  farther  give,  to  all  that  are 
bt  ou  gh  t  to  yield  th  emfelves  up  to  th  e  obedience  of  faith, 
find  chufc  to  obey  him,  rather  than -man}  all  thefe 
have  the  witnefc  in  themfelves,  and  are  a  fucceflion  of 
witneffes,  upon  experience,- of  the  fame  things:  And 
there  is  virtue,  grace,  and  merit  enough  in  this  Lord  of 
glory,  to  melt  even  your  hearts  into  repenting  for  rows, 
and  to  extend  free  forgivenefs  to  you,  that  had  fo  deep 
a  hand  in  his  crucifixion. 


3j  When  tVy 
heard  th.it f  th*r 
were  cot  Iff  the 
hart ,  and  tuofc 
counie)  to  flay 
{hem. 


14  Then  flood 
there  hp  prif  \n  the 
council,  a  I’turi- 

ice,  named  Guna- 
|L],  a  of 

law,  had  in  reci¬ 
tation  among  ,J| 
the  people,  and 
commanded  to 
pu£  the  apn flics 
forth  a  little  /puce. 


And  fill 

unto 


33  When  the  council  heard  this  plain  and  touching 

difcourle,  in  (lead  of  fuhmitting  to  its  ftrength  and  evi¬ 
dence,  or  relenting  with  godly  forrow,  like  them  that 
were  pricked  in  tbeir  heart,  (chap.  ii.  37.) ;  and  inftead 
of  feeking  forgivenefs  of  (ins  from  the  exalted  Saviour, 
they  were  cut  through  )  with  indignation,  rage, 

and  envy  j  and  immediately  were  for  confulting  roea- 
fures  about  putting  all  the  a  potties  to  death,  and  fo  get¬ 
ting  rid  of  them  at  .once,  and  eftc&ualiy  preventing  the 
further  progrefs  of  tbe  gofpel, 

34  Bur  (*')  as  Toon  as  ibis  unrighteous  and  barbarous 
defign  began  to  difeover  itfelf,  a  check  was  put  upon  it 
by  a  learned,  grave,  and  venerable  man  of  the  aflembly, 
viz,  Gamaliel ,  who  was  of  tbe  fed  of  the  Pbarifees,  a 
noted  feribe,  or  teacher  in  their  public  fcbools,  and  a 
man  of  confiderable  influence,  character,  and  eftcem,.a- 
mong  the  people  for  wifdom,  learning,  and  piety,  tbe  * 
fame  perfon  that  was  tutor  to  Saul  of  Tar/us,  who  after¬ 
wards  became  tbe  great  apoilie  of  the  Gentiles,  (chap. 
xxii.  3,)  this  famous  rabbi  got  up,  and  ordered  all  tbe 
apofties  to  be  taken  for  a  little  while  out  of  court,  that 
there  might  be  the  greater  freedom  of  debate. 

35  And  upon  their-  withdrawing,  he  being  an  ene¬ 
my  to  the  corrupt  notions  of  tbe  Sadducres ,  and  haring 
favourable  thoughts  of  ihe  apofties,  and  a  regard  to  the 
common  principles  of  humanity  and  juttice,  and  to  the 

public 


......  NOTE. 

U  is  i'krw  (c  pmhshiy  fiippo&d  from  ii.  if,  18,)  and  ww  the  gnndfcn  of  the  f*- 
what  is  !o  .nJ  rn  <rrit-ni>r.  ihu  -  mons  HUte),  one  of  the  moll  eminent  *• 

t]»U  Ga-o  s  it)  was  the  tou  of  *o  J  «!H  St-  mong  the  dofior*.  See  Frit.  Cwfprff. 

"*;|i  •!*->  t-  ok  Chrill  up  in  his  arms,  vakil,  b,  viiL  s»8,  jsj. 
wber.  he  prcl;n:ed  in  the  u.nple,  (Lake 
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unto  them  t  Ye 
jneaof  llracijufce 
hoed  to  ywifdvci 
vfiat  yc  iatrnd  to 

do  t  u  touching 
:!;el£  &eo* 


3G  For  before 
thefr  days  tofe  up 
Thcudtt  ,  boaiJ- 
■ing  himfdf  to  be 
C ime  body  ,  to 
whom  a  number 
of  men  ?alxjut  four 
hundred  t  joined 
themfelvei :  who 
vu  flain,  and  all, 
Aft  many  aa  obey¬ 
ed  him,  were  ftat- 
t£rtd3&nd  brought 
to  nought, 


public  peace,  made  the  following  prudent  and  pacific 
fpeech,  Ye  rulers  of  God’s  people  Ifrael7  who  ought 
to  be  governed  by  reafon  and  religion,  it  greatly  behoves 
you  to  be  very  cautions,  and  to  take  heed  of  doing  any 
thing  rafhly  in  a  paffion,  and  to  eonlider  matters  tho¬ 
roughly  and  calmly!  as  in  the  fight  and  prefence  of  God, 
before  ye  determine  any  thing  againft  tbefe  men. 

36  For  ye  all  well  know,  that  fomc  time  fiace,  one* 
Tbtudai  fet  hirofelf  up  as  the  bead  of  a  party,  pretend¬ 
ing  to  be  a  man  of  great  authority  and  power,  and  that 
he  would  do  wonderful  feats  $  and  he  fo  far  impofed  up¬ 
on  the  people,  that  about  four  hundred  men  joined 
him,  in  hopes  of  great  preferment  under  him  ;  and  yet 
he  was  foon  cut  off,  and  his  caufe  died  with  him;  For 
all  bis  party,  that  bad  followed  him,  immediately  dif* 
perfed  and  came  to  nothing,  without  any  more  ado  j  and 
fo  fared  us,  and  the  civil  government,  allfurtbertrouble 
about  them. 


37  After  tliit 
majirofr  npJucU* 
of  Galilee,  in  the 
diyi  of  the  tax¬ 
ing  and  drew  a- 
way  much  people 
after  him :  be  li¬ 
ft  perifred,  and 
atlj  even  a*  many 
as  obeyed  bjni, 
were  dUperinL 


36  And  now  I 
/ay  UDtD  yon.  Re¬ 
frain  fro*i  thefe 
rocn,  and  let  them 
i-lone :  for  if  thi* 
£  fjnJcl  t  or  thU 
v  ogkj'be  of  men, 
it  will  come  to 
uuughu 


37  After  that  impoftor,  there  rofe  up  another,  viz* 
one  Judas  of  Cuz/i/«,  who  appeared  in  the  reign  of  Cafar 
Augujlusy  when  the  decree  was  iffued  out  for  a  general 
enrollment,  [Lvk't  ii.  1.);  this  man  alio,  fetting  up  with 
high  pretences  for  liberty,  deluded  the  people  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  abundance  of  them  ran  after  him,  and  bad 
great  expectations  from  him  ;  But  he,  in  like  manner, 
fopn  came  to  an  untimely  death,  and  all  his  adherents 
were  thereupon  difeomfited  j  and  we  heard  no  more  of 
them. 

38  And  now,  my  brethren,  let  us  learn  wifdom  and 
temper  in  the  prefent  criGs,  from  thefe  examples,  and 
not  go  into  any  hafty  aruTviolent  meafures,  to  punifli 
or  rdlrain  thefe  men  by  force,  that  have  been  brought 
before  us;  For  if  the  furprifing  (lory  they  tell  about  the 
refurreftioti  of  Jefus,  the  head  of  their  fe£t,  who  we  are 
fine  was  actually  crucified,  and  their  celebrated  mira- 
cles,  in  his  name,  be  all  the  whim  and  work  of  filly, 
weak  euthuGafla  ;  nay,  if  the  whole  of  this  affair  be  the 
artful  contrivance  and  juggling managementuf  cunning 
impoftors,  who,  under  a  pretence  of  religion,  are  carry¬ 
ing  on  fecular  views,  we  may  reafonably  conclude  from 
whar  has  been  in  the  foremen  tioned  in  fiances,  that  their 
£aufc  will  foon  die  with  their  Maficr  j  Divine  lVo valence, 

and 


N  O  T  E. 

0  How  far  tlie  per  Ions  uul  fafls  ffffirrd  C^,  Jill  voL  IT.  p.  )fj}  Ac.  ;trwt  Mr 
in  this  and  the  foLbubig  verie  agree,  or  tiifett's  /fronts  at  KnyV*  LrHnrei*  p.  dfti, 
JTsgrw*  ro  account  o f  TAcjwMj,  By  all  which  it  appears,  lh-1  the 

and  of  Jitiiai  of  GaMktt  whom  heilfocdU  fpoken  oT  by  Jj/S-piaj,  was  an  m  her  of  that 
J-'.&iS  tr&niii'iHs,  the  curioup  rcwlcr  may  jnr  nn«K*,  ului  Tt»ie  KTurc  the  it  Siitn- 

I  1  himftlf,  by  confrlttn**  Dr  te*frtjwt  on  tioi.td  by  ncr  lie red  h;ftori^:t. 
ili-j  phefj  auJ  Dr  Lirdwr'i  Urtii.  of  u  c 


s* 
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9P  Hot,  if  kfcc 
ofdat^ytAORnr 
oicnbrow  if ;  left 
Kiply  ye4*  fonml 
*zvr*t  To  fight  •- 

piitfi  God* 


40  And  tnhia 
flify  Jgr«d;  and 
when  they  h«l 
C^lkd  die  aprll  lei, 
ind  beaten  thmt 
they  rawmaivtrd 
that  they  Ibuald 
not  (peak  in  the 
fijrnt  of  Jcfics, 
and  let  them  go. 


4t  And  they 
departed  from  the 
prelctwc  of  the 
council,  rejoicing 
that  they  were 
Counted  worthy  10 
fb flier  flume  tor 
hisnaini. 


43  And  thUy 
lit  the  cent  pic  #  and 
in  crcry  hoofe* 
cealid  not  to 
Inch  and  pccacb 
CtiilL 


and  the  arerfe  of  things,  will  undoubtedly  in  a  little 
tine  difcover  their  defigns,  and  fufficiently  expofe  the 
men  to  tmtvcrfal  contempt  |  and  fo  are  need  not  rifle 
our  prefen t  reputation  with  the  people,  by  ufing  defpe- 
rate  methods  to  deftroy  what  will  fall  of  itfelf* 

39  Aut  if  what  they  fay  and  do,  with  plaufible  appear¬ 
ances  of  truth,  fliould  prove  to  be  the  effefl  of  God's 
own  coanfel  and  operation  ■,  it  wopld  be  vain,  impious, 
and  dangerous  for  yon  to  exert  human  authority  or  .force 
to  fupprds  it }  for  Air  counfrl  w ill fond*  and  be  -will  do 
all  bit  pkafure%  {If  xlri.  10.)  till  therefore  we  fee  the 
event,  we  ought  to  be  very  par«fal,tbat  we  attempt  no¬ 
thing  of  that  kind,  left  we  fliould  happen  to  contrail  the 
dreadful  guilt  of  waging  war  againft  the  great  Godhim- 
fclf :  IVoto  bun  that  Jlriveth  with  bit  Maker*  ( Ifa .  xlv. 
9.)  for  my  part,  I  tremble  at  tbe  ooofrquence  ot  fo  do- 
ing. 

40  And  this  fpeech  was  fo  rational  and  touching, 
that  tbe  generality  of  the  council  were  fo  far  foftned  in 
their  tempers,  and  influenced  to  fall  in  with  the  prudent 
advice  of  this  learned  ftnator,  as  to'  drop  the  defign  of 
putting  the  apoftles  to  death  :  And  yet  fo  great  was 
their  rage  againft  them,  that  when  they  had  ordered 
them  back  into  court,  and  to  be  ignomtntoully,  openly, 
and  feveicly  Scourged  for  a  pretended  contempt  of  au¬ 
thority,  they,  is  a  haughty  and  menacing  manner,  ftrid- 
ly  charged  them  never  to  make  ufeofthe  name  of  Chrift 
any  more  in  their  preaching  or  performances}  and  fo 
difmiffcd  them  for  the  prefent. 

41  They  there  open  went  away  («»•  wfwam 

from  tbe  face  of  that  anguft  aflembly,  without  reviling 
them ;  and  io  far  were  they  from  being  difeouraged,  or 
alhamed,  or  intimidated  by  their  commands,  or  by  the 
indignity  which  had  been  tb  tajuriouily  put  upon  them; 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  rejoiced,  not  only  amidft  their 
fufferings,  but  in  the  thought,  that  the  Lord  Jefus  had 
fo  highly  honoured  them,  as  to  give  them  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  bearing  apubiic  and  becoming  teftimony  to  him, 
by  undergoing  the  greateft  reproach  among  men,  for  the 
fake  of  his  glorious  name  and  caufe. 

42  And  fo  far  were  they  from  giving  heed  to,  or  be* 
ing  retrained  by,  the  haughty  prohibitions  and  ill  ufage 
they  had  met  with,  that  they  went  on  with  their  work, 
as  vigorously  and  conftanfly,  or  more  fo  than  ever,  both 
publicly  in  the  temple  to  all  forts  of  people,  and  more 
privately  in  every  houfe,  where  they  came,  totheir  friends 
and  feliow-chriilians;  labouring  night  and  day,  both  in 
lacrcd  and  in  common  time,  to  explain  the  gofpelolfal- 

vation. 


Ch*  n. 
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vation,  and  particularly  to  preach  up  Jefus  Chrift  as 
crucified,  and  rifcn  again  from  the  dead* 

R  EC  OLL  EC  T  I  O  NS. 

How  eafily  do  the  eorrupfcroti*  of  mtn‘»  hearts*  and  the  temptation*  of  unfair 
tion  and  covetoufnefe  draw  them  into  a  lie !  But  how  abominable  ia  this  fin,  e- 
fpcddly,  when  it  turns  into  bypocrify  towards  God ;  and  moft  of  alt  when  it 
proceeds  from  athriitical  conceits,  at  if  the  Divine  Spirit,  who  ia  faimfclf  God, 
ajid  manifcftly  a&ed  as  fiicfa  in  the  apoftics,  does  not  know  it,  or  cannot  bring  It 
to  light !  And  how  fhould  fiunm  MmUc*  and  profcflbr*  of  Chriftiamty  be  a- 
fraid*  at  the  thought  of  prevaricating  with  that  God,  who  can  ftrike  Gan  and 
hypocrites  dead,  and  vindicate  the  honour  of  his  laft  and  brighteft  difpeoiation 
of  graceT  by  terrible  things  fr  righteoiifntfe*  on  tbofc  that  would  bring  hia  au¬ 
thority  under  conte mpt!  AM  yet  with  what  blind  and  ralh  zeal  have  many,  un¬ 
der  a  pretence  of  religion*  fet  therofdves  agoinft  the  moft*eraintnt  ministers  of 
ChriJt,  and  therein  fought  again  ft  God  1  But  bis  count!  and  work  Shall  ftand*ia 
defiance*  and  to  the  confnTion  of  all  that  oppofe  them  ;  and  he  can  raife  up  ad* 
vocates  for  his  righteous  cant  from  amongft  its  mail  inveterate,  learned*  and 
potent  enemies:  AM  how  remarkably  has  he  owned  and  encouraged  his  faith¬ 
ful  frmntSj  opened  priton  doors  for  them*  wrought  wonderful  miracles  of  mer¬ 
er  and  power  by  their  hands,  reftrained  and  overrated  the  fury  of  rulen,  awed 
the  multitude,  and  increafed  the  church*  In  the  niidft  of  all  human  attempts  for 
fifpprefliug  it,  to  the  confirmation  of  the  gofpd*  and  of  our  firitii  !  And  how 
great  focnT  the  terrors  and  reproaches  may  be,  that  any  of  us  endure  fcrChrift's 
rarne*fake#  we  may  drfgrifr  them  alt,  and  count  them  our  glory  ;  and  dinting 
to  obey  God,  rather  than  mat},  hold  on  our  way  to  own  and  honour  him,  and 
pubhili  tl^e  pnufes,  of  a  once  crucified*  and  now  rifcn  Redeemer,  who  is  exalt¬ 
ed  as  a  Prince  and  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  fargivtoeft  of  fins,  to.  tbe 
moft  hardened  and  guilty  criminals.  - 


CHAP*  VL 


The  injlitution  of  the  office  of  deaeons  fir  difpojing  of  the  church's 
fock9  with  the  occaftonof  ity  and  tin  account  of  thefcaen  that  were 
ihofiny  1, — y.  Stephen*  me  of  tbe  fiven%  is  deputed  agahtff^  and 
accufed  to  the  fanhedrimt  8,^14,  And  appears  before  them  with  au 
angelic  lufirt  on  his  countenance^  l  J. 


Text, 

A™  In  ihofc 
*xdjys,  when 
the  number  of  die 
Hiitiplesw  mul¬ 
tiplied  ,  there  a- 
r'lcirouncuring 
of  iht  Grtcutua- 
giinft  the  tie- 
fa  re^f  *  beejuif 
t  heir  wido**  were 
riegkfUd  in  tbe 
Hilly  imn:fii-a£t- 


Paraphbase. 

A  FTER  fome  time,  when  converts,  chiefly  from  a- 
mong  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  were  fo  exceed¬ 
ingly  multiplied  and  added  to  the  church,  that  there 
were  fiercely  benefa&ions  enough  for  a  comfortable 
fupply  of  all  their  poor ;  tbeir  beautiful  barmony  was  fo 
far  broke  in  upon,  that  there  arofe  heart-burnings  and 
complaints  among  thofe  Chriftians,  who  were  Jevit  by 
birth,  but  nfed  the  Greek  language  in  their  fynagognes, 
and  common  eonverferion,  (lee  the  note  on  John  xii. 
2®.)  againtt  thofe  that  continued  to  read  the  Old  Tefta- 
menr,  and  to  fpeak  in  tbe  Hebrews  tongue  $  becanfe,  in 
the  diftribotion  cf  the  public  charity,  which,  to  prevent 
profufenefs  and  ill  hufbandry  in  the  poor,  was  made 
day  by  day,  as  occaiions  required,  they  fufpe&ed  at 
leaft,  that  due  care  was  not  taken  of  the  Grecian  wi¬ 
dows. 


6o 
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down,  and  others  of  their  poor,  while  the  great? ft  regard 
was  Ihewo  to  thofe  of  the  Hebrew  denomination,  as  tho1 
theie  were  to  be  deemed  the  mod  worthy,  and  to  have 
the  moil  liberal  allowances  from  the  fund,  which  had 
indeed  been  principally  raifed  by  contributions  from  their 
Hebrew  friends. 


t  TJicn  the 
twi-lv*  catkd  the 
multitude  of  (he 
dil'ctplts  onto 
them,  2nd  tiid,  It 
is  not  rcafon  rhd 
we  tha?ufd  leave 
the  wonl  of  God, 
and  Cerve  tabki. 


j  Wherefore, 
bitihren,  look  yc 
ocf  jmonjvoufe' 
ven  nwnof  h^odl 
rrpoit,  fullof  the 
lijiy  Ghnft  and 
wUdom, 


2  Hereupon  the  twelve  a  pottles,  though  they  had  ta¬ 
ken  all  poflible  care  to  make  impartial  dittributions  to 
every  neceffitous  obje£t,  and  had  attended  this  fervice  as 
far  as  their  other  more  important  affairs  admitted,  pru¬ 
dently  fummoned  the  church  together,  who  had  a  joint- 
intereft,  right,  and  concern  in  fettling  things  to -their 
own  fatisfadion :  And,  as  Jethro  advifed  Mtfes  to  call 
in  afliflance  forjudging  fmallcaufcs, becaufe  the  whole 
of  his  former  work  was  too  heavy  for  him,  (Exod.  xviii. 
2t,  drc.) To  they  fpoketo  the  whole  community,  faying. 
As  the  managment  of  the  church’s  flock  now  takes  up  a 
great  deal  of  our  time,  and  occafions  jealoufies,  that 
may  prejudife  honed  fouls  againd  us  and  our  mini  dry, 
it  is  by  no  means  fit  or  proper,  that  we  fhould  be  divert¬ 
ed  from  our  great  work  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  and 
fpend  our  time  in  daily  ordering  out  of  the  common 
fund  filch  fupplies  as  are  needful  for^fupporting  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  facred  ordinances,  and  relieving  all  that  are  to 
be  maintained  by  it 

3  Therefore,  brethren,  (for  fo  we  now,  and  from 
henceforth  edeem  and  call  you,  with  the  utmod  affec¬ 
tion,  as  members  of  Chrift,  and  heirs  of  the  heavenly 
inheritance  together  wich  us)  carefully  confider  this  mat¬ 
ter,  and  fix  upon  feven  men  out  of  your  own  number 
of  believers,  which  may  be  fiiflacienc  for  the  prefent  ; 
men  that  have  an  edablifhed  reputation  for  integrity, 
(xafTv?K,<£iw )  and  are  plentifully  endued  with  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  gifts  and  fpccnl  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to 

guide 

NOTE. 


*  As  ill  nterflary  esprncc*  Tor  carrying 
on  the  wurlhip  of  God;  and  as  theapoftles 
tlu.-infdvcst  as  well  as  the  poor,  were  doubt- 
ids  to  fcs  fupportd  out  of  the  cornmnn 
flock,  \  have  given  fucb  a  paraph  rate,  u 
may  lake  in  the  Lord's  table,  and  the  tables 
of  the  apofUct,  and  of  the  poor  members  of 
the  church ;  though  the  direct  and  imme* 
(lUu  of  (he  office  was  to  lake  care  of 

the  poor.  And  it  »  natural  to  think,  that 
though  Stephen  and  PbiSp,  and,  perhap-, 
to  me  othm  of  thefe  fiHl  deacons*  afrer- 
uitrds  (iTTwhed  the  gofpel :  ycr,  that  they 
C\£  this,  not  by  virtue  of  their  tkacunfbip, 
hut  of  fume  other  coinmUGon  given  o> 
them  as  cwngrlirtij  whkh,  f  apprehend* 
f  hey  received  rot  before,  but  after  they  had 
fctxji  dwk'o  to  chat  office :  For  thoegh  u 


was  fir  that  they  (bould  be  capable  of  admini- 
fti  log  fptritual  couofrl  on  all  proper  oCCa- 
fions*  and  have  a  i'pirir  of  difeerning  in 
thofe  days,  as  may  be  intimated  in  their  be¬ 
ing  full  «f  fa  Hsfy  Gfoft;  h  is  not  likely 
that  they*  who  were  already  evangditls, 
fhould  be  5>  Car  diverted  fr>m  their  main  fu* 
penor  work,  as  to  fcrvc  tables :  And  there¬ 
fore  it  does  noc  appear  to  me  in  at,  as  Jbmc 
hive  thought1,  thcl'e  were  p*rt  t >t  the  (even¬ 
ly  dticlplcs  which  were  thujeo  and  ordain* 
ed  by  oorLord  Mmfelf,  (Laforx,  >•)  though 
they  were  probably  fome  of  rhe  bundled 
and  twenty  mentioned  thttp:  l  ij.  ;  aod  pof- 
fibly  when  any  of  -thcA:Ci>m minced  evange* 
liHt,  others  were  choTen  into  the  derott’i 
office  in  their  room* 
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wi£tfrai,whoffl  we 
may  appoint  over 
ibi*  brfncft. 


4  Fat  we  will 
jkt  nurfelveseon- 
tumatiy  to  prayer, 
xnj  to  the  mioi* 
(try  of  the  word* 


$  And  the  fay¬ 
ing  pleated  the 
whole  multitude. 
And  they  chofc 
£rcphen  ,  a  man 
full  of  fall  hand  of 
rht  li  tly  Ghofta 
and  Philip ,  and 
pPO^Ktmis  *  and 
Kicattor*  and  T>- 

moit,  amlP«r<ti6> 
nas,  and  Nicola?, 
aptoftlyieof  An- 
riuch ; 


ff  Whom  they 
falieForethc  apa¬ 
tites  ;  aud,  when 
*.  they  had  prayed, 
they  bid  wdr 
L-tjJi  on  them. 


guide  and  iM  them  in  the  wife  and  faithful  difeharge 
of  their  duty,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  ii.  3.) ;  and  that  are 
of  approved  prudence  to  order  things  to  the  belt  advan¬ 
tage,  whom  we,  purfuant  to  your  ranee,  and  with  your 
content,  may  tet  apart -for  this  very  ufe, (!««? 
«•«<)  namely,  for  performing  the  office  of  deacons  in 
difpohngof  the  church-flock,  {ver.  2.)  . 

4  But  as  for  us,  the  apofttes  of  our  Lord,  we,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  original  deCgn  of  oar.  office,  will  give  our- 
felves  up  entirely  and  uninterruptedly  to  the  great  duties 
of  folemn  prayer  forajl  affiflanceand  fuccefs  in  the  work 
to  which*  wc  are. called,  and  of  miniftring  the  word  of 
God’s  grace-}  and  fo  labour  in'  the  feryice  of  Chrift  and 
louts,  with  all  diligence  and  perfeverance,  and  look  up 
to  him  for  a  bleffing. 

5  And  the  whole  Chriflian  fodety  were  extremely 
taken  with  this  propofol,  as  a  happy,  expedient  for  re- 
ferying  full  liherty  to  the  apoflles  to  go  on  with  their 
tefltmony  to  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  and,  at  the  fomc  time,  for 
taking  due  care  of  the  temporal  affairs  of  the  church  ; 
Accordingly,  upon  Devious  deliberation,  they,  with  great 
harmony  and  joint-concurrence,  m  >de  choice  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  perfons  for  the  deacon1:,  office,  viz.  Stephen,  a 
man  eminent  for  faith  and  fairhfuhul's,  and  abundantly 
enriched  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  5 
and  Philips  who  afterwards  wmt  about  preaching  Chrifi, 
{chap.  viii.)i  to  rhefe  two  eminent  men  they  joined  Pro  , 
chorus ,  and  Nicanor,  and  Timont  and  Parmenar,  and  * 
Ntcolat,  who,  before  his  convcrfion  to  the  f  lirh  of  Chrift, 
had  been  a  profelyte  of  righteoufnefs  ;  and  fo  by  reli¬ 
gion  a  few,  though  a  native  of  Antioch  in  Sjria,  and  fo 
a  G  eat  He  by  birth. 

6  Fhete,  the  brethren,  (ver.  3.)  prefented  to  the  a- 
pofUes  as  the  perfons  whom  they  had  chofen  to  this 
office;  and  the  apofttes  thereupon  recommended  them 
to  the  bleffing  of  God  by  prayer,  and  laid  their  hands  u~ 
pon  them,  as  a  vifible  token  that  God  would  blefs  them, 
and  beflow  ftill  further  gifts  and  qualifications  upon 
them,  for  a  wife,  faithful,  and  ufeful  difeharge  of  the 
trull  which  was  then  committed  to  them. 


NOTE. 


7  And 


'  All  theft  deacons  having  Greek  name?,  crtai  were  the  roan  from  whom  the  aboroi- 
Pen  ui  have  been  of  the  Grecian  orlfdte-  liable  fcft  of  the  •ViWrf.Wf*  fpolcL's  of 
lUllicdL  put  of  the  church,  that  tbfir  poor  ii  6t  is*  took  their  name*  If  lie  □<!- 

have  no  room  fur  further  com  plaint*  van  cal  the  impure  notions  which  antiquity 
ol'  being  ncjIcAerl  tn  the  diftribmkms  of  I  he  lays  they  held,  he  mull  b:  Jj-J  £y  Je^n^nlcti 
pu  'ic  money*  Stephen  ami  1 *bi£p  arc  fpo-  hii  firft  faith ;  UtH  k  foems  from  £tt~ 

of  at  large  in  this  and  the  two  follow-  fcwas,  (Fstkf.  H;ji.  Hb.  m,  rap-  ap,)  that 
itijj  di4pu-«i  but  the  ftriptnnr  never  men*  liy  injurious  miicondinttioi^  of  hi&.rtordj, 
i:  ,ns  any  of  the  reft  again,  ualcJi  this  t\>  they  fathered  th^ir  filthy  dochioci  upon  biro* 


6z 
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Ch.  v>* 


thcdiftipk*  id  ill* 
tiptied  to  JcroCi* 
len  greatly;  and 
t  gnat  cum  piny 

of  the  piidH  weft, 
obrdknt  10  die 
HUk 


7  And  aB  tbe  peace  of  the  church  was  now  again 
and  the  lumber  of  re«®rwlt  and  the  apoftles  were  (UGacuaibered  from  its 

fcculsur  concents)  and  more  at  liberty  -than  before  to 
purfue  their  main  work,  they  fpread  the  do&rines  of 
Chiift  in  their  minifi rations  with  growing  fuccefs  j  fo 
that  erven  in  JernfaJem  itfelf,  where  Chrifthad  been  re* 
jefkcd  and  crucified,  it  took  root  in  many  hearts,  and 
converts  daily  increaTed  more  and  more  among  them  ; 
yea,  a  great  number  of  the  JemJh  priefts,  that  ufed  to 
he  lone  of  tbe  moft  inveterate  of  our  Lord's  enemies, 
were  effectually  wrought  upon  by  his  Spirit,  and  brought 
over  to  believe  on  him,  according  to  tbe  divine  com¬ 
mand,  and  to  yield  all  holy  obedience  to  God  by  faith, 
(m,‘w  r»  »<w)  as  its  genuine  fruit  and  effeft. 

8  And,  for  the  (till  greater  propagation  of  the  gof- 
pel,  Stephen,  being  a  man  of  abundance  of  faith,  zeal, 
and  holy  courage,  was  fpirited,  authorised,  and  enabled 
to  preach  it,  and -to  confirm  it  by  wooderful  miracles, 
which  were  {nun*)  figns,  publicly  exhibited,  of  God's 
owning  it,  in  the  fight  of  all  tbe  people. 

9‘  But  as -there  were  various  fynagpgues  for  hellenift 
Jews,  and  for  profelytes  of  different  nations,  to  affem- 
ble  for  prayer,  and  reading  of  the  law,  and  other  reli¬ 
gious  exerdfin ;  and  they  were  generally  tbe  great  eft 
zealots  for  Judaifm,  for  the  fake  of  which  they,  of  all 
others,  were  moft  expofod  to  contempt  and  fufterings 
in  their  refpe&ive  countries :  So  there  were  feme  that 
belonged  to  the  fynagogues  of  fuch  freed-mcn  of  Rome, 
or  their  dependents,  as  had  obtained  this  privilege  by 
gift,  or  purchafe,  tbe  firft  of  which  were  called  teberti, 
and  the  fecond  Libertini,  in  diftinfkion  from  original 
Native  Freemen  ,*  and  there  were  others  that  belonged 
to  the  feveral  fynagogues  of  Cyreneaud  Alexandria,  and 
of  Cilicia.  and  Ajia,  who,  thinking  tbemfelves  a  match 
for  Stephen ,  whatfoever  they  might  be  for  the  apoftles, 
openly  oppofed  him,  and  challenged  him  to  a  difpute* 
about  the  grand  points  of  Chriftianity. 

_ ^  t  10  And  he,  readily  embracing  tbat  opportunity  to 

kCA  die  wirdocn  vindicate  the  great  dorarines  of  a  rifen  Saviour,  fpoke 

judgment  and  courage,  clearnefs  of  evidence, 
*  ijuke.  anj  fotce  0f  reafoning,  by  the  immediate  afliflance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  according  to  Chrift’s  promife 
{Luke  xxi.  15.)  that  they  were  fairly  confuted,  and 

perfeflly 

MOTE. 

*  Tbe  diipucints  again  Q:  Supiea  wen,  ichotor,  of  Quit  pans,  anil  hntoot  ml 


SAthKlrpheB, 
Ml  of  feitb  and 
poww,  did  great 
wooden  and  mW 
nets  among  the 
people. 


y  Then  there  a- 
nfceoraaoftbt 
^aMDfat.vbidi 
a  called  l&r 

of  the  Li- 
lcnioe*a.end  Cjr- 
Raians,  and  A* 
kaandrians,  and 
oft  hem  oTCSlda, 
and  of  Afiaadifpu* 
ting  wkb  Stephen. 


10  And  they 
one  Dot  able  to 


probably,  cither  the  niton,  or  Ibme  other 
of  the  moft  learned  and  arete  tneo  of  tbe 
fcbools>>bdangin-  to  the  fynegogaa  where 
the  foreign  youth  were  educated  in  Jcwijb 
learning  j  and  »  Sad  of  Terjk 1  was  a  great 


againft  Chriftianity,  it  is  veiy  likely  tbat  he 
wi  concerned  in  thefe  debates,  h  well  u  in 
the  ftonfTtjr  of  Sttpkta  to  dwtb,  tinf-  vi£ 
fj.  md  A  t. 


Cb.  ri. 
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perfedkly  confounded  ;  being  incapable  of  maintaining 
tbeir  ova  arguments,  or  of  makanig  any  tolerable  re¬ 
ply  to  bis. 

n  Then  they  1 1  But,  inQnd  of  fabmitting  to  evidence,  and  re- 
SteTiu.Te  ioici°8  ia  «£«  tiding#  ^  a  Swiour,  they  were  tbe 
hM  beard  bin  more  enraged  to  ana  Ibemieivcs  thus  public?/  hifflcd 
tp^ik  bbfpho  ajuj  erpofed  ;  arid  therefore,  when  they  could  not  fcp- 
Port  Arir  by  rafoning,  they,  at  ts  too  common 

God/  in  fuch  cafes,  betook  tkemfel  res  to  violence  and  falfe- 
bood,  underhuidedij  ioftrtiftthg,  perfoading,  and  bri¬ 
bing  certain  mea,  that  had  no  confcimccj  to  give  out 
■  a  charge  of  tbifr  import,  We  have  beard  this  doughty 
dtfputant  vent  blafpberates  in  dtflsonoerable  and  re¬ 
proachful  reflexions  m  our  famous  law-giver  Mofes  j 
yea,  and  on  the  great  God  bimfctf, 

>*  Aid  they  n  And  by  this,  and  fuch  like  means,  they  railed 
p^SdSiSSi  the  prejudices,  and  inflamed  the  paffioM  of  the  people, 
tnd  the  Anbf)  and  of  the  Jmijb  elders  and  rabbies,  men  of  chief  au- 
and  caw  upon  thority,  learning,  and  influence,  againft  him ;  and 
hlmttndbm|hc  they,  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  ruthed  upon 

0  the coao-  him;  and  felling  him  with  violence,  immediately  car* 
ried  him  before  the  fanhedritn  f,  for  them  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  matter* 

13  Aud 


NOTE* 


t  Qf  all  the  way*  that  I  have  met  with, 
for  frilling  the  power  of  the  Jrsrs  in  crimi* 
r>al  c*f«,  doqc  pkriei  me  better  than  what 
the  elaborate  compiler*  of  the  Univtrjtf  H*- 
//wyhavc  givtu  ust  (vok  W.  p.  **£,  ajy.) 
where  they  fix  the  fiitai  departure  of  the 
jNf-jnfr  fceptre,  or  power,  it  the  conwfinn 
of  Cvnv£tf%w  ihe  Jfjsutn  cent tir ion,  the  ftrft 
frain  of  til  At  of  the  Gentile  world*  In  tup- 
pa  rc  of  which  they  obfrrve,  that,  accord- 
in%  to  the  juft  rendering  of  Jowl? t  propbe 
ty*  Grw*  xlijt.  10.  which  ought  to  be  read, 
1  h  Jttftrt  jkalt  eif  depart.  Sec*  fiU  ShUoh 
;  and  tv  him  the  ttztitus  b+  rotbertd ;  it 
touM  nor  be  totally  removed*  ttil  this  pro- 
irited  eon  vet  fion  of  the  G  enisle*  wat  in  fbme 
nuifure  accomplithciL  It  had  indeed  begin 
to  dwindle  hiig  before,  but  there  were  Sill 
iorrx  remain*  tfi  j  ihfy  were  governed  by 
tSudr  own  Uw*,  their  fkithetfrim  had  frill  a 
great  power*  even  of  Life  and  dcarb :  But 
from  this  time  tc  was  To  tomtkd  and  reds 
red,  that  no  fooeftep  wui  to  be  teen  of  It. 
And  tbofr  gentleman  argue  from  the  difltr* 
ent  procedure  of  tlw  tenhedrifit,  who  tried, 
cun  irraned,  and  executed  Stephen  t  by  their 
ovr?*  authority,  about  a  year  after  Chrifl; 

tuu  rwcniy~fix  year*  after,  they  endeavour* 
iS  to  do  the  fame  hy  Fauir  and  were  pre¬ 
vented  by  Lrfait  the  Jfwwe  captaiir,  {Afh 
a  hi.  ay,  &c.)  from  doing  it  byytbdr  own 
thority,  They  afterwards  endeavoured  to 


prevail  firft  upm  the  old,  neat  upon  the 
new  governor,  10  con  lent  u>  Ida  being  pat 
to  rkath,  and  were  refuted  by  both,  notef* 
after  a  fair  mil  and  conrittion  at  the  fama* 
tribunal  And  when,  at  length*  rhey  ner- 
fiuded  ihe  new  governor  to  recede  in  Joajc 
meat ure  from  his  prerogative,  and  let  them 
try  the  pretended  criminal  them fc Ives,  ihe 
apottlc  protefcd  ag?inft  it  and  appealed  to 
CV/4J\  as  like  oaXf  trlhtmal  where  he  cuutd 
be  bwfuliy  tried*  Thi*  point  i*  further  ar^* 
gued  from  the  judgment  which  A* 

grip/*,  and  other*  made  of  him,  that  A*  AjJ 
%nc  noibU^  .'wtrtbj  ef  dtalb,  ar  */  h*Aft 
{chap,  xxvi.  31  )  as  ilfo  from  the  rafoii 
whirh  Fttlxt  gave  for  not  delivering  him  in¬ 
to  their  hands,  that  it  vras  uni  ibt  manner  tf 
tb f  Ronjins  w  di!ivtr  any  nun  to  d'f, 

&c.  (rtif *  xxv,  rs  )  and  from  the  jfcuFj 
Uytng  in  wait  to  kill  him  by  ftriU^cra, 
iiTtn  they  cuuid  doc  get  it  done  ia  a  judicial 
way.  Front  all  thefr,  and  fu^h  lik-  con- 
fiderations,  thote  k^rutrl  writers  condur.Ie, 
riot  briwron  the  death  of  it  .V*7v«  jitid  the 
(^1  of  Sr  Atari,  the  Jmts  hid  ill  t!*rir 
power  of  tryhig  rricniitd  cautes;  ^ad  iinev 
i!.is  iiJUwco  of  rhe  litter  h  riie  firft  we  mm 
with  of  their  lacing  di veiled  of  that 
ahour  twenty  yean  after  Lh:  convtr^on  of 
Cjrutfci*  k  frc.ns  to  follow,  that  the  Je  jtJb 
teefftre  was  nor  toraUy  <tepaac*l,  rill  after  -ho 

GtmUa  hod  been  gathered  to  iar/utf.’— -tut 


And  fet 
up  falfe  wit  nr  Acs 
which  laid,  Th!i 
man  tcaTeth  not 
to  (peak  bUfphc* 
mon$  words  a- 
gatnl^  this  holy 
place  y  and  the 
law  : 


64  The  Acts  tf  the  Apostles  paraphtafeL  Ch*  ri. 

13  And  having  fajfe  witnefles  ready  prepared  be¬ 
fore-band  fit  for  their  turn,  they  produced  them  in 
court,  who,  looking  at  the  prifoncr,  and  malicioufly 
putting  a  {trained  confinifticm  on  fomc  of  his  words, 
and  mifreprefenting  others,  depofed  againft  him  in  the 
following  manner.  This  man,  who  is  juftly  brought  as 
a  criminal  to  your  bar,  has  had  the  impudence  to  utterf 
and  to  perfift  io  propagating,  wherever  he  came,  fuck 
fcandalous  doctrines,  as  amount  to  downright  bbfphc- 
my  againft  this  facrcd  temple, -in  an  apartment  of  which 
ye  are  now  fitting,  and  againft  our  divine  law,  and 
confequently  againft  Mofeiy  our  great  lawgiver,  and  a* 
gainft  God  himfdf* 

14  For  we  with  our  own  ears  have  heard  him  round* 
lyaflert,  that  this  Jefus,  the  contemptible  Ndzarenes 
who  we  all  know  was  crucified,  but  whom  he  preaches 
up  to  the  people,  as  his  riftn  Lord  and  Saviour,  will 
utterly  deftroy  this  magnificent  temple,  which  is  con* 
fecrated  to  God,  and  will  aholifh  the  religious  mes  and 
ceremonies,  which,  by  divine  appointment,  Mofes  de¬ 
livered  in  the  law,  to  be  obferv^l  by  us. 

15  But  as  all  this,  fuppofing  it  to  be  true,  was  far 
from  any  thing  like  blafphemy,  and  as  in  fact  it  after¬ 
wards  came  to  pafs  *,  whether  Stephen  at  that  time  was 
fo  far  infpired,  as  fully  to  apprehend  it,  or  not ;  lb 
God  vlfihly  owned  and  honoured  him  in  like  manner, 
as  he  did  Mofes,  when  he  had  been  converting  with 
him,  and  receiving  the  law  from  him  the  fecondtime  in 
the  mount:  (Exod*  ixiiv.2y>  30.)  And  whilft  he  ftood 
under  this  heavy  charge  before  the  council,  all  that  were 
fitting  there  looked  intently  and  eameftly  at  him,  astho* 
they  would  ofaferre  whether  there  were  no  tokens  of 
guilt  in  his  afpc£t  >  hut  fo  far  were  they  from  difeover- 
ing  any  thing  like  it,  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  Taw  a 
moft  amiable  innocence  and  cheerful  nefs,  and  even  an 
extraordinary  miraculous  fplcndor  and  majefty  in  his 

countenance, 

NOTES 


14  For  vc  have 
heard  trim  lay  t 
that  this  Jcfri  of 
Naurtth  Ouli  do* 
ftroy  this  plan, 
and  fhall  change 
thecuflwnt  which 
Moles  delivered 


15  And  alt  that 
fat  m  thecouncilj 
looking  fttdfriHy 
<m  him*  Caw  bis 
hcfaiit  hid  been 
the  face  of  an  an* 
tfl. 


the  curious  and  inqutfmve  reader,  that  would 
thoroughly  examine  this  intricate  argument, 
and  ice  how  far  the  Jtuts  Continued  to  have 
the  power  of  life  and  deaths  in  matters  re¬ 
lating  to  their  own  lav,  may  co-nfult  the 
learned  and  laboured  difcoiirics  of  Dr 
Lar&xr,  to  reflxsm  it>  in  his  Credibility  tf 
the  Crofpsf  HtJtory>  and  of  Mr  lo  efla- 

bKfh  lit  full  extent,  in  his  frrmous  at  Bvjirs 
Leflore. 

*  Though  from  our  Lord**  own  predic¬ 
tion*,  xai,  6*  and  Job*  iv*  a],  14.) 

which,  probably,  Stephen  fud  referred  to, 
tie  might  know  that  the  temple  iboold  be 


deftroyed,  and  a  ntf ore  fpirltual  fort  of  mr- 
Ibip  Introduced  r  yet,  Gnce  the  apoftles 
themfclves  did  not  for  fbmc  time  after  thU 
koow  that  the  ceremonial  lav  fhould  be  ut¬ 
terly  abujilb^,  it  may  be  a  queftton  whe¬ 
ther  Stephen  cm  fpoke  in  foeh  ftrung  term* 
a*  were  dktlgtxJ  by  tfaefe  wicucfles  agalult 
him,  about  the  change  of  the  cultoms  ile* 
livcrctf  brM^rjsiaw;  ortf,  by  dmoe  fi'£- 
geftion,  he  fpoke  words  that  admiui-’d  of 
H)tb  a  conftru&lon,  whethf  he  biitlclf 
dearly  under!  food  their  whole  meaning,  aoy 
more  than  fome  of  the  amient  proplim 
did  tbiir  own  precedes,  (1  ftf*  i,  so.  xi.j 
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countenance,  as  If  it  had  been  the  face  of  an  illuftrious 
angel  appearing  in  human  form.  (See  Maltb.  xxviii.  3,} 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  unhappy  ia  it  that  money-matters  flioukl  occafion  murmtirings  Aild  dif- 
cord  in  chnrchta,  which,  on  other  accounts,  arc  of  one  heart  and  foul !  How 
prudent  13  it  to  prevent  fucU  occafions,  by  an  impartial  application  of  their  ftbe- 
t  tf  contributions  to  tbe  religious  and  charitable  uits  for  which  they  were  made! 
And  how  needful  is  the  office  of  deact/ns  for  this  porpofr  ;  and  that  men  of  re¬ 
putably  cftabliftied  characters,  for  good  ©economy  and  fidelity,  full  of  faith  and  of 
i'-!e  Holy  Ghoft,  be  appoints!  to  it  !  But  how  tender  fbouhl  wc  be  of  the  rights 
of  churches  for  choofing  their  own  officer*,  relating  to  their  lecul-tr*  as  well  as 
i'pirituai  concerns  !  The  apoftlcs  themfdves  would  not  invade  thvfc  rights;  ami 
yet  their  directions  ought  to  be  followed  ia  the  nwrrife  of  them,  While  dea¬ 
cons  arc  to  ferve  tables,  the  great  bufinefs  of  gofpt-l  mini/ters  is  to  give  them- 
ivlvcs  entirely  to  the  preaching  of  the  word  arul  prayer,  that  they  may  I  tbour  for 
the  fervice  or  fouls,  in  hope  that  God  may  make  it  cflfc&ual ;  ami  when  he  is 
with  them,  ye  may  well  hope  that  numbers  of  converts,  and  even  foaie  from 
among  ll«  moft  unlikely,  fuch  as  the  bigotted  priefta  of  old,  will  be  brought  in 
to  the  Lord  and  to  his  church.  But,  O  hour  definitely  are  carnal  hearts  let  a- 
gainlt  the  gofpe!  of  Chrift  ;  and  how  pcrvcrfely  apt  to  ctarge  his  glorious  and 
peculiar  dodnnes  with  blafphemy  !  Yea,  falfe  profdfors  of  religion  arc  its 
j:rcateft  enemies,  though  they  cannot  gaiufay  the  spirit  of  wifcfom  and  power 
that  appears  in  his  fen-ants*  and  though  miracles  thcmfcWes  were  to  be  wrought 
by  them,  and  God  himfclf  were  to  make  their  faces  ih*ne  like  an  Augcl*a.  but 
wo  unto  thofe,  who*  inAead  of  feripture*  reafon,  and  argument,  fly  to  calum¬ 
ny  and  violence  ;  and  either  fnboro,  or  fuffer  themfoivea  to  be  made,  falfe  wit* 
j idles  agahift  them  whom  God  owns  and  honours  ! 


CHAP,  VIL 

Stephen*!  defence  of  himfeif  before  the  ftnAcdrim  againfi  the  blafphemy 
laid  to  his  charge^  on  Account  of  what  he  had  faid  about  the  change  cf 
ceremonial  rites  *  and  acceptably  worjbipping  God  in  one  place  as  well 
as  another t  i, — 19.  About  Moles  and  his  Aw,  10, — 43,  And  a- 
brut  the  dejlruUim  of  the  temple ,  44, — 50,  He  applies  f/v  dlfcourfe 
to  the  council  and  kit  profecutvr$t  51, — 53-  and  is  jtoned  to  dfath, 
while  he  was  under  an  extraordinary  manifeftation  of  Chrijl  to  himf 
and  was  praying  for  bis  enemies  f  54, — 60, 


T  FJCT. 

THEN  ttdthc 
bigH  prkft  , 
Atl  ihclc  tilings 
w? 


t  And  hr  faid. 
Men  ,  brethren , 
.vlJ  fidicrs t  hear* 
ken. 

Vet.  III. 


Par  a  phrase. 

'T'HE  high-prieft  having  heard  the  charge  of  blaf- 
phemous  words,  that  had  been  laid  againft  Ste¬ 
phen,  and  not  being  fufficicmly  awed  by  the  wonderful 
luftre  that  appeared  in  his  countenance,  {chap,  '’■vu'  13, 
14,  13.)  went  on,  as  prefident  of  the  council}  to  put 
him  upon  his  trial,  faying,  Is  there  any  truth  in  the 
things  depofed  againfl  you  ?  What  have  you  to  fay  for 
yourfdf  ?  Arc  you  guilty,  or  not  guilry  ? 

l  And  Stephen  made  a  noble  defence  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  (Long  and  touching  manner:  Men,  brethren,  and 
father;,  by  whom  I  ought  to  be  treated  with  humanity, 
t  E  kindjtcfs, 
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Jtcn  *  The  Co<i 
ofgh*ry  appeared 
omo  onr  fathtrA- 
braham*  when  he 
ws  in  Mdopnra- 
mia,  before  he 
dwdc  in  Chains, 


3  And  fa:d  un* 
(o  him*  (rtt  thee 
out  of  fliy  oiititp 
try,  and  from  thy 
kindled,  in  dcome 
l\i\o  the  land 
which  [fli  Jl  thew 
thee. 

4  Then  cime 
he  out  of  ihe  Und 
of  the  Chaldeans, 
iliddwcltinChar^ 

nn  t 


kindnefc,  and  tendernels,  and  whom  I  would  addrefs 
with  fober  reafoning  and  feripture-arguments,  with  af¬ 
fectionate  concern  for  your  happinefs,  and  with  all  be¬ 
coming  refpcct,  I  beg  your  patience  to  hear  what  I 
have  to  offer,  with  ferious  attention,  and  without  gi* 
ving  me  any  interruption:  As  to  the  charge  of  blaf- 
phemy  exhibited  again  ft  me,  (chap*  vi*  14,)  on  ac¬ 
count  of  what  I  have  fatd  about  the  change  of  ceremo¬ 
nial  rites,  and  acceptably  worftiipping  God  in  every 
place,  provided  if  be  in  fpirit  and  truth,  (John  iv.  21, 
23,  24.}  fuller  me  to  lay  before  you  a  (bort  hiftory  of 
Abraham  and  the  patriarchs*  our  worthy  progenitors : 
To  begin  with  Abraham,  from  whom  we  are  alt  de¬ 
fended,  and  under  whom  we  hold  our  covenant-priii- 
1  eges,  when  he  lived  in  an  idolatrous  country,  viz.  in 
Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  (Gen*  xi.  31+  Jofb.  xxir.  2,  3.  and 
Neh*  ix.  7.)  which  lay  in  Mesopotamia,  even  then,  and 
tin  re  it  was,  that  the  great  and  bkfled  God,  whom  I 
adore,  but  who  is  exalted  above  alt  bitfling  and  praife, 
and  has  no  need  of  the  homage  of  any  of  his  creatures, 
fir  ft  mani  felted  htmfelf  to  him  in  a  cloud  of  glory  *, 
before  he  came  to  dwell  in  Charran . 

3  And  there  it  was,  that  this  only  living  and  true 
God  opened  a  door  of  hope  to  os,  faying  to  him,  (Gen. 
xii.  1.)  Arifc,  and  remove  your  habitation  from  your 
native  country,  and  from  among  your  idolatrous  rela¬ 
tions,  and  go  to  fettle  in  another  land,  to  which  I  Hull 
direct  you, 

4  Hereupon  he  immediately,  without  confuting  his 
frcular  intereft,  or  his  afleftton  to  bis  native  land,  and 
the  relations  that  might  be  left  there,  believed  in  God, 
and  obeyed  his  command,  by  removing  with  his  father 
Terah,  and  hits  nephew  Lot,  together  with  his  own  wife 
Su rah,  our  of  Chaldea,  going  he  knew  not  whither, 
(Jhb*  xi.  8.);  and  he  reftded  with  them  for  Tome  time 

in 


NOTE 


+  It  I?  ff ncraily  thought.  wiih  great  ptw 
hnhihry,  that  this  iuk,  Tke  tjyj  {/  (^Vt, 
here  refer*  to  the  jrUiri^n  apprti  nice 
wMrh  he  made  in  ih-r  $ ZccInniP,  and  trnm 
which  he  fftnlLc  t'*  Afatihiitit  ;  and  11  mutt 
be  fuppofeci,  tb:t  God  called  him  u*  j-o 
out  from  his  country  and  kindred,  t rt.  Vot 
Y/c  are  t  xprrftty  told*  that  he  bnu^ht  htn 
tf  L'r  Chaldee*,  {Gra.  xv,  t,  an.1  -V*£. 

ii.  7.)  A;id  IMS  here  laid*  that  tltif  K* 

fore  U  dwelt  in  Aii'l  ftlK'n  he 

had  hren  Tome  iiiue  there,  and*  perhaps 
thought  i»r  rettlinsr  hi  tint  country,  which, 
£5  well  ;iS  l'r  of  (he  fi,  is  n1jr::d  by 

the  ancient  pogniiJiy  in  Afcfcptljnrtj  , 
when  tAc:i  m  a  Urjcc  fenle,  than  iri  it* 


flrttteft  acceptation*  as  including  only  the 
pan*  thar  are  fit  timed  between  Eupbrs;:*-. 
and  Ijjdf,  I  hen  probably  repeated  V.* 

Older  to  him  to  yv  fliSI  further,  [Gin,  \ll 
1, — 5.)  which  ifealhd  hi*  removing  to  c.^- 
i/jjw.  (wr,  4*}  And  as  this  wa*  Util  i^k* 
cued  die  Und  of  MifopiS^tniar  and  hu 
thcr  fisher  cimc  after  worth  with  hi*  family* 
and  fettled  there,  04  appears  from  Cm.  stsi.v. 
ii>,  tj.  compared  with  (httb,  uviiu  1,  1 ^  ; 
fo  Atrahvs's  leaving  that  place,  and  thoit .  - 
hi*  relations  that  were  ohdc  chit  her,  h: 
would  go  no  further,  might  very  properly 
he  Hill  cdltd  his  leaving  bis  country  1:^ 
kindred.  See  Bedford's  Script,  Ctr tcc/. 
311. 
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ran  ;  and  from 
thence,  *heu  hif 
fjrherwajdndjhe 
it  roared  KLtn  into 
thi»  bad  whertia 
ye  now  dwell. 

j  And  he  gave 
him  none  lulini- 
tmemiijndnoK/b 
Kticb  at  to  fel  his 
foot  on  ;  yet  he 
promifed  that  he 
*mkl  give  U  to 
Mm  Inra  poflefli- 
on(  and  his  fetid 
dit^r  him,  i^hen 
j;  ytt  he  bad  do 
child. 

6  And  God 
fpafce  on  this 
wife,  that  Ids  feed 
J hould  fojaurji  U> 
3!'.mgc!3iidtuu] 
that  they  thou  Id 
bring  them  into 
bondage,  and  in- 
neat  them  trtl 
fnnr  hundred 
year** 


t  And  the  na¬ 
tion  to  whom  they 
iMlibein  bondage 
will  l  judge,  feid 

<^kI  \  and  after 
that  Unit  they 
come  forth,  and 
ferve  nu  iq  this 
piece. 


in  Charran  :  And  after  his  father  died  there*  {Gen*  xu 
31*  32*  and  sii.  t»  j.)  God*  by  another  call*  (fee  the 
note  on  ver*  2.)  tranfplanted  him  frortn 

thence  to  the  land  of  Canaan^  of  which  ye  are  the  in¬ 
habitants  at  this  day. 

5  And  at  his  firft  bringing  him  into  this  country*  he 
gave  him  no  prefect  pofftrfiion  here*  by  way  of  inheri¬ 
tance*  no,  not  fo  much  as  {■'**.«*  a  man’s  ftridt,  or 
a  foot’s  breadth  ;  fo  that  he  was  afterwards  obliged  to 
contract  with  the  Tons  of  Heih  for  the  property  of  a  bu* 
rying  gronnd  when  his  wife  died;  {Gen.  xxiii,  ly— 16.) 
Ncvertheiefs,  God  then  madcoverthe  whole  land  to  him 
by  way  of  free  promite,  as  a  poJTefiion  that  ihould  be 
actually  enjoyed  by  his  offspring  in  after  generations* 
and  that  at  a  time  when  he  had  no  child. 

6  But  (ft)  God  giving  him  the  promife  of  a  fon, 
meaning  Ifaac*  and  of  a  numerous  ifliicfrom  him,  {Gctj* 
xt.  4,  5.)  foretold,  {ven  13,  14*)  that  bis  pofterity 
ihould  be  in  an  unfrttjed  and  afflicted  (late,  and  (hould 
be  tranfpl anted  into,  and  live  as  Grangers  in,  a  foreign 
country,  meaning  Egypt*  whofc  inhabitants  (hould  ty¬ 
rannize  over  them,  and  fubjefit  them  ro  extreme  hard- 
(hip,  like  bondfhves,  and  (hould  treat  them  cruelly) 
and  rhat  their  afih&ed  circumftances,  which  ihould  be¬ 
gin  firft  in  Carman9  (ver*  u.)  and  afterwards  be  com* 
pleated  in  Egypt  *  thould  continue  for  the  fpace  of  about 
four  hundred  years,  reckoning  from  Ifaac7*  birth  *,  or 
more  precifely  from  the  time  of  his  weaning  at  Jive 
years  old,  whem  JJbmael  the  fon  of  I/agar  mocked  him* 
(Gen  xxi.  6,  9.) 

y  And  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  I,  faid  God* 
will  bring  fevere  and  heavy  judgments  upon  that  very 
people  who  had  long  opprefled  them  ;  and  thereupon 
your  feed  (hall  be  delivered  our  of  tbcirhoule  of  bondage, 
and  (hall  worfhip  me,  with  freedom  and  delight,  in  this 
proraifed  land.  Now  ait  this  is  an  bumbling  admonition 
to  us  of  the  mtanntfi  of  our  original ;  and  jhoitld  be  a 
cautim  to  ax,  that  we  do  not  provoke  God  to  caft  us  aff% 
and  turn  us  out  of  pojfefftm  cf  this  land  again  :  And  it  is 
a  plain  evidence^  that  there  was  originally  no  dijiinEHon 
cf  places^  to  which  God  confined  bis  favour ,  but  that  he 
freely  maniftflcd  kimfelf  to  our  great  father  Abraham, 
and  accepted  his  and  his  offsprings  faith ,  worfhip ,  end 
obedience-t  while  they  fejeltnied  in  a  jl range  land;  and 
that  bis  regar  d  to  Canaan  itfclf  and  his  giving  it  to 

them 


NOTE. 

*  on  the  place,  and  Eidpt  fs  Script,  Ctrsng*  p»  for  csmpiHttw**  t* 

the  fcfife  given  in  ihc  i*4raphraft* 
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4  And  he  give 

Jam  the  oivrii'int 
of  circumdljon  ; 
and  1o  /tbrffkw 

bc^lt  [fi4C}  411(1 

Iduv 

the  ciihtdiy;  »nH 
Ifj^c  h%at  Jact-l*: 
aiul  Jacob  bejat 
(he  tadvc  paui- 
veils* 


p  And  the  p?w 
lri*»chs  ,  moved 
wish  envy  ,  lt>M 
Jofeph  ir^o  B- 
:  but  Cod 
vnu  with  him. 


teAnd  deliver* 

ed  hi ni  o'u?  of  s\\ 
hisafriUttapt,  ai;d 
gate  him  favour 
amt  wililnm  h  the 

fight  r>F  Ph.ittuh 
tiug  of  Lypt  ; 
and  mv'Lc  h?ni 
goTcrrmr  over  JU 

Uld  xtl  liis 

luil)&. 
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them  and  us,  had  a  principal  reference  to  the  heavenly 
inheritance,  of  -which  that  ivai  a  type ,  and  which  we 
ought  to  he  mojl  of  all  concerned  about. 

8  Amt  as  to  the  change  of  rites  and  ceremonies, 
(chap.  vL  14.)  be  pUafed  to  obferve,  that  God  having 
made  his  covenant  of  free  favour  with  Abraham  and 
his  feed,  he  afterwards,  for  the  confirmation  of  his 
faith,  annexed  to  it  the  famous  rite  of  circumcifion, 
(Gen.  xv  it.  7,-10.)  as  an  external  badge,  fign,  and 
feal  of  his  covenant,  and  of  the  peculiar  relation  into 
which  they  were  thereby  taken  to  God,  as  their  God : 
Accordingly  when,  after  all  this,  Ifaac,  the  fon  of  the 
promife,  was  born  to  Abraham,  he  circumcifed  him  on 
the  eighth  day  in  obedience  to  God's  command  :  (Gen. 
xxi.  a — ,4.)  And  as  this  was  a  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs 
of  faith,  which  he  had  being  yet  uncircumcifed,  (Am. 
iv.  to,  11.)  it  fhews  that  he  was  as  much  accepted  of 
God  before,  as  after  this  religious  ceremony  was  tnfti- 
tuted,  and  that  there  is  no  intrinfick  worth  in  this,  or 
any  polttive  rite,  which  God  may  alter  at  pleafttre : 
And  henceforth  the  promifed  feed  begun  to  multiply 
under  the  entail  of  the  covenant }  fo  that  Ifaac  begat 
Jacob,  who  was  the  father  of  the  twelve  heads  of  our 
tribes. 

9  And  this  leads  me  to  take  notice  of  the  (late  of 
things,  with  regard  to  thefe  twelve  patriarchs,  how 
they  fetved  God,  and  were  owned  of  him,  in  a  (trange 
land,  and  how  he  accompltlhed  his  word  concerning 
them,  Ye  all  know  that  Jofepb  was  one  of  them  \  and 
God  having  revealed  to  him  in  dreams,  that  he  fhouhl 
be  raifed  to  dignity  and  honour  above  all  the  reft  of  his 
family,  his  brethren,  being  envious  at  him  on  this  ac¬ 
count,  took  an  opportunity  of  felling  him  to  the  Midia- 
nitej,  to  prevent  his  exaltation  \  and  they  carrying  him 
to  Egypt,  fold  him  into  flavery  there,  (Gen.  xxxvii.  5, 
—36.);  but  whilft.hc  was  in  that  foreign  and  idolatrous 
country,  God  was  remarkably  with  him,  by  his  Spirit, 
favour,  and  blefling.  (Gen.  xxxix.  1,  31.} 

to  And,  by  furpriziug  rums  of  providence,  he  fee 
biin  at  liberty  from  imprifhnment,  and  every  other  ca¬ 
lamity  that  at  fiift  befe!  bim  there;  and  endued  him 
with  fuch  extraordinary  knowledge  and  prudence,  as 
highly  recommended  him  to  the  eftcem  of  Pharaoh,  the 
king  of  that  land  ;  infomucli  that  he  made  him  prime 
mini  Her  of  Hate,  committing  the  government  of  all  E- 
gyfit,  and  the  affairs  of  his  own  lioufhold,  entirely  10 
his  management,  (Gen.  xli.  38,-44.  and  xlv.  8.);  God 
over-tuling  ail  this,  to  form  an  eminent  type  of  the  ex¬ 
altation* 
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u  Now  there 
over 

i!L  the  Uml  of  K- 
"ypt  and  On  nail* 
«;i  l  great  afflieli- 
i  ancl  mir  fa- 
found  no 


t*  But  when 
Jacob  heard  that 
there  was  corn  in 
K*ypr  f  be  fent 
out  our  father* 
hill. 


n  And  the 

dtCO’Sl  ftW'  Jo¬ 
seph  *□>  in-.de 
k^ourn  to  Iifahro- 
t'ucd  ;  a*nl  jo- 
kpii^kiodredwys 
in  idf  known  un* 
to  Piianuh. 


14  Then  fort 
Juitph^ndcalM 
Ir*  f.itlicr  JiC  ib 
inh^n,  and  ill  his 
k’fu^cil  T  direc¬ 
tor*:  and  fit':wD 
juu.*s* 


sltaiion  of  Chrift  in  his  mediatorial  office*  after  he  had 
been  ahafed  and  crucified  by  thofe  yho  have  afled  an 
invidious  part  again  ft  our  great  Lord)  as  Jefeph'o  bre¬ 
thren  did  againft  him. 

11  Now  after  JoJeph  was  thus  advanced,  and  had 
laid  up  great  Aores  of  corn,  out  of  the  increaie  of /even 
years  of  plenty,  there  was,  according  to  his  prediction, 
an  univerfal  famine  through  a}]  Egypt ,  and  the  countries 
round  about,  including  the  land  of  Canaan ;  fo  that  it 
was  a  time  of  extreme  dtftrefc,  and  the  rdt  of  the  heads 
of  our  tribes,  from  whom  a  numerous  feed,  and  among 
them  the  Mefltah  himfclf  was  to  defeend,  were  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  perifhing  for  want  of  food  to  fuftain  them,  (Cen. 
xli.  46, —5.7.) ;  and  fo  redding  in  this  land  is  no  fecurity 
againft  the  foreft  calamities. 

12  But  their  father  Jacob  being  then  living,  and 
having  heard  that  there  was  ahundancs  of  corn  to  be 
fold  in  Egypt,  he  firft  fent  all  his  Tons,  even  our  ances¬ 
tors,  that  were  with  him  (except  his  beloved  young 
Benjamin )  to  buy  and  bring  home  provisions  fur  himfclf 
and  family.  (Gen.  xlii.  1 , — -4. ) 

13  And  upon  their  returning  all  loaded  with  corn, 
except  Simeon,  who  was  detained  as  an  huftage  in  Egypt, 
for  Benjamin's  going  back  with  them,  (Gen.  xlii.  19,  20, 
2.4  )  Jacob  Cent  them,  with  him,  a  fecond  time  on  the 
fame  errand:  And  Jofeph ,  having  then  got  all  his  bre¬ 
thren  with  him,  difeovered  himfclf  in  [he  ir.cft  moving 
manner  to  them and  it  was  prcfently  known  to  Pharaoh, 
and  all  his  court,  that  they  were  his  brethren,  and  of 
what  family  they  were.  (Gen.  xlv.  3, — 16,) 

14  Then  JoJeph,  with  the  entire  approbation,  and  by 
'  the  order  of  Pharaoh,  (Gen.  xlv.  1 6, — 24,)  fent  for  his 

father  Jacob ,  that  he  and  all  the  reft  ot  his  relations 
might  come  to  him,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  the 
number  *  of  fe vent y- five  perfous,  exclusive  of  Jacob, 
but  inciufive  of  wives  and  children. 


N  O 

*  It  k  to  oMicrTcd  that  SIripJbf  ^following 
the  vjriloii  of  the  fpcaksof  Jfifrples 

ktisJvtl^l  \+Tg£t{-niL*a.v  1  n ■  cuyprrria*  fum) 

whereas  Maftj  fprtks  ftrktly  of  them  only 
rb.J  wf  $f  jdcob'j  fesi*  wtfj£t  Icjinu 
hit  fitiS  --nWf,  'Btrc  fixJt-jhy  (Gui.  jtlvl, 
;<!■)  a»«l  (hen  £ddinf>  Jurif  jnrt  ytji'pb  iri:h 
Lis-  (tti>  ions  that  a-tre  barn  in  he 

CiJts  ihcm  fevt'cjty  lauh  h  i-ua  >i- 

£*?!*  (i'**.  17' )  But  if  H  la*vc  out  llidc 
i  >ur,  iiitd  if,  J,uifd i’j  wife  iwinj*  tlcad,  (Om. 
x^icviii.  la-)  ami  yonnji  Hcujamlx  btircj;  iuji- 
to  a*  yet  uoriiamdJ,  we  jdtl  the 
ivy  witts  of  Jzfc*h*s  brethren,  which 'vitu 
tot  far,  an  l  wtat  mtfi  r-^f.  Oca*  xlv.  13* 
*::l!  a! vi  j-j  ihc  u'i-jIc  3f  id*  kin¬ 


dred,  tclklcs  hU  father  who  i?  hrre 

uckoRcJ  a  [nil,  were  Itvv-iiy-fivn,  which 
Sttpk*  uy*  J tjtpb  wih.i  to  litn.  ThU  kerrs 
to  he*  more  caff  and  c Lvioti'  way  of  rco»t* 
Cilinn  the  diriirtnee  o  thelc  Ki-oiiois^ 

than  any  I  have  met  wuh ;  Other*  may  he 
confufrftl  in  White y  on  this  text*  uvl  J M- 
fzrJ's  Script,  C&r***‘Jigi%  p-  JJ7,  jjfl- 
Vhluiif  liijt*  vol.  i.  ji  4$**  But 
Miiy  of  tiiim  cmirriv  d*jf  the  text  trim 
diiiicLiIfy  ov  n#«,  it  dt=Ci  not  atfi .ft  +4ny  im- 
pnrt4fit  art  it.  It  of  ihr  Chr'dftan  faith  or  praC* 
tVc,  fir  tlie  deft  iK'e  which. Stcpbm  of 
T  ipuHr,  m  a  lviwc  i^rci 

e=:rj  ihv» 
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if  So  Jn-nH 
wnr  doirn  into 
P-jypt,  and  died, 
he  and  our  fa¬ 
ther*; 


id  And  were 
rarritd  over  into 
fjychem,  and  bid 
in  the  frpnldire 
that  Abraham 
bought  for  st  fitm 
of  money  of  the 
fhn*  of  Emmnr, 
the  father  of  Sp 
chcm. 


tyBntwhtfnthe 
lime  of  the  pio- 
mite  drew  nijjht 
which  God  h^d 
(worn  ro  Ahra- 
lurn,  the  people 
-  Z^w* 


15  Ko  Jacob  hearing  with  wonder  and  joy,  and  be* 
ing  fully  convinced  that  his  fon  jfc/epb  was  alive,  and 
was  governor  over  all  the  land  of  Egyptf  [Gen*  xlv.  26, 
27*  28*)  took  hisjourncy  with  his  whole  family  thither; 
and  both  he  and  all  the  patriarchs,  our  fathers,  conti¬ 
nued  there  ti!I  their  death* 

16  And  a*  they  all  died  with  faith  in  the  promifes  of 

the  land  of  Caiman*  and  of  a  refurreftion  to  the  heaven* 
ly  country,  of  which  that  land  was  a  type  ;  they  deftred 
to  be,  and  accordingly  were,  buried  in  Canaan:  For 
as  Jacoby  according  to  his  own  exprefs  order,  was  hu« 
ried  in  the  cave  of  Machpelah ,  which  Abraham  bought 
of  Ephron  the  Hittiu*  [Gen*  xlti*  29,  30,  31.  and  U 
13.)  fo  *  our  fathers,  from  whom  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Jfmet  rcfpe£lively  fprung,  were  carried  over  to  5yrAfgu 
and  htuied  in  the  feputchre,  which  +  Jacoby  one  of  A* 
brahim*6  famous  dependents,  purchafed,  together  with 
a  parcel  of  ground,  of  the  foos  of  the  father  of 

Shechemt  for  an  hundred  pieces  of  film,  and  which 
beciiine  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Jofipb3  {JcJh* 
xxiv*  33,)  whofc  bones  were  buried  there,  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  the  oath  he  had  taken  from  the  children  of1 
Jfraet  for  that  purpofe,  ( Gen *  I,  24,  25.J  And  fo,  tho' 
they  lived  and  died  in  a  foreign  country,  and  never  got 
pofleflion  of  PaL>Jline+  they  were  neverthelcfs  accepted 
of  God,  and  rheir  faith  was  carried  out  to  the  heavenly 
inheritance,  which  Jefus  has  brought  to  light,  and  has 
obtained  for  all  that  believe  in  him, 

17  But  as  God  is  ever  mindful  of  his  covenant ;  fo 
when  the  four  hundred  years,  {ver*  6<)  were  drawing 
toward  their  period,  and  the  time  was  coming  on  which 
he  hud  prefixed  for  fulfilling  the  gracious  proinife  he 
bad  made,  and  confirmed  by  oath  to  Abrahanty  [Gen* 
mtii*  1 6,  T7,  18,)  the  children  of  Ifmet  were  fo  won¬ 
derfully  owned  and  bleScd  there,  that  they  were  fruit¬ 
ful 


NOTES. 


9  Stephen  may  hr  Aippofcl  to  have  pulled 
Over  the  bnrril  of  (thnugh  rq  m^kc 

the  hiiiwry  F,i»rtf  eomplcai,  1  have  pet  it  in* 
to  tbe  Paraph  rai'c)  and  fonts  to  have  Ipokc 
Only  of  the  interment  of  ttw  twrlvc  p4' 
triarchy  who  t:it  men'inned  urdor  the 
Aik  of  thfir  fathers,  and  who,  dying  in  the 
fame  faith  with  Jacab  and  wave  pio- 

hahly  carried  to  Svcke j®,  and  buried  by  i 
trero  with  the  fc.ines  of  {Exsd.  xii\* 

ip  ^  And  Jerame  fpcjki  of  Paaitf j  having 
paffrd  through  and  fttn,  in  her  w*y 

from  thenar,  (he  fapnkhnr  of  the  twelve  pa- 
IrUrcfcj,  Ysd.  Exnpb*  >■  f‘:  ?*  *7- 
f  As  ar,*  very  frtquir»i  h^thimhe 

of  the  Old  and  TtjtHfnem, 


(fo  fbveral  in  fiances  allcdgtJ  by  JFhitbi  on 
thi*  place)  and  father  or  fan  were  often  to 
be  Supplied,  an  example  of  which  we  have 
in  this  very  mft,  where  tv 

y.n*nwr  of  SjelcHtf  fjgmfies  f .tumor,  the  fa¬ 
ther  or  ShrAem  ;  tml  as  Ratters  ddeend* 
anu  wire  cdW  Jfaftr/,  it,  i8.)  fo 

in  th-  like  elliptical  way,  Abraham  might 
here  he  put  for,  and  hy  them  that  familiar¬ 
ly  knew  the  hidury,  might  entity  be  under- 
flood  to  CgntTy  Jacob*  who  tfu  one  of  the 
posterity  of  Abrcbant,  and  pur  chafed  this 
borying-pUa  u  a  plulgc  of  the  inheritance 
of  ;tl  thU  land  which  was  promtfed  to  A* 
krjh*tnt  and  in  faith  that  God  would,  ifl 
dot  time,  perform  his  promife  to  hmu 
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grew,  and  multi* 
pied  in  Egypt, 


18  Till  another 
king  arofe  which 
knew  pot  Jofeph, 


tp  The  fa me 

dealt  (uhiilly  with 
mtr  kindred,  and 
t'vtl  in  treated  our 
Others  ,  fo  that 
they  raft  out  their 
yowij;  children  , 
to  the  end  they 
misfit  not  li?c* 


10  Tn  which 
time  Modes  wit 
b  -rn,  and  watt*- 
ruriimn  fair,  and 
nniiriihrd  up  in 
V.U  Other’s  hot  ft 
thiic  months ; 


ful  and  increafed  abundantly,  multiplied  and  waxen  ex* 
cecding  mighty,  and  the  land  of  Egypt  was  filled  with 
them,  {Exod.  i*  y.)  * 

(8  'Hll,  in  procefs  of  time,  *  the  government  being 
transferred  to  another  family,  and  this  generation  worn 
out,  [Exod*  i.  ti,8*)atyrannical  prince  came  tothethrcnc, 
who  ungeiierouily  and  ungratefully  forgot  all  the  good 
offices  that  Jofcpb  had  done  to  rails  the  honour  and  riches 
of  the  kingdom,  and  fare  it  from  periftring  by  famine  ; 
and  who  paid  no  regard  to  the  memory  of  this  great 
benefactor,  or  to  his  countrymen  for  his  fake* 

19  This  Egyptian  king,  fearing  lead  our  nation  and 

family  (T*  fhould  grow  too  numerous,  rich, 

and  powerful,  laid  artful  fchemes,  both  to  opprefs  and 
extirpate  them,  ( Exod .  u  9,  10.)  j  according  to  which  he 
dealt  cruelly  with  cur  anccflcrs,  not  only  by  making 
their  lives  bitter  with  hard  bondage  and  rigorous  exac* 
tiens  and  fervices,  [Exod.  i.  ri,  14.)  hut  even  by  or* 
dering  their  hdpkfs  male  infants  to  he  expofrd  to  the 
utmoft  danger,  or  to  be  Aided  in  the  birth,  to  the  end 
that  none  of  them  migbr  be  preferred  alive,  to  keep  up 
a  fucctfiionm  after-ages,  {Exod*  u  15,  t6,);  he  therein 
ailing  again  ft  dur  infant  nation,  as  ye  have  done  againfl 
Jefus,  and  the  infant- ft  ate  of  his  church,  by  your  en¬ 
deavours  to  fupprefs  them,  though  all  in  this  cafe,  as  it 
was  in  that,  will  prove  to  be  in  vain* 

20  Bur,  to  go  on  to  another  part  of  the  charge  a- 
gain  ft  me,  for  having  fpoken  again  ft  Mofes  and  tkdaiS) 
{chap*  vi.  11,  13,  14*)  As  to  Mofe$y  I  adore  the  infinite¬ 
ly  wife,  holy,  and  over-ruling  providence  of  God,  in 
railing  up  that  great  deliverer  to  ljracl%  who  was  an 
eminent  type  of  Jefus,  our  ftill  more  glorious  Saviour  ; 
and  of  McftS)  1  with  pleafure  ohferve,  that  it  was  in  the 
fort  mentioned  perilous  days  of  our  father’s  oppreffion 
in  Egypt)  that  he  was  born,  who  was  indeed  an  exceed* 
iug  beautiful  child,  amiable  in  the  fight  of  God,  (ar  ^ 

a6  wdl  as  comely  in  the  eyes  of  mens  -ami  as 
God  had  defig ned  him  for  eminent  fervices,  he  was 
wonderfully  preferred, his  parents  having  concealed,  and 
brought  him  up  for  three  months  in  their  own  houfe, 

not 


N  o 

*  JW^irjU-lUns,  th;t  when  the  J/r.7.7:/rj 
i&crrtfrd  in  number,  rkve.*,  and  ttrcnpk, 
.“rid  when  the  kingdom  wj*  UAOfUTuVi  l*> 
niiathtr  femily*  thr  k^y pliers  irmtd  tl»c 
JjhiWfft  J  iutuuhanly,  a:ul  ttiwErivcd  in  np- 
pit-fi  ibttit  irirli  VHiions  fatiguing  Uhtintat 
iio-i  as  oiirir;*;  A\ke\t  eitim*  n»  frit.ki, 
hniLf’irg  walls  1 **ur*d  aheut  tlwir  elite;,  and 
t.*Clui£  pyramids,  JitrUf*  c^p. 


T  E.  _ 

ft <3.  1.  And  we  arc  toM,  that 
lx; tv  ixt  Jiftfl'i  v. as  a  t^nd^ncr*  who  with 
a  army,  lofttf  k-y  of  yf/'V'vi;/, 

others  of  PbcnicwiiSi  o(Ih*is  vf  Ar.tb\ 
find  others  of  rhe  thriniS,  uhom  thtctoiU 
risen  vf  Ef**  drove  nut  <d’  lludi  land,  (  J)rt/- 
ii,  u,  ii,)  invaded  and  r«m|um*l  iCjjrf1/, 
*i>d  nlted  ihrmlUves  fathr j  or  p-cpLtnii, 
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ii  And,  when 
he  M-as  Cirt  cmr, 
PitanoU’fi  daugti* 
ter  look  bim  Upt 
*iiv'  iiaunfliol  him 
fur  her  own  lull* 


12  And  Mofcs 
wus  in  all 

the  nrffttomof  the 
Egyptian*  j  and 
Vis  mfjjhly  in 
viinls  and  in 

4^4s- 


il  And,  when 
he  *u  fuU  forty 
ytars  dJ,  it  came 
imn  b'S  Jn*rt  u> 
tiiit  lit*  brethren 
(he  children  of 
lli'arL 


not  fearing  the  commandment  of  the  king.  (Exod.  ii.  2, 
and lleb.  xi.  23.} 

at  And  when  they  began  to  think  that  it  might  be 
dangerous  to  keep  him  any  longer  at  home,  and  his  mo¬ 
ther  thereupon  cotrnnhing  him  to  divine  prote&ion, 
expofed  him  in  a  bafleet  of  bulruflies,  reeds,  or  wicker, 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  Nile\  Pharaoh' &  daughter,  by 
a  fpccial  kind  providence,  came  that  way,  and  feeing 
the  pretty  babe,  her  companion  was  moved  towards  him  i 
and  flic  took  care  of  him,  and  put  him,  though  unknow¬ 
ingly,  to  his  own  mother  to  ttmfe  j  and  provided  for 
him,  as  if  he  had  been  her  own  fon,  (Exsd.  ii.  5,— 10.  J 

21  And  as  Mofcs  grew  up,  (he  gave  him  all  the  ad* 
vantages  of  a  polite  education  j  fo  that  he  was  well 
verfrd  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians  *,  who  were 
fomc  of  the  mod  famous  people  of  that  age,  for  aftrono 
my  and  other  pans  of  literature :  And  he  was  fo  great 
a  genius,  and  fo  endued  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  that 
though  he  humbly  owned,  that  he  had  not  a  fluency  of 
exprcilion,  {Excd.  iv.  ro.)  yet  he  all  along  was  remark¬ 
ably  eminent  for  a  judicious,  clofe,  and  m-rvous  way  of 
fpeaking,  and  for  managing  all  affairs  with  prudence, 
and  courage,  and  great  fuceefe,  that  came  before  him, 
whether  human  or  divine  ;  and  when  he  was  called 
to  be  a  prophet  and  law- giver,  fuch  was  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  infpiration  and  influence  which  he  had  from  God, 
and  fuch  his  immediate  cooverfe  with  him,  that  his  laws 
and  adminiftrstion  were  divinely  wife  and  authoritative, 
and  were  confirmed  by  abundance  of  undoubted  mira¬ 
cles  :  So  that  I  efteem  Mofes  to  have  been  the  moll  e- 
minent  figure  of  Chrift  that  ever  was,  in  the  danger  that 
attended  his  infancy,  in  the  fpectal  care  that  God  took 
of  him  in  his  excellent  qualifications,  in  the  divine  au¬ 
thority  of  his  oflice  and  laws,  in  his  miraculous  way  of 
confirming  them,  and  in  the  intimacy  of  his  acquain¬ 
tance  with  God. 


23  As  an  introduflton  to  what  providence  had  fur¬ 
ther  defigned  him  for,  when  he  arrived  to  the  full  age  o: 
forty  years  f,  ami  was  at  the  higheft  pitch  of  grandeur 
in  Pha.ms.Hi  court,  his  own  aflettion,  and  a  divine  im- 
pulfc,  inclined  his  heart  to  go  and  acquainrhimfelf  with 
the  peilbns  and  hardfhips  of  the  children  of  IfraeU  his 

kinfmen, 


NOTES. 


|  That  ihe  Egyptum  *-crt  in  a  flrcal  re-  ter,  for  her  Ton,  as  a  man  of  great  emi- 
|»ntc  for  human  knowledge,  in  aftcr-sg rs,  ncnce  among  the  as  general  of 

pppmrs  from  the  high  encomium  given  cf  their  armies  anf*  denned  hy  Pfern* 
M’if'Jum,  that  it  txulkd  ihc  wif-  liimlctf  for  their  t Set  HfdfctS s  ChrvBtL 
d  >m  of  1  Ki\$&  iv,  30  p-  373.^375,  and  SbsaAJsrd9*  voL  II, 

*  irj,  ts  fpt'kcn  of  hy  wtiten,  p,  ^  jg. 

adopted  by  l.Ur^/Ur  FhzrJtS't  iLwgfi- 


ch.  vii. 


14  AnA  fcring 
one  i>f  them  iulfer 
jrTo«gthc  defend* 
cd  H>nt  and  ^vtn- 
^cd  him  that  was 
uppnil&l  ,  and 
l^oitibc  Egypti¬ 
an  : 


*j  For  he  fup- 
pofed  his  brethren 
would  have  on* 
der: tond  luiwthat 
God  hy  hb  hand 
would  deliver 
:hc/n  :  but  they 
under  flood  not* 


tti  And  the 
*e?ti  day  he  ihcw- 
hlmktf  unto 
t'rwni  as  they 
flrovx.and  woqJd 
have  icr  them  at 

otic  again,  frying, 

airs,  yt  are  bre* 

tltfun,  wny  ib  ye 
u  r;mj*  one  tu  juu- 

ty.er  ? 
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kinfmen,  according  to  the  flefli,  and  heirs,  together  with 
him,  of  God’s  promife  to  /ibrabam^ and  his  feed}  and 
to  try  what  might  be  done  for  their  relief. 

24  And  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  authority  which  God 
bad  begun  to  give,  and  would  more  evidently  and  fully 
confer  upon  him  }  he  observing  one  of  them  to 

be  unrtghteoufly  and  harbarouily  abufed,  and  beaten  by 
an  Egyptian,  was  fo  moved  with  companion  and  holy  in¬ 
dignation,  as  to  intetpofe  for  bis  afliftance  and  refcue  : 
And  ro  vindicate  the  life  and  liberty  of  his  innocent  and 
opprefled  brother,  and  do  him  juft  ice  againft  his  cruel 
adverfary,  he  gave  the  Egyptian  a  mortal  wound,  (Exod. 
ii.  11,  12.)  without  tbe  lead  apprehenfion  of  any  Ifra - 
elite’s  being  offended  at  It. 

2.5  For  knowing  in  himfelf,that  he  had  a  divine  fug- 
geftion  for  what  be  had  done,  and  fuppaftng  that  they 
muft  needs  know  fomtthing  of  the  extraordinary  pro¬ 
vidences,  which  had  appeared  for  his  prefer vation  and 
advancement,  of  the  reputation  he  had  obtained  for  wif* 
dom  and  condu&,  and  of  the  time’s  drawing  nigh,  at 
which  God  had  promifed  to  judge  tbe  nation  that  op- 

E  retted  them,  (vrr.  6,  7.)  be  reafonably  thought,  that 
y  performing  this  public  and  heroic  a  cl  of  kindnefs  to 
them,  and  juftice  againft  their  opprettors,  they,  who 
•were  his  own  countrymen  and  brethren  in  the  faith, 
-would  have  been  led  to  conclude,  that  God  intended  to 
make  ufe  of  him,  as  a  means  and  inftrument  of  deli¬ 
vering  them  ontof  their  grievous  bondage  :  But  fo  great 
was  their  ftupidiry,  that  they  did  not  take  thefe  plain 
hints,  or  underftand  or  reflect  upon  their  meaning. 

26  And  that  he  might  stt  the  part  ofa  judge,  as  well 
as  of  a  deliverer,  and  tbereby  give  them  an  earneft  of 
what  might  be  further  expe&ed  from  him,  he  on  the 
following  day  appeared  among  them  again  ,  and  going 
up  to  two  of  them,  that  were  quarrelling  and  lighting, 
one  with  another,  he  attempted  to  put  an  cud 
to  the  fray,  and  make.peace  between  them,  faying,  with 
an  air  of  authority,  affedion,  and  refpett,  Sirs,  do  ye 
not  coniider  thac  ye  arc  kindred  by  birth  and  religion, 
who  ftiould  ]ove  as  brethren,  and,  being  forrounded 
with  malicious  and  potent  enemies,  fhould  be  the  more 
united  among  yourfelves  ?  Why  then  do  ye  a£l  fo  much 
out  of  chjradler,  and  fo  contrary  to  your  own  interett, 
fafety,  and  comfort,  as  to  fall  our  with,  and  injure  and 
beat  one  another?  (Exod.  ii.  13.)  Fray  let  me  neither 
fee,  nor  hear  any  more  of  inch  uncharitable  and  niif- 
chicvous  contentions  and  outrages  .among  you. 

27  But  he  that  had  beer,  ir.aii  :o  blame  in  the 


*r  But  he  chit 
did 


Cb.  vii. 
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did  hii  ncighhaiif 
v.t^dg  tliniil  hiai 
aaay  ,  iky  mg  , 
W  rtn  matlc  thee 
a  rukr  .nidrfjodj't 
over  U)  ? 


iH  Wilt  thmj 
kill  nuh  thou 
tlic  j^vpii- 
An  yttiewf  ? 


19  Then  fled 
More*  at  (iiis  ray¬ 
ing  *  and  w.is  a 
Itnngcr  in  the 
hnd  of  Madun* 
vhcre  he  bc^at 
turo  (bof» 


Y>  And,  vhen 
forty  yeais  *t« 
expir'd  ,  there 
appeared  to  him 

i-i  the  n-jfdcrueis 
of  moui.i  Situ  an 
>n»/ios  (be  Lord, 
in  s  lb me  of  tire, 
in  a  fcuib. 


31 

fau'  it  !  e  wonder¬ 
ed  at  the  fight  3 
And,  as  lit  drew 
ctar  :o  h?hoM 
ihc  vukb  of  the 
Lurtl 


midi  with  his  neighbour*  being  impatient  of  reproof, 
turned  (hart  upon  this  kind  and  impartial  peace-maker, 
and  rejecting  his  motion  with  indignation,  reproaches, 
and  fcorn,  faid  to  him  with  a  taunt,  Pray  who  are  you, 
that  you  take  fo  much  upon  you  ?  What  buGnefe  hare 
you  to  trouble  yourfelf  with  us*  and  to  ailume  the  au¬ 
thority  of  a  governor  orer  ns*  or  of  a  judge  in  our  caufrr 

28  What!  have  you  a  mind  to  murder  me  at  your 
own  arbitrary  will  and  pleafure,  juft  as  you  did  the  poor 
Egyptian,  no  longer  ago  than  yefterday  ?  (Exod*  iu  14.) 
He  therein  acting  with  the  fame  malignant  fpirit  again  ft 
our  famous  deliverer  and  law-giver,  as  th c feriiw  and 
Pharifecs  have  again (l  Jefus,  the  Saviour  and  the  Frince 
of  peace,  and  his  followers. 

29  Then  Mofcs  being  alarmed  and  frightened,  through 
the  prefent  weaknefs  of  his  faith,  at  this  clamorous 
fpe^ch,  and  finding  that  his  killing  the  Egyptian  w;s 
known,  and  had  reached  PbaraoH sears,  who  Thereu¬ 
pon  refolved  to  put  him  to  death,  (Exod,  ii.  14,  15*) 
he  immediately  haftened  out  of  Egypt  into  the  land  of 
Midiany  where  he  married  Zipporabj  the  daughter  of 
Jethro^  who  was  alfo  called  Rtutiy  and  was  a  great  man, 
no  lefs  than  the  prieft  or  prince  of  that  country  ;  and 
there  IVfofet  fojoiirned  as  a  ftranger,  till  he  had  two  Tons 
viz.  Gerjhtm  and  ElUzer^  by  his  wife.  Ex*  ii.  i6, — 22. 
and  iii.  1,  and  iviii*  2,  3,  4.) 

30  But  when  he  had  (pent  forty  years  in  retirement 
to  thele  parts,  the  fet  time  was  come  for  God  to  put 
the  higheft  honour  upon  him,  though  he  was  then  in  a 
ftrange  land:  For  as  he  was  one  day  looking  after  his 
father-in-law  Jrthrtfs  flock,  on  the  backfide  of  the  wil- 
dernefe  of  Sinai  t  near  the  mount  which  bore  that  name, 
and  was  like  wife  called  mount  Horeb%  {Exod.  iii.  I.)  the 
angel  ot  meflengerof  the  covenant,  {MaL  iii.  1*  fee  the 
note  ou  vcr+  38.)  who  was  cxprefsly  Ailed  tbtLordf  and 
faid  of  himfeif,  I  am  the  God  of  your  fathers*  (vcr. 
31,  32.)  and  was  no  other  than  Jefus  the  Son  of  God; 
this  increated  angel  appeared  to  him  in  a  cloud  of  glory, 
like  a  (lame  of  lire,  which  was  a  token  of  the  divine 
prefence,  and  of  its  majefty,  power,  and  purity,  and 
was  feen  in  the  midft  of  a  certain  bulb  without  confo¬ 
rming  it,  as  an  emblem  of  the  prefervation  of  the  church, 
while  God  is  prefent  wirh  ir,  though  it  then  was,  as  it 
now  is,  in  the  mtdft  of  fiery  trials. 

31  Upon  MoJiPs  feeing  this,  he  wondered  greatly  in 
himfrlf  at  fuch  an  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  and  as  he  was  advancing  towards  it,  to  take 
a  more  curious  aud  critical  furvey,  the  voice  of  the 

Lord, 


Cb.  f'iu 

Lord  came  onto 
him* 

jz  Ssii*£t  X  am 

thcGodof  thy  f i- 

t^cT^,  i\xt  God  of 
Abr-ham,  ajulthc 
Gnd  o :  Ifaar,  and 
a:i  i  the  God  of 
J  inh.  ThcaMo- 
f.*>ircmhW,  aod 
rfbrft  aot  behold. 


33  Thtn  frid 
tlu*  I.  v\t  to 

<i:f  thy  4r*es 
fr'>m  til}-  feel:  f  >r 
the  pLcc  where 
t‘iou  funded  U 
holy  ground* 


34  ?  lure  fern* 
I  tuve  ieen  the 
irTtidien  of  my 
people  ithleh  is 
in  Mi*ypEt  end  T 
Inve  hoard  their 
jpvuirn**  and  an 
ru:ne d;wn  lo dc- 
livcrthem.  A  rut 
imk‘  come,  1  will 
fend  thee  into  L- 

grph 
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Lord,  who  then  fo  fifthly  dwelt  in  the  bufh,  direfted 
itfclf  to  him, 

33  Saying,  I,  who  mike  this  luminous  reprcfcntation 
of  my  glory,  am  the  true  Jehovah,  the  God  that  made 
my  covenant  with  your  fathers,  and  have  taken  them 
and  their  feed  into  fpccial  relation  to  myfelf  ;  I  am  Hill 
the;  fame  as  I  was,  the  God  of  Abraham ,  with  whom  I 
fird  made  my  covenant,  and  confirmed  it  with  an  oath, 
{Gen*  xxiu  16,  17,  18.)  and  the  God  of  Ifnac^  to 
whom  I  renewed  it,  [chap*  xxvi.  i,  3,  4.}  and  the 
God  of  Jacob*  with  whom  I  eftablithed  ir,  (chap* 
jcxviii,  13,  14,  iy.)  and  began,  in  a  remarkable  man* 
ner  to  fulfil  it,  by  making  him  the  father  of  the  twelve 
heads  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifracl9  that  are  to  inherit  the 
land  of  Canaan  j  and  I  am  now  thy  God  to  be  with 
thee,  and  perform  my  promtfes  by  thee  At  the  hear* 
ing  of  this,  Mofcii  though  fo  great,  fo  good,  and  ho* 
ly  a  man,  was  ftruft  with  fetch  an  awful  fenfc  of  the 
immediate  prefence  of  the  Divine  Majcfty,  that  he 
veiled  his  face,  and  was  afraid  any  longer  to  look  at  this 
iliuftrious  representation  of  it.  {Exod.  iii.  6.) 

33  Then  the  Lord  faid  to  him,  Take  your  fhocs 
from  off  your  feet,  in  token  of  holy  caution  and  cir- 
cumfpcftion,  profound  reverence  and  humility,  in  your 
approaches  ro  me ;  of  all  (ubmifEon  to  my  authority, 
and  readinefs  to  do  my  will ;  and  of  clean  wig  and  de* 
paxture  from  all  the  defilements  of  your  walk  and  con* 
verfation:  For,  by  means  of  my  viGble  and  immediate 
prefence  here,  the  place  where  you  now  ftand  is,  for  the 
time  being,  relatively  holy  ground,  {Ex at  iii*  5,)  tho* 
it  be  not  within  the  confines  of  the  promifed  land,  to 
which  I  am  now  about  to  bring  my  people  Ifracl  by 
thine  hand. 

34  1  have  certainly,  carefully,  and  compaflionately 
obfervod  the  various  dlftrcfles  that  my  own  covenant- 
people  have  fuffered  under  Egyptian  (lav cry  ;  and  mine 
cars  have  been  open  to  all  their  mournful  complaints  and 
earners  prayers ;  and  I  am  now  come,  in  manifefta- 
tions  of  my  wifdom,  power,  goodnefs,  and  faithfulncfs, 
according  to  my  appointed  and  promifed  time,  to  fet 
them  at  liberty  from  their  fore  bondage.  And  as  you 
have  formerly  fliewn  your  concern  for  them,  and  been 
ready  to  take  rhnr  part  aguinlt  their  oppretYors,  [vcr. 
24.)  Come  now*  and  enter  with  all  chearfuinefs  and 
authority  from  me,  on  the  important  work  for  which 
I  defign  you;  I’ll  fend  you  now,  without  delay,  into 
Egypt*  and  will  be  with  you,  to  make  you  the  great  in- 
firument  of  their  deliverance,  {Exod.  iii.  9,  to.) 

?5 


35  This  iVEolH 
wlto-v  fhiry  rcfu- 
ii'i.  iVlnj,  Wlw 
m;Ac  thcc  a  ruler 
jitiJ  sjijilije'  the 

fiimc  di  J  God  fetid 

tt  be  • t  ruler  Jiid  a 
dttivcivr  by  ihe 
luud s  of  ihe  an- 
^hirh  appear¬ 
ed  f*>  h*un  ui  ihe 
byih. 


^  Tie  brought 
fhrm  out  t  after 
that  he  had  ffrcw- 
e  l  u'gn.lcn  and 
u»  Ibc  h:n4 
of  Ej^ypt,  aud  in 
the  iUii  fo,  and 
in  ti'.c  v-’:ldtTiici*i 
forty  year*. 


3*  T!m  is  that 
Mo  fra  which  Iktd 
v&o  the  I'hiulfti) 
o!  flr*tlt  A  pro- 
phe'  JbJL  the 
l.^rd  your  f>«l 
I  Ji:e  up  imtu  vOU 

r*  y-tfur  brethren, 
likeoito  n^;  him 
fbftiJ  yt  he.tr. 
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3  j  So  different  were  God's  thoughts  from  theirs, 
that  this  famous  Mefc’t,  whom  they  rejected  with  fcorn, 
faying,  H'tn  made  thee  a  rater  and  &  judge?  when  hr 
was  acting  a  mod  righteous  and  friendly  part  toward 
them,  (ver.  26 ,  27-)  This  very  man  did  God,  in  the 
greatnefs  of  his  mercy,  thus  remarkably  authorize,  at- 
till,  and  own,  to  make  him  their  conductor,  governor, 
and  deliverer,  by  the  immediate  com  million,  and  the 
attending  guidance,  power,  and  protection  of  the  An¬ 
gel  cf  the  covenant,  who  appeared  to  him  as  a  divine 
perfen  in  the  flaming  bnfli,  (ver.  30,  31,  32.)  And 
j uft  in  this  manner  has  God  raifed  up  his  Son  Jcfu*  ro 
be  a  fpiritual  Saviour  to  you  of  this  age,  to  guide  and 
govern  you,  and  to  bring  in  a  more  valuable  deliverance 
from  fin  and  wrath,  though  ye  have  treated  him  with 
contempt,  and  rejected  his  authority  as  the  great  pro¬ 
phet  and  king  of  the  church. 

36  flfafct  accordingly  went  with  all  chearfulncfs  to 
favc  our  fathers,  not  with  Handing  the  former  abufes  he 
had  met  with  from  them  ;  and,  under  the  fupern atur.il 
influence  of  this  angel,  brought  them  out  of  the  l.cufe 
of  bondage,  after  he  had  done  a  great  many  miracles, 
which  were  figns  of  his  divine  million,  in  the  land  0; 
Egypt ;  and  lie  further- more  wrought  wonderful  works 
in  dividing  the  Red  fea  to  compleat  tbeir  deliverance, 
and  in  the  deftruftiun  of  Pbaraeh,  and  alf  his  boll ; 
and  continued  to  perform  many  other  miraculous  deals 
for  forty  years  afterwards  in  the  wildcroefs,  to  fettle 
their  church-ftatc,  and  to  {hew  tbar  God  was  (till  with 
him.  Ro  great  a  man  was  he,  fo  highly  honoured  oi 
God,  and  fo  glorious  ait  inftniment  in  his  hand,  th.:t 
his  memory  ought  to  be  dear  and  facred  am  on  git  us : 
Bui  yet,  according  to  bis  own  acknowledgment,  he  ii 
not  to  be  equalled  to  Jcfus  the  Son  of  God,  who  then 
appeared  to  him  as  coming  down,  under  the  character 
of  the  Angel  of  the  Lord,  to  deliver  his  people  from 
Egyptian  bondage,  and  thereby  prefigured  his  coining 
to  dwell  in  flcfti  without  confumtng  it,  that  he  might 
fave  Ifrael  from  all  their  iniquities. 

37  This  Mtfet  himfelf  is  he  that  delivered  a  memo¬ 
rable  prediction  of  the  Mefliah,  (fee  the  paraphrafe  ami 
note  on  rhap.  iii.  22.)  faying  to  the  children  of  lfradt 
The  Lord,  your  covenant- God,  will  he  radar  raife  up 
to  your  nation,  from  the  loins  of  your  posterity,  an;?* 
the:  eminent  prophet,  as  he  has  me,  (« <.«)  who  have 
the  honour  of  being  a  lignai  type  of  his  fup<rior  wif- 
dom  and  authority,  office  and  cflicacj,  as  a  1’iince  aril 
Saviour,  and  the  high  favourite  and  privy  counccIlM 


.h.  Vli. 
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This  h  he 
1  wu  .  in  the 
;othe  wil- 
wiih  the 
*iiidi  fpake 
r->  him  in  ibe 
rv>unt  Sint,  uid 
i'ri:k  our  fatner* ; 
a ht>  received  the 
l^tly  oracle  to 
£ivt  uuio  m  ; 


;p  To  whom 
out  father*  would 
ji*r  obey  ,  but 
ihnjtf  Af/n  from 
rp.em,uul  in  their 
i:i  ^IttlLlCflliaCk 
rJniptor-ypt, 


of  heaven  ;  I  turn  you  over  to  him,  charging*  you,  in 
the  name  of  God,  to  liftcn  to,  and  obey  the  voice  of 
his  word,  whaifbtver  alterations  he  may  lee  fit  to  make 
in  my  laws*  Tbisjbcws  that  we  are  not  to  reft  in  frfcv 
fes*j  tawt  vor  to  imagine^  that  its  ceremonial  rites  and 
cuftemx  are  never  to  he  changed?  but  that  we  really  ho¬ 
nour  and  obey  this  great  lawgiver  hhnfeif*  by  fubmitting 
to  ChriJPs  authority  in  jetting  them  aftde ,  and  introdu¬ 
cing  a  more  fpiritual  difpenfatiotu 

38  This  M&fes  furthermore  is  he,  who  w as,  as  a 
prophet  and  ruler,  captain  and  leader,  in  the  Ifraclitijb 
church,  during  its  abode  in  the  .wildcrnefs  ;  and  was 
with  the  Angd  of  the  covenant,  even  the  Son  of  God  % 
their  Jehovah^  (ExotL  six.  ?,  9,  10,  6vr-  and  xx.  2 .) 
who  fpakc  to  him,  and  by  him  to  our  fathers  at  mount 
Sitmiy  in  a  familiar  manner,  face  to  face,  a?  a  msn 
fpeakeih  to  hia  friend :  (Exod.  xxxiii*  1 1 *  and  Deut. 
v,  7t  3,  4.}  And  he  had  the  honour  of  receiving  and 
communicating  ro  them,  to  be  handed  down  to  us  of 
this  age,  the  authoritative  and  infallible  doctrines 
commands,  and  promifVs,  which  were  given  hiu.  im- 
mediately  by  the  living  God,  to  direct  them  in  the 
way  of  lifet*  and  which,  being  animated  by  hU  Spi¬ 
rit,  were  the  means  of  conveying  fpirituai  life  co 
them. 

30  But  though  he  was  To  great  a  man  in  his  ofllce 
and  endowments,  {ven  6.)  and  had  fitch  plain  tokens 
of  God's  being  with  him,  yet  our  forefathers  dealt  with 
him  in.  the  like  ungrateful  and  difobedient  manner  as 
ye  have  wilh  the  MdTiah  himfi-lf:  So  perverfe  were 
thryx  that  they  would  not  fubmit  to  hi$  authority,  but 
rejefled  him  arid  his  government  with  indignation  and 
contempt  i  and  their  foolifh  and  wicked  Keans  were 
inclined  to  return  back  to  Egypt)  and  emi  to  its  ido¬ 
latry  and  their  former  ha rdfhtps  there,  rather  than,  un¬ 
der  his  condud,  to  feed  on  manna  in  the  wilder rufs, 
and  go  forward  in  the  good  ways  of  God  to  a  Und  that 
flowed  with  milk  and  honey* 

40  Accor- 


NOTES. 

*  He  vrho  fpake  to  Mafit  at  mount  nicJLtviiat  oflicc*  Set  tlic  note  on  J&k't  v. 

tfxppcfiiy  edited  himlrlf,  and  is  ttilcil  Jfh-  37, 

tji;  a  name  vhicli  »nnott  tithoiLi  l be  f  Though  the  law  nfrlf  cfrkt  not x*7’e 

pmuqnptbn^  be  aflumed  hy*  or  ap-  as  tl«  apolile  :cll*  \t*t  (G.ti*  iii.  je»  as 
to,  any  created  angel,  on  account  of  the  otcoio  dial  law  point  ml  to  Chilli,  it  was 
hU  pertonating  God,  lince  he  asme  a  n^jnsoF  life  10  and  Lu-a:r.c  etke- 

thus  a  Jehovah,  is  ibi  n&ft  high  *v€r  oil  the  liul,  mtihr  the  li^ht  and  iufliiciirc  ui  the 
t?rt\  (Plains  IxxxWu  iS*)  And  therefore  SphitofGod,  for  their  obiaining  if 
ji  jeems  to  7nct  th*r  it  wjs  the  Son  of  loth  in  the  Msfilah  who  tv*.s  toectne !  And 

who  delivered  the  law  lo  Alyej  under  the  IjrafFs  obedience  to  the  Luf  was  the  meant 
tiiai^kT  of  J-bytish%  a: id  is  here  fpoKen  of  of  ihcir  enjoying  4  luppy  Uta  hi  £*Hnairt 
as  the  A^l  of  1  lit  cuvtu^i:,  rcli;ivt  10  LU  Vm.  47* 
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40  Saying  onto 
Make  ui 
pjd$  Co  j;u  before 
us;  fnrdf  /irthii 
Motes ,  which 
brought  us  out  of 
thcUndof£jHpt, 
we  wot  nor  what  is 
bccoiuc  of  him* 


4t  And  they 
mtdc  i  calf  in 
thofe  days  t  and 
ottered  fxrificc 
lmto  the  itk>U  and 
tfjoi'cd  in  the 
works  of  their 
ova  bauds. 


4*  Then  God 
tamed*  and  gave 
them  ap  to  tfor- 
(hip  the  hoft  of 
bravcn  ;  «  it  is 
\rrit;enintlicbonk 
oftlx  prop  bets,  O 
ychoufeor  i  fitch 
hurt  ye  oflered  to 
me  Hein  heads , 
and  &uiiicrsf  by 
the  fptce  of  forty 
years  tji  the  wil- 

dcruti's  ? 

4 1  Yea,  ye  look 
up  the  tabernacle 
of  Moloch t  and 
the  (tar  of  your 
gad  Renphan  t 

figures  which  ye 

made  to  worlhip 
them ;  and  X  will 
cany  you  away 
bfyuQd  litbybu. 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrffed*  Ch,  viL 

40  Accordingly,  Toward  the  clofe  of  the  forty  days 
of  Mo/rs’s  being,  a  fecond  time,  in  the  mount  with 
God,  {Exod*  xxiv*  j8»  and  xxxii,  i.)  they,  in  a  dif- 
contemed,  mutinous,  and  rebellious  manner,  faid  to 
Aaron )  Make  us  a  reprefentation  of  God,  like  rhofe 
rbat  the  Egyptians  have  of  theirs,  that  we  may  hare 
fome  vifible  ftgn  of  his  prefence  to  march  before  us, 
and  conduct  us  to  the  promtfed  land;  For  as  to  this 
man  Mofis?  of  whom  we  bave  had  too  bigh  thoughts, 
and  whom  we  followed  out  of  Egypt ,  we  cannot  ima¬ 
gine  what  is  become  of  him,  nor  do  we  expert  ever  to 
fee  hiru,  or  have  his  guidance  more. 

41  And  as  the  Egyptians  reprefented  their  God  Apis 
by  the  image  of  an  ox  or  calf;  fo  our  fathers,  in  rhofe 
days  of  their  (luptdity  and  unbelief,  prevailed  with  Aa* 
ronf  by  their  furious  clamours,  which  threw  him  into 
an  unguarded  confuGon  and  furprize,  to  make  one  in 
the  likenefe  of  a  calf?  as  a  fymbol  oft  he  divine  prefence; 
and  immediately  thereupon,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
the  fecond  commandmeut  again  ft  iimge-worfhip,  which 
they  bad  fo  lately  received,  in  the  moll  tremendous  man¬ 
ner  from  mount  Sinai?  ( fixed, .  xx,  4,  5,  23.)  they,  thro1 
the  ftrong  propenGon  which  they  had  contracted  to  ido 
latry  in  Egypt?  offered  burn t offerings  and  peace^tffer- 
ings9  in  a  way  of  religious  worfhip,  to  this  idol  of  their 
own  fetting  up;  and  expreffed  their  joy  in  fealling, 
fronting,  and  dancing  before  it,  (fix*£  xxxii*  6, 17,10, 
19  )as  if  it  had  been  really  a  God,  which  they  themfehes 
had  fo  newly  made,  by  their  owe  artificers  hands. 

42,  43  Then  God  was  fo  highly  tncrnftd,  that  he 
changed  the  method  of  his  dealings  with  them ;  and, 
withdrawing  the  refiraints  of  his  Spirit  and  grace,  gave 
them  up  in  his  righteous  judgment,  asajuGpunifrment 
of  their  Grt,  to  the  wilful  fottilh  corruptions  of  tbeir 
own  hearts,  (Pfahn  lxxxb  12.)  fo  that  they  proceeded 
Gill  further  to  acts  of  the  grcGUt  idolatry,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the Jirft  commandment,  (fixwf.  xx.  2 .) 
by  worfiiipping  the  luminaries  of  heaven,  the  fun,  moon, 
and  Gars,  {Deut*  xvii.  3,)  the  very  idol-gods  that  the 
Egyptian*  adored,  as  the  Lord  complained  by  one  of  rhe 
anetent  prophets,  faying,  {Amosv*  25,  26?  27.)  O  ye 
Ifraeliteiy  were  all  your  national  offerings  of  Gain  beads 
and  other  facrifices  only  to  me?  or  (hall  I  accept  your 
fer vices,  wherein  ye  falfcly  pretended  to  honour  me, 
during  your  journeying*  forty  years  in  the  wildcmrfs  r 
Ye  did  not  ihefc  things  to  me  ;  Nay,  fo  far  were  ye 
from  glorifying  me  as  God,  that  ye  fell  into  heathen  j~ 
dobtry,  and  took  upon  your  (boulders,  and  carried  a- 

bcu; 


Ch.  vii. 
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44  Oar  fathers 
|..cU he  tabernacle 
ut  wirntr*  in  tl*c 
*&krnc*sf  a$  he 
appointed  , 
faking  unto 
Mofos  ,  that  be 
tfkMild  mak«  it 
::<vimling  to  the 
f ■-■hi  an  that  h* 
h.d  feen*  * 


bout  with  you,  one  little  tabernacle,  repofitory,  or 
(brine,  in  which  was  inclofed  the  image  ot  Moloch,  the 
idol  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  (1  Kings  xi,  7.)*.  And, 
in  another  flirine,  ye  carried  with  yon  the  figure  of  a 
far,  reprefenting  your  idol  Remphan and  paid  your 
religious  adorations  to  thefc  (wife  gods,  by  the  images 
which  ye  yourfclvcs  had  made :  And  as  ye  are  not  yet 
clear  of  this  abominable  idolatry,  I  will  certainly  pu- 
nifh  your  iniquity  by-delivering  you  up  into  the  hands 
of  your  enemies,  who  will  carry  you  away  from  your 
own  country  into  a  Grange  and  idolatrous  land,  even  tn> 
to  AJfyria, ,  ( 2  Kings  xvii.  5, — 8-^  which  lyes  beyond 
Damafcus  and  Babylon.  Thus  God  right  eov/ly  dealt  with 
them  for  corrupting  his  ivorjbip,  and  defpijtng  bis  law 
And  Jball  he  not  deal  as  feverely  with  you,  the  children 
of  tlsefe  your  provoking  aneejiors,  for  the  contempt  ye 
have  put  upon  bis  Chrift,  and Jor  rejecting  the  counftl  of 
God  againft  your  fives  in  this  new  dijpt'rpiticn  of  grace, 
in  which  he,  with  divine  author,  ty ,  has  made  fmb  itter~ 
atiotu  iu  worjbip  as  feemed  be  ft  in  his  fight  ? 

44  As  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  nh  irge  brought 
againtl  me,  relating  to  the  dijlrutlion  of  the  te>nple,{k,:hap. 
vi.  14.)  be  pleated  to  conlider,  that  though  our  forefa¬ 
thers  acceptably  worfhipped  God  for  many  ages  before, 
as  has  been  already  fuggefted,  (ver.  2, — 16.)  yet  it 
was  not  till  they  came  into  the  wildernefc,  which  lay 
without  the  confines  of  Judea,  that  they  were  favouied 
with  his  holy  tabernacle,  in  u-htch  weie  contained  the 
ark  with  the  two  tables  of  the  law,  asawitnefs  between 
God  and  them,  aud  in  which  he  gave  other  figiml  tes¬ 
timonies  of  his  fpectai  pretence  and  favour,  and  bore 
witnefs,  in  a  figurative  way,  of  good  things  that  were 
to  come,  (Hch.  ix.  9.  and  x.  1.)  (itch  as  God's  per  fo¬ 
rt  ally  dwelling  in  flcfh  by  the  incarnation  of  Chrift, 
(John  u  14.)  and  hij  fpiritual  and  gracious  refider.ee  in 

the 


w  o 

*  As  the  fun  and  moan  wit  wordiipp^l 
Ly  (l:_*  La^eio  nations  under  the  charaAcr  ot 
ti.r  and  qttca  of  heaven*  and  toe 
G.uFi  And  ^nuf  the  ;  ihe  firft 

which  they  rcjircfcntH  fey  a  golden  bolt, 
ami  ihc  fecond  by  a  living  ox;  the  [earned 
ocnernllyr  agree,  i9ut  by  *as  mejnt 

the  /ita,  which  was  at  oiher  tiffiri  caH 
R.gK  Bet,  and  Ifc/su  ;  and,  in  the  opinion 
us  the  (hr  which  was  ahv 

c-dkd  C ’kiitnt  and,  by  the  Seventy,  tU*fxrrt 
hr  AYapAnr,  (dws  v.  ifi.)  nullified  the 
*  **  -  but  other*  think  it  rather  Ggnikd 
.V  The  (tnmts  *n*y  meet  with 

cotlefliuus  of  lbs  fenie  of  the  anriects 
thefe  idols  in  Cwiiuit  fiicbjrtt 

mid  irtitfy  But  Mr  ^v.sv:- 


r  v. 

ferd  has,  with  great  probability,,  fliewn,  that 
•  d--  Egyptian t  ni  firft  wofibipjattl  thete 
uuJy  *$  mediators,  in  wh trie  names  they  mr* 
Ih-pped  the  troc  God;  *cd  that  the  difpi-  s 
h.iti'eeu  Abraham  and  their  pnt  ^  by  iu 
thiii.  Whether  God  IhnuM  he  wi»Hhtpj>ed  m 
the  names  of  chde  mediators,  or  iti  the 
H'lifti  of  that  *ho  ijifKii'n!  in 

him  under  this  title*  which  was  ku^un  to 
;>c  the  name  of  the  Cupreine  God  in  di  oi.-* 
tmus,  in  wrly  time*;  utnl  fhat,  according¬ 
ly,  tVA’tfj  i*pvu  the  uante  &f  the  Lord*  JbouUt 
l"*  Kt-nilctal,  hiUtkiag  in  then  time  <■/  iht  L$rJw 

<G:V.  >11.  U,  a,;d*Mxvi.  34,  See  hi* 
it.  ef  f  ttr  diuf  pnj.  i:ji ,  yvJ.  31.  y. 
!2S-  378— iJ9» 
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45  Which  alfo 
ont  fattari  ill  At 
cameaftcr  brought 
in  with  jcTu&mto 
tbepofTcflunoflhc 
Gentiles  ,  whom 
G  nd  drift  out  be¬ 
fore  the  face  of  our 
fathers  unto  the 
days  of  David ; 


4f  Who  round 
favour  before 
God,  ind  t Wired 
to  find  a  taberna¬ 
cle  for  the  God  of 
Jacob. 


47  But  Solo¬ 
mon  built  him  an 
houfc. 


the  gofpel-church,  as  his  temple,  {2  Cor*  y i.  16,)  Anti, 
with  a  view  to  heavenly  things,  (Hcb.  viii.  5.)  that  ta¬ 
bernacle  was  framed  according  to  God’s  own  appoint¬ 
ment,  who  gave' a  ftrift  charge  to  Mofesf  laying.  Sec 
that  thou  make  all  things  after  their  pattern ,  or  model, 
1 vbicb  was  Jbewed  thee  in  the  mount*  (Exod.  xxv,  40.) 

45  And  afterwards,  in  the  following  generation,  un¬ 
der  the  conduct  of  J<fbuat  whofe  name  in  Greek  is  Je* 
Jus ,  and  who,  in  fighting  IfraeP s  battles,  ami  leading 
them  to  the  promised  land,  and*  introducing  the  taber¬ 
nacle  among  the  Gentiles^  was  a  type  of  Jcfus  ChriO, 
the  great  and  gofpeh  Saviour 5  our  fathers  brought  that 
holy  tabernacle  into  the  land  of  Canaan ,  which  was  then, 
and  had  been  for  many  ages,  pofllfitd  by  the  idolatrous 
heathens,  whom  God  devoted  to  definition,  and  ex¬ 
pelled  before  our  ancedors  :  And  this  place  of  their  So¬ 
lemn  worfhtp,  and  of  God’s  peculiar  reftdence  and  mi* 
ni feftation  of  himfclf,  continued  among  them,  without 
any  hint  or  notion  of  a  fixed  temple,  for  above  four 
hundred  years,  till  the  time  of  king  Davids 

4 6  Who  was  highly  in  favour  with  God,  as  a  man 
after  his  own  heart)  in  the  main  of  hischaratter,  {chap. 
xiii.  22*)  and  was  very  defirous  to  fhew  his  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  God,  by  building  a  magnificent  temple,  as 
2  fixed  habitation  for  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob  in 
which  all  the  worfhip  of  the  tabernacle  might  be  per¬ 
formed  to  him*  {Pfahn  cxxxii.  4,  5*) 

47  But  tho*  God  gracioufly  accepted  this  pious  in¬ 
tention  of  his  heart*,  yet,  to  flieur  that  he  was  not  in 
hade  for  fuch  a  houfe,  and  laid  no  ftreft  upon  it,  as 
needl'd  ry  to  his  fervice,  he  would  not  permit  David 
to  do  any  thing  more  towards  it,  than  preparing  ma¬ 
terials  for  it,  (i  Cbron*  xxix.  1,  &e.)  merely  becaufe  he 
had  fpent  moft  of  his  time  in  war ;  and  fo  God  defer¬ 
red  the  building  of  that  [lately  edifice  to  the  more  peace¬ 
ful  and  fettled  days  of  king  Solomon  his  fon,  (a  Sam*  vii, 
5, — 13.)  who  began  to  eieft  it  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
reign,  four  hundred  and  eighty  years  after  the  children 
of  Ifrael  came  out  of  Egypt)  (l  Kings  vh  1.)  And  fo 
it  evidently  appears  by  all  this,  that  the  fpecial  prefers 
end  hkffmg  of  God  may  he  enjoyed,  and  he  may  be  acecp* 
tahly  worjhtpped ,  wherever  he  pleafes ;  that  {f  Solomon 
might  change  the  moveable  tabernacle  into  a  fixed  temple 
Ay  Go(Fs  appointment ,  he  himfclf  may  make  the  chunk 
his  fpiritual  temple,  inflead  of  continuing  to  dwelt  in  one 


NOTE. 

f  The  temple  fsrms  to  be  here  called  a  ta-  cure  snd  emblems  of  the  Divine  PeeiVi^, 
einack,  beraufc  ‘I  onx  in  the  loom  of  farcJ  the  I amc  religious  purpofr$*  and  hii 
e  ubernjcUy  hwl  the  l«nw  fiend  fund-  ail  ubcrn«U*fi  trice  perior mol  id  it,  _ 


Ch.  tii. 


4ftRflwbdt,th£ 
moA  Hifch  dwtlL 
nho<<  wteinpks 
n»lc  wkhhtDdi; 
a*  fiith  the  pro- 
phctr 


49  Heaven  rim* 
throne*  and  earth 
if  my  footftool  : 
%hat  hotife  will 
ftbrild  me?  frith 
the  honker  what 
inhe  plot*  of  »y 
tdU 


Voi,  III. 


"the  Acts  of  ihe  AposTles  pdrapbrd/hL  Bl 

i f  earthly  materials;  and  that  if  he  refit  fid  David*/ 
building  a  houje  for  him,  becauje  he  had  Jbed  Jo  much 
blood  in  war,  it  is  much  more  to  be  exposed  that  be 
Jiould  take  it  away  from  you,  who  have  murdered  the 
Mefftah,  David*;  Jon,  w bom  he  owned  to  he  aljo  hit  Lord* 
(Pfabn  cx«  i.J 

48  And  though  the  tabernacle  firft,  and  afterwards 
the  temple,  was  bnilt  by  God’s  own  appointment,  it 
mult  neveithelefa  be  allowed,  that  the  prefence  and  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  great  and  glorious  God,  who  is  exalted,  la 
his  own  nature  and  perfe&ions,  above  all  bleffing  and 
praife,  are  not  to  be  confined  to  any  material  temple 
made  with  hands,  as  Solomon  himfelf  confcfied,  faying, 
with  adoring  wonder,  (1  King;  viii.  27.J  Will  God  in¬ 
deed  dwell  on  the  earth  t  Behold,  the  heaven  and  heaven 
tj  heavens  cannot  contain  thee  ;  how  much  UJs  this  houje 
that  I  have  huilded  7  and,  as  one  of  the  antient  pro¬ 
phets  has  declared,  with  a  view  to  God*s  dwelling  iu 
humble  fouls,  and  even  among  the  Gentiles  in  New 
Teftameot-times,  and  his  rejefting  the  oblations  that 
were  offered  by  wicked  men,  even  at  his  own  boufe, 
( IJa .  lxvi.  2,-13.)  faying,  (vtr.  1,  2.) 

49  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Heaven  is  the  throne  of  my 
majefty  and  dominion,  where  X  have  a  mod  cotnpla- 
cential  reft  in  the  brighteft  difplays  of  my  glory;  and 
the  earth  is  my  foot  (fool,  where  I  am  eflcntially  pre- 
fern,  and  in  lower  degrees  mantfeft  my  wiGdom  and 
power,  goodnefs  and  government ;  and  in  all  the  parts 
of  which  X  demand  that  its  inhabitants  worfhip  me  With 
the  moll  profound  humility  and  reverence :  How  then 
can  I  need,  or  be  profited  by,  or  confined  to,  any  houfe 
that  ye  (hall  build  for  me  ?  or  where  can  any  place  be 
found  that  (hall  reftrain  my  favour  and  delight,  or  the 
homage  that  is  to  be  paid  to  me  l 

<0  For  as  I  was  infinitely  hlefled  and  glorious  in  my- 
fclf,  before  the  heavens,  or  the  earth,  or  auy  thing  in 
them,  was  formed  j  fo  am  not  I  the  Creator  of  all  thefe 
things,  and  intimately  prefent  in  the  whole  worid,  as 
my  temple  to  receive  folemn  adorations,  and  to  exert 
and  manifeft  my  free  favour  and  almighty  power,  when¬ 
ever,  and  in  whatfoever  manner  Teems  good  in  my 
fight  ?  It  is  therefore  no  dljbanour  to  God,  or  dijparage- 
ment  to  the  temple ,  to  Jay ,  that  the  time  is  at  hand  in 
which  offerings  Jball  he  no  longer  made  acceptable  by  he - 
ing  presented  there  ;  hut  that  hi  will  have  a  gracious 
regard  to  all  that  worjbip  him  in  Jptrit  and  truth , 
wherever  they  be,  (John  iv.  at,  23,  24.)  and  that  tie 
Gentiles  Jball  fee  the  glory  cf  the  Lord ,  (  fja.  xxxv,  2.) 

+  £  and 


82 


The  Acts  cf  the  Aposti.es  parapbrafed.  Ch.  vii. 


YefHfT-ncvk- 
td.anri  imrircont- 
rifcd  in  heart  and 
Cim,  ycdo  alum's 
uTnl  the  H*iiy 
ChrJl  :  as  your 
■tuhcr*  fo  do 

ve- 


S%  Wliidi  of 
tlejjrophets  luvc 
not  your  father  $ 
prrfccutcd  ?  and 
they  hive  iktn 
them  which  fhtw* 
ed  before  rif  the 
comin>;  nfthejnfl- 
One  i  of  wlunn  ;-c 
have  licen  now 
the  betrayers  and 
murderers : 


Wlio  hate 
received  the  hw 
hy  the  difpnliii- 
on  of  angels,  2nd 
have  not  kept  IL 


and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth JhaU fear  him7  ( Pfa(my  Ixvii* 

v) 

5 1  Many  other  thoughts  might  be  added  in  ? indica¬ 
tion  of  any  thing  I  have  End,  had  ye  patience  to  hear 
them  ;  but,  to  bring  all  home  to  your  own  confidences, 
ye  are  a  mod  perverfely  obftinatc,  hardened,  and  un¬ 
yielding  generation;  who,  through  your  defperate  pride 
ami  prejudices,  will  not  bow  to  the  feeptre  of  divine 
authority  and  gTace  ;  and  how  much  foever  ye  glory  in 
the  circutncifion  of  your  Jlcfli,  ye  will  not  devote  your* 
felves  to  God,  or  (land  to  your  engagements  to  be  his; 
but  are  under  the  dominion  of  fuch  irregulat,  ftrong 
paflions,  as  corrupt  your  hearts,  and  make  you  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  God  in  his  word  and  provi¬ 
dence  ;  Yea,  ye  fight  again  ft  the  conviftion  of  your 
own  confidences,  and  the  evidence  of  miracles,  and  of 
the  fulfilment  of  the  plaineft  prophecies  of  the  Mefliah, 
which  were  wrote  hy  the  Holy  Spirit,  whom  ye  alfo 
oppofe  and  rejeG,  as  fpeakhig  in,  and  by  us,  the  infpi- 
red  fer varus  of  Chrifl:  Ye  tread  exa£Uy  in  the  fteps  of 
the  wickedeft  of  your  forefathers,  and  are  as  ftubboin 
and  rebellious  as  any  of  them  ;  nay,  ye  go  beyond  the 
very  word  of  them* 

52  Which  of  the  former  prophets  of  the  Lord  have 
not  fome  of  your  ancdlors,  and  your  predecelTors  in 
power  and  authority,  violently  pcrfecuted  ?  They  have 
gone  fo  far,  as  to  put  them  to  death,  that  foretold  the 
coming  of  the  grrat  Mcfliah,  who,  on  account  of  the 
purity  of  his  divine  nature,  and  of  his  fpotfefs  concep¬ 
tion,  holy  life,  and  bringing  in  an  ever!  a  fling  righ- 
teoufnefs,  in  his  human  nature,  may  be  (tiled,  by  way 
of  eminence,  the  juji  one;  And  ye  have  fo  far  exceeded 
tlKm  in  guilt,  that,  when  this  i)ivine  Perfon  him  fit  If 
appeared  among  you,  ye  hired  Judas  to  betray  him, 
and  then  unjuftly  condemned  him,  and,  with  a  traitor* 
ous  intention,  delivered  him  up  to  the  Roman  power, ; 
and  rD^icioufly  infilled  on  his  being  crucified,  the'  the 
frered  tabernacle  and  temple,  and  various  ceremonial 
rites  for  purification,  were  typical  of  him,  and  ough: 
to  have  been  given  up  for  bim  by  you, 

j3  Who  have  received  God’s  holy  law,  which  w^s 
delivered  ro  our  fathers  with  the  molt  awful  foleinnitr, 
[n;  SwTxy*;  a  mid  fi:  troops  of  attending  angch, 

(Pfai  Isviii*  1 7,  and  Dent,  xxxith  2<)  and  by  their  ml- 
niiiration  in  forming  the  thundering*  and  lightnings,  the 
found  of  the  trumpet,  and  the  articulate  voice  at  mount 
Sinai  %  and  yet  ye,  like  them,  have  neglected  and  dif- 
regarded  this  law,  and  the  (till  mote  glorious  gofpei  cf 

laivatiai, 


Clu  ?ii. 
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$X  When  they 

•’ey  were  cut  ro 
heart,  and  they 
t:i  .ill  a  l  on  him 
Hfh  their  teeth* 


S;  Rm  he,  he* 
;»«  full  offheHo* 
y  t  jh'iir,  looked 
ip  ftalijitiy  into 
awn,  und  frw 
h*  glwy  of  Oort, 
::ntfcfiis  (lamlittg 
m  Inc  right  hand 
f  God, 


falvation,  which  has  been  publtflied  to  you,  firft  bv  the 
Son  of  God  himfelf,  and  afterwards  by  the  Holy  Ghoil, 
with  the  noife  of  a  mighty  rufhing  wind,  and  by  his 
miraculous  gift  of  tongues,  (chap,  il  2,  3, 4.)  How  then 
can  ye,  without  repentance,  cxpc£t  to  efcape  God’s 
righteous  vengeance?  (fleb.  it.  2,  3,) 

54  As  Stephen  was  thus  going  on  with  his  difeourfe, 

and  applying  it  in  fo  clofe  and  touching  a  manner  to  the 
council,  they  were  fo  ftung  and  pierced  with  ir,  that 
their  hearts  were  cut  through,  as  if  they  had  been  fawn 
afunder,  (*ttrf*m  ™,-  «wrt>)  by  tormenting  indig¬ 

nation  and  envy,  at  what  they  could  neither  bear,  nor 
refute;  and,  looking  at  him,  they  grinned  and  inarled, 
and  gnsflied  their  teeth,  in  token  of  their  intolerable 
vexation,  and  of  their  bitrernefs  and  rage  again!!  him, 
in  dead  of  receiving  an  ingenuous  conviction  of  their  fin, 
and  being  melted  into  godly  forrow  and  repentance  for 
it,  as  fome  others  had  been,  under  the  influence  of  the 
Spirit,  (chap.  ii,  37.) 

55  But  he,  being  under  an  immediate  frefh  efTufion 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whereby  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of 
G.'d  relied  upon  him,  (t‘  Pet.  iv.  14.)  and  knowing 
their  defperate  malignity  againft  him  looked  above  the 
terrors  of  men,  and  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  heart  to  hea¬ 
ven,  in  a  way  of  faith,  and  of  appeal  to  God,  for  his 
vindication,  fupport,  aird  a  Alliance ;  and  with  a  fixed- 
net  of  foul  on  the  great  realities  of  that  bleffed  world, 
together  with  earned  defire  and  joyful  hopes  of  going 
thither,  he  had  a  view  of  the  Sbecbinab,  or  of  an  illnf- 
trious  appearance  of  the  divine  glory,  and  of  the  Lord 
JefuS  in  his  tinman  nature,  as  exalred  in  all  authority 
and  dignity,  majeity  and  dominion,  in  the  prefence  of 
his  Father,  *  like  one  Handing  at  his  right  hand  in  a 

pcfture 


NOTE. 


*  Chrft’s  (late  of  dulufion  i*  of:;n  <Ie- 
oibed  in  feripturt  by  hi*  p*iin$  at  the 
limit  of  Gotlj  to  denote  his  real  uig* 
i:;y,  and  hu  glorious  and  abiding  reft,  alter 
us  trials  and  fullering*,  ami  triumphant 
i*fory  over  alt  his  enemies  on  earth ;  Mot  T 
Itlnk  this  u  the  only  place  vhern  it  is  ex- 
»refled  by  bis  jlM&ng  at  God's  right  band, 
rhsch  may  be  for  tueh  rcifios  u  art  I’u*- 
dfled  in  the  Fonphrafe.  God  i»  hwlced  an 
jimenfe  jovifible  Spirit,  in  uhoai,  literally 
peeking  there  can  he  neither  ri*ht  no»  left 
jiid  ;  in J  therefore  Ch rift’s  juti x+7  or  Jta-id- 
<(  at  h*s  right  hand,  muft  be  underltaod  in 
fiptrativt  fenfe  :  Rut  as  God  was  formerly 
cm  tilth  m  tbc  which  vat  a 

iii'uo  manifdbdon  of  his  giory ;  Hi  the 
ftjiy  uf  the  father  may  prsVa^ly  l>c 


difpl.iytd,  in  fame  inconceirnhly  illaflrioui 
and  vUiblc  appearance  tn  heaven,  ou  the 

nghf  fite  cf  vhicti,  a?  mod  honomable,  our 
.Lord,  in  ltd  man  nature,  is  phevd.  Attwd* 
ingly,  when  Stephen  fw  this  B*wy  of  G*?dt 
he  faiff  ftdxA  Oti  hit  r'i?U  %;jnd7  or  fide ; 
uSicIk  in  other  repridcntaihjcs,  is  calk'd 
fiic  jii/it:*  tut  th  bund  cf  the  ftXnjtJh  « 
aui  cn  the  rt£*:t  hj&J  tf  the  threw:  tie 

A lojejiy  ic  the  j,  (Kck  i.  3.  and  viii, 

t,}  And  fume  liuv'c  thouirht,  thii,  the  lu\i- 
vens  bein^  opeitcd,  V/e^*riTs  fi|;ta  wus  fo. 
miraculotifly  ftrcagtbcncd,  as  to  ict  the  di¬ 
vine  fitary  >  and  the  in  the  third 

heavens,  «Uh  hi*  bodily  eyes:  [hit  others 
frppoJc,  that  be  hj<l  only  a  vilicwry  repfe- 

frm-ition  of  tWe  tiiir^,  like  :h<dr  wliivh 

the  prophets  l]ai*h  -uj J  vk 

h  *  and 
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poflure  ready  to  plead  his  righteous  caufe,  to  execute 
judgment  on  his  enemies,  to  fupport  his  differing  fer- 
rant,  and  to  crown  his  martyrdom  with  immortal  ho¬ 
nour,  by  receiving  him  to  glory* 

$*  Ami  6M,  56  And  Stepbent  in  holy  ecftacy,  and  with  a  noble 

femlu  opoicilt  sntrepielitp,  declared  it  to  them  all,  faying,  Obterve  and 
nod  the  Son  of  wonder,  I,  at  this  very  time  clearly  fee  an  opening  thro* 
n»n  (landing  ™  the  clouds  into  the  third  heaven ^  and  there  I  behold 
h“Jof  Jefusj  the  Mefliah  himfeif,  inhuman  form,  of  illuftrious 
beauty  and  grandeur,  (landing,  as  the  great  Lord  and 
judge  of  all,  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high, 
like  one  ready  to  exert  his  authority,,  to  your  confuGon, 
and  my  joy. 

it  Then  they  57  Hereupon,  taking  it  for  granted  without  a  caufe, 
cried  out  with  a  that  he  had  now  fpoke  blafphemy,  and  lo  confirmed 
SjJpIdJheirews;  the,ir  charge  upon  him,  {chap.  vi.  11.)  they  bitterly  ex- 
and  ran  u(k>o  him  ctaimrd  againfl  him  in  anoify  manner,  to  run  him  down 
with  one  accord,  -and  drown  his  voice,  and  flopped  their  ears  with  their 
fingers,  as  if  they  were  (hocked  at  bis  words,  and  could 
not  bear  to  hear  them  ;  and  the  whole  multitude,  being 
by  tbefe  means  Itirred  up  into  a  fury,  violently  rallied 
upon  him  with  one  content. 

js  And  c*Jl  58  And  as  criminals  were  formerly  ordered  to  be  put 
ty* udftgficdii'm*  t0  dvalh  without  the  camp,  (Lev.  xxiv.  14,  23*)  ind 
and  the  whitcdes  afterwards  without  the  city,  (1  Kings  xxi.  13.)  lb  they 
durh«ata  oot  °f  Jerufalem,  as  if.  he  were  an  accurfed 

wretch  s  and  then,  under  pretence  of  executing  the  law 
burc  «ai  SauL  againfl  biafphemers,  (Lev.  xxiv.  id.)  they  Aoned  him, 
till  he  died,  (fee  the  note  on  JobnwxW.  31.)}  and  as  the 
wirneffes  were  to  begin  the. execution,  (Dent.  xvii.  6, 
7*)  fo  the  perfons  that  had  depofed,  as  evidences  againfl 
him,  threw  off  tbeir  upper  garments,  that  they  might 
be  the  fitter  ter  their  laborious  and  tragical  work,  and 
committed  them  to  the  cuftody  of  a  young  man  *  named 

Saul\ 


NOT 

1.  and  F.zei.  L  i.)  and  like  that  of  the  npo- 
tile  Jehu.  when  he  fav  set  A«  Jentfilem 
tome  dam 1  from  God  Out  of  heaven,  (Knv  ■ 
xm>,  a,)  However,  it  ww  a  divine  Jifcovcry  of 
the  man  jdiis,  as  ml  If  exalted  ui  alt  his 
glory*  afitr  h*  had  left  this  world>  and  wu 
gone  to  (hr  Father* 

*  Siut  was  his  Hrfrrw  name,  which  fig- 
niAcs  tilkcd)  or  defir td ;  ho  was  likawife  call- 
ol  PdW,  which  was  his  Stoma  name,  and 
f^nitjet  fat  ft ;  and  If  this  was  originally  his 
AMU,;  mire,  there  is  not  much  mom  for 
foppollii^  as  dome  do,  that  it  wu  given 
him  with'  a  reference  to  the  (borfwfs  or  Jm 
Aaturt;  However,  after  Jic  became  to  apo- 
ftfe,  he  was  chiefly  known  by  this  name,  a$ 
iht  molt  acceptable  to  the  Geutiku  He 


E  $. 

was  a  native  of  Tetfu i»  the  chief  city  ul 
Ci&tia  ;  but  was  dcfccndcd  from  Hthrne  pa¬ 
rents,  of  the  tribe  of  tad  *»«  = 

youth  of  pregnant  parts,  a  warm  Pharifii\ 
six]  bigot  to  *hdaifmt  ami  a  rood  fthoLi, 
having  been  firll  educated  m  the  Gretk  Ln* 
goage,  phtbiopby,  and  poetry,  m  i  very- 
polite  and  noted  lchool  of  Tor/bs,  and  at* 
ter  wards  ft  tidied  divinity,  according  to  <f:e 
law,  and  the  traditions  of  the  cUtrs 
vrt  a  fchool  at  Jinj/ir/fw,  under  the  facum- 
Gamt&d  a*  his  tutor;  and  he  continue?!,  a 
farions  zealot  againft  Chriftiuihy,  till  (he 
lytwd  Jefoj  met  him*  and  convened  him, 
at  he  was  going  on  a  perfecting  tnamL  in 
Damafivst  {ebuf*  *xi u  3, 4*  f  *  and  JW.  ft- 
S*  tf.)  He  wu  like  wife  brought^  up  to  tfc 

bnT;cch 


Cb.  m. 


59  And  they 
finned  Stephen, 
calling  upon  Gvdt 
and  frying,  Lord 
J dlls,  tod  we  c tty 
tpirit. 


do  And  he 
kneeled  down  , 
±iul  eried  with  i 
loud  woke,  Lord, 
lay  not  (bit  fin 
to  ihdr  charge. 
Andtwlicnbebd 
Lid  this,  be  fell 
tike?* 
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Saul;  who  was  now  a  furious  2*aJot  againft  Strpbtn 
and  his  doftrine,  bur  afterwards  became  a  famous  con¬ 
vert  and  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrifh 

59  And  all  the  while  that  they  were  battering 
phot  with  (bowers  of  (tones*  he  behaved  with  a  noble 
Chriftian  fortitude  and  compofure  of  fpirit*  invoking  or 
calling  upon  the  Lotd  Jefus  in  prayer*  with  faith  in  him* 
as  a  divine  pertbn*  and  faying,  (*»******«»*!«»  xiywra,  Kvpt* 
tw*)  O  Welled  Saviour,  who  art  Lord  of  all,  and  for 
whole  fake  I  am  now  fuflering  martyrdom*  I  humbly 
commit  my  departing  foul  to  thy  fpecial  care  and  love, 
begging  that  thou  wouldlt  receive  it  into  thine  imme¬ 
diate  prefence  in  tby  heavenly  kingdom  ;  and  putting 
my  trull  and  confidence  in  thee*  that  as  foon  as  I  am 
abfent  from  the  body*  I  {hall  be  prefent  with  thee. 

60  And*  at  length*  in  the  midft  of  their  cruelties 
and  bis  own  dillreb*  he  fell  upon  his  knees  ;  and  in 
that  reverent  pofture  prayed*  with  great  earnefinels* 
piety*  and  charity*  and  with  an  audible  voice*  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  bis  dying  Saviour*  laying*  Lord*  let  not  this 
great  iniquity  of  my  murderers  be  imputed  to*  and  pu- 
nifhed  upon  them  *  let  them  not  be  dealt  with  by  tbee 
as  they  are  now  dealing  with  me  ;  but  let  the  merit  of 
thy  blood  plead  for  them*  and  bring  them  to  faring  re¬ 
pentance  ;  and  let  them  be  brought  to  faith  tn  thee  for. 
the  remiffiou  of  this*  and  of  all  their  other  fins.  And 
as  foon  as  he  had  poured  out  the  defire  of  Iris  heart  in  this 
charitable  drain  for  them,  which  was  after  wards  mnarka- 
b]y  anfwered  in  the  converfion  of  Saui>  {chap,  is.)  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  laft  mortal  wound*  and  died  with  as  much 
compofure  and  £atisfa£Hon  as  if  he  had  been  only  lay* 
mg  himfelf  down  to  fleep  in  the  arms  of  Jcfu j,  who 
will  raife  his  body*  which  refts  in  the  grave  from  all 
its  former  fatigues  and  fufferinga,  to  a  glorious  immor¬ 
tality* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


Do  any  call  us  to  account  concerning  our  faith  and  hope  in  Chrift  ?  Let  the 
Uw  and  the  testimony  be  oar  defence  ;  they  all  along  fpnkc  of  himt  and  by 
them  wc  are  aflared  that  he,  who*  with  relation  to  his  office,  Imre  the  name  of 
the  Apgd  of  the  Lord,  is  in  himfelf  the  God  of  Abraham*  lfaac*  and  Jfacvh9 
who  appeared  to  AUfit  in  tbc  flaming  btifh  without  confnming  it ,  was  with  him 
In  all  his  dangers,  and  wrought  all  the  wonders  of  IfrxcPs  deliverances  by  hi3 
hands;  and  who  was  typified  by  that  famous  prophet,  and  by  *]&jfma9  their  lead¬ 
er  into  the  land  of  Canada t  and  by  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  and  is  now  exalt¬ 
ed,  m  our  nature,  to  the  higbeft  dignity  of  his  office  in  heaven,  and  is  the  pro¬ 
per  object  of  faith  and  religious  worilrip*— -How  true  and  fiithful  is  God  to  his 

covenant ; 


V  O  T  K. 


baT^efs  of  a  tent -maker;  il  being  cnfloma*  make  them  capable  of  earning  ther  liwli-* 
ry,  iffirtng  even  the  rich  JeofSt  to  breed  their  hood,  if,  by  any  uim  ot  Providcnce*  jhty 
children,  though  ft  g  dents,  tn  fome  handy-  flwuld  have  oo cuftun  fur  it.  See  Ur  Li<U- 
eraii  :radc,  to  prevent  idlcncfs  and  fto,  stud  f  nt  vul.  i.  i\  *9S>  snd  in  ®rc„  p, 
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covenant :  though  wr,  alas  !  are  dull  of  underftandm^,  and  do  not  obfcrve  his 
way  aod  li roe  far  fuliillfag  k !  Hut  how  fare  arc  his  performances  of  all  hit  pro* 
mrfc5r  in  due  feafan,  to  them  that  tnifl-  in  him  ;  and  how  gracmufly  does  he  ac¬ 
cept  them  amt  t  turn'  fVrWces,  according  to  his  own  mftitution,  of  ivhat  nation, 
cr  m  what  place  frever  they  arc  !  And,  O  how  much  better  is  it  to  have  God 
dwelling  in  onr  hearts  by  faith,  and  in  o«r  religions  aflcznblies  by  his  Spirit,  as 
bis  templi:  upon  earth,  till  we  get  to  the  throne  of  his  glory  in  heaven,  than  to 
imagine  that  his  fpccial  prefence  is  cm  lined  to  any  material  temple!  But  ah  ! 
How  prone  arc  hypocritical  psnkftbvs  to  be  more  fond  of  rites  and  ceremonies* 
than  of  his  law  ami  gnfpel  I  ilow  fully  have  many  revolted  from  him,  refilled 
his  Spirit,  pcrlccutcd  his  femnts,  and  n*j<*cted  turn*  and  his  falvatiun,  to  their 
own  dreadful  perdition  l  But  the  Lord  Jet  us  will  ftand  by  the  true  confefTors  of 
Itis  name  at  the  wotil  of  limes,  will  fill  them  with  the  Holy  Chaff,  and  give 
them  fcrifonablc  niani reflations  of  his  glory ;  ami  when  his  enemies  caft  them  out, 
and  croc  Ify  put  them  to  death,  hr  flr*nd3  ready  to  fapport  and  comfort  them,  to 
take  tlunn  into  the  aims  of  his  love,  mid  lt>  receive  them  to  heaven,  that  they 
may  live  with  him  for  evm  And  <> !  with  what  lioiy  liberty,  zeal,  and  cou¬ 
rage,  will  they  fpenk  far  him,  and  faifrr  tvtu  to  the  worft  of  martyrdoms  far  h:s 
fake,  when  be  rails  them  *n  iu  and  fiicng'hcns  them  fiw  k  !  With  wlut  humble 
coiiiick-nre,  am!  idluriirg  far  Is  fait  ion,  may  they  invoke  his  mir/,  and  commit 
thrir  departi^  ihw Is  to  him  ;  and  with  what  pcarc  and  pleafare  may  they  die, 
with  a  fa*giv;s:g  fpirit  toward  their  enemies,  and  with  joyful  hopr  of  their  own 
fouls;  icofaj:  immediately  tn  Jefas,  and  of  their  bodies  flexping  in  him,  till  they 
find  I  awHke  to  rvrrlafiing  Hfc,  aiul  a;>pcar  with  Him  in  glory  ! 


c  II  A  P.  VIII. 

The  pcrftcitticn  cf  tlx  church,  I , — 3.  Its  enlargement  cbicjly  by  means 
e/ Philip’/ preaching  the  gcj pel  at  Samaria  with  great  fuccejs,  4, — 13. 
The  applies,'  Peter  and  John,  confirm  the  dtfciples  there,  andfevere- 
ly  reprove  Simon  Magus,  14, — 25.  And  Philip,  by  order  a/ an  an¬ 
gel,  preaches  Chrifi  to  the  eunuch,  baptizes,  and  leaves  him ,  26,-40. 


Tf.it. 

Saul  UK 
cnnfl*m:[*£  mi- 
tohisikarS*  And 
it  that  tin ie  there 

was  agrejt  ptildc- 
Oition  the 

eJnirvh  w  hich  vai 
#1  Jc-nii3tlrfii :  qnd 
ihcy  were  a:  I 
frittered  thread 
thrmif  hi'ui  the 
iLisfOiii  of  Judea 
and  £jiHud  1.  i‘k- 
fupt  the 


Pah  a  pur  asp.. 

VTOW  Saul,  with  others  of  his  own  kidney,  (*wewA*».) 
^  concurred  in,  and  was  highly  pleafed  at  Stephen's 
death,  train!;'  imagining,  that  this  firft  ami  vigorous 
execution  of  fuch  a  bold  champion  for  Chriflianity, 
would  ftrike  terror  into  all  its  friends,  and  put  a  flop  to 
irs  increafe  :  And  as  the  fanhedrim  faw  their  authority 
finking,  and  were  exalperated  to  the  hit  degree  at  Ste¬ 
phen's  cutting  tlifcourfe,  a  feverc  perfection  was  railed 
agtinit  the  church  at  Jerusalem  j  and  all  *  its  preach¬ 
ers,  who  were  chielly  (truck  ar,  difperfed  themfelves 
through  the  countries  of  Judea  and  Samaria,  to  avoid 
the  heat  of  the  ilorm,  and  to  preach  the  gofpel  in  thofc 


*  T il'ctc  al!  faxerrJ  abroad,  mini  U 
\wth  n»me  limiL^Itoit}  the  affiles 
1 1  ti ■  m  |r  \ c^!i t 1 1' tied  at  rj*rufth a 
there  Ut  tr^  it  ill  dwa  Chrilt:anB*  who 
^  y*  c  0 11  Vf:  <  *  *  tVi  f  m  Am  uu  &  t  he 
thM  binVd  styr^rt/Vith 

^rC^t  Lnurrj'^f'i>r,s  over  htm  at  h:^  enve  * 
tml  tNt-c  b:n-f  h«n>j  thriri  liiam*  other 
Jitwi  c;id  ivcmcA,  wbrnn  S$s/  pcrii-Cuttf!, 


T  E.  ^  parts, 

and  w ho  are  dUlinffutflictl  from  them  dm 

hctc  fcatterul  Abroad,  {wr,  1^—4,)  *1  LhtjT= 
tbcrrfnrc  fcvm  to  be  ihc  remainder  of  C  - 
btmdred  and  twenty  that  were  ailed  il.c; 
apart  la  own  company,  {cLip*  iv.  *3.)  aivi 
twrhajri  bicladed  frWdl  »(her  later 
vvrtSj  tbtt  had  iwrivcd  the  *;sfts  oi'  the  lhly 
Ch^O,  and  wtn:  abou;  u  rracgcIUU  tj 
y;cAcb  the  gofptk 


Cb.  TIU. 
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*7 


i  And  <Jtvout 
men  carried  Ste- 
pW'.\  irf  hit  bmai% 
made  grot 
lamentation  over 
Hm. 


3  As  for  Saul, 
1*  nude  havock 
of'ht  church, cii- 


;t*  p/iton* 


tktm 


parts,  according  to  ChrifVs  dirt£Hon$,  {Mat*  x.  23. 
and  AEh  i.  8,)  Qnly  the  apoftlcs,  by  facial  intimati¬ 
ons  from  the_  Spirit,  kept  together  $  and  commuting 
thcmfelves,  amidft  all  danger,  to  the  divine  protection, 
flayed  in  that  city,  to  fupport  the  prrfecuted  imereft 
there,  to  obferve  the  openings  of  Providence,  and  to 
be  ready  to  go  wherever  k  fhould  call  them. 

2  In  the  mean  time,  fome  of  Step  fan's  religions 
friends,  to  (hew  their  refped  to  him,  and  their  zeal 
for  the  caufe  of  Chrifl,  ventured,  in  the  face  of  all 
danger,  to  carry  off  his  mangled  corpfe,  and  give  it  a 
decent  funeral,  greatly  bewailing  the  lofs,  and  the  bar¬ 
barous  execution  of  fuch  an  uferul  worthy  perfon. 

3  But  to  return,  Saul)  who  was  a  furious  bigot  to 
yWtft/m,  and  a  bitter  enemy  to  Chriflianity,  (fee  the 

ttrin"  into  emy  note  on  chap*  vik  58,}  ami  was  mentioned  but, now, 
mcnVnd  wr*cnf  (w#\  1*)  as  abetting  and  taking  pleafore  in  the  inhuman4 
murder  of  Stephen^  This  hot-headed  youth,  was  one 
of  the  forwarded  to  carry  on  the  perfect? ion  ;  and, 
having  received  authority  from  the  fanhedrim,  ( chap , 
xxii.  5-}  he  hid  himfelf  out,  with  all  his  might,*  to  di- 
ftrefs  the  church,  and  made  dreadful  wafle  upon  it,  break¬ 
ing  open  the  doors  of  their  places  of  worfhip,  and  of 
private  houfes  where  Chrittians  dwelt,  or  were  harbour¬ 
ed  ;  and  dragging  away  women,  as  well  as  men,  with¬ 
out  (hewing  the  leafl  companion  to  the  tender  fex,  and 
throwing  them  into  jail,  without  diiltnction,  in  order 
to  their  being  tried  and  condemned  to  death.  [Chap, 
xxii.  4.) 

4  As  therefore,  thro*  the  violence  of  the  times,  there 
was  no  opportunity  for  public  miniflratioiis  at  Jervfa* 
^€nh  the  preachers,  that  by  this  means  were  forced  away . 

j  the  from  thence,  and  difperfed  into  other  parts,  went  on 
'a0Lli*  frveraUy  with  their  work  of  publifhiug  ine  glad  tidings 

of  the  gofpel,  in  different  places  where- 

ever  they  came  ;  and  fo  the  attempts,  that  were  made 
to  fupprefs  the  doctrine  of  Chri.fl,  were  over-ruled  hy 
Providence  for  the  greater  and  wider  propagation  of  it. 
s  Then  rfcilip  ;  Among  the  reft,  Philip  the  evangclilt,  who  was 
alfo  ore  of  the  feven  deacons  lately  chofen,  {chap,  vi. 
and  pwadiri  5-  andxii.  8)  went1*  to  one  of  the  chief  cities  01  Sa* 
Clui'lmiiothcm,  maria ,  where  our  jxrd  himfclf  had  been  about  three 
or  four  years  before,  (John  iv.}  ;  and  there  he  proclaim¬ 
ed  Jcfus  Chrifl  to  the  people,  j  as  the  How 

nf  (in d  and  the  true  Mefliah,  who  hnd  b**cn  crucified, 
but  was  rifen  again,  and  exalted  at  the  Father’s  right 

band ; 

ir  o  t  e* 

*  ThU  vn&  #prt?i>jii!y  stiff  Ixmt  which  the  hr  way  reproich,  called  ^v-;r. 

(  xv  thv  tewcm*  J  Iv.  y  ) 


4  Thertfnre 

:';fy  that  were 
iirstti-ml  sbr&aH 
w‘*u  i*v[  ry 
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hand ;  and  (hewed  them  the  way  of  lalvation  through 
him. 


ti  And  the  peo¬ 
ple  Wirh  one  ac¬ 
cord  eave  heed 
Unto  taoJi  thing* 
which  Philip 
fpab  t  I  tearing 
s  od  feeing  the  mi* 
ncU»  which  he 
dty. 


6  And  as  many  of  the  Samaritans  had  believed  in 
Chrift,  upon  his  own  perfobd  .preaching  to  them,  tho’ 
he  had  wrought  no  miracles  among  them,  {John  iv. 
39,  41.  fee  the  note  there)  Co  great  multitudes  of  them 
(«*  now,  with  one  content,-  attended  to,  and  re. 
ceived  with  faith  and  love,  the  gofpel  concerning  him, 
which  Philip  taught  them,  while  they  not  only  heard  him 
preach*  hut  faw  the  miracles  that  he  wrooght  to  con¬ 
firm  his  doctrine  and  heard  the  words  by  which  he 
performed  them  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  whom  he  prtn 
claimed  to  them  \  and  were  wicnefles  of  the  confelfions 


that  were  thereupon  made  of  the  Saviour,  to  his  "glory. 

7  For  nncku  m  For  evil  infernal  fpirits,  whofe  temper^  work,  and 
wkh^  kniJvok^  defign  were  vile  and  linful,  finding  themfdves  unable 
!wnc<n>t  of  mar  7  to  refill  the  mighty  power  of  Chrilt,  which  attended 
thatvcrcpoiicfled  Philip* s  words,  cried  ont  with  hideous  rage,  and  there- 
My  ndUn  wi*  '■(»»  inftantly,  though  againft  their  wills,  departed 
palfia,  and  that  from  abundance  of  perfiuui  whom  they  had  corporally 
k!?  {fee  the  note  on  Matth.  iv.  24,)  And  many 

***  *  others  that  had  been  fo  dreadfully  feiaed  with  palfies,  and 

had  loll  the  nfe  of  their  limbs  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
be  incurable  by  human  art,  were  effe&ualjy  recovered 
to  health  and  ftrength. 

*  there  8  And  fuch  was  the  power  of  divine  grace  upon  a 
S»t  onT  m  ”  multitude  of  fouls,  and  fuch  the  miracles  of  mercy  u- 
pon  many  bodies,  that  the  greateftfatisfa&ion  and  delight 
difTufed  through  the  minds  and  beam  of  the  people  of 
that  city,  in  their  embracing  the  gofpel. 

9  Rut  there  w«  9  But  there  was  a  noted  infamous  man,  one  Simon 
Bfcruinmsneall-  Magus,  who  raking  the  opportunity  of  the  general  ex- 
Ufol^timeTntL  Pe&»ti°n  °f  *be  Meffiah  in  thofe  days,  and  endcavour- 
r»o< e city  u W  for-  ing  to  deface  the  good-  imprcJEons  which  Chrift  had 
ewy.indhcwitdi-  formerly  made  upon  that  people  concerning  bimfelf, 
Samana^givifl0-  when  he  was  perfonally  among  them,  had  for  Come  rime 
pin  that*  hjmfrjf  pall  ufed  magical  am,  and  worked  (ham  miracles,  by 
»»*  ivm«  5 rest  diabolical  aid,  in  this  very  city,  and  bad  thereby  ftrange- 
pte<  ly  infatuated  and  amufcd  the  minds  of  the  Samaritans  ; 

he,  at  the  fame  time,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  im> 
poftors  *,  boafting  of  hitnfelf  as  a  very  great  and  extra- 
ordinary  man,  of  a  divine  chan&er. 

10  And 


K  0  T  E. 

•  Some  think  that  Sima*  pretended  him  *  and  Gad  avrr  all  md  pevtr  {  anil 

felf  to  be  thr  Muliili,  or  fiime  great  pro-  pretcudcd  to  appear  to  the  Jmu  at  the  £u, 
pli«  and  ffitilciijjsr  from  God}  and  it  »p-  tatlit  jlmjanfoN  v  Fqtbtr,  a  ltd  toother 
pent  from  Irtacus.  T^rotlltee,  Sljr-  nations  asifo  Heij  Ghafi.  See  »o  account  of 
If,  mxl  other*  of  1 1 ic  aniienl*,  iiiut  he  bbf-  tliefc,  and  Others  of  hi*  monftrouily  bhf- 
phemonfiy  garc  himfcli  our  to  be  die  tldtf  phiemou*  and  abominably  licentious  doe- 
poll  y&,  to  be  dad  (h  Fatefr  aee.-r  all,  rinea,  in  Ly£(/wy  aud  Hfbtfy  pa  the  plpee. 
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*9 


ing,  Thu  man  U 
the  great  power 

Of  GodT 
iv  And  co  biro 


bewitched  them 
with  (arteries,  ^ 

it  But  when 
th  cy  bcDcvcdPl  it* 
hp,  preaching  the 
things 


10  To  "kH2  10  ^uc**  a  ^elufive  inflnence  bad  his  magical 

fmnMjielaftto  Pran^8  UP°D  this  people,  that  high  and  low,  young  and 
rhe  greattft,  fay-  old  among  them,  generally  paid  him  a  great  deal  of 
’  reverence  and*  regard,  and  cried  him  up  for  a  wonder¬ 

ful  perfon,  faying.  He  is  furely  endued  with  the  al¬ 
mighty  power  of  the  great  God  himfelf* 

11  And  they  gave  great  attention  to  him,  and  to  all 
kmufc  tS  of  that  he  faid ;  becaufe  for  a  conGderable  time  be  bad 
long  time  he  had  enchanted  and  confounded  their  minds,  through  his 

artful  management,  in  the  way  of  witchcraft  *,  by  un¬ 
accountable  charms. 

12  But  when  the  very  perfbns  that  had  been  fo  e- 
gregioufly  impofed  upon  by  Simon,  and  led  captive  by 
tbe  devil  at  his  will,  were  by  a  divine  influence  con- 

jug  obe  kingdom  vinced  of,  and  brought  to  receive  by  faith  the  joyful 
na  tidings  of  falvation  which  P£>7ipipreached,  relating  to 

Chrift,  they  the  fpiricual  bleffiogs,  privileges,  and  obligations  of  the 
tuptiwd  both  gofoel-ftatc,  which  ihould  iffoe  in  heavenly  glory,  and 
pen  ud  vtnnen.  to  Jcfus  Chrilt,  as  the  only  Saviour,  Lord,  and  King 
of  the  church,  by  whofe  power  alone  all  thefe  miracles 
were  wrought  $  they  then  deferted  the  irapoflor,  and 
ch  ear  fully  came  under  the  initiating  leal  of  God's  co- 
-  vebant,  which  in  this  new  difpenfation  of  gisce,  was 
equally  applicable  to  male  and  famale,  they  being  alt 
ene  in  Cbrifi  Jefos,  and  become  Abraham's  feed  and  heirs 
according  to  tbe  promife,  (Gal.  iii.  27,  28,  29.)  And 
fo  both  men  and  women,  who  were  now  delivered  from 
the  power  of  Satan,  and  tranflated  into  Chrift*e  king¬ 
dom,  (Col.  i.  13.)  were  baptized  in  his  name  in  tefti- 
monjf  of  their  devotednefs,  fubjeAion,  and  adherence 
to  him  $  and,  in  that  way,  became  profefled  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  members  of  the  Chriftian  church. 

13  Then  Simon  bimfelf  ajfo  feeing  the  miracles  that 
were  vaftly  fuperior  to  all  he  had  pretended  to,  and  ob* 
ferving  that  thereupon  tbe  people  went  over  fo  entirely 

he  continued  with  from  him  to  Chriflt,  was  brought  to  a  con  vision  in  his 
Philip,  airiwon-  own  mind)  that  Philip’ 6  do£fcrme  muft  needs  be  true: 

'  And  he  making  an  open  profeflion  of  faith  therein,  ran 
with  the  crowd,  and  was  baptized  ;  after  which,  with 
all  appearances  of  a  ftticere  convert,  he  kept  company 
with  Philip,  and  attended  on  his  miniftry  :  And  as  he 

was 


lyThenSinron 
Iunrdf  believed 
alfo :  and,  when 
lie  vu  baptised, 


H  0 

*  Hnw  btoloui  (pew  (lories  of  witch* 
cruU  nidj'  h?ve  been  in  bier  ages,  it  Teems 
4*  if,  by  divine  pcrmHfiou,  Tor  the  mow 
cvitlt  nt  diftingtHlhing  of  true  miracle*  Ihm 
other  appearweej,  there  were  really  a  dii* 
bo!:c;il  power  excited  by  Snaaa  Maga j,  in 
*orLriig  1ii»  pretended  miracle*,  like  thwt  or 
*ii:  magicians  13  flu*  thi*  m  « 


T  E. 

much  outdone  1  w  the  true  miracles  of  T*Jv£/i, 
as  that  was  bj  tnufc  of  ;  and  we  may 
be  fart  that  God  will  alwaysovrrenrac,  wlten* 
ever  the  toniert  lyes  between  him  and  the 
devil!  and  wilt  give  indisputable  proofs  of 
fuperior  power  in  the  mirades  of  which  he 
is  the  author,  beyond  alt  dial  ean  be  Hone  by 
any  mere  crcuiart  in  oppofiLjpn  to  him, 


pa  The 

icroA,  MioUiug 
tin:  niirarlci  wtd 
fig  ns  wfaicb  were 
dim  c* 


¥4  Naw  vlicn 
tki[^ll!eswi  kh 
urre  :it  JrtntMciH 

bmrd  ihar  Sanra- 
rU  hid  received 
the  w*nf  ot  Godf 
they  lent  unto 
liicm  Peter  ami 
John; 


j s  Who*  when 
(liey  ^ert  rttme 
n,  prayed  for 
f lu'ffl  lt>af  thry 
mi§h*  recrire  the 
lliify  Gtclh 


id  (For  as  yet 
hi  «-:f  frltcii  upon 
noui^  i!;cni:  ou* 
iy  ri.iy  nnfi'chap* 
tieed  i:i  i!  c  name 

d  :he  X,uid  Jc- 
lus.) 


t  j  Then  hid 
they  itezr  hands 
eiuh?n»tfidrhcy 
received 
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was  dqtly  an  eye-witnefs  of  ftil]  further  wonderful  works 
of  divine  power  and  goodnefs,  which  were  fo  many 
undeniable  atteftations  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpcl,  (fee 
the  note  on  chap.  it.  22.)  he  was  filled  with  as  much 
aftonifiimem  at  them  as  the  people  had  been  before  at 
his  own  forgeries. 

14  Now,  after  Tome  time,  when  the  apoftlcs,  who 
flill  continued  together  at  Jerufakm>  (wr  r.)  came  to 
hear  the  good  news  that  many  of  the  Savuiritans  had 
embraced  the  gofpel  as  the  word  9/  Gad,  they  agreed 
to  fend  two  of  their  number  to  them  j  and  particularly 
fixed  on  Peter  and  John  for  thatpurpofe,  that  they  might 
help  forward  the  promifing  beginnings,  by  countenan¬ 
cing  and  aflifting  Philip  in  their  preaching :  by  confirm¬ 
ing  the  difciples,  and  conferring  fpititual  gifts  upon 
them,  which  none  hut  apofties  were  capable  of  doing ; 
and  by  fettling  a  church  in  thofe  parts,  and  doing  every 
thing  elfe,  that  might  be  further  requisite  for  propaga¬ 
ting  the  intereft  and  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  and 
the  good  of  immortal  fouls. 

15  And  as  Peter  d  id  not  claim  any  fuperiority  of 
power  over  the  reft  of  the  apofties,  or  take  upon  him  to 
fend  others,  or  to  go  of  his  own  head fo,  by  the  order 
of  his  brethren,  he  and  John  chearfully  went,  as  fellow- 
ferrams  and  meflengets  of  the  body  ;  and  upon  their 
arrival  at  Samaria,  they  recommended  the  new  converts 
to  God  in  prayer,  that,  at  this  firft  plantation  of  the 
gcf'pel  among  them,  they  might  be  made  partakers  ot 
fuc'i  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  Infinite 
WKdom  (hould  fee  fit  to  beftow  upon  them,  for  the 
more  evident  demonftration,  that  the  doftrine  they 
had  received  was  indeed  the  word  of  God ;  that  it  had 
effectually  worked  upon  their  hearts ;  and  that,  under 
this  blefit'd  dii'pcnfation  of  grace,  they  fhould  he  admit¬ 
ted  to  equal  privileges  and  blcflings  with  Jeviijb converts. 

t6  For  hitherto  the  miraculous  powers  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  had  not  defceitded  upon  any  of  thefe  Samaritan 
believers ;  they  were  only  partakers  of  his  enlightening 
and  fanflifying  influences,  whereby  they  were  brought 
to  believe  in  Chrift,  and  to  be  baptized  in  his  name,  by 
virtue  of  his  authority,  and  in  token  of  their  relation 
and  fubjeflion  to  him,  .as  their  only  Lord  and  Saviour, 
and  of  their  faith  in  him,  and  engagements  to  be  his. 
(See  the  note  on  chap.  ii.  38.) 

ij  When  thefe  two  apoflles  had  prayed  for  them, 
they  ufed  the  Ggnificant  ceremony  of  laying  their  hands 
upon  them,  as  an  intimation  that  their  prayers  were 
aufwered,  and  as  a  figcal  that  the  gifts  prayed  for 

were 


reived  ihe  Holy 
;utt. 


iR  And  when 
iron  faw*  that, 
vn;gh  UyTnyrifi 
the  apfifUcf 
.•■id*,  ihe  Holy 
'  'll  vi 75  given, 
*■  offered  cheat 
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were  then  conferred j  and  they  accordingly  were  *,  in 
a  vifiblc  manner,  made  partakers  of  wonderful  miracu¬ 
lous  powers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

iS  And  when  Simon  the  forcerer  faw,  that,  thro*  the 
apoftles  laying  their  hands  on  perfons  heads,  foch  for- 
prizing  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  were,  without  any  more 
ado,  freely  and  immediately  conveyed  to  them  ;  he  fla¬ 
red  like  a  man  aghaft;  and  thinking  with  bimfelf,  that 
there  was  fomething  very  pompous  and  divine-like  in 
this  exercife  of  their  authority,  and  that,  if  he  were 
but  able  to  do  the  fame,  it  would  effcftually  aufwer  the 
utrooft  of  his  covetous  and  amhitious  views;  and  ima¬ 
gining  that  the  apoflles  were  as  mercenary  creatures  as 
bimfelf,  he  offered  to  tempt  them  with  a  round  futa  of 
money, 

19  Saying,  Be  fo  good  as  to  confer  this  noble  power 
upon  me,  that  on  whotnfoever  1  (hall  lay  my  hands,  he 
may  receive  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  fame  manner  as  tliefe 
perfons  have,  by  your  laying  hands  on  them  ;  and  all 
this  treafure  (hall  he  yours. 

20  But  as  his  making  this  propofol  was  the  higheft 
affront  that  could  be  put  upon  the  apoftles,  and  di rea¬ 
ve  red  the  moll  carnal  felf-fecking  temper  of  mind,  and 
the  moil  unworthy  notions  of  the  nature  and  detign  of 
the  Ch  rift  tan  religion,  and  of  the  miracles  that  con  Crat¬ 
ed  itf,  Peter  i aid  to  him,  with  indignation  and  difdain, 
O  thou  abandoned  wretch,  wc  will  have  nothing  (o  do 
with  your  iniquitous  reward ;  wc  deleft  it  as  mean 
earthly  treafure,  which  will  perith  with  yourfclf,  whofe 
horrible  abufe  of  your  riches  will  aggravate  your  ruin, 
becaufe  you  was  fo  monftreufly  fooltfti  and  wicked,  as 
to  Imagine  that  the  free  gift  of  God,  in  beftowing  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  for  anfwering  fpiritual  and  heavenly  pur- 
pofes,  might  be  bought  with*  the  pelf  of  this  world,  and 
that  to  fuhferve  your  vile  defign  of  going  on  to  delude 
the  people  more  than  ever. 

2t  Allure  yourfclf,  that  you  have  no  claim  to  the 
leaft  fliare  or  inheritance  in  the  privileges  and  bleffings 
of  the  difpenfotion  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  Chrift  and 
heavenly  glory :  For  how  fpeciou?  foever  yout  proftf- 
Cons  of  faith  may  be,  it  hereby  appears,  with  undeni¬ 
able  evidence,  that  your  heart  is  hypocritical  and  per- 
verfc  ;  and  that  Cod  has  all  along  Teen  it  to  be  fo,  what- 

foever 

NOTES. 

4  That  it  was  in  feme  vifib!c  manner*  at  pr^pta-fying,  at  in  rfof*  xia,  6* 
iciu  -it  to  its  eiKxts,  \t  pt-iiit  from  f  Fm.n  Uha  tin  of  (he  prrcnnn? 

it,  (zht,  li  J  and  it  Wd*  pm&tbty  of  ini '  1  Cl i-t t  w  of  ccHi/iiAjiuJ 


t  tr  airvlliispo#* 
T,ihat,on  whom* 
^vci  [lay  hands* 
.>  xi  iy  receive  the 
.  iJy  GboiL 

v  o  Rot  Peter 
kid  miio  hire. 
Thy  money  fvriih 
u  .:li  ;hc=,  litcdtilc 
(IiOm  !u(t  thought 
t;Hd£  the  ftift  of 
Cod  may  be  pur* 
dialed  ttkh  mo- 


TUmi  haf> 
fir':  her  ptrt  nor 
\ji  in  L-’.tt  rv.atttr ; 

for 
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for  dry  heart  istiot  focver  men  may  judge  concerning  you,  or  whatfoever 
JJtjnth.  fight  you  ^  tbink  0f  yourfelf. 

aaRepentthcie*  22  It  is  therefore  your  higheft  intereft,  as  well  as 
fare  of  this  thy  duty,,  to  take  conviQion  of,  and  to  be  deeply  afflicted 
pwyG^d*if pe£  an<*  humblfd  for  this  your  abominable  crime,  and  ear* 
£*r»  the  thought  neftiy  to  beg  of  God  to  give  you  a  juft  fenfe  of  it,  and 
«fthio<  heart  may  to  deliver  you  from  its  guilt  and  power,  if  it  be  not  the 
fce  forgiven  thee.  unpardonable  Cn,  and  there  be  any  poffibility,  after  all, 
that  the  evil  imagination  of  your  heart  may  be  graci- 
oufly  forgiven  you. 

tbJ&Kte  n  For  as  to  tout  prefent  condition  before  God  *,  I 
gatl  of  Mtoncit,  certainly  know  that  you  are  ui  a  dreadful  date  of  fin  attd 
and  w  the  bond  o/  condemnation,  which  is  as  diftalteful  to  God,  as  nau- 
laiqoity.  feous  in  its  own  nature,  and  as  bitter  in  its  fruits  and 

effedb,  (Deut.  xxix.  18. andxu.ii.32.) asepll and  worm* 
wood  can  be  to  the  palate  of  a  man  ;  yei,  that  you  are 
as  thoroughly  drenched  in  the  corruption  of  nature,  ard 
overcome  by  it,  as  a  man  is  by  the  mod  pernicious  in* 
toxicating  liquor  when  he  is  in  drink  ;  and  that  yea 
are  held  faft  by  the  cords  and  bands  of  wickednefs,  (I/a. 
Iviit.  6.)  bound  down  to  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  and 
bound  over  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  and  10 
cvcrlafting  deftruQion  by  his  holy  law,  in  as  deplorable 
eircumftances  as  the  greateft  Have  and  criminal  polli* 
bly  can  be. 

Then  in-  24  Then  Simon  was  fo  far  ftruck  at  this  dole  and 
awful  rebuke,  that  as  Pharaoh^  though  his  heart  con- 
the  Lori^fortne.  tinued  to  be  hardened,  deli  red  Mefes  and  Aaron,  to  pray 
that nooeof theft  that  the  fore  judgments  which  were  infli&ed,  as  the 
**'  ”  punifliment  of  his  Gn  might  be  removed,  (Exod.  viii. 

8.  andx.  17,);  fotbis  ftupid  magician,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  concerned  that  his  heart  might  be  right  in  the  fight 
of  God,  and  that  he  might  have  repentance  unto  life, 
and  find  gofpel ■  forgiven efs  of  his  fin,  was  fo  afraid  of 
God's  judgments,  that  he  find  to  Peter  and  'John,  Alas ! 
my  cafe  being  fo  bad  as  ye  bave  told  me,  I  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  nave  any  intereft  with  God  myfelf ;  and 
therefore  I  intreat  that  ye,  whom  your  Lord  has  ho¬ 
noured  with  vifible  tokens  of  his  favour,  would  be  fo 
good  as  to  beg  of  him  on  my  behalf,  that  none  of  the 
terrible  wrath  and  vengeance  may  be  executed  upon 
me,  which,  from  what  ye  have  faid,  1  bave  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  myfelf  expofed  to. 

25  And 

h  o  _  _ 

*  It  does  not  feem  nceeflary  to  fuppode 
that  the  apofHc  fpokc  this  by  ao^  extraordi¬ 
nary  diiccrnbg  of  (pints,  which  vat  fotne- 
limes  cftcrdftd  on  iperiai  occarionj*  as  a  mi- 
r^cubut  •rift  of  tlie  Holy  Ghoft;  fince  a 
Curamoa  judgment  of  discretion  cjijbt  be 


thiugt  tthich  ye 
bmfpokea  come 
tipm  tne. 


T  E. 

fufijejent  to  determine  h:S  thoughts  in  fa 
plain  a  cafe,  according  to  our  Lord**  own 
rule,  about  judging  of  pretender*  to  religion, 
5*  itdr  frrits  fiall  knw  thtm±  { 
vli*  Ida-*-**.) 
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IS  And  ihqr, 
B-hcQ  they  had  ld^ 
ined  and  pnoch* 
fii  tbcwordvf  the 
Loid ,  returned 
:o  jcruralcfuTand 
>Kuhcd  the  pf- 
;cl  io  many  v3la- 
:«of  ihcSamiri* 


16  And  the  an* 
?d  of  the  Lord 
f[ukc  mttoPhttip* 

Lyiog,  Arift^and 
90  toward  the 
roach  ,  uoto  the 
way  that  gotth 
do*n  from  Jem* 
fjtm  antfl  Gou, 
which  it  deface* 


25  And  after  thefe  things  pafled  between  the  two  a* 
potties  and  this  force rer,  when  they  had  fufEciendy  efta- 
Uiihed  the  teftimony  of  PhiEp*  by  preaching  the  fame 
gofpel  with  him*  and  miracoloujly  confirming  it  with  the 
gifts  of  the  Holy  GhoR,  as  they  themfolves  had  recei¬ 
ved  it  of  Chrift,and  fo  had  fettled  a  church  in  thole  para; 
they,  not  being  yet  to  difpcrfe  iuto  various  places,  re¬ 
turned  to  their  hrethreo,  the  other  ten  apofties,  at  J&* 
rufalem ;  and,  in  their  way,  took  all  opportunities  of 
publifhing  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
in  many  towns  and  villages  of  the  Samaritans* 

26  Philip  alfo  having  finifhed  his  prefent  work  of 
preaching  the  gofpel  at  the  chief  city  of  Samaria*  be- 
forementioned)  (vrr*  5*)  one  of  the  holy  angels,  who  are 
Chrifl’s  ferrants,  was  difpatched  wiin  an  immediate 
meflage  from  heaven  ;  and,  appearing  to  the  evange- 
lift,  faid,  Get  ready  oat  of  band,  and  depart  with  all 
fpeed  from  hence  into  the  folitary  road  which  lyes  to¬ 
wards  the  fuutb,  and  leads  from  Jcrufalem  to  the  city 
called  Gaza*  in  the  tribe  of  Judah ,  through  the  wilder- 
nds  of  Judea* 


tiAndhcuufe  27  And  though  one  would  have  thought  that  little 
aad  went.  And*  work  was  like  to  be  done  in  fuch  a  defart  place  ;  yet 
Ethiopia!  mi'su-  Philip  immediately  obeyed  the  divine  order ;  got  up,  and 
nuch  of  peat »-  went  to  the  aforefaid  place :  And  at  his  arrival  timber, 
thwitTandwCi^  behold  a  fignal  opportunity  offered  for  making  Chrift 
known  to  a  man  of  quality,  though  not  many  mighty, 
h-4  the  char ^  of  nor  noble  are  called,  ( 1  Car.  u  26*)  and  for  tranfmitting 
all  btr  creafure,  (he  gofpel,  even  as  far  as  Ethiopia  in  Africa ,  according 
to  the  antient  prophecy,  (P/ahn  lxvju,  3!*)  Ethiopia 
Jball foon  firetch  out  her  hands  unto  God .  There  was  a 


great  man  of  that  country,  a  chief  officer,  of  eminent 
(tation  and  dignity,  power  and  influence,  under  Can¬ 
dace  *,  the  then  queen  of  Ethiopia*  he  was  her  high- 
treafurer,  and  being  a  profelyte  of  righteoufnefs  f  to  the 

N  o  T  H  S.  JrwiJb 

*  Caxdate  was  a  common  mm*  for  tbfi  by  the  pro&lytcs  of  the  gawi  and  prind- 
rjuccrw  of  fifiwpwT,  as  Pharaoh  wu  Car  tbc  pally,  btcaufe  Commas  and  his  family,  who 
kings  of  EjUPt*  and  iUfir  for  the  emperor*  feem  to  have  been  profdytre  of  the  j$we, 
nr  Horn ;  and  the  Met  officer*  wen  called  were,  long  after  this,  the  firjl  convert*  from 
eunuchs*  though  not  always  literally  fo,  be*  among  the  Gcatlies*  {chap,  xv,  and  fee 
caufe  foch  ufc d  bo  be  chief  mioHfcn  in  the  the  note  on  chap*  x.  t.)  which  greatly  a- 
court*  of  the  eaUem  nations:  Hence  the  iirinecl  and  offended  the  believing  Jews* 
Seventy  call  Pvtiphr*  v  $***&>  an  The  frvfttyta  of  were  thole  clue 

ennoch  of  Pharaoh,  ferom  and  Epjihatt  rep  defbettded  from  tieettifr  parents,  but  were 
port,  (vixL  Ectitf  MJL  lib*  vh  cap.  t.)  that  dreumdfod,  and  fuborfttcdto  the  whole  law 
this  eunuch  became  a  preacher  of  Chrift  in  of  Mcfit*  and  fo  were  looked  upon  as  Tetrt, 
Ethiopia^  (here  being  one  hw  to  both,  ( FxhJ.  xiL  4^, 

t  It  appeal*  tliat  the  eunuch  was  a  prof*  49.)  Bur  the  prtfdytes  tf  tie  gate*  which 
J^tcof  tighuuufnefs,  beeattfe  he  hod  been  at  called  ftrangcr*  within  the  £ifcc  nf 

r}''THjtURi%  to  woj-Jhip  at  one  of  the  Jewifk  Strati*  (Ertd.  xk,  10.)  wot  uncIrftimcifH 
iulctnn  fdlivak,  and  was  reading  in  the  wlw,  nevertheless  were  diftingitilh* 

prophets,  which  were  not  fo  much  regarded  cd  from  the  idoiuroiu  Gcnidtst  by  thdr 

woihi  ippiug 
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ip  Then  the 
Spirit  feia  onto 
Fliiupt  Oo  near, 
ftntLjuiathy&lf  to 
this  chariot. 


C0TOC  t0  religion,  had  been  at  Jervfalem  to  pay  his  fotemn 

wLfoiiT11  for  to  homage  to  God  there*  according  to  the  appointment  of 
the  lav, 

*  xS  ^mur?"  28  As  this  nobleman  was  going  back  for  Ethiopia 
and  r£ad»ng  in  hi*  chariot,  he,  like  a  man  of  a  religious 
Eftki  the  pro-  and  inquifitive  temper,  (pent  his  time,  fuuablc  to  ths 
facred  work  he  had  been  about*  in  reading  fame  part  of 
the  prophecy  of  ifaiab* 

29  And  as  God*  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  bis  provi¬ 
dence*  diredts  his  miniltring  fervants  where,  and  to 
whom*  they  (hall  preach  the  gofpd  ;  fo,  in  this  more 
peculiar  cafe,  he*  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  by  an 
immediate  fuggeftion  of  his  Spirit*  fatd  to  Philip,  Draw 
near  to  that  chariot  which  you  fee  palling  along  the 
road,  and  join  company  with  the  perfon  who  is  there 
on  his  journey, 

30  Phtltp  accordingly  made  up  with  all  fpcedto  him, 
Mm,  and  heard  found  him  reading  in  the  prophecy  of  Ifaiab *  with 
him  rad  the  pro-  a  great  deal  of  earndtnefs*  and  fo  loud*  that  his  atten- 
phet  EftUf,  and  dants*  or  any  that  approached  the  chariot*  might  hear 

him  :  Hereupon  he*  in  a  refpe&ful  manner,  put  afea- 
/enable  and  important  queftion  to  him,  faying,  Do  you, 
Sir,  underftand  the  meaning  of  that  famous  palfage  which 
you  are  pronouncing  with  your  lips  ? 

31  The  eunuch  replied*  Alas  !  1  am  but  a  novice  in 
_  religion*  extremely  ignorant  of  the  great  things  of  God* 

w^  and  h*  and'  mfuflicicnt  to  know  them  of  myfulf ;  How  therefore 
can  I  take  in  the  true  meaning  of  the  prophet  in  this 
place*  which  appears  very  ohfeure  to  me,  urilefs  I  had 
fome  good  interpreter  to  open  it?  And  apprehending 
that  this  ftranger,  who  thus  accofted  him,  might  be 
fuch  an  one*  he  court  ecu  fly  in  treated  Philip  to  come 
into  his  chariot,  and  explain  the  prophet's  words  to  him* 

32  Now  the  paragraph  of  holy  feripture  which  he 
was  then  reading*  was  that  in  Ifaiab  liii.  7,  8.  accord- 

^  ing  to  the  verfion  of  the  Septuagint  then  in  ufe,  He 

Su^ht^ndlitc  ^as  ie*  as  a$c?P  to  the  /laughter ,  when  it  is  to  be  of- 
a  Lum  dumb  fered  in  facrifice,  difeovering  a  meek*  inoffenlWe,  and 
fore  Id*  (hearer,  refignetl  temper,  and  going  juft  as  his  enemies  pleafed* 
without  oppofition  or  reluctance*  while  they  were  lead¬ 
ing  him  to  hts  death  \  and,  as  a  lamb  before  the  fbearcr 
of  its  fleece  is  {fill  and  filent ,fo  he  opened  not  his  mouthy 
in  a  way  of  murmuring  or  recrimination  \  but  was  pa¬ 
tient 


30  And  Philip 
na  timber  to 


faid,  Undcrllan tl- 
cft  thou  what  thou 
itadeft  J 


31  Atitlhcfaidf 
How  can  ^except 
ibmc  man.  fbotild 


d  Hi  red  Philip  that 
he  would  enme 
up,  and  Cl  with 
him. 


31  The  place 
of  the  fcripiuie 
which  hiTrcad  was 
tbht  He  was  led 


to  opened  h«  not 
his  mouth 


NO 

worfhipping  the  tnw  God  of  lfrnclt  and 
fob  mining  to  what  were  called  the  ftvtn 
jirctrptt  of  Nnebr  which,  we  arc  told,  were 
theft;  They  (t)  Foi  We  idolatry,  (*)  Com¬ 
manded  reverence  cf  God's  nziiic,  (3)  Fuc- 


T  E. 

bade  m order j  (a)  Adultery  and  inoeft, 
(y)  Theft,  (6)  Commanded  the  exerrift  o* 
joftice,  and  (7)  Forbade  earing  thfries  flranfr* 
led,  and  blood.  Yid.  Junta 
&  dti  Catty  dc  i'Ef&ft*  pare  L  chap.  rL 
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Tjldhishumi* 
ll-ition  his  Judg¬ 
ment  was  tatuu- 
m-v  \  and  vho 
ih:A\  tlctLrc  hii 
r  lor 

i  :-i  life  is  nkcn 
J/jbi  the  cariJu 


3*  And  the 
eunuch  inl'wf<4 
f'ultip,  and  laid* 
)  p«y  thee,  of 
“Inm  ipcaketh 
the  prjfifict  ihii  ? 

oi  Unieif,  or  of 
ionn;  o;hcr  m4H : 

SjTlwn  Philip 
opciicilht*  mouth, 
m  l  be^an  at  it.c 
tlieunuHitiiHurCj 
i'ld  pro  bed  mi* 
to  him  Jcfuj* 


tient  under  all  bis  fufferings,  and  readily  complied  with 
his  Father's  will  in  fubmittiog  to  them. 

33  In  bit  humiliation,  his  judgment  was  taken  away, 
which  *  figoifies,  that  he  appeared  fo  mean  a  perfon  in 
his  low  eftate  of  fclf-abufement,  that  hti  enemies  un¬ 
righteously  judged  him  fit  to  be  facrificed  to  their  rage; 
fo  that  he  was  hurried,  under  cuftody,  from  place  to 
place,  from  one  judgment-feat  to  another,  and  then  to 
execution ;  in  all  which  his  right  was  taken  away,  and 
no  juftice  was  Ihewn  him;  bur,  at  length,  he  was  ju¬ 
dicially  acquitted  and  difeharged  by  God  his  Father, 
from  his  confinement  in  the  grave,  and  from  the  un¬ 
juft  judgment  that  men  bad  palled  upon  him ;  yet,  and 
from  the  penal  fentcnce  of  the  law  of  God,  which  was 
executed  upon  him,  as  the  fubftitute  of  his  people ;  and 
fo  he  was  legally  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgment, 
in  token  of  God's  own  approbation  of  him,  and  of  his 
being  fully  fausfird  by  his  death  as  a  f^cnfice  for  fin  : 
And  who  Jbali  declare  his  generation.,  fa  as  io  give  ac¬ 
count  ot  bis  rife  and  original,  or  oi  his  life  in  heaven, 
or  of  his  numerous  feed  on  earth  !  And  who  can  sx- 
profs  the  wickcdncfs  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  and 
fullered  l  For  his  life  is  taken  away  from  xhe  earth ,  as 
if  he  had  been  as  unable  to  prefers  it,  and  ns  criminal 
as  the  worft  of  other  men  ^  and,  like  them,  were  to 
have  no  further  intereftor  concern  in  this  world,  or  in 
any  affairs  below. 

34  Hereupon  this  great  mintfter  of  (late  fiid  to  Phi- 
Pip,  1  beg  you  would  latisfy  me  in  a  main  point,  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  paffage  before  us,  which  town  myfelf  to  be 
at  a  lofs  to  determine.  Of  whom  arc  we  to  understand 
that  Ifaiab  here  fpeaks  ?  Is  it  concerning  htmfelf,  or  with 
relation  to  fume  other  eminent  prophet  in  his,  or  our,  or 
fome  future  age  ? 

35  Then  Philip ,  glad  to  lay  hold  on  fuch  a  favourable 
opportunity,  opened  bis  mouth  ami  heart  freely  to  him; 
and,  taking  this  very  psflage  of  fcripturc  for  his  text, 
began  from  thence  to  (View  him,  that  this  and  many  o- 
ther  prophecies  were  clearly  and  fully  accomplished  in 
Jefus,  which  proved  him  to  be  the  true  M^fiiah,  who  had 
been  unjiiftly  arraigned,  condemned,  and  crucified,  and 
behaved  all  along  with  the  moll  exemplary  innocence, 
patience,  and  re  Agnation  m  God  his  Father's  will,  who 
had  appointed  him  u>  be  a  facrificc  of  atonement ;  and 

who 


N  D  T  Ji. 

*  AieoiuiticntM  are  mudi  divided  in  fiilnu  -*lth  context;  thnuoh  it  U  not  to 
i!.e:r  imtimrnti  about  the  meaning  of  tSiis  be  iuppftiH  fl tberunocii  undc;»  fitful  it  in 
v.rfr,  f  h^T(?inriiSi*ourtal  to  take  in  cishsrrcf  uitm,  wliilclre  was rcMi^  il* 

ji-iul,  ihiU  to  be  probably  and  con- 
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who  publicly  approved ,  acquitted,  and  owned  him,  is 
one  that  had  complexity  xnfwered  all  his  demands,  by 
railing  him  again  from  the  dead,  and  exalting  him  to  a 
throne  of  glory  in  the  higheft  heavens ;  where  be  lives 
and  reigns  with  all  authority,  in  the  exercife  of  which 
he  has  fat  up  a  kingdom  of  grace,  into  which  believers 
are  to  be  vifibly  entered  by  being  baptized  in  bis  name} 
and  is  forming,  and  gathering  in,  fubjefls  to  hicn (elf, 
by  means  of  bis  gofpel,  under  the  efficacious  influence 
of  his  Spirit  upon  earth. 

36  And,  is  they  3<S  And  while  they  were  riding  along,  and  Philip 

mtttmfair  way,  ^  explaining  and  enlarging  upon  this  delightful  theme, 
ewtoteww-Md  Aey  came  to  a  place  where  there  was  feme  water  * : 
the  eunuch  faid.  And  the  eunuch’s  heart  being  opeued  }  hy  means  of 
"**7*  this  difeourfe,  to  receive  Chnft,  he  fcid.  Look,  here 
mcwbet»pd«dt  >*  wMer»  wh7  ™*y  1  be  not  baptized,  without  de* 
lay,  as  I'am  delirous  to  be,  to  teftify  my  acceptance  of 
Corift,  and  fobje&ioa  to  him  ?  What  objection  can 
there  be  again#  it? 

51  And FhEHp  3 7  Philip  anfwcred,  If  yon  fmcerely  believe,  with 

f wilh*  an  ^  con^ent  attl*  approbation  of  foul,  and  with  a  der«- 
thim  bait,  thon  mined  adherence  to,  and  cruft  in  the  Lord  Jefos,  for 
riaycft.  And  he  all  falvation,  there  can  be  no  juft  objection  againft  your 
anrwctedaDdlaid,  being  partaker  of  this  gofpeLfign  and  Teal  6f  the  rigt- 
fiuChdn u  the  teoufnefs  of  faith.  To  which  the  eonoch  replied,  lay- 
Soa  of  Cod,  ing,  I  do  in  my  very  heart  believe,  that  Jefus  is  fbe 
Chrift,  tbe  promt  fed  Meffiab,  whom  God  has  anointed 
to  his  faving  office,  and  that  he  is  a  divine  gerfon  $  as 
fuch  I  cordially  receive  him,  and  place  all  my  depen¬ 
dence  upon  bim,  and  am  determined,  by  bis  grace,  to 
own  and  abide  by  him. 

■tuddtheciur!'  3®  And  having  made  this  noble  confeffion  of  his 
a,  10  (bod  (till:  faith  to  the  entire  fatisfadion  of  Philip,  he  ordered  tbe 
and  they  went  chariot  to  Hop i  And  thereupon,  both  of  them,  thee* 
ibe*witw  !*  both  2nd  the  treafurcr,  went  down  from  thence  f 

Philip  to 

NOTES. 

*  Ti  a  certain  water  ^  feems  to  be  of  ait  every  one  mod  allow  whovnderftandithe 
£miwJfr*ugniftc*tidn,  and  to  intimate,  (bat  Greek  language;  and  thm  they  are  ofci 
it  wu  not  water  of  any  depth  :  And  ufed  in  the  ftik  of  tbe  New  Tenement,  and 

Saadjst  and  other  rraveUas,  fpcak  of  ii,  w  particularly  of  Lw,  it  for  example;  i** 
a  certain  ffirtag  or  fountain,  that  riles  at  the  rifics  a oto  m  M ettb*  xt,  14*  Luke  it.  j. 
foot  of  a  mopotaiu  in  the  tribe  of  Judah  or  and  yi,  u,  and  ix»  r8>  Ads  xiv.  il  ^nd 
Benjamin,  whofe  waters  are  fucked  m  by  the  Ode/*  i.  so.  And  n  fignifka  frem,  IWr 
lame  ground  that  produces  them;  and  they  jul  4*  Jehu  iu.  t*.  ABj  urr*  A.  and  It* 
report  ttut  this  V4  tbe  place  when  the  eu-  si *19*  and  avii.  a,  31,  md  Jtxvii,  $4,  (See 
ouch  wu  baptised  by  Fbi&p*  Vid*  Hitro*.  de  the  note  on  iiL  d.)  But  inppoJifcg 

Xjtu  Hdr*  pag,  41,  tad  Sandjft  travels^  lib*  we  here  underitand  them  to  figofty  into  and 
ii«  pag.  14s*  wi  0/,  Mr  Henry  fays,  PKEp  and  the  cu- 

t  The  prcpoGtloas  fir  ami  here,  and  nuch  did  not'  (trip  off  their  clothtt,  and  gc 
Sn  the  next  raft,  rendered  into  and  eat  of  naked  into  the  water;  but  going  barefoot, 
the  water,  frequently  Gjgmfy  unto  and  according  to  the  CuftonJ*  (bey  wont,  pci* 

hap?. 
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nulipudibetp*  to  cbe  water,  and  Philip  performed  tbe  office  of  bapeifm* 
according  10  Cbrift’s  inltiturion,  (Mattb.  xxviti.  19.) 
by  Wafting  him  with  watef,  in  the  wane  cf  tbe  Father » 
and  of  the  Son,  ami  of  the  £tofy  Gboji. 

And,  when  39  But  (*)  as.  foon  as  they  came  up  the  fifing  ground 
he>-  me  cone  from  the  vater)  the  Spifytf  tbe  Lord,,  by  whofe  fug* 
«,*ihs,SpWt"of  g6^*1  Philip  bad  joined"  hi  rafelf  to  the  chariot,,  (wer. 
he  Lord  caught  29.)  caught  him  a  Way  in  a  miraculous  manner}  which 
may  Philip,  that  was  equivalent  to  his  own  performing  a  miracle  in  cod- 
l"  ^  firmation  of  his  dodrine,  and,  at  the  lame  time,  fliew- 

h-  vent  on  bis  ed>  that  be  vteilher  ciprac d  nor  waited  for  any  reward, 
*V  rejouanj.  which,  probably,  this  rich  courtier,  would  have  offer¬ 
ed  him  j  fo  that  the  eunuch,  who  would  have  beett 
glad  of  more  of  his  company,  loll  light  of  him,  and 
never  met  with  him  again :  And  haring  been  thus  high¬ 
ly  favoured  of  God,  he  purfued  his  journey,  rejoicing 
greatly  In  his  own  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  intereft  in. 
him,  and  in  tbe  opportunity  he  had  of  carrying  the  glad 
tidings  of  a  Saviour  home  to  his  own  countrymen.  (See 
the  note  oa  ver- 17.) 

40  Vat  pfaiGp  40  And  (*<}  Philip  was  carried  as  far  as  Azotus,  or 

found*  a-  Ajbdod ,  ( 1  Sam.  \u  1 7.)  about  thirty  miles  diftanc 
ihre*  be'prc»rh(J  from  the  place  where  he  was  taken  up  ;  and  going  from 
in  all  the  otic,  thence,  he  preached  Chrilt  to  the  inhabitants  of  many 
unfawoKtoCc  towns  and  cities  through  which  he  pafied,  till  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Cafared,  the  metropolis  of  Paleftiney  where  h* 
afterwards  bad  his  ufual  abode.  (Chap.  xxi>  8.) 

RECQ  LL  ACTIONS. 

What  (flatter1  of  kfnentation  is  it,  that  faithful  and  eminent  femnts  of  Cfirilt 
flionld  be  cruelly  put  to  death!  But,  O  the  adorable  wifdom  of  God,  who  makes 
the  Wood  of  martyrs  the  feed  of  the  church,  and  over- rules  the  opprclhons  and 
tcatteringa  of  his  iervants  for  the  wider  fpread  of  the  gofpcl !  And  when  be  feta 
in,  by  his  Spirit,  with  the  preaching  of  Chrift,  how  Cordially  is  the  crucified  and 
exalted  Saviour  embraced;  and  how  readily  owned  in  a  foie  mu  profeflion  of  bis 
name,  and  willing  devoteducf*  of  ourfelves  to  him,  without  delay,  according  to 
Jbis  inftitiition  by  baptifm,  in  cafe  we,  like  the  Samaritans  and  the  eunuch,  have 
not  been  brought  under  the  gofptl -admiaiftration  of  the  covenant  before  5  But, 
itas!  how  melancholy  is  the  thought,  that  the  Hearts  of  any  fluruld  not  ire  right 
with  God;  and  that  is  through  avarice  and  ambition,  they  fhould  be  in  the  gall 
of  Uttemefe  and  bond  of  iphjulty,  while  they  aflent  to  the  do&rine  of  Chrift, 
make  a  credible  profcflhm  of  him,  arc  baptised  in  his  name,  wonder  at  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  his  power  on  others,  and  abide  for  fome  time  with  his  people  and  fer* 
rants  *  But  as  the  works  of  God  every  way  exceed,  and  confound  the  forcerint 
of  tbe  devil.;  fo  true  believers  fhall  be  confirmed  in  their  faith  ami  bepe,  while 
vengeance  fights  on  the  beads -of  apoftates,  that  art  not  brought  to  true  repent¬ 
ance; 

Hots, 

haps,  Up  to  the  slides.  Or  Aid-leg,  into  the  hi,  cfc,  Ifa.  til.  j  ).  Si?  fin  It  fa  firirUt  -?f- 
watcr,  sad  Pli&f  fprinklcd  water  upon  him,  ay  tutitnt,  Aw»r  and  great  men  pat  tkdr 
according  to  the  prophesy,  which  thi*  tf>-  mtatbt  at  Aim,  kill  luhoiit  10  him;  far  that 
nidi  had  piofeaMy  juft  now  rad;  for  it  wife t  bad  mt  fafirt  bteu  itU  tfam  fiat!  tfar 
*1'  but  a  few  verfes  hefner  thole  tbit  Philip  fit  j  and  that  vHtb  tfaj  had  not  heard t  fialt 
foo-id  him  upon,  ud  was  vary  aepoliu  to  ifar  tut/iJtr. 

yvt.ilL  t® 
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ancc :  A.nd,  O,  with  what  earncftnefs  Ihould  all  thole,  that  are  falling  into  fact) 
deplorable  circumftanoea,  U-p  of  God  to  convince  tliem  of,  and  recover  them 
from,  the  wickvdniTs  of  their  hearts  and  ways ;  and  bow  Ihould  they*  with  Ca¬ 
terer  defirts  than  Si  wort  -MagiiJt  befpeak  the  prayers  of  his  fervants,  to  prevent 
its  difmal  conlequcnce.  before  tbev  are  paft  hope  of  finding  mercy  1  Though 
fome  flourilhing  profefiors  may  prove  the  grofleft  hypocrites?  this  Ihould  not 
difeouragv  the  miiiiftcrs  of  ChriftvJbey  Ihould  ftlU  go  on_ to  preach  the  gofpel, 
as  they  have  op|>ort  uni  ties;  and  when  they  follow  the  intimations  of  his  word. 
Spirit,  and  providence,  in  their  work,  they  may  comfortably  hope  for  happy  fac¬ 
er  fs:  He,  by  their  means,  will  find  out  his  elett,  and  make  his  word  plain  to 
them  who  did  not  undcrltand  it  before;  fo  that  they  (hall  be  brought  to  believe 
in  the  Lord  Jefus  with  all  their  hearts,  as  ttae  only  Saviour  and  the  Son  of  God, 
and  to  yield  thcmfdves  up  to  a  profefled  (objection  to  his  authority  ;  and  (hall  go 
on  their  way  rejoicing  in  his  love,  and  in  all  opportunities  of  publifhing  his  praife. 
How  good  if  it  to  be  diligent  in  reading  the  (cripture,  and  attending  to  gofpei- 
miniltratiuns ;  and  how  iurcly  Hull  they  know  tbeXord,  that  follow  on  to  know 
him  ! 


CHAP.  IX. 

Saul  going  to  perfecute  Chrift'i  difeiples  at  Damafcus,  is  converted  by 
the  -way,  i , — 9.  Is  baptized  by  Ananias,.  10, — 19.  Immediately 
preaches  Chrift ,  20,-22.  The  Jews  and  Greeks  art  fo  provoked  at 
ibis,  us  to  feek  bis  life:  but  be  efeapet  them  both,  23,-30.  Peter 
cures  Aineas  of  the  palfyat  Lydda,  31, — 35.  Jnd  raifes  Tabu  ha 
from  the  dead  at  Joppa,  36,-43. 

Test.  %  PARAPHRASE. 

out  A  ®  ^  Saul,  who  has  been  taken  notice  of  more  than 
thr::<ndogwMi  once  before,  as  an  approver  and  promoter  of  Ste- 
fluiijhrrr  cgaintl  phens  death,  and  as  a  violent  perfecutor  of  others,  {ehap. 

the  Lw|!,I*ww*  Vl*'  5®*  ^ee  l^e  note  ,*,cw»  an<*  cl&P’  viii.  J,  3.)  all 
unto  tins’  high  the  defire  of  his  foul,  and.  all  his  language  and  behavi- 
ptwfl.  our  ftHl  continued  to  vent  the  malignant  enmity  of  his 

heart,  like  hot  and  poifonous  breath,  which  was  natu- 
•  ral  to  him,  ngainft  the  difciplcs  of  Chrift,  in  bitt<r  me¬ 
naces  to  terrify  them,  and  in  all  manner  of  feverities 
"  "  to  deflroy  them,  verily  thinking  himfdf  in  the  right, 

and  that  he  was  therein  doing  God  good  fenrice,  {chap. 
xxvi.  9.  and  John  xyi.  2.)  though,  foon  after,  fovereign 
grace  made  an  effectual  change  on  this  chief  of  Gnners, 
as  we  fiiall  prefently  fee,  ( ver.  3,  <&c.)  that  none  might 
defpair  of  finding  mercy,  through  faith  in  the  all-fulE- 
dent  Saviour.,  (t  Tint.  i.  15,  16.) 

.*.An|l  a  As  fome  of  the  pei  ft  cured  brethren,  (ebap.  viii.  t.J 

had  cameo  the  gofpe]  as  far  as  Damafcus ,  a  famous  ci¬ 
ty,  and  formerly  the  metropolis  of  Syria,  (Jfa.  vji.  8.) 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Jerufakm ,  and 
bad  planted  it  without  diftnrhance  there,  and  as  the 
JeviiJh  fynagogqn^  beyond,  as  well  as  within  the  con¬ 
fines  of  Pa/pWiw,  owned  the  authority  of  the  fenhedrim ; 


CL  it. 

Domatof  to  the 
fytv&px**  that 
if  lie  wood  afij 
of  this  way,  whe¬ 
ther  they  were 
men  or  womeq, 
he  might  bring 
them  Ixaund  unto 
JttufaUm*, 


3  And  *s  lie  jour¬ 
neyed  became  near 
Diroidau :  end 
ruddenlythereOiH 
rxd  round  about 
him  a  tight  from 
litarvu* 


4  And  he  fell 
10  the  earth,  *nd 
heard  a  -fokefity* 
tng  onto  him, 
Saul,  Saul,  why 
perfcuteft  them 
mtl 


5  And  be  £ud. 
Who  art  thou f 
Lord  ?  And  the 
Lord  faid,  I  am 
Jcfiu  whom  thou 
pet- 
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fo  this  young  zealot  applied  to  the  higb-prieft,  as  head 
of  that- great  council ;  and  obtained  warrants,  under 
their  leal,  to  the  fynagogues  of  that  ancient  city,  (chap? 
xxii.  5.)  to  require  of  their  rulers,  that,  in  cafe  he 
(bould  Sod  any  profeflbrs  of  that  way,  which  was  emi¬ 
nently  the  way  of  God  for  acceptable  worfkip  and  -all 
falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  but  which  they  called  heiefy, 
(chap.  xxiv.  14.)  they  (hould  deliver  them  up  to  him, 
without  diftinftion  of  fexes,  ranks,  or  ages,  in  order 
to  his  bringing  them  bound,  like  capital  criminals,  un¬ 
der  fife  curtody,  to  he  tried  and  puniihed  by  their  fu- 
preme  ecdefisAical  court  at  Jerujalem,  as  enemies  to 
their  religion.  (See  the  notes  on  John  xviii,  31.  and  APIs 
vi.  12.) 

3  And  purfuing  his  journey  with  eager nefs  an<l  refo- 
lution  to  execute  hb  cruel  com  million  with  the  utmoft 
rigour,  he  drew  near  to  Damafcus and  there,  unex¬ 
pectedly,  and  all  on  a  fudden,  about  mid-day,  (chap. 
xxii.  <$•}  a  miraculous  light,  an  emblem  of  fpiritual 
knowledge  and  purity,  and  of  the  divine  prefence- and 
favour,  darted  down  from  heaven  in  ftrong  rays  of  glo¬ 
ry,  and  Atone  all  around  him  with  a  dazzling  luftre, 
far  exceeding  the  brightnefs  of  the  meridian  fun.  (Chap. 
xxvi.  13.} 

4  Upon  which  he,  ftruck  with  awe  and  furprize,  im¬ 
mediately  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground;  and,  together 
with  this  appearance  of.  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  he  di- 
ftin&ly  heard  an  articulate  voice,  directed  to  him  by 
name,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  (chap.  xxvi.  14.)  faying, 
with  great  earoeftnefs  and  compaflion,  as  to  one  on  the 
brink  of  deftruQion,  and  infentible  of  hie  danger,  Sati(t 
Saul,  What  art  thou  a-doing?  Why  are  you  fo  foolifli 
and  bardned,  daring,  and  mad,  fo  defperate  an  enemy 
to  God  and  yonr  own  foul,,  and  fo  ungrateful,  cruel, 
and  unjuft,  as  to  reproach,  blafpheme,  and  difhonour 
me,  the  klndeft  and  heft  of  friends  to  mankind,  and  to 
attempt  the  oppreflion  and  dettru&ion  of  my  people 
and  caufe  ?  What  good  reafon  can  you  polBbly  give  for 
this  ?  And  why  do  you  ftillperfift  in  it,  as  tho’  you  had 
npt  done  mifehief  enough  already? 

5  Saul  being  convinced  that  this  was  the  glory  and 
the  voice  of  one'  from  heaven,  anfwered  with  fliame 
and  reverence,  and  a  defire  of  information,  Lord, 
Who  art  thou,  that  I  have  been  thus  wickedly  and  in- 
juriouily  ailing  againft?  And  the  Lord  Chrift  replied, 
I  am  that  Jefus,  the  only  Saviour,  whofe  name  you  fo 
much  abhor,  and  ufually  mention,  by  way  of  contempt, 
as  Jcfiu  of  Nazareth,  (chap.  xxii.  8.)  and  to  whom 

<r  3  you 
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pcrJivtittft.  it  is  you  are  offering  the  greateft  cruelty,  indignity,  and  in- 

kfck  juftlcc  >n  my  members,  who  are  fo  intimately  one  with 

prick*/  me,  that  I  tenderly  fympathize  with  them,  and  look 

upon  your  ill  ttfage  of  them  for  my  Cake,  as,  in  effect, 
an  abufe  done  per  Tonally  to  myfelf:  It  is  fad  drudgery 
that  you  are  engaged  in  j  it  is  as  fbolilh  Slid  fruirlefs, 
wounding  and  deftrudlive  to  yourfetf,  tfiniio  oppofe 
me,  and  my  intereft  in,  and  among  my  people,  as  it 
would  be  to  kick  with  your  naked  heel  agairift  briars 
and  thorns,  fpun>  and  f pears.  (K"t>.v.) 
s  Amlhe.treni-  6  And  thefe  words  came,  not  only  witb  eiternal 
UiFgaadafton-ft-  appearances  ol  divine  majefty,  (which  had^hit  been  all, 
what  will  "thou  might  have  had  no  better  effe£fc  upon  him;  than  upon 
have  me  to  J-t  ?  the  red  of  his  companions j  or  than  the  light  and  voice 
AndtheLord/^  f(0m  h^Ten  hjd  upon  t),e  7fwj  at  Cbrifl'a  baptifm  ; 
mi  ?r,  :n!o  the  Matlh,  in.  16,  1 7.  or  than  the  foldiers  being  Brack  to 
city,  act!  it  ftiall  the  ground  had  upon  them,  when  they  came  toappre- 
thou'1*1  hencl  him,  John  xviii.  6 . ;  or  than  Slpnai  the  forester's 

being  (mitten  with  blindnefs  had  upon  him,  dels,  xiii* 
10,  it.):  But  they  came  likewife  with  fuch  a  powerful 
operation  of  the  Spirit  upon  his  heart,  that  be  trembled 
under  a  fenfe  of  his  (hacking  guilt  and  danger,  and 
was  aftonifhed  to  think  how  vile  he  bad  been,  and 
what  might  be  the  confequence  of  his  fin,  and  of  fuch 
an  awful  appearance  and  voice  to  him  ;  and  cried  onr, 
with  great  folicitude  and  concern,  between  hope  and 
fear,  l^ord,  I  am  ready  to  refign  to  thy  authority  and 
comm  ami  j  I  have  done  wickedly,  and  would  do  fo  no 
inoie  j  O,  what  wouldft  thou  now  have  me  to  do?  Let 
me  be  led  into  a  right  way  for  knowing  and  performing 
thy  will}  that  I  may  ceiitiy  my  repentance,  may  do 
honour  to  thy  name,  and  may  find  m  rcy  to  the  for- 
givenefs  of  tpy  fins,  and  to  my  final  falvation.  Then 
the  Lord  jefus  faid  to  him.  Get  up,  and  go  forthwith 
into  Damafcus ,  and  there,  inftead  of  acting  under  your 
umighteous  commilTion  from  the  great  council  at  Jcru~ 
falem ,  you  (hall  have  further  inftru&ions  about  my  will, 
concerning  the  duty  that  lyes  before  you,  with  regard 
to  your  own  foul,  and  your  being  employed  in  my  fer- 
vice.  {Chap.  xxvi.  16.  ire.) 

TAniitJitmen  7  And  the  company  that  travelled  wi  h  bim,  to  aid 
which  jonrnryed  and  ailift  in  his  Intended  inquilition  and  feverities,  were 
fncccMc™  hear-  confounded,  and  (truck  with  fuch  reverence  and  horror, 
iag  that  they  made  a  full  flop,  like  men  aghafl,  that  could 
not  tell  how  to  fpeak  *,  and  had  no  heart  to  pray,  but 

fell 

NOTE. 

*  They  flood  fttablrfi,  relate*  tj  rh  ir  be-  vine  preface,  as  not  to  be  able  to  move  for- 
ing  fo  (truck  tit  this  vifiblc  token  of  clic  di*  ward*,  wf  more  thin  to  fpeak*  and  fo  i: 
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««5  *  «*«»  b®  fell  down  with  the  utmoft  con  ft  creation  to  the  ground: 
feang  do  mui>  {chop,  xxvi.  14.)  For  they  faw  the  light,  and  heard  a 
found  of  words,  as  if  it  had  been  the  voice  of  thunder  *, 
but  did  not  underftand  its  meaning,  (chap,  xxii.  9.) 
neither  did  they  fee  the  appearance  of  any  perfon  a- 
mjdft  the  illuftrious  glory. 

s  And  Sm4*  ■  y  As  loon  as  Cbrift  had  given  the  word  of  command, 
urth  ^Tnd  ita!  **&/  UP  ^rom  t*ie  ground,  and  opening  his  ey**-lida 
hu  eyes  were  o-  to  loolt  about  him,  he  found  his  fight  was  fo  afle&ed 
jiened  hefiw  i».  with  the  dazzling  light  of  the  divine  glory,  which  had 
jtian:  bBtd>gfk^.  fl,0I1€  him,  (ver.  5.)  that  he  was  uncapable  of 
and  bronghf^Mr  diliwrning  any  of  his  fellow-travcliers  $  his  hodily  eyes 
into  DaauJciu{s  being  now  as  ftark  blind  as  the  eyes  of  his  unrterftand- 
ing  had  been  before,  amidlt  the  glorious  light  of  the 
gofpel  that  had  (hone  around  hint :  But  they  getting  up 
alfo,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  into  the  city 
of  Damafcus ,  he  going  thither  lilte  a  captive  to  Chrift, 
in  (lead  of  leading  his  difcipJes  captive  to  the  fanhedrim. 

9  And  be  wu  9  And  there  he  continued  blind  for  the  fpace  ot  truce 

thne  <Uy*  with-  days  together,  * nd  was  under  fuch  darknefs  and  ditirefs 
ihor^id  ^01J^  in  refleQion  upon  his  fin,  as  cook  off  all  rclilh 

eiriok.  for  food  and  drink  ;  and  fo  he  (pent  his  time  io  fading 

and  ptayer.  (ver.  11.) 

10  And  there  10  Then  at  tbe  end  of  three  days,  there  being  an 
*«  *  certain  dif-  eminent  difciple  of  Chrift  at  Damafcus^  Ananias  by 

A^t5:  natne»  'w*10  tad  been  a  devout  mant  according  to  the  /<iw» 
and  to  him  laid  mjrf  of  good  report  among  ail  the  Jews  that  dwelt  there , 
,f< Lonl  *°  *  *>■  ffee  the  note  on  chap.  xxii,  12.)  but  was  nr,w  •*  convert 
Aod he^faid'.'^fc-  to  t*,e  Chriftian  faith;  tbe  Lord  Jifus  appeared,  and 
hoM,  1  am  here,  called  to  him  in  a  heavenly  vifion,  faying,  Ananias  l 
J.urd.  And  he,  to  teftify  his  faith  and  obedience,  immediately 

anfwered,  behold.  Lord,  here  am  I,  as  thy  fervant, 
ready  to  receive  and  execute  any  orders  that  thou  (halt 
pleafe  to  give  me. 

11  And  1  h«  1 1  The  Lord  Jefus  replied.  Get  ready  with  the  ut- 

l^iid  fiii  unto  tnoft  difpatch,  and  go  into  the  ftrect  of  the  city  which 
Eotat^thc  itrea  is  called  Straight  \  and  at  the  houfe  of  a  certain  man 
which  ii  called  there,  who  is  well  known  by  the  name  of  Judasy  afkfor 

and  in-  OliC 

NOTES. 

nry  confident  with  ivlui  is  find  (zhaf.  asvi*  ictondk  tbticfflrt  the  v«ria  iwfnrt  m  witfi 
14*)  about  thar  fallmg  to  the  cmft;  or  after  tbap.  xxii,  9.  we  may  loppoft  either  dm 
they  jot  op  Ag&ihf  their  fotpaft  was  fo  Rah? *  winpanioDs,  only  heard  a  Joud  dm- 
jrm*  that  they  ftond  ILiti  for  a  while,  like  fnftrf  found,  like  the  w#d*e  of  thunder*  hut 
men  io  amaze,  not  a  dtilinti  atiimtatc  voice  of  winds,  a*  in 

f  Not  to  hat  a  voice,  often  Cgtiifies  not  y&ha  xii*  Or  chat  they  were 
toW^jfjrjvif  if ;  and  in  this  feufe,  the  verb  Jewj,  and  Cb  ftrangro  tn  the  Htbwar  hn* 
is  frequently  ufcd  by  the  S* vrir/f,  in-  gu^c,  *«  which  ilwlc  words  were  delivered, 
flanrn  of  wVirh  may  be  ften  in  Dr  xxvt-  (4.)  And  thrrtfnrc  though f I iey 

and  fo  u  is  ufVr]  aiiJ  Tendered,  1  Cw,  jetv.  1,  hear  them,  ihey  did  not  QihUiiUnl 

«ut:J  ArV  ThsM  Nftfcrjftiwdj  rr*tr  To  their  meaning 


tot 

quire  in  thchoufe 
of  Jndas  for  oat 
called  Saul  of  Tar- 
fus;  for,  behold, 
be  praycib. 


The  Acts  of  tie  Apostles  paraphrased. 


Ch.ii. 


.  ii  And  hatft 
Ato  io  a  vifion  a 
man  named  Ana- 
Jiia*  coining  in, 
and  putting  bis 
hand  on  him,  chat 
he  receive 

his  fight. 


t^Thcii  Anam- 
istDfvcnd  ,!.ord , 
I  have  heard  hy 
si  layoff  hi*  man, 
how  much  evil  he 
hath  done  to  thy 
£dms  at  Jcruft* 
It*  l 


14  And  Tier* 

he  hath  authority 
from  the  chief 
priefts  to  Mud  all 
that  all  ca  thy 


*$  Tint  the  Lord 
Aid  unto  him.  Go 
thy 


one  Saul,  a  native  of  Tarfus  in  Cilicia  ",  to  whom  I 
now  fend  you  :  For,  behold,' I  have  made  a  wonderful 
change  upon  him ;  he  now,  like  a  fincere  convert,  is 
brought  upon  bis  knees,  and  ia  pouring  out  his  foul 
in  prayer,  after  a  different  manner  than  he  ever  did 
before,  with  deep  abatement,  and  grief  of  heart  for  his 
fin,  and  wirh  earned  defire  to  know  my  mind  and  will 
'  conerping  him. 

ia  And,  for  his  encouragment,  he  has  had,  in  an* 
fwer  to  bis  prayer,  a  vifible  appearance,  as  extraordina¬ 
ry  as  this  which  I  now  prefent  to  you  ;  and  has  therein 
feen  you,  in  the  representation  of  a  man,  bearing  the 
name  of  Ananias,  coming  in  to  him,- and  laying  his 
haod  upon  him  asafignal  of  miraculouilyrelloring  him 
to  bis  fight,  which  for  thefe  three  days  part  he  has  been 
deprived  of. 

13  Then  (*')  Ananias  being  furprized  above  mea- 
fure  at  the  hearing  of  fuefa  an  unparalleled  and  un¬ 
likely  event,  and  apprehenfive  that  going  to  fucb  a  fu¬ 
rious  hardened  persecutor,  as  Saul,  might  be  unfa/e  for 
bimfelf,  and  of  no  manper  of  advantage  to  him,  was  fo 
far  daggered  in  his  faith  and  obedience,  that,  like  Mo* 
Jes ,  when  he  was  fent  to  Pharaoh,  {Exed.  vi.  12.)  he  ob¬ 
jected  again!!  it,  faying.  Lord,  I  have  been  credibly  in¬ 
formed  from  feveral  good  bands,  that  this  very  man  is  a 
mod  inveterate  enemy  to  thee,  and  thy  people  and  caufe; 
1  have  particularly  had  melancholy  accounts  of  the  great 
havock  he  hath  made  on  thy  holy  andprofelTed  difciples 
at  Jertifalem,  {chap,  viii.  3.)  who  have  folemnly  devoted 
themfclveg  to  thee. 

14  And  I  am  furthermore  certainly  allured,  that,  in 
the  heat  of  his  mad  zeal,  be  has  actually  obtained,  and 
is  now  come  hither  with  warrants  from  tnefanhedrim  +, 
in  which  the  chief  prielts  have  great  fway,  {ver.  1,  2.} 
to  impower  him  to  apprehend  and  bind,  and  bring  as 
criminals  before  tbem,  all  that  he  can.  meet  with  of  thy 
true  worihippers,  who  regard  thee  as  the  obje&  of  their 
faith,  and  accordingly  make  confcience  of  praying  to 
thee,  as  a  divine  perfon,  and  their  only  Saviour. 

15  But  the  Lord  Jefas  would  admit  ofnoexcufe; 
and  to  filence  his  objections,  and  aQiire  him  that  no 
harm  fhould  come,  but  all  fhould  be  fa fe  and  fucceed 

well, 

NOTES. 


*  It  is  very  ohftrvahlt,  that  Serf  wa$ 
tft  be  the  chief  upoille  of  the  GtnUkti  ftT 
thoynh  hath  his  p^ivmi  acre  Jru'j,  fciv  rt>a- 
itrlmn  er*  or  near  Djut-ifwi  in  and 

hisliirtti  at  Turf  us  in  Ctftoa^  were  on  CfUfi/t* 

i  Tbe  ebi/f  ire  eliou^t  to  hive 


been  the  beads  of  tbe  twenty-four  claflct 
the  priests*  that  cook,  ihrir  lurnt  in  the  mi* 
nrflxv*  according  as  tt'wu  afligned  to  them 
by  Jet,  ah  account  of  whidt  wc  have, 
1  Cbrfyt*  chap.  »iv.  Seethe  note  on 
*xti,  3,  and  Udvtrf.  E$f.  toL  1,  p,  £43 


Ch.  be-  TSc  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrafed.  t*3 


tby  way  :  fa*  he 
is  a  dioToi  tcHcI 
into  me,  to' bear 
my  nine  before 
Gentiles,  and 
kings  t  end  the 
children  oflfnd. 


rtf  For  I  will 
fHrw  him  how 
great  things  Ii£ 
nwft  fwira*  for 
t&y  num=i  I'iiks. 


17  And  Anani¬ 
as  wem  his  way* 
end  mrrred  into 
the  hmite  ;  and  i 
put!:  tig  his  hand* 
on  him,  frid  Bro¬ 
wser  SjuI  ,  the 
XjOfd  Jcfus 

chat  appeared  on¬ 
to 


well,  be  replied.  Go  on  the  errand  on  which  Irfend  you, 
without  delay  or  difputing,  fear  or  doubting  i  'For  how 
rile  and  injurious  foever  he  has  been,  he  is  one  whotn, 
in  my  wifdom  and  fovereign  grace,  I  have  chofen  for 
myfeifj  as  a  veffel  of  mercy  afore  prepared  to  glory, 
(Rom.  ix.  73.)  and  as  a  veflel  unto  honour,  fan&ified 
and  meet  for  the  matter's  ufe,  and  tilled  with  the  rich 
treafure  of  the  gofpel,  (a  77m.  ii-  ai.  and  a  Cor.  tv„ 7.) 
that,  he,  as  an  inftrament  in  my  hand,  may  promote 
my  caufe  and  intereft,  and  may  give  an  undoubted  tef- 
timooy  to,  and  make  a  noble  profelhon  of,  my  name  a- 
mongft  even  heathen  nations,  and  before  the  greateft 
men  upon  earth,  (fuch  as  Fcjlus  and  Felix,  King  Ag- 
rippa  and  Cafar  himfelf,  chap.  xxiv.  24,  25.  and  xxv, 
23,  6t.  and  -  xxvii.  34.}  and  among  my  people  Ifracl, 
to  whom  he  thall  be  firft  fent  to  preach  the  glad  tidings 
of  falvation,  (ver,  10,  and  chap.  xiii.  a 6,  46.)  and  that 
he  may  confirm  his  teftimany'  by  miracles,  and  by  va¬ 
rious  lufterings  for  my  fake,  till  he  flull  fcal  it  with  his 
blood. 

16  For,  that  he  may  know' the  worft,  as  well  as  the 
bell  of  the  cafe,  I  will  faithfully  and  plainly  acquaint 
him  with  the  fevere  perfections  and  hardships  which 
he  mull  expeQ,  even  to  the  greatcfl  (hat  he  cveriortift- 
ed  upon  others ;  and  which,  conGtfc.ing  the  corruptions 
of  mankind,  and  their  enmity  to  mej  be  will  unavoida¬ 
bly  meet  with,  ancfmud  be  contented  to  undergo,  in  a 
dutiful  and  chearful  fuhje&ion  to  my  authority,  for  my 
fervice,  antT  to^ny  glory. 

17  Then  {&)  Ananias,  being  fully  fatisfied,  went 
immediately  on  his  inert  age,  in  obedience  to  the  heaven¬ 
ly  vifion,  without  any  farther' demur,  and  entered  into 
the  houfe  of  Judas,  where  Saul  lodged,  (ver.  ti.)  j  and 
laying  his  hands  upon  him,  he  fpokc  to  him  as  to  one 
that  was  brought  into  the  houfliold.of  faith  and  fellow- 
fliip  of  the  gofpel,  and  was  was  niade  a  child  of  God, 
a  fellow-labourer  in  Cbritt,  and  a  fellow  heir  of  eternal 
glory,  faying.  Brother  Saul,  I  am  come  with  good  ti¬ 
dings  to  you ;  Our  great  Lord  and  Saviour,  even  Jefus, 
who  fo  gracioufly  and  wonderfully  appeared  *  to  you  in 

.  a  cloud 


N  °  T  E. 

•  Thnaph  it  is  fiid  time,  that  Jcfin  ;i|>-  ?pufl Whip  required,  that  lit  flimtld  hw 
pcmit  to  Kin  ill  the  wav;  it  ii  not  ocreflkry  fern  tile  ion! ;  fo  ho  fxprriclv  niKrms 
10  iindcrlhnd  it  of  Saatt  feeing Cti rift  then  he  had  wen  him,  (j  CV.i*.  1.'  and  *v.  S.) 
in  perfm ;  but  only  of  his  twin  g  tliat  glo.  tad  iheiefore  he  law  hh  pnlim  befote  he 
riou*  H;;h{  in  the  Sih\hia<ib,  which  «u  ihe  was  made  an  apod  it,  which  wai  protwhly  at 
fyinhol  of  hit  pv-fmee,  as  the  elders,  when  his  fccond  journey  to  'Jcrufate-n,  a-hilfl’  he 
they  fiiv  iiai'.'s  glory  at  mount  Htirei,  were  was  praying  in  the  tempie,  and- was  in  a 
fill  to  fte  I  lie  Oud  of  (houjjli  they  trance;. an  oecuoiil  of  which  is  jjvm, 

fjw  lu,  minnti  of  (iniilitudc  there.  (  Ex  id.  *ku,  ij,  18.  See  A/ r/'f  cjfr ,  ill. 

xitiv.  5,  10.  compart'd  with  l\nl.  iv.  iat  ,p.  4.  c  1.  nnd  p.  it,  in:. 
j  l.j  And  yet  as  f-'e./'s  q'.ijliiicslUms  for  the 


The  Act*  of  tie  Apostle*  paraphrafett.  Ch»  if. 


to  thee  in  the  way  a  cloud  of  glory,  as  you  was  on  the  road  "hither  to  per- 
Juihfrnt fecute  bis  faints,  has  ordered  me  to  come  to  you,  that 
thou  mighteft  it-  by  my  bands  you  might  be  tniraciiloufly  cured  of  your 
cci«  thT  fight,  prefent  blindnefs,  aiid  that  you  might  be  afterwards  * 
HfJv'GWt*  hill  more  miraculonfiy  filled  with  the  extraordinary  gifts, 
*  as  well  as  graces,  of  the  Holy  Ghoft;  to  qualify  you  for 
the  great  work  for  which  be  defigns  you, 

»s  Aodimme-  18  And  inftantly  upon  Anatuath  thus  fpeaking  and 
dbtdy  thete  fell  hying  his  hands  upon  him,  a  vifible  fubflancc,  like  the 
of  a  fi  fh,  dropped  off  from  bis  eyes  ;  and  he  was 
sHd  he  r«ewed  immediately  reflored  to  his  fight  all  at  once;  which  was 
fight  forthwith ,  a  lively  emblem  of  the  veil?a  being  taken  off  from  Jus 
SjrM.*  ^  heart,  (l  Cot.  ui.  1 3,  14.)  and  of  his  foul’s  being  Ailed 
•  "  with  tight  and  joy:  And  he  got  up,  as  jin&nuis  had  or- 

hiiM,  vwlt  ,  £  ^  SlitJ  -—a*  — J 

water,  to  Ggnify  his  cleanfing  from  lin,  and  to  teltify  his 
faith  in  Chrift,  and  his  fubje&ion  and  devotednefs  to 
-  him. 


TpJtodwhfflh* 
Titil  received  meat 
he  wa4  Jtrfngth* 
eidi  Then  vif 
Saul  peruin  days 
with  like  ditaples 
which  were  sf 
Demiieat, 


f»4q<4^jfSht- 

wajr 


19  And  when  he  had  eat  3  proper  quantiry  of  food, 
after  his  having  failed  three  days,  {ver.  9.)  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  deep  concern  of  his  mind,  and  his  ear- 
neftnefs  in  religious  exercifes,  had  weakened  his  bodily 
flrength,  he  was  exceedingly  refrelhed,  not  merely  by 
bis  corporal  recruits,  but  chiefly  by  the  joy  of  the  LOTS) 
which  wdj  hit  Jtre&gtk%  both  in  the  inward  and  outward 
man.  {Neh.  viit,  10.)  After  all  this,  &m/continaed  fomo 
time  at  Damafmt\  and  in  (lead  of  going  to  hunt  out  the 
Chfiftians,  that  he  might  carry  them  bound  to  Jetufa.- 
lem,  he  fought  their  acquaintance  afr-a  friend  and  brother, 
and  aifociated  with  them,  to  Comfort  them,  and  to  be 
comforted  by  them,  who,  having  had  plain  andfotisfy- 
ing  accounts  from  him,  and 'from  Ananias,,  of  the  won¬ 
derful  change  the  grace  of  God  had  made  upon  him, 
gladly  admitted  him  into  communion  with  them. 

?o  And  inftead  of  blafpheming  the  name  of  the  J^ord 
Jefus  as  formerly,  and  going  tp  folicit  the  rulers  of  the 
[ynagogues  to  exert  their  power  again  A  Chriftianity,  as 
he  had  intended,  till  Chrift  met  him  in  the  way;  he 
immediately  reforted  to  thofe  places  of  public  worlbip, 
pnd  there,  with  j^bundsAffe  of  courage  and  judgment, 

preached 

n  o  T  a. 


*  At  the  Holy  Qho!t,  !n  hit  mincatoui  file;  did,  (chap.  li.  i,— 4.)  and  poi  hy  the 
gifts.  w»t  communicated  immediately  by  hying  oq  of  the  hand,  of  Antimai,  who  was 
{Jiritt  himself  to  all  hi,  apofllct,  and  pee-  ay)r  ■  ^OTnmpn  ipinUiring  difripte,  and  bad 
haps  ncttrvw  conveyed  by  rhe  hand,  of  »Ay  nothing  of  iMs  iini  mentioned  in  his  of- 
man, except  rbofc  of-th«  ajxiftlei,  to  others;  den,  (w.  end  \yhe«  Patti  afterward* 
jt  fcfnu  ay  if  Seat,'  open  M*  eye*  being  give*  an  account  of  (his  (ran  faction,  (eb«p. 
opemj,  and  bis  bang  baptised,  received  xxii.  rj,  ,  3.)  hefpesk,  Oniy  of  receiving  hi, 
the  Holy  Gholl  In  His  extraordinary  gifts,  fight  from  .iMHiiS.  Set  iiid.  efoy  ii.  p  j{, 
ynd  that  in  a  ttfible  manner,  imaitSaiefy  •  ■  •■<?*. 
jn;c  $rij}  hinrftlf,  3,  the  t?il  of  tie  *pi»* 


Ch.  ix.  Tht  Acts  ef  the  AvosTLfes  farapbrafei.  ioy 

.£*  P™?*4*  preached  op  Jefiw  as  (he  true  Meffiah,  who  was  anoints 
gogwMhai  hefo  c<*  °f  the  Father,  to  all  the  offices  of  a  prophet, 
3*  Son  of  Ood.  prieft,  and  king,  declaring  him  to  be,  bv  way  of  eminence 
and  peculiarity,  the  Son  of  God,  the  fame  m  nature  and 
perfections  with  the  Father:  And  he  was  fo  hearty  and 
zealous  in  preaching  this  Saviour,  becavfe  he  is  the  Son 
of  God,  (•«  “*r«r«r<*  «*•*  «  «*■)  equal  to  hjs  great  office 
and  every  way  worthy  of  the  higbeft  regard. 

zi  And  (**)all  his  numerous  auditors  were  aftonifh- 
ed  at  his  do&rine,  and  faid  one  unto  another.  What  a 
furprizing,  unaccountable  alteration  is  here !  Is  not 
this  the  very  man  who  perfecuted  them,  even  to  the 
death,  that  made  aprofeflionof,and  invocked  the  name 
of  Jefus  in  their  religious  worfhip  at  Jemfalem  ;  and 
who  fee  out  from  thence  hither,  on  purpofe  to  feize  as 
many  of  them  as  he  could  meet  with  here,  and  fo  carry 
them  bound  in  chains,  as  criminals,  to  be  judged  and 
puniflied  by  the  chief  priefts,  and  the  reft  of  cbeir  b»e* 
thren  of  the  great  council, 

27  Due  whatever  harlh  conftru£lions  and  refleCHons 
iome  of  them  might  make,  as  though  be  were  an  spo¬ 
liate,  a  madman,  or  an  embuGaft;  he  was  lo  far  from 
recanting,  or  being  dilheartned,  that  he  grew  exceeding¬ 
ly  in  his  knowledge  and  judgment  of  the  great  things 
of  the  gofpd;  in  bis  affection,  zeal,  and  courage  for  the 
caufe  ofChrift  ;  and  in  his  fervent  and  fuccefrful  way 
of  preaching  him  :  And  he  perfectly  nonpJufTed  the  un¬ 
believing  Jevjs,  that  lived  at  Damafcus ;  confuted  all 
their  objections  by  clear  fcriptural  evidence  ;  and  pro¬ 
ved  hy  undeniable  arguments,  that  this  glorious  perlon, 
Jefus  the  Son  of  God,  whom  they  bad  crucified,  and 
who  was  rifen  from  the  dead,  is  indeed  the  promifed  and 
long-expe&ed  Meffiah.  { Chap .  xvii.  2,  3.} 

23  And,  foon  after  this,  he  retired  from  thence  to 
Arabia.  Defer ta^  where  he  preached  Chrift  to  the  Jews 
of  that  country,  to  whom  be  had  not  been  made  known 
before-,  and,  about  three  years  afterwards,  returned  to 
Damafcus ,  (Goi.  i.  15, — 18.)  where  the  Jews  were  fo 
enraged  againft  him  for  coining  to  them  again,  and 
perfifting  in  what  they  counted  an  apoltacy,  and  for 
his  nervous  and  pathetic  way  of  preaching,  and  de¬ 
fending  the  important  truths  of  the  gofpeL,  that  they 
confulted  together  to  put  him  to  death. 

24  But  §aul  had  intelligence  of  their  lying  in  wait 
for  him,  with  a  murderous  defign  *,  and  fo  induftrtous 
were  they  to  fecure  him,  that  they  represented  him  in 
an  invidious  and  obnoxious  light  to  the  then  deputy-go* 
verijor  pf  the  city,  which  vyas  under  the  dominion  of 

,  Arct.iCj 


11  Bat  all  that 
heard  him  vrett  a- 
utrad*  and  laid, 
U  not  thijbe  that 
deftroyed  them 
wh!di  called  op 
this  name  in  jevu* 
fitcoi  T  and  cam 
hither  Cor  that  in- 
tent, that  he  night 
bring  them  bound 
-uoto  the  chinf 
priefls? 

At*  But  Saul  in* 
tjtifed  the  more 
in  Hrenjrth,  and 
mn  founded  the 
Jew*  which  dwelt 
ac  Dunafcus,pro* 
viug  that  this  is 
wy  Chrift* 


%%  And*  after 
that  nunv  days 
were  fulfilled*  rhe 
Jew*  toot  copa&i 
lo  till  him* 


14  But  their 
hying  wait  wu 
kz'iXn  of  Saul, 
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And  they  witch¬ 
ed  the  gates  day 
and  Dicta  to  kill 
tarn. 


i$  Then  the 
4i  fciplec  took  hin 
by  flight,  and  Jet 
him  by  the 
%*U  in  A  hallct. 


ad  Aod,  when 
Saul  u-ai  come  to 
Jo-nfalm, 

Jared  to  jo m  brat- 
frlf  to  the  drfei- 
ples  ;  but  they 
were  all  afraid  of 
lljnr,  and  believed 
nor  that  he  vug 
dtitipkp 


*7  But  Hsrna- 
bu  took  him  , 
and  hrougUt  him 
to  the  apnftlea * 
and  declared  unto 
them  how  he  had 
fen  the  Lord  in 
the  way*  and  that 
lie  hid  fpoken  to 
liiu  *  and  ho** 
he  hid  pmetad 

boldly  At  Damas¬ 
cus 


Aretaty  the  ling  of  Arahioy  and  prevailed  with  him 
to  aifift  them,  by  a  detachment  of  foldiers  from  the 
gsrrifbn,  in  guarding  the  gates  of  the  city  night  and 
day,  that  they  might  apprehend  him,  in  cafe  he  fliould 
attempt  to  fly.  (See  the  note  on  3  Cor-  xi.  33.) 

35  Then  the  difdples  of  ]efu$,  being  apprtbenfive 
of  the  extreme  danger  of  this  faithful  femur,  and  , 
tenderly  concerned  for  bis  fafety,  concealed  him  by 
day,  arid  took  an  opportunity  one  night  to  let  him 
down  privately  in* a  baQcet,  through  a  window  of  one 
of  their  houfc,  that  flood  on  the  city-wall ;  and  fo  he 
deaped  his  enemies  cruel  bands.  (2  Cor.  xi.  33.) 

26  Upon  SavFt  getting  fafe.oot  of  DamafctUy  he 
went,  for  the  firft  time  fince  hi?  convcrfion,  to  Jerv/a- 
Urn,  chiefly  to  confer  with  Peter,  who  .was  then  at  that 
place,  {Gal.  i.  18.) ;  and  when  he  arrived  thither,  hit 
love  and  zeal  put  him  upon  attempting,  to  aflbeiare  with 
the  perfecuted  and  defptfed  difctplee  of  Chrifl,  and  to 
enter  into  communion  with  the  church  there  :  But  as 
they  had  known,  by  lad  experience,  bis  former  furious 
temper  and  violent  practices  againft  them,  and  had 
beard  little  of  him,  fmcp  his  convcrfion  three  years 
ago,  he  having  moftly  fpent  his  time  in  fo  diftant  and 
unfrequented  a  country,  as  Arabia  Deferta,  they  were 
all  fhy  and  jealous  of  him,  and  afraid  to  truft  him,  or 
to  admit  him  into  their  religious  aflemblies  ;  they  not 
being  fully  fatisfied  that  he  was  a  real  convert,  but  ra¬ 
ther  fufpsfling  that  be  came  as  a  fpy  and  informer  a- 
mong  them. 

27  But  BarnobaSy  an  eminent  difciple  *,  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  introduced 
and  recommended  him  to  , Peter  and  Jama,  the  only 
apofllcs  that  were  then  at  Jerufalem,  {Gal,  i.  19.)  aai  I 
t  gave  them  a  cliftindt  and. particular  account,  how  Saul 
had  feen  the  glory  of  the  Lord  jefus  in  his  joarney  to 
DamafctUy  (wr.  3.  fee  the  note  on  ver,  17.)  how  he, 
at  the  fame  time,  heard  him  calling  and  fpeaking  to 
him,  by  name,  from  heaven  ;  as  alfo  what  a  wonderful 

change 

NOTES. 


•  Bnmdtff  is  Afterward*  fpoken  of  \*  ** 
apvftte,  eh*?*  xbv  14.  f  Ojk  ix*  j,  <f.  and 
Gal  iL  p,  (See  the  note  on  niii,  3-) 
Anti  tune  have  thought  that  be  ww  SauPl 
fellow -pupil  under  GaataJult  ind  fo  hit  old 
acv|QKJnUncc.  M*M.  Sacr  cfCty  n.  p» 
*7, — sp,  &t.  "I'is  nighty  probable  that 
he  received  the  account  of  Saul's  eonverfton 
from  h L  own  mouth,  or  that  be  had  it  by 
mnverfttiot,  or  writing  from  slnanki,  nr 
other  thrift  5  am,  who  well  knew  the 
whole  (lory  of  what  paifcd  in  the  way  to 


DaTMdfcw,  anfl  at  that  ciry, 

f  Some  have  thought  that  tfm  narrarire 
via  made  by  &»/,  but  l  rather  appntaiid  it 
to  bare  been  made  by  ikr/,j±ci,  Iiec^uft  ifce 
conftnjAfon  moft  naturally  curie*  it  th-t 
way  ;  ud  what  U  laid  of  .Stfvf a  prcjrHn^ 
boldly  at  more  dec-roc  fur  Air- 

aura*,  (ban  for  himftlf,  m  rtlaic  to  the 
apoftlct  at  JcrttfaUm,  though  he  doubik-;* 
con  tented  to,  aiid  con&tucd  the  troth  cJ* 
all  that  Barnabas  rcyoned  concerning  him. 


Ch.  ir. 

m  in  the  name 
•f  Jduit 


*8  Ai^hems 
with  co* 

ming  in  *nd  go- 
out  ai  junta* 
l^in* 


t^Andhcfpake 

tr  v  t  n ,  li  e  T>a<ne 

of  the  Lord  Jefitij 
xnd  dilputed  *- 
glinft  the  Grt.'i* 
butchcjrvriit 
about  to  flay  him. 


30  TFV,ch  when 
th;brcthrenknewj 
they  brought  him 
dawn  to  Ci-fiirt)* 
npdfenr  Men  forth 
cg  TarfW' 
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change  was  thereupon  wrought  in  bis  heart,  {iter.  5, 6, 
7.)  and  what  further'paffed  between  Cbrift  and  him  in 
bis  vifion,  and  between  him  and  Ananias,  who  had 
been  favoured  with  another  correfpondent  vifion  at  Da- 
ma/cus,  (ver*  10, — 19.)  and  bow,  by  Cb rift’s  own  au¬ 
thority  and  commiffiou,  be  preached  him  publicly,  with 
great  liberty,  of  fpirit,  holy  confidence  and  courage, 
in  the  fynagogues  of  that  city,  to  the  a* 
mazement  of  all  that  had  ever  known,  or  heard  of  him 
before,  to  the  joy  and  eftabliihmcnt  of  the  faints,  and 
to  the  envy  and  canfufion  of  all  the  unbelieving  Jews, 
( ver.  30, — 21.) 

28  .Hereupon,  the  apoftles,  being  fully  fatisfied 
about  him,  gladly  received  him,  and  recommended 
him  to  the  reft  of  the  difciplei,  as  a  faithful  brother 
and  fervant  of  Chrift-}  and  he  continued  with  them 
fifteen  days,  {Gal.  i.  18.)  accompanying  and  joining' 
with  them  in  their  work  and  laboor,  in  public  places 
of  worfliip,  and  in  Chriftian  aflemblies,  at  Jerufalem, 
where  he  had  before  been  fo  notorious  for  bis  flaming 
zeal  agaioft,  .and  bitter  |>erfecutions  of  the  church. 

29  And  during  this  time,  (»*fr*«<r?  o**»r  <***-«)  he  be¬ 
ing  much  enlarged  and  emboldened  in  bis  own  Jpirir, 
and  having  great  liberty  of  fpeech,  publicly  preached 
Chrift  and  falvation  through  him,  by  virtue  of  the  au¬ 
thority  which  he  bad  received  from  him,  {ver.  15,  16.) 
and  be  fupported  the  glorious  doftrines  of  Chrifrs  per¬ 
son,  and  offices,  death,  and  rcfurreftion,  with  great 
ftrength  of  argument,  and  of  anfwers  to  obje&ions  in 
difputes,  particularly  with  the  Helenift  Jews,  (fee  the 
note  on  John  xii.  20.)  whom  he  had  concurred  with  in 
Stephen's  martyrdom,  (chap.  vi.  9, 11.  and  viL  58,  59.) 
But  they  were  fo  confounded  by  his  reafouing,  ana  fo 
prejudiced  agatnft  Chriftianity,  and  againft  him  for  de¬ 
ferring  their  party,  and  being  fo'  ftrenuous  an  advocate 
for  the  faith  of  Chrift,  that,  inftead  of  embracing  It, 
they  contrived  to  fend  him  after  Stephen,  by  patting 
him  atfo  to  death. 

30  But  (*)  when  his  brethren  in  Cbrift  underflood 
their  wicked  defign,  they  cnndu&ed  him  fiife  to  Cafa- 
rea ,  the  chief  city  of  PiUJline,  and  rook  care  to  fend 
him  from  thence,  along  the  fea-coaft,  to  his  old  friends 
and  acquaintance  at  Tarfut ,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  Tarjbifb,  bis  native  place,  where  be 
might  hope  for  fafety,  and  where,  in  fa£t,  he  continued 
preaching  the gofpcl,  till  Barnabas  came  to  him.  ( Chap . 
xi.  25.) 

3 1  Then,  as  Saul,  who  had  been  a  molt  fevere  and 

indc- 


;t  Th»  hsd 

the 


the  cbortte  raft 
thranghnot  all  lo¬ 
tto,  nod  Galitee, 
anil  Samaria,  and 

were  edified;  *od, 
mtktagia  tbcfcar 
of  the  Lord,  and 
in  the  comfort  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft, 
were  nauipUcd. 
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indefatigable  perfecator,  was  become  an  eminent  and 
laborious  preacher  of  Chrift,  and  as  he  was  gone  from 
Jervfalem,  where  Once  bis  conversion  he  had  To  high); 
>  exafperated  the  JevtSy  they  grew  lefs  violent  in  their 
proceedings  againft  the  Chriftian*  $  and  fo  the  churches 
of  Chrift  had  a  breathing-rime  of  fpiritual  and  tempt* 
ral  prosperity  and  peace,  -  («p»»r)  wherever  they  were 
planted  in  Judea,  Galilee ,  and  Samaria ;  and,  having 
fuee'r  liberty  of  the  gofpel  than  before,  were  built  up  on 
their  moft  holy  faith,  in  all  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the 
Spirit,  and  in  their  union  and  communion  with  Chriit 
and  one  another,  being  edified  together  in  love;  and 
they  perfifting  in,  and  living -more  and  more  under  the 
power  of  that  religious,  new  covenant-fear  of  God, 
which  he  had  put  into  their  hearts;  and  being  evi¬ 
dently  enriched  with  ihe  consolations  that  proceeded 
from  the  light  and  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they 
inercafed  in  numbers,  and  in  all  die  increafes  of  God, 

(fffArivnrr#  ) 

32  And  Peter  taking  this  favourable  opportunity  to 
vifit  the  churches  in  all  thofe  pans  for  their  further  in* 
ftru&ion,  regulation,  and  eftahtifhmem,  and  particu¬ 
larly  for  working  fignal  miracles,  imparting  the  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  fettling  faithful  and  well-qualified 
pa  (tors  over  them,  he,  among  other  places,  went  to 
the  fa  notified  in  Chrift  Jcfus,  whole  hearts  were  puri¬ 
fied  by  faith,  and  who  made  a  holy  profedion  of  his 
name,  and  refided  in  a  town  called  Lydda,  which  lay 
in  Judea ,  not  far  fiom  Joppa,  (ver-  38.)  between 
AzotusznA  Cefarea,  in  the  way  of  Philip>s  progrns, 
alter  the  converfion  of  the  eunuch,  ( Chap .  viii.  40.) 

33  And  there  he  providentially  met  with  a  ceitain 
diftreflttl  man,,  whofe  name  was  Mneas ,  and  who  had 
been  bed-ridden  for  eight  years  paft,  having  loft  the 
ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  been  laid  up  with  fuch  an  inve¬ 
terate  and  dangerous  palfy,  that  there  was  no  hope  of 
his  recovering  in  the  ordinary  ufe  of  means : 

34  As  foon  as  Peter  faw  him,  be,  to  prevent  alt  ap- 
prehenfions  as  though  there. were  any  virtue  in  hintfeii 
to  heal  him,  faid  to  him,  Mneas,  I  declare,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lvrd  Jefus,  the  exalted  Saviour  of  Ifrael, 
that  he,  at  this  infant,  puts  forth  his  almighty  power, 
to  reflorc  you  ro  perfcCt  health  and  ftrength  ;  And  u 
Chrift,  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  ufed  to  order  them, 
whom  he  miraculoufly  cured,  to  do  fometbing  th« 
might  evidence  it  to  the  company;,  fa,  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  T  order  you,  by  his  authority,  to  get  up  from 
your  bed,  and  make  it  with  your  own  bands ;  accor- 


3*  AndiUime 
to  puft,  if  Pcier 
paflal  through¬ 
out  all  quarter 
he  runedutvo  al¬ 
io  to  ihd'  Onnt% 
which  duck  at 
I.j&la. 


And  (here 
httouid  a  ctruin 

man  named  Kne- 
ai,whfch  had  kept 
nU  bed  eight 
jnrr,  and  vu 
jkk  of  the  pally* 

34  An;!Pctdfiid 

Wito  him,  Enuit 
Jefus  Chrift  ma- 
icih  tbn  whole ; 
trife,  and  make 
thy  bed.  And  he 
vole  iADUduEf* 


Ch.ix. 


to  tbc  Lord* 
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dingly  he  did  fo>  without  delay.  In  the  fight  of  all  then 

prefenr. 

ji  AnddlthH  35  And  fuch  a  blcfling  attended  the  gofpel,  as  thus 
Md^sSjoa^w  conhrmcd,  that  great  multitudes  of  the  inhabitants  of 
him,  and  turned  Lfdda,  **m1  of  the  adjacent  town,  and  large  fruitful 
valley  of  Sharon,  of  whom  it  was  prophefied,  (Ifa* 
xxxv,  i.)  that  they  Jbottld  fee  the glory  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  excellency  cf  our  Cod,  Caw  the  wonderful  cure  that 
Chrift  had  wrought  upon  this  cripple,  and  were  fo  af¬ 
fected  with  it,  as  to  yield  themfelves  up.  to  the  Lord 
Jefus,  and  follow  him  in  all  his  ways. 

36  Now  at  Joppa,  a  neighbouring  fea-pert  town, 
there  was  a  certain  believer  in  Chrift,  whofe  name,  m 
the  Syriac  language,  was  Tabitha ,  and  in  the  Greek, 
Dorcas,  both  of  which  ftgntfy  a  hind  or  roe},  this 
Chriftiao  matron  abounded  in  afts  of  piety  toward 
God,  as  fruits  of  her  faith  and  love,  and  in  work**  of 
righteoufnds,  and  of  charity  to  the  poor,  for  whom 
(he  provided  garments  to  clothe  them,  which  (he 
wrought  with  her  own  hands,  and  generoufly  difpofcd 
of,  in  her  great  compaffion,  to  fuch  as  needed  them. 

3“  And  Providence  fo  ordered  it,  for  the  greater 
m a ni feftation  of  God's  glory,  that,  during  Peter’s  a- 
bode  in  thofc  parts,  this  good  woman  fell  licit  and  died  ; 
after  which,  her  friends,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
ancients,  wafiied  her  dead  cotpft,  and  laid  it  out  in  an 
upper  room,  in  order  to  its  interment. 

38  But  (*•)  Lydda  being  within  about  five  or  fix  miles 

***■*  f°mc  her  acquaintance  and  iellcw- 
pj,  and  the  ttifri-  Chrifiian^,  who  were  greatly  concerned  at  the  k;fs  of 
fuch  an  excellent  and  ufctul  woman,  hearing  that  the 
apoftle  Peter  was  ar  Joppa ,  and  had  wrought  a  won¬ 
derful  miracle  there,  they  fent  two  of  their  nnmher  as 
their  meftrngers  unto  him,  to  beg  earneftly  of  him,  in 
all  their  names,  that  he  would  be  fo  kind  as  to  come 
with  all  poflible  difpatch  to  them^on  an  important  oc- 
cafion,  *  to  help  and  comfort  them  in  their  forrowful 
circumftances. 

39  Upon  the  meftTengers  delivering  their  errand, 
Peter  readily  contented,  and  went  along  with  them  t, 

be  wcome  they  and  being  come  to  Joppa ,  and  to  the  friends  thar  had 
fent  for  him  thither,,  they  conduced  him  to  the  upper 
twr:  room,  where  the  dead  corpfe  of  Dorcas  lay  prepared 

for 


3a  Now  that 
was  it  Joppa  * 
certain  diicipk 
umed  Tabtflu  i 
which,  by  inter¬ 
pretation,  is  call¬ 
ed  Doras :  this 
woman  *M  ftfll 
of  good  works  , 
and  alnu- deeds 
which  the  did. 


31  And  it  ci me 
to  p*.s  in  tfcofe 
days  lhat  ihc  ws* 
Tick  ,  and  died  i 
whom,  when  they 
hid  wafted,  they 
Utd  nrmu op* 
per  chamber* 

38  And  foras¬ 
much  as  Lydda 


pics  hud  heard 
that  Phlt  was 
there  ,  they  fen* 
unto  him  two 
men,  defiling  b';a 
ihjtc  he  would  oot 
delay  to  come  to 

tllCOti 


3P  Then  Ptwr 
arnfr  ,  and  went 
with  them,  Whtn 


K  0 

*  They,  probably,  hoped,  that  be  who 
had  rHhkfcd  £jh«  to  bis  limbs,  might  re- 
ftore  Derro  to  life;  the  divine  power  or 
Chr-ft,  which  had  done  one  by  hi*  hands, 
being  equally  capable  of  doing  the  other : 
Or  they  might  lend  lot  him  to  af&ft  their 


T  E* 

improvement  of  the  afttttng  providence,  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  their  own  cdifi.vtioa 
and  comfort,  in  foch  a  way  w  Pttfr  *n:gbt 
be  dbeAed  to,  And  eoabfrd  fo r,  without 
pielcritdng  to  him* 


no 
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ter:  md  tU  tfw  for  its  funeral :  And  there  he  found  the  poor  widows, 
hicnw* that  bad  been  bountifully  relieved  by  her  labour  and li- 
flwwiog  the  coin  beraiity,  Handing  and  weeping  om  her,  with  great  la* 
«nd  garmoii,  mentation  for  their  lofs  of  fuch  a  generous  benefacireis ; 
awte  »h£0rSe  an(1»  a:  his  coming,  into  the  room,  they  flocked  about 
•u  with  him,  and,  to  move  bis  conrpafEon,  (poke  highly  of  her 

great  virtues  and  ufefoloefe,  and  (hewed  him  the  gowns 
and  petticoats,  and  other  garments  on  their  backs, 
which  (he  had  employed  berfclf  in  making,  and  with 
which  (he  had,  in  her  great  generofity  and  goodnefs, 
clothed  them,  at  free  colt,  while  (he  was  living. 

40  em  Peter  40  Then  (*!)  Peter  delired  tbam  all  to  withdraw, 
put  them  ilUorth,  that,  like  his  Lord  and  Mailer,  he  might  avoid  all  jp* 
Mid*™*?***?  Pearaacc  ^ain-glory,  and  that  he  might  have  the 
mingEnmtfcc:  greater  liberty  and  freedom  in  wreftling  with  God  in 
My,Bid,Tabi<  prayer,  for  the  reparation  of  fbch..  a  ufcful  perfon  to 


My.Btd.Tabi>  prayer,  for  the  refkoration  of  fbch..  a  ufcful  perfon  to 
jte’opoted^te  ^c>  4n<*  for  the  confirmation  .of  the  gofpel  thereby; 
tyn :  and  when  and  being  alone,  be  kneeled  down,  and.addreffcd  the 
fltefaw  peter  (be  throne  of  grace  in  that  bumble  poflure,  with  faith  in 


tbrone  ot  grace  m  that  bumble  ponure,  with  ivtb  in 
the  Lord  Jefus ;  and  then  being  aflured,  by  a  divine 
impulfe,  that  his  prayer  was  aofwered,  he  turned  him- 
felf  about  to  the  dead  corpfe,  and  fpcaking,  as  ufual, 
(ver.  35.  and  chap.  Hi.  6.  and  iv.  30.)  in  the  name  of 
Child,  *  he,  after  his  example,  (Mark  v.  4.)  (aid, 
Tabithay  Arife  from  the  dead :  And  the  Lord  Jefus  at* 
tended  thefe  words  with  fuch  power,  that  (he  imme¬ 
diately  opened  her  eyes,  which  death  had  dofed ;  and, 
feeing  the  apoftle  by  her,  railed  herfelf  up  into  a  fitting 
pollute. 

41  And  he,  reaching  out  his  hand,  aflifled  her  ri- 


41  Aadhegave  41  And  he,  reaching  out  his  hand,  affined  her  n- 

berhb  hand,  and  upon  her  feet ;  and  then,  calling  in  her  religious 

when  kTad call*  acquaintance,  and  the  poor  widows,  who  10  greatly  be- 
«d  the  faint*  and  wailed  their  lofc  of  her,  he  fet'  her  before  them,  and 
alir^"*"  °u(^e  them  a  mod  acceptable  prefent  of  their  great  be- 
nefa&refs  and  friend,  alive  and  well,  to  their  abundant 


kftowtf^hrou*h-  42  And  as  foon  as  this  wonderful  miracle  was 
MttaUjopptt’and  known,  as  it  quickly  was  through  all  the  town,  a  great 
many  Mined  m  multitude  were  brought  over  to  believe  in  the  Lord  Je- 
ibe  Load.  fus,  by  whofe  divine  power  it  was  wrought;  and  they 

were  made  obedient  to  the  faith. 

43  And 

NOTE. 

*  Though  Pttcr'i  ciprelfion,  in  this  cafe,  will ;  aod  wheo  lie  fpofcc  to  ro  ante, 

L  in  »  k*.  - „.:.u  .L.t  ...LtJ.  1.  _  _ ,  J- _ L  ...  _ i-  _ i'.lr  a  in _ 


is  much  in  the  June  form  with  chat  which  lie  did  not  fpeak  from  hi  flit  elf ;  Whereas 
oar  blefled  I*ord  uled  ia  nifmg  Tcm**  oar  Laid  behaved  tq  vlxiie  conduA,  in 
daughter  life,  (Mere  v.  41*)  yet  hi*  wit  the  other  cafe  as  vfiiaL  with  in  air  of  ab* 


daughter  to-  life,  {.Mere  v.  41*)  yet  hi*  way  the  other  cafe  is  vfiial,  with  in  air  of  ab* 
of  working  thb  mind*  w«  entirely  differ-  Johns  Jbfereignty  by  his  own  pOTerand  will. 


ent  from  that 5  For  he  fiifl  koeefed  down  nlrhont  taking  the  leaf!  natter  of  Cod 
andr  prayed,  and  Jo  referred  the  matter  to  Father,  and  fooke  to  the  young  damfd  *n 

L:^ 1- 1 _ L. _  LI _ \ _ T  JT  .  V  .  °4 


God,  and  applied  to  him  with  vknovlcdg- 
menu  that  it  depended  oa  hi*  power  ini 


his  own  name;  I Jafuato  A ret  Arijt.  Sc; 
the  note*  on  Jzbn  S.  tr,  and  al  41* 


Ch*  ii*  The  Acts  qf  the  Apostles  paraphrased*  in 


a*  Andiccame  43  And  U  Chrift  had  further  work  to  do  by  Peter 
lJIbwHj**  at  pk**!  till  he  Ihould  "be  called  from  thence  to 

iujoppiwiiiim  other  fervice  among  the  profelytcsof  the  gate*  {chap. 
Simon  a  tanner,  i.)  Providence  ordered  his  Haying  at  fippa  for  feme 
time*  where  he  took  up  his  abode,  not  at  Tahitians 
houfe,  (where  he  might  have  been  liberally  entertain¬ 
ed)  left  he  Ihould  feem  to  receive  a  reward  from  her  for 
the  great  miracle  of  mercy  wrought  upon  her;  but 
contenting  htmfelf  with  meaner  fare,  he  went  and 
lodged  at  a  tanner’s,  whole  name  was  Simort,  and  whofe 
houfe  was  hy  the  fea-fide.  {Chap.  x.  6*) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  undeniable  and  glorious  proofs  bath  our  dear  Lord  and  Saviour  given  of 
h)s  exultation  to  his  heavenly  kingdom !  He  basappeared  and  fpoke  from  heaven 
with  divine  Majcity  and  glory,  and  has  made  a  believing  and  authoritative  ufo  of 
bis  name,  as  effectual,  for  healing  the  Tick,  and  railing  the  dead,  as  if  he  were 
visibly  p  re  fern  to  exert  his  divine  power  in  commanding  health  to  one,  and  life  to 
another;  and  be  produces  the  like  cffc&s  upon  di&afcu  and  dead  fouls:  And,  O 
how  fovertign  and  victorious  is  bis  grace ;  in d  what  a  wonderful  change  does  It 
make  upon  tbe  heart  and  life  t  It  ftrikea  the  moft  daring  tinner,  like  o  W,  into 
trembling  and  aftomfbraent;  ftepi  him  in  his  full  carter  uf  wkkedneft,  and  makes 
him  cry  out*  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  It  gives  him  an  heart  to  pray, 
to  follow  directions  and  commands;  and  it  turns  a  forions  persecutor  into  a 
zealous  preacher  of  Chrift;  and  whilft  others  are  amazed,  focnc  with  joy,  aiul 
fome  with  envy,  at  foch  a  vifible  alteration  on  the  tinccr*  convert,  he  is  the  more 
emboldened  and  ftrengthened,  to  the  tilencing  and  confounding  of  all  that  op* 
pnle  him:  And  though  the  diftiples  of  Chrift  themfehws  may  at  firft  be  jealous 
of  him,  and  afraid  to  countenance  and  embrace  him,  left  he  flioidri  he  a  fpy  and 
hypocrite,  or  a  wolf  in  iheep’s  ctaathing ;  -yet  with  what  chrtrfulncfa  and  forif* 
Faction  will  they  receive  him,  when  tbe  truth  of  grace  appears  in  him  !  Chrifl  is 
ucvrr  at  a  fof*  for  inftruments  to  carry  on  his  work;  be  will  either  find  or  make 
tfeuv  and  take  off  ill  their  objections,  difficulties,  and  difeouragements ;  and 
though  his  and  their  enemies  may  lye  in  wait  lo  detlroy  them,  he  will  make 
a  wiy  for  their  efcape,  till  he  has  accomptifoeri  bis  defigns  by  them.  And,  O 
h;iv.-  cafilv  can  he  turn  the  threatening  and  (laughter  of  his  church,  winch  he 
takes  as  done  agninft  himfdf,  into  reft  and  peace,  and  fill  them  with  the  fear  of 
the  Lon),  aml'tlie  comfort  of  the  HoJy  Gholt,  that  they  may  be  both  tmiltiptied 
and  edified  !  And  with  what  pleasure  and  hope  wilt  the  faithful  forvants  of  Chrift 
vifit  Oidi  churchy  to  impart  ftill  further  benefits  to  them  !  Their  uiiniftrations 
fliall  be  attended  with  the  power  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  t6  turn  many  to  the  Lord* 
ami  add  an  abundant  cftablifhmcnt  to  the  Cunts*  Add  O  what  an  honour  is  it  to 
Chrift,  and  to  the  faint*  the  natives*  and  to  their  holy  profcfBon  of  his  name* 
when,  for  thrir  eminence  in  religion  and  liberality,  their  fires,  like  Dorcas' s* 
arc  greatly  d(  fired,  and  their  deaths  as  much  lamented  ! 


C  IJ  A  P.  X, 

Cornelius*  a  Roman  Officer^  being  direfted  in  a  finds  fir  Peter* 

1 , — 8*  Peter*  being  encouraged  in  a  correfponde nt  vifion+goes  to  Cor* 
nclius*  though  ^Gentile*  9* — 23.  Tbe  difeourfi  that  paffid  between 
tbemt  in  which  Peter  freaked  Cbrijl  to  A/m,  24,-42.  The  Hoij 
Cfojl  fails  on  Cornelius  and  bis  friends y  and  thereupon  they  are  bap* 
tiud$  43,-48* 
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Text.  Paraphrasb. 

'jWre  m»  a  »t*HE  gofpel  having*  by  ibb  time*  been  preached  a- 
.  Jju j  ^  bout  feven  years  to  the  native  Jews,  and  the  pro* 

OkmIIu*,*  a  ten*  fdytes  of  rigfateoulhefe*  and  to  the  Samaritans  /  God 
tnrioa of thvbud  would  now  introduce  it  among  the  Gentiles *  beginning 
catted  the  M““  wJtb  the  pre/iHytes  <f  the  gate,  in  order  to  its  fpreading* 
by  degrees*  to.  the  utter  mofi  pari  cf  ike  earthy  (chap,  u 
9.)  Accordingly  there  was  at  Cgfarea ,  fo  called  in  ho* 
now  to  Augvjhu  Cafar,  where  Philip  had  been  preach* 
ing  to  the  Jews,  {chap.  viii.  40.)  a  certain  man  named 
Cornelius *  who  was  a  Roman  captain  over  an  hundred 
foldiers  belonging  to  an  Italian  regiment*  ("if*) 
which  were  placed  under  a  governor  there*  to  fupport 
the  imperial 'authority  over  that  people*  which  confin¬ 
ed  of  Jews  as  well  as  Gentiles. 

a  This  man*  though  an  uncircumctCed  Gentile,  (chap. 
*>•  3*)  »  fincere  *  profelyte  of  the  gate;  a  man  of 

honfe,  which  gave  a  devotional  temper  of  mind  ;  ‘and  one  that  worihipped 
modV dni*  “  ****  the  true  God  of  Ifraet,  reverenced  his  name*  and  fear- 
eitoOod  ed  to  offend  him  *  and*  like  Abraham  and  JoJbua,  (Gen. 

xviii.  19-  and  JoJb.  xxiv.  15.}  was  exemplary  in  keeping 
up  religion  in  his  family*  which  owned  and  believed  in 
the  fame  God  with  himfelf  j  he  likewife  was  of  a  very 
charitable  difpofition*  diftributing  with  great  liberality 
to  the  neceflities  of  the  poor*  whether  they  were  Jews 
or  Gentiles ;  and  he  confcientioufly  obferred  the  Ifra~ 
elites  dated  hours  of  prayer,  morning  and  evening*  in 
his  daily  addrefics  to  God. 

vt&frttad^  .  3  While  he  was  one  day  praying,  about  three  o’clock 
•boat  the  ninth  in  the  afternoon*  he*  being  fully  awake*  had  a  clear  vi- 
h<mr  of  the  day,  fion,  with  bis  bodily  eyes,  of  a  glorious  angel  of  the 
eomfe£bt»hta.  Lord*  who  appeared  to  him  in  the  form  of  a  man*  fur- 
amt  rounded  with  rays  of  light*  (Ver.  30.)  as  Gabriel  for¬ 
merly  did  to  Daniel,  at  the  fame  time  of  the  evening 
oblation*  when  he  was  employed  in  the  like  religious 
manner*  (Dan.  ix.  at.)  j  and  to  fhew  the  fpecial  notice 

God 


NOTE. 

*  As  the  prordytes  of  rijhcnfiieit  woe  in  the  afternoon,  rs  appear*,  from  ver.  j. 
wonnted  dean,  And  were  admitted  to  all  and  from  Lair  xsiv,  53.  compared  with 
ibe  privilege!  of  o«wd  Jews  ;  and  Cornt-  A?;  ii.  4^  *7*  and  iu«  1.^  fo  he  obfervti 
to  w« deemed  an  unclean  GeutUet  (ver*  *8.)  the  hoar*  of  temple-ferric*;  and  hU  hda» 
for  going  in  to  whom  thtjm  wtw  highly  Qlled(fvnCir  xxt  jror  Giw)  d  Jt- 

offended  with  the  apoftte  Pdert  {cbaP,  xi,  vott  rtfle*  4&J  tote  thot  feani  Ga4t  ia  a  de- 
St  end  be,  in  vindication  of  mmfelf,  fcriprion  of  that  fort  of  profrlytr*  who  are 
ftwkc  of  it,  u  God**  Jfrrtf  viljung  the  Gat*  promlfciioufly  fpoltn  of,  tSap.  jriil  rtf,  it* 
fifrj,  (ofap*  xv*  *4*)  It  u  commonly,  and  1  43;  \a*  (^Cn^Avry  ny  and  nCv,u{i^ 
think  ju&Jy,  conciodoi,  tfiat  Gorntlms  vu  pcrfbni  ife/  feared  God,  and 

a  profdytc  of  the  gsuc,  (fee  ibe  note  ou  vert  devout  or  rtiigwn  prefects  ;  aww»l* 
cb&f  *  vTri.  ay*}  For  ittprimar  in  God ttlvt ryt,  iagty..the  apoftte  P&tl alwdgod  the  propii^ 
iigipfod  ofeferriitgtfce  Jevtft  hours  of  priy-  '  do  of  the  Old  Tefttuicnt  to  them,  a«  what 
er,  wry  day  n  the  third  and  ninth  hour,  they  were  acquainted  with,  which  He  ikycv 
or  at  nine  g>dock  in  the  morning,  aud  three  did  in  preaching  to  t&'fdefoinvj  €**;#:&+ 


bh. 
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spd  fiying  ww»-  God  took  of  him,  he  called  to  him  by  name,  faying, 

t.im,  CoraeUDi.  Ccrntlivt  i  »  ; 

4  And,  when  4  But  (*<)  when  Csmclivj  looked  at  the  angel,  he 
heboked^hto.  Was  filled  with  reverent  awe,  and  great  furprife  ;  and, 

addreffing  him  with  the  refpeft  doe  to  a  meffenger  from 
Loni  >  And  he  the  heavenly  world,  fa  id,  Lord,  What  is  the  meaning 
laid  unto  him,  0f  tbis  extraordinary  appearance  ?  Art  thou  come  in 
.hin/E  a»re  merey»  or  in  wrath  i  What  is  thy  will  and  plea  fore  ? 
come  op  for  a  d'nd  the  angel,  to  comfort  and  entourage  him,  replied, 
uJjT0™1  *l*foro  All  is  well,  your  fpuitualCacrifices  of  prayer,  and  libe¬ 
rality  to  the  poor,  (Phil  iv.  18.  and  Heb.  xiii.  15,  16.) 
are  gracioufly  accepted  of  God,  as  tokens  of  your  faith 
and  love,  according,  to  your  prefent  light,  more  than 
ifyou  bad  prefented  a  memorial  of  inccnfe,  and  a  meat¬ 
offering  made  by  fire,  which  are  fpolcen  of  as  x’fweet 
favour  to  the  Lord*  (Lev.  ii.  a,  9.  and  vt.  15.} 

5  And  now  fend  j  And  as  you  need  a  further  revelation  of  the  mind 

^nrorMrSlounb  a*^  of  God,  to  direfl  your  faith  to  the  only  true 
«We  famne  U  Me  Ilia  h,  and  to  lead  you  into  the  way  of  falvation  by 
.T«cti  him;  and  as  he  has  appointed  to  communicate  it  to 

you,  riot  bytlie  mini  dry  of  angels,  but  of  men  of  like 
pattons  with  yonifelf,  that  their  terror  may  not  make 
you  afraid,  and  that  the  excellency  of  the  power,  which 
attends  their  miniftrations,  may  the  more  evidently  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  of  God,  (a  Cor,  iv.  7.}  I  am  committoned  to 
order  you  to  fend  nieflengers  immediately  to  Joppa,  the 
town'  from  whence  the  prophet  Jonah  was  fent  to  preach 
to  the  GentiUt  at  Nineveh ,  (Jonah  i.  2,  3.)  and  fetch 
from  thence  a  certain  mao,  who  is  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  Simon,  and  whom  his  Lord  firnaroed 
Peter,  on  account  of  the  life  he  would  make  of  him, 
in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  Chriftian  church*  (Mat, 
xvi.  18,  19.} 

<  He  lodged)  6  That  you  may  not  miftake  the  man,  and  may  he 
s  "nnner*  whlwfc  thoroughly  fetisfied  that  this  is  a  divine  dirc£Hon,  I 
houfciiby  tbefia-  am  further  to  tell  you,  that  he  now  fojoiirns  there,  as 
he  nidi  tell  a  gueft  with  his  name-fake  Simon,  who  is  by  trade  a  tan* 
ner» an<^  whofe  boufe  Hands  on  the  fhore  of  the  Mcditer- 

0  ranean  Tea ;  He  (hall  acquaint  yon  with  thofe  things  *, 

which,  according  to  the  prelene  new  difpenfation  of 

God’s 

NOTE, 

*  Though  Wng  i  profblyte,  Is  larly,  a*  the  only  Saviour,  (claf*  iv,  n.) 


to  be  fuppgfed  to  hare  believed  in  the  pro- 
rnlled  and  txpe&ed  Mofluh,  anti  thti,  in 
former  difpcifattood,  was  Efficient  for 
rt*ion;  yet  afrrr  thrift  had  rftaalW  ijv 
ptaird,  un]  finiibed  the  vort  of  rafimp* 
tion,  and  ppbfthed  H  In  the  gpfpel,  k  was 
further  nece-flary,  tbit  fakh  fbonld  be  direc¬ 
ted  *-u,  and  fbould  Utfl littaftf  OP  parrieo- 

Voi,HL  t 


And  as  the  uttUnary  means,  by  which  Goct 
brings  airy  to  this  faith,  is  the  preaching  of 
the  gofpeh  14, — rt*)  >  f«  he  *oul  t 

rather  difpatch  an  wu^el  from  heaven  to  di¬ 
re  A  this  nHigwtit  profe'yK  to  thofe  mefcr**, 
than  not  honour  hisowu  Lnftittiiioii 
gofptl-iRlqiftTj* 
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•j  And*  when 
the  nxifttA  which 
fpake  unto  Cor  nc- 
lituwas  departed* 
he  eJicd  tvo  of 
j_his  houtiiold'frr* 
vants*  and  a  de- 
lout  foldier  of 
them  thai  waited 
oo  himcoiuinttai- 
ly: 

8-  And,  when 
he  had  declared  all 
ikift  thing*  unto 
ihctn,hcftiuthem 
to  Joppa. 


A  On  thr-mor- 
row>as  they  went 
on  their  journey, 
abddrew  uijgh  in¬ 
to  the  city,  Peter 
went  np  upon  the 
honfe-top  co  pn>y , 

fltiout  the 
hour< 


io  And^hc  be* 
tame  "Tery  hun¬ 
gry*  and  would 
b*vft:  eaten  r  h m 
while  they  tnatle 
ready  he  fcU  into 
a  trance. 


And  lav  hea¬ 
ven  opened,  and 
a  certain  vrflcl 
ddeending  unto 
huu,a*iiludbceii 
a 


God*s  grace,  are  neceflary  for  you  to  know  and  dor  in 
order  to  your  being  eternally  fated,  { Chap *  xi.  14,) 

7  A$  foon  as  the  angel  had  delivered  his  meffage,he 
difappeared  ;  and  Cornelius  being  fully  fatisfied,  as  to 
the  reality  and  vaft  importance  of  what  be  bad  feeoand 
heard,  and  carneftly  defirtms  of  learning  the  way  of  fal* 
ration,  be  immediately,  in  obedience  to  the  heavenly 
vilion,  'called  to  him  two  of  his  own  domeftic  fervants, 
and  one  of  hifi  foldiers,  who,  like  himfelf,  was  a  reli¬ 
gious  profelyte,  and  therefore  fo  highly  in  favour  with 
him,  as  to  be  ufually  employed  in  waiting  upon  him, 

8  And  tbefe  being  ail  trufty  men,  whom  he  could 
depend  upon,  and  for  vhofe  falvarion  he  was  concern¬ 
ed,  as  well  as  for  his  own,  he  related  to  them  all  that 
had  pafTed  in  the  viGon,  that  they  might  go  the  more 
chear  fully  on  his  errand,  and  he  the  more  urgent  with 
Peter  ro  come  to  him  ;  Accordingly  he  ordered  them 
to  fet  out  the  next  morning  for  Joppa,  ( ver >  9,)  it  be* 
ing  then  too  late  for  them  to  perforin  the  journey  that 
night, 

9  Now,  that  Peter  might'be  the  better  difpofed  ro 
receive  and  comply  with  their  meflage,  notwnhft^nd-' 
ing  his  prejudices  againft  converting  with,  and  preach* 
ing  to  micircumcifetf  6Vnf;7fj,  Providence  wifely  order* 
ed,  that  whilft,  or  the  morrow  after  the  vifion,  the 
meflengers  were  on  the  road,  and  arrived  near  to  the 
town,  unknown  to  him,  he,  according  to  the  .example 
of  David  *nd  Daniel,  who  ufed  to  pray  three  times  a 
day,^7j/a/p  Iv*  17.  znd-Dan*  vir  10.)  went  up  about 
notm,  tothc  ddT  roof  of  the  houfe,  (fee  the  note  on  AUt. 
xxiv.  T7-)  to  fpend  fome  time  in  fecret  prayer,  that  the 
word  of  the  Lord  might  have  free  courfe  and  be  glo¬ 
rified, 

10  And,  during  this  devout  retirement,  he  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  hungry,  and  wanted  to  eat  fnmetbing  for  the 
rdre foment  of  nature ;  but  while  dinner  was  preparing, 
he  -fuddenly  fell  into  a  tiipenutural  ecftacy  of  mind, 
(s» eras-*;}  the  external  fenfes  being  ac  the  fayne  rime  as 
much  locked  up,  as  if  lie  had  been  afleep,  which  was 
one  of  the  ways  wherein  God  had  ufed  to  reveal  bins* 
felf  co  his  fervams  of  old* 

ir  And,  in  anfwer  to  his  prayer,  a  vifionary  repre* 
fentation,  fuitahle  to  bis  fituation  ami  hungry  circum- 
ftances,  was  made  to  him  from  an  opening  in  the  hea* 
vens,  to  intimate  that  the  light  and  authority,  convey¬ 
ed  thereby,  came  froqa  God,  to  unfold  the  myftcry  a- 
bout  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles ,  which  had  not  been 
clearly  made  known  in  former  ages*  ( Kph .  Hi.  3,  4*)  He 

likewife 


Cb.  x, 

a  great  Amt,  knit 
tit  tht  1w  cor* 
iwn,tsdletdova 
to  tfie  eanb  i 


1 1  Wherein 
Avrcall  manner  of 
four-footed  bcaft$ 
of  the  earth,  and 
uitd  bcifU,  and 

crccpinjr  things  * 
and  fowl*  of  the 
air. 


13  And  there 
tame  a  voice  to 
htm,Ri&,  Peter; 
k\\\  and  ear* 


^RutPcter  frtd* 
Korfo^LorJ;  for 
I  have  never  eat* 
en  any  thing  that 
U  coeimoii  or  un¬ 
civil* 


tj  Andthe  voice 
f;  tki  unto  him  a* 
gain  the  fee rmd 
time,  Wlwt  God 
hath  clcajifed,  ikt 
aU  not  thou  com- 
moo* 
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likewise  faw,witb  the  eyes  of  bis  mind,  a  fort  ot  great 
bag  defeending  from  thence  towards  himfelf,  in  the 
form  of  a  large  fheet,  with  its  four  corners  gathered 
and  tied  together,  and,  (***«*«»•*)  as  divinely  frnt,  it 
gradually  dropped  down  juft  by  him,  near  the  roof  of 
the  houfe,-  toward  the  earth,  to  intimate  that  the  gof« 
pel-church  fhould  be  colleilcd  from  the  four  qnartert- 
of  the  world. 

1 2  In  the  open  fides  of  the  (beer,  he  faw  all  forts  of 
tame  and  wild  be^fts,  and  other  animals,  that,  inftead 
of  walking,  crceped  on  the  earth,  as  alfo  birds  that  fly 
in  the  air,  (ome  of  ail  which  were,  by  legal  iniliturion, 
ceremonially  clean,  and  others  unclean  ;  God  thereby 
intending  to  inftrutl  him,  that  all  forts  of  finners,  and 
perfons  of  all  nations,  fhould  be  acceptable  to  him, 
through  the.  faith  of  Jefus,  under  the  gofpel-ftate. 
(w.  35.) 

13  And  a  voice  from  heaven  attended  the  vifton, 
which  called  to  him  by  name,  faying,  Petery  Get  up, 
flay  and  eat,  freely  and  imlillcrently,  of  any  of  thelii 
living  creatures  that  arc  fet  befote  you,  without  afking 
qucfinnis  for  conference  fake. 

14  But  Peter  being  fUrtlcd  at  the  propofal,  and  ap¬ 
prehending  that  this  voice  came  from  Chrift,  only  foe 
bis  trial,  replied,  No,  Lord,  may  I  never  venture  u* 
pon  fuch  a  tranfgreffiou  1  1  dare  not  make  this  ufe  of 
all  thefe  creatures  promtfcuoufly ;  for  my  conference 
will  not  foffer  me  to  feed  upon  any  thing,  that  is  for¬ 
bidden  by  the  law  of  Mofcs and  fo  is  juflly  reputed 
unclean  ;  neither  hare  I  ever  hitherto  done  it. 

15  Then  the  voice,  being  dire  fled  to  him  a  fecond 
time,  faid,  God’s  authority  can  fuperfede  the  ceremoni¬ 
al  diftiti&ian,  that  was  made  by  bfs  own  appointment, 
between  things  legally  clean  and  unclean,  for  a  rime, 
and  for  certain  emblematical  reafons,  fuitable  to  the 
Old  Te  flam  ent-difpen  fat  ion  j  and  he  is  now,  agreeable 
to  the  gofpel-ftate,. putting  an  end  to- the  diftindtionit- 
felf,  and  to  tbat  wtiich  was  -peculiarly  fignified  by  it ; 
meaning  that  all  meats  fhould  henceforth  be  ufed  indif¬ 
ferently,  and  Gentiles  fhould  be  taken  into.  God's  cove¬ 
nant  ,  promtfcuoufly  with  the  Jews  s  Accoidingly  the 
voice  laid  more  exprelsly,  What  God  has  fa  notified  for 
your  ufe,  and  for  his  own  praife,.you  mull  no  longer 
reckon  to  be  unlawful  or  unclean  ;  thereby  defigning 
to  fhew  him,  that  God  had  taken-  away  the  prohibi¬ 
tions  concerning  fome  kinds  of  meat,  and  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  Jews  and  Gentiles  y  which  was  kept  up 
by  means  of  thefe  pofitive  laws  j  fo  that  Pftfr  might 

H  2  fafely 
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fafely  eat  any  thing  that  (hould  be  fet  before  him,  and 
ought  freely  to  convert  with,  ana  preach  the  gofpd  to, 
the  uncircumcifed  Gentile*. 


it  TMs  wu  ,i 6  This  wonderful  feene  was  repeated  three  tines, 
done  thnw:  and  one  3/tcr  another,  to  allure  him  that  the  vihon  was  cer- 
.  edvrd  up  again  tain,  and  to  engage  his  attention  to  it  $  and  then  the 
into  heaven,  great  bag  was  drawn  up  from  the  earth  to  heaven,  to 
iignify  that  believing  Tinners  of  all  ranks,  degrees,  and 
nations,  ihouid  be  received  up  to  glory. 

T7  Now  while  17  Now  when  the  vifion  was  ovct,  as  Peter  was  fe- 
d.wbteH  in  rioufly  debating,  and  at  a  lots  in  his  own'  thoughts  a* 
v*fiu«  which'  i<  bout  the  meaning  of  what  had  been  in  fo  furprizmg 
had  f«n  JhotiM  a  manner  prefen  fed  to  him,  God  having  not  yet  ex* 
meo'Vwch^'CT6  P*a*ne^  *r»  °hferve  how  admirably  the  wifdom  of  Pro- 
foii  /rom'coT"^  vidence  ordered  a  concurrence  of  circuinftances  to  fa- 
Fat  had  ramie  in-  tisfy  him  about  it.;  The  meffengers  that  were  fent  by 
q«;ry  for simon’*  Cornelius,  having  inquired  out  the  houfe  of  Simon  the 
before  ihe'gae,0  *»»ner,  at  which  Peter  lodged,  were  then  arrived,  and 
actually  handing  at  the  door,  or  porch.  (»«***■) 
t*  And  eitldt,  18  And  fpeaking  to  feme  of  the  family,  they  -defi- 

s^in^wdfw**  ret* to  ^now  them,  whether  one  Simon,  a  certain  fa- 
hrnamtd  Paer*!  m°us  man,  wbofc  firnaroe  was  Peter,  dwelt  there,  and 
wme  lodged  there.'  were  within  ;  and  whether  he  were  at  leifure  for  them 
to  wait  upon  him,  or  not. 

while  pew  1 9  Whilil,  1  lay,  Peter  was  remraating  upon  the 
thocjrhronthevi-  vilion,  and  perplexed  in  his  mind  about  it,  as  the  vir- 

ftUnbihinK  £'n  /V4.7  was  when  tbc  falnted  b«»  {Luke  i.  19. J 
hold,  three  men  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  by  an  extraordinary  afflatus, 
fcek  thee.  powerfully  and  diftin&ly  fuggefled  to  him  an  unexpec¬ 

ted  fall,  and  fame  thoughts  upon  it,  which  narurslly 
led  the  way  to  his  umlerflanding  the  dcfign  of  his  vi- 
fion,  faying,  Obferve  Cnmethtng  now  oecurs,  that  will 
explain  what  you  have  ieen  and  heard:  At  this  very  in- 
flam,  three  men  are  come  up  to  the  door  of  this  houfe, 
with  an  important  errand  to  you,  and  are  inquiring  af- 


19  Arifc  there¬ 
for*,  and  get  thee 
<Wvu  ,  and  go 

vl^: 

in*  nothing  r  for 
L  have  fait  them. 


ter  you-  ^ 

-  20  Make  hafte  therefore,  and  go  down  to  them ;  and, 
though  they  arc  uncircumcifed  Gentiles,  make  110  feru- 
ple  of  freely  converfing,  and  going  along  with  them,  as 
if  it  were  unlawful,  -or  inexpedient ;  and  fear  not  any 
danger  from  the  men  you  are  to  go  with,  ncrr  from  the 
Jews ,  on  that  account :  For  tfaefe  men  are  come  in  con- 
fetjeence  of  express  orders  *,  which  I  have  giveu  to 
their  mailer,  who  has  fent  them  on  a  fpecial  meffage  to 


NOTH. 


yon-. 


*  The  Spirit’,  frying  this  he  hid  fent  tltem  -to  Peter.;  and  is.thofe  wot  pcrbnri 
tltefe  .mefoeg.Ts,  v.b  tiding  upon  Irimfcir  and  divine  action*  of  the.  Holy  Ghuu,  tb*y 
the  liile  sruJ-'*orh  of  Gttd,.  whn  dilpstched  Ibev'Um  to  befbeh  ■  per  Km  as  is  ilfoGoi 
the  angd  to  Goraefas,  to  order  him  to  find 


Cb. 
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you ;  and  this  (hall  be  your  fufficient  warrant  for  com¬ 
plying  with  their  rcqueft,  whatsoever  others  may  object 
agaiuft  it.  t 

si  Then  jt  Then  Peter*  being  fully  Satisfied,  that  what  he 

me? ^d>(w«re  bad  feen  and  heard,  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner,  was 
lent  uato  him  from  God,  went  down  immediately,  in  obedience  to 
from  Cwndio*,  the  heavenly  order,  to  fpeak  with  the  -meffengers  that 
i'»m  be’Jhumye  vrcre  eome  from  ComcRtu,  and  to  learn  all  he  could 
feet;  what  k  the  from  them,  that  might  give  him  further  light  about  the 
ciufewherrfortye  (pedal  and  determinate  meaning  of  the  vifiim  J  and  in 
e“me '  order  thereunto,  as  loon  as  he  law  them,  who  by  this 
time  had  juft  arrived  at  the  houfe,  [chap.  xi.  11.)  he 
faid.  Behold,  I  am  the  man  whom  ye  have  been  in¬ 
quiring  for  ;  On  what  account,  Ipray  you,  are  ye  come 
hither,  and  what  is  your  buGoefs  with  me  ? 

'  *»  And  they  22  And  they  replied,  Our  errand  to  you.  Sir,  is  this: 

Corneihttt  a  Roman  officer,  who  has  an  hundred  foldi¬ 
ng  11,311110(^11131  ere  under  his  command*  a  man  of  great  probity,  who, 
fcareth  God,  and  tho*  an.uncucurodfcd  Centite,  is  a  profylcte  of  the  gate, 
moSlZTwi-  anda  "Kguras  worfliipper  of  the  God  of  Ifratl* 
on  of  the  Jews,  and  ha$_an  univerfally  good  character,  for  piety,  juf- 
v,j5  w.irasd  from  rice,  and  charity,  among  the  Jeivs  themfelves  ;  while 
angtl  to  fr«J  hf  tIl,s  wortby  perfon  was  praying  in  his  houfe,  at  one  of 
rti«  into  hit  the  JeviiJb  hours  of  devotion,  {wr.  30.)  he  was  fisvour- 
faoufr,andtohc3r  rd  with  an  heavenly  vtlion  of  an  holy  angel,  whom  God 
wor:.* thee,  difpatched  to  him, -and  by  whom  he  ordered  him  to 
fendlmeflengers  to  you  hy  name  ;  telling  him  the  very 
boqfe  where  you  lodged,  {ver.  6.)  and  that  you,  co¬ 
ming  to  him,  (hould  give  him  inftru&tions  about  the 
way  of  fal  ration.  {Chap.  xi.  (4.) 

Then  tall-  23  Then  he  oourteoully  invited  the  men,  though 
wcre  fereantt»  t0  walk  further  into  the  houfe  t 
Awl oi/Vhe  mot-  and  entertained  them  there  that  nighr,  that  he  might 
row  Pda-  went  a-  fiiew  his  hofpitality  ro  them,  and  might  have  the  better 
and  omin^bK^  opportunity  of  informing  himfelf,  yet  more  fully,  about 
ilirrn  from  jop-  Cornelius’s  charter,  and  what  hadpafleH  between  the 
pa  acrompsaieJ  angel  and  him*.  And  the  next  morning  Peter*  without 
any  hefitancy  in  his  own  mind,  cheerfully  went  along 
with  them  to  their  mailer  j  .aiid  fix  of  his  Chriflian  bre¬ 
thren,  Jevtifb  converts  ar  Joppa*  attended  him,  {chap* 
xi.  12.)  that  they  might  fliew  their  nfpi£t(  and  be  af« 
liftant,  if  needful,  to  him ;  but  chiefly  th.it  they  might 
have  the  benelit  of  his  converfation ,  and  be  eye  witnef- 
fes  of  what  might  pafs  between  the  centurion  and-him, 
and  vindicate  it  afterwards  to  the  JnvtJb  Chriitians,  if 
there  {hould  be  occafton. 

>»An4dK<n*r-  24  And  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day,  {ver.  30.)  which 
ifttr  they  el-  followed  their  felting  out  from  Joppa*  they- arrived  at 
wre<l  Cefarta  j 


ii8  The  Acts  cf  the  Apostles  purupbrafcd.  Ch.  u 


tercd  into  Cefi* 
1X4,  And  Cor- 
ndio(  waked  (or 
ijwm  ,  and  bad 
exiled  together  bu 
kiufmcn  and  near 
friend* 


%S  A itd,  as  Pe¬ 
ter  vat  enmLng 
Iu,  Cornet  m*  mtt 
him, and  fclldovn 
at  h;s  feet  ,  and 
worihippe  J  Ititn, 


%6  But  Pdcr 
took  npt  Cit¬ 
ing,  Hund  up:  l 
myielf  a)fi>  «m  4 
ttau. 


%*t  And,  u  he 
hiked  riib  him, 
he  vent  in,  and 
found  many  rbu 
were  come  toge¬ 
ther. 


%S  And  he  f*id 
pnio  them  *  Ye 
know  how  that  it 
h  an  unlawful 
thing  for  a  man 
that  ii  a  Jew  to 
kcq^  co  tnpaxiy  * 
or  come  unto  one 
of  another  naii* 
nn:  hut  Gtvihath 
Qteu?d  rp*  that  [ 
(hoiijd 


Ctcfarea ;  and,  going  to  Cornelius’s  houfe,  found  him 
waiting  iq  expectation  of  them  \  and  with  him,  feveral 
of  his  relations  and  mod  intimate  friends  and  acquain¬ 
tance,  yhom  he.  like  a  good  man,  who  was  concerned 
for  their  falvation,  as  well  as  his  own,  had  got  together, 
that  they  might  p:trtakc  of  the  important  indruftions, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  communicated  to  them. 

25  And  as  Peter  was  entering  the  houfe,  Cornelius, 
having  notice  of  his  arrival,  ran  with  great  eagernefs  to 
meet,  and  bid  him  welcome',  and,  throwing  himfclf 
down  proflrate  at  his  feet,  he  expre&ed  the  highed  re¬ 
verence  for  him  *,  as  one  fern  in  an  extraordinary  man* 
ner  from  God,  with  a  fpedal  meflage  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fcquence  to  him. 

26  But  the  apoftle  Peter,  detefting  all  appearance  of 
religious  adoration  being  offered  to  a  creature,  indantly 
flrttched  forth  his  hand,  and  railed  him  up  from  the 
ground,  faying,  with  holy  refentmenr,  and  jealoufy  for 
the  divine  glory,  Get  up  immediately;  fuch  homage  as 
this  is  not  doe  to  me,  neither  wili  I  receive  it:  Fori 
myfelf,  like  yon,  am  no  more  than  a  mere  man,  tho’ 
honoured  with  a  commifCon  from  God  to  his  people, 
and  now  particularly  to  you. 

27  Hereupon,  itill  farther  to  take  off  the  centurion’s 

fear,  and  incrcafe  bis  hopes,  he  converfed  familiarly 
wilh  him,  ttm)  though  he  was  an  uncircum- 

eifed  Gentile-,  and,  going  into  the  houfe,  he  met  with 
a  confitleryble  number  of  people,  who  were  gathered  to¬ 
gether  there,  by  Cornelius’s  invitation,  (ven  24.)  to 
hear  what  the  apofilc  had  to  fay  to  them. 

28  Then,  to  take  off  the  prejudices  of  the  company, 
who  might  wonder  to  fee  him  fo  free  in  talking  with  an 
uncircumcifed  Gentile,  he  faid,'  Tedoubtlcfs  cannot  but 
be  very  fenliblc,  that  the  Msfaic  law  having  made  a 
difference  between  Jrwi  and  Gentiles,  the  (trained  in¬ 
terpretations,  and  the  Traditions  of  the  elders,  have  fo 
far  widened  the  breach  between  them,  as  to  pronounce 
it  aq  abominable  crime  (*®w**)  for  any  native  Jew,  to 
aflbeiate  with,  or  come,  in  a  friendly  and  familiar  man¬ 
ner,  inro  the  houfe  and  company  of  one  of  a  different 
nation  and  religion ;  and  I  have  long  been  of  that  opi¬ 
nion 


H  o  T  E. 

*  Ii  feems,  liy  Trier  %  awfiw*,  that  it  was  that  opportunity  to  (hew  his  ora  modedy, 
not  merely  fuch  civil  rtfyeil  as  was  ulbally  sad  bis  oner  dcrertatinn  of  every  thing,  thu 
paid  to  ^rnt  jsrn ;  bur  that  U  was  relif  ioia  'carried  the  Iwfl  sppiatmtc  of  gjting  that 
tlaniio'i  wiiich  Gumelin  1  oCTorc-i  m  huu,  honour  to  a  creature  which  it  due  to  Cod 
whom-  he  portiblj*  took  for  the  MefBali,  er  o.-Jy;  a*  the  anpl  did,  wheat  the  apJritSa 
in<-jrn*fe  Cod.  But  whether  it  were  nnder  (owtethine  of  a  like  miltake  of 

civil  ur  iL'tipiuiis  jnirflvp,  which  I  here  left  oitti  foe  Chriil,  oiftred  to  worlhip  fain,, 
BiiJmrtnjricd  in  the  Fiirsphrejcj  Feitr  took  J!(w.  lilt-  10.  and  3111. 


%$  Therefore 
came  T  wito  pit  t 
nfitbout  gaiufty* 
injj,  zi  foon  as  I 
wufciu  for:  talk 
theicforefnr  what 
inrcntyeliaYciciit 
for  me } 
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fhould notcallany  nion  myfelf :  But  God,  having  fee  up  a  new  difpenfa- 
Rui|^aiiiioa  or  tion  of  grace,  hath,  within  thefe  two  days  part,  Fully 
allured  me,  by  a  divine  and  undoubted  virion,  that  alt 
diftin&iom  of  nations  are  now  to  have  an  end,  and  that 
no  man  is  any  longer  to  he  exd  Jded  from  his  covenant, 
or  to  be  deemed  profane,  or  even  ceremonially  impure, 
merely  on  account  of  his  being  a  Gentile . 

29  I  therefore  readily  came  to  offer  my  fervice  to 
you*  without  any  farther  fcruple  or  objr&ion  in  my 
own  mind  againft  it,  as  foon  as  ever  I  perceived  by  the 
meffengers,  (whom  1  met  with  immediately  after,  and 
according  to,  the  intimations  given  me  in  the  vihon, 
Mr*  19,  20,  at.)  that  I  was  fent  f.  r,  and  that  God 
would  have  me  come  hither :  And  now,  that  I  may  be 
more  fully  and  particularly  led  into  bis  mind  and  wiU 
in  this  cafe,  I  beg  you  would  pleafe  to  tell  me  plainly, 
what  were  your  motives  and  ends  tn  fending  for  me, 
and  what  is  it  that  ye  expe£t  from  'me  ? 

30  Then  Cornelius  rchearfed  the  whole  matter  to 
him,  and  faid,  Being  convinced  in  my  confcieoce,  that 
the  God  of  Ifrael  1$  the  only  true  God,  I  ftatedly  wor- 
ihip  him  at  the  Jewijb  hours  of  prayer,  and  am  a  care* 
ful  obfervef  of  every  other  duty  of  a  moral  nature,  fuch 
as  faffing  and  alms-deeds,  which  I-defire  to  perform  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  may  be  moff  acceptable  to  God, 
waiting  for  (till  further  light  about  his  will :  According¬ 
ly,  for  the  greater  folemnity  of  my  devotion,  and  deeper 
humiliation  of  my  foul  before  the  Lord,  I  four  days  a- 
go  kept  a  faff,  and  continued  without  tatting  any  thing, 
till  this  hour  of  the  day,  and  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when,  you  know,  the  evening  facrifices  are 
offering  in  the  Jrsuifb  temple,  I  went  to  prayer  in 
my  family  *  who  are  like  wife  worth!  ppers  of  tbe  fame 
God  with  myfelf,  {ver*  a.)  and,  immediately  upon 
oiy  having  prayed  for  divine  guidance  in  his  ways,  he, 
to  my  awful,  and  yet  happy  furprize,  mercifully  favour¬ 
ed  me  with  the  vilion  of  an  angel,  who,  whiltt  I  was 
broad  awake,  flood  by  me  in  the  form  of  a  man,  ar¬ 
rayed  with  fplcndid  robes  of  glory,  like  an  inhabitant 
of  the  heavenly  world, 

31  And  he  accofted  me  in  the  moff  friendly  and  en¬ 
couraging  manner,  faying,  Cornelius,  your  hurahle  pe¬ 
tition  for  further  difeoveries  of  God,  and  of  the  way 
of  falvation,  is  gracioufly  heard  and  anfwercd  j  anil 
your  charitable  diftributions  to  the  poor  are  had  in  fa¬ 
vourable 

NOTE. 

*  Otxfii  fir  in  my  httf^  anfwtrs  to  wj  was  probaKly^oi  frere*,  nr  rloftt,  hm  /*- 
mvr*  with  hii  hcujt%\vcr*  1.)  where  it  roani*  rnij  prayer,  itat  the  centurion  was  then  ra* 
lefiif  fignific*  hit  penaij  ;  and  therefore  il  itt< 


30  And  Corne¬ 
lius  Grid  ,  Poor 
day*  ago  i  was 
filling  untH  this 
hour,  and  at  the 
nint  hour  1  pray¬ 
ed  in  my  hnu1e» 
sod  ,  behold  ,  a 
mao  flood  before 
me  in  bright  d<^ 
thing. 


31  And  Aid, 
Cornelius  ,  thy 
prayer  U  heard  , 
and  thine  aims  are 
ludjii  remeniber* 
aoce 


no 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostle*  par&pkrafed. 


Cb.  x. 


Peter  :  he  h  lort- 
j;ed  tn  the  bottle 
uf  tec  5>imon  a 
latiJHjr  j  by  the 
irt-fitic  ;  who  , 
■  when  he  enrneth, 

ftall  uut<4 

ihw* 


3j  Tmmedlatc- 


plj  things  thji  are 
Commanded  thep 
©f  Gud» 


pn«e  in  the  fight  vourable  remembrance  before  the  throne  of  God,  who 
of  Cod.  fees  your  very  heart,  and  the  principles,  motives,  ant) 

ends,  that  influence  and  govern  yon. 
u  Sena  there-  32  I  therefore  am  difpatchcd  from  heaven,  to  order 
^IfhHivcrSimonl  you  t0  f«;d  me  Hungers  forthwith  to  the  town  called 
whoife  firnsoie  is  Joppa  ■,  and  there  let  them  inquire  for  one  Simon ,  who 
is  ftrnamed  Peter,  and  defire  him  to  come  hither; 
And,  to  allure  you  that  this  is  a  divine  admonition, 
and  that  they  may  certainly  find  him,  I  now  tell  you, 
that  he  is  at  prefent  entertained,  as  a  gaeft,  in  the  houfie 
of  another  Simortt  who  is  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  lives 
upon  the  fea-fliore  there ;  He  is  commiftioned  of  Go.d 
to  declare  his  mind  and  will ;  and,  when  he  comes,  be 
will  direct  you  to  the  only  Saviour,  and  (hew  you  the 

wny  etvrDnl  Jlfa  >1iMugh 

--  33. Hereupon  I,,  in  obedience  to  the  heavenly  vtfioit, 

lothcefaiuf  ihou  ^en:  10  Tou  without  delay  t  and  you  have  been  exceed* 
haft  well  done  ing  kind  to  us,  as  well  as  faithful  to  your  great  Lord, 
slut  thou  art  jn.  coming  hither  *  And  fince  yon  ate  now  come,  by  dw 
ta*C’are°'"Je  C»H  vine  order,  with  a  meflageof  the  utmoft  confequence, 
Iwre  prefent  be-  we  all,  whom  you  fee  alTembled  together,  are  met  in  a 
fare  God,  tu  h^r  religious  manner  to  prefent  ourfelves  before  God,  in 
hi s  fear,  and  with  nope  m  hifl  mere}*  looking  upon 
nurfclves  to  be  under  ms  immediate  eye,  and  in  bis  fpe- 
rial  prefence,  who  knows  our  hearts,  that  we  may  fc* 
rioufly  attend  unto,  and  readily  receive  every  Thing, 
without  exception,  which  he  has  commilfioncd  you  to 
deliver  to  us,  whether  it  be  agreeable  to  our  former 
fentiments,  and  our  temporal  inlereds,  or  not. 

34  Then  Peter »  comparing  the  two  vifions  together, 
was  fully  fatisfied,  that  -  God  thereby  defigned  to  inti¬ 
mate,  that  the  gpfpel  fhonld  be  no  longer  confined  to 
the  Jeivifh  nation  i  accordingly  he  began  to  fpeak  to 
Cornelius  and  bis  friends,  with  great  ferioufnefs  and 
earnefinefs,  courage  and  freedom,  as  the  Lord  gave 
him  utterance,  faying,  Whatsoever  my  former  preju¬ 
dices  were,  I  am  now  abundantly  allured,  that  the 
£.reat  God  has  biokcn  down  the  middle  Wall  of  parti¬ 
tion,  which  was  between  the  Je-wt  and  Gmtiles,  and 
no  longer  regards  with  favour,  or.rejeiQs  with  abhor- 
cnce,  apy  perfons  whatfoever,  merely  on  account  cC 
their  nation,  family,  or  external  rircumfbnce*. 

35  But  of  what  country  or  people  foeverthey  be, 
the  man  f  who,  like  a  C entile  profelyte,  though  un- 

circum- 

T  E. 

Ear  as  J*fhr  hid  n«  nodqn,  iryet/of  the 
p>lpcl**  being  preaetol  to  thfidoUttou* 
tientifolw  ihear  ftlvaiun,  he  bupoi  rtafon* 

My 


14  Then  Peter 
Opcafelfrjt&oflth* 
jand  fjJd  ,  Of  a 
truth  !  perceive 
fhat  Qod  5s  re- 
jptfkr  oiptrto;i$: 


3J  Riit  in  every 
palHitt  ,  he  lEiat 
fcaktit 


N  ° 

f  This  fccihi  to  l>e  a  plain  deferipiion  of 
profcEytes  of  thcjfste,  fbeh  afc  Cvrucfim  and 
]*;*  jwiiil'  we»t'r  (^ct  tliv  npie  <m  w.  i*J 
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(eireilihlmt  tad 
<*ork«h  righto* 
oumdij*  accept* 
ed  with  him. 


ytf  The  ward 
whH;h  God  feut 
pm**  the  children 
of  Ifr*d»  patch¬ 
ing  p«ee  by  Je- 
fa*  OrHt,  (Ire  i* 
Lord  oi  iilf) 


3T  That  word 
you  know, 
which  wis  pnb- 
Ltihcd  throughout 
ail  Judea,  and  be¬ 
gan  from  Gali¬ 
lee,  after  the  bap* 
tJm  which  John 
preached ; 


ctrpumcifcd,  b  a  religious  worlhipper  of  the  true  God* 
juid  attends  to  the  duties  of  moral  obligation,  fuch  as 
failing  and  alms-deeda,  which  are  a  part  of  righteouf- 
oefs,  {Pfal.  cxii.  9.)  as  well  as  prayer,  is  fo  far  agree* 
abletotbe.difuie  perfections  atfd  will,  and  fi>  far  ac¬ 
cepted  of  God,  ,  as  to  b«  freely  admitted  to  bear  and  re- 
ceire  the  gofpd,  in  order  to  his  being  laved. 

36  Even  that  gofpel,  which  God  has  fent  by  the  mi- 

mftrations  of  hia  ferrants  in  the  foil  place,  and  hither¬ 
to  only,  to  the  Jews*  preaching  the  glad 

tidings  of  the  noblcll  peace,  indufive  of  reconciliation 
with  himfelf,  and  of  all  fpiritual  harmony  and  happi- 
nefs,  through  the  merit  and  mediation  of  the  anoint¬ 
ed  Saviour.  (He,  as  a  divine  perfon,  is  the  author, 
proprietor,  and  governor  of  the  whole  creation)-  -all 
things. being  made  by  him  and  for  hint,  {Col,  i.  16.) 
and  he,  as  vetted  with  office-authority  in  human  nature, 
has  power  over  all  fleih.;  and,  being  exalted  far  above 
all  principality  and  power,  is  head  over  all  things  to  the 
church,  {Eph,  i.  31,  22.)  has  all  perfons  and  things  on 
earth,  and  all  the  devils  in  hell,  under  his  command 
and  conicoul ;  is  Lord  of  Jems  and  Gentiles  }  and  will 
be  the  univerfal  judge  at  the  laft  day.) 

37  Ye  who  live  in  PaUJlinet  which  has  been  for  fir- 
veral  years  the  grand  ftage  of  action  relating  to  the 
Meffiah,  mull  needs  know  fometbing  of  this  word  of 
peace,  which  was  fpread  abroad,  and  early  talked  of, 
in  alTthe  cities,  towns,  and  villages  of  Judea>  purfe- 
ant  to  its  haring  been  firft  publiflied  in  Galilee :  And 
this  was  foon  after  John  the  Baptitl  bad  prepared  the 
way  for  ir,  hy  his  baptizing  with  water,  and  preaching 
the  do£hinc  of  repentance  and  remilfion  of  fins,  thro* 
the  approaching  Mefliah,  {Mark.  i.  4.)  whom  be  at 
length  openly  {hewed,  and  recommended  once  and  a- 
gaip  to  the  people,  that  they  might  believe  in  him. 
{John  i,  29,-36.) 

38  Ye 

NOTE. 


ably  be  fiipprxTeA  to  have  meant,  that  all  to  he  admitted  to  an  enjoyment  of  the  pri- 
perlbni  who  fervt/1  God  according  to  their  rikge  of  the  gofpel  for  their  own  faUatioo  ^ 
prefect  light,  whaifecra  their  idighm  ud  that  tbetr  fearing  God,  and  working 
wera,  Axyrfd  be  accepted  of  him  lo  eitrnal  mhteouftieft,  at  fair  a*  it  wera,  waa  agree- 
iife ;  And  the  apoftle  Pttrft  being  font  to  able  to  Ihc  perfections  and  *>111  of  God, 
Ctraettvs,  to  tell  him  Wi  Thereby  bt  uni  thottjh  it  did  oot  give  them  a  claim  lo  ctcr* 
nil  bit  hett/e  jtwu/d  k  fcvi xtf  id,  14.}  ud  life,  any  more  than  the  peahen  rand  be* 

in  limiter  that  e«n  my  were  not  already  in  coming  bciuyioiir  of  a  condemned  rebel, 
a  flare  of  fatvaiioii,  according  to  the  fenor  which  u  pleating  to  hie  prince,  can  emitfe 
of  the  gofpel 5  but  were  to  he  brought  injo  him  to  a  pardon  of  ills  crime,  and  to  higia 
ir,  by  means  of  the  gofpd.  1  therefore  fa  vow  and  honour#  in  his  kingdom;  hur, 
take  it,  that  the  acceptance,  here  Jjtffccn  of,  for  wife  codi  of  government,  the  prince 
rehtc*  chiefly,  if  not  only,  to  theprofclj  tc*  may  never! hdef*  onto  hity  to  be  exeottcjl 
pf  the  gate  bring  fo  fur  acrcjUal  of  pod,  as  for  hit  icbcUjoqt 
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?s  Ho»  God  38  Ye,  I  fey,  cannot  but  have  heard  at  leaf},  ho* 
apparently,  powerfully,  and  renmkablv,  God  the  Fa- 
Holy  Gholf,  and  ther,  cod  fee  rated,  authorized,  and  qualified  that  famous 
with  power;  w,So  perfon  for  the  Meffiah’s  office,  by  a  viiible  defeent  and 
*  ndhfSlnf  unmeafurable  effiifiou  of  the  Holy  GhoA  upon  him  at 
■I)  1  ha*  wen*  «p>  his  baptifm,  who  was  commonly  Known  by  the  name 
prcflid  of  tfcc  tie-  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  and  was  indeed  brought  up  at 
uith  ££*  ***  ^ar  city,  {Luke  tv.  16.)  and  who  thereupon  travelled  a- 
bout  from  place  to  place,  and  laboured  indefatigable,  hy 
his  preaching  and  miracles,  in  doing  good  to  tbc  fouls 
and  bodies  of  men,  and  In  relieving  and  recovering, 
not  only  thofe  that  were  lick  with  divers  difeafes,..bur 
even  all  that  were  corporally  pofleffed  and  cruelly  tor* 
men  ted  by  the  devil,  and  were  brought  to  him  for  a 
cure,  {Luke  iv.  40,  41.  and  Mattb.  tv.  24.  where  fee 
the  note*}  For,  as  is  abundantly  evident  from  all  this, 
God  was  Angularly  prrfent  to  concur  with,  and  fliew 
his  approbation  of,  this  wonderful  Saviour. 

w  And  we  are  39  And  we,  the  apoftfes  of  this  great  aud  glorious 

<?nriEV0K  t  Lor‘1>  together  with  many  others  of  his  difciples,  were 
asd"?both.in  the  eye  and  ear-witneffes  of  all  the  great  and  beneficent 
land  of  the  Jews,  things  which  he  fpake  and  didin  all  the  provinces  of 
Jfraet ,  and  particularly  in  Jerufatem  itfelf  ;  where,  at  a 
sLnd[han^l  ml  °f  general  concourfe,  the  Jews  barbs roufly  infult- 
tree :  ed,  abufed,  and  vilified  him,  till  at  length  they  mur¬ 

dered  him,  by  putting  him  to  the  mod  ignominious, 
painful,  and  accurfed  death  of  the  crofs,  without  the 
gates  of  the  city,  as  the  bodies  of  the  facrifices,  which 
typified  him,  were  burnt  without -the  camp.  {Heb.  xiii. 
11,  12.} 

40  Him  God  4°  Hot  (till,  to  fliew  that  he  was  accepted  of  God 

railed  «p  the  third  his  Father,  not  only  in  all  that  he  had  faid  and  done, 
Bn  butlikswife  in  his  fufferingg  unto  death,  and  that  re- 

mo  **  conciliation  was  made,  and  Divine  Juftice  was  fully  fa- 

tisfied  thereby,  for  the  fins  of  all  that  fliould  believe  in 
him,  God,  in  a  judicial  capacity,  took  him  fromprifm 
and  from  judgment,  { IJa .  iiii.  8.)  by  raifing  him  00  the 
third  day  from  the  dead  ;  And  to  encourage  and  con¬ 
firm  our  faith  in  him,  who  was  delivered  for  our  off  ra¬ 
ce/,  and  raifed  again  for  our  jujiif cation,  {Horn.  iv.  15-} 
his  Father  «!»•»,«■»»  ?«»«*■*)  granted  that  he  fltould 

be  tnanifeffed  alive,  after  his  paffion,  to  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  in  the  moft  vifible  and  demon fiiative 
manner. 

41  Noe  to  *11  41  Not,  indeed,  as  he  was  before,  and  at  bis  croci- 

the  people  bve  fixii.11,  to  the  whole  multitude  of  the  Jews,  the  rulers, 

u,,to  priefls,  -and  common  people  in  general}  No,  they  had 
defpifed  and  dbilinately  rrjefied  him,  in  defiance  of  the 
plentiful  evidence  be  bad  given  of  bis  being  the  true 

.  ■  vi-nuk 
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untovilneAi^ 
fvn  before  of  Gt*l, 
to  us,  who 
<lid  at  aod  drink 
with  him  after  he 
ioCc  from  die 

dtltl* 


4\  And  he 
commanded  Of  to 
pmch  unto  the 
people  ,and  to  tef- 
lify  that  k  h  he 
which  wjtorltt  ti¬ 
ed  ot'God^^ihe 

jndge 


Meffiah  ;  sod  when  plain  informations  were  afterward* 
given  them-  of  hia  being  rilen,  according  to  his  own 
predictions,  fame  of  them  contrived,  and  others,  joined 
in  entettaining  and  propagating  a'  fenfeleu  and  malici¬ 
ous  ftory  to  ftifle  the  beiief  of  it,  ( Matt,  xxviii.  1 1, — - 
15.)  and  fo  forfeited  the  privilege  of  ever  feeing  him 
again,  and  fhewed  themfelves  to  be  refoluttJy  deter¬ 
mined,  not  to  be. convinced  at  any  rate  whatsoever: 
Bnt  God,  in  his  infinity  wifdom  and  grace,  ordered 
his  appearing  corporally  to  a  fr.fUctene  number,  of  pro¬ 
per  and  unexceptionable  witnefles,  who  had  been  fttong- 
ly  prejudifed  againft,  and  were  very  hardly  brought  to 
believe  his  refurreftion,  even  to  above  five  hundred  bre¬ 
thren  at  oner,  (1  Cor .  xv.  6.)  as  well  as,  at  feveral  other 
times,  to  fucb  as  had  all  along  attended  him,  and  were 
perfectly  acquainted  with  hint,  and  had  been  before  ap¬ 
pointed  and  fet  apart  by  God  himfelf  and  our  Saviour, 
{John  xv.  t6.)  to  tefttfy  his  do&rine  and  miracles,  death 
and  rcfurre£tion,  even  to  us  the  apoflles,  who,  accord¬ 
ingly,  not  only  law  and  heard  him,  (t  John  i.  1.)  but 
olfo,  fexeral  times,  and  obce  particularly,  upon  hia 
own  hind  invitation  to  a  dinner,  did  eat  and  *  drink 
with  him  in  a  familiar  manner,  (Jehnxtu  12,  13,) 
after  he,  by  his  own,  as  well  as  by  his  Father’s  power, 
had  rofe  from  the  dead.  (John  ii.  19,  21.  and  x.  (8.) 

42  And  our  rifen  Lord  himfelf  gave  us  a  fpecial 
charge  and  commiflion  to  pieach  his  gofpel,  in  due  fea- 
fon,  to  every  reasonable  creature,  through  the  whole 
world,  as  we  might  have  opportunity  for  it,  (Mark'xxu 
15.);  and  (as  he  further  explained  his  commiflion)  to  be 
his  Viitneffes  both  in  Jervjahm,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in 
Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermofi  parts  of  the  earth . 
(Chap  i.  8.)  t  And  he  particularly  ordered  us  to  declare, 
that  he  is  the  true  and  long-expeded  Mefliah;  to  whom 
God  the  Father  has  committed  all  judgment,  (John  v. 
32.)  relating  to  tbc  temporal  and  eternal  concerns  of 
the  children  of  men  $  and  whom  he  has  appointed  to 
have  the  honour,  in  that  nature  which  was  crucified,  of 
being  the  Judge  of  the  whole  world,  both  of  all  that 

arc 


notes. 

•  Chrift  ut  In  the  preftnee  of  the  apo-  f  Though  Chrift'g  order  to  the  apolttre  to 
file*,  (Wf  ««i*.  4|-}  and,  it  font,  they  ttRify  this  enneerniug  him,  i*  not  enpnrftly 
fit  with  him  once  at  Ana  mu,  (Lvit  m  tie,  recorded  in  any  of  the  evange  lifts  ;  yr>,  a, 
30.)  and  another  time  at  the  tea  of  GjSUc,  in  tiw  forty  Hays  that  be  was  Teen  of  1'n.re, 
(  y-/Sa  xai.  9,-rif  ■) ;  and  as  tile  CKpreJTi'irs  between  hi,  trliirrrSjtin  and  a  ten  (ion  t,> 
there  ufal  were  commonly  pot  fora  whule  heaven,  he  Ipolce  of  the  things  pertaining 
meal,  (lee  <VJ  at  lb.  *v.  and  Lakevii.  3*. )  to  the  kingdom  of  Cod,  {chap.  i.  3.)  fo  the 
f»  the  a  pottle  Peter,  who  was  prcfetc,  at  apoftle  Ptur  here  tells  os,  that  this  was  one 
irafl  at  two  of  theft  interviews,  here  aflilfs  of  th<ift  IhingS- 
u<.  that  they  (!rs;i k,  as  well  as  eat  vi:h  him. 
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jud^eafqtiickan^  are  now  liviar,  and  that  are  already  dead  ;  and  of  all 
<lskJ*  that  (hall  be  found  alive  or  dead  at  his  fecond  appear* 

ing. 

•l|4thT°proj£rtJ  43  And  as  he  is  infinitely  worthy  of  this  honour,  fo 
•m «n<.-6,th*t]thn>*  it  i3  matter  of  great  encouragmcnt  to  think,  that  he 
hi*  name,  whofo-  will  be  our  judge  It  la  ft :  For,  to  refer  you  to  writing* 
Wm  ftlnVlui!"  w^*®h  ye,  as  profdytes  of  the  gate,  are  converfant  with, 
remidtun  of  fins,  the  general  current  of  the  antient  divinely  infpired  pro¬ 
phets,  in  all  their  records  of  typical  facrifices  and  pre¬ 
dictions  of  the  Meffiab’s  atoning  death,  centers  in  this, 
that  through  bis  mediation,  on  account  of  his  merit  and 
righteoufnds,  and,  by  his  advocacy  and  authority,  e- 
very  one,  be  he  Jew  or  Gentih ,  a  greater  or  leflet  (in¬ 
ner,  who,  under  a  deep  and  bumble  fenfe  of  his  own 
guilt  and  danger,  heartily  approves  of,  embraces,  and 
relies  upon  him,  as  the  divine  and  only  Saviour,  with¬ 
out  whom  he  muft  be  loft  for  ever,  (hall  be  actually, 
and  completely  forgiven  all  his  iniquities,  be  they  ever 
fo  heinous  or  many  ;  and  fo  (hail  (land  before  bis  judge 
with  fafety  and  joy  at  the  great  day. 

♦♦WbilvPrtCT  44  White  the  apofiJe  Peter  was  warmly,  and  autho- 
I'okK  the  Hdr  r*ta“vely  declaring  tbefe  folemn  and  delightful  things 
Ghoft  felt  oil  all  concerning  Chrift j  the  Holy  Ghoft  at  thar  very  inftant, 
frt  in  with  his  words,  to  own  them,  and  make  them 
*  *  '  effectual ;  infomucb  that  he  defeended  with  miracu¬ 

lous  gifts  and  powers  *,  as  well  as  gracious  influences 
upon  the  whole  company  of  GentUe  profdytes,  that 
were  there  prefect  to  hear  the  gofpel. 

4j  And  they  45  And  the  fix  believing  Jnust  even  all  that  acconi- 
on1,  uhich  belie-  Pamed  Peter  in  his  journey  to  this  place,  were  excevd- 
ved  ,  wck  alia-  ingly  ft  ruck  with  furpriae,  at  fuch  an  unexpected  and 
oilfacd  extraordinary  event ;  hecaufe,  dirc&ly  contrary  to  all 
their  notions  about  their  own  prerogative,  and  the  aban¬ 
doned  ' 


-  .  .  N  o 

*  5ir.ee  U  U  GM  in  the  ne*t  venc  but 
one,  (w,  4ff*J  that  they  fcahe  v*}th 
tnd  in  cbi.jt'  kL  1  j,  that  the  Holy  Gboji  fell 
tti  ,'jvjb,  a$  the  apcfUct  at  the  begun we  j 
icn'c  have  thought,  that:  the  Holy  Ghoft  de- 
feonded  upon  them  with  a  {bund  of  a  migh* 
1>‘  nulling  wind,  and  in  a  vtfiUlc  appearance 
of  doven  tongues  of  fire*  as  he  did  «c  firft 
on  the  Jewjh  difcipl«*  ii,  *t  j.)  0nt 
if  it  were  (he  believing  Jinw*  htiug  pre¬ 
fect  in  the  room,  muft  needs  have  known 
ir ;  and  it  is  much  that  no  exprefr  notice 
was  ia  fecit  of  this :  However,  it  u  certain, 
that  the  iioly  Gholt  was  poured  out  upeut 
Gyrtisfius  and  his  friends,  in  miraculous  gifts- 
a^d  opc.auoni ;  and  it  was  highly  proper 
that  h  lHr>uU  be  fo,  ac  thi  i  tie  ft  idtTo^uiftion 
at  the  giWp^l  to  the  Gentiles*  that  Go J  might 
opcaiy  unify4  his  acceptance  of  them,  to 


T  E. 

the  greater  fttfcraftioti  at  Peter*  in  hi*  hav¬ 
ing  come  in  to  them*  and  to  the  Irlendogof 
alftlic  objections  and  cavils  of  the  Jfttt  a- 
gain  ft  him  for  it ;  accordingly  he*  t»  j frr-  t*. 
aud  aftmrwjrd*,  (cbapr  xi  i  j, — t8.) 
cd  here  on  to  tor  theic  purpnicF,  with  indif. 
tiblc  force  of  tegument*  But*  that  liw 
Hot*  Gholt  llkewife  came  upon  them  with 
gr»e>otit»  renewing^  arid  finfltMog  influ¬ 
ence*  m»y  be  intimated  by  its  being  added, 
iwr.  4d*  that  they  ma^etfieJ  G*r;  and  hy 
Peter\  Gy  ing*  that  I  he  an^id  af  fared  C*  r*.\+ 
that  the  ftpefttt  ftctrfd  ftU  him 
whereby  be  end  ell  Hi  b&fe  jtauid  be  fired  j 
and  thnt  they  beiU xvd  qb  She  Lnrdfifi'  Chnd ; 
upon  which  the  Jrwt*  wbo  had 
a^.rinft  his  going  to  them*  fold,  'LheahniHH 
am  to  the  Gentiles  gftixicl  rfpcziijace  vst2 1 
{Cijp.  ri.  r4t  »j,  iS.) 
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pilfaed,  U  re  Any 
a*  came  wkh  Pc- 
wt  bccadfe  that 
nn  the  Gen  tilts 
jJfo  wu  poured 
•ax  the  gift  of  die 
llojy  Gnoft* 

46  For  they 
heard  them  fpeok 
v.ithtouguc*,  and 
magnify  GotT. 
I'li  anfwercd 
lJcier, 


4T  Can  any 
man  forbid  eater 
that  thde  (hould 
Tv»t  be  baptwd, 
which  hare  re¬ 
ceive;!  the  Holy 
&S  weU  as 
wc: 


49  Ami  he  com* 
mended  them  to 
i.s  baptized  m  the 
mmc  ofibtLord, 
Then 


doned  ftate  of  the  nations  round  about  them,  the  Holy 
Gholl  was  abundantly  (hed  down,  as  the  free  gift  of 
God,  in  a  miraculous  way,  on  Cornelius  and  ail  his 
Gentile  friends,  in  like  manner  as  he  had  been  before 
on  Je-wi/b  converts,  which  was  undeniably  raantfeft  by 
its  fupematural  effc&s. 

46  Tor  thefe  believing  Jems  heard  thefe  uncircutn- 
ci  icd  G entiles  utter  thcmfelves  in  various  languages  *, 
which  they  had  never  learnt  before  ;  and  were  ear-wit* 
itefles  of  their  extolling  the  praifes  of  the  Lord,  for  his 
unexne&ed  and  undeferved  mercy  to  them,  and  fpeak- 
ing  forth  the  great  things  of  God ‘3  infinite  love  amt 
gtace,  in  their  redemption  and  Cdvatibn  by  Jefus  ChnTt, 
with  high  exprdlions  of  faith,  adoration,  and  joy : 
Then  the  apoftle  Peter,  being  much  affefled  wirh  this 
glorious  difpen&tion,  and  obfervtng  how  his  Jeiuijb 
friends  were  ailontihed  at  it,  appealed  to  them,  faying, 

4/  Is  it  not  plain,  beyond  all  contradiction,  that 
God  has  now  taken  thefe  Gentiles  into  the  gofpei*  cove¬ 
nant  -f- ;  and  that  they  may,  and  ought  to  dc  baptized 
with  water,  who  have  already  been  baptized  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  in  his  being  poured  out  upon  them,  as 
certainly,  evidently,  and  in  like  manner,  as  he  has  been 
upon  omfclves?  Is  there  any  room  to  quefiion,  whether 
they  who  are  partakers  of  the  thing  figpified,  have  a 
right  to  the  inftituted  fign  and  teal  of  it  ?  Or  can  any 
be  jufily  offended  at  its  being  applied  to  them  ? 

48  And  as  this  was  fo  clear  3  point,  and  his  friends, 
as  well  as  he  himfelf,  were  lb  fully  convinced  of  it,  that 
they  had  nothing  to  objeft  againft  it,  he  ordered  J,  and 
took  care  that  thefe  favourites  of  heaven  fhould  be  bap¬ 
tized,  by  tbe  authority,  and  into  the  faith,  profdQon, 
woribip,  and  obedience  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the 
Son  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  of  loft  Tinners;  and  j{  To 

fhould 


NOTES, 

*  As  thy  with  tomci)  it  is  ptoha*  of  their  being  baptized  with  water*  that  it  is 
b\c  *hxt  they  were  dtftgncd  foe  mimflcrs  of  an  argument  for  it,  in  cafe  they  had  aoc 
tbe  jMjfpul,  and  had  this  gift  nmfmtd  upon  been  baprized  before;  and  fo  both  infant  and 
them,  to  enable  them  to  preach  10  people  of  adult  baptitin*  in  different  circumfUnm, 
OidUent  languages  wfaeiifacver  they  might  are  entirety  canftfteiu  under  the  gulpd-ftne. 
go*  |  Its  being  faSd,  chat  iVfcr  tummaudei 

f  The  pouring  out  of  the  HoJy  GKoft  up*  them  to  be  baptized,  fcems  to  import.  that 
on  them,  wai  an  etidcoft  of  their  being  ta*  it  vm  done  by  fomc  cf  the  believing  bre- 
hvn  imo  God’s  toraunt ;  and  the  a  pal  tie's  thrift*  of  the  circumdfion  wl*o  actended  him* 
argnio*  from  thence*  that  they  ought  to  be  they*  probably,  being  Tninift;r$*  and  not 
bapciis'd,  intimites,  on  the  one  band,  that  iitt mediately  by  his  own  hands ;  Though, 
they  whoaretAen  into  the  gofpel-co^eDanr,  perhaps,  his  coni  mat? ding  them  to  be  Uip- 
and  are  under  the  promife  of  the  Spirit*  have  tiled  may  only  mean,  (hat  he  cpmmaj'd&l 
a  right  to  the  iign  and  Teal  thereof  in  bap-  water  to  be  provided  tor  bapiifmg  them. 
tTf*n;  and,  on  that  other,  the  perfcn*  hav-  |j  Cretins  observes,  ihat*  in  fin.-  tutm* 
ing  the  inward  Iiaptifm  of  the  Spirit*  is  fo  Cbrljt  U  tacitly  umhrftood  the  Fstbrr%  who 
fir  from  being  an  argument  sgaiuft  the  need  anointed  him  eitd  iht  fciJi  uuoia  he 
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Tbeopmycdt hey  {hould  be  folemnly  devoted  to  him,  together  with  the 
uda  Father,  who  had  poured  out  his  Spirit  upon  them,  and 

the  Ho!  y  Ghoft,  who  had  wonderfully  wrought  in  them : 
Which  being  done,  the  new  converts  earnettly  intreated 
Peter  to  continue  with  them  for  feme  time,  that  they 
might  be  ftiil  further  inftrufied,  ftrengthened,  edified, 
and  comforted  by  bis  miniftrariotfs* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


How  good  is  it  for  us  to  draw  near  to  G&d,  who  is  the  only  objrft  of  religions 
worihip*  and  is  to  be  addrtfled  as  fuch  in  our  families,  as  well  as  iecrct  retire¬ 
ments!  They  that  truly  fear  him,  will  be  eonfeieuliom  in  the  performance  of  all 
ada  of  piety  aud  morality,  according  to  what  faith  aiul  light  they  have ;  and  will 
be  importunate  in  their  prayers  for  further  guidance  in  his  And  though 

thefe  regards  to  God  and  duty,  arc  not  the  rtgbtcotifnefa  by  which  any  of  us  are 
juftified  in  bis  tight,  or  For  the  fake  of  which  we  can  claim  eternal  lite ;  yet,  ad 
far  as  they  are  bund  in  us,  they  are  agreeable  to  his  perfections  and' wilt ;  and, 
though  attended  with  great  obfairity,  they  lye  as  a  memorial  before  his  throne 
of  grace,  for  good ;  Yea,  they  are  accepted  of  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  ra* 
thcr  that)  the  fouls  that  tbua  fear  him  fhall  pcrifli,  far  lack  of  the  knowledge 
of  t  hrift,  he  will  difpatch  a  meflenger  from  heaven*  to  put  them  into  the  way  of 
being  acquainted  with  him  by  the  word  of  the  gulpel:  But  God  has  appointed 
bis  gofpel  to  be  preached,  not  by  angels,  but  by  men,  who  are  commanded 
to  teftify,  among  other  things,  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  anointed  to,  and  owned  of 
God  in  the  Mefltah’s  office,  as  an  evidence  of  which,  he  went  about  doing  good* 
and  working  miracles  of  power  and  mercy  of  every  kind;  that  he,  at  length, 
was  put  to  death,  and  hung  upon  a  tree,  under  the  cur  ft  of  the  law  ;  that,  as  he 
died  to  make  atonement  for  (in,  he  rofe  again  for  the  jnftification  of  all  that  be* 
lieve  in  him,  and  that  he,  in  h Is  human  nature,  is  appointed  by  God  the  Father 
to  be  the  judge  of  the  whole  world  at  the  fait  day*  How  awful  aud  endearing  is 
his  charader,  as  the  only  Saviour  and  Lord  of  all,  to  whom  give  all  the  prophets 
witnefs,  that  through  his  name,  whoever  believes  in  him,  (hall  receive  remtffion 
of  fins!  Happy  fouls,  that  arc  brought,  by  Divine  Providence,  under  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  peace  by  Jeftis  Chrift,  with  a  deflgn  of  fpeciai  grace  toward  them,  and 
-who  appear  before  God,  to  hear  what  he  has  to  fay  to  them,  with  reverence  aod 
attention,  with  all  readinefa  of  mind  to  receive  it,  and  with  an  expectation  of  fa¬ 
cing  benefit  by  it !  The  Holy  Gholt  loves  to  own,  honour,  and  faJ  in  with  fuch 
miniftrations,  and  fuch  attendances  upon  them ;  and  whttft  others  wonder,  thcr, 
who  arc  favoured  with  his  powerful  influence,  will  magnify  God  with  thaokigi- 
ving,  joy,  and  praife,  as  being  admitted  to  all  the  bltflings  and  privileges  of  the 
gofgel  ftau;  and  they  cannot  but  defire  to  be  more  and  more  acquainted  with 
them,  eftablifhed  in  them,  and  edified  by  them  :  And  O  with  what  ftirprifmg 
condefcenfion,  and  operations  of  providence  and  grace,  has  God  now  manrfdUd 
his  favour  to  Gentile  Aimers,  in  publiftung  his  gofpd,  and  making  it  effectual 
to  them*  which  at  firft  was  fawt  only  to  the  jfowj/  1  hey  are  now  no  longer  to 
be  deemed  unclean;  for  God  bas  no  refpect  of  perfons,  on  account  of  external 
characters  and  circumftr.nces  of  any  kind;  but  believers  of  all  nations  are  nuw 
vpou  a  level ;  and  baptifm,  inftead  of  circumciflon,  is  alike  the  initiating  fed  of 

Gods 


NOTE, 


was  anointed  to  his.  office  as  the  MdEah  ; 
and  this  may  be  the  i eafan  of  'm  being  jie- 
ne  rally  recorded  in  thbs  manner  in  the  ARt 
of  the  ap&fiUi.  And  as  thdr  Gc&fdt  profe- - 
lytw  of  the  gate  bad  before  believed  in  God 
the  Father,  and  could  not  but  no#  bUic*e 
In  the  Holy  Ghoft,  under  whole  powerful 
influence  they  felt  themfrives  to  be  sc  this 
very  timet  then:  wu  the  kU  used  of  taking 


notice  that  theyVcre  baptized  into  the  brlkf 
.  and  profciGun  of  the  Sacred  Three ; 
it  ta  nor  to  be  thought,  but  that  the  apatite 
kept  to  the  form  of  sdntinifterijig  the  ortii- 
r^noe  which  Chrift  him  ft  If  had  expreuly 
pLtfcribnl}  a*  to  be  dom  in  the  name.nf  the 
Fjihor,  and  of  the  San,  and.  of  the  Holy 
Gholt.  (Mi/k  xxviii.  i  j.)  See  the  nore 
on  tbap.  in  jk, 
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God's  corenant  to  all  that  are  taten  into  it.  How  earned  ttaratd  wc  be  in  in- 
qrjinng  after  the  onty  way  of  falvatkm  by  a  Redeemer !  How  concerned  that 
our  families  andfriendsmay  be  brought  into  it  with  ourfelm!  And  what  a  plea* 
fare  is  it  to  have  devout  and  faithful  femnts,  tint  maybe  trultod,  and  will  hear*, 
tily  join  with  us  in  fcrving  the  Lord!  How  readily  fhouitl  the  miniften  of  ChnR 
wherever  he  colls  them*  in  hopes  of  fuccefs,  whatfoever  difficulties  or  dif* 
couragements  may  lyc  iu  their  way!  And  how  worthy  are  they  to  be  entertained 
with  hofpitulity  and  rrieodfhip,  as  Peter  was  by  the  centurion*  aod  by  Simon, 
the  tanner  E 


CHAP*  XI. 

Peter  is  aceufed  bj  his  brethren  at  Jcrufalcm  for  gving  in  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  I, — 5**  He  makes  his  defence  tc  their  abundant  fotisfaHhn^ 
6> — 18*  The  gofpet  foreads  abroad  with  great  fucccfi  in  Antioch, 
an  dot  her  places  round  about  %  19,-21*  Barnatias  it  font *  and^Jind- 
ing  Paul,  guts  with  bim9  to  befp  forward  t be  good  work  tberiy  22,— 
26*  Agabus  prophecies  of  a  great  famine ;  and  relief  is  font  by  the 
Gentile  converts  to  the  brethren  in  Judea,  27* — 30* 


Text* 

a  NO  ihe  apo- 
“  iHc*an<l  bre- 
rhrc;i  lb«  wtre 
:ii  jti-'s'j  he-nd 
tiijt  iU*  (Jcrt'!l« 
h\nl  aifo  received 
thevofd  of  God* 


1  And  when 
Pcier  wn  Cufre 
up  to  Jcmfalcift) 
ihiry  that  were  of 
(Vc  rireumrifin-i 
contended  with 
him, 

j5ayinj5,TWi 
wtnttii  in  to  own 
unrirtnmdJcd  * 
anddulft  citwkh 
them* 


4  Bat  Peter  ft- 
hwrfd  the  matter 
turn  the  UfttEV- 
nijig, 


Paraphrase* 

-vr  OW  (*)  the  converfioii  ol  Cornelius  and  his  friends 
^  being  an  entirely  new,  unexpected,  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  cafe,  the  report  of  it  loon  fpread  abroad  \  (o  that 
the  apoftles  and  Chrifiian  brethren  at  Jerufqlem  heard, 
to  their  great  aftonilhfnent,  that  the  gofpei  of  Chrift, 
which  is  indeed  the^  word  of  God,  had  been  preached 
to,  and  embraced  by*  even  the  Cent  He  profelytes  of  the 
gate,  though  they  had  never  b  en  circumcifetL 

2,  3  And  when  the  apoftle  Peter  went  up  to  Jeru+ 
folemt  fhortly  after,  to  carry  the  joyful  tidings  himfelf : 
the  JewiJb  believers,  that  were  full  fond  of  legal  nres 
and  ceremonies,  as  religious  badges  of  diftinftion  be¬ 
tween  rhem  and  other  nations,  were  fo  far  from  own- 
ing  him  to  be  the  fupreme,  or  infallible  head  of  the 
church,  or  of  fubmirtiug  to  his  authority  as  fuch,  by  an 
implicit  faith",  that  they  were  otfcnded  at  him,  called 
him  to  an  account,  and  quarrelled  with  him  for  (he  part 
he  had  bom  in  that  affair  ;  frying,  with  warm  refent* 
ment  and  indignation.  You  have  taken  too  much  upon 
you,  have  proitituicd  our  peculiar  privileges,  defiled 
yourfelf,  ftretchcd  and  abufed  your  2  potto)  ic  com  million, 
and  brought  a  fcandal  upon  ChriiKanky,  by  going,  as 
we  have  heard,  to  preach  the  gofpei  to  uncircumcifed 
Gentiles y  and  converfing  freely  with  them* 

4,  5  But  Peter  being  fully  afT-ired  in  him  Tel  f,  and 
defirous  to  fatisfy  them,  that  he  had  done  nothing  there¬ 
in,  without  an  exprefs  order  from  God,  frankly  related 
to  them  the  plain  matter  of  fact,  in  all  its  cir  cum  fiances, 
from  firft  to  laft;  and  fet  its  feveral  parts  in  a  juttlight. 
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as  he. went  along,  that  they  themfelves  might  judge  of 
it,  laying,  I  was  not  tong  fince  at  the  maritime  town 
called  Jeppa,  where  I  took  up  my  quarters  with  a  Jrw 
\Jb  brother,  Simon,  the  tanner  \  and  being  one  day  at 
prayer,  on  the  top  of  his  houfe  about  noon,  1  found  my- 
felfto  be  very  hungry,  and  would  willingly  have  eaten 
fomething  ;  hut,  white  the  dinner  was  preparing,  [chap. 
x.  9,  to.)  a  viftonary  reprefentation  of  a  furprizing  feene 
was  made  to  me,  in  the  following  manner :  There  ap¬ 
peared  in  my  view,  a  certain  large  bag,  like  a  great 
fheet,  with  its  four  comers  tied  together,  which  was  let 
down  by  them  from  heaven,  and  gradually  defended 
till  it  came  fo  low,  as  to  be  very  near  me,  and  to  point* 
as  it  were,  at  me,  that  I  might  look  upon  myfelf  to  be 
immediately  concerned  in  what  might  be  defrgned  by  it. 

6,  7  When,  looking  eameftly  at  it,  I-  critically  ob¬ 
served  its  contents,  and  plainly  faw,  through  the  open¬ 
ings,  all  manner  of  living  creatures,  fuch  as  tame  cat¬ 
tle  and  wild  beads,  that  walk  with  their  four  feet  on 
the  earth,  and  things  that  creep,  without  any  vifible 
appearance  of  legs,  and  fowls  that  fly  in  the  air  :  And 
wbilfl  I  was  ruminating  upon  this  ftrange  fight,  and 
conGdering  what  might  be  its  meaning,  1  diftin&ly 
heard  a  voice,  apparently  divine,  diredrd  to  me,  fay¬ 
ing,  Peter,  Get  up  from  your  knees  immediately,  kill 
and  eat  any  of  theie  animals,  that  may  be  mod  agree¬ 
able  to  your  tafle,  without  fcruple,  oh  account  of  the 
religious  dtftin&ions  that  have  been  made  between  fome 
and  others  of  them. 

8  Out  I,  fuppofing  that  this  was  deGgned  only  for 
the  trial  of  my  faith,  replied.  No,  Lord,  I  dare  not  go 
into  fnch  a  downright  violation  of  the  law  of  Mofes  t 
Fori  have  always  hitherto  cautioufly  abftained  from  fo 
much  as  tading  any  thing  which  has  been  difallowed 
by  that  jaw,  ana  deemed  andean. 

1 9  But  to  fet  me  to  rights  in  that  matter,  tbe  voice 
came  to  me  again  from  heaven, by  which  E  was  allured 
that  it  was  of  God,  faying,  in  a  way  of  tpply  to  my  ob¬ 
jection,  The  great  God,  whole  is  the  earth  and  the  ful- 
nefs  thereof,  has  an  indisputable  right  of  granting,  or 
denying  the  ufe  of  his  creatures,  as  he  pleafes ;  and 
what  he  has  feen  fit  to  purify  from  ceremonial  defile¬ 
ment,  it  is  not  for  you  to  refufe,  under  pretence  that  it 
is  unlawful  or  undean  :  He  thereby  intimating  to  me, 
that  all  j'lfo/hjVafdiftinCHons  of  meat  ’  were,  under  the 
gofpeUftate,  to  be  laid  afide ;  and  that  tbe  difference 
between  Jems  and  C entiles ,  on  rdigious  accounts,  was 
no  longer  to  fubfift;  but  that  perfons  of  all  naubqs  were 
to  be  gathered  into  the  Chriftian  church. 

io  And 


nmg *  and  ex* 
pomaded  if  by  or¬ 
der  Wifr  them  * 
fryinn, 

5  I  vis  id  the 
city  of  Joppa , 
praying  i  tod  in 
a  trance  I  faw  a 
A  certain 
teflelflcfcendcdjif 
it  had  heeua  gftat 

fteet  ,  let  dqwn 
from  heaven  by 
four  corners:  and 
it  came  even  to 
me* 


6  Upon  the 
which  when  I 
had  fattened  mine 
eyes,  1  conGder- 
cdT  tdtl  faw  four- 
footed  beads  of 
tbe  earth  t  and 
wild  heads ,  and 
Creeping  things* 
and  fowls  of  the 
air* 

7  And  I  heard 
a  voice  Ikying  nn* 
to  me,  Arift,  Pe¬ 
ter  j  ILj  and  cat* 


8  But  I  fald  , 
Not  fo,  .Lord;  for 
nothing  comic  on 
or  undeao  hath 
at  any  time  en¬ 
tered  LbcO'  my 
nanth* 

p  But  the  voice 
enfwercd  me  a- 
rtin  from  btarco, 
what  God  hath 
cUanfed  th*X  call 
not  thou  corn- 
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vo  And  tKb 
vis  done  three 
timet  ;  tod  all 
Were  drawn  up 
gain  into  bet  Ten. 

vi  And,  behold, 
immed  lardy  there 
were  three  men 
tiiadf  Gome  into 
ibe  houfe  where  T 
w^renr^omCc* 
fob  unto  me. 


ii  AvdtbeSpi- 
tit  bide  to  go 
with  them  B  no¬ 
thing  doubting* 
Moreover,  theft 
fie  breihien  ac- 
conpjnicd  me  j 
and  we  entered 
into  the  nua'v 
lionfe : 


13  And  he  (hew¬ 
ed  us  how  he  had 
fees  u  aogtl  in 
hit  hoaie,  which 
flood  and  bid  on¬ 
to  him.  Send  men 
to  Joppa,  and  call 
for  Sim  on ,  whole 
Jittuote  it  fetcr : 


14  Wild  fhall 
W1  thee  words , 
whereby  thou  end 
all  rh  j  bonfe  Unit 
he  M. 


Voi,*  HL 


10  And  the  vifioh^and  Voice  were  repeated  three  times 
over,  to  fhew  that  the  thing  intended  was  certain,  and 
to  engage  rfiy  attention,  and  present  miftakes;  and  then 
the  whole  feeue  was  regularly  withdrawn,  being  taken 
up  again  into  heaven*  from  whence  it  came. 

ri  And  ftill  further  to  inftruA  and  confirm  mein 
the  dcGgn  of  all  this;  whilft  I  wait  thinking  of  it  with 
wonder,  and  was  hefitating  in  my  o^n  mind  about  itf 
obferve  a  lemarkable  occurrence,  anfwefing  to  a  promo- 
nition  which  the  Spirit  of  God  had  juft  before  given  me 
of  it,  (chap*  1.  19.) !  There  were,  at  that  very  inftant, 
three  me  Singers  actually  arrived,  who  had  inquired  me 
out,  and  were  below  at  Simon7^  houfe,  and  had  been 
fent  from  C&fareOy  to  defire  melo  go  with  them  tluiher. 

1 2  And  in  the  previous  notice  which  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit  gave  me  of  them,  by  an  immediate  powerful. fugged 
tion,  he  commanded  me  to  comply  with  their  requeft, 
without  fear  or  fcruple,  though  they  were  Gentiles  c  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  upon  this  warrant,  I  went  along  with  them; 
and  for  proceeding  with  the  utmoil  caution,  and  pre¬ 
venting  offence,  I  took  with  me  from  Jcppay  tbe  fix 
Jrwi/b  brethren  here  prefenr,  to  be  withefl'es  of  alt  that 
might  pafs;  and,  as  they  can  certify,  we  all  went  to¬ 
gether  into  Cornelius's  houfe,  where  1  found  him,  and  le- 
veral  of  his  relations  and  particular  friends,  waiting  for 
me*  (Gbap*  x,  14.) 

13  And  upon  my  alktng  tbe  reafons  for  his  fending 
for  me,  he  told  roe*  that  having  fet  apart  fome  time  for 
folemn  failing  and  prayer,  in  his  own  houfe  and  family, 
four  days  before  I  law  him,  {chap,  x,  29,  30.]  he  was 
favoured  with  a  vifion  of  an  holy  angel,  in  the  form  of 
a  man,  who  flood  before  him  in  finning  garments,  like 
an  inhabitant  of  the  heavenly  regions,  where  all  is  light; 
and,  aflhring  him  that  bis  prayer,  for  further  dilcoveriea 
of  God’s  mind  and  will,  were  anfwercd,  {chap,  x*  31.) 
charged  him  to  fend  faithful  meffengers  to  Jcppa%  and 
there  to  inquire  for  one  Simon*  who  was  particularly 
known  and  diflingmfhed  by  his  firname  Peter, 

14  He,  faid  the  angel,  having  a  commiflion  to  preach 
the  gofpel,  will  inftni£fc  you  into  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  Meffiah,  and  of  the  only  way  of  falvatipn,  through 
him  1  that  you  and  your  houfhold  may  come  under  tbe 
proiaifes,  and  be  partakers  of  the  privileges  which  be¬ 
long  to  the  fpiritualfeed  of  Abraham ,  according  to  the 
tencr  of  tbe  covenant,  as  made  with  him  ;  and  that  a 
fpirkual  and  eternal  faWation,  which  has  heretofore 
been  confined  to  the  jeivst  may  now  come  to  your  Gen- 

t  I 
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An  J?a^T  be¬ 
gan  t<>  Tpeak,  the 
Holy  Ghoft  fell 
on  tixrtt.  a*  on  qs 
at  the  Iwgmmrg, 


id  Then  re¬ 
membered  l  the 
word  of  the  Lord, 
'how  that  he  fai  l, 
John  indeed  bap* 
died  witli  voter ; 
buiyc  fil'd  1  he  b*jp* 

tixrd  withtlie  Ho¬ 
ly  Gltufti 


t*f  Fof^fmiich 
then  ai  God  ^vt 
them  (he  like  gift 
as  he  4ui  unto  us* 
who  bdicvc'l  on 
the  Lord  Jefus 
Cbrili,  who*,  wos 

I  that 


tilt  family,  through  faith  in  that  Saviour  whom  Peter 
will  preach  unto  you*  • 

1$  Upon  bearing  this,  and  comparing  Gomel rWs 
vifion  with  my  own,  I  dearly  underftood,  and  was  ful¬ 
ly  confirmed  in  the  meaning  of  both,  as  carrying  a  di¬ 
vine  command,  that  1  .Ihould  communicate  the  gpfpel 
to  thofe  Gentilet  who  were  profyletes  of  the  gate,  and 
as^fuch  feared  the  Lord:  And  as  fuon  as  I  began  to 
preach  Chriftto  them,  in  hi$  awful  and  endearing  cha- 
rafters,  and  to  recommend  him  as  the  proper  objeft  of 
their  faith,  in  order  to  tbeir  receiving  the  remiffion  of 
fins,  (chap.  x.  36, — 43.}  God  Ggnally  owned  the  word 
of  his  grace,  by  Ihedding  down  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who 
came  upon  them,  not  only  with  gracious  influence  to 
enlighten  their  minds,  and  change  their  hearts ;  but 
like  wife,  in  an  immediate  and  miraculous  manner,  be¬ 
llowing  upon  them  the  gift  of  tongues,  even  as  he  did 
on  us,  the  apoftlcs,  and  other  JcmiJb  believers,  at  the 
firft  wonderful  eflufion  of  the  Spirit,  on  the  famous  day 
of  Pentecoft.  (ACIt  ii.) 

1 6  Then,  to  my  (lilt  further  farisfaftioo  and  joy,  I 
could  not  help  reiiefting  upon  that  well-known  promife 
of  our  blefled  Lord,  juft  before  he  took  bis  affefting 
leave  of  us,  and  afepnded  up  to  glory,  (A£tt  i.  5.)  fay¬ 
ing,  John,  my  forerunner,  indeed  adminiftered  to  you 
the  baptifmof  water  *,  hut,  as  the  fruit  of  my  exaltation 
at  the  Father's  right  hand,  ye  fhall  be  •  partakers  of  a 
much  nohler,  and  more  efficacious  bnptifm,  of  which 
bis  was  a  lively  emblem,  by  ray  fhedding  down  tbc  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft,  in  all  his  gifts  and  graces,  abundantly  upon 
you :  And  I  cannot  but  obferve,  with  pfeafure,  how 
this  glorious  promife  was  as  truly  and  evidently  fulfil¬ 
led  in  tbefe  Gentile  converts,  as  it  had  been  before  up¬ 
on  ourfclves  and  other  native  Jev>r. 

17  In  as  much  therefore  as  God,  in  the  riches,  free- 
nefe,  and  fovereignty  of  his  grace,  undeniably  confer¬ 
red  on  thofe  believers  the  like  precious  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  as  he  had  done,  at  the  beginning  of  this  new 
difpen tation,  upon  us,  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham, 
who  received  and  trufted  in  Chriftby  faith,  as  our  Lord 
and  Saviour,  and  the  anointed  of  God  to  all  his  offices 
of  prophet,  prieft,  and  king  j  Who  was  I,  or  what  tin 
ye  take  me  to  be,  that  I  Ihould  be  defirous,  or,  had  l 
been  fo  wicked,  that  I  Ihould  be  able  (««*»)  to  hin¬ 
der  or  defeat  the  will  and  counfel,  authority,  power, 
and  grace  of  God,  which  in  fo  wonderful  a  manner  ap¬ 
peared  to  them?  Or  that  they  having  the  thing  fignifi- 
ed,  I  Ihould  refufe  applying  the  fign  of  it  to  them  in 

baptifm 


wh.  xu 

t  that  T  could 
a  it h  fried  God  ? 

i@  When  the}- 
heard  theTeihtagi 
they  bcld  tbdr 
rncc,  andglbn- 
Jird  God,  firing, 
Then  hath  God 
alio  to  the  Geo* 
tilci  granted  rc- 
pcnraftecamolifej 


Now  they 
"Jbhtch  were  feat¬ 
ured  a^rwd,  up¬ 
on  the  perfcnitlofl 
that  arofe  about 
Jfrcphrn  ,  travel- 
M  is  far  atPhe- 
nice  j  and  Cy¬ 
prus,  and  Anti¬ 
och,  preaching  the 
ufr-rti  In  none  but 
unto  t  he  Jew  t  on¬ 
ly. 
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baprifm  ?  I  would  not,  I  could  not,  I  durft  not  go  a* 
bout  to  deny  them  this  privilege,  and  fo  fight  againft 
God. 

tS  This  free  and  genuine  account,  which  the  apo- 
ftle  Peter  gave  of.  all  the  rranfaSions  that  bad  palled 
relating  to  this  grand  affair,  was  fo  fatisfadlcry  and 
finking,  that  as  foon  as  the  reft  of  the  2 pottles,  and  all 
th^  brethren,  who  had  before  been  highly  offended  ac 
him  for  it,  heard  how  the  Lord  himfelf  fo  maniftttly 
directed) ordered,  and  fuccccded  it,  they  were  thorough* 
ly  pacified,  and  had  not  one  word  to.obje£t  againft  ir, 
or  againft  Peter  for  interefting  himfelf  fo  far  in  it.  Oil 
the  contrary,  all  their  prejudices  againft  the fe  uncircum- 
ctfed  Gentiles,  were  turned  into  brotherly  lore  and  af* 
feftion  toward  them,  their  envy  into  joy,  and  their 
murraurings  into  praife;  and  they  immediately  Broke 
out  into  lively  and  folemn  aferiptions  of  glory  to  God, 
on  account  of  this  extenGve,  unexpected  difplay  of  his 
power  and  mercy,  and  unexampled  advancement  ofthe’ 
Redeemers  caufe  and  iatereft,  faying,  with  high  appro* 
batiob  and  holy  ecftacy,  From  all  this  it  appears,  with 
demonftrattve  evidence,  that  God,  in  the  furprizing 
riches  of  his  grace,  and  by  the  mighty  operation  of  bis 
hand,  has  freely  vouchfafcd  to  the  once  abandoned  Gen¬ 
tiles  themfelves,  a  fincere  repentance  for  fin,  and  con- 
verfion  to  himfelf,  which  has  brought  them  to  a  fpiri* 
tual  life,  and  (hall  i (Tue  in  eternal  life,  that  they  may 
fhare  with  us,  in  all  the  privileges  and  bleffmgs  of  his  ► 
covenant  here,  and  may  fit  down  with  Abraham, ,  I/aac, 
and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  God  for  ever. 

19  Now  till  this  firft  ad  million  ofthe  devout,  tho* 
uncircumcifed  Gentiles,  to  the  faith  and  fellow  fh  ip  of 
the  gofpel  ;  thofe  mintttring  fervants  of  Chrift,  v,ho 
had  been,  four  or  five  years  before,  driven  from  Jew- 
falem  to  all  parts  of  Judea  and  Samaria ,  by  the  fe  veri¬ 
ties  of  the  perfection,  which  immediately  upon  Ste¬ 
phen’s  death  was  raifed  and  earned  on,  with  great  fury 
by  Saul  before  his  converfion,  in  concert  with  other  in¬ 
veterate  enemies  to  Chriitianity,  {chap.  viii.  1.)  thefe 
fervants  of  Chrift,  I  fay,  were  indefatigably  laborious 
in  going  about,  and  preaching  the  glad  ridings  of  fal- 
vation  through  Pakftine,  till  at  length  rhey  went  fur¬ 
ther,  and  reached  as  far  as  Pkenicia ,  a  province  in  the 
eoaft  of  Syria,  and  to  Cyprus,  one  of  the  latgctt  ifi.indj 
in  the  Mediterranean ,  and  to  Antioch,  the  metropolis 
of  Syria  •  (Sec  the  note  on  chap.  xiii.  14.)  But  in  all 
thefe  difperfions,  till  now,  they  confined  their  minifl ra¬ 
tions  of  the  word  of  faith  to  the  Jems  only,  whom  they 

I  3  *  met 
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met  with  in  thofc  Gentile  countries  ;  they  not,  as  yet, 
underftanding  that  the  gofpel  was  to  be  preached  to  aoy 
other  fort  of  people. 

10  Ana  Tome  20  And  fome  of  thefe  preachers  were  inhabitants  of 
of tlcT  ru** "slid  fyPrusf  an<l  °tber  of  Cjrene,  a  noted  city  in  Africa, 
Cyrcne'l'whicb  ,  who  hearing  of  the  converfion  of  Cornelius,  and  of  his 
when  they  wwe  family  and  friends,  all  profdytcs  of  the  gate,  and  how 
Hike^nmo  ^rhe  “  had  been  repre&nted  10,  and  approved  of  by,  the  a- . 
GacLes preach-  poftles  and  brethren  at  Jernfalem ,  [ver-  18.)  they, 
lag  the  Lord  Jo-  arriving  at  Antioch,  took  encouragement  from  thence 
to  apply  themfelves,  not  only  to  fuch  Jews  as  ufed  the 
Greek  language  *,  but  like  wife,  to  the  devout  Gentiles , 
who  were  fometimes  called  the  Greets  ;  preaching  to 
them  a  crucified,  riJco,  and  exalted  Saviour,  who  is 
Lord  of  all. 

Iwna'fihuJwJ  at  And  the  arm  of  the  Lord  was  revealed,  (Ifa.  iiir. 
mi  with  them :  I-)  his  mighty  power  attended  their  mtniftrations,  not 
and  a  grew  tium-  merely  in  the  wonderful  miracles  that  were  wrought 
twnci  uiuo  u*  10  con^rm  their  do&rinc,  which  multitudes  law,  and 
l^.  all  might  fee,  without  any  faving  advantage  to  them. 

felvcs  i  but  alfo  in  effc&uafly  working  with  it  upon  the 
fouls  of  their  hearers :  And  chit  produced  fach  glorious 
and  happy  fruits,  that  ahondance  of  them  believed  in 
the  Lord  jefus  Cbriit :  And,  as  an  evidence  of  the  fio- 
cerity  of  their  faith,  they,  like  a  willing  people  in  the 
day  of  his  power,  were  turned  in  heart  and  life  from 
all  their  felf-confidences,  and  all  their  iniquities  to  him, 
as  their  only  Saviour,  the  Lord  their  righteoufnefs  and 
ftrength,  and  to  God  through  him,  as  their  chief  good 
and  bighefl  end. 

uTti$n  tiding,  22  The  joyful  news  of  this  great  barrel!,  not  only 
of  ibefe  tliinj*  0f  Hellenift  Jews,  but  likewife  of  Gentile  profdytet  of 
"reofihTchu'rrt  th€  KateJ  foon  reached  the  church,  which,  notwith- 
which  wu  in  Jc-  ftanding  the  violence  of  the  times,  (till  fuhGfted  at  Jt* 
rufalem;  andthty  rufdhmy  under  the  care  and  direction  of  the  apoftJw, 
tnt  n  Barna-  wh0  frtqUcnl[y  ^tfosui  thither :  And  as  Barnabas  vat 
1  a  man 


NOTE, 

*  Some  copies  (E^iw)  the  Ore*  19.  of  this  who  are  called  tbc  twfie 
but  the  mauBihipt,  and  infra  featured  abrsad,  Jjw,  i*  1,  8ut  hire 

the  Sfruict  Aridity  and  tlthiipit  T  :rt£h  *rt  oppofbd  lothcJVwj;  aiuUa 

Terfions  read  (EAA^sfj)  the  Cwh,  rW.  '*  tjr  account  is  given  of  the  time  when  the 
Aft/*  w  Lax.  I  have  therefore  taken  both  ^oijh  Uu  preached >  and  embracel  2* 
into  the  Paraphrafe,  bin  km  inclined  to  think  roong  the  devout  Gtntffcs,  ur  profclytes  rf 
that  the  GrecUt  or  devout  G stilts 9  are  pm-  the  gate,  confluent  to  its  being  received  liy 
cijully,  if  not  only  intended;  bccnifc  thi*  the  lieJknift  J *■&*/  and  fib  Its  gradaal  &u- 
b*ft  fuiU  thefrnfe,  comwfliim,  and  order  of  va  tiers  through  Jwfca  and  Scrnanst,  to  t tie 
the  hiftory  ;  For  the  converfion  of  the  Gjy-  mtenhoft  part*  of  the  edrthf  is  fct  in  a  desr 
fitjaj  or  Hdtemjh'  who  Were  is  properly  and  tegular  view*  ¥id~  Mtfctl  Jeer* 

u  Any  others,  (ice  the  note  on  xii,  ic.)  IV,  p.  15^  dre*  But  afterwards  great  debuts 
was  taken  notice  of  before  in  the  cwrfe  of  aroJc  about  thole  hettevm  being  ctraindld. 
tikis  hilWy.  vi,  1.)  \  and  they  ibemed  Sec  Ugbtffoti  Her tbc  New  Ttfo 

to  be  imended  by  the  Jew  uienLifloed  ver*  &catt  voL  I*  p,  i3tf* 
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h^thatheUKruld 
go  u  far  ai  Anti¬ 
och. 


*3  Who,  »brn 
Ik-  came-  end  had 
fern  (he  grace  of 
GtaltMT^gjad^and 
tihof  ted  them  all 
that  with  ptttpufc 
of  heart  they 
would  dciHUato 

the  Lttd* 


14  For  he 
a  ]*»od  man,  and 
t'ull  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft ,  and  of 
fiitli  :  and  much 
people  vni  added 
unto  the  Lord* 


a  man  of  excellent  talents,  ami  a  native  ok  Cyprus  ^  ( chap , 
iv.  36-}  the  church  at  Jtrujalem%  in  concurrence  with 
the  apoftles,  deputed  *  and  foleninly  fc:  him  apart,  i* 
a  proper  perfon  to  be  Cent  into  thofe  quarters,  that  he 
might  go  through  them,  even  as  far  as  Antmb% 

to  falutc  the  new  convert8  lhcref  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  ro  further  an**  c”abllfli  them  in  the  faith, 
hope,  and  holtnefs  of  the  g 

23  Though  this  was  a  lon6  journey,  Antioch  being 
about  three  hundred  miles  d^ant  from  Jervfaian%  he 
willingly  undertook  it,  for  the  fervice  of  Chriti  and  im¬ 
mortal  fouls  }  and  when,  upon  his  arrival  at  that  great 
city,  he  faw  the  evident  tokens  and  fruits  of  the  grace 
of  God,  which  had  made  a  wonderful  change  upon  the 
hearts,  and  the  lives  and  conversation  of  multitude? 
there,  he,  like  a  true  fon  of  confolarion  and  of  exhor* 
tation,  (i-ajiMfcwiu r)  chap.  Iv.  36,)  laid  bimfelf  out,  to 
the  utmeft,  in  (lirring  up  tbetr  pure  minds,  and  encou¬ 
raging  them,  by  many  comfortable  and  per  fua  five  con¬ 
siderations,  taken  f;om  the  riches  and  frecnefs  of  that 
grace  which  bad  manifefted  itfelf  to  them,  in  the  in* 
eftimable  bldfings  it  had  conferred  upon  them,  in  the 
fecuriuts  and  hopes  it  afforded  them,  and  in  tbe  en* 
clearing  as  well  as  folemn  obligations  it  laid  upon  them, 
to  adhere  to  Cbrift,  and  to  abide  by  their  holy  profef- 
lion  of  bis  name  in  a  way  of  dependence  upon  him, 
and  devotednefs  to  him,  with  ftedfaflnefs  and  perfeve- 
ranee,  ^ad  with  all  the  united  powers  of  their  fopla* 

24  For  this  Barnabas  was  a  man  of  a  mofi  excel- 
lent  fpirit  and  temper,  diOnterefted,  obIjgtngr  courte¬ 
ous,  generous,  and  benevolent,  and  abundantly  fur- 
mftied  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
with  an  exrenfivc  knowledge  of  the  doctrines  of  Chrift, 
and  a  ftrong  and  lively  faith  in  him,  as  revealed  there¬ 
in  ;  And  the  Lord  Jetus  attended  his  miniftrations  to 
the  people  of  this  place,  with  fuch  efficaticus  power  on 
their  hearts  and  confqiencee,  that  ftill  many  more  were 
wrought  upon  to  believe  in  him,andtoenteriDroa  folemn 
profeflion  of  his  name  f,  by  their  being  baptized  and 
brought  into  a  *Hreh-Aate,  for  walking  in  all  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  the^^/3,  and  in  the  feilowfhip  of  the  gofpel. 

25  Then 

H  O  T  E  5, 


*  The  fruJittf  forth  of  Banatas  by  the 
church  at  Jerufithm*  fettnt  to  be  like  what 
vus  afterward*  done  by  the  church  atAx&xK 
v  hrn  Butnabm  and  W  were  fepanted  for 
the  work*,  whercunto  l he  Holy  GhoJlcuItrd 
them,  u-tih  farting,  and  prayer,  and  impo- 
litmu  uf  bands,  ud  Aire  tent  away*  C^> 
xiij,  r,  3. 


f  Added  to  the  Lard*  may  be  of  much  the 
fame  im|iort  with  ad  dot  to  the  church,  tb#p, 
ih  47.  utd  J6  may  Ultimate,  that  thefe  bo 
lieviag  profdytcs  of  the  gate  wot,  togethu 
with  the  Helicoid  Tnoi,  fornid  into  a 
church-rate,  Upon  tf<lr  firft  couverfjan  at 
Antioch*  as  the  believing  Jtvt*  had  been  be¬ 
fore  n  JtrifitiitQ* 
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»<JT!*cti  depart¬ 
ed  ItarDatus  to 
Titrfn^krEofcek 
C^cit 


jtf  And,  when 
Kc  had  found 
h;ro*  he  brought 
him  unto  Anil- 
o*b-  And  It  came 
topaTs that  a whole 
yw  tbry  zff-m- 
Wed  thcjiifcUss 
wilh  ihe  church, 
acjl^ht  much 
ppopie. 


25  Then  fo  large  a  field  of  fervice  opening  in  this 
populous  city •  Barnabas ,  intent  upon  his  Lord's  work, 
and  defirous  of  baring  a  faithful  fellow-labourer  in  this 
tnrvcft ;  and  haring  heard  that  Saul  was  about  an  hun¬ 
dred  miles  off,  preaching  at,  and  round  about  7ar/wt 
a  chief  city  of  Cilicia,  and  his  native  place,  {chap.  ui. 
39.)  he  went  thither  to  find  him  out;  who  having  been 
born  on  Gentile  ground,  was  the  more  likely  to  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  among  the  profelytes  of  the  gate ;  and  whom 
he  highly  efteemed,  and,  about  three  or  four  years  be¬ 
fore,  had  introduced  and  recommended  to  the  apoftles 
at  Jerufalem,  as  an  eminent  inAance  of  fovereign  grace, 
and  as  a  very  able  and  zealous  advocate  for  the  caufeof 
Chrift.  (Chap,  lx.  27,  28,  29.) 

26  And  when  he  met  with  him,  he  acquainted  Him 
with  the  wide  and  effectual  door  that  was  opened  at 
Antioch ;  and  was  fo  far  from  foelting  hts  owp  honour, 
or  having  any  uncafinefs  at  the  thought  of  being  oit- 
fhone  by  a  brighter  light,  that  he  imreated  Saufs  affif- 
tanse,  who  chearfolly  accompanied  him  thither.  And 
God  having  (till  much  more  work  for  them  to  do  at 
that  place,  his  providence  ordered  their  flaying  there  a 
full  year ;  during  which  time  they  improved  all  opportu¬ 
nities  for  frequently  aflemblmg  with,  and  rainiftring  to 
this  new  church  of  devout  Gentiles,  that  had  embraced 
the  faith  of  Chiifl;  and  they  preached  the  gofpelpro- 
mifeuoufly  and  freely  to  abundance  of  other  people, 
that  came  to  attend  on  their  minilbations;  And  where¬ 
as  hitherto  tbe  Je-wifi  convetts  had  been  called  by  their 
enemies,  in  a  way  of  reproach,  Galt  leant,  Nazareavs , 
and  the  like ;  and  by  one  another,  difciplcs ,  believers, 
brethren,  the  faints,  and  the  church,  tc  denote  their 
acknowledgment  of  Jefus  as  their  mafter,  and  their 
faith  and  loyc,  piety  and  hoiinefs,  in  conformity  to  the 
doftrine  they  had  learned  of  him ;  fo  Cod  put  a  pecu¬ 
liar  honour  upon  this  church  of  converted  profelytes, 
calling  them  by  another,  and  a  new  name,  which  it  was 
prophefted  the  mouth  of  the  Lord Jbould  name,  ( Ifa -  Ixii. 
2.  and  Ixv.  1 5.)  ;  for  as  the  various  fe£ts  of  pbilofijphcis, 
Platonifts,  Epicureans,  and  others,  took  their  names 
from  their  firfl  founders  ;  fo  thefe  believers  at  Antioch 
were  the  firfl,  who  in  a  (till  higher  fenfe,  not  without 
prarrant  from  divine  intimations,  *  public  kly  andfolemn- 


*  Tt  i*  nrjll  tnovn  that  ihc 

Brqr4  hrrt  ot tj,  tvtmcionly,  \T  not  alwaya, 
in  the  Tffiatmwf  figitffKS  ta  be  ditjinctj 
jisn;cdt  or  warred  ?f  Sod:  And  this  isiht 

ftjifc  \a  s»bicb  9ur  lotted  bittoruii  gfcd  ir^ 


tfop.  sod  l»bf  &  id*  It  is  tbmfore 
highly  probable,  tbut  tbit  ir  the  j&ror, 
vetch  the  motrib  #f  the  Lord  i touted t  by  Jrtiv.t- 
dtaie  fuggeOion  to  Soaj  and  Bamako  or  ta 

fume  of  the  jUu&hiGz  bflicrtn ;  ai.d  ihat 

P*y 
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* 

people.  And  the  ]y  took  upon  themfclves  the  name  of  Cbrijlians ,  hi  op- 
iiri  pofirion  to  unbelieving  Jew  and  beat  hens  ,  and  all  fond 

in  Antioch!  of  infidels;  thereby  prof  effing,  and  glorying  in  their 
relation  to  Cbrifif  as  tbe  only  anointed  Saviour;  in 
their  entire  dependence  upon  him,  holy  undion  and 
high  expectations  from  turn ;  and  in  their  obligations, 
devotedoefs,  and  obedience  to  him,  and  imitation  of 
him  ;  and  thereby  (hewing  that  all  invidious  d  id  i  no¬ 
tions  between  believing  Jews  and  Gentiles  ihould  ceafe 
for  ever,  now  they  were  incorporated  together  into  one 
and  the  fame  body  of  Chrift* 

t,  Amlin  thefe  27  And  as  there  were  prophets  in  the  Chriftian 
Saroc  church,  *  who  were  eminent  mini  fit  rs,  next  in  office 
£ilrm  unto  And-  t0  *be  apoftles*  (t  Cw*  xii*  a8*)  and  to  whom  the  Spw 
ccL  rit  of  truth,  according  to  Ohrid's  promife,  (Jojra  xyu 

13.)  revealed  fome  future  events,  for  the  direction  of 
the  church's  conduftin  particular  cafes,  and  for  the 
confirmation  of  the  gofpel,  when  the  fa£ts  that  were  fore* 
told  fhould  come  to  pats;  fo,  about  this  time,  fomc  of 
thefe  holy  and  infpired  men,  having  heard  what  great 
things  God  was  doing  in  thefe  parts,  came  from  Jeru * 
Jalem  to  Anticcbt  to  counfcl,  comforr,  and  eftabiifti 
the  Ckriftians,  and  help  forward  the  work  of  the  Lord 
there* 

Ana  there  28  Among  thefe,  Agabtts  by  name,  who  afterwards 
foretold  Paul* s  fafferings  and  bonds,  {ebap*  xxi*  to,  11*) 
hln,  and  fiftiiifi-  rofe  up  one  day  in  a  public  aflembly,  jind  declared,  by 
*1  ny  the  sphfc  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that  as  our  Lord  himfelfhad  pre- 
Ic^gr***  Sla/ih  thut  famines  would  be  among  the  figns  which 

throughout  all  fhould  precede  his  corai ng  to  deft roy  Jerufatemt  {Lube 
ihc  ^odd;  which  xjs,  ik)  fo  there  would  very  foon  be  fuch  a  fcarcity  of 
CJTUC  corn,  as  would  be  very  exten  five;  would  grievoufly  op* 
prefs  the  whole  land  of  Judea  in  particular  *,  and  even 


N  o  'i 

they  thereupon  took  it  fidemnly  upon  rVm, 
« the  dUUngutthtog,  and  yet  common  clu- 
raDer  of  the  faithful  in  ChHft  Jcfus,  it,  op* 
poAiion  rn  all  on  believing  uid  btafkcxi- 
And  as  to  ui  having  bevn  taken  upon  them 
in  a  public'*  and  folcnm  manner,  we  ajctoJd 
that,  in  cf/vr  w*terj,  *■*  This  word 

rtf'!*)  is  tlfed  with  regrtrd  to  edicts  and 
“  pfoclaraaionr*  futh  particularly  as  eon- 
**  Uintd  the  ficopltrb  profotuons  of  allcgK 
**  a«Kcui  emperor,  and  the  pnviic^gnn* 
**  ted  by  them  to  the  people ;  after  which 
mutual  declaration,  the  emperor  iu  thil 
41  place  wn  jHibJidy  acknowledged,  and  tie 
**  account  of  natC'tratttifUous  were  reckon* 
u  cd  from  ifiat  aen .**  Dr.  SfairfftpdS  pa- 
rafkrjfc  ojt  fUepijtUs,  &c,  v©L  iv*  p.  31a, 
'  See  a  particular  ;»ccuunt  of  thefe  pro¬ 
jects  at  largp  in  Dr*  tVfc&js  general frzfw 


a  great 

E  s* 

to  ihc  eptfii e$t  $  ix,  and  in  Mijtelhn*  Ster* 

Ejfy  l  pag*  4 . 

1  Jvf?pbntt  who  wrote  pnrtcpiHy  about 
the  attars  of  the J(ws9  fays,  m  his  antiqui¬ 
ties,  Jib,  lie*  tap,  a  -  That  the  Famine  fprul 
over  their  country  1  And  hji/Wvvj,  in  his 
CirajaawH,  places  it  in  the  fourth  year  of  C&w- 
di*i;  and  in  his.  tsJtfiajlUni  fcjiarjt  Jib*  iL 
chap.  G.  uhet  notice,  tivit  it  au  recorded  by 
hiiloci  ms,  wIh>  were  rsi*»ft  abhorrent  of  the 
Chrittian  religion,  and  that  it  opprefcd  the 
wovM,  or  the  Jt^Bten  empire*  (tb, 
which,  in  the  days  of  its  pride  and  do* 
minion,  the  Rotrwn r  often  (li!cd  the  whole 
world  ;  vti  sm*  and 

as  Lute  hiiufelf  ufel  the  phi-nie  to  this  teoft, 
L ike  in  t  it  may  no t  be  ricaliiry  u>  confine 
the  extent  of  ibis  fjmint  to  chu  laud  of  mJa- 
dtj,  as  Cmito  learned  men  have  done;  And 

diou^li 


136  Tit  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrafii.  Ch.  xi 


came  to  pifsin  rhe 
days  of  CLuidmt 
Criar- 


so  Then  the 
(fifcipla  ,  every 
mui  according  to 
hit  ability,  <l«er» 
mined  to  tend  re¬ 
lief  onto  die  bre¬ 
thren  whichdwck 
in  Jades. 


jo  Which  slfo 
ihcy  did.and/ent 
b  to  the  elders  by 
the  hands  of  B*r- 
BlUl  aod  Saul. 


a  great  part  of  the  Reman  empire,  to  fuch  a  degree,  tbit 
the  poor  would  be  in  great  want  of  bread  j  which  ac¬ 
cordingly  fell  out  about  two  years  afterwards,  .in  the 
fourth  year  of  the  emperor  Claudius  Cafar* 

29  Then  the  Ghriftjuns  at  Antioch,  who  were  a  tra¬ 
ding  people,  and  whom  God  had  profpered  in  their  fe- 
cular  affairs,  believing  that  he  had  revealed  this  impor¬ 
tant  fecret  to  his  fervam  the  prophet ;  and  taking  it  at  a 
feafonable  bint  of  what  he  was  about  to  do,  and  of  what 
he  called  them  to,  by  his  Providence,  came  into  a  com¬ 
mon  refalation  and  agreement,  that  every  one  of  them, 
in  proportion  to  hiis  ability  and  abundance,  (“*«  » 

™  «s)  would  cheerfully  teftify  tbeiraffe&ion  to  their  Jew- 
ijb  brethren  in  the  faith,  that  refidcd  in  Judea  j  where 
the  poor,  many  of  which  received  the  gofpel,  were  very 
numerous,  through  a  general  want  of  tra flick  in  thofe 
parts  ;  where  the  difficulty  of  the  times  to  the  poor 
faints  was  exceeding  great ;  and  where  the  famine  was 
like  to  be  molt  raging :  For  as  thefc  Gentile  converts  had 
been  made  partakers  of  their  fpiritual  things,  by  recei¬ 
ving  the  gofpel  from  thence  fo  they  thought  it  their 
duty  to  minifter  to  them  in  carnal  or  temporal  things, 
(flow.  xv.  27.)  by  relieving  their  neceffities. 

30  And  as  they  bad- a  willing  mind,  fo  there  was  a 
readinefs  to  perforin  the  good  purpofes  of  their  hearts, 
which  they  did  by  making  liberal  collections  ;  and  that 
their  bounty  might  be  diftrihnted  with  faithfulneCs  and 
impartiality,  as  need  might  require,  they  fent  it,  againft 
the  days  of  fcarcity,  to  the  officers'  *,  and  particularly 
the  deacons  of  the  church  at  Jerufalem,  by  the  hands  of 
Samahai  and  Sauh,  who  readily  undertook  this  fervice, 
and  were  glad  of  fuch  a  favourable  opportunity  of  re¬ 
porting  there  the  great  things  that  the  Lord  bad  done 
among  the  profelytes  of  the  gate  at  Antioch ,  of  fetting 
them  in  the  molt  advantageous  light,  and  of  cultivating 
a  good  under  (landing  hetween  the  Jewjb  and  Gentue 
believers,  and  further  helping  the  faith  and  joy  of  the 
flifciples  in  Judea* 

*  n  v  n  A  f  . 


NOTES, 

fhougb  mention  is  made,  t *r,  of  ihc  famine's  prevailing  more  there  than  is  o» 

di  topics  fenfling  relief*  according  to  then-  +-  thttr  parts, 

billty,  p>  without  taking  noticr  of  1  It  |»  probable,  that  tbdfl  elders,  and 

fheif  fending  to  any  otjtwr  place;  this  may  thofe  menii^dt^  KV^ereforoeofChfUTv 
only  intimate*  that  the  providence  of  God  firtldifciples,  upon  whom  the  Holy  Gboft 
ordertd,  and  orcr-mled  this  famine,  fo  Jbon  bad  fallen  in  a  plemjful  effufion  of  gi Sts  and 
after  the  conyerfion  of  the  Gentile  piufelyteSj  graces,  on  the  Famous  day  of  Fcw/ffo/,  tbap, 
to  c  them  opportune ie*  of  fofteoiog  the  ij*  and  that  out  of  them  the  prophets  aud 
pttjuditt:*  of  the  Jewt  >n  and  ingtt*  teachers  vert  taken,  and  the  folk  deacons 

tming  thcmfcJves  with  thorn,  by  their  itbe*  were  thoftn,  chap*  vL  See  £«r* 

fa  1  diftrihrtiofi*  lo  the  poor  of  thJt  country,  70L  iL  p*  110,-115*  *  ’ 

>hrch,  perhaps^  wjs  mufi  sdUIflci  by  the  ; L  ^ 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  pteafure  is  it  to  hear  of  (inncrs  receiving  the  gofpd ;  and  how  much 
more  fo,  to  fee  the  evident  fruits  of  the  grace  of  God,  as  effectually  working 
in  them  !  The  honour  and  mtcreft  of  the  dear  Redeemer,  and  the  good  of  im* 
mortal  fouls,  are  (b  eminently  advanced  hereby,  that  we  ought  to  glorify  God 
on  this  account :  and  yet,  aha  I  How  apt  arc  prejudices,  envy,  and  jeatoufy  to 
rifr,  in  the  hearts  of  fome  weak  Chriftians,  at  the  thought  of  their  enemies!  and 
perfonsof  detefteri  characters,  like  the  Gentiles*  being  made  partakers  of  equal 
privileges  and  hlefOngs  with  themfelvrs  !  But  the  fervants  of  Chrift  mutt  follow 
his  diredions  ami  execute  bis  commiffioD,  in  preaching  the  gofpcl  to  everv  crea* 
ture,  how  much  foever  feme  may  be  offended  at  it ;  and  yet  they  fhould  to  rea* 
dy  to  dear  their  condtift  therein  to  fcmpuloua  minds,  and  to  fuch  as  wouM  re* 
jotce  in  proper  evidence,  that  it  is  of  God,  and  that  he  owns  it*  Who  are  we, 
that  any  of  us  fhould  go  about  to  withlbnd  God,  who  diftributes  his  free  fa* 
vours  to  whom  he  fdeafes,  and  over-rules  even  the  violence  of  persecutors  to  the 
fprcading  of  the  gofpd ;  and  who,  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit  attending  it,  brings 
great  numbers  to  believe  and  turn  to  the  Lord!  And  whenhc  has  granted  to  any 
repentance  unto  life,  what  an  honour  fhould  they  count  it  to  be  vetted  in  the 
privileges,  and  aft  up  to  the  profeflbu  and  obligations*  that  are  included  in 
thrir  being criJtd  after  thrift's  name  !  flow  openly  fhould  they  avow  their  du* 
rafter,  a*  Ckrijii  ws  i  and  how  chcarfully  hold  communion  one  with  another, 
though  diAijr>ruijhed  by  other  denominations,  like  the  circumcifcd  and  the  tindr* 
cumcifcd !  How  concerned  ffiould  they  all  be  to  cleave  with  all  purpotc  of  heart 
to  the  Lord  \  And  with  what  readineb  of  mind  JhouU  the  rich  commumcate  to 
the  poor  'n  times  of  want,  apd  efpecially  in  times  of  great  fcarcity  and  famine, 
which  never  coroe  upon  the  earth  without  the  foreknowledge  of  God;  and  which 
his  providence  fouietimes  involves  his  own  people  in,  for  the  trial,  exerrife,  and 
improvement  of  thrir  own,  or  of  others  faith  and  love,  as  wdi  as  of  various 
other  graces,  and  of  their  felf-denyiag  obedience  ! 


CHAP.  XII. 

Herod  perfecutes  the  ChrtjUansy  kills  the  apoJIU  James,  and  imp ri fans 
Peter,  i  > — 4.  Peter  is  brought  out  <f  prifon  by  an  angely  in  anfwcr 
to  the  prayers  of  the  church  for  him,  51—19.  Herod,  in  the  midjt 
of  his  pridtj  it  Jlruck  by  an  anget9  and  dies  mtferabfyy  ao, — 13*  Af+ 
ter  his  death  the  vtord  of  God  prevails  exceedingly  y  and  Barnabas 
and  Saul  return  to  Antioch,  24,  25* 

Paraphrase* 

A  BOUT  the  time  that  the  gofpel  had  fach  a  vender* 
ah«  Ling’flretcb-  ful  fpread  among  the  profelytesof  the  gate,  as  well 
cd  as  the  Jewifb  ftrangers  at  Antioch^  and  that  Agabus  fore? 
told  an  approaching  famine,  (chap*  xw  t6y  a8.)  Herod  * 
Agrippay  a  mah  of  the  fame  fpirit  with  Herod  the  great 
who  murdered  the  infants  of  Befblehem9  in  histhirft  for 

the 

NOTE. 

*  HfraJ  waj  the  finwroe  of  this  Agrtppa^  by  Claudius  tJefer,  to  whom  Itc  had 

and  Kc  was  the  gnndfrn  of  Rend  the  grtot%  beenferviccabteiii  obtaining  hu  advancement 
aud  the  nephew  of  RtroJAnftpat,  the  icirircb  to  thf  imperial  crown ;  And  he  was  the  fa- 
of  Gafifotr  (fade  ilk  t<)  and  was  hintfrlf  tberof  that  king  Agtlppa^  before  whom  Paul 
not  rtotjr  made  governor  of  Gaftlei  by  Call*  was  brought,  aim  whom  he  alraoft  pcrfiudc4 
In  Antipin's  room,  but  was  confirmed  to  be  a  Gbriftun,  step*  xjvi*  1^®* 
tUrtiu,  viib  the  aibliUcn  of  the  kingdom  of 
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ed  forth  his  hands  the  blood  of  Jefus,  {Matt.  ii.  16.)  and  with  Herod  An* 
tKe1ctorchlain  **  ttPas->  who  cut  off  the  head  of  John  the  Baptifi,  and 
treated  our  Lord  himfelf  with  deriCou,  {Luke  ii,  <j. 
and  xxiii.  it.)  this  Herod  Agrtppa^  who  was  king  of 
Judea  and  C alike,  began  to  rajfc  a  frclh  pei  fecution  a- 
gainfl  the  church  at  JeruJakm,  greatly  dittreffing  many 
of  its  members. 

limc'rh’,itroih«  2  *^cr  had  ha  raffed,  and  inflt&ed  various 
of  John  with  the  punifhmentsoo  fome  of  lefs  note  and  fignre  among  them, 
fivord.  -  he  proceeded  to  ftill  bolder  and  more  cruel  a£ts  of  rio- 

Jence,  even  to  the  taking  away  the  life  of  the  apullle 
James,  who  was  the  fon  of  Zebedee>  and  brother  to 
the  apoltle  John.,  and  for  his  zeal  and  fervour  was  fir- 
named  by  our  Lord,  a  fon  of  thunder,  {Mark  Hi.  17.) 
Antf  according  to  C hr i ft's  prediction,  {Matt,  n, 
23.)  be  wits  baptized  with  the  baptifm  of  fufferings,  and 
that  even  to  the  Ihedding  of  his  blood  j  and  was  thefiril 
of  all  theapoftles  that  fullered  martyrdom  for  his  fake, 
which  *,  for  the  manner  of  it,  was  by  cutting  oft  Us 
head  with  a  fword. 

3  And,  h«an(e  3  And  as  one  aft  of  wickednefs  leads  the  way  to  an- 
he  ftw  it  plea  fed  other,  and  Herod  found  that  this  execution  was  very  ac- 
cee*Afunlwrrto  ceptable  to,  and  highly  ingratiated  him  with,  the  thief 
take  Peter  alfo.  people  among  the  Jews,  fuch  as  their  priefls,  elders,  and 
rulers,  who  continued  to  be  inveterate  enemies  to  the 
gofpel  of  Chrilt,  he  proceeded  to  apprehend  the  apolUe 
Peter  alfo,  juft  as  the  pafchal  feaft  was  coming  on,  with 
an  intention  of  making  a  facriftce  of  him,  who  was  mo!t 
remarkably  active,  bold,  and  inftmmcntal  in  the  con- 
verGon  of  Jews, 

4  When  therefore  he  had  feized  him  by  his  officers, 
he  ordered  him  to  be  clapped  up  in  prifon,  and  com- 

_  mined  him  to  the  care  of  fifteen  fofdiers,  ftriflly  char- 

ddivered  him  to  ging  them  to  keep  watch  and  ward  over  him,  four  at  a 
ofll.lXr^ tokc"*  l*me  *,J  *heir  turns,  that  he  might  by  no  means  efcaps, 
him.irrtndinga^  ^e  had  before,  {chap.  v.  19.)  Herod  deG going  to  bring 
ttrEiUcuo bring  him  out,  and  expofe  him  to  the  rage  of  the  people,  after 
pojplc^  IO  ^  *he  P^Hover ;  but  not  duiing  the  time  of  that  feltml, 
left  they,  who  were  better  a (re&ed  toward  the  Chri Ilians 
than  their- rulers  were,  {chap.  ii.  47.)  Ihould  claim  their 
privilege  of  begging  that  he  might  be  releafed  to  them, 
according  to  their  cuftom  at  that  feaft.  {Matt,  xxvii.  i;.j 

5  For  this  reafon,  he  kept  Peter  in  dole  ccftody,  till 
a  favourable  opportunity  might  offer  for  cutting  him  oft: 
But  the  church  at  Jerufalem ,  being  apprdieiilive  of  bis 

danger 

NOTE. 

*  As  for  as  1  find,  it  m  generally  ajrroi,  «d  uirf.  the  fwwd  ;  and  fume  hare  th-e-hr, 
,  .  ’  ^  **/  *«ounl,  that  this  wn  done  hy  the  JWd,  a,  a  jnore 

kj+  liOi  Hi*  cap,  j,J  bchtsd-  way  uf  c^veutipu  thidiby  tk  a^e* 


2^hcft  were  the 
af  tmleirai* 
ed  brcuL) 


4  And*  when 
he  httfapprehend* 
t£  him  ,  he  pul 
|kiminpnroR,and 


(  Pcrer  there* 
fore  wo*  kept  In 
prifou;  but  pray¬ 
er 
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crwuaiidtwitlt* 
oat  ceiling  of  the 
rburch  liuto  God 
far  Emu. 


6  And  when 
Herod  would  hare 
.  brought  him 
forth  »  the  fame 
Peter  was 
it  cv  ping  between 
t*o  foUfen  r 
btiunJ  wi:h  two 
cbint  ^  and  the 
keepers  be fare  the 
doorfccpttbc  pri- 
Jba* 


7  And,  behold, 
the  angel  of  the 
Lord  came  ttpoo 
bin,  and  1  light 
ihineJ  in  the  pri- 
fuDi  and  he  fmntc 
I'cUr  on  the  f:tle, 
?:kI  riHidhim  op, 
faying,  Arife  up 
quickly.  And  his 
chains  frll  otf 
from  k:$ 


B  And  the  an¬ 
gel  faid  unto  him. 
Gird  tbyidf,  and 
bind 


danger,  and  of  the  great  importance  of  his  life,  to  the 
interdt  of  religion  ;  and  being  full  of  affedtion  and  con¬ 
cern  for  him,  united  their  earned,  importunate,  and  fre¬ 
quent  prayers  to  God,  day  and  night,  on  his  behalf,  in 
faith  and  hope  that  he  would  gracioufly  and  powerfully 
pear,  in  his  owrt  way  and  time,  for  his  deliverance. 

6  And  as  he  gave  them  opportunity  and  (pace  for  fer¬ 
vent,  folcmn,  and  repeated  addrefles  to  a  throne  of  grace, 
that  he  might  glorify  his  own  name,  as  a  God  hearing 
prayer ;  (o  be  feafonably,  and  in  a  furprizing  manner, 
amwered  their  Applications  :  For  the  very  night  before 
the  day  which  Herod  had  appointed  to  bring  Die  apottle 
out  of  jail,  in  order  to  his  being  publicly  put  to  death  j 
Peter ,  not  being  terrified  by  his  adverGiries,  nor  yet 
eipefting  immediate  deliverance,  laid  hitnfelf  down 
and  ikpt  with  a  compofed  and  quiet  heart,  as  knowing 
that  he  frittered  for  a  good  caufe ;  two  of  the  foldiers  at 
the  fame  time  being  chained  *,  «ie  to  his  rigbt  hand, 
and  another  to  the  left,  to  prevent  his  privately  flipping 
away  from  them  jaiul  two  others  (landing  as  centinels 
at  the  door  of  the  prifon,  that  none  might  force  its  locks 
and  bars,  and  open  it  for  his  efcape;  in  this  manner 
four  at  a  time  kept  watch  and  ward.  ( ver .  4.) 

7  And  whilft  every  thing  was  thus  made  as  fure  as 
poflible,  for  detaining  him,  behold  how  wonderfully  God 
appeared  at  the  critical  juncture,  and  furmounted  all 
difficulties  in  releafing  him  l  All  on  a  fudden,  an  an¬ 
gel  of  the  Lord,  difpatched  from  heaven,  entered  the 
prifon,  and  was  furrounded  with  fuch  bright  ami  glo¬ 
rious  rays  as  enlightned  the  whole  room  ;  and  having 
roufrrd  Peter  out  of  his  fleep,  by  giving  him  a  jog  on 
his  fide,  he  f,  unawares  to  all  the  foldiers,  {ver.  18.) 
gently  railed  his  body ;  and/fpeaking  to  him  at  the 
lame  time,  faid,  Stand  upon  your  feet  without  delay. 
Upon  which  the  chains,  that  fattened  him  to  the  two 
foldiers  lying  by  him,  were  mitaculoufly  (napped  afun- 
dcr,  as  if  they  had  been  but  twined  thread,  and  fell  off 
from  his  haods. 

8  The  angel  like  wife  faid  to  him,  with  authority 
and  engaging  lundnefs.  Gird  thofe  clothes  about  you,  in 
which  you  have  lain,  aud  are  now  clad;  and  put  on 


NOTES. 


your 


*  The  Semsn  way  of  cliaipinj;  pritbnen 
by  fattening  otic  end  of  an  iron  chain 
of  fome  length  to  the  tight  hand  of  the  pri* 
fnticr*  and  the  other  end  to  the  left  band  Of 
trrti  of  a  foldier,  if  but  one  had  the  col  tody 
of  him  ;  and  by  fattening  another  duin,  in 
J  ike  manner,  lit  the.  left  band  of  the  prtfemer, 
aud  the  fight  of  mother  ibldier^  if  be  wtff 


committed  in  the  cere  of  two,  as  Pcur  was, 
f  The  foldiers  might  Ik:  cither  taft  into  a 
deep  ikep,  or  Aruck  with  blimintfs*  or  elie 
with  fuch  tunftjfiou  and  aftoRiihmeitt  at  this 
awful  and  illtiftrioas  np  peart  doc  of  the  angel* 
as  made  them  incapable  of  obferving  wha^ 
becainu  of  x* 


and 


10  When  they 

pa  ft  the  (lift 

the  fcond 
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binil  on  thy  6«-  your  fandals,  tying  them  'fall  with  their  thongs  to  your 
did!  AndhefiUh  feet»  which  he  accordingly  did  :  And  the  angel  further 
unto  fiioi ,  Caft  added)  Throw  your  loofe  upper  garment  ahout  you,  and 
thy  garment  a-  t|jen  come  aftcr  me  j  intimating,  that  be  was  feat  of 
loafmtT’111  God  to  deliver  him  out  of  prifon,  and  out  of  the  cruel 
hands  of  Herod. 

a  And  he  went  9  And  Peter  oheying  the  word  of  command,  with* 

ow,  and  followed  out  hefitancy  or  difputing,  readily  followed  his  heaven- 
thw  t"£  ly  Eu*de,  wherever  he  might  go  before  him;  and  yet, 

which  war  done  knowing  himfelf  to  have  beep  in  a  found  Deep,  he  did 
IlLu'ht  bffaw'a  not  immediatdy  apprehend,  that  all  this  management 
viHoL  *  *  of  the  angel  was  really  matter  of  fa£l ;  hut  rather  ima¬ 
gined  that  he  had  only  a  dear  vifionary  reprefentaiion 
of  thefe  things,  in  a  dream,  as  tho'  they  had  been  real. 

10  When  the  angel  had  conducted  him  und!  (covered, 
through  the  ttrft  and  fecond  watches,  that  were  fet  for 

wHa/they™**!*  the  greater  fafety  in  the  night  *,  they  came  to  the  iron 
unto  the  iron  gate  gate,  that  flood  between  them  and  the  city  >  and  rho’  it 
that  leadeih  unto  was  exceeding  (Irons  and  heavy,  and  well  fattened  with 
pened  to  them  of  locks  and  hars,  it,  by  an  mviuble  power,  was  made  to 
hit  own  icoord;  fly  open,  as  readily,  and  all  at  once,  as  if  it  had  open- 
tnd'piffedoD  ^  merely  itfelf ;  hereupon  they  went  out  of  the  prifon- 
rhro*  one  Area;  yard  with  fafety,  free  from  all  obit  ruflions  that  lay  in 
end  forthwith  the  their  way  ;  and  having  walked  together  the  length  of 
from  0De  ^eet  *n  t^lc  city,  which  brought  the  apoftle  out  of 

the  clutches  of  his  keepers,  and  into  his  own  knowledge, 
and  gave  him  a  fair  opportunity  of  (hitting  for  himfdf, 
the  angel  immediately  dtfappeared  ;  there  being  no  fur¬ 
ther  occafion  for  extraordinary  aififtance  to  compleat 
his  efcape. 

11  Then  Peter t  being  alone,  and, having  recovered 
himfelf  from  the  ecttacy  and  furprize  which  had  made 

rfoTrty.VhaTTbo  kim  ready  to  think  of  himfelf,  as  only  like  one  who 
.Lord  hath  font  dreamed  of  things  that  were  too  great  and  good  to  be 
*agd,  and  true;  he,  in  a  compofed  refle&ion  on  all  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  cafe,  faid  in  his  own  mind,  I  am  now 
thoroughly  a  {lured,  that  this  was  no  imaginary  feme, 
by  way  of  divine  premonition  of  what  fhoutd  be  ;  hue 
that  the  Lord  Jefus  has  actually  fent  one  of  his  holy 
angels,  who  are  all  mmiftnng  fervants  unto  the  heirs 
of  falvation,  (Heb.  i.  14.) ;  and  that,  by  the  kind  mini- 

ftiation 

N  O 

*  It  if  moltly  thooght,  that  the  prifon 
was  in  the  fuburbsj  because  the  iron  gate  it 
&id  ro  Jure  Jed  intn  the  city;  bat  then  one 
would  be  apt  to  expett,  that*  being  already 
OUt  of  die  pH  ion  t  thty  Vent  ort 

to  die  ci ty,  rather  hare  been,  tbty 

-n*eir/itrw:  It  therefore  teem*,  that  the  iron 
gate,  which  led  into  the  ciry^  tv  as  only  a 


JT  And  when 
Peter  was  come 
tohicnfclf  he  faid. 
Now  I  fcmtw  of 


T  K, 

ftrong  oxintari  between  the  prl£ai  and 
the  city,  whether  the  prifon  iiiclf  were  with* 
in,  or  without  the  walU;  and,  perhaps,  the 
firft  and  fvcoud  vdtchci  wett  rather  Inch  21 
were  placrd  in  the  prifbn-yard  for  grt*icr  It* 
cuntr,  than  publitfc  watches  'belonging  14 
the  city. 
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tuihitcKveralroe  ft  rat  ion  of  this  meflenger  from  heaven,  he  has  miracu- 
^ou^y  deliver «i  me  out  of  Herod’s  power,  who  thought 
all  the  expefoti-  be  had  got  me  fate  ;  and  has  disappointed  the  hopes  of 
ob  of  the  people  thofe  unbelieving  and  malicious  Jews,  who  were  look- 
cf  the  je«r.  jng  and  longing  for  my  death, 
ti  And,  when  j  2  And  when  he  had  deliberated  with  htmfelf  what 

h«  ha«i  co» rttiet cd  ^  his  prudence  and  duty  to  do,  for  dmprovintr 

to  the  hoafe  of  this  extraordinary  deliverance,  he  went,  under  a  happy 
Mary  the  mother  direttioo  of  Providence,  to  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Alary, 
ofjohn.wh^efir-  0ne  of  his  friends,  (who  was  the  filler  of  Barnabas ,  (Cel, 
whcit  many  v ere  iv*  ro.)  and  the  mother  of  John  Mark)  where  a  conn* 
grthcmitogeiher,  derable  o  amber  of  the  church  were  a  dc  mb  led  together, 
prapng,  w  ^  ]n  thc  oighr,  for  fear  of  the  Jews  ; 

(John  xx*  ip.)  and,  encouraged  by  Chrift’s  promife, 
(Matth*  xviii.  rp,  20 .)  were  fpending  time,  in  (blenm 
prayer,  as  they  had  often  done  before,  for 

their  beloved  apoftlc  in  bonds,  that  God  would  appear 
for  him  at  this  critical  jan&ure,  fuice  Herod  had  refold 
ved  to  proceed  againft  him  the  next  morning,  (wr.  6.) 

13  And,  as  Pe-  jj  And  as  foon  as  Peter  knocked  at  the  door  of  the 

porch  6i/mf  fw  of  the  houfe,  a  young  woman, 

Advnfdcaawto'  whofe  name  was  RJ?odaA  went  to  liflcn  and  inquire  who 
heartu-n ,  earned  he  was,  or  whom  he  would  fpeak  with,  and  what  his 
Rhcdi*  bufinefs  might  be  at  that  unfeafonable  time  of  night, 

that  (be  might  be  fatistied  whether  it  were  a  friend,  or 
an  enemy,  before  (he  would  venture  ro  let  him  in. 

14  And,  vh<m  14  Upon  Peter* s  telling  her  his  name,  and  defiring 

^  tnfEc  PCmO  (h^»  well  knowing  his  voice,  was  fo  ex- 

n^tbe  for  ceflively  transported  witb  joy,  and  furprifed  at  the  un- 
gbdncfs,  hot  ran  expe£ked  and  unlikely  event,  that  (lie  had  not  patience, 

Pa^oodbeforc  afl<^  Pre^cncc  °f  m’n<^  enough,  to  open  the  door,  but 
the  gate,  ran  Sack  with  all  fpeed  to  the  company,  and  told  them, 

that  Peter  himfclf  Hood  at  the  door,  tee  king  entrance; 
God  having  anfwered  their  prayers,  while  they  were  yet 
/peaking^  according  to  his  promife,  [ffa*  1xy»  24-) 
t$  And  the,'  *5  they  being  as  much  furprifed  as  (he,  and 

fiid  imtg  her ,  knowing  that  he  was  in  fall  hold,  cried  out.  That  is 
Thou  art-  mad-  impolfiblc  ;  fome  excefs  of  your  imffions  therefore  mult 
!y  affirmed  thui  it  cercamJy  have  turned  your  brain,  and  made  you  talk 
vu  thus  wildly  :  But  (be  perlifting,  like  one  in  her  fenfes, 
that  Qie  was  pofitirely  fure  it  was  he  5  they  concluded  * 

that 


N  0 

*  Artbe  wml  ttyytxcc  figftifieS  a  meffin- 
ttrf  as  well  it  an  I  have  taken  iu  both 
ftnfe;  but  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
)  alt  was  intended,  becaufe  angels  often  ap¬ 
peared  in  thofe  day*,  and  an  aagej  «at  more 
likely  than  a  meflenger  from  Prfer,  to  imi. 
tato  hit  voire ;  and  thefe  dilcipfea  (um  to 

hiiie  received  the  common  Delicti  of  the 


T  E, 

Trvf  in  thofe  days,  that  every  good  man 
n*d  his  tutelar,  or  2U^rd1;sn  anjjj,  who,  on 
fpecut  occzGous,  could  -flume  the  ilwpe  and 
Tuicc  of  the  man  hhnfrli ;  though  it  do  put 
&p pear  tbit  there  la  ^ny  foundation,  in  rhe 
nrord  of  Cod ,  for  this  conceit,  of  well  one's 
having  hU  particular  gitardiin  an^ii,  in  di- 
fiinflioQ  from  others,  Vid*  Cdv,  hi  Lee, 
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i  &  But  Peter 
cooliuued  knocks 


ly  Rot  he, beet- 
dung  unto  them 
with  the  hand  to 
hold  their  peace, 
declared  onto 
them  how  the 
J  tOrd  h  ad  brought 


fiid*Kerfii  it was  either  fome  meflenger  from  him#  who  fpok< 

mgeL*  tM  tik*  him,  or  mentioning  his  name  was  mifunderftood, 
as  tho*  he  had  called  himfelf  Peter ;  or  that  it  was  an  an¬ 
gel  from  heaven,  who  imitated  the  tone  of  his  voice, 
and  came  to  bring  them  fome  tidings  concerning  him. 

1 6  But  while  they  were  debating  the  matter,  Pelert 
iog.  /tad  when  finding  that  the  family  was  op,  continued  flill  knock- 
they  had  opened  ing }  and  the  company,  being  defirous  to  fee  how  far 
/Jwjfaw^iand  Uv  tj,c  young  woman  might  he  in  the  right,  ordered  the 
JkmUhed/  **”  door  to  be  opened:  And  when,  npon  feeing  the  apoftle, 

they  were  fatisfied  it  was  really  he  himfelf,  they  were 
exceedingly  amazed  to  think  how  he  got  thither,  and 
could  not  forbear  aflring  him  about  it. 

17  But  as  no  time  was  to  he  loft  in  particular  inqui¬ 
ries  and  anfwers,  left  his  enemies  fhould  purfue  and 
fiod  him  out,  he  made  a  Ggn  with  his  hand  to  intimate 
his  defire  that  they  would  be  filent,  and  give  him  au¬ 
dience  i  and  then  briefly  told  them  in  what  a  wonder- 

turn  out  otitic  pri -  fu]  manner  the  Lord  Jefiis,  by  an  angel,  had  fet  him 
Oo*  (few  "thefc  at  liberty  ■  And  as  none  of  the  other  apofUes  were  pre- 
ihingsnntojames,  fent  at  this  aflemhly ;  but  Jamei  the  lets,  the  fon  of 
Atpbeoj ,  {Matth,  x.  3.  fee  the  note  there)  was  then  * 
not  far  off,  he  ordered  them  to  go  and  acquaint  him, 
and  the  reft  of  the  hrethren,  how  miraculoufly  he  was 
brought  out  of  prifon,  in  anfwer  to  their  prayers, 
that  they  might  blefs  God  for  it,  and  be  comforted  and 
encouraged  hy  it.  Thereupon  he  took  his  leave  of  the 
company,  and  went  to  another  place,  that  they  might 
not  be  expofed  to  danger  for  his  fake,  and  that  he  might 
wait  for  a  proper  opportunity  of  getting  out  of  the  way 
of  his  enemies,  and  going  on  with  his  Lord's  work, 
wherever  he  ftiould  call  him. 

18  Now,  as  foon  as  the  following  day  came  on,  the 
wu  no  final  l  ftir  guards  awaking,  mi  fled  their  prifbner,  and  were  in  the 
«rt  wLttii  b>  utmofl  confternation  and  fright,  in  thinking  what  was 

Qr  Peter,  become  of  Peter  ;  one  charging  another  with  negleQ, 
and  all  of  them  being'  utterly  at.a  lofs  to  account  for 
his  efcape,  and  dreadfully  apprehenftve  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  extremely  fevere  upon  them,  as  having 
connived  at  it,  or  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  prevent 
it,  if  not  acceflary  to  it. 

19  And  they  had  reafon  to  he  afraid  of  this :  For 
fw  when  Herod  fent  for  him  to  be  hrought  out  of  jail,  in 

order  to  the  intended  puhlic  execution,  and  perceived 

that 


and  to  the  br*^ 
riittQ*  And  he 
deputed ,  and 
went  into  another 
place. 


i8Now*«focm 
itiiVH  day,  r  here 


N  O 

*  Itfa  tmeeruin  whether  Jams  were  at 
that  time  in  JtrafaUniy  or  in  foftic  nc 
houring  part*  of  ibe  country  ;  but  wherever 
he  was*  neither  he  nor  any  other  of  the  apo- 
(tics  could  appear  openly  with  Afcty,  becaoic 


T  E. 

of  the  violence  of  ilcrtfs  per&CDlfrn,  whirh 
trow  Jnmcd  to  he  mod  dirtftly  levelled  a- 
gainft  fuch  a fifties  as  were  within  bh  me h ; 
and  therefore  iU  the  refl  or  them  wer*  pmt 
from  that  city. 
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firl)lin,and  found 

br*1  Jiof.  he  eat* 

in  load  the  keep- 
cn  ,  and  corn- 1 
marvHed  that  tfrty 
ih>uM  be  put  to 
death.  AjvI  he 
went  down  from 
jmten  to  Cefarc*, 
a::d  tbtrt  abode. 


10  And  Herod 
w*i  highly  Jif* 
plea  fed  with  them 
of  T jrie  a  bd  Sy- 
(l'in  :  but  they 
cunewith  one  at* 
cord  to  him,  and, 
having  nudeHhf- 
tos  the  king'* 
chamberlain  their 
friend  ,  dertred 
peace  :  beeaufo 
therr  country  ten 
piwrilhed  by  the 
king  £  country* 


it  And,  upon 
a  fet  day,  Herod, 
arrayed  ill  royal 
apparel,  fat  upon 
hi*  throne  ,  and 
made  an  oration 
onto  thcoip 


that  be  was  gone ;  and  when  he  had  made  inquiry  after 
him  in  the  city,  but  could  not  find  him,  he,  fummon- 
ing  the  foldiers  to  appear  before  him,  ftri&ly  examined 
thole  four  of  them  particularly,  wbofe  turn  it  was  to 
be  on  their  watch,  how  they  came  to  lofe  their  prifoner ; 
and  they  being  unable  to  give  any  account  of  it,  he 
forthwith,  ordered  that  their  lives  {hould  go  for  his.  Af¬ 
ter  this,  he  fet  out  from  Judea  to  Cafdrea,  where  he 
continued  for  fome  time*,  to  purfue  his  diverlions  in 
celebrating  the  games,  which  Herod  the  great  had  m- 
ftifuted  to  be  obferved  every  fifth  year,  to  the  honour  of 
Cafar’a  memory. 

ao  And  as  this  Hcnd  Agrippa  was  highly  offended 
with,  and  {r«w***jw* ►)  threatened  to  mdc  war  upon  the 
people  of  Tyre  and  Sidm,  for  fome  mifdemeanor,  which 
he  charged  them  with  ;  fo  they  took  the  opportunity, 
whilft  he  was  in  their  neighbourhood,  of  fending  am- 
baffadors  to  him,  by  a  united  deputation  from  hoth 
thofe  cities,  to  make  their  fubtniflion,  and  appeafe  his 
refentment ;  And  having  obtained  the  frientifhip  of  Blaf- 
tus  the  king’s  chamberlain,  who  had  his  ear,  t!i**y 
made  ufe  of  his  intereft  to  procure  their  reconcili¬ 
ation  with  him,  which  was  highly  neceffary  for  them, 
hecaufe,  being  a  numerous  and  trading  people,  and 
having  little  land  of  their  own,  they  could  not  well  fub- 
fift  without  a  fupply  of  com,  honey,  and  oil,  and  fuch 
like  provifions  from  Judea*  and  other  parts  of  the  king’s 
dominions,  (i  Kings  v.  1 1.  and  Ezek.  xxvii.  1 7.)  which 
they  feared  he  would  prohihit,  uulcfs  the  breach  were 
made  up  between  him  and  them. 

21  And  upon  an  appointed  day,  when  there  was  a 
great  concourfe  of  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men,  Herod 
appeared  in  wonderful  pomp  and  Hate,  clothed  with 
magnificent  glittering  robes  of  filver  brocade,  which  by 
the  fhining  of  the  fun  upon  them,  perfc£tly  dazzled 
the  eyes  of  the  fpe&ators,  and  gave  him  a  mod  awful 
and  auguft  appearance :  Thu*  arrayed,  he  placed  him- 
felf  on  his  royal  feat,  and  made  a  fine  fpeech  to  the 
people,-  in  praife  of  Cafar’s  memory  +,  and  of  his  own 

high 

HOT  s. 


■  y&ftpkm  fays,  that  be  went  down  to  C<- 
firta  for  this  purperfe ;  and  that  It  was  at  the 
end  of  the  third  year  of  hi!  reign  over  all 
Jfidta*  .  Vid.  Ani\q*  Jib,  lit.  c*p*  8* 
f  It  U  tctv  probable,  that  this  oration 
was  feted  both  to  the  occtfon  of  the  aflem-* 
bhr,  in  honour  of  Cf/a/s  memory*  and  to 
the  affair?  that  Jay  between  Her*d  and  the  in* 
habitant!  of  Tyc  and  Sitka*  who  are  the 
proper  antecedent  to  tbm,  to  whom  this  o- 
nriou  was  Jiudc  J  and  that  it  was  calculated 


to  eatol  his  own*  a?  well  as  praifts* 

on  at^count  cf  lib  power  over  them*  nod 
oondcfcenfioo  to  them.  Jtjtphn  tells  in, 
that  this  vu  ou  the  fecond  day  vf  that  friii- 
vai  ;  and  that  HcrU  went  early  in  the  mim¬ 
ing  into  the  theatre,  clothed  with  a  robe  of 
Curious  workmanship,  all  of  (liver,  ivhteh 
rvfleAat  the  ray*  of  the  riling  fun  *jth  futh 
luftrr,  os  ft  nidi  the  eyes  of  them  that  I  out  el 
upon  him*  whh  a  fort  of  drau  arid  horror, 
Aa$$.  lib*  jus.  exp.  8* 


144 


The  Acta  of  the  Apostles  pdfaphrafetL  Chi  xil 


high  pretentions,  and  great  goodnefe  in  palling  by  the 
offence  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre  and  ftcfevopon  their 
fubmiffion  to  him. 

uAoddiepeo-  22  Thereupon  the  people^  partly  pleafed  with  “this 
fafiaVyii  is  the  ^fcourfe,  and  partly  defirous  to  gratify  his  pride  and 
Tmec<rfsgod,and  ambition,  furrounded  him  with  {hoots  and  applaufe, 
•ot  of  «  man.  as  though  he  were  a  god  *,  laying,  An  oration  deliver* 
ed  with  fnch  majefty  and  fweecnefs,  eloquence  and 
force,  is  rather  the  voice  of  an  incarnate  deity,  or  at 
leaft  of  one  that  defer ves  to  be  deified*  than  of  a  mere 
mortal  man. 


And  imme¬ 
diately  the  angd 
of  the  Lord  finaic 
him,  becaufc  be 
gave  not  God  the 
glory:  and  he  was 
ealen  of  worm*, 

tod  gave  up  the 
ghoft. 


*4  Put  the  word 
of  God  grew  and 
irMiciplicd* 


15  A  oil  Barn** 
bu  and  fiaul  re¬ 
turned 


23  But  (*)  God  foon  humbled  him*  in  a  moll  exem¬ 
plary  manner,  for  the  iniquity  of  bis  pride,  and  of  hit 
cruelty  to  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  as  he  had  tome  other 
haughty  tyrants  and  perfecutors  before  him :  For  u 
Nebuchadnezzar,  amtdft  bis  imperious  beads,  was  dri¬ 
ven  from  his  throne,  and  levelled  with  rhe  brutes, 
(Dan.  iv.  31,  &c.)  and  Betfbazzar ,  whilft  he  was  lift* 
ing  up  himfelf  againft  the  Lord  of  beaven,  had  an  a- 
flonilhing  notice  of  the  lofs  of  his  kingdom,  (Dan.  v. 
22 , — 28.)}  fa  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  as  a  minifier  of 
juftice,  immediately  (truck  Herod  with  a  loathforae  and 
mortal  difeafe  f,  becaufe  his  vauity  was  fo  tickled  with 
the  impious  flatteries  of  the  people,  that,  indead  of 
checking  and  rebuking  them,  be  was  fond  of  taking 
thole  divine  honours  to  himfelf,  which  were  due,  and 
ought  to  have  been  aferibed  to  God  only :  And  fo  ma¬ 
lignant  was  his  diftemper,  that,  in  the  compala  of  five 
days,  he  was  in  a  manner  devoured  by  worms,  which 
bred  in  his  putrified  flelh,  and  preyed  upon  ir,  till  he 
finiflied  bis  wretched  life  by  a  mod  deplorable  death. 

24  In  the  mean  while,  notwith  (handing  the  hte 
fierce  oppofiuons  and  cruelties  of  Herod  againft  the 
Chriftians,  but  especially  after  he  was  cut  off1,  in  In 
Sftonilhing  a  manner,  by  the  righteous  hand  of  God, 
the  gofpel  was  freely  preached  in  many  places,  and  at¬ 
tended  with  great  fuccefe  in  the  converGon  of  multi¬ 
tudes,  and  in  the  edification  and  eftabiiftiment  of  the 
difciples  in  their  mod  holy  faith. 

25  And  about  this  time,  Barnabas  and  Saul  having 

dif- 


N  O 

4  Such  bl&fphcnjous  flattery  war  the 
more  criminal  in  th»  Company,  at  many  of 
them  werejirwr,  who  profefled  to  abhor  the 
polytheHiD  of  the  heathens;  and  perhaps 
they  d aligned  it  u  an  affront  to  Chrilt,.  by 
Anting  up  in  oppoGtion  and  prefer- 

«ce  to  him,  who  had  fpokc  ofhimlclf  as 
God  incarnate. 

t  We  haw  account  at  large  oftfur  dilcafr 
!■  Jrftpbuiy  and  of  ffrrwfs  being  forced  to 


T  E. 

acknowledge,  that  he,  who  was  then  cried 
up  fora  God,  mnd  die  like  a  mortal  muu 
Ant £f.  xi it,  taf*  B*  And  EgfibtMi  bis  re¬ 

cited  the  whole  ftory  of  him,  ag  an  ttlelbti- 
on  to  the  troth  of  the  icriptur^hi  fiery  of  it, 
Kii,  Ettlefitfi*  hi  ft*  lib*  ii.  cat,  to.  See 
IPhhby  on  tint  place,  for  various  infUnoer  of 
the  liEe  mifcrahle  exit*  of  violent  perimtotf, 
who  wen  eaten  ojj  of  wonni* 
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tbjrteAfmmjm-  difchargcd  their  truft  at  Jeru/aim^  ya  deli  wring*  and 
haTfuiffllcd /tar  wc  about  a  due  diflributferi  of  the  charity  fenc 

m ini flry^oj  took  by  the  Antiochian  Chrtflians  to  the  believers  there, 
«ith  Hjem  John,  {chap*  xi*  30*)  returned  from  thence  back  to  Antmb3  to 

vorciirtoincffii  tarr^  on  tlic  worlt  t|ic  L0rj .  Jn  tfiat  g^at^y^ 

and  to  be  fent  from  thence  to  fti II  remoter  parts  among 
the  GmtiUs%  {chap.  xiit,  i,  2,  dre;)  And  they  took  s* 
long  with,  them  John  Mark*  ‘at  whole  mother^  houfc 
the  difciples  were  met  to  pray  for  Peter ,  when  he  came 
to  them,  (wr.  12*)  and  who  was  Barnaht ir*s  nephew, 
(Coi*  iv«  io«)  that  they  might  train  him  up  for  the  mi- 
niflry  \  and  that  he  might  be  afuihmt  to  them  in  their 
travels  and  labours,  {chap.  xiii-  5.)  accounts  of  which 
f  ate  given  at  large  in  the  following  parts  of  this  hiftory, 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

WhJfch  fliill  we  looft  wonder  nt,  tHe*  wrefcednefs  of  tmeti  in  promoting,  or  the 
wifdotn  of  God  in  over-ruling  the  peffccutiona  of  the  church  ?  This  ts  An  iniqui¬ 
ty  made  up  of  felfiflinefr  and  pride,  rafbtfefs  and  cruelty;  it  is  noting  but  dmx**g 
evil  z  ana  as  the  way  of  flu  is  all  down- hill,  one  ftep  drags  on  another,  and  ca ti¬ 
ll  ot  tell  how  to  It  op  fhort  of  ufurputg  God's  prerogative,  afid  of  imprifontugand 
murdering  the  beft  of  men:  Btrt  how  pleating  foever  all  this  may  he  to  ignorant 
and  furious  bigots,  and  how  much  (beser  applauded  by  mean- fpi  riled  flatterers, 
it  is  highly  of&nftve  to  the  merciful  and  holy  God,  who  often,  in  jeaionfy  for 
his  own  glory,  makes  the  haughty  and  molt  violent  perfccutors  memorable  ex¬ 
amples  of  his  dreadful  vengeance,  and  delivers  his  faithful  fervants  oat  of  thru- 
hands:  O  with  what  amazing  management  does  his  providence  operate,  in  over- 
riling  the  word  that  men  can  do*  to  fubfme  the  propagation  of  the  gnfpel,  and 
the  tncreaft  of  the  church  }  and  in  ftafonably  cutting  off  its  implacable  enemies, 
amidft  all  tbeir  pomp  and  grandeur  1  The  prayers  of  his  people  are  their  aims  of 
defence ;  and  will,  one  time  or  other,  prove  too  hard  for  aU  that  oppofe  them  ; 
when  God  pours  down  his  Spirit  of  grace  and  Application,  it  is  a  frgn  that  their 
deliverance  is  at  hand ;  and  the  time  of  tbeir  extremity  is  his  opportunity  to  arife 
for  their  help ;  In  the  mount  of  the  Lord  it  fliad  be  Teen  ;  he  wiH  rather  fend  zn 
angel  from  heaven,  than  not  execute  ht a  kind  detigus  toward  them :  But  when 
he  affords  them  ordinary  means  for  their  prvftratiou,  miracles  are  needkft,  and " 
they  ought  not  to  eapeA  them. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

Saul  and  Barnabas  art  fokmnly  feparated  to  their  apofioVtc  office  among 
Gentiles,  as  veil  as  Jew*]  in  tie  church  at  Antioch*  1 , — 3.  Tbeir 
jirfl  apofioEc  journey ,  beginning  at  8e)eticia,  and  proceeding  front 
thence  to  Salamis  ana  Paphos,  in  the  Ifle  Cyprus*  4*““7*  Their  ren¬ 
counter  at  Paphos  with  Elymas  the  forceret,  and  converting  Ser¬ 
gios  Paultis,  8,-12.  Saut,  who  from  that  time  it  called  Paul,  goet 
with  Barnahas  and  others  to  Perga  in  Pamphylia,  and  from  thence  to 
Antioch  in  Pifidta,  where  they  preached  Chrifl  to  the  Jews,  and  de¬ 
vout  Gentiles,  many  if  which  were  converted,  1 3,— — 43-  But  other 
Jews  contradicting  and  blafpbeming,  they  waxed  hotdf  and  preached 
to  the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  with  great  juccefs ,  44, — 49  And,  the 

unbelieving  Jews  ratfi”g  perfection  againjl  the  apojiles,  they  de- 

You  III.  t  K  ’  t*r* 
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part  from  thence  to.  Iconium,  bearing  their  teftmony  aga&jft  thtft 
'inf dels*  and  leaving  the  dtfciples  full  of  joy*  50, — 5 a. 


Trxt. 

ja<HVthere  »*re 

■*’  in  the  church 
that  Anti¬ 

och  cmaln  pro* 
phctfc  and  teach- 
cn:  as  Banaabas, 
sod  Sifflcon  that 
C«Ued  Niger, 
and  Lucias  of  Cy* 
rctic,3n<l  M«nndi| 
which  had  been 
brought  up  with 
Herod  the  te* 
inrcb,  and  Sank 


%  Asthryjtii- 

nilind  to  the 
Lord,  andfaflrd, 
the  Holy  Ghoft 
Aid,  Separate  me 
KarQabu&ndSattl, 
for  the  work 
whtre 


Paraphrase. 

NOW  in  the  church  at  Antwch^  the  metropolis  of 
Syrian  which,  confiding  moftly  of  Gentile  converts* 
(fee  the  notes  on  chap *  xi*  20,  24.)  was  deemed  the  mo* 
ther -church  of  the  believing  GentUesy  as  that  at  Jtrufd- 
icm  was  of  the  believing  Jevisf  and  of  all  that  {houM 
be  afterwards  brought  to  the  faith  of  Chrift;  there 
were  not  only  ordinary  preachers  of  eminent  gifts  and 
graces,  but  l  ike  wife  a  cenfiderable  number  of  prophets, 
who  were  the  higheft  rank  of  officers  neat  to  tbe  -apo* 
files,  (fee  the  note  on  ebap*  xi.  27*  and  were  the  prin¬ 
cipal  minifters  in  this  church  ;  as  particularly  the  'be¬ 
fore*  mentioned  Barnabas*  [chap,  xii,  25.}  and  *  5i- 
meon*  who  for  bis  tawney  complexion,  and  the  -colour 
of  Iris  hair,  was  fir  named,  by  the  Latins ,  Ai^er, 
which  fignifies  bhek :  There  Were  aifo  f  Luci f,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Gyrene  ;  and  Manaen*  who  had  been  educated 
with  Herod  Jniipas*  the  tetrarch  of  GaSke*  {Luke  iii, 
1.)  and  fo  was  fitch  an  intimate  friend  and  favourite  of 
that  prince,  as  might  have  expetted  great  preferments 
fiom  him ;  bur,  grace  having  reached  his  heart,  he, 
like  another  l\Ufes*  defplfed  them  all  for  Chrift;  And, 
to  name  do  more,  there  was  the  famous  Saul*  who  late¬ 
ly  returned  hither  with  Barnabas  from  Jerufalem* 

2  WhjUt,  on  a  certain  day,  thefe  mfpired  prophets 
were  leading,  di  retting,  and  aflifting  the  worihip  of  the 
church,  in  exhortations  to  them,' and  in  atts  of  religi* 
ous  devotion  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  for  the  honour  of  bis 
name,  and  m  obedience  to  his  commands ;  and  while, 
for  the  greater  folemnity  and  continuance  of  tbefervice, 
and  humbling  of  thcmfelves  before  him,  they  abstain¬ 
ed  from  the  ufual  refrcfhmcms  of  nature,  the  Holy 
Ghoft  faid  to  them,  by  immediate  fuggeftion,  and  J 
with  the  majefly  and  authority  of  a  divine  perfon,  Set 
apart  Barnabas  and  Saul  In  a  lolemn  manner,  as  mi* 
niftring  fervant*  dedicated  to  me,  and  to.  the  good 


NOTES. 

*  Some  have  thought  that  this  &Ti9Ktfl  wa*  pronouns  It  and  mt*  is  fpcald"?  10  tlic  pm- 
Simtn  the  Circw fw,  who  was  compelled  io  phrtsj  *aJ  ha  being  Aid," that  he  ca/fri  the 
bear  tbc  cwfs  afier  our  Ctf/*  flier  to  their  work,  and  they  Tvtrt  jtet 

twry.  *rr)  ^  jmh  by  him,  which  all  perton^ 

t  W*  read  of  one  Lunas*  who  is  men-  fhcwhim  to  be  what  re  call  a  ferjea;  and 

t  kitted  by  the  apolic  Pw/  as  a  perfon  of  his  ordering,  by  bis'  owo  authority,  and  id 
wow*,  [Rout,  xvJ,  ^1*)  be  might  probably  bo  an  abiotaie  way,,  that  Barnes  and  Stmt 
the  tafifli  here  fpoken  of  as  a  prophet;- and  fltoold  be  fef&mUi  to  as  perfoiw  devo- 
Dr  Ugbtfee:  loagiacd,  that  tSii  might  be  led  to  his  honoft rand fcrvicv*  in  the  work  to 
Jjtkti  who  was  the  writer  of  this  tufioiy,  uhfch  he  called  them,  fbews  that  be  It  ; 

■nd  of  that  Gofpd  which  bear*  hi*  oajne,  divine  p^ibn,  or  truly  God* 

1  The  Holy  Spirit**  ufiog  the  perfoiul 
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Uf 


vhcMBiito  1  bats  work  to  which  I;  together  with  the  grest  Head  of  the 
«Qed  uwm.  churchy  have  appointed*  called  and*  anointed  them,  and 
inclined  their  hearts,  that  they  might  go  into  diftanc 
countries,  and  preach  among  the  Gent  tit i ,  as  well  as 
jevttf  the  uhfearebabie  riches  of  Cbrift.  {Epb.  jii.  $,) 

3  And  when  3  Accordingly,  when  the  prophets,  with  the  con-* 
InT pi*ay!d ** mil  curr*ncc  thc  church r  had  fpem  feme  further  time  in 
lili  th«r  hand*  fafting  and  prayer,  for  recommending  them  to  tba; 
nn them, ihejf f*nt  grace  of  God,  {chap,  xiv.  26  )  add  for  a  bltRing  on- 
tntu  iva.y.  their  labours  ;  and  had  laid  their  hands  upon  them, 
as  an  ordinance  to  their  faith,  and  as  a  fignal  of  fur¬ 
ther  extraordinary  furniture  and  aftiftance  which  be 
would  giVc  them  for  fulfilling  that  part  of  their  mini-  '* 
ftry,  they  difmifled  them,  with  high  appro- 

balion  of  their  travelling,  in  the  quality  of  apoftles  % 
to  difciple  alt  nations  t  according  to  the  commiffion 
which  Chrift,  before  his  afctnGon,  had  given  to  his" 
feevants  in  general# 

4  They  therefore  {**)  being  in  this  public  ami  fo¬ 
ie  mu  manner,  and  with  this  rich  encouragmenr,  font 
out  by  the  fpecial  direction,  influence,  and  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  began  their  Aril  apoftolick  journey,  by 
going  diieftly  to  Seleucia,  which  layabout  fifteen  miles 
from  Antioch^  on  the  river  Or  antes ;  and  from  thence, 
going  a  fliip-board,  they  failed  away  to  the  iflaod  Cy¬ 
prus  in  the  Mediterranean  fea,  which  was  Barnabas's 
native  country,  and  abounded  with  Jews. 

,  S  And,  when  j  And  when  they  arrived  at  Salasttis,  which  was  the 
nL^tb^p^b-  C^l*e^  WWD  eaftem  part  of  that  ifland,  over  a- 

rJsh«»onfolCod  gainft  Sjria  ;  they  firft  of  all  repaired  to  the  fyna- 
iniKr  rynigogofi  gogues  there,  as  tney  ufually  did  in  other  places,'  and  ■ 
rLvhhVj'T*oj‘h2  probed  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  to  the  Jews, 
w  Mr  miniiLcr.  that  they  migbt  give  them  the  preference,  and  leave 
them  without  excufe  :  And  John,  whofc  firname  was 
Marky  [chap.  xii.  25,)  attended  them,  to  a  flirt  them  in 

the 

NOTE. 

*  Thc_, wbor  of  itifiettase*  Sacra  k«  ytars  mote  to  the  Gentile  profclyte,  of  the 
mule  it  exceeding  probable  to  mtt  that  «  it  gate:  As  alfo  that,  about  the  fame  time; 


4  So  lK=*i  be¬ 
ing  Cent  Forth  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft, 
departed  uotoSc* 
ieuria ;  and  from 
(EKflCiMhey  filled 
10  Cyprus, 


tvai  Dcctlbiy  for  qii  apoflle  to  have  feen  the 
Lord  after  his  refturcfiion  from  the  dead ; 
C*  Sail  s  hit  jot iroey  with  Burhabas  to  Jf«- 
/d/rnf,  vu  tM-dnc  when  he  Caw  (he  frrfon 
of  Cbrift  in  a  trance  in  one  of  the  courts  of* 
the  temple,  which  is  referred  to,  chap,  xxii 
14.  (ftetbc  cote  on  rhdf*  is.  H)  and  (tut 
then  he  received  h\$  com  mi  {Eon  immediate* 
ly  from  Cbrift  bim/clf,  for  his  apoftolic  of¬ 
fice  which  vu  to  be  ewrrifcd  principally 
among  the  idolatrous  Gcnblh  ;  "for  till  now, 
he  prejebed  01^  u  a  prophet,  without  the 
npoftoUc  rbir^er,  about  frufsoi  tight  years 
to  it#  Jew  only,  and;  about  tm  o t  thtxc 


Amtahas  was  made  &n  apofUe  of  (he  Gtn+ 
fikij  together  with  him  ;  and  that  this  tru 
fir  ft  nntifird  (o  the  prophets  at  the  church  at 
Antmb%  who  cupld  not  bat  be  pltaied  with 
thefe  two  peribns  whom  Infinite  Whilom 
had  fiied  upon,  as  the  in  oft  proper  and  uu- 
excepiiouahle  meflen^era  to  the  hcithtn  ; 
bet  snfe  they  thcmfclvcs  were  horn  on  ftrrjiV 
ground,  one  at  Cyphitt  and  the  other  at 
rarfnt  and  had  irj  a  jfcat  white  pnntklr 
approYcd  themfdtcs  to  be  citiineot  and  bith- 
fpl  miruftm  of  the  popped,  Scetiiij  fuhjrft 
elaborately  difenffed  in  fjfay  II,  p.  iyt  4 

and  tfiy  III*  throughout; 
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€  And,  when 
they  had  gore 
through  the  ifle 
untoPaf>hoi,thcy 
found  a  ceitain 
forcerer ,  t  ftlfc 
prophet*  a  Jew, 
ndmre  mine  ins 
Bfocfus ; 

T  Which  wbj 
with  the  deputy 
of  the  country  , 
Scrgiut  Pa  u  Jus  , 
a  prodent  man  \ 
who  called  for 
BiTnabfiid^ul, 
audddirtdto  hear 
the  word  of  God* 


$  But  Elyma* 
fht  fltreeretr,  (fur 
fo  is  his  name  by 
inlerprciauon  *  ) 
wiihflood  them  t 
Jerking  to  turn  a 
way  the  deputy 
tom  the  frith. 


0  Then  Saul, 
(who  alfo  h  c  Jkd 
Paul,)  lilkU  wUh 
the 


the  work  of  the  Lord, *  as  private  or  public  opottunh 
ties  might  offer. 

6  And  when  they  had  travelled  through  the  greateft 
part  of  the  ifland  to  Paphos,  which  was  its  chief  city 
on  the  wcilein  coaft,  and  had  been  famous  among  the 
heathens  for  the  temple  of  Vcwus  :  At  this  place  they 
met  with  a  very  noted  forcerer,  who  dealt  in  the 
wicked  art  of  divination,  f^t  up  for  a  prophet  and  for¬ 
tune-teller,  and  was  a  Jevt'b'f  birth,  whofe  name  was 
Bar-Jefus ,  which  Ggnifics  the  fon  of  Jofbva. 

7  This  infamous  wretch  bad  got  accefs  to  Sergius 
Paulas,.  the  Roman  governor  of  the  Hand  *,  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with, him,  who  refided  at  this 
city,  and  was  (ev»w»r)  an  underftanding,  confidcrate  man 
and  who  having  heard  fomething  of  the  fame  of  Bar¬ 
nabas  and  Saul)  and  of  the  new  do£trine  they  taughr, 
was  defirous  to  fee  them,  and  hear  from  their  own 
mouths  what  they  had  to  fay  about  the  Chrtftian  «li 
gion,  that  he  might  the  better  compare  and  judge  be* 
tween  their  pretentions  and  thofe  of  Bar-Jefus  r  And 
therefore  he  fent  for  them  to  come  to  him,  as  Cornelius 
had  for  Peter,  (chap,  x.)  Providence  fo  ordering  it,  that 
their  way  might  be  the  clearer,  in  their  firft  going  to 
preach  to  an  iJelatroia  Gentile,  as  that  apoftleVwas,  for 
his  firft  preaching  to  the  profelytes  of  the  gate. 

8  But  when  they  went  to  inftrull  him  in  the  chief 
points  of  the  gofpel,  this  forcerer  (whofe  Arabic  name, 
Efymas ,  (ignifies  a-  magician)  fet  himfelf  to  contradict 
and  oppofe  them  with  ali  his  tricks  and  arts,  as  the 
magicians  in  Egypt  did  Mofes,  (Exod.  vii.  and  viif.  com¬ 
pared  with  2  Tan.  iii.  8.)  endeavouring  thereby  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  governor's  receiving  the  faith  of  Chrifl.  >  left 
not  only  he,  but  many  other  idolaters  likewHe,  by  his 
example  and  influence/  fliould  be  induced  to  believe; 
and  fo  both  his  own  and  Satan's  intcreft  fliould  be  over¬ 
turned  among  them. 

9  Then  Saul,  who  from  this  time  forward  (hall  be 
called,  and  commonly  went  by  his  Roman  name  Paul t» 

as 


NOTES. 

*  The  word  here  remimd  the  dtpaty,  both  (fade  perrons  were  made  wtUihhs  of 
(wSwcIO)  fini*ili*»  a  pntaaful,  With  ww  their  icfpeOive  provinces’ by  tht/inffi;  the* 
the  eh  kf  governor  of  a  province,  when  he  before  that  time,  the  go »e more  of  them  fc- 
ntfet  over  it  by  ihtJftMt  fen  ate ;  But  this  venlly  received  their  authority  from  the  «; 
officer  was  railed  prapntar,  when  he  wu  ferar,  uillbn  vert  oiled  ^n/rom.  Tti- 
tnade  governor  of  a  province  hy  the  eitipe-  lino  nic*  to  this  purpofe  from  Dit  Cafin, 
ror,  is  the  lieutenant  is  made  governor  of  Strabo,  Suttoam,  and  Toatas,  may  be  fecn 
Ireland  by  the  king  of  Oiral  Brilain.  The  ii*  Lsrdatr'i  CrtftHfitjtf  tilt  Gtfptl  Rip.  vul. 
fame  titl=  is  likewise  girtii  to  Gal  fit.  the  cl-  t.  p.  44,  ire. 

der  br otlser  of  Smite,  (trap,  xviii.  is.)  |  A*  Iiii  being  fo  con  fi  ant  iy  oiled  Ps»\ 
with  an  euft  propriety,  hecaulc,  at  the  lime  ever  after  thii,  v»  ntoft  agijreabU  10  the 
of  Lsir's  wriiiug  his  hifloty  of  tbe  ABt,  G  mbits,  when  he  became  an  spoflle  to  than : 
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*4$ 


the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  mod  acceptable  name  to  the  Gentiles  j  and  who* 
hi^*1**  °n  *1*®  moft  eminent  and  active  apodle  in  his  mini- 

drations  to  them,  bears  a  chief  part  in  the  following  hif- 
tory ;  this  Pault  1  fay,  being  filled  with  wifdom  and 
knowledge*  and  with  a  juft  indignation  and  zeal,  by  an 
extraordinary  afflatus  of  ihe  Holy  Ghoft,  fixed  his  eyes 
ftedfadly  upon  the  magician*  to  put  him  out  of  coun¬ 
tenance,  and  obferve  what  change  might  appear  in  it  $ 
as  alfo  to  intimate*  that  God  took  particular  notice  of 
all  his  abominable  wkkednefs. 

*»  And  ttd,  jo  And,  by  Bn  immediate  diftate  of  the  Spirit*  he 
£ ,  *nd  *11  mifc  fcvcrcty  reprimanded  him,  faying,  O  the  aftonifhing 
diKf,  thoq  child  deceit  and  canning,  and  pernicious  malignity,  that  have' 
of  the  defU,  thou  thoroughly  poffeffed  thee*  thou  child  of  the  devil*  that 
Receiver  and  falfe  accufcr,  who  beared  his  likened* 
not  ceafe  to  ptr-  purfueft  his  imetefts*  a£ted  under  his  influence,  and 
T*rt  th*  rWht.  praflifeft  bis  treacherous  and  inveterate  arts  !  Thou  im« 
ways  of[i*  Lord.  pjaC3blc  jdverfary  of  all  religion  and  holinefe*  truth  and 
goodnefs*  which  tbe  gofpel  is  evidently  defigned  to  pro¬ 
mote  !  How  durft  you  (kill,  while  the  light  of  this  glo- 
rious  gofpel  Ihines  roundabout  you*  perGil  in  putting 
falfe  conflrudions  upon*  and  turning  men  afide  from, 
the  ways  of  the  Lord  Jefus*  which  he  has  appointed  and 
opened  for  duty  and  happinefs;  aod  which  ditcdly  lead 
to  eterrial  life,  and  are  all  right  and  ttue,  without  tb? 
lead  iniquity,  or  error  in  them. 

n  And  aovt  i  t  And  now  behold*  with  dread*  conyi&ion,  aod 
of  thcLmd  £  uji  fnhmiflion !  The  mighty  power  of  the  Lord  Chrid,  whom 
on  thee,  aod  thou  you  have  defpifed,  reproached,  and  oppofed*  will  foon  de- 
flult  be  blind,  uot  cide  the  oonuoyerfy  between  us  his  fervants*  and- you 
fting  the  roofer  ^  ferpant  0f  |j,c  <jcvjl :  His  immediate  and  righteous 
mediately  there  judgment  is  now  irrdiltibly  coming  down  upon  you  ; 
fell  or  him  a  m'rft  and*  maagre  all  the  art  and  force  of  earth  and  hell,  you 
and  he  weotaboul  be  indantly  deprived  ofyour  bodily  fight,  and  con¬ 

fecting  feme  to  tinue  fo  totally  dark  fora  confiderable  time,  at  lead,  as 
lead  him  by  the  not  to  be  able  to  feethcfmalled  glimmering  of  the  Chirr— 
*UIIcl‘  jjig  fun  at  noon-day ;  which  will  be  an  exemplary  and 

emblematical  punilhment  of  your  fin,  in  the  wilful  blind- 
nefs  of  your  own  heart,  and  in  your  perverfe  endeavours  to 
do  Satan's  work  in  blinding  the  minds  of  them  that  be¬ 
lieve  not,  (2  Cor.  iv.  4,):  Accordingly,  all  on  a  fudden, 
a  thick  impenetrable  mid  of  darknefs  miraculoufly  fpread 
over  his  eyes,  and  made  him  fo  entirely  blind*  that  he 
gropped  about  to  feel  his  way,  and  begged  that  fomehody 
would  have  fo  much  pity  upon  him,  as  to  take  him  by 
the  hand*  and  be  his  guide. 

12  Then 


K  O  T.  E. 

fo  the  eontetfiau  of  Patilvf  might  Saalto  that. of  Paul;  thefirflof  vhtcb 

give  the  imiflcittiic  occafion  for  this  klteia-  Wa  JtVifij  she  fecund  his  Km  an  name,  both 
von.  in  the  ulc  of  lm  name,  from  that  of  of  wiiit’U  *crc  riven  him  in  kis  in  fluey  • 


1J0 

nTfpntlede- 
puty ,  when  he 
iiw  what  was 
done  ,  hciicvcJ  * 
being  aH  drifted 
at  the  doAriue  of 
the  Lord. 


13  Nov,  when 

Paul  anl  hU  com¬ 
pany  looted  from 
?4  phoE,they  eitiaC 
to  Perga '(A  P^m- 
phylii:  awJjoSn, 
departing  frum 
them,  returned  to 
Jcru4ja&, 


14  Bet*  when 
they  -  departed 
from  they 

came  ro  Antioch 
In  Fifidia  *  and 
Went  into  the  fy* 
fUgogue  on  the 
£ibbd*h-4flj,  and 
j&t  dow£. 


Tbe  Acts  of  the  Apostles  parapbraftd.  Ch.  iiii. 

12  Then  the  governor  having  been  not  only  prefect 
at  the  debates  that  had  pafled  between  the  apofUe  and 
the  magician,  but  like  wife  an  eyi-witnefs  of  this  aw- 
ful  and  miraculous  event,  believed  in  the  Lord  Jefus, 
who'  had  made  known  his  divine  power,  in  fo  furp tiling 
a  manner,  to  the  cqnfufion  o('Elymast  and  tbe  confir¬ 
mation  of  his  own  mod  excellent  and  holy  do&rinc, 
which  proceeded  from  himfelf  as  its  author,  and  rela¬ 
ted  to  him  as  its  principal  fubje& ;  and  which  came  in 
the  demonftration  of  tbe  Spirit  to  this  great  man’s  heart, 

13  Now  when  the  apoftle  Pool,  and  thofe  that  ac¬ 
companied  him,  ■  fet  fait  from  Paphos*  and  £»  departed 
from  the  il!e  Cyprus*  they  dirC&ed  their  courfe  to  Perga* 
a  city  of  Pampbylia,  which  whs'  a  province  -qf  4fta  tbt 
kfs\  and  the  molt  memorable  occurrence  there  was,  that 
John  Mark  took  bis  leave  of  them,  and  returned  to  Je~ 
ru/alem  to  fee  his  mother,  and  to  feck  for  Peter  there, 
now  Ilendm. s  dead,  chooGng  to  be  with  them,  whom 
he  affectionately  loved,  rather  than  to  go  forward  with 
thefe  apoftles  in  their  difficult  and  dangerous  enterprise 
among  the  Gentiles ;  in  which  he  difeovered  fe  much 
of  a  timorous  and  ielfiih  fpirir,  as  was  highly  difplea- 
fing  to  Paul.  (ebap.  xv.  38.) 

14  But  to  go  on  with  the  account  of  thefe  apoftles* 

.  journey  and  labours,  when  they  left  Perga*  they  went 
further  northward,  till  they  came  to  Mtioeb*  thecapi- 
tal  city  of  Pifidia  j  *  and  there,  according  to  cuftotn, 
they  went  to  the  fynagogue,  where  Jews  and  devout 
Gentiles*  (ver.  16.)  were  aflembled  for  religious  wor? 
fhip,  on  the  fabbath-day  j  and  fet  thcmfelves  down  in 
a  proper  place  among  them,  hoping  for  an  opportunity 
of  fpeaking  ro  the  whole  congregation  f. 

j$  And  after  tbe  fe&ipns  of  the  law  and  prophets, 
appointed  for  that  day,  were  read  as  ufual  tbe  ruler 
of  the  fynagogue  underftanding  that  Pai(i  and  Barnabas 
bore  a  public  character  as  extraordinary  prophets,  fent 

to 

T  B. 

t  Tbe  Uv  «o &  the  prophet*  were  each  of 
them  divided.  %  fome,  into  fifty-two,  or, 
fay  other*,  into  fifty*  tfiree,  pr  fifty -finji  Ac¬ 
tion*  J  abd  by  reading  of  one  fedien  of  each 
every  fabbam  dap,  or  joining  two  of  the 
fhonett*  once  or  twice  In  the  year,  if  there 
were  eccafion  for  it,  die  JdUft  ofed  to  read 
ow  thole  part*  of  the  Old  TeAimcnt  in 
their  fynajjngoet  oooe  a  yparj  but  the 
fre/ii,  wlirch  ar#r  called  the  Pfalmu  i*  di* 
-JtiDftiofl  from  the  lav  ?nd  toe  propberi, 
were  not  publicly  read  Among  them*  See 
Ligbifitfj  voL  L  p  f}}*  and  voL  ft.  p.  tic*. 

mS  fFthtif* McpRft  yolv  iii,  p,  i?js 


XX  And,  after 
the  reading  of  tic 
law  and  1  lie  pro¬ 
phet^.  jhf  r  lifer* 
if  ihc  fynagogue 
lent  Ho  to  diem  , 
ft  ling, 

N  O 

*  This  Antbrb  i$  different  from  that  men- 
turned  vrw  t  .  Tfaf  was’ the  metropolis  of 
and  thU  of  Pi&ftV,  z  country  in  ihe 
Ajh;  and  both  weve  called  Awtiotk, 
Pa  w  n*Oii  gentility  dioughtj  by  Srlftttm 
JVixaw,  *|jo  hoik  ihem,  and  gave  them 
lhat'inree  in  honeur  of  hit  father  Atttwbvi, 
f  Though  the  apoftles  tonftandy  otter- 
pci  the  Lord**  (by,  3$  the  New 
fabb-tb*  fur  celebrating  aft  religion*  ©rdi- 
in  £briftian  afterobSips  f  yet  ^hcyiooh 
apportmutic*  of  going  to  rhe  Qoagogne*  of 
(he  on  fair  frbbuth,  Ijcciuk  cbeo  the 

grejreft  compapy  of  lHto  jctc  cathoed 
’  ”  ‘  s 
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****"■6  *°  k*  them  know  that  they  might  have  the  free  liberty 

ye  haie  uryVonl  of  the  fynagogue,  (fee  the  notes  on  Luke  iv.  16,17.) 
ofnbortatloQ  for  faying,  in  a  ftlle  of  civility  and  refpelt,  Ye  men  and  bre- 
the  people,  fiy  thren,  who  are  partaken  of  the  fame  ho  man  nature, 
4111  and  defeended  from  rise  fame  father  of  the  faithful  with 


if  Thai  Paul 

Shod  up  t  and 
tieckt*un£«ilh/Nj 
handful,  Men  of 
Jfrict,  ar.d  ye'thtat 
fcjrGoJtgiitow- 
dieocc. 


ourfdves,  if  ye  are  inclined  to  expound  what  has  b?en 
readj  or  to  give  any  word  of  exhortation  or  confolation 
(r*p**WCTt,f)  to  the  people,  be  pleafcd  to  let  us  hear  it. 

16  Then  Paul  got  op,  and  making  a  fign  for  filence, 
by  a  motion  of  his  hand,  addrefTed  them  in  the  follow* ' 
ing  manner :  Ye  detccndems  of  our  father  Jacoby  and 
Jms  hy  religion ;  and  ye  devout  Gentiiest  who  profefs 
to  worlhip  the  God  of  lfrael,  (fee  the  note  on  ebap .  viii. 
27.)  I  befeech  you  to  bear  with  attention,  impartiality, 
and  patience,  .the  important  things  I  am  going  -to  deli* 
ver  according  to  the  fertptures,  which' ye  all  own  to  be 
the  word  of  God  ; 


it  Tbe Qed of  17  The  only  living  and  true  Jehovah,  who  made  the 
d’cho^  heavens  and  tbe  eann,  even  the  covenant-  God,  and  the 

rhm,  minuted  great  King  of  the  Ifraelitijb  church  and  nation,  made 
«he  people  when  choice  of  our  ancestors  as  his  peculiar  favourites,  in  dw 
itaDjtcrT  is  the  ft>n&‘on  all  the  reft  of  the  world  ;  and  though  at 
bod  on^ypt,and  firft  they  were  but  few  in  number,  he,  for  his  own  name's 
wfahmln^Harm  fake,  fignally  multiplied,  preferred,  and  countenanced 
wt  or  L  f  ll"aB  them,  while  they  Sojourned,  about  two  hundred  and 
fixteen  years,  as  ftrangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt :  And 
when  the  king  of  that  country,  envying  their  profpeti- 
ty,  laid  them  under  grievous  oppremons,  the  Lord  de¬ 
livered  them  out  of  their  houfe  of  bondage  by  wonder¬ 
ful  figns  and  miracles,  which  his  almighty  power 
wrought  on  their  behalf. 

,«  And  ahmit  i$  He  likewife  gave  them  his  ftatutes  and  ordinan- 
TM«7bfered'he  ces  M  <l*re^  and  regulate  their  religion  and  morals ;  and 
ihur  manner,  in  when,  notwithftandiftg  all  this,  they  foon  rebelled  a- 
♦ite  vikkraeu.  gaiaft  him,  he,  in  his  amazing  patience  am!  long  fuf- 
fering,  bore  with  their  ingratitude,  perverfenefs,  and 
unbelief;  yea,  with  their  murmuring*;,  mutinies,  and 
idolatry,  and  other  numerous  provocations,  for  about 
forty  years  in  the  wilder nefs  of  Sinai  * ;  and  all  along 
provided  fot  them  with  the  tendered  care,  and  by  a  train 
of  miracles.  {Dent.  i.  31.) 

iv  Am),  when  19  And  wbitn  he,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  had 
he  haj  dalrQyed  cut  off  fevtn  wicked  and  idolatrous  nations  for  their 

that  were  »H  poflcfHou  of  the  land  of  Canaan, 

.n*  to 

N  O  T  E, 

*  Sew n\  topic*  »nd  Tertian*  of  coriGdav  tbdr  fflwwh  Vid,  Wi//*  « th*t 
able  Tt^iiMtifn  teid  be  neerifi-  b  (be  wird  lUcd  by  the  Seventy  in  iJni-S 

4aihtfoi  inlliad  of  befitted1  L 
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f  n  ,  be  drnded 
ttuirhndtotbenb 
hy  ]aL 


»b  And  after 
th*t  he  gare  M* 
tl>emivd<*nr*bcx3t 
the  fiK»cr  of  four 
bandied  and  fifty 
y  era, tin  til  fci tea* 
&  die  p ttphett 


to  make  way  for  fits  cbofen  people,  (7j/B.  iii.  10.)  be 
gave  them  the  inheritance  of  that  fruitful  country,  a 
figure  of  the  heavenly  ope,  which  was  divided  among 
them  by  for. 

20  And  here  they  continued,  for  about, four  hundred 
and  fifty  years,  under  the  immediate  government  of 
God  bimfelf ;  who,  as  occasions  required*  raifed  up, 
and  eminently  fpirited,  a  fort  of  extraordinary  officers 
called  Judges,  that  they,  under  him  as  the  only  Sove¬ 
reign,  might  rule  his  people  Ifrael,  fight  their  battles, 
vindicate  their  rights,  add  deliver  them  out  of  the 
hands  of  fimounding  enemies,  who  were  frequently 
troublefome  to  them }.  under  which  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  they  continued  till  the  days  of  the  famous  prophet 
Samuel. 


«r  And  after-  at  But  after  alt  this  indulgent  care  and  kindnds, 
rthl  *' 7nd*0tad  wkich  God  had  (hewn  them,  they,  wanting  to  be  like 
m*eE^nto  them  the  nations  round  about  them,  ungratefully  defired  a  king 
*«1  the  foil  <rf  to  be  fit  oyer  them  ;  And  God,  highly  difpleafed  with 
Skof«“;!i£  ^em  ^/gefling  him,'  that  h«  might  not  reign  over 
by  thcrpaceofijtf-  ("cm,  and  preferring  a  temporal  monarch  to  Iron,  graqt- 
tjtw.  ed  their  requeft  in  judgment  to  tfiem,  (t  Sam.  vut.) 

and  appointed  Saul,  the  fon  of  Cu,  of  the  tribe  of  Ar» 
jama,  to  be  their  king,  whole  reign,  together*  with 
'Samuel’s  preceding  government,  filled 'up  the  fpace  of 
forty  years.  ■  ' 

it  And,  vhen  22  And  when  God  had  rejedrd,  (i  Sam.  xv.  oh.) 

*n  h»  providence  taken  away,  thU  prince,  who  bad 
njito^^DjTa  difobeyed  his  commands,  aqd  perverted  the  true  ends  of 
m  be  their  kinc ;  government ;  he,  in  (us  great  goo  dnefs,  appointed,  fpL 
Hted,  qualified,  raifed  up  from  a  low  and  mean  ftate, 
and  laM.'T'hatr  enthroned  David  to  be  their  king ;  a  man  of  emi- 
fonod  David  the  nent  wifdom,  piety,  and  valour,  to  whom  the  Lord 
&?■ h.5m/^  bore  a?  bonoorahkieftiinoi.y,  faying,  I  have 
ht*n.  whiclLftiH-  Patched  upon,  and  provided  a  king,  even  David  my 
pffifaHmy  will'  fetvanit,  tne  Ton  of  J'tffe  the  Bethlehmite ,  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  (i  Sam.  rri.  t.j  a  man  whom  i  know  and  ap¬ 
prove  of,  and  who  will  bereadyto  X&ifwer  all  my  defigns 
and  orders  in  governing  the  people:  ^y  all  which  ye 
may  fee  how  free  and  fovereisn,  pudeferved  and  yet ». 
bundanr,  the  care  and  kindpeis  <rf  God  have  been  to  bix 
people  Ifrael.  through  various  difyerfationg,  as  lo  many 
types  and  fpecimens  of  the  further  fayour  he  intended 
-  f°r  them,  by  fettjjng  the  Mrifiab'y  kingdom  on  Davuf s 
houfe.  '  ‘  '  9  • 

tjPft},!* iti»RV  ,  24  Qf  wjiofe  offtpring,  as  pertaining  to  the  flefo, 

bits  God  ,  God,  according  to  his  prptnife,  firft  to  this  great  man 
*  "  bimfelf,  P/al.  cxucii.  I 1.)  and  afterwards  to  tbe  whole 


£b.  rift 

pctonlrog  to  his 
pivmtfr  *  nifed 
pnfo  Ifrid  8  S«- 
TOor,  Jcfiu; 


wWticn  John 
hat  fir fl  preached 
before  bn jeoming 
the  baplifoi  of  re* 
pcRUticctoall  Etc 
people  of  Ifod, 


if  Aodnjoha 
fftlQIlcdhhnoOTre 
be  laid  t  Whom 
think,  fe  that  I 
am?  I  am  nor  ^ 
jtat-  behold,  i  here 
coijitth  one  after 
m'V  (Viocs 

oflfftccthm  uoe 
worthy  to  loofi. 


id  Men  *n& 
f>rc  hr?  n,  children 
pf  the  dock  of.A- 
braham^nd  who¬ 
soever  *cntMg  you 
feamh  Qod  t  to 
you  if  the  word 
of  thb  Jalvtiuin 
kau 
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church,  (fa.  zi.  r,  2.)  has  now  at  length  authorized 
and  qualified,  exhibited  and  exalted,  and  firfi  of  all  fent 
to  hu  own  covenant-people,  the  Ijraehtes ,  Jefus  Chrift, 
whom  he  has  railed  up  as  an  horn  of  falvation  for  tbeiq 
in  the  houfe  of  his  fervant  David,  {Luke  i.  69.)  to  deli¬ 
ver  them  ffom  fin  and  mifcry,  and  advance  them  to 
heavenly  glory. 

24  To  introduce  this  glorious  Saviour,  in  a  manner 
fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  his  perfon  and  office,  John  tie 
Baptift,  going  before  him  in  the  fpirit  and  power  of  A- 
Hat,  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  appearing  in  his  public 
miniftry,  preached  the  neceffity  of  repentance  to  all  the 
people  of  Jfratl ,  without  diftinftion  j  and  called  upon 
them  to  make  a  folemn  profeffion  of  it,  by  being  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  name  of  the  approaching  Meffiah,  that  they  - 
might  obtain  remiffion  of  fins  through  faith  in  him., 
(Mark  i.  4.  and  Luke  iii.  3.) 

25  And  in  the  courfe  of  John's  miniftry,  when,  to¬ 
ward  the  clofe  of  it,  bis  reputation  grew,  and  was  efta- 
blifhed,  and  the  people  began  to  have  a  notion  as  tho* 
he  were  the  Meffiah  himfelf,  he  faid  to  them,  What  do 
ye  take  me  to  be?  if  ye  imagine  that  1  am  the  promifed 
Meffiah,  whom  all  of  you  are  now  in  expe&ation  of, 
ye  are  under  a  great  roiftake ;  for  1  affine  yon,  that  I 
am  not  he,  (Joan  i.  10.)  But  behold,  laid  he,  I  bring 
you  the  belt  of  tidings  ;  there  is  one  juft  at  band,  ready 
to  appear  in  his  public  character,  who  is  indeed  the. 
Chrift  ;  and,  compared  with  whom,  [am  fo  very  mean  and 
contemptible,  as  to  be  utterly  unworthy  of  performing 
the  mou  humble  ftrvice  of  taking  off  his  thora* 

26  This  brings  us  to  the  main  point,  which  yfc,  the ' 
apofUes  of  Chrift,  are  driving  at  in  f peaking  to  yuo, 
whom  we  look  upon,  and  would  treat,  with  the  utmolt 
refpett  and  earned  folicitude  for  your  welfare  as  ye  aro 
rational  creatures,  that  are  capable  of  confidering,  and 
have  immortal  fouls  to  be  faved,  or  loft  far  ever,  and 
as  ye  are  our  brethren,  partakers  of  fleth  and  blood,  and 
children  of  the  promife  together  with  outdrives,  even  all 
of  you,  whether  ye  be  the  natural  teed  of  Abtqham,  or 

1 devout  GentUef,  tnat  wurthip  fhe  God  of  Jfratl ;  we,  in 
the  name  of  our  great  Lord  and  Matter,  do,  for  your 
caution  and  enponragement,  declare  to  all  and  every  one 
of  you,  that  the  gofpe],  which  thews  the  only  true  way 
of  fpiritoal  ai)d  eternal  falvarion,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  is  now 
lent,  by  his  $on?n|iH*00>  to  be  publiftied  to  you,  and 
freely  propofed  to  your  acceptance,  as  perfons  that  need 
ft,  and  sye  concerned  in  it,  thoqgh  i(  W4?  Qtft  of  all  fent 
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to  them  that  dwelt  at  Jerufalm.  and  in  Judea  and 
C  alike. 

*7  For  the?  that  27  For  to  take  ofF  your  prejudices  againft  Jefua  of 

'£££&?!£  Nazareth,™  acawtu  of  his  ignominious  death,  and 
fertftbccaoftthcj  tofhewhat  abuadabt  grace  is  tn  bis  heart  to  the 
hoc*  bfot  unt,  urorfl  of  bis  enemies;  let  it  be  ferioufly  conGdered, 
of*" the  'prophets  ^  at  the  co jnm  on  people  at  Jerufatem,  and  their  chief 
which  are  read  c*  pricils  and  rulers*  who  ftirred  him  up  againft  hint,  join* 
«ttf  JkbhaMay,  ed  together  in  procuring  his  crucifixion,  hecaufe  they 
really  did  not  know  who  this  Lord  of  glory  was,  nor 
yet  underhand  the  true  meaning  of  what  was  foretold 
concerning  him. by  their  own  prophets,  which  are  ‘read 
in  their  fynagogues  every  fab  barb 'day ;  (fee  the  note  on 
ver.  xr.)  But  as  it  was  owing' to  their  own  pervert- 
nds,  that  they  were  ftrangers  to  thefe  things  ;  fo  their 
ignorance,-  and  their  wickednefs,  in  condemning 
him,  as  an  impoftor  and  malefa&or,  wetc  over-ruled, 
by  the  wifdom  of  God,  in  fucb  a  manner,  that  they 
themfelves  thereby,  unwittingly,  and  contrary  to  their 
own  delign,  exaftly  fulfilled  tbofe  very  prophecies  con¬ 
cerning  him  which  foretold  the  Mefuah’s  fuffe  rings 
and  death. 

riJr^SSTS.  . 2-  And  though  they  could  prove  no  crime  upon 
canTc  of  deuhi*  him,  for  which  he  defcrved  to  die  ;  and  rhe  Roman  go- 
Ww ,  yet  Aifired  vernor  binifeff,  before  whom  he  was  tried,  declared 
'  rhat  'he  found  no  fault  in  him,  (Luils  xxiii.  4.)  yet  .fo 
malicious  and  outrageous  were  they  again  ft  him,  that 
they  infifted,"  and  ioceflantly  pleaded,  till  they  prevail¬ 
ed  with  Pilate,  even  againft  his  will,  that  he  fhould  be 
'  put  to  death. 

*0  And,  whm  19  And  when,  by  this  their  ill  ufage  of  him,  they 
they  bad  fa j (Hied  had  accomplifhed  all  that  is  recorded  in  .the  ancient 
ten 'of  him*  the"  prophecies,  relating  to  the  manner  of  bis  death,  even 
t«»k  lothe  moll  minute  drCumftanccS  of  it}  they,  being 

.  ffawthutec,  and  aflured  that  he  was  really  dead,  c on fc toted  to  Pilat/s 
wdchrr  'n  *  **"  order,  that  he  (hould  be  token  down  from  the  crofs, 
and  (bould  be  laid  in  a  fepiilchre,  as  one  that  ought  to 
be  buried^  and  kept  as  fccurely  as  pofiible  under  watch 
and  feal,  to  prevent  all;  fraud  in  removing  his  body, 
and  all  falfe  pretences  thereupon,  that  he  had  revived 
again.  ( Matth .  xxvii.  58,-66. 

■r  f*  ,?ot  36  But  notwithftaiiding  all  their  malice  and  precau- 

dead!  **  tiotos,  God  railed  him  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day, 
to  vindicate  bis  character,  and  reftify  bis  own  entire 
approbation  of  him ;  and  to  fhew  that  his  law  and  jus¬ 
tice  were  compleatiy  fatjsfied  by  his  fufferings  for  the 
fins  of  all  that  fhould- believe  in  him. 

.31  And,  co  put  this  important 'fatt  paft  all  difpute, 

the 


vjt  Aoihewat 
tea 


Gb.-siii. 

fen  many  day* 
of  tbcm  vkich 
up  vkh 
him  from  GaJik* 
eo  Jcmiilni,  *ho 
arc  hit  witndlcf 
uato  ti«  pccplw 


^1  And  we  de¬ 
clare  unco  you 
gU  tiding*,  ™ 
chit  the  promtfc 
which  was  nude 
unto  the  fathers, 
j;  God  h^h 
fuelled  the  fame 
unroot  rhrircMI- 
<Ucnt  10  that  he 
h.itS  ra'fd  up 
Jc  d^  again;  at  it 
i f-  *\*\>  wnt^co  in 
the  '.cmnrl  pja)mf 
Th»ii  m 
thte  day  haTe  I 
j^cguttcji  thee. 


^4  Atidai  con- 
ccr  ihat  he 
riiinl  him  op 
from  the  dead* 
0#v  no  more  to 
ream  U>  carttip- 
tion>  h^  Taid  on 
this  wi£r,  1  \y: H 
voo  the  fare 
inertia  of  Dix'id* 
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therifen  Saviour  was  feen,  and  converfrd  with,  at  feveral 
rimes  afterwards,  in  the  fpace  of  forty  days,  by  a  great 
number  of  bis  diiciples,  men  of  unqueftiouable  reputa- 
tion  for  bonefty,  that  were  well  acquainted  with  him, 
and  bad'  often  attended  his  miniftry,  and  travelled  with 
him  from  Gaiilee  to  Jeruftlem,  and  fo  could  not  mi  (take 
any  other,  perfon  for  him ;  thefe  he  appointed  to  be 
witnefTes  of  it;  and  they  accordingly  have,  in  the  face 
of  ali  oppofition  and  danger,  and  at  the  peril  of  their  lives, 
attdlcd  it  i  and  as  many  of  them  as  are  (till  living  con¬ 
tinue  to  alTert  it  to  the  people,  with  invariable  unanimity 
and  conftancy,  wherever  they  come,  to  this  very  day, 

32,  33  And  we  ourfelvss,  having  feen  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  fince  his  r;furre£iion,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  ix.  17,  J 
readily  join  in  their  teftimony  •,  and  are  come  hither  to 
proclaim  to  you  the  moll  joyful  tidings  that  ever  reach¬ 
ed  the  ears  of  the  finfol  fons  of  men,  viz.  That  God 
having  in  former  ages  made  a  gracious  promife  of  the 
Meffiah,  in  whom  all  nations  fhould  be  bleJTed,  and 
having  often  repeated  it  to  the  patriarchs,  our  pious  an- 
c^ftorr,  has  now  in  his  faithfulnefs  actually  accomplifli- 
c;l  it  to  us,  their  defeen  Jems,  and  the  imitators  of  their 
faith  i  forafmuch  as  he  has  given  the  higheft  proof  and 
demon ftration  of  the  divine  and  oljke-cliara&er  of  our 
Jefus,  in  that  be  raifed  biro  up  again  from  the  dead  j 
and  fo  fhewed  that  he  is  the  very  perfon  fpoken  of  in 
the  fecond  Pfalm,  where  the  eternal  Father  is  brought 
in,  as  faying  to  the  Mrfliah,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day 
have  I  begotten  thee :  That  is,  thou  art  my  true  and 
proper  Son  ;  1  in  the  unfuccellive  day  of  my  eternity 
have,  in  an  ineffable  manner,  begotten  thee:  and  in 
the  day  of  thy  icfiirreftion  have  I  eminently  fAamfefted 
and  declared  it,  and  have  further  notified  thee  to  be 
Lord  and  heir  of  all,  as  the  firft-begotten,  and  firlt-bom 
from  the  dead,  whom  J  have  railed  to  all  the  honours 
of  thy  kingdom.  {Rev.l.  5.  and  Col.  i.  18.) 

34  And  it  is  plain  that  God  the  Father  railed 

him  from,  the  dead,  no:  to  die  again,  as  thofe  did 
whom  Chrift  raifed  in  the  days  of  his  flclh  on  earth, 
but  to  be  advanced  to  an  immortal  life  of  all  authority, 
glory,  and  blefiednefs  jn  heaven,  never  to  die  any  more, 
(Rom.  vi.  9  )  or  to  be  laid  again  in  the  grave,  which  is 
called  the  pit  of  corruption  3  {/ft.  xxxviii.  17.)  For  in 
that  everlafling  covenant,  in  which  God  fpeaks  of  hts 
Sou,  {/fa.  Iv.  3,  4.)  an  a  witnefs,  leader ,  and  com~ 
mander  of  the  people,  including  Jews  anti  Gentiles ,  even 
fact)  as  compofe  this  alfembly,  he  exprefTea  himfeif  to 
fhem  after  this  manner,  f  yj  ill  give  you  the  Jure  mercies 
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tf  David)  meaning  the  great  mercies,  which  he  had 
freely  pro  mi  fed,  confirmed  by  oath,  and  would  certain¬ 
ly  perform  in  faithfulnefe  10  David  and  his  houfe,  re¬ 
lating  10  the  perpetual  bleffingsof  the  Meffiih'i  fetd 
and  kingdom,  {PfaL  lxxxix,  t,— $*  and  13, — 37*  and 
which  fhould  be  fulfilled  in  that  dependent  of  Dav idt 
who  was  typified  by,  and  mentioned  under  the  name 
of  bis  royal  father  5  and  was,  by  way  of.  eminence, 
called  the  Son  of  David, 

is  Whmfore  3^  Therefore,  ftill  moreexaftly  to  cbarafleriee  the 
wMthar*  e&/J"  only  true  Melfiah,  he,.  In  -another  of  the  P/ahnt,  is 
TOra  flidt  Hw  brought  in  as  faying,  with  holy  confidence*  to  God  bis 
iaffer  thine  holy  Father,  ( Pfai.  xvi.  10.)  Thou,  in  thy  mercy,  faithful* 
One  tola  (snap-  ncfs>  and  julticc  to  me,  and  rty  Caufe,  wUt  not  permit 
thy  Holy  One,  meaning  his  Anointed,  or  his  ChriR,  to 
continue  fo  long  in  the  Ihte  of  the  dead,  as  that  his 
body  (bould  be  corrupted  in  tbe  grave :  This  could  not 
be  literally  tide  of  David  himfelf. 

3$  For  David,  36  For  we  all  koow,  that  after  David 't  the  ancient 
alter 'he  bad  fay-  kiDg  jrragf  had  fulfilled  the  duty  of  bis  day,  in  the 
by  the  will  many  good  fervices  wbteh  he  did  to  nis  cotemporanes, 
of  God,  fell  <wi  and  by  doing  which  he  was  a  public  bleffing  to  that 
1*e'p'  age,  according  to  the  commanding  and  difpoGng  will 

wST  r»«  of  God  j  he  then,  by 'divine*  ordination,  refted  from 

♦ion:  bis  labours  at  death,  like  one  who,  after  the  toils  of  the 

day,  falls  afleep  at  night ;  and  thereupon  was  laid  in 
the  grave,  the  houfe  ‘appointed  far  ail  living!  (Job  xxi. 
23.)  as  his  anceftors  had  been  before  him  j  and  his  bo¬ 
dy  has,  long  before  this,  been  .turned  ipta  corruption 
and  dull, 

tr  Bothevhom  37  But  the  forementioned  words  were  remarkably 
God  railed  agsia  fulfilled  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  God,  accor* 
00  «nvp-  d'mg  to  this  prediction,  raifed  again  on  the  third  day, 
before  the  time  that  a  dead  carcafe,  not  worn  with  fick- 
hefs,  nor  loaded  with  phyfic,  and  embalmed  as  the 
body  of  Jefus  was,  []cbn  xix.  40.)  ufes  to  puirifyt 
and  fo  his  body,  fay  thefe  means,  as  well  as  by  a  fpeci- 
al  providepce,  was  not  fubjed  to  corruption,  nor  will 
it  ever  be  fo  hereafter}  God -the  Father  having  now  ex¬ 
alted  him  to  an  immortal  ftate  of  glory,  that  by  his 
perpetual  agency  in  heaven  for  finners  on  earth,  he 
might  be  a  public  bleffing,  not  to  that  generation  only, 
in  which  be  lived  here  below,  but  to  all  ages,  till  time 
(halt  be  no  more, 

at  Ee h  known  *38  It  is  therefore  a -matter  of  vail  importance  to  be 
mac*  you  thore-  known,  and  taken  notice  of,  as  we  now  declare  it  ro 
thru™ fa*  thro*  Jou  of  the  human  race,  whom  we  delight  to  think 
du*  of,  and  /peak  to,  as  our  brethren,  and. hope  to  have 

yon 
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^Lr  b  ■  you  fo*  in  Cbrift,  that  an  a&  of  grace  for  the  free  and 
Jowtiie  foreiv”  ^*11  remiflion  of  fins  is  now,  by  a  divine  warrant,  pro- 
arftaf  fin.?  claimed  ro  each  and  every  one  of  you,  through  the  me* 
rit>  and  on  tecouht  of  this  Jefus,  who  was  partaker  of 
human  nature,  and  in  that  nature  was  once  crucified, 
and  is  now  exalted  at  the  Father’s  right  hand  ;  that  up¬ 
on  this  ground  ye  femally  may  be  encouraged  to  come 
to  God,  through  him,  for  this  irxftimahle  bluffing, 
which  involves,  and  leads  the  way  to  all  others, 
js  And  by  3<j  And  through  his  blood  and  rigbteoafneb,  who 
iiew  m  'uftibd  *n  fke  room  and  Head  of  finners,  and  lives  in  hca- 
trom  nnhingi,  ren  .to  make  interceffion  for  them,  every  one  that  is 
from  which  yc  '  brought  to  rely  upon  him,  -  and  receive  him  by  faitb,  as 
Sfcd  bytbeiw  *be-onIy  Saviour,  is  fo  compleatiy  juftified,  36  to  be 
•t  W  entirely  difcharged  from  the  goilt  of  all  his  fins^even 

of  fuch  as  are  fo  great,  that  no  facrifiee'  was  appointed 
for  them  in  the  ceremonial  law;  ami  as  to  be  freed 
from  all  the  condemnation  due  to  them,  from  which  he 
never  could  have  been  acquitted,  by  virtue  of  any 
works  commanded,  or  any  fcnteuce  pronounced,  in 
any  part  of  the  law  of  Mofts. 

4  o  Bewne,  40  Take  heed  therefore  ro  yourfelves,  I  befecch  you, 
that  fore,  left  that  Specially  you  of  the  Jewijb  race,  that,  through  the 
SUdi  Mpokto  perverfenels  of  your  own  hearts,  ye  do  not  obdinately 
of  to  lire  pro-  rejc£t  this  our  gracious  errand  to-' you  $  left  that  awful 
pfaav  ■■  and  alarming  threatning  be  applicable  to,  and  eiceu~ 
ted  upon  you,  for  fo  provoking  a  fin;  in  the  utter  cfe- 
ftruftiw  of  your  nation  in  this  world,  and  more  dread¬ 
ful  ruin  of  your  own  fouls  in  the  near,  which  God 
fpalce  by  one  of  the  prophets,  (Hahhak,  I.  5.)  with  re¬ 
ference  to  the' terrible  havock  that  was  made  by  the 
Chaldeans  on  the  Jrwt  of  that  age,  who  perfifted  in 
their  iniquities,  notwitbftanding  all  the  meffages  be 
fent  fay  the  prophets  to  reclaim  them.  The  purport  of 
whofe  words,  as  they  may  be  welt  accommodated  to 
the  present  cafe,  is  this : 

«tBfbM,yc<fe-  41  Behold,  with  dread  and  horror,  the  irreverfible 
fpifen,  znd  -on-  fsntcucc  I  pronounce  againft  you,  O  ye  contemnerB  of 

toiworkaniwk  ^emn  warnings,  and  of  my  landed  meffages  of 
to  peace  to  you  ;  and  (land  amazed  at  your  own  ftupidity 
-  and  perrerfeDeb  in  rvje&ing  them,  and  at  the  righte- 
ousvengeance  that  is  coming  upon  you  on  this  account} 
yea,  let  your  faces  be  covered  with  palcneb, 

and  hide  yourfelves,  for  fear  and  {ha me,  at  the  thought 
of  your  aftomfliing  perdition  for,  and  in  your  iniqui¬ 
ties:  For,  in  this  prefent  age,  I  have  wrought  the 
greateft  work  of  mercy  that  ever  was  brought  about 
in  th.e  redemption  of  roy  people ;  and,-  for  your  in¬ 
fidelity 
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la  tout  dam  a 

work  which  you 
fhall  in  no  wife 
believe,  though  i 
mtn  declare  it  on* 
to  you. 


4*  And,  when 
the  Jew*  were 
gone  out  of  the 
,  the 
Gentiles  belbught 
tint  theft  word* 
might  be  pTcach- 
ed  to  them  the 
next  fthbath. ' 


43  How,  when 
the  congregation 
w*i  broken  up, 
many  of  i  be  Jew* 
indiclipoafpro* 
fdytts  follmed 
Pad  sad  Bom¬ 
ba*;  wbo»fpeaJc- 
log  to  them,  per* 
Traded  them  to 
continue  in  the 
grace  oT  God* 


fidelity  with  iefpe£t  thereunto,  I  will  bring  to  pals  a 
fofprifing  work  of  judgment  to  fome,  and  of  mercy 
to  others,  in  utterly  abandoning  you,  and  calling  tbe 
Gentiles  in  your  (lead  \  neither  of  which  will  ye  regard, 
or  give  any  manner  of  credit  to,  though  it  be  ever  fo 
plainly,  fully,  and  demon  ft  rad  vely  declared  to  you,  by 
any  whom  I  have  commifEoned  to  allure  you  of  it* 

42  And  when  thofe  Java  that  refofotely  perfifled 
in  their  unbelief  were  fo  exafper^ted-  at  this  clofe  and 
touching  difcourfo  of  the  apoftle's,  that  they  went  out 
of  the  fynagogue,  to  ftiew  their  publie  dilutee  and  con* 
tempt -of  him,  and  of  his  do&rine,  yea,  and  of  C brill 
himfolf  whom  he  preached  to  them  \  tba  the  Gcndld 
eameftly  intreated  him  to  favour  them  fo  far,,  aa  to 
preach  another  fermon  to  them  upon  the  following  fab* 
oath  *,  to  inftruA  them  in  tbe  important  truths  of  the 
gofpel,  which  fo  many  of  the  Jews  had  defptfod,  and 
turned  their  backs  upon. 

43  Now,  when  the  aflembiy  was  dUinifled,  a  confix 
derable  number  of  Jewst  and  f  devout  Gentiles  were  fo 
aflc&ed  and  ImprefTed  with  what  they  beard  of  Chrifl 
and  the  forgiveneis  of  fins  through 'faith  in  him,  that 
they  embraced  tbe  apoftles*  doctrine  •,  and  fo  became1 
followers  of  them  and  ..of  the  I^ord,  and  went  after 
them  to  their  lodging,  that,  they  might  be  further  in* 
ftru£ted  in  tbe  way  of  falvation  3  and  the  apoftles,  re¬ 
joicing  to  foe  what  God  had  wrought,  in  them,  dif- 
courfcd  freely  with  them,  and  urged  upon  them  the  ne- 
cefiity,  tbe  pleafure,  and  advantage  of  their  continuing 
to  adhere  ftedfafUy,  in  their  hearts,  to  tbe  truths  of  the 
gafpel,  which  proceed  from  the  free  favour  of  God, 
difplay  its  glory,  raife  our  hopes  in  it,  and  are  the 
means  of  conveying  its  hidings  to  os  $  and  they  excited 
them  to  perfevere  in  a  folemn  and  holy  profoflion  of 
thefe  doctrines  of  grace.  {Heb.  riii.  9,  and  I  Pet. 
v.  13.) 

44  And 

H  o  T  E. 


*  Tbe  words  («*  w  &***%*  traf^lop) 
here  transited  the  tint  /Math,  arc  a  Wy 
uncommon  phnfe,  and  might  be  molt  lire* 
rally  rendered  bflwtfi i  the  falhthf  mnnio£ 
ItdwMA  ihuiibbuh  and  the  next ;  or  if  rbe 
word  (intGCifltt)  be  taken  to  fignify  *  veekt 
if  it  is  3n  chap,  xx,  7*  Ifir  xvili.  11.  and 
x*iv„  t*  and  ftvcral  other  places,  they  may 
be  rendered  in  the  mi  ad/e  if  the  mtk  ;  and 
were  it  not  that,  in  wr,  44-  we  arc  told,  all 
the  city*  including  the  Gex6lesr  nine  toge¬ 
ther  the  next  fabtaih-day  to  hear  the  word 
of  God,  I  fhotikl  incline  to  under  ill  nd  Iht*, 
a*  a  rrqncft  of  the  Genii  fa r,  that  *1  Pdal  was 
■  emplojo!  fa  pmchfag  to  the  Jrwj  on  their 


ftbbarta,hc  would  fpend  feme  time  00  werU-* 
days  in  preaching  to  them  *  But  this,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a,  like  fenfeof  the  word  par e£u, 
as  Ggnilymg  the  jw\rf,  at  fdkrmng%  fain* 
rather  co  favour  the  fen  ft  gfeen  in  Lbe  Para* 
pfcrafe,  uolcfi  wc  alfe,  \a  ivr.  41,  take  the 
flhbach  to  d  unify  the  vert.  Yid*  PqL 
Crti. 

f  The  or  fre(ehh^ 

(*r3-tycjv;t)  and  the  devout  or  reftgiotn  Greeit, 
inddevtoft  fer/ftns  or  werjfnpptrsf  {chap.  ivi. 
14.  and  xvft.  4*  17*)  *W  proftlytes  of  the 
gire,  who  renounced  idolatry,  and  ^  or  [hip¬ 
ped  the  God  of  IfraeU  S<£  Rlc  jof  JMr*/* 
dij1\  iii.  p*  17,  foh  1* 
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4*  44  And  as  Paid  and  Bamahas  left  no '  means  unat- 

th«  tempted,  for  private  inftr  motion,  all  the  following  week- 
whole  dry  »ge-  days ;  fo  on  die'  next  fabbath,  they,  according  to  the 
God  ^  earnc^  teqneft  that  had  been  made  to  them,  (ver.  42.} 
0  took  an  opportunity  of  preachiog  publickly,  and  parti¬ 

cularly  to  all  fuch  Gentiles  as  fhouid  come  to  hear  them  : 
And  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  *,  even  the  idolatrous 
as  well  as  devout  O' entiles,  having  notice  of  it,  came  to* 
gether  almoft  uoiverfally,  feme  out  of  ciiriofity,  others 
with  worfe,  and  others  with  better  motives,  to  hear  the 
gofpel,  which  God  is  the  author  of,  and  which  be  had 
given  bis  fervanta  a  comnufTion,  now  at  length,  to 
preach  to  them*  {Chap.  i.  8.  and  Luke  xxiv.  4 7.) 
tf«  Jew  the  45  Bue  when  die  unbelieving  Jews  faw  fuch  vaft 
mnltlnjiJej ,  they  crowds  affembltd  together,  and  among  them  many  ido* 
wen  filled  with  laifovs  Gentiles,  to  attend  on  the  apolUes?  mifiittiations, 
envj^uid  fixate  they  f welled  with  envy,  indignation,  and  rage,  at  their 
tMngtwhWiw*  being  fo  openly  favoured  with  the  ’meflages  of  grace, 
lpokeo  by-  Paul,-  aod  flic  wing  fuch  attention  and  regard  to  its  preachers, 
Mifnhrmiii'lg  *0<t  96  thrift  foretold  they  Would,  in  the  parable  of  the  el- 
p"em  der  brother’s  being  angry  and  fairly. at  the  return  of  the 

prodigal  fon,  ^Luke  xv.  28,  29,  30.)  and, they  fet  them- 
felves  to  cavil  and  difpute  again!!,-  and-  run  down  the 
dodrines  that  Paul  preached  }  and  not  only  difputed, 
but  fpoke  reproachfully,  in  an  outrageous  manner  a- 
gainft  them,  even  to  the  blafpheming  of  the  glorious 
name  of  the  Lord.  Jefus,  who  was  the  principal  fuhjefl 
of  the  apoltle’8  difeotufe,  (vcr.  10,-41.)  and  blafpbe- 
ming  the  blefTed  Spirit,  as  if  all  his  gifts  nnd  operati¬ 
ons,  by  which  their  do&rine  was  delivered  and  confirm* 
ed,  were  impoftures  of  the  devil  f. 

46  But 


NOTE. 


*  It  appear*  from  the  following  rerfe*,  before:  Thu*  the  stwfpd  wa*  gradually  pu- 
that  feints  of  this  vaft  multitude  «cn  ifcU*  bulbed,  fird  to  the  Jirvj  and  pro-ftlyrc*  of 
trm*$  who,  op<yi  the  mmonr  that  rlghwvfedfc*  who  were  of  the  fame  chnrrh 

vdk  fpreaj  ibrQad  of  this  new  dnflrifie,  join*  with  them;  then  to  fhc  C^/tjT  or 

ed  the  offembly  of  the  relijpoili  profeljra  to  pro&lytcs  of  the  gate;  and  uow,  at  length, 
hear  what  if  fra*;  for  the  prophecy  recited,  to  the  kklatretu  Gcvtifrti  and  that  upon  tlirir 
T-dr,  *y.  rtLaes  to  them  j  and  it  *u  tlie  own  requril  here,  u  it  had  been  to  i'r rgtttt 
apoftlc?  preaching  to  them,  that  railed  the  Patihit  at  hi*  itqttil  before,  wr-.  7*  And, 
envy  of  the  J4wst  ver*  4 j*  and  pat  them  from  tbit  time  forward,  it  preached  hr 
upon  ftirring  up  the  devout  women*  pm JV  Paul  and  Jbnta&a. j  chiefly  to  tliefc,  though 
lyto  to  peri#cu4c  Pant  and  JSmsbas,  t ter*  not  without  firft  offering  it  to-  the,  Jnrj, 
jo*‘  Accordingly  they  are  called  (tw  f$v*)  where  there  were  any  of  them  in  the  pkcej 
the  Gttttifcs?  ver*  4*1  4^,  In  diftm&ion  to  which  rxavldcr.es  ailed  ti-fe  apoffta* 
from  lie  prvftfyux  tj  the  gate*  a*  well  a*  from  (See  the  note  on  wr,  40,) 
the  J rwj*  ver*  rtf,  rf,  And  when  the  apo-  ,  t  llii*  envious  and  maitetru*  o>ntradkt- 
(ties  returned  to vfajforfrj  they  reported,  {chep*  ing  and  bbfphcmtng,  under  all  the  light  and* 
ait.  ay.)  how,  in  this  journey,  God  had  evidence  that  thefo  Jews  may  be  feppafed  to 
opened  a  door  of  faith  to  the  Gendin,  which  hati'-had,  looks  very  like  the  lia  agunl)  the 
mail  meui  the  ifolam&s  Gentile^  bceanfe  Holy  Ghoft,  which  our  Lord  fpoke  of  as 
ihs:  door  had  been  Opened  to  the  drvwtGez*  what  fhouid  never  be  forgiven;  and  there¬ 
in,  ai  the  eoDVcrliun  of  CfrwWfrx,  long  hire  it  u  no  wonder  that  thcapoULe,  on  thi* 

occ«&m, 
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4 6  Tien  Pul 
vnd  BaniiUat 
waaed  bold,  aed 
fault  It  wit  omf- 
Jarj  that  the  word 
of  God  Ibould 
frft  hurt  toco 
fpokcW  to  you  * 
fcot  &dnff  ye  put 
h  from  ym>  and 
judge  Tooridvci 
G  a worthy  of  ertr- 
hAing  life*  Lo*  wt 
dm  to  the  Gear 


4T  Fof  6  hatll 
the  Juml  coro- 
jDAiuted  us,  Ja*+ 
io£t  I  We  fet 
thee  to  be  a  light 
to  the  Gentiles, 
that  lhau  OlooLIp 
eft  be  for  Jatva- 
ti  on  nolo  the  cad v 
of  the  fiuth* 


■  4St  Aod  wtoii 
ttoCcntita  beard 
thif 


4 6  But  Paul  and  Barnabas,  being  infpired  with  a 
holy  zeal  for  their  Lord  and  'Mailer's  glory,  and  the 
(ODfcrCon  of  the  poor  idolatrous  Geniilei,  and  ^ilh  an 
undaunted  courage  and  refolution,  which  the  prefen  t 
circumftances  of  things  Called  for,  replied,  with  awful 
boldneis  to  thofe  Jew,  faying,  The  piivilcges  of  hinh- 
righf,  which  belonged  to  you,  and  the  covenant  made 
with  your  fathers,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  God/ 
and  Chrift’s  own  exprvfs  order,  laid  u$  under  a  neeeffi* 
ty,  which  we  chearfully  complied  with,  of  publiihing 
this  new  difpenfation  of  the  word  .of  God’s  grace,  in 
the  firjt place  to  you :  But  this  is  not,  like  the  Mofaic 
difpenfation,  to  be  confined  to  you  i  and  fince  ye  fo 
fhamefully  abufe  all  this  indulgence  and  kindnefs,  and 
fi>  openly  difclaim,  obftinattly  ftrjecl,  and  maltciouHy 
vilify  thde  glad  tidings  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
and.therchy  evidently  pads  judgment  againft  yourfeives, 
as  perfons  that  are  utterly  unworthy  of  any  further  ten* 
tiers  of  this  blefled  doftrine  of  eternal  life  ;  behold  the 
wifdom  of  God,  as  feafonahly  difplayed  in  his  fcyeriiy 
and  goodnefa  on  this  occafion  1  Our  way  is  now  plain} 
and  we  henceforth  (hall  make  no  fcruple  of  turning  a- 
way  from  fuch  defperate  refufers  *,  and  freely  preach¬ 
ing  Chrift  to  the  GaftiUs,  of  what  rank  foever  they  bey 
and  this  we  are  impowered  to  do,  by  a  divine. warrant 
from  thofe  {criptures  which  ye  yourfelves  own  to  be 
the  word  of  God. 

4f  Tor  this  is  not  only  what  the  Lord  Jefus  himfdf 
has  commanded  us,  (ebap.  i.  6.)  but  what  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther  likewife,  in  a  famous  prophecy  of  tbefe  days,  has, 
by  juft  conftruftion,  enjoined  upon  us,  as  the  mini* 
fters  of  Chrift,  when,  in  a  foreview  of  the  unbelief  of 
(he  Jews,  be  faid,  by  way  of  encouragement  and  pro- 
ntife  to  the  Meffiah,  (7/a.  ilii.  6.)  I  have  granted  and 
constituted  thee  to  be  a  glorious  light,  to  enlighten  the 
dark  minds  of  the  GentiUt ,  that  thou  mayeft  hie  the 
fura  and  fubftance,  and  the  purchafer,  author,  and  gi¬ 
ver  of  a  fpiritual  and  eternal  fafvarioo  to  them,  when¬ 
ever  they  are  fpread  abroad  in  all  nations,  cvteit  to'  the 
uftermoft  pans  of  the  earth. 

48  And  when  the  idolatrous  GenfiUs  heard  with  what 
favour  the  apofUes  fpeke  of  them,  as  by  Warrant  and 

command 


H  O  T  B. 

tfcedhAt,  (poke  Acb  (Hot  thing!  againft  net  with  thou.  ■  (chap.  x.)  -Bat  he 
then,  and  tamed  to  the  <SnHUt.  (Sc*  die  meant  that  he  would  lie  longer  preach  ur 
note  m  jt.)  thofe  refraftory  "Jnoz,  at  ffcia  Arnkth,  and 

*  The  apofUc  did  net  hereby  intertd  that .  vmaiU  m  Imij^  wa  Aie  hirnlnHhitlnu  is 
he  would  never  preach'  again  to  any  of  the  that  fort  »f  people  t  bat  would  imiuAilattly 
JfWH  for  wc  fipd  that  after  thU,  ft  was  hi*  pgtafii  rfee  gofjw£  to  (lie  Gfrrifrf,  take 
coftriai  todo  k  in  all  o ebrf  placet*  wbcit  he  all  oppcrtuciiics  cror  *fterw*rd*  of  dowfcfap 
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Ttf* 


*k”  tl*7  ■«*  command  from  Chrift,  and  from  God  himfelf;  they 
tea*dw  wevdof  rejoiced  to  think  that  they  might  be  admitted  to  ait  the 
the  Lord  :  and  bleffings  of  the  gofpel,  without  being  obliged  to  fubroic 
■* ««  to  circamciiion  and  the  ceremonial  law  ;  and  they  won* 
Ml  lift  bdUvedT  derfully  eittoHed  the  do£(rine  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which, 
with  to  much  condefcenfion  and  grace,  was  preached  to 
them :  And  though  many  of  thefe  were  only  like  the 
ftony  ground  hearers,  that  received  the  -word  •with  Joy, 
(Luke  viii.  1 3.)  and  like  the  attendants  on  ChriiVs  nu- 
niftry,  who,  when  he  was  opening  a  prophecy  Concern¬ 
ing  bimfelf,  -wondered  at  the  gracious  -words  -whit  b  pro¬ 
ceeded  out  tf  hit  mouth,  (Luke  iv.  'll.)  yet  {«™)  fitch  of 
them  as  were  appointed  *,  or  laid  out  for  the  inheri¬ 
tance  of  endlefs  life  and  glory,  in  the  holy,  wife,  and 
fovereign  difpofals  of  God,  according  to  the  eternal 
counfel  and  purpofe  of  his  will,  (Epb,  i;  11.)  were  fo 
affe£tually  wrought  upon  by. his  Spirit,  that  they  belie¬ 
ved  in  Chrift  to  the  faring  of  their  fouls* 

**  An*  *j*j  49  And  a^cr  lbis,  by  the  diligent  and  fuccefsful  la¬ 
bours  of  the  apoftles,  and  by  means  of  thefe  Gentile  con¬ 
verts*  who  were  ready  to  tell  what  God  had  done  for 

their 


N  o 

*  A*  the  vdtJ  fignifics  f^/"- 

fcjtd  or jet  m  order t  io  dlutfoa  toa  generahs 
ordering  of  fiddlers  to  their  rdjpcdive  polls 
in  an  army,  as  well  ts  ordained  or  eppo mud* 

1  have  taken  an  both  fenfest  but  cannot 
think  that  it,  hen  at  leaft,  figuifics  an  inter* 
nal  dffptfititit  of  heart*  moth  lefe  that  thefe 
perfon*  dr ffofed  tbemfelves  to  eternal  life: 
f«r  aj]  fnch  tufpofirions  an  from  God,  who 
v.wki  in  its  both  to  -anil  and  td  do  of  hh  good 
fleafzrt*  (Phil-  ii  13-)  and  are  rather  the 
fruit  and  coftfequence,  than  the  cauieof  that 
faith  1 trhkb  purifies  the  heart :  (chap.  xv„  p-) 
Nor  doer  it  appear  to  roe,thai  the  vcHk^taww u 
rd  rirTa)  which,  in  its  fignUicatiott,  Is 
traufi&vt*  U  ever  ufed  in  the  New  Tefta- 
rae&t,  ottdpmicnlarly  by  the  writer  of  this 
hiAoty,  to  Jlgmfy  dlfpofihg  oat’s  feif,  or  de* 
ter  miring  one’s  own  inclinations-,  on  left 
feme  other  word  be  added  to  exurefe  that 
meaning  ;  the  principal  pafrage  pleaded  for 
it,  is  in  t hap-  xx*  1 3.  which  u  rendered,  * 
ire  vent  before  to  fiip,  and  failed  wU  Ados, 
there  mttn&ag  to  fake  in  Paid,  for  fi  had  he 
appefattd*  mtaJinr  Bmfilf  logo  a-jUt.  But 
it  teems  to  me,  that  the  tmefenfe  of  theex- 
prcjOoFf  (OvJq  y&a  m  is  not*  fi*. 

jo  had  he  appointed*  bnt  fir  Jb  U  umi  appointed* 
or  determined*  via-  by  an  agreement  between 
him  and  the  (Mp’s  company,  before  they  fee 
fail ;  they  agreed  beforehand  to  take  him  in 
at  Jjfffa*  beouife  he  had  a  mind  to  go  thither 
a- foot :  and  u  this  U  confcnant  to  that  feofe 
of  the  word,  by  which  God1 5  rrdainhg  per* 
Tol,  tiL  | 


T  E, 

fens  to  life  is  exprcAcd  ;  fo  in  alt  other 
places,  where  bar  fecred  hiftnrian  ufcs  it,  it 
is  ftill  in  the  feme  fort  of  fenfc,  as  patlira- 
July  in  chap-  xv*x.  end  xxtl  10.  and  xxvtii, 
13,  and  Lake  vih  B*  and  dies  it  is  uful  in 
Matth*  xxvith  iff*  and  Pom-  xiiL  1*  which 
art  *11  the  places  that  I  cm  meet  with  where 
h  is  fotuid  in  the  New  Tedamenr,  except 
1  Cor.  xvi.  if-  and  there  elajav  cstfuf  is  ren-’ 
derrd,  thej  addtBed  themjelves /  but  as  new 
ther  thewfelves*  nor  any  thing  like 

it,  is  added  in  the  place  before  ns,  (here  is 
no  reafon  to  tiDdcrfbnd  it  of  thefe  perfbirs 
being  welt  thfiojed,  or  dtfpofing  tbenrfchm  to 
eternal  life  1  for  1  take  their  bring  ordained 
to  eternal  life  to  be  mentioned,  not  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  contradiftiug  and  hbfpfk  mirtg 
Jew*  fpoken  of  in  vtr*  45*  but  in  ctiltioc* 
tlon  from  others  of  this  company  that  -mere 
glad*  and  glorified  tie  word  of  ih  herd*  who 
are  fpoken  of  in  tbe  former  pan  of  this  vrrfr. 
Thefe  Termed  as  much  difpofed  for  eternal 
life  as  the  nit ;  but  while  the  work  went  no 
farther,  than  to  Air  up  affcfiion*  of  joy  and 
wonder  In  them,  there  were  others  of  that 
applauding  multitude,  in  whom  it  proceeded 
to  laving  faith,  even  in  Aich  as  vere  or* 
dehtted  of  Gad  unto  eternal  l \fi  ;  a  ad  fo  it  in* 
tiitifftce,  not  that  all  the  doff  in  that  aflem- 
bly  believed  at  tbe  fame  time;  but  that  a* 
niong  them,  in  whom  there  were  fuch  pro- 
miliug  appeanmees,  ihofe  that  were  dune  a 
to  eiernd  life  did  luvlngiy  bdieve* 

L 
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w»rf  of  itW-oni  their  fouls,  and  were  very  defirous  of  the  fal  ration  of 
tiroophoot  ”  ii!  others  j  the  gofpel  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which  was  fo  full 
the  icgioa.  of  him,  and  derived  its  authority  from  him,  {*«p>r<™} 
was  carried  and  divulged,  with  rich  advantage,  through 
the  whole  country  of  Pifidia.  (ver.  14  J 
die  Jc**  50  But,  as  has  been  obferved,  {ver.  45.)  the  infidel 
v.lotsn”Ph!>iionr*  7ev,s  werc  fo  enraged  at  the  idolatrous.  Gentiles  being 
able  women,  un<l  received  into  the  kingdom  of  the  Mefiiah,  that  they, 
the  meao(t  having  little  intereft  in  thofe  parts  themfelves,  ufed  their 
taifrd  perfccutloii  utro°ft  endeavours,  by  artful,  malicious,  and  fcands- 
*g«nft  Paul  and  lous  renrefeniationSjto  provoke,  and  dir  up  fome  women 
lUrnaU,  ."dex-  0f  quality,  who  were  zealous  profcJytes  of  the  gate ; 
«r  tiidr  coafls.  and,  by  their  means,  to  incenfc  the  chief  magift rates 
of  the  city  againft  the  apoftles  and  their  do£b;ine ;  and 
fo  they  Ipirited  up  a  violent  perfection  againft  Paul 
and  Barnabas ;  infomuch  that  orders  were  iuued  out  to 
bamlh  thefe  kind  mrilcogerB  of  peace  from  thofe  terri¬ 
tories  ;  and -they  were  forced  Co  fly  for  their  own  fafety, 
which  providence  over-ruled  for  the  ftill  further  pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  gofpel. 

jr  Rot  they  51  But  at  leaving  that  city  and  its  borders,  they, 
IbookoiTtlic  doll  according  to  our  Lord’s  direftion  and  order,  (Luke  is. 
gvioft  rtumTwd  5')  off  the  dull  of  their  feet,  to  teftify  a  juft  ab- 
cami  coni  loo-  horrence  and  contempt  of  this  wicked  and  ungrateful 
ni“Q)*  people,  and  God’s  calling  off  all  further  care  and  kind- 

nefs  for  them::  And  rhen  thefe  indefatigable  preachers 
proceeded  to  Iccmuwf  the  chief  city  of  Lycaonia*  a 
neighbour)  og  province  in  the  Lejfer  Afta* 
ji  Ardtbcdi-  ea  In  the  mean  while,  the  difciples  of  Chrift  at  the 
ftipie*  ««r  filled  Pifidian  Antwhy  efperiaUy  thofe  of  them  that  had  been 
the  converted  from  heathcnilrn  ;  though  they  had  loft  the 

definable  company  of  the  apoftles,  and  feen  the  inhu- 
man  perfections  they  fuffered;  vetobferving  with  wbat 
faith,  patience,  and  holy  magnanimity  they  endured 
them,  were  filled  with  abundance  of  divine  confolation, 
and  were  likewife  enriched  with  fuch  affiftances,  graces, 
and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  as  confirmed  their  faith, 
and  infpired  them  with  a  noble  courage  in  their  prufef- 
fion  of  it  *. 


RECOt* 


NOT  E. 

*  Thrffc  lrerethe  firfl  cottfidcrable  church  x;  And  a  is  highly  probable  that,  xtihz 
thit  was  gathered  from  among  the  uhtelrvxs  Holy  Gboft  fdl  down  im mtthaitly  upon  (h; 
(JeatHci  at  this  Antiub^  xie-  »o*  xtt  firtl  fruits  of  the  amut  Gf  attics,  {chy*  x. 

though  the  door  of  faith  had  Iwen  o-  44,4 fl>  he  <lid  tipoo  this  firtt  company 
pened  to  them  at  the  ille  Paphasy  t »rr,  4,  at-  of  converts  from  smemg  the  Ma£r$m 
the  firti  f>niDti5  church  wat  gathered  from  b-  t\ks\  ami  that  hi  this  manner,  without  the 
song  the  prnfcljm  uf  the  gate,  dt  the  other  laying  on  of  die  apoAlca  Lands,  they  vn: 
jfofctb'm  Sjrifr*  ver.  1.  after  the  tike  door  filled  «itb  (he  Holy  Gholt  in  hit  cxiruM £i- 
had  Ikcd  opened  be  Cxfirt*  19  them,  c&p.  oary  gifts*  as  vdl  at  frving -graces. 


Ch.  xiiL  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles'  faraphrafed.  idy 
RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  important  arc  the  directions  of  Cod's  Spirit  and  Providence  for  due  mi- 
mftrntions  of  his  gofpel  i  He  lays  out  the  work  of  bn  frrvanta,  qualifies  them  for 
it,  calls  and  frparates  them  toil,  in  ways,  among  people,  and  by  means  of  his 
own  appoint  merit,  and  faceted*  them  In  it*  And  with  wh.it  plea  fa  re*  courage, 
and  hope  may  they  fet  about  it,  when  they  are  fatisfied  that  he  has  fent  them  ! 
But,  alas!  how  great  is  the  opposition,  that  Satan  and  his  ir.ftnimcnts  make,  to 
the  moft, gracious  and  holy  revelation  of  the  divine  will,  efpecially  when  the 
greateft  linnm,  who  had  long  been  his  (laves;  are  like  to  be  converted  by  it  I  All 
the  arts  of  forccry  on  one  hand,  and  of  infidelity  on  the  other ;  all  the  fury  that 
Mind  seal,  bigotry*  temporal  irdcrefts,  and  envy  tan  infpirc ;  and  all  the  power* 
of  this  world,  arc  (Hired  up  to  fupprtfs  it,  and  the  work  of  Cod  by  it :  and  yet 
to  weapon  formed  againfi  (Hall  profper;  but  the  word  of  talvMion,  at¬ 
tended  with  the  power  of  the  blcffcd  Spirit,  (hall  fo  much  the  more  run,  and 
fpread,  and  be  glorified.  And  O  what  joyful  tidings  does  the  gofptl  hring  of 
the  promifed  Saviour,  for  wbofe  coming  all  former  tlifpenfaticut;  to  fr/w/  s>r»  pa¬ 
red  the  wa^  till  John  the  Babtifi  was  raifed  up  as  his  immediate  fore-runner; 
and  who -was  crucified  and  raffed  again  from  the  dead,  according  to  Old  Tcfla- 
ment-prophecies  of  the  ^leffiah  !  With  what  infinitely  wife  and  fcafbtuiblc  ad¬ 
vances  has  the  knowledge  t;f  Chrift  fpread,  and  prevailed  in  our  world  !  He, 
through  the  wonder  fid  coad^fceufi  on  and  grace  irfGod,  is  now-  preached,  even 
to  the  worft  of  Gentile  tinners ;  and  the  gofpcl  of  folvation  U  now  font,  by  a  di¬ 
vine  order,  jto  us,  who  live,  fo  diltant  from  Pahfine^  in  the  ends  of  the  earth  ! 
Chrift  is  now  fet  up  as  a  light  to  us,  and  through  him  is  preached  to  us  the  for- 
givenefs  of  fins*  O  happy  fouls,  who  heartily  be’ieve  in  a  once  crucified,  and 
now  rifrh  Jefus  !  They  were  onlaincd  to  eternal  life  before  all  worlds,  are  com¬ 
pletely  juftiikd,  through  the  Redeemer's  blond  and  righteouftiefs,  from  all  fins 
and  charges,  from  which  they  conld  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of  Mffes ;  and, 
under  a  fenfe  of  this,  they  not  only  think  and  fpeak  honourably  of  the  word  of 
the  Lord ;  but  are  filled  with  holy  joy,  and  have  fucb  fapplits  of  tbe  divine  Spi¬ 
rit,  as  are  needful  for  their  dUblilhment  and  edification j  and  they  are  encoura¬ 
ged,  aa  well  as  obliged,  to  continue  in  therduftrine  of  the  grace  of  Godi  in  tbe 
exercife  of  every  grace^  and  in  a  proftffion  of  Chrift’s  name  and  gdfpcl,  with  holy 
I'olilneft,  not  with  landing  all  the  perfecution  they  may  fufFer  for  his  fake.  Hut, 
c -a  the  other  band,  how  dreadfully,  at  their  peril,  do  unbelievers*  and  efpcdally 
fuch  as  are  vifibly  in  covenant  with  God,  reie&and  defpife  the  only  Saviour,  and 
Ut  theml'elves  to  reproach  his  fcrvants,  truths,  and  ways  i  They  refolurcly  pet 
away  the  gofpd  and  eternal  life  from  themfclves,  and  provoke  God  to  caft  them 
(ffiin  his  hot  difpleafarc,  as  a  people  whont  hejuftly  abhors;  and  they  mu  ft  pe¬ 
ri  ft  i  with  aftonifiiment  and  confufion  for  ever*  But  bleffed  be  God,  that  while 
fame  defperately  harden  their  hearts  agalnft  Chrift,  and  others  only  applaud  the 
doctrine  of  (alvation  by  him  ;  he  has  a  people  that  fh.tli  believe  in  him  to  everlaft- 
iug  life ;  and  among  theft  there  are  fome,  who,  like  Sergius  Paulns,  arc  men 
of  lenfeand  figure ;  and  others,  who,  like  the  idolatrous  heathens*  arc  the  molt 
vile  and  ftupid  finnersr  fofree,  fovereign,  and  victorious  is  gofpcbgraee  ! 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Paul  and  Barnabas  preach  the  gofpcl  at  Tconium,  from  whence  they  are 
driven  by  a  Jewifti  pcrfecuttoft  to  neighbouring  t  owns^  I  >"*“7  * 
Lyftra  a  cripple  ij  miracnloufiy  healed^  and  the  people  thereupon  are 
fcarce  refrained  from  offering  facrifices  to  the  two  apoflleti  as  incar* 
nategods;  and  yet  fion  aftery  by  the  infligatim  of  the  Jewf,  they 
jtoned Paul,  till  they  thought  they  had  killed  himt  8, — 20,  The  e* 
PoRles  vifit  the  church*?  which  they  bad  lately  plant  cdy  to  confirm 
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them,  and fettle  paflors  in  /Arm,  21, — 23.  And  then  return  to  An¬ 
tioch  tit  Syria,  to  report  what  Cod  had  done,  by  them,  in  thit  their 
Jirji  journey  among  the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  24, — 28. 


T*  IT* 

AND  it  tameta 
‘  p.:f5  ill  lco* 
nitim  that  rky 
went  both  toge¬ 
ther  into  the  »V 
isagogne  of  the 
■  and  To 

fpjke,  (frit  a 
tjrrat  routtiiade 
Wh  of  the  Jew*, 
and  t\fo  of  live 
Wreck*,  believed. 


i  Hat  the  un¬ 
believing  J  e*« 
flirred  up  the 
f’entiles  ,  and 
nu^c  their  minds 
evil  -  Jt[lc;id  a- 
jplnfi  the  bre¬ 
thren. 


Paraphrase* 

TXT  HEN  Paul  and  Barnabas  were  at  the  foremen- 
’  ’  tinned  Ironium,  [chap,  iiii.  51.)  they,  ftill  con¬ 
tinuing  the  cuftom  of  offering  the  gofpel  firft  to  the 
Jews,  repaired  to  their  fynagnguc  at  the  time  of  public 
worfliip  i  and  went  into  it  together,  to  fhew  their  joint 
concurrence  in  their  Lord’s  work,  and  tbeir  mutual  af¬ 
fection  to  each  other,  as  well  as  to  add  the  greater  weight 
to  their  teflimony ;  and  thefe  apoftles  preached  to  the 
people  there,  in  fo  deaf  and  convincing,  judicious  and 
fcriptural,  moving  and  affectionate  a  manner^  like  per- 
funs  who  heartily  believed  the  importance,  as  well  as 
the  truth  of  the  do&rincs  they  delivered,  and  were  ear- 
neftiy  concerned  for  the  latvation  of  their  hearers;  and 
they  fpolce  with  fuch  evident  demonftration  of  the  Sprit 
and  power,  to  the  heart  and  conference,  that  abundance 
both  of  Jews  and  Gentile  profelytes  of  the  gate,  who 
were  called  devout  Creeks ,  and  ufed  to  attend  fyna- 
gogue-worfhip,  believed  in  Chrift  as  the  only  Saviour. 

2  But  the  greater  fuccefs  the  gofpel  had,  the  more 
the  devil  was  enraged  at  it;  and  thofe  Jews  that  perGfted 
in  their  infidelity,  finding  they  bad  not  ftrength  enough 
of  themfclves  to  put  a  (lop  to  it,  fet  tbeir  wits  to  work, 
to  {pint  up  the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  into  an  oppofition  a- 
gainft  it ;  and  by  injurious  and  malicious  fuggf  (lions, 
prejudiced  their  minds,  not  only~agimft  the  a  potties  and 
their  doctrine,  hut  likewise  againtt  all  thofe,  whether 
Jews  or  Greeks,  and  efpecially  the  latter,  that  were 
newly  convened,  and  become  brethren  in  the  houlhold 
of  faith.  1 


3  Long  time  3  The  apoftles  therefore  *  fpeht  3  confiderable  time 
tWefbns  abode  a;  this  tity,  to  take  off,  and  confute  the  prejudices  that 
in  tk«  had  been  railed  again  ft  the  glorious  truths  which  God 
].uf:L,  whtfi  gave  had  fo  abundantly  owned ;  and  they  fpolce  publicly  and 
tcuuuouy  now  0pcn|y  with  great  liberty  of  fpirit,  undaunted  courage, 
and  holy  confidence,  in  the  caufe  cf  the  Lord  Jcfus,  and 
by  his  powerful  affiftance,  as  perfons  united  to  him ; 
-  who  ftrengthened  them  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the 
inward  man  ;  and  bore  witnds  of  the  divine  authority 

of 


K  o  T  P.* 

*  .Some  critics  ohferve,  that  die  panicles  rajte :  Rat  as  T  cannot  bring  both  fenfes  ir.'h 
<*'•»  *0  m  iy  lx  ren Jcm?f J /er  mffoarf  a  confcftem  parnphrafe,  and  this  tend eriiifj 

of  therefore  \  ai;J  1o  think  ilwr  rhu  referf  m  JVems  not  to  be  the  moft  genuine  oml  ufuai, 
the  time  which  the  apoftln  had  fpent  at  Ico*  t  railuT  prefer  tfut  which  ourtnnlUiioa  his 
before  the  Tetuj  (Hrred  up  the  Gzntikt  given  us  with  uilduubai!  propriety, 
agaiuft  them,  and  gives  the  lerfan  of  their 
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ik  w«4  of  bis 
grace*  ind  mat* 
<J  figdS and  ffou- 
dere  to  be  done 
by  their  buds* 


4  BuitlicmtiU 
litude  of  the  city 
was  divMe  1 :  and 
part  held  with 
the  jews,  aud 
pm  with  the  k- 
poflks. 


$  And  when 
there  wot  an  af* 
fault  made  both 
of  the  Gentile** 
m id  alfo  of  the 

jews*  vith  their 

Tuleri,  to  ufe  tiujn 
dcrphchiily,  and 
io  Bone  them. 


6  They  were 
wzre  «t  a,  and 
fled  unto  Lyltra 
and  Dcrk,  cities 
of  X^yacooh,  aud 
unto  the  region 
tint  lieth  round 
about. 


j  And  there 
they  preached  the 
gofpcU 

8  And  there  fat 
a  certain  man  at 
Lvftra,  impotent 
hi  his  feet*  being 
a  cripple  from 
his  motlici's 
womhj  who  never 
b:-d  walked. 


9  Tlie  fame 
h^ard  Piol  fprak : 
who  Bed  fa  illy  hc- 
hi  oi,  and 
t ‘deriving  (liar 
be 


of  the  gofpri,  which  fprings  from,  and  contains  the  rich- 
eft  difeoveries  of  his  own,  as  well  as  the  Father's  free 
and  undefended  grace,  by  enabling  them  to  perform  fuch 
wonderful  miracles  of  various  kinds,  as  could  be  no  lets 
than  an  atteftation  to  it  from  God  bimfeif.  (See  the 
note  en  chap.  ii.  2a.} 

4  And  (■*')  notwithstanding  the  malicious  endeavours 
of  the  .unbelieving  Jews  to  incenfc  the  citizens,  who 
were  chiefly  Gentiles  y  fo  many  were  wrought  upon  by  the 
a  pottles'  mintttrattons,  that  there  was  a  great  divifion  be* 
tween  them  j  one  party  ftding  with  the  obltinatc  Jews9 
and  the  other  with  Paul  and  Baraabatf  which,  for  a 
while,  reftrained  the  perfection. 

5  But  (J«)  when,  at  length,  the  oppnftiig  party  of 
borh  Jews  and  GeniiLsy  combined  together  w7ih  the 
m.*gi  Urates,  whom  they  had  gained  over,  to  make  an 
open,  violent  attempt  for  running  down  and  destroying 
theapoftles,  by  reviling  them,  and  ft  on  in  g  them  to 
death,  as  blafphcmers,  \Dcut.  xiii.  6,*— 10.)  in  like 
manner,  and  for  the  fame  caufe,  as  Paul  himfelf  in  the 
days  of  his  blind  zeal  and  unbelief,  had  contented  to 
the  (toning  of  Stephen.  ( Chap.  viti.  j .) 

6  The  apoftUs  being  informed  of  this  barbarous  con- 
{piracy,  iu  which  the  molt  inveterate  enemies  one  to 
another  were  united,  tinder  Satan’s  influence,  again  ft 
Chrift,  and  again  ft  his  tervants  and  gofpel,  battened  a- 
way  with  all  fpeed  from  thence,  and  went  to  Lyfiret 
and  Derbty  two  other  towns  or  cities  of  Lycaonia,  -and 
to  the  neighbouring  villages,  that  they  might  fpread 
the  gofpel  in  thofc  places,  acemding  to  our  fjord’s  di¬ 
rection  for  improving  fuch  events.  ( Matth .  x.  23.) 

7  And  they  preached  the  glad  tidings  of  faivation 
with  good  fuccefs,  {ytr.  at,  22.)  in  thefe  cirics,  and 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  round  about. 

8  And  while  they  were  one  day  preaching  at  Lyjlra , 
the  inhabitants  of  which  were  mottly  heathens,  there 
fat  in  the  aflimbly  a  certain  mao,  who  was  lame  in 
his  fret,  and  had  been  fo  great  a  cripple  from  his  very 
birth,  that  he  had  never  been  able  to  walk  j  the  wifdoni 
of  Providence  having  brought  him  thither,  that  the  a- 
poltles  might  have  an  opportunity  of  working  a  public 
miracle,  to  confirm  their  do&rine,  at  their  lirit  coming 
among  this  idolatrous  people. 

9,  to  This  man  was  very  attentive  to  Paul's  dtfeoerte, 
who  fixing  his  eyes  ftedfaftly  upon  him,  and  percei¬ 
ving,  partly  by  bis  ferious  countenance  and  behaviour, 
but  principally  i-y  an  extraordinary  fpiiit  of  diccrning, 
that  he  believed  and  hoped  in  the  power  of  Chrift  for  a 

cure. 
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k  had  faith  to  be 
healed* 

i  o  Said  with  a 
toiul  voice.  Stand 
lip  r  ^lu  cm  thy 
feet*  A  iid  he 
leaped  and  walk¬ 
ed  i 


ii  At!t1  when 
the  pf*  ipk-  law 
v  hat  I'aul  I uA 
done,  they  lift  up 
their  voitvs,  fry¬ 
ing  In  ihv  fpeech 
of  Lynn ma, The 
g.'ids  arc  came 
down  lu  us  in  I  he 
Jikcocfk  of  pigu* 


cure,  was  filled  with  compafiiou  toward  Mm,  and  faid 
with  a  loud  voice,  chat  all  the  people  might  hear,  and 
the  work  of  God  might  be  made  manifelt,  I  command 
you  *  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  jefus,  whom  I  preach, 
and  iu  whom  you  believe,  to  rite  up  immediately,  and 
ftand  on  your  feet :  And  he  no-fooner  fpake,  than  the 
man  nimbly  fprung  up  with  abundance  of  joy  j  and,  to 
lhew  that  he  was  perfectly  recovered  to  the  ufe  of  his 
limbs,  walked  about  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  company, 
which  he  had  never  been  capable  of  doing  before ;  And 
fo  the  gofpel,  foon  after  it  was  firft  preached  to  the  ido¬ 
latrous  Gentiles,  was  confirmed  with  juft  the  fame- fort 
of  miracle,  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  as  it  had  been  by  the 
apofll  j  Peter,  quickly  after  it  began  to  be  publithed  to 
the  Jews,  in  his  healing  one  at  the  gate  of  the  temple, 
who  had  like  wife  been  born  a  cripple,  {chap,  iii,  i, 
&c.)  both  of  which  were  lively  emblems  of  the  fpiritua! 
impotence  of  all  mankind,  whether  they  be  Jew  or 
Gentiles ,  from  their  birth,  and  of  the  power  of  divine 
grace  to  put  (Irength  imothem,  for  walking  in  tbc  fear 
of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Gboft. 

It  And  when  the  idolatrous  Gentile  part  of  the  audi* 
tory  faw  what  an  undoubtedly  miraculous  cure  was 
wrought,  in  an  inftant,  at  Paul’s  only  fpeaking  a  few 
tvords,  they  were  exceedingly  aftonifhed ;  and,  in  an 
ecflacy  of  joy,  cried  out  aloud,  as  with  one  voice,  in 
their  own  Lycaonian  language,  which  was  a  dialed  of 
the  Greek  tongue,  Thefe  are  certainly  two  of  our  gods, 
whom  we  worihip,  that  are  come  down  from  heaven  f, 
as  we  have  heard  they  fometimes  do,  in  the  lhape  of 
men,  to  make  a  kind  vifir  to  us.  , 


t-  -Arj  riicy-  i2  And  as  Barnabas  ftemed  to  be  a  perfon  of  the 
mo^  venerable  afpe£t,  and  advanced  age  and  ftature, 
Mnvwiusl'  Vc-  ant^  “P°n  r«fcFve  of  the  two;  they  imagined 
-canfe  and  pronounced  him  to  be  Jupiter,  their  chief  god : 
Ami  as  they  accounted  Mercury,  to  be  the  meflenger, 
ar.d  interpreter  of  the  miod  and  will  of  their  fuperior 

deities, 

NOTES.  e 

*  Several  and  verGnns,  mention  phi  Ju  fishers  m  well  as  ports*  that  tb«r  god* 

thete  word*  to  the  nipple*  were  in  fhapeltkc  men,  and  nerer  appeared 
\u  tk  fistic  nf  th?  L*rd  y^fin  :  {  virf*  Mitt*  k  in' any  mher  form-  Sec  Grains  and  IFhtiin* 
Ami  ac  may  tic  iure  this  was  im-  Cat  how  amazingly  did  the  prince  of  diife> 
phed,  and  Ionic  wav  tntiror.td,  and  can  nefs  blind  the  mind $  of  then)  who  believed 
fczice  uo'-ita  but  that  it  exprefled  in  fi>  not «  ibui  though *  under  Ms  inficcnec*  the 
jir-ii*  iv^rcfs,  on  filch  a  remarVahieoccaflon,  Jntn  would  notown  ChrilTs  Godhead,  but 
its  ui:  far  it  in; r'd io-n  '  lSPK**!  ^  iacriljccd  him  to  thdr  rage*  *hik  they  iaw 
tilol'ftiuii#  Crtribit  finre  this 'j.«s  the  ufiul  Jtim  work  innumerable  miracles;  yet  the 
\v‘-v  in  he  atid  the  other  tpofVles  htjrhcu*  were  fii  ftopid,  as,  on  fixing  men 

iWJf  mirus-ic*-  (fee  me  irr'xc on  chp*  iWr*l  men  perform  one  wonrfcrtul  work, 
ii  <?,)  *  to  ikify  them*  and  go  a  bunt  to  treti  ihiaa 

^  i:  w?is  a  common  nation  amon*  the  with  aalWcr-bk  homage* 
ivhkh  they  hid  taken  /rum  the  1 


Ch.  xtv. 

rmfc  hc-wif  the 
chief  Jpeafccr* 

13  Then  the 
priert  of  jupircr, 
which  vu  before 
thexrctty,br0Ugfct 
ojten  andgarlaiidi 
nnto  the  gate?, 
ind  would  have 
done  fieri fice with 
riie  people*  • 


14  JFlUci  when 
the  apoftlM,  flar¬ 
ing*  and  PjjjiI, 
heard  tf\  they 
rer;  their  clothe*, 
and  ran  in  amo^g 
the  people,  cry* 
Inv  out. 


if  And  faying* 
fiiri,  why  do  ye 
iiuift  thing*  :  We 
jI'o  are  men  of 
hke  paflkfis  wi;h 
yon,  and  preach 
L'titoydii  iluc  \c 
lirnnld  turn  from 
'heft  vanities  un¬ 
to 
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deities,  and  the  atydhdam  of  Jupiter,  whenever  he  de¬ 
fended  to  this  lower  world  ;  they  agreed  that  it  was 
he  who  appeared  in  .the  form  of  Paul,  becaufe  this  a- 
poftle  was  the  moft  free  and  forward  id  difeourfe  and 
a£tion. 

1 3  Then  the  prieft  of  Jupiter,  hearing  how  the  peo¬ 
ple  cried  them  up  for  gods,  andTpokc  of  one  of  them 
as  the  deity,  to  whom  he  ufed  to  officiate  before  his 
image  in  the  temple,  which  Hood  in  the  fuburbs  of  the 
city,  as  its  patron  and  guardian,  thought  it  his  duty 
to  pay  religious  homage  to  them  j  and  therefore  he,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  vaft  multitude  of  the  iJolut/ous  inhabi¬ 
tants,  went  in  fblemn  proccffion  to  the  gates  of  the 
houfe  where  the  apo/Ues  lodged,  and  brought  with 
them  oxen,  .crowned  with  garlands  of  flowers  and  rib¬ 
bons,  to  intimate  that  they  were  dedicated  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  their  idols ;  and  they  defigned  to  olTer  the  oxen 
in  facrifice  to  Barnabas  and  Paul,  and  to  place  the  gar¬ 
lands  upon  their  heads,  in  like  manner  as  they  were  li¬ 
fe  d  to  crown  the  ftatutes of  their  fi£Utious  deities; 

14  But  the  apoftles,  Barnabas  and  Paul,  perceiving 
their  idolatrous  intent,  were  fo  far  from  allowing  of  it, 
and  being  plea  fed  with  it,  as  Tome  of  the  heathen  em¬ 
perors  were  with  the  divine  honours  that  were  paid  to 
them,  or  as  He  red  was  with  the  blafphemous  fiiouts  of 
the  people,  when,  in  applaufes  of  his  oration,  they 
cried  out,/r  /V  the  voice  of  a  god,  and  not  of  a  man,  (chap. 
xii.  2t,  22.)  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  extremely 
(hocked  at  it;  and,  in  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  rent 
their  garments,  in  teftimony  of  their  indignation,  grief, 
and  abhorrence,  and  immediately  rallied  into  the  croud, 
calling  out  to  them  with  the  greateft  vehemence  to  for¬ 
bear. 

16  And  they  reafoned  with  them,  faying.  Sirs,  what 
do  ye  mean  by  this  impious  and  abfurd  attempt?  Tho* 
we  are  meflengers  fent  with  a  divine  commiflion  to  you, 
who  have  us  in  fo  high  admiration,  we  can  by  no  means 
admit  of  your  invading  the  prerogative  of  God  in  wor- 
(hipping  us;  For  (b  far  are  we  from  being  gods  in  hu¬ 
man  fltape,  that  we  are  mere  mortal  roen,  who  have 
oar  natural  and  finful  infirmities,  and  have  human  bo¬ 
dies  and  fouls,  of  the  very  fame  frailty  and  afic&ions 
with  your  own  :  And  the  great  defign  of  our  dodrine, 
is  to  bring  you  off  from  all  vain  imaginations  of  deity 
in  thofe  whom  ye  call  gods,  but  who  really  are  not  fo; 
and  to  turn  you  from  ail  your  idols,  which  are  either 
lifelefs  things.  Or  dying,  impotent,  and  unprofitable 
creatures,  or  rather  mere  vanities  and  nothing,  ( Jcr . 


to  the  living  Godj 
irhidi  made  bc4- 
TCajnrieinh.and 
th;:  sud  aEl 

things  that  ar* 
1  herein ; 

itf  Who  in 
times  pail  fi)fTcr- 
ed  alt  nations  to 
walk  lei  their 
Hrayt. 


tT  Mrv-rthchfft, 
Itc  left  tint  him- 
felf  without  wit- 
Wl'j,  in  that  he 
Jill  Jtnodj  and 
gave  os  raiu  frotrt 
heaven, and  fruit¬ 
ful  fcalwi*,  titling 
*ur  h tr&m  with 
food  in  d  aelk. 


<0  And  with 
lht(c  flying  , 
fcavve  r  rtr*yncd 
t  hey  d>e  jiople 
that  they  h  ul  not 
done  ftcr fjiv  tin- 
to  t!*cni. 
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:odJ  liv,  22*  and  i  Cor.wiii.  4*)  to  that  God;  who  has  life 
Ind  *n  himfelf,*and  is  the  fountain  of  life  to  all  others,  and 
ail  is  indeed  {lie  only  true  God,  who  created  the  heavens, 
ar*  and  the  earth,  and  the  fea,  and  all  things  contained 
therein,  whether  vifible  or  invifihle,  that  are,  or  ever 
were  made. 

^  1 6  Who,  as  the  great  Governor  of  the  world,  has 

for  many  ages  paft,  in  his  wife  and  holy,  foverrign 
>«q  and  righteous  judgment,  left  all  the  nations  of  the  Gtn~ 
tiles  to  the  dim  light  of  nature,  as  a  juft  punifhment 
.  for  their  iniquities,  without  any  exprefs  revelation  of 
his  will,  like  that  made  to  the  Jews,  or  any  other  guide 
th  an  their  own  consciences,  tp  acepfe  pr  excufe  them  , 
{Rom.  ii.  15.}  and  who,  in  his  wonderful  long-fuffering 
and  patience,  has  formally  generations  bore  with  them, 
while  they  walked  in  the  perverfe  ways,  which  their 
own  vain  imaginations  and  fooliih  hearts  invented  and 
chofe*  {Rome  i*  21.) 

17  And  yet,  all  that  time,  he  gave  them  plain  evi- 
^  den ccs  of  his  infinite  wifdtmi  and  goodneft,  eternal 
he  power,  and  Godhead,  {Rom,  u  20-}  which  were  ftifficU 
inrl  cat  to  teach  them,  that  he  alone  ought  to  have  been 
^it_  worfhipped;  inafmuch  as  he  not  only  created  them, 
mg  but,  in  the  courfe  of  his  kind  and  all-difpofing  provU 
^  deuce,  constantly  bellowed  abundance  of  temporal  mer- 
cies  upon  them  &  and  this,  among  innumerable  other  in- 
ftances,  appears  in  that  he  has  caufed  the  clouds  of  hea¬ 
ven  to  water  the  earth  with  feafonable  rains,  and  there¬ 
by  fed  its  fprings,  and  made  it -fruitful  fora  fupply, 
not  only  of  the  ncxeflkies  of  mankind,  both  of  the  good 
and  evil,  hut  Hkcwife  of  rhe  conveniences  and  comforts 
of  life,  that  they  might  have  afulloefs  of  proper  andde* 
Hghtfui  provisions,  and  be  capable  of  eating  them  with 
plcafurc:  And  fo  they  were  very  criminal  in  abufing 
(he  light  and  mercies  they  enjoyed,  by  giving  the  glory 
to  others  which  was  due  to  him  alone  ;  and  your  guilt 
will  be  (till  more  exceedingly  aggravated,  if,  now  the 
gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  is  fen t  to  yon,  ye  (hould  per- 
fill  in  paying  idolatrous  worship  to  us,  or  to  any  other 
creature  whatfoever. 

, '  18  And  it  was  with  much  ado,  that  the  apoftles,  by 

wd  all  thefe  earndl  imreaties,  moving  expoftulations,  and 
^  (olid  reafonings,  prevailed  upon  thofe  poor  heathens  to 
deli  ft  from  their  abominable  attempt  of  offering  facri- 
fice  to  them  :  So  fond  were  they  of  thefe  heavenly  mef- 
fengers,  and  yet  fo  loth  to  be  convinced  of  their  own 


19  But 
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rp  And  there 
c^mc  thither  cer¬ 
tain  Jews  from 
Antioch  and  Ico- 
nitxitif  who  per- 
funded  the  pco- 
plef  and  having 
ftoned  Pnil/drew 
f  t vi  out  of  the  ci¬ 
ty,  (up  poling  Uc 
had  boa  d«d» 


10  Ilovbdt.af 
<hcdiitfpier  flood 

r him. 

r  ,k*  tjp,  and 
came  into  the  eh 
ty :  and  the  next 
djy  he  departed 
wkh  Ba'ipabat  to 
Dube* 


19  But  when  the  unbelieving  /w,  who  had  been 
fo  inveterate  againft  the  apoftles  at  Antioch  and  Icenium, 
(ver.  2 ,  5.  and  rAa/vxui.  45,  50.)  heard  what  an  inte- 
reft  they  had,  and  what  progrefs  the  gofpel  was  like  to 
make,  among  thefc  Gentiles,  they  came  with  ail  hafte 
from  thofe  cities  hither,  on  purpofe  to  incenfe  the  peo* 
pie,  and  raife  the  mob  upon  them,  as  ill-deGgning,  tur¬ 
bulent,  blafphemous,  and  feditious  men:  And  they  found 
means  to  give  fuch  a  turn  to  their  corrupt  and  fickle 
minds,  that  as  the  multitude  formerly  fang  Hofanna.  to 
the  Sot t  of  David  one  day,  and  within  lefs  than  a  week 
afterwards,  under  the  influence  of  the  chief  priefts 
and  rulers,  cried  out,  Crucify  him,  {Matt.  zxt.  9.  and 
sxvii.  22,  23.)  fo  this  people,  who  but  a  little  before 
had  adored  the  apoftles,  as  gods,  now  by  the  instiga¬ 
tion  of  the  Jewt}  who  had  the  greateft,  .fpleen  againft 
Pauly  Honed  him  in  a  riotous  manner,  as  though  he 
had  hcCn  the  worft  of  men ;  and  then  dragged  him 
with  barbarous  indignity  out  of  the  city,  under  an  ap* 
prehenfiou  that  they  had  certainly  killed  him  *. 

20  However,  while  the  Chriftians,  that  had  been 
converted  in  thofe  parts,  got  about  him,  with  tender 
and  aifedionate  concern  to  mourn  over  him,  and  to  bu¬ 
ry  Him,  in  cafe  he  were  dead  t  or  to  perform  the  beft 
offices  of  kindpefs  and  refpe&  they  were  capable  of  to¬ 
ward  him,  as  occafions  might  require  ;  he,  by  the  mi¬ 
raculous  power  and  goodnefs  of  God,  revived  ;  and 
getting  up,  to  their  great  furprite  and  joy,  returned  pri¬ 
vately  into  the  city:  and,  to  efcape  the  further  fury  of  his 
enemies,  he  went  with  Barnabas ,  on  the  morrow,  from 
thence  to  Derby,  a  neighbouring  city  in  the  fame  pro¬ 
vince. 


at  And  when  2i  And,  wounded  and  bruifed  as  his  body  was,  he 
tw^pt^hed  an(j  j}arniibas  improved  their  rime  in  preaching  the  gof- 
cur^°  aod‘°  had  1*1 to  the  inhabitants  of  that  city ;  and  fo  cffc&uai  was 
uught many, they  the  grace  of  God  which  accompanied  it,  that  they,  as 
rtturDed  again  to  initiumcmts  in  bis  hand,  made  a  confiderable  number 
coniaoi, ^jnd Au'  of  difciples,  «««-r)  who  believed  in  Chrift, 

noth.  yielded  themfelves  up  to  bis  eondutt  and  government, 

and  profeffed  bis  name :  After  this,  the  apoftles  pro¬ 
ceeded  no  further  in  their  journey,  but  returned  back  to 
water  the  good  feed  they  had  fowo,  at  hyflra,  and  ho- 
mum,  and  at  the  Pijidian- Antioch. 

*i  Coo  firming  22  At  all  which  places*  they  laid  themfelves  out  in 

the  eftablifh- 

N  6  T  E. 

•  The  ipoflle  evidently  referred  to  tlufc  pcrjecafaet,  efifflhat,  which  tone  oafs  me  at 
(r~.il)!ct,  when  he  tad  to  the  (k-iul^iits,  Antioch,  at  tconium,  at  J.yftra,  vkit  per- 
(■.  Of.  xi.  ir.)  was  1  tinted',  and  to  fecuttaat  l  endured ;  but  eat  <tf  them  ait  the 
thu  i-jf  iicu «  try  rfcfimr—  Lord  delivered  at(.  (*  Tun.  'tSL  jo,  jj.J 
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the  fouls  of  the  cftabltfliing  and  fettling  {***<*f*l*r*tf  the  fouls  ofthe  late 
hlirirae  *them*to  convcrt9J  0“  the  foundation  of  tbeir  mod  holy  faith  j 
continue  in  the  exciting  them,  by  all  manner  of  arguments  taken  from 
fahh;  iodising  duty,  gratitude  and  love,'  neceJIity  and  delight,  the  ho- 
nour  Chrift,  and  their  own  fpiritual  and  eternal  wel- 
entcr  into  the  fare,  to  abide  by,  aod  ftedfaftly  perfevere  in  tbe  hclief, 
kingdom  of  Gad.  profdlion,  and  pra£tfce  of  tbofe  great  and  glorious  ,  doc¬ 
trines  which  had  keen  delivered  to  them,  and  which 
they  had  received  by  faith*  Aod  to  fortify  them  againlt 
'  difeouragement,  on  account  of-the  late  inhuman  treat¬ 
ment  Pit'A  bad  met  with,  as  alfo  to  let  them  know  the 


13  Aod  when 
they  had  ordain* 
them  elder*  in 
crcry  church,  and 
hid  prayed  with 
Exiting,  Tncycotn- 
mended  l  hem  to 
the  Lord  t  on 
whom  they  be* 
JtcmJ, 


worii,  as  welbas  the  be  ft,  that  might  be  expe&ed,.  they 
told  them,  That  from  the  holy  appointment  of  God,  the 
enmity  of  Satan  and  tbe  world  to  the  purity  and  fpiri- 
tuality  of  the  gofpcl,  and  the  prefect  imperfeft  ftate  of 
things,  they  mult  unavoidably  pals  through  great  trials 
and  afflictions,  perfections,  and  reproaches,  into  the 
heavenly  kingdom,  which  God  has  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him,  and  which  will  richly  make  amends  for 
ail  the  difficulties  that  lye  in  the  way  to  it. 

23  And  when,  to  bring  things  into  a  proper  order 
in  the  feveral  churches,  which  had  been  gathered  in  ail 
thofc  towns  or  cities,  the  zpollles,  with  the  concuning 
approbation,  choice,  "and  vore  of  each  church,  teftified 
by  the  lifting  op  of  hands,  (zu?" *«■««■*•)  had  publicly 
appointed  jbme  of  the  graver  and  elder,  moll  judicious 
and  experienced  converts  among  them  refpe&ively,  to 
the  pall  oral  office,  for  ftatedly  labouring  in  the  word 
and  do&rine,  and  admintftring  the  gofpel-feals  of  the 
covenant,  and  for  prefiding  and  watching  over  rh  e  par¬ 
ticular  flocks,  of  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  this  manner 
made  them  overfeere,  {chap.  xx.  2d.)  j  they,  by  foiemn 
prayer,  attended  with  fading,  fuitable  to  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  this  religious  work,  committed  thole  pallors' 
to  the  grace  and  care,  guidance  and  bleffing  of  the  Lord 

Jefcs, 


NOTE. 


*  ft  mult  indeed  be  allowed,  ilut  the  Chrifl’s  wimefles ;  the  nature  of  ihtihinj 
vnrd  is foinet i.nes  ufai  by  Grab  Co  pbinly  determines  its  particular  racar.i:ig 

writers,  ns  l>Kn!tyin-»  barely  to  apptiut  or  there,  as  pats  it  pall  danger  of  being  mill*- 
(anjl’lutr,  whether  by  one  perion  or  more ;  ken.  But  when  the  choice  of  officers  in 


and  vet  it  cannot  be  denial,  but  that  its  pro¬ 
per  iignificaiion  is  to  lift  up  tht  bead ;  end 
that,  in  this  fcole,  it  **?  uommorjy  ufed  by 
the  Owh,  to  exprcls  their  way  of  giving 
vires  in  public  clcfliun, ;  and  as  the  faiptc 
verb,  as  tar  as  I  End,  is  but  once  more  used 
in  1  liC  N’cwTcttament,  ri;.  in  2  Cur.  viti,  if. 
it  il-ece  evidently  ligntfics,  the  fiffrage  of 
the  churches  in  their  choice  :  And  though 
it  is  oted  in  rr-mpediku,  /Hit,  41.- to  figm- 
Jy  the  spoil  ks  ijciuf  fvu-tL-fra  of 
( v/  V7T*  t*  to  be 


churches  is  ertpreiKal  by  this  word,  one 
would  r bits  It  its  original,  £ratttn3ttcal,  snd 
matt  ftnic  ftiould  be  intended,  ^  fuit- 
iblc  to  tbe  rights  of  Chriflijn  ;  it'xi 

it  fauns  an  exceeding  ftrrin  upon  the  wrd, 
to  fdppofc  that  it  u  fTcrt  uted 
fignificatkm  with  ft  Ljch  hen? i* 

but  the  nailer  may  conftilt  Or  one  fiJe  rii 
tbe  argument  Dr  Hammed  on  the  pbe^: 
and  for  the  other.  Dr,  Orffs/r^  » latere:-/* 
Z'*j?tl-ti'Hrth)  p*  6(J*  &C+ 
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Jefus,  in  whom  they  bad  believed,  that  they  might  be 
more  and  more  .futnUhed  for,  prote&ed,  alii  (led,  and 
fucceeded  in,  all  tboir  holy  miniftratioas ,  and  fo  fet 
them  apart  to  their  refpefkive  charges. 

24  Then  Paul  and  Barnabas,  taking  their  leave  of 
Antioch,  and  returning  through  the  reft  of  Pifidia,  came 
back  again  to  Pantpbylia,  both  which  were  provinces  of 
the  Lejfcr  Afia. 

25  And  arriving  at  Perga  in  that  country,  where 
they  had  been  before,  {chap.  xiii.  13.)  they  preached  the 
gofpel  again  to  the  people  of  that  city,  making  a  fecond 
trial  of  them',  without  any  remarkable  fuccefc  in  either 
of  thofe  attempts :  After  this,  they  went  down  to  At- 
talia ,  another  city  of  Pamphylia,  and  a  fca-port. 

2(5  And  from  thence,  going  a  (hip- board,  they  Jail* 
ed  over  the  eaftern  part  of  the  Mediterranean,  which  is 
called  the  Tea  of  Cilicia  and  Pamphylia ,  {chap,  xxvii.  j.) 
to  the  famous  Antkrb  in  Syria ;  from  whence  they  firft 
fet  our  on  this  glorious  expedition  among  the  Gentiles , 
after  they  had  been  folenmly  recommended  in  the  church 
there,  by  falling  and  prayer,  to  the  grace  and  blefling 
of  God  for  that  fervice,  {c/mp.  xiii.  1,  2.)  which  they 
had  now  abundantly  laboured  in,  and  performed  with 
wonderful  fuccefs,  in  anfwer  to  thofe  prayers. 

27  And  when,  on  their  arrival  again  at  that  city, 
they  had  called  the  church  together,  they  gave  a  di- 
(tintl  and  particular  account  to  them,  from  whom  they 
had  been  fent  by  the  fpecial  direction  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
{chap.  xiii.  3,  4.)  of  all  their  travels,  labours,  and  fuf- 
fertugs,  prefcrvations,  and  encouragements ;  what  God's 
ways  had  been  with  them  j  what  amazing  things  be 
had  wrought  by  their  preaching  and  miracles  for  the 
propagation  of  tbe  gofpel,  and  converiion  of  multitudes 
among  the  idolatrous  heathens,  as  well'  as  Jews  and  pro* 
feiytes ;  and  how,  iq  many  places,  the  believers  were 
efUbiifhed  in  Chrifl,  formed  into  churches,  and  fur* 
nilhed  with  fuitable  pallors  j  and  efpecially  that  God 
had,  in  this  manner,  opened  a  wide  and  efte&ual  door, 
eveto  to  the  word  of  tbe  Gentiles  theinfelves,  to  bring 
great  numbers  of  them  into  a  Hate  of  falvatiqp,  through 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus. 

28  And  the  apoltles  continued  a  conGderahle  time 
with  the  Chriltians  there  to  comfort  them,  and  be  com¬ 
forted  by  them,  and  to  help  forward  their  further  fettlc- 
menr,  edification,  and  increafc. 


14  And,  After 
I  hey  bad  palled 
Throughout  Piii- 
-Tn,  rhey  cunc  u> 

And,  when 
they  had  pn'iich-* 
td  :he  word  In 
i-iey  uwtit 
Jtwn  into AtU- 
lu : 

iC  And  the  nee 
fcueil  to  A  ntioeh, 
from  whence  they 
hat!  t*rcn  re  com- 
\q  the 
£TLCC  L-1  Ond  *or 

it'd  wtu-k  which 

Li  '.’y  1  UiDliCsJ . 


1?  And  when 
they  wire  come, 
ar.,l  h  id  gathered 
tiic  s'hurih  to™C' 
tl-  r,  *hey  rnie^r* 

:  ll f I  tisSi  God 


.  do:w  with 
in*  and  how* 
had  oj'ti^cd 
i;*r  of’  fjith 

10  the  Gen* 


*9  And  there 
they  abnde  long 
time  with  the  ait- 

tipii-fi. 


RECOLLRCTI  ONS. 

How  pfiiinly  does  the  only  living  ami  true  God  leftify  hi*  being  and  prnvv 
deuce,  jutkuce  siift  'jtwJiirfs,  even  to  heathen  jialtcns,  as  he  is  the  Creator  of 

tht 
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the  heavens*  the  earth  and  fra,  and  of  all^  things  therein  ;  as  be  bears  with  the 
perverfe  manners  of  thofe  that  abufe  the  light  of  their  own  conferences;  and  as 
he  orders  fruitful  feafons,  and  gives  them  tno  neeeSariea  and  the  delights  of  life  I 
But  with  how  much  brighter j  and  more  endearing  glory,  does  he  mate  bimfelf 
known  in  the  te  ft  i  monies  he  has  given  us  by  the  word  of  revelation  !  He  there¬ 
by  calls  us  off  from  alt  idolatries,  and  makes  known  the  gofpel  of  his  grace,  in 
and  through  the  only  Sari  our  of  loft  tinners ;  and  fo  opens  a  door  of  faith  to 
them.  But  how  amazingly  different  is  the  reception  that  this  Hefted  gofpel 
meets  with,  where  it  comes!  Some  fide  with  it,  others  fet  thcmfdves  againft 
it ;  fomc  are  enraged  at  it,  others  believe  it :  and,  alas  1  how  tickle  and  itieon- 
Bant  are  the  thoughts  of  carnal,  unrenewed  men  about  it  i  At  one  time  they 
take  up  a  good  opinion  of  it,  and  admire  Chrift’s  miniftring  fervants  as  if  they 
were  gods ;  and  toon  afterwards  they  are  turned  agaroft  it,  and  cxerctfe  the  molt 
inhuman  barbarities  upon  the  preachers  of  it.  Bui  God*a  own  tefiimony  to  his 
word,  by  its  external  and  internal  credentials,  bears  down  ail  oppofition  before 
it;  and  by  the  attending  power  of  his  Spirit,  wins  over  the  wo?ft  of  tinnrrs  to 
Chrift :  and  when  they  are  brought  to  believe  in  him,  how  do  bis  infinite  wif* 
dom,  love,  and  care,  manifeft  ihcznfelves,  in  his  appointing  them  to  be  formed 
into  churches,  and  funufticrl  with  paftorc  after  hts  own  heart,  for  their  further 
edification  and  eftabfiflimcnt  *  And  O,  with  what  pieafurt  and  hope,  labour  and 
diligence,  fhould  his  miniftring  fervauts  Jay  tbemfelveu  out,  not  in  fetkmg  their 
own  glory,  or  admitting  of  honours  that  belong  to  God  only  ;  but  in  the  con* 
veriion  of  tinners,  ami  confirmation  of  believers;  and  in  all  tbe  fer  vices  to 
which  Chrift  calls  them,  notwithftandiog  the  fevcrvft  perfreutions  they  may  meet 
with  for  his  fake  ;  and  yet  fuflerings,  even  on  his  account,  are  not  to  be  courted, 
or  detired  ;  but  arc  to  be  carefully  avoided,  as  far  as  may  be  with  a  good  con-* 
fcicnce,  and  that  for  tbe  furtherance  of  the  gofpcL 


CHAP.  XV. 

A  dljpuU  is  raifed  at  Antioch,  by  Judaizing  teachers »  about  circum - 
cijing  the  Gentile  converts  ;  and  Paul  and  Barnabas  are  fmt  by  tbe 
church  to  Jerufalem  for  a  dectfion  of  that  point,  i, — 5.  The  debates 
and  conchjion  of  the  council  at  Jeni^Um,  and  tbeir  circular  letter 
to  the  Gentile  believers  concerning  if,  6,^29*  Paul  and  Barnabas 
Carry  it  to  Antioch,  where  it  is  received  with  great  joy,  30, — 35. 
After  which  they  propofe  afecond  joint  apoflalic  journey  ;  but  fall  in¬ 
to  fuch  a  warm  contention  about  John  Mark,  that  they  part >  and 
take  different  routs,  36, — 4!. 


Text. 

AND  certain 
jntrn,  which 
came  down  from 
JuJca,  taught  the 
brci  hrcn,rai* £ci4% 
Except  yc  be  cir- 
ciuncifeiLafrertht 
manntrot  Mrfcs, 
ys  cannot  be  la¬ 
ved. 


Paraphrase. 

A  FTER  Paul  and  Barnabas  had  made  their  report 
to  the  church  at  Antioch ,  how  God  had  opened  a 
door  of  faith,  even  to  the  idolatrous  Gentiles  t  [chap. 
xiv.  27,  aU.)  fome  judaizing  Chriftians,  that .came  thi¬ 
ther  from  Judea ,  and  pretended  to  have  authoYity  from 
the  apoftles  and  church  at  jerujalemf  (ver>  24*)  endea¬ 
voured  to  enllavethe  minds  and  conferences  of  the  Gen- 
tile* converts,  who  were  brethren  in  the  faith  and  ft*!- 
lowfhip  of  the  gofpel,  faying,  Circumcifion  is  of  fuch 
abfoljtc  ncceflny,  that  unlefs  ye  fubmit  to  that  divine 
ordinance,  and  fo  oblige  yourfelves  to  an  obfervation  t:f 
the  whole  law,  according  to  Mofes* s  conftitution.  (See 
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the  note  onwr.  5.)  all  your  faith  in  Chrift  will  be  ut¬ 
terly*  ineffectual  to  your  falvation* 

*  Wh«  there-  2  'Hie  two  apoftleu  therefore,  being  deeply  .concern- 
<d  f°r  t^e  liberty  and  free  courfe  of  the  gofpel,  and  for 
r"aU  dHTcnGoD  its  great  doftrine  of  juflification,  alone  through  faith 
and  ditpuwiion  ;n  Chrjll,  which  fuch  notions  were  fubverfive  of, 
dttw^iwd  that  thought  it  their  duty  vigoronfly  to  oppofe,  and  with  holy 
Paul  and  Birna-  zeal  to  difpute  againft  thefe  corrupters  of  Cbrsftianity : 
bas,  and  wrtain  And  when  their  debates  with  them  rofc  fo  high,  that 
jn'uU  °L  opto  things  feemed  to  be  running  into  ccmfufion,  the  An~ 
jcnjfilem  unto  tiachan  church,  (wr.  3.)  agreed  to  depute  Paul  and 
ihc  apoftle*  wd  JJarnabas  *,  and  Ibme  other  faithful  b;>  thren,  that  were 
pneSou!00*  **  members  in  communion  with  themfelves,  to  fuch  apo- 
ftles  and  elders,,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  xi.  30.)  as  might 
then  be  at  Jnufaten 1,  and  to  the  whole  church  there, 
{vtr.  4.)  to  a(k. their  judgment  upon  this  important 
point,  that  it  might  be  determined  in  the  mod  unex¬ 
ceptionable  manner  by  tbofe  very  perfons  from  whom 
the  dilturbers  of  the  church’s  faith  and  peace  pretend¬ 
ed  to  come,  and  by  the  moil  eminent  church  of  the 
circumciiion,  as  alfo  by  fuch  minifters,  as  all  true  be¬ 
lievers  owned  to  be  infpired  men. 

3  And,  bring  3  Hereupon  a  confiderable  number  of  the  Antiochian 
brough^on  their  church  attended  thefe  deputies,  part  of  their  way,  to 
rihurrii,  iLy  jnf-  bear  their  charges,  and  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  their  com- 
fcd  through  Phe-  pany  ;  and  to  teilify  tbeir  refpe£t  to  them,  and  appro- 
tuSwJrtlbecrali  bation  of  the  deljgn  of  their  journey,  who  travelled 
vcrQoti  rf  the  through  the  countries  of  Phenicia  and  Samaria^  puh- 
Gcotika :  and  Hilling,  as  they  went  along,  to  the  hclievers  they  met 
****  with,  what'  a  glorious  work  God  had  wrought  in  the 
conversion  of  idolatrous^  as  well  as  other 

GentiUtf 


N  O  T  X  S. 


*  .This  was  the  third  time  of  PtfttTsgoing  tiach,  could  not  but  be  writ  known  loog  ere 
to  Jerufalem,  which  he  refers  to  Cat.  ii.  i,  this,  as  it  had  been  about  eight  or  trine  years 
*,  3.  where  he  fays,  that  it  ms  fourteen  before,  and  bad  made  a  great  noife  in  all 
yean  after  bis  conversion,  and  that  he  then  thofc  parts,  and  been  canted  as  hr  atjo*. 
took  Tint  withhiro  t  and  went  hy  revelation,  faltm.  This,  among  ocher  things,  rerfrains 
either  to  himfelf,  whereby,  as  well  as  by  the  my  full  afleot,  which  I  would  willingly  hove 
dirice  of  the  church  at  Aatuxb,  ho  wai  di-  given,  if  l  could,  to  the  pliuftbfs  and  labour- 
rtried  to  go  thither ;  or  hy  revelation  to  the  ed  attempt  of  the  learned  author  of  Mijeella* 
prophets  of  that  church,  who  now  again,  by  tea  Sura,  cfTiy  iv.  and  of  others  after  him, 
ah  immediate  fuggtltion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  prove  that  the  following  decree  jellied 
appointed  theft  mcf&ngers,  in  concurrence  only  to  the  pnftlttn  0$  tie  gate ;  for  it  eui 
with  the  whole  chord),  as  they  at  firft  had  fearedy  be  thought,  as  hr  plead;,  and  fiemi 
fcm  forth  Paul  and  Banishes  to  mmiftcr  to  with  mod  ailiinnec  to  depend  upon,  for  the 
the  Gentiles,  ebap.  aiii-  a.  See  Dr.  Whilhj  ftipportof  his  hypothetic,  that  fo  farpriiing, 
on  Gal.  it.  a.  important,  and  notorious  a  trA,  at  the  eon- 

f  What  is  here  faid  about  the  apoftles  vcpGon  of  the  idolatrous  heathen*,  which  was 
declaring  lit  convcrftct  s f  the  Gentiles,  fteios  not  wrought  in  a  corner,  nor  in  one  piece 
tn  me  to  relate  to  the  eonverfion  of  the  Ub~  only,  but  In  the  chief  cities  of  fcvcnl  pro- 
htrani  Gentiles,  which  was  ipoken  of  at  the  vinecs,  and  made  a  great  bn  tile  there,  and 
dole  of  the  fall  chapter,  (tier,  ay.)  for  the  that  i^ioU'rwing  inf  lances  of  it  would  be  lb 
outer  lion  of  the  prafetptet  if  lie  gait*  t  Air-  lung  eofltcuku  froui  the  church  it  Jeiu/Acm, 
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they  caufed  great 
joy  unto  all  the 
brethren* 


GitttUes*  from  rfarknefe  to  light*  from  the  power  of  Sa¬ 
tan  to  God*  {Chap,  xiviy  18.)  And  as  out  of  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  fpeaks  ;  fo  the  hearts  of 
all  the  faithful  brethren  were  warmed,  and  comforted 


as  till  alrfrat  nine  years  after  this  decree,  as 
hercprcftitts  it ;  And  v<  are  exprdUy  told, 
wr,  4.  that  when  Paul  and  ibmtidxctmcio 
7 crqfikm*  they  declared  all  things  that  Gad 

Sad  done  1 titb  theat  (dvi/ycixir  oca.  twvitmr 
t  Se0(-  ^Jr  itTrtfv)  which  is  the  very  fame 
expreffton  that  i$  n£td  in  chap*  xiv.  17. 
when  they  declared  at  jfatioekr  bow  God  had 
opened  the  door  of  Taith  to  the  Idolatrous 
Genities*  It  is  like  wife  fail  of  thefe  Gen* 
ttia*  that  they  were  turned  to  God*  (vtrm  19.) 
which  anfwcrs  very  nearly  to  what  is  laid  of 
the  Th^ffuktdaws,  that  they  were  toned  to 
G  id  from  idols*  to  ferve  lie  ■  frrry  and  true 
G>d%  (t  Thejf  u  pO  arid  an  attempt  to  0- 
blige  them  to  be  circmnetfed  and  beep  the 
law*  is  called  /Averting  their Jenl j,  (iter.  >4.) 
which  is  of  much  the  fame  import  with  what 
the  apoftle  laid  to  the  Galatians*  who  had 
been  converted  from  heathenifm,  that  if 
they  were  dicumcifcd*  Chrifi  watt/d  profit 
theta  nothing*  and  would  be  of  99  ejfcB  to 
them,  {Gal.  v.  a,  4*)  And  thefe  1  take  to 
be  the  repine  of  .men*  who*  as  the  apoftle 
James  nbJerved,  f  y.)  it  was  prophefied 
J beuldfeek  after  tie  Lord,  in  diEHnftion  from 
the  profdytes  of  the  gate,  who  ftem  there 
to  be  deftrifred  as  tbofc  w  whom  his  name 
urns  railed.  And  In  the  Xfrfreip*  Ames  ii* 
1  a.  the  place  here  quoted,  in  ft  aid  of  the  rc- 
Jtdoe  of  men,  it  is  the  remnant  of  ftdem* 
which  was  one  of  the  nations  that  were  no* 
toriout  idolaters*  Accordingly  she  council's 
recommending  Paul  and  Barnabas*  as  men 
that  Had  hazarded  their  fives  fir  the  name  of 
our  Lori  Jrfvt  Chrifi*  (ver.  id,)  (terns  to  re¬ 
fer  to  the  account  thefe  apofttes  ha/1  gjvcn  of 
their  dangers  and  duffer  fries,  when  they 
preached  the  gofpej  to  the  idolatrous  Gentiles*' 
tnd  wtreiflanltcd*  and  (toned  for  it*  at  Ira- 
niam  and  Lyfira*  (chajv  am  5,  ($,)  at  the 
iall  of  which  places  Pool  was  left  for  dead ; 
and  this  apoftle,  in  his  next  journey  among 
the  Cecities,  delivered  this  dome  of  the 
council  to  the  diurcbes  ui  Lgflra  and  Derhe* 
cities  of  Ljcsonia*  (chap,  nvt*  r, — 4.)  where 
be  and  Barnabas  had  ixcen  before,  and  con¬ 
verted  idolatrous  Gentiles*  and  formed 
churches*  partly  at  lcaft,  of  them,  (chop.  uy. 
xo, — 13.)  which  (hews  that  they  understood 
alt  Tort*  of  Gentiles  lo  tic  concerned  in  the  tie* 
fign  of  this  decree.  But  X  own  there  is  a 
confidence  difficulty  in  reconciling  all  this 
with  the  apoftle.  Patti's  faying*  (Get.  ii.  ». 
that  he  ccmmumcttled  the  gnfpelf  which  he 
freshed  among  the  Gentiles, /rivtfA'/j1  to  them 
■which  -were  of  rep  station  \  mcamog,  j|^ii  ge* 
ntraJJy  fuppofcdi  to  tlic  apottUs  J ioiffr*  Pc- 


ter ,  and  John  :  However,  it  is  ooLfaid  that 
he  conr.nunicjted  U  to  them  cult ;  and  the 
chief  men*  or  men  of  repot  Aim  there  men¬ 
tioned*  might  probably  include  other  emi¬ 
nent  men,  Inch  as  the  liipcrior  prophets  and 
elders  that  were  there  as  well  as  the  apofttw  • 
and  Pan!  might  frit  privately  acquaint  tfaefe 
with  his  preaching  among  the  idolatrous 
Gentiles*  to  take  their  prejudices,  and  en¬ 
gage  thetn  to  rapport  and  countenance  him 
in  the  more  public. report  he  waste  make  of 
it,  left  the  moft  zealous  and  prejudiced  part 
of  the  judauing  brethren,  finding  noac  10 
hack  him*  (houid  refute  to  heir*  or  Jhould 
ralfaly  ran  down,  what  he  had  to  fay  about 
it :  So  that  this  is  no  proof  chat  be  did  not 
afterwards  communicate  it  to  the  council  at 
Jcrufilcm  j  and  perhaps  it  is  hinted  that  he 
did,  in  the  former  part  of  that  verfc,  where 
the  apofUc*  having  (poke  of  the  church  there, 
lays,  he  communicated  that gof pel  to  them  j  for 
they  are  the  antecedent  to  this  relative.  And 
whereas  it  has  been  faid  that  the  a  polite 
James  fpofce  of  this  decree,  as  the  only  thing 
that  the  church  of  Jentfakm  hod  known,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Gentle  converts,  till  Paul*  about 
nine  years  afterward,  declared  to  them  whai 
things  God  had  wrought  aotosg  the  Gentiles  by 
his  mlniftry*  (rfijiuxKt.  17, — as.)  1  (hnuld 
rather  think  that  nc  (poke  of  it,  as  the  only 
refirmnt  that  had^bcen  laid  upon  belie  vers 
from  among  them,  of  what  ch -rafter  footer 
they  had  been  before :  For  he,  or  rather  he 
and  the  ciders,  (wr*  18.)  fay  nothing  about 
the  church's  Ignorance  of  any  fitch  con  w- 
fton  3  and  all  that  may  he  fuppofed  to  carry 
fueh  an  afpeft*  related  zs  much  to  themfdves, 
as  to  the  church  :  But  they  food  ro  it,  that, 
according  to  that  decree,  believing  Gentiles  of 
all  (arts  were  only  obliged  to  ah  ft  am  from 
the  things  therein  mentioned*  And  it  is  in¬ 
deed  aftoniihing  to  me,  that  the  conwrfion 
of  the  idoUtroos  Gentiles  Thou  Id  be  ftippnfcd 
to  he  fo  long  a  ftcret  to  the  church  at  Jeni^ 
filcmt  (Jnce  the  authors  of  this  opmioif 
thcmielves  (though  as  far  as  l  find,  they  dtp 
over  tbc  thought*  when  they  come  to  an- 
fwer  objeftions  agaiuft  their  fcheme)  b vet 
placed  the  apoftle  Paul's  epifos  ro  the 
churches  of  GjIoJL?,  Corinth*  Thtffilon irat 
and  Jlflwf,  before  this  time*  which  were 
GetuHk  churches,  and  corXrlkd  fome,  irriot 
all  of  them*  moft  Iy  of  converts  from  hcitheit 
idolatry  :  Nur  can  T  callfy  imjguit,  thaiv  if 
this  was  fnvoteijcomnutaicated  to  tlieapoftks 
at  JerufiUm,  they  woukl  huve  concc^kd  it 
from  the  church  there* 
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4  And,  when 
they  were  come  to 
Jcrut'dnn^  they 

ivcrt  received  of 
the  churchj  and 
hf  the  apoftlcr 
anti  elders,  and 
they  declared  all 
thing*  that  God 
I  ad  done  with 
them* 


$  Sut  there 
rofe  up  ctnain  of 
the  ftrt  of  the 
Pharifees  which 
believed,  fiying, 
Th-i  it  was  need¬ 
ful  to  irtrcutncifc 
them  (  and  to 
command  them  to 
keep  the  Law  of 
Mhifn. 


ff  And  the  a* 
pofllcs  and  elder* 
came  logo  her  for 
to  rnnfuler  of 
this  maucr* 


at  the  bearing  of  fuch  good  news  ;  and,  inftead  of  en¬ 
vying  and  murmuring,  they  exceedingly  rejoiced  in  the 
graee  of  God,  which  had  taken  fn  wide  a  fpread,  and 
gave  him  the  glory.  « 

4  And  when  thefe  rueflbngers  arrived  at  Jtrvfalem, 
they  were  readily  amlafFedionately  received,  with  great 
efteem,  by  the  church,,  and  by  Peter,  James.,  and  John, 
who  were  the  only  apoftles  they  found  there,  {Gal-  ii. 
9.)  as  alfo  by  the  ftated  officers  of  that  church  :  And 
Paul  and  Barnabas  related,  at  Urge,  firft  privately  to 
the  chief  oY  them,  {Gal-  ii.  2.)  ai/d  afterwards  in  a  full 
aflembly,  {ver.  it.)  all  the  great  things  which  God 
had  done  hv  their  means,  not  only  at  Antioch,  but  in 
other  Gentile  towns  and  cities  where  they  had  preach¬ 
ed,  {chap,  xiv.)  and  what  fufferings  they  had  endured, 
and  teftimonies  the  Lord  had  given,  in  the  gracious 
and  miraculous  way,  to  his  acceptance  of  the  heathen 
through  faith  in  the  great  Redeemer. 

5  But  here,  as  well  as  at  Antioch ,  fame  JewiJh  Chrif- 
tians,  who  were  converted  from  among  the  Pharifees,  a 
k€t  that  were  moft  zealous  far  the  rites  of  their  law, 
vehemently  oppofed  the  two  apofUes,  and  all  that  had 
fhewn  their  approbation  of  the  account  they  bad  given  $ 
thefe  men  warmly  infilled  upon  it.  That  there  was  an 
abfulute  neceffity  Cor  Gentile  believers  to  be  circu  mci- 
fed  *,  and  thereby  obliged  to  obferve  the  whole  law, 
given  by  Mefes,  in  order  to  their  ad  million  into  the 
church,  and  partaking  of  that  falvatton  which  was 
brought  in  by  jefus  Chrift. 

6  And  as  this  was  like  to  create  further  trouble,  and 
the  point  Ufelf  was  of  too  great  importance  to  be  ne¬ 
glected,  the  apofiles  and  elders,  by  joint  agreement, 
{ver,  25.)  afie tabled  together  without  delay,  not  by 
themfelves,  but  with  the  whole  church,  {ver.  4,  22-) 
to  take  it  into  ferious  confidfcrarion. 


there  Afod  *b«b  7  And,  ^ter  ^0D8  an<^  dofe  debates  on  both  (ides  of 
difpMingl  the  quefiion,  the  apoftle  Peter,  to  bring  things  to  an 
peter  rote  up,  and  iflue,  got  up  and  fpake  to  the  whole  affembly  in  the  fot- 

lowing 

NOTE. 

*  This  plainly  fhew*  that  Itwas  tint  hart*  he  reprefent*  it  in  this  light,  faying,  (G*jA 
}y  circwnctfon,  hut  a  compliance  with  the  v*  a,  3^  4*)  )/  yt  be  oratttcftd  CMft  fiait 
whole  of  MoftSj  «bich  tirtumeifioii  o-  pufitm  rtotb jag  *  Ver  i  Uftify  it  cutty 
bliged  to,  that  the  Jud  sizing  Cbiidhnt  aim*  MtU/W  isiirbttatt\ftd%  that  licit  a  debtor  to  do 
cd  at,  m  nectff&ry  to  lilvstion  :  And  it  the  -*bole  lani\  Chrift  u  If r?j«r  none  ejf'tfl  to 
under  this  notion  of  it,  that  tiny  were  fo  you  j  vhfoever  of  yta  art  lucking  to  be  jujii* 
2:alo<i$  to  impose  St,  and  the  apofite  Paul  fed  by  the  lavtyt  art  faite*  frtnTtlyv  doflrinc 
was  lb  ueJoiu  in  Iktutg  againfl  it,  And  this  1  uJte  to  be  the  key  to 

as  a  moll  Hangcruiis  error,  ver G veto  the  what  he  mums,  whenever  he  inveighs  a- 
iridli  of  the  jwipd,  and  of'Ool’t  way  of  pinft  tirtamriimn,  «s  iiKmdifleiu  with  a 
jMjtifyior,  a Jtane.  through  fakh  in  Chrift,  Aaic  of  pardon,  and  acceptance  tg  viern-d  life- 
v/iibrnt  the  deeds  of  the  law;  Accordingly 
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laid  onto  them* 
Men  obJ  bra* 
thrtn,  y*  know 
Jiov  that  >  good 
while  ago  God 
made  choice  a* 
nwn£  ui  that  the 
Gentiles  by  my 
month  ILtnildKeftr 
tb<  word  of  the 
gofpdj  sod  be- 

Sm» 


1  And  God, 
which  too  wet  b 
the  hems,  bare 
them  witodt , 
riving  them  the 
BdyGboAtcren 
ii  be  did  nnto  us; 


0  Ah d  pnt  oo 
diHcrtucebetwcca 
us  >nd  them , 
parifying  their 
beam  by  futh. 


so  Kow  there- 
fbre  why  tempt 
ye  God,  to  pat 
a  yoke  apoo  the 
Aceh  of  the  dif* 
dpke 


lowi/ig  manner,  Ye  men  of  Jfraelj  and  my  dearly  be* 
loved  brethren,  ye  all  well  know,  and  cannot  but  own, 
that  fome  years  ago,  God  was  pleafed  to  choofc  me, 
from  among  the  reft  of  os  the  apoflles  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fos,  as  was  intimated  by  Chrift  himfclf,  in  the  days  of 
bis  flefli,  [Mattb.  xvi.  19.  fee  the  Paraphrase  there)  and 
was  afterwards  more  exprtfely  revealed  with  regard  to 
Cornelius,  (Jfli  x.)  all  which  was  according  to  God's 
pnrpofe,  in  the  ancient  days  of  eternity,  (*»’  •**?*>* 
«■**'“»)  that  the  Gentiles  fhould  have  the  gofpel  preach¬ 
ed  to  them  firft  of  all,  by  my  miniftrations  *,  and  that, 
by  the  power  of  his  grace  attending  bis  own  word  and 
appointment,  they  fhould  be  brought  to  believe  in  JeTus 
Chrift  for  eternal  life,  which  waB  but  the  firft  fruits 
and  earneft  of  his  further  calling  others  frost)  among 
them. 

8  And  God,  who  is  peifeflly  acquainted  with  the 
in  mo  ft  difpoGtions  of  the  heart,  and  with  the  thorough 
change  which  his  own  work  had  made  in  theirs,  dear¬ 
ly  tefttfied  his  acceptance  of  them,  not  only  by  giving' 
them  the  graces  and  joys  of  his  Spirit,  whereby  they 
magnified  his  name,  hut  alfo  by  a  vifibleeffufion  of  the 
Holy  Gboft,  in  an  immediate  and  miraculous  way  up¬ 
on  than  {chap.  x.  44,  45,  46.)  juft  after  the  fame 
manner  as  he  openly  bore  wtmefe  of  his  accepting  os 
his  firft  JevitJb  diftiples,  on  the  famous  day  of  Pmte- 
cojl.  {Chap,  ii,) 

9  And  this  was  an  evident  dcmonftratlon,  that  be 
as  readily  received  them,  as  he  did  us  Jems,  to  bisfpe- 
cial  favour,  without  making  the  lcaft  difference  in  this 
refped,  between  us  and  them,  though  they  were  not 
circumcifed,  and  thereby  obliged  to  keep  the  whole  law 
of  Meftsi  he  having  made  them  clean,  without  any  of 
thefe  external  rites,  in  that  he  cleaofed  their  fouls  from 
the  guilt,  pollution,  and  power  of  fin,  through  faith  in 
his  Son,  by  whofc  blood  and  Spirit  they  are  jollified 
and  fan&ined. 

10  Since  therefore  God  has  lb  plainly  declared  him-* 
felf  in  their  favour,  how  durlt  any  of  you  diibelteve  it, 
or  quarrel  at  it,  or  arraign  his  infinite  wifdom  and  au¬ 
thority  in  it  i  or  go  about  to  prefettbe  to  him,  and  try 
whether  he  will  rctraft  wbat  he  has  done?  And  why 
fhould  ye  attempt  to  put  a  yoke  of  bondage  upon  Gen¬ 
ii  le  believers  and  their  feed,  by  obliging  them  to  be 
circumcifed,  who,  under  the  gofpel-ftate,  are  to  be 
eonfidered  as  difciplcs  of  Chfift,  in  like  manner  as 
children  were  reckoned  with  tfrefr  parents,  to  helong 
to  the  church  of  ffrael,  under* the  Mifait  (economy  ; 
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tipto,  which  nri-  How  perverfe  is  it  to  in  defiance  of  this  neur 

aH  difpenfatioii  $  God*s  grace  toward  them,  that  they 
fobear?  fhould  be  fubjeded  to  circumdfion,  and  thereby  to  all 

the  legal  inftuDtlons,  which  a^e  fo  numerous  arid  c oft- 
ly,  painful  and  difficult;  and  fo  entangling  to  confid¬ 
ence,  and  incapable  of  faiisfymg  it,  or  of  taking  away 
fin,  that  neither  our  holy  ariceftors,  nor  we  ouiieKes, 
could  tell  how  to  bear  them,  without  the  greatest  in¬ 
cumbrance  and  anxiety  of  mind;  nor  (liould  ever  have 
willingly  fubmined  to  them,  uulcfe  he  had  command¬ 
ed  ir  ? 


1 1  But  vft  be* 
lirre,  that,  thro* 
t:>e  grace  of  the 

XrOfdJdiuCbrUK 
we  toll  be  £wd 
ocn  u  they* 


t%  Then  all 
the  mahltode 
kept  filcace,  end 
gave  aaiicftoe  to 
Bimibu  ibd 
Paul,  declaring 
wbit  miracle*  ana 
wonder*  God  had 
wrought  among 
tSe  Gcnlilef  by 
them. 


fi  But  there  is  evidently  now  nt>  need  of  this,  fince, 
though  thofe  Gentiles  were  uncircumcifed,  we  are  fit  in¬ 
ly  perftiaderi,  confidering  the  great  things  which  God 
himfetf  has  .freely  done  for  then,  that  it  is  by  the. mere 
grace  and  favour  of  Jefus  Chrift,  tbe  only  Lofd  and 
Saviour  of  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  by  the  favour 
of  God  through  him,  that  we  and  they  *,  as  well  as 
our  fathers j  believe  unto,  «*»»>}  and  are  made 

partakers  of  falyatioit,  without  any  refpedlto  the  one 
or  the  other’s  being  cireumcifed,  or  not ;  for  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  neither  circumcifion  avaihth  any  thing ,  her  itn- 
circmncifisriy  hut  faith  which  works  by  love.  {Gal.  v.  6.) 

12  When  Peter  had  finifhed  this  pertinent  and  rrtb- 
ving  difeourft,  there  was. a  profound  frience  in  the 
whole  church,  to  hear  -what  might  be  fdrtber  ottered 
upon  tbe  argument  before  them  ;  whereupon  Paul  and 
Barnabas  Handing  up  to  fpeak,  they  attentively  !i Reiv¬ 
ed  to  them,  who  gave  a  diftinefc  account  of  the  various 
Reps  they  had  taken  in  their  late  journey,  not  oiily  with 
the  Jews  and  profdytes  of  the  gate,  but  like  wife  with 
the  idolatrous  Gentiles ,  and  of  what  wonderful  miracles 


God  had  wrought  by  their  means,  to  confirm  the  gof- 
pel,  which  they  had  preached  to  the  la  ft  of  thefc  as  well 
as  the  others,  and  to  teftify  his  acceptance  of  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  has  been  already  related  at  large, 
{Chap,  xiv.) 

.  tj  And,  iftet  •  13  And  tthen  they  bad  gone  through  their  narrative, 
h*d  iheW  and  made  proper  leflc&ions  upon  it,  the  apotlle  James , 
anf*«STfiyioft  the  Con  of  Alpheus,  (fee  the  note  on  Mattk.  x.  3.)  fum* 
Me*  W  Ire-  tned  up  the  debate  on  the  following  pacific  and  judici- 
thriii,  ous  manner,  faying,  Ye  men  of  Jfrael,  and  my  dear 

brethren 


-  NOTE. 

*  tt  feenit  rooft  dir^rtfy'fiitrabU  Sfilk  a-  ‘  law  of  MI ofis  upon  the  GnfiUs,  fintc  rhe 
f  ottb’t  deiifp  to  rtfer  theft  word*;  even  *j  fitters  were  fayed,  not  hy  the  W,  hvx 
to  (he  rtthdt  than  to  tbe  /«*-  mcftly  Ly  the  of  CM*\  through  toih 

t.^en  ;  and  vet  a*  both  jkIciii  of  a  good  in  hi*,  who  wa*  to  come,  l  have  likcJrift 

anil  (be  laU  may  not  be  entirely  fnirtgit  to  taken  that  into  the  pjrapbralCi 
*He  apuflle’f  argument  imputing  the 

votJii,  *  t  fa 


173  The 

thrcn  ,  hearken 
udco  me. 

14  Simeon  hath 
declared  how  God 
at  (he  &HMM  vi* 
fit  the  GcatiJci, 
to  ube  am  of 
them  a  "  people 
for  his  eucdc* 


rj  Afldtothit 
atr«  the  word* 
of  the  prophets; 
ai  it  U  written; 

i£  After  this  I 
orill  rertJTO,  sod 
will  build  again 
the  tabernacle  of 
Datid  which  is 
fallen  do*:>;  and 
I  will  build  again 
tiicruini  thereof, 
end  1  will  ft t  It 
Hp; 


37  That  the 
refidue  of  men 
mi*ht  leek  after 
the  i.prd^and  all 
ihe  GemUcvipon 
whom  my  natneis 
Called,  iaiUi  the 
ixrd,  who  doth 
theft  tbingi. 


Acts  «f  the  Apostles  paraphrafed.  Cb.  xr, 

brethren  in  the  Lord,  lit  me  beg  your  patience,  and 
your  favourable  attention  to  my  femiments  on  this  im¬ 
portant  point- 

14  Our  worthy  brother,  Simon  Peter,  has  juft  pow 
informed  us,  bow -God  at  firit  began  his  great  and  good 
work  of  gracioufly  vifittng  the  Gentiles,  by  making  him 
theh  appy  inflrument  of  conveying  the  light  of  lalva- 
tion  to  them,  which  ye  bear  has  been  carried  on  Oil! 
further  in  a  glorious  manner,  and  with  -  divine  attefta- 
tions,  by  the  minifiry  of  our  beloved  brethren,  Barna¬ 
bas  and'  Pair/,  to  the  converGon  of  multitudes  of  hea¬ 
then  idolaters,  as  well  as  pfofclytes  of  the  gate,  to  fe- 
parate  a  peculiar  people  from  among  all  -Girts  of  Gen¬ 
tiles  to  himfelf,  in  a  way  of  fovereign  mercy,  to  the 
praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  that  they  might  pro¬ 
ofs  and  call  upon  bis  name,  through  Jefus  Cbrifk  our 
Lord. 

15,  16  And  if  we  compare  fads  with  former  pro¬ 
phecies  of  thefe  days,  we  ftiall  God  thatall  this  is  per- 
feflly  agreeable  to,  and  an  eiaft  accomplishment  of, 
autient  predi£tions  of  infpired  men,  according  to  what 
is  recorded  in  many  of  their  writings,  and  particularly 
ut  dmos  tx.  11,  where,  after  God  had  promifed  that  he 
would  hot  utterly  deftroy  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  but  would 
fe  pa  rate  the  com  from  the  chaff,  wherever  they  aegfeat- 
tered  among  all  nations,  that  not  a  grain  of  it  might 
be  loft,  ver.  &,  9.  he  fays,  I  will  return  in  the  great- 
nets  of  my  mercy  to  them,  and  will  rebuild  the  houfe 
of  David,  which,  by  its  own  iniquities,  and  the  op- 
preflion  of  Us  enemies,  is  like  a  tabernacle  fallen  in¬ 
to  contempt,  and  brought  to  deflation  j  and  I  will 
raife  u  again  out  of  its  ruins,  and  exalt  it  to  higher 
glory  than  ever,  hy  the  coming  of  the  MefGah,  who 
(hall  fpting  out  of  that  decayed  family,  and  by  ferting 
up  a  fpirirual  and  everlafting  kingdom  under  him,  with 
wide  extent,  of  whom  and  of  whofe  church,  David 
and  his  houfe  were  types  j 

17  That  nor  the  Jew?  only,  but  likewife  men  of  o- 
ther  nations,  who  have  hitherto  been  left  and  negleQ- 
ed  of  God,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  3.)  may  inquire  after 
him,  and  the  way  of  finding  favour  with  him  ;  and  fo 
mvy  Jeek-oni  Jerve  the  Lord  their  God  and  David  their 
fling,  as  was  prophefied  of  holb  thefe  forts  of  people, 
{Hof-  iii*  S*  apd  Jer.  sxx.  9.)  j  and  that  particularly  all 
the  devout  Gentiles ,  who,-  as  religious  profelytes,  pro- 
fefs  and  call  upon  my  name,  and  fliall  be  converted  to 
the  faith  of  the  Mefliab,  may  lead  the  way  herein,  faith 
the  Lord  Jehovah,  who  performs,  all  thefe  great  and 

mamlkm? 
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it  Known  on  - 
r>  God  are  all  bU 
vorks  from  (he 
ginning  of  the 
wld. 


19  Wherefore 
my  fenuacc  is, 
th«  we  trouble 
□or  them  4hieh 
from  among  the 
Or  mi  la  are  turn* 
af  to  God; 


10  But  that  we 
write  unto  them 
that  they  ahftaio 
fro®  pollutions 
of  idob,  and 
from  fonkMMn, 
and  tram  ihingt 
It nag* 


marvellous  works,  to  unite  Jews  ahd  Genii  Us  in  one 
church  under  Chrift  their  Head. 

18  This,  my  brethren,  plainly  (hews,  that  -as  God 
has,  and  ever  had,  a  comprehenlive,  djftin£t,  and  un- 
erring  view  and  foreknowledge  of  all  his  works,  from 
the  beginning  of  .the  world,  and  before  the  foundation 
of  it  y  ft*  his  calling  the  Gentiles  now,  in-  accomplUli* 
ment  of  propbecies,  that  were  delivered  many  ages  ago, 
was  forefecn  and  predetermined  from  all  eternity  hy 
him,  and  is  brought  to  pafs  hy  his  gracious  and  effec¬ 
tual  operation,  according  to  his  piirpofe,  who  wirketb 
all  things  after  thie  counfel  of  kit  awn  wifif,  {Rfih.  i,  1 1 .) 

19  My  opinion  and  advice  therefore,  upon  the  whole, 
is,  that  we  fhould  take  heed  of  burthening  and  dHtrei- 
firig'the  confciences,  arid  difturbing  the  peace  of  tbefe  a- 
mong  the  Gentiles,  or  of  loaditig  them'  with  a  yoke  of 
bondage,  who  are  turned  to  God  from  their  iniquities, 
and  even  from  beathemih  idols,  to  ferVe  the  living  and 
true  God,  (l  Tbef.-u  9.)  by  obliging,  or  ib  ranch  as 
defiriag  them  to  be  circa mci fed j  iutdfo  bound  to  cb* 
ferve  the  whole  Jnvijb  law. 

20  Bat  as  the  cavil  polity  of  the  common* wealth  of 
Ifratl,  dill,  in  meaftire*  fubfifts;  and  as  the  utmofl  cars 
ihould  be  taken  to  keep  the  converted  Gentiles  at  the 
greateft  diftante  from  every  thing  that  looks  like  favour¬ 
ing  the  idolatrous  worfhip"  which  they  have  renounced, 
arid  to  ■  prevent  their  giving  offence  to  the  believing 
Jevji\  it  may  be  very  neceffary,  for  uniting  both  parties 
into- one  civil  focicty,  and  one  Chriftian  Church,  in  the 
prefent  citcuraftances  of  things,  that  we  write  a  letter 
to  our  Gentile  brethren,  to  recommend  their  sbftaiuing 
from  fuch  things  as  the  profelyres  of  the  gate  have  hi¬ 
therto  been  obliged  to,  by  the  law  of  Mofei ,  in  order 
to  their  enjoying  civil  and  religious  privileges  among 
the  Jews ;  as  particularly.  That  they  abftain  from  eat¬ 
ing  or  drinking  any  thing  that  is  offered  or  devoted  to 
idols ;  and  from,  all  impure  embraces,  rbat  ate  con¬ 
demned  by  Af ofe^i  law,  and  hate  been  ufed  in  the  hea* 
then  temples  before  their  gods  $  as  alfo  frorri  eating  the 
ffeflt  of  fnch  beafts  or  fowls  as  were  ffrangled,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  feparjnion  of  the  blood  from  their  fleib  *  j  and 

from 


K  Cf  T  Ei 

•  The  (tabor  of  Mi/etHeata  Sam),  (fte  io  the  Wlnwinf  decree,  -btr.  tp.  were  Uhl 
Efa  iv.)  hat,  I  think,  tnadtit  out,.*lihS  upon  the  belirting  GtsnUsy  b«(nft  tbey 
good  dor  Of  erkknoe.  In  cooednvntt  wfth  had  b«i»  forblddcfl  by  the  Uw  of 
Dr.  Stmetr,-  that  tbiipfiTinifUi  arc  to  lie  (Lev.  aftrii.  and  *viil.  s,— it.)  to  Ibe  pro. 
jUftineutlhed  from  thing*  that  men  torn,  or  filjte*  of  the  g=t^  «»  of  ilww 

died  of  ihemfttw*,  ind  that  *U  the  partita-  having  been  the  chief  inducement*  to,  atid 
hr,  of  the  prohibitions  mentioned  t>«r,  and  concomitant!  or  fjrmpiomt  *f  idoUtry.ni 

M  £  ■  •»£ 
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ftnngled ,  tod 
frcm  blood. 


ii  For  Moft* 
of  old  time  bath 
in  every  city  them 
tlut  jtKich  lii®, 
bring  read  in  the 
fyr.4£ogu«  every 
fibbatb-day; 


n  Thenpfraf- 
€&  it  the  i|xililcs 
ud  cldttt,  with 
tbe 


from  eating  or  drinking  the.  blood  itfelf,  tbat  has  been 
taken  from  any  animal For  as  fornication  is  in  itfelf 
Jinful,  fo  abstaining  from  the  other  things,  as  well  as 
that,  is  needful  to  prevent  offence  to  the  Chriftian  Jems, 
and  fee u re  a  quiet  enjoyment  of  privileges  to  the  con¬ 
verted  Gentiles-,  and  fo  to  promote  mutual  love  and 
communion  between  both, 

21  For  the  law  of  Mo/es,  which  forbids  thefc  things 
even  to  the  profelytes  of  the  gate,  is  (till,  according  to 
ant  tern  cuftom,  explained  in  every  city  where  there 
are  religious  aiTemblies  of  Jews  j  his  writings  being 
conftantiy  read  in  their  fynagogues,  at  their  times,  of 
public  worfliip,  every  labbath-day :  And  therefore  as 
they  have  been  brought  up,  all'  their  lives,  long,  in  a 
reverence  of  this  law,  and  will-  Hill  ‘frequently  hear  it 
read,  they  will  be  exceedingly  offended  to  had,  that 
the  things  there  exprefsly  prohibited,  fhould  neverthe- 
lefs  be  pradifed  by  tbe  upcircnmcifcd  Gentile  converts, 
who,  by  the  gofpel,  are  brought  unto  the  fame  church 
and  communion  with  themfelves,  and  who,  upon  ab- 
li aining  from  thefe  things,  will  have  as  good  a  claim  ro 
civil  privileges,  that  are  allowed  by  the  law  to  (hangers 
of  the  gate,  as  if  they  had  been  ail  devout  Gentiles  be* 
fore. 

22  This  propofal,  which  was  made,  not  in  a  way  of 
authoritative  jmpofuion,  but  of  candid  advice,  appeared 
fo  very  fit  and  reasonable  to  tbe  reft  of  tbe  apoftle6,  Peter 
and  John,  Paul  and  Barnabdtt  as  alfo  to  the  elders  then 

prefent, 

NOT®. 


fwdrr  tc*  thrir  enjoying  the  civil  and  religi- 
<ftis  privileges  dial  were  allowed  to  them  a. 
mong  the  jetFj,  But  this  docs  nm,  m  my 
0|ib:onT  mccILrily  iufer,  u  that  learned 
author  contends,  tlut  ihd  following  decree 
related  to  prufcjytcs  of  the  gate:  <S« 
j,)  For,  upon  the  corr* 
veyfian  of  the  Mafrws  Gncli/cs,  why  might 
c^£  they  be  admitted  to  all  ihrie  privileges, 
upon  the  fame  terms  with  the  pmfdyies  of 
the^ate*  Once  they  renounced  idolatry  at 
r  i:rh  as  thefc  ?  And  this  make*  the  decree 
Ut  hr  only  Temporary',  with  rdprfl  to  thole 
things  thit  mr_re!  y  related  to  the  n- 

Jlirotion,  33  mucij  as  if  wc  were  to  cot i fine  It 
to  the  proletytce  of  the  gaic  i  And  c^tfe- 
qucntlv  none  of  the't  particulars,  except 
fornication,  which  is  often  exprtfriy  forbid 
in  the  Nctv  Trftnflirnt,  as  up  itfrk' finful* 
can  he  any  longer  obligatory  upon  us,  who 
have  no  concern  with  the  naticr.il  .conftkti- 
tiou  of  l  he  7m,  ritber  a $  to  church  of 
JUic*  which  rs  now  utterly  defrayed*  .  As 
to  the  **ti*i£  <1/  IMi  Mr.  SsiUikfsrJ  ha*,  Jtf 
T  apfiidieuJ,  jnftly  dbfciyed,  tli*it  the  prin* 
eipai  rtaica  for  the  prohibition  of  citing  it 


was,  bcciOft  God  appointed  the  bbodof 
hearts  to  make  atonement  for  the  font  of 
irum,  (Lew,  avii,  ic,  it,)  and  therefore  re¬ 
quired*  that  ic  fluiuLd  he  religion  fly  fet  apart 
for  that  purprtfe  ;  But  if  this  were  a  wtrai 
thing,  God  would  not  have  permitted  the 
Ijrethits  to  give*  or  fell  a  creature  that  dM 
of  tticlf,  and  fo  in  its  blood ,  to  a  flrangtr 
that  he  might  eat  it :  (Dri/*  «s»)  And 
therefore  though  ^  apoftks*  at  the  council 
of  dial  ofleace  might  not  he  gi¬ 

ven  to  the  Jews,  adrifed  the  Gralitcs,  at 
that- ieafoir,  to  ablhin  froth  it;  yet  the  eat¬ 
ing  it*  or  net  eating  it,  is  no  pan  of  for  re¬ 
ligion,  hut  we  are  at  perfrft  liberty  in  chic 
matter.  See  Skudtfwd,  v'oL  1/  part  i.  book 
it.  pag.  54,-57*  And  a*  ro  tmxp  ttjfcrnl 
ido/j,  (Jit  a  port k  Pavf  after wardf  Ipcaks  of 
earing  them,  net  as  abfoiotdy  unlaw*  n!  U 
uietf,  hut  only  lb  far  as  it  might  counlc- 
nance  idolatry,  and  give  orfiuefi  to  wit 
and  tender  con fineness,  (fan,  *iv,  14,  tj, 
) 7*  i  Car,  viii,  it — jo,  and  x  *3^31.) 
Aou  this  myites  with  one  .Lord's  own  de¬ 
termination  about  mw*l  defilement.  Mart 
*u. 
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thewtioledmrch, 
to  Pnd  chofcn 
mca  of  their  own 
company  to  An¬ 
tioch;  with  Paul 
and  Barnabas ; 
tmmelrt  judas  fa- 
imbed  ttarhiLris , 
and  Silai,  chief 
men  anaong  the 
brethren, 


13  And.  wm(c 
tetters  by  them 
a  frcrihfo  manner; 
TIk  Ipoflto  and 
rider*,  and  bre¬ 
thren  fend  greet¬ 
ing  onto  the  bre¬ 
thren  which  are 
of  die  Gentiles 
in  Antioch,  a; id. 
byria  and  Cilicia, 


prefent,  and  to  tbe  whole  church,  that  they  at!  united 
in  chufmg  certain  perfons  from  among  themfelvei*  to 
go  to  Antioch*  together  with  Paul  and  Barnabas*  and 
carry  their  anfwer  to  the  queftton  which  had  been  lent 
from  the  church  there,  (vtr.  2.):  And  that  they  might 
in  the  heft  maimer  teftify  their  refpe&  to  them,  and 
their  rcadinefs  to  keep  up  brotherly  communion  with 
*hem,  and  might  add  the  greater  weight  to  their  mef- 
fage,  the  men  they  pitched  upon  to  accompany  thefe 
two  apofties,  weie  Judas*  whofe  Grname  was  Barfabas ; 
and  Silas*  who  was  likcwlfe  called  Sifvanus*  (2  Cor .  u 
19*)  *  both  of  which  were  noted,  eminent  and  leading 
men  among  tbe  brethren  of  the  church  at  JcrufaUnu 
33  And  that  the  Antiochian  brethren,  and  other  Gen* 
tilt  churches  might  be  fully  fatisfied  that  what  -thefe 
meflengera  had  in  comnumon  to  report  to  them,  was 
the  true  and  unanimous  fenfe  of  the  whole  affembly* 
they  wrote  a  letter,  and  fent  it  by  by  them  f,  exadly 
anfwenble  to  the  apoftle  Jamci s  advice,  the  contents 
of  which  were  to  this  effect  X  -  1  he  apofties,  and  elders, 
and  brethren  at  Jtrufaitm ,  fend  their  Chriftun  Taluca- 
tlons  in  the  Lord,  wiftiing  all  profperity,  peace,  and 
joy  unto  the  GcntUi  brethren  of  the  churches  that  com* 
monly  rcGde  and  affcmblc  at  Antioch*  and  in  other  parts 
of  tbe  provinces  of  Syria  and  Cilicia  |[,  or  wherever  they 
are  fcattered  abroad^  -  24  In* 

NOTES. 


*  As  Jxiai's  fan  a  roe  is  ihe  fcme  wrfrh 
that  of  j#fepbt  who  was  called  Bttrfcba i, 
*tid  was  1  candidate  for  ilie  apoftkih'p, 
(c/vp*  i,  1 1*)  Come  have  thought  dut  they 
were  brethren  *  $::a  1  was  the  Jraifi  Dime 
c!  the  ether  of  thefe  nreflenger*,  and  it 
fetms  from  his  being  called  a 
xvi*  37*)  that  he  wt&  a  free-man  of  Momt, 
and  that  Sihf*sws  urn  bin  Rttman  name,  by 
which  he  war  ttfdly  called,  after  he  be* 
came  the  Com  pinion  of  the  apoilk  Pai^in 
preaching  tbe  gofptl  to  the  GtatiUh 

f  The  nrhak  conduct  at  thh  afliiir  plmdy 
fhcwti  chat  the  church  in  theft  days  had 
no  notion  ot  P tier's  primacy,  or  of  his 
being  the  chief  judge  of  controrerfas  :  For 
the  decree  is  flwwn  up,  not  rccitndinj;  to 
£is,  but  the  apoftlc  Jtierf s  propofol  md 
direftirm  about  cbe  point  id  difpote;  and 
that  in  jhe,naroe,  not  of  [foe  a  pottle  Frier, 
hut  of  all  the  apatites  ai»d  cldcss  then  pte- 
fcnt,  and  of  the  wliyle  chmch,  to  -whom 
1  lie  roeffage  was  fanr*  Nay,  Peter**  uamc 
is  (it n;  tt>  much  as  mentioned  at  all,  cither  in 
the  order  foe  fending  to  Jeryfslem*  (wr.  a.) 
upon  dk  qudticn,  or  in  the  mellcngers  ad- 
ertfs  rJaiing  to  it,  (v?r*  4  )  or  in  the 
Jeitcr  that  was  wrote  in  anfwer  to  it ;  And 
rhiT  like  wife  fhews  that' the  feat  of  jud^o* 


as  weft  as  id  its  officer*,  or  togerher  with 
them  ;  and  that  even  extraordinary  officers 
themfeim  would  not  take  upon  tiicm  to 
determine  this  Important  poL-i|,  without 
the  conciwrence  of  the  brethren;  and  that 
tbelr  determination  was  according  to  [he 
word  of  God,  (vrr,  iy,  err*)  the  only  rule 
of  faith,  sod  infallible  judge  of  emit  rover- 
fas.  How  unlike  was  all  this  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Popes,  and  Emous  councils,  in 
after  ag«!  * 

|  1  take  the  folio winj  words,  to  the  end 
of  vfK  10  be  au  exadt  copy  tho 
council’*  letter;  but  as  the  nature  of  a  pa- 
nphrdt  requires  the  oft  of  different  tcrau, 
to  ttphin  and  enlarge  u|iiu  the  tear,  it  is 
neceffary  to  fay,  in  representing  jts  tenie, 
that  if  was  to  f&r  or  to  fbi*  pvrftffr 
or  the  like/ 

U  Thu  tliisdccree  relied  to  other  churches 
of  the  Gt/tiilciy  herfides  thoft  in  Suri.i  and  Cr- 
ffew,  appears  fro m  the  ap^ftle  PrfirFs dslt w- 
iag  it  to  the  churches  of  the  fevcral  towns  and 
cjitai,  in  of  her  province!  to  which  ho  after- 
wards  went,  (cirfp-  xvi.  4  )  and  where  ho 
had  before  preached  the  jpjfpd,  and  been 
owned  of  G*kJ  in  the  convtdion  of  many  idl|- 
fatntus*  JL%  well  as  devout  GnuiUi*  the 

note  Oii'ttT. 


i4  Forafimich 
at  vrc  ha**  heard 
thaiccf  urn  which 
u-tnt  out  from  us 
JmetreubUd  jwi 
with  wordi,  rub- 
nrH  ngy  oitHsult, 
frying,  Ytmaftht 
drcunidfed*  and 
keep  the  Lw;  to 
whom  wftg^vcix) 

fab  coi&D}Jq4~ 

{Dent ; 


iSi  7 he  Acts  of  the  Apostles  pdntphra/H,  Ch.  jv. 

24  Inafmucli  as,  to  oor  extreme  grief,  we  tare  been 
informed,  that  fome  perfone,  who  went  from  thife  parts, 
and,  pretending  to  be  countenanced  and  autborifod  by 
11s,  have  given  you  a  great  deal  ofdifturbance,  by  their 
deceiving  words  and  fierce  deputations,  even  to  the 
perverting  of  your  fouls,  in  the  great  article  of  j unifica¬ 
tion  alone  through  faith  in  our '.Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
turning  them  afide  from  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  by  in- 
Tiding  on  the  neceflity  of  your  being  cucuincifed,  and 
fubniitting  to  the  whole  law  of  Mofet,  in  order  to  yonr 
acceptance  with  God,  and  being  admitted  to  all  the  pri¬ 
vileges  and  hleffings  of  his  covenant,  we  in  reality  never 
fa  id  »  word  to  thofe  men,  or  to  any  others,  that  looked 
like  a  commiffion  from  us,  to  fugged  any  thing  of  that 
kind. 

25  We  therefore  being  met  together  with  one  mind 
and  heart,  in  one  and  the  fame  fpirit,  and  having  ma¬ 
turely  deliberated  upon  the  matter,  have  thought  it  high¬ 
ly  expedient,  and  accordingly  have  unanimonfly  agreed, 
to  fend  to  you,  with  this  onr  letter,  men  of'  unexcep¬ 
tionable  charajfter,  chofen  out  of  the  church  which  or¬ 
dinarily  affemhles  here  j  and  have  fent,  together  with 
them,  the  two  apoftlee,  Barnabas  and  Paul,  who  are 
defervedly  exceeding  dear  to.  us,  as  well  as  to  yourfelves, 
for  their  eminent  gifts  and  graces, labours  and  fufferings; 

2  6  Men,  who  have  given  the  flrongeft  proofs  of  their 
fmcerity  and  zeal,  in  that  they  have  freely  expofed  them* 
fclves  to  the  utmoft  hardfhtps,  and  run  the  rtlk  of  their 
own  lives,  by  preaching  the  gofpel,  in  obedience  to  the 
authority,  and  for  promoting  the  glory  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
their  Lord  and  ours.  But  left  the  falfe  teachers  fhould 
make  ill  imprcfGons  on  fome  minds,  as  if,  hccaufe  tbefe 
apoftles  have  been  chief  inftruments  tn  converting  the 
t?«i/i/rr;"they  are  fo  prepofleffed  in  their  favour,  as  to 
mifreprefert  our  fenfe  about  them. 

27  We  have  therefoi&,  to  take  off  all  fufptcioqof  that 
nature,  deputed  Judas  and  Silas  to  attend  them,  in 
bringing  this  letter  to  you,  who  will  like  wife  more  ful¬ 
ly  fatisfy  you,  by  word  of  mouth,  about  our  femiments, 
proceedings,  ana  determination  in  this  affair,  according 
to  what  we  have  here  written. 

18  For,  to  come  to  the  main  point,  it  has  pleafed 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  appears  by  the  intimations  he  has 
given  in  antient  prophecies  of  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  by  his  extraordinary  defeent  on  Cornelius  and  his 
friends  at  Cefarta ,  {chap.  x.  44,  <jr.)  and  afterwards  on 
the  idolatrous  G entiles ,  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  xiii, 
yi.)  though  neither  of  them  were  circimidfed  and  it 

ha; 


ft  It  feetned 

good  onto  ns  t 

with  one 
$0  fifw!  chosen 
*ithour  beloved 
fiten  unto  yoo^ 
tlui^hu  and 
pul; 


*6  Men  that 
H$ve  hmrJed 
tfirir  liv-en  forth* 
fijmc (if  out  laid 

julks  Chrift* 


Xf  have 

therefore  Jo- 
who 

l  alfo  tell  yoa 
the  fame  ttllfigS 
by  mouth, 

*8  For  it  Ctcm~ 
good  to  the- 
Jioly  Ghoft,  #nd 
to 
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m  m,  n>J»r*P-  baa  accordingly  been  judged  fit  and  proper  by  us,  un> 
bb  direttionand  influence,  to  injoin  your  obferva- 
iKa&r  diiojr:  tion  of  nothing  further,  that  might  be.  looked  upon  as 
of  aburden  feme,  nature,  than  the  few  following  things, 
which,  coofidcring  all  circmnft&nces  in  the  prefcnt  Hate 
of  the  JewiJb  conliitution,  and  of  the  gofpei -church, 
are  neceflary  *  to  fetypu  upon  good  terms  with  your 
believing  brethren  of  the  circumcifioo.; -and  they  are, 
fl^n  fr^  mem  29  That  yc  refrain  from  meats  and  drinks  offered  to 
ofeed  to  Uois,  idols,  as  partaking  of  them  .would  be  confer ued  a  coun- 
and  fnxn  blood,  (financing  of  the  idol  itfelf,  in  opposition  to  the  only 
Ztl™,  «nd  truc  'God  i.  that  ye  .forbear,  eating  or  drinking  of  blood,  . 
frorafcrotciiioa;  that -has  been  taken  from  any  animal ;  and  from  eating 
from  arhkblfye  the  flefii  of  any  fowl  or  beaft,  that  has  been  ferangled  to 
yTIbalTdo  wdU  Prevcot  the  taking  away  its  blood,  as  feeding  upon  either 
FutjcwclL  *  of  thefe  would  be  deemed  fymbolizing  vith -idolatry, 

.  and.  would  give  fuch  offence,  as  to  prevent  all  free  cor* 
refpondence  and  brotherly  communion  with  Chriftiau 
Jews ;  and  that  ye  never  defile  yourielvts  with  any  kind 
of  unlawful  ufe  of  wbmen,  as  that  is  not  only  abomina¬ 
ble  on  account  of  the  impurities  of  that  kind  which  have 
been  pra&ifed  before  the  heathen  idols  in  their  temples, 
hot  i6  iikewife  deltrufUve  of  God’s  ordinance  of  mar¬ 
riage,  and  of  foe  peace,  harmony,  and  welfare  of  fami¬ 
lies,  and  is  direfuy  contrary  to  the  express  command  of 
pur  Saviour,  {M&tth.  six.  3, — 9.)  If  ye  carefully  avoid 
thefe  four-  things,  ye  will  do  all  that  is  needful,  on  your 
.part,  to  take  off  exceptions  again  ft  you,  merely  becaufe 
ye  are  not  circuracifed,  and  do  not  think  youifelves 
bound  by  the  Mofaic  law  ;  and  ye  will  commendahly 
purfue  the  things  that  make  for  the  glory  of  God,  ths 
tranquility  and  comfort  of  the  church,  and  the  further¬ 
ance  of  the  gofpel.  .  We  add  no  more,  than  our  hearty 
prayers,  that  your  fouls  may  abundantly  profper  in  light 
anil  grace,  bolinefs,  love,  and  peace,  and  may  be  fa¬ 
ted  for  ever* 


NOTE. 


3°» 


*  Ttaoth  all  thefe  partigilars  wen  it  that  today,  and  the  New  Trlttment-dlfpeniadon 
time  necd&ry  for  avnidirig  notice,  uni  pro*  laft.  For  if  thefe  thing*  ifrrt  nccUhcy  at  *11, 
muting  cml  uxl  iittfred  Furraony,  low,  ami  on  any  atrotmt  wha/fnevif',  anil  parJicuUrir 
peace,  as  ihiitgn  were  then  ckttftnfhncrd  W-  with  relation  to  tho  calc  which  oecafioHcd  rise 
tween  the  btticiiog  Jws  and  who  writing  of  this  letter ;  that  is  aunijjli  to  m- 

vereto  be  incorporated  into  one  church;  fwer  the  force  of  the  e * preflj on,  which  call i 
they  were  not  fal4  to  te  dfrxtfy  or  alike  no*  them  in  this  view,  j iKiffarj  Sec  Lf- 

(ctt&iy  in  thcmlelves ;  And  therefore  it  iajtf  s  Dio*  Amh$r^f  the  Ofd  and  ,Vrv  TV-* 
tuifjot  be  concluded  from  thence,  that  caring  vol.  t,  p.  And  w  it  U  rcrtaiti 

(/Mood,  as  wdl  as  forniration,  is  ip  in  Q»ft  that  many  other  ihinga,  befidci  (tidi*,  wrrt 
PUD*?  frttal;  or  rhat  abftaining  the  ttretflary  to  the  ChriUmo  charges  it  a;>* 
tiift  of  thde  iS  at  all  itcccfJiry,  now  tbs  tea*  pears  that  when  thefe  orly  were  fpoken  of  4* 
(in?  of  the  prohibition  are  ceafod  »  th^i^S  j*  /Giirjfj,  :t  r;htw  not  to  ChriJlbns  a* 

viiJinj/  fornication  will  atwijt  lie  /&,  u  fue'i,bo'  itmaly  the then  pruf^u  ll -ft  of  iht 

wUod>ord3:iii3CC  f«  nferria^c,  :lu- chmth. 


r  So,  wlwQ 
they  were  dip- 
icifcd,  (hey  came 
to  Antioch:  and, 
y^en  they  had 
fathered  the  mot- 
ihude  together, 
thry  eHmipd  the 
cpitcle* 

?i  JFbicb  when 
ll^jr  had  rejel, 
th«j  rfjoiraJ  for 
ibe  cosuoiaEbiu 
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J°>  31  Then  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  (he  other  mef? 
fengers  that  attended  t^em,  being  in  this  manner  lent 
away,  proceeded,  in  purfuapee  of  tbeir  orders,  direfily 
to  Antioch  in  Syria,  from  whence  ,  the  queitioq  bad 
been  fent,  relating  to  the  ncceffity  of  the  belie  ring  Gen¬ 
tiles  being  circumcifed.  And  there,  calling  the  church 
together,  they  delivered  to  them  the  letter  from  the  a- 
poftfes,  elders  and  brethren  at  Jerufalem.  Which  be* 
ing  read  to  the  whole  aflembly,  by  tbeir  own  order, 
they  exceedingly  rejoiced  in. the  comfort  of  fuch  a  fea^ 
fonable  and  amicable  fcttlemenr  of  the  late  trophlefome 
controverfy,  and  in  the  friendly  exhortation  [•«»**« f**- 
»«tm}  that  was  given  them  to  comply  with  thefc  injunc¬ 
tions,  which  were  indeed  no- other  than  the  profelytes 
of  the  gate  had  always  been  under ;  and  to  ftand'fanin 
their  Chriftian  liberty  from  tbe  yoke  of  bondage,  which 
their  enemies  would  have  laid  upon  them. 

32  Hereupon  Judas  and  Silasi  who  vnt  thenafelves 
fuperior  prophets,  joined  with  tbe  apoftjes,  and  took  a- 
bundance  of  pains,  in  perfuading  and  intreating  the 
Chriftian  brethren,  by  many  arguments,  topra&ife  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  .excellent  plan  for  peace;  and  to  perfe- 
vere  in  the'  pure  do&rines  of  Chrift,  and  in  a  dofe  ad¬ 
herence  to  him  for  juftilication  in  God's  light:  And  by 
this  means  they  greatly  ftrengthened,  and  fettled  them 
in  the  faith,  holineife,  and  liberty  of  the  gofpel. 

33  And  when  they  bad  fpent  a  confiderable  time  in 
this  ufeful  manner  at  Antioch,  their  good  Cervices  were 
thankfully  owned  bv  the  church  -there,  who  being  at 
peace  among  them  Selves,  and  wifhing  all  hldfings  tq 
them,  agreed  to  give  them  all  proper  af&ftances  andtef- 
ti monies  of  retpcdl,  in  their  journey,  whenever  they 
Humid  pieafe  to  return  to  fuck  of  the  apoftles  as  might 
be  Rill  at  Jerufalem ,  who  would  be  glad  to  hear  of  the 
happy  eftefts  of  the  epiille  and  deputation  which  had 
been  fent  from  thence, 

34  But  Silas  rather  chofe  to  let  Judes  go  back  alone, 
and  to  continue  himfclf  fliU  a  while  longer  with  tbe 
brethren  at  this  city,  that  he  might  be  of  further  ufe  tQ 
them  ;  and  might  bave-the  pleasure  and  advantage  of 
their  phriftian  converfation,  and  of  feeing  how  the  work 
of  the  liord  went  forwards  among  them. 

35  Paul  and  Barnabas  like  wife  tarried  at  Antioch  for 
foment!  iue  after  this,  laying  thcmfelvcs  out  with  grea: 
zeal  and  afl'nlujty,  jn  private  djfcnurfes,  and  public 
preaching  on  the  great  doctrines  of  Chriit,  for  the  cor- 
ter  lion  of  linnets,  as  many  people  tried  to  come  from 
all  parts  to  that  great  metropolis ;  and  for  the  increafe 

’  '  '  -■  -  and 


ji  And  Jurfaf 
and  St!**,  be  - 
inppniphtti  alfa 
therjithe^j  ci 
horted  the  bre¬ 
thren  *irh  mar.y 
vnrdj,  amt  con¬ 
firmed  :bm* 


jj  And  after 
they  h«sd  lavrlcd 
tforc  9  fpacd,  they 

let  PO  Hi 

peace  from  the 
brvihrqj  warp  tbe 


ftsndima  ir  plea- 
lid  Ssla*  abide 
tit vc  ltiU. 


Paul  life 
mJiascon* 
i  hi  An- 
,  icirhtng 
p=  etching 
fdH  of  the 

Lord, 


Cb.  xr. 
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Lord,  with  pit* 
ny  others  alfo. 

3tf  And,  fomc 
d^'s  after,  Paul 
tM  unco  Barna¬ 
bas,  Let  us  jo  a- 
gain  and  vitit  our 
Irtihrca  in  every 
city-  where  we 
hive  preached  the 
word  of  the  Lord, 
i.*d  kt  how  they 
do/ 


37  And  Bar* 
o-ibas  determined 

to  takewitnrhem 
John,  whofe  fir- 
pi:ne  O'K  Milk. 


3&  Bat  Paul 
thought  doc  good 
to  take  him  with 
them,  who  de- 
pan  ed  from  them 
tram  Parnphylia, 
\  wen;  nor  with 
them  to  the  work. 


$9  And  the 
contention  wai  io 
iharp  btiw.^n 
them  that  they 
departed 


and  edification  of  tbe  church;  and  there  were  feveral 
other  men  -of  eminent  gifts  and  graces,  that  were.affif- 
taut  to  them  therein  *.  . 

3 6  But  after  the  two  apoftles  had' flayed  there  as  long 
as  they  thought  "Convenient,  Paul  faid  to  Eamabat ,  hta 
fellow- labourer,  Come,  let  us  now  return,  and  make  a 
joint  vifit  to  our  dear  brethren  that  have  been  brought 
over  to  the  faith  of  Cbfift,  and  formed  into  churches, 
(chap.  xiv.  23.}  in  all  the  towns  and  cities  where  we 
have  been  preaching  the  gofpel  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which 
he  cDovmjrued  lo  ourtruft,  and  which  derives  alt  its  ef¬ 
ficacy  from  him,  who  is  its  author,  fubjefi,  and  glory; 
that  we  onrfelves  may  fee  bow  it  fares  with  them ;  whe¬ 
ther  they  continue  and  go  forwards  in  the  faith  and  or¬ 
der  of  the  gofpel,  or  decline  and  go  backwards  ;  whe¬ 
ther  they  have  reft  and  peace,  or  are  involved  in  troubles 
and  dangers  ;  and  what  further  afiHlances  may  be  need¬ 
ful  for  them,  or  further  work  is  to  be  done  among  them. 

37  And  Barnabas,  approving  of  this  good  morion, 
was  defirous  to  take  his  nephew  Jehu  Mark  along  with 
them  in  their  fecond  progrefs ;  he  having  dill  an  affec¬ 
tion  for  him,  as  his  neaf  ktnfman  after  the  fldh,  and 
brother  in  Chrifl,  though  he  had  deferted  them  in  their 
former  journey.  (Chap.  *iii.  13.) 

3$  But  Paul  did  not  think  him  worthy  of  this  ho¬ 
nour  f  and  therefore  would  by  no  means  agree  to  take 
him  for  their  affiftant  again,  who,  under  the  influence 
of  fome  worldly  and  carnal  motive,  had  left  their  com¬ 
pany  at  Perga  in  PampbyHat  and  declined  venturing 
any  farther  with  them  in  the  noble,  though  perilous  en- 
terprize  to  which  tbe  Holy  Spirit  had  called  them, 
(chap.-  xiii.  2.) ;  and  fo  left  them  to  go  on  alone  in  that 
important  feryice. 

39  And  as  the.  bed  of  men  are  but  men  at  the  bed, 
and  have  remainders  of  weakoefs  and  corruption  in 
them,  for  their  humhling  and  caution,  and  to  keep 
them  fdf*  diffident  and  dependent  on  the  merit  and 
grace  of  the  Redeemer ;  each  of  theft  eminent  faints  and 
lervants  of  Chrifl  was  fo  (liff,  and  unyielding  to  the  0- 
ther  on  this  head,  that  neither  of  them,  would  make 
fuch  allowances  to  his  brother,  as  humility,  love,  and 
meeknefs  called  for  ;  but  tbey  fell  into  fuch  warm  difT 
putei,  as  too  much  inflamed  each  other’s  pa  (Hons,  and 
■  '  iflued 


N  p  T  E. 

*  It  appears  pretty  pbm  from  Gat  iu  ri,  tuition  happened  between  him  and  the  ipoftU 
that  Pt7iT  time  do  wo  fmm  Jcnffrkm  to  Paul*  >bovt  cainj;  with  tbe  Gteiitts:  For 
Anticth*  befittfe  Pant  and  JWtjmw  had  left  cW  iefes  to  be  thionly  l*w  wlwo  Frtflr 
ir *  and  that  till i  wj*  ibe  tune  wheq  the  eon*  ^bdu  two  apotita  of  (he  Cttafiits  At  daft*, b. 
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deputed  ifinder  iflned  in  their  parting  company  ;  And  yet  as  thar  hearts 
thcrfui!)  &  *n  invariably  fet  on  -their  main  deliga,  and  God 
natattnoJt  M.irk,  knows  how.  to  over-rule  the  intemperate  heats  and  quar- 
and  ftalcil  *reto  rd»of  his  own  people,  as  well- .as' the  cruet  perfections 
Cjrprus :  o£  their  enemies,  fer  thctfurtbefance  oftbe  gofpel  j  Bar- 

whu,  who  would  not  give^  up  Af«ril»  "as  a  veflelwbere- 
in  is  no  pkafure*  (Hof-  viii.  8.)  went  away  with  him, 
and  fet  fail  for  fits  native  country*  tW  ifle  of  Cyprus, 
({hup,  iv.36.)  tovifitthe  brethren,  aqd  to  bdp  their 
fairh  and  joy  there,  where  the  two  appftles  of  the  Gen- 
iilts  had  begun  their  work  in  their  firft  journey.  {Chap, 

■  xiii.  4.) 

cImSL  sttla,  m3  d°  Ani  /W,  who  was  bfieprerds  reconciled  to  Bar- 
drp»t«l,  betas  nabes  and  Markt  and  fpoke -honourably  and  affection* 
ttraiiKttwled  br  ately  of  them,  (1  Cor,  ix.  6.  Cat,  iv.  to.  and-a  7rm.  iv. 

**•/  cbofe  SUat  for  hb.affiftant,  tnftead  of  Marks  and 
Qoi  though  there  might  he  fome  fault  in  both  the  apoftks 

way  of  managing  their  hot  contefts  abotit  him,  yet  the 
church  Teeming  to  think  Paul  molt  In  the  right,  and 
approving  of  his  choice  of  Sifar  *,  be  let  out  with  him 
npon  the  wings  of  their  prayers,  who  folemnly  recom¬ 
mended  hira  tp  the  favour  and  blefling  of  God,  for  all 
•ffiftance  and  fuccefe  in  thifc  his  fecond  apodolic  jour¬ 
ney  (  which,  together  with  what  was  afterwards  done 
by  him,  will  be  the  principal  fubjeft  of  the  remaining 
-  part  of  this  hiflory. 

41  Aadhewear  .  41  And  he  travelled,  firft  of  all,  through  part  of 
oSSf  Syria,  till  he  came  toGBcia,  which  was  his  own  coun- 

foa  the  dmictwb  try,  {chap.  xxi.  39.)  in  both  of  which  provinces  he  vt- 
fited  the  churches4  that  had  been  planted  in  their  feveral 
dries  f ;  and,  leaving  with  them  the  articles  agreed  on 
by  the  council  at  Jerufalem,  and  dire&ed  to  them,  {ver. 
23.)  he  chiefly  applied  himfelf  to  the  good  work  of  t- 
flabirfhing  them  in  the  faith  and  fellow  fhip  of  the  gofpel. 


R  £  C  O  L- 


NOTES. 

“  It  feem*  u  If  Smdt]  went  iwtf  a.  thii  Accm  vu  diteded  to  ihefe  t!nidv<  ts 
brtiptly*  wtJtout  waiting  Far  the  prayers  of  well  at  to  that  at  A atfatfi,  Psvl  Sites  kft 
church,  which  he  aright  tbinfc  the  IcTs  it  whh  them;  and  therefore  fome  tuw 
Heredity,  bcciufr  he  had  beep  Itcforciet  out,  thought  dm  this  vet 6  U  to  be  connatkil 
and  recommended  by  them  ia  Ehc  jracc  of  with  tbaP-  afug,  and  that  the  three  fiiit  vtr- 
Gorf,  together  with  the  apoftle  Parity  for  f«  of  tW  dhapter  are  to  be  oonfidertd  as  a 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  the  Gentifo,  (ehup.  paredihefis.  But  there  is  no  ncettiity  for 
jfiiL  3.)  Or,  perhaps,  he  had  their  prayers  this  foppofition,  which  feems  to  be  made  to 
new  ^Rsin,  before  he  fetoufj  as.  well  a*  Pa»tt  fare  an  hypothecs;  far  that  fafl  rrighi  U 
thou&h  Lake  patted  it  over  in  fitence,  as  da*  ufccu  for  granted,  and  therc&src  needed  not 
finning  to  give  no  further  account  of  him  ;  to  k  ^rtitnlir)/  mentioned,  became  it 
but  to  jotted  [tnmrdirtdy  to  the  hiftoryof  jull  before  been  faid,  that  the  decree  was  ^ 
i\u  mhci-  great  apoftfc  of  the  Gtmtihsf  after  prcfsly  addnrf&d  to  1  hector  dies  of  tlu&pto* 
tl:U  hpimm.  v in eerf  vtr* 13-  of  tbit  chapter, 

t  There  is  do  ten  fan  todoubt  tot  that,  as 
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Hov  injurious  is  a  fprrit  of  bigotry  for  .the  law  of  Mvfes  to  the  pun  do&rinc 
of  fatvatfon  alone  by  jcftis^Chrjfi*  through  faith  in  him  !  But  bow  happy  ii  it  to 
be  treed  from  a  law*  the  ob&rvation  of  which  was  tike  a  galling'  yoke  of  bon- 
dage  to  the  ltefh  and  continence, -and  ne*ercould  procure  the  benefit  which 
the  gofpd  brings  tot  hoi*,  whole  beasts  arc  purified  by  faith  I  They  are  laved, 
not  by  any  works  of  their  own*  but  merely  by  the  grace  of  the  Lord  jefiia 
Ctirift,  bow  infamous  foever  their  charaG  err  were  before  !  \yhen  attempts  are 
made,  and  that  under  pretence  of  apoftolic  authority*  to  corrupt  the  dlftmgtiUh- 
ing  peculiarities  of  tbegofpd,  and  to  pervert  the  fonts  of  ChtifPsdifeipies;  itta 
high  time  to  contend  earneftly  for  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  to  the 
faints  ;  But  what  pity  is  it,,  and  what  a  humbling  proof  of  the  remainder  of  cor¬ 
rupt  ion  in  the  belt  of  men  upon  earth,  that  angry  contentions  would  ever  arife 
among  fuch  asare.  heartily  agreed  in  the  lame  common  caufe,  about  matters  of 
little  moment,  and  about  tb£  prudential  rules  and  methods  of  carry ii»g  on  the 
work,  of  the  Lord  I  And  to  what  confu&on*  trouble,  and  danger,  do  warm  con* 
troverfiei  expofe  the  churches  of  Cbrift  !  It  is  matter,  of  great  confolation  when 
they  are  happily  adjufted ;  and  the  wifdom  of  God  is  to  be  adored#  which  over* 
rules  them,  for  the  clearing  up  of  truth,  ami  the  cltablUhment  of  believers,  as  it 
did  the  iifue  of  the  deputations  between  the  apoftlea  and  the  faUe  teachers;  and 
for  propagating  the  canfe  of  GhrifL  as  the  contention  between  Barnabas  and 
Paul  turned  to  the  wider  fyreadtof  the  gofpd.  But  it  ie  the  duty  of  the  churches 
themfetm,  as  well  as  of  their  paltora  and  teachers,  to  interpore  for  the  fettling 
of  fuch  con t poverties,  as  afTrdt  their  peace,  harmony,  and  communion  one  with 
another;  and  yet  this  is  by-no  means  to  be  attempted  in  a  way  of  arbitrary  nnpo* 
iitum,  but  of  prudenti  brotherly  advice,  which  they  ihould  be  ready  to  a£k,  re¬ 
ceive,  and  give,  with  a  deep  concern  for  important  doctrines  and  Chriftifin  li¬ 
berty  on  one  hand,  and  for  tendemefs  and  ccndefcentioa  to  weak  and  fcrupulous 
coniciencts  on  the  other;  and  none  fiiould  ever  go  into  a  way  of  authoritative 
determination,  any  farther  than  they  can  make  it  appear,  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
has  decided  the  point -which  lyes  before  them.  And  how  careful  Jhould  we 
be,  that  we  do  not  mifcoriftriie  God’s  own  injunctions,  and  make  fuch  of  them 
perpetually  binding  .upon  confcjence,  which  he  defigned  only  to  full  feme 
temporary  occatioDS;and  that  we  do  not  confound  things  neceftary  in  thcmfdves, 
like  that  of  fiytng  from  the  tin  of  fornication,  with  things  that  are  fo  only  in  feme 
peculiar  drcumfmnces,  lifcetfcofe  of  abftaining  from  meats  and  drinks  offered  to 
idols,  and  from  things  ftranjjled,  and  from  blood  When  any  are  brought  to 
the  true  faith  of  Ohrid,  it  ts  matter  of  great  joy  to  all  Serious  ChriftUns  that 
hear  of  it;  but  the  minifUy  of  the  gofpel  is  as  needful  for  confirming  and  c* 
ftablfthing  them  that  believe,  as  for  the  cottverfion  of  a  tinner  from  the  error  of 
his  ways:  and  whatever  Fucccfs  his  ftmnts  have,  in  either  of  thefe  parts  of 
their  work,  it  is  only  what  God  has  done  by  them,  and  they  fhould  (peak  of  i( 
in  that  manner,  that  he  my  have  all  the  glory. 


CHAP,  XVI, 

Paul,  Jinding  Timpthy  uf  Lyftra,  circumcifis  bimf  and  tabes  him  io  be, 
bis  ajfifiant%  1,-3*  Ysftts  jsveral  churches $  4,  j*  Is  prevented 
going  to  fame  places  *  and  directed  to  Macedonia,  by  tbs  Spirit^  6f 
—12.  Lydia  is  converted  by  bis  minijtry  near  Philippi,  f3»— <5* 
He  afterwards  c&fls  oy,t  a  fpirit  of  divination  from  a  young  -womay 
there y  i6,—i8.  For  this  he  and  Silas  are  f courgcd  and  imprtfined^ 
19,-24*  The  jailor  is  converted  t  25^—34.  A*n  l  Paul  and  Silas 
are  publicly  and  honourably fet  at  liberty  by  the  magif  rates  f  35,— -40, 

Para* 
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Tkit. 

■T'Htf  W  tame  he 
to  Derby  4iul 
Jjyflra :  and  lie- 
hold  a  certain 
difcptcvij  ihete, 
named  Timocht- 

D(i  the  ton  of 
*  certain  woman 
which  was  a  Jew* 
•ft,  and  believed; 
Inn  hi*  father  W4 1 

a  Creak; 


t  Which  wai 
well  reported  of 
by  the  brethren 
that  were  at  Ly* 
An  and  I centum. 


Pa&apkease^ 

'  I  'HE  apoftje  Pault  leaving  Cilicia,  went  In  company 
with  Silas  to  Derbe  and  Lyftra,  cities  of  Lycaonia  j 
where  he  and  Barnabas  had  preached,  and  planted 
churches  before,  [chap,  xiv.  4,  20, — 33.)  And  obfeivs 
how  happily  God  fupplied  his  want  of  John  Mark,  by 
providing  him  another  moft  agreeable  affiftam  in  his 
(lead.  At  the  lad  of  thefc  cities,  be  met  with  a  certain 
difciple  of  Jefus,  Timothy  by  name,  the  fon  of  theno* 
ted  Eunice ,  who  was  a  Jeixefs,  and'  a  fioccre  believer 
in  Chriftj  { 3  Tim.  i.  5.) ;  but  hU  father  was  a  Gentile 
of  Grecian  ext  raft ;  and  fb  he  was  the  propereft  perfon 
that  could  be  met  with/  to'  engage  in  mini  (Ira  tions  both 
to  Jrms  and  Gentiles . 

2  .This  young  man  had  an  excellent  charafter  for  his 
religion,  morals,  and  fapenor  gifts  and  graces,  among 
all  tthe  Chriftian  brethren,  that  were  acquainted  with 
him  at  Lyftra,  and  the  neighbouring  city  of  lamittm ; 
and  fome  of  the  infpired  prophets,  in  thofe  days,  had 
foretold  his  future  eminent  fervices  in  tbe  church  of 


Chrtft,  (t  Thru  i.  18.  and  ir.  14.) 
j  Him  wnld  3  Paul  therefore  was  defirous  to  take  this  extraordi- 
^rfth  tTirjf0  nary  youth  to  travel  with  him,  and  to  be  aQiftant  to 
and  look  and  dr*  him  in  his  work  :  And  though  this  apoltle  had  lately 
tu retired  him,  be*  appeared  with  great  zeal  againfl  impofiog  ctrcumcifion 
CD  ^entl^  converts,  either  as  ueceflary  to  falvation,  or 
tbofe  quartern  as  a  religious  bond  to  obferre  the  ceremonial  law, 
for  (ebap,  xv.  i)  a.)  and  had  oppofed  the  circumctling  of 
Titus  %  both  his  parents  being  GmttUsy  who  were  under 
no  manner  of  obligation  to  regard  the  Mojaic  conftiru- 
tion,  {GaL  iu  3,) :  Yet  as  the  Jtv/iJb  ceremonies  were 
national  rites,  which  belonged  to  their  civil ,  as  well  as 
tctUftaflicat  (late,  and  were  to  be  gradually  laid  afide 
among  them,  till  their  civil  con  dilution  fhould  be  ut¬ 
terly  destroyed  ;  and  as  he  was  willing,  as  far  as  he 
Could  with  a  fafe  confctcncc*  to  become  a  Jc w  to  the 
and  to  be  made  alt  things  to  men,  that  he 
might  gain  over  the  more  to  Chrift  and  rhegofpel,  for 
his  glory  and  their  own  falvation,  (1  Cor .  ix.  [9, — 23.) : 
So,  in  condefcenfion  to  Jrwijb  prejudices,  and  in  com* 
pliance  with  their  civil  polity,  he,  with  Timothf s 
own  coofent,  circumcifcd  him,  hecaufe  he  was  a  Jew 
by  his  mother's  fide,  and  there  were  a  great  many  of 
that  countrymen  in  thofe  parts,  who  were  zealous  far 
their  antient  rites,  and  would  make  his  want  of  cir- 
cumciGon  a  ftrong  objection  again fl  his  miniftry,  zivX 
again!!  converfing  with  him,  and  fo  obftruct  his  uiV- 

fulutf; 
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for  ihey  knew  aU 
that  his  father 
wm  a  Greek. 

4  And*  as  they 
went  through  the 
cities*  they  deli¬ 
vered  them  the 
decree*  for  to 
k*rpt  that  were 
vr darned  of  the 
apodle*  and  ei¬ 
ders  which  were 
at  JcrulaleiD, 


5  And  fo  were 
the  cborcbcsefta- 
bUfoed  in  the 
faith,  and  in  ere  a- 
ftd 


fulneft  among  them  *  j  for  they  all  knew  that  his  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  Gentile*  and  had  not  allowed  him  to  be  cir- 
cumcifed  in  his  infancy* 

4  But  {**)  that  this  might  not  be  made  a  precedent 
Qgainft  Chrifliao  liberty,  as  Paul  and  his  company  pafled 
through  the  various  cities,  where  GeniiU  churches  were 
already  planted,  the|  left  with  them  copies  of  all  the 
articles,  of  the  refolutions,  (Jwtor*}  which  had  been  2- 
greed  upon  by  the  apoitles  and  elders,  together  with 
the  whole  church  at  Jerufalem*  to  be  obferved  by  Gat* 
tiU  converts,  who  were  thereby  difeharged  from  all  o- 
bligations  to  be  tlrcomcifed,  {chap,  xv,  ?2,  &c.)  ex¬ 
horting  than,  at  the  lame  time,  to  continue  in  the  faith, 
and  to  ftudy  the  things  that  make  for  love  and  peace, 
by  a  compliance  with  that  plan,  as  long  as  the  ncCfcffi* 
ty  of  affairs  might  require  it* 

j  And  this  proved  fueb  a  fatisfa&ory  and  uniting 
fcheme,  that  the  churches  were  thereby  confirmed  and 
fettled  in  the  great  doftrincs  of  faith,  with  refpeft  to 

their 


N  o 

4  Ckaimdfion,  an  A  alj  the  ritci  of  ihco 
teTiOniil  wi  rcs  ifajjrrr,  in  the  defign  of 
God,  and  in  the  nature  t>f  ibinp,  aboli^cd 
by  the  death  of  thrift;  and  yet  it  pleated 
io  bii  Infinite  wifdom  mdjrodoiucDD* 
to  the  infirmities  pnepofttfliQiis 
of  ik  convert,  to  defer  the  revela¬ 
tion  of  tills  doftrine  for  many,  years,  and  then 
t  >  tpread  the  knowledge  of  ti  among  them  id 
i  very  (low  and  gradual  manner,  a*  they  were 
?Me  to  bear  it ;  left  an  earlier  and  more  open 
fiiftovcry  of  it,  all  at  once,  fturold  be  too 
(hoiking  to  them  who  were  fo  fond  of  thoic 
orJinahos  which  he  hiiufelf  had  formerly 
K-llituted,  and  which  they  could  not  eaJily, 
on  a  fndden,  be  brought  to  beikve  were  tv- 
pe-ded  :  And  therefore  they  were  left,  for 
t\:v  preftot,  a*  indifferent  things  to  be  obfer¬ 
ved  by  Ulicveir,  or  not,  u  knight  be 

tnoft  unto,  edification,  till  the  whole  frame 
that  conlHmion  thoidd  be  dcffiolifoed  hi 
dHh-oflfon  of  Jmtfifcm  and  the.  temple, 
ti  :tn  ffia,  in  would  rouftly  cafe  of 
ra  urfo.  in  the  mean  while,  the  apoftJet 
forking  of  fuch  fort  of  thing*,  referred  them 
ro  rhe  Judgment  of  the  Ch  tiffins  own  mind, 
provided  it  were  without  offence  to  his  bre« 
i!.tcn,  [£wb,.xiv,  5,14,13.)  and  foida  as  to 
himfLlf,  that  aii  things  wire  Uv/fiJ  tohim,hi/i 
d7  things  wtrt  uot  expedient  nor  vtQuU  hrbt 
Wiaght  atfder  the  power  of  *by}  (1  Cor,  ij,. 
11  ami  a.  13.)  and paiticvlatJy  infjfted,  that 
fo  drift  Jefttt,  mthercinumtjm  &vmh 
{■  itof ,  kst  uttrir^nrtrijkn7  but  0  nrw  treasure^ 
eiffl  faith  •atbick  TPsrks  ty  kvt9  {Gat.  v.  &  and 
vL  ty.)  Accordingly  uo  uoticc  is  taken  in 
tk?  decree  of  the  council  about  wbat  ihe^rit- 
ijt  CuiiliJjij  Jhgijhl  do,  rtiai*0g  to  rfrciuu* 


T  £. 

ciGon,  and  keeping  the  law  of  Mofetl  hut 
only  shout  what  might  be  proper  for  thofc  of 
ibeGrvtifr*;  For  the  apofttes,  elders,  and 
church  at  7rnfjfi/rn,  Teemed  to  have  no  no¬ 
tion  si  yet,  nor  for  many  yean  afterward*, 
of  the  abolition  of  the  taw,  as  to  J rvtjb  con* 
vent;  and  :herefore1  efpccially  ooiifidering 
Ihat.circUTucfJion  might  be  regarded  In  a  dvil 
view  reUting  to  the  jra/e, .» s  well  a*  in  a  r?&~ 
gms  view  relating  to  the  tlurcb  of  the 

apoftle  Paul  fow  fit,  for  rrafoos  exprdfort  in 
the  Faraphrafe,  that  Tfmoftyj  who  xaNa  Jrv 
by  his  mother's  fide,  Ihould  be  dicaroetied. 
And  for  like  reafons  he  afterwards  took  upoi} 

himfelf  a  vow  of  and  ciMikntcd 

to  purify  hitnfelf,  and  be  at  rliaim  with  o- 
Lhers  that  had  done  the  time,  {Sfis  jtviii.  tfl, 
and  xxi.  Abd  though  he  inrtma* 

ttd  the  abolition  of  thfc  ccrcniOiiUl.Uw  in 
fbmc  of  H*  epiftles  to  Gtxfflt  cbijr-chfr,  as 
particnlarly  in  GaL  iv.  pt  10.  and  CaL  u»  US, 

' — iv  ytt,  «  he  knew  that  the  prtjudlcei  of 
rtb  Jnri^  CodTfrtl  vete  tan  ftrong  to  belt 
with  that  fore  of  doCtrine,  it  does  nrt  appear 
that  he  ever  delivered  it  in  hts  preaching,  or 
In  any  of  bis  writings  to  rW  Jcwit  except  in 
the  epiJlic  to  the  Hr^rexsj,  which  E  take  to 
be  his,  and  to  have  been  wrote  toward  the 
dofe  of  hii  Kft  Hence,  when  they  firfl 
heard  aalf  ht  tarc^ht  the  7rw  that  were  s- 
ttong  the  GtntilcSf  to  for foke  t Lying, 

that  they  aught  mat  ti  drtnmdf;  thrir  ihiidrtrtt 
nor  tQ  walk  after  ibe  they  uwejt- 

eepdiagly  offended  at  him  for  it  ;  and  yet 
that  wjs  a  mere  afperfion  upon  hitn,  ap¬ 
pears  from  rffrrj  iau  ie,  at,  a 4*  th£ 

note  there*) 


fed  in  number 
«buy- 


€  Now  when 
they  bid  noe 
throughout  Phry^ 
ghf « ad  the  legi¬ 
on  of  Gai*tia»  tad 
ucre  forbidden  of 
the  Holy  Ghaflta 
preach  the  Word 
id  Afia, 
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their  Chriftian  liberty1)  and  their  dependence  on  Chrifl 
alone  for  juftification,  and  acceptance  with  God  to  e- 
ternal  life  ;  And  as  jars  and-  difeords  were  hereby  re* 
moved)  aod  Gentile converts  were  excufed  from  fubmit- 
ring  to  the  burdenfome  yoke  of  the  ceremonial  law, 
which  they  bad  always  been  prejudifed  againft,- their 
numMcdaUy  liicreafed,  to  the  honour  of  Chrilt,  the 
enlargement  of  the  church,  and  the  fa  I  nation  of  many 
fouls. 

6  Now  the  apoflle  and  htx  aflociatrs,  having  vifited 
the  feveral  churches,  where  they  had  formerly  preach* 
ed,  were  minded  to  proceed  to  other  parts,  wherc  ihey 
never  had  been  before  :  Accordingly  they  travelled 
through  Phrygia  and  Galatia,  two  provinces  of  the 
htfftr  Afia-%  and  there  they  preached  the  gofpe],  with 
good  fuccdfe,  to  the  convernon  of  idolatrous  Gentile  fin* 
nets :  {Chap,  xviii.  23.  compared  with  Gal.  ir.  8,  9.) 
And  when  after  this,  they  would  have  gone  into  the 
proconfuiar  Afia,  which  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  what  is 
called  the  Leffer  AJia ,  in  diftin&ion  from  the  whole  A- 
fiatic  continent ,  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  ftcret  feggeftion  to 
one  or  more  of  their  minds,  prevented  their  going,  for 
the  prefeut,  to  preach  in  that  country 1  God  thereby 
intimating,  that  he,  in  a  Sovereign  way  and  manner, 
fends  bis  gofpe),  and  orders  and  drfpofed  of  bis  lervams 
and  their  labours,  how,  when,  and  where  be  pleafes, 
for  accomptilhing  the  purpofes  of  bis  grace  in  their  pro¬ 
per  feafon. 

7  Then,  being  diverted  from'  thence,  they  came  to 
another  adjoining  province,  called  Myfm ,  intending  to 
go  from  thence  to  the  region  of  Bithynia ,  both  which 
were  alfo  in  the  Lejfer  Afia :  But  here  the  Spirit  of 
God  interpofed  again,  and  did  not  permit  them  to  bend 
their  courfe  at  this  time  thither,  he  having  work  for 
them  firft  to  do  in  other  parts,  {ver.  to,  <bc.) 

8  Leaving  therefore  Mjfia  and  Bytbinia,  {ver.  7.) 
without  exerciQng  their  miniftry  in  either  of  thofe 
countries,  they  went  forwards,  under  divine  direction; 
to  the  city  Of  Troas,  which  was  near  the  place  where 
the  antieht  famous  Troy  bad  flood,  and  lay  upon  the 
waft  of  the  Mgian  fea. 

.  9  And  while  they  were  there,  the  apoftle  Paul  had  a 
Tupematural  vihon  .in  the  night -feafon  to  dire£t  h;s 
way:  There  flood  by  him  an  angel,  who  appeared  m 
the  form  of  a  man,  dreifed  after  the  fathion  of  the 
cedonians  ;  and  fpeaking  in  their  dialed,  earned!  y  in- 
treated  his  afliflance,  faying,  Be  pleafed  to  come  ovrr 
into  our  European  country,  and,  by  your  prayers  ai;l 

preaching, 


After  they 
come  to 
Myfu,  they  af- 
laycd  to  go  into 
Bithynia:  bat  the 
Spirit  fade  red 
them  wSL 


8  Anil  they 
ptffing  by  Myfi*. 
tnne  to 

Trou. 


SI  And  a  viCon 
appeared  to  Paul 
in  the  night ; 
There  flood  a 
Chg  of  Mace* 
dock;  and  pray¬ 
ed  biro*  faying. 
Cone  over  into 
Mi* 
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Mjacedoma ,  and  preacfaifig,  to  d ft  what  in  you  lyes,  to  recover  os  from 
1  p  ut  our  ignorance  sod  errors,  -  idolatry  and  flayer 7,  under 

the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  to  lead  us  into  the 
knowledge  of  ialvation,  which  we  need-  as  much  as  any 
people  whatsoever,  and  which .  it  is  your  office  and  de¬ 
light  to  communicate :  O  come  and  help  us,  as  you 
T6  And,  after  ^ave  tnany  others. 

he  had  ten  the  10  And  after  he  had  been  favoured  with  this  hsaven- 
vifion,  immeJj-  ly  vifion,  and  communicated  it  to  his  companions  at 
TOcr&Tto&siato  7ro<u\  where  the  writer  of  this  h  tilery  joined  him  •, 
Macedonia ,  af~  we  immediately  prepared  to  fet  out  with  all  peffibie 
fui«di,  gather*  fpeedfor  Macedonia,  being  all  of  us,  in  concurrence 
Lord  b*d  oiled  "wMi  b<m»  fadcfied  from  what  be  had  cold-  us,  that 
us  for  to  preach  the  Lord  Jefus  had  hereby  intimated-bis  will,  that  we 
thLn*afpel  UW0  think  of  no  other  place  for  the  prelcnt,  hut-go 

'  '  without-delay,  and  publiftv  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation, 

'  and  propofe  them  to  the  acceptance  of  the  people  of 
it  Therefore,  that  Grecian  province. 

fooling  from  1 1  Going  therefore  abroad,  and  fetting  fail  hy  tbe 
lith  *  *  Tw  T  very  Opportunity  from  Traits >  we  Itecred  direfMy 
tCrfe’io  for,  anihad  a  profperoua  voyage,  by  the  will  of  God, 
thraca,  and  the  to  Samsthracia,  a  final!  ifland  lying  off  the  weftem 
ae«  ds}  to  coa[j  0f  Thrace ;  and,  on  the  morrow,"  ®e  failed  from 
^ 11  ’  thence  to  Neopolit,  a  feaporc  on  the  European  conti¬ 

nent,  which  was  formerly  rtckoncd  to  Thrace,  and  af- 
terwardsto  Macedonia, 


it  Am!  ffom 
thence  la  Philip* 

pi,  which  it  ihe 
chief  chy  of  that 
part  of  M mio- 
ni colony  i 
amt  we  wen  in 
that  city  ahidiqg 
«rtam  days* 


A^doiithc 

te'f  adit 

u-il  at  rtre  city  Jiy 
a  iv 


1  a  And  continuing  our  corirfe  from-  thence,  through 
the  gulph  of  Sirymon,  we  arrived  at'  Phtlippi,  fo  called 
from  Philip  king  of  Macedon,  which  is,  in  the  way  from 
Neapolii  f,  the  firfttowa  or  city’ one  comes  to  in  that 
part  of  Macedonia,  and  a  Roman  colony ;  its  in  habi¬ 
tants  chiefly  confifted  of, that  fort  of  people,,  and  being, 
governed  by  Rman  laws  and,  rnagiftrates :  (ver.  21.} 
And  there,  God  hating  work  for  us  to  do,  (ver.  14? 
2t,  &c.)  we  continued  a  confiderabie  time  preaching 
Cnrift  to  them. 

>4  And  when  the  fabbath-day  came  on,  after  our 
arrival  thither,  we  went  out  of  the  citjt  to  the  fide  of 

a'  river,. 


NOTES. 


*  A»  here  Lait,  the  writer  of  this  Hftory,  *»;  tbe  Srft~  dry  of  that  pvt  of 

ptim  liu  ftile,  beginning  talpeafc,  uhcat-  Macntma  that  the  apoftlc  and  Lit  company 
tcrwsrds  freonemJy  do**,  in  tbtfirQ  frfo*  arrived  at,  after  theii,‘p*fling  by  Neapotii,  to 
plural-,  it  i*  the  common  opinion  of  nqslh  tlie  -eaorfe  they  had-  taken  from  7><wr-  Sea 
tore,  that  it  an  at  Treat  that  ho  .  met  with  my  fcrmon  at  the  ordination  of  Mr  Ciilaat. 
the  apoille  Paal,  and  firtl  came  to  be  #£e^  Neverthelefs,  Dr  iVclh,  tHHua,  t;nt  it  was 
l'*-travclltr  with,  and  alfiftant  to  him  ;  afld,a  the  chief  city  of  that  pact  of  . 

from  that  time  forward,  moft  com  mo  itly  u-'  -beto£  formerly  reckoned.  h>  Tbwr,  at  lying 
tended  him,  and  au  an  eye  and  wwltnefi  call  of  the  rirer  StrpMU, .  the  old  middle 
of  many  thing,  hereafter  related.-  boundary,  was  therefore  more  dsflinflly  fti* 

f  Thtjfakmca,  wa*  the  nfctropolir  of  JlTe-  led  AJsofrfrraVX'Vsria,  or  Threw  Aflettdr- 
r.-Arjj,  and  therefore  Plufippi  war  not  the  ai.e.  Gt**r.  y  tee  if  tv  Tej?.  part  u.  J>.  6p, 

-ftr  nf  rkjiv  fiTnvjiwr.  imt  Wirt  (tra-rti 


a  riTt^lUc,  where 
prayer  wu  wont 
lobe  made;  aod 
we  fat  down,  and 
£p*ke  nnta  the 
women  which  re* 
foteddi/hr, 


14  And  *  «- 
tain  woman  Ham* 
ed  Lydia,  a  filler 
of  purple,  of  the 
dry  of  lliyatira, 
which  wodbtpped 
God,  heard  u: 
whofe  heart  tbc 
Lord  opened  ,t  hat 
Ole  at  beaded  onto 
the  things  which 
were  fpoken  of 
FauL 
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a  river  ,,where  was  (*  *f>avx.*)  a  ht*jfe  of  prayer,  to  whictr . 
both  Jeivs  and  profelytes  were  allowed,  even  in  thitf 
Roman  colony,  and  were  accuftomed  ro  reforr,  for  ad¬ 
drefling  the  Divine  Majefty :  and  the  apofUe  Paul,  with 
the  reft  of  u$,  fitting  down  at  this  place,  took  an  ojw  . 
portonlty  of  talking  to  the  people,  which  were.molVlj 
religious  women,  that  were  wont  to  aflemble  there  for 
exercifes  of  devotion  j  and  to  lead  them  into  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrift,  and  the  way  of  falvation  through  faith 
in  bun. 

14  Arid  while  Paul,  particularly,  was  opening  and 
recommending  the  gofpel  to  the  whole  aflembly,  there 
was  among  them  an  induftrious  woman,  Lydia  by  name, 
who  was  a  dealer  in  the  purple  trade,  and  a  native  of 
Tbyatira,  a  city  of  Afia  the  Left,  (Rev.  i*  1 1.)  hut 
was  brought  by  Providence  to  fettle  with  her  family, 
(wr.  15.)  at  Philippi ,  and  was  a  devout  Gentile,  who 
worfhipped  the  God  of  Ifratl,  chough  fhe  did  not  con* 
form  to  the  whole  of  the  Msfaic  law :  This  woman, 
being  prelent,  .heard  the  hleficd  tidings  of  falvation  ; 

.  and  the  Lord  Jefus,  by  an  internal,  freest,  gracious  0- 
peration  of  his  Spirit,  fo  cfie&ually  opened  the  eyes  of 
her  underAanding,  and  all  the  powers  of  her  lbul, 
(*?’*nXUi)  that  Die  ferioufly  and  elofely  attended  to,  re¬ 
flated  upon,  applied  to  herfelf,  and  obediently  recei¬ 
ved  with  faith  and  love,  the  fuitahle  and  important 
truths  that  were  delivered  with  great  perfpicuity  and 
fervour  by  that  eminent  apoille  of  the  Gentiles. 

If  And  when,  having  believed  with  the  heart  unto 
lighteoufnefs,  and  confefled  with  her  mouth  to  falva* 
tion,fhe  and  her  family,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  33.)  were 
baptized,  on  the  foot  of  the  covenant  made  with  Abra¬ 
ham,  and  his  fpiritual  as  well  as  natural  feed,  (Gen.  zvii- 
7.  compared  with  Gal.  iii.  17, — 29.)  fhe  was  fo  afleft- 
ed  with  the  mercy  fhewn  to  her  and  hers,  and  fo  very 
defirous  of  teftifying  her  refpeck  to  us,  and  of  being 
further  inftru&ed  in  the  great  doftrines  of  the  gofpvi, 
that  fhe  earnefUy  intreated  us,  faying,  It  ye  coant  me 
to  bare  received  the  grace  of  God  in  truth,’  and  to  be  a 
f  faithful 

T  E. 

apinniedj  and  u  thin  were  but  f-'V 
Jctet  At  Phiftppi,  they  feem  to  hive  haiiotiLy 
one  of  thde  hnufci  of  prayer,  which  *-> 
diKAy  [dorted  to  by  the  women!  bxit 

vn  well  known  to  be  there,  and  wai  illcm  - 
ed  of  by  the  hv  of  the  n>  be  nin* 

according  to  the  coftom  of  (be  and  pra. 
fdyiCS,  (it  r;v*:)  h't* 

Dr  HdW’RMd  and  IPsr.lij  on  (be  place, 

Wr  7 sr,  Mrir'iWosti,  p,  3*,—** 


If  And  when 
(he  wu  baptbed, 
end  her  hoof* 
hold, flic  bdboght 
*f,  '  fiying,  If 
ye  have  judged 
me  to  be  faithful 
tethelfOrdtcomc 
into 


NO 

rf  'Hie  Jirw  hid  their  pnfcitcbdt  or  ors- 
Jfrw,  -or  placet  of  prefer,  a  well  oi  fjw* 
(9gwtn  *be  difference  between  which  wai, 
that  their  prvfncb*  weft  without  their  town! 
or  ritttv  and  were  placet  cnmprftd  with  v 
mil,  or  (brae  ocher  iocloftire,  and  open  t- 
bove,  liie  oar  count,  and  were  principally 
u&J  lor  prayer:  whereat  thstt fjmtpgMS  were 
within  their  ciUltt  or  towns*  and  were  cover¬ 
ed  homes,  where  not  only  prayers  to  God, 
pb 


lot  tbc  law  and  tbe  prophets  were  alfo  re-d 
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into  nf  Jurafe* 
arid  aUdti  fAerr, 
And  Hie  con- 
ftrriDcd  w* 


ti  And  it  ouftc 

t*  jra&±  it  w* 
went  tq  prefer, 
a  certain  oiifi&l, 
poflifTed  wiib  a 
Spirit  of  dki* 
natioD,  met  til, 
whkh  brouj^itba 
ntalttrvfbucfcgata 
by  foolhfa  flag : 


if  The  tree 
followed  Paalaod 
ust  and  Cited,  fa  j- 
iog,  Thcfc  men 
are  the  fervaouof 
the  mod  high 
God,  which  (he* 
untomthevajof 
iriv* ibtit 


i&  Andthhdld 
Hk  many  days. 
But  Paul,  bang 
grieved,  tamed, 
ud  Aid  to  the 


vol.  m. 


faithf unbeliever  in  Chrift,  1  beg  yoa  would  favour  tne 
fo  far,  as  to  come  and  make  my  houfe  your  home : 
And  flic  was  fo  exceeding  importunate,  that  {be  pre¬ 
vailed  with  us  to  take  up  out  abode  with  her,  .as  Lot 
oter-perfuaded  the  angels  at  Sodom,  (Gen.  xix.  31}  and 
as  the  difciples  Conftrained  our  Lord  at  Emmatis,  [Lute 
xxiv.  ap.  fee  the  note  there.) 

16  And  while  we  refided  there,  as  We  were  one  day 

going  («r  *r*ffvX',J)  to  the  houfe  of  ptayer  for  religious 
exercifes,  a  certain  young  fervant-maid  met 

us  in  the  way,  who  was  poflefled  with  an  evil  fpjrir, 
pretending  to  foretefl  future  events,  like  thofe  women 
that  delivered  the  ambiguous  cradles  of  Jpoik  at  Dei- 
phos,  by  the  artifice  or  the  devil,  and  his  agents  the 
prieftsj  and  the  people  were  fo  deluded  with  a  notion 
of  her  extraordinary  Ikili  in  forrune-teJling,  that  they 
frequently  confulted,  and  rewarded  her,  for  the  intelli¬ 
gence  they  wanted  on  divers  occafions )  and  fo  (be 
brought  abundance  of  wealth,  by  her  diabolical  arc,  to 
her  mailers  that  kept  her. 

17  This  woman  turning  back  and  following  Paul  and 
the  red  of  us^Afied  out  with  a  loud  voice,  (like  the 
poflefled  man  in  the  days  of  our  Saviour  on  earth,  Luke 
iv.  33, 34.  fee  the  note  there,}  faying,  Thefe  flrangers 
are  font  and  commiffioned  by,  and  are  devoted  to,  the 
fupreme  and  only  true  God,  who  is  far  exalted  above 
all  gods ;  they  are  to  be  efteemed  and  received  ss  bis 
faithful  fernnts,  who  by  their  do&rine  make  known  to 
us,  that  fit  in  darknefo,  the  only  true  way  of  deliver¬ 
ance  from  all  our  fin  and  mifery,  and  of  obtaining  eter¬ 
nal  happinefs. 

18  And  the,  to  ingratiate  herfelf  with  us,  took  op¬ 
portunities  of  repeating  this  encomium,  time  after 
time,  for  feveral  days  fucceffively,  without  our  taking 
any  public  notice  of  it}  we  being  defirous  to  wait  the 
event,  and  foe  bow  God  might  over- rule  this  furprifing 
occurrence:  But,  at  length,  when  there  was  reafon  to 
foar  that  fome  might  take  it  to  proceed-  from  a  confe¬ 
deracy  between  the  devil  and  us,  and  others  might  look 
upon  it  to  he  all  banter  and  ridicule,  and  fo,  one  way 
or  other,  there  might  be  danger  of  its  fuming  to  the 
diferedir  and  htnderance  of  tne  gofpel ;  the  apoflle  was 
extremely  troubled  to  think  bow  the  devil,  who  reign- 
ed ‘among  thefe  heathens,  abufod  this  poor  woman,  and 
deceived  the  people  by  Her,  and  was  like  to  prejudife 
them  againft  the  truth :  And  therefore,  to  (hew  that 
we  needed  not,  and  would  not  reft  the  credit  of  our 
caufe  upon,  but  would  rejeft  her  teftimouy,  and  rhat 

t  N  .  the 
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ijnrit,  Icofnmand 
til«  in  (tic  nil  me 
of  JcfasOirili  to 
come  out  of  her, 
An d  he  «me 
out  tfct  fame 
hour. 


Ip  Ard  when’ 
her  m*ftm  faw 
that  the  hope  of 
tfccir  gMia  was 
Eoite,  ihcyCaOuhi 
faiil  an  cl  SiUf, 
and. .  drew  fhtm 
into  the  market¬ 
place,  unio  l he 
tukr*. 


lO'AnHfmutght 
them  to  the  ma- 
pihafeia  frying, 
’I'Ulc  [ricn,lking 
Jews-  do  exetrd- 
TnEly  trouble  our 
thy. 


Tt  "* And  ttidi 
cafiwiis  which 
zn  nm  bw  ful  fur 
cs  to  receive,  nei¬ 
ther  io  older  vc, 
being  Romans- 


the  divine  Saviour,  whom  we  ferved  and  preached,  is 
indeed,  together  with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  the  mod 
high  God,  infinitely  fuperior  to  all  demons,  Paul)  by 
an  impulfe  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  turned  himfelf  about, 
and*  raid,  with  holy  zeal  and  indignation,  to  the  evil 
fpirit  that  pofleffwi  her,  I  foiemnly  charge  you,  not 
fiom  any  virtue  Or  excellency  in  me,  but  in  the  name 
of  my  great  Lord  and  Matter  Jefus  Chrift,  and  by  his 
authority,  whofe  power  will  make  my  words  effectual, 
to  depart  from  the  young  woman :  And,  according  to- 
his  woid,  the  evil  fpirit  immediately  quitted  his  pofftf* 
fion,  and  left  her. 

ip  Cut  (*)  when  her  matters,  who  ufed  to  reap  the 
profits  of  her  divinations,  faw,  that  hy  this  miracle 
performed  upon  her,  they  had  loft  all  farther'  means 
and  hopes  of  getting  any  fecular  advantage  by  her,  as 
formerly;  they,  inftead  of  rejoicing,  and  blefBng  God 
for  the  mercy  and  power  ihewo  in.  her  deliverance,  or 
of  embracing  the  gofpel  which  was  thus  evidently  con¬ 
firmed,  were  fo  exaiperated  againft  os,  that  they,  in  a 
riotous  manner,  feized  Pavl  and  SUast  the  two  chief 
andmoft  a&ivc  men  of  <Mi?ibnipany;  and  dragged  them 
away  by  main  force  to  the  forum,  or  court  of  judica¬ 
ture,  {«a*v"  w  vw  ay*?**}  where  the  civil  magiftrates 
(ttfXOTr,<)  were  then  fitting  on  the  bench. 

20  And  having  in  this  manner  brought  them  before 
their  *  rulers,  they,  concealing  their  own  private  re* 
fentments,  under  a  pretence  of  zeal  for  the  public 
welfare,  endeavoured  to  ftir  up  enemies  againft  them, 
by  fpiteful  accufatious,  faying,  Thefe  men,  who  are 
a  parcel  of  Jewijb  foreigners,  contemptible  fellows, 
and  exceeding  odious  to  our  nation,  are  the  peft  of  the 
city,  having  raifed  fedition  and  tumults,  and  thrown 
all  things  into  confufion  amongft  us. 

zl  Yea  (**')  by  their  pettilcnt  difeourfes  and  preach¬ 
ments,  they  publifh,  and  would  introduce  amongft  us 
fuch  ftrange  pernicious  dofirines  and  cuftoms,  in  op- 
pofition  to  our  gods,  and  the  religion  and  manners  of 
our  country,  as  we,  who  are  a  Roman  colony,  are  obli¬ 
ged,  by  the  very  laws  of  the  empire  itfelf,  neither  to 
admit  of,  nor  to  pot  in  practice. 

za  And 


NOTE. 

•  Some  thtak  t!jrt  the  word  (a^ajr *,?(()  brought  before  the  irtguirA/ci  (,  fn'iryfif' 
rcnHcrd  n.'ers,  v«r.  >9,  the  civil  pow-  and  they  were  tbc  patriis  who -Un-ward, 
tire ;  and  that  the  word  riaym')  litre  ten-  acknowledged  their  error,  and  fet  Patti  and 
Jrrci  maftjtTafts,  were  the  military  ofart,  Silar  at  liberty,  ildiiing  them  to  depart  oar 
or  the  c.plainj  of  the  Jtorxa*  j>arri(an  But  of  the  city,  (vtr.  jj, — jp.)  I  rather  take 
U  thefe  terms  are  fomciinm  iiramttcuauU,  them  to  be  only  diifcrent  names,  as  ilic  in- 
uTtd  in  a  tan  fcnle  for  civil  as  well  as  military  rruniin  and  were,  of  the  civil  nu* 

officers,  and  the  evgutaaoee  of  this  e'aufif  was  gulrates. 


Cb,  xri. 

ii  Aod  (he 
maltitadc  lofe  up 
together  agrinjt 
them ;  and  the 
magistrate*  rent 
off  their  clothes* 
anil  commanded 
to  beat  {Arm, 


i]  And  when 
i  hey  had  laid 
muty  ftripei  up* 
on  them,  they 
cad  tbtm  into 
prifon,  charging 
tbe  jay  lor  to  keep 
them  fifdy* 

14  Who,  hav¬ 
ing  received  Such 
3  charge,  thrall 
them  toto  the  in¬ 
ner  prifen,  and 
made  their  feet 
fall  in  the  Hacks. 


if  And  at  rtiid- 
mght  Pant  and 
Sim  prayed,  and 
fang  prater  unto 
God ;  and  the 
priJoacrf  heard 
thcmP 


id  And  Sud¬ 
denly  there  was  a 
great 
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22  And  this  invidious  charge  and  outcry  fo  incen- 
fed  all  ranks  of  people  again  ft  Paul  arid  Silas,  that  the 
moh  rofe  upon  them  with  great  fury,  as  though  they 
would  have  torn  them  to  pieces  i  and  the  magiftrateg, 
without  any  formal  trial,  or  fo  much  as  hearing  what 
thffe  men  of  God  had  to  fay  for  themfelve3,  ordered 
their  officers,  the  litters,  to  drip  their  clothes  off  from 
their  backs,  and  to  fcourge  them  feverely  with  their 
rods  i  fo  fhamefully  were  they  treated  at  Pbiiipfi,  as 
though  they  had  been  the  mod  infamous  malefactors, 
(t  Tbef.  U  a.) 

23  And  when  their  unrighteous  commands  had  been 
executed,  by  cruelly  lathing  their  bodies  with  many 
firiart  and  repeated  ftrokes  above  meafure,  (a  Cor.  xi. 
23.)  they  committed  them  to  tbe  common  jail,  ^ith.a 
drift  charge  to  the  keeper  of  the  prifon,  to  take  all 
poffihle  care  in  fecuring  them,  that  they  might  by  no 
means  make  their  efcape. 

24  Accordingly  he  having  received  fuch  particular 
orders,  and  being  as  unmerciful  in  his  temper  as  his 
mailers  could  wiih  him  to  be,  clapt  up  the  prifoners  in 
a  dark  and  filthy  dungeon,  in  the  inmoil  and  fafeft 
part  of  the  jail ;  and  for  further  fecurity,  as  well  as  an¬ 
noyance  to  them,  be  fattened  their  legs  in  a  pair  of 
docks. 

25  But  (ji)  in  the  dead  of  that  very  night,  Paul  and 
Silas,  though  fo  full  of  fores,  by  the  inhum aQ  (tripes 
that  had  been  laid  upon  them,  and  though  fhut  up  in 
noifome  dungeon,  and  placed  in  a  molt  uneafy  fitustion 
in  tbe  docks,  were  fo  lifted  above  the  terrors  of  their 
enemies,  and  the  hardfiiips  they  endured,  and  fo  abun¬ 
dantly  filled  with  the  joys  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  their 
own  fouls,  that  they  fpent  their  time  in  committing 
themfelves  and  their  caufe  to  God  by  prayer,  and  in  as 
chearfully  finging  hymns  of  praife  to  him,  {“#"**)  for 
the  honour  he  had  put  upon  them,  in  counting  them 
worthy  to  differ  frame  on  Chrift's  account,  and  for 
their  hopes  of  (till  further  glorifying  him  on  the  earth, 
and  being,  at  length,  glorified  with  him  in  heaven,  as 
if  they  had  been  in  the  mod  eafy  circum dances,  and 
furrounded  with  all  the  pomp  and  delights  of  a  palace 
And  in  the  fervour  of  their  fpirits  they  exalted  their 
voices  to  fuch  a  degree,that  the  Ted  of  the  prifoners  heard 
the  found  of  their  heavenly  fongs. 

26  And,  that  God  might  give  a  miraculous  teflimo- 
ny  of  his  gracioufly  owning  them,  and  of  his  fore  dtf- 
pieafure  againfl  their  enemies  for  fo  ihamefuliy  abufmg 
them,  there  was,  all  00  a  hidden,  an  awful  and  exceed- 

N  2  iug 


jrrat  earthquake, 
fo  that  the  fotin- 
dationt  of  the 
prison  were  Ihe- 
ken ;  and  ioime- 
’fliaicty  all  the 
door*  were  open¬ 
ed,  and  every 
one's  hands  were 
Idofcd- 


17  And  the 
keeper  of  .the 
prifoo  awaking 
ow  of  his  fleet), 
and  feeing  the 
ptifoti  -  doors  o- 
pen,  he  drew  out 
nit  fword,  and 
would  have  lulled 
himfeif,  fuppo* 
fingthut  the  pri- 
fonets.had  keen 
fled. 
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ing  great  earthquake,  infomuch  that  the  foundation  of 
the  prifon  was  fenfibly  (haken  by  it:  And,  at  the  fame 
time,  all  the  doors  flew  open,  as  it  were  of  their  own 
accord,  in  an  inftant,  and  all  the  bonds  and  fetters  that 
had  been  put  upon  them  and  the  reft  of  the  prifoners, 
dropped  off  at  once;  thereby  intimating,  that  God’s 
terrors  need  not  make  his.  people  afraid,  how  much  fo- 
erer  others  may  he  juftly  difroayed  at  them  j  and  that 
Chrift,  by  the  gofpel  which  bis  fervants  preached,  pro- 
claims  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon 
to  them  that  are  bound.  ( Ifa .  lii.  1.) 

27  Hereupon  the  jailor  being  awaked  out  of  his 
Deep  by  the  furprizing  (hock  of  the  earthquake,  and 
by  the  clattering  and  noife  that  attended  it ;  and  rifing, 
and  feeing  that  the  doors  of  the  prifon,  though  fo  care* 
fully  (hut  over-night,  were  all  thrown  open ;  he,  in  the 
tenor  of  his  mind,  and  under  fearful  apprehenfions  of 
being  charged  with  a.moft  criminal  breach  of  cruft, 
and  being  alfo  a  man  of  a  rath  temper,  immediately 
drew  bis  fword :  And  a  (elf-murder  was  allowed  of  by 
many  heathen  philofophers,  as  the  laft  remedy  in  di- 
ftrefe,  he  was  going  to  ftab  himfelf concluding  that  the 
prifoners  had  all  made  their  efcape,  and  that  he,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Roman  law,  (hould  be  forced  to  fuffer 
the  worft  of  punUhment  that  was  designed  for  any  of 
them  ;  efpecially  con  fide  ring  the  ftriet  charge  that  had 
been  given  him  but  the  day  before  to  fecure  Paid  and 
Silas,  ( ver .  23.) . 

28  But  Paul  perceiving  bis  wicked  defign,  and  what 
pur  him  upon  its  and  being  moved  with  a  noble  Chri- 
ftian  compaftion  toward  the  man  who  had  defpitcfully 
ufed  him,  and  with  a  holy  indignation  at  fuch  a  crimi¬ 
nal  attempt,  cried  out  aloud,  and  with  great  earned- 
nefs,  faying,  Do  not  offer  to  commit  any  a£fc  of  vio¬ 
lence  upon  yourfelf,  which  would  be  finning  again  ft 
your  own  life  and  foul  too  j  for,  though  we  have  bad 
opportunity  enough  to  have  run  away,  we  are  all  ftill 
here;  I  and  my  companion  having  no  inclination,  and 
the  reft  of  the  prifoners  no  power,  to  11  y,  God  lb  or¬ 
dering  it  for  your  fafety. 

„  29  Then  the  jailor,  calling  for  lights,  that  be  might 
look  about  him,  ran  with  all  fpeed  into  the  inner  pri¬ 
fon  ;  and  being  full  of  dread  and  horror  at  fuch  an  aw¬ 
ful  appearance  of  God,  in  favour  of  tbefe  his  fervants, 
and  againft  the  unrighteous  proceedings  of  their  ene¬ 
mies  ;  and  being  at  the  fame  time  (truck  by  an  inward 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  with  a  deep  conviction  of  his 
own  heinous  guilt,  as  a  Gnner  againft  God,  he  came 

(huddering 


,8  But  Patti 
cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  raying.  Do 
tbyt'elf  no  harm : 
for  we  are  alt 
here. 


1 ,  Then  he 
called  for  a  lijjht, 
and  iprong  in, 
and  came  trem¬ 
bling 
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bKng,  «<*  fell  lhuddering  all  over,  through  a  fenfe  of  his  danger  of 
divine  wrath ;  and,  with  hurry  and  confulion,  threw 
’  himfelf  down  at  the  feet  of  Paul  and  Silas,  as  one  that 
would  beg  their  pardon  for  his  ill-ufage  of  them,  and 
would  now  treat  them  with  the  utmolt  reverence,  and 
refign  himfelf  up  to  their  diredion,  for  the  relief  of 
his  diftrefled  and  (inful  foul. 

3o  And  brought  30  And  when  he  bad  led  them  in  a  refpedful-man- 
w*h«  ner  out  dungeon,  be,  amazed  to  think  of  the  fad 
mult  I  do  to  be  condition  he  was  in,  earneftly  in  treated  them,  faying, 
bred’  Sirs,  as  I  have  heard,  (wr,  17.)  and  a  'divine  power 

has  now  iniraculoufly  bore  witnefs  to  it,  that  ye  are  the 
Servants  of  the  mod  high  God,  to  fhew  unto  men  the 
way ‘of  falvation,  I  beg  that,  notwithftanding  all  my 
unworthioefs,  and  provocations  to  Godandyou,yc-would 
have  companion  upon  fuch  a  miferable,  guilty,  igno¬ 
rant,  helplefs  wretch  as  I  am,  and  would  tell  me,  whe¬ 
ther  there,  may  be  any  hope  for  me  ;  and  if  fo,  what  t 
mud  do  to  obtain  the  forgivenefs  of  all  my  fins,  and 
deliverance  from  the  dreadful  wrath  which  I  have  de¬ 
ferred,  and  which,  as  my  confcience  now  tells  me,  I  am 
in  the  utmoft  danger  of. 

31  Ami  they  And  as  they  rejoiced  to  find  that  his  confcience 

[he  Lord^jefo*  was  wakened,  and  that  his  chief  concern  was  about 
chrift,  and  thon  the  falvation  of  his  foul;  and  as  they  were  as  willing 
k**  !?*'  Prcacb  the  gofpcl  to  this  idolatrous  Gentile,  as  they 
uni  y honle.  jja(j  been  before  to  profelytes  of  the  gate,  (ver.  13, 

14.)  fo  they  readily  replied,  Tbe  fum  of  our  anfwer  to 
your  important  queftion  is,  that,  under  all  your  affed- 
ing  fenfe  of  ignorance,  guilt,  and  danger,  you  believe 
on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  we  preach,  as  tbe  on¬ 
ly  Saviour  of  loft  finners;  and  receive  our  teftimony 
concerning  him  with  full  aflent  and  confent  to  it,  as  di¬ 
vine,  and  fuitahle  to  your  own  wants  and  mifenes,  ac¬ 
cepting  of  him,  and  depending  upon  him,  as  your  pro¬ 
phet,  to  enlighten  you  by  his  word  and  Spirit ;  as  your 
pritfft,  to  reconcile  you  to  God  by  his  atoning  death  ; 
and  as  your  King,  to  fybdue  your  foul  to  himfelf,  hy 
his  vidorious  grace :  And  in  this  way,  not  only  you 
yourfclf,  vile  as  you  have  been,  fhall  have  all  the  falva¬ 
tion  that  you  need,  and  are  fo  defirous  of,  even  unto 
eternal  life  ;  but  your  family  alfo  fhall  be  partakers  of 
the  means;  and  be  brought  into  the  way,  and  under  the 
promife  of  falvation  *. 

31  Accor - 
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»  It  i,  not  tt>  he  fuppofed,  that,  by  virtue 
of  the  jailor* » own  faith,  all  that  were  in  hi* 
i»ufe  iii'Hild  he  tfieciually  aitd  eternally  id* 


T  E. 

ved  ;  and  therefore  the  apoftle  here  Teem*  to. 
inroad,  that  a*  the  would  hy  faith  he- 

eonte  a  true  fou  of  jLTwiaitr,  God  would 

hr  in* 
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31  Ami 'they 
fpake  unto  him 
the  word  of  the 
I,ordt  ind  to  all 
'that  were  iq  bis 
bouic. 


3  3  And  betook 
them  the  fame 
hour  of  the  night, 
and  walked  fhtir 
ftrijics;  and  was 
bapliitd, 


32  Accordingly  they  preached  the  Lord  Jefua,  and 
CaWation  through  him,  not  to  the  jailor  onlv,  but  like- 
wife  to  all  his  family,  whom  he  had  brought  together, 
in  the  greatnefs  of  his  concern  for  their  eternal  welfare, 
that  they,  as  well  as  he  himfelf,  might  hear,  and  that 
all  their  fouls  might  live,  by  means  of  the  religious  in- 
Ihu&ions  that  fhould  be  given  them. 

33  And  bis  own  heart  was,  through  divine  grace,  fo 
powerfully  imprefled  with  thefc  bltfTed  tidings,  that,  in 
love  and  gratitude  to  the  heavenly  meflengtre  who 
brought  them,  he,  with  all  fpeed,  though  it  was  fo  lats 
in  the  night,  fuppled,  deanfed,  and  drefled  their  fores 
and  fettering  wounds,  which  had  been  made  by  the  fe- 
Tere  whipping  the  day  before,  {ytr-  33.)  And  then, 
declaring  that  he  unfeignedly  believed  in  the  Lord  Je* 
fus  Chrift  for  falvation  f,  he  and  bis  whole  family  were 

immediately 
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bring  him  into  hi*  covenant,  in  which  he 
pro  mi  ted  to  be  a  God  to  him  and  to  bis  Jeed, 
(Gta,  xvik  7  }  i  but  it  wzs  not  proper  for 
the  apoftle  to  mention  this  privilege  in  thole 
tafrm*  whilft  he  was  fpeafcing  to  a  hcatbea, 
who  vu  a  ftraugcr  to  the  Old  Teftameot,  u 
he  afterward*  did  to  a  Gentile  church,  (G*A 
iii.  r,  0,  *p.)  and  a*  our  Lord  bad  intimated 
it  conicrcring  Zscthtv rj,  when  he  laid  at  his 
eonverlhm,  This  (h y  is  fih'&nsz  come  to  f£rj 
houf\  ftr  as  7i\nci  at  be  atjo  if  the  fia  of  A~ 
{Lake  p.J 

f  T‘u:rc  is  no  room  to  dcuhc,  eftnfulerirtfi 
Abraham's  chanflur,  hot  that  when  God  tint 
made  his  covenant  with  him  and  his  feed, 
and  ordered  every  male  in  his  houlc  to  bectr- 
cnmdted,  all  the  adult  males  of  hi*  family 
were  inftmfted  in  the  knowledge  a f  God,  and 
of  his  covenant,  \n  order  to  their  having  the 
lokco  of  it  applied  to  them,  as  well  a*  to  tbp 
child jrea  and  himfelf,  according  to  God's  ap¬ 
pointment,  (Gr%  xviLy, — T4,  and  uvitL ip.) 
jJirwJ  thz  fame  may  he  laid  with  vcfpcft  to  rbe 
and  their  families ;  Imce, 
a?  to  this  point,  there  was  one  law  to  the 
jyitftVi.vi  and  the  ft  rapiers,  ( Exsd.  xM.  *6, 
4p.}  and,  if  we  may  depend  on  tbe  lev*ijb 
doflors,  adult  proJelytcs,  and  their  lioufcs 
were  to  he  baptifed  by  their  own  ronfent  : 
(*tr  Ainfuearth  on  -Gen,  xviL  rv)  And 
thetefarc  us  being  iiiid,  that  Pju[  aad  Sitai 
rU  word  of  the  laird  10  the  jailin',  and 
ali  that  were  in  his  houfe,  (ver-  3*.)  when 
the  gnipr-Ufeal  of  the  covenant  was  to  be  ap- 
jdwd  tf>  hint  arid  ell  his,  U  no  more  an  argu¬ 
ment  agabft  Ms  having  had  children  that 
were  hapuled,  than  it  is  that  there  were  no 
male  infants  in  Abraham's  family  to  bo  eir- 
aimciictl,'  nor  any  infants  hi  tre  families  of 
pmiriytn  to  be  liaptmi),  as  writ  up  cirrtini- 
;  b?cauff  the  grown  peribns  in  fepih 
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were  to  he  in  ft  rafted,  before  either  of  thofe 
rites  were  to  be  applied  to  them*  a*  tbe  grown 
per  (bat  in  the  jailor**  houfe  were  Gift  to  he 
taught,  that  they  might  be  baptifcd  upon 
their  own  perJbnalprofeffioc  of  faith,  and  by 
their  own  content.  And  If  any  ftppote  that 
there  were  no  children  iq  his  houfe,  wt  m 
I,jdi(t*a  (ver,  t j, }  they  take  that  for  granted, 
which  it  is  impolGblc  to  prove  \  but  it  is  Cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  terms  houfhold%  and  J  1 ms'i 
Wr,  aH  along  in  the  Old  Tdhment,  gene¬ 
rally  include  rbe  children  of  th*  family  \  and 
If,  a*  it  is  thought  by  marry,  it  hod  been  a 
well-known,  and  long  continued  cuftotn  a* 
roeng  the  Jcvn*  to  admit  prolctytet  into  tbe 
church  of  I  frosty  bvbaptifing  them  and  their 
whole  families,  incftiGve of  their  infants,  .tee 
Ugbtf*  H^rv,  on  John  i.  *  j-)  there  is  a  pbin 
reference  to  that  cuftoro,  when  in  this  chap¬ 
ter  it  is  faid,  chat  L$&a  and  htr  Imft,  awl 
the  jailor  a>i4  all  Hi  were  baprited  :  And  it  is 
very  remarkable  in  my  account,  that  in  this 
hiftoty  of  the  A(fi  of  the  tpofttes*  God*s  to* 
venam  with  his  f&fh  and  tbAr  fi*dt  and  the 
applications  of  the  Hew  Td lament* teal  of  it 
to  children^  as  well  as  grown  perfons,  h 
llropgly  intimated^  firft  with  refpeft  to  the 
converted  Jrwf,  afterwards  to  the  prafetjtes 
of  i/'p  gfi/e,  and  then  again  to  tbe  faV- anzi 
Gr*£7tf ,  In  (t>mc  of  the  fiifl'  openings  t>f  tjje 
gnfpeMifpen&tion  among  them  rcfpeftivdy: 
As  tn  the  Jew*,  the  apoftte  Pder  called  them 
to  repent  and  be  baptited,  bccaufc  the  ftmtift 
wai  /f  them  snd  to  their  ibUdrtK^  and  raq  in 
the  liStt  drain  tofath  a*  IhnuLd  be  called  from 
among  the  Gcujte;  [Aft f*  it.  38,  39.)  A* 
to  (he  profdytii  of  the  gate*  L\Sxt  ard 
her  batftvidi  ver-  ij.  or,  as  the  fyrfar  Jus 
it,  the  children  of  her  bwf*  were  baptiferl ; 
which  Ihc'w  at  Ic^fi,  that  in  rbofc  early 
Times*  children  ufre  decked  Jufh  p±rti 


Ch.  i?i;  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  pa/apbrafed.  199 


ban  bed,  "he  tod 
-U  his j  ftralght- 
way* 


34  And  when 
he  hud  brought 
them  j  nto  nii 
hnnfc,  he  jetn^at 
before  them,  and 
re]  oicfd  t  bri  ie  v  in  g 
in  God  with  all 
Jus  haute. 


33  And  when 
it  was  day,  the 
nnpAates  tent 
the  fcrjttnffj  fay¬ 
ing  J**  thofc 

T\Kfi  gO, 


3*  And  the 
keeper  of  the 
prilbn 


immediately  baptized  ;  and  fo  were  admitted  to  ali  the 
privileges  of  the  gofpel,  and  came  under  the  firongeft 
engagements  to  be  the  Lord’s,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  God’s  covenant  with  Abraham  and  his  feed  5  in  to¬ 
ken  of  which,  both  Abraham  himfelf,  and  at]  the  ruaies, 
whether  elder  or  younger,  in  his  houfe,  were  ciicumci- 
fed.  {Cm.  xvji.  7,  9,  &e.) 

34  After  this,  in  further  teftimony  of  his  refpeft  to 

thefe  ambafladors  of  peace,  he  brought  them  into  bis 
dwelling  houfe,  and  fet  before  them  the  bell  provifions 
he  had,  to  refrefh  them,  after  their  great  fatigues  and 
fuffeiings^.  and  having  believed  in  Chrifl  as 

a  divine  Mediator,  and  in  God  as  the  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies  through  him,  according  to  the  a pn file’s  direction, 
( vtr .  3  r-J  he  *  exceedingly  rejoiced,  with  his  whole  fa¬ 
mily,  running  about,  and  exprefling  his  ecftacy  in  every 
pan  of  his  houfe,  like  one  that  leaped  for  joy. 

35  Now  on  the  next  morning,  as  foort  as  it  was  well 
day,  the  rulers  reflecting  on,  and  feeing  their  error,  in 
their  rafh  and  illegal  proceedings,  which  they  had  been 
guilty  of  againfl  Paul  and  Silas,  (ver.  22,  23.)  private¬ 
ly  fent  fome  of  their  under-officers,  called  lifters,  with 
a  meffage  to  tbe  jailor,  ordering  him  to  difeharge  the 
men  without  any  more  ado,  that  had  been  the  day  be¬ 
fore  committed  to  his  cuftody;  hoping  thereby  to  fmo* 
titer  their  male-*d  mini  drat  ion,  and  to  efcape  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  God  and  man  which  they  had  reafon  to  fear 
on  this  account  f. 

36  The  jailor,  extremely  pleafed  at  fuch  an  uncom¬ 
mon  turn  in  favour  of  thofe  who  had  been  fo  fignally 

kind 
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of  ihe  houlhcdd  as  were  haptlicd  ;  Ai 
to  idtktTMt  GfrfflVtt,  the  jailor  and  cli  bis 
were  baptjfoh  And  ir  lee  ms  highly  imprtr- 
b^hle,  that  the  jailor  and  hit  houfe  were  bap- 
tiled  by  Jmmerfion ;  finre,  as  fat  apptats, 
that  ordinance  was  alt  on  a  fodder)  admim- 
flred  to  rhcoi  federally,  while  they  were  jo 
the  prifon ;  aod  fcnee  the  mangled  condition 
ni’  Paetf  and  &7d**s  bodies,  by  means  of  their 
being  llvcicly  feourged  the  day  before,  made 
it  vety  improper,  not  tn  (ay  unfafe*  Jortoem 
to  go  at  midnight  into  *  ie  water  fn  deep,  as 
th  it  mode  of  baptifing would  oblige  them  rods, 
*  One  fenfc  that  I  have  given  of  this  pal* 
fage,  1$  according  to  Mr  Hern's  obferYatfon 
thai  it  may  lie  read,  4t  Jotriaj  i*  G$4t 

(t  rejwV i  J  ail  the  pwrj  he 

“  went  to  every  apartment  his 

Kt  joy*”  Airi  It  is  evident  that  the  weirds 
ij-aJArartff  ?  n-js'f”ivxs>f)  t  *  tj  1'itfjr  b£ 

erpirlles  only  fji  and  Itot  tiis 
JiCjiiyS  frt.tb  j^y. 
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‘I’  As  they  had  danhtUfs  heard  of  the  mi¬ 
raculous  cure  of  the  poftfled  darnfe),  (ver. 
iS,)  and  had  probably  fek  the  (hock  of  (be 
mtbqaikc,  {ver,  x6.)  eurj  perhaps  had  ro 
ceivctl  lone  account  of  the  extr^nli/iiiy 
tranfatfion  that  enfoed  upon  u  in  the  prifbn, 
(ver.  17,-34,)  they  might  juftly  fear  that 
God  wou!d  purufh  them  for  the  injuries  they 
hod  done  to  hit  iervants,  whom  he  had  fi> 
remarkably  owned.  And  33  they  had  certain-* 
ly  abated  their  Authority,  in  ordering  them 
to  be  whipped  and  impriftuicd,  without  a  1;- 
gal  trial  and  uncondcmned,  and  thac  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  religion,  which,  being;  deem¬ 
ed  10  be  (vrr.  m,  11,)  wa*  under  the 

protection  of  the  Jtoertjr  Uws,  they  Fia*i  rca- 
(on  turxprct  the  fcverdl  3nimdvt:fii:ns  Irons 
the  foperior  powers;  ind  lb  mi^ht  wdl  ^  i* 
Jraid  of  the  vengeance  both  of  God  and  min, 
uiikls  th-y  retried  i  wlaat  tlify  h^d  done. 
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pnfon  tnld  thU 
frying  tQ  Paul* 
Tw  magifl  rates 
h4Vt  fait  to  kt 
yo a  go :  now 
(her* fore  depart 
and  gp  jo  peapp, 


37  Cut  Pad 
faid  onto  them, 
THey  have  beaten 
vs  openly  uoeo  ri¬ 
de  mntd  ,  bdng 
Romihit  ,  and 
have  pad  as  into 
prilbn;  and  no yr 
do  they  ifcruft  it 
<wt  privily  ?  iwy, 

Terily;  hm  let 
them  ccnnethtra* 
Alves,  and  fetch 
tp  out. 


3ft  Andtjie  friy 
iold  thefe 
VorH;  unto  the 
uijg'.tfrare*:  and 
they  feared  when 
they  heard  that 
they  were  Ro- 

JV30$, 


'O  And  they 
Came  and  be* 
them,  and 
hroiighc  /tagout, 
aed 


kind  and  fervicezble  to  him,  and  whom  he  now  fo  aft 
fe£tionateJy  loved,  immediately  acquainted  the  apofik 
Paul  with  the  mefiage  he  bad  received,  laying.  Our  ma¬ 
gi  Antes,  that  were  fo  fevere  upon  you,  have  now  be¬ 
thought  rherafelres,  and  fent  me  orders  to  difmib  you; 
let  me  therefore  beg  of  yon  to  get  awjty  as  quietly,  and 
ps  fall  as  you  can,  that  ye  .may  improve  your  liberty 
while  ye  have  it,  left  their  minds  Ihould  foon  alter  a* 
gain  ^  and  may  all  the  bleffings  of  heaven  attend  your 
perions  and  labours  wherever  ye  go  I 

37  But  Poult  thinking  that  the  credit  of  Chriftianity, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  difciples  in  thole  parts,  required 
his  afTerting  and  vindicating  his  own  innocence,  and 
his  civil  as  well  as  religious  rights,  faid  to  the  officers 
that  brought  the  mclTage,  and  were  (landing  by,  Your 
mailers  hare,  in  an  arbitrary,  crud,  and  opprobrious 
manner,  publicly  ordered  os  to  be  beaten  with  rods, 
and  committed  us  to  jail,  as  if  we  bad  been  the  vlleft 
of  flares  and  malefaftor6,  and  that  without  fo  much  as 
hearing  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  and  what  we  had  to  lay 
for  ourfelves,  in  direft  violation  of  all  law  and  jiiflice, 
and  of  our  privileges  as  we  are  freemen  of  Rome,  (fee 
the  note'  on  chap.  xv.  22.);  and  do  they  now  pretend  in 
a  clandeftine  way,  («*£■**•«►)  to  turn  us  out,  as  if  we  had 
broke  prifon,  and  to  expel  us  their  territories,  without 
any  open  acknowledgment  of  their  fault,  and  of  our  in¬ 
nocence  ?  No,  truly  we  (hall  not  accept  of  our  liberty  up¬ 
on  fuch  inglorious  terms,  as  would  leave  a  reproach  up¬ 
on  our  characters,  and  a  rail  upon  their  tyranny ;  but  if 
they  would  acquit  themfelves  with  honour  and  equity, 
let  them  come  in  perfon,  and  difeharge  us  in  a  legal 
manner,  by  as  public  an  aft  of  their  own  as  that 
whereby  they  have  fo  unlawfully  abufed  us ;  that  all  the 
people  may  know  the  wrong  they  have  done  us, 

38  Then  (/f)  the  officers,  returning,  reported  thefe 
complaints  and  claims  of  right  to  the  magiftrates ;  and 
when  th^y  undei flood  that  the  prifoners,  whom  they 
had  abufed,  were  citizens  of  Rome,  they  were  terribly 
frightened,  left  the  indignities  they  had  put  upon  them 
Ihould  come  to  the  ears  of  their  fuperiors,  and  they 
ihould  be  puniflied  for  tranfgrcffing  the  P or  dart  lav, 
tlen  in  force,  which  exprefsly  forbids  a  Roman  citizen’s 
being  whipped  with  rods. 

39  And  as  they  feared  the  wrath  of  man  more  than 
the  wrath  of  Qod,  they  immediately,  coming  to  Paul 
and  SUas,  in  treated  them,  in  a  civil  and  courteous 
manner,  not  to  take  the  advantage  of  law  againft  them, 
but  to  pals  hy  the  injuries  they  had  done  them  ;  and, 

conducting 
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»r 


tad  defiles  them 
\o  dcpui'wt  of 

ihe  cfcjre 


40  And  tbtr 
ttcm  ora  of  ihc 
prifboj  and  en¬ 
tered  into  /fa 
iw/f  of  Lydii  i 
and  when  they 
hid  Teen  the  bre^ 
fhren,  they  cora- 
fatted  them,  ud 
departed* 


condu£Hng  them  publicly  and  refpe&fullyout  of  prHtm, 
they  begged  that  they  would  plcafie  quietly  to  accept  of 
their  liberty}  and  withdraw  from  their  city  and  jorifdic- 
tionj  that  there  might  be  no  further  difturbance  among 
them, 

40  And  as  thefe  noble  confeflbrs  were  tbos  honour* 
ably  difehargedf  and  were  men  of  a  forgiving  fpirit, 
far  from  feeking  revenge,  they  put  up  the  affront  that 
had  been  offered  to  them ;  and  peaceably  departing 
from  the  prifon,  returned  to  their  lodging  at  Lydia*s 
houfe  :  And  when  they  had  feen  their  Chriftian  com¬ 
panions,  and  the  difciples  that  had  been  made  at  Philip* 
pit  and  had  cold-  themf  for  their  comfort  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  how  wonderfully  the  Lord  had  appeared  for  them 
finee  their  confinement  j  and  when  they 

had  furthermore  exhorted  the  new  converts  to  go  on 
in  his  ways,  trufting  in  him  to  carry  them  through  all 
difficulties  and  dangers,  and  to  preferve  them  to  his 
heavenly  kingdom,  they  took  their  leave  of  them,  and 
proceeded  to  other  places,  where  he  had  further  work 
for  them  to  dp. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


What  need  have  we  nf  wifdom  front  above,  todireAus  when  to  com! eft-end 
to  the  infirmities  of  the  weak,  as  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  did  in 
circumcifiog  Timothy,  and  delivering  the  decrees  to  be  kept  •  and  when  to  af- 
fort  oar  juft  rights  aod  privileges,  civil  as  well  as  religious,  in  imitation  of  his 
noble  remon  ft  ranee  againft  the  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  proceedings  ofthema- 
iriltrates,  who,  contrary -to  aH  taw  and  juftice,  had  feourged  and  impr; Toned 
him  and  Silas  for  their  religion,  though  they  were  Romans l  And  where  ftich 
meek  and  courageous,  prudent  and  CbriAian-like  conduft  is  joined  with  a  plain 
and  faithful  preaching  of  Jalvatfon,  alone  through  the  Lord  Jefui,  how  re* 
markably  docs  God  own  it,  to  the  credit  and  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  the  in* 
creafc  of  converts,  the  comfort,  edification,  and  peace  of  the  church,  and  their 
eilabliihment  in  the  faith !  But  with  what  foveretgoty  does  he  difpoii  of  the 
miniftratioDG  of  his  fervants !  He  fulfcn  them  not  to  go  to  feme  places  to 
which  their  own  inclinations  would  have  led  them,  and  fends  them  to  others, 
where  he  has  more  work  for  them  to  do;  and  when  by  plain  hints  Of  bis 
Providence  and  Spirit,  agreeable  to  the  defigo-oflM  word,  he  points  out  their 
way  to  one  and  another  town  or  city,  they  may  affnredly  conclude,  that  he 
has  called  them  to  preach  the  gofpel  there,  and  that  it  fliall  not  be  in  vain, 
though  many  adverlaries  may  be  raifed  againft  them ;  But  how  different  is  the 
manner  of  his  gracious  operation  in  the  converiion  of  Gnnere  !  He  fweetiy  and 
gently  opens  iome  hearts,  as  he  did  Lydia' s ;  and  makes  his  way  to  others,  as 
hr.  did.  to  the  jailoi  *$,  through  fuch  terrors  as  thoroughly  awaken  their 
confciences,  .and,  like  the  earthquake,  &afce  the  foundation  of  their  carnal 
peace  and  confidence,  and  make  tficm  tremble  and  cry  out  in  deep  diftrefs, 
what  fhtll  we  do  tp  be&wd?  And ,  O  what  rich  encouragements  is  thereto 
fouls  that,  under  a  moving  fcnfe  of  their  guilt  and  danger,  are  earned  in  in¬ 
quiries  of  this  fort  1  Chrift  and  his  falvation  are  brought  nigh  to  rherr.,  that, 
MrongA  kith  in  him,  they  map  be  delivered  from  fin  and  trrath;  and  that 
their  horror  may  he  turned  into  joy.  And  when  God  is  at  work  upon  heads 
of  families,  as  they  would  fain  have  alt  under  their  care  partakers  of  the  be¬ 
nefit  with  tbemfeives  j  fo  the  promifes  of  £dvattot>  are  brought  to  their  ford, 

that 
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that  they,  and  all  theirs,  may  be  baptifed ;  and  the  licart,  that  is  opened  to 
receive  Ibe  gofpel,  opens  again  in  lovr,  rripeft,  and  kmdaefs  to  the,  (errant*  of 
thrift,  and  opens  the  houfe  to  entertain  and  lodge  them,  and  the  hand  to  waft* 
their  ftripes*  if  there  be  occafion  for  it.  O  bleffrd  gofpel,  which  has  facta  ex¬ 
cellent  cfle&s,  when  it  comes  with  power !  It  is  defigned  to  bring  help  to 
them  that  are  peri  flung  in  their  fins ;  and  lyes  dirediy  contrary  to  a!)  the  late- 
refcs  of  the  devil,  though  be  ts  fomc times  forced  to  ovo  that  it  is  of  God  y  but 
as  it  needs  no  teflimoay  from  that  deceiver  of  fouls,  fo  his  power  h  defeated, 
and  his  captives  are  fet  free  by  its  means :  And  yet,  alas  1  bow-  does  a  worldly, 
frififii  fpirit  oppofc  its  great  and  glorious  defign,  and  its  faithful  preachers,  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  maintaining  public  peace  !  And  with  what  fury  does  a  per- 
fecutiug  temper  run  out  againft  them,  tiU  either  the  fear  of  man  redraws  it,'  or 
the  fear  of  God  changes  it  l  But  ChW(t  will  fupport  and  honour  his  fuffering 
frrvants ;  he  will  give  them  fuch  inward  coufblations,  as  Hull  make  them  Ting 
for  joy,  even  in  dungeons  and  the  flocks,  and  under  wounds  and  reproaches 
for  bis  Name’s  tike;  and  he  will  vindicate  their  character,  and  bring  about  their 
deliverance  in  an  honourable  way,  that  they  may  be  at  liberty  to  go  on  with  the 
work  he  further  calls  them  to,  and  that  bis  people  may  be  comforted. 


CHAP.  XVII. 

Paul  arrives,  and  preaches  at  Thefiilortjca,  where  feme  believe^  and 
others  persecute  bimt  i p.  Sc  goes  to  Berta,  and  preaches  with 
good  fuccefs  there f  tilt  the  perfecuting  Jews  follow.  bimt  and  drive 
him  from  thence ,  to, — 14,  He  it  conducted  to  Athens,  where  he 
preaches  Jefut  and  the  refurreRimt  and  dif putts  with  the  heathen 
pbihfiphers  againfi  idolatry 1  and feveral perfons  are  converted*  15, 
“3* 


Teir. 

MOW,  when 
11  they  had  paf- 
fed  tm-nuyh  Am- 
puipolUtaii4l  Ap- 

pobonia  ,  thry 

came  to  Thcfla- 
Ion  tea,  where  was 
a  fyn3gogue  of 
the  Jewt. 


x  And  Paul, 
as  bi>  mutinfr 
was,  went  in  onto 

them, 

/ 


Paraphrase* 

XjO  W  wHen  Paul  *,  with  Silas  and  Timothy,  (ver. 

15.)  had  travelled  from  Philippi  through  the  Greci¬ 
an  cities  of  rfmpbipolis  f  and  Jppclkniay  they  arrived  at 
Thejfahnica >  which,  according  to  the  fignilication  of  it# 
name,  was  fo  called  on  account  of  the  viGory  obtained 
by  Philip  of  Macedon  over  the  Tbejfalians,  and  was  the 
metropolis  of  the  province  of  Macedonia,  (fee  the  note 
011  chap.  jc?L  12.)  where  the  Jems  were  very  numerous, 
and  had  fynagogues,  at  which  they  ufed  to  aflemble  for 
religious  worfhip, 

2  And  that  they  might  not  complain  of  being  nc  gleft- 
ed,  or  of  the  Gentiles  being  preferred  before  them,  the 
apoftls  Pauli  according  to  his  conftant  cuflom,  where 
there  wer zjemijb  fynagogues,  fiffl  of  all  repaired  thi¬ 
ther  \  and  bccaufc  on  their  fabbaths  there  was  the  great- 

eft 


NOTES.  ■ 

%  frtrrs  ro  batt  been  at  Pblfippif  and  (chip.  ix.  r,  After  which  he  confatidy 
to  have  mmmiied  in  thoje  pins,  travelling  life*  it  at  the  end  of  tl*  hittory. 
about  I  rum  place  to  place  amonjj  the  churches,  f  Atnpbrpttis  h  fuppofetl  to  be  Jb  tillfd, 
fill  the  a poftle  returned  to  this  Cttyaj^m;  bcratife,  as  Thncj&drT  fells  ut,  {UK  W*  p.  jat.j 
for  hn-*  he  leaves  oft  fpeaklng  of  himfcJf  as  the  river  Strymnt  on  which  it  was  filQjtcd, 
one  of  J\i5fPs  company,  and  docs  not  refiimc  to  rouxd  /Jj;  rx r  xtKiv) 

that  ttde  dll  wc  find  them  together  there ; 
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them,  ud  tbr«  eft  concouife  of  people,  he,  for  three  of  thofe  days  fnc- 
££?tbh*£  ceffively,  took  abundance  of  pains  in  dtfcourfing  and 
oat  of  the  Scrip-  arguing  with,  them  from  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  Tel- 
turn.  t ament,  for  yhich  they  profeffed  to  have  the  higheft  ve¬ 

neration. 


I  Opening  tnd 
■hedging  that 
Chrift  molt  needs 
have  fo  fifed,  an  & 
rifen  tgiiin  from 
the  dead :  and 
that  this  Jribs 

whom  I  preach 
unto  you ,  is 
thrift* 


4  And  fome 
of  cbem  Jbdiev- 
ed*  md  cenfortetl 
with  Paul  and 
and  of  the 
devout  Grtdti  4 
multitude* 
aiuL  of  the  chief 
women  not  a  few* 


3  The  main  fcope  of  'bis  preaching  among  them* 
was  to  explain  thofe  infptred  and  prophetic  writings  in 
their  reference  to  Chrift,  and  to  (hew  from  thence* 
that  the  Mclliah*  promifed  to  the  Jewty  was  not  to  be 
a  temporal  prince*  as  they  fondly  expeOed*  but  a  cru¬ 
cified  Saviour*  how  much  foever  they  might  be  preju¬ 
diced  again#  him  on  that  account;  and  that*  accord¬ 
ing  to  thofe  anrient  predictions,  it  was  necdTary  that 
the  Mefliah  fhould  undergo  the  fevereft  fufferings*  even 
unto  death*  for  the  expiation  of  fin,  and  fbould  rife  a> 
gain  with  triumph  from  the  dead*  for  the  vindication 
of  his  character*  and  the  advancement  of  bis  perfon  to 
his  throne  and  kingdom  at  the  Father's  right  band*  as 
he  himfelf  had  declared*  ( Luke  xxiv.  26*  27.)  and  foe 
the  j uftification  of  them  that  believe  in  him*  (Rom.  iv. 
25.)  And  then  the  apoftle  demonltrated*  that  all  thefe 
things  had  been  punctually  fulfilled  in  that  very  Jefus* 
and  in  no  other*  whom*  faid  he,  I  preach  to  you  as  the 
only  Saviour ;  and  that  therefore  he  mu#  needs  be  the 


true  MefFish. 

4  And  thefe  difeourfes  were  delivered  and  attended 
with  fuch  evidence  and  power  of  the  Spirit*  that  feme 
of  the  Jews  were  perfuaded  and  enabled,  hy  divine 
grace,  to  receive  the  gofpel*  mt  as  the  word  of  men> 
but  f  as  it  is  in  truth)  the  word  of  God,  which  worked 
fo  effectually  in  themf  that  they  believed  in  the  Lord  Je¬ 
fus,  as  the  Chrift  of  God*  (1  Thejf,  ii,  13.) ;  and  there- 
npen  adhered  to  Paulznd  Silas embracing  the  dodrine 
they  preached*  and  aflociating  with  them*  {•'rwwx^ps*- 
««)  as  perfens  that  were  joined  to  them  by  a  gracious 
lot,  under  the  difpofal  of  a  divine  choice*  (1  Tbejf.  i. 
4,  5.)  The  like  happy  change  was  alfo  wrought  upon  a 
great  multitude  of  religious  Greeks ,  and  on  no  fmall 
numherpf  women  of  diftirction  among  them,  who,  as 
profelytes  of  the  gate*  attended  fy nagogue-woi fli i p 

5  Bot 


N  O  T  E. 


*  Though  our  hirtoriati,  whp  aimed  at 
bn-vitfh  and  not  at  crfruta’inn,  fptitk&onJy 
of  Paul* s  preaching  to  the  Jt"wi  for  three 
fjbbatb  days*  and  of  the  ronrtriion  of  many 
of  them,  u>ri  of  the  pfofciyiCf  of  ihe  gate, 
(fee  tiie  ticte  ihi  rbji,  xtii*  >y.J  and  takes  no 
injtk«  cf  cftiiwrfi'jrf  from  among  the  idoh* 
rnns  Grvtiks  nt  T.br$al*zsmt  as  having  re* 
cvrtM  of  ib*t  jgrt  id  Jcicnl  other  pla¬ 


ces,  especially  where  he  him&if  was  prefeat 
as  an  eye-witnefs,  which  he  was  rmt  ^rue  ; 
yet  it  fctins  evident,  that  the  apllic  ftaid  ^ 
eonfidmUe  time  longer  at  this  etty,  and  ihet 
he  preached  abundantly  the  idcUirOtii  Gen*' 
t/fi,  many  cf  which  were  converted  lifce* 
vile  by  that  means  t  For  he  fprjb  of  the 
zs  having  £irt  m:ct  aid  tig&n  in  his 
during  hi*  "abode  at  Tht/ZiStutr** 
.?*  *<■*{* 
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S  Got  the  Jew* 
which  believed 
not,  moved  with 
tnif,  took  unto 
[hemctrtaiukwd 
klWs  of  the  hi* 
&t  ion,  and  ga¬ 
thered  a  compa¬ 
ny,  and  Get  tilths 
City  on  anvprore, 
and  a  Suited  the 
bon  fit  of  Jafon, 
and  fought  10 
bring  them  ode 
to  the  people 


4  A«d  when 
they  foutjil  them 
not,  they  drew 

Jain  nt  and  certain 
rtthieo ,  unto 
the  rulers  of  the 
dty  ,  crying  , 
Thefe  that  have 
turned  the  voHd 
upJide  down  ut 
cumc  hither  lift ; 


y  Vhom  Jafon 
hath  received  t 
ami  thefe  all  do 
enutrtry*  to  the 
decrees  of  Cefv, 
faying, 


5  But  tbofe  Jev)i>  who,  being  left  to  themfelves,  ob- 
ftioately  per  fitted  in  their  unbelief,  were  filled  with  en¬ 
vious  indignation  at  the  fuccefs  of  PouP s  preaching, 
when  they  faw  fo  many  embrace  the  gofpel,  and  fome 
of  their  own  countrymen  among  them  ;  and  therefore 
con  fulling  with,  and  getting  together,  a  company  of 
rude,  profligate,  and  vulgar  fellows,  the  very  feum  of 
the  mob,  that  were  the  fitteft  of  all  others  to  feive  tbeir 
vile  and  malicious  purpofes,  they  made  a  riot  in  the  ci¬ 
ty,  to  the  great  difturbance  and  terror  of  its  inhabitants ; 
and  going  to  the  boufe  of  Jdfon,  where  the  a  pottle  and 
his  companions  lodged,  {ver.  7.)  they  befet  it  in  a  mu¬ 
tinous  manner,  and  demanded  his  delivering  them  up, 
that  they  might  pull  them  out,  and  expofe  them  to  the 
fury  of  all  the  populace. 

6  But  (A)  milling  of  them,  who  had  withdrawn  to 
fome  other  place,  they  feized  upon  Jafon7  the  mailer 
of  the  family,  and  fome  others  of  his  brethren  in  Chrift 
that  were  with  him,  and  dragged  them  away  to  the 
Roman  magiftrates,  who  had  the  government  of  the  ci¬ 
ty  in  their  bands;  and,  to  make  the  Chriftians  appear 
as  odious  and  ohnoxious  as  poflible,  they  cried  out,  with 
rage  and  clamour,  againft  the  apoftle  and  his  aflbeiates^ 
who  were,  in  reality,  the  great  inflniments  of  reforming 
mankind.  The  men  that  have  been  fo  infamous  for  Itir- 
ring  up  fedition,  deftroying  alt  peace  and  order,  and 
throwing  the  world  into  dreadful  confufion,  by  preten¬ 
ding  to  letup  a  new  religion,  wherever  they  have  been  \ 
rheie  notorious  incendiartes  are  now  lb  bold  and  daring, 
as  to  come  even  to  this  great  metropolis,  to  Ipread  their 
peftilcntial  herefies,  and  make  the  like  dilturbance  a- 
mong  us  here, 

7  Thefe  dangerous  men  has  Jafm  encouraged  and 
.countenanced,  entertained  and  harboured  at  bis  houfe: 
And  all  their  followers,  fome  of  which  are  now  brought 
before  you,  are  fo  difaffeQed  to  the  government,  that 
they  go  into  treafonable  principles  and  przfUces  againft 
the  emperor;  and  in  dire£t  contradifUon  to  bis  laws, 
which  forbid  any  one’s  taking  the  title  of  king  without 
his  leave,  they  preach  up,  and  profefe  to  own  another 
.perfon  undet  that  royal  chandler,  that  has  no  legal  pre- 

tenfions 


NOTH, 

(Phil  iv.  i(S.)  anti  In  hi*  Grit  cpiftlc  to  the  Jtvtagand  true  find  t?  i ua*t  for  bij  Sc* 
ThctfiIenL**ttt  which  w as  wrote  within  tbunt  /nun  kdirnr,  utbotn  be  railed  from  the  dead  ; 
«  utter  he  had  been  with  them,  and  was  and  that  the  number  of  thefe  was  fo  £rcjlt 
tht  firfl  epiftte  that  he  font  to  any  chord),  Sc  at  to  oetafco  the  fprtaiing  abroad  at  their 
apptan  th*t  hr  laboured  mghl  aad  day  ait#ng  faith  Gad  ward  U  tvtrj  chap.  I.  8, — 

tAf  v,  (chap,  ii*  p,)  and  that  the  member*  to.  /See  Dr  Benfon’a  tdfisrj  of  the  firfi  plant- 
of  that  chvrrh  moftly  confilVed  of  inch  <?«-  i«jf  oj  (Be  Chrijliaa  reSf fw,  to!*  Ii.  p. 
til fj,  as  tamed  to  God  jrtm  idds  IP  Jcrvc  (bo  ptf.) 
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f»ywg,t. .  JO**  tenfions  to  it ;  even  one  Jcfua,  whom  they  firft  fet  up 
^  for  king  of  the  Jews,  and  afterwards  proclaimed  him 
Lord  of  o/fj  ( chap.  x.  36.)  in  oppoCdon  to  Cafar^  to 
whom  alone  oor  allegiance  is  due. 

s  And  they  8  This  aCcufationof  fuch  high  crimes  and  mifdemea- 
trooldrf  the  pco-  tiours  alarmed  the  common  people  and  the  magiftrates, 
onhc  city!  -hr*  who  were  exceedingly  concerned  at  the  hearing  of  thofe 
they  bewd  theft  fuggeftlons}  iome  being  afraid  left  the  good  men  fhould 
thing*.  be  fuppreffed  3  others,  left  a  rebellion  Ihouldbe  foment¬ 

ed  ;  and  others  being  in  great  perplexity  of  mind,  as 
not  knowing  what  to  make  of  thefe  things,  or  what 
they  might  come  to. 

they  had  *.t«  9  And  the  magistrates  thinking  it  their  duty  to  rx- 

ftcutity  of  Jaibn,  amine  more  clofely  into  the  matter,  and  finding  that 
th*1  Cbriftiaus  fpoke  of  Jefus  as  their  Lord  and  K.ing, 

*  **  ®°’  who  was  gone  to  heaven,  and  exalted  on  his'  throne 

there,  which  no  way  thteatned  Cafar*s  rights  and  do¬ 
minion,  they  only  bound  Jafon  and  his  brethren  over 
to  their  good  behaviour,  and  took  bail  for  their  appear¬ 
ance,  if  called  fort  and  then  difmilled  them,  aa  appre¬ 
hending  no  danger  from  them. 

brtth rrt^n lm ii!e!  10  ®ut  (*)  the  Cbriftian  brethren,  that  had  been 
dUudy  fert  awiy  converted  at  that  place,  were  fo  affectionately  concern- 
p»ul  and  SiUt  by  ed  for  the  fafety  of  Paul  and  Silos  ^  and  fo  apprehensive 
wjfo 1  UM<i t*,e'r  con“n8  into  trouble,  that  they  fent  them  away 
rL°  wnt'^inio  with  all  fpeed,  and,  for  the  better  concealment,  in  the 
ihc  fyn-goguc of  night,  to  a  neighbouring  town  or  city,  called  Berea;. 
ihe  Jew*.  who,  upon  getting  thither,  were  fo  far  from  being  dif- 

heartened  hy  the  fpiteful  treatment  of  the  Jrws  at  Theffa- 
loniea*  or  from  refuting  to  have  any  thing  more  to  do 
with  that  fort  of  people,  either  through  refentment,  or 
through  fear  of  meeting  with  the  like  ill  ufage  from 
them  again,  that  they  went,  as  ufual,  to  the  fynagogue, 
to  preach  Chrift  to  the  Jews  and  profdytes  (ver,  12.) 
that  met  there. 

11  Thefe  were  1 1  Xhefe  Jcivs  were  of  more  fublime  and 

noble  birth,  as  being  bom  of  God  *3  and  fo  were  of  a 

more 

NOTE. 

*  As \bcn  were  Joubilcft  font  good  peo-  and  10  be  deeply  c^eerncj,  that  they  might 
pk  among  flic  Jews  of  this  age:  I  fee  no  hoc  be  mlftakco,  i*r  upon,  in  the 

reafnn  to  apprehend,  but  that  ihde  noble  molt  important  pints,  rvUimg  to  the  Mef- 
Bfwtj  were  of  a  indy  religion*  fpdrii,  ae*  f«b,  and  the  i'*kat?on  of  ihtir  fouls,  an rt  yrt 
conit  ng  to  their  light,  before  Paul  preached  heartily  wilting  10  receive  Chrift,  upon  find* 
to  them  f  iiftti  ilirrdort,  by  ihc  Ononirring  ing  ihatthetlur^ckn;,  oniVr  which  the  Met* 
iibimination  and  influence  of  tie  Holy  Ghoft,  fijh  was  let  forth  in  amUnr  projduiey,  were 
they  cheerfully  embraced  Chriil,  as  fooo  as  vtrifird  in  him  j  uti-.l  the  whole  aitoun',  here 
he  was  revealed  to  them-  For  I  think  we  no  gircn  of  them,  U  Ifcdi  as  might  be  rapped 
where  meet  with  a  fet  ofJnrst  that  were  (6  from  prefons,  whofc  hearts  were  already  turn- 
urft  affc£kd  to  the  gofpet,  at  its  firft  propu-  cti  to  God,  through  the  pro:n:fl4  MefliJi, 
fa  I  to  them  as  thole-  They  fcemed  to  be  dell  and  now  rcjr-?c?d  to  find  tiu:  Jclbs  tras  the 
acquainted  with  the  Jcripturci,  mid  to  pay.*  Ciriftt  and  aceoi  Jingiy  were  converted  to 
coafHvuiious  regard  to  their  divine  aiithtfriiy,  tiiun 
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more  oable  than 
thoit  irt  Tbtfla* 
bnica,  in  that 
they  rectlrrd  the 
ward  with  4] J  m- 
djneft  0/  mind, 
and  icatthed  the 
fetiptares  daily, 
vhrtlicr  ibcjfe 
things  were  fo. 


1*  Therrfote 
nuy  of  them 
believed;  alfc  of 
honourable  wo¬ 
men  which  were 
Greets,  and  of 
men  not  a  few* 


n  Out  when 
the  Jew*  ofTJief- 
falvrica  had 
knowledge  that 
[be  word  of  God 
vjt$  preached  of 
Pan!  at  Berea, 
they  came  Jhtthcr 
alb,  and  fiiited 
wp  the  people. 


>4  And  then 
immediately  the 
brethren  feut  a- 
wiy  Paul,  to  go 
•a  it  woe  to  toe 
JSn: 


more  open,  frank,  and  generous  fpirit,  than  thofe  at 
Thejfalonicat  who  were  indeed  the  children  of  the  devil, 
while  they  boafted  of  having  Abraham  for  their  fathci : 
For  the  Lord  opening  their  hearts,  as  he  did  the  heart 
of  Lydia)  {chap.  xvi.  14.)  they  laid  aiideall  prejudices, 
and  attended  with  uprightnefs,  diligence,  and  candour, 
to  that  gofpcl  which  was  preached  to  them,  and  em¬ 
braced  it  with  all  eagemefs  and  cbearfulnefs  of  mind : 
{/uia  rant  rphtu* r)  And  that  they  might  not  take  things 
upon  cruft,  by  an  implicit  faith,  and  be  deceived  in 
matters  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  they  carefully  and 
frequently,  not  only  on  the  fabbath-days,  but  likcwife 
on  other  days  all  the  week  long,  read,  examined,  and 
ftudied  the  meaning  of  the  Old  Teftament-  prophecies 
concerning  the  expctled  Mefliah;  and  compared,  what 
they  found  there,  with  Poufs  dotlrine  concerning  Jcfus 
Cbfift,  and  falvation  alone  by  him'}  that  they  might 
judge  whether  the  things  he  declared  to  them  were 
of  divine  authority,  anfwerable  to  former  revelations  of 
God's  mind  and  will,  or  not. 

12  And  many  of  them,  being  fadsfied  by  the  light 
and  grace  of  theblefled  Spirit,  who  adi (led  their  inqui¬ 
ries,  that  wbat  Paul  delivered  harmonized  with  antieot 
predictions,  they  believed  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
the  only  true  Mefliab,  and  Saviour  of  tinners  3  as  did 
alio  feveral  ladies  of  quality,  that  were  devout  Gentiles 
by  religion,  as  well  as  Greeks  by  birth,  and  a  con  fid er- 
ahle  number  of  men  of  fome  note,  who  were  likcwife 
profelytea  of  the  gate. 

13  But  (!t)  when  the  unbelieving  and  inveterate 
Jaut  at  7  bejfalmica.  were  informed  that  the  gofpel  of 
the  grace  of  God  was  preached  by  the  apoflle  Paul, 
with  great  fuccefs,  at  Berea,  as  it  had  been  at  their 
own  city,  their  vexation  and  envy  rofe  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  purfued  him  thither;  and,  like  the  unwearied 
and  fpiteful .  agents  of  the  devil,  who  is  an  implacable 
enemy  to  the  kingdom  and  glory  of  Chrift,  and  the 
good  of  immortal  fouls,  ufed  all  poflible  methods  of 
calumny  and  fallhood,  to  incenfe  the  mob,  and  fpirit 
up  an  iofurre&ion  againtt  the  apoltie. 

14  Then  the  Cbrittian  converts,  who  loved  as  bre¬ 
thren,  apprehending  danger  of  an  afiault  upon  Paul, 
under  the  management  of  thofe  furious  Jemijb  zealots, 
immediately  conveyed  him  out  of  the  city,  ad vi ling 
him  to  take  the  road  that  led  to  the  fea-fide*  as  though 
he  defigned  to  get  out  of  their  way,  by  going  a  fhip* 
hoard,  to  prevent  their  further  fearebing  and  inquiring 

after 


Ow  xiiu  ‘ 

tea  ;  but  Situ  and 
Timcihca*  tbo dc 
tlitreftill 


tj  And  they 
that  conduOed 
Paul  brought  hito 

taioAlhtcii  uid, 
receiving  a  rom- 
rn  and  merit  unco 
Sitae  and  Time- 
then*  for  to  come 
to  him  vrilh  alt 
fpeol,  they  de- 
paticd. 


■  Id  Now,  while 
Fndl  waited  for 

them  at  Athens* 
hU  fpirit  ww 

JHrrcd  in  him, 
wticn  he  law  the 
oty  wholly  giyco 
to  idolatry : 


H  Therefore 
difputod  he  in 
the  fytiagogoe 
utth  the  Jews, 
and  ui:h  the  de- 
vout  perfon*,  and 
in  the  market 
drtly  with  them 
that  met  with 
him. 


iB  Then  ctr* 
tmiu  philofrpher* 

of 
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after  him :  But  Stlat  and  Timothy  (hid  behind  at  Berio, 
as  persons  that  were  leis  obnoxious  than  the  apoftle,  and 
might  be  fciriceablc  for  confirming  the  dUciples  that 
bad  been  made  there,  till  they  Ihould  receive  orders  to 
follow  bim  to  fome  other  place. 

15  And  as  Paul  fooned  quitted  that  road,  under  the 
direction  of  Providence,  the  btethren,  that  fet  out  with 
him,  accompanied  and  a  {lifted  him  in  his  long  journey 
of 'between  two  and  three  hundred  miles  to  Athens,  the 
moil  renowned  city  of  Greece,  and  the  chief  feat  of 
learning  in  the  famous  uoiverfity  there,  to  which  mul¬ 
titudes  teforted  from  all  countries  for  education  in  the 
liberal  arts  and  fciences :  And  then  thefe  brethren  took 
their  leave  of  him,  and  returned  to  Berea ,  with  orders 
to  Silas  and  Timothy  to  follow  him,  as  foon  as  poffible 
thither. 

1 6  Now  while  Paul  was  waiting  at  Athens  for  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  his  fellow-labourers,  and  whilft  he  was  narrow¬ 
ly  irifpecting  the  religion  and  manners  of  the  people, 
that  he  might,  the  better  adapt  his  difeourfes  to  their 
peculiar  circum (lances,  his  foul  within  him  was  thrown 
inro  a  (Irong  commotion  {*■»£*  fun**}  between  compaf- 
fionate  grief,  holy  indignation,  and  fervent  zeal  for  tbe 
glory  of  God,  when  he  obferved  how  entirely  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  city  in  general,  under  ail  their  high 
pretences  to  wifdom  and  learning,  were  addi&ed  to  tbe 
worlhtpping  of  idols ;  their  being  more  ftatues  of  va¬ 
rious  heathen  gods  here,  than  in  all  Greece  befides. 

17  Therefore,  in  tbe  greatneb  of  bis  concern,  and 
yet  with  mceknefs  of  wjCdoro,  he  beginning,  as  ufual, 
firft  with  the  Jrun  and  profelytes  of  the  gate,  went  to 
the  fynagogue,  where  they  met  for  the  worftiip  of  God, 
renouncing  tbe  idolatry  which  reigned  in  that  city}  and 
there  he  preached  to  them  the  gofpelof  lalvation  alone  by 
Jefus  Ch lift,  explained  tbis  glorious  and  important  doc¬ 
trine,  proved  its  divine  authority,  recommended  it  ro 
their  acceptance,  and  anfwered  their  objections  againft 
it ;  And  afterwards  he  took  daily  opportunities  of  dik 
courting  ahout  a  rifeo  Saviour,  [ver.  18.)  to  any  that 
he  could  meet  with,  In  places  of  the  greateft  concourfe 
for  civil  commerce. 

18  Hereupon,  feveral  of  the  heathen  philofophers  of 
two  famous  fe£h,  whole  tenets  in  various  particulars 
were  contrary  to  each  other,  and  who,  notwithstanding 
all  their  pretences  to  wifdom,  knew  not  God,  united 
in  their  oppofition  to  the  apottie,  and  to  his  do&rins : 
Some  of  thefe  were  Epicureans,  fo  called  from  Epicu¬ 
rus 
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of  the  Epittj  * 
scans,  and  of  the 

fitOTtk$,  tOCOQti* 

lensd  him ;  and 
f»m«  {aid,  What 
will  this  babbler 
fcjr  ?  other  tome* 
He  fiemeth  co  be 
a  (fa  ter  forth  of 
Orange  gpdf ;  be- 
ciHiehe  preached 
unco  them  Jefui, 
and  the  tefurrcc- 
lion. 


ip  And  they 
took  him,  and 
brought  him  onto 
Areopagus,  fay* 
ifig,Mey  wekoow 
whit  this  new 
doQrioc,  where¬ 
of 


rut  their  founder  *  :  And  others  were  Stoickt,  fo  called 
from  their  meeting  tn  the  Stoa,  which  fignifies  the  porch 
or  portico,  in  which  they  had  their  l'cbool  at  Atbcnt  f : 
Among  thefe,  forae  faiti  of  Paul,  in  a  way  of  derifirai, 
contempt,  and  fcorn,  What  would  this  little  defpicablc 
animal  t,  this  trifling,  empty,  and  prating  dealer  in 
vain  words  pretend  to  ?  What  would  he  fay  to  us,  or 
hare  us  believe  ?  and  others  of  them  cried  out  with 
indignation.  He  appears  to  ns  to  have  no  other  viev, 
than  to  introduce  forae  foreign  demons  «►)  s- 

mongft  us,  which  we  hare  never  received,  nor  heard 
of  before :  And  the  reaibn  of  their  (9  thinking  war, 
becaufe  he  preached  Jefos  the  Saviour  to  them  under 
divine  characters  j  and  fpoke  of  his  refurre&ion  as  a 
divine  alteration  to  him,  by  the  lad  of  which,  {*««",') 
their  fbotifti  minds  being  darkened  as  to  fpiritual  things, 
they  feemed  to  nnderltand  him  to-mean  fuch  a  fort  of 
goddefs,  as  they  themfelves  reckoned  Modify,  Fame , 
and  tbe  like  to  be,  which  they  owned  for  deities,  and 
erected  altars  to,  as  fuch. 

19  And  that  the  apolUe  might  have  a  full  hearing, 
and  things  might  be  brought  to  fome  iflue,  they  took 
him  along  with  them  to  their  fupreme  court  of  judica¬ 
ture,  in  the  forum,  called  Ariopagm  which  was  Cle¬ 
ared  on  an  eminence,  and  in  which  tbe  fenators,  who 
from  thence  were  called  Areepagitcs,  lat  and  judged  of 
all  matters,  relating  to  religion  and  their  gods,  as  well 
as  to  civil  concerns :  And  a  great  number  of  philofo- 
phers  having  gathered  about  him  there,  they  examined 
him,  faying,  If  the  novel  tenets,  which  you  go  about 
to  introduce  and  propagate  among  the  people,  are  ifet 
to  be  kept  as  fecrets,  like  the  myfteries  of  oar  gods, 

will 


N  O 

m  Epiatrui  held  that  the  world  v»  made 
by  e  tribal  concotufe  of  atoms;  that  God 
neither  created  dot  eovtra*  it*  nor  concern* 
huufeir  about  the  amir*  of  mankind  ;  that 
thrir  god*  were  or  human  fhape ;  ilut  plea¬ 
sure  is  the  chief  good ;  and  that  there  are  no 
reward;  or  puDtibmcDU  after  death. 

f  Tbe  S&kh  wm  mocAroufly  proud  and 
ieLf<oocei(edt  as  thinking  their  wile  men  e- 
qnal  to  God  himfelf,  and  held  that  matt ct 
wu  eternal,  and  that  the  world  was  God ; 
th*t  a  man1*  chief  happtneft  Lay  in  living  ac¬ 
cording  to  nature  and  seafoo ;  that  all  things 
were  fubjttt  to  htind  and  irrdittiUe  fate ;  and 
that  there  poflibiy  might  be  a  future  Hate  of 
reward*  and  ptooifluneats*  though  thrir  no* 
tiuot  were  exceedingly  abTard,  confofed,  and 
Uuftttlcd  about  it. 

|  This  bMUr  (*  koAoc  wTm,)  is  obferwj 
by  the  critics  Co  Ik  a  term  of  the  utmoft 


r  E  S. 

tempt,  in  alto  lion  to  a  little  worth  lei*  chat* 
term?  bird,  that  pled  to  pick  op  the'  feed* 
which  were  {battered  in  the  market-place. 

IArttpcptiy  fays  Mr  SbaciJMt  wan  *u 
emeu  court,  confiding,  according  to  the 
different  cktunftuKts  of  thrir  government » 
fboictimct  of  toore^  and  at  other*  of  fewer 
judges :  Its  origin  J  n  amber  was  twelve;  hut 
afterwards  uinercried  ra  three  hundred :  It 
had  the  cognizance  of  all  caiifcs  that  more 
particularly  ooncemed  the  welfare  of  tBefbte ; 
and  under  this  bead  all  innovation*  in  re!i^ 
gum  were,  in  time,  brought  before  the  jud¬ 
ges  of  it*  Sxrflti*  wj*  condemned  by  then* 
&>r  holding  opinion*  contrary  to  the  religion 
of  hjs  country ;  and  the  apoftle  JW  femur;* 
have  been  questioned  before  them  about  HIt 
dofoioef,  bring,  thought  to  be  a  fetier  font 
of  itrangc  gods*  Ccntitft-  ef {w*  #nd  pre/- 
vol*  IL  p. 


of 

it  l  . 


to  Poy  thou 
hringeft  cert  tin 
(Inngte  ’thiiagr  to 
rarcwiwtmU 
know  therefore 
wfaat  tide  things 


x:  (For all  the 
Athenians,  and 
ftnngcra  which 
were  there,  (pent 
their  tune  in  no¬ 
thing  die  but 'Ci¬ 
ther  to  tefl  or  to 
hear  hut-  new 

thing.) 
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will  you  be  fo  frank  as  to  acquaint  us  plainly,  and  With¬ 
out5  difguifey  Wbat  they  are,  that  we  may  form  Tome 
judgment  about  them? 

xoFbr'you  have  rented  fueh  furprifirigly  odd  and  un¬ 
accountable  notions'  in  our  beating,  as  we  are  utter 
Arangers  to,  and  never  met  with  in  all  our  eonverfation* 
or  readings  before;  nor  do  we  know  whatfcto  make 
of  them  i  We  therefore  would  -  fain  have  you  further 
explain  yburfelf,  and  tell  us  freely  what  you  mean  by 
therm 

ll  This  they  laid,  not  from  a  define  of  getting' aiiy 
good  by  hitf.doArine,  but  to  gratify  their  vaiucuriofity  ; 
for  the  natives  of  Athens  in  general,  and  the  foreign-1 
ers  that  came  thither  for  learning,  were  mighty  news¬ 
mongers,  exceeding  fond  of  new  flories  and.  rev 
fchemes;  and  fo  trifling  were  they  in  thttr  tempers* 
and  la  their  purfnita  of  knowledge,  that  they  ufually 
wafted  their  precious  time  in  mere  novelties,  that  did 
not-concern  thcmfelves;  feme  in  telling,  and  others  in 
liftening  to  things,  that  were  never  heard  of  among  them 
before;  as  if  true  wifdom  and  nnderflanding  confided 
in  nothing  elfe,  and  were  to  be  obtained  and  propaga¬ 
ted  by  no  other  means. 

ax  TbenfW  ftanding  up  in  the  midft  of  the  court 
of  the  Aredpagitei ,  furrounded  with  fenators,  philofo- 
phersy  and  numerous  fpeftators,on  the  top  of  Mars- hill , 
addreffed  them,  with  a  noble  freedom  and  courage,  in 
an  admirable  fpeech  of  the  following  purport,  O  ye  A- 
tbenianif  of  all  ranks  and  degrees,  wbo  are  fo  highly  re*, 
lebrated  for  wifdom  and  learning,  fmee  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  being  in  your  famous  city,  I  cannot  butob- 
ferve  that  yc  are  greater  devotion  ill*  more  addiAed 
to  the  worflup  of  demons,  who  are  by  nature  no  gods, 
and  (tWwMwpw)  more  inclined  to  fuperftition,  than 
any  other  people  that  I  ever  met  with,  as  appears  by 
the  vaft  multitude  of  idolatrous  ftatues  which  are  to  be 
feen  every  where  among  you,  and  from  your  own  con- 
felled  ignorance,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the  God  who  a- 
lone  ought  to  be  worfliipped. 

a 3  For  as  I  palled  along  in  your  flreets,  and  took  no¬ 
tice  of  what  deities  ye  adore;  I  fpied  an  attar,  which 
bears  an  infenption,  intimating  that  it  was  dedicated 
tQ  the  utth/uwn  Ccd-\,  which  is  a  pta&ical  acknowledg¬ 
ment 

if  o  T  E  ». 

*  I  ban  taken  in  both  Mr  Mt&'s  Ltrdtrr't  creiH^fy  of  tlx  gif?-  Hfi.  chap.  viti. 

knit  of  ihc  woH  rnx»rfjp»rxr  u  CgnifxiiTg  p.  4 1  x ,  4 1 

demon-wor&ip ;  and  Ur  Lariatr’t  ienic  of  +  Soiue  fappofc  (hat  the  attar  with  tbit 
it.  aa  Ggnifying  difpofed  to  reiiijian.  See  infciipiion  wu  it(  np  by  Sfiram,  to  expreit, 
McJit  works,  b.  iii.  ebap.  vi>  p-  rfij-  ml  in  a  covert  way.  his  devotion  10  (be  iuI,  '»*• 
Vot,  Ilf.  Of  9**, 


si  Tbeta  Fan! 
Rood  In  the  nidi 
of  Mart-hill,  and 
fa  id,  Ye  men  of 
Athens,  I  per¬ 
ceive  that  in  ati 
things  ye  are  too 
ibptmiliout. 


1}  for  at  I 
palled  by,  and 
beheld  your  de¬ 
votions,  I  found 
pn  alrar  wJi$  (hit 
inicripDMi,  TO 
THE  UN- 
KNOWN  GOD, 
whom 
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Whom  therefore 
ye  igroranily 
woift^p,  h  m  4c* 
cUtc  1  out o  you. 


14  God  that 
made  the  worM, 
aad  ill  ihibg* 
therein  *  feeing 
tbit  be  is  Lnnl  of 
tiNvtiund  earth, 
d#dltTli  not  in 
t™pjei  made 
with  hands; 


if  Neither  is 
WOilbippnl  with 
men’s  bind?,  is 
(hough  he  ncaled 
any  thing,  fccinjr 
he  giv«h  to  all 
life  and  brerth, 
lad  ill  thiugf ; 


ad  And  hath 
made 


menr  of  your  ignoranceof  the  true  God,  and  tbat  ye 
ought  to  revere  him,  and  would  do  fo,  if  ye  really 
knew  him,  who  is  indeed  invifiblc  and  incotnprehen- 
fible :  Him  therefore,  whom  ye,  notwithftanding  all 
your  wifdom  and  learning,  are  fuch  utter  Grangers  to, 
and  fo  itopidly  pretend  to  worfliip,  I.am  come  hither 
to  preach  and  make  known  to  you,  in  his  being  and 
perfections,  will  and  works,  and  bow  he  may  he  ac- 
ceptabiy  ftrved,  glorified,  and  enjoyed. 

24  Even  that  only  living  and  true  God,  who,  con* 
trary  to  the  corrupt  notions  of  fome  of  you,  is  in  reali¬ 
ty  the  infinitely  wife  and  almighty  Creator  of  the  uni- 
veife,  and  of  all  things  therein,  whether  they  be  ani¬ 
mate  or  inanimate,  vifihle  or  iovifible ;  and  is  the  fe* 
vercign  Lord,  proprietor,- pofTcflor,  and  governor  of  the 
upper  and  lower  worlds,  and  of  all  the  creatures  which 
he  has  madeiu  both;  and  fo  fills  all  places  with  hl$  im- 
men  re  prefence,  and  cannot  he  circumfcribed  in,  or 
confined  to,  any  particular  habitation,  not  even  to  the 
heaven  of  heavens,  which  cannot  contain  him,  much 
left  to  any  temples  of  wood  or  Hone,  chat  are  the  work 
of  men's  hands,  as  though  he  dwelt  in  them  as  your 
demon-gods  do. 

25  Nor  can  he  be-  fitly  worfliipped  or  miniftred  to, 
(*jt  fyaroirst)  agreeable  to  his  fpi ritual  nature  and  holy 
will,  by  any  (hrines,  images,  or  offerings,  or  any  ma¬ 
nual  art  or  labour  of  men*,  nor  indeed  can  he  be  in  the 
lead  profited  by  any  fervices  of  fuch  little,  mean,  con* 
temptible  creatures,  as  we  of  the  human  race  are  }  as  if 
this  gTeat  and  all-fufficient  Being,  who  is  infinitely  a- 
bove  us,  could  Hand  in*  need  of  any  thing  that  we  can 
do  to  increafe  his  felicity  * :  For  he  is  fo  far  from  re¬ 
ceiving  the  lead  addition  to  his  own  perfections,  glory, 
and  bleflcdneGs,  from  any  other,  that  he  is  the  foie  au¬ 
thor,  the  continual,  free, -and  bounteous  giver  and  main¬ 
tainor  of  the  Jives  of  all  the  children  of  meo,  and  of  all 
inferior  animals  in  which  is  the  breath  of  life ;  from 
him  like  wife  proceeds  every  good  thing  that  is  neceflary 
to  their  fupport  and  comfort,  or  that  they  enjoy. 

26  Aud  that  none  might  pride  themfelves  in  their 

pedigree. 


NOTES, 


God,  urhillt  he  deridod  the  plurality  of  the 
heathen  gtxh,  for  vdrieh  he  vu  condemned 
to  death  :  And  others,  the*,  whoever  erctad 
this  star,  it  wit  doae  in  tammr  to  the  Gcd 
©f  the  Tew,  of  whom  there  was  110  image, 
ind  vholic  name  JeJovji,  as  ineffable,  wu 
sever  pronounced  by  tlic  wj,  and  nrver 
suuie  known  to  the  idolrtrtws  Gtritiics ;  him 


therefore  t he  apofrfetoofc  this  opportunity  to 
declare  onto  them* 

*  Snow  erilio  obferTC,  that  Jr  s^uar  ftfttiU 
fie*  jhrrpfy  to  want*  aod  **Jja«*c  to  be  tctaily 
tB&gtMi  ;  tmt  the  word  hen  irf«l* 

figDifia  to  want  fomething  to  wrekf  up  the 
ptr/aikoof  what  one  already  Jhs, 
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*11  wfclwu  of 
tata.  fortodwfcU  * 
taut  the  ftA  OV 
the  enthj  »4 
hath  determ  toot 
the  rimes  before' 
ipffofotol  * '  :*rid 
the  bonods  of 
tfidr  habtadoo; 


ST  That  Act 
Ihotitd  feck  the 
Lord*  if  Kaply 
they  might  fed 
after  him*  and 
find  bim,  though 
he  be  oat  far  from 
troy  on  of  Hi ; 


*8  Per  id  him 
We  live^ond  move* 
and  base  our 
being:  at  certain 
alfo  of  yoor  own 
poets 
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pedigree,  otbe  unkindand  creel  to  any  of  ibeir  fellow 
Creatures)  or  defpair  of  finding  favour  witii  Gad  j  be 
has  made  all  mankind,  in  every  nation  tinder  heaven, 
ofone  and  the  fatne  human  nature,  and  original!  jr  near 
a- kin  inhlobd,as  be  Cahfes  every  individual  of  them  to 
ddbend  from  the  fame  common  parents,  whom  he  St  firffc 
created)  and  to  whom  he  has  given  an  irimimei able  off*, 
fpring,  that  they,  in  their  proper  fcafetis,  might  inhabit 
the  foverai  climates  of  the  earth,  and  might  ufe  and  eu* 
joy  its  Various  riches  and  produ&s;  be  having  determi¬ 
nate!  y  fettled  in  bis  eternal  purpofe,  the  fpecial 

periods  of  time,  laid  out  before-hand,  for  their 
tnce,  (^-/wTira^.n,  ta,f*<r)  and  the  boundaries  of  their  fe- 
▼etal  dwellings,  in  "what  nation  foe  vet  their  lot  be  call. 

■  2 7  Now  the  great  end  for  which  God,  in  his  wife 
and  holy  providence,  thus  gives  them  a  being  upon  earth, 
according  to  the  counfei  of  bis  own  will,  is,  that  when, 
or  wberefoeter  it  be,  they  might  inquire  after  him,  in 
order  to  their  knowing,  loving,  and  ferving  him,  and 
placing  their  happinew  in  him  »  and  that  notwitbftand- 
ing  all  the  blindnels  and  depravity,  which  befides  wbac. 
is  natural  in  tbeir  prefent  date,  have  been  wilfully  con- 
traded  upon  the  human  mind,  they  might  try,  at  lead* 
like  perfons  groping 'in  the  dark,  whether  they  might 
not  poffibly  hit  upon  feme  difeoveries  of  His  eternal 
power  and-Godbead,  by  means  of  the  vifible  things  which 
he  has  made,  though  he  himfelf  be  an  invifible  Spirit, 
and  an  unknown  God  to  Athenian  wife  men  :  Arid  yet 
fiich  is  his  omuiprefence  and  perpetual  agency  in  all 
places,  that  he  is  intimately  near  to  every  one  of  ns,  to 
obferve,  uphold,  protef^,  and  fupply  us,  and  to  approve 
or  difapprove  of  our  behaviour,  in  thought,  word,  and 
deed. 

28  For  in  him,  at  every-where  prefetit,  all-powerful 
and  active,  wife  and  good,  and  as  the  fource  of  all  vital 
influence,  we  poflefs  our  lives,  from  fitft  to  kft,  even 
by  the  uninterrupted  emanations  and  concourfe  of  his 
effeQive  and  governing  providence,  wbo  is  our  life,  and 
the  length  of  our  days :  In  him,  after  the  feme  ineffable 
manner,  we  have  all  our  powers  and  activity  of  mo¬ 
tion  in  fotll  and  body,  whereby  We  are  enabled  to  think 
and  a&  in  our  Hate  of  living  exiftencei  And  in  him, 
as  the  Creator  and  preferver  of  all,  we  have  the  being, 
which  we  at  firft  received,  and  Hill  continue  to  enjoy, 
With  all  its  fupports  and  comforts,  endowments  and  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  rational  and  animal  kind,  whereby  it  is 
diftinguifbed  from  creatures  cflower  rank:  We  owe 
all  thefe  to  him,  even  as  feme  of  year  own  Greek  poer* 
O  2  ‘  have 
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Eor  *we*»re ^aTC  ^uf  8*  fd  >  for  not  only  Hosnert  Hejiod,  add  others 
bito%iring.  *°  them,  commonly  called  their  Jove  the  Father  of  men  } 
but  AratuS)  in  one  of  his  bemijlicks ,  or  half  verfcs,  fays, 
We  are  his  offsprings  which  intimates,  that  he  made  us 
for  himfelf,  and  takes  a  tender  care  of  us. 
tiicn  af^IrfUie  3?  Since  therefore  (»*)  we  derive  our  life  and  breath, 
offspring  of  Ood,  motion  and  being,  and  our  all,  from  this  great  God, 
wc  ought  not  to  who  is  the  common  Father,  that  created  us  after  his  own 
Godhead1 *b  life  *ow8e »  the  Father  of  fpiritSs  as  well  as  the  God  <f  aS 
unto  gold,  or  Gl-  fiffo  »  we  ought  by  no  means  to  take  up  fo  low  and  falfe 
ucr,  or  none  gru-  an  idea  of  him,  or  put  fuch  a  grofs  affront  upon  him,  as 
man's  Jori«  *°d  to  think,  according  to  your  .vain  imaginations,  that  the 
only  true  Deity  bears  any  kind  of  refetnblance  to  flatues 
of  filver,  or  gold,  or'fionc,  of  human,  or  other  fhape, 
that  are  cut  out  and  formed  by  the  art,  and  devifed  by 
the  fancy  of  men,  how  coftly  foever  their  materials, 
and  exquifitcly  fine  and  curious  their  carvings  and  paint- 
iags  be* 

jo  And  the  3°  But  (/“»«)  God  has  hitherto  bore  with,  and  in  a 
rimes  of  this  manner  connived  at,  and  yet  defpifed  this  amazing  ftu- 
Cbut  Pidi‘y  and  folly,  amidll  all  the  improvements  of  human 
now  rommandeth  learning ;  info  much  that,  on  one  hand,  he,  in  his  great 
■»  °*cn  cvery  long-fuffering  and  patience,  has  refrained  cutting  you 
*  w  IC,Km:  oft',  as  he  juftly  might  have  done  for  all  thefe  idolatries; 

becaufc,  though  very  provoking,  they  are  not  fo  highly 
aggravated  as  IfraeT  s.  were,  who  finned  again  ft  greater 
knowledge  ;  And,  on  the  other  hand,  he  has  not  here¬ 
tofore  fern  At,  in  his  infinitely  wife,  fovereign,  and  ho¬ 
ly  Providence,  to  fend  his  prophets  among  yon,  to  rc- 
mon  (Irate  again  ft  thefe  abominations,  but  in  his  awful 
righteoufnefs  let  yon  alone  ;  becaufe  yc  have  willingly 
flint  your  eyes  againfl.  fuch  light  a6  he  had  given  you 
by  tradition,  and  by  the  works  of  his'hands :  Hut  now, 
,ia  the  riches  of  his  own  free  mercy  and  grace,  he  (••*"* 
tm)  over-looking  thofe  days  of  ignorance  and  error, 
makes  a  clear  revelation  of  nimfetf  and  of  a  future  judg¬ 
ment,  (ver.  31.) ;  and,  wherever  this  revelation  comes, 
he  authoritatively  requires  all  men,  upon  pain  of  his  fo- 
rrft  difpleafure,  to  change  their  minds  and  ways,  and 
with  contrition,'  fhame,  and  forrow  of  heart,  under  ap¬ 
prehending  of  his  endearing  goodnefs,  to  turn,  without 
delay,  from  all  their  idols,  and  from  all  their  other  ini¬ 
quities  to  him,  through  that  Jeftt6,  the  great  and  only 
Mediator,  whom  I  preach,  (ver*  t8.) 
ji  Becaufe  h<  3 1  For  the  God  who  made  and  rules  over  them,  and 

da y'  itiTlie  which  t0  whom  they  are  all  accoontahle,  has,  in  hts  own  eter- 
bc  nal  counfels,  fixed  a  cerraiu  and  folemn  time,  in  which, 
as  he  hardeclated  by  the  gofpel,  he  will  fummon  all  the 

tohabitaou 
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he  will  into  the 

world  In  nghte* 

vafneSkt  by  <A*f 
tniQ  whom  he 
hath  ordained  ; 
whereof  he  hath 
given  aSTmntt 
onto  all  mcfi»  jo 
that  he  bob  nif- 
cd  him  from -the 
dead; 


\i  And  when 
they  beard  of  the 
refur  rcftbnolthc 
dndt  fome  mock* 
cd  ;  sod  others 
iatdf  We  wilt 
hear  ihee  agjiu 
of  tiiii  mstbr. 


3)  So  Paul  de¬ 
parted  from  '  a* 
moDg  them. 


34  Howbeit, 
certain  nen  clave 
Onto  him,  eml  be¬ 
lieved 


inhabitants  of  this  world  to  appear,  in  a  future  (late,  be¬ 
fore  bis  Arid  and  awful  tribunal  from  whence  there  is 
no  appeal}  and  will  pats  a  derifive  fentence  of  happi- 
oefs  of  mifery,  for  eternity,  upon  every  one  of  them,'  ac¬ 
cording  to  ndesof  impartial  righteoufhefs :  This  he  will 
do,  not  indeed  -ini mediately  by  bimfelf,  but  mediately 
by  bis  own  ‘Son,  who,  though  a  divine  per  Ton,  is  in  a 
wonderful  manner  truly  man,  having  really  taken  our 
nature  into  a  perbnal  unton  with  himfeif  on  earth,  and 
carried  it  to  heaven;  and  whom  God  his  Father  hasa- 
nointed,  in  that  nature,  to  fuflain  the  ebarader,  and  do 
the  work  of  the  fovereign  Judge  of  the  whole  race  of 
mankind :  And  he  has  given  the  utmoft  proof  and  evi¬ 
dence  of  this,  to  induce  the  belief  of  it  in  all  men  that 
hear  our  gofpel  concerning  him  ;  in  that,  as  it  declares, - 
and  many  of  his  difciples  are  witnefies,  God  has  actual¬ 
ly  railed  him  from  the  dead,  in  reftimony  of  his  own¬ 
ing,  accepting,  and  enthroning  him,  after  he  had  been 
crucified  to  make  expiation  for  the  fins  of  Gentiles,  as 
well  as  Jews, 

31  And  as  the  apoftte  was  thus  leading  the  company 
oh  to  the  dodrine  of  a  crucified,  rifen,  and  exalted  Savi¬ 
our,  fome  of  the  Epicurian  p h ! iofoph ers  cfpecially,  {wr. 
t8.)  upon  hearing  him  mention  the  refurreEtion  qf  the 
dead}  which  was  conrrary  to  all  their  principles,  ridicu¬ 
led  and  laughed  at  him  for  it,  as  a  wbimGcal  notion  of 
what  they  took  to  he  an  impoflibility  :  But  others,  par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  of  the  Stoick  feet,  who  had  fome  confufed 
apprehenGons  of  a  future  Hate  of  rewards  and  puiiiftt* 
ments  for  fouls %  but  never  thought  of  the  refurredion  of 
the  iodyt  laid  with  a  graver  air.  We  fliould  be  glad  to 
hear  you  again  more  dlftindly,  and  at  large,  -about  a 
dodrine  fo  novel,  but,  if  true,  fo  important,  as  this  of 
the  body’s  riling  from  the  dead- 

.  33  And  fo  the  alfembfy  broke  up,  divided  in  their 
fetuimeuts  about  thefe  matters  which  Paul  had  difeour- 
fedon  with  little  effied,  as  to  mod  of  them;  and  leaving 
what  he  had  faid  to  their  confederation,  and  the  bleQing 
of  God,  he  went  out  of  court. 

34  But  (*»)  though  the  generality  of  thefe  learned 
philosophers  and  fen  a  tors,  being  left  to  the  ignorance, 
pride,  and  perverfenefi  of  their  own  hearts,  rejeded  his 
teflimony ;  yet,  through  grace,  it  was  not  alrogether  in¬ 
effectual  ;  For  there  were  a  few  that  followed  him  with 
great  affedion,  and  defire  to  be  let  ftilJ  further  into  the 
gofpel  ;  and  rhat  received  Jefus  Chrift  by  faith,  milling 
in  him,  and  in  God  through  him,  whom  he  has  ordain¬ 
ed  10  he  the  Saviour  of  all  that  believe,  and  the  Judge  of 
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lie  veil  :  among 
the  rfhich  vdi 
pKnyfiu;  the  A- 
Y«opagi»t  tui  ? 
woman  named 
and  o- 
tfcm  M-irb  them. 


the  whole  world :  Among  thefe  were  two  perfons  of 
eminence  ;  one  was  the  learned  Diehyfmsy  a  member  of 
ibis  fupreme  court  of  judicature  that  fat  at  Areopatt*  * 
and  the  other  was  a  woman  of  confiderable  rank,  whole 
name  was  Damaris ;  and  there  irere  fcvcral  others  of 
lefe  note,  who>  together  with  thefe,  turned  frm  idols  to 
frrve  the  living  and  true  God,  and  to  wait  for  bis  Son  frm 
heaven,  whm  be  raifid  fromthe  deady  even  fefus%  who 
delivered  us  frm  tie  wrath  to  com*.  ( t  71 bef*  U  9>  ?°*) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

ITow  excellent  is  the  preaching  of  a  crucified  and  rifen  Jefu*  in  a  fcripJurt 
wa y,  aa  deriving  light  from  the  Okl  and  New  Tdtament,  to  explain^  confirm, 
and  apply  W17  doctrine  concerning  him!  And  yet  how  neceflary  is  it,  that 
principles  of  natural  rtbginn  be  elhblifhed,  with  regard  to  the  being,  perfee* 
lions*  and  providence  of  God*  and  a  future  judgment,  to  mate  way  for  the 
peculhr  and  <3 i Hi ngu tilling  truths  of  the  gofpel  J  Ah  J  how  arc  the  poor  hea* 
thens  to  he  pitied  :  and  how  would  it  move  the  fpiritof  a  good  man,  to  refirft 
on  the  blind  nefs  and  corruption,  in  religious  concerns,  even  ofthctmft  learned 
of  them  1  They  ignorantly  worfhipped  an  unknown  gpd,  Jet  up  inaumerabk 
idols  of  their  own  inventing,  and  fttipidly  imagine  that  their  gods  are  confined 
to  their  temples,  Hatties,  ami  altars;  that  they  are  plcafed  with  the  works  of 
men's  bands ;  and  that  the  Deity  islike  their  carved  images  of  goW,filvef,andftoiie; 
and,  at  belt,  they  do  but  grope  in  the  dark  after  him,  if  poffibly  they  might  find 
him  t  But  how  different  is  the  only  living  and  true  Cod,  from  all  their  grofs  con¬ 
ceptions  of  him  ;  and  what  a  noble  and  exalted  reprefentation  have  the  fcrip^ 
turn  given  of  him  !  There  wc  are  affured,  with  the  cleared  evidence,  that  be 
is  the  God  who  made  and  governs  the  world,  and  all  things  therein;  who  is  al¬ 
ways  intimately  near  to  us,  wherever  we  arc;  has  no  need  of  any  of  os*  and 
cannot  br  profited  by  us  ;  but  who  himfelf  gives  ijfe,  "and  breath*  and  aD  good 
things  ;  So  that  we  are  his  offspring,  that  five,  move,  and  have  our  beings  in 
him,  who  Ms  fore -Appointed  the  times  of  qur  coming  into,  and  continuing  in 
the  world,  and  the  particular  places  of  our  refidence  in  it,  and  will  fummon  ajl 
mankind  to  a  righteous  judgment  by  bis  Son  jefua  Chrift*  that  glorious  and  di¬ 
vine  Man,  whom  he  has  ordained  to  have  the  entire  management  of  it,  at  bis 
own  prettied  day.  How  folcrno  are  thefe  thoughts  !  And  what  fhong  induce¬ 
ments  to  repent,  and  turn  to  God  from  all  our  iuiqiiitiest  and  to  believe  in  the 
Lord  Jd'ue  Chrijl*  for  the  remiflfion  of  them*  that  wc  may  find  our  Judge  our 
friend,  when  we  imifl  appear  before  him  1  Happy  and  truly  noble  fouls  are  they 
*hai  receive  the  word,  which  acquaints  us  with  thefe  important  things,  with  alj 
readmefs  of  mind,  and  daily  fearch  the  fcripture,  the  only  rule  of  faith,  tofe$ 
whether  what  any  one  lays  about  them  be  agreeable  to  it,  oy  not  ?  Multitudes 
of  fuel*  religious  inquirers  are  effectually  wrought  upon  to  hdicyf  in  Chrift;  and 
the  gofpel  is  the  power  of  God  to  the  fid  vat  ion  of  others  that  Cat  in  darknefc^ 
pvA  in  the  fliadow  of  death  "before.  Amt  Q  how  fovereign  and  victorious  is  the 
gr  ace  which  makes  thg  word  Effectual  to  all  forts  of  pelfon's,  to  great  a  umbers 
of  the  common  people,  and  honourable  women  not  a  few,  to  devout  worjkip^ 
pen,  and  idolatrous  Gentiles,  and  to  a  learned  Areep&gite  and  a  famous  Duma* 
rhi  as  well  as  to  people  of  tefs  note  !,  So  that  neither  great  men,  nor  ladies  of 
the  higheft  quality,  nerd  be  afiiaipcd  to  own  and  believe  in  Chrifl,  and  receive 
the  faithful  laying  of  falvation  alone  by  him,  which  is  worthy  of  ail]  acceptation  t 
and  Purdy  none  but  the  baler  fort  of  men,  or  mm  of  fenftnlity,  pleafurc,  and 
tt  ifimg  curiofity,  thaE  fptrd  their  time  in  telling  and  hearing  feme  new  thing  to 
amufe  them;  or  the  men  of  pride,  prejudice,  and  error*  through  faTfe  pbifofo* 
phy  art!  vain  deceit,  can  find  in  their  hearts  to  run  down  the  glorious  gofpel  of 
the  biriftd  God,  Rut  from  inch  S3  thefe,  who  are  indeed  the  devil's  leilou,  the 
jbyants  of  Chriit  muil  expedt  the  biitcrdl  enmity,  Jcoffc,  and  jeep,  and  perfe* 

'  4  1 '  '  cutioM, 
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cTitbi^imdcr pret^icc of  theirprtachmg  ftraageaod  myfterWs  doctrines*  and 
of^w^prmtjgAbe  world  upfide  down,  while  they  do-tbfc  only  in  tbebeft  fetife, 
to  reform  ify  apd  ^wir  enemies  <T.o  it  m  the  worft*  to  throw  it  into  confufion,  and 
IA  tik  peoj^c  in  an  uproar  agaihft  they  know  not  what.  But  they  that  believe, 
through  graces  land  know  the  truthaa  it  is  in  Jcfus,  wilt  rieave  io  his  faithful 
nttflTefigtirs,  and  concern  theftifolm  for  their  fcfety  and  comfort ;  and,  which  ?a 
fepft  of  ,aHt:.Ood:bimklf  will  own  and  fuccoed  them,  fur  bringing  many  fouls  to 
Chnft»;a?tf  ttjhcareo  through  him* 


CHAP*  XVIII. 

Faulg«J  from  Athens  fe  Corinth,  works  at  bis  ficular  trade,  and 
preaches  JirJi  to  the  Jews,  and  then  to  the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  t 6* 
His  fuccefs,  and  Ms  encouragement  by  a  vijion  to  continue  there ,  7,— 
II,  Hisaccvjationbjthe]ew&  to  Gallio,  the  Roman  governor, 
who  refufes  to  intermeddle  in  their  affairs,  12* — 1 7,  His.  progrefi 

afterwards  to  Ephefus  and  Antioch,  from  whence  he  fits  cut  on  Me 
third  apojlolick  journey  through  feveral  countries  in  his  way  to  Jem- 
falem,  18,-23*  A  polios,  preacbhig  the  baptifm  of  John  at  Ephc- 
fus,  if  further  infiruhed  by  Aquila  and  PiifcilU;  and,  g*ing  from 
thence  to  Achaia,  preaches  Chrtfi  to  the  Jews  with  firiptural  evi¬ 
dence,  24, — 28, 


Tnr. 

AfTi-R  theft 
**  thiag*  Paul 
departed  from 
Athcn*,and  ewe 
to  Corinth; 


%  And  found  a 
ceruin  jew  oam- 
<A  AqttiLi,  b^rn 
ip  Puiitui*  lately 
cowc  from  Italy > 
uith  liis  wife 
Pri  frill*  (hecaufc 
that  CLudhiihod 
cnnimaodcd  all 
Jc^'S  to  depart 
finm  Rime,) 
jnd  came  uuiO 
them. 


1  A  in)  ,  !;r  - 
Cjv,\c  1,c  wat  <*t" 
the 


Paraphrase* 

A  FTER  the  things  before  mentioned,  rhe  apoftte 
Paul,  took  his  leave  of  Athens,  as  finding  that 
little  fuccefe  was  to  be  expend  there ;  and  went  to  the 
renowned  city  of  Aebaia,  which  was  called  Corinth, 
from  one  Gcrinthus ,  who  rebuilt  it,  a  city  famous  for 
trade  and  learning,  riches  and  luxury*  (See  the  note  on 
1  Car *  iv.  8,  10*) 

2  And  there  he  met  with  a  certain  converted  Jew, 
{ver*  26.)  a  native  of  Ponius,  in  the  province  of  Ajia 
the  fefs,  whofe  name  was.  Aqulla,  and  who,  together 
with  Prifrilla,  his  wife  and  fellow-Chriftian,  had  re¬ 
moved  their  habitation  thither  from  Italy  ;  being  obli¬ 
ged  to  See  that  country,  where  they  had  lately  dwelr, 
by  a  fevere  edift  of  the  emperor  Claudius  C#fhr,  who 
was  a  timorous  and  jealous  prince,  and  had  by  his  own 
authority  bani filed  all  the  Jews  from  Rome,  the  capital 
ctry  of  Italy,  and  of  the  whole  empire,  under  pretence 
that  they  were  a  fed i nous  fort  of  people*  The  apoiiie 
being  acquainted  with  the  religious  character  of  this 
excellent  pair,  went  and  applied  htmfclf  to  them. 

3  And  as  he  had  bur  a  few  friends  in  rim  It  range 
place,  and  was  unwilling  to  be  bnrdenfome  to  them,  or 
to  give  his  captious  enemies  an  opportunity  of  reproach* 
log  him,  as  though  he  preached  the  ^ofpcl  fur  feoular 
advantage  ;  and  us,  according  to  the  Jnoijh  cuflom^of 

blinking 


thcrmiecrjf;,b£ 
abode  with  them, 
a  ad  wrought,  for 
by  llnir  occupa¬ 
tion  they  srcpe 
i  cnt-makcr*  0  ' 


'  4  AnJtere»7 
lotted  in  the  fy* 
tujtogtic  every 
fahliiih,  and  jtcr* 
frHrd  the  jew* 
juJ  the  Greeks 
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bringing  up  their  youth  of  all  ranks  to  feme  manual  cm* 
ploy  men t,  he,  though  bred  a  fcholar,  bad  learnt  A<pii~ 
fas  and  Prifcilta* s  trade,  which  was  to  puke  tents  of 
doth,  prof  {kins,  for  (b)diers,  frepherds,  and  others, 
who  in  hot  feafons  lived  much  abroad  ;  fo  he  fpok  up 
-his  lodging  at  their  houft,  and  laboured  with  his  own 
hands  in  that  bufmefs  to  earn  his  livelihood,  though  he 
had  a  juft  claim  to  a  comfortable  maintenance  frotp 
thofe  to  whom  he  mini  fired  in  {acred  things,  (1  Cor, 
ix>  4,Ai8.) 

4  But,  (J«)  on  every  returning  labbath,  when  the 
Jew  *  and  profelytes  of  the,  gate  ufed  to  meet  in  the 
fynagogue,  the  apoftle,  according  to  his  cuftom  of  be¬ 
ginning  fixfi  with  them,  went  to  their  religious  aflem- 
blicSj  and  publicly  preached  the  gofpel  to  them,  con* 
firming  what  he  laid  with  proper  arguments,  and  an- 
fweriag  objections agai oft  it;  and  theo,  having  inform¬ 
ed  their  judgment,  Tie  addrdfcd  hicnfdf  to  their  con¬ 
fidences  and  aJFedions,  in  treating  both  Jew  and 
profelytes^  in  the  mod  pathetic,  tender,  and  moy* 
ing  manner,  not  to  negle£t  fe  great  fal ration,  as  ever 
they  would  anfwer  it  to  God,  and  efcape  his  dreadful 
wrath  another  day:  And  by  thefe  means,  as  God’s 
ordinance,  which  he  owned  and  made  effectual,  feme 
of  them  were  prevailed  upon  to  believe  in  the  Lori 
Jefus  Chfift. 

5  And  when  both  Silas  and  Timothy  were  come  to 
the  apoftle  from  Sera  in  Macedonia^  where  be  had  left 
themf,  with  orders  to  follow  him  as  feon  as  poflible  \ 
{chap*xv  ii.  13,  14,  jj-)  and  when,  upon  their  arrival, 
he  had  not  only  the  comfort  of  their  joint  company  and 
aJTiftance,  but  likewjfe  received  joyful  tidings  of  the 
continuance  and  progress  of  the  good  work  that  had 
been  begun  in  churches  planted  by  him ;  he,  through 
a  warm  im predion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  (<*"«*»*** 

^1Tl)  was  more  than  ever  grieved  at  heart  for  the  obftioa* 

cy 

NOTES. 

eotne  to  (he  arofllc  while  lie  vu  at  Athf*s9 
anil  been  £eiu  by  him  from  thence  to  Ikjjb- 
to  cftublttb  and  comfort  the  Ch  rift  taut 
under  their  diffievkies.  and  danger*  there,  u 
we  find  1  Jhjf  in  j,— 5.  which  tp&flle  was 

wrote  during  the  apoftlc’l  abode  at  Cmsik. 

Bat  r.oiv,  it  lenfrihj  both  Site  and  Tittwrby 
came  to  the  apoftfe  at  Orlitt*,  when  TimQtfy 
gave  him  fuch  an  account  of  the  Xivh  and  love 
of  the  'rbcjhk omnj,  at  to  hii  abundant 
joy,  1  TAijjf!  iiL  and,  probably.  Si¬ 

te  brought  him  cpititorrahle  tidings  of  the 
go pd  ft  alt  of  rhio£fi  at  Jfar<a,  fmer  the  apoftle 
kit  that  city. 


S  And  \vh*D 
=  and  Time- 
4  he  li  &  wwe.  crm>e 
from  IMaced^rm, 
■  J>aui 


*  theft  Grtth  aw-  not  «13cd  dr* 

K'f/j  or  wu>£rf*ritipir,£  Gr<te,  u  In  chjp,  nviL 
4*  ^\t  il  is  pLm  that  they  were  j/ 

the  gate,  btcruft  they  joined  with  Ac  Jews 
in  their  fyxiago£ur*worftup  every  fabbath-dayt 
nod  y#;7w,  wiii)  dnubileii  \taj  otic  or  them, 
U  mentioned  under  that  charter,  ver,  7. 
^  here  tie  is  fpoken  o(  -a a  h  v/orfypptr  *f 

rev  ©i«)  which  Is  the  uftalricfcrip- 
tion  of  a  pyplytt  if  tbe^ie.  See  the  note  on 
chap.  xiii.  43. 

t  Siht  ftemt  to  have  fta:d  a  coitfidcmlile 
liftie  at  Berta  after  theft  orders,  the  nenfliry 
there  requiring  it :  itou  Timrtty  had 


Ch.  xviu.  Tie  Acts  qj  the-  Apostles  par&pbrafed.  117 


Paul  waijpi^Icd  xy  add  unbelief  of  the  generality  of  the  Jews  at  Corinth^ 
an^  wa»  more  than  ever  folicitoys  in.  his  own  mind  t- 
Att  jdbi  ««  boot,  ?nd  dcfiroa9  ilill  funher  to  attempt  their  donver- 
cbrid,  fion*  the  lore  of  C  brill,  and  companion  to  their  fotils, 

conftraimng  him  :  And  as  now,  by  the  concurrence  of 
hifcompanions  and  afliftants,  what  he  Ihould  fay  would 
bceftablifhed  in  the  mouth  of  two  or.three  witneffes, 
he,  with  the  -greater  freedom  and  encouragement,  af- 
ferted  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  plainly  proved  to  the 
Jtwsy  from  their  own  fcriptorea,  that  the.  Lord  Jcftis, 
whom  their  countrymen  had  {harocfully  crucified,  but 
God  the  Father  bad  honourably  owned  in  railing  him 
from  the  dead,  is  that  very  promifed  Meffiah  whom 
they  had  been  expe&ing  to  come. 

a  And  when  6  But  (tf)  when,  upon  finding  themfelves  unable  to 
(her  oppofrf  anfwer  bis  arguments,  and  the  fpirit  by  which  he  fpake, 
tdir^cmriJ  *he  bad  recourfe  to  rage  and  revilings,  and  («Tir«r<n>^*- 
ihoJji  hit  ’  •**)  fetting  themfelves,  as  it  were,  in  battle-array  againft 

ment,  and  £dJ  him,  maiiciouily  contradicted,  and  (poke  reproachfully 
IZ  bim  and  of  his  doftrine,  even,  to  the  blafpheming 
jour  h^dtl  of  the  name  of  Chrift,  whom  he.  preached  to  them; 
i  urn  cion;  from  he  thereupon  {hook  the  dull  off  from  his  garment,  in 
«ol1nnM<tbeCen-  t0*cen  °f  hts  own  holy  grief  and  indignation,  and  of 
pits,  '  God?s  abhorring  and  calling  them  off,  for  their  perverfe 
infidelity  ;  and  faid  unto  them.  The  guilt  of  your  (ins, 
and  the  ruin  of  your  fouls  reft  entirely  upon  your  own 
heads,  *  as  ye'  have  wilfully  brought  them  upon  your- 
{elves,  while  I  have  given  you  fair  warning,  and  done 
all  that  duty  and  charity  required  to  reclaim  you,  and 
fo  Hand  clear  of  your  blood,  (Ezek.  xxxiiu  4,  9,)  From 
this  time  forward  1  will  take  no  more  pains  with  you  in  this 
fynagogue;  bnt  turning  to  the  idolatrous.,  as  well  as  de¬ 
vout  Gentiles,  will  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  fel ration 
to  them,  {fee  the  note  on  chap .  xiii.  46,}  in  hopes  that 
they  may  give  it  better  entertainment  j  and  if  any  of 
you  be  offended  at  this,  while  ye  perifii  in,  and  for 
your  own  defperate  unbelief,,  ye  may  thank  yourfelves. 

1  And  ha  dc-  '  7  Then,  to  exafperate  them  as  little  as  poiTible,  and 
paned thence., and  t0  jngr2tiate  himfelf  with  the  Gentiles ,  and  at  the  fame 

tiin  man’i  home,  time  to  give  the  Jews  further  opportunities  to  come 
u*iDcdjiulu*.one  and  bear  him  Ajll,  if  they  be  plea  fed,  he  went  from 
tlut  rbeir  aflembly  to,  and  preached  in,  the  houfe  of  one 
Jufius  by  name  jj,  who,  being  a  profclyte  of  the  gate, 

worlbip- 


If  O  T  E 

*  T httr  h?:r,z  upon  thtir  asm  head i,  in-*  ing  \AA  upon  them,  Exorf.  xxlic.  and  4* 

that  their  £toilr  fhould  be  chared  f  U  is  uiiOTtflin  whether  the  apoftic^  r£- 
OfiOri  them;  .ini  fruits  to  jilude  to  the  rite  movc-i  his  bulging  hom  AywU' \  huufr  to 
of  living  haitrls  on  the  of  in  that  he  tuny  rktl 

oJ'£hto5tier*igiiUutcipii»jifti«icnt  he-  hfttift  f&i  to  the  prop!?. 


thrt  worftiipptJ 
Godt  whole  boiifr 
jural  hard  to  the 
fynigogoe. 

8  And  Crifjwt* 
the  chief  nikr  «f, 
ihc  fyu^giK, 
bdierrd  on  the 
Lord  with  at)  Iris 
Louie:  aod  ouo£ 
of  the  Cnrip  - 
ibbii*,  ht«ring, 
hdicnqd,uil 
bjplizcd. 
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wnrfhipped '  the  only  true  God  of  Jfrdelf  and  whofe 
honfe  flood  verynearthe  fymgogue;  £ b  that  thofe,  who 
wtTc  fo  difpofed,  might  eafily  ftep  into  if,  a«  they  went 
to  or  from  their  own  place  of  worlhip. 

8  And  though  the  apofile  bad  but  link  fuccefs  among 
the  generality  of  the  Jsv>sf  and  many  ef  them  treated 
him  in  a  molt  unworthy  and  opprobrious  manner  ;  yet 
bta  hbour  was  far  from  being  irtvain^  For  even  the 
chief  man  of  the  Jews  there,  Crtfpus  by  name*  the 
president  of  the  fynagogue,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth*  ix. 
18.)  believed  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift  as  the  only  Sa¬ 
viour;  and  bis  whole  family  were  brought  over  to  the 
faith,  and  into  God’s  gracious  covenant,  and  were  bap¬ 
tized,  together  with}  nimfclf,  (i  Cor >  u  14.);  and  a 
good  number  of  the  Corinthian  people,  idolatrous  (fa j- 
tilrij  as  well  as  others,  in  like  manner,  upon  hearing 
the  eofpcl  preached  to  them,  believed,  and  were  bap¬ 
tized,  and  fo  came  under  alt  the  privileges  and  obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  houfhold  of  faith* 

9  The  unbelieving  Jews  being  (lilt  more  and  more 
enraged  at  tbefe  things,  infomuth  that  Paul  began  to 
think  that  God  had  no  more  work  to  do  by  him,  at 
prefent,  in  this  city,  and  that  it  was  high  time  for  him 
to  flee  for  his  own  fafery,  and  carry;tbe  gofpel  to  fome 
other  parts  :  Then,  to  dire £t  and  encourage  him,  the 
Lord  Jefus  appeared  to  him  one  night  in  a  divine  vifion, 
and  fpoke  to  him,  to  prevent  his  leaving  the  work  be¬ 
gun,  and  his  fainting  under  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
he  met  with  there,  faying,  with  all  the  grace  and  ma- 
jefty  of  a  God,  See  that  you  be  nor  difeouraged  at  the 
terror  of  your  enemies,  nor  afraid  of  their  faces  ;  but 
go  on  to  preach  the  word  with  ail  platnnefs  and  bold- 
urfs;  be  inftant  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon  ;  and  let 
none  of  their  menaces  or  malicious  treatment  diihearren 
you,  or  put  you  to  fdence* 

10  For  as  none  can  go  one  ftep  further  in  their  imf- 
chievous  designs  than  they  are  permitted  from  above  ; 
fo  I  am,  and  will  be  with  you,  by  my  fupportiug,  and 
protecting,  conducing,  comforting,  and  efficacious 
prefrnce,  to  prefer ve,  own,  and  abundantly  fucceed 
you  in  your  work;  and  if  1  am  for  you,  who  can  be 
again  ft  you  ?  Not  one  of  your  adverfaries,  be  they  ever 
fo  inveterate  or  powerful,  fliall  be  futFered  to  lay  violent 
hands  upon  you,  to  beat  or  imprifon  you,  as  they  have 
in  other  places  :  No,  nor  to  do  any  injury  to  your  per- 
ion,  or  flop  your  mouth;  For,  befides  thofe  that  are 

already 


9  Then  fpake 
the  LurtJ  to  Paul 
In  the  nijght  by  i 
\  ilHKiT  Be  not  a- 
fraiil^  btf(  fpcak, 
hold  not  thy 
pvw; 


if>  Fw  I  im 
kL'ttJi  tin-c,  and  iid 
pi.m  ts.i f|  itt  on 
iht't  rohurt  ?hrc : 
Inr  I  have  njurh 
F'^de  iQ.  iJiu  ci- 
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already  <zlted*,  I  haveftill  many  moro.chofcn  peopl e, 
who  wc -given  ib  mt  of  tbe  Father,  a*  my  fpcdal  pro¬ 
perty,  care,  and  charge,whpfe  names  arc  written  in 
my  boo  it  of -life  from  the  fbuhriduion  of  the  world,  whom 
1  have  redeemed  by  my  blood,  and  muft  bring  home  to 
myfclf,  by-means  of  your  miniftry,  eveii  in  this  vicious 
-  and  profane  Gentile  city.  (1  Cor*  vi.  9^1 «.) 

1  'tJ'5£***on'  1 1  The  apoftle  hawng  received  rhis  encouraging  and 

»wi  fi»  month*  divine  admonition  front  Chriftlumfelf,  (*■**»»)  fat  down 
teaching tbe «otd  with  a  cbear-ful  refutation  toftand.  the  brunt,  how  hot 
u«t  4iwHig  gjCTer  ;C  might  be,  and  to  perfift  in  his  Lord's  work : 

13  Accordingly  he  ftiid  a  year  and  a  half  in  that  city,  dtf- 
penfing  the  word  of  God's  grace  among  them,  with 
great  Zeal  and  labour,  for  the  convcrGou  of  linnets,  and 
edification  of  faints,  and  with  eminent  fuccefej  till  a 
large  church  was  gathered  and  fettled  there;  for  a  groat 
door  and  effectual  teas  opened  to  hmy  though  there  mere 
many  advtrfariei)  as  he  afterwards  fold  of  another  place. 
(1  Cor.  jvi,  9.) 

n  And  when  12,  13  During  this  time,  white  Calling  elder  brother 
0.!h>  ”*  d*®  toSeneca,  the. famous  heathen  moralift,  was  proconfol 
tht-  jc«i  made  of  the  province  of  Achaia ,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  xm. 
iminrcflion  with  7.)  a  great  multitude  of  the  Jews  rofe  tutmiltuoufly  upon 
Paul ,  as  with  one  confcnt,  and  harried  him  away  to 
him  10  the  judg-  that  magiftiate  s  tribunal,  crying  out  againlt  him,  as 
ncnt'fot,  though  he  had  been  a  molt  dangerous  incendiary,  foy- 

frllo^perSadeth  i«g, .  This  pernicious  deteftaulc  wretch,  though  a  Jew* 
n  en  to  worQiip  makes  it  his  bufinefc  to  preach  up  the  religion  of  Jefus, 
God  contrary  to  and  preachdown  the  religion  of  out  ancellors;  and  lo 
the  law,  to  eJcjte  aQj  encourage  the  people  to  worfhip  God  in  a 

manner  directly  contrary  to  our  divine  law,  which  was 
amiently  fettled  by  Mofest  and  which  »c  arc  allowed  to 
obferve  by  the  edi£ts  of  the  Roman  emperor  himfelf. 

14  And,  when  14.  And  when  the  apoftle  Paul  was  going  to  plead 

Mi  w*opeu  hit  ^is  own  Cau^et  *nd  fi*ew  the  injuftice  and  malice  of  their 
month  ,  Gailio  accufotjon,  Cute  in  reality  he  only  preached  Chrift,  and 
(iidontoihcjews,  falyarion  to  perfons  of  all  nations  through  him,  accor- 

ding  to  what  bad  been  foretold  in  the  law  and  the  pro* 
phets;  Galliif  undcrflanding  that  this  was  merely  a  re¬ 


ligious  affair,  ftopt  him  fliort  f ;  and 


turning 


NOTE. 


to  the 

JciBSt 


*  There  vctt  at  jet  but  few  converts  it 
Corinth*  compared  wirh  what  were  afterwards 
muli:  in  ihc  yew  atul  half  of  tlie 

anil  therefore  f  take 
the  %*kib  pwofJt  <0  reU»  ruther  to  them  that 
fbirtld  be  eCMmiUp  railed  after  wards,  than 
!<■  thufe  that  ?l.  truly  were  fo. 

|  Seneca  javc  a  great  thaw  ft  er  of  Ills  bro¬ 
ther  Gxlile  fur  LU  iageouity  tod  lioceriiy. 


and  for  his  fWeer,  generous  and  fettle  tem* 
per ;  and  he  indeed  appears  to  have  hc.m  a 
very  joft  and  prudent  owgillraie,  vim  jud^d 
well  gF  the  rights  of  civil  governntent,  and 
of  the  power  of  his  office,  and  difcrunfe- 
nanced  civil  puniJh  meats  on  irUjpuuc  ar* 
counts  (£ee  Laidwer'j  credibility  of  ths 
jrsfpg/ tijit/rji  rvl.  K  p,  4t,  349,  354,  «ntt  40a.  J 

Ik  flicacd  luo  much  uncoocaarshirti; 
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if  it  vm  out;  Jems  fa  id,  If  the  matter,  for  which  ye  have  in  a  riotous 
'manner  accufed  this  perfou,  were  ready  forae  unrighte- 
o  ye  j^.rcifou  _ous  thing  again  ft  the  taw  of  property  and  of  the  civil  go* 
uvula  ii»t  I  vemment;  or  if  it  were  for  iniquitous  fe£b,  fuch  as  n> 
{^7  WI,il  bcllion,  robbery,  or  murder,  -or  any  other  crime  rhar 
lyes  under  my  cognizance,  as  a  civil  magiflrate,  there 
might  indeed  be  fome  reafou  for  me  to  overlook  your 
diforderly  and  clamorous  way  of  bringing  him  before 
me  \  and  it  would,  by  all  means,  be  proper  for  me  pa¬ 
tiently  to  hear  whatever  ye  have  to  fay  again  ft  him,  in 
order  to  my  judging  of  tne  true  merits  of  the  caufe* 
is  But  if  it  be  1 5  But  if,  as  I  perceive,  it  relates  only  to  points  in 

a _ ?ncft!OQ  of  debate  between  yourfeivea,  about  religious  opinions  and 

ami  of  your  bw,  practices,  and  what  names  lhall  he  given  to  the  permit 
look  ye  to  it?  for  whom  Paul.  preaches,  whether  he  fhali  he  called  the 
Chrijt  or  the  Mejjuih%  or  not  9  and  what  your  law  of  Mo* 
fes  fays,  about  the  privileges  of  the  GeAtiUs,  and  their 
obligation  to  worlhip  the  God  of  Ifrael  in  your  way; 
even  adjult  thefe  things  among  yourfelves,  and  do  not 
trouble  me  with  them  :  For  1  am  refolved  not  to  rater- 


ttf  And  K t 
drive  them  from 
the  ju^aicot* 
fen. 


meddle  with  fuch  affairs,  to  bear  and  try,  and  pals 
judgment  upon  them  ;  they  being  foreign  to  my  office, 
and  not  coming  under  my  jurifdiciion,  as  a  Roman  go¬ 
vernor;  and,  as  far  as  I  fee,  one  fe£t  of  you  has  as 
much  right  as  another  to  progagate  its  own  notions, 
provided  it  be  without  difturoing  the  public  peace, 
which  is  moft  of  all  endangered  by  your  tumultuous 
proceedings  againft  this  man* 

16  And  with  a  good  deal  of  fternnefi  and  refen  tment 
in  his  words  and  countenance,  he  ordered  his  officers 
to  put  them  out  of  court ;  and  commanded  them  to  de¬ 
part,  and  behave  peaceably  for  time  to  come,  that  nei¬ 
ther  he,  nor  the  community,  might  have  any  further 
occaGon  to  complain  of  them ;  and  £0,  according  to 
Ch  rift’s  promife  to  Pauly  {ver*  io*)  no  man  was  fuffered 
to  hurt  Mm* 


t'TJjmdttbe  l7  ®ot  {*)  the  multitude  of  thp  unbelieving  Greeks 
nitckj  tuoksnty  then  prefenr,  being  utter  enemies  to  Chriftianity,  were 
the  cin«r  f0  provoked  at  Gallia's  favouring  Paul ,  and  driving  the 
^0£llCj  Jems  out  of  court  becaufe  of  their  oppqfition  to  him, 
that,  to  fliew  their  refentment,  they,  upder  JraiJb  in¬ 
fluence,  infolently  and  outrageoufly  feiied  upon  Sqfl- 
benes  *,  the  prefident  of  tt)e  fynagogne,  and  a  friend 

of 


NOTES. 

about  hisotvri  bcinff  acquainted  with  tHofctm*  who,  by  G&tEdi  own  principle* *  wu  an  in* 
pot  taut  thing;,  uhick  he  lb  lightly  fpoke  nf^  noerpt  man, 

1  fccujth  w it fi  politic  vie**f  a*  a  qm-ffio*  of  *  Various  are  the  opinions  about  Ssfifrcm* 
-u  ordi  jjirrf  auj  of  tit  Jcwilh  J&**t re rv  Some  fiippofe  him  to  ha re  been  marie  the 

1 was  too  regent  of  reft  raining  the  chief  vfiet  of  the  fyaaftogoe,  in  the  room  of 
igynrics  cb *1  nerecftticdto  S^h^csj  ver*  17.  when  he  (ura6d  ChriftaJi*  (v«.  B*) 
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*nd  beit  hhm  fevcrelf,  even  before,  the  face 
judgiaciu  -  fat  *  the  governor,  while  he  was  fitting;  on.  the  bench  : 
and  Oatti*  qnt  And  Galiioj  not  knowing  what  might  be  the  confe> 
**"*  quenfce  were  he  to  intetpofe,  took  no  notice,  of  either 
’  this  affront  to  himfelf,  or  of  their  sbufing  ah  innocent 

man,  choofing  rather  to  wink  at,  and  give  way  to  their 
prefent  fury,  than  to  attempt  to  fupprefs  it,  and  embroil 
,  himfelf  in  their  religious  quarrel*. 
aft*  rug  afKf»H  this  huftle,  continued  at  Corinth 

%Jrf  y,,  ,'good  under  the  proteQion  and  countenance  of  the  governor, 
white.  »nd  then  for  a  confidcrabje  time  longer  *,  God  haviog  (till  more 

rh°  breihrffl'Lid  ww^  ^  to  <io  at  that  place  s  and  then  he  took  a 
Oiled  iiienet  taw  folejnn  farewell  of  tbe  difciple*  that  had  heen  convert- 
Syrii,  and  with  ed  there,  with  Chriftian  falutations,  exhortations,  and 
Praycrs  »  ai*d  went  a  <hip-board  from  thence  to  rhe  j>ro- 
ftorn  in  head  jo  vince  of  Syria,  in  company  with  t  Pri/cUta  and-  Aquih, 
Cendttea :  forhe  he  having  (horn  his  head  f  at  Gtnchrta ,  a  fca  port  of 
liada  vow.  the  IJihmus  near  Corinth :  For  in  condefcenfion  to  the 
Jnvs,  that  he  might  gain  fbme  of  them,  (i  Cor .  ix.  jo.)  J| 
he  had  taken  a  voluntary  vow  of  NaZaritifm  upon  him* 
felf  for  a  time,  at  the  expiration  of  which  his  head  was 
to  be  (bared,  according  to  the  law.  [Numb.  vi.  i, — it.) 


NOTES. 


19  In 


or  that  he  had  been  fa  before  him,  and  ft  ill  af  the  two.  Homr,  this  ttwws  how  little 


waa  known  by  ihit  changer;  others,  that  be 
waa  chief  ruk  of  another  fynagnguc  at  Co¬ 
rinth;  and  others,  that  he  wai  Oijput*  who, 
bearing  two  names,  is  here  called  S^hae u 
Accwdingiy  Tome  uke  him  to  have  Uco  an 
unconverted  Jew*  and  a  ring  leader  to  this 
-fair*  and  others,  a  Chriftiin,  or  at 
lc4ll  a  friend  of  PW,  u  lam  inclined 
to  thiti V.  he  was :  For  if,  a*  is  high¬ 
ly  probable,  this  was  the  fame  Sefihwf* 
whom  (he  apoflle  call*  bis  brother*  1  Gw.  L  1. 
it  ii  certain  ihfi  he  was  either  now,  or  after- 
tttwnpls  a  Ch  rift  tart;  and  It  £em$  to  me,  it 
if  the  Jens*  being  reft r^ned  from  meddling 
with  JWt  the  Greets*  at  their  inftiearion, 
as  they  were  going  001  of  court,  fell  upon 
Shj}hcKtit  Po^r $  frieoJ,  to  intimidate  the 
governor,  and  provoke  him  to  do  jonaihiug 
agrioft  the  Chrilliins,  and  to  gratify  the 
Jews*  ui  like  manner  as  the  Jews  dealt  with 
Pilate,  to  bring  him  into  thar  matures  o- 
giinft  our  bfeited  Lord* 

*  Hi*  tarty} tg  Cm  jet  e  good  wbiU>  ferns 
to  relate  to  the  time  he  Arid  at  CYriu/A,  ijlif 
the  expiration  of  the  year  and  fix  1 n&thf 


dependence  can  be  had  on  the  Popifb  argu¬ 
ment  for  Peter's  fopretnacy,  hecaufc  his  name 
'  w  ordinarily  mentioned  before  the  other  a* 
poftks,  though  Andrew  Oanda  before  him  in 
John  l.  44. 

$  Thoiethat  lived  mt  fach  a  difhntt  from 
the  temple^  that  they  could  not  reach  kbj 
the  time  their  vow  was  expired*  might  /have 
their  heads  it  what  place  fberer  they  found 
themfelves  j  at  whict  time  they  fct  attdc  the 
price  of  their  LacriScc,  in  order  to  bring  or 
lend  it  to  the  temple  by  the  next  opportunity* 
Umverfit  htfiory*v6l,  i.  p .  j*.  and  wd,  Grot* 
in  he.  fiot  foeif  think  that  Paul  did  nor  ac¬ 
tually  perform  this  fervicc  in  the  journey  he 
.was  now  taking  to  JtraJakm*  where  hie  ttay 
was  very  fboit,  ver^  as,  sii  while  others  fup- 
pofc  that  this  was  one  motive  to  the  journey 
itfclf. 

J|  As  the  Nawtitfs  vow  included  a  moral 
ig4t;on  to  purity,  and  felf- dedication  to 
God,  it  was,  at  k*ftf  a*  bwfut  for  the  ** 
poftk  to  uft  the  ceremonial  rices  that  attend¬ 
ed  It,  as  any  others  of  the  M&fik  when 
the  rircumftances  of  things  made  it  expedient* 


mentioned  ver*  1 1*  and  feme  tappoUr  si  was 
about  half  a  yvar  more. 

t  Afi'U  is  mentioned  ver*  a.  aud  x6t  bc- 
fiJTC  Prifdiia;  but  here,  and  in  Rem,  xvi.  5* 
aiid  a  Trm.  w,  ip.  the  is  put  firft,  to  /hew 
thtt  in  Ckrifi  Jtfas*  there  is  nether  msU  wr 
;  aod,  perhaps,  becaj/e  (he  was  firit 

tv^ver^cdj  01  wis  ;hc  meft  icabuj  CurriUa 


1  Gor,  vi.  1  a-  (See  lh«  notes  on  ebap.  xvh  j. 
and  xxi  14.)  But  Grpths*  Hmmond*  and 
ibme  oth*r%  fuppotc7  that  it  was  AqtrJa*  and 
nut  Pea rf,  that  had  /beared  hk  he=4;  tad  by 
ike  con/Lultan  it  may  be  applied  to  either 
vifhttn  by  leaving  out ,  or  placing  the  point 
utter  Apiiii* 
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ip  And  be 
eunt  to  Ephefui, 
lod  left  ibem' 
there  :  but  he 
fcifftfcJf  entered 
into*  tlie  fyiu* 
gogne,  and  to  - 
lonod  with  the 
Jews. 


10  When  they 
deTmd  him  to 
terry  kiDgex  time 
with  them,  he 
cou&ntod  rust: 

ir  Rut  bade 
them  fart  allay¬ 
ing,  Inraftby  ill 
nwaa*  keep  tbit 
fcaft  that  comet  h 
in  Jerufakm ;  T 
will  return  again 
oaroyou,  if  God 
will.  And  be 
failed  from  Epbe- 
liu. 


%%  AnS,  vhea 

he  had  landed  at 
Cctirca,  and  gone 
Up  and  fainted 
the  church,  he 
went 


19  In  this  voyage  he  came  to  Ephsfus ,  the  chief  city 
of  the  Proemfuiar  Afia\  and  there  he  .left  Aquila  and 
PrifeWa ,  ihofe  experienced  and- knowing  Chrillians,  to 
infill  evangelical  principles  in  private  cv.nvcr&tion,  {yer, 
26.)  as  they  might  have  opportunity:  But  being  Hill 
willing)  according  to  bis  cuftom,  to  preach  Chrift  jirjl 
to  the  Jevftt  wherever  he  found  them,  he  himfdf  went 
into  their  fyevagogue  at  Epixfut  before  he  departed,  and 
gave  them  a  fermon  publicly  upon  the  important  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gofpel. 

20  Aqutla  and  PrifcilLitbei&g  defiroua  of  dill  more 
of  his  company  and  fcrvices,  in: reared  him  to  continue 
with  them  a  little  longer  y  however,  for  fpccial  impor¬ 
tant  reafons,  which  he  acquainted  them  with,  (ver.  21,) 
he  could  not  tell  how  to  comply  with  their  requeft. 

2t  But  he  took  his  leave  of  them  ui  an- engaging 
Cbrifliati  manner ;  and  to  excufe  his  not  flaying  any 
longer  with  them,  at  prefent,  he  faid,  I  mu  ft  needs  at¬ 
tend  the  approaching  paflbver,  which  is  by  way  of  e- 
minence  called  tbefeafl,  at  Jerufalem  ■,  not  that  1  think 
myfelf  obliged  in  conference  to  obferve  it,  but  that  I  may 
at  once  confult  my  brethren  and  falute  the  church  there, 
(ver.  22.)  and  may  take  that  opportunity  of  general  con- 
courfe  to  try  again  what  may  yet  be  done  by  the  bl ef¬ 
fing  of  God,  for  winning  over  Jewt  arid  religious  pro- 
felytesro  Cbrift,  and  taking  off  their  prejudices  again  ft 
me  and  the  gofpel:  But  as  my  heart  is  with  you,  and  is 
much  fet  upon  helping  forward  the  good  work,  of  which, 
through  grace,  there  feem  to  be  fome  hopeful  beginnings 
here,  1  faithfully  promife,  God  willing* to  take  the  very 
firft  opportunity  of  returning  to  you,  that  1  may  more 
fully  communicate  the  gofpd  of  Chrift,  in  humble  de¬ 
pendence  that  he  will. make  it  his  power  to  tbc  falvation 
of  many  fouls :  And  having  given  them  this  alFurance 
to  quiet  and  encourage  them,  he  went  aboard  again,  and 
failed  away  from  Epbjvi. 

22  And  arriving -by  a  direft  courfe  at  Ccfarea  in  Pa- 
Icftiw,  which  was  the  moft  common  and  commodious 
port  to  land  at  in  his  way  to  JentfaUmy  he  went  afhore  ; 
and,  going  up  from  thence  to  Jerufalem^  he  faluted  the 
church  there  *,  in  the  moft  afleftionate  eipreffions  of 
his  brotherly  icgatd  to  them,  afking  how  the  work  of 


NOTE. 

*  That  the  ehorch  here  meant  was  that  at  table  ve  have  other  wile  no  account  of  tbc  t* 
yera/dUm^,  whkh  miglit  U  called  hy  w?ay  of  po fUe^s  Journey  thith^  where  be  bid  Jaid, 
eminence  thf  cfarcht  on  account  of  its  befrig  he  mnft  needs  be  at  the  next'  fra  ft,  (vCr,  ax.) ; 
the  mother  church  of  bdbVtrs  under  the  goE  and  Dot  bog  after  he  bad  fihiftied  thi*  jocr- 
pel  (hie,  i*  fufikkntly  evidenr,  bccarafej&wy  neyf  he,  according  to  his  preotife,  ver*  u, 
and  goitfg  is  the  ufoal  ftile  for  per-  went  agaita  to  Epbtfut*  ax  appears  from  chap, 
wns  going  to  and  from  J&ttfoUm ;  wd  be-  xu,  u  Sfr  Dr  fFhiitys  note* 


ofcr  aH  the 
country  of  Gill- 
tta  asd  Phrycta 
inonttrjlreagn^ 
ening  all  the  dif- 
'’ple*. 
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wcat  down  to  the  Lord  prospered  among  them,  and  telling  them  what 
A&uocJh  great  things  God  had  dost  by  his  miaillry  among  the 

GentiUt,  as  well  as  Jewst  And  then,  baaing  anfwered 
the  .end  of  his  journey,  thither,  and  found  that  no  re¬ 
markable  door  wa&  opened  for  any  fdnber  fervice  these, 
be  foam  left  that  city,  and  went  down  from  thence  to 
Antioch  in  Syria,  to  vilit  the  famous  cboicb  there,  by 
which  be  was  fent  forth, -in  a  folemn  and  public  manner, 
to  preach  the  gofpelio  the  Gentile:,  {chap,  xiii.  i,  £>c.)  and 
from  which  he  badfetout  on  this  laft  expedition,  {chap. 
xr.  40,  41.)  and  fo  he  Enifhed  hie  fvcond  apoftolick 
journey. 

»3  And  »n«  ai  And  when  he  had  fpent  lome  time  with  thefe  his 
he  fc»d  fp*nt  0jj  chriftian  friends  and  brethren,  in  rehearfiujt  the 
teXjMrted,  Jd  fttiCts  of  the  Lord,  and  inquiring  into  the  ftare  of  their 
affairs,  and  in  conferring  with  them,  to  their  mutual 
comfort  and  edification  in  love,  he,  taking  his  leave  of 
them,  fet  out  a  third  time  for  another  progrefe,  and  tra¬ 
velled  through  the  provinces  of  Galatia  and  Phrygia ; 
arid  taking  every  place  in  :its  courfe;  as  it  lay  in 

bis  way,  he  gave  fuch  inftruQions  and  exhortations,  as 
were  fu'ited  and  bleflVd  of  God,  to  encourage  and  ftrength- 
en  the  hearts  of  all  the  converts,  that  had  been  made 
in  his  lad  journey,  {chap.  xvi.  5,  6.)  and  to  promote 
their  faith,  hope,  and  patience  in  the  profefiion  of  the 
gofpej.  i- 

34  Now  (**)  after  thcapoftle  was  gone  from  Ephcfut, 
{»«*.  19.)  there  came  thither  a  certain  Jew,  Apilfos  by 
name,  who  was  a  native  of  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  which 
abounded  with  Jews ;  and  he  was  (»»)'"’’}  an  ingenious 
learned,  young  man,  exceeding  fluent  in  fpeeeb,  and 
expert  in  the  knowledge  and  life  of  the  Old  TtfUmeot- 
feriptores,  not  only  by  means  of  his  education  and  ftudy, 
but  alfo  by  a  fupeiior  influence  of  the  Spirit,  which 
difeovered  itfelf  with  great  power  in  his  difeourfes. 

2$  This  admirably  accompliihed  youth  had  been  ini¬ 
tiated,  like  a  catechumen,  in  fome' princi¬ 

ples  of  the  do£bine  of  Cbrift,  and  of  falvation  by  him  $. 
and  his  heart  being  warmly  imprellcd  with  thefe  things, 
and  filled  with  a  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  fouls,  he,  with  a  great  deal  of  accu¬ 

racy,  ftudy,  and  pains,  difeourfed  and  preached  concern¬ 
ing  Chiift  and  his  kingdom,  according  to  the  belt  of 
his  light,  wbich  indeed  was  but  (mail  and  obfeure,  com¬ 
paratively  (peaking  *  s  he  being  acquainted  with  only 

*  fo 

MOTE. 

*  It  if  my  probable  that  Aftitks  murncil  baplifed  with  Jwns  baptffm  ;  ted  Co  had  no 
to  l*vc  at  dlexasJria  £>va  after  he  had  beta  opportunity  ot  being  cxplkUly  acquainted 


14  And*a  cer¬ 
tain  Jew  Mined 
Apollo^  bom  at 
Alexandria  t  an 
eloquent  maitpsiiti 
mighty  in  tlw 
ffripunrs,  Came 
to  Hphtftu. 


tS  This  mm 
was  inChuCkd  in 
the  way  of  the 
i.'iuL;  and*  be-* 
fervent  in  the 
fpirit  |  He  Ipakc 
and  caught  dili¬ 
gently  the  things 
of  the  X-anf, 
knowing  only 
the  faptlfni  of 
John* 
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fo  much  of  thefe  do&rines,  us  John  the  Baptijl  had 
taught,  and  figmfted  by  his  baptifm,  relating  to  repent¬ 
ance,  and  faith  in  the  then  approaching  Mefliah  for  the 
remiflion  of  fins,  who  would  baptize  the  believers  in  him 
with  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

is  And  be  26  And  upon  his  arrival  at  Ephefus,  he  began  to 

Sldlr'hi  t£*fr  preach  tbis  <toa,ine  publicly*  and  wirh  g1.”1  ftc^aM 
Ugogut.  Whom  and  courage  (*W«"5»i«)to  the  Jews  in  their  fynagogue: 
wb«;A,aU,«d  But  (•*»*«  mvf»)  when  Aouita  and  -  Prifcilla,  who  were 
barf,  they  took  more  enlightened,  experienced,  and  grown  Chriftians, 
him  onto  them,  heard  him,  and  perceived  tbac,  though  he  aimed  welt, 
*"d  **p«ind«l  anj  was  an  exceedingly  promifing  youth,  yet  wanted 
ef  Godamc  pe£  ftiH  further  in  fight  in  to  the  gofpel-difpenfation,  they  tonic 
tcQbj.  him  to  their  own  lodging;  where  they  treated  him  with 

great  tendernefs  and  affe&ion,  and,' according  to  their 
ability,  talked  very  ferioufly  and  dofely  with  him  in  pri¬ 
vate  convcrfation,  and  led  him  into  a  (till  more  accurate, 
(atyifta-fftt'}  clear,  and  extenfive  view  of  God's  way  of  fal- 
vation,  through  faith  in  a  crucified,  rifen,  and  exalted 
Redeemer,  as  it  was  now  further  revealed  to,  and  by  his 
holy  apofiles :  And  A  polios,  though  a  good  fcholar,  and 
popular  preacher,  was  fo  far  from  difdaining  thefe  in* 
ftru&ions  of  poor  mechanics,'  that  he  with  all  bumble- 
nefsofmind  readily-hearkened  to  their  difeourfe,  and 
cheerfully  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  as  a  rich 
improvement  of  the  flight  and  confufed  knowledge  he 
had  before  of  thefe  important  points.  ♦ 

*f  vj  And  when,  for  his  own  and  others  further  edifi- 

topaft'mtoAcb*-  cation,  he  was  inclined  to  travel  into  the  province  of 
i«,  ifa*  brohicn  Acbaia,  that  be  might  converfe  with  other  Chriftians 
wrw«,  nhwtkg  mtniftm,  and  preach  the  eofpel  there,  and  particu- 
Roeticbimjvho,  forty  at  Conatb,  {chap.  xix.  i.)  one  of  us  chief  cities, 
«hea  fee  wu  then  A<jutla  and  the  reft  of  the  believers,  the  brethren 
tEwaHKhwimk  *n  thrift  at  Epbefus ,  wrote  letters  of  recommendation 
hadbefevefftbro*  to  difciples  in  thofe  parts,  earneftly  intrearing  them 
grw*»  to  receive  and  encourage  him,  as  a  found  and  able,  faith¬ 

ful  and  zealous  fervant  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  who,  whfn 
he  came  among  them,  was,  by  the  hlefUng  of  God,  emi¬ 
nently  ufeful  to  thofe  that  had  before  received  Ckrift 
by  faith,  through  the  free  and  effectual  operations  of 
divine  graee  upon  their  hearts,  in  further  enlightening, 
comforting,  and  eftablifhing  them,  and  in  nobly  defend¬ 
ing  the  main  articles  of  Chriftianity  againft  the  attacks 
of  their  adverfaries ;  and  fo  watered  what  the  apoftle 

Paul 


NOTE. 


wHi  t(ie  doAHnct  of  the  gofpel,  ,1  dvlhrer- 
ctf  by  Chrift  ac4  hie  ipoftles,  till  be  eiroe  to 
EpUfaSt  aod  to  uugbt  them  by  theft  hoi- 
|Wh*c  «od  emioca;  CbilCtuos^  Aga*#  u4 


PrjfciUk,  wbo.  In  ill  likelihood,  lodged  him 
in  their  own  h+ufr.  th*r  they  mi riu  the  mot* 
Ijmiliuly  vad  fuUy  center ft  *iw-hia)  ibcU 
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Paul  had  planted  in  that  church,  [ver,  8*  compared 
with  t  Cor *  iii,  6  } 

28  F ot  Apollot)  with  great  judgment*  eameftnefs,  and 
power,  reafoned  with  the  Jrwt  in  their  public  afiem* 
blies  before  all  tbe  people,  confuting  their  objections, 
and  plainly  demoti  ft  rating  from  Old  Ttftament-prophe- 
cles,  which  he  waa  familiarly  acquainted  with,  (wr,  24.) 
that  jefus  was  indeed  the  promifed,  and  only  true  Mef- 
fiah,  whom  John  the  Raptift  told  them  of,  and  they  them* 
felved  hid  beta  expe&ing* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  aii  excellent  fpirit  is  it  in  gofyel  minifters  not  to  feet  their  owh  things* 
but  even  to  give  up  their  juft  and  reafooable  claims  of  maintenance  from  the 
and  labour  with  tbeir  own  hands  for  a  livelihood,  when  the  neccflity  of 
affairs  requires  it !  What  need  have  they  of  wifdum  from  above,  to  know  when, 
and  how  far |  it  may  be  expedient  for  them  to  condefcend  to  the  infirmities  of  the 
weak  and  prejudiced,  for  their  good  in  things  that  are  not  In  themfelvcs  (infill  1 
And  what  pains  fhould  they  take  in  promoting  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  as  the 
only  Saviour ;  in  perfuading  all  forts  of  fiuners  to  accept  of  him ;  in  confirming 
the  churches,  and  falUtiug  them  with  all  affeftfon  in  the  Ixird  ;  and  ill  defend¬ 
ing  the  great  truths  of  the  gofpel  againll  all  its  adverCmes,  till  they  (hew  them' 
felves  to  be  incorrigibly  wicked  and  obftiuatc  in  rejefting  it !  Such  bring  the 
hi'avicft  definition  upon  tbeir  own  heads,  white  fait  hful  minifters  Hand  dear  of 
their  blood.  But  how  much  foever  multitudes  may  ddpife  (he  gofpel  to  their 
own  perdition,  God  will  make  k  effectual  to  others,  and  among  them  to  feme 
who,  (ike  Corinthian  finnm,  and  chief  ruhru  of  fynagogucs,  were  moil  un¬ 
likely  to  receive  it :  He  orders  the  ft  at  ion  3  of  his  fervants,  and  fends  them  to 
one  place  aod  another,  according  to  tbe  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  wherever  he 
has  a  defigrt  of  grace  upon  a  chofeo  peo|rfe  to  bring  them  in  to  Chrift;  and  if 
God  be  with  them,  who  can  be  againft  them  ?  Great  fuccefj  Audi  crown  thc:r 
labours ;  and  civil  magistrates,  though  they  have  no  fenfe  of  religion  thcmfvlvcs, 
Hull  favour  their  righteous  caufe,  and  not  be  fufftred  to  go  beyond  the  proper 
fpherc  of  their  office,  in  taking  cognizance  of  religious  differences,  any  further 
than  the  way  of  managing  them  niay  difturb  the  public  peace,  and  may  call  for 
prote&Ion  to  the  innocent  and  injured,  which  ought  to  have  been  afforded  to 
Sijihtnesi  as  well  as  PavL  But  how  infoirht  and  outrageous  is  a  fpirit  of  bi¬ 
gotry,  which  not  only  fets  itielf  againft  th£  preachers  and  profilers  of  Cbrift,  but 
likewife  againft  fuch  juft  and  prudent  rulers,  as  difeountenance  its  fehemes  of 
fuppreffing  them  !  How  opportunely  doth  the  Lord  biiftfe[f  often  Appear  for  his 
caufc  and  intereft  !  Aud  how  ready  fhould  enlightned  Chrittians  be  to  do  what 
in  them  lyes,  with  all  tend emefs,  privacy,  and  love,  to  inftrutt  fuch  hopeful, 
ferious,  and  zealous  young  minifters,  as  have  good  talents  and  mean  well,  in  ft  cad 
cf  defpifing,  ridiculing,  ahd  expofing  them,  bccaufcthey  have  not  to  clear  no¬ 
tions  of  the  gofpel  as  might  be  wilhed  for  S  And  how  kindly  fhoiiM  foch  young 
men  accept  of  their  friendly  admonitions,  though  they  may  be  in  ftarion,  learn¬ 
ing,  and  natural  parts,  much  inferior  to  themfclves !  If  they  arc  modeft,  hum* 
bit,  and  teachable,  like  Apdlos*  they  may  at  length  be  exceeding  ufefot  to  the 
churches,  and  defer*?  the  bidicft  recommendations  to  them ;  and,  being  mighty 
in  tbe  feripturts,  how  fignalfy  ferviccablc  may  they  be  for  maintaining  the  truths 
of  the  gofpd,  confuting  errors,  and  helping  them  that  have  believed  through 
grace,  and  yet  ftill  oeed  the  minift rations  of  Chris's  fervants,  as  means  of  bis 
appointment  and  bkffiflg,  for  their  furtherance  auJ  joy  of  faith  1 


i*  f  or  he  migh¬ 
tily  courineidtht 
jftws,  aadtboi  ptt- 
MicUy,  (hewing 
fcy  the  feripeurtt 
that  Jefel  wu 
Chrift. 


Vql.hl 
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CHAP.  XIX 

Paul  returns  to  Ephefus,  and  imparts  the  Holy  Ghcjl  to  feme  that  had 
known  only  John**  bapttjm,  i, — 7*  Preaches  the  gofpel  three  months 
in  the  fynagogue,  where  meeting  with  great  oppofition ,  he  removes  to 
the  fchool  o/'Tyrannus,  and  preaches  there  two  years,  confirming  hit 
dotirine  by  miracles,  8,— 12.  Some  Jewifh  excrcifts  that  made  aft 
.  of  Ckrifi's  name  are  confounded,  and  others  of  them  converted ^  1 3, — 1 
20.  Paul  purpofes  to  go  through  Macedonia  and  Achaia  to  Jrrufa- 
Jem  and  Rome,  but  defers  it  for  fame  tin te,  21,  22.  The filver- 

fmifbs  raife  a  mob  to  cry  up  Diana  of  the  Ephcfians,  in  oppofition  to 
him,  23,-34.  But  the  town-clerk  difperfes  and  appeafes  them , 
3S»— 4t* 

Tut.  Paraphrase. 

it ci*ew  VTOW  while  Apolhs  was  labouring  with  great  2eal 
wfciieApoibUai  ’  at  Corinth,  to  which  dty  of  Achaia  he  went,  sc¬ 
at  Oiriftth,  pul  cording  to  bis  defire,  {chap,  xriii.  27.)  the  apoftle  Paul, 
he  u*^a  having  Pa®"c<t  through  Galatia  and  Phrygia,  {chap,  xviii. 
,«nwPPIo  23-)  hnown  by  the  name  of  the  upper  parts  of  Afia  the 
fcphrfus ;  and,  lifs,  returned,  according  to  his  promiie,  {chap,  xviii. 
<er,“°  21.)  to  Epbefus and  there  meeting  with  about  twelve 
a  Hefiiid  unto  perfons,  {ver.  7.)  that  believed  in  Jefus  Cbrift  as  the 
them.  Hare  ye  true  Mefliab,  he  laid  to  them.  Have  ye  received  the  mi- 
*tr  raCVilous  gifts  of  the  Hcly  Gboft,  together  with  his  gra¬ 
ced  ;  And  they  clous,  fanttifying,  and  comforting  influences,  fince  ye 
ieiii  unto  him,  embraced  the  faith  of  Chrift?  To  this  queftion  they  an- 
U^,rd  ^were<*  *»  are  f°  great  ftrangers  to  the  ftate  of  the 
whether  then  he  Meffiah’s  kingdom,  that  we  have  not  fo  much  as  heard 
any  Holy  GholK  that  the  Holy  Spirit  has  ever  worked,  under  this  new 
difptnfation,  in  an  extraordinary  manner  upon  any  per- 
Ions  whatfoever  j-  j  or  that  he  has  ever  yet  returned  as 
a  fpirir  of  prophecy,  fince  he  withdrew  from  the  cbuich 

,  CM 

dirto uiu*  3  Hereupon  the  apoftle  raid  to  them,  What!  not 

wh*t  hesud 

NOTES. 

*  Theft  prutnbf  j  \r*rt  cittucr  convert,  iw*  Pan/  wts  at  Kphtfus  before,  his  flay  was  very 
dcr  miniftry,  that  had  left  Jadte  he.  L  Ihon,  and  ftented  dp  have  only  ivikena 
fore  the  erfiifion  of  the  Spirit  on  tfe  famoat  fame,  lb  fur  is  to  give  promiftag  hopes  that 
djy  of  and  bad  ever  Jiace  lived  in  they  might  be  brought  to  the  knowfedge  of 

fomc  obfture  ilifkim  part,  of  Afia  rfe  left ;  Chrift. 

or  bad  been  travelling  »bmit  in  pitta  where  f  Thefe  difctpkf »  who  bad  been  hapiifed 
the  gufpei  hod  not  been  preached ;  or  they  with  JidVs  baptiftn,  could  not  be  ignorant 
were  converted  by  Apotk'%  miaiftry,  while  he  whether  there  were  any  fuch  thing  a,  the  Utfy 
knew  only  the  boptfim  of  Ten*,  w*d  were  not  CJ befit  became  Jvbtt  bunf^Jf  not  only  fpoke' 
perfccUy  acquainted  with  the  way  of  the  Lord,  of  the  Spirits  JcfctaJing  <*a  Ckiijh  but  tffeo 
dih  lie  came  to  from  whence,  iaua  wife  of  Cbrift’s  baptfi* rj  -with  the  fi'jfy  G&4jft 

after  be  had  received  more  light,  he  went  kv  A faub.  iik  1 1.  and  Jaba  i.  3i- :  But  they  hid 
(chap,  nvtii.  14J—17,)  On  cither  never  heard,  that  this  wu  actually  widc  to- 
of  theft  fuppoficioftt,  it  is  m>  wonder,  that  jjati,,  in  any  <dttonluuuy  duJiui  hb 
thvy  bad  heard  nothing  of  the  efffclion  of  the  together  with  hit  gftcc*> 

Spirit;  dpecially  if  wc  cuoftlcr,  that,  when 


Suit 

vhtf  the*  WW 
■C  luptbcA?  ^od 
hey  /aid,  Upto 
aha**  hapti/ja* 


4  Then  fold 
Pawl,  John  raily 
wprifed  with  the 
ttptifm  of  re* 
pimaiug,  frying 
jnio  the  people. 
That  (bey  JbookJ 
believe  on  him 
which  ,  ftouLd 
come  after  bhn- 
that  Is;  on  Chritt 
Jefos. 


*  TOm  fliey 

heard  fftrr  they 
'b  en  biptifed  la 
the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jefo*. 


W*  Ac+s  if  the  Apostle*  p&rapbrajttk  aiy 

heard  of. the  great  effhGon  of  the  Holy  Spirit  from  the 
crucified,  rifeii*  and  exalted  Saviour !  Into  what  difc 
j>eufation  tbeii)  and  to  the  fealing  of  what  doGrine*  and 
Of  your  holy  profeffion  of  it)  were  ye'  baptized  ?  They 
replied  again*  We  have  been  only  partakers  of  John** 
baptilm*  for  the  parpofes  for  Which  he  adjntmftred  itf 
with  a  reference  td  the  approaching  Mrifiahj  who  Be 
faid)  *nd  we  believed,  was  theri  very  foon  to  appear. 

4  Then  Pauly  to  lead  them  into  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift)  faid,  The  preaching,  together  with  the  baprifrri) 
of  Jz&n  was  indeed*  (^>)  to  call  and  oblige  his  difciples 
to  repent  of  rheirfins*  upon  encouragement*  taken  frdm 
the  abundant  grace  of  the  gofpe)-kingdoni»  which  was 
then  juft  at  hand  £  he  telling  them  that  it  was  their  du¬ 
ty  and  intereft,  as  ever  they  Would  efcape  the  wrath  to 
cbme;  to  believe  in  him*  who  would  very  food  appear 
in  his  public  CharaGcr  after  hitnfclF}  by  which  John 
meant;  that  they  (hould  believe  in  Jeftis  Chriftj  as  the 
only  Saviour,  whom  God  has  anointed  to  that  office* 

5-  And  (^).wben  the  people*  (w*  4,)  heard*  and  be¬ 
lieved  this  welcome  new$  of  the  near  approach  of  the 
prormfed  and  expected  Meffiah,  they  were  baptised  in 
the  liftme  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  that  Meffiah  *  i  and  fo 
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*  TbeS  words  are  taken  by  maty  to  be 
lai/i,  am]  not  Poufs;  But  I  rather  think 
them  tv  be'  a  condneattoa.  of  ebe  apcAlc’s 
own  word 4,  which  the  hiftoriui  retries  to  the 
tad  of  this  verfe,  and  then  goes  on  ndth  die 
lUfTitta  of  what  followed  on  the  ipoftk** 
difrourft  with  them :  For  the  mqCt  accurate 
grammatical  conftrufHro  of  the  words  leads 
ns  [has  to  imderfiaiKl  them ;  and  frvcrtl  of 
the  grmefl  critics,  fuch  as  Drufiutf  Jkxtr, 
ud  Bxfarit  tdl  us  that  the  panido  ver* 
j*  aoJwer*,  as  a  reddiint,  to  >11?,  ver-  4.  and 
that  a  new  leu renct  never  begins,  u  it  doth 
In  this  Ycrfe,  with  ft  atid  a  psrtkiple,  where 
pi*  fo  immediately  goes  before  it,  as  it  doth 
here  to  vcf.  4,  Nor  can  wt  be  futtftbat  any 
of  John* i  dUctpktf  modi  Jefi  ail  of  them, 
were  tm  rebsptHed  with  water,  upeh  their 
believing  m  Chritf  as  that  Meffiab,  into  the 
faith  of  wHom  their  mailer  had  baptifodthem: 
For  as  our  Lord  did  not  order  the  eleven  a- 
poftlet  to  be  them/elves  baptiftd  under  the 
gofpeMifpen  fat  ion  t  but  only  to  biptftc  o- 
therr,  MrfiL  xxvith  ip.  fo  h  doct  not  appear 
that  they  had  any  other  bvptiim  than  that  of 
Jzhu  The  apotrle  Pool  indeed  was  baptiftd 
after  his  con  wlion  ;  but  he  probably  never 
was  one  of  Johxs  difciples.  The  fame  may 
be  laid  of  the  three  thoofond  that  were  bap- 
tiled  on  the  remarkable  day  of  Pentrtoft,  who 
&tm  to  bm  beep  raoJHy  Jtwt  thu  come 


T  E. 

froiu  difriDt  nations,  And  it  appears  td  me, 
that  there  Was  no  need  of  rebapiiGng 
difespfes,  Gnce  both  baptifrm  wdre  for  foG- 
fUhte  the  frme,  and  into  the  faith  of  the 
,frme  divine  perifyi,  only  one  was  in  the  name 
of  him  who  was  immediately  to  comi3  and  I  be 
other  of  l\im  who  was  tlrtody  emt ;  and  lb 
when  Jefns  was  believed  and  uwtlcd  to  be  rbe 
true  Meffiah,  tbs  faith  of  fnch  perfons*  toy* 
ther  with' the  truth  of  the  doctrine  they  pro- 
felied,  was  fignified  and  feated  by  the  bap- 
ttfm  which  prttwedi  as  welt  as  by  tb*i  which 
fiU$u*td  hts  affual  appearing.,  -And  unkfs 
iltefo  bapcifcii  were  the  fame  for  fubftariev, 
euri  muft  be  ejftotiollf  different  from  that 
whidh  Chrilt  himfelf  rtcrivcd,  Ence  he  was 
baprifrdonly  by  *J$bo ;  and  confcqiicdtly  the 
New  Tedanient-church  has  not  that  commu¬ 
nion  with  him  in  a*  the  Old  Tcfla- 

nait^orch  had  in  circuircifioa*  lUtt  if  a  f- 
(ef  alt,  it  fhould  be  fcp'pofed,  fhat  the  dif* 
ferenre  between  baprifmg  in  the  name  of  th€ 
Meffiah,  as  fo  toittt3  and  as  already  torn?,  was 
£a  rmterhl,  as  to  mike  it  requifue  that  the 
lame  perfons,  up^n  their  believing  So  jefus* 
as  the  Meffiah,  whom  'John  fwike  of,  fbould 
b*  baptifed  again ;  ihh  is  no  argument  for  re- 
baptiiinjr  any  one  in  aftfcr  tjjrs^  in  which  no 
foch  difference ciu  be. pretended;  nihdi  k» 
U  it  fo,  if  Mr.  HfHn’t  thought  be  admitted, 
vie.  Ttu  tbofr  perfons  were  Uptifod,  not  Ivy 
»  ,  ’  y^rt 


4  And*  when 

Frol  kid  la:cl  hit 
(hem, 

the  Holy  Cihoit 
timt  on  them ; 
ifld 
with 

ud  prop] 
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were  turned  over,  and  devoted  to  him,  who,  in  fad, 
did  come  immediately  afterwards;  and,  having  finiihed 
the  work  of  redemption,  is  now  exalted,  as  Lord  of  all, 
at  the  Father's  right  hand,  to  baptize  his  difuples  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  according  to  the  Ggnification  of  John's 
baptizing  them  with  water;  {Matth.  iii.  11.)  And 
therefore  whether  ye  had  heard  of  the  adual  pouring 
out  of  the  Spirit,  or  not,  there  was  abundant  reafon  for 
you  to  be  looking  and  hoping  for  it.  } 

6  And  when  Paul  had  inflru£Ud  thefe  difciples,  (ver. 
1.)  after  this  manner,  about  the  nature,  obligation,  and 
(ltfign  of  John's  baptifm,  which  pointed  to  Chrift,  and 

r  fuperfeded  any  neccflity  of  their  being  baptized  again 

*  pToeurs  Wlt^  watcI>  he  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  as  a  fignal 

ropbebed.’  of  what  Chrift  would  do  for  them  \  and  the  Holy  Ghoft 
came  down  in  a  gracious  and  miraculous  way  upon 
them  ;  fv  that  they  were  baptized  with  the  Spirit ;  And, 
by  his  extraordinary  gift,  they  immediately  fpoke  in 
different  forts  of  languages,  which  they  had  never  learnt 
before ;  and,  by  divine  fuggeftion,  they  explained  and 
applied  Old  Teftament-propheties,  and  fpoke  of  the 
glorious  things,  that  are  ftUl  more  clearly  revealrd  un¬ 
der  the  New  Teftament-difpenfjtions;  God  hereby  giv¬ 
ing  a  plain  and  vifiblc  teftimony  to  the  gofpel,  in  its 
hrft  plantation  at  Ephefust  and  at  the  fame  time  tho¬ 
roughly  qualifying  thefe  converts,  in  an  inftanf,  for 
preaching  it,  wherefoevei  Providence  might  call  them. 

7  And  the  number  of  the  men  that  were  thus  fig- 
naliy  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  .was  about  twelve,  an- 
fwerableto  the  number  of  the  apoftles  on  whom  the 
Spirit  defeended,  in  like  manner,  at  the  fcaft  of  Pente- 
coft.  {Chap.  ii.  3,  4,  fee  the  note  there.) 

.  8  Then  (*)  Paul*  being  honour  d  wirb  thefe  incon- 

S*,  ™t  rffc  teftible  credentials  of  a  divine  authority,  which  appear- 
boWIy.  for  ihft  ed  in  this  effect  of  the  laying  oh  of  his  hands,  went  in¬ 
to  the  fynagogue  of  the  Jewi,  that  he  might,  as  ufual, 
make  the  firft  offer  of  tbe  gofpel  to  them  ;  and  he  preach¬ 
ed  publicly,  with  all  freedom  and  holy  boldnefs,  as 
knowing  what  he  affirmed,  time  after  time,  for  about 
a  quarter  of  a  year;  reafoniog  with  them, 

bearing  and  anfwering  their  nhjeftions,  and  earncflly 
iiureating  them,  as  they  would  value  their  own  fplva- 
tion,  to  embrace  the  great  and  glorious  dodririe s  which 
he  had  publifhed  among  them,  pertaining  to  the  king¬ 
dom 


?  Ami  alt  the 
men  were  about 
twelve. 


S  Andhcwent 


Ipjctf  of  three 
nw3thst  dtfpu:* 
and  perfnad- 
lnjj  the  ihiftgs 
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7**  uhtrofelf,  but  in  his  name,  by  fame  of  hi* 
wc*k  difdpks*  who  were  zealous  fnr  thdr 
Mrfer*s  honour,  znd  ignorantly  tapi'ifed 
cheat,  into  hit  doOriuc,  without  Looking  vty . 


T  B* 

further*  Betides  the  authors  abM-rimfrm- 
ed,  ice  Dr  kar 0/  tht  2*W 

TtJlsmtBft  voU  L  p»  ip?* 
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concerning- jom  0f  grace,  which  God,  by  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift, 
Viojpkwioj  God.  Up  jn  this  world,  and  will  maintain,  till  he  fltali 

advance  its  happy  fubje&s  to  bis  kingdom  of  glory  in 
the  world  to  come. 

9  B«t  vhea  9  But  when,  after  this  fair  trial,  feme  of  them  bar* 
deaui  'TS  dened  their  hearts  again  ft  thefe  important  and  concern - 
licfcd*  im,  but  ing  truths,  and  reje&ed  them  by  unbelief,  yea,  and  in 
fpake  e«il  of  thiic  the  prcfeace  of  alt  the  people  fpokt  reproachfully  and 
”dtk£??  bitterlf  aPainft  Jef»«  bimfelf,  who  is  the  Wiy,  the 
depart fd  from  Truth)  and  the  lift ,  {John  xiv.  6.)  and  againft  God's 
LVmf and  ftpan-  gracious  method  of  falvation  by  him,  which  the  apoliie 
SfpntiDgdal^ia  Preacb*d,  and  true  believers  owned  and  profcfltd  j  he 
the  ichoot  of  one  then  turning  away  from  thole  defpifers  and  rcvifcrs,  as 
Tyranmis.  incorrigible  enemies,  went  out  of  their  fynagoguc  j  and, 
taking  the  believers  in  Chrift  along  with  him,  he  ltpa- 
rated  them  from  the  fociety  and  communion  of  thole 
obflmate  infidels  ;  and '  repairing  to  the  *  public  fchool 
of  one  whofe  name  was  Tyrannus,  he  there  preached 
daily  to  the  people,  explaining,  proving,  and  defend¬ 
ing,  oranfwering  cavils  and  obje&iona  again#  the  great 
doctrine  of  falvation,  through  a  crucified  and  rifen  Re¬ 
deemer. 


to  And  this  10  And  this  be  continued  to  do  with  indefatigable  h- 
sontinuAl^hr^be  hour,  great  diligence, and  wonderful  fuccek,  for  the  fpace 
year,;  fo  tb,t  alt  cf  abour  +  two  years  together  ;  fo  that  vaft  multitudes  of 
they  which  d««lc  the  leffer  Ajia)  who  retorted  on  various  occafions  to 
warfjf rtjLwj  tb,‘s  ^arnoUS  City,  had  not  only  opportunity  of  heating, 
Jefui,  both  Jew*  but  many  of  them  were  brought  to  receive  the  goi'pel 
and  Crock*.  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  both  Jras  and  Gentiles  ^  the  politer 
-  fort  of  which  are  fignlfied  by  the  name  of  Greeks, 
wwph* 1 ""fp^al  1 1  ^n(*  f°r  tbc  abundant  confirmation  of  thefe  blef- 

tniuclc*  by  the  fed  tidings  of  a  Saviour  to  all  nations,  and  for  engaging 
hands  of  Paul ;  the  people’s  attention  to  them,  God  was  pteafutf  to 

work  divers  miracles  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  and 
in  a  very  uncommon  way,  by  the  miniftration  of  Paul, 
who,  as  Chrift’s  ferrant,  did  greater  works  than  him- 
n  Sort-,  ai  from  ,n  the  than ner  of  performing  them,  bceaufe  he 

feu  body  were  was  gone  to  the  Father.  (See  the  note  on  John 
bro’j£hr  onto  the  xiv*  L2.J 

f>ck  ,  ha"dfeq-  12  So  that  not  only  the  Tick  that  were  brought  to 

the 


NOTES. 


*  Some  fiippofe  that  this  was  a  drwjffrp 
fchool  of  the  7 mn ;  and  other*.  (hit  it  was 
A  pbityephital  fchnol  of  the  Grrekt*  Gni,  he 
that  as  k  will*  here  was  liberty,  which  there 
vet*  not  in  the  fynapogucr,  for  all  forts  of  per* 
even  Genii  tc  'Maters,  as  well  as  others, 
to  attend  <m  the  preaching  of  the  gofjwl. 
t  Time  tour  fern  kiMcd.to  the  thrtf 
ia  wfiicb  the  apofris  jrocU'vd  Ui  {be 


fynxpoRK,  ver.  I*  and  the  time  he  fpent  if- 
ttr  ail  fills  at  ver-  x J*  make  up,  in 

the  whole,  ilmut  fWr  ywr*  of  hi*  uhoda 
there,  according  to  ;he  account  he  £j/c  at  it 
to  the  elders  of  rhe  Ephtfian  church,  tbip. 
XX'  p.  Or,  as  Olliers  think,  it  thvea 
ye»^  from  the  rime  of  hi*  firit  coming'  to  E« 
p&tWt  fo  the  lime  of  his  taking  hU  farewell 
ui  thuji  hrcdircn, 


Acts  tit  Apq$t Ies  paraptrafoL  Cb*  xix» 

chief*  pr  aprons*  the  apoftte  were  cured  *  bin  handkerchiefs  *  or  aprons* 
Spaned  11  from  r^at  bad  touched  his  body,  were  carried  to  difeafed  per- 
thtTft,  and  the  Tons;  and  at  this  fignal,  though  not  from  any  virtue  in 
C^e  rb‘n8s  themftlves,  they  were  inflantly  healed  at  a 
'  ?  r01"  diftance,  whatever  their  diftempers  were;  and*  in  like 

manner,  fueh  as  were  corporally  poffefled  by  wicked 
and  malicious  fpirits,  (fee  the  note  on  M&ttb.  iv«  24.) 
were  relieved  and  delivered  from  them,  which  carried 
an  intimation  of  the  gracious  deftgn  of  the  gofpel,  and 
of  its  efficacy,  when  attended  with  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  to  heal  fpiritual  maladies,  and  to  fet  cap¬ 
tive  fouls  at  liberty,  from  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan. 

13  Then  per-  13  This  being  obferved  wirb  admiration  and  ap- 
^nd°fj^Va«-  P*at”e  by  the  people,  feme  ftrofling  that  went 

5>irifl&,ro-'kup<>n  about  as  fortune  tellers,  and  pretended  to  the  art  of  ex- 
them  t«  call  over  ore  i  fine  or  calking  out  devils  by  conjuration, 
tvi\  rpin»,  the  attempted  to  invoke  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jems,  and 
june of  the  Lord  pronounce  ir,  by  way  of  charm,  over  fome  that  were 
•d^re^Tifv^!  pofiWfed  with  evil  fpirits,  in  hopes  that  it  might  be  as 
cffcflual  in  their  mouths  as  it  had  been  in  PauP$t  and 
'  that  they  might  thereby  bring  diferedit  on  the  gofpel, 
and  advantage  to  themfelves,  faying  to  the  devils,  that 
pofiVJTed  fever al  people.  We  command,  and  even  bind 
you  with  the  folemnsty  of  an  oath,  (^*<**1*}  to  come  out 
of  thefe  perfons,  by  the  authority  of  that  Jefus  whom 
And  therfi  ^ aUi ^  proclaims,  and  calls  upon,  to  expel  you. 

^»^ftv<?t’ronsCor  !4  Among  thele  vain  pretenders,  there  wefe  feveq 
rit  tccy*  a  Jew,  fons  of  one  Sctviti  a  chief  prieft  among  the  Jtwjy  (fee 
^JcHici  of  ihe  the  note  on  Mattb.  ii.4.)  that  joined  together  in  try* 
Jo.  ing  this  method  upon  a  certain  potfrfled  man,  though 

they  themfelves  had  no  faith  in  Chrift*  as  a  divine  per- 
fon,  or  as  the  trjie  Mcfl^ab, 

And  tie  i$  But  (Jl)  the  wicked  fpint,  which  poffefied  him, 
Jctin  knowing  that  this  was  all  a  farce,  defpifed  and  jnfulted 
and  Pan!  them ;  and  yet  being  qt  the  fame  time  couftrained,  by 
1  a  divine  power,  to  own  the  atuhorjty  of  Chrilt  and  of 
the  apoftlc,  as  a£ting  under  him,  cried  out,  faying,  I 
too  well  know  who  Jefut  is,  and  that  his  power  is  too 
hard  for  me }  and  I  know  chat  P&uh  his  fervant, 
has  authority  from  him  againft  me,  as  he  a£h  in  bis 
Lord  and  Mafter^s  name,  by  his  commiffion,  and  by 
virtue  derived  from  him:  But  as  for  you,  Who  gave 
you  anv  right  to  command  me  i  Shew  your  credentials 
*  *  if 

NOTE* 

T  Thde  aprws  m  thoojjht  by  fome  to  have  to  them,  and  were  the  token*  of  their  rain. 
|ken  ihoft  that  Paal  wort  when  lit;  cubairam.  But  whatever  theft  cloths  were* 

Worked  at  htf  cent- making  trait;  orhwukt  ir  b  oerttin  that' no  Ditvnl  or  artificial  rfbor* 
fhera  to  have  been  aprons,  or  other'  linen  from  themfdTW,  could  operate  Id  fiKh  ■  qu* 
cloth*,  that  were  brought  from  Grit  perfon*,  racolotu  way  upon  the  dlfcjftd* 
end  being  touched  by  were  carried  back 
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1  kihrv ;  bit 
Mjtl 

it  Aodtbcmtii 
in  vboni  the  ctII 
fpirit  «i,  leapt 
on  them,  and  o- 
nevtaotc  then  , 
and  prevailed  *- 
gainft  them,  Jb 
that  they  fled  oat 
ofthai  bottle,  n*- 
hod  and  wound¬ 
ed. 


jy  And  thii 
vm  knom  to  all 
the  Jew*  and 
GnehfiUbdn  dic¬ 
ing  at  Jlph dbe: 
and  fear  tell  on 
them  alt,  and  the 
name  of  the  Lord 
Jefu*  m  magqL 
6«L 


ifl  And  ma* 
i>y  that  believed 
ome,  and  cpnfef- 
fed,  and  (hewed 
their  deed*. 


19  Many  alfc 
of  them  which 
uied  carious  arts 
brought  their 
books  together, 
and  burned  them 
before  all  men : 

And 


if  ye  can ;  your  words 'are  but  empty  founds}  1  neither 
fee!,  nor  fear  any  power  attending  them:  Do  your 
worit,  I  will  Dot  fubmit  to  you. 

16  Immediately  hereupon,  the  man  who  was  under 
the  power  and  potfeflion  of  the  devil  flew  upon  them 
with  prodigious  force  and  fury,  rending  and  tearing 
like  a  madman }  and  he  fo  utterly  defeated  their  exor- 
eifms,  and  fo  terribly  affrighted,  beat,  and  overpower¬ 
ed  them,  that  they  ran  out  of  the  houfe  where  they 
were,  with  their  clothes  torn  off*  from  their  backs,  mi* 
ferably  bruited  and  wounded,  and  glad  to  efeape  with 
their  lives. 

17  And  this  was  tranfaded  in  fuch  a  public  man¬ 
ner,  that  thenoifeof  it  was  foon  fpread  abroad  among 
all  the  Jruii,  and  the  mod  learned,  as  well  as  other 
GmtiUs,  that  dwelt  at  Ephejvt }  the  efFeft  of  which 
wasr  that  they  were  umverfaUy  feized  with  a  dread  of 
the  power  of  infernal  fpitits,  as  fuperior  to  all  human 
refinance,  and  of  the  danger  of  mocking  God,  and  a- 
buGng  the  faered  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus :  And  he  was 
thought,  and  fpoken  of,  with  the  higheft  reverence  and 
honour  among  the  people,  who  were  convinced  by  this, 
that  his  power  was  uncontroulable,  and  that  he  only 
was  able  to  give  an  eFeftual  commiffion  to  his  fervauts, 
to  fubdue  the  powers  of  darknefs  ;  and  that  virtue  was 
derived  from  him  for  that  purpofe,  only  through  faith 
in  his  name. 

18  And  as  the  Ephtfians  were  remarkably  infamous 
for.  the  abominabfe  inchantments  rhat  were  pratlifed 
by  them,  abundance  of  thofe  that  had  believed  m 
Chrift,  (riririroraip)  were  fo  affe&ed  at  this  manifeft 
and  furprizing  defeat  of  the  exorcifts,  that,  coming  of 
their  own  accord  to  the  apoffle  and  his  coraparfy,  they 
frankly  owned  themfelvcs  to  have  been  formerly  guilty 
of  attempting  the  like  magical  delufions  ;  and  publicly 
declared  their  wickednefe  and  folly  therein,  with  broken 
and  contrite  hearts,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  cau¬ 
tion  of  others. 

19  Yea,  a  confiderable  number  of  thofe  that  had 
dealt  in  this  black  art,  which  was,  at  belt,  but  the  la¬ 
borious  and  fallacious  trifling  of  vain  minds  about  curi- 
ofilics,  (T*f,!py*)  that  it  did  not  concern  them  to  pry  into, 
brought  along  with  them  tbeir  books,  by  which  they 
had  learnt  their  conjuring  methods,  words,  and  charms; 
and  publicly  committed  them  to  the  flames,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  all  the  people,  that  they  might  teflify  the  fin- 
eerily  of  their  repentance,  and  riitir  utmoft  indignation 
againft  their  former  crimes,  together  with  their  full  re¬ 
solution 


23* 
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and  they  counted 
the  price  ot  them, 
and  found  k  fifty 
thou  find  pietci  of 
Itlvcr- 


folution  never  to  praftife  them  again;  and  that  they 
might  take  a  fort  of  holy  revenge  upon  thefe  pernicious 
and  unlawful  books,  and  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
hamls  of  others  to  their  hurt ;  and  might  ihew  how 
ready  they  were  to  link  the  money  they  cod,  rather  than 
(ell  them,  arid  how  exceedingly  they  rejoiced  in  the 
grace*  that  had  turned  their  hearts  from  Satan  to  God, 
and  had  given  them  good  hopes  of  a  better  and  more 
enduring  fubftance:  And  thefe  books  which  were  thus 
freely  facrificed  to  the  Redeemer’s  honour,  were  fo  very 
fcarce,  that,  upon  a  moderate  computation  of  the  value 
at  which  they  had  been  rated,  and  ufed  to  be  fold,  it  was 
found  to  amount  to  the  vaft  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pieces 
of  filver  *. 

10  So  wo  ndei  fully  and  vi£k>rioufly  did  the  glorious 
gofpel  of  the  biclled  God  fpread,  and  triumph  in  its  re^ 
putition,  and  prevail  in  its  vifible  effects  upon  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  a  great  many  converts. 

2 1  When  the  fore- mentioned  remarkable  tranfa&ions 
were  over,  Paul  determined  in  his  own  mind,  by  the 
fuggeftion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  (*7 v«*rjwn)  to  vifit  the 
churches,  after  fome  little  time,  {ver.  22.)  which  he 
had  planted  in  Macedcma  and  Acbaia  or  Greece,  that 
he  might  counfel,  encourage,  and  cflablifb  them,  and 
rectify  diford ers  among  them,  {chap.  x*.  1,  2,  3.);  and 
from  thence  to  go  forward  to  Jfen/jolem,  that  he  might 
give  a  further  account  of  bis  fuccefsful  labours  to  his 
hrerhren  there  :  [Chap.  xxi.  17,-19.)  And  he  added, 
in  an  intimation  of  his  thoughts  to  fome  of  hjs  friends. 
This  will  prove  an  occafion  of  my  going  forward^  from 
thence  to  Rome  like  wife,  that  I  may  preach  the  gofpel 
at  that  feat  of  the  empire*  {Chap,  xxni  1  *.) 

12  Accordingly  be  dlfpatchcd  ii)to  Macedonia  two  of 
his  fellow-labourers,  that  bad  pome  to  him,  and  a  flirted 
him  at  Epfctjut,  viz.  his  beloved  Timothy,  and  Erqfhu% 
who  had  been  the  chamberlain  of  Corinth .  (Aom.  xvi, 
23.  See  the  note  there.)  Thefe  he  fern  before-hand  to 
regulate  fome  thingsthat  were  amifs  among  tbofe  church¬ 
es,  and  efpecialiy  at  Corinth ,  and  to  help  forward  their 
collections  for  the  poor  faints  at  JerufaUm  +,  { 1  Cor. 
*vi.  1,  ^4.)  as  alfotogive  notice  of  bis  intention  to  vifit 

them. 

N  O  T  ?  5. 

*  tn  ratMLu  c«kji  inflations’  of  uintd  it*  pretended  myfttrict;  and  this  oc- 

(nc  ftxce  make  theft  jify  thafaad  cifioitfd  tbeir  being  To  dear* 

f  fivtr  amount  fa  jifttex  fyhJrtd pfiuudt  f  |t  it  Kitcially  agreed,  thit  the  apoflle 

uhik  other*  focll  the  account  »f©H;  hft  Juft  fpiftleto  the  Cme/tos*,  fonq 

xcj  ika.7fijjr4  jiw  hundred  poundi*  And,  per-  after  he  had  lent  theft  jnei&ngerj  » that  an<| 
j  eatwagaiuly  fome  6th or  churches  in  thefe  parts,  and 

jddt&cd  to  the  magic  »rt,  the  nu^iitriitct  t|ic  iut  iptdc  by  D{X$tfriust  vcl 

A**}  forlt-d  the  de  01  theft  books  dpt  coo*  ijj,  in*  L  ’  ,¥‘ 


10  Ss  mifthlijy 
pc*  the  uhKfl  of 
Got!,  and  prevail¬ 
ed. 

it  A  Her  thefe 
tbin££  wert  end¬ 
ed,  Paul  pnrpof- 
ed  in  ihe  ftnrit, 
when  he  hat]  paf- 
fed  through 
fxdouia  and  A* 
fhdia,  to  £0  to  Je- 
rufitcrn*  fayinjj, 

After  I  baYcbcen 
thrri\  1  neuft  at  ft 
lee  Rome. 


it  So  he  ffnL 
into  Macedonia 
of  them  that 
TH  ini  fired  uq^t 
him ,  Tim  cn  lieu  j 

mid  Enjluit  bm 
he 
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h«  himWf  ft*y«d  them,  as  foon  as  conveniently  might  be,  (i  Cor.  5v.  17, 
in  aC»  fee  t  fa-  j  j,e  four)[]  j[  neceffary  for  him  to  continue  fomc 
time  longer  at  Bphefusy  and  parts  adjacent,  in  the  Pro- 
confular  JJt/h  where  the  Lord  had  ftili  further  work  for 
him  to  do,  though  there  wete  many  adverfaries.  (1  Cor* 
xvi,  8,  9.) 

23  And  during  his  abode  here,  there  arofe  a  violent 
tumult  among  the  people,  in  opposition  to  the  only  and 
eminent  way  of  bolinefs  and  happinefs  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  tit  Way,  the  Truths  and  tit  Life,  {John 
xiv.  6.) 

24  1*ot  there  was  a  noted  (ilverfmith,  Demetrius  by 
name,  whofe  chief  bufinefs  was  to  make  little  models  of 
the  famous  temple  of  Diana ,  in  which  the  image  of  that 
heathen  goddefs  was  fo  placed,  as  to  be  feen  by  opening 
folding  doors  in  the  front j  and  by  the  fale  "of  tbefe 
trinkets,  not  only  to  the  citizens,  but  alfo  to  ii rangers, 
that  came  from  all  parts  to  Ephefut^  and  nfed  to  buy  and 
Carry  them  home,  either  for  curiofity,  or  for  fupcrftiti- 
ous  purpofes,  be  had  got  abundance  of  riches,  and  main* 
rained  a  great  number  of  workmen  under  him. 

75  Tbefe,  and  as  many  other  artificers  o£  the  fame 
trade  as  be  could  meet  with,  he  fiimmoned  together  as 
fit  tools,  and  an  inrerefted  party,  for  ferving  his  mer¬ 
cenary  deftgn;  and,  to  ftir  them  up  in  the  poll  touch¬ 
ing  manner  to  join  with  him  in  it,  be  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  artful  fpeech  to  them,  faying,  Gentlemen,  ye  all 
well  know,  and  have  found  the  fweet  of  it,  that  by  our 
trade  of  making  and  felling  hirer  models  of  Diatufe 
temple,  we  nor  only  get  a  comfortable  fubfiftence  for 
ourfclres  and  families,  but  gain  confiderable  riches  ; 

26  And  ye  both  fee  with  your  own  eyes,  and  hear 
from  others,  that  not  only  at  our  own  populous  city  of 
Epbcfvty  but,  in  a  manner,  through- the  whole  province 
pf  Ajia ,  with  which  we  have  the  greatefl  trafGck,  this 
dangerous  fellow,  one  Pauly  whofets  up  for  a  wonder¬ 
ful  reformer,  and  broachcr  of  a  new  and  ftrange  religion, 
has,  by  his  plaufitde  way  of  talking,  perverted  abun¬ 
dance  of  people,  and  prejudifed  their  minds  againft  what 
has  turned  fo  much  to  our  account,  telling  them  that, 
notwithftanding  all  the  veneration  we  and  our  anceftors 
have  had  for  images,  which  are  made  by  human  art  and 
labour,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  any  real  divinity  rea¬ 
ding  in  them,  and  that  they  ought  by  no  means  to  be 
worihipped  in  any  view  whatfoever.  {Chap.  xvii.  25.) 

27  So  that  not  only  our  profitable  trade,  by  which 
we  get  our  bread,  and  all  the  affluence  that  any  of  os 
have  or  hope  for,  rauft,  in  all  likelihood,  be  utterly  loft, 

and 


Sotu 


13  And  tb< 
feme  time  there 
arofe  no  fantU 
flit  about  that 
way* 

3  4  For  a 
wrai:)  mao  na¬ 
med  Demetrius, 
a  ftlvdr  -  fcaith , 
which  mjJefilviT 
fortuei  fer  Diana, 
brought  tio  tin  all 
g£n  in  to  the 
cnftlitoca  i 


tj  Whom  he 
called  together , 
the  u-erk- 
tuu\  of  like  occu¬ 
pation,  and  feidt 

by  thU  erafr  we 
)im  our  wealth ; 


at  Moreover, 
ye'  fee  l-i  {  htar, 
1(1  at,  not  at 

Ephcfu*,  i.u;  %\- 
tnufe  throughout 
all  Afia*this  1*41)1 
hath  perlb^tld 
and  turned  away 
much  pet>pleJfev-‘ 
*n^f  thai  they  he 

Svt>  gods  which 

git  made  with 
tuadi  1 


%J  So  that  not 
an  y  this  otu  craft 
i>  in  dinger  to  be 
til  at  nuught ; 

but 
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but  iUb  (hat  the 
temple  of  the 
great  gnddefi 
DUna  ffiodd  he 


defpefed  ,  aod 
her  magnificence 
fiiovld  bcddlrof- 
ed,  whom  all  A* 
4u  and  the  world 


worJhippaJb 


And  when 
they  heard  theft 


and  cried  oot, lay¬ 
ing,  Great  it  Di¬ 
ana  of  the  Ephc- 
fianr. 


ip  And  the 
’whole  city  wai 
filled  with  con f a- 
Jion ;  jnd  haring 
aught  Gains  and 
ArifUrthus,  men 
t>i  Macedonia  , 
Paul's  compa  - 
niuns  in  travel, 
they  ndhed  with 
opc  accord  into 
the  theatre. 


and  is  actually  ftigmatized  as  infamous  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  us  to  follow  it:  (*o<?uhwi 
*&**)  but,  which  is  mod  (hocking  and  word  of  all*  even 
the  fecred  temple  of  the  great  goddefe  Diana  itfelf,  which 
has  not  its  parallel  for  pomp  and  grandeur  in  all  the 
world,  ta«xpofed  to  the  utmolt  contempt;  and  her  ex¬ 
cellent  majelty,  whom  not  only  all  dJUy  but  even  the 
whole  Reman  empire,  religion  fly  adore,  and  have  in  the 
higheft  honour,  muft  of  needfiry  be  degraded,  and  dif- 
robed  of  all  her  dignity  and  glory,  which  is  by  no  means 
to  be  born. 

28  And  when  the  artificers  heard  this  fubtile  infinua* 
ting  harangue,  which  was  calculated  to  fire  their  paffions, 
and  (trike  upon  alt  the  fprings  of  fuperltition  and  felf- 
intereft,  under  pretence  of  religious  zeal,  they  were  fil¬ 
led  with  furious  indignation  againft  the  apoftie  and  his 
doctrine,  and  made  an  uproar  in  the  ftreets,  crying  out, 
in  a  clamorous  and  tumultuous  manner,  Let  Paul  fay 
never  fo  much  to  the  contrary,  we  will  Hand  up  for  tbe 
religion  of  our  country;  we  will  five  and  die  by  our 
celebrated  goddefs;  ami  her  magnificent  temple  ;  Great 
is  Diana  of  the  Ephejians !  She  is  a  goddefe  of  the  Grit 
rank ;  none  (ball  be  fuffered  to  defpife  her* 

29  Dy  this  means  they  broke  all  peace  and  order,  and 
foon  threw  the  whole  city  into  confuGon,  terror,  and 
difmay  :  And  when  they  could  not  meet  with  Pair/,  they 
feizea  upon  two  of  his  brethren  and  companions  in 
journeying,  labours,  and  fufferings;  one  of  which  was 
Caius%  a  native  of  *fb*ffalGnicai  the  metropolis  of  Mace* 
donioj  though  dclcended  from  a  family  of  Derbcy  {chap* 
xxt  4.)  and  the  other  was  Jrtjiarcbus  of  Theffaimica^ 
who  afterwards  was  a  fellow-prifoner  with  Paufj  (£W* 
iv*  to*}  and  fo  both  of  them-  were  Macedonians :  The 
mob,  having  light  upon  thefe,  dragged  them  away,  as 
with  one  accord,  to  tbe  theatre,  to  reek  their  revenge 
upon  them  there  *,  where  public  games  were  wont  to 
be  celebrated  in  honour  of  Dianaf  and  criminals  ufed  to 
be  thrown  to  the  wild  beads. 


30  And  whn* 
Paul  would  hare 
entered  id  tjnio 
the  people,  tbe 


00  And  when  tht  apoftle  would  have  courageoufly 
ana  gtneroufly  ventured  into  the  theatre  among  tbe  en* 
ea  people,  to  defend  Ms  noble 


ragec 


difciplc* 

N  6 

*  There  is  no  d<njbt  boc  that  thi*  riot  on, 
snmpany  brought  Gains  and  Ariflanhut  to 
tbe  theatre;  to  atrafe  and  cvpofe  them,  at  a 
public  fptAaricto  tbe  people;  and  It  b  high¬ 
ly  probable,  that  they  hoped  to  oblige  (hero 
to  fight  viih  the  wild  beifh*  as  was  coJfo- 
tnary  ftw  criminal,  to  do  there,  nod,  as  it  (cemi 
bom  1  Ger*  xv.  3a.  IW  bid  done  before. 


caufe,  and  bis  fiiffer- 
ine 

T  £,  6 

Jiad  Dr.  Ligbtfiet  thought  that  tbe  apoftlc’s 
having  been  prrirrved  in  fume  wonderful 
manner,  when  he  vat  iet  to  corn  hate  rith 
the  bnfls,  wa>  tbe  rtafbn  why  the  Afiarrhst 
w.  31,  had  a  rcfpeA  for  hiro,  and  diflna- 
drd  blm  from  expofing  himfrif  to  fiich  dan. 
gers  and  abides  again.  See  on  t  &r4 

XT,  34. 
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difcfpbi  Affixed 
him  Dot* 


jt  And  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  chief 
pf  Ala,  which 
i tm  hit  friends* 
tent  unto  him* 
defiring  Aim  that 
be  would  not  ad* 
venture  himfclf 
icug  the  theatre. 


ji  Some  there¬ 
fore  cried  qdc 
thing,  and  feme 
another;  for  (he 
lilcmliljr  wuooo* 
Julcd  *  and  the 
niore  pari  knew 
dm  wherefore 
they  were  come 
together. 


3}  And  they 
drew  Alexander 
our  of  the  multi¬ 
tude,  the  -jews 
potting  him  fiir- 
ward.  And  Alex¬ 
ander  hccktnrd 
with  the  hand, 
and  would  hare 
made  his  defence 
unto  the  people. 


34  But  when 
they  knew  that 
her  was  a  Jew*  all 
with  one  voice* 
about 


iog  friends,  and  to  expofe  himfdf  to  danger,  rather  than 
leave  jhem  in  it,  the  ChrifKan  convert*  were  fo  tenderly 
concerned  for  hi*  fafety,  and  fo  apprthenfive  ef  the  n* 
treme  hazard  of  this  attempt,  that  they  earoeftly  difliia- 
ded  him,  arid  in  a  manner  forced  him  to  dtfift  from  it* 

31  Yea,  fomc  of  the  Anarchs  themfelyeg,  (Ae^px1”) 
who  weFe  not  only  the  chiief  rulers  of  AJia^  but  like  wife 
had  the  direction  and  ordering  of  the  theatre,  and  of 
the  games  that  were  celebrated  there,  in  honour  of  Di * 
ana,  and  the  reft  of  their  deities ;  even  fome  of  fhefe 
had  fitch  a  refpeft  and  kindneft  for  Paul*  that  they  pri¬ 
vately  fent  a  meflage  to  him,  defiring  that  he  would  Jay 
no  means  ruo  the  rifle  of  going  into  the  theatre,  among 
fuch  an  exafperatedand  ungovernable  rabble,  who  wonld 
fcarcely  be  reftrained,  by  all  their  authority,  from  the 
mod  outrageous  a£b  of  violence. 

32  In  the  mean  while,  fo  great  was  the  hurry  and 
tumult  of  the  populace,  which,  by  this  time,  were 
increafed  to  a  prodigious  number,  that  fomc  bellowed 
put  one  thing,  and  feme  another,  according  to  their  own 
prejudices  and  paffionsj  feme  clamoured  againft  Pault 
otheis  againft  the  Jews%  add  others  againft  they  knew 
not  whit :  For  the  vaft  .multitude  +,  that  gathered  to¬ 
gether  on  this  occafion,  were  in  fuch  confuflon,  that 
moft  of  them  could  not  tel]  what  was  the  reafon  of  their 
iiOng. 

33  And  feme  of  them  laying  hold  on  a  man  of  note, 
whofe  name  wasf  Alexander^  they  firsgied  him  out,  to 
call  him  to  an  account  3  the  unbelieving  Jtvw  at  the 
fame  time  urging  him  to  declaim  againft  Paulf  and  ex* 
cufe  them,  who  were  likemfe  in  danger  of  being  infuit* 
ed  as  enemies  to  Diana ♦  Accordingly  Alexander  wa¬ 
ved  his  hand,  in  token  of  bis  defiring  filence,  and  at* 
tempted  to  make  an  apology  to  the  people,  on  behalf  of 
himrVlf  and  his  countrymen,  that  he  might  fereen  them, 
and  fix  the  odium  entirely  upon  PauL 

34  But  when  the  heathen  Epheftans  perceived  that  he 
was  a  Jr o/,  who,  as  fuch,  ivas  a  declared  enemy  to  idol* 
worlbip,  they  all  roared  with  aloud  and  clamorous  cry, 

as 

N  O  T  K  G* 


*  The  word  {(mxwr)  ufcdhjre,  andver.  Pttui^  *  T7m.  iv,  14.  and  afterwards  turned 
32*  41,  for  *  mats  or  a  lawful  aftembJy,  is  spoliate,  1  Tm  L  ip,  to*  rad  fo  a  fit 
that  which,  hi  lUtwBgwt  acceptation  of  it,  tool  For  the  Jew,  on  ihU  occafioD,  as  his 
is  generally  trantiated  a  thurcb%  asfignifringi  own  chlralkcr  would  incenfc  rhe  Efhtfi&ntt- 
congregation  of  the  faithful,  that  alterable  gain  ft  ChrifHanity,  and  bchimfelf  was  ftroug- 
together  for  the  cdcbiaiton  of  gofpel-ordi-  iy  inclined  to  fallen  ait  odium  upon  Pouf; 
nances  of  vordiip,  and  the  excrdle  of  ipiri-  Ait-1  the  yewi  might  hope  by  this  means  <9 
tuoj  difripline.  gratify  their  own  refent  merits  again  ft  Alex- 

f  This  was  very  probably  ^udi/rthe  axdcr  bimfdf,  in  bringing  him  mio  Udabh 
oopperfmith,  who  was  a  warm  judaiztag  fov  icreir.g  Cluiliiaat 
Cbrrfiaa,  and  a  great  tneipy  to  the  apoAlc 
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jboutchcfpaceof  as  with  one  voice,  foraboiit  two  hours  together,f*yingf 
out,  S Away  with  the  Jews  and  Paul,  and  all  their  religion  awl 
aiM*af  the  Ephc-  parries :  We  are  for  the  ahtient  religion  of  our  country; 
£ui-  .  Diana  is  our  venerable  deity ;  Great  is  this  famous  god- 

dels  of  the  Ephejians  l  We  own  and  honour  her,  and  arc 
ready  to  Hand  by  her  with  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
the  *  town-ckrk  35  .At  length,  when  tty  regifter  *,  or  prefident  of  the 
hid  appeared  the  theatrical  games,  had  reprieved  the  noify  tumult  of  the 
Fe°Pbi  f**1*  people,  he  made  a  pacifijck  fpeech  to  them,  faying  to 
fwj’what  ounh  tl'e  following  purport,  O  ye  Ephejians,  fuffer  me  a  little 
there  that  koov  to  reafon  with  you about  l|hi$  unaccountable  riot;  What 
cthflot  how  that  need  is  there  of  this  loud  tytery  for  our  celebrated  god- 
Jspm2»°  is  a  defs  ?  1*  there  a  fingle  mjm  amongft  us,  who  does  not 
nmhipper  of  the  well  know,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ephefus  are  univerfal- 
Py  ly  devout  worlhippers  of oty  magnificent  goddefs  Diana, 

jmtye’whkh  f«H  an<l  ^at  the  city  iifclf  t5,j  by  its  charter,  concerned  to 
do«n  bon  Jnpi-  take  care  of  her  temple,  a|ad  her  honour,  and  of  the  vc- 
RT‘  nerable  image,  which,  ajs  tradition  tells  us,  was  not 

made  with  men’s  hands  fj,  hut  fell  down  immediately 
from  our  great  god  Jupiter  himfelf,  that  it  might  be  an 
unexceptionable  obje£k  of  our  adoration,  as  being  of 
higher  original  than  thofej  images  made  by  the  hands  of 
men,  which  Paul  declaimed  againft  as  no  gods  ?  And 
fo  all  that  be  has  fald  do  pot  affeft  our  religious  regards 
to  her. 


3d  SerrnR  then 
that  ihefc  things 
Cannot  he  fpokeii 
ye  ouj;ht 
to  be  quiet*  and 
to  do  nothing 
Tifhty. 

jt  for  yc  have 
brought  hither 
thefc  men,  which 
arc  neither  rob¬ 
bers  of  chophe*, 
-nor  ytf  ttjfphe- 
rnersof  year  jod^ 


36  Since  therefore  thefe  are  plain  points,  which  can¬ 
not  be  denied,  nor,  as  far  |as  I  hear,  have  ever  been  con* 
t  radioed,  it  behoves  you  to  be  eafy,  and  ceafe  from  this 
uproar,  and  not  to  attempt  any  thing  precipitately,  and 
in  the  heat  of  pallion,  againu  perfons  from  whom  ye 
have  nothing  to  fear. 

37  For  as  to  thefe  two  men,  Gaius  and  Arifiarcbm , 
(vrr.  29.)  whom  ye  have  {umultuoufiy  feized,and  drag- 
ged  hither,  to  be  expofcd  hnd  puniflied  ;  by  what  1  can 
learn,  they  have  offered  no  violence  to  this,  or  any  other 
temple,  nor  facrilegioufly  Rolen  any  ofitsttcafures;  nor 
have  they  fpoke  opprobripully,  or  indecently,  of  your 
Celebrated  goddefs  Diana,  nor  indeed  faid  any  thing  par* 
ticularly  againft  her,  or  her  heavenly  image  in  the  tem¬ 
ple,  whatever  they  may  have  faid  againft  the  gods  that 
are  made  with  bands,  (ver,  26.) 

38  If 

H  O  T  E  S. 


•  tlik  word  (ypxjtaxTtuf)  here  rendered 
clerk*  property  jjgnifies  i  Jcriht  who, 
imon£  the  JiftM*  was  a  tamed  min,  expert 
|d  their  laws j  and*  am'Hig  the  vas 

a  civil  magiftrareof  ftmfiderahle  note,  ini  U 
fuppnfed  to  have  been  chief  governor  of  the 

wnKBj"  rtm. 

W"  ,BBf 1  * 


f  The  image  of  j Dkw«  n  fpoken  of  as  fell- 
Ug  from  Jupiter*  by  way  of  artful  mft- 
nuatioji,  as  if  u  were  not  n«df  with  b*sfot 
and  fti  were  not  of  that  fort  of  idols  which 
P**t  bad  Aid  were  no  gods,  ver*  »<-  thoogL* 
ia  reality*  be  xbTvlnltty  condemned  *//  Idol  j 
km}  Chap*  YYli»  — If* 
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;•  WWtwe  38  ]f  therefore  Demetriut,  aod  other  Glverfmtrhs 
th^^ennbed  w'c^  him,  that  have  fomented  this  difturbaace  for  pri- 
whieh  «*  with  Tate  ends  of  their  own,  are  really  aggrieved,  or  have 
bin,  harcamit-  matter  of  juft  complaint  againft  any  man  for  injuring 
Mr  *^,kwlK  their  trade,  there  are  civil  court  days  frequently  kept 
ppm,  and  there  for  hearing  fucb  caufes  j  or  if  they  have  criminal  mac¬ 
aw  -dcpu'ice :  ter  ters  to  lay  to  any  one’s  charge,  there  are‘  Procanfuls, 
(ai,&vxaT'()  *  who  are  the  proper  appointed  judges  to  try 
and  determine  about  them.  To  one  or  other  of  thefc 
cootts  they  fhould  bring  their  a&ion  in  a  legal  way,  in- 
ftead  of  appealing  to  the  people }  and,  upon  hearing  tfle 
merits  of  the  caufe,  no  doubt  hut  juftice  will  be  done 
them. 

■  ,u>fB*  'fhin*  39  And  (*)  ^  ye  have  any  queftiom  in  debate  among 
conrersiaY  other  yourfelves  about  other  concerns,  of  a  public  and  reli- 
matter*,  it  flwll  gious  nature  that  affefk  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
community,  or  the  honour  of  your  temple,  or  of  your 
goddefc,  they  ought  to  be  adjulted,  not  in  a  tumultuous 
manner  by  the  populace,  but  in  fuch  a  regular  alterably 
o  For  we  «c  ls  *s  authorized  to  take  cognizance  of  them, 
in  (Unger  %n  be  4®  F°r  truly  w«  are  in  the  utmoil  danger  of  being 
c Ji«i  io  qoeftien  called  to  a  ftricV  account,  and  feverely  puniAied,  by  our 
rarest  herein"  fuPcr*ors»  f°r  the  feditious  and  riotous  proceedings  of 
Dpaufe  «faeni>r  this  day;  there  being  no  fufficient  reafon  to  be  all  edged 
w«  mar  give  an  in  j  unification  or  eicufe  of  this  tumultuous  aQembly, 
reorewfe^  tillt  an<*  outrageous  behaviour,  to  the  injury  of  fome 
perfons,  and-tothc  manifell  terror  of  the  whole  city. 
And,  when  »d  giving  umbrage  to  the government, 
he  had  thus  fpo-  4l  And  having  fold  thefe  things  to  (ootn  the  paffions 
k<nt  he  difmiJTcd  and  awe  the  minds  of  the  people,  he  ordered  all  the  com- 
the  afl'emb!^  pariy  t0  djfpcrfc  without  delay ,  and  every  one  to  go  peace¬ 
ably  about  his  bufmefs,  and  to  his  own  home. 

recollections* 


How  glorious  is  the  clear  and  full  difpenfation  of  the  pofpeL  beyond  all  its 
dsiwnJngrs  tindtr  Jnhn  the  Baptiji**  mmifiry  t  And  though  its  facred  ordmanre 
are  not  to  be  nrgle^cd  ;  yet  how  much  better  is  it  In  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghofl*  than  only  with  water  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jdus  How  worthy  is 
this  srlorious  £ofpet  to  be  patched  with  all  boldrtefs.  even  in  the  face  of  the 
jjmteft  oppofition?  But  if,  afierfair  trial,  any  perfifY  in  obftinptely  rcjrtfing 
and  fpcakin^cvil  of  the  only  way  of  falvation  by  Jcfus  Chrift,  how  reafon  able 
is  it  for  his  Servants  to  leave  them  to  themfrWes/  and  for  his  people  to  frpame 

from 


N  O 

#  There  was  properly  no  more  than  one 
f roomful  io  a  province  at  the  tame  time. 
Therefore  fome  frppofe  the  meaning  of* 
twt  are  JfptfUti  or  pr#ti>7,feikt  fO  b<%  rbat 
there /lexer  is  wanting  a  proconful;  others, 
thu  the  pro&nful  anil  bit  tftpuii  are  here  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  appellation;  and  others,  that 
the  DroeoofnUr  power  wa^  at  this  time,  en- 
err  tied  hy  two  peribftS*  wf  CtfV  anfl 
’^oai  the  emptroi  had  made  /rrraTcftrf, 


T  nm 

And  by  the  lawful  af&mbly,  mentioned  in 
the  neat  verfe,  my  lie  meant  the  aiTnnbly  ■ 

of  tlwdifHftof  Epbtfuf*  as  \hcrt  were  fcVLT*! 

foch  in  Afuzf  that  were  to  jndjjc  of  political 
and  nligiout  ajTtirs,  fo  far  as  the  public  was 
alTeOcd  by  them ;  and  taking  things  in  this 
view*  there  is  a  beautiful  diftin&lvn  and  gn- 
dal  win.  in  this  part  of  the  ftrcut"  frVrf**  fpeteb. 
Sce^fr  Bifcofj  frmt/:;  at  JJoyl^s  fcS^c,  p* 
3ep,— au. 


238  735*  ^.CTS  <f  tbt  Apostle*  par&pbraftd.  Ch.  vu 

from  them  I  God  himfelf  wifi  own  the  wmd  of  his  grace;  and  thole  that  are 
faithful  Co  him ;  their  numbers  fiial]  mcreftfc  by  the  cunwtion  of  finorrs,  that 
had  before  been  tbe  ereateft  tools  and  Haves  of  Satan ;  and  they  fhaHbe  eftablifli- 
cd  in  the  frith  of  the  gofpel*  which  God  has  fcaied  tfrith  farprizing  miracles. 
And,  O  how  plainly  are  miraculous  operations  to  be  difttogoiftied  from  alt  the 
juggle  of  forccrCr* ;  sod  how  evidently  were  they  wrought  by  the  power  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  through  frith  in  him,  to  the  oonfufion  of  devils,  and  of  all  un¬ 
believers*  that  would  nroftitute  his  facred  name  to  their  own  vile  and  mercenary 
ends  !  In  the  iffuc  of  all  oontefts  with  the  powers  of  darknefr,  he  will  overcome* 
his  name  ihall  be  exalted*  and  the  people  filled  with  reverent  awe.  And  O  how 
excellent  are  the- workings  of  finccre  repentance  1  It  difeovera  itfclf  in  confeflhig 
and  abhorring,  in  aggravating  and  retndinp  our  noft  gainful  and  beloved  fins* 
in  renouncing  ail  means  of  promoting  them  i&  ourfelves  or  others*  and  in  prefer¬ 
ring  a  holy  liberty  in  Chrift,  Co  all  the  ftrricc  of  Satan*  that  God  in  all  things 
may  be  glorified.  Hut  carnal  and  worldly  minds  are  too  much  in  love  with  focu* 
lar  interefts*  to  turn  from  idols  to  God:  They  are  full  of  indignation,  and  make 
ao  uproar  agaioft  the  truth,  and  its  preachers  and  protdTors,  under  pretence  of 
zeal  for  the  religion  of  their  country,  though  it  be  the  tvorlhipping  of  images* 
that  are  nude  with  the  hands  of  men*  and  are  iudeedno  gods.  But  how  foifc 
and  injurious  is  fuch  zeal  I  How  is  it  made  a  doke  for  pnvate  fclfifli  deigns! 
How  rafhty  doth  it  run  into  riot  and  coxifufion,  wl  bear  down  all  that  is  truly 
facred*  with  noife  and  clamour,  and  wild  imaginations*  for  want  of  arguments? 
How  ungovernable  and  tmreafonable  is  its  fury  againft  perfons  that  are 
chargeable  with  no  crime  !  And  how  dreadful  Is  Jt  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
mob  of  zealots  !  But  how  different  b  tbe  holy  zeal  of  thrift's  fervants,  whofe 
weapons  are  not  carnal  but  fpiritual,  and  mighty  through  God  !  They  only  feck 
the  dethroning  of  devils  and  alt  idols  from  men's  hearts,  but  offer  no  violence  to 
their  periods*  or  their  religion;  they  raife  nomobs,  but  are  orderly  fubjcAs^ 
that  defrrvc  the  protection  of  the  civil  magifirate,  whofe  office  it  is  to  keep  the 
peace:  And  as  they  are  often  wonderfully  preferred  by  providence  from  the 
rage  of  the  populace ;  fo  they  thcmfelvcs  are  deterred  from  inordinate  pafftons* 
practices,  and  outrage,  by  the  fear  of  God*  more  than  by  Che  fear  of  men*  as 
knowing  that  they  muff  grve  a  ftrider  account  to  him  than  to  them. 


CHAP,  XX* 

Fhul  travels  through  Macedonia*  Greece,  and  Afia,  till  he  comes  t§ 
Troas*  i>— 6*  Preaches^  and  admtnifters  the  LortFs  /upper ^  and 
raifes  Eutychus  from  the  dead  tbcrc%  7* — 12*  Sets  forward  from 
thence  in  JE ir  1 nay  to  Jerufalem*  till  he  comes  to  Miletus*  i3>—t6* 
Sends  for  the  elders  ^Ephefus,  and  preaches  a  farewell  fmnm  to 
them  tberef  17 >—35.  And  takes  a  folemn  and  smfi  affeSticmtc 
leave  cf  tbem9  36* — 38, 

Tsvt,  Paraphrase* 

And*  *fter  (te  Q  O  O  N  after  the  riot  made  by  De met rws  and  other 
oafed^ftd  calb  ^  GIverfnmhs  were  fuppreffed,  the  apoftle  Paul  being 
ed  uato  bun  the  apprehenfivc,  that  to  flay  aoy  longer  at  Ephefus  might 
exafperare  them  afrefh*  and expofe  not  only  himfelf,  but 
**  1  *04 ^e  Chriftiana  there, 'to  further  danger,  called  the 

dilciples  together*  that  had  been  convened  during  h» 
abode  in  that  city  j  and  when  he  had  taken  his  leave  of 
them*  by  affcdtonately  falating .  them*  and  wifhing 
graae  and  peace  to  be  multiplied  to  them*  he*  accord* 
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m<1  departed  far  jng  to  bis  declared  intention,  (chap.  xix.  21,-22.)  fol- 
®e»uXoMioe-  jQWe(j  Tvmapby  and  Erafius  into  Macedonia,  that  be 
might  vifit  the  churches  which  he  bad  planted  in  that 
province,  and  receive  theit  colle&iohs  for  the  poor  feints 
at  JrrufaUm-  (a  Cor.  viii.  i, — 6.  and  ix.  i, — 5.) 

2  And  when  he  had  been  with  all  the  churches  in 
thole  parts,  and  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  with  them 
fererally,  in  dtre£Ung  thdr  faith  and  ptaQice,  worlhip 
and  difcipline  j  in  exhorting  them  to  perfevere  with  pa¬ 
tience  and  fled  fall  nefe  in  a  holy  profeffion  of  the  gofpd, 
notwitbftanding  all  their  trials  and  fnfTerings  •,  and  in 
fpeaking  the  mod  comfortable  and  encouraging  things 
to  them,  foitable  to  their  circumftances  \  he  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Acbaia,  or  Greece  ftriftly  To  called, 

3  Here  he  fpent  a  quarter  of  a  year  among  the 
churches  of  that  province,  to  counfd,  caution,  and  e- 
(lablifh  them}  and  intended  to  have  gone  by  Tea  from 
thence  to  feme  port  in  Syria,  that  lay  direftty  in  bift- 
way  to  Jtrufakm :  But  as  the  refllefis  infidel  Jems,  ha¬ 
ving  failed  in  all  their  other  attempts  to  deftroy  hiinr 
had  privately  contrived  to  waylay  and  murder  him,  and 
to  rob  him  of  the  colleflions  of  money  he  was  minified 
with,  before  be  could  get  aboard}  when  he  under  Hood 
this  be  altered  his  mind,  and,  to  difeppeint  them,  re- 
folvcd  to  fetch  a  compafe,  and  return  through  Maceda- 
nia,  by  the  way  he  had  come  hither. 

4  And  this  route  to  JerufaUm  from  Macedonia  lying  > 
through  the  teffer  Ajia,  Sopater  or  Sofipater ,  who  was 
a  kinfman  of  Paul's,  {Rom.  xvi.  21,)  and  a  mefll-nger  of 
the  Berean  church,  attended  him,  together  with  the 
writer  of  this  hiftory,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  5.)  in. his 

»*;  Guwor  journey  to  that  province:  But  (*)  the  mefTengers  of  o- 
T'“‘“  “J  "!  t  her  churches,  that  were  deputed  to  go  with  him  to  Je - 
rufalem,  (t  Cor.  xvi.  3,  4.  and  2  Epift.  viii.  19.}  did 
not  keep  him  company  in  this  part  of  hU  way  as  par¬ 
ticularly  Arifiarchu ,  and  Secundus,  and  Gains,  who 
was  defeended  from  a  family  of  Berhe ,  and  the  beloved 
Timothy,  which  were  mefie tigers  of  the  church  at  Tbef- 
fakmcai  and  Ticbicus  and  Trophimus,  the  mefiengers 
of  the  Afiatic  church  at  Ephefus  *. 

5  All  thefc  fetting  out  by  agreement  a  little  before 
the  apofile,  and  us  f  who  accompanied  him,  went  to 

Treat, 

N  O  T  B  S. 


a  Ant 
ht  had  pat  over 
thole  pard.  and 
hid  given  them 
much  cnhortj - 
lion,  he  came  in¬ 
to  Grocer, 


3  And  fan 
abode  three 
months  :  and 
when  the  lew* 
laid  wait  Car  him, 
at  he  wai  about 
to  fait  into  Syria, 
he  ptupoftd  to 
return  through 
NLccdMu. 


4  And  there 
accompanied  him 
into  Afia  Sopa¬ 
ter  of  Ben ;  and 
of  the  Theilato- 
msns,  ATiftar- 
thus  and  Sound* 


Derhe,  and  Ti 
jnorhcmt ;  and  of 
Alia ,  Tychicils 
auJ  Tropbimuc. 


I  Thefc,  go- 
lag  before,  tar¬ 
ried 


*  The  CsmZriJge  mAmdcript  calls  thefr 
roefieoger*  JCfhtfU#.  YuL  MUL  ut  (oc.  And 
Trfy#m*s  is  called  an  EpMa*f  chap-  xxu  *p. 

f  Ln^,  the  writer  of  thu  laftwj,  had  not 
fpofcc  of  hitofclf  a*  o at  of  P4»r*  company  till 
iince  they  were  fcrft  together  at  Xbwi 


and  yhLfypi,  where*  at  the  b ft  of  thofe  cities, 
Ljiia  and  the  jriter  were  convened*  cb*p- 
xti-  ti*  u ,  &c„  It Items  therefore*  ihu  tJiu 
evangel  ill  continued*  by  the  apoftk’* 

direction*  10  waiter  the  churches  which  ht 
had  pia-jicJ*  and  (till  further  to  propagate  eh* 

pfptl 
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rid  for  vs  at 
Tnns* 


«  And  we  fail* 
d  away  from 
Philippi,  after  the 
days  of  satemn- 
cd  brad,  and 
came  unto  item 
to  Tms  in  five 
day*,  where  we 
•bode  foot  days. 


?  A  ad  upon 
the  tiril  day  of 
the  week,  when 
the  dUctpUseamc 
together  to  break 
bread  t  Pan! 
preached  unto 
them,  ready  to 
depart  oQ  the 
morrow,  ?&d  con* 
thuBcd  hlafpeecb 
Until  midnights 


7r&u,  to  give  notice  of,  and  prepare  the  way  for  big 
defign  of  following  them  ;  and  thet*  they  waited,  ■with 
patience  and  hope,  for  our  arrival* 

6  And  when  we  had  took  (hipping  at  Philippa  we 
failed  dowo  the  river  Strjmon  to  the  JEgtan  fea,  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  time  of  the  paffovet ;  and,  in  a  voyage 
of  five  days,  got  1$onr  dear  brethren,  that  waited  for 
os  at  Treat  9  (tw.  j*)  where  we  ftaid  feven  days  *  for 
an  opportunity  of  meeting  with  the  whole  church  at  the 
time  of  tbeir  Hated  aflembling  together,  according  to 
the  general  cuftom  of  New  'JVftament-ch  inches,  for  ce* 
lebrating  the  ordinances  of  Clniftian  worfhip* 

7  And  when  upon  the  firit  day  of  the  week,  com* 
monly  called,  in  New  Teftament-ftile,  the  LonTs  <L ay, 
(Rev*  u  lo.)  which,  by  divine  authority,  under  ay** 
Itolick  diredion,  was  fee  apart  to  his  honour  and  femce, 
thefe  difciples  aflembled  together  in  courfe,  for  all  a£ts 
of  public  worftrip,  in  commemoration  of  the  refurreo- 
tion  of  Chriftj  and  of  the  eminent  dTufion  of  his  Spirit: 
at  PtnUccJlp  on  that  day  of  the  week ;  and  particularly 
for  celebrating  the  Lord*a  fupper,  the  whole  of  which; 
ordinance  is  afuaUy  eiprefled  by  breaking  of  bread,  in 
remembrance  of  his  death,  in  which  his  body  was  broken 
as  a  facrifice  for  fin,  and  fpiritual  food  was  prepared  for 
believing  fouls;  When,  1  fay,  the  believers  at  Treai 
were  affcmhlcd  for  thefe  religious  purpofes,  theapofUe 
Paul  delivered  an  excellent  fe/nicm  to  them,  relating  to 
evangelical  doQriues,  privileges,  and  do  ties4,  and  be* 
ing  to  go  from  thence  on  the  morrow,  after  which  be 
might  never  fee  them  again,  he,  in  his  abundant  zeal 
for  the  glory  of  Chrift  and  their  edification,  continued 
bis  difcourfe  till  midnight. 

9  And 


NOTES 

gofpef  ii)  dtcle  jkttrf;  irtd  that  now,  on  the  the  jfo/wk,  to  kept  holy  to  the  Lord- 
■pcJftk'F return  to  that  neighbourhood,  they  When  (hereto  re  the  apoftlc  went  at  other 
met  together  again ;  and,  probably,  h&t  *u  timer  into'  die  Jrwtfi  iynagngut*  on  tbeir 
oAe  of  the  mr£i£en  appointed  liy  the  church  fabhath,  k  was  not,  as  I  apprehend  from  a 
at  FhiUptoi  or,  perhaps,  by  the  common  eon-  fenfie  of  obligation  to  obfcnre  that  day,  hut 
font  of  the  Macedonian  churches,  to  attend  From  a  zealous  di/pofttiOR  to  take  the  oppor* 
JW  with  their  com  rib  At  tons  wjtnifahm*  tnnky  of  fall  a&mblies,  is  he  foretimes  did 
And  ever  afterwards  «e  find  him  fpcafcing  of  of  I  hi  great  coneourfe  of  people  at  the  fafi* 
him  (elf,  as  pre&m  with  Lhe  apoffle,  to  the  vrr  and  JV nHwjtr  to  preach  to  Jrurs  and 
ttul  of  this  tuftoiyv  fdytes*  Bat  £  cannot  find  orte  fnflfrnce'fa  Nil 

*  .No  notice  is  taken  of  tbefe  dilcipfes  the  New  Teftameor  of  the  apoftlee  ever  call* 
meeting,  or  of  the  apoftfe’t  preaching  to  them  iag  any  one  CbrijUon  church  together,  or  of 
on  the  Jrwifit  fabbath ;  and  !  think  do  fufli-  tbeireever  meeiirg  as  fucht  on  the  fcvcnih 
dent  rnion  can  be  given  for  ibis  account  oT  day ;  and  though  judJz^g  Chriftton*,  and, 
bis  flaying  Jirutn  £nit  till  the  return  of  the  perhaps,  feme  others,  in  tenderneft  to  them,- 
jirft  day  of  the  week,  or  of  their  mnwug,  might  obfcrvc  both  days  for  tome  time ;  yet. 
without  bcingcaltod,  Atfe/frr  on  that  day  Gextik  ehtircbttconftamly  kept  to  \ktfirjt 
for  religious  woribip,  brU  on  the  ruppofitioc  day  of  the  week,  u  appears  From  t  Cor,  &vi* 
tkat  this  day  fubfiiiated  ia  the  room  of  a-  £ectkp  auit  cn  Jthu  ix,  ad. 
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8  And  to  prevent  any  imagination,  appearance,  or 
fcandalons  report  of  tbeir  meeting  together  for  indecent 
practices  in  the  dark,  as  well  as  for  the  convenience  of 
reading  and  turning  to  die  holy  feriptures,  there  were 
many  lamps,  or  candles,  to  enlighten  the  room  where 
they  were  aifcmbJed,  which  was  a  large  upper  chamber, 
or  garret ;  fuch  an  apartment  being  often  uied  in  thole 
days  for  religious  cx'crcifes,'  and  being  moft  private,  and 
fecure  from  futpnzes  by  the  enemy.  * 

9  Among  this  company,  there  was  a  certain  youth, 
Eutychut  by  name,  who  fitting  in  the  window,  and 
not  being  duly  impreffed  with  what  he  heard,  nor  with 

.  a  reverence  or  God  in  his  worlhip,  fell  fall  afleep  :  And 
while  Pant)  being  much  enlarged  in  his  own  fpirit, 
lengthened  out  his  fermon  to  an  uncommon  degree, 
this  Eutychus  was  fo  entirely  overcome  with  Deep,  that 
he  fell  direftly  down  to  the  ground  from  tbe  open  win¬ 
dow  of  the  room,  which  was  three  ftortes  high  ;  and, 
when  taken  up,  was  found  to  be  killed  on  the  fpot  by 
the  fall,  whten  was  an  awful  n-biike  on  him,  and  a  loud 
warning  to  others,  to  take  heed  of  giving  way  to  finful 
drowGncfs  in  the  worlhip  of  God. 

to  But  {*)  Paul,  to  (hew  how  tenderly  his  compac¬ 
tion  was  moved,  and  to  give  an  eminent  and  endearing 
confirmation  of  the  golpd,  which  he  then  was  preach¬ 
ing,  immediately  broke  off  his  difeourfej  and,  running 
down  flairs,  ftretched  hlmfelf  upon  tbe  dead  corpfe,  as 
Elijah  and  Elifba  did,  one  on  the  body  of  tbe  widow  of 
Sarepta't  fon,  (1  Kings  xvii.  21.)  and  the  other  on  tbe 
body  of  the  fon  of  tbe  Shunamtit,  (2  Kings  iv.  34.) 
which  was  a  fignal  of  power  falling  down  from  heaven 
to  reftore  life :  And  when  he  had  affectionately  em¬ 
braced  the  young  man  in  his  arms,  and  prayed  over 
him,  he  laid  to  his  friends,  and  the  reft  of  tbe  people. 
Do  not  hurry  yourfelves,  or  be  HiftrdTed  any  farther  at 
this  fad  providence ;  for  his  foul  is  now  come  into  him, 
and  he  is  alive  again.  (See  1  Kings  xvii.  21,  22.) 
iheteforo^wa*  11  Then  (**)  *be  apoftlc,  returning  to  the  upper 
<om«  up  aptn,  room  *,  adniiniftring  the  Lord*s  fupper  to  the  church, 
and  had  broken  himfelf  partaking  of  the  elements  with  them,  which  by 
tfid  talked  /Tong  *  figure,  that  puts  a  part  for  the  whole,  may  be  exp  re  f- 
while,  .fed  by  his  taking  and  eating  bread :  And  afterwards, 
(a/uxtffur}  having  entered  into  a  free  converfaiion  with 
them  about  their  fpiritual  concerns,  for  a  great  while 

longer, 

NOTE- 

*  Some  think  that  the  apo  flic's  irtatirr  bntlon  «f  which  the  difciple;  one  together, 
\read)  a*d  eaii*gt  wat  merdy  a  coGimoo  med  as  wc  arc  foul  bi  thefe  very  isroit  of  trA^i Kg 
fnr  rcfrefbmeni :  Brit  T  lake  U  u>  relate  to  lti«  brtjd7  v«*  7. 
advniDiifrinr  the  Lord’ft  fupper,  far  the  eelc- 

Vo  i.  lit,  *  t  q. 
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B  And  .then 
were  many  light! 
In  the  '  upper* 
chamber,  where 
they  wc 
cdcogediCT. 


p  And  there 
fa  in  1  window 
a  certain  young 
man  named  Eu- 
tyefaut,  being  fal¬ 
len  into  a  deep 
Deep ;  and,  tt 
Paul  w at  long 
preaching ,  he 
funk  down  with 
flocp,  and  tc\\ 
down  from  the 
third  Loft,  and 
wai  taken  dp 
dead* 


10  And  Paul 
went  down,  and 
Ml  on  him,  and 
embracing  him  t 
ftid.  Trouble  not 
TOflridm ;  for 
hit  life  it  to  him. 
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loTl£  Mfhite*  even 
tttlbrcak  of  diy, 
ib  he  deputed. 

t*  And  they 
bruttglmlieyoung 
nwi  alive,  and 
wcicjioi  a  Huic 
cooifortcd* 


t}  And  we 
Kent  before  ft* 
(hipt  avid  failed 
unto  Aflac,  there 
intending  in  late 
in  Paul;  far  ib 
faaiiheappQrptcd, 
minding  huiiiclf 
to  gu 


14  And  when 
he  vet  with  us  at 
./Vflns,  we  took 
him  in,  and  came 
to  MicyLcnc, 


tj  Aivl  we  fail¬ 
ed  thence,  and 
came  the  next  dnjr 
over- again  ft  Chi¬ 
os;  and  the  next 
dar  we  arrived  at 
£auvu,  and  tar¬ 
ried  at  TnigvJlt' 
ued;  and  the  nc At 
ds3  wv-ramc  to 
Mdetus. 


t  tf  For  P4ul 
hint  Jeter  mined  to 
fail  bv  Ephefuc, 
hetaufe  he  would 
not  fpend  the 
time  in  Alia : 
for  iiclvaftvd.  If  it 
were  poflilde  for 
him,  to  be  at  Jeru- 
ft  Lem  the  day  of 
Fentccoft. 


longer,  even  till  day-light,  he,  (*T*r)  in  a  manner  like 
himfclf, '  quite  friendly,  heavenly,  and  beneficial  to 
them,  at  length  took  his  leave  of  them. 

1 2  And  (bme  of  the  congregation  brought  the  young 
man  Eutychus  into  the  room,  that  they  might  all  be 
eye-witnefies  of  his  being  alive  and  well,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  bruifes  and  mortal  wound  by  the  fall;  and 
the  whole  afiembly  greatly  rejoiced,  and  were  confirmed 
in  the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  on  feeing  him  raifed  from  the 
dead  ;  whtcKnot  only  rook  oft'  alloccafions  of  rafli  cen- 
fure,  as  though  the  judgments  of  God  had  come  upon 
them,  as  a  foperftitious  and  deluded  people,  but  was  a 
noble  teftimooy  of  his  owniDg  them  m  their  religious  ex- 
ertifes. 

13  After  all  this,  we,  who  were  of  Paul’s  company, 
fitting  out  before  him,  took  (hipping;  and  in  a  coafting 
voyage  failed  to  a  neighbouring  town  called  AJfos,  a> 
not  her  feaport  town  in  the  province  of  7Vmj,  where, 
by  agreement,  we  were  to  take  him  aboard :  For  fo  it 
was  ordered  among  us  before-hand,  (»» he 
himfclf  c hoofing,  for  the  fake  of  a  little  retirement,  or 
(bme  other  reafons,.to  travel  ro  that  place  on  foot  by  land. 

14  And  when  he  catnc  up  to  us  at  Ajfost  we  gladly 
took  him  into  the  veflel;  and  foon  after  arrived  at  Mi- 
tylenti  one  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  ifle  Lfhtty  feated 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  that  i  11  and,  about  feven  miles  diftant 
from  the  AJiatic  coaft. 

j  5  And  fetting  fail  from  thence,  we  the  next  day 
reached  as  far  as  over-againft  the  ifle  Chi#:,  another  con- 
fiderable  iftand,  about  four  leagues  oft  from  the  AJiatic 
coaii  in  thtMgean  fca:  And  the  day  after  that,  we  touched 
atSamer, another  illandinthe  fame  fea;  andthen  goingto, 
and  making  a  (hart  flay  at  Trogy Ilium.,  a  harbour  in  a  pro¬ 
montory  on  the  continent  of  tb zUjfer  Aftat  over-againft, 
and  near  two  leagues  dtftant  from  Samos,  we,  in  one 
day  more,  landed  at  Miletus,  a  fta-port  in  that  province, 
which  lay  *  feveral  leagues  beyond  Kpbrfus. 

16  For  Paul  thought  it  bed,  and  therefore  conclud¬ 
ed  in  his  own  mind,  not  to  call  at  Epkefvi,  where  his 
friends  might  be  urgent  to  detain  him,  bttt  tnpafsh  in 
his  voyage,  that  he  might  not  wear  away  too  much  of 
his  time  in  the  UJfer  Aflat  becaufe,  being  bound  for 
Jtrufalem ,  he  was  very  defi rous  to  make  all  convenient 
hafte,  that  if  poflible,  hy  the  will  of  God,  he  might  gee 
thither  before  the  firft  day  of  Pcntecoft,  which  was  then 
drawing  on  apace  ;  and  fi>  might  not  only  have  an  op¬ 
portunity 


NOTE. 

*  Some  plies  MiUtei  about  tidrty,  and  othen  about  fifty  miles  from  Efbefiu 


Cb.xx* 
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17  And  ftwn 
Miletus  be  fen  no 
Ephefat,  rad  ail¬ 
ed  thaeUevvdftfa* 
cbuck 


i3  And  when 
they  *eitcomcu> 
bin,  bcfaldunto 
them,  Ye  know, 
from  the- fait  daj 
that  I  came  Into 
Afiar  ifnt  what 
manner  I  have 
been  with  you  at 
all  feafont^ 


jp  SertiDIthc 
Lord  with  all  h  n- 
militf  of  mind, 
and  with  many 
tor*,  aad  temp* 
titions  which  he¬ 
ld  tic  by  r he  It’- 
ing  in  wait  of  tho 
Jtw*: 


porramty  of  paying  his  Chriftian  refp efls,  and  giving  an 
account  of  his  travels  and  facce&  to  the  church  there, 
but  alfo  of  trying  once  more  what  might  be  done,  thro* 
divine  grace,  among  the  unconverted  Jews  and  profe- 
Iytes  at  that  time  of  general  concoutfe* 

17  But,  (*)  in  hafte  as  he  was,  he  flopped  folong  at 
Miletus  %  as  to  fend  from  thence  to  Ephe/ust  to  defirc 
tbofe  officers  of  that  large  church  to  come  and  give  him 
a  meeting  there  *,  who  fometimes  bear  the  title  of  eU 
deny  becaufe  they  are  tifnally  grave  aumfters,  of  m> 
ture  age  and  judgment;  and  at  others,  are  called  over- 
Jests  or  hifbepst  (wr*  20.)  becaufe  the  pafloral  care  o£ 
fuefa  churches,  as  they  are  peculiarly  related  to,  is  com* 
mitted  to  them.  - 

18  And  when  they  arrived,  he  addreiTed  them  in  i 
foie  mo  and  affectionate  fpeech,  to  the  following  effect* 
My  dear  brethren  in  the  faith  and  fervice  of  the  gofpel, 
ye  yourfelves  very  well  know  how  I  have  behaved  among 
you  all  along,  on  every  ocCaGon,  and  in  the  variety  of 
ctrcumftancfs  that  have  attended  me,  ever  fince  the  very 
firft  time  of  my  coming  to  preach  the  gofpcl  ia  thia 
country  of  the  tejfor  Jjut^  and  ye  cannot  but  be  tho¬ 
roughly  acquainted  with  my  trials  and  difficulties,  and 
with  the  manner  of  my  conduct,  particularly  toward 
you,  and  the  church  ana  people  at  Ephe/us^  the  metro* 
polls  of  that  country* 

19  Ye  have  been  eye  and  ear-witnefles,  and  mult 
needs  have  obfenred,  how  conftantiy  I  have  laboured  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  promote  his  imereft  and 
glory,  not  with  taughtinefs,  oftentation,  and  felf-ap- 
plaufc,  but  with  all  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs,  conde- 
fccnfion  and  low  thoughts  of  myfelf,  under  a  fenfe  of 
my  owa  infufficiency  and  unworthinefs,  and  even  with 
a  flow  of  tears,  at  times,  in  my  prayers  and  preaching, 
as  being  deeply  affefted  with  the  exceeding  and  abtin- 
dant  grace  of  Cbrtfl  toward  me,  and  moved  with  the 
mod  touching  griefandcompaflion,  at  the  ftupidity  and 
perverfenefs,  iniquity  and  idolatry  of  the  people,  and  at 
the  fuffering  and  infirmities  of  feme,  and  diforders  of 
other  gofpeLprofeflors ;  as  alfo  with  many  diftrclEng  af¬ 
flictions  and  perfecutiocs  that  have  come  upon  myfelf. 


N  O  T  F- 

*  As  Efhtfin  w  the  metropolis  of  Jfia  w  PhEfpi,  ( PH A  L  r-)  to  t*ke  the  overigho 
Iffit  and  (he  apoftle  hid  (pent  about  of  it;  end  ilieic  Tory  prrfons  that  art  hero 
three  yean  with  jpatfuccrJsthtrt,  chap*  xiir  called  e/Jtrs,  {rfttrG  irTCftf)  are  ftyJed  wtr* 
10.  Tec  the  note  on  chap.  xii.  10.  it  or  iijbtts,  ver*  a3.  which 

may  well  be  lhppoied,  that  the  Epbcfian  /hews  that  ineie  were  titles  of  the  fame  iiw- 
church  was  fo  Urge,  as  to  require  more  pa£-  port,  to  figniiy  Cngh  elders,  as  were  the  tnif 
tea  thatMNM,  a«  therf  the- church  bijhoptef  ihe  New  TfftwnoiH'tburdbfJu 
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to  And  taw  t 
Jccpfbaeknothing 
provable 
mnnvtu,  hoi  have 
fhcwed  you*  and 
have  uughc  you 
publickly  ,  aftd 
from  tauit  to 
buirie. 


il  Tdltfying 
both  to 

and  Mi  to  the 
Orcfki,  rtpent- 
ancc  toward  God, 
and  faith  toward 
our  Lord  lefu* 
Chrift, 


it  And  no** 
bch*Mt1  go  bound 
Mo  iho  spirit  tv> 
JeruGicro ,  not 
koovdng 
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and  been  fore  trials  to  my  faith  and  patience,  by  means 
of  the  malicious  counfels,  contrivances,  and  attempts 
of  unbelieving  'Jews  again  ft  me. 

20  Te  liltcwife  know  with  what  fimplicity  and  god¬ 
ly  fincerky,  and  not  as  thofe  that  corrupt  the  word  of 
Cod,  and  handle  it  deceitfully,  I  have  fulfilled  my  mi¬ 
nt  (fry  ;  infomuch  that,  notwithtlandingall  my  difficul¬ 
ties  and  difeouragements,  I  have  never  been  influenced 
by  fear  or  favour,  or  any  carnal  or  worldly  motives 
whatsoever,  to  conceal,  with-bold,  or  fhun  in&fting  u- 
pon,  any  one  point  of  faith  or  pra&icc,  that  might  be 
for  the  good  and  edification  of  my  hearers  j  but  have 
freely  and  plainly  declared  the  whole  fell  erne  of  gofpel- 
trurhs  unto  you,  as  well  as  others,  and  have  faithfully 
in  ft  rucled  you  inro  them,  at  large,  in  feafonable  coun* 
fels,  cautions,  exhortations,  and  encouragements,  both 
publicly  in  all  religious  aflemblies,  and  privately  at  the 
feveral  houfes  that  I  have  referred  to. 

at  I  can  appeal  to  you,  that  in  all'  mymioiftratioDS  I 
have  bore  my  teftimony  for  Chrift,  in  word  and  deed, 
both  to  the  Jews,  and  even  to  the  moft  learned  among 
the  GtntiUs :  This  I  have  done  with  the  greateft  earn  di¬ 
ne  fa  and  concern,  is  one  that  fhall  winds  either  for  or 
againft  them  in  the  day  of  judgment  *,  and  1  have  There¬ 
in,  as  ye  know,  chiefly  infilled  on  two  of  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  and  comprehenfive  articles  of  Chri Aian  religion : 
One  is  the  nature  and  neceftity  of  unfeigned  repentance 
toward  God,  which  Chrift  is  exalted  to  give,  and  which 
confifts  in  a  deep  and-  humbling Titnfe  of  the  evil,  mif- 
chief,  and  danger  of  all  fin,  and  of  all  its  aggravations, 
as  fm;  in  ah  ingenuous  forrow  and  (name  for  it ;  in 
utter  hatred  of  it,  and  hearty  resolutions,  by  divine 
grace,  againft  it;  and  in  turning  from  it  to  God  upon 
the  encouragements,  and  bytbe  affi  (lance  of  his  free 
mercy,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  as  mamfefted  in  tbe  gof- 
pcl :  And  the  other  grand  fubjeft  of  my  miniftry  has 
been,  the  nature  and  neceffity  of  Gucere  faith,  as  ter¬ 
minating  upon  the  perfon  and  mediation  of  Chrift, 
which  is  alfb  tbe  gift  of  God,  and  cooGfts  in  a  convin¬ 
ced  Uniter’s  cordially  aflenting  to,  approving  of,  and 
embracing  the  gofpel-difcovery  of  pur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  the  only  fuitable,  divine,  and  atl-fufficienc  prophet, 
prirft,  and  king  of  tbe  church;  and  in  receiving  and 
relying  on  him  alone,  and  on  the  rich  grace  of  God, 
through  his  merit  and  righi£oufne&,  for  pardon  at  fit), 
and  juftification,  and  for  a  whole  falvation. 

22  And  now,  behold  another  feene  of  labour  and  fuf- 
fetings  lyes  before  me;  1  am  going  to  Jerufaitm,  being 

direfted 


CL  xx. 

know*  the 
ihson  ijm  fall 
Will  be  that: 


13  Sm  that 
tli €  Hdy  Ghoft 
tfitnefTcxh  In  eve* 
ty  city,  frying 
Thu  bonds  ami 
^iTliAion*  abide 

ItkC, 


44  But  none 
of  ibeft  thiwgj 
move  me;  neither 
count  I  my  life 
dear  unto  rnyfelf* 

ioiViit  1  nipt  t 
rilh  my  cowrie 
n  il!)  )uy,  and  the 
mmtftry  which  1 
have  received  of 
the  l,ord  Jet  us, 
to  ttftify  the  gof* 
pel  of  the  grace 
of  God. 


tj  And  hflv, 
hvholdt  l  know 
dm  ye  all,  among 
whomEtav*gone 
preaching  ,  the 
kingdom  of  God, 
ihilT  fee  my  fact 
no  mm. 
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directed  and  obliged  to  it,  (*«  *«•*«»•*)  by  in  wan]  fuggef- 
dons  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  cOTTefpondenr  refoiutions 
in  my  own  mind,  which  carry  the  nature  of  a  {acred 
bond  upon  me  to  comply  with  them ;  though  1  have  no 
revelation  of  what  particular  Cervices  and  troubles  the 
Lord  may  call  me  to  there,  or  what  the  final  ifTne  of 
them  fhail  be,  as  to  my  own  life,  or  death. 

33  Only  this  I  know  in  general,  that  the  divine  Spi- 
tit,  whofe  nature  is  holy,  and  who  is  the  fanettfier  of 
bis  people  and  fervants,  and  of  all  their  labours  and  tri¬ 
als,  has  practically  witnefled  by  events  that  have  befal¬ 
len  me  in  . many  cities  where  1  have  hitherto  been,  and 
may  further  tell  me  by  infpired  prophets  in  various  cities 
through  which  1  pafs,  (thap,  xii.  4,  n.)  that  imptifon- 
ments,  bond?,  and  ill  ufage  arc  ftilJ  to  attend  me  for  the 
fake  of  Chrift,  who  has  (aid  to  his  difctples,  In  tie  world 
ye Jball have  tribulation.  {Join  x»i.  33.) 

34  But,  I  blefs  God,  I  am  not  in  the  lealPdtfhearteh- 
ed,  difeounged,  or  Ihakcn  in  my  refoiutions  to  go.  on, 
through  bis  affiitince,  in  his  work,  by  any  profped  of 
tbefe  terrors)  I  look  upon  .them  all  as  trifles,  and  make 
no  manner  of  account  of  them,  *■»«  ***t*n)  when 
they  (land  in  the  way  of  my  duty:  Nor  do  I  hold,  (*» 
•A")  or  efteem  my  life  itfelf  (that  deareft  of  all  earthly 
enjoyments)  to  be  of  any  importance,  or  worth  fating, 
but  ftand  ready  to  refign  it,  whenever  my  Lord  pleafcs, 
fo  that  1  may  but  end  my  days,  and  complete  my  ap¬ 
pointed  race  of  fervicc  and  {offerings,  to  his  glory,  with 
fatisfadion  and  joy  to  my  own  and  others  fouls;  and 
may  thoroughly  fulfil  that  holy  and  arduous,  honourable 
and  ufcful  miniftry,  which  I  nave  received  hy  the  com- 
miflton,  and  which  I  ezercife  by  the  gracious  furniture 
and  alb  (lance  of  the  Lord  Jefas,  to  publifh  and  confirm, 
with  miraculous  and  fcriptural  evidence,  the  truth  and 
excellence  of  that  gofpel,  which  fprings  from,  and  is  the 
appointed  means  of  letting  forth  and  communicating 
the  rich  and  fovereigo  grace  of  God,  to  the  eternal  fal- 
varion  of  immortal  fouls. 

aj  And  now  obferve  the  way  of  the  Lord,  for  enga¬ 
ging  your  diligence  in  his  work,  and  taking  off  your  dc* 

Kendence  from  inUrumcnts,  and  fixing  it  cnrirely  on 
imfelf;  I  am  veryfurc,  hy  the  intimations  he  has  given 
me,  that  however  be  raaydifpofe  of  me,  none  of  you, 
my  dear  Ephefan  brethren,  will  ever  fee  me  again  up¬ 
on  earth :  May  we  alt  have  a  joyful  meeting  in  heaven ! 
This  then  is  the  very  laft  time  that  I  fhail  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  fpcaking  face  to  face  to  you,  among  whom 
1  have  fo  often  preached  the  gicat  Jo&iiuc*,  privileges. 
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and  obligations,  pertaining  to  that  kingdom  which  God 
in  his  infinite  wifdom  and  grace  has  fet  up  in  this  world, 
am]  will  complete  in  all  its  bicftedods  and  glory  in  the 
world  to  come, 

i<  Wt>«efon  2 <S  As  therefore  my  work  is  now  done  in  tbefe  parts, 
tD  ,tCm  I  folemnly  declare,  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  darn 
l  am  pare  aPP«‘  to  you,  as  my  wKnefles,  m  confidence  of  your 
the  blood  at  all  being. fo  at  the  final  judgment  5  and  I  may  call  this part- 
*ncfl‘  ing  day  to  wiroefs,  that  I  have  been,  through  grace,  fib- 

cerely  faithful  in  difeharging  my  office  among  you  ;  fb 
that  if  any  that  fat  under  my  miuiftry  perilh,  their  blood 
muft  be  upon  thdr  own  heads,  and  1  (halt  Hand  clear  of 
the  ruin  of  their  fouls,  as  having  laid  before  them  the 
only  way  of  life  and  fai  ration  hy  Jefue  Chrift,  and  given 
them  fair  warning  of  the  danger  of  reje&ing  him 
through  unbelief,  and  pcrlifting  in  their  (ins*  (Eztk> 
xxxm.  4,  9.) 

*T  For  I  hmr*  27  For  as  I  have  preached  the  pure  goEpel  of  Chrift, 
Sedarc^It^you  wickour  mixture  of  human  inventions,  or  judaizingtra* 
*U  the  evunfet  of  ditions,  rites,  and  ceremonies  ;  fo  I  never,  from  a  de- 
fire  of  pleafmg  fome,  or  fear  of  offending  others,  have 
knowingly  or  willingly  declined  a  plain  and  open  puhlii 
cation  to  you,  or  others,  of  any  patt  of  that  glorious 
couofe)  of  Gcd,  concerning  the  falvation  of  loft  Gnners, 
which  is  the  produd  of  his  eternal  wifdom,  and  of  the 
good  pleafure  of  his  will,  and  which  he  has  now  reveal¬ 
ed  to  be  made  known  to  the  font  of  men. 

1*  Take  heed  28  Let  me  therefore,  as  a  brother,  jnrreat  you,  and, 
ihtufor*  urro  as  3  father,  charge  yeti,  in  the  same  and  prefcncc  of 
aTuheflor’k*  Chrift,  to  follow  my  example,  as  far  as  1  have  herein 
the  which  the  followed  him  :  Attend  diligently,  in  the  firft 

Ghoit  huh  p]ace)  t0  tbe  flate  and  temper  of  your  own  fouls,  that 
£ws*  fo’fed’i'he  ^bey  be  feafoned  with  grace,  and  governed  by  right  prjn- 
church  ctplcs  and  views ;  and  look  well  to  your  conversation, 
that  it  be  holy,  humbled,  and  unblameable,  as  becomes 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift ;  And  then  take  fpecial  care  of 
thofe  whom  your  Lord  regards  as  his  fpecial  property 
and  charge ;  and  who,'  like  (beep,  ought  to  be  meek  and 
patient,  inoffenfive  and  ufeful,  fociable  and  loving  in 
their  holy  communion  together  under  bis  authority,  and 
keeping  in  his  fold  :  See  to  ir,  that  none  of  them,  thro* 
your  neglect,  ever  fufFer  in  their  fpirittial  coneerns,over 
whom  the  Holy  Ghoft  (*9*”}  has  authoritatively  placed 
ami  fettled  you,  as  (wwkww)  infpe£tors,  watchmen,  and 
bifhops  of  their  fouls,  by  his  fitrniftiing  you  with  his  gifts 
and  graces  for  that  important  iruft,  and  inclining  your 
hearts  to  it,  and  regularly  ravelling  you  in  it,  according 
to  the  directions  of  his  word ;  lie  has  put  yon  into  that 

Ubotious 
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church  of  Gpdf 
vfaieb  be  hath, 
purchtfri  wltb 


*p  for  I  know 
tbU,rha(  after  ftir 
deponing  ihaJl 
p^k-vims  wolves 
enter  In  among 
yon,  ocm  fpariflg 
the  dock. 


jo  Attbofyour 
ovitCdvet  rtiaU 
men  arifc,  fpeak- 
i:*g  ptTYcrfc 
ising*,  10  draw 
kway  difciplc*  ^ 
ter  them. 


Therefore 

umcb 


laborious  and  honourable  office  for  this  very  end,  that 
ye,  like  pafiors  after  bit  own  hearty  may  feed  his  people 
with  knowledge  and  undemanding*  (Jen  iii*  15.)  and 
may  exercife  good  dlfcipline  and  government  over  them, 
£ra>cauu?)  with  all  wifdom  and  diligence,  meeknefs  and 
faithfulnefc,  even  over  the  church,  of  which  Chrift,  the 
great  Shepherd,  who  is  the  true  and  living  God,  is  the 
fupreme  Head;  and  which  he  has  redeemed,  and  bought 
for  himfelf,  with  the  infinitely  valuable  price  of  his  pre¬ 
cious  blood,  which  was  really  his  own  blood,  with  as 
much,  yea,  more  propriety,  than  any  man’s  blood  can 
be  called  his  own  1  becaufe  he  affiimed  the  human  na¬ 
ture  into  fo  clofc  an  union  with  the  divine,  as  to  make 
it  one  pcrfoQ  with  himfrif;  and  bad  an  abfolute  righr, 
originally  in  himfelf,  to  offer  it,  or  not,  as  an  atoning 
fieri  lice  for  his  church,  according  to  the  good  pleafure 
of  his  own  will*  Let  therefore  no  pains  he  thought  too 
much  for  you  to  take,  not  only  in  looking  well  to  your* 
felves,  but  alfo  to  them*  And  ye  will  find  great  occa- 
fion  for  the  utmoft  diligence  herein* 

29  For  [  plainly  forelee,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy, 
that  afterl  have  left  you,  falfc  teachers,  feducers,  and 
perfecting  enemies  wilt  break  in  upon  ycu,  and,  un¬ 
der  various  pretences,  will  aft  the  part  of  terrible  wolves 
among  you,  will  rend  and  tear,  frighten,  worry,  and 
fcatter  ChrilUs  flieep,  and  do  their  mmoll  to  deftroy  their 
faith  and  hope,  omitting  no  means  to  accomplith  their 
vile  deligns,  nor  forbearing  any  mifehiefs  or  cruelties 
they  can, bring  upon  them* 

30  And  even  from  among  yourfelves,  feme,  whom 
ye  now  have  a  good  opinion  of,  and  others,  that  may 
hereafter  incorporate  with  you,  will  rife  up  iu  oppolition 
to  the  Complicity  of  the  gofpel,  .  uttering  corrupt  and 
dangerous  notions  to  pervert  it,  and,  by  their  plauGhle 
in  Donations,  to  make  divifions  among  the  difciples  of 
Chrift,  and  hring  them  over  to  their  own  pernicious  er¬ 
rors,  and  to  themfelves  *  as  heads  of  panics. 

31  Be  ye  therefore,  like  faithful  (hepherds  under 
Chrift,  the  more  watchful  over  the  Dock;  ft  and  upon 
your  guard  again  ft  the  firlt  motions  of  thefe  evil  men, 
to  put  a  flop  to  them  ;  and  watch  the  firlt  ftaggerings 
of  the  folio  vers  of  the  Lamb,  to  preferve  and  fortify  them, 

and 

T  E. 

overthrew  the  faith  of  throe ;  and  fo  the  diu 
dpi et  they  drew  airay  may  be  tuidoltowl, 
cithciriifChnfl^prrifcfrcddtfdpIc^vt^milh^y 
pervertd,  or  of  difeipb  whicli  they  inadv  to 
thetr  own  partict* 


N  O 

*  Tnfyinctf  of  this  kind  were  Pbfttiht  and 
H/rmcgtucSy  fijwne&f,  and  P&i&toSt  iTipm. 
1.  ij.  end  ii,  n,  iS.  Theft  we  of  A fat  \ 
hrtook  the  spoflt^  made  difdplcs  to  them* 
f'Hrjs  irnd  io  their  own  corrupt  tenets,  nud 
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3*  And  now, 
lirctbrcn^  I  com* 
mend  yon  toGod, 
*nd  to  the  word 
of  Ms  grace , 
which  is  able  to 
Vuild  you  up*  and 
to  give  yon  «n  in¬ 
heritance  among 
ail  (hem  a  hich  axe 
&a£i&cd. 


'fi  I  tut  o 

Wtfd  rjn  niju)1! 

filwrtw  gold,  or 
■ppvel* 


and  prevent  their  being  drawn  a  fide:  And  to  excite 
your  greater  care  and  vigilance*  reflefl  feriouflyupon 
the  pains  I  have  taken  to  cftablifli  the  gofpcl,  and  the 
minds  of  ChriiFa  difciples  io  it*  and  to  forewarn  and 
forearm  you  agamft  thefe  dangers;  how  for  the  ipace 
of  about  three  years  together*  (fee  the  note  on  chap* 
six*  10  )  I  perfifted  with  unwearied  application*  by  night 
and  by  day*  as  opportunities  offered*  to  caution  every 
one  againft  deceivers;  and  did  this  with  an  aking  heart* 
and  weeping  eyes*  left  they  (hould  make  fad  bavock  up* 
on  their  faith*  and  fo  my  labour  upon  fome  of  whom 
1  hoped  well  (hould  prove  to  he  in  vain* 

3a  And  now*  my  dear  brethren*  being  fenfible  that 
ye  need  better  light  and  affiftabets  from  above  than 
your  own  or  than  I  can  give  you*  for  a  due  difeharge 
of  thefe  difficult  and  important  duties*  I  earneftly  re¬ 
commend  and  commit  you  to  the  favour  and  bleffing  of 
God,  and  of  the  eternal  Word,  who  is  God,  and  fuft  of 
grace  and  truth,  (John  i*  1*  14,)  that  ye  may  derive  all 
f:afonabIe  ftrength  and  guidance*  prefervauon  and  com¬ 
fort  from  the  Father*  through  the  Son  *  ;  and  I  refer 
you  to  his  holy  gofpel,  which  proceeds  from  his  free 
grace*  and  contains  all  needful  promifes  of  it*  and  ishifl 
appointed  means  of  conveying  ir,  that*  in  his  ftrength* 
ye  may  obferve,  and  act  according  to  his'  word*  as  your 
only  rule  and  ground  of  hope*  which,  in  the  nature  of 
means*  is  every  way  fufficient*  without  mixture  of  Jr w- 
ifb  rites*  or  human  inventions*  to  edify  and  eflablifh 
you*  and  carry  you  on  in  his  waytt,  till  at  length  he,  in 
the  great  nefs  of  his  mercy*  by  this  means*  {hall  conduit 
you  to*  and  put  you  in  full  poflVflion  of  the  inheritance 
which  he  has  appointed  to  his  children*  and  which  is  to 
be  enjoyed  by  all  thofe*  and  thole  only*  that  are  renew* 
cd  and  fan£UGed  by  the  Holy  Gboft;  and  fo  fitted  for 
that  glorious  flare' of  perfect  purity  and  blefiedoefs* 

33  There  is  one  thing  more*  for  the  truth  of  which 
I  can  appeal  to  God  and  you,  and  would  have  you  re¬ 
member  as  an  anfwer  to  thofe  enemies  that  may  wrong¬ 
fully  accufe  me  of  fecular  views,  and  as  a  fpeeimen  of 
that  holy  difinttreftednefi  that  ought  to  be  found  in  the 
faints  and  fervants  of  Chrift,  and  eipe£btnts  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  inheritance ;  I  mean*  that  I  have  not  been  de(i- 
rous,  like  the  fatfe  teachers*  of  heaping  up  riches*  or 
decking  the  body  with  fine  apparel*  or  even  of  furnilh- 


*  Aj  i&e  lew?  sf  nuy  fipiify  rU  wivi  tr  Me  may  refer  to  Gcd*  (r®  S10)  u 

thcr  the  which  is  ib  ftiteri,  chap*  xiv*  well  at  t©  /fr  "Wptd  of  bif  fra 

3,  or  the  Son  of  OcJt  who  h  often  called  nolifi  I  have  cbdewoured  to  tncfndfi 

IPW,  and  is  to  be  believed  in,  toeahrr  with  %li  ihcTcftafo*  IQ  lh*  jkiraphnft* 
the  JriJier,  Job*  jut.  i»  and  U  (ra  fuMfurp) 
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Yea,  jron 
roorfdm  know 
kirn  theft  hand* 
minKlreJ 
uqto  my  11 ccefi- 
tws,  and  to  them 
th.it  wen  with 
me* 


jf  I  hire  (hew¬ 
ed  yon  til  tiring*, 
how  that  io  w* 
hour  in;  ye  ought 
to  flip  port  the 
weak ;  and  to 
remember  the 
words  of  the  Lord 
Jrfnt,ho«he6id, 
It  fa  more  bfalfcd 
rrt  jdve  than  to 
ruvivc. 


jtf  And  when 
he  had  thus  fpo- 
ken,  he  knocked 
down 


ing  tnyfelf  with  proper  foe d  and  raiment,  at  another 
man*&  expence,  whether  of  his  Giver  or  gold  i  but;  like 
Mofiu  mdSamtt*!,  {Numb*  xvu  15.  and  1  Sam.  xii. 
3»“J*)  have  declined  every  thing  of  that  afpeil* 

34  Nay,  on  the  contrary,  ye  yoorfehes  are  my  wit- 
neffes*  that  when  I  might  have  demanded  a  comfortable 
fubfiftence  from  the  people,  I  was  fo  far  from  making 
ufc  of  my  power  in  this  refped,  that,  rather  than  the 
gofpel  (hould  be  hindered,  thefe  hands  of  mine  have 
wrought  hard,  in  making  of  tents,  (chap*  iviii*  3*}  to 
earn  my  bread,  and  to  provide,  not  for  myfelf  only,  but 
aHb  for  my  friends  and  brethren  that  accompanied  me, 
and  had  hoc  opportunity  of  procuring  fupplies  for  them- 
fclves- 

35  Thus  by  example,  as  well  as  dodrine;  1  have  fee 
before  you  all  tbofe  things  that  I  thought  needful  rodi* 
reft  your  conduit,  together  with  your  preaching  ;  and 
particularly  have  fhown  you  how  it  becomes  you,.  £S 
circum  fiances  and  occafions  require,  to  labour  with  your 
own  hands,  as  I  have  done,  that  ye  may  not  only  pro* 
vide  for  yourfclves,  and  fo  take  off  the  prejudices  of 
weak  and  covetous  minds  againfl  you,  as  if  yc  were 
mercenary  creatures,  that  make  a  gain  of  godlinefs;  but 
may  like  wife  be  capable  of  rdieving  the  poor,  that  are 
Gck  and  infirm,  and  unable  to  work  for  ihcmfdvcs,  And 
that  ye  may  not  think  much  at  this,  ye  (hould  often  re¬ 
flect  on  a  memorable  tying  of  the  Lord  Jcfas  himfclf  *, 
namely,  that  It  is  more  bUJfed  to  give  than  to  receive; 
meaning,  that  it  is  a  greater  happinefc,  comfort,  and  ho¬ 
nour,  more  God J ike,  and  acceptable  to  him,  and  derives 
a  more  fignal  bleffing  from  him,  to  do  good  in  adtsof 
charity  to  the  poor,  than  to  receive  benefactions  from  o- 
thers,  or  than  to  increafe  in  worldly  (fores, 

3 6  And  when  the  apoftle  had  finifhed  this  folemn, 
moving  difcourfe,  he,  to  give  them  a  parting  prayer,  as 
well  as  a  farewell  fermon,  fell  down  on  his  knees,  and, 
in  that  pofttire  of  holy  reverence  and  humble  importu¬ 
nity,  poured  out  bis  earned  requells  to  the  Lord  for  them 
alt,  they  joining  with  him  therein,  that  they  might  be 

enabled 


NOTE,  * 

*  Borne  haw  thought  that  here  fa  a  refer-  by  immediate  teretaEton,  «  are  now  aJTa* 
cnee  to  what  Cfmft  ftid  in  fin ft.  though  in  red  that  Child  fpufce  i'uch  word*  as  thefe; 
rfitfcrent  word*,  LvitW.  13,  14.  anduvip*  but  had  not  the  facrcd  hiflorlan  recorded 
But  a*  they  are  eiprcfdy  called  vorJt  of  Paul  i  recital  of  them,  we  (hould  never  have 
<Jnr  l,«d  Jtffli,  it  rather  feetn*  that  thU  was  known,  with  certainty'*  any  thing  of  then  5 
a  faying  nftd  by  our  f^rd  on  fbtneneraGons,  finrcortl  tradition  would  ha vr  left  u$  as  much, 
and  familiarly  known  among  hfa  difciplei»  in  the  dark  ihowt  this,  a*  about  thotifcndinf 
though  omitted  by  the  £vjiirgvtfjfli  in  the  hif-  other  lenience*  that  were  f|*>k<  by  our  Lord, 
cory  of  hit  lift?.  If  lb,  whether  the  a  pottle  Init  wen;  not  recorded  by  the  iafpiitd  pcs* 
tad  the  account  of  it  from  car-wftneflev,  or  men. 
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down,  and  pray* 
«d  with  them  *11, 


37  And  they 
all  u/cpt  fort,  and 
fed  on  FaiifY 
necfct  and  JUflVd 
him. 


jl  Sorrowing 
moft  of  ail  far  the 
wordi  which  he 
fpake,  that  they 
Ibold  tee  bis  Eact 
no  Diwt.  And 
they  accompani¬ 
ed  him  DQto  the 
fldp. 


enabled  by  his  grace  to  undertime!,  receive,  and  prac¬ 
tice  the  good  couafcl  that  had  been  given  them,  and 
might  be  directed  and  aflitited*  fupported  and  fiiccecded 
in  all  their  way  and  work,  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
good  of  his  church,  and  that  they  themfelres,  and  all 
their  labours  might  be  accepted  of  himinChrift, 

37  Hereupon  they  all  burit  out  into  floods  of  tears* 
and  throwing  themfelves*  one  after  another  on  PauTi 
neck*  with  hearts  full  of  tendernefa,  love*  and  grief*  they 
embraced  and  fainted  him*  in  the  moft  aiFe&ionatc  man¬ 
ner,  as  the  deareft  friends  ufe  to  do  at  parting. 

38  They  were  exceedingly  troubled  at  the  thoughts 
of  lofing  the  prefent  pleafurt  and  advantage  of  his  good 
company*  counfds,  and  numerations ;  but  were  moft 
abundantly  diftreifcd  in  reflecting  on  the  words,  where¬ 
by  he  had  plainly  told  them*  {ven  1$*)  that  they  would 
never  fee  him  in  the  land  of  the  living  again.  And* 
like  fail  and  endeared  friends,  that  are  loth  to  part,  they 
attended  him  to  bis  embarkation,  {hewing  him  ail  the 
kind ne fs  and  refpefl  they  were  capable  of,  and  wiihing 
him  a  prosperous  voyage  by  the  will  of  God* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  mercy  is  it  to  fee  the  fervanta-of  Chrift  get  fafe  through  the  uproars 
that  are  at  any  time  made  sgainft  them,  and  to  take  our  leave  of  them  in  pcao.% 
And  how  afte&iouatdv  and  refiginufly  fhould  they  part  wifh  thar  Christian 
friends  and  brethren,  who  cannot  but  be  grieved  at  the  Ida  of  their  edifying 
company  and  mini  ft  rations ;  elpeci ally  when  they  have  reafon  to  think  that  they 
Shall  never  fee  their  feces  any  more  i  But  in  the  molt  afflictive  and  felfadenytng 
cafcs,  it  becomes  ua  to  fay,  The  will  of  the.  Lord  be  done  :  However,  ftnee  mi¬ 
ni  fl era  m ti ft  die  as  well  as  other  men*  how  ready  (hould  we  be  to  accompany 
them*  long  as  we  can,  in  their  far  vices  and  fufflrriiyge,  and  to  attend  their  holy 
mini  far  at ions,  efpectatly  on  the  Lord*sdaya,  which  are  divinely  fat  apart  for  the 
celebration  of  fecred  ordinances*  fuch  as  hearing  the  word,  breaking  of  bread, 
and  prayer  \  And  whenever  we  arc  engagd  in  religious  worfliip,  how  fhould  we 
watch  againft  drowftnefi  and  fteep,  left  we  meet  with  a  rebuke  like  Eutjcbtu^ 
who  fall  down  dead,  though  God,  for  his  own  glory,  and  the  comfort  of  his 

£ople,  raffed  him  to  Ufa  again  i  How  indefatigable  was  the  great  apoftle  in  the 
vice-  of  his  Lord  !  He  fomettmes  laboured  with  his  hands  to  flippy  his  own 
and  other's  wants,  as  knowing  tint  our  Saviour  himfdf  faid,  It  is  more  Ueffcd  to 
give  than  to  rtcrivc  ;  and  at  other  times  he  laid  himfclf  out,  by  night  and  by- 
day,  for  connfdJing  and  cautioning,  eftablifliing  and  building  up  believers,  and 
direftinp  the  paftors  of  chiTrches,  as  well  as  for  the  converlion  of  finners,  What 
an  excellent  pattern  has  he  fat  the  minifters  of  the  gofjjel  T  And  how  happy  is  it 
for  them  to  he  able,  with  a  good  confcienoe,  and  in  view  of  a  future  judgment, 
to  appeal  to  their  hearers*  as  wit  drifts  for  them  atthdr  finki  parting!  With 
what  prayers  and  tears,  affectionate  concern  and  holy  zeal,  humility,  conde- 
feenfion,  and  contempt  of  this  world,  fhould  they,  like  thia  great  apoflle,  fcrve 
the  Lord  Jcfus*  anridft  the  various  trials  that  befal  them  i  With  what  unbiafled 
and  difintcrefted  f&Uhfulmrb  and  plaintiffs  fhould  they  declare  the  whole  co<mfel 
of  God,  snliftsng  cfpcciatfy  on  the  moft  ncccflary  and  pradic&l  parts  of  it,  fuch 
ns  faith  and  repentance,  that  the  guilt  of  fouls  that  perifh  may  be  chargeable  op* 
on  their  own  fluidity  and  obftinacy,  and  not  oh  any  partiality  orncgled  of  thole 
that  ouaiftred  to  them  *  A hd  liow  cbearfully  Humid  they  follow  the  foot  Heps  of 

.  Providence 
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Providence  in  their  riimiftrttioift,  whatever  danger*  it  may  expofc  than  to  1 
They  fhould  cxpe&  funtruteS  for  the  Jake  of  Cbrift,  and  even  dcfptft  their  own 
lives,  in  comparifcm  with  finKhing  their  courie  with  joy*  and  fulfilling  the  truft 
which  Ctuift  has  committed  to  them,  for  fetting  forth  the  excellencies  of  the  gof- 
pci  of  the  grace  of  God,  G  what  diligence  Jhould  they  look  to  therofeives* 
and  to  the  church  of  the  dear  Savifcur,  who  is  God*  and  by  bis  own  infimtriy 
dignified  Mood  has  purebafed  it  for  himfclf !  How,  in  love  and  duty  to  him*  and 
to  the  Holy  GboJL  who  has  made  them  overfeers,  fhouW  they  feed  his  people 
with  found  doAn-*?,  and  watch  over  them  in  the  Lord,  that  neither  feertt  iu*r 
optfi  enemies  mxy  iedute  any  of  them  ! .  But,  alas,  who  is  Efficient  for  theft 
things !  And  wh*t  need  have  poftors,  as  well  as  thrir  flocks,  to  be  recommend' 
ed  by  prayer,  and  to  commit  themfelves  by  faith  to  Chrift  and  to  the  power  and 
pnrfnifes  of  God  through  him,  to  cany  them  on  with  an  inertafe  of  gins,  graces, 
and  fuccefs,  and  to  give  them  a  free  julmiffron  at  lift  to  the  eternal  inheritance* 
which  is  to  be  enjoyed  by  none  but  holy  fouls ! 


CHAP.  XXI. 

Paul  fets  fail  vsitk  hit  company  from  Miletus,  and  pajfes  by  feveud 
placet  in  bit  way  to  Cefarea,  ]  ,—7.  There  they  ledge  at  Philip 
the  evangelist  benfe,  and  travel  on  feet  from  thence  te  jerufalem, 
notwithfianding  the  remonfirances,  that ,  upon  Agabus’/  prophecy  ef 
Paul1*  fifft  rings,  were  made  again#  it,  8,-17.  He fahetet  hit  bre¬ 
thren  there,  and,  at  their  perfwafton,  purifies  himfelf  according  te 
the  law,  in  ccndsfcenfion  te  the  prejudice ,  of  the  Jews,  18, — 2 6. 
The  AGa'  ic  Jews,  feeing  him  in  the  temple,  cry  out  furieufly,  and 
incenfe  the  people  again#  him,  who  violently  feize  him  at  a  criminal, 
27,-30 .  He  narrowly  ef  capes  wifi  hit  life,  hy  the  ajjijlanct  ef  the 
chief  captain,  vibe  refeues  him  out  of  their  hands ,  and  gives  him  /*• 
berty  to  /peak  in  his  own  defence,  31, — 40. 


Tkxt. 

A  HD  it  camera 

1 1  pafs,  ihu  af- 

ter  vtie  got¬ 
ten  froro  them, 
tad  Unchi-J, 
vc  cuno  irtth  a 
ftnjght  courfe 
unto  Cnos,  ?n4 
the  daj  following 

im:o  Rtiodcc,  ind 
frotn  thtttcc  unto 


%  And,  find¬ 
ing  a  fhtp  Ailing 
nm  unto  pheni- 
cia,  vrr  wttit  t- 
botxi 


Paraphrase. 

TTT HEN  Paul,  and  thofe  of  us  who  were  of  his  com* 
pany,  had  got  away  with  much  ado,  (avswar&war) 
like  perfons  dragged  with  violence,  from  our  dear  Ephe- 
ftan  friends,  who  were  loth  to  part  with  us,  and  we 
with  them,  we  put  off  to  fea  $  and,  by  the  favour  of 
Providence,  failed  dire&ly  in  a  prufperous  voyage  to 
Coot,  an  ifland  in  the  Mgean  fea,  famous  for  the  temple 
of  Mfcvlapiut  and  Juno ;  and,  the  day  after  that,  we 
arrived  at  another  ifland,  called  Rhodes,  greatly  renown¬ 
ed  for  the  Cohjfus,  or  huge  (tame  of  brafs,  which  was 
erefted  to  the  honour  of  the  fun  i  was  feventy  cubits 
high,  and  flood  a  ft  ride  over  the  mouth  of  the  hatbour, 
in  which  the  fhips  failed  between  its  legs,  and  was 
reckoned  one  of  the  feven  wonders  of  the  world ;  and 
from  thence  we  failed  to  Patara,  the  metropolis  and 
chief  port  of  Lycia.  __  * 

a  And  there  happily  meeting  with  a  {hip  that  was 
bound  for  Syroplxenkia,  wc  went  aboard  her,  and  fet 

forward 
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board,  ud 
forth* 

3  Now ‘when 
ve  had  dif  covered 
Cyprus  wv  left  it 
on  rhe  left  hind, 
and  failed  into 
.Syria,  and  land* 
od  at  Tyre;  for 
there  the  (hip  «u 
tp  unlade  her  bur- . 
den- 

4  And  finding 
dilciplrf,  we  tar* 
tied  there  fcven 
days;  «hotVwlto 
Paul,  through  the 
fpirir,  that  he 
Iheuld  not  go  up 
up  JtrUidliiAJ. 


$  And  when 
we  had  atcum- 
p(iAcdthafefiay5t 
we  departed,  and 
went  our  way* 
ami  they  all 
brought  us  on 

our  way,  with 
wire*  and  chil* 
drea,  till  we  were 
out  of  the  city  : 

and 


forward  for  that  country,  which  lay  dirt&ly  in  our  way 
to  Jersfalem. 

3  Now  when  we  came  within  fight  of  Cyprus,  which 
lay  out  of  our  road  toward  the  north,  we  patted  that 
ifland,  leaving  it  at  fomc  diftance  on  our  left  hand,  and 
made  the  bell  of  our  way  for  Syria ;  and  at  length  reach¬ 
ing  Tyre,  the  chief  port' and  city  of  Phoenicia ,  a  pro¬ 
vince  of  Syria,  we  wentafhore  :  For  there  the  vcflcl  we 
fatted  in  was  to  deliver  up  her  cargo. 

4  And  there  being  at  this  city  acompany  of  helievers 
in  Chrift,  we  found  them  outand  vi fated  them  ;  and  as 
they  ,  were  extremely  defirous  of  our  flaying  with  them, 
and  we,  being  now  landed  on  the  borders  of  Canaan, 
could  eafily  get  to  JerufaUm  by  the  time  that  tbcapoftle 
had  prefixed,  we  continued  there  a  whole  week,  that 
we  might  fpend  a  Lord’s  day  with  them,  (fee  the  note 
on  chap. ,xx.  6.).  as  well  as  improve  opportunities  on  o- 
ther  days,  for  mutual  edification  and  conlblation  :  And 
while  we  were  there,  fome  of  them,  who  were  endued 
with  extraordinary,  gifts,  told  Paul,  by  an  immediate 
fuggeftion  of  the  Spirit,  that  unlefs  he  would  expofe 
himfelf  to  the  utmofl  danger  of  his  life,  he  muft  not 
purfue  his  journey  to  'JerufaUm  *,  becaufe  great  troubles 
would  befal  him,  in  cafe  of  bis  going  thither. 

5  Hut  (J‘)  not  being  terrified  at  the  thoughts  of  the 
adverfaries  which  be  might  meet  with,  and  whofe  mif- 
chievous  attempts  again  lit  him  God  could  over-rule  for 
his  own  glory,  and  the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel ;  and 
knowing  in  himfelf,  by  the  Holy  Ghofl,  that  bonds 
and  affliflions  were  to  attend  him  in  the  difebarge  of 
his  duty,  (chap.  xx.  33.)  he  would  by  no  means  he  dif- 
fuaded  from  his  important  defign  j  and  Co,  when  the 
feven  days  were  expired,  we  fet  out,  and  went  to  the 
fea-fide,  all  the  brethren  of  Tyre  accompanying  us 
with  great  affedton  and  refpefk  f,  and  honouring  us 
with  prefents,  and  bringing  tbetr wives  and  children  a- 
long  with  them,  till  we  got  oot  of  the  city,  that  they 
all  might  learn  to  reverence  the  faithful  fervants  of 
Chrifl,  and  might  have  the  benefit  of  their  inflruCtiona 
and  prayers ;  And  when  we  came  to  the  fliore,  the 

whole 


NOTE. 

*  A«  when  God  told  Davii,  1  Sm.  xxiii.  their  ahnndsnt  xfleflidn  to  him,  Mid  eon- 
ix.  that  the  men  of  KdUb  would  deliver  him  am  for  hU  Afcty,  would  hare  dilTuuikd  him 
up  to  $aujy  David  enderftood  it  to  be,  on  from  gtung  thither  - 

fhppofithm  that  ho  Ihould  It  ay  io  K* Uab,  and  f  U  hi  highly  probable,  that  they  gave  pre* 

therefore  went  from  thence,  and  dcaptd  firm*  to  the  apottk  and  hi*  company  at  pwt- 
Satti**  rage  r  So  thefc  difciples  feemed  to  un-  inj,  n  thdr  frkods  at  Mrfita  or  Me Ue  did* 
find  and  their  prophetic  impulfe  to  be  an  in*  chap,  vzvuL  io.  And  U  it  tfc&tigbt  by  fame 
timarion  from  the  Spirit,  that  Put/,  if  he  that  this  v»  «  fulfilment  of  the  prophey, 
were  Jb  minded,  mijjir  avoid  hit  danger,  by  PJ i/,  jtiv*  n*  that  th 
hot  going  Up  jerafdicru ;  and  therefore,  m  k  there  vitb  a 
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ve  kneeled 
down  on  the 
Jhurt  gad  prayed. 


€  And  wh« 
we  had  tak^i  oar 
Inve  one  of  a  no* 
(her, we  took  fbip: 
aad  they  ret  or  o«l 
home  again. 

7  And  when 
vc  had  finiOud 
tur  eoorfc  from 
Tyre,  we  came  to 
Ptolrmais^adfa* 
luted  the  b  ret  hen, 
add  abode  with 
then  out  day. 


ft  And  the  next 
we  that  were 
of  haul's  compa¬ 
ny  departed,  and 
came  a  a  to  Ce  fo¬ 
res  ;  and  we  en¬ 
tered  loro  the 
houfe  of  Phdtp 
the  evangelic , 
(which  wat  dtfrof 
the  fcvoi,)  and 
abode  with  him. 


p  And  the  feme 
in  an  had  four 
daughter*,  vif  - 
gins,  which  did 
ptophefy. 


to  And  is  we 

£arricds£*riinany 
d *fs,  there  cune 
down  from  Judea 
a  certain  pmplwt 
aimed  Agabaq. 
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whole  company  kneeled  down  with  great  folemmty  upon 
it,  and  joined  with  the  apoftle  in  humble  addreifcs  to 
the  throne  of  gTace  for  the  fpecial  prefence  and  blefling 
of  God  to  be  with  tbofe  of  us  chat  were  upon  our  jour* 
ney,  and  with  thofe  that  we  were  to  leave  behind  us. 

6  And  when  we  had  affe&ionately  embraced  and  fa¬ 
inted  one  another  in  a  Chriftian  manner,  our  company 
went  a  Hup-board,  for  a  coafting  voyage ;  and  the  Ty¬ 
rian  brethren,  with  their  wives  and  children,  returned 
to  their  own  homes,  that  they  and  their  houfes  might 
ferve  the  Lord. 

7  And  after,  through  the  good  hand  of  our  God  up- 

on  us,  we  had  finilhed  our  paflage  by  fca  from  Tyre, 
we  landed  at  Ptolemaij,  a  city  of  Galilee  and  paying 
our  refpeds  in  the  ufual  forms  of  religious  frtendihip 
to  the  Chriftian  brethren  there,  we  (laid  with  them  one 
day  only,  to  tell  them  what  great  things  tbe  Lord  had 
done  by  Patti's,  miniftry  \  and  to  inquire  how  tbe  good 
work  went  on  among  them  ;  as  alfo  to  give  them  fui- 
table  inftru&ons  and  exhortations,  for  their  caution, 
encouragement,  and  comfort.  ‘ 

8  And  on  the  morrow,  we,  who  were  Poors  atten¬ 
dants,  went  with  him  from  that  city,  and  proceeded  by 
land  to  Cefarea  in  Palefime,  where  rhe  firft  converts 
were  made  from  among  the  profelytes  of  the  gate  ; 
(chap*  x.)  and  going  into  tbe  houfe  of  Philip  we  took 
up  our  quarters  with  him,  who  was  both  an  evsmgelift, 
and  one  of  the  (even  fir  ft  deacons  that  had  been  chofeu 
hy  tbe  church  at  Jerufalem,  {chap.  vi.  j.)  atrd  who 
came  to  this  city  foou  after  his  preaching  Chrift  had 
been  eminently  blefied  to  the  converfion  of  the  Sama* 
rilansy  and  of  tbe  Ethiopian  eunuch,  {chap.  viii.  5,  6, 
35»~4°-)  *nd  row  refided  here. 

9  This  famous  man  had  four  daughters,  who  had 
preferred  their  chaftity  in  an  unmarried  date,  and  were 
endued  with  tbe  fpint  of  prophecy  for  underttanding 
the  feriptures  of  the  the  Old  Teflament,  and  for  fore¬ 
telling  future  events,  in  further  accompliftiment  of  the 
memorablepredi£tionof  JoeIt  before-mentioned.  (Chap. 
ii.17.) 

10  And  while  we  continued  at  this  city,  where  we 
fpent  a  confideiable  time  in  converting  with  our  Chrif¬ 
tian  friends  about  the  things  of  God,  and  in  other  religi¬ 
ous  exerdfes,  a  certain  prophet  came  down  thither  from 
Judea,  whofe  name  was  Agabut,  wit!  who  fome  years 
.before  had  foretold  the  great  famine  which  afterwards 
cameto  pafs.  {Chap.  vi.  23.) 
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it  And  when 
he  was  come  unto 
iu  he  look  Paul's 
girdle,  and  bound 
bis  ovn  hands 
uul  feet,  and  faid» 
Thus  6trh  the 
HAf  QW*f  So 
tut)  the  Jews  at 
loDtidtm  bind 
the  man  that  own 
«vh  this  cictUc, 
Vid  dull  deliver 
J&v into  the  hands 
•f  ihc  Gentiles. 


tx  And,  when 
we  hcvd  thefc 
thing*,  both  wt, 
and  they  of  that 

ghee,  befooght 
im  not  to  go  Wp 
to  Jcrafalcai. 


>1  Then  Paul 

anfwe red*  What 
«c?n  ye  to  veep, 
and  to  break 
mine  heart?  fori 
am 


1 1  This  infplred  man  coming  into  our  company,  and 
feeing  the  belt  with  which  Paul  ufed  to  gird  op  his 
long  garments  about  hia  loins  in  travelling,  took  it  up, 
and,  by  way  of  prophetic  Ggn  *,  bound  his  own  hands 
and  feet  with  it,  after  the  manner  that  malefactors  were 
wont  to  be  bound  when  they  were  apprehended ;  and, 
to  interpret  the  meaning  of  this  Ggnificznt  aft  ion,  he 
faid,  The  Holy  Ghoft,  by  whofe  immediate  fuggeAion 
I  now  fpeak,  affures  me  that,  when  the  owner  of  this 
girdle  arrives  at  jferu/akm,  the  Jevts there  will  certain¬ 
ly  occafion  bis  being  bound  like  a  criminal,  (per.  33* 
and  chap,  sail  25.)  as  I  have  now  bound  my  hands  and 
feet  iu  your  fight  j  and  will  give  him  up  to  the  power 
of  the  RemanSf  to  abufe  him,  as  they  did  his  great 
Lord  and  Matter  himfeif.  (Mattb.  xx.  19.) 

12  And  when  we  heard  him  fpezfc  fo  peremptorily  of 
the  terrible  things  that  would  befal  the  apoftle,  we, 
who  were  of  his  company,  and  the  difciplcs  of  that 
city,  together  with  us,  were  fo  deeply  affefted  at  it, 
and  fo  tenderly  concerned  for  his  liberty,  cafe,  and 
fafety,'that  we  all  joined  in  earneftly  begging  of  him, 
even  with  tears  in  our  eyes,  (t ter.  13.)  that  he  would 
by  no  means  think  of  purfuing  his  journey  to  Jcrufalcm, 
and  run  a  life,  fo  important  as  hia,  into  unavoidable 
danger  there. 

13  But  (*)  Paul  replied,  with  great*  pretence  of 
mind,  with  a  noble  fortitude  of  fpirif,  and  with  a  good 
degree  of  generous  warmth  aod  holy  refentment,  as  our 
Lord  did  to  Peter  when  he  would  have  diJTuaded  him 
from  His  fufferings,  (ifl tatth.  xvi.  25.)  What  are  ye  a- 
doing?  or  what  would  ye  be  at,  my  dear  friends  and 
brethren,  while  ye  thus  lament,  and  cry,  and  remon- 
ftratc  agsinft  the  will  of  God,  and  alinuft  overwhelm 
tny  foul  with  grief,  to  fee  tbe  titnoroufuefs,  weaknefs, 
and  carnality  of  your  temper,  together  with  your  fond 
affeftion  for  me  \  and  to  think  bow  ye  would  throw 
temptations,  in ‘my  way,  to  dagger  my  courage  and  re- 
folution  in  the  eaufe  of  CHrift,  and  how  impoffible  it 
is  to  acquit  myfelf  to  God,  and  my  own  confidence, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  oblige  you  ?  Tor,  though  I 
heartily  love  you,  and  fliould  bo  wilting,  if  tbe  Lord 


N  O  T  B. 

*  Again i,  it  fern,  firfl  bound  his  hinds,  and  -wtadtr  npan  Egypt  ejrd  Ethiopia,  tq  in* 
and  afterwards  looting  them,  bound  hi.  reel  tintxte  their  csplivity  hy  the  Ajfjtim,  ( Ifa . 
with  PduV *  girdle,  in  an  emblematical  way,  x*.  j,  4rt.)  and  aa  'Jtrtmah  wax  ordered  to 
to  imprefs  the  fpcfkitor,  with  a  moving  fenfe  pfif  bttnii  and  jwtn  apt n  nr  aert,  to  fignify 
(f  the  id  treatment  the  apoftle  would  meet  that  the  king*  of  ftdtn 1,  Meat,  i?t.  (ho« Id  ke 
with,  which  wax  prophetically  reynfinted  brought  Into  fiibjeftion  to  (he  kiog  of  Jtlp 
hy  that  aSian,  in  like  manner  as  Ifitnh  war  hn,  {Jtr.  x«p,  a,  <rt.) 
ordered  (s  'walk  xaktd  and  benfut,  for  tfga 
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a5i 


tm  TG*&J  not  to 
be  bound  only* 
but  aJfo  ro  dk  at 
Jerusalem  for  the 
pameof  the  Loid 
Jciiifc 


t*  And  when 
he  would  doc  be 
pchuaikd  ,  wc 
ccafcd ,  faying  , 
The  wall  of  I  be 
Lonl  be  done* 


15  And  after 
thofe  days  we 
took  op  our  car- 
riajjfs,  and  went 
up  to  jcruUkiD* 


id  Tbmuvnt 
with  us  alio  fer- 
lam  of  ihe  difci- 
plcs  of  Ce&reat 
acid  brought  with 
i^moneMjufbn 
of  Cyprus,  aa 
old  dt  (triple,  «'itb 
whom  we  thou  Id 
odge. 


17  And  when 
we  were  conw  to 
JtiuGileai  7  the 
brethren  received 
iu  gladly. 


fee  meet,  to  continue  in  the  body  for  your  edification, 
and  the  common  benefit  of  the  church  ;  yet,  a$  to  uny- 
fetf,  who  can  do  aU  things  through  Chrifi  mbichjtrengtb* 
sneth  wt(PbU:n,  13,)  I  (Und  prepared,  not  only  to  Tub* 
mit  to  the  fevtieft  bonds,  but  even  cbewfully  to  lay  down 
my  life  ttfelf,  as  a  martyr,  at  Jtndfalem,  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  my  dear  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  for  foaling  his 
gofpel  with  my  own  blood. 

14  And  when  we  found  that  he  could  not  he  pre* 
vailed  upon  to  alter  his  purpofe,  by  all  our  melting 
tears  and  prefitng  importunity,  we  no  longer  peril  fled 
in  our  .mournings  and  intreaties ;  but  acquiefced  in  his 
determination  to  go  forwards,  at  all  adventures,  faying. 
Not  our  wills,  but  the  fbvetetgn  and  holy  will  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  (vfr.  (3.)  be  done,  in  that  way  and  man* 
ner,  whatever  it  be,  as  {hall  be  mod  for  his  glory  and 
the  good  of  his  church. 

15  And  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  that  was 
thought  proper  for  us  to  tarry  at  Cefarea,  we  packed  up 
our  baggage  *,  and  fitting  out  with  it,  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  our  journey,  went  up  to  Jtrufaltm  j  tltofe 
of  us  that  were  of  Poufs  company,  refolving  to  attend 
and  affift  him,  as  far  as  God  fliould  enable  us,  in  his 
dangers. 

16  There  Hkewife  accompanied  ua  fome  of  the 
Chriflians  that  dwelt  u  Ct/areat  to  conduct  and  acco¬ 
modate  us  in  our  way  •,  and  as  lodgings  were  fcarce  at 
JenxfaUi n,  during  the  fofttval,  they  brought  along  with 
them  a  native  of  Cyprus,  whofe  name  was  Mnafcn,  a 
good  old  difciple  of  Jefus  Chrift,  venerable  for  his  age, 
and  his  long  (landing  with  reputation  and  honour  iu 
the  profefiion  of  the  gofpel,  that  we  might  be  enter¬ 
tained  at  his  houfe,  who  ordinarily  re  tided  at  Jerufalem , 
and  was  ready  to  receive  aqd  own  us,  notwithftanding 
all  that  he  had  heard  of  the  great  fuffeiings  Paul  would 
be  expofed  to.  [ver-  1 1.) 

17  And  when  we  arrived  at  Jerttfakm,  the  faithful 
brethren  there,  miniflers  and  Chrittians,  rejoiced  to 
fee  us,  and  gave  us  a  mod  afie&ionate  and  hearty  wel¬ 
come,  both  on  account  of  the  apoftle's  great  worth,  and 
of  the  benevolence  we  brought  for  the  relief  of  their 

18  And 

T  E. 

or  pittas  (ifTSJieEvsi-a/fff*:)  S*  mentioned,  h 
ftemi  is  if  ch’rir  lugger  rime  by  £:a  from 
Fftlanalb  to  Cc/utm,  wMc  they  ib ft lw( 
os  mo  ft  of  l  torn  at  leaft*  having  finifhed  ihdr 
voyage,  (v«l  7.)  performed  that  part  of  rh«F 
journey,  as  they  ilteruraids  did  all  the  re- 
AtKiufer  of  it  to  'Jcrufikm  I»y  laod. 


poor* 

N  O 

*  Some  think  that  they  loaded  moles,  or 
other  carnage*,  with  their  baggage,  which 
probably  tonUlotH  the  money  they  were  to 
diftiibutc  among  the  poor  Cbriftkn*  at  Jfffl- 
fikm ;  and  others,  that  they  carried  (hem 
upHi  d-heir  own  lucks,  it  folOkn  do  their 
Injptacks  Btu  be  that  as  it  tbU  (jc* 
leg  ihe  fit  ft  ti;tie  that  tikbg  «p  thrit  cuirj;t  s 
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iB  And  rbeddj 
following,  Paul 
vent  in  with  u* 
onto  JimM  i  and 
all  the  cLkn  vert 
pi  dent* 


15  And  wfctn 
he  had  fainted 
them*  be  declared 
particularly  what 
thing*  Gvd  hod 
wrought  among 
the  Gentiles  by 
hi*  mini  Ary* 


te  And  when 
they  heard  if  they 
glorified  thcLord, 
andfaid  unto  him, 
Tbon  k eft*  bro¬ 
ther,  how  many 
thoufandsof  few* 
there  are  wnich 
believe;  and  they 
m  all  zealous  of 
the  law* 


*1  And  .!h*r 
we  informed  of 
thee,  that  thou 


18  And  as  James  was  the  only  apofUe  then  prefiding 
over  the  church  at  this  great  city,  Paul  went  the  very 
next  day  to  make  him  a  vifir,  taking  us,  his  aifociatcs, 
along  with  him,  to  be  witndies  of,  and  edified  by, 
what  might  pafs  between  them  :  And  all  the  elders  of 
the  church,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  xi.  30.)  having  re¬ 
ceived  notice  of  our  coming,  were  prefect  at  this  meet* 
ing. 

1 9  And  after  Pauly  in  his  ufual  manner,-  had  paid 
His  friendly  and  religious  refpe£b>  to  them,  he  went  over 
the  particulars,  one  by  one,  (*“$’ "  **«*»)  of  the  great 
and  glorious  things  which  God  Had  done  in  the  convtr- 
fion  of  the  Gentiles ,  and  in  the  fet dement  of  churches 
among  them  at  various  places,  through  Greece  and  the 
UJfer  djidy  by  means  of  his  mini  dry,  Gnce  he  was  lafl 
at  Jerujalem.  (See  the  note  on  chap.  xv.  3.). 

20  And  when  they  heard  the  furpriftng  and  delight¬ 
ful  account,  the  apofUe  James  hitnfelf,  as  well  as  the 
other  elders,  tnftead  of  envying  his  great  fuccefs,  a- 
feribed  all  glory  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  to  God  through 
him,  as  th*  author  of  it ;  owned  it  to  be  the  elFed  of 
his  vi&orious  and  fovereign  grace  ;  rejoiced  in  it,  and 
blefled  his  holy  name  for  it :  And  then,  that  this  apo- 
Itle  of  the  Gentiles  might  rejoice  and  glorify  God  with 
them)  and  mutual  affeuion  might  be  eftablifhed  between 
them,  they,  in  their  turn,  reported  what  a  remarkable 
progrefs  the  gofpel  had  made  from  final!  beginnings  a- 
mong  their  own  countrymen ;  and  thereupon  they  gave 
him  a  piece  of  advice,  faying,  By  what  you  yourfelf, 
dear  brother,  may  have  obfei  ved,  and  have  now  heard 
from  us,  you  cannot  but  be  very  fenfihle,  that  though 
the  bulk  of  our  nation  (lill  continue  obfUnately  in  un¬ 
belief,  yet  as  there  is  a,  remnant  0/  them  according  to 
the  eledio n  of  grotty  (Horn,  xu  5,  .7.)  fo  there  are  ma¬ 
ny  myriads,  (/"*“**)  or  tens  of  thoufands  of  /no;, 
that  have  embraced  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  receiving  him 
as  the  true  MMfiah,  and  depending  on  his  merit  and 
righteoufnefo  for  jollification  before  God:  And  yet  you 
mult  needs  know,  that,  through  early  prejudices,  they 
are  generally  exceeding  fond  of  the  law  of  MoftSy  as 
not  abfotutely  abrogated  ;  and  are  zealous  fticklcrs  for 
Jewi/b  converts  flill  continuing  to  obferve  its  rites  and 
ccremonire,  as  things  that  have  been  undoubtedly  of  di¬ 
vine  appointment  for  many  ages  ptift.  (See  the  note  on 
chap,  xv  i.  3.) 

at  Now  (*)  they  have  had  informations  agsinft  you 
from  your  inveterate  enemies,  (very  t;,  28.}  that, 
whereioever  you  go,  you  nc:  only  tree fc  the  Gentile 

converts 


neither  to  wilt 
after  the  cuftomi. 
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tociuit  ill  the  converts  from  all  compliance  with  the  law  of  Mofes  § 
amon  '^Gon^  but  ^at  you  likewife  teach  all  thofe  Jews  themfelves, 
ibriake  who  dwell  among  them,  to  throw  off  its  obfervanccs 
Mo&s ,  frying,  entirely  at  once,  and  fo  lead  them  into  an  otter  apof- 
nwVdreumrife  tacy  from  Li;  («w*'  ft/«nw«)  telling  them  that  they 
tid r  children  ,  ought  no  longer  to  circumcifc  their  children,  nor  to 
conform  themfelves,  in  their  lives  and  converfaiion,  to 
the  long  eftahliflied  and  uuiverfally  praQifed  ufages  of 
onr  forefathers,  or  to  the  ordinances  and  cuftoms  which 
are  preferred  in  that  divine  law, 

11  Whit  E*  it  21  What  therefore  is  to  he  done  in  this  cafe,  to  take 
therefore  the  0ff  yhcjr  prejudices,  and  conciliate  their  favour  to  you, 
needs  come  toge-  and  their  good  opinion  of  your  labours  and  fuccefs  a- 
ther :  for  they  motig  the  Gentiles,  as  alfo  to  difpofe  them  to  a  kind  ac- 
Tiii  heir  th*t  ceptance  of  the  liberality  of  the  churches,  which  you 
have  brought  for  the  relief  or  our  poor  r  f  he  whole 
company  of  them,  that  have  heard  this  charge  again  ft 
you,  unlefs  they  he  fomeway  pacified,  will  certainly  ga¬ 
ther  together,  tn  a  tumultuous  manner  ro  complain  of 
you,  and  quarrel  with  you  on  that  account :  For,  as 
ou  are  fo  noted  and  public  a  perfon,  it  Is  tmpnflible 
ut  that,  by  one  means  or  other,  they  will  hear  of  your 
being  come  hither. 

*3  Do  there-  23»  ?4  Permit  us  therefore  to  tell  you  what  method 
f«re this  that  we  we  think  may  be  belt  for  you  to  go  into,  to  quiet  their 
fry  to  tbee:  we  mjnjs  and  take  off  thofe  prejudices  that  would  hinder 
which  here  •  vow  their  attending  upon,  and  profiting  by  your  aunmry  ; 
et>  them:  there  are  four  converted  Jews  amongft  us,  that  have 

i^Thenttfce,  voluntarily  brought  themfelves  under  a  vow  of  Nazar i- 
»iihPUiem,  Taod  tifm  for  i  certain  time,  which  is  near  expiring.  Now 
be  at  charge*  our  advice  is,  that  you  would  take  to  you  thefe  men, 
they  wh?f*  caf?  is  Public.ly  known’.  fdkS°  though  the  re- 

thetr t  and  maining  utes  of  purtncation  with  them,  [jVumh.  vu  2, 
all  may  know  —8.)  *  and  then  be  at  joint  expcnce  with  them  in  pro* 
whe rttf t heywefc  yiding  facrifices,  that,  at  the  cod  of  the  days  of  their 
informed  con  -  reparation,  their  heads  may  be  fuaved,  and  the  offerings 
cerning  thee  arc  be  made  for  j ou  all,  v  required  on  fuch  occafions; 

nwhirg  buwto  {3,-20.)  and  fo*  by  this  manner  of  your 

proceeding*  all*  that  are  now  prejudifed  againfl  you* 
maybe  convinced  that  thofe  reports  are  not  true  fj  which 

have 

T  E  5. 

then  to  go  and  publicly  offer  the  required  Ch* 


1 


K  O 

*  It  fams  to  me  as  if  thefe  elders  knew  of 
Pduf*  having  taken  a  voluntary  vow  of  a  like 
natan:  upon  himfelf,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
he  had  illeared  his  head  in  CtKchrta\  (fee  the 
(wo  hft  notes  on  chap,  xviii.  18.}  and  there* 
fore  they  itdviTttl  him  to  join  in  company  with 
thde  four  perfons,  and  to  rTery  thing  die 
u  ith  them  rh^t  uas  rnjoinnl  itr  that  cafe  by 
the  law*,  till  their  heatii  ixeit  alfu  fhvrn  \  and 
Voi-s  ViU  f 


trmtri  together  whit  tiwm- 

f  Fhoii^h  the  apnfHc  Ptt:rl%  on  all  om- 
GflnV-  tralouffy  opposed  an  oblerriHmn  of  the 
Mi/afc  law,  as  n«xelbry  toT  or  haring  any 
concern  hi  the  jimt  hufiiiets  of  jultiji Cation  ; 
and  though,  as  far  as  the  y?vri  were  able  tit 
bear  It,  he  gr:  dirtily  Ibf-wcd  tb-il  !t  was  ful¬ 
filled  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  and  fo  was  no 
R  looo-r 
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lhc»u  thyfetfdfo 
walked  orderly, 
and  kcepeil  the 

W, 


if  As  too ct* 
irtsr  the  Gentile* 
which  belli  vc,  we 
have  written  and 
concluded,  that 
they  <th>erve  no 
inch  thing,  fstve 
only  that  they 
keep  ihcLT.f<Ivc* 
from  thiugs  of 
feral  tv  idol*, 
and  from  blood, 
and  from  Ihirg* 
led  and  from  fa;- 


%€  Then-  Paul 
took  the  men, 
and  the  next  day 
ptirifi  in^  himfrlf 
with  ihtM.nucr^ 
rd  into  the  lem- 
pjc,  to  liquify 
the  accOmplUh- 
ment  of  the  days 
of  purification  , 
tu  tij  tlut  an  of¬ 
fering;  flirooW  be 
offered,  for  every 
one  of  tlum. 


have  been  ma At  to  rhem  about  your  utterly  preaching 
down  the  law  of  Mofesf  as  though  the  Jevts  themftlvea 
mull,  on  no  account  whatfoever,  obferve  any  of  its  ri* 
tual  ordinances;  but  that  even  you  yourfelf,  being  ^ 
Jewy  walk  regularly  according  to  its  venerable  cultoms, 
and  ar e,  in  your  own  practice,,  on  proper  occafions,  an 
ohferver  of  its  rites*  and  therefore  cannot  be  fuppoftd 
abfolutely  to  forbid  other  Jews  doing  tbe  fame. 

25  13  m  (A)  as  tothofe  Gentiles  who  have  been  brought 

over  to  the  fairh  of  Chrilt,  you  very  well  know,  that* 
when  you  was  foimcrly  here*  we,  upon  mature  driiber* 
at  ion,  jn  a  full  aflembly  of  apoftles  and  elders,  with 
the  whole  church,  {chap,  xv,  22*}  unanimoully  agreed, 
end  feru  letters  by  you  and  Barnabas  to 

them,  in  which,  to  preferve  their  Chrifttan  liberty,  we 
declared  our  fcnrimetirs,  as  under  the  condu£t  of  the 
Holy  Gholl,  ami  we  are  fUIl  of  the  fame-mind,  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  obliged  to  any  fuch  thing  a$  a  fub* 
je£lion  to  Mcfaic  ordinances  ;  except  that  we  thought 
it  neerftary,  in  prefent  circum (lances,,  to  inGtl  on  their 
abftaining  from  meats  and  drinks  offered  to  idols,  and 
from  eating  of  blood,  and  tbe  flcfhof  animals  that  have 
bejn  fvfffocated  or  choked  to  death,  without  taking  a* 
way  their  blood,  as  well  as  on  their  keeping  at  the  pt- 
mod  diflance  from  the  moral  impurity  of  unlawful  era- 
braces.  (See  the  paraphrafe  and  notes  on  Chap.  xv*  20.) 

26  Then  Pavly  according  tot  heir  advice,  id  condc- 
Jcenfion  to  fuch  as  were  weak  in  the  faith,  that  he  might 
win  upon  them,  took  thefe  four  men  along  with  hinrrr 
and  the  next  day  beginning  to  obfcrve  the  rites  of  pu¬ 
rification  as  a  Nazaritet  he  went  in  company  with  them 
into  tbe  temple,  norm  a  tumultuous  way,  (chap.  xxiv. 
18-.)  but  very  peaceably  and  orderly,  to  give  notice  to 
thtprieft,  that  they  had  obliged  themfefvca  to  a  religious 
reparation  fbrfeven  days,  which  they  would  accomplish 
with  the  ufual  rites  and  ceremonies,  even  till  the  time 
that  the  facrifices  were  to  be  offered  for  himfelf,  and 
each  of  his  partners  in  that  fcivice,  according  to  the 
law,  (See  the  two  laft  notes  on  Chap,  xviii.  iS*} 


NOTE, 


*7  Bur 


longer  landing  in  point  of  confetti  yi  he 
never  afleried,  as  his  enemies  lilfdy  sUd^cd, 
tlut  it  was  iibjhlitUlj-unhw lul  for  a  fJrtu  to 
comply  wuh  its  ceremonial  rites,  trv  any 
calcs,  or  00  my  account  whatever  \  bxit  ra¬ 
ther  left  it  as  an  in  different  nimer,  or,  at 
lead,  o  wliat  the  vrifdum,  gaoduefs,  and 
con  defreu  lion  cf  God  to  them,  tolerated  for 
the  prifent,  and  as  what  they  might  liv fully 
ubfcrvcm  the  view  of  tuuoiul  civil  riicfjduring 


the  conrinaance  of  the  Jifimjfr  polity,  tilt  they, 
by  decrees,  Ibold  be  rha^ughly  brought  otf 
frpm  1  heir  con  factitious  temples,  and  con¬ 
firmed' prejudices,  and  rill,  ai'lciigth,  many 
of  (liofc  rrtrt  would  become  to}  practicable  by 
the  dcltnidion  of  the  temple,  and  of  ihciy 
political  Hate  V  Sec  the  note  op  chap.  *vL  j. 
and  Dr.  Inland's  &vm  tftftorify,  &c.  vo),  I. 
p.  404,-411. 
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*T  And,  wbca 

rhe  Jcvca  d*y* 
«n  slmoff  «d- 
ied,  the  Jews  which 
win  of  Alia » 
«in  they  Gw 
him  in  the  tem¬ 
ple,  Hind  tip  slJ 
the  people,  and 
bid  funds  pn 
km. 


is  OyioEoiit, 
Men  of  Uriels 
kip :  thh  it  the 
nun  that  iradhetb 
ail  men  eeefy 
wlsifrt  agiinfl  [he 
ptopit,  and  tho 
hw,  and  this 
plies:  sod,  far¬ 
ther  ,  brought 
Greek «  dfo  into 
the  c  err  pie,  and 
hath  poTlwed  this 

holy  *>l*¥e* 


lb  t^or  fl*7 
bad  fcen  before 
with  him  in  the 
city,  Trophimus 
m  Eplwfiui  , 
whom  they  fup* 
pofd  that  Paul 
had  brought  into 
the  temple*) 


|o  Aadall  tho 
city  was  moved, 
and  the  people 
tin  together  ;  aiid 
they  look  Fmb 
and  drew  him 
6n:  of  the  terb' 
pic. 


37  But  (<b)  when  the  feveii  days  defigned  for  their 
reparation,  were  about  to  be  fulfilled,  the  unbelieving 
Jews,  that  dwelt  in  the  leffer  Afia,  and  came  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  pafloyer  froth  that  country,  where  -Paul  had 
fpent  about  three  years  in  preaching,  and  had  met  with 
ereat  oppofitiort  from  them,  {chap.  xix.  9.  and  xx.  3 1.) 
tome  of  thefe  fpying  him  in  the  inner  court  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  which  nohe  but  1/raelites  were  fuffereH  to  eater, 
took  that  occafion  to  inccnfe  (he  people  ag.iinft  him; 
and,  railing  a  mob,  feized  him  with  fury  and  violence, 
to  the  manifeft  profanation  of  the  fan&uary,  and  of  the 
folemnities  of  worOiip,  for  the  honour  of  which  they 
pretended  to  hare  the  greateft  concern ; 

38  Making  at  the  fame  time  a  hideous  clamour,  and 

calling  out  to  the  multitude,  Ye  men  of  Ifrael ,  the  pe¬ 
culiar  people  of  God,  if  ye  have  any  fpirit  in  you,  any 
Zeal  for  your  religion  and  country,  or  any  veneration  for 
this  facred  place,  come  hirher;  aid  and  afltft  us  with  all 
your  might:  This  is  the  man,  whom  wc  have  told  you 
of,  ( wr .  21*)  that  makes  it  his  buftnefs,  wherever  he 
goes  among  the  nations,  to  preach  fuch  peftilential  doc¬ 
trine  to  all  he  can  meet  with,  as  is  directly  contrary  to 
the  rices  and  privileges  of  the  JrvUfb  church  and  ftate, 
to  the  aotient  and  divine  law  of  Mofei,  and  even  to  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  holy  temple  :  Yea,  further¬ 
more,  not  content  with  this,  he  has  been  fo 

audacious,  as  to  profane  this  houfe,  which  is  confecratcd 
to  our  Got),  honoured  with  the  ark  and  mercy-feat,  and 
other  fymbols  of  his  fpedai  prefence,  and  peculiarly  ap¬ 
propriated  to  our  religious  nfe,  by  bringing  uncircum- 
cifed  Gentiles  into  its  facred  inclofure,  as  though  it  were 
to  be  proflituted  to  the  vileft  of  finners* 

29  Their  pretence  for  charging  him  with  having  in¬ 
troduced  uncircumcifed  Gentiles  thither  was,  that  they 
had  before  fetn  hirii-tn  the  city,  in  company  with  7>o- 
phimvs  an  Ephejian  Gentile  convert,  and  one  of  the  mef- 
fengers  of  the  Afiatic  churches,  {chap.  xx.  4.)  and  fc, 
without  examining  any  further,  they  unjufily  and  mali- 
cioufly  aflerted,  as  taking  it  for  granted  without  any 
proof,  that  Paul  had  brought  him,  with  fome  others  of 
like  character,  into  the  temple  along  with  himfclf,  tho* 
in  fact,  it  was  no  fuch  thing. 

30  Hereupon  the  whole  city  was  in  211  uproar,  and 
the  people  ran  tumuttuoully  together  in  vaft  crowds,  to 
fee  and  hear  what  was  the  matter :  And  finding  that 
Paul  was  the  man  exclaimed  ageinit,  they  furioully  fvil 
upon  him,  with  an  intent  to  kill  him  ;  and,  that  the 
temple  might  not  fee  defiled  with  his  blood,  they  drag- 

Ks  ged 
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pie  :  and  fbrth- 
wfch  the  door* 
were  /but. 


31  And  as  ihay 
went  alwior  toVilt 
him,  tiding*  came 
unto  the  chief 
Captain  of  the 
band,  that  all  Je- 
ralV.lrrn  was  in  ao 
nprorc : 


31  Who  im- 
med  Lately  took 
fold  ten,  ind  «n* 
tnriont,  and  run 
down  untorhetn: 
andt  when  they 
fsw  the  chief 
captain  and  the 
fuJdiers,  they  left 
beating  of  PauL 


3  3  Then  the 
ctitef  captain  came 
enr,  and  took 
film,  md  coni' 
iu  anded  Km  to 
to  he'honnd  with 
two  chains;  and 
demanded  who  he 
wm»  and_wbtf  he 
i*4i!  'done. 


34  And  feme 
Cried  one  ihing, 
foTre  another,  4- 

mong  the  multi¬ 
tude  t  and  when 
he  am U  uotknow 
the  certainty^  for 
the  tumult,  he 
commanded  him 
to  be  carried  into 
the  «Aic, 


ped  him  out  of  it  by  main  force  ;  and  immediately  its 
doors  were  (hut,  to  prevent  any  further  con  full  on  or  dis¬ 
order  there  :  So  great  was  their  bigotry  for  ceremonial 
rites*  at  the  lame  time  that  they  made  no  fcruple  of 
murdering  one  of  the  belt  of  men,  without  any  juft  pro¬ 
vocation. 

3 1  And  while,  in  the  heat  of  their  rape,  they  were 
thirfting  after  his  blood,  and  endeavouring  in  a  riotous 
manner  to  difpateh  him,  as  a  rebel  againft  their  law, 
word  was  brought  to  Claudia*  {chap*  niii.  26*) 

the  Roman  officer  tx ")  who  had  a  thou  (and  Soldiers 

tinder  his  command,  and  kept  garrifon  in  the  tower  of 
jtntonia%  to  prevent  infurre£iions,  efpeciatly  at  the  pu¬ 
blic  frails,  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  iv.  1*)  he  was  told 
that  the  people  of  JcrvfaUm  were  ?11  up  in  arms,  and  in 
the  utmoft  confufion. 

3*  Upon  this,  to  keep  the  peace  of  the  City,  he  in* 
ftamly  took  along  with  him  a  detachment  of  foldiers, 
and  of  centurions*  or  commanders  of  hundreds,  that 
were  ol&ccrs  under  him,  and  marched  down  from  the 
cattle  to  the  mob  with  all  poffible  expedition ;  and  as 
foon  as  they  faw  the  head-officer,  and  the  fbldiers  at  his 
heels,  they  ceafedfrom  beating  Paul,  and  from  purfuing 
their  barbarous  deftgn  of  putting  him  to  death  by  dub 
law,  for  fear  of  the  terrible  confequcnces  to  themfelves. 
So  feafonably  did  the  providence  of  God  appear,  for  the 
prefer vation  of  his  faithful  fervant  at  the  molt  critical 
juncture. 

33  Then  the  chief  captain,  having  made  his  way  to 
Paul,  took  him  into  cuttody,  that  he  might  be  fereentd 
from  popular  fury,  and  be  examined,  and  proceeded  a* 
gaintt,  if  there  (hould  be  occalion,  according  to  law;  and 
concluding,  for  tbe  prefent,  that  the  man  againtt  whom 
the  people  were  fo  outrageous  mutt  needs  be  very  cri¬ 
minal,  lie,  according  to  Agabm’s  prophecy,  {ver.  n.) 
ordered  two  chains  to  be  clapt  upon  him,  for  the  greater 
fccurity  and  ignominy,  and  for  fatisfying  the  populace, 
that  he  had  not  taken  him  out  of  their  hands  with  a  de* 
lign  to  discharge  him ;  and  then  he  alked  them  who 
his  prifoner  was,  and  what  offence  he  had  been  guilty  of. 

34  But  (J*)  as  they  were  all  in  a  rage,  and  did  not 
know  one  another's  mind,  fome  of  this  vaft  body  of 
people  clamoured  againtt  him  for  one  crime,  and  others 
for  another  :  And  when  the  chief  captain  found  that  be 
could  get  nofatisfaflion,  about  thereat  caufe  of  their 
being  fo  bitterly  incenfcd  againtt  him,  through  the  con- 
fufion  they  were  in,  he  ordered  the  centurions  and  their 
bauds  to  conduct  him,  as  his  prifoner,  for  further  exa¬ 
mination 
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ruination  and  fecurity,  to  the  tower,  or  cattle  of  Antoniat 
which  was  under  his  own  jurifdi&ion. 

3i  And,  when  And  when  Paul  began  to  afcend  the  ftairs,  which 

ioined  w  a  P01**40  °f  l^e  temple*  and  led  up  from  thence 
thatbewu  bome  to  the  caftie  *,  the  foldiers  were  forced  to  carry  him  in 
th* .  5’Uief‘*  their  arms*  by  reafon  of  the  r  udenefs  and  outrage  of 
the  mob,  that  they,  who  were  ready  to  tear  him  to 
pieces*  might  not  abufe  him,  and  that*  being  of  low 
ftature,  he  might  not  be  fmothered  and  crufhed  to  death 
in  the  crowd* 

3«  For  the  mol-  36  For  a  raft  multitude  of  people  puihed  and  preflVd 

titmieofthepeo-  up  towards  him,  crying  out,  with  the  utmoft  imljgna- 
ur, erring, Away  tion  agajnft  him*  as  men  of  the  fame  wicked  fpiiir  did 
with  bin.’  again!!  our  blcffed  Lord,  (John  six,  1 5  )  Away  with  this 
fellow  out  of  our  fight  5  (“?<  w™)  hang  him  up }  we 
cannot  bear  to.  fee  him  live. 

J,»be  kdTnto  37  And  when  Paul  was  brought  toward  the  upper 
the  taftle  he  bid  P,rt  °f  *he  ftairs*  near  the  entrance  into  the  caflle,  he  ad- 
nmothechieftap-  dreffed  himfelf  in  a  rcfpeftful  manner  to  the  chief  cap¬ 
tain.  Majf  lfpot  tain,  faying,  in  Ae  Creek  language,  Sir,  will  you  pleafe 

bid,  Cinft  thou  t0  "I"cr  me  u)  Ju‘*  *“  ‘P6**  3  word  or  two,  to  let 
Ijx-iik  Greek?  you  know  who,  and  what  I  am*  which  you  could  get  no 
certain  account  of  from  the  people,  and  tn  pacify  them. 
The  chief  captain  anfwered  with  furprize,  'What  then  ! 
do  you  underfcmd  Greek  fo  well  as  to  he  able  to  talk  it? 

3®  Are  you  not  that  infamouB  Egypttanimpoiiw,  who, 
pretending  to  be  a  prophet,  came  hither  aUjut  two  or 
J-'yi  oui itQ  *n  three  years  ago,  and  made  an  infurre£Hon  among  the 
ddSTooiinw  *the  P^P^*  ,,,d  heading  four  thoufand  men,  3  pack  of  ruf- 
wilricraefs  foni  flans  and  cut-throats,  let  them  out  of  Jerufalem  into  the 
tenfold  men  wildernefs,  from  whence,  bis  army  having  increafed  to 
m111"  9  Preat  multitude  f,  he  returned  with  a  defign  of  fur- 
prifing  this  great  city;  but  was  defeated,  though  he 
himftlf  made  his  efcape  ?  The  violent  exclamations  of 
the  people  again  ft  you  make  me  fufpc£t  that  you  arc  the 
man,  and  that  they  have  dtfcovered  fome  fecrct  attempts 
to  aft  the  fame  rebellious  part  over  again. 

39  Bat  Pi  11I  39  Patti  replied,  with  great  meekoCfs  and  compofure 

Aid.  l *m a  mm  of  mind;  No,  Sir;  1  am  neither  an  Egyptian,  nor  a 
of1  Ta rilis  ring-leader  of  rebels  ;  but  am  by  nation  a  Jetut  and  a 

in  cilici*,  a* rid-  native  of  Tarfut,  the  chief  city  of  Cilicia  ;  a  freeman  of 
wa  that 

MOTES. 

*  Jsfcpbai  fays,  the  esftJe  of  Attaeia  was  diwfaivi.  Sec  Dr.  larintr*  account  of  It 
limited  on  a  ruck  fifty  mbits  high,  at  drat  from  Jifiphni,  with  various  methods  of  u. 
eniiter  of  the  outward  temple  where  the  kirtgcfichc  difficulty  that  miic*  from  the  dil- 
wedem  and  non  hern  porticoes  joined,  and  agreement  there  is  between  JiiepsnsjnA  nor 
,;,;t  there  were  flair,  rtcjccinling  from  it  to  fitted  bliWian  in  thrir  retpeftive  narrative* 
each  of  them.  Beit.  lib.  v.  cap.  j.  |  B.  of  this  fafU  Crediiii,  gifp-  h$.  voL.  IJ. 

f  This  army  afterwards  incieaicd  to  thirty  p.  trc. 
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icn  of  no  mean 
tify  :  and  1  be- 
i«t*h  tha,  fuller 
me  to  unto 

(lie  people. 


4c  And  wt>en 
he  had  <fivtu  him 
lice nee, Paul  ftwd 
on  the  itairt,  and 
kdfnrdwiihihc 
hjrwt  umo  the 
jjmplr.and^hcn 
there  was  made  a 
great  (ilenee,  hd 
A>*Le  un*o  them 
in  the  Hrhrew 
lunjue,  Ljiag, 


that  city,  which,  far  from  being  ignobly  {"V*)  is  of 
great  renown  for  learning,  riches,  and  loyalty:  And  the 
favour  I  would  humbly  beg  of  you  Is,  that,  though  1 
am  yonr  pritmer,  1  may  be  permitted  to  fpeal  a  few 
words  for  clearing  up  my  chara&er  to  the  people,  TO 
whom  I  have  been  M&Iy  and  maJicioufly  accufea. 

40  And  when  Lyfiai  had  granted  him  free  leave  tp 
foy  what  might  be  proper  in  his  own  defence,  Pautf 
(landing  upon  an  upper  part  of  the  flairs,  and  fo  in  a 
convenient  Gtuarion  to  be  heard,  made  Ggns  to  the  peo* 
pie  with  his  hand,  to  intimate  that  be  was  going  to 
fpeak,  and  defired  audience  :  And  when,  partly  from 
curiofity,  and  partly  out  pf  refpefl  to  the  chief  captain, 
an  univerfal  and  profound  lilence  was  procured,  he  lift* 
ed  up  hia  voice,  and  addreffing  them  in  that  dialeft  of 
the  Hebrew  language  which  was  molt  commonly  ufed 
and  undtrftood  at  JerufaJemy  made  a  noble  fpeech  in 
vindication  of  faiuifelf*  and  of  his  glorious  paufc,  to  the 
following  effe£f. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

I  Tow  pleafant  is  it  to  travd  up  aud  down  under  the  guidance  and  protection  of 
a  good  providence,  and  to  meet  with  Chriltian  friends  in  the  towns  and  cities 
where  we  come  !  And  how  concerned  fhould  perfons  of  this  character  be,  to 
fpend  their  time  together  in  religious  convcrfe  and  advice,  for  mutual  edification, 
abi>ut  the  grcrt  things  that  God  has  done  by  the  minjftntfon  of  his  fervants,  m 
one  phee  and  another,  for  the  converfion  of  finners,  and  the  eftablifttmcitt  ftfthe 
churchy  of  Chrift !  This  is  matter  of  joy  and  praife  f  and  all  upright  minifers  and 
people  wi[!  heartily  glorify  God  for  it  4  though  if  may  far  exceed  any  facoefi  that 
they  rh^mfelycs  have  l,ecn  honoured  with,  They  ought  to  receive  one  another 
gladly,  and  flwnld  meet  and  part  with  Chriftian,  as  well  as  civil  falutations,  and 
as  opportunities  ami  occaGons  offer,  with  foJemn  prayer*  But,  0  how  touch* 
ing  is  the  rhmight,  when,  though  the  fpipt  of  prophecy  is  ceafed,  which  wa® 
always  anlwered  in  events,  they  have  great  txafoa  to  fear,  that  they  (hall  never 
fee  one  another’s  facts  again  -  and  efpecially  that  thofe,  whom  they  dearly  love 
and  honour  for  their  eminent  ufrfulncft  to  the  church,  are  going  to  fuffer  bonds 
and  cruelties,  and  death  itfelf*  for  the  Lteof  thrift  !  And  with  what  tender* 
refs  arc  lug  femnta  afiedta),  almuft  to  the  breatfuff  of  their  heart®,  when  their 
frflmy^tfEnftians  weep  and  mourn,  and  would  diffuade  them  from  the  way  of 
duty,  to  avoid  the  futferings  that  God  calls  them  to  I  But  it  is  the  noWeft  forti¬ 
tude  and  Chriftian  hevoifm,  in  the  midft  of  fueh  melting  circumftancea  and  for* 
ntirfaUc  profprfto,  to  be  ready,  not  only  to  be  hound,  out  even  to  die  for  the 
nam  :  fi'  the  Lord  Jtfos;  and  in  fuch  cafe®,  it  becomes  the  lover*  of  Chrift  to  act 
quivfce,  and  fay.  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done-  But,  alas  1  how  many  arc  the 
ivcaknctR*  and  prejudices  of  thotiftnds  that  believe;  and  how  difficult  it  it  tq 
know  the  due  mraforcs  of  condefcenlion  to  them  on  one  band,  in  things  that,  aQ 
drcumilawces  confidered,  are  as  indifferent  zi  Mqfa  'tc  ceremonies  were  for  a 
time  to  the  Jews  or  of  zeatonfly  appearing  for  Qbrifttan  liberty  on  the  other ! 
And  how  uncertain  arc  the  eveuti  of  the  maft  caqtfous  Cud  prudent  conduit  in 
fuch  cafes  J  However,  this  we  may  be  fare  of,  that  there  is  up  end  of  complying 
with  ignorant,  determined,  and  ungodly  bigots,  who,  right  or  wrong,  will  be 
enraged  againft  the  true  minifters  of  jefus  Chnft*  aud  maiicionBy^  and  folfely  ac* 
cufe  (hem,  rather  than  not  ineenfe  people  againfl  them.  How  violent  and 
threatning  is  their  fury  ;  and  what  confufion  and  tnjuftiqc  is  there  in  popular  tu^ 
jmdu  !  but  in  the  mount  of  the  Lord  it  ihali  be  feen*  How  fcafoaaHy  doth  he 
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ippear  and  frife  op  mflnimentf  *  ran  from  aiming  tbefn  that  do  n<#  know  him* 
for  delivering  his-tervanta,  as  he  did  Patti*  by  means  of  the  chief  captain,  out  of 
the  band*  of  wicked  and  an reafo liable  men*  and  for  accoFnplHhuig  the  great  pur* 
pofoof  his  providence  in  ipreadm^  thegrrfpd,  and  firing  them  opportunities  and 
affiftaoces  to  vindicate  their  own  innocence,  and  plead  for  Chrift,  as  well  as  for 
themfdvea ! 


CHAP.  XX1L 

Paul,  in  making  bit  defence  at  Jcrufalem,  gives  an  account  tf  bis 
Jewifh  extraD,  education,  and  former  bigotry  1,-5.  Of  bis  mi¬ 
raculous  converjion,  6, — 1 1.  Of  bis  being  baptifed  and  further  in- 

JlruHed  by  Ananias.  12, — 16.  And  of  his  being  afterwards  called 
immediately  from  heaven  to  the  apofllefbip  among  the  ('entiles,  17, 
—31.  hereupon  the  Jewn  fy  into  a  violent  paj/ion  againfi  him,  22, 
43.  If  a  ij  refeued  a  fecond  time  out  of  their  hands  by  the  chief  cop- 
4autf  tind  ordered  to  be  bound  and  examined  by  fcmrgmg,  34,  35.' 
But  he,  claiming  the  privilege  of  a  Roman,  efcapcs  the  torture ,  and 
is  free  front  his  bonds,  and  brought  before  the  council,  2  6, — 30. 

t*«t.  Paraphrase. 

r“th1^*  ATENj  brethren,  and  lathers,  whatever  your  thoughts 
bear  ye  my  de-  he  of  me,  I  conGder  you  as  rational  creatures,  ca¬ 
tenet  vtht  J  pable  of  reflecting  00  what  1  ant  about  to  fay,  and  of 
now  unw  exercifing  humanity  toward  me  ;  I  likewjfe  regard. you 
*  with  the  affe£tion  of  a  brother,  as  we  all  are  of  tbe  fame 

JewiJb  nation,  hope  in  the  fame  promifes,  and  woiftiip 
the  fame  Cod ;  and  I  maintain  the  duty  and  reverence 
of  a  foil  toward  thofe  of  you  that  are  of  fupcrtor  .cha* 
ncter,  as  fathers  in  If  met,  who,  as  is  to  be  iuppoftd,- 
have  a  paternal  afftflion  for  dependents  from  among 
yourfelves;  I  bcfeech  you  therefore  to  attend,  .with  di¬ 
ligence,  impartiality,  and  candor,  in  the  apology,  {* 

)  f  would  now  offer  to  every  one  of  you  ior  my- 
felf,  and  the  do&rine  1  preach  and  pra&ile. 
a  (And,  when  4  And  when  they  heard  that  he  addreffed  and  cal* 
they  hold  tb*t  led  out  to  them,  in  the  Hebrew  dble£t,  which 

fcv  fpafcc  in  the  familiarly  underftood,  and  was  indeed  their  own 
them,  they  kept  mother  tongue,  and  by  his  fpenkrag  in  which  they  per- 
tht  more  ffcncc :  ceired  that  he  was  not  an  Helkntfl ,  but  a  Hebrew  Jew, 
andheCudi,)  they  were  the  rather  (ilenr,  that  they  might  lillen  to 
him:  And  having  thus  engaged  their  attention,  he 
proceeded  in  the  following  manner  : 

3  I  am  verily  3  I  am  not  only  a  man,  who,  as  fuch,  ought  to  hayp 
a  mao  *bieh  am  the  liberty  of  judging  for  myfelf,  and  to  be  treated  with 
Tirfol  J°ri/yln  and  compaflion  ;  but,  as  is  well  known,  I  am 

Cilicia*,  \«  really  one  of  your  own  nation,  a  true-born  Jew ;  the 
bwti«lit  place  of  my  nativity  was  Tarfus ,  the  metropolis  of  Ci¬ 
licia,  but !  was  bred  and  educated  in  this  very  city,  the 

chief 
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brought  up  in  chief  feat  of  JtxotJh  learning  and  religion*  under  the 
fr«  of  G^mahcl'  tuition  of"  the  celebrated  Gamaliel)  (chap,  v.  34.)  that 
and  taught  ir-  eminent  Pharifce,  and  profound  do£lor  of  the  law  *,  at 
«*-w  to  the  whofe  feet  I  fat,  as  one  of  his  difciples,  to  receive  his 
the  t'iw  of  thrVa-  jnfau&ions  with  a  bumble  and  teachable  difpofitian  of 
then,  and  was  mind  ;  and  by  him  was  1  led  into  the  moll  critical  and 

toward 


triad,  as  ye  all  are 
tbic  day. 


I  And  t  per* 
feruled  this  way 
Unto  the  death, 
binding  and  tic- 
livcifug  into  pri’ 
foiis  Wth  men 
•nd  women* 


accurate  (x«r3cxifi3»s^  principles  and  in  flit  ut  ions  of  the 
divine  law9  which  was  given  to*  and  observed  by,  our 
antient  fathers  ;  yea,  being  myfelf  3  Pharifee,  {chap, 
xxvi*  j.)  I  learnt,  and  thoroughly  underftood  and  cm* 
braced,  the  traditions  of  the  elders,  that  hive  been 
handed  down  from  age  to  age,  {Gal,  L  14,}  and  was 
exceeding  zealous  for  all  tbofe  things,  with  a  confidence 
toward  God,  as  yc  now  generally  are,  and  to  as  great 
a  degree  as  any  of  you  can  pretend  to  be  at  this  very  day* 

4  And  fo  flagrant  was  my  zeal,  that,  as  to  the  Chri- 
ftian  religion,  which  X  now,  through  divine  grace,  have 
received,  and  am  authorized  to  preach,  I  refolded,  if 
poflible,  to  root  ir  out  of  the  church  and  the  world,  and 
rather  to  die  myfelf,  than  to  ftiffcr  it  to  live  *  and,  in 
the  madnefc  of  my  zeal,  I  breathed  out  threatnings  and 
11  a  ugh  ter  againft  the  difciples  of  the  Lord  Jefus*  when¬ 
ever  I  went,  {chap,  ix.  i*)  infomuch  that  I  perfecutcd 
them  unto  death,  feizing  and  binding  them,  like  cri¬ 
minals,  and  haling  them  to  jails,  that  they  might  either 
recant,  or  die  for  their  principles  and  profeffion*  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  men  or  women,  without  Jhewing  the 
lead  compaflion  even  to  the  tender  fcx. 

5  This  is  an  undeniable  fi£k,  iSTven  the  high-prieft 
himfclf,  and  the  whole  body  of  that  venerable  aflembly, 
the  great  fan hed rim,  can  teftify  concerning  me,  if  they 
pteafe;  to  whom  I  was  well  known  as  an  a  dive  famous 
zealot,  the  fitted  that  could  be  met  with  to  ferve  fuch  a 
turn; -and  from  whom,  upon  my  applying  to  them,  I 
received  warrants,  ( chap.  ix.  x.)  which  they  wrote,  and 
directed  to  their  brethren,  the  JfwiJb  rulers  of  the  fy- 
nagogues  at  Dama/cus,  to  be  aiding  and  af&fting  to  me 
in  the  unmerciful  work  for  which  I  wasfent:  And 
with  thefe  fevere  credentials,  I  fet  out  for  that  city  to 
apprehend  all  the  Chriftiaxis  I  could  light  on  there,  and 
bring  them  bound  along  with  me  back  to  Jerufaltm^vx 
order  to  their  being  proceeded  againft  to  the  utmoft  ex¬ 
tremity,  as  apoftates  and  Mafphemera  of  the  law  of  Mq* 
fes.  And,  bad  I  been  left  to  myfelf,  I  fhould  certainly 
have  made  them  feel  the  weight  of  my  fury,  and  (till 

hive 

NOTE. 

*  The  here  refer*  r©  the  J eimO  on  tfwHoor*  at  (he  fm  of  thdr 

cufto:n  in  their  fchools t  where  ihe  turner*  whoJcftai*  vert  elevated  above  theta* 
ikd  to  Gt  cither  upoG  benches,  or  npaa  nuts 


j  As  nlfr  the 
pridt  doth 
bear  me  witnefi^ 
end  all  fhc  ettate 
of  Ihe  elder*  i 
from  whom  alfo 
1  received  letters 
unto  the  htethren* 
md  went  id  Da* 
jDafeutritt  Tiring 
them  which  were 
there  hotiod  unto 
Jenafafcm  ,  for 
to  be  puiiiihcd- 


Ch.  xxib  - 


f  And  it  came 
to  pafs,  Hilt,  as  I 
made  my  journey, 
and  vai  come 
nighutrio  Daowf- 
oit  abaat  noon, 
ftuMcaly  there 
itane  from  hea¬ 
ven  a  great  ligtvc 
round  about  me. 


y  And  T  fell 
onto  the  ground, 
and  heard  i  vcike 
hying  unto  me, 
Saul,  Smii,  why 
ptrfccuceft  thou 
me  ? 


S  And  I  an- 
furcral.  Who  ait 
thou.Loril?  And 
be  faid  unto  me, 
Jam  Jefusof  Na¬ 
zareth  whom  thou 
ptrfccutcft* 


p  And  tbey 
thitwmvkb  me 
&v  indeed  the 
iijjht. 
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have  continued  as  inveterate  an  enemy  to  the  gofpd, 
and  the  profeflors  of  it,  as  ever  \  all  my  notions,  tem¬ 
per,  and  prejudices,  fecolar  ioterefts  and  honour,  then 
lying  dtreftly  again  ft  it. 

6  But  (**)  the  Lord  Jefue  himfelf  imerpofed,  in  a 
moll  immediate  and  extraordinary  manner,  to  prevent 
me  with  his  mercy,  and  to  make  a  happy  change  upon 
my  heart  and  views ;  for  while  I  was  travelling  on  the 
road,  with  a  full  resolution  to  execute  my  commiifion 
with  the  utmoll  rigour,  and  drew  near  to  Damafcuit  a- 
bout  the  middle  of  a  mod  memorable  day,  all  on  a  (rid¬ 
den  an  exceeding  great,  fupernatural,  and  divine  light 
darted  down  from  heaven,  and  (hone  with  furpriziog 
brightnefs  upon,  and  all  around  me,  far  furpafiing  that 
of  the  fun,  in  its  unclouded  luftre,  at  high  noon*  {Chap*. 
xxvi.  13*) 

7  And  I  thereupon,  through  terror  and  amazement, 
immediately  fell  down  to  the  earth,  as  unable  to  bear 
the  heavenly  and  awful  fplendor ;  and  at  the  lame  time 
1  heard  a  voice  diftm&ly  pronouncing  my  name,  and 
faying  to  me,  with  great  earneftnefc,  in  tbe  Hebrew 
tongue,™  (chap,  xxvi.  14.)  $auiy  Saul%  why  perfecutcft 
thou  mer  Meaning,  as  ^afterwards  underflow!  it.  Why 
are  yon  fuch  a  defperate  enemy  to  me,  and  fo  violently 
enraged  againft  my  members,,  as  to  be  fet  upon  cruelly 
pcrfccuting  them  whom  I  efteem  as  parts  of  myfelf, 
whofe  caufe  and  mine  is  one  and  tbe  fame,"  and  whofe 
afRi£tions  for  my  fake  I  refent,  as  if  they  were  laid  up* 
pon  myfelf  perfonally?  What  good  reafon  can  you  have 
for  this  ?  Or  wbat  but  ruin  to  your  own  foul  can  you  get 
by  it  ? 

8  Then,  as  toon  as  I  could  recover  myfelf,  I  replied, 
under  full  conviction  of  its  being  a  divine  voice  parti¬ 
cularly  direfted  to  myfelf.  Lord,  who  art  thou,  that 
fpeateft  in  this  folcmn  and  moving  language  to  m cl 
Lei  me,  I  befeech  thee,  know  thy  name,  and  wherein 
I  persecute  thee*  In  anfwer  hereunto  he  bid  to  me,  I 
am  the  true  Mefliah,  the  only  Saviour,  who,  in  the 
days  of  my  deft,  was  called,  by  way  of  derifion  and 
contempt,  Jefus  of  Nazareth;  and,  as  if  it  were  not 
enough  that  1  was  abufed  in  perfon,  and  crucified  by 
men  of  your  malignant  fpirit,  you  are  now  perfecuting 
me  in  my  difciples,  and  in  my  religion,  name,  and 
character,  while  I  myfelf  am  got  beyond  your  reach* 

9  And  as  it  ifi  impoflible  that  I  fhould  be  miftaken  io 
what  1  thus  plainly  faw  and  heard  \  fo  my  fellow-tra¬ 
vellers,  who  were  to  aflifl  me  in  my  perfecting  defig n, 
can  bear  me  witoefs,  that  this  was  no  fancy  or  delu- 

fioa  : 
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light,  a  Ad 
aEfflidf  but  ib 07 
heard  net  the 
voartof  him  that 
{pake  to  we. 


to  And  I  AM, 


of  all  things 
vhtrh  are  ap¬ 
pointed  firf  thee 
lo  do. 


Sort :  Fur  they  themfelves  really  faw  the  illuftrious  light, 
and  were  fo  exceedingly  terrified  at  it,  that  they  fell 
down  to  the  ground  as  well  as  I,  {chap.  xxvi.  14.) 
and  they  heard  the  found  of  a  voice,  but  did  not  hear 
the  articulate  words  of  him  that  fpoke,  fo  as  to  under* 
ftand  their  meaning,  which  were  directed  and  convey* 
ed  in  theirdiftinft  pronunciation,  not  to  them,  hut  me. 
(See  the  note  on  chap.  ix,  7.) 

10  Then,  being  thoroughly  latisfied  of  the  reality 
LonlV  A iid  tK*  an<*  importance  of  what  the  dear  and  glorious  Saviour 
Lord  Aid  onto  ford  to  me,  and  being  deeply  bumbled  under  a  fenfe  of 
me,  Arife,  ud  my  own  guilt  and  vilenefs,  and  afraid  of  the  terrible 
foti'wi  «h*re*St  confluence,  I  replied  in  the  anguifh  of  my  foul,  Lord, 
flvj'i  be  ioH  i See  I  am  quite  confonnded  at  the  thought  of  what  1  have 

been  doing  againft  thee  }  but  am  now  ready  to  hear  ami 
obey  whatsoever  thou  (halt  command  ttiej  1  humbly 
jntreat  thee  to  tell  me  what  courfe  thou  wouldii  have 
me  take  to  undo,  as  much  as  pofiible,  what  I  have 
done,  and  to  efcape  thy  wrath,-  and  find  favour  with 
thee.  In  anfwer  to  which,  the  Lord  Jefus  fpoke  di- 
ftirtdly  to  me  again,  faying,  Get  up  from  ycur  proltra* 
tion  on  the  ground,  and  purfue  your  journey  to  Damstf- 
cust  whither  yojH-  was  going  with  the  worft  of  errands  ; 
and  there  you  fhall  have  an  account  from  a  certain  man, 
under  my  (pedal  direftion,  of  every  thing  that,  for  the 
prefect,  I  have  appointed  you  to  be  acquainted  with, 
and  to  pnt  in  pradiice,  for  my  honour,  and  the  good  of 
your  own  and  others  fouls. 

1 1  And  as  1  was  (truck  blind  by  the  dazzling  luftre 

tor  the  do  of  Varied  direftly  upon  mine  eyes,  and  was  too 

Z;  ”,  ftrong  for  them  to  be  it,  fome  of  the  company,  whofc 
M  by  the  fund  fight  was  not  affefted  like  mine,  taking  compaffion  up* 
on  n)e*  a^ctl  the  part  of  kind  guides ;  and  under  their 
"  eondndV,  who  led  me  by  the  hand,  1  arrived  fafely  at 
Damafcttiy  for  much  better  purpofes  than  thofc  with 
which  I  let  out  for  that  city. 

12  Accordingly,  in  the  event,  three  days  after  I 
came  thither,  {chap.  ix.  p.)  a  certain  man,  Ananias  by 
name,  who  was  a  truly  religious  perfon"*,  and  a  devout 

hiving  i  good  re*  obferver  of  the  law  of  Mofesy  and  yet  a  faithful  belie* 

Jew  whkhdwdt  Vcr  t*,e  ^or<*  Je^DS  Cbrift,  and  who'  was  a  man  of 
Confiderahle  note,  and  of  an  unblcmifhed  character,  a- 
mong  all  the  Jems  that  refided  in  tbofe  pans. 

13  This 


it  And  «bcn 
I  ioUld  m  Tee 


Into  Dunafcug* 


ft  And  one 
Ananias,  ft  de¬ 
vout  rtan  tceord* 
injf  to  ihc  ItuTp 


there, 


N  O 

*  A  devoxt  wa  atcordirj  U  fie  ^  («*nf 
k«la  Tii  va^os)  fecnf  to  be  the  de- 
feription  of  f  prcftljte  tif  Tightttofotfs ;  And 
ytt  u  Ananias  afterwards  i  i  4.  c*IU 

M  J«  fo oth*ry  and  the  God  of  lfrad%  the 
frffd  iff  &r  fathers,  l  raditr  Iudinc  to  chink 


T  E. 

that  be  W2A  a  coirverted  Jerotl  bat  lure  form¬ 
ed  the  ptnphnJt  in  fuen  a  mvincr,  «  may 
be  applied  Co  a  periba  of  ekher  of  thefe  cha¬ 
racters  without  datcrtbiniitg  one  or  the 
other. 


Cb.  xiii,  Jli  Acts  ef  tht  AfosTLES  pataphrafei.  36^ 

t)  &m*on»  This  excellent  to  Hi)  beidg  directed  by  aft  extra* 
md  UdtmoM  binary  from  heaven,  in  which  the  Lord  Jcfui 
Ibotbcr  s*ol,  re!  told  him  the  circa  mlhmcee  of  my  cafe,  {chap.  ix.  1  ey¬ 
ed*  thy  (Uhi.  (6.)  caifie  to  me,  and  (landing  before  me,  and  laying 
UuJrSoked  nn  hi*  hands  opdn  rnc,  [chap.  ix.  17.)  aciofted  me  after 
nyoii  him.  the  following  manner,  My  dear  brother  Saul,  though 
job  have  hitherto  been  a  terror  to  our  churches,  i  now 
love  and  receive  you  as  one  whom  I  know  Chrift  has 
received  into  bis  family ;  and  1  rejoice  to  tell  you,  that 
our  great  Lord  has  fciit  me  with  a  commiflion  to  reftor* 
your  fight,  which  you  loll  by  the  fplendor  of  his  glory, 
that  overpowered  it  in  your  way  to  this  place  ;  accord, 
ingly,  in  his  name,  and  by  his  authority,  I  now  fay 
unto  you,  Lift  up  your  eyes,  receive  your 

fight  again,  and  look  at  me:  And  at  that  very  inftanr, 
through  the  power  of  Chrill  which  accompanied  hit 
words,  I  looked  up;  and  fonoething,  like  filh-fcales, 
falling  from  mine  eyes,  [chap.  ix.  18.)  I  beheld  him  as 
plainly  as  ever  I  could  have  done  before, 
tt  And  he  AM,  (4  Thftn  he  delivered  his  meflage,  with  which  ha 
Shnshiih  cho-  ^3®  charged  for  my  further  inftruflion,  faying  to  this 
f«>  i  hoc.ihjt  riwu  effect.  The  only  living  and  true  God,  who  made  his  cove* 
ftoiiUtt  kww  0ant  with,  and  was  adored  by,  our  venerable  anceftors, 

J!tt  Graham,  Ifeae ,  and  Jacob,  and  by  all  our  godly  pre* 

piDuldefl  hear  the  deeeflbre,  has,  in  his  eternal  counfels,  gracioufly  chofeii 
rwcc.  of  *“*  you  for  himfelf,  that  you  migbr  be  brought  to  the  fa- 
ving  knowledge  of  hia  mind  and  will,  in  and  through 
his  Son  }  and  that,  in  due  time,  you  might  have  a  mi* 
raculous  fight  of  the  perfott  of  that  Jefus  who  met 
and  fpoke  to  you  on  the  road,  and  is,  by  way  of  emi¬ 
nence  in  himfelf,  and  in  his  performances,  the  juft  or 
righteous  One,  how  much  foever  yoo,  add  others  of  his 
enemies,  have  reviled  and  treated  him  as  au  importer  j 
and  that  you  might  again  hear  his  voice,  and  receive  a 
further  commiflion,  and  more  abundant  revelations  from 
his  own  mouth.  [Gal.  i,  1 2.) 

it  For  tfipa  jg  For  I  am  commanded  to  tell  you,  that  you  (hall 
mftoMOiUmta  have  this,  as  well  as  all  other,  peculiar  qualifications  of 
of  what  thou  had  sn  apoftle,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  ix.  iy.)  in  order  to 
fren  uJItprd.  y01^r  publicly  Certifying  unto  all  nations,  and  all  ranks 
of  people  among  them,  (chap.  ix.  15.)  both  what  you 
have  already  been,  and  hereafter  (hall  be  an  eye  and 
ear-witnefs  of. 

%t  Ami  now  16  And  now,  Why  Ihould  you.  any  longer  defer  de- 
whyurrieflthoo?  vorjng  yourfelf  to  him  and  his  fervice,  according  to  bis 
tilid) ud wsfh *.  infUtution?  Up,  and  he  doing;  fet  forward  for  yout 
'  way  important  work  ;  and,  in  order  hereunto,  vifibly  own 
and  honour  him,  by  being  baptized  in  hie  name,  in  obe* 

dicnce 
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wiy thy fiaj, call-  diencc  to  his  authority*  and  in  teftimony  of  your  faith 
ttiri"*”8  *n  hint,  and  of  your  being  clean  fed  from  the  guilt  and 
defilement  of  your  fins*  by  pardoning  and  fenctifying 
grace and  Jet  your  religious  and  fiducial  addreffes  be 
made  to  him*  as  the  only  Saviour,  chat  all  the  core* 
nant-bleffings  may  be  conferred  on  you,  and  all  the  du¬ 
ties  performed  by  you*  which  are  fignified  by  Chrifiian 
bapttfm. 

ftyADdltcamc  >7  Now*  (*)  according  to  the  forementioned  pre- 
t©P»fc,  that, when  di^ion  of  Ananias,  (wr.'  14*  1 5.)  it  was  gracioufly 
to™rTftl*infU«£  otdered  feveral  years  afterwards*  (fee  the  note  on  chap, 
wn while t prayed  ix.  17.)  that  when  I  returned  to  Jerufaism,  even  while 
in  the  temple,  i  j  was  on*.  day  pouring  out  my  heart  before  the  Lord 
wu  a  muc;  ^  f0iemn  prayer  in  the  temple*  (which  (hews  my  ve¬ 
neration  for  that  holy  place)  I  then  fell  into  a  divine 
edlacr,  my  eyes  being  open  and  awake*  to  behold  the 
reprefentations  that  in  a  fupernatural  way  were  made 
to  me. 

..  **.And  t8  And  I  therein  evidently  few  tbe  perfon  of  the 

■m?  iSSIc  h*Sb|  L°rd  Jefus  himfelf,  and  plainly  heard  him  faying  to  me 
•nd  get  the£  in  words  of  the  following  purport*  Go  forthwith  oat  of 
qiucMywutof  je-  the  temple  *  and*  inftead  of  (laying  to  preach  the  got 
will  mrt  frec*e  pel  at  J^rufalem,  be  as  expeditious  as  you  can*  in  de- 
tbyceftimonjeoo-  parting  from  it  to  carry  on  your  work  elfewherc ;  For 
cemiug  me.  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  are  fo  perverfe  and  prej udifed 
agamd  me*  that  they  will  not  amend  to*  and  believe 
tbe  dodrine  of  ialvation*  which  I  have  made  known  to 
you*  and  which  chiefly  confide  in  the  teftimony  that 
you,  as  an  apoftle*  are  to  bear  to  my  name,  as  the  an* 
cified,  rifen,  and  exalted  Saviour. 

I  orf  oT*  k&ii’  ^ben  L  furprifed  at  this  declaration,  and  loth  to 

ibn  nmpnfonaT  entertain  any  hard  thoughts  of  my  dear  countrymen*  and 
and  beat  in  every  ‘kindred  after  the  flefh,  whofe  falvation  1  paffionately 
th»*bfueTrfh«  long  for,  {Rom.  ix.  i, — 3.)  humbly  pleaded  in  their  fa¬ 
il^'"  00  vour*  faying*  Lord*  I  had  great  hopes  of  being  very 

ufeful  to  this  people,  and  of  their  regarding  thy  graci¬ 
ous  meflage,  as  delivered  by  me*  rather  than  by  others 
of  thine  apoftles :  For  it  is  univerfally  known  among 
them*  that  I  formerly  was  fuch  a  blind*  higntted**and 
bitter  enemy  to  thee,  and  to  thy  inured,  caufe*  and 
people,  as  to  be  uncommonly  vigorous  and  a&ive  in 
(catching  out  tbe  believers  on  thy  name*  and  dragging 
them  to  prifons ;  and  in  bringing  them  to  be  infamoufly 
treated*  and  fcourged  in  every  fynagogue*  wherever  I 
•  came  and  found  any  of  them, 

thcblmd  o*thy  10  Particularly  when  thy  fenrant  Stephen,  that 
martyr  Stephen  eminent  difciple  and  evangelifi*  who  was  the  fir  ft  manyr 
***  for  thee*  was  (toned  to  death*  it  is  notorious*  efpeciaHy 

hue 
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vtt  ifacd,  1  ilTo 
to  (boding  by* 
aqd  confeHing 
Wttto  hit .  deilh, 
and  kept  the  ni- 
o»oHoftfcuQMlat 
flew  Hun. 


it  And  he  bid 
quo  me.  Depart  i 
for  1  *tU  bM 
thee  far  Ho *et on¬ 
to  the  Ocsiiki* 


%%  And  they 
pve  him  au<ii- 
tnce  unto  this 
%rocd ,  and  tbe* 
lift  np  their  voi¬ 
ces,  and  (Mt  A* 
tfiy,  with  Jbcb  a 
fellow  from  the 
earth  :  for  it  is 
not  fit  chic  he 
Jbould  live. 


here  at  Jerufalem ,  that  I  was  prrient  as  one  of  the  rttoft 
zealous  to  vote  againft  him,  and  to  concur  in  bringing 
him  to  bis  tragical  end  ;  and  that)  to  {hew  how  migh¬ 
tily  I  was  pleafed  with  it,  1  took  care  of  tbe  garments 
of  thofe  who  ftript  them  (elves  for  the  murderous  exe¬ 
cution.  This  people  therefore  have  the  greateft  reafon 
to  believe,  that  it  is  merely  from  a  fapcmatuial  change* 
which  thy  alt-conquering  grace  ha#  made  upon  my 
heart,  that  1  now  believe  in  thee,  and  preach  tbe  faith, 
which,  as  they  all  know,  I  once  deftroyed  and  Co 
they  will  probahly  be  tbe  better  difpofed  to  hear  me. 

at  And  yet,  after  all  that  J  could  fay  in  good  will  to 
my  brethren  the  Jews,  he,  who  knows  the  bearrs  of 
all  men,  and  them  that  are  his,  and  has  a  right  to  fend 
his  gofpel,  and  make  it  dfrflual  wherever  he  pleaf«, 
law  that  they  would  rather  count  me  an  a  port  .He,  and 
be  tbe  more  irritated  againft  me,  for  efponGng  his 
caufe,  than  be  induced  to  regard  my  tefhmony ;  and 
therefore  be  ftill  infilled,  that  I  ftiould  quit  Jerufalem 
without  any  further  difputing,  or  delay  :  For,  faid  be, 
1  will  fend  you  from  hence  into  far  diftant  countries,  to 
turn  the  idolatrous  Gentiles ;  from  darinefs  to  lights 
and f/om  the  power  of  Satan  to  God*  ( Chap,  xxvi.  1 8.) 

22  Ihe  Jews  heard  all  this  difconrfe  with  tolerable 
patience,  till  the  ttpoftle  came  to  mention  his  being  fent 
to  tbe  Gentiles  ;  but  then  they  were  fo  terribly  exafpe- 
rated,  that,  to  drown  bis  voice,  and  exprefs  their  indig¬ 
nation  and  fcorn  at  the  thought  of  fach  favours  being 
Qiewa  to  mere  heathens,  whom  they  had  in  the  utmoflt 
abhorrence  and  contempt,  they  cried  out  in  a  tumultu¬ 
ous  manner,  with  abundance  of  noife  and  fury.  Away 
with  this  wortblefs,  peftilent  fellow,  who  talks  of  pre¬ 
ferring  {delators  to  us,  the  only  people  of  God :  "W  e 
cannot  hear  to  look  at  him  j  let  him  be  hanged  up  and 
cut  off  from  the  earth :  For  it  is  by  no  means  reafon- 
able,  fit,  or  fafe,  that  fuch  a  wretch  fhould  live  any 


And  is  they 
tried  out*  a JK* 
tnft  ofT  ibeir 
clodict,andthrn* 
dikfl  uh0  th*  *kt 


longer. 

23  And  while  they  thus  outrageonfly  clamoured  a* 
gainft  him,  and  fome  of  them,  in  token  of  their  ut* 
moft  detellatioo,  flripf  off  their  garments,  in  order  to 
their  iloning  him  to  death,  as  an  apoftate  and  blafphe- 
mer  ;  and  others  threw  dull  about  in  the  uir,  as  if  they 
would  fmother  and  bury  him  alive  ;  and  all  of  them 


44  The  rfiicf 
opula  com- 
nuaded 


were  fo  mad  againft  him,  that  they  knew  not  bow  to 
contain  themfclves,  and  nothing  lefs  was  to  be  expect¬ 
ed,  than  that  they  would  immediately  murder  him. 

24  the  Roman  officer,  partly  from  a  principle 

of  honour,  partly  from  fear  of  ill  confequeucce  to  him- 

fclf. 


mandaf  Kim  to 
be  brought  into 
the  cattle,  and 
bade  that  he 
(bon Id  be  exami¬ 
ned  by  fcourginn 
that  he  might 
know  wherefore 
they  cried  fo  a- 
yiuft  him. 
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felf,  in  cafe  he  fliould  fuffer  Paul  to  be  maflacred  in  his 
prefence,  and  partly  from  apprehenfions  that  be  might 
poffibly  hare  been  guilty  of  fame  notorious  crime,  and 
apparently  under  the  influence  of  the  over  ruling  provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  who  takes  care  of  his  fervants  hi  times 
of  the  greateft  danger,  ordered  his  foldiers  to  refeue  him 
out  of  their  hands,  and  coodud  him  forwards  into  the 
tower  of  Antonia  ;  and  then  iiiftead  of  calling  his  ad* 
verfaries  to  a  fevere  account,  as  they  deferred,  for  their 
tumultuous,  unlawful,  and  fhameful  treatment  of  his 
prlfoner,  he  unjufUy  ordered  him  to  he  ftricUy  exami¬ 
ned  under  the  lalh,  to  make  him  accufe  himfelJF,  and  to 
extort  a  confeffion  from  his  own  mouth,  of  what  incen- 
Gng  mifdemeanors  were  chargeable  upon  him,  that  by 
this  cruel  means  he  might  be  falisfied  about  the  realbn 
of  the  violent  rage  of  the  Jewsy  in  which  they  with  fo 
much  indignation  cried  out,  Shame  upon  him,  kill  him 
out  of  the  way, 

2j  But  while  the  foldiers  were  ftretching  out  his  arms, 
and  fattening  him  with  leathern  ftraps  to  the  whipping 
poft,  aurtrrttf  wjfj  in  order  to  his  being 

fcoarged  with  rods  *,  the  apottle  turning  to  the  centu* 
rlon,  who  flood  by  to  fee  hisfuperior  officers  commands 
executed,  faid  to  hi  in,  with  a  calm  difpadlonatc  tem¬ 
per,  and  not  merely  for  bis  own  fake,  who  was  ready 
not  to  be  bound  mfyy  but  oI/q  to  die  at  Jerufalem,  for  the 
name  cf  the  Lord  JcJujt  {chap*  xxit  13.)  but  chiefly  for 
the  caufe  of  righteoufnefs  and  civil  liberty,  which  he  on 
all  occafions  meuuoufly  aOerted^c^.  xvi.  37.  and 
xxv*  10, 1 1*)  Have  you  any  legal  authority  to  put  a  Ro¬ 
wan  citizen  to  the  torture,  in  this  ignominious  manner, 
to  force  a  ceofefljon  from  him,  and  that  before  he  has 
been  tried,  convidted,  and  condemned  for  any  fault  £ 

26  The  centurion,  hearing  him  fpeak  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  was  ttanled  at  it  *  and,  going  immediately  to  his 
captain,  faid.  It  will  be  nccettary,  Sir,  to  proceed  with 
prudence,  lenity,  and  caution,  in  what  you  order  to  be 
done  to  this  man  *y  it  behoves  you  to  take  good  care,  that 
you  do  not  bring  yourfelf  into  a  praemunire  :  For  I  per¬ 
ceive,  by  a  qucftion  he  put  to  me,  that  after  all,  he  hap* 
pens  to  be  a  freeman  of  Rome* 

27  Then  the  chief  captain  being  alarms  A  with  feaf, 
as  knowing  the  feverity  of  the  Roman  laws  agninft  thofe 
that  Jhould  bind  and  fcourge  any  of  its  citizens,  efpcci- 

ally 

H  O  T  E*  * 

*  A  freeman  of  Some  might  he  boturf  with  whh  dwflgvor  ioour^e  hirf  with  rod*.  Get 
•  chain,  and  beaten  with  a  ftafTs  but  it  was  Dr,  l*ardncr*j  * reJt&i&j  fif  lb* 
writ  fined  in  on  fa  finable  iwligpity  bind  bun  toL  L  p*A79* 


ay  And  at  they 
bound  him  with 
thong*,  Paul  faid 
unto  the  centuri* 
911  that  flood  by, 
la  k  hvftil  for 
you  to  fcfturge  a 
man  tbal  is  a  Ro. 
man,  uid  uncun- 
damned  t 


1  ft  When  the 
tEoniriou  keard 
Mol,  he  went  and 
toJd  the  chief 
captain,  faying, 
Take  heed  what 
thou  doft ;  fnr 
this  man  Is  a  Ro* 


ij  Then  the 
tkitf  captain 

and  Aid 
wm 
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onto  hiw.  Tell  ally  without  a  fair  trial  and  legal  condemnation,  went 
&Mun?Hc&id!  an<*  ^P0^e  courteoufly  to  Paid  himlelf,  faying.  Be  fo 
Yea.  '  good  as  to  deal  frankly  with  me.  Are  you  indeed  a 

freeman  of  Romtf  Paid  anfwered,  Yes,  Sir,  I  really  am. 
as  And  the  The  chief  captain  replied,  as  being  dill  more  a- 

mazed  at  ibis,  than  he  was  that  Patfl could  fpcak  Greek, 
gnsifJn*  ubiaia.  {chap.  xxi.  37.)  Since  by  what  you  yoqrfelf  told  me,  and 
ed  rthis  tiee-Kjin.  by  your  Hebrew  fpeech,  hut  now  delivered  to  tbe  peo- 
taV^,  /«i  P]c>  ichaP'  xxi-  3?»  4°*)  yo»  fcem  to  he  a  Jew,  and  by 
ten*.  your  appearance  one  can  fcarce  think  that  you  could 

purchafe  this  dignity,  which  cod  me  a  great  fwm  of  mo¬ 
ney,  How  came  you  hy  it?  Paul  anfwered,  I  had  it  not 
by  redemprion,  but  by  birth  f,  as  the  fon  of  a  freeman. 
ijThea  draight-  29  Then  Ljftas,  believing  that  what  Paul  faid  was 
«TJ  true>  immediately  ordered  tnofe  that  were  going  to  «- 

which ihouldhave  amine  him  by  fcourging,  to  unbind  and  let  him  alouc  ; 
examined  him:  which  they  accordingly  did,  and  went  their  Way,  not 
tilfl  «r*a-  without  fome  fear  that  they  had  been  too  aftivc  in  put- 
fnid,  after  he  ting  thofe  indignities  upon  him:  And  when  L^fias, 
iaewthxthewu  their  chief  commanding  officer,  came  to  know  him  to 
bceMf^he  w  Human  citizen,  he  alfo  was  in  a  terrible  fright,  left 
Spued  him.  he  him&lf  fhould  fed  the  fevere  refemments  of  the  go. 


30  On  ih«  mor¬ 
row,  bettufr  he 
vonld  '  have 
knowo  the  ccr- 
uiaty  wherefore 
hr.  wan  accufrd  of 
the  Jew*,  he  loo- 
fr-d  from  him 
Lands,  and  p>m- 
mand3t  the  chief 
pcidb  and  ail 
ibrir  council  to 
appear  ,  ■  and 
biuughc  Poul 
down  ,  and  fc 
him  before  litem. 


vemment,  becaufe  he  had  rafhly  ordered  him  to  be 
bound  and  beaten,  before  he  had  inquired  into  his  cha¬ 
racter,  or  heard  what  he  had  to.  fay  in  his  own  behalf. 

30  And  the  next  day,  being  deCrous  to  know  with 
certainty,  and  in  the  mod  unexceptionable  manner, 
what  the  crimes  were,  that  had  lb  highly  provoked  the 
JewSy  ami  that  they  could  really  lay  ts  his  prifooer’s 
cbarge.he  took  a  more  prudenr,equicabie,and  warycourfe 
than  before,  more  unexceptionable  in  its  own  nature, 
more  fafe  to  himfclf,  and  as  obliging  as  poflible  to  the 
Jews :  He  fee  the  apohle  at  liberty  from  kb  bonds,  that 
he  might  not  feem  to  prejudge  him  ;  and  then  called 
the  chief- priefts,  (fee  the  note  or  chap.  is.  14.)  and  the 
red  of  the  fanbtdrim  together,  to  hear  and  examine  him 
in  full  council ;  and,  bringing  Paul  down  from  tbe  pri- 
fon,  placed  him  before  them,  that  he  might  have  free 
leave  to  fpeak  for  himfclf,  and  they  to  make  their  ob¬ 
jections  agiinft  him. 

RECOL. 


NOTE. 


f  Plw/fte ms  to  have  been /w-fc»rst  not 
hf  virtue  of  hit  nativity  a!  Tefjiuy  arh&s 
been  fuppoicnl  by  many  ;  For  had  'bar  been 
a  R&mtH  cotanf,  with  the  honour  of 

the  ciirzeo-Oiiji  of  Ljfas  mull  have 

inrtwti  it ;  aod  ttjnfcqaemtf  could  not  have 
Htondcred  how  Paul  came  by  it,  fuw  he  had 
rdd  hi  10  before,  chap*  xx\*  jp*  that  be  was 
a  J tv  of  Tarfut*  Bar,  pethaps,  he  was  boro 
cf  -Q^cfbn  (Lit  iii  obtained  this  privies, 


as  fcveral  Jew j  bad  tn  thrift  day*,  for  fom< 
remarkable  ferviers  10  tbe  common  wealth* 
See  p.  4Bj)^.|93>  If  fo,  Pm/  was  one 
of  thole  freemen  whom  tbe  KvwcfciM 
Libtrttnii  as  being  the  children  of  such  as  bad 
licei:  a-ade  free,  itydiflincKon  from  the  tiler* 
th  who  had  been  made  free  ihtmfdws,  and 
frr^i  the  'jcjgrtivi,  who  were  Nim  of  pM«r  ts 
ih  st  bad  tKfn  always  free-  Sec  Ktrta<t'f  &> 
tr^n  nvJlu  p.  p7. 


Ch«  tin. 
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With  what  prudence  and  tamper,  courage  and  faitbfulnefs,  is  the  caufr  of 
Chrift  to  be  maintained  againft  its  mu ft  malicious  oppofers !  And  alas,  vefth  what 
furious  zeal  arc  blind  bigots  inflamed  againftit,  even  to  the  perfecting  of  its 
profeffon  unto  death.  But  how  much  better  is  their  fenfe  of  things  when  God 
reaches  their  hearts  by  converting  grace,  which,  in  a  fpiritual  feufc,  carries  all 
the  evidence  of  a  Jhining  light  round  about  them,  and  of  2  voice  fpcatdng  to  them. 
Many  indeed  may  fee  fomuthing  of  this  light,  and  hear  fomething  vonftifedly  of 
this  voice,  like  Paul's  companions  in  his  journey,  without  thoroughly  tmdtr- 
ftanding  them  ;  but  wherever  God  has  really  begun  a  good  work  in  any  fouls, 
whether  it  be  in  the  ufual,  or  in  an  extraordinary  way,  he  will  lead  them,  by 
bis  providence,  to  the  ordinary  means  of  his  appointment  and  blefling,to  carry  it 
on  till  they  come  to  be  acquainted  with  his  will,  relating  to  the  further  duties  that 
lye  before  them,  and  till  they  come  to  know  that  he  tmehofrn  them  for  hiui&lf. 
And  if,  as  was  Paul* s  cafe,  they  have  uot  been  entered  into  the  gofpel- covenant 
in  the  days  of  their  infancy,  they  ought  to  be  baptifcd  in  token  of  their  purga¬ 
tion  from  the  guilt  and  pollution  of  their  fins,  by  the  blood  and  fpirit  of  Chrilt ; 
and  they  ought  religiouSy  and  fiducially  to  invoke  the  name  of  rhe  Lord  Jcfus, 
as  a  divine  Saviour.  He  will  lliew  them  the  way  they  (liouldtake;  and  if  he 
calls  them  to  holy  mimftrations,  though  they  may  be  rejofted  by  fame,  he  will 
direct  their  courfe  elfewherc,  and  open  the  hearts  of  othcre.  though  it  be  in  dif- 
lant  countries,  and  among  the  molt  unlikely  people  to  receive  them.  But  O 
how  impatient  are  felf-conceited  zealots,  at  the  thoughts  of  the  freenefe  and  fo* 
vereignty  of  God's  grace,  in  leaving  them,  and  making  its  way  to  the  moft  un¬ 
worthy!  And  how  obftinately  do  they  (hut  their  eyes  again  ft  the  moft  evident  ap¬ 
pearances  of  God's  own  interpofing,  by  his  Providence  aud  Spirit,  to  fend  and 
fucceed  his  gofpel,  among  people  of  odious  and  defpicabfe  characters,  like  the 
idolatrous  heathens  !  But  when  violent  outrages,  on  this  and  fitch  like  accounts, 
threaten  the  lives  of  his  faithful  Servants,  his  over-nriiog  Providence ratfes  up  in- 
ftruments  for  their  protection  ;  in  order  to  which,  they  may  lawfully  infill  on 
Ibeir  civil  rights  and  privileges,  as  well  as  other  men ;  and  while  they  ftand  up 
for  truth  and  liberty,  they  fttall  be  owned  of  God,  and  often  favoured  with  op¬ 
portunities  of  defending  his,  and  their  own  righteous  caufe. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 

Paul>  in  the  prefence  of  the  council  at  Jerufalem,  folcmnly  profejfes  his 
integrity,  and  has  a  jbarp  rencounter  -with  the  high  priejl ,  I , — 5. 
He  prudently  fets  hit  adverfaries  at  variance  one  with  another ,  and 
-  fo-  hrijTgs  himfelf  off ,  6, — 10.  ’The  Lord  Jefut  encourages  him  in  a 
vifiontagainJt  further  troubles  that  he  Jhoutd  meet  with  at  Rome. 

II.  7 he  Jews  confpire  againft  hit  lift,  12, — 15.  Their  wicked de- 
fign  it  difeovered  to  Lyfias,  the  chief  captain,  end  he  p revent t  the 
execution  of  it,  by  fending  Paul  under  a  Jlreng  guard  to  Felix  the 
governor  of  Caefarea,  lfi, — 35. 

Text.  PARAPHRASE, 

A--1 II. * *  ‘Y/f/’HEN  Paul  was  brought  before  the  fanhedrim ,  or 
hokBajth/coun-  V"  8KM  council,  at  Jerufalem ,  he  looked  with  un-. 

til,  daunted  courage opon  them ;  and,  as  by  his  former  con- 
verfation  with  men  of  figure  and  learning,  he  |tuew 
many  of  their  faces,  and  what  their  tenets  were;  he  care¬ 
fully  viewed  them  all  around  him,  to  obfei  vc  what  num¬ 
ber# 


Ch.  mil 

eil,  f.id.  Men, 
W  kuluiui,  *1 
hive  jived  in  iIJ 
food  confcicnc* 
WforcGod  and! 
fhudiy* 


i  And  the 
high  prlcft  Ana* 
niu  commended 
them  that  liood 
by  him  to  fmil* 
him  oq  ibt 
mouth. 


3  Then  fi!d 
Pent  unto  him, 
Cod  Audi  fmite 
thcc, 


vol*  in. 


fte  Act*  of  /fc  APO*TtE*)tard^tf/h£'  *jj 

bcrs  there  were  of  different  fe£h  among  them)  that  ho 
might  order  his  caufe  before  them,  to  the  beft  ad  van- 
tage,  for  his  own  fafety;  and  then  addreffed  them  in 
the  following  manner.  Ye  men  and  brethren,  before 
whom  l  am  convened tq  give  an  account  of  myfelf,  and 
from  whom  I  would  hope  for  a  Lit  and  favourable  hear* 
Ingi  as  being  a  man  of  the  fame  common  nature,  of 
the  fame  nation,  and  defeended  from  the  fame  religious 
fcnceflors  with  yourfeives  ;  though  I  have  been  extreme* 
ly  mifreprefented  and  vtllificd,  I  can  fotemnly  appeal  to 
God,  who  knows  my  heart,  that  in  my  religion  and 
morals,  1  have  always,  abating  human  infirmities,  main* 
tained  a  confctenrious  regard  to  him,  and  haveatted  with 
great  fineexity,  according  to  my  light,  as  under  bis  all* 
feeing  eye>  in  every  turn  and  period  of  my  life,  to  this 
very  day  :  While  I  continued  the  profrflion  of  a  Jew*  I 
was,  touching  tbe  right  coufne ft  cf  the  ldwybtamelcfs9  ( Phil. 
iii.  6.)  and,  even  in  peffecuting  the  Chriftians,  / verify 
thought  that  l ought  to  do  if,  {chap*  xxvi*  p*):  Afterwards, 
in  my  embracing  and  preaching  the  faith  of  Chrift,  £ 
acted  upon  the  (trongefl  conviction  and  cleared  evidence* 
in  direct  contradiction  to  my  former  miftaken  fentj* 
mems  and  prejudices,  {chap,  ix.  1,-20.)  and  I  have 
ever  Cnee  ferved  God  with  a  pure  confci*ncet  and F  been 
wiling  to  live  bonejtfyy  which  I  can  now  rejoice  in  be¬ 
fore  him.  (a  Tim.  i*  3.  ffeb.  xiii.  lEh  and  2  Cor* 

a  But  (*)  as  the  falfc  prophet,  Ztdckiak9  froote 
caiabi  the  prophet  of  the  Lord,  (1  Kings  xxiu  24 .)  and 
as  Pajbury  the  chief  governor  of  the  houfc  of  the  Lord, 
fmote  the  prophet  Jeremiaby  {Jer.  xx.  i,  2*)  and  an  of* 
ficer  (truck  the  hleff-d  Jefus  himfelf,  for  his  anfwer  to 
the  high  prieft,  [John  xviti.  22.)  in  token  of  indignation 
and  contempt;  fo  Ananias  the  high  prieft,  who  was  pre* 
fidem  of  this  auguJl  afleoibly,  was  fo  i  nee  fifed  at  PavFt 
opening  his  fpeech  with  fuch  a  free,  bold,  and  folemn 
proteftationof  his  own  integrity,  and  was  fo  inveterate  ta 
his  fpirit  againft  the  gofpel,  that,  calling  out  to  thofe 
that  Aopd  near  him,  he  imperioufly  oideied  them  to 
fhike  him  on  the  face  for  it,  to  (lop  his  mouth,  and  not 
fuffer  him  to  go  on  at  that  rate;  which  was  accordingly 
done, 

3  Then  Paul  being' under  Tome  emotion  of  fpirit,  at 
fuch  a  fudden  and  illegal  abufe,  and  being  like  wife  un¬ 
der  a  divine  and  prophetic  impulfe,  faid  to  him,  in  lan¬ 
guage  near  a  kin  to  that  which  his  great  Lord  had  ufed 
to  the  fciibca  and  Pharifcca,  (Mattb,  wiii.  27*)  Thou 
t  S  hypo- 
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thee,  ihouvMted 
wall:  for  Irtcft 
thou  to  judge  me 
after  the  Unhand 
comiMfhlHI  me 
to  be  iVmtteit  eon- 
Ifvy  to  the  law  ? 


4  And they  that 
Hood  by  laid,  Re¬ 
viled  iluiu  Ood't 
high  priklt  ? 


r  Then  fold 
Taul,  1  wilt  not, 
brethren,  that  he 
the  high 
fj rid)  V  tor  U  is 
written. 


hypocrite  #,  God  in  his  holy  Providence  will  vindicate 
his  own  and  ray  righteous  caufe,  and  will  avenge  the  in* 
jury  you  have  done  me,  by  a  terrible  ftroke  of  his  judg¬ 
ment  upon  you,  who*  notwithftanding  your  fpecious 
ihew  of  religion!  arc  hut  like  a  whited  mud  wait,  that 
appears  beautiful  without,  while  within  it  is  nothing 
but  ftickfp,  ft  raw*,  and  dirt:.  For  while  you  pretend  to 
fit  ns  a  judge  upon  me,  to  try  and  convrft  me  in  a  re~ 
gular  procefs,  according  to  the  law  of  God,  how  unjuft 
and  unwarrantable  is  it  in  you,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
command  me  to  be  ftricken,  in  direft  con  tradition  ro  a 
known  rule  in  that  law  itfeif,  which  fays,  Thou  jbalt  do 

unrighUottfntfi  in  judgment  %  but  in  righteovfnefi  jbalt 
thou  judge  thy  neighbour?  {Lev.  xix,  iy*)  And  how  could 
you  juflifiabiy  ufe  me  after  this  rate,  in  defiance  of  all 
right  and  equity,  without  fo  much  as  hearing  what  I 
have  to  fay  for  myfelf,  in  Head  of  inquiring  diligently  into 
the  merits  of  the  caufe,  which  you  ought  to  have  done, 
according  to  another  rule  in  the  judicial  law  <  (Dcut* 
xvii-  4,} 

4  Hereupon  fome  that  were  prefent  in  court,  having 
a  high  veneration  for  Ananias7*  office- charafter,  and 
overlooking  the  notorious  injury  he  had  done  to  the  a- 
poflle  ff  kid  with  a  taunt.  What  infoUnce  is  this !  How 
riurft  you  fpeak  witb  fuch  calumny  and  contempt  to  fo 
facrcd  a  perfon  as  the  high  prieft,  whom  God  has  fet 
over  his  people  f 

5  As  foon  as  Paul  heard  this,  he  apdogizrd  for  his 
expreflions,  faying,  I  did  not  fee  who  it  was  that  or-* 
dered  me  to  be  (truck,  nor  didl,  brethren,  confider  him 
as  the  high  prieft,  when  I  uttered  thofe  words  j  if  I 
had,  ahd  the  prophetic  Spirit  had  not  moved  me  to  ex¬ 
press  myfelf  as  I  did,  X  fhouW  not  have  taken  the  liberty 
tq  fpcak  in  fo  fcvereaud  cfii’refpeiSful  a  manner  to  him, 

how 


■  .  N  0 

*  Perhaps  the  siWlfc  Jhigftf  ufc  this  op- 
fnibrioufc  title,  with  raEhcr  too  much  wirmth 
of  temper,  under  a  violent  effort  of  the  Lip 
of  hi*  members  agaiuft  thclaw  of  hie  mind, 
acctHiling  to  his  e6oipldnt4 chap*  tn.13.z4* 
through  inattention,  fodder)  fbrprilt,  and 
high  provocation :  But  if  there  were  a  nix- 
tnre  of  fmtut  inWiy  tn  it,  1  car  by  no 
means,  think  that  he  vu  fo  far  under  the 
power  of  turTnptiAri,'  «  with  cVif  (oihe 
high  prieft,  or  denounce  the  judgment*  of 
God  anion  him,  from  any  revengeful  pat 
£00  of  lit*  o  arn  ttiind  %  this  being  fo  inctro# 
fofowi  vititnbh-DWii  amiable  temper  sad  thfc- 
jatW,  and  with  the  very  natore  and  genius 
Of  the  gofpd,  and  of  true  grace  in  the  Jicsrr, 
Ths  ihieiioisg  part  of  tbb  foaicaoc  h  there* 


r  E.  & 

fore  to  be  undcritaod,  delivered  by  a  pnv- 
phetic  Impvhfe,  like  the  imprecation*  in  P/at. 
cu>  6,  &€*  and  on  Afaxavitr  the  tappn- 
fmith,  x  I  in-  iv.  14.  Accordingly  tcveraj 
expositors,  G  rtf  fas :  fPbtfbjp,  and  others,  have 
taken  notice,  that  this  prediction  was  fultiU* 
ed,  either  by  Artatuts't  bring  flato,  or  by  bis 
perilbiHg  in  the  of  /trvfaUtn^  or  by  his 
being  deputed  and  Tent  bound  10  Same ,  and 
fo  what  the  apofttc  Grid  (arid  came  to  pafs) 
under  divine  ftiggritioii,  \$  tun  example  to  be 
imitated'  by  others,  a*  {peaking  by  their  own 
private  fpirit. 

f  Some  Have  thought  that  the  period*  who 
laid  this,  Aid  whom  the  apoftk  ftiJca  bre* 
tbrtn  in  the  next  verfe,  We  believing  Jews* 
that  wets  aenfodi  for  the  bw;-  sod  ewft- 

qoemlj 
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wikua.  Thou  how  injurioufly  foever  be  bad  treated  me  *  :  For  a9  I 
^  fiLlSw  faid  before  {yer.  i.)  that  I  have  lived  in  all  good  con*, 
im-plf.  fcience  before. God  to  this  day;  fo  I  (hould  have  paid  a 
religions  regard  to  that  injunction  of  .the  law,  which,  to 
keep  up  a  juft  reverence  fur  magi  ft  racy,  inordinary  cafes*, 
fays,  Tim Jbalt  nit  reittlt,  or  fptat  di (honourably,  of  the 
gods ,  or  judges  }  nor  cujfe*  or  denounce  menacing  fen* 
tences  againft,  the  rulers  of  thy  people.  {Sxod  xxiL  28,) 
Pud  ^’tcriTed  ^  Now  (J*}  when  Paul  perceived,  by  tbe  obfervaiton 
tia  the^Bt^part  he  had  made,  (frr.  1.)  that  one  pate  of  this  affembJy 
«nc  Sadducefs,  confifted  of  Sadducees  and  another  of  Pharisees*  fo  as  to 
l”uL ifej  (w'eri.  ^  pretty  equally  divided  between  both,  he,  in  bis  great 
ol'ooTiq  'he  penetration,  judged  that  a  fair  opportunity  offered  to 
council,  Mm  and  difcoiicert  their  in  ea  fares  againft  him,  by  letting  them 
kmhren^Uma  at  variance  among  themfelves ;  and  therefore,  raifmg 
1  his  voice,  he  fpoke  aloud  in  the  prefence  of  the  council* 
that  all  might  hear  him,  faying.  Men  and  brethren,  as 
1  am  one  of  your  own  nation,  fo  my  education  and  re* 

ligioas 


MOT 

qnently  fot  the  bdnottr  of  thfc  high  prieft. 
But  M  brtthrr*  was  a  common  Jalstition,  and 
the  apoOlc  had  11 frd  k  toward  the  council  ia 
Jib  entrance  oi>  his  defence,  vtr.  i*  and  re* 
fume  it,  w.  1  and  is  hi*  behaviour  lay  ten* 
mediately  under  ihwr  CQgmftoce,  it.  is  very 
qwe  Dion  able  whether  the  believing  Jswi 
to  Id  inurpofe,  and  fa  publicly  take  the 
high  ptidVs  part  again  ft  him  j  dpecblty 
bnce  they  could  not  but  know,  that  the  high 
prieft  arid  council  me  (hen  (hiking  at  the 
whole  ra  ufa  of  Chriftiinity  idetf  through  tbe 
apoftlt's  fide*. 

*  The  paraphnie  on  the  former  pm  of  * 
thitverie,  b  formed  to  comport  with  tie 
two  moft  prevailing  ftmimenw  of  expositors 
upon  it$  feme  of  which  confide?  it  as  an 
and  other*  u  a  jufljfiwtux  of  vhat  the 
apoftlehad  ftid,  They  that  take  It  for  an 
txatji t  and  rtfradm*  fuppofe  him  to  own  that 
he  really  did  not  know  derwVf  to  he  (lie 
high  prieft,  his  ignorance  of  which  might  be 
occafioned  by  his  having  been  for  feme  years 
ah  tut  from  Jtrvfalttt tf  and  by  the  high  prieft'* 
not  appearing  ia  hb  difUngoiibmg  place*  or 
vcftitimt*  ;  And  Dr,  Whitby  fappofe,  that 
though  the  apoftle,  aftiog  as  a^propbet,  was 
not  trader  the  obligation  of  the  recited  law, 
as  ethers  were  $  yet,  the  prophetic  impuift 
which  was  upon  him,  did  not  permit  him  to 
advert  that  it  was  the  high  prieft,  left  that 
law  Ouniid  have  rdtrained  him  from  com¬ 
plying  with  that  imputft*  To  which  J  would 
add,  that  he  might  be  looking  another  way, 
to  obfare  what  parties  tbe  council  confifted 
of  when  the  high  prieft  fpoke ;  and  fo  really 
did  me  fett  (as  the  word  here  tried  famethne* 
fignifics)  that  it  wtfs  be  who  gave  the  order 
to  loritc  him*  But  they  that  mats  hi*  au- 


E  S. 

fwer  a  jttfttficatftti  of  what  he  had  laid,  (hint 
It  highly  improbable,  that  theapoftlc  Ihould 
not  know  the  high  prieft,  fince  he  had  been 
about  Jcven  (lays  in  the  temple,  (chap,  xai* 
i7*)  and  could  hardly  fail  of  feeing  him  oit 
fame  of  thole  days,  and  fince,  Irum  what  is 
Ciid,  vcr.  0*  ho  teemed  to  know  a  cutftdor- 
able  number  of  die  council  i  and  as  he  at 
kaft  knew  tKat  Anaoias  was  one  of  theni 
who  then  fat  as  judges  upon  him,  the  Uw  a* 
gainft  reviftttg  the  tttlert  of  lie  feepk  would 
have  brew  as  much  violated  by  what  he  utter* 
cd,  as  if  ho  had  known  him  to  be  the  high 
prieft.  When  therefore  the  apoftie  faidt  («& 
idfiv)  Z'tvlft  nod t  or  did  not  know  that  be  trot 
ike  high  fritftj  he  might  man  that,  at  the 
death  of  Chrift,  and  his  pridlhood  in  he*a 
ven,  had  pm  an  end  to  the  divine  authority 
of  that  office  on  earth,  and  as  the  Sovnans  had 
ufurped  an  unlawful  power  in  di  (poling  irr 
juft  as  they  pleafed,  and  Amums  had  obtain¬ 
ed  it  by  bribery,  the  spoil le  did  trot 

or  titfrw  An  was  to  he  high  pridt  i 
in  which  fen  fa  the  verb  is  fr;r.et:mes 

nfed,  a*  in  Mtrtfh  xxr.  i%,  Mom,  vii.  ry* 
%  Cor*  w  id*  and  Mtv.  it  14*  Vid  Gfaf. 
rbetir  jacr.  trofl  1,  1*  And  it  btt  hrea 

ohrerved  from  Jofrfbh t’s  account,  ( Aniiq.  ttU.' 
ao-  cap- 8*  §  r, — 4-  that  Je/w*the  Ion  of 
Gamshcif  and  not  AnoNk$t  was  In  faff  tbe 
high  pritft  at  this  time,  and  that  Antmkti  on¬ 
ly  bore  the  imof  that  offirr,  which  lie  once 
enjoyed,  hut  from  which  he  had  been  depc- 
fed  tome  years  before,  and  that  tl«  fcpcrin- 
tendency  he  gained  in  the  council,  was  o  sing 
to  artifice,  bribery,  and  corrupt lou  ;  and 
therefore  the  apoflJc  P^nl  did  not  Umk  upun 
him  as  the  high  pitcfl,  or  as  a  tawfnl  rule;  of 
the  people. 

* 
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pharifa,  dw  fon  ligious  fentiments  have  been  after  the  ftricleft  of  your 
of  fhe  ^et^s*  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  Pbarifces ;  1  be- 

RiunonionofThe  lievcd,  and  zraloufly  profefled,  praftifed,  and  promoted 
dcjJ  i  au.  called  jhe  whole  fyftcm  of  its  tenets  alt  the  days  of  my  yWaz/nr, 
is  ciuciiian.  anc)  ftiu  hold  fome  of  its  difiinguilbing  principles  ;  my 
father  aifo  was  a  Pbarifee  t  And,  according  to  one 
grand  article  of  faith  among  that  fe&,  I  am  now  called 
to  an  account,  and  am  to  be  judged  and  condemned,  for 
preaching  the  dodrtnc  of  eternal  life,  and  of  a  refurrec- 
tion  from  the  dead,  in  order  to  a  complete  poffeflion  of 
it  ",  the  hope  of  which,  by  divine  grace,  I  have  in  my- 
felf,  and  labour,  in  companion  to  the  fouls  of  others,  to 
propagate  in  them,  thro’  faith  in  a  rtfen  Redeemer,  who 
has  laid  the  fureft  ground  of  hope  for  it  to  all  that  be* 
lieve  in  him. 

he  ?ba? "ii  7  And  the  apoftie’s  fpeaktng  in  this  manner  occa- 

tbere  arofe  a  dif-  fioned  a  warm  debate  hetwcco  the  Pharifets  and  Saddu - 
ftnfuMi  between  cees,  according  to  bis  expectation  and  defjgn  -y  in  fo 
the  Ps*d<hiee«^  mBC*'  that  both  parries  in  the  council,  and  among  the 
and  the  multitude  people,  fell  out  one  with  the  other  about  this  .point,  and 
w«  divided.  about  the  apoftle  for  aflerting  it  j  fome  favouring,  and 
others  oppoGng  both  it  and  him. 
iUt  ®  For,  or  one  hand,  the  Sadductest  thofe  free  think- 
tiKre  ir  no  refer-  ers  of  the  age,  deny  that  there  wilt  be  a  reforreftion  of 
naion.  neither  the  dead  j  or  that  there  is  any  fuch  permanent  being,  as 
rsrLThf,>Yt5  an  angel  *n  the  iovifible  world,  or  a  Crparate  fpirit  of 
wfe&  both7.  m  man,  that  furvives  the  death  of  the  body,  and  Aibfifts  in 
a  Rate  of  difunion  from  it :  But,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Pharifees,  the  moft  religious  fefl  of  the  Jeivsy  profefs  to 
believe  the  rcfurre&ioa  of  the  body,  and  the  evidence 
of  fpiritual  brings,  Jroth  of  the  angelic  and  human  rank, 
in  the  other  world. 


■?  Ami  the™  a-  n  And  this  difference  of  opinion  gave  rife  to  an  ex- 
»nd  the  bribes  seeding  great  and  contentious  c^mour  among  them,  in 
i&at  vtrt  ut  the  which  the  d  odors  of  the  law,  that  were  of  the  frG  of 
roftaod  K,r  ****  Pharifets,  fet  themfelves  again  ft  the  Sadducres,  and 
ferine*  Wc  6cd  *D  mere  oppofition  to  them,  wrangled  and  difputed 
au  evil  in  this  vehemently  in  favour  of  the  apoftle,  laying,  As  for  our 
miu:  but  if  a  partfl  we  cannot  find  that  any  thing  has  been  faid  or 
hath  fpoketi  to  done  amifs  by  this  man :  But  if,  as  1$  very  polfible,  a 
h-m,  holy  angel,  or  fome  other  good  fpirit,  that  belongs  to 
the  invifible  Rate,  has  conje  with  a  commiflion  from 
God,  to  communicate  his  mind  and  will,  in  an  extra- 


1* 


ordinary  way,  to  tills  Pauly  according  to  what  he  has 
intimated,  (chap.  xxii.  6,~JO.)  let  us  remember  and 
follow  our  celebrated  do&or  GatnaUefe  excellent  advice, 

(chap* 


NOTE. 

*  The  hap*  Mi  repirrtQhu  »F  lit  itoi  re/uireOion ;  Tor  tbii  hope  antnifcftlj  rd«» 
put,  bjr  au  HttiadUf  fur  the  hope  of  a  to  die  (durteftioo  of  the  body  to  denial  Ute. 
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JO®,  kt  B*  BM 
£jhtag»iiiftGo<L 

10  And  vhen 
An*  aroft  igrtat 
dideofioa *  the 
chief  eiprun  , 
Curing  kft  Paul 
flwold  hive  beep 
polled  io  pieces 
of  them,  com¬ 
manded  the  4bE- 
dkrvco  go  down, 
and  to  ufce  him 
by  force  from,  a- 
uong  than,  and 
tohrinjt  him  mto 
(lit  ciuk. 


It  And  the 

night  following 
the  Lord  flood  by 
him,  and  faid. 
Be  of  {rood  cheer, 
Paul:  for  a*  them 
hift  tdtifkd  of 
rae  in  faniti-lciti, 
fa  muff  thou  bear 
witiKls  aKb  at 
Heme, 


li  And  when 
kfwu  day  certain 
ot'  'hejewt  band¬ 
ed  Whether*  and 
houTiJ  thunfcWn 
Kinder  a  cvrfe  # 
fryingt  thu  they 
w«ili  neither  cat 
nor  drink  tit) 
they  had  killed 
Paul, 


it  And  they 
vtre  more  than 
forty  which  had 
made 


{chap~  t.  38,  39.)  that  we  may  offer  no  violence  to  him, 
nor  reject  and  oppofe  his  meffage,  left  we  be  found 
fighters  again  ft  God  himfelf. 

to  And  when  the  Sadductei,  being  contrary  minded, 
were  horribly  provoked  to  hear  how  the  Pbarifeet  fided 
with  the  apoftle ;  and  when  hereupon  the  two  panics 
fell  into  tumultuous  heats  and  furious  quarrels  about 
him,  Ljfias,  the  chief  captain,  being  afraid  left,  in  the 
rage  of  their  ungovernable  palfions,  they  Ihould  mur¬ 
der  Paul)  and  even  tear  him  limb  from  limb,  one  party 
pulling  to  reicue  him,  and  the  other  to  deftroy  him, 
commanded  a  company  of  foldicrs  to  come  down  im- 
mediately  from  the  caftle,  and  to  deliver  him  by  main 
force  out  of  their  hands,  and  conduct  him  back  again 
with  fafety  to  that  ftrong  hold;  where  he  continued  ftiJl 
a  clofe  prifoner,  uncertain  in  his  own  mind  about  what 
might  he  the  final  event.  Thus  God  in  his  Providence 
remarkably  tnrerpofed  a  fecond  time,  to  preferve  him 
from  the  noil  imminent  danger. 

1 1  And,  in  the  next  night  after  all  this,  the  Lord 
Tefus  himfelf  appeared  to  him  in  a  vilion,  and,  (landing 
by  his  bed  fide,  faid  for  his  fupport  and  encouragement, 
Paul,  whatever  diftrefs  has  befallen. you,  or  you  may  yet 
be  funher  apprehenGve  of,  (3aP™)  maintain  your  trull 
and  confidence  in  me ;  be  of  good  comfort,  and  let 
nothing  terrify  you ;  Whoever  neglefts  or  oppofes  you, 
I  will  be  with  you  ;  and  bow  great  forvei  your  troubles 
be,  in  bearing  witnefs  to  me  and  my  caufe  here  at  Js» 
rufalem ,  you  (hall  not  fall  by  any  of  them :  For,  as  I 
have  Hill  further  work  to  do  by  you,  I  have  determined, 
and,  by  my  over-ruling  Providence,  will  bring  it  to  pafs, 
that,  according  to  your  own  heart’s  delire,  {chap.  six. 
21.  and  Rem.  i.  it.)  you  (hall  be  fent  to  Rome,  the  me¬ 
tropolis  of  the  empire,  and  there  lhall  bear  a  noble  tef- 
timony  to  my  name,  as  you  have  done  here. 

12  But  (J»)  as  Toon  as  the  following  day  came  on. 
Tome  defperate  ruffians  among  the  jew  entered  into  a 
molt  Ihockingly  vile  and  treacherous  confpiracy  againft 
the  life  of  this  eminently  good  and  holy  man,  in  their 
implacable  enmity  to  him  for  bis  attachment  to  the  caufc 
of  Chrift.;  and  to  make  them  the  more  refolute  in  go¬ 
ing  through  with  it,  at  all  adventures,  they  bound  them- 
felves  by  an  oath,  wifhing  that  the  curie  and  wrath  of 
God  might  fall  ijpon  them,  if  they  did  not  afljflinate 
Paul ,  before  they  ihould  eat  one  morfel,  or  drink  one 
drop  of  any  thing  whatfoever. 

13  And  fo  deep  was  the  plot  laid,  that  there  were 
above  forty  of  thefe  abandoned  wretches,  that  had  join¬ 
ed 
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ed  together  in  this  horrid  combination  to  difpacch  him. 
without  law,  or  mercy,  and  dire&ly  contrary  to  all 
principles  of  religion,  juftice,  and  humanity,  how  much 
foever  they  might  pretend  to  a  pious  zeal  for  doing  God 
good  fervice  thereby. 

14  Inpurfuance  of  their  execrable  delign,  they  went 

and  communicated  it  to  iome  of  the  chief  priefLi  and  el¬ 
ders  of  the  people,  who  they  knew  were  the  molt  furi¬ 
ous  and  implacable  enemies  of  Chrifiianity,  and,  not¬ 
withstanding  their  high  and  faered  characters,  would 
Hick  at  no  meafures  for  fuppreffing  it,  laying.  We  have 
bound  ourfeives  by  the  feverefl  corfe  upon  foul  and  body 
for  ever,  ?«<**»)  that  we  will  tafte  neither  food 

nor  drink,  {ver.  12.)  till  we  have  actually  lulled  this 
peftilent  fellow,  Paul,  who  we  think  is  100  much  fa¬ 
voured  by  but  is  not  fit  to  lire. 

15  Now  therefore  we  beg  that  ye  would  keep  our 

counfel,  and,  as  though  ye  knew  nothing  of  our  inten¬ 
tion,  would  fpeak  to  the  reft  of  the  fanhedrim,  and  de- 
fire  them  to  join  with  you  in  a  requcft  to  the  chief  cap¬ 
tain,  that  he  would  once  more  order  Paul  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  you  to-morrow  ;  and,  for  a  pretence,  it  may  be 
told  him,  that  ye  want  to  hear  what  the  man  has  to  fay 
to  Tome  farther  evidences,  which  ye  have  received  a- 
gatnft  him,  and  to  be  more  fully  and  etaflly.  acquaint¬ 
ed  (tutyiKxnun  with  the  true  ftate  of  his  cafe, 

which  through  yefteraay’s  tumult  ye  could  not  come 
at.  And  if  there  be  any  guilty  as  we  think  there  is 
none,  in  (bedding  the  blood  of  fuch  a  feditious  fellow, 
we  will  take  it  all  upon  ourfeives,  who  are  refolred  to 
difpateh  him  in  his  way  from  the  caftle,  before  he  gets 
near  the  room  where  the  fanhedrim  fits,  whatever  be 
the  cOnfeqnence. 

16  But  (J<}  as  no  counfel  can  be  too  deep  for  God  to. 
fcarch  it  out,  and  bring  it  to  light  >  and  as  bisects  r,un 
to  and  fro  throughout  tie  whole  earth ,  to  jbna  himftf 
firong  in  the  btbdif  if  them  whoft  heart  is  perfeQ  to¬ 
wards  him,  (2  Gkron .  xyi,  9.)  fo,  by  one  nutans  or  o- 
ther,  the  barbarous  febeme  providentially  took  air,  and 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  a  young  man,  who  was  Paul's 
nephew  by  mother’s  fide  ■,  and  .as  Toon  as  he  heard  of 
tBe  fnare  (T*F  mV")  they  had  laid  for  his  uncle,  and 
how  they  were  to  lye  in  ambnfeade  to  deftroy  him,  be 
battened  away  to  theprifon,  and,  getting  accefe  to  Paul, 
told  him  the  whole  affair.  ' 

tl  TJ»m  17  Then,  as  Paul  knew  the  connexion  pf  epd  and 

'  •"  catkd  means  in  all  divine  purpoles  and  promifes,  and  that  no 

proper  methods  were  to  be  ncglcQed  for  bis  own  pre- 

*  1  .  .  '  -  •  ••  fctvaiioo^ 


imidt  ihjs  CODipi- 
*acy- 


t4  And  they 
<imc  to  tbc  chief 
elders, 
and  laid,  W?  hive 
bound  ourfelvc* 
under  a  great 
curfe  that  wc  will 
nt  nothing  until 
we  h«e  imj 
Paul. 


I  $  Now  fhetc* 
fore  yc'$  with  the 
Council  t  fignify 
to  the  chief  cap¬ 
tain  that  he  bring 
him  down  onto 
you  to-morrow, 
us  1  hou^h  y  e 
would  inquire 
ibuicthing  more 
jicrfedly  co  n«n>^ 
inghint :  and  wc, 
or  ever  k  come 
vicar,  are  ready  to 
hill  him* 


..  -*f  Am^whcn 
Paul's  fifle/s  foa 
{ward  of  their  ly^ 
ing  in  wait,  he 
went  and  entered 
into  the  cafllc, 
tod  cold  Paul* 


Ch.xxlii. 

oiled  «ntof  tfct 
vcnttfitont  .mao 
liim,  a«4 
Bring  this  ykning 
man  «ntotncchicf 
captain  i  for  he 
h:tfh  a  certain 
tiling  to  LcUhim. 

18  So  he  took 
him,  a  Ad.  brought 
bin  to  the  chief 
captain,  and  laid, 
Paul  the  prifroer 
oiled  me  unto 
biro,  and  prayed 
me  to  bring  tbit 
young  ien  win 
thecr  vbo’Juth. 
fomerhUg  to  Jay 
nniothec. 


ip  Then  the 
chief  captain  took 
him  by  the  hipd, 
and  #cat  *unlb 
bn  afide  private - 
ly.uid  aJlcd^Hr, 
Whuhfhvthriu 
Ufttt  to  tell  me  ? 


10  And  ■  he 
fcidt  The  Jews, 
hive  agradd  to 
delict  thee  that 
thou.  wonUeft 
hilag  down  Paul 
tn.  morrow  Into 

tb £  council,  as 
tbo1  they  would 
inquire  furoc  what 
of  bjta  cure  per- 
ftfttyr 


11  Bot  do  not 
tbOn  yield  unto 
them  i  fur  there 
lye  in  writ  for 
him  of  them  more 
than  forty  men, 
whfchhm  bound 
them  Gri  vet  with 
anoach,  tha.1  they 
will  neither  rai 
£*r  drink  tilt  they 
have 
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fervAtioo,- though  the  Lord  Jefus  had  absolutely  aiTurai 
hia»  that  he  ihould  bear  witndsto  bim  at  Rome,  (jref* 
ii.)  he  prudently  defired  to  fpeak -with  tbe'centurioit 
that  had  him  in  cuflody,  and  then  laid,  I  intreat  you 
tocondU&  thin  youth  to  your  bead-officer  •,  for  he  has 
fomething  of  importance,  which  the  civil  govern  me ut 
is  concerned  in,  to  acquaint  him  with, 

18  So  the  centiirion»  having  a  rcfptcl  for  Paul,  who. 
had  always  behaved  in  a  becoming1  manner  ever  fince 
he  had  the  charge  of  bim,  readily  took  his  nephew  a- 
long  with  him,  and  went  himfelf  to  introduce  him  to 
the  chief  captain,  and  faid,  Pdu}>  your  priioner,  juft 
now  calling  me  to  him,  begged  that  1  would  bring  this 
youth  tb  you,  who,  it  Teems,  can  give  you  an  informa¬ 
tion  of  fomething  that  is  of  confequence  to  himfelf,  and 
to  the  government ;  and  therefore  1  thought  proper  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  waiting  upon  you, 

19  Then  the  chief  captain,  having  alfo  a  good  opini¬ 
on  of  Pauly  (t ter,  19.)  and  a  concern  for  the  intereft  of 
the  Hate,  laid  hold  011  the  young  man's  hand  in  a  free 
and  familiar  manner ;  and,  taking  him  afule  to  a  private 
place,  that  none  might  over-hcar  them,  he  a  (Iced  him, 

.not  in  an  auftcre  way,  but  with'  condescending  and 
friendly  caurtefy,' laying,  Well,  young  man,  .what  is  it 
that  you  have  to  inform  me  of?  13o  not  be  dalhed,  or 
afraid  ;  but  tell  me  as  free!  y  as  if  you  were  fpeaking  to 
one  of  your  own  companions. 

20  And  the  youth,  being  encouraged  by  fuch  affable 
treatment,  replied,  with  great  prefence  of  m.ind,  My 
bolincfs  is  to  acquaint  you;  Sir,  that  fome  Jttui  of  enn- 
fiderable  bote,  who  are  bitter  enemies  to  Pauly  your 
prifoner,  have  agreed- among  them felves  to  defire  you 
to  favour  them  fo  far,  as  10  tuing  him  down  from  the 
cattle  to-morrow,  that  he  may  appear  again  before  the 
great  council  for  a  fetomi  hearing,  under  pretence  of 
wanting  to  be  more  critical  and  exact  in  their  inquiries 
about  him,  *"”■)  than  they  could  be  in  the  niidftef 
all  the  noife  and  hurry  of  yelterday's  debates. 

21  But  1  beg  that  you  would-  not  be  perfuaded  by 

them  (m»  to  comply  with  their  requeft : 

For  1  can  affure  you,  upon  tbe  molt  certain  evidence, 
that  there  are  above  forty  defperate  men-  of  their  cabal, 
.who  have  entered  into  a  wicked  confpiracy>  again  ft  his 
life,  with  a  defign  to  way-lay  him  in  his  pafiage,  be¬ 
fore  he  can  get  to  the  room  where  the  fanhedrira 
meets ;  and  they  have  been  fo  daring,  as  to  bind  thertv- 
felves  with  an  oath,  under  a  dreadful  curfe,  that  they 
will  take  no  manner  of  fuiienance,  by  eating  or  drink- 
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hiTt  killed  him ;  j^g,  till  they  have  accompli  flied  their  villsnous  refolu- 
Rjd w or  t’on  afli'ffinating  him :  And  now,  having  concerted 
a  piJmifc  from  their  meafures,  they  are  alt  ready  to  perpetrate  the  hor* 
t^**-  lid  crime,  in  expectation  of  a  pro  mile  from  you  to  or¬ 

der  him  to  be  forth-coming,  that  they  may  have  an  op* 
,  port  unity  for  it. 

.  11  SothecMef  22  The  chief  captain,  having  heard  and  believed  this 
rh?*  ftorv,  and  being  fully  convinced  of  the  reftlcfs,  iropla- 

4qMit|4i*dchir-  cable,  and  impaiitm  malice  of  the  Jews  again  ft  his 
gedi/m,  Set  fa*  prifoner,  difmifled  the  young  man,  and,  ftriftly  com* 
rtnn'hilt’atcwed  manding  him  to  keep  hi?  own  counfel,  faid,  A$  ever 
thefe  thingi  i«  you  value  the  life  and  fUfcty  of  this  perfon,  and  would 
aw.  have  the  pernicious  defigns  of  his  enemies  defeated,  be 

fure  that  you  tell  no  one  living,  except  Patti  himfelf, 
that  ynu  have  difeovered  thefe  things  to  me ,  and  I  will 
take  efFe&ual  care  of  him. 


13  And  he  nil-  23  And  as  foon  as  the  youth  was  gone,  Lrfias,  fear¬ 

ed  unto  him  1*0  jng  that  thefe  maiignants  would  never  be  quiet,  till,  by 
fay-  pome  means  or  other,  they  had  murdered  Pault  and 
two .h u ndred £fol^  that  he  himfelf  fhould  thereby  be  brought  into  a  ferape, 
dier*  to  go  to  called  two  of  the  centurions,  that  were  under  his  com- 
WfL^rn  threfr  maQd,  and  gave  orders  to  them,  faying.  Go  forthwith, 
for*  and  im,  and  get  ready  yonr  two  hundred  foot  foldiers,  that  they 
aodfjwjrmenFwo  may  march  to  Cefarta  of  Poleftiiu )  and,  together  with 
i^rd  hour  of  the  them,  let  there  be  fevejity  hor fe men,  and  two  hundred 
night.  pikemcn  -y  and  fee  that  they  all  let  out  by  nine  o’clock 

this  evening. 

1*  And  pro-  24  Take  care  bkewife  that  Paul,  the  famous  prifbn- 
tlwy'mjry  fct  er  *n  ^e  cattle,  who  is  to  go  with  you,  be  not  put  to 
fenl  on,  arid  the  fatigue  of  travelling  on  foot,  but  be  accommodated 
hriog&n  ftfeuB-  with  a  proper  beaft  to  ride  upon  *,  and  civilly  treated  ; 

^  and  tharbe  be  guarded  with  all  pcflible  fafety,  and  de¬ 
livered  to  Felix  the  governor  of  Jttdea,  who  reGdcs  at 
,  &farea.  Thus  Providence  ordered  that  public  honour 
(hould  be  paid  to  -this  eminent  fervant  of  Chrift,  even 
in  his  bonds,  as  well  as  that  the  promife  of.!  his  going 
to  Rome  ( vtr .  ti.)  might  be  fulfilled,  in  fpite  of  all 
confpirators  againft  him. 


u  And  he  25  And  while  the  foldiers  were  getting  ready,  the 
diU  mnn'tf  *  ***  ^  bief  captain  wrote  a  letter  of  the  following  purport, 
to  be  fent  along  with  them  ) ' 

irC!atatiatI.y.  CUudiut  Ly/tas ,  military  tribune  at  Jenfalmi 

Cu ,  uat»  the  fends  his  tuoft  humble  and  rdpeftful  Tabulations,  wjfli- 

m°a  m- 

NOT  E.  ’  . 

*  Bra  fit  trwy  either  fignify  only  arc  beafl,  than  w HJ  provided,  for  him  to  -Bike  hU 
(fe  rhe  nqteton  Mitth  xxh  7,  and  sarit  cheta,  or for&cb df  hftfritsd* tVlid^OpOA 
44)  one  being  fafirceot  towry  to  Gfr  as  f&ighr he  tjdfabiit  to  attend  blot  in  bit 
Trhicp  vaj  hut  a ;iant  thirty-five  mile*  journey*-  ' 

jeruJtJcra ;  or  there  might  be  more 
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eernnr 
jaM  ptrtiog. 

af.ThU  ttHJl 

taken  of  the 

tertj  and  QuroU 
m  beeu  hilled 


of  them: 
ftune  I  wtih  *n 
fenny  ,md  rttened 
him,  Juviug  on* 


manner  of  profperity  to  the  moft.  noble  FeEx, 
*”  *  ’  the  proconful  of  Judea,  at  his  court  in  Ctfarea. 

2J  The  . man  who  attends  tbefe  lines,  as  a  priJoncf 
under  guard,  was,  the  day  before  -yefterdaj,  (twr.  to, 
it,  i a.  compared  with  eoap.  xzii.  30O  violently  and 
tumulmoufly  feixed  upon  in  the  temple  by  tbe  Jews  \ 
and  they  were  fo  outrageous  again  ft  http,  that  there  was 
the  utmpft  danger  of  hts  being  murdered  by  them  :  As 
toftW  tiut  he  foon  as  I  heard  of  this,  I  being  in  duty  bound  to  fupprels 
wu*  Reman.  ajj  ,5^  amj  prefers  the  peace  of  the  city,  went  im- 
■  mediately  with -a  number  of  forces  to  quell  the  mob, 
and,  taking  him  under  iqyprote&ion,  delivered  him  out  of 
their  hands  j  and  I  hare  the  greater  plcafure  in  refkdli- 
On  upon  this  feafonahte  refeue,  having  afterwards  learnt 
that  he  is  a  freeman  gf  Rome,  and  therefore  ought  the 
rather  to  be  force ned  from  infill  ts  and  abofes. 
f  * wdd^  liive  28  However,  being  defirons  *)  to  manage 

kaoxaihe  w**h  the  utmoft  impartiality  between  the  Jew  and  the 
wbnvfot*  they  prifoner,  and  to  hear  what  crime  they  had  to  lay  to  hts 
*o»i«d  him,  1  charge,  that  (b  enraged  them  again  ft  him,  I  brought 
him  the. neat  day,  {chap.  xati.  30.)  heforc  their  fvuihe* 
drim,  that  they  might  fairly  examine  him,  and  not 
complain  of  being  bore  down  by  military  power,  to 
prevent  a  legal  procefs  againft  him. 

29  Whom,  as  I  found  by  their  debates,  they  char- 
Kcufod  qvef-  ged- with  violating  feme  points  of  their  law  relating  to 
Jaw*  bat -to  {are  ,e^8*OD3  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  with  preaching  the 
notbiag  hid  iq  doftrine  of  ;a  refurreflion  from  the  dead,  {vcr.  6.) 

hut  1  could  not  perceive  that  they  fo  much  as  pretend¬ 
ed  to  accofe  him  of  any  one-fa£t,  which  by  tbe  Reman 
law,  defer ves  to  be  punifhed  with  death,  or  even  fo 
much  as  with  imprifonment,  or  bonds. 

30  But  (*•)  being  certainly  informed,  after  all  this, 
th.it  a  considerable  number  of. enraged  Jews  had  enter¬ 
ed  into  a  defperate  conspiracy,  and  concerted  meafnres 
to  afialhnate  him,  I  determined,  for  preventing  the  ex- 

ibce,"  and  pvc  eention  of  focb  a  barbarous,  as  well  as  illegal  detign, 
commandment  to  -  *  ‘  “ 

his  a  ecu  let  5  t-fu, 
to  by  before 
tboe  vtut  tbty  bad 
tgiUift 


brought  hiinlbith 
into  th tfir  council: 


*9 


Whom  ! 
to  U 


hifcliifg 
of  death 
bonds. 


:  worthy 
jar  of 


30  And  when 
it  wn  told  rotj 
howthit  ilic  Jew* 

Jairl  wlit  fnv  tht 
m>it ,  I  fort 
ffrnghrvAT  to 


to  fend  him  away,  immediately,  as  I  now  do,  to  your 
Eicellency  *  ;  and  that  the  Jews  may  have  no  pretence 
of  opprriEon,  or  grievance,  I  have  ordered  his  prosecu¬ 
tors  to  go  with  their  witnefles,  and  offer  what  they  have 
to  objett  againft  him,  before  your  Excellency,  that  you, 
upon  hearing  both  tides,  may  judge  of  the  merits  of 

the 

N  0  T  E. 

*  Ijfu  made  a  fair  irprcfcntation  of  die  by  fcourj-ng,  thup.  xtl.  a,,  ire.  bur  hi*  re- 
ftatc  of  Paters  cafe ;  only,  as  he,w»  out  o*  JfcrtioD  on  e!ivs  might  be  ::n  injure  men:  rn 
tii*sd  to  aceufe  himftft,  he  conceded  his  own  his  writing  ;tc  citt  e  tenderly  abot «  the  pri*. 
ftllc  rtep,  in  oiderliig  bun  to  be  ciamincd  fcaer. 


3T  Then  the 
fathers ,  at  it 
vat  commanded 
them,  took  Paul, 
add  brought  him 
by  night  to  Ad- 
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ajjaioftliim.  lire  the  caufc,  and  give  feotence  upon  it  according  to  lav. 
May  all  health  and  happiness  attend  you  I 

31  Then  the  foldiers,  in  obedience  to  their  orders, 
let  out  with  the  letter,  and,  taking  Paul  into  their  cus¬ 
tody,  conduced  him  in  the  night,  to  prevent  an  infur- 
reftion,  as  far  as  Antipat  rii,  a  city  which,  being 
built  by  Herod  the  gr#jf,w»s  £6  called  in  honour  of  hi* 
father,  whole  name  was  Antipater ,  and  lay  feveoceen 
or  eighteen  mile*  from  JetuJalemy  about  half  way  to 
Cefarea . 

32  On  the  morrow,  leaving  him  to  the  care  of  the 

horfemen,  who  were  to  efcort  him  the  reft  of  the  jour¬ 
ney,  the  two  companies  of  foot  foldiers,  and  pikemen, 
apprehending  that  there  was  no  further  danger  of  a 
refene,  returned  to  their  rcfpe&ive  polls  at  the  tower  of 
Antonia.  ■  '  ' 

3^  The  borfe  foldiers  accordingly  proceeded  forward 
with  their  prifoner  >  and  when  they  arrived  at  Gefareat 
they  delivered  die  lettet  which  Ljfias  had  font  by  them 
to  Felix,  the  governor,  and,  together  with  it,- Nought 
Paul  before  him  $  and  fo  refigned  np  their  charge. 

34,  35  And  as  foots  w  Felix  had  perufed  the  letter, 
which  mentioned  Paul  a*  a  citizen  of  Rome,  he  afked 
hint  what  Roman  province  he  belonged  to.  And  be¬ 
ing  told  that  he  was  born  at  Tdrfut  in  Cilicia^  which 
was  under  bis  own  juriCdiftioft,  he,  turning  tO  thjf*apo- 
ftle,  faid,  I  will  give  you  a  faSr  and  thorough,  hearing, 
(fiaitwrs^cti  ■*)  according  to-  the  laws  of  the.  empire,  as 
foon  as  thofe  that  have  aceufed  yens  of  certain  crimes 
(hall  be  likewife  prefent,  as  1' perceive  they  will  be  ere 
long,  that  what  both  panics  have  to  offer  may  be  im¬ 
partially  conlidered.  And  Felix  was  lb  far  wrought  .up* 
on  by -Lxfia**  letter,  as,  in  the  mean-while,  to  IHew 
"Paul  {a  much :  favour,  :as  to  order  him  to  be  confided, 
not  in  the’ common  jail,  but  in  an  apartment  ofith?  pa¬ 
lace,  which  was  built  by  Herod  the  great ,  aod  ln  which 
courts  of  juft icc  were  wont  to  be  held,  and  fo  bore  the 
name  of  Herod’s  judgment- half. 


3 1  On  ehe 
bkhtow  they  Jdt 
the  horicncn  to 
g^vjtb  hiitif  and 
■EXUfQOl  (U  the 


jj  WB*ivhea 
t&cy  ante  to  Cc- 
i&rca  t*nd  driivt  t~ 
<4  the  epifllc  to 

t  htgW V  t  r  DOtfPTt* 

fented  P»i  «at fo 
tffort  hem, 

34  Ac4  vh«D 
ibe  govaaof  htd 
nut  xm  Uite r,  he 
uked  of  whit 
prorime#  he  ws*, 
*An &  when  he  un- 
4crftaod  that  he 

of  Cilicia; 

35  1  hear 
ihfr,  £mk  he , 
when  thine  acco* 
Euimhbcoint. 
Jin d  Uc  com¬ 
manded  him  to 
be  kept  in  Hc- 
•tmT*  judgmoiit- 


RECOLLECTIONS,  : 

How  dchrable  is  it  to  be  kbit  to  appeal  to  God;  that,  we  have  livedln  all  good 
confcieuct  before  btm;  and  bow  unrighteous  i&it  toabtrfe  an  honeft  kaan  tor 
profit  fling*  that,  according  to  bis  light,  hcha*  done  fo !  Eat  He,  who  kno  ws 
the  hearty  will  vindicate  the  caiifc  of  his  faithful  ferratits  to  the  confufion  of  their 
eaem  its,  be  theif  ebaraften  ever  fo  great  apd  yenerabte  among  men,  i  lowever, 
fo  ordinary jpafef,  we  are  im£  to  fpeak  evil  <if  thole  that. are  Iedowii  to  bc.fy  jti 
authority  over  ttt ;  and  when  they  call  nq  to  an  dccOunu  1  how  much  wifcr  aod 
better  U  it,  to  divide  their  counfids,  thaareviktheir  perfops,  aod  tpjib  tn^  by 
xnamtainmg  atiy  important  article  of  feitb,  like  that  of  the  refurreflioji  of  the 
which  was  owned  by  the  Phar'tfees  thnqfclyci,  though  deofrd  by  thfc  Sad' 

'  *  A*tr-+t  I 
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duetts  !  If  finch  a  pradentmethod  pf  ftlf-prdhrvatfon,  and  openly  avowing  any 
troth  of  the  gofpd,  (hou)d  enrage  fosse  jgamft  u s,  God  may  torn  u  into  a  menus 
of  making  others,  even  of  hii  TO  our  enemies  to  Hand  up  for  us ;  and  if  by  tfcol 
meant  tumult*  fhouW  rife  fo  higb  to  quarrels  about  iw*  as  to  threaten  immediate 
jdcatb  to.ourfrlvcs  ;  yet  be,  yrbo  hiu  appointed  civil  government  for  our  protec¬ 
tion,  while  we  are  follower*  of  that  which  is  good,  and  has  all  hearts  in  his 
hands,  can  fpirit  fccolar  powers  to  mterpofe,  according  to  thcir-duty*  for  our 
frfety,  and  can  eafiijr  overrule  the  moft  dangerous  circumstances  for  giving  us 
favour  in  tbeir  ■  And  why  fhottld  we  be  afraid,  if  the  Lord  jtfus  himfclf 
will  Hand  by  us  for  our  prefect  fupport  and  comfort,  and  for  further  preserva¬ 
tion  to  fulfil  fiich  fervices,  as  he  haa  laid  out  for  us  ?  His  promises  ihall  certain¬ 
ly  he  performed  by  proper  and  appointed  means,  maugre  all  attempts  to  defeat 
them*  But  how  desperately  wicked  and  malignant  mutt  thofc  wretches  be,  that, 
contrary  to.the  law  of  nature,  and  of  all  nations,  would  ;murder  tbe  man  whom 
they  cannot  convict  in  a  legal  way,  and  who  defems  the  beft  regards  !  No  ptt- 
tenets  of  religion  can  ever  fanftify  fpeh  a  immftrou?  villainy ,  But  what  a  watch¬ 
ful  i  ye  has  the  providence  Of  God  upon  all  their  feertt  plots  and  coufpiracies,  to 
difeoter  and  blaft  them'  in  favour  of  thofc  whofe  lives  and- Services  are  dear  to 
him  l  And  what  a  dreadful  fnart  do  fitch  blind  and  mad  zealots  lay  for  tbeir  own 
fouls,  who  bind  themfelves  under  a  curfe  to  work  the  worft  of  iniquities  !  They 
do  uut  con  fide  r  how  God  cao  difappornt  them,  and  that,  whether  they  fucceed 
in  their  impious  defigns,  or  not,  be  will  avenge  tbeir  wickeduefs  on  their  own 
beads,  and  tun*  all  the  mifehief  they  intended,  to  tbe  good  of  his  fervants,  and 
to  tbeir  further  ufefulnris  in  the  world. 


CHAP-  XXIV* 

Tertullus,  tbe  orator *  comer  to  Caefarea,  and  accufet  Paul  to  Felix  of 
f edition*  herejy*  and  propbaning  the  temple*  i, — 9,  Paul  chart 

himftf  of  thofc  charger y  and  defends  bis  behaviour  and  doStrine*  10, 
21.  Felix  defers  the  dectfon  ifthe  caufe*  and  gives  tbe  apoflle  more 
liberty  than  before ,  22*  23*  Paul  preaches  Chrijl  to  him*  wbo 
trembles*  and  yet  detains  bis  prifoner  in  hopes  of  a  bribe  to  free  bins* 
24,-26.  Andt  after  two  years*  being  turned  out  of  bis  office *  be 
leaves  Paula  prifoner ,  ii/fFeAns  fucceedi  to  the  government*  27* 


Tut.  Paraphrase, 

a  nd,  after  Tt'IYE  days  after  Paul's  being  firft  feized  in  th*  tem- 
w  thiligh  .  Plc  *>  (chah  «?•  J7‘)  Manias,  the  high-prieft,  be- 

ddeended  with  ing  ib  full  of  malice  aijainft  him,  as  to  target  tbe  dig- 
the  elrtcri,  and  n;ty  0f  his  own  chara£tar,  went  down  in  .all  hade  from 
rrtwnmd'iv  Jtrufd™  t0  with  fevcral  other  members  of  the 

tillu*,  who  in-  fauhedrim;  and  they  carried  along  with  them  a  certain 
formed  ibe  »•  learned  and  attful  counfellor,  Tertullus  by  name,  who 
vww  apmft  w#^  weif  aCqUainted  with  the  Roman  laws  and  language, 
*“  ’  to  be  their  advocate :  Thefe  (■*«»•«  ««'«»?«»)  appearing  in 

a  body  before  Fflix  the  governor,  to  give  the  greater 
weight  to  their  caufe,opened  their  complaints  againit  Paul. 

a,  3  And 


NOTE. 

TThefcJFv*  JtfMfcem  to  be  reckoned  frmn  h^l  fpenl  about  /nwdays  there*  when  the 
fhe  rime  of  Pi*o/s  being  firfi  apprehended  in  Jr'vs  firizvd  bin,  ditp,  xxk  ir  w* 
ibc  temple :  For  he  iwys,  tcf,  it*  it  wji  but  'jive  day*  to  theft:,  they  mate  up  twttvu 
Aikc  he  went  to  Jtnrfkkm  t  aud  as  lie 
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i  And  when 
ht  w*J  tailed 


2,  3  And  when  he  was  called  to  the  bar  the  Reman 
fofthT^crmiim  orator>  like  0116  that  pleaded  only  for  pay,  began  his 
began  to  acenfie  fpeecb,  in  the  name  of  the  high-prieft  and  council, 
*“"»  f»yi“S>  Sot-  -with  the  moft  fulfomc  flatteries  of  the  governor,  in  di* 
m^oy  great  contradifiion  to  his  known  chara&cr,  to  bias  him  in 
Quietncfe ,  ud  their  favour ;  and  with  falfe  exaggerating  charges  a» 
tV»  Ttry  worthy  gainft  the  prifoner,  to  fix  an  odium  upon  him,  faying, 
eatotklTiiwfon)  We  of  the  Jcvi\ft>  nation,  whole  caufe  I  am  come  to 
by  thy  prori’  plead,  haring  enjoyed  a  great  deal  of  peace  and  liberty, 

*"'we accent '  tr*n<l,,'^ry  an<*  p»°fperity,  under  your  happy  admini- 
■Iwayf. « odiI?l£  ftration  *,  and  many  eminent  a£ls  of  juftice  and  good- 
plates,  moft  no-  nefs  having  been  performed  towards  our  people  by  your 
a^ttakfalAefr^  great  penetration  and  forefight,  (*»w«  wp-m)  pru¬ 
dent  care  and  management,  n\ou  worthy  and  excellent 
Feiix  j  we  conftaiuiy,  and  every  where,  on  all  occafi- 
ons,  receive  and  refteQ  upon  thefe  tokens  of  your  wit 
dom,  equity,  and  favour,  witf)  the  utmoft  gratitude 
and  acknowledgment,  and  are  thereby  encouraged  to  ex¬ 
pert  the  juftice  we  are  come  to  demand  againft  the 
criminal  now  brought  before  you. 

4  But  (*;)  that  I  may  not  take  up  too  much  of  your 
time,  nor  trefpafs  upon  your  patience,  and  upon  your 

fpray  dtethat  modc^^  by  expiating  on  your  noble  virtues,  I  humbly 
thou  woutdcA  and  earneftly  befeech  your  Excellency,  that,  in  yonr 
bw  us  of  thy  great  lenity  and  candour,  you  would  plcafe  to  attend  to, 
and  confider  what  we  have  to  offer  again  ft  the  prifoner, 
which  we  (ball  fum  up  as  briefly  as  polBble,  and  in 
which  I  doubt  not  but  we  fhalt  prove  bim  guilty  of  high 
crimes  and  mirdemeanors,  in  attempts  to  deftroy  the 
rites  of  the  Jrwst  and  to  difturb  the  public  peace,  and 
fubvert  the  civil  government. 

5  For,  by  fad  experience,  we  have  often  found  this 
infamous  man,  who  now  Hands  arraigned  at  your  bar, 
to  be  a  moft  pernicious  fellow,  Spreading  infection, 

like  the  plague,  all  around  him  ;  He.  even  io- 
fufes  (editions  principles,  and  ftirs  up  riots  andrebeUi- 
ons  among  a)l  our  countrymen,  the  jVivr,  wherever  he 
goes,  and  can  meet  with  them,  through  every  part  of 
the  Reman  empire;  and  is  the  firfi  broacher,  grand,  i* 
better,  and  promoter,  of  the  peftilenf  hejxfy 
of  the  Nazartnejy  an  upftart  fc£i,  as  injurious  to  the 

ftxte 

H  O  T  E. 

_  4  Though  Ftfii  bad  beta  the  means  ef  de-  Jonathan  their  high-prfeft,  for  inveighing  *- 
livcring  toe  coon  fry  from  fot  thieves  and  eamfttbe  tyranny  of  lm  govei  nment;  and 
iutpoftors,  yet  ancient  hiftorunr,  both  Jrsn  uoed  ndahewully  V|tb  Dr tfilUt  who  left  her 
and  Rretbent  agree,  that  be  nt  a  very  wicL-  own.  hatband  to  marry  him,  at  eoramentn* 
ed.  Cruel,  and  coretoo*  min  j  wa*  guilcy  Of  tor*  have  generally  obfttved  from.  Jrjrfboi, 
neat  injnftke  and  oppreffion  toward  the  etrif.  Kb.  tx.  op  f,  thief  Am  iuhtiif. 
Jrvr ;  had  tafify  preened  the  insider  of  Uh.  g.  cap.  f. 


4  Notwitb- 
Aanding,  that  I 
he  not  '  farther 


dnwmy  I  few 


word*. 


t  For  wr  hive 
found  this  mu  a 
peftilent  fellow, 
and  *  mover  of 
Tfditinn  -  among 
4U  tho  .Jew* 
throughout  the 
world,  in  da  ring¬ 
leader  Df  the  fe£t 
of  the  Naiarenu: 


Ch.  utv» 
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ftate  *  as  to  our  church  ;  it  having  talcc  n  its  rife  from 


tf  Who  alfo 
hub  gone  about 
10  profane  the 
the  temple;  whom 
we  look ,  and 
would  have j mig- 
cd  according  u> 
our  Uw, 


7  But  the  chief 
raptara  Lyfiu 
came  (np(Hi 
and  with  ftTftt 
Violence  look  him 

away  out  of  «jf 
load*. 


ft  Cnornianding 
hit  icarTcrt  to 
come  uoio  thee : 
by  examining  of 
whom  *  thjfelf 
nwyefi  take 
knowledge  of  nil 
theft  things 

whereof  we  ac- 
cute  him. 


9  And  the  Jew* 
ajjo  ifloued,  taf- 
iug, 


one  ///i/j  of  Nazareth^  who*  we  all  know,  was  cruci¬ 
fied  at  Jtrvfat&n  by  the  Roman  power*  not  thirty  year# 
ago*  for  bis  notorioull?  fed i do  as  principles  and  pra&i-* 
cest  and  for  fating  himfelf  up  as  king  of  the  Jrwsf  ia 
oppofition  to  Ctfar*  t  (See  John  xix*  12* — 16 .) 

6  llie  prifontr  has  likewife  been  lb  daring  and  im¬ 
pious,  as  to  do  what  in  him  lay  to  defile  our  facred  tem¬ 
ple,  by  bringing  uncircumcifed  Gentiles  into  it*  {chap* 
xxi.  28*  29,)  ;  for  which  reafon  we*  impatient  offuch  an 
abominable  affront  to  our  God*  and  to  his  boufe*  ap¬ 
prehended  him*  with  a  deftgn  of  bringing  him  to  juf-» 
rice*  and  were  going  to  try  and  judge  him  in  an  impar¬ 
tial  manner*  according  to  our  law*  which  is  rhe  rule  of 
our  religion*  and  which*  by  the  favour  of  the  govern¬ 
ment*  we  are  allowed  to  obferve*  and. to  fupport,  a- 
gain (l  all  that  would  profanely  violate  its  holy  infti-* 
tut  ions* 

7  IJut  before  we  could  enter  upon  a  judicial  procefs* 
LyfiaSy  rhe  military  tribune*  who  has  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  of  the  giirrifoQ  at  Jtrufalemp  rufhed  in  upon  us* 
with  a  party  of  foldiers,  at  unawares*  and  wrefied  this 
criminal  out  of  our  hands*  in  an  arbitrary  manner*  and 
by  main  force*  and  would  not  fufier  u$  to  profecute  him- 
in  our  own  court*  but  referred  us  to  your  tribuaal,  to 
which  he  fent  him* 

8  In  coufequence  of  this*  he  laid  a  difficulty  and 
hardlhipupon  the  witnefles  againft  this  man*  by  order¬ 
ing  them  to  undergo  the  fatigue*  expence*  and  incon¬ 
venience  of  a  long  journey  hither*  to  bring  their  alliga¬ 
tions  againft  bim  before  your  Excellency,  who*  by  hear¬ 
ing  their  evidence*  and  ex j mining  him  upon  it*  may 
now  eafily  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  ciufe*  and  be 
thoroughly  Satisfied  about  the  truth  of  a|]  the  particu¬ 
lars  that  we  have  charged  him  with*  Thus  impetuous¬ 
ly  and  confidently  did  Tcrtulius  aJTert,  and  exaggerate 
every  thing  that  might  make  againft  PauL 

L  9  And  though  the  moll  invidious  fdfehoods  ran 
-through  all  this  oratorical  harangue;  yer*  to  add  the 
greater  credit  to  it*  and  the  more  deeply  to  imprefs  the 
governor’s  mind*  Ananias  the  bigh-priell,  and  the  el¬ 
ders  of  the  Jews  then  prcfent,  (wr.  1.)  readily  con¬ 
curred 

T  Ev 

miijg  cocld  better  full  his  artfid  defign  of  ex- 
afpeming  Ft £x  againft  P e**\  or  of  indo 
bimf  »  a  EtmtM  magiftralc*  to  deal  bf  atm 
11  P'tldUa id  dgoc  by  JWii*  Ids  Lori 
Jtf  after* 


N  O 

»  Tt  U 1  tittle  Orange  to  me,  that  no  ex* 
pofitor,  asf M  u  l  And,  ukc*  notice  of  the 
i.jfmuilion  that  TtriulUx  f«nw  to  have  gU 
veiijflHhoojh  the  left  of  the  Afaurrar  were 

carmtes  N  At  <ra®eot ;  fine*  n&* 


28  6 

iitfk  That  thcfe 
things  vat  To* 

to  Then  Paul* 
mftrr  th*i  the  50- 
*  vernur  h*4  beck* 
ened  turn*  him  tt> 
fpcalt,  ■nfwrctl, 
Fonfrouch  w  I 
know  thu  thou 
hiA  been  of  ma- 
Bf  year*  a  judge 
Unto  th*i  nation, 
I  do  the  more 
cheerfully  anfwcr 
for  myfclf : 


ti  ttrtaofjt  that 
thoa  nuiydt  un* 
dcrflami  that 
there  ait  yet  hot 
tvchc<iay$  Gn« 
I  went  tip  to  Je- 
mftlcm  Cor  10 
vorfllip- 


n  And  they 
neither  f 00 rtd  me 
in  the  temple  dif* 
pniinfL  vith  any 
Am,  neither  rai* 
Cog  up  rhe  peo¬ 
ple,  neither  tn  the 

iynagogues,  nor 
in  the  city  a 
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carred  in  fignifying  their  confent  and  approbation ;  and 
made  no  Temple  of  roundly  affirming,  that  all  the  fads 
-were  certainly  true,  as  TsrtuUui  had  reprefented  them. 

10  Then  as,  according  to  the  Roma s  law,  and  even 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  both  parties  were  to  he 
heard  before  judgment  ibould  be  given,  the  governor 
intimated  to  Pault  that  now  was  his  time  to  fpcak  >  and 
that  be  bad  free  liberty  to  make  his  defence  :  Hereu¬ 
pon  the  apoftle,  with  admirable  addrels  and  prefence 
of  mind,  and  with  as  much  prudent  refpeft  to  his  judge 
as  was  confident  with  truth  and  honefty,  replied,  lo- 
afmuch  as  I  well  know  that  your  Excellency  has  heen 
for  fcveral  years  in  the  high  and  honourable  ftation  of 
a  ruler  over  the  IfraeUtiJb  nation,  and  To  cannot  he 
a  itranger  to  the  religious  rites  .and  cuftoms,  temper 
ami  fpirit,  feds  and  parties,  that  vilibly  appear  among 
that  people,  I,  with  the  greater  pleafure  and  freedom  of 
mind,  plead  my  caufe  before  you,  who  are  fo  welt  qua¬ 
lified  to  judge  of  the  improbability  of  fome  fads  al- 
Jcdged  againft  me,  and  will  pleafe  to  make  all  due  al¬ 
lowances  in  my  favour,  for  the  warmth  and  prejudi¬ 
ces  with  which  my  adverfaries  have  brought  their  ac* 
cu  fat  ions  againft  me. 

1 1  For  as  to  that  pait  of  the  charge  which  relates' 
to  f edition t  (wr.  e.)  you  may  be  abundantly  allured 
from  many  witnefles,  and  your  own  knowledge  of  the 
times  of  their  feftivals  may  induce  you  to  believe,  that 
it  is  now  no  more  than  twelve  days  fiqce  I  came  up 
from  diftant  countries  to  Jertifafm,  to  perform  the 
religious  fervices  at  the  fcaft  of^ Pentecojiy  that  are 
conformable  to  the  Jewtfb  law,  and  thereby  to  teftify 
my  brotherly  love  to  thofc  that  are  molt  zealous  for 
them. 

12,  13  And  during  the  fix  or  feven  days,  at  moft, 
of  my  being  there  before  my  confinement,  (fee  the 
note  on  ver.  i.)  though  I  daily  frequented  the  temple  for 
religious  worihip,  which,  as  a  Jev>t  I  had  a  right  to 
do,  as  well  as  any  of  my  accufers  ;  yet  I  am  bold  to  a* 
ver  to  your  Excellency,  in  the  prefence  ©{  them  all,  that 
it  was  in  the  mod  peaceable  and  orderly  manner  j  and 
that  they  did  not  fo  milch  as  once  find  roe  there,  ei¬ 
ther  conmdi&jng  and  oppofing,  or  contending  and 
quarrelling  with,  any  one  whatsoever,  about  points  of 
religion  or  government,  or  ever  making  the  leaft  at¬ 
tempt  to  fpirit  up  the  people  to  tumults  or  infurredfioas 
of  any  kind  $  no,  nor  did  they,  all  that  while,  ever 
catch  me  at  pra&ifing  upon  the  people,  to  prejudice 
them  agliaft  their  civil  orecclcfiaftical  rulers,  iu  any 

of 
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i3  Nrtber«»o  0f  their  other. places  of  warfhip,  fuch  as  the  fyoa- 
thty  pOTe  ^be  gogaes>  where. they  ordinarily  meet  to  bear  their  lawn 
riicroow  atcofe  read  and  expounded  j  or  in  any  part  of  that  famous  and 
populous  city :  Nor,  wefe  thefe  mine  accufers  put  to 
it,  could  any  of  them  prove  fo  much  as  one  of  the 
crimes  with  which  they  have  fo  boldly  and  perempnv 
rily  charged  me, 

*4  »  w  hrrefy,  {ver.  5.)  which  they  accnfe- 

thu,  after  the  me  of,  and  are  plcaied  to  tnfinuate  is  of  dangerous  corn¬ 
er  which  they  fequenct,  both  to  religion  and  the  civil  government,  I 
vorihipTteOad  ftwlyw".  Sir,  *B  you'  pretence,  and  before  them  all, 
•f  my  father*,  be-  that  in  the  way,  which  they  have  unjufUy  fti^marized 
faring  alt  thisg*  with  that  infamous  brand,  I  do  pay  all  religion-  homage 
teth^fa^dthe  to  th®  only  Bv™P  40(1  trae  God,  even  the  God  of  all 
prophets : .  my  pious  anceilors,  whom  he  took  into  covenant  with 
hiuiielf ;  and  1  am  induced  ro  take  this  God  of-my  fa¬ 
thers  for  my  God,  and  thus  folemnly  ro  worlhip  him  ; 
becaufe  I  firmly  believe  the  divine  authority  of  all  tbofe 
do&rines,  and  the  fore  accomplifhmem  of  all  thofe 
gracious  pro  mi  fee  and  predictions,  that  are  contained 
in  the  antient  and  vencrahle  writings  of  MfeSy  and 
the  fucceeding  prophets,  which  not  only  I,  but  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  JruiSy  profefs  to  receive,  as  the  infpired 
oracles  of  God. 

ts  And  hnn  15  And  a$  I  preach  none  other  things  than  thole 
Cod  whfcbthet  w^'c^  Mofet  and  the  prophets  did  fay  fhould  come, 
tHeiDleJfCf  aUb  (chap*  xxvi.  12.)  fo  God  having  fulfilled'  his  great  pro- 
oiiow,  that  there  mife  made  to  the  fathers,  ro  us  their  children,  by  the 
wMoIT  "f^he  com‘D8  the  Mefliah,  I  have,  and  profefs  to  have,  an 
jnH  both  of  the  entire  dependence  on  the  word  and  power  of  God,  and 
]ull  md  uninit  a  joyful  expeQation  from  him,  through  the  rifen  Savi¬ 
our,  with  rdpe£f  to  a  fundamental  article  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  which  is  likewife,  in  part  at  leaft,  confenced 
to,  and  approved  of  by,  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jevr 
themfelves,  the  Sadducees  excepted,  viz.  That,  at  the 
Jail  day,  there  will  be  an  univerfal  relurreftion  of  the 
bodies  of  the  dead  *,  both  of  the  righteous  to  everlaft* 
iog  life,  and  of  the  wicked  to  everlaliing  (hame  and 
contempt,  as  was  antiently  prophefted,  [Dan.  xii,  2.) 
and  was  afterwards  confirmed,  {John  v.  28,  29.)  by  that 
Jefus  of  N*zafttb%  whom  I  preach,  not  as  a  temporal 
prince,  hut  as  the  once  crucified,  and  now  living  Re- 
'  -  deemer,  by  whofe  merit  and  energy,  and  after  whofc 

example,  all,  that  fincerely  believe  in  him,  fliall  be 
raifed  to  immortal  glory. 

1 6  And 

NOTE. 

*  Tif  map,  fays  Dr  TVHlbj  on  this  plan,  fiat,  reilnined  the  reforreefiton  to  the  jaff, 
ncrcferily  ro  be  added  ;  becanfe  th«  condemning  rh<?  anjut}  ro  perpetual lotruu^S 
dsftriiKof  the  Fiartfectp  according  ro  Jcfr-  wiihgut  any  refiuToOiva. 
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id  And  herrin 
do  I  citerciic  my* 
k\tt  to  b4VC  d- 
vayi  lOflxifcvncc 
Told  of  o  (Tenet  to¬ 
ward  Ggdt  ud 
toward  tacit* 


IT  Now  liter 
■uuy  jan  I 
csroe  to  brio; 
ilou  to  my  Da* 
IBM,  and  offer- 
jagk 


r8  ^Thereupon 
certain  Jews  from 
Afo  found  roc 
purified  in  the 
temple*  neither 
with  maltimde, 
woe  with  hUDttlt, 


tf  Who  ought 
to  bm  been  here 
before  thee,  end 
objed,  if  they 
•  1  hid 


1 6  And  for  this  caufe  *,  in  view  and  profpeQ  of  thin 
folemn  and  important  day,  I  myfelf,  as  I  told  the  great 
council  at  Jervfalem ,  (clap,  Xsiii-  i.)  make  it  the  go* 
veming  care,  ltudy,  and  oufinds  of  my  life  and  mini* 
ftry,  at  all  times,  in  all  things,  and  by  all  means,  un* 
der  divine  influence,  to  maintain  a  faithful  and  peace* 
ful  conference,  as  in  the  light  of  God,  and  with  a  re¬ 
ference  to  the  future  judgment,  free  from  all  allowed 
guile,  and  from  all  jultoccafionsof  inward  fmitings  for 
known  and  wilful  fin,  that  in  my  thoughts,  words,  and 
ways  I  maf  neither  offend  God  nor  do  any  thing  inju¬ 
rious  to  man,  whether  friend  or  enemy,  but  may  be  Jin - 
cere  and  without  offence,  till  the  day  yf  Cbrifi.  {Phil. 
L  10.) 

17  Laftly,  As  to  my  profaning  the  temple,  which  ts, 
with  equal  vehemence,  added  {ver.  6-)  to  the  charge  of 
fedition  and  hetefy.  This  is  as  falfe  as  all  the  reft,  and 
i$  utterly  contrary  to  all  my  behaviour  in  that  holy  place  ; 
the  true  ftate  of  which  is  this:  After  many  years  ab- 
fence  from  Jerufakm ,  I  came  thither  within  left  than 
a  fortnight  ago,  {ver.  ti.)  bringing  along  with  me  cha¬ 
ritable  contributions,  which  1  had  colleQed  among  my 
friends  and  brethren  in  diftant  pans,  for  the  relief  of 
fome  of  my  poor  countrymen,  {Horn.  xv.  2$,  26*)  and 
being  there,  I  began  to  obferve  the  rites  of  purification, 
and  defigned  to  have  offered  the  facrifices  appointed  by 
the  law  of  flStfes,  for  completing  a  religious  vow,  wbicn 
I  had  made.'  {Chap.  xxi.  24,  26.) 

18  While  I  was  thus  performing  the  fervices  belong* 
ing  to  my  vow,  fome  Jews,  that  came  from' the  It ffer 
Apia,  {chap.  xxi.  27.)  and  knew  me  when  1  fojouincd 
in  thofe  parts,  found  me  going  through  the  legal  me¬ 
thods  of  purification  in  the  temple,  with  no  more  than 
four  perfons,  who  were  JfraeUtes ,  and  attended  me  to 
difeharge  like  obligations,  which  lay  upon  them,  ( chap • 
xxi.  23,  26.)  not  in  any  riotous  manner,  hot  with  alt 
polfible  quietneis  and  regularity;  only  thefe  AJiatlc 
Jews,  having  before  (eeri  one  Trophimus ,  a  Gentile  con* 
veir  to  Chriftianity,  in  the  city  with  me,  falfely  fuggeft- 
ed  that  I  had  brought  him  into  the  temple,  {chap. 
xxi.  29.)*  fo  n°t  1,  but  they  railed  the  tumult,  and 
defiled  that  holy  place. 

Up  Thefe  verytmen  ought,  »n  all  teafon,  to  have  ap¬ 
peared  before  your  Excellency,  and  to  have  witnefled 
againft  me,  if  they  were  able  to  have  proved  any  crime 

upon 


NOT*. 

•  ftrn  [«*  rvlu)  may  be  rendered  fir  Silt,  Hi.  i,t  and  CoS.  iL  fd  tn  hD  which  pfaen  k 
or/er/Uf  tor^r,  tb«  pwpofiriou  o  being  lame-  reanifeiily  fignKet,  and  hi  the  two  fett  k 
tunes  pvt  tor  its,  is  in  bUtSb,  vi.  ?•  If*.  tnnflated,/<v. 
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h »d ougit  sgilnft  upon  me,  which,  it  is  plain  by  their  abfencc,  they  could 
“*■  not  do ;  and  therefore  nothing  can'  be  depended  upon# 

nor  ought  to  be  admitted  in  a  court  of  judicature,  that 
is  ciamonwfly  obje&ed  againft  me. 

10  Or,  face  they  are  not  here  to  confront  me,  let 
even  thefc  mine  adrerfaries,  that  are  prefeut,  fpcab 
freely,  if  they  can  hoaefUy  fay,  that  they  found  any  in¬ 
jurious  or  unrighteous  fail,  («/*»!**)  made  out  sgainfl 
me,  while  1  ftood  before,  and  was  examined  by,  tbe 
fanbedrim  at  JervfaUm  t  l  challenge  the  worft  of  them 
all  to  prove  any  thing  like  it } 

21  Unlefs  it  were,  as  they  themfelres  could  not  deny, 
for  this  one  declaration,  in  which  I  glory,  and  which, 

Tn  11  j  chcd  in  in*  ^  c*  *  +  % 

inc  among  them,  though  deemed  herefyby  the  Sadduceety  was  avowed  by 
Toothing  t  be  ix-  the  Pbari/tes  in  that  veiy  council,  {chap,  xiii.-ys  8, 
9.}  namely,  that  while  I  ilood  among  them,  I  laid, 
with  an  eamellnds  fuitable  to  the  importance  of  the 
poiot,  I  am  this  day  called  to  an  account,  and  am  to 
be  judged  and  condemned  by  you,  for  my  belief,  ex¬ 
pectation,  and  preaching  the  refurre&ion  of  all  man¬ 
kind  from  the  dead,  in  order  to  the  complete  happineft 
of  the  righteous,  and  puniihment  of  the  wicked,  in  body 
as  well  as  foul,  for  ever, 
at  And  when  22  Now  (*»)  when  Felix  had  given  both  parties  a  full 

Ki'TtaK  t!!!in/’LhC1.d^rred  paffitH  ju<'S“ieflt  «P°«  C»fe, 

perfect  bccaule  he  had  a  more  exact  knowledge  than  they  im*» 


siOrdfc  kt 
thefc  Qmc  btrr 
if  they  hare 
fnnnd  any  ml- 
doing  in  me* 
whib  r  flood  be- 
fore  ihcoonodi  t 


*i  Except  ft  be 
Iprtht;  one  rare, 
ThtT  lerieJfbnd 


/itirAIoq  of  tb« 
dad  I  im  ailed 
in  quriHoa  by 
y  eu  ibit  day. 


way,  be  deferred 
them,  and  fiidt 
When  Ly6u  the 
chicfapciin  tail 
come  down,  l 
will  knoe  the  ut* 
rertnnft  of  your 
muter. 


kooxfadgtof  Arf  gined  him.to  have,  or  than  Lyjiat  had,  of  the  It.itr  of 
•-«-  Chrlfluoity,  and  of  the  orderly  behaviour  of  its  profef- 
fors,  by  means  of  its  early  fettle  men  t  at  Cafarea,  in 
the  cooverfion  of  Cornelius  and  his  friends,  [chap,  x.) 
which  was  followed  with  the  gathering  of  a  church  of 
believers,  and  with  the  refold  ice  of  Philip  the  evnnge- 
lifl  there,  (chap,  xviii,  22.  and  xxt.  8.)  *  and  becaufe 
he  had  a  mind  ro  inform  himfclf  Ititl  more  accurately, 
ahpnt  the  oature  and  tendency  of  its  doctrines,  whe¬ 
ther  they  affeded  the  civil  guvernmenr,  or  not:  Am! 
as  Pan? %  accofers  feemed  to  rcfle£t  on  the  conduct  of 
Lyfias>  as  though  he  had  a&ed  in  a  forcible  and  arbi¬ 
trary  manner,  when  he  refeued  the  prifoner  out  of  their 
hands,  Felix  took  occasion  from  thence  to  put  the  mat¬ 
ter  off,  faying.  When  L'lfias,  the  tribune,  is  come, 
who  ought  to  be  prefeat  to  anfwer  for  him  fell',  1  will 

more 

MOTE. 

*  As  FVJSrV*  a  more  ptrfcft  ks*??-  cd  ity  tbxt  f/eeebap  Jit,  i.  and  xx\l  4-) 

(fi that  Wjr,  («xf  Arrfrt  t a  Jnfi  and  hv  o:h<r?  to  the  farther  informariort  ho 

r rt  cJv)  i*  thought  by  fome  10  relate  to  tthat  wcslrl  ttulca^ur  10  pot  of  u,  l  hjvt 
A  he  already  had  of  the  (fate  of  the  both  fcnfc}  into  Las  pitf  phrdit. 
r*iriftiaii  reltpi^Op  which  Umanifcttly  intend- 

Vol*  IIL  f  T  ■ 
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And  he 
com  funded  a 
Ce:t?urind  to  keep 
and  to  let 
him  haw.  liberty, 
atT<t*Li4l he  should 

f-'irhld  .One  nf 
hit  arq*i ^iutance 
to  minillcr,  or 
tome  umo  him* 


14  And  a^er 

certjin4ayst’*f  tn 
i^lix  wire  with 
hit  wife  DrofilU, 
which  ww  a  Jew 
efi,  hr  ('em  for 
Paul,  end  heard 
him  concerning 
the  frith  iuCluift. 


it  And,  a;  he 
re.ifmicd  nf  righ- 
tvauwwf&,tc  mper- 
«icer 


more  thoroughly  examine  into,  andthen  finally  decide 
the  caufe  ye  have  brought  before  me. 

23  In  the  mean  while,  he  conceived  fo  good  an  0- 
pinion  of  Paul,  that,  committing  him  to  the  cuftody  of 
a  military  officer,  who  had  the  command  of  a  hundred 
foldtere,  he  ordered  this  centurion  not  to  keep  him  in 
clofe  confinement,  but  to  let  him  have  liberty  to  walk 
about,  as  a  prifoner  at  large,  and  not  to  hinder  any  of 
his  friends  and  acquaintance  in  Cafarea,  and  the  parts 
adjacent,  where  there  were  many  Chriflians,  or  any  0- 
thers  of  what  country  fbever,  from  having  free  acceb 
to  converfe  with  him,  or  to  bring  him  money  or  vie* 
tuals,  or  perform  any  office  of  kmdnefs  that  they  had 
a  mind  to  (hew  him. 

24  And,  a  tew  days  afterwards,  Felix  coming  Imu 
the  judgment-hall  with  his  lady,  whofe  name  was  Dru- 
fillit  *t  and  who  was  of  Jeu>ijb  parents,  fent  for  the  a- 
poftle,  and,  together  with  her,  heard  what  he  had  to 
fay  about  the  dodrine  of  Chrift,  and  about  what  his 
followers  were  to  believe  concerning  him,  that  he  might 
judge  whether  it  contained  any  principles,  that  threa¬ 
tened  ditlurhance  to  the  (late,  and  might  gratify  his  own 
and  her  curinfity,  rather  than  that  they  might  be  in- 
ftruQed,  and  led  in  the  way  to  eternal  life,  for  the 
faying  of  their  own  fouls. 

2;  And  as  the  apoftle  knew  the  abominable  vices 
that  were  moft  predominant  in  them,  (fee  the  hole  on 
ver.  2.)  fo  when  he  had  given__a  plain  account  of  the 
moft  peculiar  and  diltinguiftllng  points  of  the  gofpel, 
relating  to  the  perfon  and  mediation,  death,  rcfurrec- 
tion,  and  afeenfion  of  Chrift,  and  the  way  of  falvation 
through  faith  in  him ;  he  not  fearing  the  faces  of  thofe 
great  perfonages,  norcoufuhing  what  might  beft  pleafe 
their  curiofity,  and  fubrerre  his  own  liberty  and  fafety, 
proceeded  to  fuch  a  ferious  and  faithful  application  of 
his  do&rine,  as  might  be  beftfuited,  and,  by  tbeblef- 
fing  of  God,  moft  effr&ual,  to  touch  their confeiences, 
and  convince  them  of  iheir  wickednefe  and  danger,  of 
their  need  of  Chrift,  and  the  impoffibility  of  their  be¬ 
ing  raved,  if  they  perfifted  in  their  evil  courfes;  In 
purfutt  of  this  noble  defign,  Paul  reafoned  with  ftroog 
evidence,  and  a  moving  pathos,  about  the  nature,  ex¬ 
cellence,  and  ueceffity  of  juftice  toward  men,  as  well 

as 


NOTE.  .  ‘ 

*  T)r«fSia  iru,  1  daughter  nt  A-rrif*  FfSx  ecI!  to  Inn  wilh  her,  arntperfoadei  her 
fa.  and  brought  cp  in  die  Je-anje  reJigvm ;  to  fatOU  her  hatband,  Aunt  king  of  E* 
hot  her  virtue  was  far  below  her  banty  t-  Six  ittga,  and  to  be  married  to  himfelf,  though  a 
being  one  of  the  5iesft  wsn  of  that  aje,  P^ti.  £■  Vtioerf,  tift.  tel>  IV,  p.  1 <(• 
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nou,  aodjddg* 
OK»t » to  come, 
hdit  fcmblef. 
udtnfvcnd!  Co 
th^  way  tat  this 
lime  ;  when  I 
Iiivt  4  oonvtDient 
Jcifim  1  wilt  call 
brtb «e* 


iS  He  bopid 
llfo  that  money' 
AtouU  ban  been 
given  hiniofP- of* 
thai  he  might 
looft  him;  where¬ 
fore  be  ftot  for 
him  the  bficittr, 
and  communed 
with  him* 


17  But,  after 
two 


a* religion  toward  God;  and  about  cha (lit y 
and  a  regular  government  of  the  pa  (lion*,  afleflions, 
and  inclination**  in  a  fober  and  lawful  life  of  frnfitive 
enjoyments  ;  as  alfo  about  the  certainty,  flridneft,  and 
(olemairy,  of  a  future  day  of  account,  in  which  all  mult 
appear  before  the  judgment- feat  of  Chrirt,  {2  Cor,  v.  10.) 
and  what  a  terrible  day  that  will  be  to  them,  who,  tho* 
they  have  beard  of  the  Saviour,  {hall  then  be  found  m 
impenitence  and  un belie f*  How  little  foever  DruJtUtt 
might  be  im prefled  by  this  awful  difeourfe,  as  vainly 
tru fling  to  her  JrwiJb  privileges,  under  all  her  wicked* 
neb;  yet,  while  Pojtl  was  delivering  it,  Filix's  <con~ 
fcienc*  was  fo  flruck  and  alarmed,  in  reflection  on  his 
own  guilt,  that,  great  and  haughty  as  he  was,  he  was 
peifcftly  frightened ;  info  much  that  he  trembled  for 
fear  of  God's  wrath  ;  and  yet,  being  dill  in  love  wirh 
bis  fins,  and  dtfirous  to  ftifle  convictions,  and  get  rid 
of  the  teirors  that  attended  them,  he,  inftead  of  In¬ 
quiring  farther  into  the  way  of  deliverance,  or  crying 
out  with  the  trembling  jailor,  What  jbati  I  do  to  bt 
favtdf  ( chap *  xvi.  30.)  difmtflcd  the  apoflle,  faying. 
Withdraw  for  the  prefent,  other  affairs  now  call  me  a- 
way  ;  when  I  have  more  leifure,  and  a  better  opportu¬ 
nity,  I  wilt  fend  for  you  again,  and  bear  what  you  have 
further  to  fay  about  theft  things* 

26  And,  even  at-the  fame  time,  {**«  **')  his  heart 

went  fo  much  after  his  coveto ufnefs,  like  thofe  hypo¬ 
crites  of  old,  (Rztk,  rxsWu  il*)  chat  he  wasliflning  and 
longing  for  an  offer  of  a  bribe  from  Pauly  to  fet  him  at 
liberty  *,  which  he  hoped  a  man  of  his  eminence  ami 
intereff  among  the  Chrifltans  might  iafily  have  pro¬ 
cured  aad  propofed;  therefore  he  the  more  frequently 
took  occafionft  to  fend  for  him,  and  converfe  with  him, 
not  to  hear  any  more  about  the  faith  of  Chrift,  for  his 
uwli  faltauuui  ui  abuui  the  fulcum  fulijctLo  ihat  had 
thrown  him  into  agonizing  pangs  before ;  but  to  fee 
whether  any  thing  might  turn  up  for  making  a  good 
penny  of  his  prifoner* 

ay  But  while  he  was  thus  hoping,  in  vain,  for  a 
good  round  fum  from  Paid,  which  neither  the  npoflle, 
nor  any  of  his  friends  were  fuffeied,  by  providence  f  , 

to 


NOTES. 

*  Ft&x  might  rhs  ruber  hope  for  a  good  fum  for  the  relnfe  of  one,  u*bo  flood  fo 
boon  from  Paul,  confidently  that  he  had  late-  high  in  ihcir  cCtcem*  and  was  To  imporant 
ly  colleftrd  from  the  Ghriftians,  a  large  ftp-  10  them, 

ply  for  the  poorar  JitnMrm,  (ver,  17-)  and  f  Mr  Henrj  oufervet,  that  though  P.nr/ 
that*  perhaps*  the  wtfelc  of  ti  might  nut  be  had  Airh  a  gira  and  gcnavni*  foul,  w?  dif* 
a:  ytt  dlfpofcd  or;  or,  if  It  were,  that  I  he  HjihoI  to  bid  money  to  or  btj;  it  of  the 

£ime  friends*  who  entruflccL  him  with  finrf,  chdirlw*  yet  f/jrr  ought  to  hart  folirittd  the 
both  and  wv*iid  raife  a  contidcrWe  governor,  and  to  Lave  given  him  a  fee,  it 

T  »  that 


Kt  Tbs  Act®  rf  tfe  Apostl tt*paraphraftim  Cb#  nit# 

t0  offcrfor  his  A'{ch arge»  h*  continued  to  keep  him  m 
Tth k  w":'!!]  cuftody*  for  two  yrais  together;  at  the  end  of  which, 
Fdix,  willing  w  /V/jjf,  who  fought  to  pleafe  men  rather  than  God,  was 
rh*,  1  ^CP°^  >  and  Pflrrfw  Fejiut  fucceeded  to  the  govern- 
boulnd^’  *  *  *»ent  of  Cdfarta  in  his  Head :  And  F*tixt  being  defiroos 

to  curry  favour  with  the  Jews*  left  other  wife  they  fhould 
accufc  bim  to  the  emperor  of  his  many  opprcilious  and 
cruelties,  during  his  adrniniftration,  (fee  the  note  on 
2 .}  was  fc  unjuftro  Paul,  as  to  leave  him  Aill  a 
prifoner*  though  he  had  nothing  to  lay  to  his  change* 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

tVith  wliat  drteftabJe  arts  of  Atlfehood,  and  flatter/  of  did  the  high 
prfdl  and  elders  vent  their  fplecn,  in  concurrence  with  TcrtuUui  their  advocate, 
opntaft  the  ^paflle  Pant,  and  the  dpftriuts  of  tbe  gofpcl  J  No  fcrupte  was  made 
of  catling  thdr  own  illegal  and  forious  outrage)  an  attempt  to  judge  mm  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  law;  or  of  catling  Ljyki/sjuft  and  atceflary  in:  er  petition,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  murdering  him,  sod  taking  him  outof  thdr  hands  with  violence  ;  nor  did 
thry  make  any  difficulty  of  fawning  upon  an  infamous  governor,  and  ertdling 
him  to  the  flties,  that  they  might  Tooth  bis  vanity t  and  engage  him  to  patronize 
the  vile  flamlrrs,  which  they  caft  on  one  of  the  btft  of  men,  as  though  he  were 
a  heretic,  a  feditious  fellow,  a  prufancr  of  the  temple,  and  the  wry  peft  of  the 
tnn  h,  What  will  not  fpite  amJ  malice  fay  agAinft  the  faithful  fervants  of  Chrift^atd 
again#  Ms  gofpcl,  to  expofe  them  to  indignation  and  contempt !  But  bow  juft 
and  reafonable  is  it,  that,  with  a  due  deference  to  the  civil  magistrate,  they  vin¬ 
dicate  the rafrlves,  and  their  dodtrine,  front  all  invidious  reproach  ?  And  what 
a  noble  fpirit  do  they  difeover,  when  they  boldly  own  the  truth)  in  the  fecr  of 
all  oppnftlton  and  danger,  efnecially  truth  of  the  greateft  importance,  like  that 
of  an  univcr&l  refiirreftion  of  mankind  from  the  dead,  which  is  matter  of  joyful 
hope  to  the  righteous,  though  of  terror  to  tbe  wicked  1  How  impojflbte  is  it  for 
the  enemies  of  Chnftianity,  to  prove  their  injurious  charges  upon  ft,  or  upon 
t  We  preachers  of  it,  who  are  enabled,  by  divine  grace,  to  keep  a  con  Science 
void  of  offence  toward  God  and  toward  man  !  Even  Fdix  himfrlf,  wicked  as  he 
had  fo  good  an  opinion  of  Paul*  as  to  relax  his  bonds,  from  which  indeed 
he  oiitfht  to  have  been  entirely  releafcd,  inftead  of  being  retained  a  prjfomr  it*  any 
form  whatfoever :  And  when  the  apoftic,  basing  opened  to  him  the  way  of  taith 
in  Chrifl  for  frlvation,  came  dofe  to  his  centime*  tn  reafoning  with  him  about 
righteoufnefs,  temptrancci  and  a  future  judgment,  to  awaken  within  him  a  finfe 
of  his  fin,  of  hi#  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  of  his  obligation*  to  purity  and  holirtefa, 
o$  evrr  he  would  appear  with  fafety  and  comfort  at  tbe  bar  erf  God :  How  did  he 
tremble  for  fear  of  divine  wrath ;  and  vet  how  inefleduat  were  liis  ftroitg  remorfe 
ard  agnnies  of  mind  ;  and  how  Toon  ftifled,  while  they  were  under  the  manage* 
went  of  a  heart  in  love  with  fin,  sod  nut  under  tbe  powerful  and  abiding  influ* 
rwo«  of  the  HoIy  Spirit  !  But  O  how  dangerous  u  it  to  feht  againft  prefent  cem- 
victinns,  and  put  on  the  great  concerns  of  falvalion,  to  feme  other  pretendedly 
nmre  convenient  fcafon,  which  the  firmer,  like  FtUxy  may  never  have  a  heart  to 
f rrk*  or  to  improve  !  And  how  can  it  be  expcAcd  that  he  (bould,  while  be  is 
cultivating  fuch  a  friendihip  of  this  world,  u  as  enmity  to  God* 

O  H  A  P, 

NOTE-  . 

that  were  nenffiryv  to  engine  him  to  do  jnf-  den  nr  tn  their  not  doing  it,  as  Ptfaf*  bonds 
tve  in  Part  in  fating  him  at  liberty*  mher  were  to  be  for  tbe  ftmherance  of  tbe  gofpeL 
than  let  fitch  on  eminent  and  uftfnt  men  lye  And  we  may  add,  that  ttih  was  to  be  one 
Inajdl.  when  a  little  money  would  have  means  of  hi*  tidrtg  fcnrto.fon*,  to  bear  wii- 
Inched  him  oat,  end  retfcored  him  to  bis  of©-  «6  to  Ctirift  there,  accordmjj'  to  the  predic* 
ftakds  tgaio*  Bat,  them  might  be  a  piuvi-  lion,  chip,  wii i.  it. 


Ch.  ztr* 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

Paul  it  again  accujed  Ay  the  Jews  before  Peftot,  i, — 7.  He  vindicates 
iumfelft  and*  toavud  removing  the  caufe  to  Jerufalem,  appeals  to 
Cwfar,  8, — it.  Feftus  tells  the  fury  to  king  Agrippa,  at  whofe  de~ 
jtrg  t9  hear  the  apofile  bimfelf*  be  is  brought  before  him  in  a  grand 
ajfmbly,  13, —  3.  And  Feftus  relates  the  fate  of  Ins  cafe*  in  which 
be  declares  that  6t  found  nothing  done  by.  him  worthy  of  death ,  but 
leaves  him  ft  anfaier  for  bimfelf, \  34*— *27. 


Tixt. 


Paraphrase. 


N MOW  about  three  days  after  Feftus  came  into  the 
come  'into  The  ^  province  of  Judea*  to  enter  upon  the  adrainiftration 
province,  after  of  the  government,  as  proconful  in  the  room  of  Felix* 
Rnded'fmnrCc*  t0°h  311  opportunity  to  go  up  from  Cefarea ,  the  ufu-‘ 
Am  to^rnti-  *1  place  of  the  governors  refidence,  wjerufalem ,  which 
■on.  was  under  his  jurifdittion,  that  he  might  fhew  hirafrlf, 


and  give  proper  orders  about  the  management  of  affairs 
there. 


1  Thoi  the  \  Immediately  upon  bis  arrival  tfcitbrr,  the  high* 
Sh?*ehkfVi  The  Pr‘c®»  *n<* ^ome  principal  members  of  the  Jewifb fan* 

Jews,  informed  hedrim  waited  upon  him  in  a  body,  to  pay  him  their 
iinagainO  Pm!,  compliments;  and  their  hearts  were  Oi  11  fo  lull  of  relU 
■odbcfiMghthim,  |efs  an<j  impatient  malice  againft  Paul,  that,  to  prepof- 
fefs  the  governor's  mind,  they  repreferited  their  quarrel 
with  him  in  a  moft  invidious  and  partial  light,  earneftly 
intreating  him  to  re-ailume  the  conGderacion  of  an  af¬ 
fair,  whiph,  to  their  great  diiatisfatiion,  had  lain  fo. 
long  dormant,  without  being  brought  to  any  iffuc  and  to 
give  judgment  againft  him  as  a  criminal  that  deferred 
to  be  put  to  death,  (ver.  15,  16.} 

1  And  defined  j  And  inftead  of  alking  him  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
ki™°,T  itm^he  C310^*  l>fce  an  upright  judge,  without  favour  or  affec- 
would  fend  for  tion,  they  folicited  him,  with  all  the  arts  of  vile  infinu* 
fci**  1*  jmG.  ,tjon>  f0  fluid  their  friend  againft  Paul,  and  to  order 
in  the  way  tollll  him  to  be  brought  from  Cefarea  to  Jerufa/em*  to  be 
bint  tried  before  him  in  the  pretence  of  the  great  council 

there  :  And  yet,  as  they  might  not  be  able,  even  then, 
to  carry  their  point  againft  him,  while  Feftus  fliould  be 
the  judge,  their  true  defigu  was  only  to  get  an  oppor- 
toniry  for  way- laying,  and  murdering  him  on  the  load  ; 
and  fo  it  was  juft  fuch  another  vilianous  artifice  as  was 
intended  to  have  been  ufed  with  Lyfias ,  in  defiring  to 
have  him  brought  from  [he  caftle  to  their  court.  {Clsap* 
xxiii.  11, — 15.) 

*  Feftu*  4  Bur,  whether  Feftus  fufpetted,  or  had  received  any 
w*  hint  of  their  wiclced  defign;  or  whether  he  thought  the 
requeft  to  be  unreafonable  in  itfelf,  and  derogatory  to 

the 
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■nftmel  ,  that 
Paul  fhouM  i>e 
ke;U  at  Ctfana, 
flfid  lhar  him- 
felt*  woult*  depart 
Jhijiiijr  ihiikcTr 


5  I,ct  them 
thtrrf^rc  frtJ  he, 
which  irm»n£  you 

art  able,  go  down 
with  ix?)  and  ac- 
culeihii  man*  if 
tturt  hf  any 
wicked  neft  In 
him. 


ff  And,  whm 
|rt  had  tarried  a- 
mcag  them  more 
fit  an  len  day*,  he 
urm  down  into 
Cct'<rt>,  ard  the 
Ytxi  day,  firing 
;ti  the  j  idg^snt* 
fealr  command¬ 
ed  RtuI  to  be 
brought. 


j  4ml,  when 
he  was  mmc,  the 
jCttMrhifh  fame 
down  from  Jem- 
Jatan  flood  rfcoml 
*hout,  and  laid 
inany  and  grit* 
van  ;  contain:* 
a^ufl  Paul  , 
vi  Svch  they  could 
Jioi  prove. 


&  While  he  an* 
fwmi  for  hian- 
Crlf,  Hcidicr  a* 
fiinft  the  Uv  of 
the  neither 

the  tem¬ 
ple,  net  y«  a- 
gain  ft 


the  honour  of  his  court  at  Ce/area  ;  or  whatever  might 
be  his  inducement,  God,  in  his  merciful  and  holy  Pro¬ 
vidence,  over-ruled  his  mind  for  defeating  their  confpi- 
racy  ;  and  inclined  him  to  reply,  That  as  he  could  fee 
no  fufficient  caufe  for  taking  fo  extraordinary,  unnecef- 
fary,  and  exceptionable  a  ftep,  as  fending  for  Pant  back 
to  Jem/alem,  he  Ihould  be  kept  in  fafe  cuftody  at  Ceja- 
tea,  till  he  might  be  brought  to  a  fair  trial  there  ;  and 
that. he  btmfclf  would  ioon  go  thither,  and  bring  it  on, 
without  delay. 

5  Therefore,  faid  he,  let  fuch  of  you,  be  they  more 
or  lefs,  as  arc  moil  capable  of  fetting  the  caufc  in  its 
true  light,  and  managing  it  to  the  belt  advantage,  or  of 
giving  any  evidence,  as  witnofles  againft  him  ;  let  any 
fuch  go  down  to  Gcfarta  along  with  me,  and  offer  all 
that  they  can,  in  a  legal  courfe,  to  make  good  their  *c- 
cufations  of  him  ;  and  ye  may  depend  upon  it,  that  I 
will  certainly  grant  you  impartial  juftice  againft  him, 
if  any  thing  capital,  or  in  a  lower  degree  criminal,  (ball 
be  proved  upon  him. 

6  And  when  Fejfus  had  fpent  the  heft  part  of  a  fort¬ 
night  with  them,  and  fettled  his  affairs  at  Jerufalem ,  he 
fet  out  on  his  journey,  and  returned  dire£tly  to  Cefa - 
rea  :  And  as  feveral  principle  men  of  the  jrwi,  that 
were  inveterate  againft  Paul,  went  down  with  the  go¬ 
vernor,  to  carry  on  their  malicious  profccution ;  he  be¬ 
ing  careful  to  detain  them  no  longer  than  needs  mull, 
that  they  might  have  no  occafion  to  complain  of  fur¬ 
ther  delay,  called  a  court  on  the  morrow,  after  bis  ar¬ 
rival  thither,  am!  fitting  as  judge  on  the  bench,  order¬ 
ed  Pant  to  be  brought  to  the  bar,  that  he  might  take 
his  ttial. 

y  And  as  foon  as  the  pHfbner  was  arraigned  in  form, 
the  Je ids  that  came  dowu  from  Jerufalem  on  purpofe 
to  appear  againft  him,  gathered  together  to  (pint  up 
one  another,  and  intimidate  tbc  apcfllc ;  and  as  they 
flood  furrounding  him,  they  with  tbeir  wonted  malice, 
ait,  and  fury,  laid  various  and  heavy  crimes  to  his 
charge,  that  they  might  blacken  him  as  much  aspoflibk, 
though  they  were  not  able  to  fu’pport  it  in  any  one  in- 
fiance,  with  the  leaii  (hew  of  evidence  againft  Mm,  as 
Paul  himfclf  obfcrvei!  ; 

8  'While,  in  his  own  defence,  he  pleaded,  as  he  bail 
before,  in  the  prefence  of  Felix,  [chap*  xxiv.  1 2,  13.) 
faying,  I  have  been  guilty  of  no  offence  againft  the  Jew- 
ijb  law,  as  delivered  by  Ma/ei  ;  nor  of  any  profanation 
of  the  temple  at  Jerufalem j  much  lefs  have  I  been 
guilty  of.  any  feditious  practices,  to  .the  injury,  or  di- 

(tuibance 


P  But  FHftti, 
viUiog  to  do  the 
jevf  a  pJesfort, 
aniwtrtd  F  ^1, 


Jerafdcm  t  and 
there  be  judge  J 
of  thtfe  things 
before  me  ? 
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ii  h.iT  tturbancc  of  the  civil  government,  tinder  the  Roman 
4  tt  emperor,  to  whom  1  have  conftanfly  paid  all  due  alle¬ 
giance,  as  becomes  a  pt&eable  fuhjeit.  I  defy  the  ve¬ 
ry -word  of  mine  enemies  to  prove  any  of  the  things 
of  which  they  have  accused  me, 

9  Neverthelefs,  Fejius  being  ddirout,  juft  upon  his 
acccffion  to  the  government,  to  ingratiate  himfdf  as 
much  as  poffiMc  with  the  Jews,  by  attempting  to  grant 
them  the  favour  x*?1' which  they  had 

t  o  go  op  to  a{^ecj^  {ver,  3.)  replied  to  Paul,  Since  I  am  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the*  nature  of  feveral  articles,  (vcr.  20.)  that 
have  been  mentioned ;  and  (ince  you  are  fo  confident 
of  your  own  innocence.  Are  you  willing  to  return 
bade  ro  JerufaUm,  to  be  tried  there  by  the  Sanhedrim 
in  my  prefence  *,  that  I  may  the  better  judge  of  tkefe 
things,  which  the  Jtvjs  hare  accufcd  you  of,  relating  to 
their  religion  ? 

10  Then  Paul,  finding  himfelf  in  danger  of  being 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  bis  enemies,  who  th>rfled  af¬ 
ter  his  blood  ;  and  being  encouraged,  by  the  vlfson  he 
had  received,  {chap,  JKtii.  11.}  to  run  all  rifles  in  go¬ 
ing  to  Rome,  infilled  on  his  privilege. as  a  Roman  citi¬ 
zen,  faying,  Ittand  arraigned  in  a  court  of  jud:c;ture» 
which  is  held  by  the  comtniflion  of  Nero  our  ftmrdgn, 
who,  as  emperor,  wears  the  honourable  title  of  Cufar  ; 
1  own  the -authority  of  his  government,  and  have  put 
the  iffue  of  my  caufe  upon  it,  that  it  may  be  judged  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  by  which  it  ought 
to  be  decided  ;  nor  is  there  any  occafion  for  my  bein;; 
fem  to  be  tried  by  the  Sanhedrim,  at  Jernfahm,  fince  I 
have  done  no  manner  of  injury  to  the  Jems,  as  your 
lixccllency  may  be  well  fatisfied  from  what  has  uovv 
palled  in  your  nearing. 

1 1  If  indeed  I  do  any  thing  contrary  to  law  and 
aa  offender,  or  juftjee,  (» .“‘y  r*?  «*«»)  let  me  have  a  fair  trial,  and  be 
^7™^  punilhed  according  to  my  defens  •,  and  if  it  (hall  be 

. .  found  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  capital  crime,  I 

fliall  readily  fubmit  to  whatever  death  the  law  appoints 
in  fuch  cafes,  and  freely  own  the  jufticc  of  the  fentcncc 
that  (hall  condemn  me  to  it,  without  troubling  the 
court  with  any  plea  for  refpire  of  judgment;  liut  if 
there  he  no  truth  in  any  one  of  the  accufauorcs  they 
have  brought  againft  me,  as  I  am  furs  there  is  not,  ami 

ad 

NOT  E< 

*  Ilert  fctfUiS  rn  be  a  plain  intimafitm,  that  irntt  of  rhe  Raman  pimiKiT,  upon  hi*  heir- 
whatever  power  ilic  JfJrs  »ov  had  in  «i£  the  evidence  that  wy*  brought  fhc 

r.in/K  if  was  tjimrital  undur  the  direction  prilrr.LT,  as  1  tnnf^rrdbr  of  licit  lifr*.  iwc 
mu!  judgment*  oral  kaft  U'ith  die  coscuv-  ibtc  -an  cliap.  vi* 


to  Then  fitd 
Paul,  I  food  at 
GcUt’s  judgment 
fca(,«hcrcioa]rht 
to  be  judged;  to 
the  jews  have  I 
done  no  wrong, 
at  thou  wejry  wcu 
iiwiurd. 


tf  Tor  U  1  be 


of  death,  1  refuit 
not  to  die;  but  if 
there  be  m  nc 
of  thefe  things 
whereof  theic  ae* 
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cwfc  ni<\  Tin  mail 
tnay  deliver  me 
Unto  thctn>  I 
*ppeil  unto  Cc- 
ftr. 


it  ThenPefluf* 
vJitn  he  h*Jff>n- 
|crrt  d  with  the 

eotincif.  a^hrer- 
Cdt  Hjft  th  nj  flp* 
pealed  tmt-jCefrf? 
unto  Ccjir 
th cm  go. 


And  ifrtr 
#enain  diys  kin* 
A  grip  [Mind  Ber¬ 
nice  eamc  unco 
Ctffarca,  tdliluic 
y  dioi. 


as  fufficiently  appeals  by  this  and  my  former  trial, 
((hap.  x»iv.  10,— ii.)  no  man,  no,  not  the  governor 
himftlf,  who  ought  to  protect  the  injured,  as  well  as 
puniftt  the  guilty,  has  any  right  to  put  me  into  the 
power  of  mine  enemies,  efpecially  after  they  hare  given 
fuch  flagrant  proofs  of  their  malice  again  ft  me.  1 
therefore  claim  my  privilege,  as  a  freeman  of  Rome  % 
and,  -whatever  be  the  confequence,  I  appeal  from  all 
other  courts  to  Cafir's  immediate  tribunal,  that  1  may 
be  judged  by  his  imperial  majefty  himfrif,  («vr.  a  l.) 
choofing  rather  to  be  delivered  into  his  hands  than 
theirs.  (See  the  note  on  chap,  xxvi.  32.) 

12  Then  Fejlus,  having  consulted  (/“** 

with  his  own  Roman  council  *,  whofe  bufmefs  it  was 
to  a fli(f  him  wirh  thrir  advice  in  point*  of  Jaw,  and  it) 

cafes  of  difficulty  and  importance ;  and  thinking  that 
he  could  not  refufe  this  claim  of  privilege,  in  conftft- 
ence  wirh  the  conftjtutioo  of  the  empire,  or  with  ho¬ 
nour  and  fafety  to  himfelf,  and  that,  by  complying 
With  h,  he  fhottld  get  rid  of  a  troubiefome  affair,  with-, 
out  difohliging  the  Jews,  replied,  Well,  have  you 
thought  proper  to  appeal  to  the  emperor's  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  at  Rome  ?  It  (hall  be  according  to 
your  deflre :  To  Cee/ar  you  lhali  be  carried,  that  you 
piay  appear  before  his  Majefty,  and  kqow  his  pleafuic. 
And  fo  all  further  proceedings  being  llopt  for  the  pre¬ 
fen  f,  to  the  disappointment  of  the  apoftle's  enemies, 
who  hoped  for  his  death,  and  of  his  friends,  who  ho¬ 
ped  for  his  liberty,  the  court  broke  up. 

13  But  (A)  fome  time  time  after  this,  Agrippa,  a 
profefled  Jew,  who  was  the  fon  of  Herod  Jgrippa,  and 
was  king  of  large  territories  under  the  Roman  Emper¬ 
or  t ;  he,  together  with  his  own  After  Bernice,  who 
had  likewjfc  been  brought  up  in  the  Jeviijh  religion, 
came  to  C a  fare  a  to  congratulate  Reft  vs  upon  his  accei- 
fion  to  the  government  of  JttdeafinA  to  take  the  di- 

-verfions 


.  „  .  NOTES. 

The  mra  here  ufed  i*  not  (fM-tJguir)  on  Ctat&t  and  iVmt  iuti  this  young  A» 
that,  by  which  the  Ji-wfl  fmbeirin,  or  great  ,ri^,  hi,  fan,  king  of  the  tetrarthy  which 
£nn::r:i,  ««■  con>mon ly  exprefled bat  it  formerly  belonged  to  Philip,  ( fee  Lake  ill.  1 . 
f7u*CnXi.,)  a  word  of  indeterminate  figntfi-  and  the  note  there)  u  alio.' of  Lfj’&uit,  and 
cation  i  And  a*  thcse  ir  nn  likelihood,  that  pap  of  CafiStt,  &v»  And,  by  the  permilliaa 
the  ‘Jrwp,  council  wopld  a  Svifc  Ftjhn  tu  fcqd  of  the  emperor,  he  bad  the  dirrflion  of  the 
Paulin  Kc-m:;  fo  it  ii  Certain  that  the  Koatart  (acred  treafuro,  the  government  .of  the  lem- 
prtlahEli,  Or  governors  of  pi  ovineer,  lod  a  pie,  and  the  right  of  nominating  the  high 
council  of  their  own,  to  coniuit  with  on  pro-  pried,  and  war  himfelf  e  zealous  oblerver  of 
per  msliont,  See  Larintt* s  ereJtijhfj,  J,*.  thp  Jcirijh  religion,  and  10  excellent  piiw, 
*ol.  i  p.  arj,  4re,  of  great  generofity  end  clemency.— -  drraire 

t  Hercd  Atripfat  who  (lew  the  epoflle  was  one  of  the  daughter*  of  Hired  Agrippe ; 
3*-«ter  with  the  (word,  chap.  *«.  *,  »,  ap.  bat  a  lady  of  no  good  chandler.  See  i hid 
peared  to  he  a  z  talent  ‘Job,  and  educated  hit  vnl.  I  p.  ja.,  30,-41,  and  Vtdver/id  h& 
chjJdr.o  in  ihf  Jemfi  religion.  The  qnpet-  vol.  IV.  fag.  *41,  and  . 
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T4  And  vh«d 
they  hid  been 
there  many  <Uys 
Jcfttu  declared 
Pauli  cwft  onto 
the  klogT  fay- 
i«i7,  Ttiew  li  a 
ctr'jio  mio  left 
in  bondt  by  Fe- 
ill : 

15  Abontwhom, 
when  \  wa*  at  Je* 
niU'em,  the  chief 
pricltfrinri  the  cl* 
tier];  of  the  Jewi 
informed  tne,  rtc- 
fu-ing  fw  '  i»nr 
judgment  agjUft 
bin, 

iff  To  whom  1 
inftrtrcd ,  U  is 

tu>t  rbe  nuuncr  of 
the  Ro*n*ni  to 
d'^Uur  dry  man 
to  i\\c^  before  +h*t 
he  Mh;ch  is  ac icu* 
fid  bsveihtdtcu- 
few  lace  to  fate, 
and  have  licence 
to  tnfVer  for 
hinrHf  cencern- 
ing  .he  crime  bid 
ifdiutt  him* 


17  Therefore 
when  they  were 
come  higher  , 
wMiout  any  de¬ 
lay  on  the  mor¬ 
row,  I  fat  on  the 
judgment  ■  leaf* 
snd  I  commanded 
the  mao  to  he 
brought  firth* 

1  S  Agamfl 
whom*  wlicp  the 
aiT n Cers  ihiud  tip* 
they  brought 
no  tie  accurst  ion 
of  fuch  ^hingi  at 
1  fu^pufed : 


Tertians  of  his  court,  ‘and  eftabhfli  a  good  underftand- 
ing  whh  him. 

14  And  as  thefe  royal  perfons  continued  a  contider- 
able  time  at  Cajarea,  F-eJius,  in  free  converfation  one 
day  with  the  It'ng,  related  the  ftate  of  Paul's  cafe  to 
him,  faying,  There  is  a  certain  noted  man,  who  has 
made  a  great  noife  in  the  world,  and  was  taken  up  oa 
occaGon  of  fome  offences  that  he  had  given  to  the  Jews, 
and  whom  Felix,  my  predeceffor,  left  in  cuftody  at  his 
refigning  the  government. 

1 5  When  I  went  to  Jerufalm t,  foon  after  my  com¬ 
ing  into  this  province,  the  prefect  high  pried,  (ver.  a.) 
Together  with  the  chnf  prirfts,  and  f.veral  other  mem- 
hereof  the ‘great  council,  immediately  applied  to  me 
about  this  man,  telling  me  of  various  crimes  which 
they  affirmed  him  to  have  been  guilty  of,  and  carneltiy 
detiring  me  to  fend  for  him  thither,  and  to  pafs  fentencc 
upon  him  out  of  hand,  as  a  capital  offender. 

16  But  having  feen  tit  to  rej-ft  their  propofal  for 
bringing  him  back  to  Jcrufahm,  1  told  them.  That  as 
it  is  utterly  ante  afou  able  in  itfclf,  fo  it  is  direftly  con¬ 
trary  to  the  invariable  and  laudible  cuftoms  and  laws 
of  the  Romans,  to  adjudge  any  man  to  death,  and  (;t«- 
fiyrtiriai  n(  urau.iivj  arbitrarily  give  him  up  to  definition, 
he  he  ever  fo  culpable  merely  uprni  depotitions  on  one 
tide  of  the  queltion,  without  firft  bringing  him  and 
bis  accnfers  together,  and  allowing  him  the  privilege 
of  hearing  what  they  have  to  fay  again!!  him,  and  of 
replying  ro  it,  for  clearing  himfelf  of  the  crimes,  that 
they  lay  to  his  charge  :  And  fo  1  ordered  them  that 
were  moft  able  to  make  any  thing  out  againft  him,  to 
come  down  to  Cx/area^  and  accufe  him  face  to  face, 
that  he  might  have  a  fair  trial,  {ver-  4.  5.) 

17  When  therefore,  in  compliance  with  this  motion, 
feveral  of  them  ram*  down  hither  to  profecute  him  ac¬ 
cording  to  law,  1,  being  defirous  to  detain  them  no 
longer  than  might  be  neerffary,  and  ro  difpatch  the  af¬ 
fair  as  foot]  as  pciffible,  called  a  court  the  very  next  day; 
and  fitting  on  the  bench,  as  judge  of  the  caufe  which 
was  to  be  brought  before  me,  1  fern  commands  to  the 
proper  officers  to  produce  the  pri (oner, 'and  fet  him  at 
the  bar. 

1 8  And  when  his  adverfaries  Good  up  to  accufe  him 
of  the  high  crimes  and  mifriemefhnrs  a  Hedged  ag..inft 
him,  they,  to  my  great  fur  prize,  did  not  mention,  much 
Ids  prove,  any  fuch  things  as  1  imagined  they  intend¬ 
ed,  againft  him  ;  not  did  they  fo  much  as  attempt  to 
fliew  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  any  injuries,  that  pro- 


298 


The  Acts  cf  the  Apostles  paraphrased.  Ch.  m. 


But  had  err- 
tain  qnrllioti^  a- 
gsnnll  him  nfthdr 
o»n  fupdlinunp 
and  of  one  Jrfiu, 
which  waft  dead, 
wbom  Paul  af. 
firmed  to  be  av 
Hve, 


10  And,  be* 
caufe  I  doobted 
of  fudi  manner 
of  qneAtons,  i 
aiked  bim*  vhe- 
tl)#r  he  would  go 
to  Jerofaiem,  and 
(litre  be  judged 
•f  thefc  matter*. 


%t  But,  when 
P^ulKail  appeal 
cd  w  be  reserved 
Unto  (he  hcdtinj 
of  Aug  tiling  I 
rOmma Tided  h:m 
Ji>  be  kept  till  [ 
might  fend  him 
Jo  Cdar. 


11  Then  A' 
grippa  faid  unto 
Felling  i  would 
iKb  heir  rite  man 
myfdf.  To  nw.  r- 
tow  fairl  he,  thou 
kit  hear  liian 


1 3  And  on  the 
morrow  whui  A- 
grippa  wwcofijf, 

■nd  Btruiee,  with 
great  pomp,  and 
was  entered  into 
(he  pUn  of  hear- 
ing»'*:iti  tt*r  chief 
captains, 


perly  fall  under  the  cognizance  of  the  civil  magi  (Irate, 
as  by  their  hideous  outcries  again#  him  I  thought  they 
would. 

19  But  inftead  of  doing  any  thing  like  this,  they 
preffed  him,  with  great  heat  and  paffion,  about  feveral 
points,  that  are  controverted  among  themfelves,  rela¬ 
ting  to  their  own  religious,  or,  as  1  (hould  cait  them, 
fuperjlitious  tenets,  'and  particularly  relating  to  one  Je- 
fus,  who  was  crucified  .and  died  fome  years  ago,  but 
whom  Am/boldly  and  peremptorily  affirmed  to  have  rifen 
again  from  the  dead,  and  to  be  now  alive  in  heaven. 

ao  And  beciufe,  after  ail  that  was  laid  on  both  (ides, 
I  thought  myfelf  an  incompetent  judge  of  fuch  fort  of 
difputahle  quefttons,  and  was  doubtful  in  my  own  mind, 
who  was  in  the  right,  and  whether  an  affair  of  this  na¬ 
ture  might  not  more  properly  belong  to  an  ecclefiafticai, 
than  civil  court  of  judicature  ;  1  therefore  allied  the  pri- 
foner,  whether  he  would  be  willing  to  go  to  Jerufalem, 
and  be  tried  there  in  my  prefence  by  the  Jewijb  Sanhe¬ 
drim,  who  were  better  judges  of  thefe  matters  than  I, 
and  might  give  me  further  light  into  the  merits  of  the 
caufe,  and  fo  enable  me  to  proceed  upon  proper  evi¬ 
dence  in  doing  him  j office. 

21  But  when  Paul,  inftead  of  complying  with  this 
propofat,  refuted  to  be  turned  over  to  that  court,  and 
appealed  to  the  emperor,  whofe  honour  it  is  to  be  llyled 
Avguftus ,  that  he  might  rather  be  detained  for  a  hir¬ 
ing  before  his  Majefty  hlmfelf,  than  before  them  who 
had  ihewn  fo  much  inveteracy  again#  him  ;  1  ordered 
him  to  be  kept  in  fafe  cuftodj,  till  I  might  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  fending  him  to  our  foverrign  Lord  Nero 
at  Rome ;  and,  after  fuch  appeal,  I  could  oat  well  da 
oth  ensile. 

,  .22  Then  king  Agrippa,  who,  being  a  Jew,  could 
not  but  have  heard  much  of  Jcfus,  {chap.  xxvi.  26.) 
faid  to  Fejlui,  I  (hould  be  very  glad  to  fee  this  prifoner, 
and  heqr  from  his  own  mouth  what  he  has  to  fay  in 
vindication  of  himfelf,  and  of  his  do&rine,  that  1  might 
he  capahle  of  forming  fome  judgment  about  them.  To 
which  Fejlus  replied,  With  all  my  heart.  Sir}  You 
-fball,  if  you  pleate,  have  an  opportunity  for  it  to  mor¬ 
row,  when  I  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  favour  me 
with  your  thoughts  about  Jura. 

23  Accordingly,  the  very  next  day,  king  Agrippa, 
and  his  After  Bernice  came,  and  placed  themfelvcs  in 
the  judgment-hall  with  great  magnificence  and  fplen- 
dor,  being  richly  decked  with  glittering .  ornaments, 
and  attended  with  a  large  and  pompons  retinue,  which, 

after 


Cb-  XXV# 

caplins  *  tod 
principal  mtn  of 
i  he  city,  at  Fcflva 
commandment. 
Paid  «tu  brought 
faith* 


at  And  Feflui 

fibJ,  Kin  gAg  rip- 
pi  ^  ;>nd  aU  men 
which  are  here 
prvft.Pi  with  us, 
ye  fx  this  man, 
about  whom  all 
the  multitude  of 
the  Jews  ha^e 
dealt  with  me, 
both  at  Jcrufa- 
lem,  and  alio 
here,  crjriog  that 
he  ought  not  to 
live  any  longer. 


if  But  when  T 
foui id  that  he  bad 
committed  no  - 
thing  worthy  of 
death,  and  that 

he  himfult  luth 
appealed  to  An- 
gufhts,  1  have  de¬ 
termined  to  fend 
Aim. 


16  or  whom  T 
have  no  certain 
thing  to  write 
U  cto  my  lord. 

Where- 
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after  all,  was  bat  mating  a.  vain  fhew,  with  a  hugs 
imagtaauon  or  fancy  of  grandeur,  (>u™ 
that  has  nothing  in  it,  compared  with  the  truly  noble  and  ' 
inward  adorning*  of  knowledge,  virtue,  grace,  and  ho- 
Jinefs,  with,  which  Paul  appeared  in  his  bonds  and  def- 
picablc  garb  t  And,  as  the  defigned  interview  had  ta¬ 
ken  wind,  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  civil 
magiftrates  and  principal  citizens  of  Cafarea,  cro tided 
thither,  not  from  any  defire  of  fpirituai  benefit,  bat  to 
gratify  their  curiolity  in  feeing  and  hearing  what  might 
pab :  When  therefore  (*>)  this  grand  aJTembly  was  ga¬ 
thered  together,  Paul^  by  Feftus  the  governor's  order, 
was  brought  before  them,  according  to  what  Chrift  had 
foretold  his  fervant^rwwVw  concerning  him.(£%op.ix.  1 5.) 

24  And  Feftus  opened  the  occasion  of  their  coming 
together  in  the  following  fpeech  to  them,  faying,  O 
king  Agrippat  and  all  of  you  gentlemen,  that  are  here 
aflcmbled  with  us*,  Ye  fee  this  man,  whoftands  before 

Jon  as  a  prifoner  j  look  at  him,  and  carefully  obferve 
im,  who  has  made  fo  much  nolle  amongft  us,  and 
concerning  whom  abundance  of  the  Jens,  both  at  Je- 
rvjaltmt  and  at  this  city,  have  folicitcd  me,  with 
great  importunity,  («'»«*»»  ***)  to  pafs  fentence  upon 
him,  as  a  capital  offender,  crying  our  with  mighty  ve¬ 
hemence  againft  him,  as  a  man  of  fuch  pernicious  prin¬ 
ciples  and  pra£liccs,  and  as  fuch  a  buiy  promotor  of 
them,  that  it  is  not  fit  for  him  to  live  any  longer  upon 
earth. 

25  But  when,  upon  hearing  both  Tides,  I  really  could 
not  find  him  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  f.tuk,  that  can 
be  deemed  of  a.capitai  nature  or  deferring  of  death  ; 
and  when,  upon  afking  him,  for  fome  fpecial  reafons, 
whether  he  would  confirm  to  go  to  JervfaUm^  and  be 
judged  there  before  me,  he  himfelf  appealed  to  Nero 
our  fovereign,  (ver.  9, — 11.)  who,  in  honour  of  our 
two  Grit  emperors,  Julius  Cafar  and  Augujlus*  is  called 
both  Cafart  [ver.  it.)  and  Jugvjhss,  1  thought  it  oecef- 
fary,  and  have  accordingly  refolved,  to  fend  him  ere 
long  to  Rome. 

26  And  yet,  after  all,  I  am  greatly  at  a  lob  to  know 
what  to  write  to  hi$  Majelty  concerning  him,  3$  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  (late  his  cafe  with  any  exa&nefs,  by  reafon 
cf  the  various  and  confufixl  representations,  that  have 

be  en 

T  E. 

f  1 1  a  v  Qmaat  for  appearing  in  a  meeting  cf 
«  th  r*  nature  :  Ho  did  not  refer  any  thing  to 
"  her  judgment*  or  detire  her  cotuifci*  Hot 
**  ytiu  t!tot  art  prcjhitt  tfai  xrc  (:<j 

the  wo r;U  arc  pUcvd,)  1  delire  ycu  to  lake 
**  cwr.izz&'cz  cf  t!.:s  rr:^v:r,*“ 


O 

*  As  the  verb  is  found  in  the  «s- 

£:stivc  and  impfrative  nioods  I  have  given 
a  v:e*  of  Doth  in  the  panphrafc,  fays 

NCr  Hrtn,  “  fpofce  to  alt  the  mm  (adTTi; 
fi  in  dill  iuftion  from  women,  h' 

M  he  kiciukd  a  urit  reflctUon  upon  3trnUtt 
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'Wberrihrc  I  hive 
brought  litmfonh 
Ufurc  you*  and 
fpcrislty  before 
thre,  O  king  A* 
grippa,  that,  after 
cuminatioit  had, 
)  might  have 
fame  -  whit  to 
write. 


17  For  it  term¬ 
ed)  to  me  tiura- 
faaable  to  tend  ■ 
prifoncr,  end  run 
wuhil  to  Jignify 
the  crimes  Lad  *- 
him. 


been  marje  of  it ;  nor  to  fay,  with  any  certainty,  aga inft 
what  law  of  the  government  he  has  offended :  I  have 
therefore  brought  him  before  this  honourable  aiTembly, 
and  particularly  before  yourfelf,  O  ting  rfgrippa%  who 
are  well  known  to  be  very  expert  in  the  Jtwijb  as  well 
as  Roman  laws,  {chap.  xx?i-  3*)  tbar,  after  further  ex¬ 
amination*  with  calmnefs  and  impartiality*  I  may  be 
favoured  with  your  advice,  about  wbat  may  be  proper 
for  me  to  write  to  his  imperial  majefty  concerning  him* 
27  For,  in  my  apprebenfion,  it  would  be  a  prepos¬ 
terous  and  abfurd  piece  of  conduct  in  me,  and  might 
jultly  be  cenfured  by  the  emperor  himfelf,  were  I  to  (mi 
a  perfon  under  cuftody,  to  oe  tried  before  his  Majrfty 
for  his  life,  and  not  to  give  Tome  account,  at  the  fame 
time,  of  what  fun  of  utimi  ate  laid  tu  hi*  ^haigc. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

So  defperatcly  wicked  is  the  heart  of  man*  in  its  enmity  again  ft  Chrift  and  1  he 
gofpdj  that  neither  length  of  time,  nor  repeated  experience  of  its  vain  attempts 
and  foamefrl  defeats*  can  wear  it  out,  or  fubdue  it,  How  reftltfs  were  the  un- 
UEiering  in  their  endeavours  to  ddlrcy  the  apoftle  Pauli  forpreachinyi 
crucified  and  rifen  Jefus !  They  deftred  an  unrighteous  tentence  to  be  paJTed  up¬ 
on  him*  aa  a  favourto  themfclvcs,  and  even  contrived  to  murder  him,  when  tiny 
found  that  no  legal  procefc  could  reach  his  life.  But  how  did  God,  in  his  provi¬ 
dence,  watch  over  him,  far  his  prdenration  from  iheir  malicious  defigrts!  rtfitu 
refutes  to  fend  for  him  to  JerufaUm^  at  their  requeft,  and  would  try  him  at 
C*efare&%  where  his  enemies  could  prove  nothing  againft  him  ;  and  when,  unt- 
withstanding  this,  the  governor  afterwards,  in  complaifance  to  them,  would 
have  put  this  excellent  and  innocent  Tenant  of  Chrift  into  theie  power,  Patti 
htmfclf,  tinder  divine  direction,  prevents  it,  by  an  appeal  to  Gafin  which  made 
way  for  his  going  to  R and  preaching  the  gofprl  there,  as  the  Lord  Jefus 
had  foretold  he  fhould,  Hut  how  hard  b  the  cafe  of  Chriftiim,  when  they  arc 
forced  to  throw  themfclvet  into  the  hands  of  a  prince,  as  barbarous  and  blood- 
thirty  as  Ntroy  to  efcape  the  fury  of  falfe  pretenders  to  religion  t  Howi-rcr, 
they,  like  the  apoftle,  ought  to  defend  their  integrity  agsinft  imjuft  accufrtivns 
as  well  as  they  c,m;  And  when  dangers  are  other  wife  unavoidable*  bow  juftiti- 
able  and  prudent  is  it  in  them  to  take  fuch  advantages,  as  the*  government  they 
live  under  may  afford  far  their  protection  S  They  may  txpeft  more  equity,  even 
from  a  heathen  judge,  like  Fejius*  than  from  blind  and  envious  zeatou,  like  the 
rulers  of  the  Aa  no  man  ought  to  be  condemned  for  any  crime,  till  he 

and  his  accuftrs  are  brought  face  to  face,  that  be  may  anfwer  far  bimtelf;  fa, 
how  mean  thoughts  foever  the  migiftrate  may  have  of  Chriltian  religion*  how  e- 
videutty  will  it  always  be  found,  upon  examination,  to  have  no  iniquity  in  it ; 
Nothing  contrary  to  the  welfare,  peace,  and  got-d  order  of  civil  fociety  j  much 
lefs  to  have  any  thing  hi  et,  far  which  its  prrachm,  or  proteffon,  can  detenre 
death.  The  more  it  is  fearched  into,  the  more  its  dottrines,  and  Us  wife  and 
faithful  advocates  will  be  cleared  from  reproach*  But,  O  bow  happy  would  it 
be,  if  our  rulers  and  great  men  were  as  ready  to  heat  the  gofpd,  that  their  pro* 
feuis  maj  livty  as  j*grij*pat  Birnke*  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  priflct* 
pat  citizens  of  Gafirra  were,  to  gratify  iheir  curiqfitU  by  hearing  what  the  a- 
polHc  Paot  had  to  lay  in  vindication  of  bimtetf,  and  of  the  great  articles  of  Us 
kith  and  mtiiiftry  ! 


CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.  -XXVI. 

Paul,  being  permitted  to  /peak  for  bmf elf,  gives  an  account  before  king 
Agrippa  and others,  .that  in  the  younger  part  of  bis  life  be  was  a 
Pharifce,  and  a  furious  zealot  again/  Chriftianity,  i,— 1 1.  Relates 
bis  converfon  and  call  to  the  Apoftlejbip,  and  bis  preaching  after - 
Guards,  t3, — 23.  Feftus  upon  bearing  it,  counts  him  mad »  v/bo 
maintains  the  contrary  in  a  mode/,  appeal  to  Agrippa,  24, — 26.  A* 
grippa  is  almeft  pcrfuaded  to  be  a  Cbrtftian ,  and,  together  vritb  Feftus, 
pronounces  Paul  to  be  innocent,  27, — 32. 


Tsxt. 

THEM  Agrtpp* 
fudBQtOpSul, 
Th«u  an  permit¬ 
ted  to  fpetk  far 
thyfcl  f ,  Then 
ftittcbcd 
forth  the  hin<lt 
saW  jnfttcrcd  for 
him  (elf* 


*  I  think  my- 
fdf  happy,  king 
Agrippa,  bccamle 

I  frill  infra  for 

myfclf  ibU  diy 
Tutor  ether,  i  uiich- 
injz  %lt  the  thing* 
wLereof  Igmie* 
cufcdof  tbejtvsi 


3  Efpcculiy, 

1  Xtttifr  i  Y  RAW 

itite  to  be  expert 
in  all  cuftami 
and  qncftioni 
which  are  among 
the  Jews:  vhere- 
fort  1  bcflccli 
thee  to  hear  me 
patiently* 


4  M j  manner 
of  l:;e  from  my 
vhidi  was 
at 


Pasaph&ase. 

YT7"H  Feftus  had  opened  the  defign  of  his  bring* 
*  *  ing  the  apoftle  Paul  before  king  Agrippa ,  and  the 
reft  of  the'  company,  Agrippa  called  oat  to  Paul,  and 
faid,  You  may  Dow  have  free  liberty,  without  danger  of 
being  unfeafonably  interrupted,  to  offer  what  you  have 
to  lay  in  your  own  vindication  from  the  erimes  rhat 
hare  been  laid  to  your  charge.  Thereupon  Paul,  reach* 
ing  out  his  hand  in  a  free  and  decent  action,  to  inti¬ 
mate  that  be  was  going  to  fpeak,  and  de  fired  the  ft  lent 
attention  of  the  audience,  made  his  apology 
for  himfeif  and  bis  glorious  caufe,  like  a  gentleman,  a 
fchoUr,  and  a  Chnftian  divine,  in  the  following  te- 
fpedlful,  judicious,  and  moving  manner ; 

2  1  efleem  it,  O  king  Agrippa,  a  favourable  turn  of 
Providence,  and  it  is  a  great  fatitfa&ion  to  me,  that  t 
am  called  at  this  time,  to  plead  my  eaufe  before  a  prince 
of  your  great  capacity  and  advantages,  for  underf land¬ 
ing  the  truth  and  force  of  every  particular  that  I  ftiall 
alledge  to  dear  myfdf,  and  the  do&rines  I  preach,  fiont 
the  invidious  indictments  that  have  hern  preferred  a* 
gainftme  by  my  countryman,  the  Jews. 

3  And  this  1  (ball  attempt  wrh  the  greateft  pleafure, 

efpectally,  b*wufc  I  am  welt  allured  of  your 
noted  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  of  all  tire  religions 
rites,  ceremonies,  and  cuftoms  of  the  Jems,  and  potato 
of  controverfy  amonz  them,  relating  to  their  perpetual 
obligation,  and  to  the  coining  of  the  MtfTuh.  I  there¬ 
fore  humbly  and  eameftly  intreat,  that,  as  the  frriouf- 
neb  and  importance  of  the  fuhjeff  require  it,  you  would 
pleafe  to  hear  me  with  clemency,  candour,  and  pati¬ 
ence,  whtlft  I  give  you  a  brief  account  of  my  principles 
and  behaviour,  all  along  from  my  youth  up,  to  this  very 
day. 

4,  5  As  to  the  manner  of  my  life  and  oonverfation  isi 
younger  years,  though  1  was  born  of  JewiJb  parents  at 

Tar- 
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«t  the  firR  among  Tarfus  in  Cilicia  ;  yet  I  was  early  educated  among  the 
«'"*  (,«rnGkin>n  P^P^5  of  mine  own  nation  at  Jemfalem,  where  I  was 
know  -  all  the  brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel ,  (chap.  ixii.  3.)  a 
Jews,  Rabbi  of  great  reputation  for  learning  and  religion. 

Th'9  i®  »  fa£b  generally  known  among  the  Jews  them- 
ginning,  (if  they  iclves,  many  or  which  were  acquainted  with  me  from 
waU  tefUfy,)  my  very  firft  coming  thither*  and  all  along  afterwards, 
mO&  rtrSril  rift  daring  my  abode  there  5  and  were  they  fo  juft  and  fair, 
of  our  religion,  i  as  to  appear  to  my  charade  they  could  not  but  bear 
hvfcUPhWwe.  me  wjtnds*  that  I  was  not  only  by  profe£tcn^  but  in 
pr&Stic?  and  behaviour*  a  Pbarifeey  living  up*  with  the 
greateft  fohriety  and  exaftn efi,  to  the  rules  and  ordm 
of  that  feft*  which  is*  of  ail  others*  the  mod  drift  and 


4  .And  now  I 


likJ*  and  aia 
dgtd  for  the 
>pc  of  tbc  pro- 


mile 


accurate  in  religious  obfervanew*  efpecially  of  ceremo¬ 
nial  rites*  according  to  the  law  and  the  prophers*  and 
the  traditions  of  the  elders  ;  So  that  it  is  neither  through 
ignorance*  prepofleffion*  or  libertine  principles,  nor 
from  any  ftroog  habits  of  vice  that  I  have  alterrd  my 
femiments  about  fotne  important  points  of  a  feHginus 
nature*  whflft  I  dill  retain  as  great  a  regard  as  ever  to 
the  fundamental  articles  of  tbc  religion  which  I  was 
brought  up  in. 

6  And  even  now  I  Hand  accufed*  and  am  judged*  aj 
a  criminal*  by  mine  adverfaries*  for  prof effing  and 
preaching*  upon  fureft  grounds*  that  the  great  bkfling* 
which  was  promised  to  Abrahxm%  and  others  of  our  pi¬ 
ous  anceftors*  and  was  the  objeft  of  their  faith  and  hope* 
is  now  confirmed*  and*  in  part*  fulfilled*  by  the  com¬ 
ing  of  Jefiis  Chrift  **  whofc  refurreftion  from  the  dead 


NOTE. 


proved 


*  Tt  appear?  from  rer,  6.  that  the  apoftk 
here  fpuL  of  the  reftirreftbs  and  I  think 
the  cotutcftion  of  vet.B.  with  that  verfc, 
plaint;  intimates  that  1  c  meant  the  rdurrec- 
tioii4f_Cbrjft,  forotherwik,  what  he  there 
fiyt  about  the  things  which  be  oncctiwAl 
be  /V  do,  contrary  to  ihi  name  of  JejnSy 
feeois  to  be  brought  in  too  abruptly.  It  like* 
wife  appear?  from  chap  xriv.  tj*  that  he  in¬ 
cluded  a  rcfurrc€lioa  of  the  righteous  to  eta- 
tul  iif«T  which  was  the  object  of  hi?  hope; 
aad  at  the  refurreftion  ot  ChriD  eu  a  grand 
article,  which  rut  through  tbc  apotlk’s  ml- 
ntflry,  wc  cannot  but  fuppole,  that  he  men¬ 
tioned  their  rdbrreftiOfl,  the  fruit  ud  con* 
iequmcc  of  hh,  When  therefore  he  rep  re 
Jems  the  greet  benefit  hoped  for,  as  a  matter 
of  promise,  he  Jcerni  to  titled,  that  it  was 
either  the  upfhot  or  uU  the  pronilfes,  or  of 
fi»e  eminent  and  comptchcnfivc  promile 
made  u>  the  fathers,  fitch  that  given  to 
Ab*Mxrmt  -  JjaoCj  and  Jrfsi,  that  Gm  imwU 
hr  their  f?«j  from  whence  our  .Lord  Inferred 
the  telrtri  eft  km  or  the  tkid,  {bJutfb.  xvi,  ( 
3ti3**  lec  the  note  their);  and,  with  irtptft' 


to  which,  God  ts  fuid  to  have  prepared  them 
a  city,  Hth.  Ki.  xG.  or  the  pr:^->ule  rn  jibr$* 
bant+  that  in  bit  feed  nil  tortious  fauldbe  bfrft4t 
not  only  in  ihi>  worki,  but  alio  in  that  wluch 
is  m  come  ;  And  ibis  prom  tie  of  the  Mcfluh 
included  hu  own  rdurreftiem,  {PfoL  xvL  to.) 
end  the  rtfrnc&ion  of  others  to  eternal  life 
through  him  i  for  they  fhet  be  of  favh  c^uld 
not  otherwife  hr  hhjjrd  iri;A  faithful  AlTzhjmt 
and,  as  Abraham**  be  htln  atc&r&ny  to 
the  fHtrnfe^  as  the  Jpoftc  fay*  they  arc*  Gal* 
lit.  p,  ip.  Accordingly  13 v  iFhtih  obiervtf 
from  Mdimiaidciy  that  It  was  one  of  the  fun¬ 
ds  mental  ankles  of  the  7*^1  ^lzt  ^nr 
fab  fautf  rmft  tht  dead,  md  bring  ibem  into 
poredift ;  And  as  it  w  *  expveisly  Torctoir?, 
Dm.  tii  i,  that  of  them  t*&t  fleep  in  tbc  Cnjt 
tf  Sl-e  ftirfA,  firm?  fief;  trwair  tv  et  crLjjrc^  r?f*\ 
Co  we  are  4lliir*d*  (ffr5  jj  )j.)  that  feme 
of  the  ancient  worthies  were  inured t  tot  nc- 
eef/iig  dehver&kiti  tb^l  they  nrght  nbt&n  a 
better  rejurrt3hn ;  and  thst  theft  sll 

a  rtpb,  iy  ibrx.gh  fjdiki  reed icd 
not  the  Prfrmifa 
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mile  mdeof  God  proved  him  to  be  the  only  true  and  expeQed  Mefiiah, 
wuwouf  istbcn;  (tfop.  xiii.  32,  33.)*  and  that,  as  be  is  the  firft-frtma 
of  them  that  lleep  in  him,  { t  Cor.  xv.  20.)  they  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  his  name  (hall  rife  again  to  everlafting  life. 
{Chap,  xxiv*  14,  15,  21.) 

t  Unto  which  7  Unto  the  enjoyment  of  this  promife  of  a  blefled  re- 
furr«Oi°n»  religious  people  among  the  twelve  tribes  o£ 
len'ing  Gti  day  Ifrael  hope. co  arrive;  in  which  hope  they  woiihip  God 
and  night,  hope  with  perpetual  and  intenfe  fervour,  (» «»«**««)  and  with 
whidT^baprt  8rcat.  fre<lu«ncy»  (Lvke  xviii.  7.)  every  morning  and 
fAe,  king  a  grip,  evening,  and  at  ail  proper  feafons,  (Luke  ii.  37.)  and 
pi,  I  »u  scniKd  yet  for  the  fake  of  this  hope  according  to  the  promife, 
«( die  Jew*.  which  i  entertain  and  endeavour  to  propagate  for  the 
good  of  others,  1  am  fo  unhappy,  O  king  dgrippa,  as  to 
be  accufed  by  the  Sadductan  Jews,  as  though  I  were 
therein  guilty  of  the  molt  heinous  crime,  and  a  Sorted 
the  molt  monftrous  abfurdity. 

S  Whf  ftmrid  8  But  I  would  humbly  afk  this  honourable  affirm  bly, 
Ji.be  Why  (hould  it  be  deemed  unrrafonable  to  believe,  that 

with*  ymi  that  the  great  God  and  Creator  of  alt,  whofe  power  is  in- 
G<tii  fls<M»id  wife  finite,  fhould  raife  Jefus,  his  only  begotten  Son  from 
the  dead }  tbe  dead,  and  raife  up  others  to  an  immortal  life  thro* 

him  *  f  What  I  Do  any  of  you  account  this  to  be  pad 
all  poffibility,  or  belief,  while  none  of  the  Jews  them- 
felves,  except  tbe  Sadducees,  deny  a  refurrt&ion  of  the 
dead  ? 

9  l  verity  9  I  myfelf  indeed,  formerly,  was  as  much  prejudifed 
ShmJmTobIu  383™ft  A*  notion  of  a  crucified  and  rifen  Saviour,  as 
to  do  many- thing*  any  one,  whether  Jr up  or  Gentile,  now  can  be  \  info- 
contrjry  to  the  much  that  (to  my  (hame  I  fpeak  it)  I  really  thought  it 
Ktiireih^111  waS  my  dut7r  an<l  would  be  doing  God  good  fervice,  to 
ufe  my  utmoft  endeavours,  by  all  means  poflible,  for 
furprifing  the  reputation,  authority  and  intereft,  name 
and  do&rine  of  Chrill,  who  was  commonly  called,  by 
way  of  contempt,  jefus  of  Nazareth. 
lalfo^utn'krvH  10  And  this  I  did  in  the  moft  public  manner  at  Je~ 
ard  tnanp  itfeli ;  yea,  fo  zealous  and  atlive  was  1  therein, 

of  iht feint* dirt  i  that  1  got  abundance  of  the  holy  difciples  of  the  Lord 
havin'^  "arJiveii  J^118  to  committed  ro  jails,  and  laid  under  clofe  con- 
sStykTntfc  (inement,  for  the  profcfli  m  they  made  of  faith  in  him, 
chief  ptiefb;  and  by  virtue  of  warrants  which  I  obtained'  of  the  chief 

'iTJZtlh'l  P1^®3  an^  c^crs  them*  (r&ip.xxii*  5,)  anti  when 

P<W  ^  any  of  them  were  tried*  condemned,  and  executed  lor 

thcirreiigioDj  I  cried  out  aloud  for  what  I  called  jullicei 

and 


NOTE* 

*  I  have  taken  in  hath  tbe  ways  in  which  that  the  apoftte  ralgjit  oh&rro  an  sir  of  ii  !i* 
tHde  word*  may  he  rend  ere.!  r  .ic-  rule  in  fut'*  of  ihe  Com  piny,  ut  !:is  raM- 

OTiti^g  as  they  ar*  read  with  A  point  between  ig  the  rcftiirtllfiJt* 

them*  or  not;  uoJ  it  highly  probth!rt 
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pw  my  *oi«  a* 
X>ufl  ib*a* 


tj  And  T  pa* 

pubed  them  aft 
tn  every  fyiis- 


gnfuc,  and  cons* 
pdled  them  lo 
blr1ph*me:indr 
being  exceedingly 
mad  igaUft  ihem 
l  perfected  tbtm, 
even  unco  ftrange 
eitkt. 


vxWhereupoc, 
u  I  fceut  to  Da* 
mifms  with  au¬ 
thority  and  win- 
million  from  the 
thief  0i£ja*; 


tj  At  mid-day, 
O  king.  I  Taw  id 
the  way  a  light 
from  heaven,  a- 
bove  the  bright- 
nefs  of  the  Ain, 
Chining  round  a- 
bout  me,  and 
them  which  jour¬ 
neyed  whine. 


and  gave  my  fuffrage  again  IT  them,  +*?»»}  de¬ 

clared  my  approbation  of  the  fevereft  death  that  could 
be  irifti£ted  upon  them,  and  jultilied  it  in  all  companies; 
a  notorious  inftance  of  which  appeared  at  the  molt  cruel 
martyrdom  of  one  Stephen^  a  man  of  great  eminence  a- 
mong  the  Chriftians.  (CSap.  vii.j8,  andviii.  i.) 

11  I  aif'o  very  frequently  feaiched  out  others  of 
them,  and  brought  them  to  every  fynagogue  that  lay 
convenient  for  me,  where  I  took  care  to  have  them  well 
(courged,  and  expofed  to  open  ihame  ;  and  by  tht  ter* 
rors  of  persecutions,  with  which  1  indefattgably  purfu- 
ed  them,  I,  alas!  forced  feme  of  them,  igainft  their 
consciences,  to  renounce  and  blafplieme  Chrilt’s  blcfled 
name,  by  which  they  were  called;  as  though  they 
thought  him  an  impoftor ;  And,  not  contented  with 
this  horrible  violation  of  all  natural  and  f Acred  rights 
nearer  home,  fo  hirioufly  was  I  enraged  againft  them, 
even  unto  madnefs  itfelf,  and  fo  vexed  at  heart  to  think 
that,  nocwicblbnding  all  1  could  do,  they  rather  gain¬ 
ed,  than  loft  ground,  that  l  followed  and  diftreJTed 
them  by  all  poffihle  methods  of  feverity,  even  unto  far 
diftant  cities,  without  the  con6ues  of  Judea ,  where 
they  dwelt,  or  were  driven  to  feek  Ihtlter  from  the  fury 
of  my  oppreffions.  -From  all  thefe  well-known  dread¬ 
ful  falls,  it  plainly  appears  that  there  could  not  be  a 
more  determined  and  inveterate  enemy  to  ChriAianity 
than  myfelf ;  and  therefore  my  eonverfion  from  what  I 
then  was,  to  what,  biefled  be  God,  I  now  am,  mult 
in  all  reafon  be  fuppoted  to  be  owing  to  feme  extraor¬ 
dinary  caufe* 

12  Now,  to  give  yon  a  faithful  account  of  this,  it 
was  in  the  following  miraculous  manner :  WhjlA  l  was, 
at  a  certain  time,  going  as  far  as  the  city  ot  Damafcus 
in  Syria ,  to  execute  the  cruel  com  million  and  powers 
which  I  had  received  from  the  chief  priefts  and  the 
reft  of  the  Jewtjb  fanhedrim,  to  diftreU  the  difeiptes  of 
Jefus  there  > 

13  At  noon -day,  O  king  Agrippa,  as  I  was  travel¬ 
ling  on  the  road  thither,  full  of  zeal  and  resolution  to 
do  my  utmoft  againft  them,  I  was,  all  on  a  fudden,  fur- 
prifed  with  a  moll  illultrious  light,  which  darted  down 
from  heaven,  with  trrefiAible  evidence  of  its  being  a 
divine  appearance,  and  which  (hone  all  around  me  and 
my  fellow-travellers,  th.it  went  to  aid  and  aflift  me  in 
my  perfecting  errand;  a  light  v-iftiy  ftiperior  to  the 
brighteft  Alining  of  the  fun  itfelf,  and  even  obfeuring 
its  meridian  fptendor. 


14  And 


Ch,  xitl.  The  Acts  tf  the  Apostles  paraphrafei. 


14  And  when 
ve  wax  dl  fallen 
ta  the  earth,  I 
beard  4  vokt 
{puking  ontomc, 
ami  fifing  in  the 
Hebrew  tungae, 
Sad,  Sad,  why 
perfect)  tdt  thou 
me?  It  if  lurd 
far  tba  to  bick 
tguafttbeprick*. 


it  And  T&M, 
Who  ait  thou, 
L.nnl  ?  And  he 
fjdT  1  am  Jefua 
whom  thou  per- 
itcuieft. 


id  But  rife, 
and  Hand  upon 
ihy  feet:  ftjr  1 
have  appeared  no* 
to  thee  for  thij 
purpoie,  to  make 
thee 


14  And  wfcen  all  of  us  were  fo  Article  and  aftanifhed 
at  this  tremendous  dazzling  light,  that  we  fell  proArate- 
to  the  earth  in  the  utmoft  coufufioa  andv  horror,  I  heard 
an  articulate  voice  from  the  divine  glory,  calling  di- 
ttin&ly  to  me  by  name,  and  faying,  with  great  majefty 
and  earneftnels,  in  the  Hebrew  language,  which  I  per¬ 
fectly  onderftood,  it  being  my  mother-tongue,  Saut% 
Saul)  why  pirftcuttfi  thou  me  f  That  is,  as  I  afterwards 
underftood  it.  Why  are  you  lo  daring,  foolifli,  and  im¬ 
pious,  8S  to  lay  yourfeli  out  with  fuch  indefatigable 
pains  to  abufe  and  oppreft  my  members  and  my  caufe, 
which  I  am  fo  nearly  interefted  in,  and  concerned  for, 
that  I  account  what  is  done  againA  them  to  be  done  a- 
gainft  rnyfelf  ?  You  thereby  perfecute  me  in  them  :  AH 
this  is  as  fenfelefs  and  Iruitlefs,  and  as  injurious  to 
youyfelf,  as  it  would  be  for  a  man  ro  kick  with  his  na¬ 
ked  foot  againft  briars  and  thorns,  or  even  againA  goads 
and  fpurs,  (*?*”  «»*■?*)  whereby  he  would  only  hurt  and 
wound  himl'eU,  without  fopprclfing  or  deAroying  them. 

15  I  not  knowing  who  it  was,  that  in  this  earneA 
and  awful  manner  fpoke  to  me,  and  yet  believing  it  to 
be  one  of  the  heavenly  .world,  anfwered,  with  trembling 
and  aAomlhment,  Who  art  thou.  Lord,  that  fpeakeit 
with  fuch  terrible  rebuke  i  What  wilt  thou  have  me  to 
do  ?  (chap.  ix.  6.)  And  he  immediately  replied,  with 
a  folemniry  and  endearment  peculiar  to  himfctf,  which 
pierced  me  to  the  heart,  I  am  Jefus,  the  only  Saviour, 
whom  you  are  fo  defperately  prejudiced  againA,  as  to 
perfecute  me,  even  unto  death,  in  my  members,  that 
are  intimately  united  and  dear  to  me,  whilA  I  myfelf, 
whom  your  own  countrymen  crucified,  am  out  of  your 
reach,  and  can  be  killed  no  more. 

1 6  But,  faid  he,  with  melting  condrfcenfion  a  ml  ten- 
dernefs,  to  (haineme  out  of  my  infidelity  and  cruelty,  and 
to  encourage  my  hopes  in  his  mercy,  Be  no  longer  dif- 
mayed;  but  get  up  from  your  proAnuion  on  the  ground, 
and  Hand  on  your  Ires  again,  as  o;i;  ready  to  go  about 
the  better  work  thar  I  fiiall  employ  you  iu  ;  For  I  have 
now  appeared  in  this  miraculous  and  corripalltonate 
manner  to  you,  for  this  very  end  and  puip-jib  *,  as  I 

(hall 


NOTE. 

*  By  comparing  chap.  ix.  rj.  ukh  chap,  licolxrs  are  left  out  in  one  place,  which  are 
xxn,  14,  i{.  it  appear*  that  Chrift  commu.  fupplieri  in  other*,  our  Lord  might  at 
Iticatcd  10  the  apoftlc  the  liibiUnce  of  what  Icaft,  fome  of  thefc  thing,  on  the  road,  -iid 
it  here  mcniioned  by  iaoiai,  wider  •  pro*  further  cualhin  them  afterward  s  by 
pltctk  ini  pul  fe  at  Ditntifcw  :  Sot  a,  h  is  and  (Hit  more  r'::l'.v  explain  them  in  i:\e  a- 
JH't  to  tjc  1'oppoferi  that  every  truifiAion  is  yoftlrs  vifinn  in  the  temple,  at  his  fi.ro  i  >4 
fully  related  in  fo  (hort  a  hittoty,  and  ««  of-  journey  fo  {lie  ilic  r-ne  in  <h-.p. 

ten  find,  thar.  in  recording  fpeechesfotne  par-  ix.  17.);  or  clft  :«r  brevity’s  lake,  the  ruio- 
Fol.  HI,  f  U  ‘  fils’* 
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the*  a  .minillcr 
and  a  w Ttnef*  h  3th 
of  tJicfc  things 
which  thoti  haft 
fcon*  and  of  thole 
\h';'(;s  in  the 
wh  ch  T  will  ap- 
pear  unto  thee; 


17  Delivering 
thee  fronJt he  peo¬ 
ple,  and/Vtfwihe 
Uemilcs  t  unlo 
wh  m  now  1  fend 
thee, 


18  To  open 
their  eyes.  and  to 
turn  then  from 
dazkru&to  light, 
and. 


(hi]}  foon  more  fully  fatisfoyou,  that  I  may  qualify  yen 
for,  and  authorize  you  to  tie,  one  of  my  min  Hiring  fer- 
rants,  to  bear  a  plain,  undaunted,  and  noble  teftimony  to 
the  truth,  both  of  thofe  important  things  concerning 
me,  which  ye  have  now  feen  and  heard,  and  of  iii!l  ma¬ 
ny  more  difcov erics,  which  1  will  hereafter  make  by 
further  appearances  to  you,  till  you  (hall  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  whole  fcheme  of  my  gofpel,  which 
you  (ball  preach  to  others. 

17  And  though  the  dangers  and  troubles  that  you 
maybe  expofed  to  in  fulfilling  your  minUlry  wi-1  be 
great  and  many,  {chap*  is-  16.)  yet  fear  not,  I  will  be 
with  you,  to  rake  care  of  you  j  I  will  preferve  your  life, 
till  1  have  done  my  wot k  by  you  ;  rc faring  you  by  my 
watchful  and  powerful  Providence,  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  JrwiJb  people  *,  who  will  be  as  inveterate  again  ft 
you,  as  you  yourfelf  have  heretofore  been  againft  my 
dtfciplcs;  and  out  of  the  hands  of  the  mod  formidable 
enemies  that  you  may  meet  with  among  the  heathen 
nations,  to  both  of  which  forts  of  people  I  now 

*»)  give  you  an  apoftolic  commiflion,  to  be  executed  in 
due  feafon;  for  preaching  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation* 

18  To  open  the  eyes  of  their  underftandings  feveral- 
ly  f,  they  both  needing  a  divine  illumination,  which 
fliall  attend  your  mini  dry,  to  give  them  a  true  diicern* 
ing  of  fpiritual  things,  and  turn  them  by  a  thorough 
converfion,  in  the  ft-nfe  and  temper  of  their  hearts  and 
courfe  of  their  lives,  from  the  darknefs  of  blind  fuper- 
fUtion  and  idolatry,  ignorance  and  error,  fin  and  fol¬ 
ly,  to  the  light  of  faving  knowledge,  and  10  all  true 
holircefs;  and  from  the  tyrrany  and  dominion  of  the 
prince  of  darknefs,  who  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children 

of 


NOTES, 


ova  hiltorian  rnl^bt  here  rfhu  thefe 
tiling,*  as  inftrufHons  I  ha;  he  dctlarrd  hint- 
frit  it>  have  certainly  received  from  Chrjft, 
without  nicely  diftm|*  lifting  (he  different 
manner  end  rirre  of  his  rcceuinp  them. 

*  Tin  p^pht  evidently  mna  the  Jtvcst  l*1 
fliiMiu-ttoiT  the  GeutsL's^.  ai  they  areatfo 

cihfingimthrd,  vtr  13.  Accord' nglyafter/ir 
pesfiiCitYe  vrrfian  and  fomemuailcripEs 

iczdl  aftic  JtMiu  Vid  Stz-  cud  MUi  in  rc. 

f  I  nut  fee  i my  net efjhj  for  eonfiHng  the 
friilc  of  (his  verfe*  as  interpreted  comruotily 
Ho,  to  the  onnvcrfion  of  (he  Genii** s:  For 
how  ftroTt^ly  fx\  ct  it  may  he  Hejeripfirt  of 
them,  it  is  plain  10  me*  anil  1  think  it  gene* 
raliy  allowed*  (liat  our  Lord1'- t-v  »- 
prifrhr,  which  wa>  fpoLcrt  of  in  the  foicgui'ig 
verfe*  icjjied  to  the  7ra*r /*s  will  as  io  rite 
Gentile*.  Why  then  Lhotild  not  thU  verfe, 
which  ejiprdies  the  cad  for  which  Chrift  fts; 


him,  relate  to  one  as  wdl  as  the  other  of  that 
fort  of  people  ?  There  fccra*  to  he  nothing 
in  the  A  pafl’ige*  that  may  Dot  be  applied  to 
(he  ytwf,  whole  gailty,  dark*  and  uAived 
ti'Ctimftances,  ana  itliofe  tonYerjinn  arc  de¬ 
ferred  in  other  jians  of  the  New  Ttftarocnt, 
in  terms  near  akin  to  thcfc.  See*  among  o- 
thers.  Mcttk  iv.  id,  £7,  Luke  i,  id,  17*  74, 

~7T  JbAri.  5,  and  lit  14*— and  viii. 

$4* — 45*  Mi  xv.  p>  and  fan*  U.  i:i. 
And  vtbea  the  zpoftlc  coiuo  to  lid  Agripp* 
in  the  two  resr  reifcs,  (ver*  19,  *0^  tiow 
he  complied  with  this  order  from  Chrifthtm- 
fclf,  he  fprahj  of  hi*  preaching  firft  to  the 
jfeto}  at  Daxtst/iits  and  7crp/[+/<m*  and  thro' 
all  Jtrlv,  amt  then  to  the  G&rt:IfSt  that  they 
fip&IJ  repent  a*:d  turn  tv  Cvd^  wliLa  a 
plain  rei"<  rcncc  to  «hat  Jc fns  Ijere  fpdicc  of* 
as  the  cud  of  hi*  fernlin^  hiiu 
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Md/rradiepov-  0f  (fibbed iencr,  to  an  entire  fubjection  and  willing  o* 
Cod,  that  dhe*  bedience  to?Gad,  as  their  chief  good  and  higheft  end, 
majr  iceeife  for-  and  to  his  felvice  and  his  way  of  faJ ration  by  a  Redeem- 
pveneft  of  Gat,  & .  that  they  may  readily  accept  of,  and  obtain  the 
among*  '"them  ^ree  an<^  remiffion  of  all  their  fins;  and  may  he  in- 
which  are  fuidH-  titled  to,  fitted  for,  and  at  length  made  actual  partakers 
fed  by  faith  ihm  of  ^at  glorious  inheritance  of  the  children  of  God, 
mu  ate.  which,  by  his  fovereign  difpof.il,  is  divided,  as 

the  laud  of  Canaan  was,  by  lot,  among  them  that  are 
renewed  and  made  holy,  as  well  as.  pardoned,  through 
a  lively  aod  heart* purifying  faith,  which  terminates  up¬ 
on  me,  as  the  only  Saviour  of  loll  finners,  whether 
they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles. 

>*  Whowp-  19  This  heavenly  light,  and  its  attending  gracious 
p*’^  walfnnf dfr*  ■*nftritftiosi9  and  orders  time  with  fuch  irrefiflibliTevi- . 
otierlient  into  the  dence,  authority,  and  power,  to  my  mind  and  catifci- 
hcjvcnly  vifioii.  enee,  O  king  rfgrtppat  that  I  could  no  longer  maintain 
my  former  prejudices  again  If  Chrift  aitd  his  gofpel,  or 
forbear  yielding  myfelf  up  willingly,  and  without  teferve, 
to  the  divine  call,  that  accompanied  fuch  a  fupirrnatu- 
ral  and  over-bearing  vifiun. 

13  Eat  ftiewot  28  But  in  obedience  to  it,  I  immediately  became  a 
Gut  unto  item  of  fI(1cere  convert  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  went  and  preaeli- 
jerii&Wm’ *0»nd  e<^  him,  firft  of  all  to  the  yew  at  Damafcus,  the  very 
tfimughwitalithe  place  to  which  1  was  going  with  a  contrary  defign ; 
toji  of  Juita,  and,  indue  time,  to  thofe  at  Jefufalem,  where  I  had 
SliJ, tft  th4t  been  educated!  and  was  formerly  known  rn  be  the  vileft 
they  lb  raid  re*  of  perfecutors,  (chap.  ix.  20, — 29.);  afterwards  I  like- 
pern  and  turn  to  wjfe  travelled  to  various  towns  and  villages  through  all 
w  .ikuneetforre-  tbe  coDntry  of  Jiidea.,  that  I  might  proclaim  the  glad 
pensanee.  tidings  of  falvation,  and  fhew  my  hear:}'  good-’.vi,]  to 

my  kin f men  after  the  flefh  :  And,  at  length,  1  turned 
to  the  G  entiles  >  [chip.  xiii.  46.)  declaring  to  all  fetfs  of 
people,  according  to  my  inftru&ions,  ( ver .  17,  iS.) 
that  it  is  their  tndifpenfible  duty,  and  high  eft  inrereft, 
upon  the  encouragements  of  the  gofprl,  now,  after  all 
their  former  ignorance,  errors,  and  evil  ways, 
to  change  their  minds,  to  take  conviction  cf  their  guilt 
and  danger,  and  to  embrace  the  truths  of  divine  reve¬ 
lation,  as  I  mvfelfhad  done  through  grace;  and  with 
grief  for,  and  hatred  of  all  their  iniquities,  to  turn  frotn 
them  to  God,  through  a  crucified  and  rifen  Saviour ; 
{ver.  13,)  and  in  confluence  of  this,  as  sdfo  in  refti* 
mony  of  their  fincerity  therein  to  abound,  in  fuch  good 
works  as  are  fuitable  to,  and  becoming  believing  peni¬ 
le  ms. 

at  Fnr  tbefe  n  It  was  only  for  preaching  thefe  benevolent,  holy, 
cwfts  ajid  heavenly  dvflrin  ,a,  of  the  truth  of  which  I  was  lo 

U  2  remade* 
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caufc&  th«  Jews 
caught  me  in  the 
temple*  and  went 
about  to  kill  /no. 


3  \  JTjTirrg 
there  fore  obtain* 
61  http  of  God, 
r  donrinuc  unto 
ihit  Jay,  iri'nef* 
£ng  lioth  to  finrill 
tr>d  pMt,  faying 
/l one  tuber  things 
than  rhnte  which 
the  prophrts  t-nil 
Mofes  did  Ijy 
ihouid  coiut* 


remarkably  convinced,  and  forlhe  publtfliing  of  which 
I  wnsfo  immediately  authorized  from  heaven,  that  the 
unbelieving  Jtw+  through  their  defperate  enmity  a- 
gainft  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  and  again!!  his  pure  gofpel, 
feized  me  in  the  temple  at  Jirufatrm^  and  were  going 
to  put  me  to  death  in  a  tumultuous  man¬ 
ner,  with  their  own  hands*  {Chap,  rai.  30,  31.) 

22  Having  therefore,  according  to  'my  great  Lord 
and  Matter’s  promife,  ( vtr _  17*)  found  wonderful  pro* 
te£Uon  at  that  perilous  juncture*  through  the  fuper-in- 
tending  ezre  and  good  providence  of  God,  ,by  means  of 
the  chief  captain’s, timely  jnterpoGng  for  my  fafety, 
[chap,  xxi*  31,  32.) ;  and  having  by  his  extraordinary  in¬ 
ward  aids  and  afEftrmces,  and  outward  appearances  on 
my  behalf,  been  encouraged,  and  fupported  under,  and 
carried  through,  many  other  dangers  and  difficulties,  I 
am  preferred  alive,  and  (sr»*)  have  Hood  my  ground  to 
this  very  day,  and -ftill  go  on  beaiing  my  teftimony  for 
Chrift  on  all  occafions  y  which  I  do,  without  fearer 
fharne,  to  IcfTrr  or  greater  Tinners,  poo;  and  rich,  to 
the  populace,  and  to  perfims  of  high  and  dignity, 
like  thole  of  this  honourable  afiembiy,  in  hope  that  God 
will  blefs  it  to  fomr  of  them:  And,  thoT  the  Jews  are 
exafpmtcd  againft  me  for  this,  I  herein  declare  nothing, 
in  cffc£t,  hut  that  the  divine  predictions  arc  now  actu¬ 
ally  fulfilled  in  Jcfus,  which  were  delivered  many  ages 
ago  by  the  holy  prophets,  and  even  by  the  types  and  fi¬ 
gures,  and  prophetic  bints*,  contained  in  the  law  of  A/s- 


7*/  himfelf* 

mWdTfuSfli?ij  23  Thc  prediction 6  that  I  mean,  and  my  country- 
rt,al  he  fhonLl  \*'  men  are  well  acquainted  with,  are  of  the  following  pur- 
rh<  firft  that  port;  namely,  that  the  promifed  Mefliah,  fpoken  of  by 
fTnd  ^  Pr<>phet  Danieti  ifh&p*  ix-  26.)  (hould  fuffer  many 
.  -  *Jtould  tribulations,  and  be  cut  off  by  death  *s  not  for  himfelf, 

but  for  ihe  rranfgreiTions  of  lus  people,  (I/a\  Iiii.  8,); 
and  that  he  fliould  be  the  jirfi  that  would  rife  from  the 
dead?  never  to  die  any  more,  {Pf&l.  xvi,  ro,  it*  com¬ 
pared  with  jiflt  xiii*  35, — 37-) ;  and  fo  would  be  the 
head,  pattern,  and  author  of  thc  rcfurrc£lion  of  others 
to  eternal  life,  in  which  refpe£t  he  would  be  the  frfft- 


borrz 


N  o  T  Z- 


a  Since  there  U  no  erprefs  and  literal  tcf~ 
(imony  in  the  iaw  to  the  death  and  reftrrec- 
rbn  of  Chrift ;  there  u  no  doubt,  jm  Od 
Tin,  on  the  place,  but  that  this  dofmne  wu 
delivered  by  tradition  from  the  fail  hers*  from 
whence  the  7>wf  tear  nr,  that  all  the  JS 'guns 
referred  A  Cnrill.  Frt>m  this  hint  I  would 
obiervt,  that  the  jiar*  facrifct*  and  t be  ft*  be 
jfoj/j  on  thegic»t  ?fay  nf  arouement,  f-rtr.  ari, 
L  and  the  /jiraaf  bird,  which  ver  dipt  i* 


ibc  bfood  cf  the  bird  thet  wt  iiliedt  in  the 
denoting  of  lepers,  fxv,  xiv,  G*  might  be 
looked  upon  ai  f]Pt$  or  jf^wwj  of  the  de^d* 
and  refitrrefti&t  dfChiiA  :  Anil  the  gaibmng 
yf  thc  fteplc)  Wr.  of  end  Gtutifes, 
the  great  Shtfob,  was  *  plain  prophecy  of  the 
CeitiftJ  pf  thc  G whitt*  as  wdl  (Gm 

alia,  to.)  and  fo  h  U  underload  by  the 
Cbaidrt  T&Yaphr&fh,  aind  the  Jtr ufalrn  tsr- 
gum.  See  Atttfty9rtb  00  tiiak  places 
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Iboald  light  bcrn  or jtrjl, begotten  from  the  dead,  and  the  JirJl-frvits 
"l“0to*die*Ccn!  of  them  that  Jieep  in  him ,  (Rev,  i.  5.  Col.  i.  itt.  and  1 
illo.  '  Cor,  xt.  20.}*  and  that  he,  by  bis  word  and  Spirit,  fhould 

bring  the  light  of  falvation  to  the  people  of  Ifrael ,  and 
to  6 oners  of  the  Gentiles .  (ffa.  xlii.  6,  7.  and  xlix.  6.) 

34  And,  3$  he  '  24  While  the  apoftle  was  going  on  in  this  mod  d-e- 

Wr!fetfPak%l£*  ^g^ful  part,  of  his  apology  for  hirafelf,  and  for  theCe 
m  with  a  food  concerning  truths,  Fe/fvs,  the  Roman  governor,  who 
\ai«,  Paul,  thou  was  an  utter  ftianger  to  ail  fuch  fort  -of  doQr'mcg,  was 
anhcijikihyrdf:  farpuZed  at  them;  and  calling  out  aloud,  to  put  a  flop 
duth  make  "thee  10  bim>  fairi,  with  an  air  of  contempt  and  difdain,  as 
though  his  prifoner  were  to  he  pitied,  rather  than  cither 
believed,  or  blamed,  or  further  heard,  Alas!  Paul, 
What  ftrange  unintelligible  Huff  is  this,  which  you  de¬ 
liver  with  fo  much  earneftnefs  and  .warmth  i  You  are 
-certainly road,  to  calk  at  fuch  a  wild  rate  as  you  do:  I 
have  heard  indeed  that  -you  are  a  mao  of  letters,  (chap, 
xsii.  3.) ;  and  now  I  fee  how  converfant  you  have  been 
in  the  JnuiJb  learning,  (ver,  22,  23.);  iifeemstome, 
that  your  hard  Jtudy,  and  multiplicity  of  confufed,  cu¬ 
rious,  and  indigefted  -ideas  of  things  above  your  reach, 
have -quite  turned  your  brain. 

is  nu;hefaH,  But  Paul,  intlead  of  being  ruffled  and  provoked 

moJTroWe  Trf-  at  foch  fcornful  treatment,  in  the  prefence  of  fo  many 
ms i  but  fpcak  perfons  of  ddUn&ion,  replied,  with  admirable  meekneis 
-forth  the  worii  and -compofure,  decency  and  refpe£t.  No,  moll  noble 
beraeTs.  Fefius,  I  am,  blefled  be  God,  far  from  being  delirious 

or  crackbrained  ;  but  the  words  that  I  fpenk,  contain 
folid  and  important  truths,  founded  upon  the  jufiell 
evidence,  and  real  matters  of  fafi ;  and  what  i  fay  a- 
bout  them,  do  not  proceed  from  a  difturbed  imagina? 
tion,'  but  from  a  fedate  and  rational  mind,  in  full 
poOeQion  of  itfelf,  and  under  divine  conduct,  and  is 
every  way  worthy  to  be  entertained  by  the  wifeft  and 
bed  of  men. 


is  For  the  king  a6  For  though  your  Excellency  may  be  a  ftranger  to 
thb**,  before  things, ^for  want  of  proper  opportunities  of  being 
whom  alfo  i  ipnk  let  into  them  i  yet  the  king,  in  wbofe  royal  prefence  I 
freely:  for  i  fond,  and  who  has  been  long  acquainted  with  the  Jevj~ 
none^of  thefe  writings,  and  with  the  religious,  (late  of  affairs  in 
thing,  am  hidden  Judea,  (ver.  3.)  knows  that  the  things  I  have  been 
from  him,  for  mentioning,  are  no  whims  or  fancies  of  my  own  ;  and 
”us  therefore  I  fpeak  of  them  with  the  greater  freedom  and 
confidence  before  him :  For  1  am  well  fatisfied,  that  none 
of  the  fadts  which  I  have  infilled  on,  fuch  as  the  death 
and  refurieflion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  even  my  own  con- 
verfiou,  are  new  things  to  him;  he  cannot  but  have 
afym  beard  of  them;  For  they  were  dot  fecrct  tranfoc* 
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iJii titling  w3^  nnt 

dune  iu  d  comer. 


17  K;njj  A- 

frlppa,  txtfevclt 
thou  llic  pro- 
I-bfli '  )  kui»* 

lh*t  thou  bdicr- 
dft, 


*§  Ther  A^rip- 
pa  fa:0  ws  :iRiul, 
hod  ptr- 
fuadt  tt  rnc  to  be 
1  Chfifluu* 


And  T*atjl 
filid,  l  tt'ottlrl  to 

GoiMhatttct  on- 
ljf  tliou,  but  dlfb 
tH  (bar  bear  m 
this  day,  were 
both  and 

iliogctJiir  tath  a$ 
{  *\nt 


tions*  nor  hare  they  been  hulhed  up  or  concealed ;  but 
they  were  publicly  performed)  and  have  been  divulged 
in  numberlefs  places,  and  attefted  by  many  faithful  fci- 
vants  and  difciplcs  of  the  Ix>rd  Jefus,  in  proof  and  con* 
firmariou  of  this  main  point,  that  he  is  the  true  Mefliah. 

a 7  Then  the  apolUe,  turuing  to  Agrippa,  addrcfTed 
him  in  a  dofe  and  touching  manner,  faring,  King  A~ 
grippe  permit  me,  under  favour,  to  appeal  to  your  judg¬ 
ment  and  conference,  and  humbly  to  propofe  this  plain 
qndlion,  Do  you,  who  have  -been  brought  up  in  the 
JewiJh  religion,  believe  the  predictions  recorded  in  the 
infpited  writings  of  Mofet  and  other  prophets,  relating 
to  the  Mfhah  i  Hut  p  trdon  me  that  I  put  fuch  a  ques¬ 
tion,  as  though  I  fufpc&ed  the  contrary  ;  I  am  perfua- 
ded  from  your  known  profeflion  and  charafler,  that  you 
do,  aud  cannot  hut  atfeot  10  them.  1  befeech  you  then 
to  compare  them  impartially,  with  what  has  been  done 
and  fullered  by  our  Jefus  *,  atui  fee  if  they  be  not  evi¬ 
dently  and  pun&ually  fulfilled  in  him. 

23  A  grip  pa  was  fo  fenfibly  imprefied  with  this  gen¬ 
teel,  and  yet  ferious  and  foiemn  appeal  to  him,  that, 
in  anfwcr  to  Paul,  he  faid,  1  am,  1  confefs,  fo  far  from 
thinking  you  mad,  that  on  the  contrary  there  feems  to 
be  fo  much  force  oi'fcripiure  and  nafcn%  and'  fo  much 
likelihood,  at  lead,  of  truth,  in  what  you  have  offered, 
that  you  have  almoft  made  a-  convert  of  me.}  aud  were 
it  fuitable  to  my  dignity,  and  the  religion  I'  have  been 
brough-'  up  in,  I  could  fcarcc  help  refolving  to  renounce 
JitdaiJht,  and  embrace  Cbrifiianity. 

2y  Then  Paul  replied,  with  inimitable  beauty,  ten- 
dernefs,  and  endearment,  in  which  the  gentleman  and 
the  Cbriflian  equally  flione,  I  am  fo  thoroughly  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  truth,  neceflity,  and  excellence  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  I  preach,  concerning  a  crucified  and  rifen  Savi¬ 
our  ;  1  have  fuch  happy  experience  of  the  prefect  fnp- 
ports  and  unutterable  joys  that  are  to  be  found  in  him 
and  in  his  ways,  and  am  fo  fully  allured  of  the  eternal 
felicity  that  wili  be  the  final  inheritance  of  all  his  true 
difeipies  ;  and  my  heart  glows  with  fuch  a  coropafEon- 
atc,  and,  permit  me  to  fay,  generous  concern  for  the 
happinefs  of  id?  fellow-creatures*  who  mu  ft  be  laved,  or 
loA  for  ever,  that  it  is  my  earned  defire  and  prayer  to 
Cod,  that,  by  his  grace,  not  only  your  Mnjefly^  but  alfo 
his  Excellency  t he  governor,  and  every  one  of  this  augud 
affcmbly  may  be,  and  O  that  they  already  were,  not  on¬ 
ly  al molt,  which  will  do  them  no  good  if  it  flops 
there,  byt  ftiwuj  abundantly,  yea.,  entirely  and  with¬ 
out  rcfervc4  in  the  fame  ftate  and  condition  with  myfelf, 

as 
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lam,  atreptthefe  33  a  Cbrtfiian  j  excepting  the  bufferings  in  bonds,  which 
bonds,  I  now  un(jcrg0j  though  cheerfully,  for  the  fake  of  Cmft! 

May  all  of  you  be,  what  I  am,  in  fpiritual,  holy,  and 
heavenly  di  (petitions  and  privileges,  cc  mforts  an>i  b:rf- 
lingSi  and  none  of  you  ever  be  fubje£Ld  to  the  re¬ 
proaches  and  tribulations,  and  this  chain,  which  1,  with¬ 
out  any  juft  caufe,  am  loaded  with ! 
jo  And  when  30  And  when  he  had  faid  chefe  moving  things,  and 
ka^iteklngmre  w‘M‘DgIy  would  have  proceeded  further  in  his  ditcourfe, 
op, ‘and  ihc  go-  d grippe  (like  fV/tje,  chap,  xxiv  25.)  growing  uneafy  in 
v«ivor,  and  Ber-  his  confcicnce,  got  up  on  a  fudden,  as  not  caring  to 
Out’  jJlih  ^car  any  ra°re»  kft  **  Ihould  come  Itill  clofer  to  him 
ihem,  than  he  would  know  how  to  bear  ;  and,  upon  his  mo¬ 

tion  to  be  gone,  F eft  us  the  governor,  and  Bernice  the 
king's  Gfter,  and  all  tbc  aflembly  role  and  difper&d. 
ji  And,  when  3*  And  (■»*»»/*»•»»»•)  ad  they  were  going  away  from 
they  woe  Bone  the  court,  and  afterwards  while  they  retired,  they  talk— 
bcuetn^ them-  et*  one  t0  anotber  about  both  the  matter  and  , maimer 
frivci ,  raying ,  of  Paute  defence  of  himfrlf,  and  of  the  clo£lrine  he 
Thii  man  doth  preached;  and,  upon  the  whole,  it  carried  fuch  convic- 
STdESb.’Sif  «on  along  with  it,  that  they  agreed  in  faying,  This 
bands,  wonderful  man,  notwithftanding  all  the  clamour  that 

has  been  raifed  again  ft  him,  has  certainly  heen  guilty 
of  no  crime  that  deferves  death,  or  fo  much  as  confine¬ 
ment  or  bonds, 

ji-  Then  faid  32  And  (**)  particularly  king  Agrippa ,  who  well 

fcTlw^hismBn  undcf flood  both  the  Reman  and  Jrwjb  laws,  faid  to 

niigfct’have  been  Feftust  (who  feemed  to  be  of  the  fame  mind,)  I  really 

fe  n  liberty,  jf  am  of  opinion,  that  this  man  might,  and -in  jullice 

ed untoCeiiiv* "  Dught  to  have  been  difeharged,  had  he  not  appealed  to 

Nero  our  emperor  ;  there  is  no  law  of  God,  or  of  the 

government,  to  forbid  it  * ;  but  now  to  Cxfar  he  muft 

go  f.  And  fo  this  great  and  good  man  had  a  tcflimo- 

ny  in  the  conferences  of  ihofe  who  were  no  friends  to 

Chriftian  religion,  that  he  was  innocent,  and  that  there 

was  nothing  in  his  doQrine  for  which  any  one  ought  to 

fuffer,  merely  on  account  of  bis  profclling  and  preach - 

*n8  &  RECO  I/- 

h  O  T  E  5* 

*  There  was  at  prefent  no  Uw  of  ihe  cm-  wmii  hw,  no  judge  of  an  inferior  onurr  c^ald 
pirc  that  amlJ  itlTeO  Fait/;  For  Cfautlan't  c-  difeharge,  any  more  than  condemn  a  prisoner 
*|i£lf  chap,  iriil  i.  which  ba»ilbd  tlwJVwr  an  appeal  to  (7^r,  in  cafe  the  profaeu* 

(and  perhaps  included  the  Chriflijn*)  from  ton  joined  iGiic  upon  the  appeal,  and  con* 
jtjfljf,  died  with  him  ;  and  ftwd id  not  fee*  tented  to  t.  but  fbnit;  are  of  opinion,  that 
fin  ti>  pertecure  the  Chriiliui*,  tiU  the  tenth  unlcft  the  pt^cctitarj  did  to,  the  appeal  was 
veir  uf  his  nrign,  which  tta&at  Uaft  four,  rw«  sbfbbudy  binding;  a.nd  that  therefore 
tome  fsy  double  thjt  number  of  yean,  alter  /fr rifp*  an  1  b\'jlw h  bring  unwilling  to  difo* 
thy  time;  and  i hereforc  it  waRhidi  prudence  bilge  the  Jr** ct  by  tetnug  Paul  ar  liberty, 
tn  Patti  lo  appeal  to  ibine  might  be  nvxU  this  iWvv  for  no  exccic  of  their  romi- 

judged  by  the  imperial  laws,  rather  than  he  h:*n  in  cuJfody,  when  4  her  i  lam  ft  Wit 

delivered  up  la’ the  Jcwr,  in  chap,  xky,  knew  that  s  hly  n-iiyht  have  juitiftfd  ibe  dil* 
10,  1 1.  See  Dr  iUtnmfrij  on  the  place.  char^big  him,  Sec  Mr.  ikzrj  on  the  pbes* 
f  U  is  scumli?  isreed  thii*  bv  tbs  Jla* 
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Behold,  in  the  great  apoftfc*  what  a  confiftency  and  harmony  there  is  between 
Cbriftianity  and  good  manners*  and  what  an  amiabkiluftre  they  caft,  one  on  the 
pther*  cfpecially  when  we  are  called  to  a  defence  of  tne  gofpei !  And  how  great 
ntuft  our  iatisfaftion  be,  if  the  worlt  crime  our  enemies  can  lay  to  our  charge,  is 
an  avowcd'dependencc  on  God’s  promifes  and  performances,  relating  to  the  re* 
forr^ion  of  Chrift,  and  of  believers  to  eternal  life  through  him  !  Why  fhould 
thefe  things  be  thought  impoflibk%  or  unlikely  for  the  great  and  bleffcri  God  to 
do  ?  And  yet  how  many  blind  bigots,  worfc  than  tbc  heathens  themfdves,  are 
fo  inccnftd  again  It  the  profeffors  of  thrift,  as  to  think  them  deferring  of  impri- 
fonment  and  death*  only  for  holding  articles  of  faith,  as  plain  and  Important  as 
theft*  \  And  how  vile  muft  their  temper  be,  when  nothing  gratifies  them  more, 
than  forcing  his  proftdfed  difciples*  contrary  to  their  own  confciences*  to  Uaf- 
phemc  his  glorious  name!  But  behold  what  a  wonderful  change  the  grace  of 
God  makes  upon  thofe  that  were  under  the  power  of  the  ftrongelt  prejudices  to 
thrift  before,  and  might  be  juftly  deemed  pericciitors  of  himt  as  all  their  enmity 
to  hi*  members  and  caufe  was  for  his  fake !  He  can  reach  and  turntbeir  hearts, 
who  were  bringing  the  keeueft  dcftni&ion  upon  themfclves  by  their  impotent  op- 
pofition  to  him  ;  and  having  raifed  them  up,  as  monuments  of  diftingqifhing 
mercy,  can  mrikc  them  the  moft  ufcfal  and  eminent  preachers  of  his  gofpel»and 
give  ittm  a  noble,  vet  modeft  and  decent  courage,  to  maintain  it  before  the 
greateft  men  upon  earth ;  And  how  much  foerer  their  former  acquaintance  may 
be  nil-aged  agatnft  them  for  all  this*  Chrllt  will  take  them  under  bis  care  and 
protection*  And  will  make  their  mini  ftr  at  ions  fuccefcfiii  for  turning  tinners  of  all 
nations,  degrees,  and  characters*  from  darknefs  to  light*  atid  from  the  power  of 
Sat.m  to  God ;  and  for  bringing  them  to  that  faith,  repentance,  and  holinefs 
here,  which  (hall  certainly  ilfue  in  an  eternal  inheritance  among  the  fajnts  here- 
after.  Thefiim  of  the  gofpel,  which  corresponds  to  the  predictions  of  Mffis 
and  the  prophets,  and  by  means  of  which  believers  arc  brought  to  all  this  happi- 
refs,  lyes  in  the  doctrines  of  a  crucified  and  rifen  Saviour*  whofe  light  and  grace 
make  them  eflifUial  to  kl  vatic  n  :  And  though  feme,  like  FJtus,  "may  think  the 
preacMng  of  them  to  lie  talking  like  madmen ;  yet  they  are,  in  reality*  the  words 
of  the  greateft  truth  and  fobeniels ;  and  it  would  be  ft  range  indeed,  if  any  fhould 
deny  this,  that  know  and  own  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the 
plaincft  facts  of  the  Ne\v.w  But  alas  !  How  many  another?  that,  like  king  A * 
grippe  afTciit  10  the  do&rines  of  divine  revelation*  have  fome  convictions  of 
their  excellence*  and  concern  about  dialing  in  their  blcifirtgs ;  and  yet  never  get 
any  farther*  than  to  he  aJmolt  ChriftUiiG  !  O  happy  for  them,  were  they  altoge¬ 
ther  fo  !  Who*  that  has  any  companion  for  mankind*  would  not  wifh*  and  Ivg 
of  God*  that*  were  it  his  will*  all  who  hear  of  Chrift*  might  be  thoroughly 
brought  over  to  him,  and  partake  of  wry  thing  that  belongs  to  perfons  of  the 
Chriftian.charafter*  except  the  perfccution's  which  many  of  them  endure  for  his 
"fete  i  But  even  while  they  luffer  thefe,  they  have  enough  in  him  to  fuppnt  them ; 
and  ail  dilinterefted  perfons  muft  allow,  that  there  te  nothing  in  ChriitUG  reli¬ 
gion,  for  which  they  ought  tQ  be  deprived  of  tbeir liberty,  much  left  of  tbcirlives. 


CHAR  XXVII, 

|*aul  embarks  and  fits  failf  as  a  pri finer  y  fir  Rome,  t vhich  may  be 
caiied  his  fourth  apofiolic  journey^  though  under  confinement ,  i,— b* 
He  foretells  great  dangers  in  the  voyage ,  but  the  company  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  him%  y*r~!  I#  They  meet  with  d  threatening  ftom\y  which  re¬ 
duces  them  to  the  utmofi  extremity*  12,— 2C,  Paul*  neverthelefiyafi 
Jit  res  them  from  GW,  that  none  of  their  lives  fhould  be  kfiy  21,-26. 
'They  fuffer  a  terrible  Jblpw  tec  ky  but  at  length  they  all  land  with  fifty 
pt  though  with  great  djfic ultyy  on  a  certain  ifiand}  27, — 44* 
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TtlT. 

a  KD,  when  it 

w&tdcter  min¬ 
ed  (Jut  we  (hould 
Ail  kto  Italy, 
th-'y  delivered 
V  and  certain 
ocher  priCbnirs, 
unto  one  named 
Julius ,  a  centu¬ 
rion  of  Aajnitltts1 

hand. 


Paraphs  ash* 


'C’fiSTt/S  having  lefolvcd,  in  confeqi 
appeal  to  Gafar,  and  of  Agrippd $  a 


ft  And,  cuter* 


uence  of  Pat rfs 
advice  upon  it, 

{chap.  xxvi.  32,)  that  he  (hot) id  be  feot  to  Nero  at  his 
imperial  feat  in  Italy,  it  was  ordered  by  Providence,  for 
wife  and  holy  purpofes,  and  was  concluded  by  Fejius, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  (horteit  and  lead  expenfirc 
paflage,  that  the  apoftle  and  thofe  of  usj  who  were  his 
companions  and  defirous  to  flick  by  him  to  the  hit, 
Ihould  go  to  Rome  by  fea :  Accordingly  they  that  had 
him  in  cuftody,  during  his  confinement  at  Cafarea,  de¬ 
livered  up  their  charge,  and  committed  Paul,  togerher 
with  other  prifoners,  who  were  likewife,  for  diverfe 
caafes,  to  appear  ar  CafaAi  tribunal,  to  the  care  of  one 
yu/«sj,  a  Roman  captain  of  an  hundred  foldiers,  belong* 
ing  to  a  body  of  troops,  that  went  by  the  name  of  Au- 
gvft 0  A  legion. 

.  .  .  2  And,  embarking  in  a  veffel,  which  came  from  A- 

dramyttium,  a  fea  port  of  Myfia,  in:the  Icjfer  Afta,  we 
bunched,  non-  thru  ft  out,  and  fet  fail,  defigning  to  coalt  along  the 
“8  *?'*  r 1  **  fl>ore  of  (hcUJJer  Ajia,  there  being  with  us,  in  the  (hip*, 

Arrtarchui'aMat  another  Chriuian  friend  and  hrother,  namely,  the  me- 
ccdanian  ,  of  morable  Arifiarchui  of  Theffalontca ,  the  metropolis  of 
ThclT.Joniea,  be-  Macedonia,  who  was  the  apoftle’B  companion  in  many 
of  hts  travels  and  fu  fieri  nge.  {Chap.  xix.  29.  and  xx.  4.) 

3  The  next  day,  .after  we  went  aboard,  we  arrived  at 
Sidon,  a  noted  city  of  Phoenicia,  where,  the  fhip  ma¬ 
king  a  (hort  ftay,  God  gave  Paul  fuch  favour  in  the  eyes 
of  Julius  the  centurion,  thatheufed  him  with  great  hu¬ 
manity,  more  like  a  friend  than  a  prifoner,  and  had 
fucb  confidence  in  his  faitbfulnefs  and  honour,  as  to  al¬ 
low  him'  free  liberty  of  going  to  viiit  fome  of  his  Chrif- 
tian  brethren  there,  that  he  might  have  the  pleafure  of 
their  company,  and  the  benefit  of  their  care,  { 

in  fupplying  him  with  good  provifions  for  his  pre- 
fent  tefrefhment,  and  the  remainder  of  his  voyage. 

4  And  when  we  put  off  from  thence,  in  (lead  of  fail¬ 
ing  ftraight  forward  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  foleaving  Cy- 
prut  on  the  tight  hand,  we  were  obliged  to  coaft  round 

tho 


inj  with  us. 

j  And  the  next 

day  wc  touched  u. 
SMon,  And  J u— 
lilts  coerrepofly 
introttd  Paul , 
and  gave  Aim  li¬ 
berty  to  go  unto 
hu  tricnrU  to  re- 

fitDi  liimftir. 


S  And,  when 
hid  launched 
from  1  hence,  wc 
failed  imdfr  Cv- 
pnu,  bccaufc  the 
winds 

N  O 

*  The  Saft  ve  heard  of  the  hiftortan  JUir, 
and  of  Arijlsrchu^  when  P&tl  went  to 
and  was  fefrerf  in  the  lemple, 
(chap,  XKI4)  That  Arifttin&ns  went  with 
him  thither,  mult  he  fuppofed*  becaufe  he 
was  one  of  the  mtffcngm  of  the  church  at 
Tbc£hlcmcay  to  accompany  him  in  carrying 

_ 1 _ .  -i _ _ u_ 


T  E* 

fp eating, of  liimfdf  as  one  of  Pd«r*  com¬ 
pany,  when  he  arrived  at  Jtrxfiktn,  chap* 
xxu  IT,  (See  the  note  on  chap,  xx*  j*) 
And  ai  we  now  find  both  tbefe  perfon*  with 
Poof  at  his  going  a  (hip- board,  it  is  rcafonabki 
to  conclude^  that  they  cither  went  with  him* 
^  or  foon  followed  him  from  Jtrttfahtn  to  C*n 
their  charitable  contributions  to  the  p.-rarChri-  and,  probably  attended  him  ulj  thfl^ 

fttans  there,  chap,  ax*  4-  And  that  Luk*  time  of  bis  confinement  there- 
jpTclled  with  him  thither,  appears  from  his 


3*4 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrafcd.  Cb,  xxvii. 


irindi  were  con~ 
mry. 


j  And,  when 
we  had  tiled  ottr 
the  Tea  of  Cilicia 
and  FiunpIiylU, 
we  Cumc  (G  My¬ 
ra*  a  dfj  ofLycia* 

6  And  there 
the  centurion 
frurcd  a  ftiip  of 
Alexandria  fail* 
iog  into  July ; 
and  he  pot  u$ 
therein, 

j  And  when 
we  had  failed 
flowlymanydavs, 
and  fcarce  were 
enme  wtr  again  ft 
Cnpduf,  the  wind 
Tint  fu  tiering  US, 
we  tailed  under 
Cretf>OTGr  againit 
Salmanc : 


8  Andt  hardly 
paflinjL  it,  came 
untna  pLcewhich 
IS  Called,  Thetair 
havens  ,  nigh 
^hereunto 
the  city  e/  l»afca. 

9  Nuw  when 
iruch  time  was 
fpcnr,  amt  when 
failing  was  now 
dangerous,  be - 
caufe  ihc  fafl  was 
flow  already  raft, 

Paul  admomthed 

lbemt 


the  northern  fide  cf  that  iftind,  between  that  aod  the 
continent  j  beciufe  the  winds  lay  fo  fnH  in  our  teeth, 
that  we  could  not  fteer  a  dir  eft  courfe. 

5  But  afterwards  failing  along,  near  the  CiUctanz nd 
Pampbylian  (bores,  over  the  fea,  which  takes  its  name 
from  thofe  countries  of  the  lejfer  Afia^  we  fafely  arrived 
at  Myra ,  the  metropolis  of  the  province  of  Lycia,  and 
the  port  to  which  the  vtflel  was  bound. 

6  And  there  the  Roman  officer  meeting  with  a  fhip 
that  came  from  the  tamnus  Alexandria  in  Egypt)  snd 
was  bound  for  halyy  with  a  lading  of  wheat  and  other 
merchandize,  ( ver .  18,38.)  he,  contracting  with  the 
mailer  for  our  paflage,  ordered  u9  to  quit  the  other  vet 
fcl,  and  go  on  board  this. 

7  Then  (jf)  putting  to  fea  again,  we  for  iome  time 
made  but  little  way  for  want  of  a  favourable  gale  j  fo 
that,  after  feveral  days,  'we  bad  fcarce  got  forward  filly 
leagues,  not  quite  fo  far  as  ovcr-agatnft  Cnitlut ,  a  Cape 
and  c>ty  of  the  peninfula  of  Carta  ;  and  the  wind  being 
fo  much  again  ft  us,  that  we  could  not  keep  on  a  dir  eft 
courfe,  as  was  intended,  to  leave  Crete  on  the  left  hand, 
we  were  forced  to  fail  under  that  ifland  on  the  other  fide, 
over-againft  its  eaflern  cape,  which  goes  by  the  name 
of  the  ptomontory  of  Sahnenc. 

8  And  after  we  bad,  with  great  difficulty,  got  about 
that  point,  we  foon  reached  a  port  that  lay  a.  few 
leagues  faither  in  that  part  of  the.illand,  and  goes  by 
the  name  of  the  Fair  havens  *,  and- is,  indeed,  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  name,  a  beautiful  porf  for  iituation  and  prof- 
peft,  not  far  from  the  city  of  Lafea. 

9,  1 0  Now  when  a  good  deal  of  time  had  been  wafted 
in  proceeding  only  thus  tar,  and  I’.-.iling  grew  extremely 
dangerous,  by  means  of  the  long  and  dark  nights,  and 
the  tempeftuous  feafon  of  the  year  that  were  coming  on} 
for  autumn  was  by  this  time  pretty  far  advanced,  the 
annual  fall  of  th  ejeivf  f  on  the  great  d*y  of  atonement, 
which  was  the  tenth  day  of  the  fcventh  month,  (Lev. 
xxiii.  27,  28.)  being  already  pall,  Pau/wasftrongly  iru- 
prcfled  with  an  apprehenbon  of  the  bad  confequcnce  of 
venturing  out  to  fea  again,  at  fuch  a  perilous  feafon  : 
And  therefore,  though  he  all  along  trufted  in  the  lord 
to  carry  him  fafe  to  Acme,  according  to  his  promtfe, 
{chap,  xxiii.  1  ] .)  yet,  that  he  might  not  neglect  any 


means 


NOTE. 

• .  The  far  k.;vtni  Hill  regain*  that  name  in  faft  on  the  great  day  of  aiosiement ;  and  it 
the  ifl&iwt  of  LrfU,  which  is  now  called  Cap*  that  rdl  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  leecnth 
in  vlae  Mf&tirrantzK  (ci.  month,  of  of  the  monihTreW,  which  an- 

t  The  Jcfi,  by  way  of  eminence,  (m  ftrtttd  partly  to  aur  StpUmitr,  and  partly  to 
Witat)  teems  plainly  to  mean  the  folsnm  our  Qttrifr  it  was  about  Mjabmimat.  -■* 


Ch.  nviL 

ie  And  faid 
until  fheoi,  Sirtt 
I  perceive  that 
ihi$  voyage  will 
be  tilth  bun  and 
tticch  damage, 
n\A  only  of  the 
fjrling  aftd  (hip, 
hut  alfo  of  our 
lives. 


1 1  Ncverthc  - 
Jefs,  *heerntmr;on 
bitj£ved  the  mi* 
fkraiuliliowncr 
t>{  the  lhipt  more 
(hiin  tttciu  tilings 
which  were  ifio- 
k«n  by  Paul, 


n  And«  be* 
cittle  \Uc  h;tVcn 
vos  tiot  commo¬ 
dious  to  winter 
in,  the  more  part 
advi&d  to  depart 
thence  a  Ho,  if  l>y 
any  means  they 
might  attain  to 
PJ  letiiec,  and  ibera 
to  winter  \  which 
is  on  haven  of 
O-etc,  and  licih 
KiwjiU  thefbuth- 
weft,  and  north* 
weft. 

t  $  And,  when 
the  fcutliwlnd 
blew  fofilyt  fup- 
poling  that  they 
ha  j  obtained  t*(ir 
pnrpofc ,  loof'ng 
theyil'icj 
dofc  by  Crete* 


ia  But  not  long 
after  there  arufc 
agamft  it  a  rem- 
peliuuus 
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means  of  prefcrvition,  nor  prefumptuoully  tempt  God 
by  unneceffarily  cipo£uig  himfelf  and  others  to  apparent 
hazards*  he  earneflly  int  rested  the  chief  perfons  among 
them  to  take  heed  what  they  did,  faying  to  them,  with 
a  prophetic  (pint,  Gentlemen,  I  clearly  fort  fee,  that,  if 
ye  refolve  to  purfuc  this  voyage  at  fo  incommodious  and 
ftormy  a  fcafon,  it  will  be  attended  with  fuch  injury, 
as  will  turn  to  your  own  fhame,*and  make  you 
dearly  repent  your  folly  and  raOmefs*  and  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  lofs  by  a  terrible  (hip wreck,  {>«***  J  not 

only  of  the  cargo  and  vcffd,  but  like  wife*  unlefc  God 
wonderfully  interpofe  to  prevent  ir*  (w,  23*  24.)  of 
our  own  lives,  who  are  to  fet  fail  in  her. 

1 1  Neverthelefs*  the  centurion,  fuppofing  that  Pat r/, 
though  an  honed  good  man*  underllood  little  of  fail¬ 
ing  }  and  having  a  better  opinion  of  the  judgment  of 
the  commander  of  the  veffel,  and  of  its  owner*  in  af¬ 
fairs  of  that  nature,  which  peculiarly  belonged  to  their 
province,  who  perluaded  him  that  they  might  go  with 
all  fafety*  he  gave  credit  to  them,  rather  than  to  the 
admonition  th**t  Paul  had  given  them. 

12  And  the  Fair  bavms>  though  plcafaru  for  Ctuadcm, 
being  a  veiy  inconvenient  winter  harbour,  because  it  lay 
open  to  the  noith-eaftern  feas  and  (lor ms,  the  majority 
of  the  (hip's  company  agreed,  while  fame  cf  them 
were  otherwife  minded*  that  it  would  be  bed  to  fet  fail 
from  thence,  and  try  whether  they  might  not  make 
fhife  to  reach,  at  lcaft,  as  far  as  Phctnicct  and  take  up 
their  winter  ftnuou  there,  which  is  a  no;  her  pent  at  the 
weflern  end  of  Cretey  and  lay  between  two  necks  of 
land*  one  of  which  ran  outward  the  fomh-wellt  and 
the  other  toward  the  north»weft  points  of  the  heavens  ; 
and  fo,  being  well  defended  againft  the  mod  dangerous 
winds,  (hip &  might  ride  there  with  greater  fafety. 

13  And  God,  in  bis  providence,  Coffering  them  to 
follow  this  counlel,  that  he  might  make  his  power 
known  in  carrying  them  through  the  greateft  dangers* 
and  might  take  an  opportunity  of  honouring  and  di- 
ftinguifhing  his  fervant  Paul9  by  remarkable  tokens  of 
his  favour;)  as  (bon  as  the  (ouch  wind  blew  with  a  gen¬ 
tle  gale,  they  flattering  thcmfelves  that*  by  the  help  of 
this,  they  (hould  gain  their  point*  weighed  anchor,  and 
coafted  along  the  (bore  cf  that  ifland  as  near  as  they 
could* 

14  But*  to  their  great  difappointmenr,  the  wind  (bon 
choppy!  about,  and  a  terrible  temped,  like  a  hurricane* 

arefe,  and  beat  upon  them*  which  as 

called 
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vuui,  ealkd  Eq- 
rodydou* 


t$  AnAwhtn 
ibc  fiiip 
oa^ht,  and  coqM 
jioi  bcir  up  into 
fbc  w>nd,  we  br 
ivr  dme. 


tff  And  rnn- 
olog  under  a.  ctr- 
fain  illand  which 
»  called  GJscda, 
.we  kul  much 
work  to  come  by 
the  boat  ± 

«7  Which  when 
they  hai  token 
up,  they  nfed 
fiitlp*,  under "itd- 
ingtht  (h\p;  and. 
faring  left  they 
Arnold  fall  inro 
the  qtiick'Us, 
Arekt  faUt  and  fo 
wens  driven. 


iti  And*  we  be- 
ins  exceedingly 
tolled  with  a  tem¬ 
pt  ft*  the  next  du} 
iheylighlitied  the 
ftip* 


19  And  the 
third  day  wc  caft 
eat  with  our  own 
hands 


called  Euroclydon  *,  and  may  Ggnify  a  wind  that  riles 
fuddenly  from  Hie  eaft,  and  puts  the  fea  into  a  great 
commotion,  or  Euro  Aquilo,  which  Ggoifies  a  nonh¬ 
ead  wind. 

15  And  when  the  veflel  was  whirled  and  tolled  about, 
[<r»w?nriitT»t)  and  aim  oft  fwaHowed  up  in  the  (urging 
waves,  and  we  were  not  able  to  (leer  a  regular  courfe,  or 
to  face  and  make  head  again  ft  the  impetuous  florin,  we 
were  almoft  at  our  wits  end,  and,  daggering  about  like 
drunken  men,  ( Pfal .  evii.  27.)  even  committed  the 
(hip  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  wares,  and  let  her 
drive  at  random,  wherever  they  might  force  her,  in 
hope  that,  poffibly,  God  might,  fome  way  or  other,  ap¬ 
pear  for  our  prefervation. 

16  And  .  while  we  were  hurried  along,  and  driven 
under  the  Chore  of  a  fmall  tfland,  called  Clauds ,  a  few 
leagues  diftaot  from  the  fouth-weftern  part  of  Crete,  it 
was  with  the  utmoft.  difficulty  that  we  hauled  up  the 
(hip’s  boat,  and  became  matters  of  it  for  fucb  lues  as 
occalion  might  require  in  our  greateft  extremity. 

17  The  mariners  having  taken  up,  and  fecund  the 
boat,  fet  themfelvee,  in  the  heft  manner  they  could,  to 
ftrengthen  and  prefenre  the  (hip  itfelf,  hy  conveying 
large  ropes  under  the  "bottom,  and  girding  it  all  around 
about,  as  tight  as  poffible,  to  hold  its  Gdes  together, 
and  prevent  its  fplitting  and  (battering  to  pieces : .  And 
when  they  found  that  the  (hip  worked  toward  the  Afri¬ 
can  (bore,  and  were  afraid  left  (he  fliould  ftrike  upon  the 
noted  quicklands,  which  by  on  that  coaft,  they  drop¬ 
ped  tbeir  fails,  and  fo  let  her  drive  juft  as  Providence, 
which  rules  the  winds  and  the  waves,  (hould  cariy  her. 

18  And  we  being  flill  difmally  tofied  about  by  the 
furious  winter  dorms,  (2:,*^*f*f***s*  «#«-)  now  lifted  up 
on  the  fwelling  waves  toward  the  heavens,  anon  funk 
down  again  to  the  depths,  {Pfal-  eviu  2$.)  the  mari¬ 
ners,  on  the  morrow,  caft  forae  bulky  parts  of  the  car¬ 
go  over  board,  to  lighten  the  veflcl,  that  it  might  be 
the  better  fitted  to  rife  and  fall  with  the  foaming  bil¬ 
lows,  and  outlive  the  Aojm.  So  dear  were  their  lives 
to  them  above  all  the  treafures  of  this  world  { 

19  And  on  the  next  day  after  that,  the  danger  fo  fen- 
fibly  increafed,  that  all  hands  were  aloft ;  and  thofe  of 
us  that  were  only  pafleitgers,  joined  with  the  feamen  to 
throw  ovei-board,  even  as  much  of  the  urenfils  and 

furniture 


NOTE. 

*  Dr.  Mi! If  tcTTc  «,  that  the  AlttaadrioB,  Gnli&i,  Soebsrt,  ncxuoenJ,  eniil  fcveral  0- 
and  Eittbiopic,  for  Rypnuvlai  tcad  tber  learned  men,  tLiiiiK  that  thh  i,  die  vtnd 
Sm»m«.  And  u  that  Cgnifiei  the  nitih-  hen  exprefled  by  the  I&tia  ward  niifcd  iav 
SfP,  which  would  drirt  tke1hij>  oat  tofu.  Greet, 
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luiods  cjtc  tack* 
liugof  the  ihlp* 

kb  And  when 
neither  fun  nor 
Ehrs  in  mayday? 
ippcwcd,  and  no 
fmall  temped  lay 
on  nj,  all  hope 
ihii  vfa  fhoulrt  be 
ftvwl  was  then 
taken  away. 


it  But*  after 
tong  abfrnenct, 
fitil  dood  forth 
in  the  midft  of 

lh^m;  and  fetid, 

Sirs  f*  dmuld 
hive  ncarfcfncd 
tin  to  me*  and  not 
have  Ion  fed  from 
Crete,anri  to  have 
£*ineri  t  hi  (harm 
and  toli. 


11  And  now  l 
*  short  you  to  be 
of  good  cheer: 
for  there  {hall  be 
no  toft  of  flay 
nun*  life  among 
you,  but  of  the 
lhip. 


furniture  of  tbe  (hip  itfclf,  as  could  be  any  way  fpared* 
or  was  apprehended  to  be  ufolels  to  us  in  our  forlorn 
condition. 

20  And  when  the  air  grew  fo  exceeding  thick  and 
dark,  that  we  could  neither  fee  tbe  body  of  the  fun  by 
day*  nor  the  flats  by  night,  for  the  fpace  of  federal  na¬ 
tural  days  together,  confiding  of  four-uid-twenty  hours 
each  |  and  when,  at  the  fame  time,  boifterous  weather, 
which  made  the  fea  roar,  and  the  waves  fwcll,  ft  lit 
continued  to  diftrtfs  us,  we  were  reduced  to  the  very 
brink  of  defpair,  and  bad  no  manner  of  hope  that, 
without  a  miracle,  any  of  us  tou)d  efcape  being  call  a-- 
way,  and  peri  filing  in  the  mighty  waters.  " 

at  But  after  we  had  abflained,  for  a  great  while, 
from  our  ordinary  and  regular  meals,  forhe  baring  n<* 
heart  to  ear,  thro'  tbe  terror  of  their  minds ;  and  others 
of  us  being  moved,  by  a  religious  fear  of  God,  to 
humble  ourfelres  with  fading, brfoie  him,  in  hourly  tx~ 
pe£tation  of  death  ;  Paul  flood  up  amougft  us  with 
great  compofureof  fpirit;  and,  though  a  piifoner,  fpoke 
with  the  authority  and  companion  of  an  apoflle  of 
Cluifl,  firfl  in  a  way  of  gentle  rebuke,  and  then  of 
feafonable  confolation,  facing  particularly  ro  them  that 
were  fo  eager  for  profecuting  the  voyage,  \ver.  1 1,  12.) 
Sirs,  It  would  have  been  your  prudence  and  intereft,  as 
well  as  duty,  to  have  complied  with  the  folemn  admo¬ 
nition  which  I  gave  you  at  the  Fair  have? ii,  about  the 
danger  of  venturing  out  from  thence  to-  fea  at  this  ftor- 
my  feafou,  (ver*  8,  yr  to.};  and  ye  ought  doc  to  have 
left  that  port  in  Crete  to  expofe  yourftlves  to  all  this 
mtfehief  and  damage,  (wvJViMflvrM  wmw  i^uv)  which 
I  fuppofe  ye  are  now  afliamed  of,  as  feeing,  to  your 
coft,  how  ye  have  brought  it  upon  ypur  own  heads ; 
and  how  all  your  fkill  in  navigation,  and  hopes'  of 
gaining  time  and  profit,  by  puthing  forwards,  have 
been  miferably  confounded. 

22  However,  I  would  not  aggravate  your  forrows,  nor 
entertain  tbe  lead  refentmenr  for  tbe  contempt  which 
ye  then  put  upon  my  advice.  No,  I  rejoice,  that,  a- 
mtdft  all  thefc  terrors,  I  am  able  to  fpeak  a  word  of 
comfort  to  you  ;  I  therefore  now  befecch  you  to  be  of 
good  heart,  and  not  defpair  of  fafety  by  the  mercy  of 
God,  notwithstanding  all  your  former  folly,  and  prefent 
danger ;  For  I  can  certainly  allure  you,  that  not  Hie  life 
of  any  one  of  you  all  f hail  be  loft,  only  the  flap  itfclf 
will  be  caft  away.  I  fpeak  not  this  from  any  private 
gtiefs,  or  judgment  of  ray  own,  but  byfpecial  and  un¬ 
doubted 
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«3  For  tbrrc 
flood  by  me  this 
right  thtuigeLof 
Godj.wbofe  I 
andvbois  I  fcrve. 


&4  Sapng  ^ 
Tew  no*,  PmI  ; 
tboa  tnnfl  he 
feraoghc  before 
Cefar:  sod,  to, 
God.  hath  gtren 
thee  all  them  that 
til  with  tbttt 


ij  Wherefore, 
fin*  bt-of  £<x>d 
diar:  tor  1  be¬ 
lieve  God  it 
fh*]]  he  even  is  it 
test  told  me. 


id  Hovheit,  w 
tnuft  be  qIt  upon 
s  certain  iiLin<L' 


Bet  when 
the  fourteenth 
ntj*ht  vis  tome* 
■»  we  were  tlilvtu 


doubted  intimation  from  the  great  God  himfelf,  whofe 
kingdom  rules  over  aJI , 

23  For,  this  very  night  lad  pad,  that  God,  whofe  I 
am,  in  common  with  all  others  by  creation  and  prefer- 
vatton,  and,  in  a  way  of  more  peculiar  property,  by  his 
fpecial  choice  and  redemption,  by  covenant-relation!  and 
by  his  fubdutng  my  heart  to  himfelf*  and  my  own  con¬ 
tent  to  be  his  i  whufe  apoftle  sdfo  !  am,  arid  whom,  by 
bis  grace,  I  chcarfuliy  make  it  the  great  bufinefs  of  my 
life  to  ferve,  in  preaching  his  pofp.-l,  and  in  all  manner 
of  holy  convocation  and  godtin^fs  ;  This  my  God,  I 
fay,  fent  his  angel,  a  glorious  inhabitant  of  the  heaven¬ 
ly  world,  who  appeared  to  me  in  a  vifion,  as  plainly  os 
if  he  had  been  a  man  (landing  by  me  : 

24  And  he  fpoke  to  me  by  name,  faying,  Pautf  not- 
w  it  h  (landing  all  the  t  breaming  and  formidable  perils 
that  now  encompafs  you.  Be  not  dtfmaycd,  as  though 
the  Lord  Jefus  had  forfaken  you,  and  would  nor  arife  to 
help  and  Cave  you :  For,  as  he  told  you,  when  in  a  for¬ 
mer  vlfion  be  himfelf  appeared  to  you,  {chap*  xxiir*  II,} 
you  mud,  and  fhall  be  fafdy  conducted  to  the  Rinnan. 
emperor,  to  whom  you  are  now  going,  that  you  may 
preach  his  gofpcl  ax  Rome:  And,  infiead  of  the  (hip’s 
crew  being  in  danger  of  lofing  their  lives  for  your  fake, 
as  the  mariners  were  of  old  for  the  fakeof  a  former  pro¬ 
phet,  who  was  flying  away  from  the  pretence  of  tbe 
Lord,  {Jon.  h  io, — 12*)  obferve  what  I  now  further¬ 
more  tell  you,  God,  in  his  great  condefcenCon  and 
kindnefs,  has,  for  your  fake,  and  according  to  the  de¬ 
fire  of  your  heart,  given  every  one  of  them  their  lives 
that  are  failing  in  the  (hip  with  you  }  fo  that  none  of 
them  (hall  be  loft* 

^25  1  therefore  beg,  Sirs,  that  none  of  you  would  give 
way  to  difeouragement :  For  1  have  an  entire  cruft  and 
confidence  in  God,  according  to  his  promife  \  and  fo 
great  has  been  my  experience  of  his  power,  goodnefs, 
and  fjirhfutnds  tu  his  word,  that  1  firmly  believe  the 
event  will  perfe£lly  anfiver  what  this  heavenly  mdTenger 
has  told  me  from  him* 

76  Ncvertheicfs,  1  am,  with  equal  certainty,  a ffu red, 
that  we  (hall  not  be  able  to  reach  the  p^rt  for  tvhich 
we  are  bound}  but  (ball  fall  upon  fome  iflaud,  the  name 
of  which  is  at  prefent  unknown,  as  not  being  revealed 
to  me,  where  we  mull  land,  to  efcv.pe  the  dangers  of 
the  ft 'A* 

7*  Accordingly,  after  all  this,  and  juft  a  fortnight 
from  the  time  that  the  terrible  ftofm  began,  white,  a- 
bout  the  middle  of  the  night,  we  were  tailed  up  and 

down. 
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op  and  dovrr  fQ' 
Adris^boonniil- 
night  ibe  fclp* 
ncn  deemed  that 
ihcydtcw  near  to 
fom*  country; 

1%  And  found¬ 
ed,  and  found  Lt 
twenty  fathoms; 
andt  *tien  ihcy 
had  gone  a  Uttlc 
funlitr  ,  they 
founded  ajasn, 
and  found  ir  fif¬ 
teen  fathoms. 


19  Then,  fear¬ 
ing  left-  they 
fhould  have  fallen 
upon  rocks,  thry 
caft  four  anchors 
out  of  the  ftern* 
and  wilhcd  for  the 
day. 

\a  And  as  (lie 
Jhtpiucn  were  a- 
bout  I-.:  ftecout  of 
the  ftiip,  when 
they  had kt  down 
the  boat  into  the 
fca,  under  colour 
as  tlrtagh  they 
vould  have  caft 
anchors  out  of 
the  forcfliipi 


PaulfaMto 
the  cent  on- ;n  ^ 
and.  to  the  fol- 
dim  ,  Except 
thefe  abide  in  the 
ibip,  ye  cumul  be 
laVCd,. 


down,  and  carried  to  and  fro,  by  the  violence  of  the 
temped,  in  that  part  of  the  Mediterranean  which  is 
the  Adriatic  Tea  *,  the  mariners  apprehended  that  they 
were  malting  toward  fome  land ;  and  fo  might  poflibly 
get  aOiore,  if  they  could  but  efcape  the  danger  of  run¬ 
ning  a-ground. 

18  And  to  affift  their  judgment  about  It,  they  let 
down  the  plummet  to  found  the  depth  of  the  water,  and 
found  it  to  be  twenty  fathoms,  which,  reckoning  fix 
feet  to  a  fathom,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet*  and 
foon  after,  when  they  had  made  a  little  more  way,  they 
let  down  the  founding  line  and  plummet  again,  and 
found  that  they  came  into  (hallow  water;  it  being  then 
hut  fifteen  fathoms,  or  ninety  feet  deep. 

29  Then  being  more  fully  fatisfied  that  they  drew 
near  to  a  ihore,  and  being  afraid  left  they  fhould  ftrike 
and  fplit  upon  fome  rock  or  other,  in  their  approach  to 
it,  they  drop!  four  anchors  out  of  the  hinder  part  of  the 
(hip,  and  lay  by,  carneftly  longing  for  break  of  day,  that 
they  might  fee  what  firuation  they  were  in. 

30  In  the  mean  white,  the  Tailors  apprehenfive  of  ex¬ 
treme  danger,  and  not  believing  the  afluranees  of  prefer- 
varion  which  the  apoftle  had  given  them  from  God, 
{ver.  22, — 25.)  attempted  to  quit  the  veflel,  and  Ihift 
for  thcmfclves  in  the  boat  which  they  had  hoifted  into  the 
(hip  fome  time  before,  (ver.  i6t  17.) ;  and,  in  order 
hereunto,  they  had  let  it  down  again  into  the  fea,  under 
pretence  of  only  going  into  it  for  the  convenience  of 
dropping  anchors  out  of  the  fore  part  of  the  (hip,  chat 
(he  might  ride  with  the  greater  fafety. 

31  But  Paul  (probably  by  divine  fuggeflion)  feeing 
thro’  their  deftgn,  and  its  dangerous  tendency,  faid  to 
the  centurion  and  his  foldiers,  take  heed, That  rfiefe  m  1- 
riners  be  not  fufiered  to  make  tbeir  efcape  ;  For  God’s 
peremptorily  afiuring  me,  (ver-  24,)  that  wc  (hall  all  be 
preferred,  (up  poles  that  it  is  to  be  done  in  the  itfe  of 
proper  means,  which  are  always  infeparably  connected 
with  the  end,  in  his  purpofes,  promifes,  and  perfor¬ 
mances  $  fo  that  unlefs  thefe  men  continue  in  the  (hip, 
to  manage  and  work  her  for  our  common  afliltance,  ye 
cannot  obtain  the  promifed  fafety,  this  being  the.  way 
that  God  has  appointed,  and.  will  own  Tor  bringing  it 
about. 


NOTE, 

*  j4£nJt  fe  fuppolrd  not  lo  be  meant  of  the  u*!ih  tht  bu\*r  pirt*  or  J>?Y 
gu'f  of  Venice  which  U  no*  ojllcd  (he  Adrii-  l 

hut  oi  [hat  put  of  the  Mt&Crr 
akich  lit}'  between  Crete  and  Sidlij^  tu£Clhi* 


32  Then 

Sr-  Dr.  tfV'-s 


h  a 


at  Then  ihe 
foldicruiitolf  i  he 
ropes  of  the  b<ut, 
a:ull«  her  tall  off*- 
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32  Then  the  foldiers,  as  well  as  the  centurion,  were 
fo  convinced  of  the  importance  of  this  advice,  that 
they  immediately  cut  the  ropes  by  which  the  boat  was 
fattened  to  the  (hip  ;  and  fo  let  it  fall  into  the  fea,  and 
run  adrift  out  of  their  reach,  to  prevent  the  Tailors  lea¬ 
ving  them  at  a  time  when  their  help  might  be  molt  of 
all  needful. 

34  And  while  we  were  waiting  for  day-light, 


33  And,  while 
the  U-iy  tns  ccm- 
ihg  uii.  Pad  be* 
Ajught  them  all 
lutxkc  meat,  fay  ■ 
injjt  Tnis  day  is 
the  fourteenth 
day  that  ye  lure 
tarried,  and  con* 
linusd  fafihi*  , 
having  taken  no¬ 
thing. 

34  Wherefore 
I  pray  you  to  Uke 
feme  meat;  for 
this  i$  for  your 
health ;  for  there 
Jfcall  not  an  hair 
jail  from  the  head 
«f  «jr  of  you* 


33* 


Paul  exhorted  and  encouraged  the  whole  company  to 
eat  and  refrefh  themfelves,  faying,  It  is  now  a  full 
fortnight,  (ver.  27.)  fince  ye  have  been  looking  for 
death,  rather  than  life  *,  and  all  that  rime  ye  have  "been 
in  fuch  confufion  and  terror  of  mind,  as  to  have  loft  all 
inclination  to  food,  and  have  continued  fading,  with¬ 
out  having  taken  one  regular  and  hearty  meal  *.  I 
therefore  earneftly  intreat  you  to  compofc  yourfelves, 
and  eat  as  much  as  may  be  proper  for  the  refrefhment 
of  animal  nature  :  For,  confidering  your  great  fatigues, 
frights,  and  long  ahftinence,  your  health  and  fafety 
(e-sTnjwrr)  require  it ;  fmee  ye  may  otberwife  feon  ficken, 
languifli,  and  faint  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  be  incapable 
of  eating  at  all,  or  of  (Irugglitig  through  the  difficul¬ 
ties  that  lye  before  you  :  For  I  have  fuch  confidence  in 
my  God,  that  I  can  depend  on  htB  promife,  which  I 
mentioned  to  you  before,  {ver.  24.)  and  therefore  I  af- 
fure  you  again  from  him,  that  by  his  blcffing,  in  the 
way  of  your  duty,  not  the  leaf!  harm  (hall  befal  any  of 
you  to  the  lots  of  life,  or  limb,  which,  to  fpeak  in  a 
proverbial  way,  that  is  often  ufed  among  the  Hebrews , 
(1  Sam.  xiv,  45.  2  Sam.  xiv.  ti.  1  Kings  i.  52.  and 
Luke  xxi.  18.)  (hall  be  as  entirely  fafe,  as  if  not  a  hair 
of  your  heads  were  to  fall  to  the  ground. 

35  And  when  he  had  fpoke  tbefe  encouraging  things, 
he  took  bread  into  bis  hands,  and,  according  to  his  re- 

_ _  ligrous  cuftom  at  fet  meals,  gave  thanks  to  God,  with 

to Uod  in prefcnn  great  folemnity,  for  tbeir  preservation  through  many 
dangers  hitherto,  for  his  promife  of  further  fafety,  and 
for  continuing  to  them  their  ncceflary  provifion  ;  hed¬ 
ging  that  it  might  be  fan£Ufied  to  their  ufe,  and  they 
might  receive  it  with  grateful  hearts,  and  have  proper 
nourifliment  by  it  to  ftrengthen  them  for  the  toils 
which  lay  .immediately  before  them :  And  this  he  did 

in 

NOTE. 

*  But  fome  learned  wrlten  take  the  literal  44  pc&rrioir  of  the  fourteenth  day  (which 
oonftraA'-on  and  meaning  of  ihcfc  iwrds  te  (l  they  looked  upon  u  a  critical  time,  wbeQ 
be,  4*  jfjpdUnf  the  fcurittfith  day*  -urhkk  h  to  “  their  danger  would  be  ar  the  higheflj  they 
“  dajf  yc  touritsne  txiiiig*  So  the  '*  hid  forgot  to  take  thtiT  nfual  repart  ;  not 

“  meaning  that  they  luid  taken  no  food  4i  that  they  had  failed  fourteen  dayi.’* 
“  ill  that  day;  and  hr  plies,  that  out  of  ex*  Btachustps  fccrtd  cl*jpc£t  voi,  U*  p*  tvu 


33  And  when 
he  had  thm  Jpo* 
keifbetook  bread, 
a^d  gave  thanks 


eh*  xxrii, 

of  i  htm  til,  in  d 
when  he  had  bro* 
ten  if  he  begin  to 

til. 


Then 
they  all  of  good 
cheer,  and* they 
sho  took  fimt 

Jiieit. 


If  And  ve 
vtrein  all  in  the 
[frip,twa  hundred 
llircelcoreandrix* 
keen  JoqU* 


36  And,  when 
they  bad  eaten 
enough»dwy  ligh¬ 
tened  tbe  Ibip  y 
and  eaft  ovi  the 
wheat  into  the 
fa. 


3*  And  when 
it  wu  day  they 
knew  not  the 
land;  but  they 
diftovertd  a  cer¬ 
tain  creek,  with 
a  fhore,  into  the 
which  they  were 
minded,  ft'it  were 
pofUble,  tothruft 
In  the  Ihip, 
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tn  the  fight  and  hearing  of  all  the  (hip's  crew,  as  not 
being  afraid,  or  athamed,  ro  own  God  before  heathens 
and  foldkrs,  how  Jietle  fenfe  foever  they  might  have  of 
religion,  or  how  much  foever  they  might  defpife  it: 
And,  when  he  had  broke  the  bread,  he  fet  them  an  ex¬ 
ample  by  beginning  htmfelf  to  eat  of  it. 

36  Then  they  all,  being  revived  and  comforted,  by 
heariog  and- feeing  what  he  faicl  and  did,  took  food,  and 
cat  of  it,  likswife,  till  they  had  enough,  (per.  38.)  in 
hopes  that  ft  might  be  the  means  of  iiipporting  a  life, 
which  they  were  fo  firmly  a  flu  red  fhould  be  continued 
to  them. 

37  And  the  whole  company  that  were  in  the  fhip, 
including  Paul  and  his  friends,  confided  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-fix  perfons,  who  had  immortal. fouls, 
that  were  to  be  mercifully  preferred  flill  in  the  body, 
and  fared  fo  well  for  the  a  pottle’s  fake. 

38  And  when  they  had  fktisiied  themfelves  by  eating 
as  plentiful  a  meal  as  was  agreeable  and  convenient  after 
fo  long  falling,  {yer.  33.}  they  dill  further,  to  disburden 
the  veflel,  that  it  might  draw  as  little  water  as  pofEble 
in  working  toward  the  fhore,  threw  the  wheat  and  o- 
ther  pr  ovi  lions  into  the  fea,  as  hoping  to  have  no  further 
occafion  for  any  more  food  till  they  fhould  get  to  land. ! 

39  Alt  this  palled  during  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
and  the  twilight  of  the  morning ;  and  when  it  grew 
broad  day,  they,  to  their  great  joy,  difeovered  land, 
and  found  themfelves  to  be  very  near  it,  though  they 
did  not  know  what  country  it  was  :  But,  looking  about 
them,-  they  obferved  a  certain  creek,  which  ran  up  in¬ 
to  the  fhore  j  and  hoping  that  it  might  be  a  little  har¬ 
bour  fit  for  their  purpofe,  they  were  defirous,  if  it 
might  be  practicable,  to  pufh  forwards,  and  carry  the 
veflel  into  it. 

40  And  getting  up  the  four  anchors  which  they  had 
before  call  out  of  the  Hern,  ( vtr .  29.)  they  committed 
the  veflel  to  the  current  of  the  wind  and  tide,  to  help 
her  forwards  as  Providence  fhould  direfl  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  they  Jocfened  the  bands  that  fattened  her  rud¬ 


ders  *»  and  hauled 


40  And  when 
they  bad  taken 
vn  the  inch  on  , 
they  committed 
tbimf rivet  onto 
the  fca,~and  Loo¬ 
ped  (he  rudder* 
hands,  and  hotted 
up  tbe  main  fill 

la 

N  O 

*  Ships,  St  feems,  in  tbofc  times  had  often 
two  rudders,  which  were  fafteneri  by  bands 
or  chain*,  one  on  each  fide  llie  Itup ;  when 
three  bands  were  Joofeoed,  or  h'Dgtheoed 
oc:,  the  rudders  funk  deeper  into  the  water, 
and  by  their  weight  preferred  the  ihip  fiom 
fcting  ovfriet  by  the  wind*.  Theft  iuar;ncrs 
ft-:m  ;o  have  bound  thl  mddev#  JJ  tight  a$ 
YouM.  + 


up  the  mainfaiij  which  they  had 

(truck 

T  £. 

they  could,  vluJc  they  by  at  anchor,  left 
they  thould  be  broke  ofTby  the  videnee  of  lb* 
ftrvrni  j  but  now  they  loefentd  their  hands^ 
th*t  they  might  the  belter  nft  them  jo  fleer¬ 
ing  the  Veflel,  and  it  might  move  ibe  more 
fltidily  and  fafcly  toward  lh$  thorc,  Vid* 
Pi/,  i>Kyy: 
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to  the  iind,  and  ftruck  before,  (ve r.  17.)  and  fo,  having  a  favourable 
ftiorc.  M*ayd  gale,  made  toward  the  land. 

41  And,  falling  4 1  Bat  (ft)  before  they  could  quite  reach  it,  they 

itno«  place  whew  fell  upon  a  (boat  of  fand,  which  was  wa(hed  by  two 
**"  ^"(hip  ?  currents  of  water,  one  on  each  fide }  and  by  that 
ground  and  the  means,  they  unavoidably  and  unawares  ran  the  (hip  a- 
icrtjMrt  ftwk  ground  ;  and  tbe  fore  part  (luck  fo  fad  in  the  fa  ads, 
Si nn^  that  there  was  no  bringing  ber  off,  or  making  her  play 
hut  the  hinder-  as  when  (he  lay  at  anchor t  and,  (*£)  in  confequence, 
pm  ms  broken  th<  hinder  part  was  foon  da  (bed  to  pieces  by  the  violence 
«'  tbe  of  the  waves ;  and  fo  the  (hip  foundered,  and  was  loft, 

as  had  been  foretold  by  Paul.  (ver.  2  2<) 

4*  And  the  42  In  this  extremity,  the  foldiers  that  had  the  charge 
frluK-rs  eowota  Qf  the  prifoners,  were  for  killing  them  out  of  hand,  and 
fWrs,  led  any  of  advtfed  their  commanding  officer  to  it,  left  any  of  their, 
them  HkmiM  fwim  that  could  fwim,  (hould  get  to  (hor«,  and  make  their 
out  2nd  eiape.  tfcape,  and  tbey  themfelves  (hould  be  called  to  an  ac¬ 
count  for  not  Teeming  them. 

43  Bu,,»?ewn*  43  ®ut  M  centurion  bad  a  great  value  for  Paul, 
f^^Viol/  kepc  whole  behaviour  had  all  along  been  unbtameable  and 
ttwm  from  fbtir  very  engaging,  and  whole  predictions  about  the  lofs  of 
porptfc.iinciatm-  the  (hip,  and  there  being  cart  on  a  certain  ifland,  (vrr. 
whlrh^rouWAvim  22>  were  already  fulfilled,  which  encouraged  his 
ihouid  rail  ihto-  hopes,  that  what  be  had  further  laid,  about  the  prefer- 
1,110  vat  ion  of  their  Jives,  (hould  have  its  full  accomplifh- 
budV’  SClto  ment;  he,  for  faving  this  excellent  man,  reftrained  the 
foldiers  from  executing  their  barbarous  prcje£t,  and 
commanded  that  fuch  of  them  as  could  fwim,  (hould 


firft  of  all  leap  into  the  fe a,  and  make  to  land,  that 
they  might  be  ready  to  affift  others,  and  to  fecure  the 
prifoners  as  faft  as  they  (hould  arrive  thither. 

4*  And  tic r«(V,  44  And  the  reft  of  the  company,  that  were  not  able 

Md’Vome  orTjro-  t0  fw’m»  he  ordered  to  (hift,  as  weil  as  they  could,  for 
hoi  fiats  of  the  themfelves,  fome  upon  the  planks  that  were  on  board, 
ftipp.  .And  f<,  it  an(j  others  opon  pieces  of  the  (hip-wreck  ;  and,  by  thefe 
thfy*  efraptd  aU  means,  all  that  Paul  had  foretold,  about  the  ifluc  of 
ink  :o  land.  this  voyage,  pun3ually  came  to  pofs ;  infomuch  that, 
by  the  wonderful  providence  of  God,  the  whole  com¬ 
pany  efcaped  with  tbeir  lives,  through  the  utmoft  dan- 
.  gers,  and  got  fafe  and  found  to  (liorc. 


R.SCOLLECTI  ONS. 

How  like  a  ftormy  voyage  is  the  paflitge  of  the  people  of  God  through  this 
world  !  Hat  how  feafouabiy  and  remarkably  doth  he  interpofe  by  his  Provident-i¬ 
on  their  behalf,  amsdft  their  grcatdfl  trials  and  dangers  !  He  often  gives  them 
f  :dt  favour  in  the  eyes  of  thole,  from  whom  they  might  bare  expected  hard  t:- 
fige,  that  even  lh:j  tliall  treat  liietn  courteoufly,  and  prevent  tbe  efie&s  of  rail) 
oniufels  to  kill  them  :  He  comiuanes  with  their  louts,  and  fpcaki  words  of  corn- 
i'.»t  10 .them,  wficn  gloomy  terrors  are  all  around  them :  He  fends  admonition; 
01  danger,  aad  mefihges  of  peace  by  then;  commands  a  blcflfcg  of  prcfervatioi. 

UpOtc 
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Upon  thrtn*  anfl  upon  others  for  their  fakes*  and  over  rules  the  worit  of  tertpeft* 
to  their  reputation  and  advantage  j  and  be  wilt  ever  fliew*  that  nothing  ran  hurt 
them,  who  are  under  his  peculiar  care  and  protection,  How  certainly  doth  the 
great  God  foreknow,  and  liow  eafily  can  be  infpirc  his  femnts  to  foretell  events 
that  hare  no  dependence  on  any  ftatod*  or  neoriTvy  operation  of  fccond  caufcs ! 
And  bow  infallibly  are  bis  abfolute  appointments  ami  promifes  brought  to  p.ifs, 
either  by  means  that  lye  beyond  tbe  reach  of  human  management*  like  the  winds* 
and  tbe  waves  of  the  fea,  or  that  lye  withiu  its  fphvrct  like  the  continuance  of 
the  mariners  in  tbe  fhip  I  But  tbe  means  and  end  arc  fo clofcly^nddeterminately 
connected  in  divine  fettfemeots,  that  the  end  cannot  be  accomplifhed,  according 
to  the  purpofe  of  God*  without  the  life  of  the  means  which  be  haa  appointed  for 
it,  and  which  our  faith  id  his  promifes  obliges  and  encourages  us  to  ufe*  with 
the  utmofl:  care  and  diligence,  as  ever  we  expert  a  performance  of  them.  What 
a  pleafure  is  it  to  be  able  to  think  and  (peak  of  the  bleffcd  God*  as  the  God* 
wbofe  we  are*  and  whom  we  ferve !  What  confidence  may  we  have  in  bis  word* 
and  what  comfort  and  courage  anoidft  the  molt  formidable  profpetfts,  when  he 
fays  unto  us.  Fear  not 1  But  how  ready  ate  carnal  men  to  tru/t  to  their  own  con¬ 
ceited  wifdom*  rather  than  to  the  revealed  mind  and  will  of  God  !  And  how 
great  are  the  mifehief  and  frame,  which  they  hereby  plunge  themfeiveT^nto  ! 
What  thanks  are  due  to  God,  and  how  folcmnly  ihoula  wc  pay  them  to  him  for 
our  daily  food,  S3  well  as  for  fignal  prefervations  and  deliverances,  and  for  hopes 
of  further  mercies i  But,  alas !  of  bow  low  account  are  all  the  merchandize  and 
treafures  of  this  world,  and  bow  readily  arc  they  thrown  over-board*  when  life 
itfelf  woo  Id  be  endangered  by  keeping  them  !  Yea,  bow  taflcLTs  is  onr  ncccfia- 
ry  food,  when  all  hope  of  life  is  taken  away ;  and  how  worth  lets  is  it*  when  we 
frail  have  ho  more  occation  for  it !  What  a  lively  emblem  is  alt  this  of  the  di- 
ftrdVes  of  an  awakened  conference*  and  of  its  ennu-mpr  of  all  thing*  here,  aftd  of 
life  itfelf,  in  comparifbn  with  the  falvation  of  the  foul  1  And  how  willing  frould 
we  be  to  abandon  them*  that  wc  may  outride  the  ft  on  os  of  divine  wrath,  and 
of  all  tribulations,  and  get  tafe  to  heaven  at  tail*  through  the  Redeemer^  merit* 
and  for  his  fake ! 


CHAP,  xxvnr. 

Paul  and  alt  tbejbip's  company  an  bofpitably  entertained  on  landing  at 
tbe  ijldndi  which  proved  to  be  Me  lira*  1*2.  He  is  miracuhujly  pre* 
ferved  from  hurt  by  a  viper  that  fit  zed  bit  bandt  3,-6*  Heals  Pu^ 
bliusV/j/Aer  of  a  fiver  and  bloody  flux^  and  other  ptrfins  of  varievi 
difeafitt  7,-10.  Satis  y  after  three  months  abode  at  Mdita*  to  Sy¬ 
racuse,  Rhegiura,  and  Puteoti,  from  whence  be  fits  out  on  foot  for 
Rome,  1 1* — 16.  On  bis  arrival  t hither f  be  is  committed  to  the  care 
<f  a  jingle  fildier  in  a  private  lodgings  whcre>  finding  for  fame  prin* 
cipal  Jews*  he  Jbrws  them  that  there  was  m  juft  caufe  for  his  impri* 
fimmenty  He  afterwards^  at  an  appointed  meetings  preach¬ 

es  the  gofpel  to  a  great  body  of  tbemf  fame  of  which  believed *  while  0- 
then  rej tiled  it *  ai*— 29*  And  continuing  two  years  as  a  pr finer 
at  large  in  bis  own  hired  houfip  be  preaches  y  vmnoUfted^  to  all  that 
came  to  bear  30*  31. 

Tut.  Paraphrase* 

XTl^HEN  Aftf/f  and  all  the  company  that  failed  with 
thm  they  knew  ”  him,  bad  e leaped  the  dangers  of  the  fea*  and 
that  were  fafely  landed  in  an  unknown  country*  which*  as 
be  had  foretold*  proved  to  be  a  certain  iflmid*  {chap* 
X  a  xxvii* 
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that  the  ifbnd 
was  call ed  Mvli- 
ta. 

%  Ai>d  the 
barbarous  people 
(hewed  its  do  little 
kind  nets ;  forth  cy 
k-rjdled  a  fire  t 
and  reined  us 
everyone,  beezufe 
of  the  prd-ru 
rain,  and  becaufe 
of  the  cold. 


3  And  when 
Paul  had  gather¬ 
ed  a  boodle  of 
flicks,  and  hid 
them  on  the  fire, 
there  eim^  a  vi* 
per  mu  of  the 
heat,  and  fann¬ 
ed  on  his  band. 


4  And  when 
the  barbarians 
law  e  he  venomous 
heart  bang  on  hit 
hand,  they  fald 
amoni*  them  - 
fclvoj,  No  doubt 
this  man  it  a  mur¬ 
derer. 


Txviu  2 6*  39.)  they  foon  learnt  by  the  inhabitants*  that 
it  was  culled  *  MeHta  or  Malta . 

2  And  as  we  came  aftiore  in  deftitute  and  deplorable 
circumOances;  fo  the  people  of  that  place  f*  tho>  illi¬ 
terate  and  unpolifhed  jn  their  manners  and  fpcech*  were 
fo  far  from  going'  to  plunder  the  wreck)  as  is  too  com¬ 
mon  in  fuch  cafes*  that  they  treated  us  with  more  than 
ordinary  humanity  and  kmdnefs:  For  God*  whole  good 
hand  was  always  upon  his  fervant  Paul,  and  whofepro- 
mife,  {chape,  xxvii.  24*  25.)  never  fails,  filled  their  hearts 
with  fuch  pity  towards  us*  that  they  immediately  made 
a  great  fire*  to  dry  and  warm  us \  and  took  us  into  their 
houfes*  to  foeher  us  again  ft  the  inclemency  of  the  fea* 
fon*  becaufe  the  weather  was  then  very  wet  and  coldf 
and  we  had  been  miferabty  drenched  in  the  fea* 

3  And  the  great  apoltle*  from  the  wonted  readinefs 
of  his  own  humble  and  benevolent  mind,  to  engage  in 
the  meanelt  offices  of  fervice  rather  than  from  any 
tnjnnftion  laid  upon  him*  as  a  piifoner*  was  very  ac¬ 
tive  in  gathering  together  an  arm  full  of  wood  *  and 
when  he  had  thrown  it  upon  the  fire,  a  viper*  which 
was  providentially  hid  in  the  bundle*  feeling  the  heat* 
leipt  out  from  it*  and  fattened  itfdf  upon  one  of  his 
hands* 

4  And  when  the  illiterate  iflanders  faw  this  wild* 
fierce,  and  venomous  creature  hanging  upon  his  hand ; 
as  they  had  fome  natural  notions  of  the  great  guilt  of 
murder*  and  of  the  juftice  of  Providence  in  revenging 
that,  and  fuch  like  enormous  fins  *  and  as*  being  ig¬ 
norant  of  a  future  judgment,  they  imagined  thar  the 
pimi foments  of  the  wicked  were  only  in  this  life*  and 
that  all  remarkable  calamities  were  fpeciai  executions 
of  wrath  upon  extraordinary  tranfgreflors  j  To  they  rafo* 
ly  concluded  in  their  own  minds*  and  faid  one  to  an¬ 
other*  without  waiting  for  the  event,  This  man*  who 
we  fee  by  bis  chain  is  a  prifoner*  has  certainly  commit¬ 
ted 


NOTES. 

_  *  This  1$  a  final  I  iflantl,  lying  between  S/-  Hence  ifidoJcrs  were  genenKy  counted  barb*. 

zndAfrka,  in  the  AfVdEftTnuiAt*  fta,  and  rism*  «  t-aving  left  opportunities  than  o- 
is  now  csUrd  Malta,  but  formerly  MWito,  a*  ttcr^  of  improrin^thcinrdves  by  coavtrli- 
pHne  fujipoft,  from  its  abounding  with  hoicy7  tion  :  The  inhabitants  of  Melt?  art  fuppofed 
Y'hich  in  the  Greek  h  wiled  Afro.  ^  by  Dr.  Ughifa&t  to  be  Africans,  and  by  fta- 

f  Barhnrcus  Mptf  does  iw  here  Ggoify  t&irt  to  be  Pb&nxtsns  *,  and  fome  observe 
perfons  rna^i  and  fiVage  in  their  temper;  for  that  the  coatf  ef  Africa,  which  ly<s  oppofcc 
tbewholaof  their  behaviour  was  juft  the  con-  to  this  ilhnd,  U  tilled  fttrhirjUMhis  day. 
tnry.  But  it  meant  peribns  that  wett  plain  J  The  centurion's  rcfficft  to  fW  was  fo 
and  un polite  in  their  manners  and  language,  great,  that  wc  can  fearcs  think  he  would  put 
and  were  pet  trolly  unacquainted  with  the  this  piece  of  drollery  upon  him,  imnjetU- 
Grtck  tongue,  md  with  the  arts  and  fricnrc*,  atcly  after  foe  fatigue  of  foe  Jhlpwretk. 
and  gentility  of  foe  mote  civilucd  oathMifc 


C6.  xxvtiu 

dtBT,vbomtth0* 
he  hath  c  leaped 
the  fo,  yet  vea- 
geance  |t> feet  h 
pot  to  live. 


S  Andhc  Jhook 
off  the  bead  into 
the  fire,  and  felt 
no  harm* 


tf  Howbeit,  they 
looked  when  he 
fhould  bavc 

fwottco,  or  fallen 

dotfn  dead  fud- 
dealy  :  but  after 
they  had  looked 
a  great  while, 
and  law  no  harm 
come  to  him, 
ttuy  changed 
their  minds  and 
laid  that  he  was  a 
god* 


?  In  the  fine 
quarutswere  pof- 
li. (tons  of  rhe 
chief  ruao  of  the 
iflaud  ,  whole 
name  was  Pub¬ 
lius,  who  recei¬ 
ved  ii5>  and  lot- 
ged  U3  three  day? 
count  oufly. 


fl  And  k  came 
to  pals  that  the 
father  of  Publius 
Uf  tick  of  a  le¬ 
ver, andof  a  bloo¬ 
dy  flux:  to  whom 

Paul 
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ted  no  left  a  crime  than  murder  ;  and  therefore  though 
he  has  narrowly  efcaped  death  by  the  ftorm  at  Tea,  which, 
in  all  likelihood,  was  railed  tor  his  fske,  he  is  now 
overtaken  by  divine  vengeance,  which  has  font  this  vi- 
per  todifpatch  him,  in  a  more  lingular  and  exemplary 
manner,  and  will  not  permit  fuch  a  wretch  to  live  any 
longer  upon  earth. 

y  He  therefore,  (*  #*<“  -)  to  confute  their  falfe  con- 
ftruftion  of  this  Providence,  which  God  defigned  for 
the  manifeftation  of  his  own  glory,  and  of  Paul's  in- 
nocency  and  accepfablenels  to  him,  Ihook  the  (erpenc 
off  from  his  hand  into  the  lire,  with  the  ut moll  cafe 
and  compofure  of  mind,  and  did  not  fader  the  lea  It  in¬ 
jury  by  it  * 

6  However,  the  Barbarians,  knowing  the  malignant 
and  poifonous  quality  of  the  viper,  looked  intently  at 
him,  and  expefted  that,  as  was  ufual  in  like  cafes,  his 
body  would  hive  fwelled  with  an  inflammation,  or  that 
be  would  have  immediately  fallen  down  dead  ;  But  when 
they  had  watched  a  con fiderable  time,  with  an  expecta¬ 
tion  of  one  or  other  of  thefe  difmal  eflV£ls,  and  faw  that, 
on  the  contrary,  he  remained  found  and  well,  eafy  and 
chearful,  and  had  received  no  manner  of  hurt,  they  al¬ 
tered  their  opinion  of  him  ;  and,  going  into  an  oppo- 
fitc  extreme,  concluded  that  he  was  fo  far  from  being  a 
criminal,  as  to  be  more  than  a  mortal  man  ;  and  were 
ready  to  idolize  him  as  one  of  their  gods  appearing  to 
them  in  human  form. 

7  Now,  (f<)  near  the  place  of  the  fliipwrecfc,  lay  the 
fear  and  eftate  of  the  governor  of  the  ifland,  Publius  by 
name,  who,  out  of  refpeft  to  fuch  an  extraordinary 
flranger  as  Paul  appeared  to  be,  (ver.  6.)  and  out  of  re- 
fpe&  to  Julius  the  centurion,  who  had  the  cuftody  of 
this  prifoner,  {chap,  xxvii.  1.}  received  us  all  with  great 
hofpitality,  civility,  and  kind nefs;  and  having  a  large 
heart,  as  well  as  a  large  purfe,  gave  us  good  lodging  and 
entertainment,  at  his  own  proper  coll  and  charges,  for 
three  days  running. 

3  And,  while  we  were  there,  it  was  fo  ordered  in  pto* 
vidence,  that  the  governors  Father  lay  dangeroufly  lick 
of  a  fever,  attended  with  a  bloody-fltix,  which  rendered 
his  cafe  the  more  threarning  and  hnpelefa,  efpecially  at 
his  advanced  years:  And  as  Paul  heard  of  it,  and  was 
always  ready  to  requite  kindndlcs,  and  do  good,  he 

went 

T  K. 

47-J  ajifl  onr  L^rd  b^nby  faUilM  t:s  pro* 

hislurvani*,  that  uo  power  of  ft*  petit.; 
or  ibor  \  it  oik  silent  Sd  *  -  uil  t  b  cm*  \Scc  the  note 
od  List  x.  ip*) 


N  O 

J  G*d  piTfcrvcd  the  apofll*,  in  a  miracu¬ 
lous  way,  froiD  the  ileftnjflWr  ra*ts  of  tki$ 
fierce  and  Irritated  animal,  as  he  did  Dttthi 
from  the  months  of  tlw  lions*  {Oju*  vi.  ut 
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Fa ui  entered  in, 
and  pnyttl,  and 
laid  his  hands  on 
him,  and  healed 
him. 


0  So ,  when 
this  was  done, 
Oihfn  alfo  which 
had  difeafes  in 
the  iftand  came, 
and  were  healed- 


to  \Yho 
honoured  us  with 
many  honour*  ; 
and,  when  w< de¬ 
departed  ,  they 
Ivied  us  tfrth 
Jilch  things  as 
were  ncccfljry- 


went  to  the  old  gentleman’s  bed-Ede,  and  praying  with 
him  for  his  recovery,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  him 
with  expre (turns  of  his  faith  in  the  name  of  Chrift  *>  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  3pjx>intment  and  promife  of  fuccefs,  [Murk 
xvi.  ry,  tS.)  his  faith  and  prayer  was  anfwered  in  the 
miraculous  cure  of  the  governor’s  dear  parent,  who  was 
immediately  re  (to  red  to  perfect  health  at  once. 

p  When  therefore  ('")  this  miracle  was  wrought,  and 
known  in  the  neighbourhood,  (>**«»•»)  the  reft  of  the 
illanders,  that  were  affli£ted  with  various  diftempers, 
were  fo  perfuaded  of  the  apoftle’s  power  to  heal  them, 
that  they  alfo  came,  or  were  bi ought  to  him,  and  re¬ 
ceived  cures  of  their  feveral  maladies,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jefus- 

10  And,  from  that  time  forwards,  our  wants  were 
liberally  fupplied,  during  our  abode  in  the  illand :  For 
the  people  were  fo  afte&ed  with  the  important  benefits 
which  they  received  by  the  hands  of  Pault  that  they 
thought  they  could  never  (hew  too  much  refpe&  to  him, 
and  to  us,  his  companions,  for  his  fake :  And  when  we 
were  about  to  take  our  leave  of  them,  and  fet  out  for 


1 1  And  after 
thtec  months  wc 
departed  m  a  (Mp 
of  Alexandria, 
which  had  vtn- 
tcred  in  fhc  iftc> 
whole  ftgn  was 
C  a  ft  or  a  ttd  Pol* 
inx. 

1%  And  land¬ 
ing  at  £yracnfe, 
we  tarried  thtrf 
three  days. 


Home,  they  generoufly  heaped  their  favours  upon  us, 
fu  mi  filing  us  with  every  thing  that  we  might  have  oc* 
cafson  for  to  the  end  of  our  voyage. 

i  r  And  after  we  had  been  detained  a  quarter  of  a 
year  at  Malta ,  till  the  weather  grew  more  temperate, 
we  embarked,  and  fet  fail  again  for  Italy,  in  another 
fliip,  which,  like  the  former,  {chap,  xxvii.  6.)  came 
from  Alexandria,  and  had  lain  in  harbour  at  this  illand, 
during  the  winter  feafon,  and  which,  hearing  the  ima* 
ges  of  Cajlor  and  Ppllu jr,  took  its  name  from  them  f. 

il  And  having  a  piofperous  voyage,  by  the  will  of 
God,  we  arrived  at  Syracufe,  the  metropolis,  and  a 
fine  haven,  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  the  illand  of  Sicily 
where  wc  went  afiiore  and  continued  three  days- 

13  Then 

NOTES. 

A,  C»nrt  sromntillion  fof  hcilinjf  dif-  men,  monnltd  ivn  (lately  white  horlet, 

1 .  ’ . '  f-»ch  of  them  lidding  a  j/vclin  in  hi*  hand, 

ind  tvere  reputed,  by  the  ttk!nlro:ti  iinhlcs, 
to  hp  the  tvin*fon(  of  Jirpiitr  and  and 
10  be  propitious  mariner*;  fcthat  they  ex¬ 
pelled  the  prerciHor*  from  thefe  fiftitiows  <l«i. 
tics,  which  entirely  depends  va  the  good  Pro¬ 
vidence  of  die  only  true  fiodj  who  made  the 
heavens,  earth*  and  lea,  and  whole  kingdom 
rules  over  all* 

|  As  this  veflel  fee  ins  to  have  been  on  ^ 
trading  voyage,  they  ptnhahfv  lU*d  three  dayq 
at  this  place*  either  to  uuLadc*  py  take  in 
Cbip£  goods. 


eaics  ran  in  his  x.-wic t  and  mentioning  tbot 
iyas  tbo  apollle  s  iifuaj  way  of  working  irirq- 
cfas,  chore  is  no  room  to  doubt,  hut  that  he 
Ibb-muly  took  notice  of  it  in  this  and  the  &>]* 
lowing  cures  among  ihelf  ka+farh hj,  CO  whom 
he  vciy  probably  preached  the  gofpd*  and 
that  with  gfod  tucceii*  and  rhis  might  be 
pne  peat  realbn  of  their  honouring  him,  ^tid 

hij  company,  with  (ucW  honours  as  arr  fpo* 
ken  of,  vtr,  i  o.  and  cvoi  as  were  cattumary 
among  the  rhurches  of  Chrift  ihcmfcivcr, 

|  Tfcefe  images  of  C&jhr  and  /V/p*  we 
F£t  Vfd|  pr  painted,  ip  the  form  of  two  young 
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13  Then,  fitting  out  from  thence,  we  fleered  a 
rounding  courfe,  as  the  wind  would  let  us*  till  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  firft  fea-port  in  Itafyt  which  lyes  dire£t!y 
om-againft  MeJJtna  in  Sicifft  and  is  called  Rhegium  *  9 
qnd  after  one  day's  lying  at  anchor  in  that  harbour,  the 
wind  turned  to  the  fouth ;  and  we,  coafling  with  a  fa¬ 
vourable  gale  along  the  Italian  (bore,  arrived  on  the 
morrow  at  PuUolit  a  famous  mart  town,  not  far  from 
Neapotis  or  Naples* 

14  There,  to  our  great  comfort,  we  met  with  fede¬ 
ral  Chriftian  brethren,  who  received  us  very  affection¬ 
ately,  and  intreated  us  to  flay  a  week  with  them,  that 
they  might  have  the  benefit  of  PauP%  preaching  and 
convcrfatton,  and  that  we  might  enjoy  one  Lord’s  dey 
together,  which  the  centuiion,  in  his  great  civility, 
confented  to  :  And,  after  that,  we  fet  forward  by  land 
for  Rem*}  this  being  the  farthefl  port  that  the  (hip  w^s 
bound  to. 

15  And  when  we  left  Puteoli}  as  our  dear  brethren 
at  Rome  had  fame  intelligence  of  our  being  on  the  road 
thither,  they  rejoiced  at  the  thought  of  feeing  the  face 
of  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles ,  who  had  never 
been  there  before  >  but  from  whom  they  had  received  a 
mod  excellent  and  affectionate  epiflte,  in  which  he  ex* 
prefled  a  longing  defire  to  fee  them,  and  preach  the 
gofpel  at  that  city,  (Rom,  ft  10,-15.)  and  fo  far  were 
they  from  being  atbamed  of  his  bonds,  that  though  he 
was  coming  to  them  as  a  prifoner,  they  were  exceeding 
defirous  to  pay  their  refpe&s  to  him,  in  the  moft  public 
and  honourable  manner  *  and  therefore  many  of'  them 


i]  And  from 
thence  we  fet  a 
coropdj  %  and 
emc'  to  RJicp> 
urn ;  ind  after 
one  day  the  forth 
wind  blew,  and 
ve.ooie  the  next 
clijr  14  Puteoiij 


14  Who*  we 
found  brethren* 
and  were  drived 
to  tarry  with  them 
frven  day*:  and 
fo  we  went  uh 
wind  Rome, 


tj  And  from 
thence,  when  the 
brethren  heard  of 
they  came  to 
meet  tu  4$  hr  as 
A  ppii'fomm  ,a  nd 
theThrce  taverns; 
u  horn* when  Vsul 
faw>  he  thanked 
God,  and  took 
courage* 


came  to  meet  us  ;  fame  about  fifty  miles  from  R$m 


as  far  as  the  town  called  Apii  Forum*  in  the  famous  Ap~ 
plan  way  $  and  others  about  thirty  miles,  to  another 
place  in  the  fame  high  road,  called  the  Three  taverns , 
or  inns  for  public  entertainment ;  And  when  Paul  fair 
them-,  he  was  not  only  thankful  to  them  for  their  bro¬ 
therly  kindnefs,  but  bleflcd  God,  who  had  put  ir  into 
their  hearts  to  (hew  their  love,  with  fo  much  zeal,  ten- 
deinefs,  and  rcfpecl ;  and  he  encouraged  himfelf  in  the 
Lord  his  God,  who  had  fent  him  filch  cordial  friend s, 
with  whom  he  might  freely  converfe,  and  adrift  in  any 
emergency,  and  who  he  might  rcafon&bly  hope  would 
own  and  afltft  him  in  all  his  difficulties  and  dangers. 
This  gave  him  frcfii  fpirits,  ami  made  him  go  forward 
with  as  much  courage,  as  if  he  were  to  have  entered 

the 

NOTE* 

*  '  Rhffcum  fignifiei  a  and  was  Jo  earthquake  at  this  place,  had  broke  9^  ^ 

named  by  the  beraufc  they  imagined  illy  Irom  lilt  Conti cent, 

tfcai,  in  feme  former  a*r,  an  inundation  or 
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the  metropolis  of  the  empire  with  alt  the  triumphs  of 
a  conqueror,  in  (lead  of  the  difgrace  of  a  prifoner. 

j<5  And  when  we  arrived  at  Romet  the  centurion  dif* 
charged  his  truft,  by  delivering  all  the  prilbners  up  to 
the  chief  commanding  officer  of  the  imperial  guards* 
or  Pratorian  band  there,  to  take  the  cuflodj  of  them : 
But  as  God  gave  Jofeph  favour  in  the  fight  of  his  keep¬ 
er,  {Gen.  xxxix*  21)  and  brought  Daniel  into  tender 
love  with  the  prince  of  ibe  eunuchs  {Dan*  i.  9,}  tbf 
portly  thro*  the  centurion’s  recommendations,  and  partly 
through  FeftvPs  Ictfcr,  who  could  not  but  own  that 
Paul  had  committed  nothing  worthy  of  death,  {chap* 
xxv.  25.  26.}  the  Lord  gave  this  great  apoftle  favour  in 
the  eyes  of  the  captain^  who,  in  Head  of  putting  him 
into  the  common  jail  with  the  reft  of  the  priJoners, 
permitted  him  to  hire  a  private  lodging,  ( ver *  30*)  and 
to  dwell  there  alone,  as  a  prifoner  at  large,  with  only 
one  foldief,  who  was  linked  to  him  by  a  chain,  to  guard 
him*  (Sec  the  note  on  chap*  xii,  6*) 

17  Now  after  Paul  had  been  at  this  great  city  three 
days,  he  fent  to  the  leading  men  of  the  Jewsy  that  re* 


tS  And,  when 

CrfTTHT  m 

Rome,  the  cen¬ 
turion  delh'erccl 
the  priibner;  to 
the  cap;*  in  of 
the  jMut'il  ;  but 
Pwf  w-.s  1  altered 
to  dwell  by  him - 

ftlf,  with*  foMkr 
ifau  kept  him* 


IT  And  if  «me 
m  paj"^  ih*\r  af¬ 
ter  three  day$t 


ljdul  csIIkI  the  fided  there,  He  firing  chat,  as  he  could  not  have  liberty 
tflnHv-r'  "ahT  £°’"g  publicly  to  them,  they  would  be  fo  good  as  to 

.  .  ..  1-  ■  »  ■  ’  la.  1  *  1  .1  1  r  r 


they  u?ere 
come  together, 
hcJaid  iintoilicm. 
Men  <htd  brt* 
thi'tit,  tho1 1 have 
cam  m it  tail  no¬ 
thin  or  ft  the 

pc.Tpk^rcufioTn* 
ot  our  fkihcr^ 
y«  was  [  ddver 
04  prifoner  from 
T«rt:i'ii]cft!  irTOfhc 
nsndj  of  the  Ro 
(Paul  t 


come  to  his  lodging,  and  let  him  have  the  plcafureof 
f pea  king  with  them  there  :  And  when,  in  compliance 
with  his  requeft,  they  gave  him  a  meeting,  headdrefled 
them  in  a  free  and  engaging  manner,  faying.  Ye  men 
of  lfrael9  and  my  kinfmen  after  the  flefli,  and  brethren 
in  the  profeffion  cf  the  God  of  our  fathers,  The  reafon 
of  my  afking  the  favour  of  your  company  is,  that  1 
may  hare  an  opportunity  of  rectifying  any  mifreprefen* 
tarions  that  mine  enemies  may  have  made  of  me  ;  and 
that  according  to  my  conftant  cuftom,  wherever  there 
ar e  Jewst  I  may  communicate  the  gofpel  of  falvation 
by  Jefus  Chrift,  as  foon  as  pofliblc,  firft  of  all  to  them, 
for  whefe  perfons  and  eternal  bappinefs  I  am  moft  heat* 
tily  concerned  :  Whatever  may  have  been  fuggeflcd  *- 
gatnil  me,  I  really  have  been  guilty  of  no  crime,  in 
any  thing  that  I  have  faid  or  done,  either  again  ft  the ' 
rites  and  privileges  of  my  own  countrymen,  or  againft 
the  divine  laws  and  ordinances  that  were  delivered  by 
Mcfes  to  .our  fathers,  and  religioufly  obferved  by  them  ; 
and  yet  I  have  be*'n  fo  unhappy  as,  through  groundleis 
infmiuriom,  to  fall  under  the  difpleafure  of  many  of 
my  JevriJb  brethren,  to  fuch  a  decree,  as  iftiied  in  my 
being  made  a  prifoner  at  Jerufaltm*  and  fent  from 
thence  to  Cefarta%  to  be  kept  in  cullody,  under  the 

povrev 


>8  Who,  when 

ihey  bad  CtfunU 
ncd  m«t  would 
Ju*«  let  fflf*  £0] 
bccagfc  then:  was 
flo  ci nt  of  d(3lll 
ui  me* 


tp  But,  when 
the  Jews  {pike 
igimlt  i/,  1  was 
(orirtrjinedto  ap* 
peal  ubco  Cciir; 
not  that  1  had 
•d»;ht  to  accuic 
my  nation  0 U 
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power  of  Reman  governors  *.  {Chap,  rxili.  10, — 35.) 

18  Who,  when  in  a  fair  trial  they  had  beard  all  that 
could  be  urged- againft  me,  and  what  1  had  to  fay  in 
my  own  defence,  and  bad  made  the  bed  inquiry  they 
could  into  the  true  (late  of  my  cafe,  would  willingly 
have  difeharged  me ;  becaufc  it  plainly  appeared  to 
them,  that  1  bad  done  nothing  to  deferve  death,  or  fo 
much  as  imprifonment  or  bonds,  as  Ljfiat,  the  chief 
captain,  teftified  at  Jeritfalem,  {chap,  xxtit,  29.)  and  as 
Felix's  behaviour  (hewed  be  believed  in  his  own  confci- 
ence,  {chap.  xxiv.  22,  &c.)  and  as  Fefias  and  king  A- 
grippa ,  and  many  other  principal  men  declared  after* 
wards  at  Ce/area,  (c bap*  ixv.  23 .  compared  with  xxvi. 
3*.  3a>) 

19  But  when  the  Jews,  from  their  caufelefs  .prejudi¬ 
ces,  which  have  been  indudrioufly  fomented  againft  me, 
objected,  to  my  being  releafed,  and  would  have  had  me 
carried  back  to  Jtrufalem%  for  another  trial  there,  I  had 
too  much  reafon  to  fufpeik  that  this  motion  was  made 
with  an  ill  delign  in  feme  againft  me,  {chap,  xxv,  3, 
9,  10,  It.)  and  therefore  I  found  it  neceflary,  for  my 
own  prefervuion,  to  appeal  to  Cafar’s  immediate  tribu¬ 
nal;  not  that  I  had  any  intention  of  acculing  my  coun¬ 
trymen,  or  of  doing  them  the  lead  injury,  at  his  bar, 
but  only  of  making  my  own  defence  before  him  in  a  le¬ 
gal  way,  (ince  I  could  not  be  difeharged  without  it. 

20  l  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  calling  you 
together,  that  I  might  have  the  favour  of  feeing  you, 
and  of  alluring  you,  in  a  perfona]  ennverfation,  that 

*>!?•  bcawft  ib*t  onty  fiudt,  which  the  word  of  mine  enemies  oouid 
Tr'cte  ho^e1  Of  i“%  pretend  to  charge  me  with,  was  my  believing, 
ifraei  lam  bound  profdEng,  and  preaching,  what  has  all  along  been  the  ob- 
vithihu  chain.  0f  the  hope  of  every  true  IfraeUtet  and  indeed,  for 
the  fubftance  of  it,  is  the  general  expectation  of  our 
nation,  according  to  antienr  prophecies,  at  this  very 
day ;  I  mean,  that  the  true  MelBah  has  actually  come/ 
and  died,  and  rofe  again,  and  that  through  him,  there 
(hall  be  a  refurre&ion  to  eternal  life  of  ail  that  helieve 
in  him.  It  is,  I  fay,  merely  for  my  attachment  to,  and 
publifhingthefe  doctrines,  that  I  am  aprifoner  in  bonds, 
as  ye  fee  me  to  be  by  this  chain,  which  fadens  me  to 
the  foldier  that  has  me  in  cuftody.  (See  the  note  on 
chap.  xii.  6.) 

21  The 

NOTE. 

•  It  ti  wtoh  admirable  prudence  and  ten-  icon  to  charge  them  too  fever  fly,  nor  iuij>lit 
dernefs,  that  thcapofUe  page*  over  the  oat-  cialperaw  theft  their  hrrthirn  againft  lu«, 
rages  of  the  7rn-it  and  their  horrid  cotifpira-  for  hearing  toe  hard  upon  their  coomrynsc* 
efes  apinft  liii  life,  whieh  the  foregoing  hif-  and  friends, 
lory  acquaints  us  with,  that  he  might  not 


se  For  this 
tauie  therefore 
bare  1  called  fur 
you,  to  fee  jni. 
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»i  And  they  2 1  The  Jews,  in  reply,  £ud  to  him,  As  to  what  re- 
W«  neither  'rci  ^ates  *°  your  Own  particular  pradice  and  behaviour,  we 
ceived  leurn  oat  have  neither  received  any  letters  from  Jerufolom  or  Ju- 
Sn^htt^ndtiwr  ^  a^out  you  5  nor  have  any  of  our  JewiJb  brethren, 
ur^r  the^hre-  *bat»  on  oneoccafion  or  other,  have  come  from  thence, 
thim  that  came  given  os  any  information,  by  word  of  month,  concern- 
mT^h^  *n8  you»  or  ever  charged  you  with  any  crime  ®,  So 
thL.  3m<>  we  can  fay  nothing  to  that ;  nor  do  we  defign  to  trouble 
ourfelvea  about  it. 

»»  But  we  fa.  21  But  as  you  profefs  Chriftianity,  we  think 

»h«  'wtuT^bou  equitable,  and  becoming  us,  and  (hould  be  glad  to 
thfakcOMbr,  «*  hear  your  fentiments  about  it,  and  particularly  about 
concerning  this  what  you  have  fuggefted  {yen  20.)  of  the  fulfilment 
of  thofe  things  in  Jefus  Cbriftt  which  now  are,  and  for 
h  ^  many  ages  have  been,  the  obje&  of  Jfroet s  faith  and 

gain  ft.  hope :  Fir  this  opinion  of  jour's  has  fo  little  appearance 

of  truth,  that,  as  is  well  known,  the  fe&,  which  of 
late  years  has  pretended  to  aflert  it,  is  generally  at  this 
city,  and  in  all  places  that  we  can  hear  of,  cried  out  a- 
gainft,  both  by  Jews  and  Gent  tie st  as  heretical  and  per¬ 
nicious,  ferving  only  to  throw  divifions  and  confufion 
among  mankind. 

they  had  * ap-  23  And  when  on  a  day,  which  they  had  fixed  with 
pointed  him  a  the  apoftle,  a  great  number  of  the  Jews  came  to  him  at 
day,  there  ejme  his  own  lodging,  he  there  explained  to  them  the  doc- 
hi!Dbdgtngj,nto  ,rin*  the  E0*!*^  relating  to  the  kingdom  of  gracr, 
w^om  be  ex-  which  fhall  be  completed  in  the  kingdom  of  glory;  He 
pounded  and  tcf.  {hewed  that  this  kingdom  is  not  of  a  temporal  and 
doW  God*,-  earthly,  hot  of  a  fpintual,  holyj  and  heavenly  nature 
perfuadlng  them  and  that  the  wav  of  admiffion  to  its  privileges  and  blcf- 
cvnccrawx  Jcfo*.  fingg  i$  not  by  tne  works  of  the  law,  but  alone  through 
faith  in  Chrilt  j  and  he  plainly  afTerted,  and  gave  evi¬ 
dent  proof,  that  God  had  bore  vntnsff  to  it  by  jigns  aud 
wonders ,  and  divers  miracles  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Gbojl, 
according  to  his  own  w i//,  (Heb.  ii.  4.)  and  by  the  fu- 
pernatural  power,  that  had  changed  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  multitudes,  and  his  own  among  the  reft :  And  he 
further  reafoned  with  them,  to  convince  them  that  Jc- 
fus  is  the  Mefliah,  .and  to  induce  them  to  believe  in 
him  as  fuch,  by  giving  them  an  account  of  the  manner 
and  defign  of  his  life,  death,  and  refiirreQion,  and  by 
comparing  thofe  important  faQs  -with  what  had  been 

foretold 


NOTE. 

*  Tt  is  highly  probable  that  Patti,  having  chap,  xxvi.  at*)  And  therefore  they  of  Jj* 
appealed  to  C*for  the  Tn*j  darit  not  follow  dta  had  feot  no  informations,  and  thofr  of 
him  to  that  court,  left  they  (hould  render  would  not  venture  to  appear  in  a  j:di- 

theiufdra  obnoxious  to  bftra,  the  then  rial  proofs  ajEainft  him ;  and  fo  Patti  gained 
rri^oing  emperor,  who  already  had  no  treat  hit  end  of  getting  am  of  their  hinds  by  Li* 
favour  for  them,  though  as  yet  lie  fu  Herod  appeal*  (chapter*  II*) 
them  to  live  at  Eamt*  (See  the  firfl  note  on 


Cb.  xxviiL. 

both  oot  of  .the 
]a«  of  Mofer, 
auJ,  &f  t)w 
pnplutf,  from 
morning  till  evea- 


*4  And  font 
bdic*edihahingp 
’•rich  wctc  fpa 
utd  i’o me  be¬ 
lieved  not 


if  And, when 
they  agreed  not 
sfli^ng  them- 
ft'lvcs,  they  de* 
pu-tftl,  after  that 
Fait]  had  fpoken 
one  word,  WcU 
fpifce  the  Holy 
Gliuft  by  lifaha 

the  pntphetjOuia 
our  fathers. 


i<5  Saying,  Go 
nnio  this  people, 
ifd  h\\  Hearing 
ye  [\A\  hear,  &ud 
fliiJI  not  under- 
ftr.nd;  and  ftc* 
irj;  ye  Ihalt  fte, 
and  aot  per  erne. 


ij  Forlhc  heart 
pf  lus  people  ii 
w-jMcd  groli,  and 

tJidr  cars  arc  dull 
ci  hearing,  and 
t^eir  eye*  have 
they  do  L-d;  kJl 
they  Ih^uid  fee 
with  tbtir  civ?, 
ana  htsr  uith 
tiir  iiari;  *ud 

iierCLfiJ 
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foretold  of  him  in  the  types  and  figures,  promifes  and 
prophecies  recorded  by  Ma{tty  and  in  the  writings  of 
the  fucceeding  prophets  of  the  church  of  Ifrael :  The  a* 
pottle's  heart- was  fo  enlarged,  and  fo  thoroughly  en* 
gaged  in  this  work,  that  he  took  indefatigable  pains 
with  the  company,  in  clearing  op,  and  recommending 
thefe  and  foch  like  grand  points  of  the  gofpel,  for  a 
whole  day  together,  continuing  his  difeourfe  from  morn¬ 
ing  to  night. 

24  And  To  different  were  the  effefts  of  this  excellent 
fermon  upon  his  hearers,  that  foroe,  thro'  the  attending 
power  oE  divine  grace,  received  the  truth  by  faith,  and 
in  the  love  of  it,  which  theapoftlc  preached  concerning 
Chrift  i  whilft  others  of  them,  being  left  to  the  corruption 
of  their  own  hearts,  rejected  it  thro’unhelief.  . 

25  And  when  there  was  foch  a  difagreement  in  their 
fentiments  and  tempers,  as  began  to  throw  them  into 
heats  and  quarrels  among  them  (elves,  the  affembly  broke 
up  ;  only  juft  before  they  parted,  the  apoftie,  directing 
his  fpeech  to  the  unbelievers,  left  with  them  an  awful 
paffage, ,  for  their  ferious  confideration,  faying,  It  was 
with  great  truth  and  propriety,  and  with  unerring  fore- 
fight  of  thefe  days,  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  divine 
perfon  by  whom  the  facred  penmen  were  infpired  of 
old,  fpoke  by  the  prophet  I/aiah,  {ebap.  vi.  9,  to.)  to 
our  djfobedient  anceftors,  for  their  reproof,  and  for  s 
warning  to  their  pofterity,  who  ought  to  dread  the 
thought  of  its  being  fulfilled  in  them, 

26  Saying,  Go,  deliver  my  meffage  to  this  people, 
and  tell  them  from  me,  Ye  (hail  certainly  hear,  with 
the  hearing  of  the  ear,  again  and  again,  and  (ball  not 
be  favoured  with  a  fpiritual  inward  illumination,  to 
give  you  a  right  underftanding  of  the  truths  delivered 
to  you ;  and  ye  (hall  finely  fee  abundance  of  external 
evideocc  of  their  divine  authority,  and  (hall  be  fo  left 
of  God  to  yourfelves,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  as  not' 
to  be  convinced  of  their  reality  and  importance,  nor  dif- 
cern  their  inmoft  native  glory. 

27  For,  through  the  pride  and  prejudices,  lulls  and 
pa  (lions,  which  this  people  are  under  the  power  of,  and 
willingly  yield  themfelvcg  up  unto,  their  minds  aod 
hearts -are  perverted,  blinded,  and  hardened;  and  their 
ears  are  inattentive  to  my  word ;  and  they  have  obfti- 
narely  winked  hard  with  their  eyes,  to  fliut  them  a- 
gaintl  the  light  that  (hines  around  them,  led  they  fliould 
be  brought,  by  the  opening  of  their  underftandwgs,  to 
fee  fiich  things  as  they  are  averfc  to,  and  do  not  care 
to  know,  and  (hould  be  forced  to  comply  with  what 


they  will  bur  it. 


19  And  whtg 
he  had  fdid  theft 
words,  (he  Jews 
departed,  and  had 
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4erftmdwkhiiWr  they  hear,  but  are  refolvcd  to  reje& ;  and  left  fuch 
heomvcncd^and  ^hing  over  -  powering  light  fhould  Ihine  into  their 
1  foot) id  ’h«l  hearts,  as  they  cannot  tell  how  to  refill,  or  get  rid  of, 
them.  and  they  fliould  he  turned  from  their  beloved  (ins  and 

errors  to  myfelf,  and  I,  by  my  renewing  and  fa n&i ly¬ 
ing  grace,  fliould  cure  thofe  defperate  difeafes  of  their 
fouls,  which  they,  infenfible  of  their  danger,  take  plea* 
fure  in.  (See  the  note  on  John  xii.  40, ) 
therefor* ^nt"  Since  therefore  ye  have  thus  put  the  word  of  Cod 

you,  that  the  fat-  from  yon,  and  judge  y ourfelves  unworthy  of  ever  lofting 
wtion  of  God  it  fifa  (fee  the  note  on  chap  xtii.  <6.)  1  mull  now  plain* 
arntii»,Tnd  ii*t  b  ie^  that  the  bklfed  doflrinc  of  falvatioii,  thro* 
the  great  Redeemer,  is  not  to  be  preached  with  a  con¬ 
finement  to  the  jruis  t  but,  by  the  forereign,  graci¬ 
ous,  wife,  and  holy  appointment  of  Cod,  is  lent  to 
Gentile  finners  i  and  great  multitudes  of  them  will  be 
fo  poweifully  wrought  upon  by  it,  that  they  wiHlifltn 
to  it,  and  heartily  embrace  ir,  and  be  admitted  to  all 
its  glorious  privileges  and  blelTings,  from  which  ye  pei- 
vcrfely  exclude  yourfrlves. 

29  And  when  the  apoftle  had  delivered  this  folemn 
and  awakening  admonition,  tbe  Jews  went  away,  and 
had  warm  debates  among  themfelves  about  this,  and 

great  naToping  the  other  points  that  he  had  been  infilling  on  j  fome, 
ftTmf  thcm*  whole  hearts  were  touched  by  divine  grace,  contending, 
that  this  was  a  wife  and  gracious,  juft  and  righteous 
difpenfation  ;  and  others,  who  were  left  to  their  own 
obilinaCyand  unbelief,  difputing  agatnftir,  as  an  open 
violation  of  their  antient  rights" and  privileges. 

30  In  the  mean  while,  Paul  continued  a  prifoner  at 
large  in  his  own  houle,  which  he  rented,  and  in  which 

ired  honfe,  jud  he  dwelt  for  the  fpace  of  two  full  years  *  j  during  which 
confinement,  he  did  not  lead  an  idle  life,  but  readily 
received  all  manner  of  perfons,  whether  Jews  or  G'cn- 
tiles ,  that  would  come  to  hear  him1,  and  took  unwea¬ 
ried  pains  in  promoting  the  intereft  of  Chritt,  and  the 
good  of  immortal  fouls.  (See  the  para  phi  aft  on  ver.  00.) 

31  With  thefe  noble  views,  he  fee  forth  the  nature 
arid  excellency  of  thegofpel-difpenfation,  and  of  all  the 
blcflings  of  grace  and  glory ;  and  particularly  explain¬ 
ed,  and  confirmed  at  large ;  thole  important  truths, 

that 

N  O 

*  pjfJ  bad  been  tvto  year*  a  prifoner  un¬ 
der  FWij  =5t  Ctfarte,  chip.  *xiv.  17.  ttuJ,  ai 
is  generally  allowed,  was  fcept  in  bonds,  at 
Itart  another  ytftr,  under  Fefias  and  in  hit  te¬ 
dious  vcy  *ge*  before  lie  arrived  at  itoi&r ;  (o 
that  the  whole  of  hi*  imprifonment  vtt  five 
yea rs.  Bvt  »  Providence  now  gave  him 
greater  liberty,  acd  better  oppuxtuoiUca,  for 


30  And  Patti 
dwelt  two  whole 
jears  in  his  o(xn 

received  all  ih&E 
n  me  in  pot  a 
him- 


31  Preaching 
the  kingdom  of 
Godp 


T  E. 

Service,  than  in  the  fnrnier  pm  of  his  confine* 
them  ;  fc  it  is  commonly  concluded,  and  ap¬ 
pears  from  Epb,  lii- 1.  Co!,  iv.  ri.  Pfc!if>  i*  7, 
ij,  if  that  nc  wrote  ail  ihofecpifKu  dnri:.^ 
thiv  hi*  firrt  imprifonioem  at  Rant t ;  and  it  t$ 
fuppofed  that  he  wrote  (hem  in  order  of  time, 
as  l  have  here  placed  them. 
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that  relate  to  the  per  bn  and  offices  >  birth*  life  2nd 
death,  refarrc&ion  and  eialtatton  of  Jcfus,  who  is  both 
Lord  and  Chrift,  and  that  relate  to  the  way  of  fatal* 
non,  through  faith  in  him:  And  this  he  did  (^t****- 
*r  vapfww)  with  all  bolditefe  and  liberty  of  fptritj  and 
in  as  public  a  manner  as  circnmftances  admitted,  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  convetfion  of 
many,  among  whom  were  feme  of  Caja^s  houffioJd, 
{Phil.  i.  13,  13.  and  it.  32.)  And  divine  providence  fo 
ovewukd  the  minds  of  his  advetfaries,  that  he  went 
on  quietly  in  his  work,  without  any  motcilarion  from 
the  civil  magiftrate,  from  the  frldier  that  was  his  keep¬ 
er,  or  from  his  own  countrymen,  (fee  the  note  on  ivr* 
22.)  So  that  though  the  apoftle  was  in  bonds,  the 
word  of  the  Lord  was  not  bound  *  but  had  free  courfe  ; 
ran,  and  was  glorified* 

R  E  CO  LLECTION3, 

What  a  memorable  inftaiict  of  humanity  and  companion  have  wc  in  3  heathen 
and  uncultivated  people,  who  (hewed  (treat  kindnefs  to  a  fhipwrrckcd  company, 
took  them  into  their  houfes,  made  fires  to  warm  and  dry  them,  and  generoufly 
lodged  and  provided  for  them  1  And  how  richly  was  it  worth  their  w  hile  m  cn* 
tvrtain  thde  diftreflVd  ftrangers,  among  whom,  unawares  tathcmfelve*,  was  one 
of  the  hell  of  men,  who,  in  return  for  their  hofpi tali ty,  laid  his  hands  on  their 
governor's  father,  and  on  many  others  of  their  fick,  and  miracoloufly  healed 
them,  through  the  power  of  the  Lord  lefus  i  But  how  cautious  ihould  we  be  of 
forming  our  judgment  of  perfons,  merely  by  outward  difpenfarions  of  Providencel 
Though,  from  natural  notions  of  God's  juftice  in  governing  the  world,  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Alalia  rightly  fuppofed,  that  divine  vengeance  often  purfuts  murderers, 
and  other  notorious  tinners  in  this  life;  yet  they  raflily  concluded  that  Paul  waa 
fuch  an  one,  only  becaufe  a  viper  feixed  his  hand :  But  when,  contrary  to  their 
expeftarinn,  it  fell  off,  and  he  received  no  hurt,  what  a  furpriiing  turn  was  there 
in  their  minds  concerning  him!  They  then  were  ready  to  adore  him  as  a  duty  ; 
and  upon  further  acquaintance  with  him,  and  experience  of  what  ablcfling  they 
had  in  him,  they  thought  they  could  never  do  enough  to  teftify  their  gratitude  to 
him,  ancl  to  his  companions  for  his  fake.  How  remarkably  did  God  dill  further 
appear  for  him,  in  the  inhUt  of  alt  his  trouldea  and  dangers  !  Malta  is  left  with 
honour  and  advantage ;  the  reft  of  the  voyage  is  made  profperous  by  the  will  of 
God,  and  not  by  any  influence  of  tbofc  vato  idol*,  by  whofc  names  the  (hip  was 
called  :  Upon  the  apoftte's  landing  in  Ttaly^  he  is  comforted  and  encouraged  by 
the  affectionate  and  honourable  regards  of  his  Chrifiian  brethren,  who  came  froid 
Jiowffto  meet  him,  ' and  to  own  and  accompany  him,  though  a  pribner*  to  the 
gmd_metropolis ;  and  upon  his  arrival  there,  God  gave  him  fuch  favour  with 
the  captain  of  the  guard,  that  he  permitted  him  to  live  privately  in  his  own  hired 
houfe,  under  the  cuftody  of  only  one  bldier  1  And  while  he  wss  thus  two  years 
a  prifoner  at  large,  what  happy  improvements  did  lie  make  of  fuch  liberty  as  was 
allowed  him  !  With  what  admirable  prudence  did  he  early  fend  for  t  h:'  chief  of 
the  Jews*  and  labour  to  take  off  their  prejudices  azdiuft  his  perfon  and  n  intflry, 
that  he  might  be  the  better  heard  in  what  he  had  to  fay  for  Chrift,  for  whom 
he  was  theft  an  ambaflador  in  bonds  !  And,  when  he  obtained  an  opportunity  trie 
hi  with  what  perfpicuity  and  cnlai^ement,  holy  Fervour  and  freedom  of  fplrit* 
did  he  explain,  confirm,  and  apply  the  glorious  things  of  Chrift’s  kingdom^  as 
tvmnded  upon  his  death  and  refurreftion,  according  to  ant  lent  proper  cits  !  But 
with  what  different  events  I  Some  rejected  them  through  uiibeiief,  and  others  re¬ 
ceived  them  with  a  cordial  faith  j  and  fo  there  were  divifiona  among  them  con- 

ceruliig 


Cb.  xxviii* 

Cod,  and  USch- 
isg  ihofc  thing* 
*hfch  concern 
tie  Lord  Jtfiis 
Chrift,  with  .all 
confidence ,  no 
man  fobiddiog 
him. 
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ccrniog  Chrift  and  bis  gofpd,  which  ran  fo  high,  on  the  part  of  the  infidel  Jew* 
as  to  render  Ifaiaif*  awful  prophecy  apli  cable  to  them,  as  a  people  (riven  op,  hr 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God.  to  judicial  bJindneft  of  mind,  and  bardndsof 
heart,  according  to  tbeir  own  criminal  choice.  Hut  while  fonac  put  God’s  falva- 
tion  far  from  thcmfdves,  be  will  frxid  it  to  others,  as,  blefTed  he  his  name,  he 
has  to  the  GcntiU  world  ;  ami  will  make  it  cffrttual  to  multitudes  of  them  t  And 
bow  much  foever  others  may  objeft  againfl  the  fovereiguty  and  righteuufnefs  of 
God  in  thefe  difpenfations.  What  an  encouragement  is  it  to  the  miniftm  of  Chrift 
to  preach  bis  gofpri,  wherever  they  have  opportunity,  to  all  forts  of  fmners,  when 
God  aCitres  them  that  (brae  will  receive  it  \  And  what  a  mercy  is  it,  when  he 
enables  them  to  preach  it  with  holy  liberty  and  boidnefs,  and  fuffers  nope  of  their 
enemies  to  ftop  their  mouths  1 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

Apoftle  Paul’s  Epiftle  to  the  ROMANS, 

Id  the  Form  of  a' Paraphrase, 


The  Preface  to  the  Epiftle  to  the  ROMANS. 

THE  apoftle  Paul  wrote  this  epiftle  while  he  was  at  Corinth ,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  bis  fending  it  by  fervant  of  the  church  at  Cen- 

chrea ,  (chap,  xvi.  i.)  which  was  a  fea  port  belonging  to  Corinth-, 
and  is  (till  further  evident  from  the  falutations  he  fent  from  Gains  bis 
hoft,  and  Erajlut  the  chamberlain  of  the  city,  (chap.  avi.  23.  both 
which  were  inhabitants  of  Corinth,  (1  Car.  i,  14.  and  2  Tim.  iv.  20.): 
And  it  is  generally  fappofed  to  have  been  wrote  about  the  year  of  our 
Lord  57,  when  the  apoftle  was  preparing  to  go  by  Troas  to  Jerufalem  ; 
an  account  of  which  journey  wc  have  in  Ads  xr,  2,  3,  ire.  ' 

Though  this  is  placed  firfi.  in  the  colle&ion  of  the  epittles,  it  was 
•wrote  after  fcveral  others,  as  particularly  after  the  firfi  and  fccond  to 
the  church  at  Corinth,  and  thofe  to  the  Thejfahnians,  and  Galatians ; 
as  alfo  after  the firfi  to  Timothy,  and  that  to  Titus.  But  as  the  apoftle 
Paul's  epifUes  to  the  churches  are  placed  together  in  the  New  T< (fo¬ 
ment,  fo  this  is  with  good  propriety  fet  the  firfi  of  them  all,  becaufe 
it  was  written  to  the  Chriftians  that  dwelt  in  the  famous  metropolis 
of  the  Roman  empire  j  but  principally,  becaufe  it  is  one  of  the  largefi 
of  his  epiftlcs,  and  gives  us  the  ntoft  somprehenfive  view  of  the  import- 
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nit  dofirines  and  duties  of  ChriftUnity :  For,  in  writing  to  other 
churches,  which  be  bad  planted,  or  to  which  he  had  preached  and 
fully  opened  the  gofpel-fchcme,  be  infills  more  fparingly  on  the  evan¬ 
gelical  principles  in  which  he  had  before  inftru&ed  them*  But  as 
he,  who  was  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  wrote  this  letter  to  a 
church,  chiefly  conGftiog  of  Gentile  converts,  though  not  without  a 
mixture  or  native  Jews  j  and  as  this  was  a  church,  to  which  be  bad 
not,  as  yet,  had  an  opportunity  otperfonalfy  miniltring,  as  is  intima¬ 
ted  ebap.  i-  io,  11.  and  xv.  22,  23,  6c*  lb  he,  with  admirable  wif- 
dum,  and  deep  concern  for  their  inflruftion,  edification,  and  efta- 
blifliment,  enlarged  the  more  copioufly  and  particularly  on  the  moll 
important  and  diftinguilhing  articles  of  the  gofpel-revelation  ;  begin¬ 
ning,  according  to  his  ufual  method,  with  its  do brines  \  and  then  con¬ 
cluding  with  exhortations  to  Chriftian  duties,  that  were  fuiced  to  their 
circum  fiances,  and  to  their  privileges  and  obligations.  And  fo  this 
lea  ter  may  be  confidered  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  great  fubjc&s-  of  his 
perjonal  mtniftrations  to  Jems  and  Gentiles ,  when  he  was  preaching 
tiisgofpel  to  them. 

In  the  doSlrinal  part  of  this  epiftle,  the  principal  point  be  manifeftly 
had  in  view,  was  to  lay  out  the  way  of  a  Goner's  acceptance  with  God, 
or  juftification  in  his  fight,  merely  by  grace,  through  faith  in  the 
jif.hteoufnefs  of  Cbrift,  as  common  to  Jems  and  Gentiles,  without 
rfiilinttion  of  nations}  and  to  vindicate  it  from  various  objections  that 
were  raifed  againlt  it  by  judaizing  Chriftians,  who  were  for  making 
up  terms  of  acceptance  with  God,  by  a  mixture  of  law  and  gofpel  ; 
and  were  for  excluding  the  uncircumcifed  Gentiles  from  any  fharc  of 
the  biefiings  of  falvacion,  brought -in  by  the  Melfiah. 

To  dear  up,  confirm,  and  recommend  this  grand  delign,  he  be¬ 
gins,  after  his  introduction,  which  is  in  the  firft  fifteen  verfes,  with 
afllrting  the  doflrine  itfelf.  For  the  proof  of  it,  he  thews  at  large,  that 
the  Gentiles  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  lam  of  nature,  nor  the  Jews 
by  the  law  <f  Mofes ;  becaufe  every  individual perjon  of  hath  torts,  was 
a  tranfgreflbr  of  one  or  other  of  thofe  lawB  ;  and  that  therefore  jufiifi* 
cation  mud  be  alone  through  faith  in  Jefus  Cbrift :  And  this  he  fur¬ 
ther  iliuftrates  by  the  example  of  Abraham,  who  lived  before  the  Mofaie 
law  was  given,  and  was  juftified,  while  he  was  oncircumcifed,  chap* 
i.  16,  to  the  end  of  chap.  iv<  He  then  carries  the  argument  back  as  far 
3$  the  fall  of  Adam ,  which  involved  all  mankind  in  fin  and  mifery  ; 
and,  in  the  vail  fulnefs  of  his  thoughts,  he  launches  out  into  an  account 
of  the  excellent  benefits  that  are  brought  in  by  Cbrift,  as  the  fecond 
fdam,  and  public  head  of  all  his  fpiritua!  feed,  in  oppolmon  to  the 
fin  and  death,  condemnation  and  ruin,  that  were  brought  upon  the 
whole  world  by  the  fall  of  the Jirfi  Adam ,  the  common  head  and  pa¬ 
rent  of  all  mankind,  chap.  v<  From  thence  he  proceeds  to  reprefent 
the  obligations  that  believers  are  ncverthcltfs  under,  yea,  and  on 
this  very  account,  to  die  unto  fin,  and  live  to  God  }  together 
with  their  happy  deliverance  from  the  dominion  of  fin,  from  the 
condemning  fentence  of  the  law,  aud  from  all  the  dreadful  confc- 

queiiCss 
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quences  of  being  under  (hem,  even  unto  a  triumphant  vi£lory  over  alt 
tribulation  anti  death  hfeif,  and  an  advancement  to  eternal  glory,  chap. 
yi*  vii*  and  viii,  Then  be  leads  us  to  the  original  of  the  whole  of  this 
difpenfation,  in  the  eternal,  free  purpofe  of  God  ;  and  (hews  that  his 
reje&ing  the  Jews  for  their  unbelief;  and  calling  the  Gentiles  to  a  par¬ 
ticipation  of  the  blcflingsof  the  gofpel,  were  in  correfpondetice  to  his 
antient  defign,  and  are  every  way  confident  with  the  divine  wifdom, 
fovereignity,  righreoufnefs,  and  grace;  and  anfwcrs  feveral  objections 
agaiuft  this  partly  delightful,  and  partly  awful  difpenfation,  chap,  ix. 
x.  and  xi* 

As  to  the  practical  part  of  this  epifrle,  we  have  therein  exhortati¬ 
ons  to  a  great  variety  of  perfonal  and  relative  duties,  belonging  to  be¬ 
lievers,  as  members  of  civil  fociety,  and  as  members  of  the  church, 
chap,  xiu  xiii.  xiv.  and  it.  to  ver.  14,  And  the  whole  is  clofed  with 
an  apology  for  the  apoltle’s  writing  to  them,  and  a  promife  of  making 
them  a  viih  in  perfon,  if  the  Lord  will;  and  with  begging  their  pray* 
era,  and  fending  Chriflian  faiuutions  to' them,  and  a  caution  againft 
diviiions,  together  with  an  affectionate  bcnedi£tion  and  doxology, 
chap*  xv*  vcr *  15*  to  the  end  of  the  epiftie* 

Several  learned  exporters  have,  as  I  apprehend,  too  much  narrow¬ 
ed  the  defign  and  ufe  of  the  doElrinai  part  of  this  excellent  Epiftle,  e- 
fpecially  as  future  ages- arc  concerned  in  it;  and  have  been  led  off 
from  the  true  ienfe  of  the  apoflle  by  two  miftakes*  One  (which  re¬ 
lates  to  jujlification )  is  by  their  confining  what  he  fays,  about  the 
works  of  the  law,  to  the  ceremonial  h™,  which  1  think,  as  may  be 
(hewn  in  notes  on  proper  places,  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  whole fyftem 
of  the  religious  law  of  the  Jewsf  indufive  of  the  moral  law*  The 
other  (which  relates  to  God's  cbvfing  and  calling  the  Gentiles ,  and 
rafting  off  rhe  Jews)  lyes  io  their  confining  what  the  apottle  fays  on 
thefe  points,  to  the  refpettive  bodies  of  thofe  people,  nationally  con¬ 
sidered,  and  ro  their  external  privileges $  to  the  exduficn  of  the  con¬ 
cernment  of  particular  perfims ,  in  one  or  the  other,  with  reference  to 
their  eternal  Jlate  Whereas  I  take  both  thofe  views  ro  be  aimed  at, 
in  the  apoftlc’s  difeourfe  upon  that  folemn  fubjett  ;  where  he  begins 
with  what  is  perfonal)  relating  to  faving  benefits,  and  proceeds  to 
what  is  national^  relating  to  external  privileges,  as  may  likewife  be 
(hewn  in  the  Paraphrafe  and  Notes  on  chap*  viii  28.  to  the  end,  and 
chap.  ix.  and  xi*  And  the  fuppofition  of  a  national  eie&km  to  the  ex~ 
ternal privileges  of  the  gofpel,  naturally  leads  us  to  think,  that  there 
was  an  election  of  perfons  among  G  entiles  ^  as  well  as  Jews,  to  faving 
benefit S)  who  were  to  be  brought  to  a  participation  of  them,  by  means 
of  the  gofpel :  For  this  is  God's  appointed  and  ordinary  means  of  ef¬ 
fectually  calling  them,  whom  he  has  chofen  to  eternal  life,  chap *  x* 
14,-17.  and  2  Tbejf.  ii.  13,  14*  And  therefore  the  national  is  fo 
far  from  facing  inconfiflent  with,  that  it  is  exclufive  of,  and  foppofes 
a  perfonal  election  of  fome  to  boliticfs  and  glory  ;  and  is  fubfervient 
to  God's  defign  of  faving  them,  that  the  national  election  may  not 
jirovt  in  the  event/  to  be  abqrtivc  as  to  alL  For  my  part,4 1  cannot 
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fee  any  fufficient  reafon,  why  they,  chat  allow  of  t  iie,  fhould  deny 
the  other;  fine*  it  feems  as  hard  to  account  for  God's  chiding  to  fend 
the  only  ordinary  means  of  grace  and  falvation  to  one  nation,  rather 
than  another,  as  for  his  chufing  to  make  them  effectual  to  one  per  Jon 
rather  than  another. 

But  no  expolitor  that  I  have  met  with,  carries  the  national  ccnfider- 
ation  of  ALL  the  glorious  bteffingSi  mentioned  in  this  epiltle,  and  o- 
thtr  pans  of  the  New  Teftamcnt,  as  well  as  thofe  of  election  and  call¬ 
ings  and  makes  fo  little  of  them,  and  fb  entirely  confines  them  to  <j- 
tcrnal  privileges,  as  the  reverend  (Vlr  John  Taylor,  whofc  Paraph  rafe 
and  Notes  on  the  epiftle  to  the  Romans  did  not  come  to  hand  (ill 
mine  were  finifhed,  and  tranferibrd  ready  for  the  prefs.  I  have  fiuce 
pern  fed  them,  and  his  prefixed  key  to  the  apcflohc  writings ,  with  all 
the  attention  I  am  capable  of,  and  with  a  linccre  defire  oi  receiving 
what  light  they  might  afford,  for  a  better  underftandiiig  of  this  im¬ 
portant  epifile :  But,  infiead  of  reaping  any  fuch  advantage  from  his 
laboured  performance,  it  appears  to  me  to  be,  by  far,  the  mod  ener¬ 
vating  of  the  apoftle's  whole  fcheme,  beyond  any  thing  I  had  ever 
ften  before  ;  And  in  a  review  of  what  1  bad  prepared,  for  a  publica¬ 
tion,  in  the  following  Ihects,  there  feemed  to  be  little  occasion  to  al¬ 
ter,  or  add  to  it  }  the  principal  parts  of  his  hypothefis  and  interpreta¬ 
tions  haring  been,  as  1  hope,  fufliciently  obviated,  all  along,  in  the 
Taiaphrafe  and  Notes. 

Neverthelefs,  I  cannot  help  obferving  here,  in  general,  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  gentleman's  way  of  reprefenting  things  in  this,  and  a 
former  attempt  about  original  Jin ,  human  nature,  in  its  intcHerhnzl 
■and  moral  powers,  and  in  its fpirilual  and  eternal  interefis,  hath  fuSVr- 
ed  little,  or  rather  nothing  by  the  fail*,  and  ALL  the  great  and  gkrl~ 
cut  blcjfings,  honours ,  and  privileges  of  the  gofpel,  fuch  as  election,  vo¬ 
cation,  reconciliation ,  fahation,  pardon  of  fins ,  jujiificatiosi ,  ada‘t  ‘.ion, 
regeneration ,  fantlificatwi,  the  gift  of  eternal  life ,  and  the  like,  dwin¬ 
dle  inro  what  he  calls  antecedent  bielEngs,  by  which  he  means  no 
more  than  external ,  national  privileges,  that  belong  to  all  prafeffed 
Chrijliant  among  the  Gentiles ,  the  whole  body  of  them  without  excep¬ 
tion,  (pag.  41,  93)}  and  even  thofe,  fays  he,  who  for  their  -xicksdmfs 
Jhall perifb  eternally,  are  undoubtedly  interejfed  in  them  all,  (pag.  98.) 
This  he  fpeaks  of  as  being  after  the  fame  manner  as  the  fame  blef- 
fings  belonged  to  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews  under  the  Old  Te  (la¬ 
ment;  and,  as  be  further  adds,  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  actually  extends 
to  all  mankind  \  and  it  is  certain  that  all  men  atluaify  have  a  Jbare  in 
the  mercy  of  God  and  Chrifi  Jefus ,  as  appears  from  the  tunverfaiity  of 
the  refvrreSlien,  (pag.  112.)  So  thar,  according  to  his  account,  there 
is  nothing  internal  or  efficacious ,  in  any  of  chefe  great  and  glorious 
h’effings,  to  diflrnguifh  one  perfon  from  another,  but  all  tbc  benefit 
cf  them,  which  hie  calls  mifeqiient  blcffings,  depends  upon  a 
etvJi  virtue.  Upon  the  whole,  he  tells  us,  {pag.  96.)  that  his  chief 
intention  is  to  ejfablijb  a  double  jvfiification  er  Jaivation,  which,  with 
him,  are  rerms  of  the  fame  import;  one  is  anfetcdait,  merely  by  a 
VoL.llI.  Y  f  profrjpon 
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frofejftm  of  faith,  which  is  common  to  nil  Ghriftianr ,  good  and  bad, 
(pag.  68.) ;  anti  the  other  final  or  cmfequent,  which  it  the  ijftte  of  a  ho~ 
ly  ami  obedient  life.  Accordingly,  he  fuppofes  that  the  apoftle  argues 
about  thy firji  jifiificstion  in  the  five  fir  ft  cbaptert  of  this  epiftle,  and 
about  the  fecond  in  the fixth  chapter,  (pag,  1 2 3.)  That  this  is  a  fair 
and  candid  repre Cental  ion  of  his  fenfe  in  the  quoted  pages,  and  in 
many  other  places,  nmflly  in  his  own  words,  and  never  otherwife, 
imlefs  for  abbreviation  fake,  1  appeal  to  every  one  that  has  read  him. 

As  to  his  notion  about  original  fin,  the  reader  may  judge  of  that 
from  the  fenfe  given  in  the  following  paraphrafe  on  the  paffages  which 
relate  to  that  do&rine,  and  from  the  rioter,  which  are  fubjoined  to  il- 
ln (irate  or  fupport  it;  And  if  what  is  offered  throughout  on  this  c* 
piffle,  with  refpeft  to  that ,  and  other  points  mod  nearly  concerned 
in  this  gentleman's  fcheme,  he  found  to  Hand,  as  I  trull  it  will,  in 
the  main  at  leaft,  though  I  am  far  from  pretending  to  infallibility 
his  fenfe  of  them  mod,  of  confequence,  be  all  wrong,  and  extreme¬ 
ly  pernicious  to  the  bringing  in  01  a  quite  new  gofpel,  which  the  apnf- 
tie  never  thought  of.  To  maintain  this,  our  Paraphrrift  is  forced  to 
niter  the  common,  natural,  well-known,  and  Iong*eftabli(ked  life  of 
language,  which  he  imagines  himfelf  warranted  to  do,  as  haring  dif- 
covered  the  univerfai  mi  date  of  mankind,  in  the  ideas  they  have  al¬ 
ways  affixed  to  it,  by  comparing  a  great  number  of  texts  in  tbe  Old 
and  New  Telia ment,  (pag,  114,  &c.) 

Among  the  vafl  variety  of  conflru&ions  .which  he  would  put  upon 
the  words  right (Qufnefr  and  jufi if  cation,  to  ferve  his  purpole  in  that 
large  colietUcn,  mod  of  them  are  fo  exceeding  arbitrary,  lax,  and 
vague,  that  no  determinate  idea  can  be  fixed  to  thofe  terms,  which 
may  (igiiify  a! moil  whatever  any  one  pleafes*  Sometimes,  it  fee  nit, 
they  mean  jufiificathn  and faivation,  in  a  fenfe  of  his  own,  diffeicnt 
from  the  common  ufe  of  tbe  words:  At  others,  they  fignify  moral 
refttiitde  in  general  mercy  and goodnefs s  faring  mercy ,  fitvirtg go6ihn'/t ; 
freferving,  delivering  gadnefr ;  deliverance,  rejloration  or  the  hap- 
finefs  that  attends  it ;  temporal  deliverance  and falvatson  ;  deliverance 
from  death,  from  fin,  and  condemnation ;  a  grant  sf  favour ,  .or  of  ar.j 
■benefit  or  honour ;  the  donation  of  privileges,  or  honours,  cr,  perhaps , 
prsfperity  and  peace ,  joy  and  glaJnefs.  To  fum  up  alt,  he  thinks  they 
fignifv  any  gran*  of favour,  any  infiance  cf  mercy  and  goodnefs,  where* 
by  Gai  delivers,  or  exempts  from  ANY  kind  0/  fuffering  or  calamity,  cr 
confers  any  favour ,  hlcffing ,  or  privilege,  whether  temporal  or  fjm;- 
tual,  (pag.  121.) 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  throw  all  uncertainty  upon  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  tbefe  terms,  by  his  numerous  quotations,  and  his  own  con* 
flrucHcns  of  them,  he  takes  the  liberty  of  fixing  upon  one  fenfe  ct 
them,  which  is  indeed  leaf!  of  all  painted  out  in  his  cited  paflagts,  to 
fignify  what  be  would  make  to  be  the  moll  precife  notion  of  bis  fir  ,1 
juft  fi cation,  which,  he  fays,  the  apoftle  contends  for  in  the  ftve  firji 
chapters  of  this  epiftle ,  namely.  The  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
their  being  admitted,  upon  faith ,  istfa  (he  peculiar  fatpily  and  king- 
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dam  of  God?  (pag«  125.}  And  b<*  fuppofcs,  though  tloubrlcfs  many 
will  be  otherwife  minded,  that  the  various  ftnfcs  he  has  given,  being 
duty  confidtred*  it  -mill  not  appear  at  aU  jt  range  y  if  the  afojtle  applies 
the  terms >  righteoufnefs,  or  jutHGcation,  and  being  juttifud.  to  the 
important  affair  tf  our  deliverance  from  the  j -giver  of  heathenijb  dark* 
tiefs%  and  our  being  admitted  into  the  church  and  covenant  of  Cody  as 
we  were  idolatrous  Gentiles  and  to  all  the  ho  ottrsy  privileges t  grants? 
and  donations^  belonging  to  the  peculiar  people  of  God)  ( pag .  ill.) 
evidently  meaning,  as  in  ocher  places  he  txprrffis  it,  to  all  that  pro* 
pfs  to  believe  the  gofpcf  whether  the j  be  good  or  bad* 

According  to  this  opinion,  the  greatelt  debauch ees,  the  moil  rilflta* 
line  and  profane  people,  that  profefs  to  believe  the  gofpel  in  this 
Cbriftian  tta-ion,  are  as  much  jttjlifiedr  and  pardoned  in  God*s  mercy 
endgoodncfsi  for  ever  to  be  adored?  as  the  liulieftlYmt  upon  earth  ;  or 
tariier  there  is  really  mwa-*lt»ss  no  fuch  thing  as  pardon  :md  juftifica- 
rion,  with  refpeft  to  ptrfanal  offences,  in  our  world,  uiikfe  of  con* 
verts  from  beathenifh  darknefs  and  idolatry  j  no,  nor  was  there  any 
room  for  the  pardon  and  j  vilification  of  the  believing  Jews  in  the  a-* 
folk's  days'*,  they  having  been  free  from  hcatkemfh  darknefe  and  idc- 
hirry,  and  fo,  in  this  author's  (Wife,  been  all  nationally  pardoned  and 
juti(fxcd  before ;  Anri  yei  the  apoftle  preached  to  them  tnc  Jorgivcncfs 
of  fins  through  Jefus  Chrijl ;  afiiinng  them?  that  by  Ai/w,  all  that  believe 
arc  juft  if  ed  jrom  all  things?  from  which  they  could  not  be  j  uplifted  by  the 
lavs  of  Mofo,  {.dels  xiii.  3^,  39  )  Surely  then,  when  he  preached 
pardon  and  juftific itiofi  to  the  Jews?  through  fmh  in  Chrift,  he  meant 
iomething  different  frdm  a  deliverance  from  the  former  of  hcathenifo 
darknefs  an7l  idolatry  ;  and  fomething  mwe?  than  they  already  were 
Viiiwiaf/y  partakers  of,  as  the  prof  effing  people  of  Go  h 

Anti  if,  according  to  this  writers  fuppofmon,  [fag*  27,  29:  )  all 
the  Jews  were  already  pardoned  and  julbficd  by  the  Abrahamic  cove¬ 
nant,  then  they  obtained  no  other  pardon  and  juAificafion  by  belie¬ 
ving  in  Chi Hft  than  they,  merely  as  Jews?  bad  before.  And  there¬ 
fore See.  in  the  New  Teftatnent,  mufi 
ordinarily  have  a  different  meaning  from  what  merely  relates  to  final 
privileges  and  bkflmgs  as  were  nationally  enjoyed  by  the  whole  body 
of  the  Jews?  without  dift  melton  ;  and  this  overthrows  the  foundation 
of  our  author**  fcheme,  iu  his  arguings  from  the  correspondence  of 
thefe,  to  thole  bkdingF,  as  though  they  were  of  the  fame  import. 
And  if  it  appears  frbm  the  univrrfalily  of  the  refur  refilm?  that  the 
grace  cf  the  gof pel  a  finally  extends  to  ALL  Mankind,  (as  he  aflVns 
jtig*  112,)  then  the  heathen  nations,  that  never  heard  the  gofpel* 
jiud  not  only  be  ruifed  at  the  feft  day  ;  but  the  grjee  of  the  gofpcl  ac¬ 
tually  extends  to  them  rJfo,  as  well  as  to  prcfeffng  Chrijli&ns*  And 
whut  can  be  con:hidetl  from  hence,  Wot  1h.1t  all  mankind?  iticlufivc  of 
ths  heathens  rhemfelves,  ih.:ft  have  a  beneficial  refurrection  to  Ilf,*  ? 

lie  makes  no  diltmttion  between  juj{fit<Uhn  and  filvathn?  though 
they  are  fo  plainly  diflinguithcd  in  thi*  epIfHc,  chap*  v.  p  where  it 
U  £u<J,  Much  more  being  now  jujlfcd  by  Chriji's  blood?  we  Jiall  be  Ja * 

Y  2  ved 
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vcdfrom  wrs th  through  him:  Nor  doth  he  male  any  diftinflion between 
external  and  effectual  callings  though  the  apoflle  rxprefeJy  fpeaks  of 
fon>  tbar  were  lo  called)  according  to  God's  purpofe ,  as  to  be  both/ij^ 
tiffed  and  glorified,  (chap*  viiL  28,  30.)  ;  and  out  blcfled  Lord  fays, 
Matty  arc  called 9  but  few  are  chofent  ixm*  14,)  Nor  doth 

he  diftirguifli  between  external  .tnd  internal  relation  to  Chrift  and  hi* 
church  ;  though  our  L<>fd  Iiimfitlf  makes  an  evident  diftinftion  be* 
tween  thofe  that  were  in  him  by  viffbU  preftffion  and  external  reia- 
iiotiy  and  others,  that  were  a!fu  in  him  by  vital  umcn9  John  xv.  6. 
amt  the  apoiUe  Jchn7  (1  Spiff*  ii«  19.)  dittinguilhcs  between  mere 
profejfarsy  and  re*d  Chr  iff  Lins  y  faying,  They  wait  cut  from  uj,  but  they 
were  net  qf  vs  :  For  if  they  had  been  of  aj,  they  would)  no  doubt ,  have 
continued  with  us  :  But  they  went  outy  that  they  might  be  made  mani * 
feffi  that  they  were  not  all  of  us* 

Our  apcftle  indeed  fpeaks  of  pardon^  JuJliffcationy  faiv&ti&tu  dye*  as 
the  common  privileges  of  all  in  the  churches  of  Chrift  to  which  he 
wrote,  whether  hey  con  rafted  of  JeiuiJb*  of  Gentile  converts  ;  But  it 
was  not  merely  on  account  of  thtir  profefflony  but  of  the  credibility  of  it, 
and  fo  cf  their  being,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  real  Chrifliansy  as ic 
was  meet  for  him  to  think  of  them  ally  {Phil*  l*  7,)  and  the  better  part 
of  them  were  fc  in  truth.  Why  then  might  not  the  denomination  of 
the  whole,  as  to  their  fpi  ritual  privileges  and  faving  benefits,  be  taken 
from  the  better  part  of  them*  on  a  charitable  preemption,  that  every 
one  was  what  he  credibly  pi orefled  to  be,  till  his  behaviour  fhe wed 
the  contrary  l  In  which  cafe  he  was  to  be  caft  our  of  the  church,  as 
the  apaftle  wrote  to  the  Corinthians  to  dp  by  the  ineejfatovs  perfon, 
( f  Cor*  V*  3,  4,  5.}  This  earned  an  intimation,  that  the  fpecixi  blcf- 
fingn  of  the  New  Tcftameiit-church,  fignified  by  an  external  commu¬ 
nion  with  irt  belonged  only  to  fincere  believers,  and  not  to  mere  pro* 
fefibrs,  whufe  conversion  (hewed  that  thpy  were  destitute  of  the  fa¬ 
ving  grace  of  God* 

There  vert  alw  ays  found  inA  rotten  profeflbrs  in  the  vijlble  church, 
Which  were  fignified  under  the  QIA  Teftamcnt,  by  the  good  and  bad 
Jigs  in  the  piofhet  Jeremiah's  vificm,  chap*  rxivT  and,  under  the 
'gofpcUftaie,  by  the  wheat  and  tares  growing  tcgetbery  till  the  harveff9 
in  our  Lord's  parable,  Maiih .  xi\u  24, — 30.  And  as  it  appears  from 
the  cptlUe  to  the  Romans  irielf,  chap *  Tu  28,  a 9.  and  ix«  6.  that  a  di- 
ftinclicii  is  to  be  made  between  only  viffhle  and  real  Ifraelitesy  and 
ChrijUam  ;  fo  Every  and  AlU  to  whom  gofpclrhcncfits  pertain,  arc  not 
ro  be  co tifi Acred  as  fignifying  all  and  every  one  ta  whom  the  apollle 
wrote,  any  other  wife  than  as  belonging  to  them  refpe£HVeIy,  in  one 
or  other  of  thofe  different  vjews  ;  For  though  neither  all  the  tyraelitest 
nor  a]*  the  members  of  gofp^t-churches,  were  cbofin9  called rjufliffeJs 
fartEliffcd  &cc*  in  a  faring  fenfef  yet  many  of  them  were  fo  5  and  ali 
thefe  gionous  privileges  and  bldlings  belonged,  at  prsfenty  really  and 
’  effectually  to  thefe,  and  only  preemptively,  in  the  judgment  oi  cha* 
jity,  toothers.  But  unlefs  there  had  been  fome,  even  among  the 
themfetvfrs,  under  the  CM  Tcflament^difpeiifdUoii,  that  were 
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Ifmelites  indeed*  and  fo  were  really  partakers  of  thefe  benefits*  in 
(he  Drift  and  faying  fenfc,  and  might  humbly  claim  them  by  fairh 
as  already  theirs  j  it  can  fcarcely  be  thought  that  they  would  have  been 
reprefenred,  as  pertaining,  in  the  vilible  adminiftration  of  the  cove¬ 
nant,  to  the  whole  body  of  that  people ;  or  that  it  was  not  with  a  fpe- 
cial  regard  to  the  circttmcifed  in  hearty  which  were  always,  more  or 
lids,  among  them,  that  fucb  great  things  were  laid  of  them.  Much 
lefs  can  any  thing  like  this  be  imagined  under  the  N-w  Teliamcnt- 
ftate,  in  which  not  national  births  but  religious  and  moral  character t 
arc  represented,  as  necefi'ary  to  bring  us  into  a  vifibtc  covenant-rcla- 
tton  to  God,  through  Chrift,  and  give  us  a  claim  to  all  the  privileges 
and  bkflings  of  the  gofpi.l-difpt.nfation. 

And  theiefore  all  this  writer's  large  colled  ion  of  tests,  to  give  z 
low  turn  to  the  fpeciaj  bleflings  of  the  New  Teftamcnt-church,  as  if 
they  were  only  national  and  external,  and  were  equally  common  to  alt 
profe fling  Chriftians,  whether  good  o'  bad ,  may  be  eafily  fet  to  rights, 
by  a  moll  natural  and  obvious  fuppofition,  that  the  apoftle  fpeaks  of 
thefe  blelEngs,  according  to  the  judgment  of  charity,  as  belonging  to 
the  whole  body  of  credible  proitfTois,  while  be  rotm  be  underltood  to 
mean,  that  only  true  believers,  who  are  often  described  by  diitinguifh- 
jag  characters,  were  really  in  the  hightlt  fenfc,  partakers  of  them  i 
And  it  was  impofljhle  that  he,  who  did  not  know  the  hearts  of  all 
ptofelTors,  (bould  (peak  to,  or  concerning  them,  any  otherwife,  than 
according  to  their  credible  profeffion  of  faith  j  which  is  indeed  the 
only  rule  of  men's  judging  concerning  rhem,  and  is  the  only  minijleriat 
warrant  for  admitting  them  to  all  the  external  privileges  of  the  cove¬ 
nant,  or  for  pronouncing  its  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleflings  upon  them ; 
but  this  doth  not  entitle  them  to,  or  fecure  their  falvation,  unkfs  they 
be  in  heart  what  they  appear  to  be  in  life.  Hence  motives  nod  obli¬ 
gations  toholinefs  and  obedience  were  urged  upon  all  profelfing  Chri- 
ftians,  as  the  means  of  God’s  appointment  for  arriving  at  eternal  life, 
according  to  thr  infeparable  connection  which  God  and  the  very  na¬ 
ture  of  things  have  made  between  holinefs  here  and  happinefc  here¬ 
after:  And  when  the  lives  of  any  were  inconfiftcnt  with  their  Chri- 
ftian  profeffion,  the  apoftle  warned  them  of  their  danger,  to  excite 
their  care  and  diligence,  left  they  flioutd  deceive  their  owp  fouls,  and 
fall  (hurt  of  heaven ;  a  (Turing  them,  that  the  unrighteous  jball  not  in* 
herit  the  kingdom  of  God,  (t  Coi.  vi.  9.) 

Our  author's  firjl ,  jujUfying  faith,  and  fecond,  working  faith,  are 
really  no  other  than  two  different  kinds  of  faith,  one  in  mere  profef- 
fors,  and  the  other  in  found  believers,  as  the  firft  is  only  doilrinal^ 
hijlorical ,  or  notional  1  and  the  fecond  is  ftneere ,  feated  in  the  heart , 
as  a  vital  principle  there,  and  productive  of  good  works  ;  and  fo  one: 
is  effectual  to  falvarton,  while  the  other  leaves  a  man  where  it  found 
him,  as  to  his  (late  before  God,  and  title  to  eternal  life.  Rut  whv 
may  not  true  Chri  Ilian  5  be  faid  to  be  favingly  pardoned,  jujiijifd, 
fmilijied,  &c.  through  a  Gncere  and  cordial  f  rith,  in  their  firit  belie¬ 
ving,  as  well  as  afterwards ;  and  to  be  realty  interelUd,  at  prefent,  in 


34*  7^  Preface  /g  Epijik  to*  the  Romans 

all  fpl ritual  anti  heavenly  blvflings,  fo  as  to  be  fecured,  by  divrntf 
gr.se  from  ever  falling  (hort  ot  their  u  tin  oft  pjrfeftion  in  gfnry  i  For 
they  receive  forgivenejs  of  jins%  and  an  inheritance  among  them  that 
are  fnnffificd^  by  one  and  rhe  fame  faith  in  Chrijl  jefus ;  and  ail  that 
are  begotten  to  a  lively  hopet  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through 
faith  unto  falvation*  (^Wrxxvi*  j8*  and  i  Pet*  i*  3,—  5-) 

According  to  this  gentleman**  frntiments,  the  Chri/Han*  as  far  aft  I 
fee,  has  little,  if  any,  advantage  of  the  heathen^  with  refpc£t  to  eter* 
fld/falvation :  For  he  fay*,  the  virtuous  heathen  may  be  eternally  fa¬ 
yed,.  as  well  as  the  virtuous  ChriJHany  and  repri'fents  virtue,  as  proper* 
Honed  10  advantages,  (png*  104.)  H'nce  it  clearly  follows,  lhat  left 
degrees  of  virtue  in  a  heathen,  are  equal  to  greater  degrees  of  It  in  a 
Chriftran  ;  hecaufe  the  Chtif)  iati’s  advantages  are  greater  than  bis, 
N*j\,  according  to  this  fchtmc,  the  heathens  leem  to  have  been  in  a 
better  (late,  in  fome  refpecl  af  leaft,  than  the  Jews  were  in,  under 
the  Mofaie  law :  For  the  Gentiles  were  freed  Horn  the  laborious  and 
ex  pen  live  fervices  of  the  Jews^  and  from  their  bondage-frame  of  fpi* 
rit,  which  aroft  from  the  dark  and  terrible  difpenfrtiou  they  were  un¬ 
der*,  am!  yet  the  Gentiles^  on  account  of  tbtir  lower  degrees  of  vir¬ 
tue,  from!  as  fair  for  acceptance  with  God  as  the  Jew$\  and  the  fins 
of  (he  y^wve re  more  provoking,  as  they  w^rc  committed  againft 
flight r  mercies,  means,  and  obUg'uions,  than  theirs:  And  no  one 
fr  faffing  Ghrijlian  rs  more  beholden  than  another  to  the  wonderful 
grace  of  Corf,  which  this  author  fo  much  magnifies,  all  along,  in  his 
firjl  jufiifieatfon9  pardon^  adoption,  farMification^  See-  fince,  accord¬ 
ing  to  him,  all  that  grace  lyes  only  in  God’s  giving  ihefe  external  blef- 
fings  of  the  gofpel,  in  common  to  all  that  projefs  to  believe  it%  and 
equally  mterefting  every  one  of  them,  whether  good  or  badf  in  all  its 
■glorious  privileges  upon  their  prof  effing  to  believe  :  Bur  1  can  net  find 
that  he  has  any  gteat  thoughts  of,  or  fays  much  about  ary  other  grace 
than  this. 

He,  as  has  been  obferved,  fays,  His  chief  intention  is  to  eftablifh 
a  double  j  u  ft  ifi  cation,  (0*96.)  which  be  calls  the  firjl  jvJlifcaUon^ 
xtpon.profrffing  to  believe  in  this  world  5  and  the  feemd  or  final  jtfi 
tificathn ,  upon  our  worksy  when  we  have  finifhed  our  courfe  at  the 
<liy  of  jtuVnent.  But,  after  ail,  the  difference  h?  would  make  be- 
luxrn  thetc,  m:jy,  I  think,  be  fairly  accounted  for,  by  confidering 
the  firjl  >  as  conjhtut've  jujiification  j  and  the  fecond^  as  publicly  de¬ 
clarative  in  7k  judicial  procefs,  upon  proper  evidence  of  the  Gncerity 
of  our  faith,  and  confrquamy  of  the  reality  of  our  laving  intereft  in 
Chrift,  by  our  works,  which  facing  faith  produces,  and  are  neceflary 
to  be  praftifed  by  thofe  that  ar«r  j unified 5  and  which,  when  brought 
to  light  at  the  great  day,  will  (hew  the  impartiality  of  the  final  feu- 
tence,  that  ihall  adjudge  them  to  eternal  life,  on  account  of  the  llo* 
deemeiVi  righceoufnds,  through  faith  in  him- 

And  as  to  this  author's  darling  notion,  that  the  apoftle  argues  about 
the  firjly  or  antecedent  juftificatien^  which  gives  m  title  to  eternal 
life,  iu  the  firjl  five  chapters  of  this  cpiUlc}  aud  about  confe^uent 

jufii- 
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Jujlification,  which  depends  on  oor  works,  in  the  Jixth  chapter, 
(pag.  123,-125  )  It  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  the  apoftle  argues 
about  Jvfftification,  at  all;  in  the  Jixth  chapter  5  but  rather  about 
obligations  to  fanttifUatioh  and  obet tience,  as  the  fruit  of  juftitying 
faith.  And  whoever  attentively  confiders  the  jufiification  by  faith, 
and  by  greet)  which  Is  difcourfed  on  particularly  in  the  fifth  chapter, 
mufl  furcly  think,  that  it  is  more  than  a  common  national  privilege, 
•without  any  fairing  efftft,  to  the  whole  body  of  profeffing  Chriftians, 
whether  good  or  bad  ;  and  that  it  is  fuch  a  juftifiction,  as  (hall  en¬ 
tirely  iff  lie,  through  divine  grlce,  in  final  and  complete  fnlvition,  as 
much  as  any  other  jaflificatioji  mentioned  in  this  epiftk,  or  any 
where  elfe  in  the  New  Teftament.  Fur  thefe  very  perfbns,  who  ate 
thus  jvfiificd  by  faith,  arc  laid  already  to  have  peace  with  Cod,  throy 
tur  Lord  Je/uf  Cbri/l and  to  have  accefs  by  faith  into  that  Hate  o£ 
grace,  •wherein  they  Jland  rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  Cod,  (ver. 
1,2.)  and  of  thefe  very  perfons  it  is  faid,  That,  being  now  juflified 
by  ChrifCs  blood,  they  Jball  much  more  be  faved  from  wrath  through 
him;  and  being  reconciled  by  bit  death,  much  more  Jba.ll  they  be  faved 
by  his  life ,  {ver.  9,  to.),*  and  they  that  receive  abundance  of  grace ,  and 
of  the  gift  rf  righteoufnefs,  Jball  reign  in  life  by  one  fefus  Chrijl,  (ver. 
17.)  Hence  it  is  called  jujiification  of  life  ;  and  grace  is  faid  to  reign 
through  righteoufnefs  to  eternal  life ,  by  Jefus  Chrijl  our  Lord,  (ver.  t8, 
21.)  What  eiprefltons  can  be  more  peremptory  and  fignificant  than 
thefe  to  allure  us  of  the  eternal  falvacion  of  alt  thofc  that  arc  thus  juf- 
tified  and  reconciled  to  God,  on  their  frft  believing  ?  And  yet  ir 
fee  ms  all  thefe  fay  nothing  about  a  man's  being  entitled  to  heaven, 
and  finally  faved. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  I  am  folly  fatisfied,  that  this  writer's  key  by 
no  means  fits  the  wards;  and  never  can  unlock  the  true  feheme  and 
defign  of  this  cpiltle  ;  or  give  ti$  any  juft  view  of  the  glorious  gofpcl 
of  the  blejfed  Cod,  which  was  committed  to  the  a po (lie's  trufi,  ( I  tim> 
i.  11.) 
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CIIAP.  L 

The  apofile  Paul,  by  way  of  mt/cduQion  to  the  whole  epijlkf  ajfcrts  hts 
commijfiony  i, — 6*  Salutes  the  faints  at  Rome,  7-  Bkjfes  God,  and 
prays  for  themt  8,—  i  O.  Exprejfes  his  deftre  and purpofe  to  feey  and 
prea%  h  to  them ,  i ;  >—15-  He  then  enters  on  his  maindeftgn  about  the 
gofpi'l  way  of  juftifiatim  hy  faith  for  Jew  band  Gentiles,  16,  IJ* 
Hud  fets  forth  the  Jins  of  the  Gentile*,  to  Jhevs  that  they  could  not  be 
juJHfied  by  the  law  of  nature ,  18, — 32* 


*r«*T, 

PAUL,  afcr- 

V'jiU  rtf  JCtliS 

an  ap  fepa- 
ra*crt  unio  the 
fnfpd  of  God, 


Paraphrase* 

T  PAUL  *,  who  was  formerly  a  bitter  enemy  to 
■*-  Chriftianity,  <md  furious  perfccutor  of  its  holy  pro- 
feffors,  now  coant  it  my  honour  to  he  the  humW,  o- 
bedienr,  and  devoted  Tenant  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  the  only 
Saviour  of  loft  tinners;  he  having,  not  only  changed 
my  heart  by  his  wonderful  grace,  but  alfo  com  million* 
ed  mc|  by  his  immediate  authority,  fince  his  refurieo 
tion  and  exaltation,  to  be  one  of  his  apoftlea  f,  and 
that  particularly  to  the  Gentiles*  This  then  is  my  cha¬ 
racter,  and  I  magnify  mine  office*  {chap,  si*  13.)  it  be¬ 
ing  my  highett  ambition  to  b  known  and  owned,  and 
ro  be  called  by  this  name  (**»*«  The  delight¬ 

ful,  honourable  work  to  which  I  was  freely  choftn 
in  God's  eternal  purpofe,  and  defignediy  feparated 
from  my  mother 'j  wmh9  ( GaL  i*  1  j.)  ;  for  which  1  af¬ 
terwards  was  richly  fumtlhcd,  and  to  which  I  was  So¬ 
lemnly  fit  apart,  and  gave  royfelf  up,  hy  the  fpecial  di- 
re£tion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  {ASs  xiiw  a.)  as  welt  as  by 
the  immediate  appointment  of  Chrift,  This  noble  work, 
1  fay,  is  that  of  preaching  the  gofpd,  even  the  glad 

ridings 

NOTES. 


*  For  an  ^cconnr  of  P&alt  and  of  hi*  be* 
generally  called  by  ihU  name  after  hi* 
coovcTfinn  and  cA\  10  the  apoftteihip,  lee  the 
uoie  on  Afit  vib  $8, 

+  Ay*nlts  per  ferns  feat ;  And  the  a- 

poifki  tif  'mr  l_or<J  were  the  pome  tnmiftert 
nf  hi*  n'bo  were  fe«t  immediately 

by  hiiiifeli  at  Jiir  firft  deicing  it  np  i*  the 
There  nmT  were,  nor  ever  can  tic 
any  forccHtiri  to  their  ipedd  charafKirs*  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  powers,  in  after-age*  of  the 
church  ;  F*r  they  were  only  fuch*  u  had 
ifcn  jhH  hcaid  the  Lord  cher  he  wat  rifin 
from  the  dcadj  and  were  fent  to  trilify  hit 
remrreOkin,  a*  eye  *nrl  farwitnjllci,  and  to 
publiih  the  vholc  feheme  of  the  jmfpc!,  un¬ 
der  an  immediate  in  ip)  rati  on  of  his  Spirit :  and 
they  were  tu'niftied  +  uh  mtruulnvs  powerr, 
for  con!?nnirig  and  vindicating  the  <t^trka 
they  preached,  and  conferring  the  gift*  or 
the  iioly  Cboft,  by  hying  ihcir  band*  aa 


Unde  that  beltoeri.  And  at  FW  ww  made 
the  great  ipoftleof  the  Gr«ri/H,  he  had  all 
thde  qo^lrlica?jon$  for  hi*  office ;  He  had  fec;i 
the  Lord  after  hi*  refrircOiofi,  and  heard 
h  m  fpcik  from  beavea*  1  Cor  ix.  3.  aad  xv* 
8*  and  AHi  U.  4.  He  received  hi*  authority 
not  from  men,  Init  immediattly  from  Chrift 
him  ft  If,  who  fent  him  to  die  Gen  nit t>  and 
revealed  to  him  what  he  wu  to  preach  10 
them,  Ads  ixIL  17,  18,  and  xrrl  te, 
*— iS.  Gtff.  L  r,  ti,— rtf,  and  EpL  iii  i*— * 
8.  Aud  he  w«  endued  with  sJi  apoftolic 
power*,  in  £0  much  that  he  was  nA  a  wk;t 
fcbinJ  the  very  ebie/ep  epofitei,  (a  C rr  xu  f.) 
Siee  MiftM/atT*  eflay  a. 

|  Hr  Gmd'&lft  obfervea^  on  Efb*  h  a.  that 
to  fitsreti)  or  let  apart,  i*  toft- 

IcfUi  per  :  1'hcvcfwe  r^rce  {€*Uumii 

ate  calfeii  upSeri/ms  ;  and  in  this  rtfptti.  out 
■potik  1*  called  4  tbefi*  that  is,  a  choice 
Vdlei  to  bear  Chriff *  name,  Atb*  ik.  if* 
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tidings  of  {station,  which  God  hftnfelf  is  the  author  of, 
and  has  made  known,  as  the  revelation  of  his  mind  and 
will,  with  reference  to  the  gracious  recovery  of  apof- 
tate  finners,  among  the  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jew,  thro’ 
a  Redeemer. 

*  (WMA  he  j  Which  bleffed  gofpcl  *,  though  it  haa  been  but 
foi  pro-  lately  publifhed  in  all  its  light,  grace,  and  glory,  is  no 
pm  in  ih<  boly  new  invention,  nor  the  contrivance  of  men  }  hut  is  en* 
toipiwcs,)  tirely  of  God,  who  in  former  ages  gave  various  hints 
of  it  by  his  infpired  prophets,  with  promifes  of  its  be* 
ing  more  fully  and  explicirely  revealed  in  due  time,  as 
theie  are  contained  in  the  facred  OTacles,  which  are 
differenced  from  all  merely  human  writings,  by  the  di* 
vine  purity  of  their  dodrines ;  by  the  holinefs  of  their 
original,  tendency,  and  dcGgn  $  and  by  the  fan&ifying 
effedts  which  tbey  are  tbe  means  of  producing  in  them 
that  believe. 

5  Concvnwig  3  The  main  fubjedl  of  this  glorious  gofpel  of  the 
hii  Son  Jcfiii  blefled  God,  relates  to  his  own  eternal,  and  only  be- 
*hi!h  gotten  Son,  Jefus  Chrift,  the  anointed  Saviour,  yout’s 

oi  th?  tied  oi  Da*  and  mine,  and  the  only  Lord  of  our  faith,  worlhip, 
vM  according  to  arid  obedience  ;  even  that  wonderful  and  adorable  per- 
**  dl’  fon,  who  in  two  diftind  natures  is  both  God  and  man. 


As  to  his  human  nature,  or  flclhly  defeent,  it  was  from 
that  renowned  patriarch  David,  of  whom  it  was  pro- 
phefied,  that  the  MrfEah  (hould  be  the  fruit  of  his  bo¬ 
dy,  and  fit  upon  his  throne.'  {Pjal.  cxixii.  1 1.  compared 
with  A£h  ii.  30.} 

«  Amt  declared  4  And  as  to  his  divine  nature ,  which  is  abfolatety 
God  airh  power^  and  infinitely  holy  in  itfelf,  and  preferred  his 

according  to  the  human  nature  from  all  defilement,  and  fo  may  be  cal* 
fpirit  of  hotinefe,  |c4  Spirit  of  holinefs ,  he  was  what  he  all  along  pru- 

^  feffed  himfelf  to  be,  and  eternally  had  been,  in  the 
moA  eminent  and  exalted  fenfe,  even  the  Son  of  God, 
poffeffed  of  the  fame  narure  and  perfections  with  tbe 
Father :  And  be  was  dcternmiatcly  avowed, 

openly  proclaimed,  and  convincingly  demonftrared  to 
be  fp,  according  to  the  manifeft  proof  that  was  given 
of  it  by  the  immediate  exertion  ofhis  own  divinepower  f, 

and 


NOTES. 

*  The  apoftk  no  (boner  neotwoci  the  atcadiig  te  the  ;  and  fo  dw  tnftihffis  is 
but  hi*  heart  ww  Jo  wanned  and  fill-  very  hciuriJu]  between 
*4  alih  a  fenfe  of  its  iranfccndcnt  eictllmrr,  inj  ttjpe^ptris  here,  amf  (**1*  trapxff)  at  - 
tl-.ii  be  wee  t  into  an  high  encomium  of  ir,  rordu#  eo  the /Ufa  vcr.  3*  Hut  if  we  con  fitter 
Ms*  of  Chrlft  its  chief  fiibjcA,  in  this  acJ  it*  U  is  the  primpU  of  the  power  hy  which 
t-ral  fallowing  v erics,  Chrift  wa*  raifed  from  c  he  dead,  for  rftDOD* 

t  If  the  Spirt  cf  fotiaefi  h  hw  confide  m3  ftraiin^  to  be  tbe  $d*>  of  Godt  It  may' 
a*  tA prtjjipt  <t[  1 heft  aft  m  which  Chrifl^wa*  cither  bis  own  divine  natuit,  or  the 

I'.rStt  G^J,  it  evidently  fv^utfes  hi*  tm-n  lioiy  Spirit,  the  third  Pcrfbn  iii  ihe  adorable 
in  eppo&taa  to  wfaas  he  vu  Trinity.  ArJ  yet,  acid's  bis  own  Hlvii  e 

jw>w«r 
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by  the  rcfrrrrc- 
lioii  from  the 
dud ; 


5  By  whom 
we  hit vc  referred 
grrir  and  ipodle* 
Siip^  for  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  faith 
a moog all  nation* 
for  hU  oamc ; 
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and  by  tbe  mighty  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit)  which 
wrought  in  him,  and  uodividedly  coucurml  with  him, 
in  railing  his  dead  body  from  the  grate,  to  a  glorious 
ftate  of  immortality. 

5  By  whom,  as  thus  rifen  and  exalted,  I,  together 
with  others  of  my  brethren,  have  been  enriched  with 
fpcciaJ  communications  of  divine  favour,  and  been  free¬ 
ly  honoured  with  the  apoftolic  office ;  And  the  grace 
of  apodldhip,  which  J  received  from  him,  was  de  fig  ti¬ 
ed,  through  his  hleffing  upon  my  labours,  to  bring  o- 
vet  Genti/et  as  well  as  JVu'j,  perfons  of  all  nations  what* 
foever,  unto  an  obediential  Jubjeti'.oii  of  their  under- 
Bandings,  wills,  and  eonfcieiices,  to  the  authority  of 
God,  in  believing  on  his  Son  Jcfus  Ohrid,  and  unto 
that  fpiritual  and  holy  obedience  to  all  bis  commands, 
which  is  the  fruit  of  faith  in  him ;  alt  which  was  de- 


4  Among  whom 
arc  ye  Jfc  the 
called  of  Jdu* 

Chrirt, 


y  To  all  that 
be  in  Rome,  be¬ 
loved  of  Cr:dT 
rilled  r*  be  faints? 
Grace  (0  y^u,  and 
peace  ftobi  God 

OUT 


figned  for  the  glory  of  his  own  great  name,  in  the  fal- 
vation  of  their  fouls. 

6  And,  among  tbefe,  ye  yourfelves,  who  dwell  in 
the  metropolis  of  the  Ronton  empire,  the  head  of  the 
GentiU  world,  are  called,  by  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  to  the  knowledge,  faitb,  and  fellowfhip  of  th  e  gof- 
pel ;  and  l  accordingly,  as  the  apoltle  of  the  Gentilrs, 
[chap,  xi.  13.)  look  upon  myfelf  obliged  to  difeharge 
my  office  toward  you. 

7  To  you  therefore,  whether  Jev/j  or  Gentilef)  that 
are  profejfors  of  Chrift  at  Rome,  and,  in  the  judgment 
of  charity  are  the  obje&s  of  God's  fpeciai  love,  which 
difeovers  itfelf  in  its  happy  effedis  upon  you ;  even  to 
you  who  bear  the  cbara&er  of  holy  believers,  and 
whofe  proper  denomination  is  faint  1,  which  ye  are  cal¬ 
led  and  obliged  to  be.  To  all  and  eveiy  one  of  you, 
my  hearty  prayer,  affectionate  faluution,  and  auihori- 
jUtive  benedi&ion,  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  is,  that  the 
riches  of  free  love  and  favour  *  may  abound  and  be  de¬ 
lightfully 

NOTES. 


power  concurred  in  rajfjcg  him  from  the 
de*<U  rcfrmtKon,  ahftnAly  cod  federal 
in  ufeR,  no  more  proved  him  to  be  tbt  Sob 
rf  God,  than  (fee  reforreftton  of  believers  by 
the  power  of  Grd,  int]  bj  In  Spirit,  who 
iweifs  rtf  than,  (Rom,  tUL  u.}  proves  any 
of  them  to  lie  fi>* 

*  Pant  ho  with  post,  it  well  known  to  have 
been  the  common  la  kit  at  km,  importing  all 
psofperity,  under  the  Old  Te  foment  %  and  K 
vru  oted  by  our  Lord,  and  by  hit  apoftle% 
and  fevent  y  di  fa  pies,  during  bis  abode  upon 
earth*  Sec  Ttfki  si-  m,  s(,  Mcttb*  1. 

rj,  *nd  Luh  *.  j.  But  *hen  the  golpd- 
dUpcofacioD  vat  far  up  io  all  itj  light!  blcf- 


Cngtt  and  glory,  the  faint  art  on  was  ufcaily 
changed  imojrw  and  peace,  to  keep  up  our 

View  of  God's  fret  favour,  at  the  fountain  uf 
all  grace  in  us,  and  of  ail  our  profperity  cr 
pnee.  Oor  apollle  ofe  it  at  the  beginning 
of  ait  htscpiftlct  to  the  churches,  and  men¬ 
tion*  a  ctnrefpondttit  falutation ,  viz.  Ihe 
grute  of  okr  Ltrd  jySr  t  Chnfl  he  frith  pu^  as  a 
difliaguiihmg  tokeo*  which  he  wrcic  uteIi 
his  own  hand>  at  the  chit  of  every  cpiftle, 
efpcdally  of  fnch  as  utexe  tranferihed  by  *n; 
atcanoenfa,  iii*  ry*  But  n  is obfer- 

vu.b|e,  that  at  the  entrance  uf  both  hts  c- 
pitttesto  TtiHQibp  sod  of  that  to  T itwr,  and 
of  ihofa  onlyp  he  adds  tutfc}  to  grace  and 
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ear  Fiihtr,  ind  Ikghrfully  manifefted,  in  plentiful  c om man i Catrons  of 
Qri^”1  ^  °*  grace,  and  in  ail  manner  of  profperity,  con  C  fling  of 
,  peace  with  God,  and  peace  in  your  own  conferences, 
and  with  one  another,  and  all  around  you.  May  all 
biefltng  freely  and  extetiGvely  abound  toward  you,  ac¬ 
cording  to  tbe  oeconomy  of  klvaticm,  from  God,  even 
our  covenant  God  and  Father,  as  the  original  fpring 
and  defigner  of  then)  all;  and  from  the  Lord  Jefua 
Ohrid,  as  the  only  Mediator,  who  purchaled  them  by 
h3s  blood,  and  conveys  them  by  his  Spirit. 
tM,lthiik  8  As  what  I  hear  of  the  wort  of  God  among  you,  is 
ChrinTfar  roatter  of  Ereal  rejoicing ;  lb  I,  though  a  ftranget  to 
rott  ill,  (hit  your  you,  cannot  but,  in  the  fir (l  place,  offer  up  the  mod 
i»ith «  fpofcco of  cheerful  thaukfgivings  and  pratfes  on  your  behalf  to 
whoi^world.  ^  God,  my  own  God,  as  well  as  yours,  through  Jefus 
Ohrid,  by  whom  alone  all  blelling*  come  to  you  ;  by 
whom  I  am  brought  into  a  coven  am- relation  to  God  the 
Father;  and  by  whom  my  fccrtlice-of  praife  is  acceptable 
to  him,  (Hik.  siii.  15.  and  1  Pet.  u.  5,)  l  heartily  blefa 
God  for  the  grace  bellowed  upon  you  all,  which  has 
wrought  fo  efte£lual!y  and  fo  vtfibly  on  you,  and  cfpc- 
dally  on  the  Gentile  converts  among  you,  that  your  re* 
ceiving  the  gofpel,  and  your  remark jble  faith  in  Ci-rift, 
even  at  Rome  itfelf,  notwithftanding  all  thetemptations 
and  oppofition  ye  meet  with  there,  is  talked  of  with  re¬ 
ligious  wonder  and  joy,  and  with  high  commendation, 
among  aii  the  churches*  through  the  Roman  empire ; 
every  CbrifUau  being  glad  to  report  it,  and  to  hear  the 
.  report,  wherever  they  live.  And  it  cannot  endear  you 
to  them  more  than  it  does  to  me. 

f  For  Gml  is  9  For  I  can  folemnly  appeal  to  the  all -feeing  and 
n«ve'<ri!h1,rnn  beart-lcarching  God,  as  tbe  great  witnefs  of  the  truth 
gal.  °f  what  I  fay ;  even  that  God,  whom  I  ferve  not  in  pre- 
t>ri  of  hit  son,  rence,  or  mere  outward  appearance,  nor  in  bodily  la- 
ihat  wihout  «a-  bouronlyi  but  fincerely,  aifeAionatclv,  and  faithfully, 
wg  m  mro.  full  bent  of  heart,  and  with  the  renewed  fpiiit  of 

my  mind,  in  publifhing,  maintaining,  recommending, 
and  enforcing  the  gofpel  of  hts  dear  Son,  which  may  be 
fo  called,  becaufe  he  is  the  fubje&  and  author  of  it.  I 
can,  1  fay,  appeal  to  God  himfclf,  even  as  by  a  religi¬ 
ous  oath,  rhat  on  all  ftared,  and  occaGona)  fet  addrefles 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  I  con  f hotly  bear  you,  in  a  very 
particular  manner,  upon  my  heart,  and  do  not  forget 


to 


NOTES. 

pe=c±,  frying,  Gratt*  prmyt  end  pmt  le  comfort  them,  and  Itccp  them  hjtfiftil, 
vii  wa;  vji'xh  »;.a.r  intimate,  that,  a*  vuti-  under  all  'htir  Iharo  and  (UlcourAKtmrn^T 

oui  nilKmliic^  IjJmarf,  tcmptoiionf,  "  warW  ii  here  put  lor  tht  K** 

And  (Lugcn  of  mimiier*,  art  tKtitt  a*  it  alfb  is  Jj/AriL  jr  bccai^e 

ibitn  of  prrrattrChriftims;  Yo  they  tl-.ar  umpire  then  included  the  gtraceft  part  uf 

moit  of  *11  to  pitj^  help,  tUc  ttuj  drtfccd  utbnj  ol  t!w  wortJL 
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Ch.}. 


t»n  of  fou  aK  to  mention  you  tmprelsly  in  my  daily  prayers  to  him, 
ways  in  mj  pray-  t(jat  _e  mav  ftill  more  and  more  abundantly  blefied 

r5»  __^L  -L  '  ‘V* _ J _ C_i  .  o  *  f*  ' 


i*  Miking  ft* 
yuefc,  (if  hy  wiy 
mnns  now  at 
length  I  might 
have*  pro  fpt  roils 


(o  fee  you*  that? 
BUf  impart  unto 
you  feme  fbirinut 
gift*  to  the  end 
you  may  be  d1&- 
bJttbcd; 


with  all  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit* 

10  Tea,  fo  ftrong  is  my  affection  ro  yott ,  and  con¬ 
cern  for  your  further  edificarion  and  efhbliilnntnr,  that, 
among  other  things,  I  am  continually  begging  of  God, 
that  (tf  it  be  bis  holy  will)  bis  infinitely  wife  and  good 

'od  }***  providence  would  now,  at  length,  remove  all  difltcul- 
comeqmo  you,r°  out  mFwa Y*  an^>  by  loin e  means  or  other,  *ive 
me  a  fafe  and  favourable  opportunity  of  coming  to,  and 
perfonally  converting  with  you. 

11  Fori  find  in  myfeif  a  longing  deGre  to  make  you 
a  viGt,  that  I  may  have  thepleafure  of  feeing  your  faces, 
whom  God  has  beautified  with  falvation  j  and  of  com¬ 
municating  further  inftruAions  to  you,  by  the  fpirit  of 
wifdom  and  knowledge,  together  with  fome  new,  or 
greater  degrees  of  fpiritual  gifts,  by  the  impofition  of 
my  hands,  the  better  to  furaifh  fome  of  yourfelves  for 
minifterial  work,  (fee  I  Cor*  xii.  7,-11*) ;  and  the  more 
abundantly  ro  confirm  you  in  the  doctrines  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  in  your  moil  holy  faith,  which  yc  have  already 
been  made  partakers  of,  am  id  ft  tbe  temptations  and 
dangers,  that  ye  are  expofed  to,  on  eveiy  fide,  from  the 
world,  and  from  the  falfe  teachers  that  would  pervert  you. 

12  My  deGgn  in  all  this  is,  that  we  may  rejoke  to¬ 
gether  in  tbe  love  of  God  to  us  feverally,  and  in  the  af~ 

-  , '  feftionate  expreflions  of  our  love  to  each  other;  and 

ma7  have  mutual  fatisfa&ion  and  delight,  in  comparing 
our  fpiritual  experiences  together,  and  plainly  ditcover* 
ing,  one  to  another,  that  God  has  wrought  the  lame  ef¬ 
fectual  faith  both  in  you  and  me. 

13  Now,  my  beloved  brethren  in  the  Lord,  that  ye 

_  may  not  take  tnefe  to  be  merely  words  of  compliment, 

that  l  ofttfuimer  or  only  expreflions  of  a  prefent  Safh  of  afkflkn,  1  think 
pnrpofcd income  proper  to  allure  yon,  that  the  defire  I  fpeak  of  has  been 
m^lctMrbcm1}  *°ng  *n  mY  bean;  I  having  often  ferioufly  intended, 
Uutl  might  have  and  endeavoured,  to  turn  my  courfe  to  you;  though 
hitherto  oppoGrion,  hardfhips,  and  necefiary  fervicesin 
other  places  *,  have  unexpectedly  prevented  me,  when 
I  fain  would  have  been  with  you,  that  I  might  proraorc 
the  intereft  of  Chrift  at  Jtcnu,  and  reap  fuch  fpiritual 

fruits 


n  That  tft 
thtt  T  may  be 
comforted  toge- 
(her  with  you,  by 


AC, 


13  Now  1  would 
not  have  you  ig* 
monnt,  bierhrcn, 


N  O 

*  Tbe  apoftlc’s  ht  hitherto  feems 

principally  ro  refer  ro  tbe  full  employment, 
which  the  providence  of  God  had  called  him 
to,  io  other  places  among  the  GcntUts^  where 
the  gpfpd  bed  never  been  preached  by  any 

oft*  die,  which  he  ptttkuturiy  takes  notice 
of,  dtup.  xt.  tp,— At  other  time*  he 
wu  pmaxcdt  by  the  Jpccial  4ir<£m  tf  tbe 


T  E, 

Spirit,  and  an  extraordinary  contrary 
to ,  his  o-«ii  ddi^nt  as  ;n  xvi 
And  at  others,  by  rfieopp^fm^n  arulfrouhW 
he  me t  wkh  in  Afia  end  Greece,  At i:  *iii. 

Sec.  and  fo  Salsa  hindered  h*nx  by  Jtirring  v.p 
evil  inftrometiu  himt  as  Lc  laid  ij 

another  caffe*  a  Tb$<  ii.  rl* 


Ch  i. 

fame  frutl  tnoitg 
Tuu  al(bt  «eo 
ammy  other 
GtntiUs. 


t4 1  am  debtor 
both  to  the 
Greek*,  and  to 
the  barbwiant  T 
both  co  the  wife, 
a&d  to  lire  no* 
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t  f  fto,  it  much 
91  Ut  me  is,  I  am 
ready  to  prrach 
the  gofpel  t*> 
that  arc  at  Rome 
*U o. 


td  For  I  am 
do!  aflumed  of 
the  g^fpei  of 
C!vi(l  f  for  it  is 
the  patter  of  God 
unco  fair  Alien,  to 
every  ooe  that  be* 
Ittvcih,  to  the 
Jrw*  firflj  at io  to 
Xbf  Gierk. 


fruits  of  my  roimftry,  in  the  work  of  cotiverfion  and 
edification  among  you,  as  (hail  abound  to  his  glory,  and 
to  your  own,  as  well  as  my  account;  even  as,  by  his 
grace- with  me,  has  been  tne  happy  effe£t  among  other 
Gentiles,  to  whom  I  have  had  opportunities  of  preaching 
the  gofpel. 

14  Yea,  is  a  neceffty  it  laid  upon  met  and  wo  it  unto 
me,  if  I  preach  not  the  gofpel,  (t  Cor.  ix.  16)  and  as  1 
have  freely  received  my  apoftoltc  office  and  qualifies* 
tions  for  this  very  purpofe,  l  look  upon  myfelf  obliged, 
in  point  of  duty  and  gratitude,  to  improve  them,  as  the 
Lord  (hall  enable  me,  for  the  benefit  of  all  forts  of  6Vb* 
tiles,  as  well  as  of  the  Jews ;  whether  they  be  the  more 
polite,  ieatned,  and  civilized  Greeks,  among  whom 
arts  and  fciences  chiefly  flourifh  ;  or  the  more  ryde  and 
uncultivated  nations  who  have  little  literature,  and  good 
breeding  among  them,  and  therefore  are  called  Barba* 
riant,  (fee  the  note  on  ASlt  xxviii.  4.)  or  whether  they 
be  the  more  prudent  and  fagacious,  or  the  more  weak 
and  ftupid,  in  cither  parts  of  thefe  two  grand  divifionx 
of  the  world, 

15  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  yc  may  be  well  fatif- 
fied,  tbar,  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  it,  and  may  have 
opportunity  for  it,  1  am  heartily  willing,  and  defirous, 
to  run  all  riiks  of  my  reputation,  cafe,  and  life  itfclf,  to 
execute  iny  cotnmiflion,  in  preaching  the  bleflcd  gofpel 
of  Chtift  to  you,  even  at  Homey  in  the  face  of  all  op- 
pofirion,  contempt,  and  danger,  from  the  imperial  au¬ 
thority;  from  the  rich,  great,  and  learned;  and  from 
the  numerous  populace  there;  as  I  have  already  done  ir, 
not  only  in  country  towns  and  villages,  but  like  wife  in 
noted  cities  for  learning  and  traffick,  fuch  as  Antioch, 
Philippi,  Thejalonica,  Athens ,  and  Corinth.  A&s  xv. 
35.  and  xvi,  12.  and  xvii.  1,  1 6.  and  xvfii.  1. 

16  For,  bow  meanly  foever  many  people,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  chief  rank  and  figure  in  the  world,  may 
think  of  the  gofpel  of  God’s  grace  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  how  much  foever  they  may  defpife  and  jet  them* 
fclves  again  ft  it,  on  account  of  the  ignominious  death 
of  its  author,  and  principal  fubje&,  and  of  the  poverty 
of  its  profeflors,  or  on  account  of  its  arrlefs  drefs,  and 
the  fublimity  and  myfterioufnefs  of  fome  of  its  do&rines, 
and  the  contrariety  of  the  whole  to  tbeir  pride  and  paf- 
ftons,  1  ufts  and  prejudices,  carnal  notions  and  fecular 
interefts  ;  and  whatever  reproach  and  ridicule  I  may 
fuffer,  for  efpoufing  and  publilhing  it,  it  is,  nevjerthe- 
lefs,  fuch  an  excellent  and  illuftrious  fcheme,  for  dif- 
playing  the  glory  of  all  the  divine  perfections  in  united 

harmony 
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■  *t  Fnr  thflTin 
it  the  righicftij* 
iKli  of  God  re¬ 
vealed 


harmony,  and  for  recovering  fallen  creatures  to  the  fa* 
vour  and  image  of  God,  that,  inflead  of  being  alhamcd 
of  it,  I  count  it  my  higheft  honour  to  own  and  profsfs, 
preach  and  defend  it,  and  that  among  the  great  and 
learned,  as  well  as  the  vulgar  and  illiterate  ;  For  it  is 
evidently  clothed  with  divine  authority,  and  is  the  imans 
and  in  liniment,  which  God  has  appointed,  and  which 
his  almighty  power  works  hy  upon  the  heart,  to  under 
It  effe&Lia!  for  the  eternal  falvation  of  every  tiut  Wlir- 
ver  ;  both  of  the  Jews,  to  whom  it  was  fiift  fmi,  [dels 
iii.  2&>  and  xiii.  46.)  and  likewife  of  the  GeittiUs,  the 
mod  learned  of  which  are  the  Greehi%  to  whom  it  was 
afterwards  puhlifhed,  and  great  multitudes  oi  whom 
have  received  it.  (AS s  my.  t.and  xvii.  12.) 

17  For,  in  this  glorious  gofpel,  the  tranfcemhndy 
excellent  righteoufru’fs  *,  which  God,  of  his  own  i;>- 
finite  wtfiiom  and  mere  grace,  has  appointed  am!  pro* 

Vldul, 


MOTE. 


*  That  vhlch,  f»r  nafou  mentioned  in 
the  paiaphrufr,  i«  ftyled  tbt  rlyktwfnef  of 
Cod,  lioili  here  and  in  chip  iir,  u,  i%.  and 
x,  3*  fdainly  relate*  in  3  tightener* 

fte<s,  which  is  fhe  frthjcftof  the  apA(?k*i  dlf- 
cowrie;  aud  tM?  U  failed,  at  other  t the 
tlgteittfotfi  of  faith,  ciup*  iv,  j  3.  fcecjutV  it 
is  nude  known,  received,  and  nude  over  to 
for  rightcou fuels,  through  faith.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  the  i;wftic  fpeaks  of  receiving 
the  gift  01  thii  right  conflict,  l'*.  hap.  vt  ty  ) 
and  it  U  f*id  to  be  tit  ritlfcytfinfs  of  Cod, 
irbjoh  n  bj  f*ihlt)  and  through  tbt  faith  of 
Hi-  **  and  ix*  30,  and  x,  £. 
end  Ph-:U  iii.  &0  sod  10  it  is  difttngdtthcd 
f/orj  the  gratttil  frith,  as  i:  evidently  is  in 
fhU  pUc,  while  it  it  faid  To  he  ttvtnhd  to 
faitb,  to  intimate,  that  tins  r^htcoufrefs  U 
net  faith  i?felfr  hut  is  that  which  U  appre¬ 
hended  and  record  by  faith  :  And  that  this 
it  ihc  righic^ff.crt  of  Cbttfi,  which  he 
VtoujIw  out  by  his  obedience  and  fuffcringi 
Jinto  death,  appear*  from  it*  hai«g  rcprtfeu fe¬ 
ed »  as  iridndin^  a  price  of  redemption  and  a 
propitiation  by  ms  blood,  c bap*  ;ik  11,  2*, 
%%+  and  froraitf  being  called  Vi*  riifawfatfi 
and  ikditMt  4f  oat%  meaning  Chriit,  h*  jrf* 
iRil  being  ft id  to  m^it  maay  right** 
Gtjt  in  opppfitinn  10  the  of  art,  end  tbr  dijb* 
lcdt**t€ef  one,  meaning  Adsm,  which  wt  to 
COuJtataallop,  and  by  which  r.;$riy  mere  ntsdo 
JtBwrtf  (chap.  v.  iftv  ip.)  And  this  Oil!  fur¬ 
ther  appears  from  Cbrift**  being  fptikeii  iff, 
is  tht  tnd  of  tbt  t<n*  for  rigottomefs  to  tv  tty 
orrt  tktt  heRevet,  (chap.  x.  4  )  and  a*  mad*  of 
Cod  Tigkut&fatft  to  them  that  err  m  tint,  or 
that  are  vitally  united  by  frith  to  him,  (iCjr, 
j*  30.)  and  from  their  being  made  tbt  rightt- 
of  God  in  Arm,  (a  Cor,  v.  it  )  Ac¬ 
cordingly  to  be  jqfkjltd  by  tUf&lh  of  Cbr:Jft 


amt  jttfl:  SfdfaChnJt,  art  ufed  as  termt  of  :*iC 

fame  import^  (GeA  ii-  *6,  it*)  S«air>  fSe 
note  on  Rom  iy.  it  i»  wy  dificuti 

determine  the  predfe  fcn&  In  *  h  ch  this  itgh- 
tenorncf^  of  God  t$  laid  to  be  revealed  fnv 
faith  to  faith .  Some  under  it  and  it  to 
that  *he  rightconfrefsof  God  is  reveekdfnjm 
an  Old  to  a  tVev  TcfUment-fniih*  Oihcrj, 
that  the  rightooufnds  of  God,  which  is 
faith,  is  revealed  in  thegrfpel  to  btgti  tob. 
Others  tiiat  it  is  revealed  from  the  firrt  taiih, 
whereby  we  come  into  a  Juftificd  ftate,  to  4.U 
ter- faith,  by  which  wc  continue  in  that  Aatc. 
Various  other  fcdJVs  may  be  feen  in  r.xpn^- 
tors,  (Vid.  PoL  jyaoyfi}  ;  but  ir.tt  'ur.:rl> 
feems  10  me  10  be  mo-t  >*nfntccd  and  a^te* 
able  to  th; context,  though  f  do  nor  find  this 
any  have  taken  notice  of  it*  is,  that  the  righ- 
teoufrefs  of  God  is  tcvcakd  from  the  frith  or 
the  JVus  to  whom  it  was  Aril  pieetlfrrf* 
and  who  HHt  believed  in  it,  to  the  filth  ci 
the  Gtxtittt  to  whom  it  was  afterwards  pu¬ 
blished,  and  whn  embraced  k  by  frith  and 
fo  this  paftage  refers  bick  to  mhoi  the  apodic 
had  faid  in. the  clofo  of  the  preceding  vcrfc» 
about  t  be  gofpers  being  tht  fwtr  of  Cod  unta 
fMnution,  to  tvtry  $>;e  (iitj  b^Uvety  to /It 
JirJlt  pad  olfi  to  (fit  Greek-  And  this  feior 
may  very  well  confift,  and  fall  it>  with  othr^ 
fuggefttd  in  the  paraphrafe.  and  with  r»nr 
part  of  the  learned  Mr  Lstkt' s  iiiterprerBtwn 
ofthephrafe,  who  undcrffrn*U  it  to  mt^n, 
that  the  rightcottfntftof  God  is  nothy 
hut  by  faith  alone,  according  to  it;  t » . 
or,  th«  it  is  wholly,  and  oil  torvixk,  hy  fahh  ; 
acd  fo  it  *s  the  fame  Bgnrc  which  the  3pVv,.t 
uted  in  other  places,  where  he  fpcaks  of  /■-“* 

to  iaifvitj,  auto  i my*ity\  that  rat  uW!v 
to  iniquity,  {chap*  vL  rp-JjatiyVew^Ae*  r 
{toy;  that  is*  wholly  glorious,  (1  Cer.ii't- 1*.  J 


Cb-i. 

from  filth 
to  faith  i  at  it  it 

written.  The  juft 
fkuLiiivi  bj  faith* 


i 3  Far  4 he 
wr»Th  of  ts 
-flicfil  from 

hitivcn  a^ainrt  alj 
aid 

L’i  i  i^Iilcuu'udj 

cit  ffl'D,u  hoh  Id 

4be  mrh  in  un- 
fiJ'U^uJrisfs* 
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Tided,  approves  of,  accepts  and  imputes  for  juftification 
in  his  Ggbr,  and  which  his  eternal  Son,  who  is  God, 
[chap.  is.  $.)  and  whofe  name  isih t  Lord  our  Rigbieouf. 
Titjs,  ( Jer .  xxiii.  6.)  has  wrought  out,  and  brought  in, 
by  his  perfefl  obedience  and  atoning  fufferings,  even 
unto  death,  [Dan.  ix.  24.)  This  righteoufnefs,  I  fay, 
which,  on  thefe  and  fuch  like  accounts,  may  be  ftyled 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  is  now,  at  length,  dearly 
made  known  in  all  its  fuitablenefs  and  perfection,  dig¬ 
nity  and  efficacy,  ftom  the  doctrine  of  faith  in  the  word, 
to  the  grace  of  faith  in  the  heart,  which  entirely  and 
alune  apprehends  and  receives  it  for  j unification,  with¬ 
out  the  concurrence  of  any  of  our  works  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  [chap.  iii.  28.)  from  firft  to  la  ft  ;  from  the  faith  of 
the  Jew,  to  the  faith  of  the  Gentile  j  and  from  the  weak- 
eft  and  obfeureft,  to  the  ttrongeft  and  cleared  failb,  in 
ei'herof  them :  So  that  every  true  believer,  of  what 
nation  foever,  or  of  utliac  degree  foerer  his  faith  be,  all 
fuch,  and  none  but  fuch,  are,  and  fliall  be,  difchargcd 
from  condemnation,  and  accepted  as  righteous  to  eter¬ 
nal  life,  as  was  bioted  in  the  prophtt’s  declaration, [Hah^ 
bak.  ii.  4.)  which  was,  not  that,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  law,  the  man  which  doth  tbo/e  things  Jbail  live  in 
them  f  bur  that  the  maD,  who  is  righteous  in  God's  ac¬ 
count,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  gofpel,  is  brought 
into,  and  continues  in,  a  (late  of  fpiritual  life,  and  is 
en rilled  to  eternal  life,  through  faith  in  the  Media h,  of 
whom  it  wns  prophefied,  that  he  would  fit  rely  come,  and 
not  tarry .  (Compare  Hah.  ii.  3,  4.  with  Heb,  x.  37,  38.) 

18  And  ibis  way  of  pardon  and  jollification  is  equal¬ 
ly  neceJJary  far  Jans  and  Gentiles,  if  ever  either  of  them 
are  made  partakers  of  thofe  intftimable  hleflings.  For, 
ro  begin  with  the  Gentiles ,  the  juft  and  terrible  ven¬ 
geance  of  the  great  God  is  denounced  from  heaven,  the 
habitation  of  his  holinefs  and  glory,  not  only  again  ft  tho 
fins  of  the  Jews,  but  of  the  heathens  alfo :  He  has  giv¬ 
en  them  notice  of  this  by  the  judgments  Which  he  has 
executed,  in  the  cowrie  of  his  providence, -upon  Tinners, 
and  by  the  fecret  remorfe,  and  louder  clamours  of  their 
own  conferences,  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt;  and  this  is  now 
further  revealed  to  them,  by  exprefs  declarations  under 
the  gofpcl  Itate,  [AHs  xviii.  30,  31.) ;  this  various  and 
Folcmn  warning  is  levelled  agrinft  all  impiety,  with  re¬ 
ference  to  God  and  his  worftiip,  fuch  as  the  atheifni, 
idolatry,  and  poiytheifm  of  the  heathens  ;  and  againft  all 
manner  of  immorality,  with  regard  to  others  and  tbem- 
fplves  ;  who  wickedly  and  11  n r igh reoufl y  fttfte,  imprifon, 
apd  fupprefs  wbat  gopd  notions  they  have  of  truth  atul 

falfeheod. 
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BettofeEhit 
«hich  Duy  be 
known  of  God  is 
■naniieA  in  thc^ri 
for  God  bath 
Ihrwed  it  unto 
theta  * 


to  For  the  ia- 
tfltble  things  of 
him  frnm  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  world 
arc  clearly  lcto, 
being  underflood 
by  the  things  that 
arc  made,  tvtx 
his  ctertitl  ;o»cr 
and  Godhead  j  fo 
that  they  arc 
ouhout  cacuic: 


t.1  Bectofcthit 
ehtn  they  knew 
Cjd  they  glori¬ 
fied  him  Out  at 

Cod,  fuuEitrwere 
thank- 


falfehood,  right  and  wrong ;  and  wilt  not  »€t  according 
to  them,  nor  luffW  them  to  have  their  proper  influence 
upon  their  hearts  and  lives,  as  their  own  conferences  tell 
them  they  ought  to  have. 

ly  Though  the  GentUei  advantages  have  not  been  f- 
qual  to  thofe  of  the  fevst%  yet  they  cannot  plead  perfect 
ignorance  ;  becaufe,  in  oppofiiion  to  their  flagrant  im¬ 
piety  or  utigodlineft  the  very  light  of  nature  difeorers 
fome  things  concerning  God,  which  are  knowable,  and 
arc  made  known  to  them,  and  efpedally  to  fome  great 
moral  ids,  fuch  as  Socrates  *,  Setuca,  and  others  among 
them,  (*»«»•*)  by  the  works  of  creation  and  providence  : 
For  God,  who  is  the  author  of  that  light,  and  of  thefc 
works,  has  therein  clearly  mamfefted  thofe  things  con* 
cerning  himfelf  to  them. 

20  For  he  hat  not  lift  himfelf  without  niitnefs  in  the 
works  of  nature-  [Afls  xiv.  17.)  fercral  of  his  adorable 
excellencies,  fuch  as  his  almighty  power,  which  he  has 
eternally  and  unchangeably  in,  and  of  himfelf;  and  his 
fupre me  divinity,  whereby  he  neerflarily,  everlaftingly, 
and  perfe&ly  exifts,  which,  he  being  a  pure  fpirit,  are 
cot  in  themfclvcs  the  objc&s  of  fenfe,  nor  can  be  fern 
by  corporeal  eyes  1  Thefe,  together  with  his  tranfevn- 
dent  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  are  fenfibly  difplaycd  in  their 
eflfe&s,  and  have  been  imprefTed,  as  legible  and  indeli¬ 
ble  characters,  on  the  works  of  his  hands,  and  particu- 
larly  in  the  wonderful  formation  of  man,  the  top  crea¬ 
ture  of  this  world,  (»w  ever  fwce  (■*•  *wwj  the 
creation  of  all  things ;  and  thefe,  being  attended  to 
with  due  reflection,  are  eafily  difeerned  (»•*>«»*  “iV”1) 
in  his  operations,  and  in  the  things  that  are  thereby 
produced,  with  fuch  magnificence  and  variety,  beauty 
and  order,  as  none  but  a  God  of  infinite  perfections 
could  be  the  author  of ;  So  that  the  heathens  neglect  of 
him,  and  difobedience  and  oppolitton  to  him,  are  com¬ 
mitted  again  it  fo  much  light  and  knowledge,  as  leaves 
them  utterly  inexcufable. 

21  Bccaufe  when,  in  this  way,  they  could  not  but 
have  fome  notions  of  God's  being  and  attributes,  they 
neverthefefs  did  not  conceive  worthy  of  him,  nor  treat 
him  like  a  God,  lui  table  to  his  nature  and  perfections, 
by  exalting  him  in  their  thoughts,  and  paying  him  that 
religious  and  fpiritual  homage,  which  they  knew,  or 
might  have  known,  was  due  to  him,  and  him  only: 

Nor 


HOTS. 

.  <  *  Sec  1  l»r[»c  quotation  in  Mr  Henry  \ ecu-  c.xk  to  be  JscnficeJ  to  Wefcxtefixs  at  J;if 
from  f  hi£  rd^coi^cnmifigs,  d<^tb,  though  he  condemned  by  rhi  A- 

ii  umrihip  he  paid  to  the  ignoble  rout  of  fAeeraaj  to  die  for  deriding  *  plurality  of 
jtfdjn  And  the  ftory  of  Socratft'i  onteriog  a  gods  u  '«U  kawra* 
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thankful,  bathe* 
eatnevara  in  their 
ijnigimtiua£,aufl 
their  footifh  beau 
darkened/ 


11  Ptoferfin  jij 
th:miclve$  to  )>e 
wik,  they  became 
fuoL; 


And  chan¬ 
ged  the  glory  of 
the  an  corruptible 
GgJ  into  jin  i- 
nmic  like 
to  corruptible 

irj^jind  to  biritj, 
kin\  four  footed 
and  Creep¬ 
ing  thing  i» 


14  Wherefore 
GoJ  aho  gave 
ih^jn  up  to  un- 
dcrjnnel*,  ilW 
tlie  lofU  of  their 
ovji  hearts,  to 
dlT- 
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Nor  were  they  thankful  to  him,  which  they  ought  to 
hdve  been*  for  the  light  he  had  vouch fafed  to  them,  and 
for  his  giving  them  life  and  breath ,  and  all good  things'} 
{J£U  xvii.  25,)  \  but  they  indulged  their  own  ground- 
lefs  and  pernicious  fancies,  and  became  exceeding  cor¬ 
rupt  in  their  perverfc  reafonings  (fr  JtxMrtww  avr«n) 
concerning  the  nature  of  God,  and  the  worfhip  due  to 
him  ;  and,  through  the  depravity  of  tbeir  wills  and  af¬ 
fection*,  their  incoiifKterate  and  infatuated  minds  were 
covered  with  the  thick.il  milts  of  ignorance  and  error. 

22  So  that,  while  they,  and  efpectally  their  Creek 
philosophers,  made  great  pretences  to  wifdom  and  learn* 
ing,  abort  the  reit  of  mankind,  and  particularly  abovo 
the  JeiDtj  whom  they  defpif^d ;  anci  while  they  were 
highly  conceited,  and  beaded  of  themfclvesas  the  on- 
ly  men  of  undemanding,  (w rx»nf  maui^M}  they,  by  all 
their  wifdom,  knew  not  God,  (1  Cor „  i.  2j.)  but  were 
really  ftupid  and  fenfclefs,  like  perfect  ideote, 

***)  in  things  pertaining  to  him  and  his  fervicr. 

23  And  whereas  God  is  the  perfect,  fpiiitiul,  and 

uncompounded,  immortal  and  invifibie  who 

dwells  in  light  which  no  man  can  approach,  and  whom 
no  man  hath  feent  or  can  JW^  (1  Tim*  vi.  ifi,)  they,  in 
the  chofen  blindncik  and  depravity  of  their  minds,  have 
debated  his  glory,  by  afezibing  deity  to  mutable,  pe¬ 
ri  filing,  and  contemptible  creature?,  and  reprefenting 
him  by  them,  a*  though  he  were  of  their  corporeal  ami 
corruptible  liktitefa :  ica,  fo  fottifh  were  their  vain 
re  atoning*,  and  fo  grots  their  idolatry,  that  they  have 
infamoufly  funk  his  dignity  and  glory  fo  low,  as  to 
imaging  that  thcic  was  divinity  in  the  very  meaneft 
parts  of  the  creation,  and  to  worfhip  God  under  the 
fhape  of,  not  only  mortal  men,  but  even  of  the  fowls 
of  the  air,  and  the  beads  that  walk  on  four  feer,  and 
of  fuch  animals  as  creep  on  their  bdlies  ;  as  if  he 
were  like  them  So  monftroufly  abfurd  were  they  iu 
their  wild  imaginations  about  the  only  true  God  1 

24  And  for  this  their  wilful  and  deieflable  impiety 
and  (hocking  idolatry,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
plain  .notices  he  had  given  of  himfelf,  God,  in  his 
righteous  judgment,  withdrew  bisabufed  light  and  re* 
(traincs,  left  them  to  themfdves,  aad  delivered  them  up 

to 


N  o 

-  The  apoftlc  here  roaidftrtly  refers  to  the 
ji!olair»  of  Icveral  heathen  iwijou*;  ammipj 
«hUi\re  are  told,  that  the  u/ur- 

JuTjipcd  and  th>t  the  E*r*£w  vvt+ 
flipped.  not  only  defied  men;  but  dnvetf 
and  vu  bus  khidi  iceliit  futb  Ajf* 

VuL.lii.  f 


T  E, 

r*fit  grifws,  and  aptt*  and  ertffia^  &?&** 
filch  a  ftrptkh  and  erfeodiuf.  VuL  Cf-ttr*  at 
Ml  far  rom.  W.  lib.  -:i.  p-  4t*>  =*nd 
Virgil.  E‘-n~  lib*  viii.  lift.  GpS,  m  Ntil,  ad  a~ 
fiim.  dtifh. 
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drlhnnoi^r  their 
own  inniftA  he- 
tuccwheinf  elves; 


35  Who  chan- 
prd  she  truth  of 
G  d  i:r»>  a  Me, 
and  Anrfhippcd 
and  ferved  the 
creature  more 
th+n  rhef  Creator* 

who  is  Mcflrd  for 
ever,  An.cp* 


%6  For  this 
ranfr  G«<1  gyve 
tht+i,  itpun  u  vile 
ailcflians :  Tor 
even 


to  the  vicious  inclinations  of  thetr  own  hearts,  (fee  the 
no  if  on  /sAtf  xii.  40.)  which  carried  them  into  the 
mofl  fhigivint  iinroonlfties,  even  unto  an  indulging  of 
the  moll  hrucifh  and  unnatural  lulls,  and  going  into 
the  moft  abominably  filthy  practices  of  the  amient  S&+ 
domitcti  whom  God  deftroyed  by  raining  fire  and  brim- 
ftonc  upon  them  from  heaven,  [Gen,  iix.  5,  24-)*  ar*^ 
as  they  had  fo  notorioufty  difhonoured  God,  he  fufler- 
ed  them,  in  this  manner,  to  bring  the  moil  frarrteiul 
indignity  on  their  own  bodies,  between  themfelves: 

25  Who  fet  up  filft  objeQsof  worfhip,  and  parted 
with  the  only  true  God  for  vain  idols  *,  which,  by  na¬ 
ture,  are  no  gods,  (GW.  iv,  ’S*)  and  have  nothing  of 
divinity  in  them,  {1  Cer  viii.  4.)  and  they  turned  the 
true  glory,  that  belongs  to  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  into 
lying  r^prefer.tarions  of  him,  as  if  he  were  corporeal  \ 
and  changed  the  right  notions  of  God,  which  he  has 
given  of  himfclf,  into  wrong  conceptions  of  him,  as 
alfo  the  rrue  worfrjp  of  God  into  the  moft  abfurd  and 
injurious  idolatry :  And,  in  this  way,  they  paid  their 
dtvoriom  and  obedience  to  mere  creatures,  fuch  as  the 
fun,  moon,  and  flars,  and  all  their  inferior  daemons, 
over  and  above  the  homage  which  they  proleffed  to  of¬ 
fer  to  him,  who  is  the  fnvereign  Lord  and  Maker  of  all 
things :  Yea,  they  regarded  their  falfe  gods  more  lhan 
him  j  and  fo,  in  rffed,  difowned  him,  who  is,  and  e-* 
ver  was,  and  will  be,  infinite fy,  neceflarily,  fupremely, 
and  unchangeably  blefled  and  glorious  in  himfelf,  and 
the  fountain  of  all  happinefs  to  others  ;  and,  as  fuch, 
is,  ought  to  be,  and  for  ever  fhall  be,  exdted,  reve¬ 
renced,  and  adored  by  true  believers  on  earth,  and  all 
the  faints  and  angels  in  heaven,  who  heartily  join  their 
amen*  and  that  with  the  greater  2e:d  and  fervour,  and 
delegation  of  the  wickcdnefs  of  the  idolatrous  world, 
as  thry  have  call  the  mofl  unworthy  contempt  upon  him, 

26^  27  For  this  reafon,  1  fay,  God  jufily  delivered 
them  up,  without  reftrainr,  to  the  chofen  way  of  their 
own  wicked  hearts,  and  to  the  ungovernable  workings  of 
fuch  fcandalous  lulls  and  paffions,  as  it  is  a  frame  to 

detente 


NOTE* 

*  I&U%  and  tikfairy  in  vorfhipping  Utrro,  jefl  of  the  apnftle’s  dsfcnnrfc,  U  the  St 
svt  ofsrn  fallal  :o  feriptore  -jf»nT  into  which  he  icll*  n*  they  chang'd  the/ntf* 

Pfif  xn  xi .6.  and  Jbhn.  ii,  B.  and  fa-feh^zd  c*U  ef  Gad  /  And  Hitur  the  create 

iUs,  7 tr.  xii».  *  j.  and  xv\  ip,  io,  .im]  xxiH,  rnsrt  ihatt  the  C* tutor  [tzar.*  ifra-cuta)  fi<*- 
*4-  and  thf  vti,  t*  And  the  makers  of  irlrrti  nifics  Eik  twite  (heir  paying  rrPjiuiiss  ht»ir>d*;e 
Bftri  enroni'a^fr  of  idolatry  *m  csllcd  teaefitn  to  their  idols  btfideu  snd  cotirary  to  ihe  O  c- 
af  Ha*  Jfsr&fi-  it,  iH.  becaufi' cvciy  idj  in  a  ator,  though  they  (III  not  ycntraily  proLi* 
fa  lie  or  m^kei  a  wion£rrprtfent*rion  of  to  diibwn.  itnd  not-  to  worfUip  ihc  fuprcnic 

tlw:  tru^  ti->d  ;  and  ev<ry  tcMrffr  pra£%ieA!f  God.  JL'hu.^  the  prepolttioi;  (r«»ir)  is  Hied 
declares  whit  is  uucriy  falfe  ronccrnmg  him.  f't.VMi,  w  rwrctbanj  Luke  ui*  i>  «id  for 

And  the  id  iliuy  gf  the  hciitKU  U  the  lUh-  arirur*  tat  At**  xyiii,  t  i. 


Ch.  t. 


The  Epijlle  to  tit  Ron  jins  pataplrifei,  .  3$$ 


mn  their  women 
diJ  change  ihe 
crural  ufe  into 
that  which  i*  a- 
■alofl  nature : 

17  Aod  like- 
uilcatfoihe  men, 
kjving  the  na¬ 
tural  uft  of  the 
Twmufl ,  burned 
m  their  luft  one 
toward  another, 
men  wi  h  nun 
working  that 
wYch  isunfeeoi- 

ly,  and  receiving 
intltcmJtlvcf  rhat 
rcc^m  pence  of 
their  error  which 
was  meet. 


a 8  And  even 
as  they  did  not 
iikrto  retain  God 
in  tfeir  know* 
ledjte,  God  gave 
them  over  to  a 
reprobate  miud, 
t"do  thole  thing* 
which  arc  not 
(jmcDicnt : 


Being  filled 
with 


deferibe  in  their  unnatural  impurity  and  infamy :  Fcf 
their  inordinate  d<r  fires  were  fo  monflrouily  inflamed) 
as  to  carry  even  the  modHter  fex  into  the  vileft  practi¬ 
ces}  as  they  aifo  did  men,  who  preferred  a  deteftible  ufc 
of  males,  to  the  natural  and  fober  u£e  of  the  females  j 
and  both  rhefe  fejes,  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  ddign  of 
the  God  of  nature*  in  the  firft  formation  of  their  re* 
fpe&ive  bodies*  and  contrary  to  all  in  di  rut  ions  and 
practices  that  are  decent  and  becoming  human  nature, 
and  fuited  to  the  regular  propagation  of  mankind,  wenr 
into  fuch  vicious  abufes  of  themfelves,  with  perform  of 
their  own  Tex,  as  arc  (hocking  to  think  or  fpcak  of,  and 
not  fit  to  be  named*  And,  by  this  worfe  than  brutal 
uncleanncfs,  they  dtbafed  ami  dugraded  themfdvcs  to 
the  Uft  degree;  which  the  great  and  glorious  God  per¬ 
mitted,  in  his  juft  indignation,  as  a  iuitahic  and  defer* 
Tcdpumlhment  *  for  their  wiliui  and  notorious  idolatry, 
whereby  they  had  run  away  from  him,  and  caft  the 
greateft  conttmpr  and  difgracr  upon  him  j  that  fo  they 
might  read  their  own  fhameful  tin  againft  him,  in  the 
foul  eft  reproach,  which  by  its  own  nature,  deferts,  and 
confluences,  it  brought  upon  themlUves- 

28  And  as  they  weie  fo  very  wicked,  as  to  have  no 
relifti  for,  or  inclination  to  fearch  after  God  ;  but  were 
averfe  in  their  wills  and  afrcAions  to  him,  and  did  not 
like  to  retain,  cultivate,  and  improve  their  notions  of 
him,  as  far  as  they  had  them  ;  he,  in  a  way  of  righte¬ 
ous  retribution  for  this  their  enmity  to  him,  and  to  the 
knowledge  and  reverence  of  their  excellencies,  he  de¬ 
livered  them  up,  like  perfons  disapproved  and  rafted 
by  him  f,  to  their  own  negligent,  and  undifeerning, 
hidifpofed  and  difaflefltd  mimi,  till,  under  its  darken¬ 
ing  and  malignant  influence,  they  committed  fuch  ini¬ 
quities  with  greedinefs,  as  are  not  only  difigreeable  to 
the  nature  of  man,  and  the  light  of  reafon  ;  but  molt 
injurious  and  di  (honourable  to  ihtmfelvcs,  and  detefta- 
ble  in  the  fight  of  the  pure  and  holy  God. 

29  They  were  exceeding  vile  indeed,  abounding  in 

all 


NOTES, 

*  Th|(  J<  catted  the  rttvmprrte  of  tkrfr  cr+  f  the  word  here  rendered 

rcrt  that  ha  of  (heir  infamous  idohiry  :  For  rrprt&tt+  fnmeiimts  figiufics  dtfctpprovtd  of 
«  chit  hti  is  fpokec  of  as  a  5tr  according  to  rejtdt£%  i  Cor  U-  it  ami  Hvb.  vi.  0.  and  at 
the  note  on  ver  n*  fo  it  is  kid  to  be  fuch  a  otJitrs,  ntwpi  or  of  juft  and  tUlcero- 
lie,  us  cetiftj  mtn  tv  frr,  (^jwj  ii  4-}f  and  log*  *  Trim.  iiL  S.  and  Tii*  L  if  1  have 
j flutters  are  (aid  to  Rvi  in  rrror%  (iPei*  ii*  green  iuth  an  account  of  it  in  this  vcrftf*  u 
tti.)  beemte  the/  arc  thereby  let  into  fuch  takes  in  both  theft  fenfes ;  ihcbft  of  which 
corrupt  notions  and  practices,  as  diftianotir  relates  to  the  evil  dilpofit-on  td  their  mi  m3  4 
Cod*  arid  cmy  thtm  off  . from  him  Into  the  and  hearts  Oodj  *nd  the  fdiir.er 

w..v  of  ail  iniquity  and  turn,  is  are  di-  to  his  di/pl^iU'crs  oa  that  account  igafrift 
re^ly  contrary  (o  firlt  principles  of  the  them, 
nature  lift! f.  Zi  * 


Ch  i. 
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with  til  nnr-p’v*  aj)  m  inner  of  iniquity  *  a  (» aloft  the  fecoml,  as  well  as 
tt.nwK'ts.i.irmrj-  the  fiift  table  of  the  moral  law  }  fuch  as  every  kind  of 
mrwurt-.tft, :na-  criminal  convemrum  between  men  an;l  women,  (lee 
licioai'ncf* ;  hsll  tljc  note  on  i  Cor.  v.  i.)  and  a  bafe  malignity  of  fpi- 
ArWo'1  X'reiV’  r'*»  {’•"f*1)  like  that  of  the  •wicked  me  {*■*•»'?*<)  as  the 
m  <;>»niry,  «LiP  devil  is  called,  (l  John  ii.  13  )  who  do:h.  imfchief  for 
pcn.-r«t  mife Kief’s  f a k  ■ ;  and  at)  eager  defire  after  more  of  this 

world  than  God  fees  fir  to  bettow  ;  as  alfo  an  inclina¬ 
tion  to,  and  doing  of  injuries  our  of  mere  malice  :  (»*- 
***)  They  litewjfe  abounded  in  a  repining,  grudging 
temper  at  the  profperity  of  others ;  in  wilfuily,  illegal¬ 
ly,  and  malicioufly  deftroying  men's  lives,  without  any 
juft'  caufe  5  in  ftrifes,  contentions,  and  quarrelling?  ■, 
in  fubtil  contrivances  to  over-reach  and  defraud  their 


30  E^rkhiters, 

tart1-  tt\  Cio-^f 
prrwd, 
h’Viikr*  ,  'isn  Ca¬ 
ter*  of  rvi{ 
thin  git, 

<tit  tO  l>4ttltt+S 


W^hmitTin- 
d::rlhu,  W112  i  Cft* 

VCftidt- 


ndghbour*,  and  to  impofe  upon  them  with  lies  and 
fdfehoods;  and  in  an  habitual  cuflom  (*j*-*v‘*)Qf  do¬ 
ing  evil  to  all  ^hnut  them  ;  and  they  were  facred  defa- 
mers  of  Others  by  fly  and  artful  methods,  and  chat  fome- 
times  under  pretences  of  fri^ndlhip  and  pity  roward  them, 

30  They  were  alfo  open  flunderers  of  others  behind 

their  b/cks,  or  while  they  were  not  prefent  to  vindicate 
themfJv*as  :  yea,  enemies  to  the  authority,  jullice,  and 
hulinefs  of  God,  and  of  his  law  and  government;  b?- 
caufe  they  Hand  in  direct  and  fevere  oppofition  to  all 
their  own  beloved  vices:  They  were  likewife  revileis  of 
mm,  and  outrageous,  mfolent,  and  vexatious, 

in  their  brh^viour  toward  them,  in  word  and  deed  : 
Thi-y  were  putTcd  up  with  a  high  conceit  of  their  own 
aitainments  and  enjoyments;  -vain  pretenders  to  more 
than  they  really  hart  ;  and,  nor  contented  with  common 
ways  of  finning,  they  contrived  new  furrs  of  wiekediv/f , 
and  wer^  as  indtrflricus  to  find  them  cut,  *nd  put  th^vt 
into  practice,  as  if,  by  digging  up  evil ,  (Prsv.  xvi,  27-} 
th;  y  wete  fearching  and  Kbouring  for  hid  treafure : 
They  alfo,  who  had  parents  living*  were  perverfe  and 
refractory,  difrefpeflful  and  unduriiul  to  them,  and 
paid  no  manner  of  regan)  to  their  authority,  or  to  th^ir 
wifeft  and  kuiddt  counfHs,  cautions,  and  commands. 

31  Amidfl  all  their  cunning  10  do  evil,  they  behaved 
like  perfons  void  of  common  fen  fir*  reafon,  and  con- 

fciencc, 


NOTE 

*  Filled  with  all  feemr  to  (ate  it  for  all  iV^wrjy,  or  wntrsticrj  iL-h:  d 

be  a  more  gmer at  ckpri-ffioTtof  their  eicocrd-  rifhL  a*  the  w ,  td  { 9 ’  properly 
_iufl  depravity,  in  the  follow'  anil  is  olttfn  rerakretf*  a*  pirdeMlariy  in  i. 

ing  inftanw,  many  of  which  rmtft  needs  ki i.  *7,  A&s  fiii*  %  j,  3.  Tm*  Sr*  iy,  ard 
Coincide  with  any  Particular  view  of  i!  ;  and  iii  d.  And  fo  li  tj: eludes  ill  rhs 

it  not  thar  iitredef  GcJ  U  otieof  thcmr  lift  of  Hot  a..*i 

I  IhAoM  cUnie  10  uhdvrttand  atl  othert,  whirh  arv  loM  l>y  tbean^ems 

we/r  .to  mean  finely  all  iarrmraKfr,  in  tlif-  ,vcry  prejcininam  ar  thar  t'nrein  b«atben 
lirWlKiH  frnm  nsjpdfoitfc  as  in  ver/itt,  B«r*  lionV,  and  particularly  ai  Jftwte,  Vid. 
cunJidcring  tlut  cKccption,  t  woukt  rathtr^  SjuiPfi 
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vcnuti  oh  miters , 
virh^nt  -  natural 
arc<(]ont  imp  la-* 
csfcfe,  UmutTcU 
bl: 


31  Who  fcnnw- 
ir.ij  r<i<r  judgment 

or  (^1,  (that 

TL-.CJf  uhkh  t'UDl* 

lach  things 

s.c  4-nrlhy  of 
dr»ith,]  not  only 
A- 1  tliL-  fume,  but 
hive  plcafhre  tn 
th-ni  1  hit  do 
cheat. 


fclence,  to  reftrain  and  conduit  them  in  rhings  pfrtnin* 
mg  to  religion  am!  morality,  and  to  their  own  bed  in^* 
trrcfUj  they  were  fo  perfidious,  that  no  piomifrs*  can* 
rraftt^  oaths,  or  engagements  to  God  or  man,  would 
hold  them,  when  rh.y  had  opportunity  10  break  them; 
They  had  defaced  even  the  common  fentiimiits  of  hu¬ 
manity  to  their  fcllow-crciuuies,  and  their  neanft  a- 
kin;  parents  thcmftlvcs,  work  than  brutes,  loft  all  na¬ 
tural  affection  and  concern  for  the  children  of  their  own 
bowels :  yea,  whatever  relations  of  life  they  flood  in, 
when  once  they  were  oiTcndid,  they  would  never  be 
reconciled  on  any  reafunib'e  terms;  and  they  had  no 
companion  for  the  mifcrablc,  nor  would  afford  theru 
any  relief,  but  delighted  in  cruelty  and  opprc(T;cn. 
What  horrible  enormities  are  tlicU,  which  fpread  a-, 
mong  the  heathens! 

32  And  that,  which  infxcufably  aggravates  all  this  r 
complicated  and  atrocious  wickedneTs,  is,  that  th-_y  muft 
nerds  be  convinced,  by  the  light  of  nature*  and  by  rhe 
doctrines  of  their  wifelt  men  and  phiiufophcts,  or  the 
juft  ordination,  law,  and  will  of  God,  agatnft  all  thefe 
deteftable  crimes,  and  that  they  have  lorne  forebodings 
in  tbeir  own  ccniciences  of  a  judgment  to  come,  when 
ir  will  he  found,  that  perform  guilty  of  fuch  tranfgrcf- 
fious  deferve,  and  muft  fuffer,  the  few  reft  punifliments 
for  them,  even  to  the  worft  of  death*:  And  yet  they 
arc  fuch  lovers  of  Gn,  as  not  only  to  go  r  lolutcly  into 
the  practice  of  theie  abominations  tliemfelves  bur  even 
to  encourage,  abet,  and  delight  in  thofr  that  dare  be 
vile  and  bold  enough  to  concur  with  fhcmfdvcs,  and 
keep  rhem  in  countenance  by  commifting  the  fame. 
Surely  all  this  is  abundantly  lufficietu  to  prove,  that  the 
Gcntiks*  perfons  of  fuch  hideous  charaiietp,  can  never 
be  juft: fled  by  any  works  ot  their  own;  but  that  they 
absolutely  need  a  Saviour,  by  faith  hi  whom  alone  any* 
of  them  can  obtain  this  benefit. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  a  £rvat  and  fuitable  Saviour  is  our  Lord  Jefns  Chrift  !  He  is  the  of 
God,  according  to  his  divine  nature,  tkmoidtrauJ  to  he  fo  by  hi*  rvfum ftion 
from  the  dead  /  and  U  a  Jtfcecdtut  of  David  >  accondbiK  to  bis  human  nature. 
All  the  blcflinfft  of  grace  and  peace  proertd  from  him,  and  are  t*  bealked  uf  1dm, 
together  with  the  Father,  How  excellent  is  the  golpel*  lhai  allures  ns  of  tbk  i 
It  is  no  human  or  novel  invention.;  but  is  the  contrivance  of  God,  and  u-as  hint¬ 
ed  :iud  predified  by  the  infpired  prophets  of  the  Old  Tcftaim-nt,  Chrift  hhntVIf 
i*  the  immediate  author  rfnd  fubjc£t  of  it ;  its  great  dcirirn  is  to  bring  perfons  of  all 
ration#  to  a  believing  and  ol>edicutiat  fuhjeflion  tn  hifti;  hh  rhrhteouincfr  is  there¬ 
in  revealed  to  laitii:  and  it  ia  the  power  of  God  to  the  Jafration  of  all  Ions  of  fui* 
nets  that  believe  in  him.  What  an  honour  Is  it  to  be  the  fervants  of  Jufus  Cbrift* 
ea  led  by  his  yrace  into  the  mttjiilry  of  thie  £ofp?l  !  'I ’hey  arc  undvt-  indiipen* 
bh!e  obJi^aticns  to  preach  it:  and  they  need  uol  be  allsantcd  of  it,  whatever  op* 

pofoivu 
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portion  and  contempt  they  may  meet  with  from  men  on  it*  account  And*  O 
what  an  exceeding  plea fare  is  it  to  them  that  arc  Erithfal  in  their  Lord*s  wort* 
to  ht^r  of  the  happy  fruits  of  the  jrofpd,  though  it  be  upon  utter  ft  rangers  to 
tliemfclves  !  They  heartily  blefs  God,  acd  frequently  pray  for  them,  and  even 
by  the  wih  of  God,  to  fee  ami  converfe  with  them,  that  they  may  com¬ 
municate  fome  farther  benefit  to  them  for  their  edification  and  eftabbihraent,  and 
may  eovnpEtre  fpiptual  experiences  for  their  mutual  con  fort  j  and  they  can  hum¬ 
bly  appeal  to  God  for  the  fincerity  of  tbeir  profeflfans  of  love  to  all  the  faints  that 
tore  beloved  of  hat  an  undeniable  demOnftratlon  has  God  given  us  of  his 

being  ar.d  perfections  in  the  works  of  creation  !  With  what  exalted  though:* 
fhoultl  we  adore  the  great  Creator,  who  is  in  himfelf  completely  and  unchange* 
ably  bleffed  for  ever’  And  how  inejccu fable  are  they*  that  ftiflt  the  notion*  he  has 
given  them  of  himself  !  But  with  whar  hideous,  bumbling*  and  affe£tfng  defor¬ 
mity,  doth  the  corruption  oFliumim  nature  appear*  as  exemplified  in  the  hea¬ 
thens  J  How  vain  ^nd  wicked  arc  mankind  in  their  imaginations ;  and  what  un* 
godlinefe  and  unnghtcrti’forfs  are  they  funk  into,  in  defiance  of  a!]  the  light  of 
reaion  and  ccnfcievce.  which  they  wickedly  fmo'bcr  ami  fapprefs  I  They  do  not 
like  to  retain  God  in  their  thoughts;  they  are  not  thankful  to  him  for  his  bene¬ 
fits,  nor  will  glorify  him  as  God  ;  but  fee  up  Idols  of  their  own*  as  competitors 
with  him  :  I  hey  entertain  grofs  conceptions  of  him,  and  make  the  rooft  unwor* 
thy  and  debaling  reprefentn Tion$  of  him  :  They  afiTedt  to  dishonour  him  in  idola¬ 
trous  ways  of  worfiiip  by  images*  and  pay  the  religious  homage  to  creature* 
which  is  only  due  to  the  Creator:  And  being  left  to  themfelves,  there  j*  no  ini* 
quity  fo  abominable,  ftocldng,  and  unnatural,  but  they  greedily  run  into  it,  and 
take  pleasure  in  feeing,  and  making  others  as  vile  as  themfelves,  though  their  own 
con  faiences,  did  they  duly  refleft,  could  not  but  tell  them,  that  they  which  do 
fueh  things  rj'e  worthy  of  death*  How  juft  is  it  in  God  to  leave  ftupid  and  wil¬ 
ful  lingers  to  the  wav  of  their  own  hearts,  and  to  jnllift  the  feverell  pumfhment 
upon  them  for  all  their  iniquities.  The  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  a* 
gainft  th^m,  in  the  cfeareft  declarations  of  his  word,  in  the  awful  judgments  of 
bis  providence,  and  in  thc  diAates  of  their  own  confdcncefr;  And  though  they 
profcu  to  be  wife  in  natural  things,  and  arc  too  cunning  in  their  way*  of  finning 
sjgaifift  God  j  yut  they  really  arc,  and  will  one  d.iy  be  found  to  be  the  greateft  of 
fli  fools,  how  impoffible  is  if,  that  fuch  abominable  creatures  fhouid  tverbe 
fiived  by  any  right  con  facts  of  their  own  I  And  how  concerned  fhouM  we  be,  un¬ 
der  all  our  feu  fa  of  guilt  and  danger,  to  place  our  entire  dependence  on  the  righ- 
tcwlnef?  of  C  hr  i  ft  re  veiled  in  the  goipd,  that  wc  may  be  among  the  juft  who 
live  by  faith  ! 


CHAP.  II. 

The  apofiU  proves  v  in  general ,  that  the  Jews  were  as  incapable  of  being 
jujiificd  bj  the  law  of  Mofes,  as  the  Gentiles  were  by  the  law  of  tia- 
tare*  : 16.  And  gives  a  particular  account  of  the Jins  of  the  Jews, 

'  which  confuted  all  their  vain  confidences  in  their  external  privileges % 
as  if  ihifd  could  recommend  them  to  Gods  acceptance t  17,-29. 

Tm,  Paraphrase, 

the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  a- 
tic,  ^  gainjl  all  vngfollincfs  and  unrightcoufncfs  of  mtny  of 
vrhrt  nation  foever  they  be,  { chap -  L  18,)  and  finee  the 
fias  of  the  GenilleSf  againft  rhetr  fmall  remains  of 
fight,  leave  them  incxcufable,  and  incapable  of  being 
Juliifitd  by  the  law  of  nature:  certainly  then  ye* 


cb. 

blc,  0  man,  who- 
fn-.'C-  rhou  arr, 
th;:  judged  :  f  jt 
»  hi  rein  thou 
judged  ano>  her 
thou  condemned 
thyflf;  fontion 
ihj;  judged  t\ oft 
the  umt  things, 


*  But  we  are 
furiMhiiihe  judg¬ 
ment  of  God 
is  according  to 
mttlsagdnflfhtm 
which 
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Jew  *y  who  arc  extremely  ready  u-  fall  in  with  all  that 
has*  been  faid  of  ihe  Gentiles  *  and  to  paf*  the  teveicft  jurtg*. 
ment  a^ainft  them*  muit  give  an  account  of  yosi'lelves  to* 
God,  and  are  liable  to  his  wrath  as  well  as  they*  You'* 
O  man*  whoever  you  are,  or  whatever  your  pretences 
be,  ar«,  at  leaft,  as  much  inexcufabir,  and  incapable 
of  obraining*  life  by  any  law  of  works,  as  the  Gentiles 
themfrlves :  For  yout  magnifying  tlieir  crimes,  and 
cenfuring  their  periods,  as  molt  vile  abandoned  wretch, 
es,  that  deferve  nothing  but  wrath  and  vtngeajjce,  is, 
in  efleck,  though  not  intentionally,  a  giving  judgment 
again  ft  yuurfelf,  to  your  own  condemnation,  as  one  who 
is  in  the  very  fame  obnoxious  circumftances:  For  you, 
who  fcttip  fora  judge  of  them,  and  arc  fo  tmnnn.ifoliy 
fever e  in  your  prejudices  and  conclufious  againft  them, 
are  guilty  of  many  of  the  fame,  or  worfe  enormities, 
and  that  in  defiance  of  much  greater  light,  and  with 
the  high  aggravation  ol  a  haughty,  ralh,  and  cenfori- 
ous  fpirit,  in  the  judgment  you  pafs  upon. them. 

2  But  how  harfh  and  rigid  foever  you  may  be  in 
your  fentence  upon  others,  and  how  partial  and  favour¬ 
able  fotver  to  yourfrlf,  we,  who  arc  acquainted  with 
the  word  of  God,  and  know  any  thing  of  his  nature 
and  perfections,  as  infinitely  holy,  wife,  and  good,  are 
very  furc  that  the  declarations  he  has  made,  by  his 
word  and  works,  of  his  foreboding  tefontmeuts  againit 
linncrs,  arc  highly  equitable,  and  may  be  depended  u* 
pon  as  the  greareil  re  ility  $  ami  we  are  equally  allured, 
that  the  feutence  he  will  pafs,  and  the  judgment  he  wilt 
execute  upon  them,  at  the  laftday,  will  be  umkmably 

tight 

T  Jt. 

like  rhings  themfclvHL  Jr  therefore  fee  m* 
evident,  that  he  tare  turn*  his  diU'o  (trie  front 
the  Gentiiei  ti>  them.  ufu>,  a*  cording  to  'j** 
fipbui'*  own  acC'-mu,  in  tcvcral  parrs.  of  Jti* 
h  tilery  of  the  wjr$  Jfii'j,  were  at  this 

time  exceeded  fiy  no  nation  in  mkpky  ;  tu:t 

were  far  more  nicked  than  t*'.e  men  of  iWu^s 


N  O 

*  have  thought  that  the  apoftLe  here 
ruttUmics  ro  fpe.sk  of  die  G&itiiet,  amt  p:*r- 
rWUrtyof  their  phxhfophtrti  who.  declaimed 
and  ccnfurcd  the  vices  of  others 
whiEe  rhey  dicmfclvct  are  g-iiby  of  the  fame; 
«r  of  their  migijltatitt  who  judged  2nd  po* 
nlfkcj  others  for  fanhs  which  were  aichsn^t- 
aMe  on  thcmfclycSi  Others  fuppofe,  that  he 
mof  c  generally  argues  again  ft  all  of 

whjt  Smarter  focvwv  that  are  apt  to  be  fe¬ 
ver?  in  condemning  others  ft*  their  Jins  and 
to  overlook  the  lame,  or  as  bad  in  them  ft  Ives* 
Hat,  'hoogh  the  laft  of  theft  ftnfci  may  be 
very  well  inducted  in  the  apoftlfc**  defign,  I 
h?r  think,  that  he  rtirertJy  intended  the 
Tews  ;  Var  couftuutrt"  ht*  difenurft  all  along 
io  ilit  fame  periods,  ne  vapwikly  mention* 
iheEi  a;  the  immediate  ohjert  of  nU  addreft, 
rj.  ij1  and  proccciis  from  thenceforward  *to 
frak  to  their  iii  the  fallowing  verfts,  under 

chirjftdr*  which  amount  r<>,  atri  tiepin n  his 

nteanir.g  in.  wha:  he  here  (ays  aktt  iheir 
\tbtnt  and  st  the  JiDitrtincc  doing  the 


that  were  confuted  by  ti»e  from  hvaven 
Forthtv  prartifed  and  encouraged  uwiator;il 
impurities,  and  onntted  no  kind  of  vkktd- 
nerS  that  ever  was  in  the  memory  ol  mu:* 
And  thcapoltlc’s  addrt  fling  itum  ki  this  ai-d 
the  third  v’erfc,  ontlcr  the  appellation  cf 
Oman!  without  particularlpecifying  wh^t  m^n 
ho  means  might  be  to  introduce  lli>  delimit 
Ju  (lie  moil  inorfcnJive  msno^r  that  n>igl  i  he; 
as  ailb  to  r?mmd  tlrtm  (hai  they  werc^of  *he 
(ame  common  depraved  human  nature  «hih 
the  Of'ti&t  t  hemic) vrs  ;  and*o  put  (hem  up¬ 
on  civifmen-ig  the  forx  of  thib general  »ru^fc, 
with  4  pjr:ifiuhr  application  tn  ihenuclvea;  as 
nskiiul  ci-tiitur^.  and  a>  uiiijetls  of  rr-oraj 
go^mmens  were  ictjuiu able  lo  Gi>d, 


JfSo 

ilum  which  cnm- 
i/iit  inch  things.* 


$  Ami  think- 
tft  thou  ibis*  O 
min,  ihr  jij  ' 
them  \nVtch  i!o 
fuch  Ih  nft*  '-ind 
dolhhi/hm  c  that 
thou  lhalt  dCJpe 
the  ikki^fr.ciit  or 

Cad? 


4  Or 

fhon  inc  d-hrs  of 
Ms  po^dr^fs*  and 
fn  hr  -cj  :  ;=  ,  .:ii-l 
]ot^  ^  fuflWinjj  j 
uo4  tpovtinv  t:j*t 
the  of 

Oid  k  wit-th  f  lice 
tv  r£p&u;;ujcc? 


V  Ent^frihy 

haoireu  and  in:- 
penitent  he  nr  * 

Ui:.:- 
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right  and  ju if,  not  according  fo  outward  appearances 
oniy,  but  arcimiing  to  the  true  (late  of  things,  and  ac- 
Coi  ti:t»g  to  denial  rule  ft  of  righteoufnefs  and  the  rmh 
of  hi*  word,  Agiiutl  ;dt  *IioiV,  without  refpeot  of  perfons, 
of  one  nation  more  than  another,  that  have  been  wor¬ 
kers  of  fueh  iniquities  as  are 'contrary  to  any  law  of 
his,  which  he  has  made  known  to  them* 

3  And  can  any  cue  among  you*  who  is  a  man  en¬ 
dued  with  re.afoit  and  under  ft  an  ding,  entirely  depen¬ 
dent  upon  God,  and  accountable  to  him  for  all  your 
thoughts,  words,  and  deeds*  Can  any  of  you,  I  fay, 
go  into  fo  vain,  irrational,  and  injurious  an  i magma- 
riun,  as  that  you,  who  are  fo  halty  and  dogmatical  in 
arraigning  and  condemning  others,  at  the  bar  ol  your 
weak  and  fallible  judgment,  for  crimes,  which  at  rhtf 
fame  time  you  yoin  foil  are  guilty  of,  fhall  be  exempted 
from,  or  avoid  a  fcntenee  and  execution  of  God’s  ter¬ 
rible  wrath,  when  yon  (hall  he  fummoned  to  appear  at 
his  awful  and  impartial  tribunal  r  There  can  be  no  man¬ 
ner  of  ground  for  fitch  a  iotid  expectation  a$  this* 

4  Or  aic  you  fo  fordily  ungrateful,  as  to  flight,  abufe, 
and  pervert,  not  only  the  common  bounties  of  his  pro¬ 
vidence }  but  the  more  excellent  and  abundant  privi¬ 
leges  and  b'cflings  of  a  religious  nature,  which  in  his 
free  favour  he  has  bellowed  upon  you,  above  the  Gtn+ 
tiUs  ?  And  do  you  take  occasion  to  go  mro  your  tref- 
pafles,  and  to  itifult  and  defpife  the  reft  of  the  world, 
becaufc  judgment  is  not  fpeedily  executed  upon  you, 
{Ecckf*  viii*  i  k)  but  God  mercifully  bears  with  you,  and 
cxercifes  long  continued  patience,  in  deferring  to  pii- 
ni Hi  you  for  your  great  and  numerous  provocations?  Or 
arc  you  fo  ftuptd,  as  not  to  apprehend,  confider,  and 
rrfkft  upon,  the  obligations  and  imiearments  of  his 
multiplied  favours,  and  their  tendency  and  ddign  to 
overcome  your  obfiinacy,  and  to  m-lt  your  heart  into 
ilie  nrcoft  ingenuous  contrition  and  forrow  for  your  fins, 
with  an  utter  abhorrence  of  them,  and  full  purpofe,  by 
divine  grace,  to  turn  from  them  to  chat  God,  whofe 
goodntfs  encourages  hopes  oftkilirigs,  through  Jefus 
Cnrift,  to  crernal  life  ?  This  is  fuch  an  aggravation  of 
fin,  as  ixct‘6cfo  all  ih.it  the  heathen  are  capable  of,  who 
never  wtrie  indulged  with  your  lighr  and  privilege 
And  ver  you  cannot  clear  ynurlelf  of  this  heinous  cb  age* 

q  Viih  J.)  according  to  the  wilful! v  contracted, 
as  well  ns  iiarnrn]  fluhbormie  ft  and  infenflbUity  of  your 
pervdft  htf.tr*,  which  is  confirmed  therein,  by  a  long 
tuatim  of  filming  i  and  according  to  irs  unyielding  and 
ynivierumg  temper,  which  perfifts  in  iniquity,  and  op- 


Ch.  h. 

Vifisieft  op  no- 

tO  IjiV&ir  WNtK 
igjiiift  I  he  day 
ci  tvr4thp  and  re* 
vrhrion  of  the 
ri^neciaf  judg- 
of  Cod  ; 
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pofes  the*  fjoTpel  way  of  deliverance  from  it,  you  arc 
heaping  up  a  huge  (cock  of  wrath,  and  daily  provoking 
Gbd  more  and  more  to  mfitft  it:  And  this  you  do  with 
as  much  diligence  and  cagemtfs,  as  tf  you  were  gather* 
ing  together  a- valuable  treafure  ;  and  by  perfifting  in 
your  unbelief  and  other  fins,  you  are  perpetually  adding 
fuel  to  feed  and  increafe  the  dreadful  flames  of  divine 


f  Who  will 
ItcdCT  to  every 
.Tccordio^to 
JtcUi ; 


7  To  them, 
^oT  by  patient 

cumiiiij-tACc  in 
well* 


vengeance,  which  at  prefen t,  like  a  treafure,  is  in  great 
mcafnre  hid  with  God,  hut  is  fecretly  preparing  and  re¬ 
ferred  in  his  breafi,  agairdt  the  great  and  terrible  day  of 
judgment,  when  he  will  pour  out  full  viab  of  unniixt 
wrath  upon  impenitent  and  unbelieving  finners:  And 
to  fhew  that  his  refcntmrnr  is  not  tike  the  wrath  of  man, 
pailionate,  arbitrary,  and  caufelefs,  he  vsitl  bring  to 
light  the  hidden  things  of  darknefst  (i  Cor*  iv.  5.)  and 
will  mike  the  equity  and  juftice  of  alhhts  proceedings 
therein  fo  uncxceptlonably  evident,  that  every  one’s  own 
confcience,  and  the  whole  world  of  angels  and  men, 
'(hall  be  forced  to  own  ir  to  be  the  righteous  judgment 
of  God. 

6  Who  will  di (tribute  rewards  and  punifhments,  with 
the  utmeft  impartiality,  to  every  individual  of  man¬ 
kind,  of  what  nation  or  proftflion  foever  he  be,  nor  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  infallible  and  mi flakenyCen furious  or  felf* 
(burning  judgment  of  men  *;  but  according,  and  in 
proportion  to  the  good,  or  evil  nature  and  degree  of 
each  one’s  works,  as  they  really  are  in  ihemfelvcs,  and 
in  the  divine  account,  and  (hull  wititef*  f;*r,  or 
Mm,  as  one  who  is,  or  is  not,  accepted  of  God  in 
Chrift,  through  faith  in  him. 

y  As  to  thofe  who  by  a  patient  ptrfcvering  exercife 
of  an  effectual  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  f,  and  practice 

of 


NOTES* 


*  J hn&nxg  dcwr&vg  h  Hi  deeds  relies  to 
tlic  ofrfurqudiry,  and  prapcrlhtUtf  his  deeds; 
ar.d  to  h  a  (UjHiption  of  the  rah  of  God's 
pTi-«v<]ifi.g5  in  judgment,  znd  of  the  pa  fom 

tali  ficctve  its  diflticnt  awdii  I'w 
though  it  t*  inis*  tint  impenitent  unbelievers 
Itull  be  fort  as  well  as  <hvW* 

to  their  word*,  and  the  I’criptune  often 
jp  of  th dr  fins  a?  the  it. fsrvtvg  eaufe  of 
ti'tir  puniikmtnt;  ytf  i;  never  Ules  fudi  Ian- 
uiib  refpeft  to  the  rewards  of  the  rigl*- 
unis;  jiid  (he  word  here  uted, 

:hlivirih£  nr  giving  in  a  way  of  fc* 
7'ti/r,  as  well  as  la  :t  way  of  defcrL  (StC 
Jll-ftfi.  jcxvii.  56  Lake  is,  41-  and  &  T?w. 
iv  b*)  H^rvtr,  a^  the  reward  of  grace  is 
f&Lr^ed  in  julittx-,  on  account  of  wlu;  Chvilt 
h  i*  Cr>ne  a::d  tiilfercd,  God  briny  sad 
i & pjkf.tr  tf  bim  vh*  Hihvn  U  Jtfctj  (ch^p. 


iiit  ii)  fo  the  final  retribution  to  the  tigh* 

teens  as  well  o>  to  the  wlckci,  will  lie  a  re* 
vefaiiv*  *f  the  Tighten  *f  Gid;  *bo- 

c*iifc  ir  wilt  be  managed  tit  an  easily  impar¬ 
tial  mamur,  with  regard  to  Jtws  and  (Jen.* 
tihi  a;  the  UN  day,  dccordjng  a*  it  ItaU  ap¬ 
pear  by  tlicif  deeds,  that  (mcoroilitr  of  ihete 
chaneicra  belongs  in  them  *  and  will  proceed 
on  tfie  ground  of  Lhitjfs  n^hiec^fiefi  inward 
the  believer,  af  ueU  a  e-n  rto  ground  of  f*r- 
fr/Diii  4*  merit  toivard^  otlicrj;, 

f  What  i$  here  rendered  itrc}hdohj£t  pro. 
pcily  Ogn:fies  s  iworl,  tn  the  hnguJae 
number,  a tyafa)  and  U  oppeded  to  nai 

oii’vr;,-  truth %  m  rlu:  folio vcrJe,  which 
1  tahi-  la  \>?  ir->^nt  of  pot  tuhmittiny;  to  God  i 
ar.thori:y  \n  the  ^JpcIT  u-n^cli  UemphaJoU 
ly  cailrd  /->:  i  the  iwW  cf  truths  anil  the 
Jrj;:.'  ,**S  *j/S?  t\  (;  lu  r>7-  L  ,3* 
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t  , 

well -cluing,  feck  of  every  good  wo:  k,  as  its  fruit  and  evidence)  and  that 
aou^uidiaimor*  ®it*'0Bt  fainting  under  difeoutagements,  or  fretting  at 
taliiy  ;  eternal  God’s  gracious  dealings  with  the  G tattles }  and  who 
life:  (hall,  in  God's  way  and  method  of  faivation,  earneftly- 

feek  after  that  glory  and  honour  which  come  from  him 
only)  and  which  (hall  beperf«*£l-din  the  (late  of  life  and 
immortality*  that  thrift  bat  brought  to  light  by 

the  go/pelt  when  the  body  itfeif  lhall  be  railed  incorrup¬ 
tible  and  immortal)  (l  Cor.  xv.  53)  34*)  As  to  thofe,  1 
fay,  who  have  fuch  an  high  efteem  of  this  heavenly 
bieflednd's,  and  are  fo  delirous  of  it,  in  preference  to  all 
things  clfe,  as  neither  to  be  frtisfied  without  it,  nor.  ne¬ 
glect  the  appointed  means  of  obtaining  it,  God,  in  the 
riches  of  his  grace,  will  confer  upon  them  the  reward 
of  eternal  lifj,  in  full  confidence  with  his  juftice,  on 
account  of  that  righreoufnefs  which  is  revealed  to  faith 
in  the  gofpel.  {Chap.  i.  17.) 

9  But  as  to  thofe  that,  like  the  generality  of  the 
HonV^nd^"  not  arc  of  a  litigious  fpirit,  quarrelling  with  God  :«td 

obey  the  truth,  his  glorious  difpenfation  of  grace  towards  the  Gentiles* 
but  obty  unrigh-  or  wjth  any  0£  t|ip  important  do&rines  of  Ctirift,  and 
Bviun  *iui  wr*-h;  with  his  fcrvants  for  numltnng  it  to  them  ;  and  that  do 
0  Tribulation  not  the  tnfe  Ives  cheerfully  fuhmit  to  his  authority,  anil 
«ve  *  twa!  *ofma»  Pay  obedience  to  his 'command,  in  cordially  receiving 
thatdoth  nil,  or  the  truth  of  the  gofprl  by  faith  ;  but  on  the  contrary 
ihr  Jen- firfl.  and  yield  themfclves  up,  as  willing  fervants,  to  unbelief  and 
of  the  Ctu*  ajj  iniquity^  and  go  into  uncharitable  cen Cures  of  others  j 
God  in  his  righteous  judgment,  will  inflict  the  trem  :i- 
d-jus  effects  of  his  utmoft  detefiation  and  vindictive  juf¬ 
tice  upon  them,  which  will  bring  tnfupporublc  terrors 
and  agonizing  formenrs  into  the  very  lou]  of  all  thofe 
that  Hi  all  then  be  found  to  have  been  impenitent  and 
unbelieving  tranfgreflbrs,  (2  Thef.  i.  7,  8,  9  )  ;  which 
vengeance  dial!  be  executes  fiift.  of  all  upon  the  Jivjsy 
whofe  advantages  have  been  itrtraHl,  even  upon  thofe 
I/raelites  to  whom  pertained  the  adoption ,  &c.  {chap . 
ix.  4.)  and  to  whom  the  full  pr'>oofal  of  the  gofpel  was 
made,  but  by  whom  it  was  ohftinaiely  leful'ed,  ( deli 
xiii.  46.)  1  and  then  upon  the  Gentikst  who,  reje&ing 
Clirili  and  the  gofpel,  (hall  no  more  efcape  than  the 
Jewtt  though  one  and  the  other  fhail  be  punilhed  in  a 
juft  proportion  to  their  crimes,  according  ro  the  light 
and  advantages,  be  they  more  or  kfs,  which  they  fin 
again  (l, 

10  But 


N  O  T .  E.  ' 

ind  Cch  i.  y,)  arid  Therefore  fmth  in  f ike  of  Chrift,  who  if  beiicrdon,  th*i  crer* 

fcems  to  he  at  leaft  included,  ifnotprinci*  nallifeisbeftjwid  upon  airy*  See  the  note 
pally  indented,  in  (hUu  v/Z-daqg';  though  it  on  chip,  i*  and  Dr*  Wbtsbf*  note* 
ii  not  for  the  Hike  of  ihjt,  or  of  any  ^dud  thtfe  ver£e*> 
vorfcs  which  ir  produce^  but  Qidy  for  rife 


Qu  tl 

10  But  g\arjr 
fcoMiir,  and  puce 
in  iwy  man  chit 
workrth  good,  U) 

the  Jcif  fiWl,  and 
alib  to  iitc  Ccn- 
tilt 


it  For  therein 
fta  r?1pctt  of 
ptilbiu  with  God. 


■a  For  at  nia* 

air  3s  have  finned 

without  U*  fliatl 
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as  have 
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ihatl  be  judged 
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10  But,  on  the  contrary,  I  fay  again,  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  Gentile ,  as  well  as  of  the  Jevt,  that 
God  will  gracioully  bellow  immortal  glory  and  honour,' 
attended  with  the  Tweeted  harmony  and  delight,  to  their 
utmoft  perfection  in  heaven,  upon  every  one  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race,  who  (hall  be  found  to  have  been  a  Gncere  be- 
.  lierer,  and  a  worker  of  that  which  is  truly  good,  upon 
gofpel  principles,  and  to  gofpel  ends  ;  *hich  hldTednefi 
God  will  aduredly  confer  on  the  believing  Jews,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  former  piomifcs,  and  his  gracious  defign  in 
full  fending  the  gofpel  to  them  ;  and  bkewife  on  all 
thofe  Gentiles,  that  are,  or  (hall  be  converted  to  the  faith 
of  Ohrid,  and  fo  become  Abraham* s  feea  and  heirs  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  promife ,  {PaL  iii.  29.)  notwithflanding 
their  having,  for  fo  many  ages  before,  been  /rangers 
from  the  covenants  of  promi/e,  having  no  hope,  and  be¬ 
ing  without  .God  in  the  world.  ( Eph .  ii,  12.) 

it  For  in  palling  the  final  lenience,  and  diftributing 
rewards  and  puniiliments,  at  the  great  day  of  account, 
God  will  make  no  partial  dUHnflions  of  perfons,  either 
in  their  favour,  or  to  their  difadvantage,  of  whatever  na¬ 
tion  or  parentage  they  be,  on  account  of  their  outward 
condition,  privileges,  profdfions,  or  pretences,  on  one 
hand;  or  of  their  former  ignorance  and  wickednefs,  on 
the  other :  But  he  will  proceed  exactly  according  to  his 
own  unerring  knowledge  of  them,  and  the  plain  evi¬ 
dences  that  (hall  appear  for,  or  againft  them,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  righteous  rule  of  judgment  concerning 
them  ;  yen,  he  will  deal  impartially  with  all  mankind, 
whatever  their  ciicumftances  be. 

1 2  As  to  the  poor  ignorant  heathens ,  though,  in 
their  prefent  (late  of  darknefs  and  idolatry  they  are  out 
of  the  way  of  fal ration,  yet  their  condemnation  will  be 
lefs  than  that  of  the  Jews,  who  Ihall  finally  perfilt  in 
unbelief  For  as  many  of  them  as  have  finned,  with¬ 
out  the  clear  inftru£lion$,  commands,  and  prohibitions 
of  the  law,  publUhed  at  mount  Sinai,  (hall  be  punifhed 
only  in  proportion  to  tbeir  difadvantageous  circum fian¬ 
ces,  and  their  non-improvement  of  fuch  light  as  they 
had,  and  not  with  an  extremity  equal  to  the  aggrava¬ 
tions  that  attend  the  0 ‘Fences  of  thofe,  who  hare  violated 
the  revealed  taw.  And  as  to  the  Jews,  who  have 
lived  under,  aud  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  plainer  light,  de¬ 
mands  and  tbreatningti  of  the  law  of  Aicfes ,  which  was 
fo  awfully  and  publicly  made  known  to  them ;  every 
one  of  thefr,  who  has  tnnifgicfied  it,  and  rejefts  the 
only  Saviour,  fhall  be  mere  ftverely  dealt  with  in  judg¬ 
ment  anfwerable  to  thr  higher  aggravations  of  his  fins* 
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1 y  (For  not 
the  hearers  of 
the  law  <tre  juft 
U-fort  God*  but 
the  doer*  of  the 
Ijv  ftuli  be  jufti- 
JittL 


14  For  when 
the  Gentiles  t 
w'licli  have  nut 
the  Id wf  do  by  na¬ 
ture  the  things 
tontdiiiL'd  in  lhe 
Jaw,  tMe  having 
not  rhf  law,  are  a 
Jaw  unto  thejn- 
ielvca : 


if  Which  ftew 
the  work  of  ths 
written  in 
their  hearts,  tu*\r 
con* 


and  according  to  the  heaviefl  curfe  of  this  holy  lav. 

13  For  how  much  foever  the  Jews  boa  ft  of  their  law, 
and  vainly  imagine  them  fe  Ives  to  be  fafe  for  heaven,  bo 
caufe  they  are  acquainted  with  the  letter  of  ic;  yet 
they  will  find,  when  they  come  to  be  judged  by  ir,  that 
it  is  not  they  who  merely  read,  ftudy,  and  hear  ir,  that 
are  righteous  in  God*s  account  j  but,  according  to  the 
renor  of  that  very  Jaw  irfelf  *,  it  is  only  thofc  who  com c 
up  to  its  high  demands,  in  perfect  ooedi;  nee  to  all  its 
precepts,  that,  by  virtue  of  its  fentenct,  Hull  be  ac¬ 
quitted  from  condemnation,  amt  be  intitled  and  adjud¬ 
ged  to  eternal  life :  Even  as  Mofes  dtfertbes  the  right  e^uf 
nefs  cf  the  law,  that  the  man  which  doth  tho/e  things 
Jiatl  live  by  them,  {chap.  x.  y  ) :  but  it  is  written,  Cf/r- 
fed  is  every  one  that  continues  not  in  all  things  which 
are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them,  {GaU  Hi, 
10,)  And  therefore  the  finning  Jews  need  a  better 
nghteoufnefs  than  their  own  to  jollify  them  in  Cod’s 
fight,  as  much  as  t\\cc  Gentiles  thcmfelves,  and  will  he 
undoubtedly  condemned  without  it*  by  the  terms  of 
their  own  law,  as  the  Gentiles  alfo  will  be  by  the 
terms  of  theirs, 

is\  For  when  any  of  the  Gentiles,  who  are  deftiru*e 
of  a  fupeniattiral  revelation,  and  fo  have  not  the  writ¬ 
ten  law,  do  nevcrchelefs,  by  the  "settles  of  natural 
lighr,  perform  fome  duties,  which,  for  the  fubftanceof 
them,  are  comprehended  in  the  moral  law,  that  was  de¬ 
livered  by  Mofes  t  Thefe  heathens,  though  grangers  to 
that  revealed  law,  have  a  rule  of  action  in  their  own 
minds,  which  has  the  force  of  a  law  to  direct  and  bind 
them,  with  legard  to  what  they  ougbt-to  avoid  and  do,  in 
their  behaviour  toward  God  and  others,  and  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  themfelves. 

tj  They  hereby  fliew  that  they  have  fome  remains 
of  that  natural  principal  of  rtafon  and  reflection,  which 
difeovers  the  requirements  amt  prohibitions  of  the  law  t> 
with  refpect  to  fume  general  notions  of  good  and  evil, 

truth 


notes. 

*  To  flippofe,  as  feme  dop  that  the  a*  fluids  obedience,  it  dearly  fuits  hu  main 
port  it  bet*  }\*zk*  of  the  way  in  wHch  any  viev,  to  prtire  the  needftty  of  iuftiffcation  by 
efeat  h*ve  tnni$refled  the  moral  h. w  arc  to  that  ri$kfttwfetfi  of  God,  vMch  it  revealed  in 
be  ioilificd  before  God*  b  lo  fubvert  the  the$9fptlr  (rbap,  i  17.) 
whole  delign  n(  hh  argument,  and  to  make  f  This  fhews  that  by  the  Anot  rbeapcftle 
him  directly  contradict  *hat  be  f*Y*  in  winiK  here  principally  intended  the  moral  law  *  For 
i ng  it  up,  via,  Thai  hy  tht  W  the  l<ns  %o  the  Gentiles  weir  unda  no  nhligaiion  to  ab- 
ftfl  flail  h  jufifled i*  hisjtght^  (Chip,  iiu  ao.)  err*  ihe  ceremonial  law ;  situf  it  was  only 
It  therefore  Jceirs  ncceflary  to  uodo-fand  tbc  Cjac  remains  of  the  tiotal  Uw,  ch^t  were 
ap  ofHe,  as  here  fpraking  of  the  proper  tenor  written  tn  their  beam,  and  ft  c  wed  them 
of  thcUw,  and .the  only  tetms  upon  which  their  du*y  in  many  things  t-hich  they  did 
ity  ono  cjfl  Ins  ju:i  ificJ  by  it  ;  and  fa*  fiirv  not  comply  with, 
vac  can  preyed  to  hate  always  pcrfornvd 
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tmirrieitee  *T«>  truih  and  falfehood,  right  and  wrong,  and  was  original- 

!;2t2  ]y  writteri> ■»  ir  were>.  by the  wifdon)»  p?wer>  gowlnefs» 

1  he  mc'n  wliilc  and  holincfs  of  God,  in  mot's  hearts.  They  have  like- 
iccuGiig,  or  tiii  wjfe  fuch  a  pia£lic»l  judgment  concerning  themfelves, 
*"*"  w*tb  re^crfnc£  W  a  future  tribunal,  as  is  a  fwift  and 
plain  wimefs  within  them,  whether  they  conform  to, 
or  violate  that  principle,  which  is  inftead  of  an  external 
law  to  them  •,  and  at  the  Time  time  they  "have  reafoniugi 
in  their  own  thoughts,  whereby  they  pafs  fentence,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  light  of  their  conferences,  and,  by  turns, 
either  accufc,  check,  and  reproach  them  for  what  they 
do  a  mils,  or  acquit,  and  applaud  them- for  what  they  do 
well  j  and  fo  they,  in  many  inftatices,  are  confeious  to 
themftlves  of  their  tranfgreffing  the  law  of  nature : 
Unlefs  therefore  they  have  a  better  righteoufuefs  than 
their  own,  to  anfwer  for  them  in  judgment,  they  will  aU 
fo  be  julllyand  unavoidably  condemned  at  the  bat  of  God. 
rtf  in  the  Jay  1 6  The  impartial  retributions  before  mentioned  {ver* 
“+'e,"  rhf^r«(«l  1 2  )  *  Gtall  be  made  in  that  great  and  awful  day,  in  which 
£  «•«,  i>y  Jcfts  God  will  call  the  whole  world  to  an  account,  and  will 
Gin-ill,  according  critically  fearch  into,  bring  to  light,  and  pafs  judgment 
Mir.yj-oipel  upon,  not  only  the  open  a£ts,  profeQiohs,  and  preten¬ 
ces,  but  likewise  the  moft  private  management,  and 
even  the  mofl  facred  thoughts,  difpofictons,  principles, 
motives,  ends,  and  defigns  of  all  mankind  ;  and  this 
he  will  do  by  Jefus  Chrift,  {4Sh  xvii.  31.)  who  will 
then  vilibty  app*  ar  with  dir  in;  majrfly  in  human  na¬ 
ture,  as  the  great  Judge  of  a!!,  (2  Tim -  iv.  ft.)  to  pafs 
a  decifive  and  irreveifiblc  fentenc-  upon  them  that  At 
under  the  gofpel,  according  ro  its  tenor,  {Mark  xvj, 
16.)  as  well  as  upon  other  /nw,  according  to  the  law 
of  M*Jesf  and  upon  the  heathens,  according  to  the  law 
of  nature,  {ver.  n.)  and  whole  judging  the  whole 
world  in  rightecufnefs,  at  rhat  day,  is  made  known  by 
the  gofpd-doflrine,  which  is  not  properly  my  own,  as 
if  1  were  the  author  of  it  \  but  a  difpenfation  of  which 
is  committed  to  me,  and  which  1  preach  by  revelation 
from  Jefus  Chrift.  {Rph.  iii.  2,  3,  &c.) 

17  WwU.thou  1 7  Now,  to  co  ne  Util  ejofer  to  your  conferences,  to 
aii  whom  1  am  moll  immediately  fpeakitig,  (fee  the  note 

on 


■NOTE. 

*  This  wfe*  I  properly  m  ra/v  of  jx/fiment  to  that  are  farourat 

ennneftiun  vith  rhe  twelfth;  and  the  Ihvte  W«:*  ft,  a?  the  or  nature  will  he  io  the 
i^KTAiedutc  veria  are  to  he  dee mcrl  a  parch  heathen,  and  the  law  of  to  (he  Jews: 

litefiij  a±  they  rtir.d  in  the  te*i  :  For  thtre  Or  mhtr,  i;  farms  hy  ilie  t;orr?efli'*n  to  rc- 
tlie  apoftlc  had  b<en  fpeakintf  of  the  tentcuce  J.*:e  ni:;tt  to  chc  <Uy  <iT  judgment’* 

t^.ai  fhotild  be  palled  upon  Jran  and  beinfr  n raj?  kaiwn  t9  b C  ^  J*;arj  €hr;jlt  Li  :he 

v.!t\ :  aud  Itvt  he  fdls  u*  the  $imty  when,  and  preaching  of  the  gofad,  as  this 

t'w  by  whum  it  Ihould  be;  aid  fa,  phr.iie  li^nifiw,  3,  Tim ,  it*  aS*  But  1  have 

to  may  relate  cipher  fas'1  ijfccii  bui!*  &;ii ci  into  i!;c  pauphnft# 

Joott  b*vc  ibjipcit'JJ  to  the  gofptPt  kio*  * 
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in  called  a  Jew, 
and  rcfldl  ui  the 
law,  and  m-ikcft 
l(ty  bvaft  of  t^*d ; 


it  And  know- 
tft  Aij  will,  and 
ipptpvirt  the 
thing*  that  arc 
more  cudlmt  , 
being  iD(lit)Ac4 
tut  of  the  Jaw ; 


it  And  art 
e.irfiiknt  ,  that 
thou  thyfelf  art  x 
guide  of  the  blind, 
a  light  of  them 
which  *Tt in  dark* 


10  Aninftnw- 
tm  of  the  foalifh, 
a  teacher  of  babes, 
which  haft  the 
form  of  J(  now-* 
Wge  and  of  the 
buth  in  ibelw. 
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oq  ver *  I*}  and  to  convince  you  of  your  grand  raifobe 
in  all  your  vain  dependences  on  the  law  of  Mofcs^  Ob- 
ferue  how  the  matter  foods  with  relation  to  the  chief 
of  your  privileges*  You,  who  unmerciful! y  condemn 
the  heathens,  are  indeed  commonly  known  by  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  Jnv,  and  pride  yourfelf  in  this,  as  if  it  in- 
titled  you  to  all  the  bleffings  of  your  father  Abraham^ 
and  fee u red  yon  for  eternal  life  :  But  you  have  only  the 
name  of  a  Jen?}  as  you  are  fo  by  birth  and  profeffion, 
without  being  fo  really  or  in  God’s  accounr,  and  in  the 
btft  fenfe  of  that  term,  (Arv*  ii.  9*)  ;  and  you  mightily 
value  yourfelf  upon  having  the  oracles  of  God  commit¬ 
ted  to  you,  and  being  acquainted  with  Mofts's  law,  and 
reft  fa  tit.fi  ed  in  this,  without  looking  any  further  for 
juflificatioji  and  falvation;  you  alfo,  with  carnal  freu- 
my,  glory  in  your  profdEon  of  GoHt  as  your  covenant 
God,  and  as  the  author  of  your  religion,  and  the  ob* 
jeft  of  your  worfhip  j  and  you  claim  his  favour,  as  if 
it  were  appropriated  jo  yopr  own  nation,  and  no  evil 
could  cme  upon  you*  ( Mid*  iiu  1 1  *) 

18  You  likewife  pretend  that  you  underfland  the  re¬ 

velation  which  God  has  given  you  of  his  mind  and 
will,  and  that  (towi^frir  you  try  and  prove, 

and  fo  learn  to  diftinguifh  truth  from  error,  and  right 
(rent  wrong;  and  are  fkilful  in,  and  prefer  the  moil  ex¬ 
cellent  and  fubtime  points  of  religion,  as  having  been 
taught  them  by  the  law  of  Moftst  in  which  you,  like  a 
catechumen,  have  been  inftrufted,  (*«*■**#«»*}  from 
your  youth  up. 

19  And  you  have  fuch  a  fond  conceit  of  your  own 
nation  and  privileges,  and  of  your  own  fup^rior  It?  tow- 
ledge,  and  fuch  a  fovereign  contempt  of  the  poor  hea¬ 
thens,  that  when  you  go  about  to  proMyce  any  of  then, 
you  arrogantly  take  to  yourfelf  the  high  (Veiling  titles, 
and  the  office,  of  your  chief  doftors  and  rabbies,  in 
pretending  to  be  a  leader  of  the  Genii!fst  whom  you 
con  tern  pmoufly  fpeak  of  as  fork  blind;  and  vaunt,  as 
if  you  were  a  great  luminary  (*3*)  to  enlighten  them 
that  fit  in  darknefs* 

20  You  fet  up  for  a  maftcrly  inftruftor  of  them 

whom  you  look  upon  as  the  moit  ignorant,  foohfh, 
and  ftuptd  wretches  ;  and  you  magi  Aerially  take  upon 
you  to  be  their  tutor,  whom  you  treat  as  mere  infants 
in  und-.  rfonding :  In  this  difdainful  flile  you  fpeak  of 
the  Gentiles  ;  and  in  this  haughty  manner  yr-u  t'xalc 
your  fell,  who  have  indeed  a  (hew  and  appearance  of  di¬ 
vine  knowledge,  and  pretend  to  underhand  the  true 
fenfe  of  the  law  of  and  to  have  a  complete  fy* 

fiera 
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it  Thou  there¬ 
fore  which  leach* 
eft  another,  teach* 
crt  thoM  Dei  thy- 
jllf  ?  thou  that 
pFtjjrhi;il  a  man 
fhi:'ltd  Of>f  ft  Jill, 

foil  thou  ftsal  ? 


%\  Thou  that 
a  roan 
iherthl  not  eu:n* 
mi,  adultery,  Juft 
th/rU  commit  a* 
Awlrtry  ?  thou 
thii  aEthoreft  i- 
rfoh,  daft  th-tu 
csnunUfacrilege? 


%  3  Thou  that 
nalu-ft  (by  hnjft 
Of  the  hv,  thro' 
ireUuDg  the  law 
dii- 


Item  and  model  of  its  injuoQians  and  defigns  Kt 
head,  and  in  your  practice,  while  in  reality 'there  iso<£» 
thing  like  it. 

21  To  argue  therefore  with  you  about  the  utter  in¬ 
sufficiency  of  all  thefe  things  to  falvuion,  which  you 
fo  vainly  truft  in  ;  How  {hamtfnl  and  inexcufahle  is  it, 
that  you,  who  thus  vaunt  of  your  own  excelling  judg¬ 
ment,  and  affume  to  yourfclf  the  honour  and  authority 
of  giving  initniQions  and  injunctions  to  others,  take 
no  manner  of  heed  to  them  yourfelf  ?  As  for  in  Stance, 
How  felf-HCondemnin]/  is  it,  that  you  who,  according  to 
the  moral  law,  declaim  a  gain  ft  frauds  and  thefts  in 
others  Should  yourfelf  be  guilty  of  the  very  fame  crimes  ? 
(Matth  xxiii*  3,  4,  14.) 

22  You,  who  fpeak  of  adultery  as  z  heinous  fin,  and 
feverely  condemn  it  in  the  Gentiles,  Are  you  n  evert hd- 
iefs  an  adulterer  yourfelf,  and  a  contriver  of  means  to 
countenance  and  indulge  it  ?  (Matth.  xix*  7,-9*}  you, 
who,  with  the  generality  of  the  Jews,  ever  fince  the 
Babjionijb  captivity,  have  a  dete  flat  ion  of  idolatry,  and 
loudly  cenfure  the  heathens  for  it  ?  Do  you  neverchelefe 
facnlegioufly  rob  God,  {»fw****}  of  his  facrcd  honour 
and  his  dues,  as  if  be  were  not  worthy  of  them?  this 
you  have  done,  not  merely  in  tithes  and  offerings,  ac¬ 
cording  tu  the  prophet’s  anttent  com  plaint,  (Maine*  i\u 
8.)  but  in  (lill  much  more  efiential  and  important  points*; 
fuch  as  omitting  the^useightter  matters  of  the  law,  judg¬ 
ment,  mercy ,  and  faith,  (Matth,  xxiiu  23*)  making  void 
the  commandment  of  God  by  your  traditions,  and  putting 
him  off  with  mere  Iip-»fervice,  (Matth.  xv*  6,-9*)  pro¬ 
faning  his  temple  and  worfhip,  (Matth*  xxi.  13.}  fink¬ 
ing  the  demands  of  his  law  and  juft  ice,  as  if  they  could 
be  famfied  by  your  own  mean  performances,  (Rom,  %+ 
3.}  and  denying  him  the  glory  of  all  b:s  perfefl ions, 
and  particularly  of  his  grace  to  the  Gentiles,  as  mani* 
felled  through  Jvfus  Chrift  in  the  gofpeh 

23  You,  that  glory  in  having  the  law,  and  in  your 
knowledge  and  obfervation  of  it,  as  your  great  privi¬ 
lege  and  honour,  and  as  your  fecurrty  of  eternal  life. 
Do  you,  notwiihftanding,  cad  contempt  upon  the  holi- 
nefs  and  authority  of  God,  the  author  of  it,  by  fuch 
violations  of  its  moral  precepts,  as  even  the  light  of  na¬ 
ture 


NOTE* 

*  r  cannot  think  that  hy  fttrUtgt  i$  here  trj.  1  lure  therefore  t*Jc:n  In  other  Injuries 
mratit  only  the  wiih -balding,  or  rolling  and  dishonour-  uiRred  to  GoJ>  that  are  of  a 
Ct  jJ  of  fUbti  and  vffringi ;  Fork  frrmi  from  more  igf/avatod  kvnL»  and  better  faired  to 
jlj  % 3.  a?  if  many  jews  of  the  grurid  fc*i»e<»f  the  ipoftlr’s  or^JHient 

nut  ijj;  were  not  remarkably  tuilty  of  with  the  yiruij;  aud  were  iedeed  *  rabbin- 

■Jr*  rh>*  T^roii  lav  a  thought  to  be  mcotloxcd  -Cod  or  Lis  gtvy  iud  Lis  due*,  t*  f 
*»  x  criajc  d  x  like  Leiooes  Dative  *jrkh  degrees 
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^(bonoared  tliou 
Gad? 


*4  Forth*  name 
of  God  ii  Ltaf- 
pbeioH  atii-w'g 
the  Guiles  , 
thtV  ymt  as  it  it 
written. 


ij  For  eircurr- 
dfiflo  vrrlly  pro- 
fitccbjifthouJtwp 
the 


ture  irfelf  condemns  ?  How  can  you  imagine  that,  were 
God  n>  deal  with  you  according  to  your  deltas,  ycut 
after  all  this  ditfiftnour  to  him,  ihouEd  clcapc  his  righ¬ 
teous  judgment  ?  ( ver <  3-) 

r  74  For  the  notorious  traofgrtflions  of  his  Jaw,  that 
are  found  with  fome  of  you,  in  direft  contradiction  to 
your  privileges  and  p/ofrffions,  bring  a  reproach  upon 
his  perfc&ious  and  government,  word  and  \r,ws ;  and 
give  hi  occafions  to  the  very  heathers  themfrives  to 
think  and  fpeak  evil  of  him,  as  though  he  allowed  and 
encouraged,  or  at  lead  connived  at,  ail  your  wiclcednds, 
and  either  would  not,  or  could  not  prevent  it  in  his 
own  favourite  people  ;  and  To  you,  of  this  age,  bring 
the  fame  fcandal  upon  the  holy  and  reverend  name  of 
God  among  bis  enemies,  as  you  very  well  know  is  re¬ 
corded  to  have  been  formerly  done  by  your  fathers,  [l 
Sam -  xii*  14.  I/at  lii.  5.  and  Ezei*  xxxvi.  20,-23.) 
HuW  then  can  any  of  you  expert  to  be  juftifieu  by  your 
own  works  or  privileges  ? 

25  For,  as  to  circumcifion,  which  you  chiefly  glory 
in  and  have  the  greateft  dependence  upon,  as  though  it 
were  fufficiem  to  fecure  you  from  condemnation*,  this 
indeed  during  the  CNd  Teflament-difpenfation,  was  one 
of  your  principle  privileges,  as  it  was  the  token  of  God’s 
covenant,  {Gen*  xvii.  n,)  and  a  fed!  cf  the  righteoufnefs 
t f  faithy  Rom.  iv.  n.)andfo  was  an  aflimng  pledge 
of  his  covenant  grace,  and  faithfulnefs  to  his  people, 
ami  as  it  was  an  iriftituted  f*gn  of  deliverance  from  the 
guilt  and  power  of  their  original  corruption  ;  and  tn 
that  view  it  might  have  b?cn  eltecmed  as  an  advantage 
to  vou,  on  fuppufuion  that,  like  the  true  cbiidren  of 
Abraham^  you  were  circurndfed  in  heart,  and  cfpeci- 

ally 

NOTE. 


*  The  apolHe.hev*  (peaks  of  amrxafion, 
as  m  prinripal  and  diftiRjiuifheJ  badge  of  a 
7fv,  and  canfidcn  it,  not  as  an  ordinance 
u ill  to  becomuiued;  bn:  only  it 
joined  to  the  undtr  [he  Old  Telia- 

wait-difpcnfaiioii.  But  what  h t  rive,  in 'his 
jind  the  two  fullowh*  verfes,  about  the  ad- 
-mutant  of  ctrcunacifiiKi  to  the  Jeva  ^rho  keeps 
the  fan r,  and  the  advantage  of  the  GeztiU's 
keeping  the  righnouftiefi  of  the-fav^  aikl  fulfil- 
Lag  if,  timga  he  be  teej  decHWeiftd.  is  very  dif- 
ficuUlo  bcadjuftedtn  adrcrcwrliAvncy  with, 
and  fiibfcrvicncy  to  the  main  Jbops  ofhis  ar¬ 
gument*  ft  is  evident  tonic,  that  we  can¬ 
not  fairly  under  ft  and  Ms  tncamngto  be,  that 
(iiucn  Jew,  by  their  obedience  to  the  Mo~ 
fateX aw,  ami  hontft  Gentile  1,  hy  liter  dIk> 
dienre  to  the  taw  of  nature,  *ere  accepted  oF 
God,  or  juft  tried  in  hi*  ilghr  :  f  tbta  is  di- 
teflfy  fijbverf  ve  of  the  apoilta’^ 


in  view,  winch  was  to  prove  the  necnlitT 
both  Jeirs  and  Gestifa j  bditving  in  ChrUl  for 
ii^h:ci>u!neft  toeiernal  life,  Iwiiirfe  they  mi 
ail  attder  /w,  n  he  obJL'rvts  chap.  M  9,  I 
thereto^  cannot  hue  apprehend  that  thtfs 
puTi^cs  about  keeping  the  fav^  myft  refer  ci¬ 
ther  U>  *  i)Cfl  obedience  to  the  rnorfl*  Js*v,  as 
was  evidential  of  real  rciig^n  in  pious  Jeirr, 
ajvl  tn  fiich  Gtxiiie  pcofcy^ei  &i  were  not  dr* 
cumrifed  ;  or  die  to  a  perfftf  cooforirity  to 
all  its  demand*,  as  its  of  acrcpfjttu-, 

hi  cjIc  any  were  capable  cf  comir^  up  to 
ihofv  ier<ns.  The  Cull  yf 
befl  to  eon^pott  w  ith  ivh:it  'he  » o*  - Tti foe*  i* 
bout  the  ben^fir  oi  cirjumcif  r,  to  *!ic  ^74-, 
and  the  fccond  the  oi 

bis  argument  in  the  aliole  ilro^itriej  ^n^'i 
therefore  l  have  :aieo  hc:h  inio  the  £«'*- 
pbratc. 
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*6# 


the  bw:  bot  If 
that  be  a  breaker 
of  the  law*  ihf 
cvtumriEWn  i\ 
made  uucircuoi- 
ciliaa. 


%5  Therefore, 
if  the  imciieuiD* 
rifon  keep  the 
jijrhttoofnefs  of 
the  law,  Hull  tat 
ills  uncirearnci- 
fioa  be  counted 
for  drcuadiiau  ? 


ally  in  cafe,  according  to  the  obligation  of  that  facred 
rite*  ( GaL  v.  3.)  you  fliould  hare  perfectly  obeyed*  not 
only  the  ceremonial*  but  alfothe  moral  law,  which*  a* 
mong  other  things*  fotbids  the  Jleaiing^  adultery ,  and 
facriUgt)  as  well  as  the  idolatry  before- mentioned*  (ver* 
20*  21*  22*)  But  if  you  are  a  tranfgrdjbr  of  the  lawk 
and  live  in  Gn,  your  having  been  circtimctfed  in  the 
Ikfh  will  Band  you  in  no  more  Head*  nor  give  you  any 
more  acceptance  with  God*  than  if  you  were  a  mere 
uncircumcifed  heathen* 

26  If  therefore  any  *  uncircumcifed  profelyre  oE 
the  gate,  who  truly  fears  God*  fuch  as  Cornelius  the 
Roman  centurion*  \A6h  x.  2.)  is  found  to  be  a  religi¬ 
ous  obferver  of  the  duties  contained  in  the  moral  law* 
that  everiafting  and  unchangeable  rule  of  ughteoufnefs  } 
will  he  not  be  a$  much  accepted  of  God*  as  if  he  had 
been  a  circumdfed  Jew  t  Certainly,  as  far  as  this  de¬ 
pends  on  moral  obedience,  he  would.  Or  fuppofing, 
for  argument’s  fake*  that  any  Gentile  had  always  kept 
every  moral  precept  of  the  law*  would  he  riot  ftatid  as 
well  in  God’s  account  as  if  he  had  been  circumdfed 
in  the  flelh  ?  He  undoubtedly  would,  fince  he  was  urm 
der  no  obligation  to  com  e  under  that  lire. 

27  And,  on  fuppofition  that  cbt  G  entile i  who  con¬ 
tinues  in  a  natural  fenfe  uncircumcifed,  were  to  perform 
the  moral  duties  of  the  law*  in  either  of  the  aforefaid 
refpefts,  would  he  nor  rife  up  in  judgment  again  ft*  and 
condemn  you*  who  are  fo  raih  and  forward  in  cent¬ 
ring  him*  (ver*  1.)  and  who,  by  a  falft  dependence  oa 
your  having  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  on  your  being 
outwardly  circumcifed*  venture  to  break  through  the 
obligations  of  the  moral  law  irfelf  f  There  is  no  room 
to  imagine  but  that  he  would. 

28  For  he  is  notan  IfraeUte  indeed*  in  God’s  accounr, 
nor  2  true  fori  of  Abraham^  imirled  to  life  by  the  pro- 
mife,  who  is  fo  only  in  outward  profeffion  and  appear¬ 
ance*  (trrvpmpv}  as  a  natural  defeendcrit  from  him, 
and  externally  in  covenant  by  being  one  of  his  race: 
[chap.  ix.  6, 7.)  Nor  isthat  circumcifion  available  to  any 
faving  purpofes,  which  is  only  an  outward  ordinance, 
and  mark  of  di  ft  in  ft  ion  vifibly  imprinted  in  the  flelh. 

29  But  he  is  a  true  IfraeUte ,  and  one  of  Abraham** 
fpiritual  feed,  and  an  heir  according  to  the  ptomi/e *  whe* 
ther  he  be  Jew  or  Gentile *  ( GaL  iH.  28,  29*)  who  is  fo 

irl 

NOTE. 

*  The  **drcum6fanx  in  this  and  the  neat  ttrncijrf;  is  the  drctttxdfan  alfo  is  for  th« 
Wrfe,  is  putty  a  metonymy  tor  the  u»dr*  i»md/r^  io  chap,  iU,  30*  W-  9+ 

Vet,  lib  t  A  * 


17  And  frail 

Dot  uncLKamd- 
fan  which  U  by 
nauirCf  if  it  fulfil 
the  bw,  judge 
thcc,  who  by  the 
letter  an  dCTtum* 
rifu/n  doft  Irani* 
fids  the  lav? 


18  For  be  If 
cot  a  Jev  which 
hone  outwardly; 
neither  it  that  dr* 
CDmcifion  which 
if  outward  in  the 
fcihi 


tp  Eut  he  is  a 
which  U  one 
in- 
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Inwardly  ;  and  in  the  inward  frame  anJ  difpofition  of  his  hejrtj 
rfTT  a*  hMpt*  and  ‘s  turned  to  God  through  Ch  rift :  And  the  true 
i(.  ihc  tpiriT,  md  circumcifion,  which  is  acceptable  to  (jod)  lyes  in  tne 
in  die  H:er,  purifying  of  the  heart  by  faith}  {^£?J  xv,  9.)  and  in  the 
Stl  rowing  of  the  mind  *>y  the  Holy  Spirit,  {Epb.  if.  13. 

of  God.  *  and  Tit.  jii.  5.)  according  to  the  fignification  of  that 
religious  ceremony,  (Dent*  i,  1 6-  and  xxx*  6-  compared 
with  Phil  lit >  3*  ami  CoU  ii-  it-)  anti  not  in  the  mere 
cutting  cf  of  the  flejh  off  be  forefiin^  according  to  the 
letter  of  the  law,  ( Levit .  xii.  3*)  The  cifcurncifion, 
th  it  U  of  any  avail,  is  fuch  an  inward  holy  renovation 
of  the  whole  foul,  as  is  neither  difeerned,  nor  applaud* 
ed  by  men,  who  can  fee  no  farther  than  the  outGde, 
and  are  chiefly  taken  with  external  profeffions;  but  as 
is  of  great  price  in  the  fight  of  Gody  who  frarches  the 
heart ;  and  willt  one  day,  make  manijeft  all  iU  cou Jifeis\ 
(1  Pet*  iii.  4.  and  1  Cor*  iv.  5.) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  inexcusable  is  it  to  be  uncharitable  and  fevere  in  condemning  others  for 
faults  that  we  otirfelves  are  guilty  of!  And  how  great  is  tbdr  fin  and  condemna¬ 
tion*  that  are  workers  0f  iniquity*  under  high  profeffions  of  godlmcfs  !  They 
.hring  a  reproach  upon  religion*  and  caufr  the  name  of  God  to  be  blalphcmerf  by 
his  enemies;  They  vainly ^expedt  toefcape  his  righteous  judgment  ;  and  many* 
whom  they  contemn  and  vilify  here,  will  rife  up  as  witneffes  againft  them  !verc- 
after*  for  their  abufes  of  ftiperior  light,  profeffions  and  privileges-  Yea,  Wbat 
an  high  a^gravathn  of  fin  is  it  to  pnnftifr  the  crimes  that  \re  dedaira  againft  in 
others,  and  to  pcifift  in  them*  a&aiuft  all  the  obligations  and  inducements  of  the 
potxlncfs,  long-foflkring,  and  forbearance  of  God  to  bring  ugto.rq*entincr!  This 
Ivtrays  the  utmofl  hardneft  of  heart,  and  is  nothing lefs,  than  hoping  up  ivfiy 
provocations  to  God5#  vnth  againtt  the  day  of'  wrath;  The  confciencea  of  fuch 
may  jufily  accufe  and  condemn  them*  But,  of  all  others  their  guilt  and  purjfli- 
mchr  will  l»e  the  mod  hideous  and  intolerable,  that  perfrft  in  finning  againA  the 
plairefi  light  of  a  rv  vested  law  and  gofpcl  too,  and  wilfully  rebel  againft  b*sik%  to 
thrir  own  perdition.  How  certainly  may  wc  depend  on  a  rijhteoua  and  univer- 
judgment  to  com?,  which  natural  principles  forebode,  and  which  the  jjof;Ki 
nffurrs  ns  will  be  managed  by  jefus  Chrifl,  as  the  great  judge  of  all  1  Then  every 
Jcerct  thought,  as  well  as  ever?  word  arid  ait,  will  be  brought  to  fight,  whrtbt; 
it  be  good  or  bad  ;  and  an  impartial  frntence  wf!l  pafs  upon  every  individual  per' 
fun  of  a!i  nations  and  profrflions,  according  as  the  evidences  of  tbeir  Gate  before 
Odd  Iball  arife  from  their  governing  principles,  tempers,  and  conduct;  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  drfpen&tfon  they  were  under,  whether  i^wcic  that  of  the  light  o: 
nature,  or  of  the  fr&ifh  Jaw,  or  of  the  gcfpel  revelation,  that  every  one  may  re¬ 
ceive  nnfwcrabie  to  the  kinds  and  degrees  of  his  works :  For  there  is  no  refpeet 
of  perform  frith  God,  But  O  how  vaftly  different  wUI  the  final  itfucs  of  thing  i 
be  to  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  !  They  who  with  faith  and  patience 
pirrfcvcrc  in  well-doing,  fhalt  be  crowned  with  eternal  life,  on  fuch  a  fiiinvJhtkm 
of  irghteotiiheft*  through  Jefus  Chilli,  as  Ihall  clear  the  jtifocc  of  God.  as 
well  as  exalt  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace  ;  and  the  that  ihatl  he  found  among 
t  he  ungodly  and  difobedient,  Iball  have  juftice  done  them,  hi  executions  cf  wrath, 
without  mixture  of  mercy,  to  their  unfpeikaWe  agony  and  conJfufinn*  Ala  .! 
what  man  that  has  finned,  and  fo  grievoitfly  finned  as  wc  ali  have,  can  Hand  W- 
jforc  God,  if  be  enters  into  judgment  ivirh  him  !  And  therefore  how  dangvra:i: 
is  it  to  reft  in  any  thing  fhoii  of  Chrift,  for  righteunfnds  to  eternal  life  J  The  molt 
CiIMIatkriiig,  fpeefouaj.  and  privileged  profoiTor,  is  as  incapable  of  being  jufitfied 
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by  any  righteoufoefa  of  bis  own,  as  the  mod  cnnfcfllclly  prwf%^c  (inner:  fiuce 
tvtiy  breach  of  the  law  ddtroys  all  grounds  of  confuiaicc  in  *1.  Hut,  after  ail, 
he  h  not  a  real  ChriAian,  who  ht  only  fo  in  outward  appearance:  nor  is  that  bap- 
any  more  than  circu'nc  (foil,  to'becjepcirded  upon,  which  i*unly  outward  in 
the  rteili :  Hut  he  h  a  Chriftian  indeed,  who  is  fo  iuwardly;  and  the  only  i.neCtu» 
al  circumciCon,  or  bapttfm,  is  that  of  the  heart*  which,  how  much  foevrr  it 
nwy  be  unknown  and  defpifed  of  men,  is  clearly  dUcemed,  and  greatly  e  (teem¬ 
ed,  by  the  holy  and  all-feeing  God. 


CHAP*  IIL 


Tl>e  apojlle  anfwers  five  rut  objections  againjl  what  he  hid  delivered  ir% 
the  foregoing  chapter ;  and  fo  clears  the  way  to  his  further  defig 7/, 
I,— 8*  He  ajfirts  and  proves ,  that  all  mankind %  Jews  as  well  as 
Gentiles,  are  Jtnnersy  9,— 1 8*  And  applies  all  this  to  his  principal 
pcintj  concerning  the  jvjtificathm  of  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  ns  vt* 
Urly  unattainable  by  their  own  performances  t  and  entirely  owing  So 
the  free  grace  of  Cod,  through  faith  in  the  righteoufnefi  of  Ckrijl 3 


I's  IT. 

tagi :  then 
ludithti  Jew:  or 
vi  hit  proin  is 
iKre  of  eft CE ra¬ 
dium  ? 


i  Much  erery 
v:y:  chiefly,  be- 
tzniz  that  unto 
them  were  coEn- 
mitmlrhe  oracles 
tf  God. 


Paraphrase. 

TF  it  be  fo,  as  has  been  but  now  fhewn,  [chap,  ii.)  that 
^  tbe  Jrw  is  on  the  fame  foot  with  the  Gentile,  in 
point  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  that  his  being  cir- 
cumc.ifed  no  more  fecurvs  his  fal  ration  than  if  he  had 
been  an  heathen  t  it  may  be  .ifkcd  by  fume,  who  hatii 
gloried  in  thefe  privileges,  What  poflible  .advantage  iheu 
can  it  be  to  any,  that  they  are  the  natuial  feed  of  Abro.~ 
hum,  born  of  Jrwijh  parent's  ?  or  what  fignifies  (heir 
having  been  brought  under  rhe  vifibk-  fea)  of  God**  co¬ 
venant  and  tircumcifion,  as  a  people  peculiarly  related 
to  him  ?  ‘ 

a  TothisIanfwer,  Tho*  thefe  privileges  bear  no  part 
of  the  grounds  of  any  one's  acceptance  with  God,  nor 
can  fecure  his  falvarion  }  yrr,  in  the  nature  of  means, 
encouragements,  and  helps,  and  in  fpecia!  marks  of  ho¬ 
nour,  the  Jews  hive  thereby  many  prerogatives  above 
the  Gentiles,  as  may  be  oblerved  hereafter.  {Chap,  it. 
4,  5.)  I  (ball,  for  the  prefent,  only  in  fiance  in  one  of 
the  chief  of  them,  which  fummarily  comprehends  all 
the  relt;  and  that  is,  becaufe  God  himftlf,  being  emi¬ 
nently  prelent  with  them,  gave  them  various  types,  pro¬ 
mt  fes,  and  prophecies  of  the  Mcfliah,  and  of  lal  ration 
through  him,  as  one  who  fliould  fpring  from  among 
themfelvcs,  and  be  firlt  fent  to  them*  and  he  commit¬ 
ted  the  facred  writings  to  their  ufe  and  cuflody ;  which 
may  he  c-dled  his  oracles,  breaufe  hr  hirnfelf  dictated 
ami  delivered  ibem,  as  infallible  and  important  truths, 
to  be  their  guide  and  councilor?,  and  a  ground  of  fnith 
A  a  2  and 


37* 


j  For  whit  if 
fume  did  no!  bt* 
lieve  f  (full  their 
unbdiefmaketfic 
Oith  of  God 
vfrbuiu  dfcft? 
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and  hope  to  that  people,  while  the  reft  of  the  world 
had  no  fuch  revelations  of  his  mind  and  will.  And 
furely  there  muit  have  been  a  very  great  honour  and  ad* 
vantage  in  all  this. 

3  I'hough  many,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  xi.  25.)  yea, 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  Jews,  to  whom  the  glorious 
promifes  were  made,  and  were  confirmed  by  circumci- 
fion,did  not  believe  in  the  Pcomifed  Seed,  when  he  ap¬ 
peared  among  them,  and  fo  rejtfted  tbe  righteoufnefs 
of  God,  which  is  brought  in  by  him,  and  revealed  in 
the  gofpel  to  faith,  { chap .  i.  1 7.)  yet  can  it  ever  be 
fuppofed,  that  their  ungrateful  infidelity  fhould  defeat 
the  faithfulnefe  of  God  to  his  own  word,  or  to  them 
that  truft  in  it,  that  he  fhould  not  fulfil  his  pro  mite  to 
Abraham ,  and  his  fpiritual  feed,  through  all  generati¬ 
ons  according  to  his  intention  toward  the  true  Israelites , 
{chap.  ix.  d.)  and  according  to  their  dependence  upon 
him  ? 

4  CM  4  Far  be  it  from  any  of  us  *  to  entertain  fucb  an  un- 

yca,  let  God  t*«  worthy  thought!  This  can  never  be.  But  (*)  let  God 
man  a  tiu-;  as  it  always  have  the  glory  of  being  firmly  believed,  and 
is  written.  That  readily  owned  to  be  true  to  bis  word,  and  faithful  in 
ihau  mighteft  be  pir forming  his  proinifes  to  them  that  truft  in  him  *,  and 
faying* ,  »qJ  (*)  let  every  man  in  the  whole  world,  if  compared  with 
him,  be  counted  vanity  and  a  lie,  fo  inconftant  and  de¬ 
ceitful,  as  that  no  faith  or  confidence  can  be  fecurdy 
placed  In  him:  Yea,  let  us  abide  by  this  principle,  that 
God  is  and  cannot  but  be  true,  though  all  men  fhould 
prove  to  be  ever  fo  unfaithful  to  him,  or  to  their  fellow- 
creatures:  And  let  us  take  occafion  from  hence  to  ex¬ 
alt  God,  and  a  bale  ourfelves  the  more  before  him,  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  is  written  was  done  by  David ,  [Pfai 
Ji.  4.)  when  he  confefTed  his  own  treacherous  iniquity 
with  this  very  defigr,  that  God  might  appear  to  be  juft 
and  true  in  all  that  he  pronounced,  in  a  way  of  threat- 
ring  as  well  as  of  promife;  and  might  Hand  dear  of 
all  imputations  of  un righteoufnefs  or  unfaithfulness, 
and  come  off  with  victory  and  honour,  whenfoeverany 
would  prefume  to  arraign  and  implead  him  at  tbeir  bar, 
or  would  examine  and  ccnfurehis  condu& ;  and  when¬ 
ever  he  Hull  contend,  or  enter  into  judgment  with  them 
about  it. 

Pnt  if  our  5  But,  perhaps,  fome  contentious  Jews  among  you 
unnglucott theft  may  further  urge,  that  if  our  wicked uefs  and  unbelief. 


mighteft  orcr  - 

enme  when  tl>OU 
an  judged* 


111 


NOTE, 

*  Girt  forbid  (>£*  properly  Let  Una(Ut  audit  ufel  as  a  form  of  ihe 

(Iron  gelt  dcuUl  *ith 
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tiupnaul  the 
ligrttoifocfi  of 
tad,  wfaat  fall 
.■tty?  *  God 
tonghtroiu  who 
atcEh  vengeance? 
(T  fpcak  a$  a 
“0 


(  God  forbid: 

fbrtJrcn  how  fall 

€*d  judge  the 
potU: 


*  For  If  tBe 
tvhfOod  hath 
a» re  abounded 
ibmD^h  my  lie 
ttio  bii  glory  ; 

why 


in  rejecting  the  Meffiah,  puts  the  greater  loftre  on  the  * 
juftioc  of  God  in  taking  vengeance  for  it,  and  on. that 
glorious  rigbteoufnefs  by  which  he  juftifics  the  mod 
unworthy,  through  faith  therein,  what  fhall  we  fay  to 
his  excluding  us  from  all  faring  benefit  by  Chritt,  and 
feverely  punifhtng  us  for  our  oppofition  to  him?  Is  not 
God  unjuft,  (i>*ii«f«»reo«sf;)  jn  executing  terrible  wrath 
upon  us  for  that  very  fin,  which,  in  this  manner,  ferns 
as  a  foil,  to  fet  off  and  inhanfe,  and  furnifiits  an  op. 
port  unity  for.  the  brighter  difplays  of  his  glory  ?  (I  per- 
fbnate  a  carnal  Jewijb  man  in  propofiug  this  39  well 
as  the  ocher  objection,  according  to  his  perverfe  way  of 
reafoning  about  God,  and  forming  excufcs  for  himfelf.) 

6  Deteftable  thought  l' as  if  God’s  glori¬ 
fying  himfeif,  by  his  over* ruling  providence,  in  bring¬ 
ing  light  out  of  darknefs,  and  good  out  of  evil,  and 
purfuing  his'  defign  of  grace  towards  others,  not  with- 
iiaoding  the  wickednefs  of  fome,  could  reflect;  any  dis¬ 
honour  upon  his  jaftice  in  punilhing  the  fin,  which, 
in  its  own  nature,  is  full  of  all  malignity  againft  him, 
and  his  way  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift.  This  can 
never  be  admitted  :  For  were  God  in  any  manner  un¬ 
juft,  how  could  he  judge  the  -world  in  rigbteoufnefs  ? 
(Pfal.  xevi.  13.  and  Acts  xvii.  31.)  Shall  not  the  Judge 
of  all  the  earth  da  right  ?  {pen.  xviii.  25.)  it  is  impof- 
fible  but  that  he  ihauld,  who,  heing  GoJ,  cannot  but 
be  infinitely  juft  in  his  nature  and  will. 

7  The  objections  therefore  mentioned  but  now,  ( ver . 
3,  5.)  againft  God’s  proceedings,  are  (as  I  have  fain) 
only  the  language  of  a  vain,  proud,  and  carnal  mat), 
like  the  prejudiced  and  unbelieving  Jews,  whole  rea- 
fotungs  are  all  perverfe :  For  fuch  an  one  will  jtiU  fur¬ 
ther  urge,  that  if  the  veracity  of  Godin  fulfilling  his 
promifes  to  them  that  believe,  whether  they  be  Jews 
Or  Gentiles,  bath  alfo  taken  occafion  to  difplay  hit  If, 
with  the  greater  advantage,  to  his  glory  by  means  of 


NOTE. 


my 


*  That  dr  ngUteofaefi  ef  Ced  (0tv  ttr-a~  -  occurs  throughout  this  cpiflle,  ihoiijrlt  it  may 
priifBj  hert  prioripafiy  hh  jit  free  m  ha  dubious  m  which  of  them  it  «  to  he  pic- 

parisbing  tin,"  fteros  plain  from  thcclofeof  rifely  bn  dcr  flood  here,  ami  it j  ver*  15,  trf, 
Ike  verfc,  where,  in  nppofiiKn  hci  wimi,  ir  and  ia  the  former  pin  of  rlmp  x.  3.  tiw.c 
h  ikiil.  It  God ttJtrtvhiittiSf  v*bo  takei  vrujdittiM?  learned  interpreters  h  ivc  iurfet.  d  though  E»  fruiu 
tid  from  the  following  ver ft,  where  the  a-  what  follow  i,  ver,  y  that  iiy  tie  rh  iieTt  foefs 
jpftlr  iticAsfuch  4  thought  with  abhorrence,  cf  God  is  meant  his  vdrariij  or  fJithfhhtifs  1 
tyiog,  0'*d/arritf  *  for  bw  thru  fatt  God  But  a*  ir  does  nor  appear  u\  me  that  This 
js-fy/ib  irer/d?  And  yet,  at  the  right eouf  pliraie  nftti  in  rim  Icafe  any  where  cl  ft  in 
Dels  by,  and  for  which,  God  justifies  Is  intift  all  (his  cpittlr,  1  rather  take  rite  jth  verJc  tu 
CDJtaiuxiiy.  if  oof  always  intended  hy  tfa  give  us  another  view  of  rhe  Jtr w s  obj eating  a- 
tfehitsafiitfs  of  God  in  this  tpifllc,  I  have  like-  gainfV  ihc  f-n;kfrtUiffs  of  Gtd%  dirfcieot  from 
iffir  trfi?o^lu  rim  hto  the  para ptinft.  And,  Uuit  which  waj  aad  atifacred, 

wfir  as  l  find,  this  phrafe  is  to  be  taken  in  vci\  3,  4. 

*2  cr  ;W  other  of  theft  ftnft?*  wherever  ft 
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why  yi*  am  I  al- 
ft  judged  at  a 
fritter  ? 


B  And  no:  rrf- 
t*:cr^  Us  wc  be 
fii  j.-lcroullv  tt  * 
and  as 
jb^e  Jfrm  ihat 
tec  ^W',)  Irl  ti* 
do  evil  ti»<at  VJOImI 
m*y  come;  wfitric 
damnaikj.i  isjuiL 


9  What  thtn  ? 
are  wc  bi:ru  r/Un 
Ht»,  m  no 
viit* ;  tm*  we  have 
befortr  pmved 
fc<»rh  Jrws  und 
<;en  tiles,  tSit 
they  arc  all  under 
frtj 


\t>  AiUiv*Ti*- 
(cn, 


my  infidelity,  which  is,  indeed*  giving  him  the  litj 
and  of  my  wickedncft,  which  is  giving  the  lie  to  all 
m  v  own  profelLon  of  his  name ;  and  the  whole  of  which 
asVm  is  a  direct  contradi&iort  ro  the  eternal  truth  of 
things;  where  is  the  reafon  and  juftice  of  my  being 
neveithelefs  condemned  ami  punched  for  it,  as  an  in¬ 
jurious  cranfgrcflbr,  who,  in  effect,  have  occafioned 
more  glory  than  d  it  honour  to  him  ? 

S  And  why  thoald  I  not  rather  lay  the  reins  upon 
the  neck  of  my  corruptions,  without  controul,  and 
think  myfelf  eicufed,  and  even  warranted*  in  com* 
mitring  all  manner  of  iniquity,  (***)  to  rhe  end  that 
the  higher  glory  nriy  redound  to  God's  Aiithfulntfs,  as 
wel!  as  grac^,  in  fr.eiy  juftifyiug  them  that  believe  in 
Jsfua  ?  This  ioil  red  fume  of  the  carnal  Jrws  do*  in 
fact,  malicioufly  mid  blafphemoufty  report,  (isx«wuvuij) 
and  even  confidently  affirm,  that  we  apoftlcs  and  Chtif- 
tians  fay:  But  as  we  abfolutdy  deny,  and  ahhor  all 
fuch  conlequcnces  of  the  do&riue  of  grace,  which  we 
maintain;  fo  it  ii,  and  wiilpne  day  appear  to  he,  an 
a£t  of  the  motive fetved  and  onqueftionablc  jufiicc  in 
God,  to  bring  ever  lading  deftru&ion,  boih  upon  fuch 
unrighteous  fUmWers  of  him  and  ns,  and  upon  every 
proleSbr  of  Chriit’s  name,  that  (hall  dare  to  abufe  this 
great  and  blefled  truth  of  the  gofpel,  by  thinking  and 
acting  at  fuch  a  fcunlilous  rate,  in  diieft  oppoGtion  to 
its  gracious  and  hdy  defign. 

9  Now  then,  to  return  to  your  main  objection,  {vft\ 
i.)  though,  as  has  been  allowed,  (ver,  a.)  we,  who 
are  of  the  Jeviifo  flock,  have  for  many  ages  had  the 
preference  to  the  Gentiles^  as  to  many  excellent  (ntivtar d 
privileges;  yet  are  we  in  any  better  condition  than  they, 
as  to  finding  acceptance  wr.b  God,  on  this  account, 
under  the  gofpel  ftate?  No,  not  at  all;  but,  upon  rhe 
whole,  are  rather  in  a  *&Qrfct  as  our  fins  are  committed 
againft  greater  light  and  mercies,  means  and  obliga¬ 
tions,  than  theirs  ;  we  therefore  ftili  need  a  better  righ- 
teoufnefs  than  our  own,  as  much  as  they  :  For,  m  whsr 
has  been  already  urged,  I  have  proved  by  a  detail  of  no* 
torious  facts,  relating  fir  ft  to  the  GeutlUs^  {chap*  i  ) 
and  then  to  the  {chap,  ii.)  that  both  thefe  bodies 

of  people  are  univerfatty  under  a  juft  charge  of  gnilr, 
and  under  the  power  of  Gn,  which  brings  a  faiCence 
condemnation  upon  them,  and  binds  thrm  over  to 
wrath,  ^  considered  in  thcmfclvcs,  and  in  their  rcfpcc* 
tivj  conditions,  vritheut  gofprl-grace* 

ic  And  for  a  further  drmonftratiun  of  this  point,  par¬ 
ticularly  -ts  to  ::*e  Je tv*,  who,  through  a  high  conceit 
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tfn.  There  is  none 

righteous;  do  not 
out: 


ir  There  is 
r  >nc  chit  under* 
there  is 
must  that  fteketh 
ifur  God. 


i*  They  are 
ill  #inc  out  of 
ike  way,  they  are 

EO- 


of  themfelvcs,  are  with  the  greateft  difficulty  bronght 
to  3  conviflioo  of  thrir  fin  and  danger*  let  me  add  fo 
verai  teftimomes  from  their  own  feriptures,  which  they 
are  emrufted  with,  and  own,  and  glory  in*  as  infallible 
and  divine  oracles*  There  they  are  univerlally  accufed 
as  tranfgrcfibrs,  according  to  what  is  written  in  fcveral 
places,  of  their  fathers,  and  th<it  mofity  in  one  of  the 
pureft  ages  in  David's  time  *  j  and  therefore  cannot 
bur  too  well  agree  to  the  prefent  exceedingly  corrupt 
generation  ;  Thus,  for  in  fiance,  to  deferibe  rheir  ftid 
depravity  by  nature  and  practice,  it  is  faid  of  them, 
(P/n.  xiv.  i*)  There  is  none,  that  is  truly  righteous  he* 
fore  God,  by  living  up  to  the  firict  and  cx ten  five  de¬ 
mands  of  his  holy  law:  No,  there  is  not  fo  much  as  one. 

11  As  to  their  minds  and  heart j,  they  are  fo  daikcn- 
ed  and  defiled,  that  there  is  none,  who,  in  fm  natural 
(late,  has  any  true  fpimual  conceptions  of  divine  things  ; 
who  really  underfiands  his  own  wretched  condition  he* 
fore  God,  and  the  way  of  finding  acceptance  with  him; 
or  who  duly  confiders  the  revelation  he  ha*  made  of  his 
mind  and  will  in  his  word:  Nay,  their  hearts  are  fo  cor¬ 
rupt,  that  there  is  none  of  them,  who,  in  a  fincere, 
earned  and  believing  manner,  fo  much  as  fecks  after 
an  acquaintance  and  communion  with  God,  or  bow  he 
may  be  acceptably  worihipped  and  glorified  here,  and 
enjoyed  for  ever  hereafter;  or  who  has  any  right  incli- 
lutirms  and  defires  rewards  him*  God  himfdt  1^-  cA 
(h'd>n  from  heaven  on  the  children  of  mat3  and  ccnld  not 
find  fo  much  as  one  among  them,  ih't  was  naturally 
difpofed  to  pay  any  foch  religious  regards  to  him*  [PjdL 
xiv,  2*) 

12  On  the  contrary,  it  was  faid,  They  are  all  apoftate 
creatures,  that  have  departed  from  God  anti  goorfr^f;, 
and  from  the  way  of  his  commandments;  ami  to  thry 

sre 


N  O 

*  To  make  the  apififc’s  ipioisrion  of  (he 
f>;  tawing  paflagvs  pniiuem  iv  his  dciij»fl,  U 
ficrti?  ntcciEiry  f*>  imtWftaniS  him,  as  apply- 
1m i2  t‘vm  to  the  coivstpon  j>au  of  the  nanaral 
Cor: u prion  of  the  Jnv\y  as  wdi  .is,  or  racier 
isiii  a:  the  Swiifft ;  one  or  nnhcr  of  the  ei- 
t*d  b-.Ihg  applifjhlt  to  every  -perthii, 

lOhyia  cs^-prhin,  liinu^ii  fhr*i^  ti*  thCTn 
hive  a  primary  refiii-citec  to  icm^'aa- 
[b:  fiiijters  in  fcvrmr  day*,  and  ahn^iVa* 
b e.'\o  4  il»oa^  proof  of  tlw  common  <h  privi¬ 
ty  human  W*nrt\  I7or  if  xe  airfinc  th'jfc 
t\'vrE|iiirtiii  to  pifisfnhir  pcnnii  e-t 
rieraticr*,  ihcre  U  no  force  hi  the  srguaieut 
rlu'nrc.  ifc.Ti  the  tth*de  tw!y  t-f  t!:- 
vp.  hot  it  exception,  well  aj  c(  the 

G:.,*;.;,  -,v;:c  trade-*  focb  auJ  dipraiLiy, 


T  K* 

to  need  a  better  rjhtmTf-cfs  than  the-V 
avriVcwn  that  «Mrh  is  hroi^ht  ir:  Ivy 

pjfpd,  ro  recomiwowt  them  tc  the  .r:vinv 
Cl  pnmri\  which  L  ihu  ve*y  fhinj*  ihit  the  ri- 
pndie  hrhi^  ihtl&  xeTiim  ovk'  rt>  prove;  + 
oil  that  ill jjpofi1  too !  dirccny  co«rr.iry  in  thf 
r.i..io  drifp  of  hi«  the-v  niglu 

i.otwithnudir^,  ttti=i»y 

d;d  ux  rEviJ  tlio  rij.hu**  uU.ciV  oi  C?b : ;■  V  to 
i  i:!  .y  h  hiti;  in  him  ?  a.-*! 

liHiiiv  H  ou-tl  h  JVC  |J!it  into  hist 
iV*n  t'^ni  -■iiird  in  the  jm-iiohes 

in  his  u-vi.hing  i'p  iHe  ar^orv  DtP  \-*z 
mt  xv  t!V  p-iint  tn  vinv 

iv," :ir;i  rt‘f’-vv  ^i.'v  fathpp-f*  .-;iJ 

tV;'  » -i  ifl^1  ■'  .  i  j  jA  hjut 
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together  bttnmc 
VnpiofiuMejriiere 
is  none  that  doth 
good,  CIO  not  OflC. 


1 5  Thrir  throat 
is  an  open  IV 
;  with 
lhi:irtOTig\T«rhiry 
ha^t  ufed.  deceit; 
the  poifoa  of  afp* 
is  under  thdr 
lip*: 


*4  T^hofc  tPfluth 
i$  fell  nf  curling 
md  hitter ndii 


ij  Their  f>et 
*rc  f+itt  to  rtse d 
blood. 


if  Defl  motion 
ini  r/ilVry  art 
in  their  *rays: 


K?  And  the  way 
9f 


are  all,  by  nature,  one  as  well  as  another,  vile  and  ufe« 
lefs  God-ward ;  unlit  and  unable  of  themfelves  to  bring 
forth  any  fruits  of  righreoufhefs }  and  fuch  is  their  na¬ 
tive  depravity,  that  there  is  none  of  them  who  doth  a* 
ny  thing  truly  and  fpiiitually  good  t  no,  not  fb  much, 
as  one.  { Pfai .  xiv.  3.} 

13  From  this  corrupt  fountain  flow  nothing  bat  cor¬ 
rupt  ftreams :  AH  the  organs  <f  their  fpeechy  as  well  as 
all  the  powers  of  their  fouls,  are  defiled,  as  appears  in 
the  following  particulars,  the  molt  noifome  breath  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  head  through  their  throats,  and  forms 
itfelf  into  the  moll  offenGve  and  peflilentiai  words,  that 
are  as  loathfome  and  Injurious,  as  the  (learnings  of  a 
dead  carcafe  from  an  open  fepulchre:  Their  tongues 
are  ufually  employed  in  flattery,  falfehood,  and  deceit, 
{PfaL  v.  9.}  j  they  meaning  one  thing,  and  fpeaking  a- 
nother,  in  imitation,  and  under  the  influence,  of  the 
father  of  lies  t  They  vent  malignant  defies,  that  are 
too  black  to  be  openly  avowed,  in  fecret  Hander  and  re¬ 
proach  with  tbeir  lips,  which  wound  their  neighbour, 
as  fuddenly,  incurably,  and  unawares,  as  the  moftdef* 
per  ate  potion  of  afps  that  is  conveyed  by  their  bite.  (Pfaf* 
cx\.  3,) 

14  They  likewife,  in  the  rancour  of  their  fpirits,  Hill 
more  openly  belch  out  hideous  oaths  and  curfes,  and 
bitter  provocations  and  reviling*,  as  it  were  by  whole 
mputhfuls,  {PfaL  s.  7.)  Thus,  inftead  of  blefling  God, 
and  fpeaking  things  tnat  are  good  for  the  ufe  of  edify¬ 
ing,  they  devote  all  their  powers  of  fpcech,  fome  in 
one  way,  and  fome  in  another,  to  his  dilhonour,  and 
the  injury  of  their  neighbour. 

15  And  as  to  the  other  members  of  the  bedyt  and  the 
aliens  of  life,  they  are  employed  in  a  Gnful  manner, 
anfwrrablc  to  the  depravity  of  their  hearts,  and  the  im¬ 
purity  of  their  language  i  Their  feet,  which  fliould  car¬ 
ry  them  to  every  good  work,  are  inftrumentsof  unrigh- 
teoufnefs,  ufed  for  running  about,  with  fpeed  and  vi¬ 
gour,  to  do  all  manner  of  oiifchief,  even  to  the  (bedding 
of  innocent  blood.  {Prov.  i.  16.  and  Ifa.  lix.  7.) 

16  By  thefe  means,  wherefoeverthey  go,  they  fpread 
ruin  and  definition  in  all  their  paths ;  they  bring  death 
and  calamities  of  one  kind  or  other,  without  a  caufe, 
upon  the  heads  of  the  communities  and  perfons,  civil 
and  facred,  thcr  they  have  to  do  with  :  and,  at  laft,  up¬ 
on  their  own  heads,  as  the  juft  reward  of  their  iniquity. 
( Ifa. .  lix.  7.) 

17  And  fo  throughly  perrerfe  are  they  in  heart  and 
life,  that  they  are  Grangers  to  every  thing  that  tends  in 

then 
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oTpe*tbmtfc*7  ibeii  own  or  others  trueft  happinefs,  for  this  world  and 
■we  known.  the  next :  They  do  not  know  the  way  of  obtaining  peace 
with  God,  or  in  their  own  fouls ;  nor  of  promoting  the 
Wefliugs  of  folid  tranquility  and  fricndlhip  among  man¬ 
kind,  or  between  tbemfelves  arid  others,  (^i*»  lix.  8.) 

>s  There  it  no  18  Upon  the  whole,  as  David  juftly  concluded  in 

tar  or  God  be-  OWJ1  mind,  when  be  beheld  the  tranfgreffion  of  the 
o«  ctreye .  wjc|WJj>  (pjal.  xxxvi.  i.)  They  have  no  awful  holy  re? 

verence  of  God  in  their  hearts  ;  no  ferions  fenfe  of  hia 
divine  majefty  and  authority,  of  hts  ommfcience,  om- 
niprefence  and  omnipotence,  of  his  juftice,  boitnefs, 
and  goodnefs,  or  of  their  own  accountableneb  to  him  1 
no  fear  of  offending  him,  or  of  the  dreadful  confequencc 
of  it;  no  principle  of  real  religion  to  direft  their  views, 
and  to  reftrain  them  from  any  evil,  or  influence  them 
•unto  any  good.  This  is  the  deplorable  (late  of  the  Jev>st 
by  nature,  in  common  with  the  Gentiles. 
itNowwckn«w  19  Now  to  apply  all  that  has  been  in  filled  on  at 
ah»t  «h4i  things  ]3rge,  about  the  finfulnefs  of  Gentiles  and  Jews,  to  the 
™  chief  point  in  view,  with  which  we  fet  our,  chap,  i.  16, 

*  them  17.  We  know,  from  the  very  nature  and  reafon  of 
things,  that  wbatfoever  *  the  law  fpeaks,  in  a  way  of 

precept, 

NOTE. 

*  The  learned  Mr  LkU  obltrves,  that  quotations  are  mad*.  But,  (hough  I  woidd 
the  word  lew  (o  n>ur)  with  the  anicie  pre>  not  wholly  exclude  this  fenfe,  I  rather  incline 
fixed,  a«  it  is  twice  10  this  ?crlct  figuifies,  bp  to  undeHlatid  this  and  die  next  veric  as  the 
way  of  eminence,  tbt  Jaw  that  vu  given  to  winding  up  of  the  apofth’t  argument  in  the 
the  Jews  under  the  OJd  TcftaiPtnt ;  and  that  whole  of  the  foregoing  dltcourlc,  from  chap, 
the  wotd  without  the  ankle,  as  it  is  i.  rB.  to  prove,  that  both  Jews  and  GrwfiVcr* 

twice  in  tnc  neat  verfe,  there  G^ii£ci  law  ui  are  ell  under  ft and  that  the  whole  world  is 
which  extends  to  GindUs  as  well  u  become  jpa iltj  before  Gwf*  (dup*  iiL  p  t  p*) 
Jni'f,  But  ft  nee  the  next  verfe  is  an  infe-  Accordingly  it  is  fid:)  in  the  next  verfe*  not 
ren«  from  this,  if  the  word  Jaw  is  taken  la  that  no  Jewt^  hut  that  rtf  ft  fit  flail  be  jufiificd 
a  wider  fenfe  there  than  it  is  here,  the  ©oti-  if  the  deed*  of  the  law.  And  lb  the  hwt  in 
elution  is  mote  general,  and  &  ceuiaw  mare  tW  and  the  following  vo-ft,  ficcms  prnci* 
than  the  premtfes,  which  is  contrary  to  all  pally  to  mean  the  moral  Uww  aad  to  include 

i\ift  rules  of  mfontng,  [  therefore  appro*  the  remains  of  it,  that  were  found  in  thecmi* 
lend,  that  though,  when  there  is  nothing  in  feiences  of  the  GciUihtt  as  well  at  that  par* 
the  context  to  forbid  it,  the  ankle  often  tkutar  revelation  of  it  which  was  given  to 
gives  an  emphatis .  yet  in  thefe  two  tferfes,  ihc  Jews :  For  the  /nr  mentioned  in  the  vn~ 
the  fenfe  of  the  word  law  is  the  (ime,  whe*  mediately  preceding  verfes,  anJ  in  the  whole 
ther  the  ntirle  be  prefixed  to  it  or  not.  And  of  the  foregoing  dilcourfc,  to  which  the  dads 
that  very  critic*!  gentleman  hUnfeif,  without  or  wares  of  the  Jaw  are  here  oppufied,  were 
altcndtpg  to  this  diftiaftipn*  takes  the  word  tranfgrcjfions  of  ihe  moral  lav,  in  one  or  o* 
law  in  one  and  the  fame  fenfe,  chip.  jv»  13,  tber  of  thefic  con  fid  cm  ions  of  it  :  And  t^U 
14,  ij,  il  though  in  the  three  ftrft  of  thde  is  the  W  Uy  which  live  whole  world  iLuds 
verfc*,  it  U  put  without  the  article,  and  in  rw7fy  before  God,  ask  is  here  cxprcffed,  and 
the  Lft  with  it.  He  alto,  and  indeed  the  go-  by  wbkh  it  the  hiswledge  of  pi,  as  we  have  it, 
rerdiity  of  expositors,  make  the  verfe  before  chap,  vii  7.  ncitlur  of  which  could  be  falck 
us  to  refer  only  to  the  mediately  preceding  of  therr^mm^/ la*  ;  ch^it  tint  hejner  the  pro. 
verfes,  which  frt  out  the  natural  corruption  per  ndc  of  duty  and  fin,  and  jhc  Grxtllcs  ha- 
pirdnjUrly  of  the  Jews*  by  citations  fr^ra  %ing  nevvr  ken  under  the  revealed  law,  and* 
their  icriptures,  which  t peak  to  them;  and  hy  coufemicnce,  never  cap-hlo  of  being  con- 
aecorJiftgly  uoderfhnd  the  law  to  fignify  ihc  vifkd  as  guil-y  by  It,  N'^r  doth  U  kcni  vuy 
whcU;  of  the  Old  Tdrament,  including  the  clear,  tlut  wL^crier  the  Jaw  ftpt  It  ftp  m 
jftlm  and  the  $re*bc*z9  from  whence  thoic  r.v;  ?:r;  v.,V;r  i:t  :o  ihU  ciid}  ti-ii  c:*c^v 
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them  who  ire 
uu4cr  the  lew  ; 
that  every  mouth 
may  be  (topped 
and  all  the  world 
may  become  guil* 
tj  before  God. 


xv  Therefore 
hy  i  fie  derds  of 
llw  taw  there  ftiuJl 
no  lie!h  be  job 
tided 


precept,  conviction,  or  condemnation,  it  f»ys  to  its 
proper  fubjetts  that  are  under  it,  and  are  acquainted 
with  it,  and  bound  to  Hand  or  fall  by  it- whether  they 
be  Gentiles ,  as  it  is  made  known  by  the  light  of  nature 
to  them,  in  the  accufings  or  excufings  of  their  con¬ 
sciences,  and  in  their  knowledge  of  the  judgment  of 
God  again  ft  them  that  do  evil,  {chap.  i.  32.  and  »« 
14.)  i  or  whether  they  be  Jews,  as  the  law  is  more 
dearly  revealed  to  them  in  the  (captures  of  the  Old  I'ef- 
tament,  feveral  paffages  of  which  have  but  now  been 
produced  for  their  convi&ion,  as  dirc&ly  fpeaking  of 
them.  Whatever  the  moral  law  fays  to  either  of  thefs 
forts  of  people,  it  fays  to  them  fevefaily,  according  as, 
in  one  of  the  other  of  thefe  confederations,  they  are  un¬ 
der  it,  that  every  plea  of  righteoufnefs,  on  the  foot  of 
a  man’s  own  works,  may  be  (tlenced  and  confuted,  and 
he  may  have  nothing  to  fay  in  his  own  excufe,  wore 
God  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  feverity  again  It  him, 
of  what  nation  or  profeffion  forver  he  be  ;  and  that  the 
whole  world,  whatever  law  they  have  lived  under,  and 
particularly  the  Jems.  who  are  apt  to  boaft  of  ihdrown 
righteoufiiefs,  may  be  proved  and  foiccd  to  own  them- 
fdves  to  be  l ran fgre Hors  in  God’s  light.  They  all  arc 
under  a  juft  fentence  of  condemnation,  and  have  de- 
ferved,  and  are  legally  obnoxious  to  wrath,  and  to  be 
call  at  God’s  righteous  bar,  inflead  of  having  any  thing 
of  their  own  to  recommend  them  to  his  favour,  who 
has  dtchm!,  that  he  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty. 
(Exod,  xxxiv.  7.) 

20  I:  is  therefore  evident  from  all  this,  to  a  demnn- 
ftratioj),  that  by  perfonal  ohedience,  either  to  the  law 
of  nature,  or  to  the  revealed  law  *,  no  man  living  up¬ 
on 


N  O 

mptith  w y  Ac  anJ  A  rr  tpp.^oud 

nifty  befQjne  hyrt  Gt/J\  mihta  we  i-tm- 
Jider  ii  as  a  law*  which  GfKiih*  as  well  as 
'Jcvss  were  under*  However,  were  wc  to 
Ukc  iv  co  Gfiniiy  c.Ay  the  taw,  which  was  pe- 
eolith  gtaoi  to  the  Tif’srj,  sr-d  made 
iti  tbv  fbipiurcs  of  the  Old  TdLrviPt,  ilili 

the  wrrj  tW  ftvtral  of  the  realon*  bi:t 

fiou-  hinted,  rir'uft  hy  no  m^rs  he  excluded  : 
ArA  it  is  pHn  thar  msr.y*  at  !r*tt  of  the 
Jm-ft  expiated  to  be  hy  their  ohtvr* 

vatio*  of  the  *is  i¥t!l  zs  of  ihe  rctyi^s* 

j vUt  law  ;  Fur  rr-ott  of  :hc  inJlstices  of  tadi* 
U-Hs,  which  tin:  Phvrlfit  ptea-cd  for  !ita  juf* 
tifleathyn,  (J>cc  «v:ii*  ri.)  rrlattrd  in  the  wJ- 
d>  h-u* ;  ss  thet  W  trut  kw  , tit  rx/or^/.‘rt  /in 
uitf*S  tr.r  ;.?r  jhp 

w# ;  end  ita  raxrsc  toChrifl, 

of  the  piece  pit  iif  the  ir.cr.if  as  morty  ot 
lettciyijtftfi1/  UrLiiS&n.:  'fiTWgwxgferiJz? i, 


T  K  S. 

in  point  of  acccpunccwithG  wI(M  r-JhxlL^,) 

Upon  th*  whole  then,  when  the  apufHc 
fpeaks  ag.tinft  jafHEca’ion  by  the  -  »fhs  nf 
the  taw*  1  cannot  hot  thiv  kt  chat  it  *<  iu  he 
underwood  of  all  good  works,  nt  wh^*  v^nuc 
or  kmd  ioever,  u>  iho  cxHufioti  of  all  toaft- 
ihg,  (vcr.  17.)  Atid  ilii^  I  ukc  10  he  of 
gre^;  importance  for  a  due  ft'nce|*tio«  ot  the 
nature  ar.d  dcJign  of  his  aigumuiL  (Sec  nU 
Jo  the  note  on  chap.  vri.  4. 

*  Fft/h  is  hire  pul  for  fu^c,  asic  ;s  expref- 
frd,  P/aL  cxllii-P  x ,  Iron*  w  c^rc  this  is  quo¬ 
te  dj  and  ih<  apofllr  miglu  chub,  :n  thU 
place,  to  r.fc  the  [cm?  to  iniim^*c  tSc 
origin  J  corruption  of  humu",  fu*iiie,  hy  rra- 
foil  of  which  it  i i  ir.c .  piljlc  of  keep¬ 

ing  the  Uwf  jfctini-ng  to  ih^  :ci^c  in  «hU-h 
he,  after  our  Lord  himfcK,  t/jehn  iti,  6.)  of* 
t'.'i  urcs  1:  in  this  c pi  flic,  as  in  chap,  v-t.  $x 
:£j  tj,  and  chapt  viii<  t,  y,  t»%,  p,  xxt  13, 
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tllicd  in M* fight*  on  earth,  in  his  present  ftate  of  degeneracy,  c'afi  ever 
of  he  juflified  in  the  account-,  or  at  the  awful  tribunal  of 
fa.  *  the  all-feting,  hcart-fearchtng,  juft,  and  holy  God, 
whatever  he  may  (eem  to  be  in  his  own  eyes,  or  in  the 
opinion  of  other  men  :  For  the  law  is  fo  far  from  ac¬ 
quitting  any  of  its  fubjcQs  from  condemnation,  that, 
by  its  light,  purity,  and  authoiity,  they  are  convi£h*d 
as  tinners,  and  brought  to  fee  tbeiufelvcs  to  befo,  thro* 
their  want  of  conformity  to  amt  tranfgrelfions  of,  its 
holy,  juft,  and  good  commandments,  by  numberless 
fins  of  omiffion  and  of  commiflion,  in  thoughr,  word, 
and  deed,  for  every  one  of  which  the  Jaw  pronounces  a 
cur:?  upon  them,  {Gal.  iii.  10  )  How  then  is  itpoftible 
that  the  Jcv/t  any  more  than  the  Gentile^  or  that  any 
individual  of  mankind,  be  his  character  what  it  will, 
fhould  be  juftifiect  in  God’s  fight,  by  his  own  doings  in 
obedience  to  the  law  ? 


it  Btttnwthtf 
ri^htcirtjfotf*  of 
Cod  without  the 
h*  U  manlfcflal, 
bding  witnefledby 
(ht  law  and  zhu 
piOpbttSJ 


x\  Even  the 
r^tconfoeis  of 
Oy:!  is  hy 


21  But  though  every  door  of  hope  is  (hut  up  in  that 
way;  yet*  bldledbe  God,  the  fimier’s  cafe  is  net  def* 
perate;  another,  a  better,  and  a  fafer  door  is  now  o 
penedin  the  gofpeh  Here  is  a  clear  and  glorious  dif- 
covery  of  the  righteoufnefs  which  God  has  appointed 
and  provided*  accepts  and  bellows  for  juftincation,  and 
which  was  wrought  out  and  brought  in  by,  and  refides, 
as  in  its  original  fubjtft,  in.  the  eternal  Sou  of  God*  who 
is  himfdf  God;  but  which  never  was  fpnkcti  of,  hinted, 
or  provided  for*  by  the  moral  lawf  nor  U  ro  be  obtained 
by  cbedicncc  to  its  precepts,  cither  as  made  known  by 
the  light  of  nature  to  ihe  Ceri£iiesy  or  hy  revelation  to 
J/rael :  And  yet  it  is  plain  that  this  is  the  righteoufnefs, 
which  God  all  along  defigned  for  j unification,  feme 
notices  of  it  having  been  given  beforehand  in  the  types 
and  fliadows  of  the  ceremonial  lawt  delivered  by  Mcfcsy 
and  in  his  other  writings  iHrtihg  to  the  feed  cj  the  wq~ 
?natt,  that  jhouldhruife  tlx fer pent's  heady  {Gm  .iii.  15.) 
and  the  feed  of  Abraham,  in  whom  aft  nations  Jhotthi  be 
blcjjetti  (Ctoi'.ixu,  18,)  as  alfe  in  the  after-prophecies  t>F 
the  Old  Telia  mem,  recorded  by  other  iufpired  men, 
which  fpoke  of  him  as  the  Lord  our  Righteovfnrfs  ;  and 
the Lordt  in  whom  wc  have  rightrov/mfsf  and f halt  Ik  jzjii ft* 
ed ;  whole  name  is  Jehovah  our  Right eovfnrfs  ;  and  who 
Humid  bring  in  ei wfqftwg  right  eatjhefe)  {I fa*  :;Jv.  24, 
25.  Jer .  Jtxiii-  6*  .*nd  Da?:,  ix.  24-)  fe  that  to  him  cfee 
alt  the  prophets  wit  tiffed  thatp  through  its  rm?:ic,  who- 
foever  believes  in  bin?9jbaff  receive  remifeon  of  fens*  (.*Y7r 

**3.) 

22  By  this  right  roufiiefs  of  God,  I  do  nor  nic^n  the 


cfihntul  rgc&uds  of  the  div:  i*u  vj  nor  the  riithtC' 


c..i::c:s 
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ftith  of  JelW  oufiteb  of  any  mere  creature,  as  though  God  had  or- 
S'tJonJl.hem  dained  any  of  thefe  for  juftiecatton;  But  I  mean 1  the 
that  bdine:  for  mediatorial  furetifhip  nghreogfneisof  JefusChrm  God- 
there  is  do  differ-  man,  which  confifts  of  his  a&ive  and  pafiive  obedience 
ea"5  to  the  law,  in  the  room  and  ftead  of  tinners,  (wr.  24, 

25.  and  chap,  v  19.  and  x.  4,  fee  the  notes  there,  and 
on  chap.  i.  17.)  which,  for  its  tranfeendent  excellence  and 
glory,  as  writ  as  on  other  accounts,  may  be  (tyled  the 
rightcoufneft  of  God,  and  which  being  received  by  faith 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  is,  by  the  gracious  confutation  of  God 
in  the  gofpcl,  judicially  made  over,  reckoned,  impu¬ 
ted,  or  placed  to  the  account  of,  and  put  like  a  garment 
of  falvation  upon  every  one  that  believes  in  him,  of 
what  nation  or  character  foerer  he  he  :  For,  with  re- 
fpe£k  to  this  great  bleffing,  and  the  way  of  conveying  it, 
there  is  no  difference  between  Jem  and  Gcntiie ,  the 
greater  and  Idler  (inner,  or  the  weaker  and  dronger  be¬ 
liever  among  either  of  them  but  they  are  all  alike  e- 
qually  and  perfefUy  inter efted  in  it,  and  j  uflified  by  it, 
and  that  in  the  fame  way  of  believing,  as  they  all, 
one  as  well  as  another,  mull  be,  if  ever  they  are  laved. 
*3  For  *U  have  2  j  For,  as  has  been  (hewn  at  large  in  the  foregoing 

Sun  tiwtiwy  difeourfe,  Jems  as  well  as  Gentiles,  all  and  every  one 
«f  God;  of  both  thefe  forts  of  people,  as  finners  before  God,  and 

have  thereby  failed  of  and  become  incapable  of  attaining 
the  glory  of  his  holy  image  in  them,  the  glory  which 
they  ought  to  have  brought  to  him  ;  and  the  glory  of  a 
beatific  vifion  and  enjoyment  of  him;  and  fo  neither  of 
them  have  any  thing  of  their  own  to  glory  in,  as  a  re¬ 
commendation  of  them  to  his  acceptance,  but  mud  be 
entirely  beholden  for  it  to  his  rich  mercy,  through  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 

14  Btinfi  juiii-  24  Oije  as  well  as  the  other,  being  acquitted  from 
grace ^thwHigli  con(l cmn&tion9  and  intitled  to  eternal  life,  merely  by 
the  redemption  the  free  and  fovereign  favour  of  God,  as  its  original 
rh*ft*  elu*  mov‘n8  c*ufe  *»  without  any  defert  in  themfdvcs, 
r>  :  but  on  account,  and  in  virtue  of  that  righteoufnefs  of 

Chrift,  which  includes  an  infinitely  valuable  price  of 
redemption  :  a  price  that  was  paid  by  his  obedience  and 
fufterings  to  death,  for  them,  and  is  in  him  as  an  inex- 
baudibie  fund  of  merit  to  be  applied  to  them  :  And 

this 


NOTE. 


*  With  refpofl  to  God,  juft!  float  ion  u 
of  tnrrt  (t-wth  ragm}  and  with  re- 

ipeift  to  V,  it  ii  vifibnttr  wti/  i  >*or  freely 
(Jap  items  to  her  here  nfed,  not  ft>  ch 
to  li^ntiy,  that  it  is  a  /w.;'!/',  as  it  is  wll- 
d  ck*p.  v.  1 6.  and  ^  ii  lirono* 

Jy  included  in  iu  being  feid  :o  be  by  fc$grac€j 
V  to  ibev  th*£  It  is  vtaUtti  a  Cetsfi  in  us. 


there  being  nothing  in  ui  to  more  God  to  tt. 
Thi»t  anfwerable  to  the  Hebrew  word  (COT») 
it  U  rendered  by  the  Smwy  n- about 

ttaufty  Pfah  xxxv  T-  19-  and  and 

otir  l*oid  laid  of  his  enemies,  reftrrm*  to 
Pfvt.  XX  kx.  ip*  They  bated  nr  wit  HQ  VT  X 
Jcbux'f*  1J* 


Cb.nt*  7A*  Bpijtle  to  tit  Romans  paraphrafccL  381 


this  is  fully  confiftent  with  the  utmoft  freedom  of  his 
grace,  who  from  the  mere  propenfion  of  his  own  love, 
without  any  obligation  laid  upon  him,  admitted  of  this 
ran  Com  ;  yea,  appointed,  provided,  and  accepted  it  for 
them  ;  and  gratuitoufly  places  it  to  their  account,  and 
enables  them  to  receive  it  through  faith  in  his  Son. 

15  whom God  15  Whom  God  the  Father  has,  in  his  eter- 

hith  fet  forth  w  oal  counfels,  predetermined,  and  as  it  were  prefented 
trough0  fiith'  io  10  himfelf,  as  a  fit  mediator,  whom  he  delighted  in  j 
hi)  Wood,  t»  d«-  (1/a,  xlii.  1.)  whom  he  has  alfo  given  notices  of  be* 
ebre  hi*  tighte*  fore*hand  in  the  types,  fhadows,  and  prophecies  of  the 
reniflio/vf  fin*  Old  Teftament  j  and  has  how  exhibited  openly  in  his 
that  uc  p*n  $  incarnation,  and  propofed  in  the  gofpel,  as  a  propitia* 
through  the  for-  tory  facrifice ;  on  account  of  which  God  appears  on  % 
Win™* o  ,  J  that  finners  of  ail  nations  and 

chara&ers,  may  approach  him  with  humble  boldnefs, 
and  find  acceptance  with  him,  in  a  way  of  believing  on 
the  atoning  death  and  fufferings  of  Chrift :  His  end 
and  defign  in  all  which  is,  to  demonflrate 

the  glory  of  his  juftice  *,  together  with  the  perfeftion 
ot  the  Redeemer’s  righteoufnefs,  whereby  it  was  fattsfied, 
and  provifion  was  honourably  made  for  the  pardon  of 
the  fins  of  believing  Centifis ,  who,  through  the  pati- 
ence  of  God  toward  them,  have  been  fuffered  to  go  on 
in  their  trefpafles  a  great  while  *  and  alfo  for  the  reraif* 
lion  of  the  fins  of  thofe  believers  under  the  Old  Tefta- 
menr,  whom  in  his  great  long*fuffenng  he  bore  with, 
tn  view  of  what  Chrift,  as  their  Surety,  had  engaged, 
and  in  due  time  would  come  to  perform  in  a  way  of 
fatisfa&ion  for  them. 


t«  To  declare,  26  He  has  done  all  this,  I  fay,  to  difplay  now  in  the 
l  f<n,  at  thiidme  futnefs  of  time,  under  the  gofpeldifpenfation,  h is  own 
(tiHrt  might' be  e^cnt‘a^  reftitude,  and  its  righteous  demands*  as  well 
j-d/l,  andtheiuf.  as' the  juftifying  righteoufnefs  brought  in  by  Chrift, 
iitSer  of  him  which  he  has  appointed  and  accepts,  that  he  -might  few 
kjc'ius-  ,Cm  cufe  l^e  r*8^ts  kis  juftice,  as  well  as  fhew  forth  the 
riches  of  his  grace  ;  and  fo  might  advance  the  glory  of 
both  thefe  perfections,  with  an  entire  harmony,  in  his 
Juftifying  every  one  who  by  faith  receives  and  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  only  Saviour. 


NOTE. 


37  Since 


*  That  wb>ch  In  thi*  and  thenemt  verfe  i*  •  molV  uniform  idea  of  the  apofUe’t  ufe  of  thefe 
oilled  Ni  njlaw^i,  (/mmiwwi  avtv)  and  term*,  ip  other  pins  nf  thi*  tptflle.  (See 
in  the  former  part  of  chap.  x.  3.  the  rtf  Air*  the  note  on  vtr.  j.)  And  yet,  *s  the  other 
O-’/rr/i cf  Cu4,  (rw  Qiy  /itawrvx)  is  wider*  fcnle  her*  and  tn  chep.  x.  I.  it  very  conCft- 
(iood  by  many  good  interpreters  to  mein  the  ent  with,  and  iceim  to  add  ft  length  and  beau* 
if. jjppf  r', kln,ufntjs  ur  punUinc  jsfiict  nf  Gad,  fy  to  the  ajioftle’i  way  of  leafotiing  on  thi* 
a.itl  brothers;  that  right  eon  foefs  by  and  for  lublef),  I  have  included  both,  tewing  the 
utiifh  Gpjjxji'.fits  them  that  believe  in  Jefiit.  trader  to  chute  that  which  pirates  him  heft, 
The  kft  cf  thefe  feoies  teems  to  keep- up  the  viiiie  I  prefer  lire  firft. 
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1 7  'Where  is 

bnaftina'henf  ft 

k  excl'JcUd.  By 
whit  1a w  of 
work*  ?  N,iy  ; 
but  by  the  Liw  of 
frkh. 


*9  Therefore 
we  conclude*  that 
a  nun  is  juftifed 
by  faith  without 
the  deeds  of  the 
Lie, 


ip  ISf  if  the 
God  of  the  Jews 
only  ?  is  he  not 
alio  of  the  Gen- 
tilej  ?  Y.cs  of  the 
Gentiles  alfo: 


37  Since  therefore  all  are  Gnners,  and  none  are  par¬ 
doned  and  juftiiird,  un lei's  it  be.  merely  by  the  free 
grace  of  Gutl,  thru1  the  tighteoufnefs.  of  C;*nil  imputed 
to  them  in  a  way  of  believing;  What  room  is  there 
for  any  one*  and  particularly  for  any  Jew  that  has  ob¬ 
tained  mercy*  to  glory  in  himfeif,  and  defpife  others, 
as  if  his  acceptance  with  God  proceeded  from  bis  being 
more  worthy*  or  having  done  better  than  they?  there 
h  no  {hadow  of  pretence  for  any  thing  of  this  kind.  But 
by  what  *  doctrine  is  all  this  Unit  out?  Is  it  by  that 
which  mates  our  jcftifkanoii  to  dr  pend  upon  our  own 
good  works  ?  No*  by  no  meins;  for  that  would  puff  up 
our  pride,  and  nuke  us  aferibe  to  ourfclns  fotne  of  the 
honour  at  lead  which  is  only  due  to  God*  But  it  is 
utterly  excluded  by  that  doctrine,  which  refers  this 
great  bleifmg  entirely  and  alone  ro  the  free  grace  of 
God,  through  faith  in  the  rightcoufuefs  of  Chrift* 

28  Therefore*  upon  the  whole,  the  condo  {ion  is  clear 
and  ftrong*  and  ought  to  be  owned  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  humbling  of  the  firmer  at  his  foot*  (t  CV*  1.  29, 
30*  3*0  that  a  man*  of  what  nation  or  charafter  foever 
is  difeharged  from  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  is  ac¬ 
cepted  as  righ  ecus  before  God,  merely  thro1  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  received  hy  faith;  and  not  at 
all  by  his  own  performances  in  obedience  to  any  law  f, 
no,  not  to  the  law  of  Mofes  iifelf  in  any  view  of  it,  as 
the  righteoufnefs  that  in  titles  to  eternal  life* 

29  Is  God  then,  in  tbis  new  and  enlarged  difpenfa- 

tion  of  grace*  a  covenant  God  only  to  the  Jews,  as  he 
was  in  Old  Telia  men  t-ti  roes  ?  Has  he  not  now  taken 
the  Gentiles  likewife  into  a  covenant  of  laving  benefit, 
tho*  for  many  former  ages  they  were  not  hU  people  ? 
Yes  certainly*  he  is  now  as  much  the  God  *>1  all  grace 
to  believing  Gentiles  Jews*  He  is  alike  the  God  of 
both;  30  Since, 


*  Any  doctrine  of  God*  whether  coufift- 
ing  of  precepts  or  free  pr&j rJfis^  may  be  tlyl- 
«d  a  iat»  t  hccatifc,  upon  it?  being  made 
known*  it  binds  the  confcience,  hy  divine 
authority  to  receive  it;  and  when  it  retail  to 
the  gofpel  confliuttion,  it  Jets  out  the  order 
of  God’s  airings  in  a  way  of  grace  toward* 
us,  tugeiher  with  cur  obligations  to  aft  to¬ 
wards  mm  in  a  way  of  du:y.  Thiii  the  rerm 

lav  is  often  tiffed  in  a  lax  Jen  ft  for  the  whole 
of  God’s  revealed  will,  and  joniejime#  thief* 
iyt  or  at  tcaJt  inclutivtly,  w-th  rcf;ieft  to  his 
fromifis  and  the  j  aj  grace  ^  is  in  PJcL 
t.  1.  and  xix.  7.  and  xciv.  ra  aadcxix.  z9* 
T?j  £>*>  07-  JS*.  i"u  3.  and  iv.  a. 
And  it  feems  nafftiry  tt*  uidti^nd  it  in  one 
branch  of  this  vertfe,  as  b*tmyi«£  a  doctrine) 
of  pure  grace :  brent  fc  tfTar,  wbt:h  is  here 


t»t  law  of  works ;  and  is  loch  a  doftrine  as 
excludes  all  htKii'Ur.gi  neither  yf  which  i*  con* 
fiftent  with  the  fiippujiijuii  of  faith’s  bving  a 
good  work.  by,  and  for  the  prrfoimdncc  oF 
which,  in  nbcdwoc?  to  s  Uw,  we  st  intit  lei 
toctcrual  life :  Var  then  i:  be  tt  itrw  5/ 

t“*r£s,  and  would  leave  room  for  boalling. 
Vid  C?i w,  /Jrr*  and  Pifaf. 

t  Juflified  vritbavt  fa  Pf?:h  *F  the  law  evi- 
d cully  excludes  [com  jurltliraiiiui  nil  w*Tk$ 

of  ii)>ii:ei>ufoefs  in  J.1  :iry!.:w  WE iai* 

foevre :  Fm  then:  wovas  ii^uJ  E.npuj^d  ±11 
the  f»f  and  Oi^elUs^ 

which  the  apnule  hud  of  at 

large  in  this  a-  l  'he  r.yn  chap- 

ter-,  and  by  rca:  .0  i>f  wh:cli  liLr  ouocUidtd, 
vyr.  d^t  ip  the  &eti t  ef  the  1.i~m  k;  pf* 
fall  be ftfafi*  m  Gxi’i  ft&hu 


a. 
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p  Seeing  it  is 
(hk  CJ:ul 
ih A  juflify  the 
eircumdliuji  by 

filth,  and  undr- 
cev.cifiuu  tl’.ro* 
ftich. 


31  D*>  we  then 

irjtc  void  ihe 
hut-  thru*  faith  ? 
tiod  forbid ;  vei, 
we  cilabliih  the 
bw. 


30  Since,  according  to  a  prophecy  of  gofpeI-timest 
that  the  Lord  Jboutd  be  King  over  ait  the  earth%  and  in 
that  day  there  jhall  be  one  Lord%  and  his  name  one^  {Ztcb* 
xiv*  9.)  he  is  one  and  the  fume  Cod,  in  a  covenant  way* 
and  by  the  fame  means,  to  perfons  of  all  nations »  even 
that  God,  who  will  j  uflify  the  ctrcumciled  Jcv*  by  faith, 
and  the  uncircumcifcd  Oeittife  through  faith  %  by  and 
through  and  ji«)  in  this  cafe  meaning  one  and  the  fame 
thing :  So  thar,  as  was  fold  (ver.  22*)  there  is  no  na¬ 
tional  difference  as  to  rhe  perfons  whom  God  will  jut 
tify,  or  as  to  the  way  of  his  doing  it. 

31  Do  we  then,  as  feme  would  injuriouJly  fuggeft, 

invalidate  and  abrogate  *  the  moral  iavj%  or  fet  it  afide 
and  render  it  ufelefs  and  infignificam,  by  this  doctrine 
of  faith,  which  excludes  all  works  of  our  own  frerrreh* 
tring  into  our  juftjfication  in  God’s  fight?  No,  {?*?**- 
fT?)  far  be  it  from  us 3  we  abhor  the  thought.  Nay,  oq 
the  contrary,  tho*  we  renounce  it,  as  a  broken  cove¬ 
nant,  that  cannot  give  life,  on  account  of  our  own  per* 
fbnal  obedience  to  it,  which  is  fo  veiy  defe£Uve  ;  amt 
though  we  maintain  that  believers  are  delivered  from  its 
curfe  ;  yet  we  approve  of,  and  confirm  the  authority  of 
God  in  bis  law,  and  in  the  nrprefen  ration  a  it  makes  of 
his  holy  nature  and  will :  We  Jikewife  infill,  that  it  has 
been  highly  honoured  in  a  full  aufwer  to  all  its  demands, 
on  our  behalf,  by  that  glorious  rigbteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
in  which  we  believe  for  julUfication  ;  and  wc  regard  it 
Hill,  as  a  means,  in  the  hand  of  the  tSptrir,  of,  convin¬ 
cing  us  of  fin,  and  of  our  need  of  this  peifeftrightcout 
nefs,  and  as  a  complete,  unchangeable  and  obligatory 
rule  for  life,  for  a  fpirtual  and  holy  obedience  to  which, 
as  fuch,  rhe  molt  tflettual  motives  and  a  {finances  are 
afforded,  by  the  grace  of  the  gol'pel,  to  them  that'  be¬ 
lieve:  Andfo  in  t  very  valuable  confiderat ion  we  through- 
ly^tbibbfh 'he  moral  law,  and  make  it  ftand  in 

full  force,  by  the  doEtrine  of  juIUficatioii  alone  through 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


It  is  a  great  privilege  to  enjoy  the  word  and  ordinances  of  divine  appointment, 
and  yet  exceeding  dangerous  to  reft  in  the  in  ;  But  how  much  foever  fome  may 
pervevt  and  abufe  them,  they  fball  Lave  fa  vi  rift  effects  on  thofe  that  belong  to  God, 
who  may  be  entirely  depended  upon*  a<t  one*;  mgcnbly  faithful  and  true,  and  will 
one  d.iy  appear  to  be  fn,  though  all  mankind  Ihjuld  prove  to  he  kirs,  and  tio  con¬ 
fidence  could  be  placed  hi  them,— Uow  do  feripture  and  experience  witnef?:  to  the 

umverful 


NOTE. 


*  Tit  plain  t(p  tnc  that  the  taw  herein-  on  ver*  ap.)  and  ih :  ctffjrcswt  lav*  was  dr* 
tended  is  the  wrt/  /am,  ai  an  denial  rule  iivtjcJ  to  be  aboii -ltd 7  ra:h#r  thsn 
of  rig'uoorovfi,  beta  life  of  that  die  apoftlc  tv  ■  he  as  the  \a-&\  un  l't  the  notify 

ehieflv  difconriing  in  tbc  id  a  covviuae  of  \»hh  it.*  puiuhv,  *ifo 

pirt  of  the  foregoing  contest,  (fee  i::c  note  uns# 
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umverftl  depmity  of  the  whole  human  race  !  All,  in  their  fallen  fiite  of  nature, 
are  under  the  guilt  and  power  of  fin :  It  (hews  i tftlf  under  various  forms.  In  the 
thoughts  of  the  heart,  the  words  of  the  lips,  and  the  adions  of  t1>e  life ;  in  an 
eftrangement  from  God,  and  an  injurious  behaviour  toward  men!  arvl  in  unpiti* 
fitabteaod  dcftmltive  courfes  to  ourfrlves,  as  well  as  others;  So  that  all  have  fin¬ 
ned  and  come  fliort  nf  the  glory  of  God ;  and  there  is  none  righteous*  none  that 
has  the  true  fear  of  God,  or  that  doth  good,  as  of  himfelf,  and  without  deficit, 
bo>  not  one.  O  whofe  mouth  tmift  not  be  topped,  that  reads  bis  guilt  and  depra¬ 
vity  in  the  light  of  God's  law,  by  which  is  the  knowledge  of  fin  1  And  how  dear 
mull  the  evidence  be  to  fuch  a  man's  confide?  cc,  that  by  the  deeds  of  the  moral 
law  itfclf*  he  never  can  be  j unified  in  the  fight  of  God*  But  how  glorious  and 
complete  is  the  rightfoufneft  of  Chrift,  which  is  revealed,  and  proposed  to  our 
acceptance,  in  the  gofpd !  Its  infinite  dignity  and  writ- ptcafingtiefs  to  God,  as 
the  rightcoufod*  of  a  divine  furety,  and  asanfwerabteto  all  the  demands  ofjaw 
and  jultice,  put  an  exceeding  glory  upon  it,  and  render  it  juft  fucb  a  rigbteauf* 
nefi  is  we  need  to  recommend  us  to  the  favour  of  God ;  it  includes  the  atonc- 
leent  of  fin,  and  a  free  pardon  to  the  believing  (inner  on  its  account  ?  and  fa  the 
foundation  of  a  throne  of  grace -for  fucb  to  apply  to,  with  holy  freedom  and  ac* 
ceptanct :  And  the  wltneft  given  to  it  in  the  Old  Tefi ament,  together  with  the 
plainer  difeoveries  of  the  New,  arc  fuflicient  to  embolden  our  faith  and  humble 
dependence  upon  it,  whatever  our  iniquities,  or  our  throning  and  difcoun- 
cincumftances  have  been.  How  fwectly  do  jofticc  and  grace  harmonize  in  a 
jollification,  through  the  redemption  that  fa  in  Chrift  Jcfusl  And  bowextenfive 
is  the  grace  of  the  goipel !  It  reaches  to  greater  and  Itffer  finnen,  of  the  Gentihit 
as  well  as  of  the  Jew;  The  fame  God  is  a  covenant  God  to  one  as  well  as  ano¬ 
ther  and  the  fame  way  of  juftificarion  is  open  to  both,  not  by  any  worts  of 
their  own,  but  entirely  and  alone  through  faith  is  the  righteoufhefa  of  Chrift, 
which  in  made  over  by  gracious  imputation  to  every  true  believer,  for  the  remiT- 
Son  of  p*ft  fins,  and  for  the  continuance  df  his  fate  of  favour  with  God,  as  it 
fa  abidingly  and  cverkftingly  upon  all  fneb,  without  difference.  How  concerned 
then  fhould  we  be  to  receive  this  rigbtcowfiief*  by  faith,  that  we  may  (band  ac¬ 
cepted  in  the  Beloved  ;xnd  to  know  the  grace  of  God  in  truth/  that  we  may 
live  under  its  powerful  influence,  and  may  prafticatty  ftiew.tbat  it  doth  not  lead 
to  Kcentioufoefs,  nor  will  fuffer  us,  on  any  confideration  whatsoever,  to  do  evil 
that  good  may  come!  Wbifc  therefore  we  humbly  renounce-all  imft  and  confidence 
In  ourfelves,  and  glory  only  in  the  Lord,  How  careful  and  contentious  fhould 
wc  be,  to  obfcrve  the  law  of  our  creation,  as  an  unchangeable  rule  of  life,  and 
to  improve  the  grace  of  the  gofpd,  for  exciting  and  enabling  us  to  yield  an  un¬ 
feigned  and  impartial  obedience  to  the  moral  Uw !  Upon  the  whole.  How  ground- 
ids  andunreafonabEe,  how  unjuft  and  difboaourable,  arc  all  c avals  again  ft  the 
veracity p  holinefs,  and  rightcoufnefs  of  God,  and  the  freenefa  of  bis  grace,  ra 
the  jufttficatioo  of  every  one  that  believes  in  Jefusl 


CHAP,  IV, 

doEfrine  of  jujlijuation  h  faith$  as  pertaining  to  tie  Gentiles  as 
wiles  Jews,  it  further  iuuft rated  by  fhe  cafe  of  Abraham,  Htbcfe 
faith  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteoufnefs  befort  he  Tuay  drcumcifed^ 
I 1 2  j  He  received  the  prmife for  hhnfeif  end  bis  feed)  through  the 
right  ewfnefs  of  faith  f  33,-22*  And  w  are  jujlified  in  the  fame 
tvzijr  of  believing  as  he  wasf  23^—25, 

Text.  PARAPHRASE. 

■^Hii  Cull  «  yF  fa  be  true,  as  bus  been  obfrryed,  {chap.  Hi,  37,  28 , J 
^  that  a  man  is  jujiified  by  faith  v/iffavt  the  deeds  <f  the 
I#tof  and  to  there  &no  room  fox  any  one's  boafingy  or 

gforjag 


Cl).  ir«  The  Epijlfe  t$  the  Romans  psrapBra/ei  aftg 


Abraham  our  /a-  glorying  in  himfelf,  What  {hall  we  tViinlc  of  the  cafe  of 
ihcr,« pertaining  Abrabam,  that  renowned  father  of  the  faithful,  from 
found’  whom  we  Jrw j  derive  our  pedigree,  ami  our  honour* 

according  to  the  fleftj  *  ?  Some  of  you  will  fay.  Had 
that  eminent  faint,  and  fervant,  and  friend  of  God  no 
caufe  of  glorying  in  his  piety  and  holiuefs,  which  were 
fignified  by  his  being  circumcifed  in  the  flefh,  ai.ti 
which  put  fuch  a  luftre  upon  his  char  after  in  the  eyfs 
of  all  men-?  Cm  it  be  denied,  that  fuch  an  one  as  hi 
plight  jufliy  take  fome  honour  to  himfelf  ? 

,  Forif  Ab™*  2  For  if  this  great  and  good  man,  Abraham,  found 
ham wcTejattified  acceptance  by,  and  on  account  of  his  remarkably  holy 
by  work*,  b*  hath  wor|[,(  with  the  addition  of  circumcifion,  he  mult 
ZTUI&  needs  have  had  a  proper  occrfion  for  glorying  in  his 
God.  high  attainments,  the  caufe  of  his  juit  licjrion  being,  in 

himfelf  f.— But  to  any  fuch  fuggeflioti,  I  anfwer,  He 
in  reality  was  not  juftified  by  works  before  God  ;  and 
fo,  not  with  (landing  all  his  duties  of  obedience  and  ex¬ 
ternal  privileges,  he  had  no  room  ro  be  proud  ;  nor  did 
he  glory  in  the  prefence,  or  vaunt  himfelf  :n  the  fight 
of  the  great  and  holy  God,  as  though  he  were  worthy 
of  his  favour  ;  as  plainly  appeal s  from  what  is  recorded 
in  the  facred  oracles  them  I'd  ves  about  him. 

1  r*  *1)»‘  3  For  what  doth  the  feripture  fay  with  relation  to 

ttire ! *  Abraham  this  very  initance  ?  Why,  it  tells  us  that  this  famous  A- 
btbmd God, sod  brabam  believed  in  the  promifes  which  God  gave  him 
h  of  the  Mefhah,  as  his  feed,  in  wAew  all  thej.mUies  '/ 
the  earth  Jbsuhl  be  biejfed,  {Gen.  xii.  3.  and  xv  5,  6.) 
and  that  J  which  lie  believed  concerning  the  pro  mi  fed 

feed 


NOT 

1  Al  fititti JOfJTf  i\>  the  fic ft t  (neXTX 
may  refer eh  her n> Abrahams  being  the  father 
of  the  Jews  accoiding  to  the  fkfh  ■,  or  rather 
to  what  advantage  he  hinml'lf  had  found  by 
being  citromcifed  in  the  flofb,  and  appearing 
remarkably  holy  before  men. 

t  f  tike  the  former  part  of  this  vrrfc  to 
continue  the  words  of* the  objectors,  reen¬ 
force  their  argument ;  and  what  follows  m 
the  dote  of  the  verfe,  to  be  the  beginning  of 
the  ipoftle's  reply,  in  confusion  of  It. 

J  ft  U  do  uncommon  tiling  in  feripture,  to 
put  the  aft  for  the  especially  with  re¬ 
gard  to  fmth  and  Thar  h»fc  (iguifies 

ihe  dj/Vfl  of  hope,  Jer*  xiv,  8.  l  Tim,  i.  i. 
#Ad  Htb*  vi.  tfl+  And  faith  is  often  put  for 
the  cbjedy  or  4$Bnn<  of  f*kh,  or  that  which 
\i  believed  in;  as  whea  ir  is  laid,  Ptrvtpre&b” 
ed  tie  faith  Ttrhkk  wee  Ac  defircudt  (GgL  i. 
13,)  and  Ftiix  heard  him  ttmceniutg  lie  faith 
%f  Christ  {Aft*  KJciv.A4*);iud  when  the  to  ip- 
lure  fpeaks  of  and  C0#t4Jt&*g  far  the 

fMh,  and  h/difl*  tfct  mjjlery  of  faiths  and  the 
'iike.  Ami  that  this  i$  the  ferie  in  which  wc 
Vo;.*  ill  t 


E  5* 

are  to  under  (land  the  apoflfc.  when  he  fay  c 
here,  and  ver,  j,  rtur  Abraham's  Mtvh'** 
and  his  fdth9  were  mumci  O4-  ri^hteAufuc*Tt 
vppe  irs  from  hs  being  oppoftJ  to  our  * 
at  id  from  the  rew&di  being  rrth/nt^  of 
axd  t;?t  ;■/  facf,  Whrrws  thr  act  of  faith  i:- 
ftif  is  as  much  a  as  any  other  duty 
commanded  in  the  moral  law,  and  wc-e 
to  be  rtthvcd  tu  m  fer  the  rv- 

ward  in  jutlifylf'g  us  would  lie  a  debt  due  t*i 
us,  cd  account  of  our  having  performed  ;hat 
work,  as  a  fervant’s  wages  h  tor  luvin^  dn^e 
Ins  uudtu/s  huftnefs.  And  if  cnmp:irc 
what  is  fatd  of  Abraham's  faith  in  tJie  fol¬ 
lowing  parts  of  this  clupicr,  with  st't. 
j,,  and  xv.  f,  6 .  and  xxih  18,  wiwrfr  tr  e 
of  it  is  further  r.xphined,  we  fttali  S.i-l 
that  hU  fahh  had  a  reference  ro  Chrift, 
pnuntled  Iced,  and  to  Ih.Aild  be  done  hy 
him,  that  *l\  furious  mi^hf  bCblcftcd  in  him  : 
For  Abraham  fnv  Chri/i* j  dev,  nod  I'ct  w'ru, 
(  J*ha vin.  j  6.)  A  nd  what  is  here  called 
feeing  impiHed',  or  coumc^  f.>r  rightonilh^is, 
h  in  the  next  chapter,  (Viav  p,  10, 
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it  was  counted 
unn  him  for 
rigbttoufiicfsL 


feed,  was  gracioufly  transferred  to  his  account,  or  made 
over,  or  imputed  to  him,  for  righteoufnefs,  as  if  he 
him  felt  had  done  and  iuffered  what  the  Meffiah,  in 
whom  he  believed,  was  to  fulfil  ip  his  room  and  (teach 


4  tfovtoMm  4  Now,  to  argue  a  little  upon  this  inftance,  Is  it  to 
tji*r  uorfc^h  u  be  obfei'ved>  that  to  the  perfon,  who  performs  any 
rakuiiftiof  gr«e  work*  to  Grille  him  to  tilvation,  and  obtains  if  on  that 
but  ot  dd>L  account,  which  was  not  the  cafe  of  Abrabamy  the  re¬ 
ward  of  bang  accepted  and  finally  fared,  is,  indeed, 
to  fuch  an  one,  properly  accounted,  not  a  point  of  fa* 
vour,  and  a  gift  of  mere  grace;  but  a  matter  of  debt, 
as  what  he  has  a  juft  claim  to,  on  the  foot  of  work,  and 
wages  due  for  it* 

s  But  to  him  j  But,  0J1  the  contrary,  to  the  perfon  who,  though 
lurc  Micvcth"™  he  make*  confidence  of  every  duty,  has  no  opinion  of 
him tha'pfttfcth  his  own  ability*  or  merit;  nor  goes  about  to  perform, 
thr  ungodly,  his  plead,  or  reft  upon  any  works  of  obedience,  with  this 
¥itfW  and  rfefign*  th,t  he  may  obtain  juftification  by 
them  ;  but  who,  on  the  other  hand,  under  a  humble 
fenfe  ot  his  own  utter  inefficiency,  un wort hinefe,  and 
ill  deferts,  gives  credit  to,  and  depends  upon,  the  faith¬ 
ful  word  and  free  promtfc  of  God,  who,  through  and 
on  account  of  the  right  ecnifnete  of  Jefus  Chrift,  graci* 
oufty  acquits,  and  accepts  him  *  that  was,  and  faw 
himfelf  10  be  a  vile  finner,  under  a  juft  fentence  of  con¬ 
demnation;  the  objeft  of  this  man’s  faith,  or  that 
which  he  fees,  and  is  perfuaded  vS$  in  the  promife, 
and  embraces  for  his  acceptance  with  God,  is  reckon¬ 
ed  or  imputed  to  him  for  juftification,  as  if  he  himfelf 
had  perfectly  fulfilled  iht  law.  And  this  was  Abraham’s 
cafe,  who  had  been  an  ungodly  perfon,  or  an  idola¬ 
trous  heathen,  ***£*)  till  God  called  him  by  his 
grace,  and  freely  juftified  him,  through  faith  in  the 
pronrifed  feed. 


N  o 

:x*  13,  ipO  ^Ucdt  bring  /B/hjfferf by  Cbnft's 
and  retoxdfed  &  GW  by  iht  hath  of  ds 
*V?u,  b\  what*  Tt-^  ba  re  Tti&Txd  the  tttwmat/t 
and  the  righ/ttufnefs  of  Chnjf j  ppw  at 

HhSo  juffteafion^  and  bring  w*£t  T>r  con 
fHiurcd  rgktca as  by  lb  vutdiem  t\  See  rifit 
the  r\(vtcs  mt  vc r,  *4  >nd  chap.  L  ifi  An  \ 
that  (lie  atoning  rightcowfnrfsof  Chrift  feouid 
be  accru'd  Jo r,  or  imputed  id  ns,  through 
fait  1 1  In  him,  is  a  molt  natural  thought,  if 
vet  co  [i  flit  it  that  the  typical  fecrifia:*  were 
fpoken  of,  a?  accepted  for  t  oxu npultd  to  the 
offerer*,  to  jtibU  aioctmcnf  fir  tr/mt  nr  not, 
according  a*  ;hcy  were*  or  were  not  prelect¬ 
ed  to  G<*J,  in  the  way  of  his  appointment, 
ZrtV*  i,  4,  and  viL  J O  +  and  lxii, 

*  2/w  u/?*oJiy  here  relates,  not  to  wW  a 


man  continues  to  be  after  his  juft  ilicat  ion  ; 
but  to  what  he  was,  and  was  deemed  to  he 
before  u :  For  thf-ujh  fin  afterwards  retnaiutj 
it  doth  not  reign  In  him ;  and  his  firing  juf- 
rified  alters  hi*  fate  and  chinfter,  as  it  did 
Abrobam'si  who  wk  before  a  GmflVr,  and 
whom,  as  Mr  Lotic  obferves,  the  apofife  here 
point*  to  He  U  then  no  longer  coivucd  utt~ 
gcAIyy  but  Tight&vt ;  betaufe  of  (be  no’a-im- 
potation  of  im,  and  the  imputation  of  the 
rightcoufaeft  of  Clirft  to  him,  vet*  tf,  S. } 
For  it  L  not  feid  his  faith  is  hh  righteoufnefF, 
but  at  fiKaiorJ»r)  it  ip  jmpuicd, 

as  to  be  unto  his  i>h:a;ning  a  juflifyihg  righ- 
rcoufhcfc,  (cbitp.  x,  4,  tojthough  not  fiy  his 
vva  works,  as  tho  eootcxi  plxitriy  fhews. 


.a.  iv. 
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<  t»«i  bDj*  ■  6,  t  And  all  this  well  agrees  with  the  account  which 

'the  b tX^via,  {^c  man  after  God’s  own  heart,  has  given  in 
tbc  man  unto  hi?  description  of  that  man's  happincGs,  ro  whom  God 
whom  God  im-  reckons  and  makes  over  righteoofneb  for  this  purpofe, 
Mtfceft  wfthout  w*tk°ut  leaft  confideiation  of  his  own  good  works, 
Tturks,  ai  any  ingredient  in  his  j  unification  %  ami  without 

t  Sajiag,  BW-  charging  upon  him  his  mi  (deeds,  as  any  bar  to  it,  fay- 

i“g»  un,der  a  d«p  che  cvil  °j  fin»  7^^ anJ 

piren.Budtfhofc  ibey  only*  among  all  the  degenerate  ions  of  men,  are 
(d;  ire  covered,  truly  and  throughly  bkffed*  who*  though  they  are*  ami 
muff  owq  thcmfdvrs  to  be  tinners*  have  found  favour 
with  God  unto  the  freeforgiyenefs  of  alt  their  tranftivef* 
turns**  which  are  both  offences  and  debts;  and  whole 
odious  crimes*  which  the  holy  God  cannot  but  abhor* 
are  hid  from  his  rimli&ive  eye  :hSo  that  though  rhm 
iniquities  are*  in  their  own  nature*  as  vile  and  abomi¬ 
nable  as  ever,,  yet  he  blots  or  ftrikes  them  out  of  their 
account*  (P/aL  ii-  p.)  by  the  blood*  and  covers  Them 
with  the  righteoufnds  of  Chrilt:  He  doth  no titlark  them* 
to  as  to  enter  intojudgment  with  them  on  that  fcore,  ( PfaL 
cxir.,  3*  4«  and  cxliiL  2.)  but  cqfls  them  all  behind  his 
tacky  and  as  infs  the  depth  of  the  fe*y  ( Ifa .  xxxYiii.  17* 
and  Mk+  vii  19.  that  they  may  be  buried  in  evalafting 
oblivion,  (Jfa*  xliii*  2J.  and  He b,  viti  12.) 
a  Bleflcduthe  8  That  man  is  happy  indeed*  all  bie (Tings  are  entail* 

haQtowhom  the  upon  him,  who,  though  the  guilt  of  his  iniquities  has 

pmeQa*  noUm*  deferved  divine  wrath*  bound  him  over*  ami  rendered 
him  obnoxious  to  it,  according  to  the  curfe  of  the  Ijwj 
((jW*  iii.  10.)  yet  God  will  not  condemn  him  for  it ; 
the  Redeemer's  righteoufnefs,  in  (lead  of  his  own  fm* 
being  placed  to  his  account*  by  a  gracious  and  judicial 
ad  of  that  God  who  alone  can  forgive  and  juftify, 
(Luke  v.  21-  and  Rom*  vm  33.) 

9  Cviutb  rhb  p  Now  the  great  quefiicm  is*  whether  this  blefied 
privilege  of  free  pat  don,  and  acceptance  with  God,  a- 
.iiionaw/jr,  orup-  lone  through  faith,  belongs  to  the  Jews  only,  who 
on  the  unorcum*  have  had  the  advantage  of  ciicumcilion ;  or  to  the  Gta - 
fipSwfairh «a$  a^°*  w^°  never  came  under  that  ordinance ?  For 

redujQ-  I  have  already  intimated,  (ver,  3.  fee  the  note  there) 

that 


NOTE. 

*  In  this  and  the  next^verfe,  which  are  itoafxtfs  is  foppoferf,  or  implied,  as  th* 
quoted  at  David's  words,  the  tpoftte  men*  ground  of  forgiven efs,  «*rof  the  iwni'inipi. 
lions  only  God#*  pardoning  grace,  under  the  mien  of  fin  :  For  imfviijrg  rtghtftfffirft  r/i- 
nnlions  of  his  forgiving  fin,  as  a  debt  and  an  dftiily  include?  fid?,  though  it  is  niora  lh;m 
oflcncc;  of  it,  as  an  odious  do-  barely  jot  imfo&ittgjiB*  And,  unkfs  we  t-icc 

furnmy  ;  and  of  his  not  imputing  it,  as  a  Jaw  in  this  thought,  ihc  apoltlc*$  resigning  fcvii.* 
obligation  to  ptiiiifhincEtt.  And  tlXTcforc  not  very  cJ&ir  from  the  Imputation  <rf  ri^n- 
urhen  the  apoftlc  calls  this,  f  vcr.  <J*)  DjrhTs  teoufnc&  ia  tile  cafe  of  Ahtu^t jh,  to  the  non* 
deferibirg  the  bhjfiixtfs  i >f  lie  *hw  to  whom  imputation  oX  fin,  in  Davit?  *  account  oi 
Gid  imputes  ngi^troufurfs  Mitrkiy  he  blc^dncfs. 

plainly  ifttinjalCij  that  an  Imfute&on  of  r:gh~  U  b  i 
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icrkmicH  to  a-  that  the  obje£i  of  Abrah<un} s  faith,  as  it  terminated  up* 
,^'1  on  •'hat  i  he  promt  fed  Meffiah  flioulil  do,  that  ail  na- 
lions  might  be  bit  fled,  was  fet  over  to  him,  that  he 
might  be  deemed  and  dealt  with  as  righteous  on  its 


to  How  wat  it 
then  reasoned 
when  he  wa s  in 
drcemciliOR,  or 
in  irntircuiuciG- 
on?  not  in  cir- 
cu’itrmrm,  hni  in 
undicumdfioir 


it  Ana  he  re¬ 
ceived  rhe  fiin  of 
■r  * 

pmumcilinn  *  a 

Jbal  of  the  rifch* 
of  the 
latch  which  he  bad 
\irt  heinfc  pticir- 
ciimciJcd:  t  h  it  he 
might  be  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  all  them 
that  believe  t 
though  they  be 
not  rifonndlcft: 
t  haii  ji;>h(coufnds 
might  be  imputed 
mao  them  alfo: 


account, 

10  Weil  then,  at  what  time,  and  in  what  cncum- 
flancts,  was  it  thus  imputed  to  him?  Was  it  after,  or 
before  he  was  circumcifcd  ?  it  certainly  was  not  after, 
hut  a  great  while*,  at  leaft  fourteen  years,  before; 
and  therefore  this  favour  was  not  annexed  to  circumci- 
fion  ;  but  the  uncircumcifed  Gentiles  are  as  capable  of 
it  as  the  circumcifcd  Jews  themfeivts. 

11  And  Abraham  being  in  this  manner  juftified,  up¬ 
on  his  fir  It  believing;  it  is  plain  that  his,  and  his  fa¬ 
mily's  being  circumcifcd,  many  years  afterwards,  was 
fo  far  from  being  the  caufe,  or  reafon,  of  his  juftifica* 
tion,  that  it  was  only  a  fign  of  the  original  corruption 
of  human  nature,  and  of  the  interna!  circumcifion  of 
the  heart ;  as  alio  of  the  gracious  and  vtfible  diftinction 
God  had  made  of  him  and  his  feed  from  all  other  na¬ 
tions,  and  of  his  having  brought  him,  together  with 
his  offspring,  into  the  bond  of  the  covenant:  And  it 
was  fuch  a  fign,  as  was  alio  an  external,  in  diluted  feal  f, 
not  only  for  the  confirmation  of  God’s  promifes  to  him 
ami  his  feed,  and  of  their  obligations  to  be  the  Lord’s; 
hut  liltcwrfc  to  allure  him  of  his  being  already  a  real 
pamker  of  that  righreoufnefs  of  faith  which  was  im¬ 
puted  to  him  white  he  was  in  the  uncircumcifeti  (late 
of  Gmtilijm  :  And  this  was  ordered,  in  the  infinite  wit- 
dom  of  God,  to  the  end  that  he,  as  an  eminent  belie¬ 
ver,  with  whom  God’s  covenant  was  made  cxprefsly  for 
himfelf  and  his  feed,  might  he  a  noble  pattern  of  faith, 
and  of  juflificarion  in  a  way  of  believing  5  and  that  he, 
as  the  father  of  the  faithful,  in  whomt  and  in  whofe 
fttdy  nil  nations  were  to  be  btejfcdj  might  be  the  means 
of  conveying  fpintua)  benefits  4to  all  that  fliould  after¬ 
wards,  in  imitation  of  him,  believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus 

Chrilt, 


*  Tfetuacl  was  ^oncci red  after  Alraham  had 
rh;  piroiuii'e  of  a  feed,  *r.d  tidievtit  in  the 
l-  irci,  who  counted  it  to  him  for  r;gfi!c‘>ivf. 
nefi,  as  appear*;  from  C/m.  ay.  compa¬ 
r'd  with  chap,  xvi-  4,  II  an:i  ifetnari  was 
thirteen  years  cLi  when,  upon  tbc  uitti-otfcm 
of  ciramirAnij  Abraham  he  were  cif* 
cii-ncilcrt,  Gtr.  xvil  itf.  And  it>  being 
fjid,  that  Afottb-Vv  received  the  fign  tf  dream- 
**  fertl  &t  the  rifchtfQttftirft  cf  tit  fath 
ir  .iH't:  fa  b*id  fa-'ig  yrt  fntw*t 

th-ii  the  'Covenant  made  with  him,  OVj*,  xvii. 
iir  lor  JubiUiicc  at-  lod;  the  GoiC 


TBS* 

with  that  in  Gen.  xii.  a*  3  an 4  vv*  J1  tf. 
For  dretf  mci&on  was  a  Teal  of  tta  righfeottf- 
ticfs  of  Hie  lahh  which  hehad  in  the  pxn- 
irifc  of  :he  McHiah  made  to  him,  and  w  hieii 
counted  to  him  for  righieouliiefs,  before 
he  eircnrmciled. 

f  A  feat  ttf  the  nghltmfnfjs  of  faith  car¬ 
rier  <1  plain  intimation,  thjt  the  covenant,  of 
which  drcnmdfion  wss  the  and  fedl, 
the  covenant  of  gr.;e<  :  F-ir  the  righmafHfj* 
of  forth  unto  juft jfio.twTi,  which  rircuircilwrt 
was  the  feat  of*  can  belong  10  no  other  covC' 

OWr 


air. 
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Chrift,  though  they  be  Gentiles,  who  never  were  cir- 
cutnctfcd  in  the  flefli}  that  the  righteoufiiefs  of  Chnft 
might  jlfo  be  made  over  to  them,  by  gracious  imputa¬ 
tion  through  faith,  as  it  was  to  him,  while  be  remain¬ 
ed  uncircumcifed. 

uAndthcfi-  .ii  God’s  end  herein  alfo  was,  that  Abraham  might 
c-ratoihcm  who  be,  like  manner,  a  fpi ritual  father  to  the  Jews ;  not 
u<  not  of  the  dr-  indeed  to  the  whole  nation  of  them  that  are  only 
camdilon  only,  circumcifed  in  the  flefh,  as  his  natural  pcftcrity ;  bur  to 
the  ik-ps  of  that  kch  °f  them  as  “re  likewife  his  fpiritual  children,  that 
faith  of  oar  f«h«T  follow  his  example  in  the  fame  kind  of  faith,  for  fub- 
-thrcham,  which  ftmee,  which  he  was  pan  alter  of,  while  he  yet  com  i- 
uod«onidfed/rt  nue^  an  uncircumcifed  Gentile.  This  clearly  th-.wa, 
for  the  humbling  of  the  Jew,  anti  encouraging  of  the 
Gentile,  that  what  God  did  in  freely  pardoning  and  juf* 
tifying  Abraham ,  through  faith,  was  a  ft  triple  of  what 
he  would  do,  under  the  gofpel-difpcofrtion,  in  accep¬ 
ting  heathens  as  well  as  Jews,  that  Humid  believe  in  Je- 
fus:  For  they,  which  be  of  faith,  arc  bleflJ  with  faith¬ 
ful  Abraham ;  and  as  Jews  ant!  Greeks  are  all  one  in 
Chrijl  Jefus,  fo  they  that  be  Cbrifi’t  are  Abrah  .rn’r 
feed ,  and  heirs  according  to  the  pramife.  (Gal.  iii.  9  28, 
29.) 

m’*fe  F0Vh«PIhe  *3  ^or  the  great  promife  which  God  made  to  Abra- 
fsoaldiw the  hdr  ham,  that  he  fhould  be  the  Lord  and  chief  of  the  helie- 
of  the  world,  was  ving  world  *,  iuciufive  of  Jews  and  Gentihi,  at  all  na- 
^  tions  were  to  be  bleffed  in  him,  or  in  Chrifi,  V.s  J'ccd , 
thro«j;h  the  law,  (Gen.  xit-  3.  compared  with  chap,  xxii,  18.)  and  as  he, 
hut  through  the  through  the  promifed  Mefliah,  was  to  be  the  prime  h  Jr 
n^htronin  s  of  ajuj  p0(yeggr  0f  the  blcffings  of  this  world  and  the  next, 
by  virtue  of  the  covenant  made  with  him  ;  this  promife 
was  not  given  to  Abraham ,  or  to  bis  covenant-feed  ;  by 
the  tenure,  cither  of  the  law  of  nature,  (fee  the  note 
on  ver.  13.}  or  of  the  law  of  Mofes ,  which  was  deliver¬ 
ed 


NOT 


*  This  wfc  if  apparently  brought  in  u  aa 
argument  to  prove  what  lud  been  faid  in  the 
two  forgoing  verfe*  about  ftbrjlNMiWifig 
the  father  of  ell  them  that  belt  ere,  whether 
they  he  Jfwj  or  GottUtii  through  the  ri«h* 
tvoofneJs  of  the  faith  ivbtch  he  hod  white  he 
ims  uiuTrcumcvftd ;  an J  thctcfoic  it  lUwi 
ffTi-njiiiit-ent  with  the  nature  and  rLFjgti  of  rfie 
apoflk's  rea foiling,  to  underftamt  Abr&brivp& 
htin*  *i\r  of  the  world*  literally  of  hiahctni* 
bur  of  the  land  ot  Caitaaa  :  For  iht  wa*  to 
be  rlie  inheritance  of  only  hi*  natural  ddrcud- 
or  of  then;  that  were  cirto  mat'd ;  lo 
i'iit  if  the  apoftlc  had  any  reference  to  the 
pro  ntted  land,  it  could  be  only  as  i:  war  a 
fyi*  of  heaven '  But  I  take  huiig 

War  ot  the  wmidj  to  be  <1  pl*r<db  vf  mael*  ihw 


F. 

fame  import  with  his  hdvw$  t&t  f&tbtr  &f  fi! 
them  (Lsj  Ufi<vct  whether  they  he  clrcumo:* 
fed  or  t\at%  te  lie  wa*  c«t!Ui  v«.  n  or  with 
hii  bdnn  thef*thrr  m> sr?  Mt9n f,  it  tJ 

exploited  by  way  of  cKpsiaitiotv  and  further 
proof,  ylt,  17.  And  3*  thebririt  the  head  >f 
the  firtiily,  and  li;ruiiU*d  tn  Jfviifo  language, 
the  WJ  and  potli  Ifrr  cf  its  inlH'riunrc :  So 
was  the  Wir  the  world, 

tb^t  \  fevered  Mirfriigh  all  iiititm*,  is  the 
pr*m.l;c  of  jnral  art#]  heavenly  Mdlfugs,  as 
veil  as  of  1  covrnani-riijit  to  all  temjwrat 
g-«od  *\zs  made  fir!  t*>  hlci*  and 

t:^nfn:i:rvJ  frAm  hhn  to  tii*  m,  ancon  ling  >«» 
the  fO¥fnant  nuJt;  with  him,  and  fit  llwy 
ard  hltiljd  hurt*  is  lii^  enter  jin*  14 

iiejr+j/j  ,  v-dh  hi-  ip* 


39* 
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14  For  if  they 
which  are  of  the 
law  kt  heir?, 
Uhh  h  nade 
void,  aivhhcp;o* 
roi&  made  of 
noiK  c 


j  f  Be.-flnfr  the 
Uw  woifccib 

wwtii  :  for  where 
31 A  Jaw  JTP  t' £rt  tl 

no  ifanjgreJfion, 


ed  to  his  offspring  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  after¬ 
wards,  (Cat.  Hi.  i7-)»  nor  was  it  given  to  him,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  perfonal  ohcdience  to  the  law.,  in  either  of 
thefe  confiderations  of  it }  hut  it  was  given  to  him,  and 
to  his  fpiritual  feed  that  are  difperfed  all  over  rite  world, 
and  inherit  thefe  blcfltngs,  through  and  by  virtue  of 
that  lighicoufnefs  which  is  received  by  faith. 

14  F<ir  if  they  that  are  rewarded  according  to  the 
law  lie  heirs  of  all  thefe  bleffings.  by  virtue  of  their 
obedience  to  it,  whether  it  be  conudefed  as  the  law  of 
nature,  or  as  the  revealed  law  given  by  Mofez ;  then  the 
doftrinc  of  j unification  alone  through  faith,  to  imitle 
them  to  thefe  blcfiings,  is  fet  afide,  difannulled,  or 
comes  to  nothing;  and  the  free  promife,  relating  to 
them,  is  of  no  manner  of  ufe,  and  has  no  effeft  at  all. 

1 5  Bccaufr,  confidering  the  degenerate  ftate  of  man¬ 
kind  as  it  has  been  deferibed  at  large  in  tbe  foregoing 
difcotnfe,  (chap.  i.  ii.  iii.)  the  moral  law,  even,  as  dif- 
cemible  by  the  light  of  nature  *,  and  much  more  as  re¬ 
vealed  by  Mofez*  pronounces  a  fentence,  and  expofes  to 
an  execution  of  wrath  upon  all  that  are  under  it,  as  a 
covenant  of  works;  yea,  by  its  drift  injunctions  prohi¬ 
bitions,  and  threatnings,  it  irritates  their  natural  cor¬ 
ruptions  to  do  fuch  things  inoppoGtionto  it,  as  deferve 
wrath,  (chap.  vti.  8.)  and  thereupon  raifes  terriblu  ex- 
pc  ftations  of  it,  as  it  (hews  them  that  they  are  Gnners, 
(chap.  iii.  20.)  :  For  where  there  is  no  law,  neither  by 
internal  light,  nor  externa]  revelation,  to  bind  tbe  con¬ 
ference,.  rltcre  can  be  no  fin,  the  very  motion  of  which 
is,  that  it  it  a  tr&ifgrejfion  ef  the  law,  (1  John  iii.  4.) 
And  where  there  is  no  fan  ft  ion  to  enforce  it,  there  can 
be  no  entail  of  wrath,  or  ground  of  fearful  expectations 


MO 

*  1  hare  tht  law  in  the  fore* 

£rtin£  verfes,  a*  including  the  law  of  nature ; 
hccaiifi:  in  this  verfc,  which  Hand;  in  elofc 
eoonenion  with  them,  I  ran  not  think  that 
th  lx:u  is  he  rej niuitd  in  ibe  law  (Merely  as 
given  hy  thrush  that  ir*±y  he  ptinci* 

pally  intended  i  I\>r  that  law  w*t  not  known 
to  the  ;  and  y*t  th^y  certainly  were 

ruder  a  law,  hy  which  they  knew  the  judge* 

■milt  if  that  :J:ct  vnv  i vzrtbj  cf  death  / 
tint!  they  wt-re  a  lavt  l G  Izentfibnt  as  batxlg 
The  itf'vi  tt  th?  bu\  -u'tvten  iii  {heir  harts* 

(chap  i.  p.  insl  th  14,  s S-)  Ih-iiCc  they 
vrre  tra:;igird!Vs,  as  they  violated  the  dic¬ 
tates  nf  natural  confeienr^  anil  were  Ynblt  to 
|«tiii('h:ncm  cn  ^courts*  (chap  it.  ti- 
Arcnrfiin^ly  the  tvorJ  liv*  **?#?*)  is  put 
without  the  anii'pC  in  thia  and  thetvvn  pr  re- 
vtini;  vrrfr.H  ;  hut  the  %rr"K'L*  h  prefij^d  If!  the 
f^iiijw-iig  «mI"c,  which  undoubtedly  fptafci. 


T  E- 

of  tbe  law  of  Mtfti ;  and  fb  we  art  the  more 
ftronglj  led  to  this  general  feu  ft  of  the  aonl 
Irw  here,  if  there  is  any  forre  in  Mr  Ladtds 
observation  on  chap,  Ku  ip.  that  the  *ord 
/ra*  vtUbtol  tkt  article*  fignlfo  Uv  ie  jra- 
w/,  and  milk  the  article,  the  law  of  Mofat 
or  at  mod  the  whole  of  the  Old  TciUnient  ; 
though  he  has  not  kept  to  hi*  own  dtfHnc- 
tion  in  jpvmjpj  die  fenfe  of  thde  rerfe;.  (See 
ray  note  on  chap,  iti*  19.)  But  whether  ihat 
dimnfUon  may  always  be  rctiul  upon,  nr 
not ;  the  nature  of  the  apoftic’f  difcourfc*  in 
thU  place  kail  to  rt^ire  a  oonftniftion,  an- 
fwcrable  to  it,  as  viiiwr  the  artide*  vsr^  t 
14,  ij,  and  wifi  it,  rcr-  id-  And  it  is  paft 
difpu*e  with  tijCy  that  the  mere!  in  what* 
ever  way  it  is  fuppofed  to  he  made  known* 
ii  here  principally  intended ;  bcc^afe  this 
cmir.entEy  the  Uwj  of  which  £a  h  tbc  trapu 
grcHioUi 


air. 
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r<T  Therefore  it 
i*  of  faith,  that  it 
TGtht  U  by  grace* 
to  the  cut!  the 
promife  might  be 
fore  to  til  the 
M,  not  to  that 
only  which  rs  of 
the  law,  hue  to 
(hit  alio  which  ic 
qF  the  faith  of 
Abraham,  who  is 
the  fufacr  of  us 

A 


17  (As  it  is 
written,  I  hnve 
mide  thee  a 
fa: her  cf  maoy 
rut  tom,)  before 
him  whom  he 
heLevedf  e  i*»God 
TVilO 


ofic;  But  this  fuppofes,  on  the  contrary*  that  where 
there  is  a  Jaw*  with  a  faction*  every  one  who  brrais 
it  i&  a  (inner ;  and,  as  fuch,  is  obnoxious  to  poniOinnent. 

16  Since  therefore  it  is  impoiiiblr*  that  any  of  us 
(hould  be  in  tided  to  fpirinial  and  eternal  bleflings*  by 
our  own  obedience  to  the  moral  **  any  more  than  to  the 
ceremonial  law*  God  has  wifely  and  mercifully  ordered* 
that  they  (hould  be  befttfwed  gratis  upon  the  heirs  of 
fa  1  vat  ton,  { ver .  14*)  merely  thiough  faith,  that  it  might 
be  entirely  the  gift  of  his  own  free  favour*  and  all  the 
glory  of  it  might  be  ascribed  to  pure*  unmixed* 
and  unmerited  grace/  And  it  is  thus  ordered,  to 
this  very  end,  that  the  free  promife  might  be  abfoltito 
ly  certain*  and  infallibly  accomplifhed,  to  all  the  truly 
believing  feed  of  Abraham^  without  danger  of  its  being 
defeated  hy  their  own  un  wort  hi  cicfs  and  defects,  as  the 
promife  of  tbe  fir  ft  covenant  was,  by  the  difobedience 
of  the  common  bead  ami  parent  of  mankind;  and  as  any 
other  promife  would  undoubtedly  be,  through  the  prt- 
fent  weaknefs,  ficklenefs,  and  depravity  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  were  it  to  depend  on  our  own  obedience,  as  the 
proper  condition  of  it;  but  as  faith  lives  upon,  receives 
all  from*  ajid  aferibes  all  to,  the  free  and  fovtreign 
grace  of  God ;  fo  grace  takes  its  motives  from  itfolf, 
and  not  from  any  thing  in  its  objects,  to  fccure  its  own 
defign*  and  carry  it  through  all  oppofition,  d:fRculty* 
and  danger*  that  it  may  be  trffr&ual  to  every  true  be¬ 
liever*  not  only  to  thofc  that  lived  under  the  law  of 
Mo/it ;  (™  wfw)  but  likewife  to  thafe*  that,  though  they 
were  not  under  that  law,  arc  heirs  of  Abraham**  faith* 
who  is  the  fpiritual  father  of  every  one  of  us  that  be* 
lie  Ye*  whether  wc  be  fowl  or  Gentiles* 

ty  This  was  intimated  in  what  U  recorded,  (Gin. 
xvii.  j*)  concerning  God’s  changing  his  name  from  A - 
bram  to  Abraham  ; becaufe  (faid  1  e)  I  have  ordained, 
COiriUtuted,  and  will  actually  make  thee  a  father  cf  many 
nations  :  This  included  his  being  fo,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe* 
to  believing  Gentiles^  as  well  as  Jrwiy  in  the  account 
of  that  God  in  whom  he  believed*  according  to  the 
promife,  that  in  Arm*  meaning  in  his  /m/*  ail  tbs  fa - 
mi  lies  of  the  earth  Jbouldbs  biejfcdy  (Gen.  xii*  3.  compa¬ 
red  with  chap .  xxviii*  1 4*) *  he,l  fay*  believed  in  that  God* 

even 


NOTE* 

*  As  the  foregoing  wfcs  ftiew  that  the  love  am!  obedience,  then  the  more  fjith  we 
ipoftle  feu  a  fide  the  works  of  the  moral  bw  have,  the  tci*  wnnld  our  joififteat^oa  be  of 
from  huvirg  any  cowtri)  in  our  ;  hrcjuilc  there  wouU  then  be  projior* 

lohe  herr  itftlf  rlotli  nut  juf-  lion^ly  the  mmc  tvoii;*,  for  the  ftbe  of 

fify  on  iu  nun  account;  for  if  juRi^ation  which  we  arc  juftifted* 
were  by  faith*  at  0  v}jrtt  Or  w  a  principle  vf 
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W'*o  (J^ECkcnd'K 

the  dcid,  zu\ 
Clll-Jl  I  i  lu  ftf 

that  be 

4i  thoonh 
they  wore : 


iS  irhoa^tinfl 
hojje  lintt  cl  in 
lint  Hr 
migh*  -lecrtmcthc 
/jthrr  of  many 
ratio rifi ;  accord¬ 
ing  si>  that  witv  h 
Mas  fpoken*  So 
Shall  thy  feed  be* 


A'id»  heinp 
iwv  wcikui  fjiih, 
JrcconfitWrH  n->t 
h:s  ovvabody  m»w 
rtC3«t>  when  he 
was  aboil  r  an  him- 
Hr^.l  years  old, 
£itidr.-r  yet  the 
tfcidnrf*  of  Si* 

t*U\  vromb. 


to  Hr 

fd  to; at  tht  pro* 
m  if: 


even  the  great  Jehovah*  who  quickens  the  dead  in  tref- 
pa.lTVs  and  fins,  and  will  raife  the  dead  bodies  of  belie¬ 
vers  to  an  im  mortal  life*  according  to  the  working  t>£ 
his  mighty  power*  whereby  he  was  able  to  givelife  to 
GeniiU  finnere,  and  to  invigorate  the  bodies  of  Abraham 
smd  Sarah*  when  they  were  in  a  manner  dead*  as  to  the 
purpofe  of  having  children*  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
nature*  {ver*  [9.)  and  who  foeaks  of  things  that  at 
prefem  have  no  cxiftence*  and*  by  natural  caufet  and 
appearances*  are  never  likely  to  be  at  all*  as  though  they 
z  1  ready  actually  were;  as  he  did*  when  he  promifed* 
that  a  Ton  Ihonld  be  born  of  thofe  aged  perfons;  and 
that  a  fpirimal  feed  fhould*  in  due  feafon,  be  railed  to 
Abraham*  from  among  the  idolatrous  heathens*  who 
were  Icoked  upon  with  contempt*  as  things  that  were 
vci,  ( 1  [Tr/\  I.  28.)  and  who,  at  that  time,  were  not  the 
piMpJe  ci  God. 

18  Abraham,  notwithftanding  all  the  difficulties,  dif- 
couragrrments,  and  high  improbabilities,  that  lay  in  the 
nature  of  things,  to  cut  off  his  hope,  believed,  with  a 
firm  dependence  on  the  infinite  wifdom,  power,  faith* 
fu  kiefs,  and  grace  of  God,  that  he  would  certainly 
make  him  the  fpiritual  father  of  many  nations,  inclufive 
of  i  he  Gentiles,  according  to  his  word,  wherein  he  laid 
to  him,  {Gen,  xv.  5.)  Loci  towards  heaven ,  and  tell  the 
flars ,  if  thouart  able  to  number  them’,  fojball  thy  feed  be . 

19  And  as  all  this  fuppofed  that  he  himfeif  fhould 

have  a  fori  by  his  wife  Sarah,  from  whom  a  nu me tous 
poitcrity  fhould  defeend,  and  from  whom  the  Mdliah, 
in  who’o  all  nations  were  to  be  bldled,  fhould  at  length 
arifesand  as  God  aftcrivards  exprefsly  pro  mi  fed  this  Son, 
by  the  name  of  Ijaac,  with  whom  he  would  eftablifl)  his 
covenant,  for  an  everhfting  covenant,  and  with  his  feed 
after  him,  {Gen.  xrii.  19,)  fo  Abraham's  faith,  being 
not  weak  and  wavering,  but  raffed  to  a  high  pitch  of 
ftedfuftnefe  and  affiirance  on  thefe  folid  grounds,  he  was 
not  diicoiwaged  by  a  confederation  of  the  declining  flats 
of  his  own  body,  which  had  loll  its  natural  vigor,  he 
being  at  this  time  within  one,  at  leaf!,  of  an  hundred 
yeais  old  •,  nor  was  he  moved  to  the  leaft  diffidence  by 
a  confderation  of  the  hopelefs  condition  of  Sarah ,  his 
wife,  who  had  never  been  with  child,  and,  being  nine¬ 
ty  years  old,  {Gen,  xy»,  17.)  was  paft  her  teeming  age. 
{Gen.  aviji.  j  j.J  \ 

20  Though  thefe  circumfhmces  were  a  ftrong  bar  to 

all  natural  expectation  of  his  haring  a  fon  by  her ;  yet, 
as  God  had4proroifed  it,  he  did  not  at  all  (jtieflion,  or 
hfktate  about,  or  difpute  in  his  own  mind  a- 
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mift of  God  tlifb* 
uaVncf;  bat  iirtf 
Jlrc;:g  iu  faith 
F'*jg  glory  tv 

Cai: 


it  And  being 
fiiUy  ^rfu^ktl, 
out  wltti  he  h*J 
pryrtrfol  he  was 
ji:5  able  to  per¬ 
form* 


i\  And  there* 
fore  it  wdi  im- 
puutl  to  bin  lor 
righttoufheft* 


13  Now  if  was 
not  uiutCQ  for 
hit  fake  a1on< , 
that  It  was  imput¬ 
ed  to  him ^ 


14  But  for  m$ 
ilfa,  to  wInipi  it 
frail  be  imputed, 
ir  Me  buiL-ve  on 
him 


gainft  it,  through  the  power  of  unbelief,  which  is  apt 
to  r-iife  objections,  and  to  heighten  improbabilities  in-, 
to  abfolute  iropoffibilities  :  But  upon  God's  making  this 
promife,  in  the  mod  peremptory  and  explicit  manner 
to  him*  he  fell  on  his  face  with  adoring  reverence*  and 
laughed^  not  with  diffidence  and  contempt,  as  Sarah 
did,  for  which  Ihe  was  reproved*  {Get i,  xviii*  to, — 15*)? 
hut  in  an  ecftacy  of  joy  y  and  /aid  in  his  hearty  with  be¬ 
lieving  wonder,  Shall  a  child  be  born  to  him  that  is  an 
hundred  years  old?  and  /ball  Sarah*  that  is  ninety  years 
e>W,  bear  ?  (Gen.  acvih  17.)  his  faith  furmoumed  all 
difficulties  anting  from  natural  caufes,  and  was  un- 
fhaken  in  its  reliance  on  the  promife  of  God  ;  thereby 
afciibitig  all  glory  to  him, as  infinitely  gracious  in  ma¬ 
king  it,  and  faithful  in  performing  it; 

71  He  alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  was  entirely  fatisfied 
in  his  own  mind,  yea,  abundantly  allured  with  the  ut- 
mod  confidence,  that  ihe  Lord,  who  had 

made  himfelf  known  to  him,  and  introduced  this  pro* 
mife  with  a  declaration  of  his  being  the  Jlmighty  God% 
(Gen.  ivii  1.)  was  every  way  able  to  lurmoum  all  pof* 
fible  obftruCtions  in  bringing  to  pafs  what  he  had  pro¬ 
mised  him,  that  the  Saviour  might  in  due  feafun  pro¬ 
ceed  from  his  loins. 

22  And  therefore  his  faith  going  cut  in  this  manner 
unto,  and  terminating,  or  retting  upon  the  MeOtah,  its, 
great  ohjr£t,  as  fet  forth  in  the  promife,  In  which  he 
JawChrift's  dayy  and  was  glad*  (John  via*  96.)  God 
giacioufly  placed  what  he  believed  in  to  his  account, 
that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  promifed  feed  might  he  his 
own,  for  all  the  intents  and  purpofes  of  God's  accepting 
him,  as  righteous  in  his  fight*  and  dealing  with  him 
according  to  its  worth  and  merit. 

23  Now  this,  which  is  recorded  as  fo  early  fpoken 
of  Abraham^  even  under  that  obfeure  difpenfation,  in 
which  he  lived,  was  written,  and  is  tranfmitted  to  us, 
not  merely  to  fet  out  the  honour  th;u  was  put  upon  him, 
and  to  let  us  know,  in  an  hiftorical  manner,  that  he 
was  jiaflificd,  or  accepted  of  God,  by  the  imputation  of 
the  righteoufnefs  of  faith*  {vet*  it.) 

24  But  God  bad  a  much  higher  and  more  beneficial 
defigo  herein  ;  It  was  principally  written  for  our  learn¬ 
ing,  encouiagemenr,  and  comfort*  and  as  an  example 
to  us,  to  whom  the  fame  righteoufnefs  of  faith  Ihatl  he 
imputed  for  j unification  *,  as  it  was  to  him,  whether 

we 


NOT  K. 

1  This  application  or  improvement  of  Ml  tn^ke*  it  evident  tome,  that  1m  fjltli 

tin  hid  been  ikij  about  Abt  item's  for  ibis  purp^;?,  not  unly  rtflui  uu  x\v  p^-e 

of 
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him  thai  ratted  up 
Jdus  oar  Lord 
from  the  dad. 


Who  vat 
delivered  for  our 
offence*,  ar,d  was 
railed  snin  for 
fur  juft  ifiui  ion- 


we  be  Jmti  or  OentUet ;  if,  u  his  faith  in  the  ptorrife 
of  a  feed,  in  whom  all  nations  (hould  be  bleiTed,  relied 
on  the  power  of  God,  who  quickens  the  dead,  for  a  per¬ 
formance  of  it,  {iwr.  17.}  ;  fo  we  likewtfe  believe  with 
all  otir  hearts  in  the  fame  God,  as  he  has  now  a&uiiiy 
raifed  oor  only  Lord  and  Saviour  from  the  dead,  that 
we  might  be  cfie&ually  bleffcd  with  all  fpiritual  biet- 
fings  in  him. 

25  Who,  that  he  might  bring  in  an  everlqjting  righ- 
ttmfnejs ,  (Dan.  is.  24.)  and  fo  might  be  a  proper,  fuit- 
able  pbje£t  of  our  faith,  as  we  are  guilty  and  obnoxious 
tinners,  was  in  a  judicial  way  and  manner  delivered  up* 
according  to  the  determinate  (ounfel,  and  foreknowledge 
of  God,  (JRs  ii.  23.)  to  the  fhamefu!  andaccorfed  death 
of  the  crofs,  as  our  furrty,  to  fuffcr  in  our  toom  and 
Head,  for  our  provoking  fauhr,  as  the  procuring  caufe 
of  his  death,  and  to  m  <ke  atonement  for  them,  as  the 
final  taufe  of  his  dying  i  and  who,  in  teftimony  ofGod*s 
having  accepted  his  facrifite,  as  a  complete  fatisfaflioil 
to  his  law  and  juflice,  was  raifed  again  from  the  dead, 
and  fo  acquitted  and  jufttfied,  as  our  public  bead  and 
reprefentativr,  to  the  end  that  we  might  be  personally 
difeharged  from  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  accepted 
to  eternal  life,  by  the  imputation  of  his  righteoufaefs  to 
us,  in  a  way  of  believing  *.  .  >■ 


NOTES, 


of  God  for  performing  his  promifc,  hut  like- 
wife  looked  forward  t*  the  premifed  Meffiah, 
and  to  what  was  to  be  done  by  him,  for  the 
ju  fli  cat  ion  both  of  /ibraham  him  fell,  and 
of  all  that  fhctfld  believe  in  Chrfft;  other¬ 
wise  |  cannot  fee  how  this  ctmld  bran  in- 
fiance  and  (ample  of  God’s  aayofjullifying 
ihofe  that  fhould  believe  under  the  goipd 
flate;  ot  Ik>w  there  eouM  be  an  analogy  be¬ 
tween  Abraham'*  faith,  and  theirs,  with  re* 
lotion  to  that  grand  point,  which  is  oumfdtly 
fuppnfcd  in  the  apdjlc'f  method  of  ruli>ninj( 
about  it :  For  I  prelum  e  that  none,  even  of 
theft  that  make  the  aB  of  faith  itftif  our  juf- 
tifying  rtghtcoowtdi,  will  fty,  that  twrely 
believing  m  the  power  of  or  the  perform* 

ance  of  his  promifes,  without  a  refpeft  had 
therein  to  Chrifl ,  and  to  what  He  has  done  and 
firflereri,  is  imputed  to  any  of  nc,  under  the 
goJpei-itaic  for  j  unification;  and  yettheapcftlc 
tell*  ns,  in  this  and  the  preceding  and  fol¬ 
lowing  verfts,  that  what  had  been  (aid  about 
efiprahtm'*  faith  being  imputed  to  him  far 
hgblcriufn«fsf  w*-iS  wtilU n  fir  hit  fiki 

but  fir  ns  rJpt  to  vtbm  i:  jkdlf  be  impute  Jy  if 
w  befteve  ottMm  that  raifed  up  Jefis  from  tt$ 
deed ;  -who  -3*41  delivered  fir  our  ejf]>«ccs,  et red 
7* a  r&fid  again  fir  our  jttRtfi'&iw*.  Th*$ 
pJarJy  ftts  forth  Chrift  in  bis  death  and  ro- 
fumflion,  as  our  object  of  juflityrng  fetch  : 
fine  how  can  this  be  [he  ftnw  Jprt  of  faith* 


with  Abrahei n%  on  left  hit  alfo  had  a  refprft 
to  Cbrift,  and  fo  what  (hould  he  done  6y  him, 
according  to  the  notices  he  then  had  of  ihcie 
things  ?  And  wc  may  well  fuppnft,  th.J  Lc 
was  Ted  to  fame  notions  of  them  by  the  frit 
promiJc  of  the  feed  of  the  woman  to  brui ft 
the  fefpcnt’s  head,  and  by  rlifAibHitutian  of 
facnfice*  in  ihe  room  aud  flood  of  oHcodm, 
which  he  could  not  be  wholly  a  ft  ranger  to, 
and  to  trhtth  he  was  dill  further  led  after¬ 
wards  by  that  (iarpriliiig  djfpenfattoa  which 
called  h;n>  to  offer  up  his  only  begotten  (bn 
ifdat)  but  provided  the  ram  in  the  thicket  to 
be  ftcnficcd  in  hi*  (lead  -  on  which  ocftdbn 
God  declared,  fhat  ijWjis  feed  alt  the  no  foot  c  f 
the  earth  fiouti  be  xxii-  i, — 48.) 

And,  perhaps,  he  had  all  along  fame  mote 
explicit  and  clearer  revet*  ions  of  thefe  things, 
than  arc  recorded  in  the  Ihon  Hiftary  we  have 
of  him*  See  alia,  the  notes  on  vet*  3*  and 
chap*  i.  rtf. 

*  The  beginning  of  the  neat  chapter  (hews 
that  the  apcftlc  had  a  regard  to  this  wmv  of 
believing,  as  that,  in  which  wc  art* 
partaken  of  the  fijiiftaih c,  f«?r  whicli  Chr^l 
U'jir  razfri  from  the  dead :  For  there,  in  ern- 
ncQlon  with,  and  by  way  of  inference 
what  u  here  faid,  He  adds,  Thrtfirt  ;\vk* 
f ttftftd  bj  faith f  -ipc  hurt  pterc  truh.  G'-.1, 
tkrtvsb  par  Lard  Jefis  Qtrip^  (clmp*  \\  1*  Oe  ) 
iUCOL- 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  can  vc  expe$.from  the  law  hut  wrath  in  every  reflexion  of  our  guilty 
minds,  as  tnnfgrcIlbrB  of  it  J  But  what  a  fa  ft  and  glorious  way  doth  .the  gofpd 
open  for  juftificatwn/ through  the  righteou  frets  of  Chrift,  received  by  faith! 
This  is  the  only  righteoufneft  hy  the  imputation  of  which  any  firmer  can  be  ac- 
of  God  to  eternal  lift  ;  This  alone  can  fecure  the  glory  pf  his  grace,  and 
m  ke  fore  the  heavenly  inheritance  to  all  the  fpi ritual  feed  of  Abraham*  Thia 
kavs.’S  no  room  for  damitng  it  as  a  debt,  on  account  of  any  thing  we  can  do;  or 
for  the  Icaft  pretence  of  merit  in  ourftives,  or  of  glorying  before  God,  whatever 
our  external  privileges  or  fpcciotus  appearances  before  men  may  be :  But  it  leads 
us  to  expert  all  falvation  merely  as  the  free  gift  of  God,  through  Jcfus  Cbrift, 
and  to  Afcribe  the  honour  of  it  entirely  to  him  who  ju&ifies  them  that  have  bee* 
the  moft  ungodly.  With  what  humble  confidence  may  believers  rely  on  the 
rishfemrfnds  of  Chrift  for  the  wmiffion  of  flns,  and  jufti 6 cation  of  life  ;  fmee  he 
was  delivered  up  to  death  for  their  offences,  that  he  might  mahjc  a  complete  a* 
hiiH'rnent  for  them,  and  was  raifed  again  for  their  juftiftcation,  through  faith  in 
him  !  How  well  adj  lifted  to  the  tinners  wants,  as  well  as  to  the  glory  of  Cod,  is 
this  method  of  falvation ;  and  what  a  folid  foundation  is  here  for  the  moft  un* 
[Si-iteii  filth,  again#  all  the  remooftrances  of  fldh  aud  fenfc,  and  again#  all  the 
uhftrufljons,  improbabilities,  and  difcoimrgenwnts  in  ourfclvcs,  that  lye  in  its 
way !  We  may  fully  depend  upon  the  faithful  promife  of  the  Almighty  God,  who 
L  aide  to  perforin  it,  and  who  even  quickens  the-  dead,  and  calls  thofe  things 
which  be  not,  as  though  they  were :  We  need  not  lUfrgvr  at  the  promife  of  God 
through  unbelief ;  but  may  believe  m  hope  ag.iitift  hope,  and  the  more  we  do  £bp 
the  greater  glory  wc  gm:  to  GihI-f—  t>  the  blelfcdnefe  of  pardoned  fouls  *  Alt 
thviv  fins  are  freely  and  fully  forgiven  and  covered,  and  nunc  of  them  are  charged 
to  th  ir  condemnation ;  hut  the  Redeemer's  rightcoiifnefs  is  imputed  to  them  for 
jollification,  without  any  Ctmiidcratitin  of  their  own  werhs,  as  contributing  to¬ 
wards  it.  And  how  wonderful  is  the  grace  that  extends  all  theft  fpiritiiat  and 
eternal  billing*  to  believing  Gentiles  a*  well  as  /  Righteoufncfs  is  as  much 
imputed  to  them  as  to  Abraham  hixnfelf ;  and  God  has  given  them  the  or¬ 
dinance  of  bapttfin,  inftead  of  rircumciiicm,  as  a  figoificant  ftgn,  and 
confirnfog  feal  of  his  covenant  wi  tilth  cut  and  their  feed.  But  let  us  ever  re* 
member*  that  Abraham'*  hleiling  can  be  no  more  fecnr:d  to  any  of  us  or  ours 
by  baptifm,  than  it  was  t-o  his  natural  feed  by  circumcilion,  It  tomes  upon  us 
21  it  did  upon  hint  and  them,  only  through  faith  in  our  Lord  Jefos  Chrift.  And 
hnw  thankful  Ihould  we  be  for  the  holy  oracles,  fince  sftl  that  tliey  record  of  A* 
brah'jtmf  as  well  as  of  others-  is  for  our  fikes,  that  we,  through  patience  and 
comfort  of  the  f<  riptures,  might  have  hope  l  As  be  was  made  the  father  of  many 
nations :  fo  righteoufoefe  (ball  as  certainly  he  imputed  to  every  one  of  us  who  he* 
lit  vc,  as  it  was  to  him,  that  wc,  as  his  fpiritiwl  feed,  may  inherit  the  bkfling 
with  him. 


chap.  v. 

The  apoflle  having  proved  at  large  from  the  Jiate  of  things  before,  and 
under  the  lav.',  (chap.,  ii.  and  tit.)  and  even  before  God  made  his  co¬ 
venant  with  Abraham,  (chap,  iv.)  that  the  jufiification  of  the  Jews 
and  Gentiles  is.  merely  by  grace,  through  faith  in  drift,  proceeds  to 
Jet  Jcrth  its  happy  fruits  and  effects  in  both,  i, — u.  And  then  car¬ 
ries  his  argument,  back  as  far  as  the  fail  off  Adam  iifelf,  which  in¬ 
volved  all  mankind  in  fin  and  death,  and  rendered  every  one  alike  in¬ 
capable  of  being  jufttfied  hi  any  other  way,  than  through  J.efas  Cbriji, 
— 14.  And  thereupon  rdns  the  parallel  between  the  firft'and  the 

fecond  covenant- head,  'but  forces  that  the  grace  of  Q id,  through  the 

tight  rev /- 
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righteoufnefs  of  Chrifti  ii  mare  efficacious  to  bring  jujlificdtion  and 
fiUvaticn  to  all  bit  jpirituai  feed ,  than  Adaro’j  Jin  had  been  to  entail 
final  condemnation  and  mifery  upon  all  bis  natural feed,  15, — 21. 


Text. 


by  tttK,  wt  have 
puce  wilh  Cod, 
through  our  Lord 
Jcfui  Chriil* 


*  By  whom  li¬ 
fe  we  have  *cc efs 
by  faith  imo  this 
grace  wherein  we 
[land,  ami  rejoice 
in  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God. 


j  And  not  on¬ 
ly /ff,  Uk  ^lo¬ 
ry  in  tribulations 
alia ,  knowing 
that 


Paraphrase. 

WHETHER  there  foie  we  he  Jews  or  Gentiles, 
yet  being  in  the  manner  before  deferibed,  [ebap. 
iii.  and  iv.)  brought  into  a  (late  of  juftification,  not 
for,  but  by  means  of  faith  in  Chrift,  the  dreadful  breach 
is  made  up,  which  fin  had  opened  between  God  and 
us }  we  are  received  into  favour,  and  brought  into  a 
Hate  of  frieodlhip  with  him,  like  Abraham  hiinfelf : 
and  have  a  peaceful  ferenity  of  foul  toward  God, 
to*  e«vj  through  the  atoning  death  and  fuflferings  which 
have  been  followed  wiih  the  moft  (ignal  and  open  dis¬ 
charge  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  our  public  head 
and  furety,  in  whom  we  have  a  peculiar  intercity  chat 
all  the  virtue  of  his  death  and  refur reftion,  (dap,  iv. 
25*}  may  extend  to  us. 

2  By  and  through  whom*  as  our  only  mediator  and 
peace^ maker,  alt  of  us,  who  believe,  have  alfo  had, 
under  the  coadu£t  of  the  fpirit,  a-  free  introduction, 
*)  and  admiflioti  hy  faith  into  this  ex¬ 
cellent  (late  of  grace  and  of  full  acceptance  with  God, 
in  which  we  ftand  on  a  fure  foundation,  as  acquitted 
perfons,  with  honour  and  Safety,  with  humble  confi¬ 
dence  holy  fortirude  and  evcrlafting continuance:  And, 
under  a  fenfe  of  this  our  happinefs  and  fecurity  in  Chrift, 
we  have  matter  of  glorifying,  incompai  ably  better  than 
that  of  Jtvjijb  boaftiugs  in  circumcifion  and  the  law 
and  do  exceedingly  rejoice  and  triumph,  h  an.  allured 
hope  of  enjoying  that  blefiednefs  and  glory  which 
God  himfeif  is  po  defied  of,  has  provided,  ami  will  bring 
us  to,  and  in  which  be  is  exalted  in  the  brighteft  dis¬ 
plays  of  his  own  adorable  perfe£tions,  counfels,  and  o* 
perations,  and  will  put  an  inconceivable  glory  upon  us. 

3  And  we  not  only  rejoice  with  exceeding  joy,  in 
view  and  profpe&  of  the  immortal  honours  that  we 
(hail  be  hereafter  advanced  unto;  but  ure  at  prefect 
triumph,  even  a  mi  (lit  all  the  atHi&ions  of  every  kind, 
and  all  the  perfections  ami  reproaches  for  the  fake  of 
Chrift,  that  can  befal  us  in  this  life ;  and  we  count  them 


,  NO 

*  Wc  r+joicc  isthc  lamcviai-d 

that  is  rendered*  vcr.  j.  w  ft-'rj,  ami  ver. 
it.  Tiff  iyj  and  it  i$  the  fame  mord  that 
w is  nfeti  to  exprefi  the  Jruff  taitfntrg.  or 
gbryhtj  in  tirmmr-fwn  and  in  ihf  /aiat  chap. 
iu  *3*  and  ill  17.  and  It,  *,  and  fo  it  U 
kerc  In  oppojition  to  all  that  fort  of 


our 

T  E* 

glorying*  to  (hew  that  the  only  true  ^rounct 
Ol  £W>ntG£  i>est  not  in  c eternal  pm'ilc’.Li 
rt>J  legal  perform  a  nets*  but  m  Lbo  M^-i  ^r 
of  the  gufpd,  vhidi  the  p race  of  Cod  bzi 
brought  in,  thrash  Jeius  Chi'ifi,  to  i>iry 
one  that  ttlboj  whether  he  It  Jrw  or 
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ihfit  tribulation 
verUih  patience; 


4  And  pa* 
tieiictjejipenence; 
«i<l  experience  , 
ht>p<i 


5  And  hope 
tnaktth  not  a- 
flume  d;  bccaule 
the  lore  of  Gcsd 
it  flwrf  abroad  in 
«ir  hearts,  by 
ih?  Holy  Chort 
uKich  5*  ^wtji 
A.UW  uk* 


our  glory,  at  being  wet)  farisfied  from  the  word  of  God, 
the  reflimony  of  bis  Spirit,  and  our  own  observation, 
that  thefc  preffing  trials  of  our  faith,  how  difagreeable 
Soever  they  be  to  flelh  and  fenfc,  and  how  apt  foever  in 
their  own  nature  to  ratfe  murmurings  and  impatience 
in  carnal  hearts,  arc  wifely  ordered,  over-ruled,  and 
blefled  of  God,  to  beget,  improve,  and  confirm  a  calm 
fubmiflion  to  his  wilt,  a  humble  filence  in  bearing 
whatever  he  fees  fit  to  lay  upon  us,  and  a  pofleffian  of 
our  own  fouls  in  peace,  without  fretting  or  repining  at 
his  hand,  or  angry  refentments  againft  the  inftruments 
of  our  troubles. 

4  And  we  find  that  patience,  having  its  perfect 
work,  operates  unto,  and  brings  in,  a  rich  treafure  of 
experimental  acquaintance  with  the  truth  of  our  faith, 
and  the  uprightnefs  of  our  own  hearts,  under  all  oar 
trials ;  with  the  emptinefs  and  vanity  of  this  world; 
with  the  fuperior  excellency  of  heavenly  things;  with 
God’s  wifdom,  power,  faithfulnefs,  and  care  over  us ; 
arid  with  the  feafonable  a  Alliances  of  his  grace  to  fane- 
tify  all  difpenfations  to  us,  to  fupport  and  comfort  us 
under  them,  to  carry  us  through  them,  and  to  make 
them  all  work  together  for  our  good  ;  that  we  may  be 
approved  of  God,  weaned  from  this  world,  and  raifed 
in  our  affedions  to  things  above,  and  may  be  made 
meet  for  the  inheritance  ot  the  faints  in  light,  and  Con- 
duffed  fafe,  through  many  tribulations,  ro  his  heaven¬ 
ly  kingdom  1  And  all  this  happy  experience  dill  more 
and  more  encourages  and  confirms  us  in  that  hope  of 
the  glory  of  God,  in  which,  as  I  fa  id  before,  (ver.  z.) 
we  greatly  rsjoice  and  triumph. 

5  And  we  are  thoroughly  farisfied,  that  this  fort  of 

hope  is  well  grounded;  that  it  may  he  chearfut’y  ac¬ 
quired  in,  and  boldly  avowed,  without  fear  or  fbame* 
how  much  foever  we  may  fuffer  from  men  for  if,  and 
that  it  will  neither  now,  nor  ever  hereafter,  turn  to 
our  confufion  by  its  being  difappoir.teH ;  becaufe  it  refts, 
not  upon  any  merit  in  ourfelves,  but  upon  the  free  fa¬ 
vour  of  God  inwards  us,  which,  in  its  gracious  and  ef¬ 
fectual  operations,  ig  pf,lired  forth  into,  and 

abundantly  fills  our  fouls  with  its  lovely  manifeftations 
and  diftinguiflung  fruits;  and  fo  enflames  them  with 
love  to  him  again,  by  the  fpecial  influence  and  agency 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whom  God  of  his  own  good  plea- 
fure  has  given  to  dwell  in  our  hearts,  as  a  counfeilor, 
comforter  and  fan&ifier,  and  who,  as  fuch,  bears  wit- 
nefs  with  our  fpirics,  that,  not with  Handing  all  our  own 

unwor- 
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tin worth  inds  and  provocations,  and  all  the  troubles  wc 
endure,  God  himfelf  loves  us. 

«  For,  when  6  For,  to  expatiate  a  little  upon  this  delightful  theme, 
^h.MTillrtfliiTh*  though,  as  has  been  (hewn  at  large,  with  reference  firft 
in  itw  time  to  the  Gent  del,  {chap.  i.  t8,— 3*1.)  and  then  to  the  Jeior, 
Chrifl  died  for  (chap.  ii.  and  iii.  1,— ly.)  we  were  all  funk  into  the 
1  ungodly.  deep  eft  abyfs  of  fin,  as  well  as  mifery:  Yet  even  whiie 
we -were  in  this  deplorable  condition,  thro’  the  fall  *, 
utterly  infofficieht  to  help  or  recover  curfelves,  and  un¬ 
able  to  refill  or  appeafe  -God's  wrath,  which  we  lay  ex- 
pofed  to,  or  to  do  any  thing  acceptable  to  him  ;  Yea, 
while  we  were  not  only  impotent,  but  impious  and  pro- 
’fane,  in  our  tinmindfulntfs  and  contempt  of  God  and 
religion,  and  of  his  government  and  glory ;  even  then 
Chrill,  in  the  fulnds  of  time,  according  to  God’s  eter¬ 
nal  appointment,  and  frequent  predictions,  types,  and 
promifes  ;  and  at  the  moil  feafonr.ble  time,  which  the 
Divine  Wifdom  had  fixed  upon,  when  things  were  come 
to  their  worft  among  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  when 
our  own  need  was  gteateft,  and  the  glory  of  God’s  grace 
would  be  moll  of  all  difplayed,  with  evidence  and  en¬ 
dearment,  in  railing  up  a  Saviour :  In  this  belt  and  pro- 
pereft  time  of  all  others,  the.  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift  freely 
died  in  -the  room,  and  ftcad  of  fuch  impotent,  con¬ 
temptible,  and  ungodly  creatures  as  we  are.  Afto- 
nifhing  inftancc  of  matchlrfe  love  and  grace,  infinitely 
furpaffing  all  that  can  be  found  in  the  moll  alFe&ionate 
lovers  that  ever  appeared  among  mankind  ! 
t  For  faiccly  ^  For,  were  we  to  fearch  all  the  world  over,  we 
■for  .  riehuou*  (hpuld  hardly  meet  with  a -Angle  perfon,  who  would  be 
y«*  p«i!f!  willing  ro  facrtfice  his  owrj  life  for  the  redemption  of 
venture  for  •  >a  harm  left  tnofFcnfive  man,  or  even  of  a -man  of  inte- 
B00'? mjn  grity,  faith fulnefs  and  honefly,  that  had  been  unjuft  !y 
w°4ic.  CV<a  *  condemned  to  death  :  Yet  it  is  poffible,  though  doubt¬ 
ful, -that  here  and  there  might  be  found  one,  who  would 
have  courage,  gratitude,  and  friendftup  enough,  in  fuch 
circumftances,  to  deliver  up  himfelf  to  death  in  the 
room  and  ftead  of  a  public -(pin ted  man,  and  a  gene¬ 
rous,  ooinpafiionate,  bountiful  benefactor,  that  had  been, 
and  might  ilill  continue  to  be,  an  uncommon  blefling 
to  himfelf,  family,  friends,  and  country.  And  with 
what  admiration  and  applaufe  would  fuch  a  brave,  he¬ 


roic. 


NOTE. 

t  Dr  Wbitby  Ant,  by  facial  inltincci,  included  this  thorch; ;  finer  h.c  mentions  bc- 
tbat  the  wind  (««-$-» ca)  in  the  Seventy,  here  injj  iB!tb}n{  (frritgtft,  a;  the  vo.mnnn  rafeof 
lendertd,  And  though  the  word  decs  not  ail  nt  inkier],  v.  ha.Ti  he  immcdijtidy  inter,  in 
always  carry  thij  fenfc,  yet  it  teems  highly  this  and  tlie  eighth  veric,  ca:i«  aid 

probable  that  the  apoflle  vhbwt  fireagti,  an-  [{suer*  /  and  fir.ee  be  was  going  to 
iwers  to  the  Htbrrm  word  (Vbo)  which  at  twjc  ca  the  £dicf  ras,  vst.  is,  ftc. 
flgoifie*  It  fall  and  flumtU  to  tar  m*K  hate 


Ch.  t. 


.  8  Bat  God 

'  cammcnddh  bit 
love  tawirdi  u$t 

h  dur  while  we 
were  ya  frnncri 
Clrifr  dkd  for 


>  Much  ro  ore 
then,  being  now 
justified  by  hi* 
blood,  we  rail  be 
frved  from  wrath 
through  him* 


to  Far  if,  when 
wt  were  cnemicf. 
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roic,  and  benevolent  aft  be  every  where  thought  and 
talked  of ! 

8  But  the  great  and  blcflcd  God  has  difplayed  the 
glory  and  indcarmems  of  bis  love  to  us  in  a  nod  fur* 
priling  manner,  infinitely  transcendent  to  all  this:  He 
has  fet  it  oft'  with  the  otmoft  advantage,  to  raife  our 
faith  and  hope,  admiration,  love,  and  joy,  and  to  make 
it  out-fhine  all  our  in  fiances  whatfoever  $  in  as  much 
as,  though  we  were  fo  far  from  being  either  righteous 
or  good,  upright  in  ourfelvcs,  or  profitable  to  God  or 
man,  that  we  were,  by  nature  and  practice,  highly  in¬ 
jurious  to  God  and  one  another,  and  criminals  that  de- 
l'erved  to  die,  and  were  juftly  fentenetd  to  death,  and 
in  whofe  deftruftion  God  would  have  glorified  himfeif*, 
yet  even  then,  under  this  confideration  of  us,  the  eter¬ 
nal  Father,  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  love,  readily  fent  his 
only  begotten  and  dearly  beloved  Son ;  and  the  Son 
freely  came  into  our  nature  and  world,  and  into  our 
law  place,  to  undergo  the  word  of  deaths,  as  araufom 
for  us,  that  we  might  live  for  ever. 

.  9  Since  therefore  this  free  and  abiding  love  of  the 
unchangeable  God  has  done  fuch  wonderful  things  for 
us,  while  we  were  in  fo  hateful  a  condition  under  the 
power  and  guilt  of  fin  ;  much  more  may  vre  now  de¬ 
pend  upon  it,  with  the  moft  allured  hope,  that  being 
already  forgiven  all  trefpaffes,  and  intitled  to  eternal 
life,  thiobgh  faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  we  lb  all  cer¬ 
tainly,  for  his  fake,  and  on  bis  account,  be  delivered 
from  all  vindtftive  refentments  or  punifiuneut  for  fin, 
and  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

10  For  if  while  we  were,  not  only  without firength. 


od  £0  God  by  the 
doth  of  his  Son  : 

much 


w  *«e  reconciv.  Jinners  and  ungodly,  (ver.  6,  8.)  bur  were  Ukewifein  a 
fiateof  war  with  the  great  God  j  fo  that  we,  on  one 
hand,  were  alienated  and  enemies  in  our  minds  by  wicked 
works,  (Col. 25.)  had  revolted  from  him,  and  turned 
rebels  and  traitors  againft  him  ;  and  hereupon  the  holy 
God,  on  the  other  hand,  declared  his  wrath  againft  us, 
in  his  Jaw,  in  our  own  conferences,  and  in  his  righte¬ 
ous  judgments.  If  in  thefe  obnoxious^  and  detefiable 
circum fiances,  he,  in  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  hts 
compaflionate  love,  provided  a  ran  font  for  us,  to  Tatis  fy 
bis  juftice  and  appeafe  his  wrath  *,  that  he  might  he  at 

peace 

T  E. 

the  riches  of  hU  grace  to  be  cammunkzted 


N  O 

*  Raanrifcd  jc  God  by  the  death  ef  Us  Seift 
■ji  the  former  pan.  of  this  vtric,  ftemito  re-  to  in  full  can 
bfc  to  Chrifl’s  ha;  tag  *vorkod  oat  oar  iwn-  L  ‘ 
citation,  or  completnl  all,  in  a  w*y  cf  me¬ 
rit  by  hi*  death,  tint  wjs  neeeflary  to  Ap- 
pr.ifc  the  imtb  cf  Godj  and  -make  way  for 


grace  1 

hftence 


with  the  honour  of 


ail  his  .perfections,  and  of  hit  law  uud  go. 
Trrmntrr.t,  wliL-h  the  apoilie  had  called,  wr. 
rf-  and  B,  Chr;il*s  d^ng  fur  she  ungodtj*  and 
drtxg  fir  « :  ISut  being  ruondU^  ia  the  Lift 

chufo 


4oo 
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much  more*  be- 
ing  KConciled,ve 
fliaN  be  fivtd  by 
hi*  lift. 


it  And  noton* 
W fiy  bnt  wc  ilfo 
joy  in  God,  thro1 
our  IrOfd  Jenis 
Cbriftj  by  vKoqi 
we  have  now  je- 
reived  the  Atone* 
went. 


n  Wherefore* 
as  byonc  iran  Go 
entered  imo  the 
world*  iJtd  d^th 

by 


peace  with  us,  and  aft  the  pare  of  a  reconciled  friend 
towards  us,  through  the  meritorious  death  of  his  only 
begotten  Son ;  much  more  may  we  be  humbly  confident, 
upon  the  liireft  principles  of  reafoning,  that  being  ac¬ 
tually  brought  into  a  ftare  of  peace,  and  high  frieodthip 
with  God,  through  faith  in  the  blood  of  Jcfus,  we  (hall 
be  effectually  delivered  from  all  the  miferiev  we  were 
plunged  into,  or  in  danger  of,  by  fin,  and  be  advanced 
to  complete  falvation  with  eternal  glory,  by  our  rifen 
and  exalted  Saviour,  who  ever  lives  to  apply  the  virtue 
of  his  death,  and  to  make  interceffion  far  tu.  [Chap.  viii. 

340  ...  . 

■  I  And  we  not  only  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God,  and  in  the  advantages  that  refult,  even  from  our 
trials  and  afflictions  *;  but,  upon  the  folid  grounds  but 
now  mentioned,  we  rejoice  with  the  highe(t  facisfaftton 
and  delight  in  God  himfclf,  as  our  own  God,  and  our 
chief  good  and  glory:  We  rejoice  in  our  covenant-re¬ 
lation  to  and  allured  intereft  in  him,  through  our  only 
Mediator,  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  loved  us,  and  gave 
himfelf  for  us  \  and  by  faith  in  whom,  we  have  now, 
under  gofpel-difcoveries,  approved  of,  accepted,  relied 
upon,  and  taken  comfort  in,  the  great  and  only  proper 
reconciliation,  (rw*«r«\xaj-**j  which  was  typified  by  the 
legal  facrifices,  and  which  he  has  made  for  us  by  his 
death,  (ver.  io.J  that  we,  Gentile  as  well  as  Jevitfb  be¬ 
lievers,  may  be  freed  from  condemnation  on  its  account, 
and  may  be  dealt  with  in  this  world,  and  for  ever,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  infinite  worth  and  merit. 

i  a  Since  therefore,  under  the  gofpcl-ftate,  G  entiles  t 
39  well  as  Jev/st  are  in  fait  reconciled  by  the  death  of 
Chrifl,  and  have  received  the  atonement  by  faith  in  him  j 
( wr .  io,  1 1.) ;  and  fmee,  as  ha*>  been  (hewn  at  large, 
persons  of  all  nations  were  on  a  level,  even  under  the 
law,  and  before  ir,  yea,  before  the  covenant  made  with 
s4hrabamt  as  to  their  guiltinefs  before  God,  and  their 
need  of  the  gofpel  way  of  j unification  by  his  grace  thro’ 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  let  us  now,  in  further  proof  of  this  im¬ 
portant  point,  go  back  as  far  as  the  original  apoftacy, 

in 


N  O  T  B  9. 

claufc  of  the  ter/e,  Jecms  to  relate  to  the  re-  jeke  in  hope  of  tie  glory  of  Col  /  eaJ  not  enh 
coJidlktioo's  takirtjj  effort  upon  us;  or  to  J&,  but  n-c  glrtt  in  irihtfatios  a7/&,  &r,'  Aii;l 
our  being  brought  into  a  (late  of  afkuai  it-  here*  Euvuift  in  UicmleioKUUti  vertex  r- * 
concitiatiun  and  peace  with  Gud,  and  jufti-  ho*-  eivn  their  aiilk'ticns  smtt  :ri.-.S  :u;rt-ihol 
jkatfon  hr  his  fight*  through  laith  in  Chrift’s  them  uith  oteidions  of  he 

blood,  which  theapofllc  lud  fpofcen  of,  ver.  fumes  ciaic*  ou  \\\  a  U-au- 

i,  jh.  and  which  in  the  vcric  after  this  (ver.  liful  gradation  to  a  t'^nhwT  initaiice  tfci-V 
ti.)  he  calls  on t  receiving  the  ntentmrnt.  glotying  in  God  hin&lf,  as  thi  ir  fttunrikd 

*  Net  eafy  fot  maoifcdly  refers  back  to  Oou,  and  as  the  lum  of  thd*  bapph.^S. 
ver*  if  3.  where  the  apoftlc  had  laid*  Wt  re*  through  Jeiu*  Chi-ht. 
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by  fi*i  in  which  the  Jem  were,  without  doubts  equally  iorof** 

Jeatbpaucd  uppn  w|t(,  t}je  CentiUs  t  For  a  by  the  firft  mao  Adam ,  who 
was  the  father  of  us  all,  and  with  whom  the  covenant 
was  made  in  innocent:/  for  himfdf  and  his  poftemy, 
fin,  that  warft  of  evils  *,  even  die  firlt  (in  committed 
by  him,  broke  in  upon,  and  was  propagated  from  him, 
to  all  the  human  inhabitants  of  this  world,  an  d  became 
the  fource  of  all  the  iniquity  that  has  ever  ftnee  been 
found  among  mankind}  and  as  a  fenrencc,  together 
with  the  beginning  of  death,  temporal,  fpirituai,  and 
eternal  f,  inclufive  of  all  the  miferies  of  this  life,  and 

of 

NOTES. 


*  It  is  not  faid  that  Ji#t+  but  /iff,  with  an 
tmphaiU  in  the  Imgubr  number,  (a  aptatftz) 
entered  into  the  to  intimate  that  it  was 

ii'it  any  iffeer-afts  of  Aiaxt*  firming,  but  his 
trd  fin,  while  he  flood  m  his  pub  tic  capacity, 
that  invaded  alt  his  offspring ;  And  as  this  is 
to  be  die  fin  of  one  men,  though  the 
and  Eve  finned  before  him,  it  (hews 
dial  he  was  the  corount-hiad  of  all  man* 
kind,  and  that  therefore  Aii  (in,  and  not 
It  charged  upon  than ;  and  for  the 
frncrcaioQj  as  foon  u  Adam's  ^S: in  had  ca- 
Ufi-J,  then,  and  not  before,  the  fcnttnccof 
fata  was  pronounced,  and  star  not  upon  the 
Jtrpcnf,  or  £wf  but  only  upon  the  fluw,  to 
whom  it  w  £tid,  Dufi  th it  art,  and  unto  do# 
JWr  than  reform  Gen.  iii,  ig, 

f  The  death  which  the  apoftlc  lays  faff* d 
ufrA  a U  ore  mans  /re,  is  maniMUy 

the  lame  with  that  which  the  ene  man  hjm- 
fdr  was  ocpojed  to  by  his  fin,  according  to 
Gad's  threat  mng,  that  u  /Ac  da/  be  fltmld  eat 
of  the  forbidden  fruit  be  JheuJd  farelj  die3 
(Gm*  ii,  »7*)  And  what  was  the  death  there* 
it.  threatened  i  but  a  deprivation  of  the  holy 
and  happy  life  of  foul  and  body,  in  the  i- 
uu^e  and  favour  of  God,  and  in  communion 
»ith  him,  wJiich  lie  enjoyed,  and  dunild  o- 
therrifo  have  been  confirmed  in  rich  rich 
advantage  Ibc  ever;  Accordingly  upon  Adam’i 
fn  he  was  liable,  not  only  to  diJeafos  and 
death  of  the  body,  but  alio  to  inward  dread 
awl  horror  of  foul,  under  a  Icn/t:  of  divine 
wrcith,  as  appeared  in  his  being  afraid,  and 
keying  to  hide  hhnftlf  from  the  protence  of 
the  Lord;  which  £vet  hh  wife,  alio  did, 
(Gen.  ill  8,  10.)  he  being  a  covenant  head 
and  reprefeatative  to  her,  as  well  as  to  die 
posterity  that  ibotiEd  proceed  from  them 
both :  *JLnd  it  is  ohjemblc,  that  though  hes 
fin  tw before  his;  yet  Jhe  had  no  horrors  of 
CMfllL'icnw  for  it,  till  after  he  hud 
and  fo  entailed  rhe  covenant  curk,  which 
Gird  bad  threatened  to  inflict,  in  caJo  he 
fKiutd  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  Gen.  ii. 
j?+;  and  this  threading  iv*s  formally  deliver* 
cd  only  to  Adam^  before  Eve  was  brought 
fjsth,  flic  being  then  as  much  naturally  and 

VoL.IIh  '  f*  c 


foedendly  in  him,  as  liU  offspring  won*' 
And  as  the  death  of  the  body  by  no  means 
in  for  s  an  extinction  of  the  find,  and  divine 
revelation  afford  usf  that  the  foul  liirvives 
the  body;  it  leems  necdlhrily  to  follow  from 
hent*,  that  this  death  extends,  not  merely 
to  a  feparatiouof  foul  and  body,  hut  hh t* 
wife  to  all  the  imeuftuefs  uad  diftrefo  that 
flow  from  the  diforderty,  ungovernable,  and 
tm&tis&ed  principles,  melumiims,  and  ap¬ 
petites,  tliaL  were  introduced  by  Jin ;  from 
the  lois  of  ihc  image  and  fa\ our  of  God,  and 
of  communion  with  him  j  and  from  a  feufe 
of  guilt,  and  ot  divine  diiplrufore  on  that 
account,  with  diiinal  ddpau-  oi  being  ever  n> 
covered  to  a  fhtt  of  happuiefs  again :  Nor 
couhl  filth  recovery  have  been  ti> 

pm  cut  this  death's  being  eternal  k  unicis 
Cod  hirofelf,  in  the  abundance  of  hi;  own 
mercy,  were  to  find  out  a  way  of  relief; 
which,  bleilcd  be  his  name,  he  h.:s  done  by 
our  Lord  J dus  Chrdt,  why  w  as  not  kgully 
in  Adan rt  as  a  covenant  head,  bcoiufo  Adatn 
ccafed  to  hr  fo  unmoliatcly  upon  his  liril  iin* 
and  Girill  w  js  not  promUed  till  afeer  the  fall, 

1  wir  did  driccnd  from  him  in  the  ordinary 
way  of  guiUTutiuOi  And  the  reufon  why 
death,  in  thefo  Its  mofl  dreadful  forms;  a* 
veil  as  the  mitrries  ami  mm-udity  of  ihc 
font  life,  ms  00:  expreifed  in  the  fontenoe 
pajLd  upon  Adam  foou  after  the  fall,  (i/en, 
iii.  it,*-p*90  feems  to  be;  becaafc,  jud  be* 
fore  God  pronounced  that  ientaia,  he  led 
grcrioudy  promlkil,  that  the  *ced  $f  the  u1** 
jxnn  fluid  V*t  Jirpcnn  irj./,  (C-n.  iii. 
tf.J;  and  thereby  uitimated,  thut  tills  tt-orft 
part  of  die  threatened  death  (L'uM  not  la 
executed  upon  thofe  who  IhouLd  bdirro  ia 
the  promifed  Saviour;  but  that  he  Ik  Hi  id 
tile  it  tway  from  them,  by  hU  own  iiiifcrw 
aiul  death  in  Ihcir  loom  and  ft&<L  Ac^ 
r^rdingly  our  apodlc  having  pleaded  for  tho 
jjitihcuinn  of  believing  GciuitfS,  ns  well  as 
Jewu  bv  ttw  free  graro  of  God  thri-ugh  ji> 
lux  Chritr,  frtMi*  a  coiiiidcration  of  the  (late 
of  thiujs  under  the  rha  p.  iii.  ztii]  even 

before  the  Avrahemic  covenant,  ch^p,  iv.  he 
here  carties  liii  axgunwot  back  to  the  eon* 
c  moiL 
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lUmeii,  for  that  cf  that  which  is  to  comei  made  its  way  into  the  world 
a  by  his  firft  fin,  and  fo  death,  in  all  its  hideous  forms, pat 
fed  to  tbe  whole  human  race  through  him,  in  whom 

they 

k  o  T  J£. 

mm  condition  of  both  theft  fort*  of  people  to  all  his  fpirituai  feedf  to  jfo, 
whiOt  included  all  mankind,  ever  f»nce  the  and  deaths  as  brought  m  by  Adajtty  to  all  fell 
fall  of  find  in  which  eveiy  one  of  tlw  aatutal  oJTtpnngj  and  fpoksof  the  latne  fort 

human  luce  were  alike  involved;  And  he  of  death  th{  C^ne  upood^  himfctfFybkht 
Hides  into  this  part  of  his  defi^n  in  a  wav  of  as  has  been  (hewn,  was  more  than  b are  mor* 
Inference  from  what  he  had  faid,  intheim-  tality;  and  it  is  oppoftd  to  that  eternal Bfi 
mediately  preceding  verfes,  about  rtconcilSa-  to  -winch  gwe  through  riihlcwfiefi*  hj 

tion  and  atonement,  as  already  made  by  Jtfit  Chrift  wtr  £wdt  (v$r.  ir,J  And  then, 
Chrift,  and  W'dvcJ  by  them  that  htlicvc,  id  the  following  parts  of  this  rpiflle,  lie  goes 
tilth  they  might  be  laved  froin  wiath  thro1  on ta fptak  of  under  dacha  notion  u 
him.  All  this,  together  with,  the  whole  carries  our  thoaghts.  beyond  a  meteprivation 
ftrain  of  the  apoftic*$  fthfecpicnt  reafoning  of  this  mortal  life;  as  particuiariy  when  he 
on  this  head,  u  to  me  a  llrong  proof,  that  fays,  (chap,  viit,  6r  ij_)  To  be  carnally  ariaJ- 
the  death  here  fpoken  of,  ns  coming  upon  id  is  death  \  and  if  ye  live  after  the  jfrft,  jf 
the  whole  world  of  mankind,  by  the  lin  nf  Jbatl  die.  Surely  by  theft  pafiages  he  meant 
fhe  ftrft  man,  is  not  to  be  confined  t  as  force  more  than  that  to  be  carnally  minded  iflucs 
Vrould  Jain  have! tyto  temporal  ajfKdiotti  and  mcr*  In  temporal  death  as  its pimtmment ;  andtktt 
fality  of  the  body  :  For  this  notion  of  death  if  we  lice  after  the  fldh,  \sc  Ifoali  die  cerpo- 
falls  vsftly  fhmt,  not  only  of  what  A dam  tally;  for  thU'nuift  benurcaft,  whether  we! 
htmftlf  may  well  be  fiipjiaftd  to  have  under-  be  carnally  minded,  and  live  after  the  Adh, 

1  flood  and  was  fuhji-fftd  to,  by  the  original  or  not.  But,  in  apportion  to  the  death  there 
threatning,  Gen,  ji.  tj.  compared  with  chap,  mentioned;  he  ipeaks  of  b  lift,  thatconfiih 
ht,  8,  io,  but  Iftcwift  of  themanifdl  defign  in,  and  revolts  from  our  bang  ffiritvafy  rid- 
of  theapo01e*$  argument,  ail  along  in  this  edt  uhich  cannot  bat  relate  to  a fpirHual and 
epiftk,  relating  to  the  guilty  ftate  of  the  eteraatlifc. 

yewjand  Gentiles,  which  made  a  better  rlgh-  Now  taking  things  In  this  light,  according 
tcoufnris  than  their  own,  neceflary  for  tkdr  to  the  pkun  and  molt  natural  :enic  of  llic  »* 
juftifiratinn  to  eternal  life.  For  in  the  for-  poftlc's  cxprcflions,  hts  way  of  rctfroing  if 
merpartof  the  epiflle,  be  had  been  t  nil  ft-  exceeding  clear  and  ftrong;  udallhhdit 
jng  on  a  {late  of  fin,  in  which  the  vrhote  world  courft,  in  this  and  the  former,  as  well  is 
fj  became  guilty  hf^rc  G*I,  (chap.  id.  ip,)  latter  part  of  the  epiftle,  is  nervate  and  tide* 
and  which  expofcd  them  to  miftries  beyond  a  ly  coahe£kdri>e«ntiful  and  hamontcuu,  to 
temporal  deaOi,  idling  as  that  thewraSbof  itcw  what  needcrcry  or.eof  the  human  race, 
Go:i  is  revealed  {mm  heaven  agmafi  all  staged*  T«rj  and  Gfxti'es,  have  of  being  juiliiid 
Rnrfiatidvtingkhntfjsefi  of  men,  (chap,  i.  itk);  freely  by  God's  grace,  through  the  rok-mp- 
'  that  impenitent  ftnners  treafute  up  to  them*  tfcn  that  is  in'J«us  Cfcrtfl,  and  by  frith  in 
/fives  wrath  ™ia \fi  the  day  if  wraths  and  rt  him.  flxtt  how  flat  and  weak,  iiKonrfulhc, 
velrilfri  of  the  rightist n  pdgm&tf  of  Godf  incoherent,  aud  nrduitabk  to  bis  own  pm- 
(chap.  ii.  y.) ;  and  that  at  ftutny  as  haw  finned  tipal  view,  mafi  we  make  the  apoftle**  srju- 
ynihsvJ  JdTPfjB.tH  affi  pmft  vitfrmt  Aiw  /  ment,  in  this  part  of  it !  if  wefnppofc  ilut, 
and  as  many  as  have  finned  in  ihe  law  r  fail  when  he  carries  it  bade  to  the  common  liitc 
be  judjtd  by  the  /iiv,  in  the  day  when  Gvd  fhatl  of  mankind,  by  reaftn  of  Adam's  fia,  ht  ui- 
'  judge  the  j^rrrfi  ew  by  Jtfus  Chrift,  ( t  er*  tirdy  drops  the  thought  of  Wrath  aod 
is,  i<S,)  whkh  rclucstowlm  h  conft<turat  relating  to  Mother  world,  to  which  they 
to  fcmporal  drsith,  even  U>  the  'indignation  *nd  expoftd,  as  he  had  been  reprcftntlng  St  ai  la* 
Vfr,Tffr)  iribetteiiot*  and  ahgttijb,  that  God  wtil  long  befon^  under  the  law,  and  prior  to  the 
render  to  thew  they  not  the  truths  m  op-  covenant  made  with  Abraham  i  and  th'jt  he 
pofition  tn  tbe  eternal  bfe  which  he  'aSH  glee  now  only  confiders  them,  as  fnbjeflcd  to  .vrc- 
trt  others,  J[ver.  7,— io.)  Accordingly  the  paral  ejflift&tj jmd  death)  under,  and  by  mr^ni 
bieffagt  fjx>kcn  of,  as  brought  Sn  by  Ctirift,  of  the  fill;  as  if  their  being  obnoxious  to 
for  ptribns  that  wei'e  in  !  heft  guilty  and  mi-  ihtfef  v?vn  all  the  calamity  that  they  wtre 
ftrable  clrciunitances,  are  redempt\o$t  fir-  expofttl  to  by  it  r  and  their  joiifticutwn  by. 
‘  yktentfi  of  Jinst  and  juilificathn  through ,th  Jefus  (Jhrift,  through  faith  In  him,  were  on- 
'  rigfaeoufoffs  of  Codt  (chap,  hi,  n,— -1^}  ly  neccfGtry,  in  the  preftnt  view  of  the  a1  tjn*' 
peace  aed  rtctndbntUn  with  God  by  the  death  of  merit,  or.  rxeernt  of  their  being  bwnght  Sr^ci 
w£lt  Sony  and  jhlrado n  ihrcugb  himM  (chap.  v.  a  Hate  of  etftitHoa  and  msrta^tf  hy  the  fl^cf 
>v-—io.)  And  ail  along  in  the  litter  part  of  their  1irilpareo£,  and  ihost  though  bclk^rs 
this  chapter,  tbeapoftle  oppofw  rirhhvrfaefiy  themftlves  are  ftill  ts  liable  to  this  fort  if 
fijtijtcaiioj}  and  hfey  as  brought  hi  by  Chrlft  death  us  any  ether  men. 
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«Jl  hire  finned,  they  all  finned,  as  in  their  public  head  and  reprefenta* 
uve  *,  in  whole  joins  they  like  wile  were;  infamuch. 
that  they,  on  this  account,  are  hy  legal  eftimation 
deemed  Goners  in  him,  his  offence  being  imputed  to, 
and  puntihed  in  them.  Now  as  this  is  the  cafe  of  one 
and  all  in  Adam,  and  (hews  that  the  Jew  is  as  much 
under  guilt,  and  has  as  much  need  of  the  gofpel-falva- 
tion  as  the  G entile  \  fo,  as  we  Hull  fee  anon,  (ver.  18$ 
19.}  f  fpiritual  benefits,  oppofite  to  alt  this  ruin  by  the 
firlt  man,  are  brought  in  by  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  a  publics 
head  of  recovery  to  one  as.  welt  as  another  of  thefe  forts 
of  people,  through  faith  in  him. 

ij  For  onril  And  tjjat  the  death  and  miferies,  which  are 

brought  upon  all  mankind,  came  in  by  Adarn>&  fin,  is 
evident;  For  fin  with  the  penalty  of  calamities  ami 

death 


NOT 

*  Adam's  poftcrity  being  in  fits  loins,  and 
bU  Jin  being  imputed  to  them*  may  be  ilW- 
tntid  by  Levi's  being  in  Abraham's  loins, 
(Hu4.  viL  9,  jo.)  and  by  the  Uw  of  nations, 
which  fo  far  imputed  the  treaJbn  of  a  rebelli¬ 
ous  nobleman  to  his  children,  as  to  bring  an 
ittjtifido'  upon  their  blood,  and  a  forfeiture 
oft  be  inheritance,  privilege,  and  honours, 
u'hich  would  othtTvifc  hare  dcfondcd  ta 
them,  A  ni  as  the  words  (^fo)  here  u&d, 
and  rendered  fir  that*  are  wdl  known  to  fig- 
nify  in  vJwij  and  this  fcnJe  is  favoifrcd  by 
the  preceding  verb,  wUch  fpcahs  of 

a  thing  already  done  before  we  were  bom,  and 
Jur.ifics  f&jfid  through*  and  (o  intimates  that 
d^ith  had  pafled  through  Me m  {u(  jr«yr«f 
to  eUmen;  and  as  it  Ucxpidsfy 
fu;d,  1  Cot.  XT*  ii*  that  {ft  Tit  AJb^)  fa  A- 
i:nt  alt  <£c;  and  this  beft  agrees  with  the  no¬ 
tion  of  hb  being  a  public  bend,  which  he  is 
evidently  reprefonted  to  be  throughout  this 
d:kourJe,  I  have  therefore  given  .that  Jenfc  of 
thele  words ;  and  yet  not  to  the  exclufion  of 
the  other,  which  our  mnfiation  fuggdts,  by 
Tillering  them  fir  the it  or  ia  fi  much  that 
they,  by  conrtmfHon  of  law,  are  accounted 
0*  have  fmned  in  him*  Dot  which  ever  way 
they  ^rc  rendered,  it  1%  obvious  that  a  (I  heve 
fi Kt;cd,  ifi  mentioned  as  the  rcafon  of  diuth's 
L-vfag  fiijfed  upon  alt  tutn^  and  in  the  for¬ 
mer  part  of  theTcrfr,  and  all  along  in  the  fol- 
Wing  context,  fin  and  death  are' plainly  diA 
ttaguiihcdj  one  from  the  other,  as  ceufi  and 
:  It  is  therefore  furprifog  that  any  flsonld 
wndcriland  att  haw  finned  in  this  verfe,  to 
lijriify,  hy  a  metonymy  of  the  caufc  for  the 
erflri,  all  are  fo  far  iWerers,  as  to  become 
mortal  and  fubjeffc  to  death ;  For  if  this  wri  t 
jiippoicd  to  be  the  ft-nfeof  thele  terms  in  ever 
ilt  many  other  places,  it  fonts  impofllbh: 
rirtt  it  itoald  be  th  iii  jfw,  where  fin  is  fo  ex- 
p  *£■!>'  mentioned  in  dijfinfihn  from,  and  as 
<u<  Wjha  or  procuring  c&ifa  of  this  efteft 


£  S* 

+  The  rtdtKttfjt,  or  fooond  part  of  the  com¬ 
panion  between  Aden  and  Cbrirt,  is  jmt.ofT, 
by  a  parent hefis,  to  ver.  iB,  *<i,  Hut,  £0  re* 
lieve  the  mind,  and  prevent  lortng  light  of 
it,  till  we  get  through  the  in’rrmcdKite  vtt* 
fos,  I  have  fisggefttfld  the  thought  here,  which 
w;U  be  more  enlarged  upon  there,  and  items 
to  be  futnmariLy  included  in  ver*  14.  where 
Adam  is  fpoken  of,  in  his  public  repicicata- 
tivc  capacity,  aa>  llw  figure  ef  him  that  was  to 
came. 

1  By  fin's  heirg  fa  tic  sew  Id ,  ftems  to  he 
meant  (as  Mr  Lft  kr  ohferves)  not  merely  tlwt 
fm  extfted,  but  that  it  alio  had  an  entail  of 
death  ojH>n  it,  as  iu  proper  puniilirncot  by 
virtue  of  ibme  law,  before  the  law  of  jVp/« 
u  as  given  to  Jfiratly  with  an  cxpirls  doclira-. 
tion,  that  tin*  ihonld  be  its  wadi's  '  For,  hi 
tht  preceding  verfc,  the  apoillc  had  fpokm 
of  fin's  entering  iatotht  vmrid*  and  death  bj  fix\ 
and  here  he  tdU  tw,  that  fin  is  W  imputed  * 
or  droved  id  tuch  a  mar.ncT,  as  totubjeifi  any 
one  to  a  penalty  for  it,  inhere  there  is  uj  tow 
to  bind  the  tranTgrcflor  over  to  fuch  penalty; 
and  in  the  next  veric  (fo  the  note  there)  lie 
fpcaks  of  the  death  of  tufa  ms  as  not  to  be 
accounted  far,  but  upon  the  foot  0*  tlicir  bo- 
mg  under  the  foiitionof  Ibmc  Liw  that  re¬ 
quired  it.  But  w'hat  law  could  ihts  be,  mi- 
Ids  that  which  was  given  to  Aihw  ?  ^inco 
there  was  no  other  law  before  AJs/rrS  timr, 
that  cxjjrefdy  made  dvath  the  punillizncot  of 
tran/grerting  it,  except  that  agumrt  murder 
after  the  flood,  (f?rcM*  ix*  <S.)  whicl)  infants 
could  not  tra^fgreis,  and  which,  ectmpare* 
tivdy  fpeaking,  wits  executed  but  iqx>n  very 
iewofmunkitid.  A  od  wh'jfjfr  can  the  BpoiUo 
mcau,  when  he  Jays  it  was  fa  the  war  id  he  fire 
tbefaw.  burth:it^'i|ri-v4/j7w,  which rttmeupon, 
or  imputed  to  all  mankind  ?  Since  tins 
the  ii*i,  which,  iwlie  had  laid  in  the  forego* 
!p+5  ciA&ed  fat}  the  liw/J ;  and  hnce  in 

tiV  next  verfo  he  fprtik*  of  infanu  lurtcring 

Sti  dki 
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the  !a^  tin  wa* 
in  *  he  w.rld  :  bu; 
fin  iiw 
id  v  :.tn  itkcrc  is 
Mho 


Tj  Nc  vert  lie  - 
left,  fkath  reign¬ 
ed  from  Adam  to 
Mitfcs,  even  over 
them  that  had  not 
fonfd  after  the 
fimilitudc  of  A- 
dsm's  uaiifaref 
foil, 


dejtn  anntxcd  to  tt,  was  always. in  the  world,  even  o- 
rigiaal  An,  ever  fince  the  fall  of  man,  before  there  was 
any  fuch  thin?  as  that  revelation  of  the  law  which 
was  given  by  Mojcs.  But  this  fuppofes  that  there  was 
Anne  law  in  being,  which  fin  was  the  tnutgrdTion  of, 
aiul  by  virtue  of  which,  fm  was  fi>  uiiiverfaliy  charged 
upon  all  mankind,  as  to  fubjcct  them  to  the  feotcncc 
and  penalty  of  death;  otherwife  there  would,  ftricUy 
fpeaktng,  have  been  no  fin  at  all,  much  lefs  any  room 
for  fuch  imputation  and  punifhmcttt  of  it*  (Chap.  iv.  15.) 

14  Neverthelef?,  it  is  certain  that,  for  about  two 
thouluful  five  hundred  years,  which  -intervened  between 
Adam’s  fall  and  the  delivery  of  the  law  by  Mofes ,  dea.h, 
with  all  its  dreadful  and  unknown  attendants,  cxcrcifcd 
a  terrible  and  untrerlal  dominion,  not  only  over  grown 
perfons,  that  finned  actually,  as  Adam  did,  but  even 
over  infants  themfelvds  ;  vmncf&thofe  of  the  old  world. 


that  perifhed  in  the  deluge,  and  thofe  that  wete  cut 
off  in  the  tremendous  destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah ,  as  well  as  all  the  little  children  that  were  fick,  con- 
vulfed,  and  torture*!,  and  then  died,  in  every  genera¬ 
tion,  though  none  of  them  could  have  committed  any 
affcua]  fin  *  to  deferve  fuch  pumfhment  as  Adam  had 
done ;  who  in  his  public  capacity  was,  by  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  God,  an  eminent  type,  (™«<)  pattern,  and 

figurative 


w  o  T  K  s. 


}!ie  S(t  of  ih:'.  (in,  thonjh  they  were 
nwT  -m\  ■  ;l  t'f  perianal  tranfjjivfliuij  of  any 
L*'*  hju  ibfLt  r* 

1  As  Urn  apoflle  had  neither  cxpreftly 
lYter^iourd  u*hat  W  iin  was,  r*or  i*  tall  n-r 
k  were  it  trati^rcffkn  of  a  j'tjiii  vt7  or  nt$rjj 
tomimnd  t  and  as  infants  certainly  dic'd,  as 
well  A3  other*,  and  ail  the  natural  dccend- 
tnts  of  Uw  fait  man  are  ipoken  of  hi  the  fol¬ 
ic:  .vjar  rruitc'sf  j  fabje^ted  to  death  by  his 
aft  hi  dhbfodVr-rr,  it  nnpmrs  to  me  to  be 
much  more  raiy  ami  neural,  and  more  di- 
■wily  to  the  apuftlc’s  pu.*p.jfr,  to  tifoktllabd 
by  jimtiJntte  c*  A3aw  i  trm&rtrifioK'y  a  fa 
ijfliiitiJik'  as  to  Jm  ft'rtlnsiiy  and  afi'utri  hu¬ 
lling.  a*  to  Ifa  Eraitfyftiliag  a  ftfitsvt 
pivrcpi.,  in  t-uling  ;iic  farbLJen  fruit*  And 
t*'U  p^itMrv  r^-Tkr  (x*i)  over  L hem  chat  Jr*d 
r*'.  :: :iiicd  after  the  Jimllitvde  of  si&aw's 
x  r.i  fa  ou ,  i  £  Airitriit  t?  r  oi  them  from  other; 

that  had  /?  famed,  as  ;Ai  hU  adult  offspihig 
iiifd,  like  hin,  by  oc'tua!  trail fsct^inri ;  fa 
that  death  reined  over  them  tim  had  no  o- 
thvr  than  original  Jin,  as  well  as  oct;r  th«ft 
thut  had  alii*  pcrfanally  famed ;  and  tbk 
maW  (mr.thcrapfcitfaf  arjumen:  in  ks  tit- 
motf  extent  and  for.r,  that  death  entered  in¬ 
to  the  world  by  the  fin  of  ftiiemn  ;  and  fa 
yetted  upon  id*  men,  far  dial  they  all  Ivac 
La  Led  fa  him,  Vi d*  par,  in  (vc*  ltliktwik 


appestrs  fruni  tlw  whole  drift  of  the  aprvfH/s 
argument,  that  children,  as  the  dependents 
of  a  fallen  brad,  were  Rut*- tired,  tor^thn  '?  k:i 
their  PtprvfanUtire,  to  I  he  luaic;  ffa  r  of  dea-li 
with  bvn ;  and  I  aefumn  far  il^c  di> 

plorahlc a-tmies  and  deaths  of  likh  an 

innumcrabb:  multitude  nj  them,  ujxm  any 
ther  fijumliiiojt,  thin  tkit  of  llwir  beinj  uu- 
dcr  the  ltne-chanie  of  Uiuir  reprcfentatiec's 
Jin*  lint  1m  ^  lar  tfje  rightcoulhcft  of  the  Jr- 
rond  Maa  may  extend  to  them  that  die  h 
infaunr,  to  prevent  an  execution  of  the  tiir*c 
io  the  fature  miicrie^  of  another  world,  is  n^t 
for  to  determine ;  wc  my  quietly  leave 
them  in  the  hands  of  a  merciful  Cwl,  uk} 
vec  are  fare  can  do  them  no  wrong ;  And  ?V- 
lltritifi  p:trcikts  (nay  with  great  fttisfaiflLvi 
hope  well  amcerning  the  eternal  hapjn*^^ 
of  their  dying  inputs;  Jincethey  neurr  h-ed 
Uicall  oifGod'&giactou;  covetumt,  into  wid.  h 
he  has  taken  bc-Iijvci  j  And  thcV  fad,  H'm\<  i 
that  i'CiLrf  head  in  ■V'fet'i  <;U  nxt'irGi  arc  S- 
fti*  ittit  then  it  fhouli  be  i^u:cml>eicd,  tl  -t 
nculliig  Chriir&  rvckmptioit,  :hp:si- 
fes  ihisn  to  have  been  muter  a  t  luir^eof ;  s;:I: , 
otherwise  therr  would  have  hccTt  iva  ;h\ 
fin-  uuy  recLjupLion  01  Jieoi ;  arrtl  ;i  i  y 
lutve  not  the  benefit  of  rv-Tcmf'tfaii  io  tl  - 

tber  world,  tliey  have  none  at  ail,  iica'  :V.cy 

isz  aifitfad  and  die  ju  tLis* 
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ficR.  «fao  i*  ih*  figurative  reprcientation  of  fometbin?  that  was  to  bear 
wwme! ^  a  corrffponricncc  to  him,  io  Jcrfus  Chrift,  who*  in  due 
time,  was  to  dcfccnd  from  his  loins  in  an  extraordinary 
maimer,  and  who  *,  tike  the.  firft  j/d-tm,  was  to  come 
into  the  world,  as  a  covenant  head  and  representative, 
for  conveying  life  and  nghreoufnefs. 
i5  But  not  as  15  But  though  Alamt  in  his  public  character,  was 
ti>f  oilctite,  ft  a!-  fuch  a  remarkable  type  of  Chnfl  ;  yer  we  are  norto  fup- 
fe  :i  !ht  free  gift.  p0fe  tjj?t  there  is  no  difference  in  the  parallel  between 
office™"8  one  them}  fo  that  the  benefit  which  comes  to  Jevr  and 
many  be  dead;  Gent  He  t  as  the  gratuitous  unde  fervid  gift  of  divine 
«ra  rf^GaT  Erace»  through  the  right eoufnefs  of  Chrill,  is  no  more 
and  the  pft  by  than  what  barely  tmfwers  to  the  mifehievous  cfkcls, 
jr^rc,  wbid frly  that  were  deferred  by,  and  inflicted  for,  the  high  pro- 
w,c  vocation  which  the  firft  man  was  guilty  of :  It  indeed 
doth  this:  but  this  is  not  all;  it  is  itill  more  abundant¬ 
ly  efficacious:  For,  as  to  the  eait/es  of  the  different  ef- 
fc£fs  produced  by  them  feveraily,  if  it  be  true,  as  has 
been  {hewn,  thatthrough  the  fall  of  one  who 

was  merely  a  man,  a  fcntcnce  of  death  has  p;;ffed,  and 
dreadful  drflrutfion  is,  by  the  righteous  difpenfation  of 
God,  brought  upon  the  whole  multitude  of  his  natural 
pofterity,  as  the  wages  of  his  fin;  much  more  may  we 
conclude,  from  a  confideration  of  God’s  fupciior  delight 
in  mercy,  and  of  the  incomparably  greater  excellence 
and  dignity  of  the  fecond  focderal  head,  who  is  the  Lord 
frem  heavttiy  (t  Cor.  xv.  47.)  and  fo  is  God  as  weli  as 
man,  that  the  exceeding  riches  of  divine  love  and  fa¬ 
vour  toward  the  loft  and  ruined  racef,  and  the  free  gift 
of  oppofite  ble  flings,  which  proceed  entirely  from  God’s 


n  o  t  k  s. 


*  That  dtdxm's  being  the  \vpt  or  fivitrr 
hw  /w  wi  i*>  ccm related  to  the  purlk  ra- 
pkttv  v.hkh  btfb  Jufhdncd,  and  to  the  ccnrty- 
a&<\  that  were  made  by  the 
to  1  hdt  refpeftfvc  feeds,  a*  comprehended  in, 
ar.d  pJistcf l  tinder  them  appears  f*r»m 

the  vvK>le  tenor  of  the  fWhwins  di&mirfe, 
and  from  the  apnftlg’s  of  Ad<im,  ra¬ 

ther  ti  1:111  hj’  him  fisift  Ewt  though  flic  was 
JM  in  the  trenfrrclfrm,  as  the  figure  of 
CirM,  in  what  he  was  going  to  £ly  concern¬ 
ing  the  efliifk  that  proceeded  from  one  art! 
the  m  her ,  Armrcl  ingl  y  the  ft  me  a pofllc  r  d!  s 
u>,  (1  £V.  xt,  a*,  4*,}  that  tfJ/tf  Aim; j  Ml 
iki  fo  iw  ChrldMU  that  arc  to  he  raifcri 
to  eternal  happinefs,  fiMl  be  w  tic  a Svc ;  and 
he  thrrcl'prak$  of  AA&*n  and  Cbrifi  ,  ti.e 
j\rij  and  freeni  man  ;  at  if  no  other  iiidn  had 
liiCti  hi  the  world  between  them  j  and,  all  a- 
in '  that  chapter,  he  Jets  out  di?  rdc:n- 
h-aee:  of  then  public  diara/W  artd  influence, 
tho'^h  to  contrary  cfilvts,  on  t  iio&ilct:  fJ-.uul 
under  them  rrii/eflh'r'.y,  five  lor  a  further 
^couit  of  tiiij  covcniint^onJihaLiuiij  aiui  oi 


own 

the  equity  of  it,  ferrron  ik,  on  f£ib  end  f?vc- 
ike,  pniadnxUf  Jimj-ftrctJ. 

t  TLc^rau' bjt  G$d  ti^niirt's  hisffrt  '^roitr; 
and  tht  jf//>  %Ti the  iK-ncht  CvJticfi  i.*  free¬ 
ly  hirftowedon  many,  the  U~J2m  of  me?e  fa¬ 
vour,  And  it  may  be  alimvul  that  ihe  a- 
poflle  ail*  itietorro  w.iJiy  in  it\\$  v<-rrct  and  in 
xer,  1  *»>id  the  term  a/1  ww  in  ver.  lV,  pro- 

ipifcuouriy,  Uutai  both  Uwli:  tc;inv  areef- 
ten  ;,n  fcripiiue  ui;[i  a  jrrvjier  or  mote 
rrilruin^l  btitod^  i->  the  narure 

of  the  fuhjtrt  and  nrstiiiicnt,  (hc  the  nous 
on  Jdr ;  \r  it  ap.  and  i  Ctt\  v.  1 7.)  they 
einiitit  h-d  tulica  hi  !■!;■  ftme  extent A  xvhen 
li.cy  *rv  appUnl  in  *A\eiz  cei  fvStothe  t/*d 
t!.e  iK'tav  sifthe  tird  und  sUa*n.  t^*v 

ului  pnui^tmcc  ir,  a;  true  ;n  Siwf,  that 
f'v  trn  vfl  counts  upon  e\  cry  of 

ntank:^il  uxft  i.vjtijiifiti  a  a/ lift,  n>  :n  vr  r.  j'i. 
(v  th:it  they  ?.%  ivithout  rx>xpti)n, 
iiiikifh,  j:lr+/illst  ;ind  lirch  i»s  ujver  hv'-oi  r*f 
Cu  rid,  or  the  t:i>>:f  i:oti>:'£GOily  iuiunMU.'^ 
anti  are,  or  lhall 

he  ff.trti,’  or  c&iiuiidivit  »* 
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on?  man,  Jefut 
Chrillt  hsi'h  a* 
hounded  unto 
snairy* 


ltf  And  net  as 
it  nirij  by  one 
-that  finned,  Jb  ij 
the  gift;  for  the 
}ud^::,cnt  u«  by 
one  to  eondem na¬ 
tion;  but  the  free 
(rift  ts  of  rramy 
oflcacc*  unto  juA 
4  Scut  ion. 


own  mere  grace*  through  this  feconti  glorious  man* 
even  JcluS  Chrift,  has  its  abundant  virtue 

and  power' cowards  all  his  (piritual  feed,  and  in  giving 
them  greater  happinefs  than  they  loft  by  the  falls  whe* 
ther  they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles*  whofc  nature  he  aflumed, 
that  he  might  be  a  head  of  recovery  to  them,  and  who 
are,  abfclutely  fpeaking,  a  great  multitude*  which  no 
man  can  number*  of  all  'nations*  and  kindreds*  and  people* 
and  tongue j,  (Rev*  vii*  y.) 

1 6  And,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  effects  of  thefe  two 
heads,  though  not  with  refpect  toihe  number  of  per¬ 
forms  that  come  under  them,  yet  with  rcfpefl  to  efficaci* 
vus influence*  thrreisthisfnnherhappy  difference,  vrhich 
redounds  to  the  honour  of  the  fecond  head,  that  the  free 
gift  of  God's  gfiice,  through  Jefns  Chiift,  is  not  barely 
a  remedy  an  fiver  able  to  the  mifehlef  of  the  fir  ft  Adam% 
fin:  No,  it  is  much  more  than  this;  For  the  guiltand  judi¬ 
cial  fenttnee  that  pnfTed  upon  all  mankind  to  thrir 
condemnation  f,  was  on  account  of  one  fin,  which  he 
committed,  who,  though  a  tingle  perfon,  reprefeoted 
all  his  pofteruy  :  But  the  free  gift  of  God's  grace,  thro1 
the  obedience  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  is  effectual, 
not  only  for  the  reraiffion  of  that  one  fin,  hut  alfo  of 
innumerable  other  perfonal  tranfgieflions,  whereby  fal¬ 
len  men  have  ftilt  more  and  more  revolted  from  God, 
and  highly  offended  him;  it  is  effectual  unto  their  com¬ 
plete 


n  o 

t  Cfiti&n wefars  {Kariiy.ptujx)  la  the  fame 
word  tlmt  is  u Jed  frr  lo  act- 

util  at  Rom.  viii,  i.  which  is  Hi?  only 
pbee  Wfdcs,  where  it  is  frond  in  all  the 
New  Tcfianjcnc.  And  as  (yf^a) 
w^f  properly  toil'll,  not  an  tft  of  mere 
foreman  ty,  ncr  the  natural  conieijucncc  of 
fin,  lint  a  legal  ftntenee'ori  its  account;  this 
frp poles  a.  laiv-rh&ritt  of  guilt,  wkL  iuch  a 
cnrscerri  in  the  fin,  ns  nn^ci  it,  in  a  moral 
tome  v-;y  oiirs ;  other  wife  I  ii? 

how  the  peu:ii'  Jemmee  cnuld  he  judicially 
and  ri"ht«>pfiy  pronounced  and  executed  in 
any  part  or  v-t  Upon  ail  Afom'%  feed ;  and 
tL'rtfr'o  l  have  uten  into  the  conlhu&iou 
t!\t  ln*.±  oi  guilt,  as  ttdl  as«f  a  lau-leruence : 
And  ns  judgment  hy  tot  (**  («f)  heir,  and 
(ft*  n  iii  the  next  vrrej  may  li^nify 
h  wjiftt  as  we H  as  by  tot  twjh,  f  have  inclu- 
dtd  burh  tliWr  fcnfo;  cfpccialiy  finer  one  fin 
of  A*hw  is  ail  aWjjf  fpokcu  ofi«  the  lingular 
jurat vV,  as  the  original  caofe  of  all  the  itii- 
jLTirs  th it  came  upon  his  pofterity  :  And  the 
of  this  t*r  becau ft  the  covenant 
broken  !>y  his  fu'ft  fin, bet  hereupon  ttaf’ed 
to  be  a  public  head?  and  fa  his  after-fitts  were 
*°*  imputed  to  his  offspring,  any  mw  than 
i he  fins  oi  thyix  immediate  parent;*  T!iou*h 


T  E* 

fomt  are  aptto  think  too  Hghlly,  and  even 
mate  a  jifi  of  this  fin  of  Arfam7  and  to  cav;l 
at  the  judicial  entail  uf  death  and  eondeti-n^- 
tion  upon  hi*  pofterity,  only  J'vr  his  as 

htdievcHifly  to  exprefs  u  : 
Yet  it  was  really  a  high  aggna-untitot  in  fit-id 
of  an  ahatement  of  his  guilt,  that  for  fafiKt?’l 
a  thing  as  caring  an  apple,  which  he  had  no 
occasion  for*  and  might  easily  have  ab(Lun?d 
from,  he  would  ahuk  the  noble  liberty,  at^l 
moral  as  well  as  natural  power*,  God  had 
Xtvr-ihtnn;  woahl  be  dillariifiedwith  hU  pre* 
fent  holy  aad  happy  Rate;  would  give  cnd\l 
to  the  devil  rather  than  to  God,  and  foafplrg 
after  an  independency  on  fcinu  would  valuta 
larily  rebel  again  ft,  and  ungratefully  fly  in 
the  fice  oT  the  fovtreignty  and  aothf-isty, 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  ht^  Maker,  who 
dearly  knew  had  himfelf  immediately  and  c\- 
preftly  forbid  his  eating  of  this  fruit,  mid  i,: 
this  only,  under  t]ic  frrefdr  ppulint,  as  lit 
ca/idt  teft  of  his  ohedicnrt  that  ran  bu  ir»*u  *■- 
nedi  But  h  would  carry  me  beyond  the  rti 
tote  of  my  prefen t  urori  to  go  into  a  par.it1- 
lar  detail  o!  the  great  heinoufrtf*  and  nu.v. 
rous  aggravation  s  of  this  com  plicated  fin:  :  : 
wdtteh,  fwc  Ih  mcn  A*  onfriii  JtU  tra&tf*  .. 
JStrry-Jlrctf* 
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The  Epijile  to  the  Romans  paraphra/ed, ,  407 


1?  For  if  by 
one  inW*Qlfcflct) 
d*^th  nijrncd  by 
ore ;  much  *10 re 
theywhichrective 
abundance  of 
gr^ce*  and  of  the 
yift  of 

nefs,  fhult  rti^n 
mine  byone,  Jc- 
fui  Chrift, 


»8  Therefore, 
a  by  the  offence 
of  one  judgment 
f  imt  upon  all 
nica  to  condem* 
nation : 


plete  difeharge  from  ^11  their  a&ual*  a 3  well  as  origin 
nai  guiit*  and  unto  their  entire  freedom  from  all  con¬ 
demnation*  and  full  jcceptance  with  God*  as  righteous* 
through  faith  in  this  great  Head  and  Ktdeemer* 

17  And  this  {hew*  the  different  nature  of  the  cffe£ts 
and  conferences  of  the  acts  of  thefe  two  public  heads, 
which  gives  us  the  moft  advantageous  view  of  Chiift, 
and  of  the  grace  of  God  in  him  :  For  if  by  the  provo¬ 
king  fall  (Ta  M^Tfijicari}  of  one  man,  the  common  father 
and  head  of  the  whole  human  race*  death,  with  all  its 
terrible  attendants  and  conferences*  in  this  legal  man¬ 
ner*  invaded*  fubdued*  and  exercised  dominion  over 
them*  by  the  malignant  influence  which  is  derived  to 
them  from  that  one  man*  and  from  his  firft  (in ;  much 
more  may  we  be  farisfied*  from  God's  rejoicing  to.  ex» 
ercife  loving  kindnefs  in  the  earth*  that  all  thofc,  who 
by  faith  embrace*  clofe  with*  and  arc  made  partakers 
of  the  rich  abundance  of  his  favour  and  love  through 
Jefus  Chrift;  and  who*  fcnfiblc  of  their  own  unworthi* 
nefs*  accept  the  free  gift  of  bis  prrfcft,  everlafting,  and 
infinitely  meritorious  righteoufhefs,  unto  judificatioa 
of  life,  (ver*  18*  fee  the  note  on  chap*  i.  17.)  together 
with  all  the  overflowing  and  fuperabundant  blefliiigsthat 
are  purchafcd  by  it;  much  more*  I  fay*  may  we  be  af- 
fured*  that  all  thefe  ih all  have  a  facred  freedonrfrom  the 
guilt  and  tyranny  of  fin*  and  a  noble  dominion  ever  it, 
in  a  fpiritual  life  of  grace  here;  and  (ball  triumph  over 
death  and  all  its  terrors,  together  with  every  other  ene¬ 
my,  in  3n  everiafiing  life  of  bleflTednefs  and  glory  hear- 
after;  and  this  they  {hall  do  by  one*  who  alone  is  the 
fecond  covenant-head*  even  Jefus  Chrift*  the  Saviour 
of  loft  finners* 

18  Therefore  *f  to  return  to  what  has  been  already 

fuggefted  about  the  cntiance  of  fin  into  the  world*  ( ver . 
12.}  ami  Adam's  being  the  figure  of  him  that  was  to 
come*  [ver.  14*)  as  by  the  fall  )  <>f 

one  man,  Adamy  whereby  rhe  great  and  holy  God  was 
highly  offended,  fin  broke  in  upon  the  whole  human 
race*  to  bring  them  under  afentence  of  law- condemns* 


*  The  apoflfe  having  fiidt  w.  u.  by 
'way  of  inference  from  foregoing  difeourfe* 
Where fae  ai  by  one  man  fa  entered  fata  the 
TttsrH  and  dealt?  h  Jin  j  andfi  dffllb  ptijfi'd  up¬ 
on  ail  we*,  fa  that  &ll  have  finned  p  and  ha¬ 
ting  in  the  five  following  verfes  prored  tins 
point,  and  represented  Adam  as  a  of 

Ctarift  in  his  public  rapacity*  and  fhewn  how 
hi  the  of  the cofid  covenant  head  ex* 

ctxjs,  or  itfCLfbes  beyujid  the  fad  elfcdb  <jf 


the  firj? ;  He*  in  *his  verlc,  refiune*  ilie  ftrft 
branch  nf  the  compel  ifon,  whirl  1  was  three 
laid  down  ;  and  adds  the  other  hrjitch  of  it, 
to  fhtvv  ;hc  ftmilitnde  there  is  between  thc£c 
two  hcad*j  <vi:h  rcfpeft  to  the  rranNCr  of 
conveying  (heir  rUflrrcnt  effefls ;  ard  h>  £res 
oit  [■>  rompktv  the  argument  which  he  had 
kit  iir  pcrlt^l  before*  Sec  the  liiird  note  cn 
\er,  <  i- 
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nation:  even 
by  the  r 

fids  of  one,  the 
fr?t  *'ifx  .  **e 
cm  all  men  unto 
juiiiutbn  of 

ir^ 


T0  V*r  as  hy 
one  man4*  difo- 
ta-cdirnec  many 
»er!  made  (in* 
ocri;  fo  hy  the 
obedi- 


tion  *f  which  expofed  them  ro  all  the  miferres  included 
in  th*  term  death,  and  made  them  children  cfmfaih,  by 
nature,  one  as  well  as  another,  {Epb*  ii,  3*)  in  as  much 
as  in  Adam  alt  died ,  {1  Cor .  xt*  22*);  even  fo,  juft  in 
the  fame  manner  of  conveyance  from  a  public  head,  by 
the  infinitely  perfr£t  and  worthy  obedience  and  fuffer- 
inps  of  one,  namely  Jefus  Chrift,  which  together  make 
up  the  co  mpletc  righccoufnefs  that  is  demanded  by  the 
broken  law,  in  order  to  the  juftificatioa  of  a  firmer,  the 
free  gift  of  God’s  grace,  in  making  over  this  righteouf* 
nefs,  with  all  the  bleflings  procured  by  it,  effeQoally 
extends  to  nil  Cbrift’e  fpi ritual  feed,  an  and  through 
him,  (fee  (he  note  on  ver -  15.)  even  to  all  men,  of  what 
nation  foever,  that  by  faith  receive  the  abundant  gra c c* 
and  the  gift  of  right  eoufncfs  before  mentioned,  (ver.  17-) 
unto  their  entire  difcharge  from  guilt  and  condemns 
tion,  and  their  full  acceptance  vith'God  to  eternal  life  : 
And  fo  both  thefc  difpenfatinns  (land  on  a  legal  foot, 
which  places  the  aels,  as  well  as  fiifferings,  of  repre- 
fenntive?,  to  thofe  that  were  one  inlaw  with  them* 
i  9  For  f  as,  on  one  hand,  by  the  imputation  of  one 
man's  a£l  of  aggravated  difobedience  to  God's  command 
in  earing  the  forbidden  fruit,  vaft  multitudes,  even  all 
his  natural  defcendeius,  were  fubjefted  to  a  law-charge 
of  guilt,  and  fo  wrteawat)  were  judicially 

conftjtuted  finners,  and  condemned  as  fucb,  and  there¬ 
by  brought  umter  the  pumfhmeiK  of  a  depraved  nature, 
definite  of  righteoufnefs,  and  prone  to  all  fin;  they 
being  involved  with  their  covenant  head  and  reprefen- 


tative  in  his  crime  j 

W  O 

.  *  The  words,  judgment  came,  ire  not  in 
the  original,  as  the  F-ag&fa  reader  may  fre  by 
their  being  pm  hi  diffl-rm;  charaftero,  And 
coffftdcring  that  the  apofljc  here  refuffltt  the 
argument,  bceitn  at  ver.  tx*  it  teems  to  me, 
iliac  u'hac  ts  lacking  in  this  part  of  the  fen- 
teneej  nii^ht  he  more  jtiftly  and  proprrJy  hU 
kd  tip,  by  fop  plying  from  that  veri<\  Sij) 
rrt£iyjt  than  by  rating  the 

the  lVp(r’e.iKiJt,;iff/jn;fAjr  tame,  from  ver*  *<1, 
Tot  the  ivlh  verft  fronds  in  the  parenthef;s 
vhich  lyes  between  the  main  argument,  and 
only  judgment*  and  not  judgment 

c+9K€t\$  lobe  Tound  even  there.  But  she 
fres  fl*t  1,1  lh*  Utter  p*rr  of  thU  iS:h  verle, 
may  more  naturally  be  fiipplkd  from  ver*  rtf. 
htca^fe  whst  the  apofUc  bad  there  been  fry* 
iitf ,  diome  the  benefit  brought  in  by  Chrift, 
gave  a  fit  oecafion  for  his  returning  to  this  fe¬ 
cund  me.ulM.Tof  the  companion  bctn-ctn  the 
t^vo  p-rM*c  beads. 

|  The  apoftlc’s  introducing  this  verfe  with 


:  So,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  im¬ 
putation 

T  E  $* 

the  cafual  particle  far,  (hews  that  he  u  here 
pm  ring  what  be  (aid  in  ihe  foregoing  verfe; 
which  he  doth  by  felling  before  of  the  leg-J 
ground  of  that  condemrurion  which  is  the 
f  dort  of  the  Aril  Adam't  fin,  and  of  that  )uf- 
tificatten,  which  is  the  effect  of  (he  rigbtc* 
oflfhefs  of  Chrift;  that  this  lyes  in  the  impu¬ 
tation  of  one's  fin,  and  of  the  other's  rigb- 
leoolhdi,  to  aft  that  are  included  in  each  of 
thole  covenant  beads  or  rvprcfieotativcv  re- 
fprfttTcly*  But  to  make  the  esprcflioiis  in 
both  theft  verfei  of  one  and  the  fame  ligntli* 
cuion,  as  they  do,  who  by  made  finzrn, 
here,  andorftand  At  1j  jetted  to  death  by  the 
fcnteocc  of  God,  and  by  judgment  te  (SJt:- 
vcr.  itf-  under/ and  the  lemenec 
of  Condemnation,  is  to  expoft  the  apoftk‘.i 
resfoning  to  the  utmoft  contempt;  n  if  he 
would  prove  idem  per  Uen,  the  funt  thin; 
by  itfdf,  or  by  onry  repealing  the  very  fimc 
idci  in  other  words* 

\  Mzic  fusers  and  ncade  nghem*  molt 

Ltniuc- 
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tdwdi-nctnf  OTIC 
ihil!  many  be 
■n^k  righteous. 


tt>  Moreover, 
the  Uw  entered 
that  the  orier.ee 
nurfu  aUrond : 

But 


putation  of  the  perfect  and  glorious  aftive  *,  as  veil  a$ 
pafiive  obedience,  of  one  eminent  (ingle  perfon,  to  God 
and  his  law,  namely  of  Cbrift  alone,  (hall  great  multi¬ 
tudes,  even  all  his  fpiritual  feed,  be  judicially  confti* 
tuted  righteous,  {***"«  and  be  juftified  as 

fuch,  through  faith  in  him,  {chap,  iii.  22.)  and  (hall  be 
brought  under  a  holy  influence  to  fim&ify  their  nature, 
in  virtue  of  his  righteoufnefs  imputed  to  them  ;  they 
being  comprehended  in  this  fecond  covenant-head,  who 
went  through  this  obedience  unto  death,  as  their  re- 
prefentative,  in  their  room  and  (lead. 

20  And  (*)  in  procefs  of  time,  long  after  the  en¬ 
trance  of  fin  and  death,  {ver.  12.)  the  Mofaic  law,  in¬ 
cluding  its  moral  parts,  was  introduced  by  fpecial  reve¬ 
lation  among  the  J/raelHes;  not  that  they  might  be  jus¬ 
tified  by  it,  but  that,  by  its  difeovering  how  far  they 
fell  ftiort  of  its  holy  requirements,  and  how  their  native 
corruption  was  rather  irritated  than  fupprdTed,  by  the 
drift  holinefs  of  its  precepts,  and  the  feverity  of  its 
curie,  they  might  fee  that  the  fall  (T*  of  their 

firft  father  and  covenant-head  had,  by  its  malignant  ef- 
fefts,  made  the  power  of  fin  to  abound  in  them  +  ;  and 

might 


NOTES. 


Immediately  relate  to  the  condeimatihe  and 
jafnj'ritvsH  f poken  of,  vcr.  ifl,  anymore 
remotely  to  gravity  at* d  fohjxfti  u  the  cf- 
fefts  and  cottjcqitcttcc*  of  the  fin  and  rlghre- 
oJi.d-  :tut  <*ie  impuicd  for  ccrdr  .grulion 
and  :  ;>o<:  «J  whi'-h  d  rtato 

andihrui^h  thcothtrof  which  grace 
amr?  ctr  .i.il  u fcf  as  y.  osi'crvcd  rri  the 
winding  up  ol  iht  whole  tfcdmenr,  vcr-  ti. 
But  in  whoever  fehfe  vie  underft-uwl  our  be¬ 
an j  m-*dt  ftnetn,  and  wade  rijjAbrra J,  the  a* 
polT.e  here  (peaks  of  it  a*-  bmujilii  to  pafs, 
n=K  by  any  perionaj  ids  of  oar  own,  but  by « 
ih?  UpeefoBtt  ot  Audm,  and  the  ebciky,xC  of 
C  tin  ft-  This  ts  too  plato  to  be  denied ;  and 
therefore  tome,  to  fene  an  hypothecs,  would 
have  ii,  that  made  jt/uttn  fi unifies  only  made 
vntteL  or  fubj&tdto  keth^  by  the  fentcoce 
of  fed :  But  though  the  word  jinntrs  (*>**£- 
fchet)  occurs  near  iifiy  times  in  the  Ncw-Tcf- 
taiucnf,  1  cannot  find  that  it  is  ever  once  iifed 
in  this  fenfc ;  aud  the  apoftfc,  at  the  head  of 
bis  argument  in  this  chapter,  vcr*  is.  evi¬ 
dently  dUlinguilfc*  fin  from  deaths  By  oa e 
man  fin  attend  in:*  the  v# rW,  and  kath  by 
Jw,  3tc*  Sin  is  the  c&ufr  aud  death  the  c^Tfff ; 
and  therefore  fiuucri  and  mertai  eamtot  be 
meant  one  and  the  fame  thing,  especially  In 
a  difourfe  where  fin  and  death  had  been  fn 
accurately  diftingwthcri  at  the  very  beginning 
of  it-  See  the  ircond  note  on  ecr  i  a.  And 
how  abfurd  is  it  to  Jiippofe,  uhh  a  iat?  au¬ 
thor,  that  impeoiim  jUnet*  of  mankind 


(hall  be  judkiaffy  CGrtftluici  rrgbteamy  hardy 
by  behi g  railed  to  iife  dgrtin ?  fiocc  their  rvlbr- 
reftinn  wifi  be  «  damfat/fo*,  fiamef  and  ever* 
tafiiug  wvtcfnpt;  in  oppofitkm  to  a  ndunee* 
cioo  /.  evcrttJiUg  A/e.  Dan.  xi i*  a.  and  John 

Vh  ajl* 

*  Astbc  apoftleimdoubtedty  meant,  that 
by  Adam's  aH  cf  disobedience  in  eating  the 
forhilden  fruit,  many  verr  ir»jJc  fiatters  ;  So 
the  btMty  of  the  antithtfii  would,  in  gnat 
meafarc,  he  bi>,  if  we  were  not  to  fnppofc 
that  he  included  the  is  wdt  ar  paHIve 

ohtdicn>  c  of  Chrift,  both  of  which  were  in¬ 
deed  one  entire  courfe  of  obedience  uato 
death,  (Phil,  iu  8  )  i\utt  by  which  mavy 

jbatl  U  made  rigbttom*  And  it  is  obfrjveabk, 
ihat  being  made  or  conftimted  (umeti,  it 
fpokvti  of  what  all  mankind  already  wrrr, 
by  the  dilobediencc  of  Adam :  But  befcg 
made  or  oonA-tmct!  ri^hteavs1  by  thcobedU 
ercc  of  ChrifV,  is  fpoken  of  as  a  future  be- 
iicfit,  which  jbaU  take  place  upon  all  thnfb 
that  through  faith  come  under  him  as  their 
head  of  influence,  as  wtl  as  of  reprefim  ca¬ 
tion* 

f  God's  defl^n  in  giving  the  law  was,  not 
!o  promote  (he  mcrcafc  of  fm,  or  to  encou¬ 
rage  the  ftnncr**  comnuttm^  it  \  hut  to  de- 
monOrjiu  the  horrible  evil  of  fin  in  a  e\cir 
and  (Irikhjfr  li"htt  and  to  Jay  the  confcicnce 
under  ;sn  of  it,  end  lisf, 

in  Ihbtcrviccce  io  hh  fuither  dxrfjgn  of  dit- 
phiyhig,  rccorjminiiing,  -and  off  Ms 

grace 
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wbcrr  fin  might  be  the  more  deeply  irapreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
Hd^moch*  mole  heinoufnefs  and  provocation  of  that  firll  fin,  and  of  all 
4mm4:  their  own  perfonal  tranfgreffions,  which,  in  confe- 

qoence  of  it,  and  under  its  influence,  they  had  wilful¬ 
ly  and  injurioufly  committed,  and  by  which  they  had 
practically  approved  of,  and  confented  to,  Adams  a£t 
of  dtfbbediencc*  But  fo  furprizing  and  endearing  are 
the  glorious  riches  of  divine  grace,  which  takes  its  mo¬ 
tives  and  arguments  from  itielf,  and  proceeds  dircftly 
contrary  to  the  ill  deferts  of  the  creature,  that  among 
thofe,  in  whom  Hit,  with  all  its  aggravations,  had  thus 
prevailed,  and  to  whom,  in  every  view,  it  had  thns  .ap¬ 
peared  to  be  abominable,  and  head-ftrong,  and  defer- 
viog  ofcondemnation  and  death,  the  free,  matchlefs  and 
fovereign  lave  and  favour  of  God,  took  an  advantage,  in 
the  molt  illuftrious,  extenfive, and  fuper-aboundmg  man* 
ncr,  to  exert  and  difpUy  itfelf  in  pardoning,  not  only 
that  firft  fin,  but  all  their  mul  iptied  actual  tranfgref- 
(ions,  (ver,  16.)  and  in  advattciug  them  to  higher  hap- 
pinefs  than  they  loft  by  the  fall. 

at  That »  Go  2t  And  God,  in  his  infinite  wifdom,  has  taken  this 
method  to  fet  off  the  riches  and  the  freenefs  of  his  fe'f- 
ml^htV^MKigo  *p0T'ng  goodnefs  and  mercy,  {«“)  to  the  end  that,  as 
Un<onf>h  ligMc-  fm  *,  through  the  offence  of  the  (irft  covenant-head, 
awiiicts uoto «h er*  {yer.  17.}  had  in  a  tyrannical  manner  ufurprd  the 
throne,  cxercifed  Its  cruel  dominion,  and  gathered 
ftrength,  ftill  more  and  more,  till  it  had  quite  maftcr- 
ed  the  whole  world,  and  bore  down  all  before  it,  unto 
the  rendering  of  Jcwty  as  well  as  Gentilei,  dead  in  Go, 
and  obnoxious,  not  only  to  temporal,  but  death, 

in  oppoGtion  to  eternal  life,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  1 2.) 
and  unto  its  triumphing  in  their  deftru&ion,  and  ia 
death,  (w  « ***<*«)  as  in  its  proper  territories :  Even  fo, 
on  the  contrary,  thtf  richcB  of  God’s  free  grace  might 
fet  up  its  throne  on  the  ruins  of  fui,  and  might  triumph, 
like  a  glorious  and  fupeiior  fovereign,  in  fwaying  its 
powerful,  mild,  and  holy  feepter,  in  pardoning  and 
fubduing  all  iniquity,  and  in  threading  abroad  the  blef- 
fings  of  falvation,  through  the  perfect  and  infinitely  ex¬ 
cellent 


NOTES. 

gTUt  io  Chrift,  with  the  greater  advantage,  and  if  /sand  rlgktnvfntftmi  und?t  the  like 
that  the  fini'cr  might  fee  hie  abfolme  need  of  figure,  m  the  following  chapter,  from  the 
it,  and  might  be  brought  the  more  gladly  and  uih  to  the  ioth  verfe  And  jratc  rr:gimijr 
hwiiiyro  embrace  it,  ami  rejoice  in  it*  What  /frurgfr  TijUttaufAffa,  mufi  relate  to  the  tigti- 
the  apoftlc  hy$t  chap.  vii,  7a-^io-  caA*  a  leoufrefs  of  Cbtilt,  and  noi  to  an}  iighiunitt- 
good  light  upon  thi*  nef$  of  our  own :  OthcrwiJe  then  would  he 

*  Hots  fin  rre,  by  a  noble  vign*  no  room  for  the  objection  that  follow  *,  ih;p. 

tnuc  fnfiptftiat  bid  to  Ttijv,  as  if  they  were  vh  t,  Skaiinf^  Cii trtw  in  fin  tLit 
fcrjbtis  that  cxcrcifcd  fovereign  dominion;  $ls&ud{ 
n  iirth  alio  *js  reprefented,  ver.  17, 
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rit  Vi  e,  by  Jefiu  cdlent  rightcoufttcfc*  even  the  obedience  and  fufftTingS 
<ibrilt  our  Lord*  Gf  another  covenant-bead,  (wr,  18,  ip.)  unto  a  reco¬ 
very  to  a  Ipiritual  life  of  communion  with  God*  andde* 
votednda  to  him  here,  ami  unto  a  rtfurrcEtton  tot  and 
an  inheritance  of  cverlafting  life,  in  a  complete  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  him  hereafter,  by  the  Ipecial  and  effectual  me¬ 
diation  of  Jefus,  the  new  covenant  head  and  furetyj  in 
whom  all  of  us  that  believe,  whether  /m  or  Gentiles* 
have  a  peculiar  mtereft,  as  our  Lord  and  King,  who 
will  fave  us* 

RR  COLLECTION  3. 

What  a  happy  Safe  is  the  believer  brought  into  by  the  gofpel J  He  Is  juft  1  Red 
through  faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  fiiall  be  faved  from  wrath  through  him, 
hy  whom  he  ha®  received  the  atonement  :  He  has  peace  and  reconciliation  with 
God,  and  free  accefs  into  a  ftate  of  grace,  in  which  he  Hands  with  humble  b»ld- 
jiefs*  and  cverlafting  continuance ;  and  may  glory  even  in  tribulations,  J3  they 
work  patience,  experience,  and  a  fnlirf  will-grounded  hope,  which  fhaJI  never 
make  him  aJhamed,  becaufe  a  fenfe  of  divine  love  is  fhed  abroad  in  his  heart  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  which  is  given  to  him :  And  he  may  now  joy  in  God,  as  hisowil 
God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  rejoice  in  an  affuml  hope  of  his  glory  * 
fmee  being  already  reconciled  to  God,  and  jnftifml  by  the  blood  of  a  crucified 
Chrift,  he  lit  all  mnft  certainly  be  f&ved  from  the  wrath  to  come  through  him-  O 
hnw  endearing,  matchfcls,  and  undeferved  is  the  love  of  God  !  Though  fcarcc 
a  man  can  be  found,  that  would  lay  down  his  life  for  the  mnft  excellent  and  ge¬ 
nerous  friend ;  yet  lb  amazing  is  the  love  of  God,  that  he  foil  his  own  Son,  who 
freely  came,  indue  fcafon,  to  undergo  the  worft  of  deaths  for  tinners,  and  to 
purchafe  all  their  beft  of  bltfliugs  for  them,  even  while  they  were  confide  red  as 
impotent,  enemies,  and  ungodly,  Alas  !  How  were  all  mankind  plunged  m to 
fin,  condemnation,  and  death,  by  the  apoftacy  of  their  firft  covenant* head,  which 
involved  infants  in  guilt  and  ruin,  wVo  fisffer  and  die,  as  wdl  as  all  the  reft  of 
his  natural  offspring  !  13t:t  biefled  be  God  for  the  remedy  provided  in  the  fecund 
Adam*  of  which  the  frfi  iwis  a  type  or  figure,  with  regard  to  the  public  capacity, 
in  \vhl-:h  they  both,  by  covenant*  con  ftituilun,  reprefent  all  thdr  refpeflivc  feeds: 
By  this  recovering  head,  imputed  vighreonfrefs  is  brought  in,  to  take  oft*  imputed 
fin :  Through  him  there  is  fabation  for  dying  infants,  on  the  foot  of  a  new  cove¬ 
nant,  and  for  all  adult  pcifons  that  bclitvc  in  him  \  ail  his  fpiritual  feed,  of  what 
age  or  nation  foe ver,  fliall  he  dtfeharged  from  original  guilt  and  condemnation* 
and  fhall  be  made  righteous  and  juft  t  tied  unto  eternal  life.  And,  O  how  much 
greater  and  more  cffeftua},  are  the  bleftings  brought  in  by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  ft* 
cond  covenant* head,  to  all  that  hold  under  him,  than  the  loii  and  ruin,  that  are 
entailed  by  the  tirft  covenant -head,  on  all  that  ftand  under  him  !  Theft  mxy, 
and  fliall  be  retrieved,  with  refped  to  multitudes  of  the  fallen  race*  and  that  with 
a  rich  over-pttiSi  and  without  a  revocation:  Their  innumerable  pcrfondl  tranf* 
grefljonr,  as  well  as  orignat  fin,  arc  forgiven;  and  they  are  infilled  to  an  cverlaft¬ 
ing  and  heavenly  life*  through  the  mediatorial  righteomrds  of  Chrift,  as  the  gift 
of  God’s  free  ami  overflowing  grace,  and  Ihall  reign  in  life  by  Jefus  Chrift  for 
ever*  And  what  an  endearing  enchantment  of  this  free  favour*  is  it,  that  where 
fin  has  abounded,  as  it  eventually  hath,  and  appears  to  have  done,  by  means  of 
God's  righteous  and  holy  Taw;  grace  much  more  abounds  by  tUegofpel  !  And 
that  as  lin  hath  reigned  unto  death,  in  all  its  terrors,  relating  to  this  world 
and  the  next ;  fo  grace  reigns  with  unecutrouiabie  lovmrignty  and  power,  nod 
with  the  luightdt  glory  to  eternal  life,  by  Jeftis  Chrift  our  Lord  1  May  we  be 
humbled  under  a  fcnft  of  our  guilt  and  ruin  by  shlum's*  fall  *  and  be  thank* 
fid  for  the  dr>or  of  hope  which  is  opened  in  Chrift  and  bis  righteoufiiefc  for 
the  worft  of  tinners,  by  the  fuper-abmmdirg  grace  of  God  i  And  may  wc 
take  heed  of  denying  imputed  Jin ,  ns  ever  ;vc  ejcfj  uvt  exclude  mirfekts  from 
tbc  benefit  of  fcgpnud  nghtcwfnfsi 


c  h  a  r, 
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CHAT.  VI. 

The  apofile  having  efiablijhed  the  doElrine  <f  jufiification  if  the  free 
grace  of  God ,  through  the  nghteoufntfs  of  Chrifi,  guards  againfi  a 
licentious  abufe  of  it,  by  jbewing  the  necefiity  of  believers  dying  t o  fin, 
and  living  to  God ;  becaufe  they  are  dead  to  the  lavs,  i(  2  Becaufe 
they  arc  obliged  to  all  hotinefs  by  their  Chrsfitan  boptifm  and  union 
with  Ckriftt  3, — 10. ,  Becaufe  they  are  made  alive  to  God ,  and  are 
freed  from  the  dominion  of  fin,  1 1* — 10.  And  becaufe  of  the  contrary 
fruits  and  ijfues  of  fin  and  holinefst  one  tf  which  is  deaths  and  tie 
other  everlafling  life ,  2i> — 23. 


Tkxt. 

titHm  (hall  «« 
fay  then  ? 
Shall  we  continue 
in  CiQy  that  grace 
may  abound  t 


1  Cod  forhW : 
how  OtaJl  vc  that 
w  deed  to  fin 
live 


Paraphrase. 

TF  juflification  depends  entirely  on  the  free  grace  of 
*  God;  through  the  imputation  of  Chrift’s  riglucouf- 
oefs;  and  if  where  fin  has  abounded  grace  much  more 
abounds*  as  has  been  argued,  (chap,  v*  17*— 2I-)  *  fome 
may  objeft,  and  fay,  What  is  the  confequeucc  of  ibis 
dn^rint?  Doth  it  not  lead  to  ail  licentiouinefs  ?  Maj 
we  not  take  occafion  from  hence  to  go  on  tn  a  courfeof 
fin*  anti  think  ourfelves  at  liberty  to  live,  and  even  ^ 
bound,  tn  the  commiiTion  of  it,  that  the  riches  of  free 
grace  may  be  the  mote  gloriouGy  exalted;  and  tUu flu¬ 
ted,  in  abundantly  pardoning  it? 

2  I  roundly  anfwer,  with  juft  abhorrence,  (/« 

No,  by  no  means  f  :  This  would  be  the  vileft  abufe  of 
the  raoft  endearing  and  comfortable  truth,  diredly  con¬ 
trary  to  its  holy  nature  and  deftgn*  For  though  we 
cannot  be  jufUfied  by  any  of  our  own  works;  yet  how 
can  we,  who  profefs  and  are  obliged  to  die  umo  fin, 
and  who  are  really  mortified  in  our  affections  to  it,  as 

to 


NOT 

*  This  mfe  it  evidently  brought  in  as  an 
objection  to  what  the  apoflie  had  ddiwitd 
•bout  the  judifiettion  of  bcJirrin;>  Jru/j,  as 
wdtaa  GfKtsirf,  inotly  by  the  rich  abouud- 
Itigt  of  free  and  uoddVrved  grace,  through 
thcrighteoufndtof  Clirifl,  in  the  foregoing 
difcourfc,  and  particularly  at  the  dofc  of  the 
hft  chapter,  which  undoubtedly  refer*  to 
one  as  well  a*  the  other/  And  therefore 
the  defign  of  this  chapter,  which  contains  a 
large  anfWcr  to  that  olijcftion,  is  not  10  be 
confined  co  Gmtiir  Ctiriftian^  especially  finer 
the  anfwcr  is  equally  applicable  to  the  (Ute  of 
dll  believers,  and  ihe  apollJc  all  along  in* 
tlud«  bimfeifi  and  fince  (hcobjefiion  was 
tnore  likely  to  be  made  by  the  rfew  than  the 

f  The  olijcflion  rhit  carnal  minds  are 
tuiuraUy  apt  to  make  agunft  juflificition  by 
Ktwf,  through  the  ri^Mtoiifnds  of 
Cbfitf,  it  not  to  be  &r*fvrercd  hy  allowing 


E  S, 

that  our  own  tightest]  fiicf*  is  to  be  joined  in 
part  with  his  to  juFlify  us;  for,  on  tbii  fup* 
pofithitj  there  would  be  no  ruom  for  the  ob¬ 
jection  :  But  it  is  to  he  anfrerad  by  (hewing, 
as  the  ipolllcdoth,  the  indifpenfj^k  nectlTi.y 
of  pcrfotial  holincfc,  on  other  atawanu,  ia 
tltcm  that  are  juftifiH,  and  the  k)ft]NirjbJt 
tooncflion  that  is  fined,  by  the  ordination  of 
God  in  the  gofpd,  between  theft  thra"?, 
without  blending  them  together,  or  con* 
founding  one  with  the  other.  While  chirr* 
fore  we,  after  the  apoOl/s  etatople,  adhere 
ftrlfHy  ro  the  doffrincs  cf  gr^cc,  sr.d  gc:ir»l 
in  fhis  manner  again (1  the  abufe  cf  rhevsi,  v.c 
miy  be  fttisfied  that  our  doftrrne  U  the  jjihl1, 
and  fully  anfwcrs  the  fame  objeftain,  with 
hi* :  And  white  wc  keep  both  theft  points  in 
view,  in  our  dealing!  *iih  Cod,  and  u  jlkirij; 
in  Qtvncfj  of  life  before  Mm,  we  nerd  not 
fear  a  oufcajriagc  io  our  way  cu  heavec. 
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Utc  any  longer 
therein  ?  - 


1  Know  ye  not  , 
th-A  to  many  of 
U;  a?  uxrc  bap- 
tue:l  into  Jcfa$ 
Oirift,  were  bap- 
it^\[  into  bis 
d'M.h  ? 


4  Therefore  we 
arc  boned  with 
him  by  baptifm 
into  death;  that, 

like 


to  the  word  of  evils*  in  cafe  wc  be  fincere  believers  ; 
How,  1  fay,  in  any  confidence  with  out  date  and  cha- 
rafter,  and  with  a  ftnfe  of  duty  and  gratitude;  or  with 
what  confidence,  hope,  or  peace,  can  fach,  as  we  are, 
go  on  any  longer  in  a  courfe  of  fin*  or  allow  ourfelves 
in  the  practice  of  any  known  iniquity  ?  it  h  raonftroully 
ahfurd  to  fuppofe  fuch  a  thing. 

3  For  the  mortijic  at  forty  together  with  the  remilfiotk 
of  fins#  was  fignified  and  Tea  ted  in  our  Chriftian  bap- 
tifm  :  Do  ye  not  underftand  the  meaning  and  obligation 
of  this  folemn  ordinance?  Is  it  nor,  that  as  many  of  us 
as  have  been  baptized  with  water  into  the  faith,  profef- 
(ion,  and  obedience  of  Chrift,  by  his  authority,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  bis  iuftitution ;  and  as  many  of  us  as*  cor¬ 
respondent  thereunto,  have  been  effectually  planted  in* 
to  Ohrid,  (wr.  5O  or  united  with  him  as  members  i>f 
his  myftical  body,  were  baptized  into  a  conformity  to 
his  death,  and  into  communion  with  him  in  the  bene¬ 
fits  purchafed  by  it,  unto  the  crucifying  of  fin  ?  And 
were  we  not  thereby  brought  under  focdral  obligations 
to  fall  in  with  his  great  defign  in  dying,  which  was  to 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  {Tit.  ii.  14.) 

4  Therefore,  to  lead  you  fliit  further  into  this  argu¬ 
ment,  we  are  not  only  obliged  by  our  baptifm  to  be  con¬ 
formable  CO  ChriiVa  death  in  the  crucifixion  of  fin ;  but 
likewtfc  to  his  burial  *  in  giving  plain  proofs,  with  con- 


note. 


tinuance, 


*  As  the  ordinance  of  baptifm  fctro*  pLin- 
hy  to  be  fow: times  re  preferred  by  ffrinkiijtg 
*>r  water  ;  particularly  when  Cod 

is  &d  to  frve  bs  by  tbt  Mfafiusg  of  rtgtntr/i* 
ai id  rt*rt3tin%  of  ibe  Holy  Cboft,  ntbkb 
fa  on  us  nbutldtHtly  ibrotryb  Jefus  Gfaljl 
(itr  Saw*r,  (Tit.  iu,  j,  6.  and  f«  the  note 
on  Matth:  Hi.  5.)  So  fame  hare  thought  that 
k  i&  here  mentioned  with  an  aJhifiuD  to  the 
laying  of  a  body  under  water,  and  yet,  that 
even  Uiis  more  naturally  Jludet  to  the  throw¬ 
ing  of  earth  upon  the  dead  corpfe,  in  which 
the  bodyis  entirely  pailhe,  and  not  at  ati  ac¬ 
tive' tn  goiog  down  into  Uie  grave,  than  to 
pluming  it  ioto  the  earth.  However,  were 
we  to  admit  that  the  tfportle,  in  this  place* 
allude*  to  dipping;  the  molt,  I  think,  we 
can  gather  from  the  whole  is,  that  biiptifiu 
was  fomerimes  ad  m  unite  red  in  one  of  thde 
ways  *f*d  furo«im«  in  the  ocher ;  and  that 
k  cannot  be  fad  of  any  of  thde  particular 
modes,  that  it  fc  eflenrial  to  this  ordinance ; 
and  therefore  it  U  piry  that  there  ibtwld  be 
fueh  yirm  contentions  as  have  iToubicd  the 
church  of  Chrift*  about  Co  tlrtJe  and  fo  drTpti- 
table  a  thing  ai  the  external  mode  of  its  ad- 
miiiidrnton,  Bur,  after  aft,  t  am  very 

9>uwh  of  opinion  with  Mr  Hfiryt  or  luicoi:* 


tinuator  X>r  Ev*tnst  who*  in  the  expoftifoa 
ot  thts  pafTtgc,  fays,,  t(  Why  this  burying  in 
w  haptifm  mould  io  much  as  allude  to  ^ny 
**  coftom  of  dipping  under  water  in  hap* 
M  tifm,  nfy  more  than  mir  [aptifniii  crud- 
u  fiulon  and  death  ihjuhJ  have  any  tuch  re* 
u  fcrewt,  I  Conftfs  I  cannot  ft  is 

4t  plan  that  k  is  not  the  fign,  but  the  thing 
u  fignified  io  bapjjfm,  that  the  spotile  here 
44  calls  being  buried  with  ChriA;  «rd  (he  ex* 
“  prefli^n  o'  burying  alludes  to  Chiilt**  bq- 
**  rial:  As  Chrilf  was  buried,  that  he  might 
4t  rife  to  a  new  -nd  more  heavenly  Ufa ;  $o 
w  we  are  in  baptism  buried,  L  t.  ctitotf  frtim 
“  the  life  of  fin,  that  we  may  rife  to  a 
**  new  life  in  faith  and  love*”  And  others 
have  thought  that  the  rdcrcncc  u  only  to 
(he  benefits  of  Jpirkuil  baptifm,  and  dm  no¬ 
thing  can  be  concluded  ul>out  die  external 
mode  of  bapt^fm  from  this  yeric  more  than 
from  th:  next,  which  fpcat*  of  our  being 
liiert‘ii  fy irhoSEiol.y  tianted  tQgetfar  i/r  iht 
ftfaneji  cf  (Jfaifi's  dfJt&i  or  tl>jn  from  the 
hx+t:j:\:  fjvh:g  uit  rcprcicuted  by 
tiie  ftoatinff  of  Kog&'s  ark,  when  tb^  few 
l\nt  were  in  it  wrrr  five J  by  -u?airrt  i  |'ct. 
ae.  i  r»  Bitt  no  mode  of  biptum  cau  be  fig* 
nllki  by  cither  of  tlicfi;. 


4M 

like  ts  CKnft  was 
railed  up  fran 
the  dad  by  the 
gjory  of  thi  ft- 
iher,  <tren  fo  vc 
alib  Humid  walk 
in  jtnvncft  of 
fife* 


VI* 


5  For  if  ve 
hive  been  plant¬ 
ed  together  in  the 

jikeueJ*  of  hxs 
dntbf  we  fb^U  be 
M>  in  the  htenefi 
Of  to  rcfrrrcC- 
t tot 


€  KqowiBgtHitf 
that 


72*  Epifik  to  tie  Romans  paeaphrafed.  .  Ch 

tinuance,  that  we  are  really  dead  to  it,  in  order  to  our 
having  communion  with  him  alfb  in  his  life  ;  that  as 
Chrift’s  human  body  was  quickned  and  raifed  again 
from  the  dead,  by  the  glorious  operation  of  God  the 
Father,  as  well  as  by  his  own  power;  and  for  demon* 
Anting  that  he  had  glorified  his  Father  upon  earth,  by 
his  obedience  unto  death,  and  was  going  to  be  glorified 
with,  and  by  him,  and  to  live  to  his  glory  in  heaven  *: 
even  fo,  in  refemblance  of  Chrift,  and  by  virtue  deri¬ 
ved  from  him,  as  our  living  bead,  we  alfo,  being  quick- 
ned  to  a  fpiritual  and  heavenly  life,  ihould  walk  in  the 
whole  tenor  of  our  converfation,  with  freedom,  con- 
ftancy,  and  progrefiivenefs,  in  all  boly  obedience,  with 
new  principles,  motives,  and  ends,  and  by  a  new  rule 
to  the  praifc  and  glory  of  God,  as  thofe  that,  by  hia  al¬ 
mighty  power  and  grace,  are  made  alive  to  him. 

5  For  if,  as  is  fignified  by  baptifm,  we  have  been  in¬ 
deed  in  like  manner  incorporated  with  Chrift,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fame  body  with  their  head  f  or  have  been 
jointly  fet  into  him,  like  branches  into  the  vine,  or  a 
don  into  the  flock,  by  vital  anion  with  him,  for  a  par¬ 
ticipation  of  fuch  virtue  from  him,  as  makes  u$  conform¬ 
able  to  his  death,  in  a  reparation  between  our  fouls  and 
fin,  as  there  was  between  his  foul  and  body :  "We  (ball 
alfb,  by  being  thus  grafted  into  him,  be  formed  into 
the  fimilitude  of  his  rifen  ftate;  and  fo  Ihall  not  only 
have  fellowfliip  with  bim  in  his  fufferings  and  death, 
but  Itkewife  in  the  quickning  power  of  his  refutreftion, 
[PbiL  iii.  to.)  to  enable  us  to  live  continually,  after  bis 
likeneis,  in  ail  holinefs  to  God  here,  till  we  come  to 
live,  foul^and  body,  with  the  rifen  Saviour,  in  all  bit 
glory  for  ever  hereafter. 

6  This  we,  who  are  true  believers,  may  be  well  af* 
fored  of,  to  our  comfort  and  hope ;  becaufe  we  know, 
and  believe,  (t/er.  8  }  npon  the  principles  of  the  gofpel- 
revelation,  that  the  corruption  of  nature,  wbicb  works 
with  fubtilty,  and  fpreads  through  all  the  members  of 
our  bodies,  and  faculties  of  our  fouls,  and  is  as  antient 
as  our  beings,  yea  as  the  fall  of  Adam,  from  whom  it 
is  derived ;  but  which  is  already  broken  in  its  flrength, 
and  daily  inclining  in  the  believer’s  foul,  and  Hands  op- 
pqfcd  to  that  new  nature  which  we  are  made  partakers 

of 


NOTES. 

*  For  if  tit  lUrj  r*t  <fo<»c)  fame  commonly  signifies  by. 
wouM  tad  to  toe  glory,  as  the  phnlc  (/<«  .  f  P/nud  ttretbtr,  uht)  may  relate 

*W>>  rendered  in  *  Peh  i.  5*  And  this  cither  to  all  berkvers  bein g  eEie  incited  in* 
feafe  Tams  moft  agreabk  to  tfre  foil  owing  to  Ohrid;  or  to  ihetr  bdns  juin;ly  united 
context,  and  to  the  Uft  chufc  of  the  verje  gtfber  uttii  him,  a$  Umu  or  flock,  of 
before  us  ;  tboaef]  it  nuA  be  owr>rd  that  the  ro-t  of  frpjpJji 
prrpoJitioa  vtth  »  gtsttiw  cafe,  mrf 


tl'  vt. 

tliit  oar  old  naan 
h  crucified  with 
fin,  that  the 
body  of  Go  might 
br^ellroyed,^ 
herircforih  we 
Qwtjld  not  Grrve 
Sul 


t  For  he  that 
!>  At  id  is  freed 
from  Go, 


■9  Now  if  we 
he  dead  with 
Chrifl,  wc  be- 
J-evctlut  we  Ih^tl 
i ho  tire  with 


0  Knott  Lop  that 
C;nft  ,  bring 
raifed  from  the 
dead,  dicih  no 
tiorc;  death  hath 
no 
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of  by  regenerating  grace  :  We  know,  I  fay,  that  what 
on  thefe  accounts  may  be  called  our  old  man,  as  It  dwells 
in  us,  is  mortally  wounded,  in  order  to  its  gradually 
languifhjng,  till  it  fhall  utterly  expire,  in  conformity  to 
Cbrift’s  body  baring  been  crucified  unto  death ;  and  by 
the  merit  and  efficacy  of  his  crucifixion,  as  our  Head 
and  Redeemer:  He  having  died  for  this  very  end  and 
purpofc*  that  the  whole  frame  of  indwelling  Gn*  together 
with  all  its  ftrength  and  a&ivity  in  all  its  parts  and  mem* 
bers,  may  be  gradually*  amt  yet  violently  mortified  and 
fubdued*  till  it  be  utterly  deftroyed ;  that  we  from  this 
time  forward  may  never  willingly  yield  ourfelves  up  to 
its  inclinations  and  influence*  and  ferve  its  interefts  and 
defigns*  as  if  it  were  (UH  to  have  the  rule  and  dominion 
over  us ;  but  may  die  unto  fin*  and  live  unto  righre- 
oufneb.  (i  Pet.  iL  24-) 

7  For  he  that  ts  thus  dead  to  the  love  and  reign  of 

fin*  and  in  conformity  to  bis  crucified  head  and  Saviour*- 
and  to  the  defign  and  obligation  of  his  death*  and  by 
virtue  derived  from  It3  h  legally  acquitted 

from  any  further  claim  that  this  tyrant  might  pretend 
to  have  to  his  obediencp;  yea*  be  ie  actually  fee  at  li* 
berty  from  its  domineering  power  and  command  over 
him,  and  is  delivered  from  all  allowed  inclinations  and 
defircs  to  ferve  it  ;  as  is  the  cafe  ofthofc  that  have  died 
out  of  the  fervice  of  their  former  lords  and  matters*  to 
have  been  willingly  rranfmmed  from  theirs*  to  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  another  ana  better  lord, 

8  Now,  to  argue  a  little  upon  this  point*  if  we  are 
fo  far  partakers  of  virtue  from  Cluitt*  by  our  union  to 
him*  astobave  communion  with  him,  and  refemble 
him,  in  his  death*  by  our  beuig  effe&ually  dead  to  finj 
we  are  fully  perfuaded*  upon  the  mod  rational  and  di¬ 
vinely  allured  grounds*  {vtr.  22*  and^jfr.  viii*  13*  and 
2  Tim*  ii.  11*)  that  wo  fhall  partake  oi  like  influence 
from  him*  to  engage  ami  enable  us  to  live  a  fpirituaf* 
holy*  and  heavenly  life  here,  after  his  example*  and  as 
thofe  that  are  quickened  together  with  him,  (Epk  ii* 
5.}  till  we  fhall  be  raifed  to  an  immortal  life  of  bleffed- 
nefs  and  glory*  to  dwell  with  our  living  head  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  ttatc  of  all  prrfcftkui  and  delights  forever* 

t>  xhisweare  fully  fit^fied  in,  upon  the  foot  of 
conformity  10  him*  as  knowing  that  the  refurrefkion  of 
Chrift*  our  public  head  of  righreoufnefs  ami  influence* 
is  for  eternity;  fo  that  hi;  will  never  die  again,  or  re¬ 
turn  to  a  mortal  life,  like  that  which  lie  had  before  up* 
on  earth,  as  others  have  done,  that  were  raiftd  to  * 
temporal  life*  by  Elijah  aad  EHjbc^  and  by  himfelf  and 
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no  more  domi¬ 
nion  over  him* 


10  For  in  that 
lie  died,  he  died 
onto  tin  once  : 
hut  in  that  he 
livc;h,  he  Hrrth 
onto  God* 


it  Likewifc 
reckon  ye  alfo 
yoorfftw  to  be 
dead  indeed  unto 
fin  -  but  alivtun- 
to 


his  apoftles.  No,  death  and  mentality  neither  have, 
nor  ever  ihall  have,  the  lead  power  over  him  again  any 
more  than  if  he  had  never  lived  a  frail  life  in  this  world 
at  all,  and  had  never  died  out  of  it ;  but  he,  who  was 
dead)  is  now  alive',  and ,  behold,  be  lives  for  evermore. 
(Rev.  I.  1 8.) 

10  For,  as  to  his  death  on  the  crofs,  to  take  away  the 
power,  as  well  as  the  guilt  and  punifhmcnt  of  fin,  by 
the  lacrifice  of  himfelf  * ;  this  was  fo  effe&ual  to  anfwef 
its  end,  that  he  has  no  need  of  dying,  nor  will  die 
again  for  that  purpofe,  {Heb.  ix.  26,  48.}  j,  but,  as  to  his 
life,  which  he  is  rifen  to,  it  is  all  heavenly,  immortal, 
and  divine,  above  the  reach  of  fin  and  death  ;  and  is  all 
to  the  glory  of  God,  which  is  illuftrioufly  difplayed  in 
his  tcfurre&ion,  and  is  more  and  more  advanced  by  all 
that  be  doth,  as  our  rifen  and  exalted  head -and  Saviour, 
in  heaven. 

11  Even  fo,  to  apply  this  to  your  own  particular 
cafe  f,  Do  ye  alfo,  who  believe,  judge  and  account 
yourfclvcs,  as  ye  ought,  upon  mature  con  fi  deration,  to 
be  in  like  manner,  entirely,  utterly,  and  everlaftingly 
dead  to  fin  once  for  all,  by  virtue  of  your  union  and 
communion  with  your  once-crucified  Redeemer,  and 
in  conformity  to  him,  who  demands  it,  and  has  pur- 
chafed  and  gives  grace  for  it  1  fo  as  never  to  ferve  fin 
more,  nor  ever  to  have  any  feliowlhip  with  the  unfruit- 


NOTES. 


•  To  fcj,  with  feme,  that  Chrift'f  dying 
frjttt  fignifieshU  dying,  that  there  might  be 
no  fin  in  him,  is  to  foppofc  that  It:  had  On 
in  biro  before*  or  at  leafl  was  liable  to  it* 
which  can  Icarcc  be  excufcd  fro nvb bfp hem y. 

f  Here  the  ape  flic  alters  the  form  of  ad* 
draft.  He  all  along;  in  the  foregoing  vcHe>, 
bad  been  laying  down  in  it  catego¬ 

rical  or  affirmutve  (tile,  that  carry  obliga¬ 
tions'  \q  holineft,  and  qualify  for  it  :  And 
thoftexpoft tors  exceedingly  ftrrin  the  rales  of 
glam  roar*  torture  hit  exprcfiion*,  and  weaken 
the  force  of  his  argument,  who  would  turn 
his  njfcrii&ns  in  ser.  5,  8.  which  arecqqiva* 
lent  to  promt  fa  of  what  tme  belie veil 
into  dtcUrjitwi  of  what  they  ought  tote,  with 
retpeft  to  their  likrxtfi  to  Cbrijt  in  hh  refur* 
rtSion,  and  to  their  living  with  ilm.  But,  In 
ihu  and  the  three  following  vcrics*  he  plainly 
goes  into  the  txh&rteiivt  form,  upon  the  piin* 
Spies  before  laid  down,  u>  /hew  what  good 
Improvement  they  ought  to  make  of  thde 
rich  advantages  for  dying  to  fa,  znd  ftiung  to 
Cod;  and  Hwn  in  ver.  14.  he  enforces  thde 
exhortations,  by  a  (luring  them  that*  aoxird- 
ing  to  the  well  ordered  provilkm*  of  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace,  they  mould  have  fuch  aids 
and  s/ECteocts  to  Invigorate  their  endeavour^ 


as  fliould  fecurethe  event;  io  that  finfivaJd 
ntfbav?  dorrimtn  overtBfm:  And*  upon  this 
bottom,  he  proceed*  to  further  re:.i™iiig* 
and  exhortation*  to  take  *  if  the  force  of  the 
objection,  as  if  they  might  give  way  to  fro* 
focxttfc  fiff  istrt  not  under  tf  e  ten*,  m  u*S£T 
grmct  w*  1  j,  &r  Now  all  thu  will  appear 
to  lie  a  very  confute  nr  avd  nervous  thread  of 
raafbfljng,  if  we  ewfider  thde  prar^UcF  and 
exhortations,  as  directed  to  the  body  of  ere* 
dibly  pn  felling  believers*  whom  the  apoftlt 
looked  upon  in  the  judgment  of  ebarhy*  to 
be  rally  what  they  profifTnl  to  be:  though 
lbme  of  them  might  be  only  in  name  and  ap¬ 
pearance,  what  others  of  them  were  m  truth: 
For  the  fifortefUas  uerc  given  «  proper 
means  of  dining  rtp  r heir  diligent  attention* 
and  confeimcious  regard  to  fke  mentioned 
duties*  that  they  might  came  into  God's  way 
of  performing  hi*  pumJfes,  am!  ntifht  tvi- 
d cnee  than ftlves  to  he  irulced  intertfted  in 
them;  and  rite  pmi&fst  wereptren  to  encon^ 
rage  their  utmost  tempts,  ir*  ikneiMj^nceo* 
divine  grace,  for  dimply  log  with  I  he  exhor* 
tarions ;  fmee  the  p-nmifea  were  to  he  ful¬ 
filled  ody  :n  a  method  worthy  cf  God,  to 
them  chat  flwuW  prove  to  he  true  Ulkycrw 


Ch.vi; 

to  God  threngh 
]db i  Chrift  cur 
Lonli 
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ful  works  of  darknefs  t  But,  on  the  contrary^  look  tip- 
on  yourfelves  to  be  fpiritually  alive,  in  your  hearts  and 
afFe&Lons,  towards  every  thing  that  is  holy  and  heaven* 
ly,  in  refemblance  of  your  rlfen  and  exalted  Head ;  that 
ye  may  love,  ferve,  and  glorify  God,  In  thought,  word, 
and  deed,  as  being  quic lined  with  a  new  principle  of 
fuperuatural  life,  which  is  communicated  from  Jefus 
Chrift,  yotu  Lord  and  mine,  who  lives,  as  well  as  died 
for  us. 


11  Let  not  fin  I1  As  ever  therefore  ye  would  ad  up  to  the  privilege, 
licrefoft  retyn  in  dignity,  and  duty  of  your  Chriftian  ftateand  char  after, 
rr*£ulwi  and  would  piove  yourfelves  to  be  what  ye  make  a  pro- 
k^VLihelufl*  feffion  of,  take  heed  that  fin  never  enthrone  irfeif  in 
ihcnofi  your  corruptible  bodies,  which,  with  aU  their  pleafures 

and  enjoyments,  will  loon  die  j  and  that  ye  never  em¬ 
ploy  them  in  its  fervice  for  executing  Its  vile  defigns  ; 
Though  they  be  liable  to  death  by  reafon  of  fin  *,  as 
ChriiPs  body  once  was,  that  he  might  make  atonement: 
for  it;  and  though  they  be  not  yet  delivered  from  the 
power  of  death,  as  his  rifen  and  glorified  body  now  is; 
yet,  as  they  are  freed  from  the  dominion  of  fin,  (ver, 
7.)  do  not  fubjeft  yourfelves  again  to  its  hateful  tyranny, 
fo  as  to  yield  a  voluntary  obedience  to  the  corrupt  defires 
and  folici tattoos  of  the  flefb,  which  ftili  remain  in  you  f. 

1 ;  Neither  13  Nor  do  ye,  at  any  time,  voluntarily  give  up  the 
;-kld  ye  yoat  numbers  0f  your  bodies,  fuch  as  your  hands  or  feet, 

mcniberi  u  in-  ’  .  '  .  r 

liniments  of  un-  your  eyes,  tongues,  or  earn  4 ;  nor  the  aftedlions  ot 
righteouAiefs  on*  your  fouls,  fuch  as  your  love  and  hatred,  hope  and 
Iwelvrt 1  £!  fear*  t0  be  uniuft]y  employed,  as.  («*»)  military  wea- 
Goi,  a*  tHofe  pons  for  ferving  the  caufc  of  fin,  and  gratifying  its  per¬ 
ils  are  alive  verfe  inclinations,  as  if  that  arete  the  lord  which  ought 

wdViir  niTn*’  t0  rc*8n  ofer  you{  But,  on  tbe  .contrary,  prefen t  your 
ben  as  bifiro-  whole  felves,  foul  and  body,  (chap.  xii.  1.)  and  all  that 
menu  ye  are,  and  base,  with  full  confent,  and  without  re- 
ferve,  to  Cod,»  through  Jefus  Chrift,  as  your  tighrful 
and  only  Sovereign,  to  whom  all  obedience  is  due ;  that 
ye  may  therein  afUike  thofe  who  are  indeed  quickned 
from  the  death  of  fm  to  the  life  of  righteoufnei’s,  by  the 
regenerating  Spirit  j  add  fo  may  cheerfully  yield  up  ail 

the 


N  O  T  E  & 

*  The  tad}  i ran*  here  to  he  filled  mortal,  uua*  cejaatt)  and  not  to  Jsa,  (a  *■/**?' 

jji  corrdpondeoa  id  vhar  hid  been  in  tm)  or  to  if  (atrt)* 

the  preceding  ?crlei  abtnrt  Chrift1*  Wing  \  The  affections  are  to  the  find  what  tegs 
died,  and  arm*  are  to  the  body,  (or  motion  end 

f  The  tshflrtatWn,  sfcr  J»  tfto fin  til  iht  liifti  aAinn,  aiid  Cm  may,  in  a  metaphorical  lbntfc, 
fktraft  (tangly  intimites,  tut  there  vers  be  oiled  its  wnnfor\  here*  and  in  vcr.  ip,  zs 
Hill  working  of  k  in  brlkven  them-  alio  in  vii,  5,13.  And  a^heiit  ailivc 
would  be  To,  si  \oftf  at  they  IViuld  powers  of  live  Toni  are  :u  b2  employed  aftainfl 
continue  to  he  monai  f  uid  » the  injis  ihrmf  fin,  and  for  God,  1  think  'hey  may  he  inclu- 
{iVTjrif  ctf^ujuta^ayTir)  rcAn»  by  the  gen*  dedin  the  apofiL's  mewing.  Set  (he  act* 
dry  in  the  CntJt,  tomurwsaf  Mn  (t*  on  chap,  vii* 

You  III.  t  U  d 
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meuts  of  nj»h* 
tio^ifncfs  umo 
God* 


fot  fm  n»u 

not  have  domi¬ 
nion  over  yoi* : 
for  yc  we*  not 
umki’  the  taw, 
hut  under  grace. 


*5  What  then: 
flisJl  fin,  le- 
CJrtje  we  u\c  r.ot 
tiklcr  the  hwt 
uut 


the  members  of  your  bodies*  and  aSeftions  of  your  fools* 
which  arc  bis,  ( 1  Cor.  vi.  20.}  as  weapons  to  be  nfed 
in  a  jail  and  righteous  manner  for  God,  and  devoted 
to  his  fervice,  according  to  his  commandments,  and 
his  right,  in  your  war  againft  fin,  _  , 

14  For  if  ye  realty  are  what  ye  profefs  to  be,  it  is 
certain,  that  though,  while  ye  continue  in  this  imper¬ 
fect  mortal  ftate,  the  corruption  of  nature  will  work 
and  ftrive  for  the  mattery  in  you  j  and  may  trouble  and 
perplex  you,  and  fometimes  furprixe  and  wound  you, 
and  bring  you  into  an  unwilling  captivity,  (chap.  vii. 
23.)  yet  it  (hall  never  gain  your  approbation  and  full 
confent,  nor  recover  an  allowed  $nd  uncontrolled  power, 
.or  lord  it  over  you:  For  your  Handing  is  removed,  from 
under  the  jirjt  to  the  feewd  covenant-head,  which  have 
been  fpoken  of  at  large,  (chap.  v.  14, — 2  f.)  5  and  foyc 
ate  not  under  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  (fee  the 
note  on  chap ,  vii,  4.)  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  i:$ 
tenor ;  nor  under  its  terrors,  and  bondage  frame  of  fpirir, 
in  obeying  it,  which  fevstely  foibids,  and  condemns  for 
every  fin,  and  yet  affords  no  effectual  ajfsjiance  against 
it,  any  more  than  a  pardon  of  it :  Rut  ye  are  under  the 
covenant  of  grace,  which  contains  unchangeable  pro- 
mifes,  and  never-failing  fprings  of  ftrength,  affiftauce, 
and  prefcrvjtion  from  utter  apoftacy,  and  generous  fi¬ 
lial  motives  to  alt  obedience,  as  well  as  free  forgivcods 
of  all  your  difaliowed  fins,  through  the  blood  of  Chritt; 
and  ye  arc  under  the  dominion  of  the  gratuitous  favour 
and  lore  of  God,  which  reigtu  through  right  cou/nefs  un¬ 
to  eternal  life ,  (chap.  v.  2  f.)  and  are  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  that  principle  of  grace  whereby  he  Ivjs  put  his 
new  covenant  fear  into  your  hearts,  to  keep  down  the 
dominion  of  fin,  and  to  prevent  your  totally  and  finally 
departing  from  him.  (Jer.  xixiL  40.) 

15  What!  Shall  any  of  us  then  (till  have  recourfe 
to,  and  hang  upon  the  objcQioti  which  the  enemies  of 
the  grace  of  God  make,  and  which  has  been  already 
put,  and  anfwered,  (ver.  I,  &c.)  ?  or  lhall  we  take  oc- 
cafion,  from  this  encouraging  and  important  do&rinc, 
to  allow  ourfelves  in  any  fin,  or  go  on  in  the  practice 
of  it,  bccatife  we  are  no  longer  under  the  law,  as  a 
covenant  of  works,  but  are  under  the  fur&and  wdl-or- 
dcred  covenant  of  grace,  which  purs  os  under  the  do¬ 
minion  of  God’s  free  favour  f,  that  w.c  may  live  under 

the 


H  °  T  E. 

I  Ar^rorr  movligniff.  eiifc«r*l*efinjfs«(,  apprehend  lharthc  frfi. nf  them  i*  priin-S. 
*f  W  tiofi  /('«  /tfMirto  W,  or  i he  pjjty  uwendod,  wr.  Snr  hrinjj  mvw  ths 

principle  tf gf  in  which  is  UTM<;hl  ir.  us,  1  have  covenant  of  (racr,  which  mclikles,  ortieeci:. 
(aken  ,11  thde  (inites  into  the  ir.tCiprvT-tLon  iAj  infers  ah  the  relU 
titi*  sud  the  prctciin-  vale;  though  I 
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f  b*  uixteT  grace  f  the  power  of  that  gracious  principle,  which  he,  accord- 
■  ^  ing  to  his  proniife,  infjfes  into  us  ?  F.ir  be  it  from,  us 

,  yw i«)  to  entertain  fuch  an  abominable  thought,  To 

'  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  perfections  of  God,  and  the 

t  whole  deGgn  of  his  gofpc],  and  fo  in  confident  with,  our 

own  being  Under  grace.  (.See  the  note  on  vsr.  2.) 
i  i$  Know  ye  16  Surely  ye  cannot  be  ignorant,  that,  in  rhj  very 
{  Xm tlWt  yield  nature  of  things,  whatever  lord  or  matter  ye  willingly, 

|  yoorfclvt*  fcr-  deliberately,  and  with  prevailing  bent  of  heart,  furr.-ti* 

1  hum  to  obey ,  der,  or  give  up  yourfelves  unto,  as  fervanta  to  tie  his 
*“*  V  wifi  dud  obey  his  commands,  his  proper  fervants  ye  in 

obey ;  whether  fact  are,  to  whom  yefo  voluntarily  let  out,  or  foil  your- 
felves  and  yield  obedience  -f :  And  this  is  applic:;bl£  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  whether  your  obedience  be  ro  fin,  that 
cruel  tyrant,  whofc  fervlce  deferves,  tends  to,  and  iffussr 
in  death  and  ruin  here*  and  for  ever;  or  whether  it  be 
to  holinefs,  by  the  obedience  of  faith,  for  bringing  forth 
fruits  rff  righteonfnefs  to  God,  to  promerte  bis  imereti 
and  glory,  and  agreeable  to  bis  nature  ami  wifi,  which 
lead  the  way  to  eternal  life,  (vcr+  21,— *23.);  y.e  carsftot" 
divide  your  ebofen  ferviccs  between  two  mch  opp^iue 
matters,  as  our  Lord  himfelf  has  tiid  us,  {Mat  vi.  ^4,) 
17  But  blefled  be  Cod  that,  as  your  holy  profidfi 

_ _  declares,  and  it  is  meet  for  me  to  think  ttf  you  rJf,  it 

tiattofiiii;  but  can  only  befaid,  with  refpe£t  to  the  time  paji9  ye 
frorn^th^wrt  w^*ngly  embarked  in  the  fervice  of  Ji:i,  to  have  reur 
iWu  form  of  eonverfation  in  tlx  h*fi s  of  the  fk\ (bf  and futfiMbc  defies 
foOilac  which  the  flefb,  and  of  the  mind)  ( Eph .  ii*  3*);  But  by  the 
W3W  efficacious  power  of  his  grace, which  has  rrtide  a  thorough 
change  upon  your  whole  fouls,  ye,  who  formerly  were 
the  voluntary  fervants  of  fin,  have  non:,  no:  feiguediy, 
in  pretence  and  profeffion  only,  not  merely  in  external 
behaviour  and  appearance;  but  fmcerely,  deliberate  !yf 
freely,  and  refolvedly,  as  from  your  very  hearts  yield¬ 
ed  chearful  obedience  to  the  authority  of  God,  in  the 
evangelical  doctrines  and  commands,  which  have  been 


w  m  uucnicncc 
who  ri^htcouf- 

BsfiJ 


17  Rut  God 
fcc  flunked,  that 
rc  wtfe  the  fer* 


comwy- 


K  O  T  E  S. 

|  In"  this  end  following  «rfe(,  the  chapter  of  a  vthtattfj  obedience,  in  nr,prtS- 
ap-ilile  i'ludcs  to  a  common  and  well-known  iron  fo  that  faced  zn-t  ttn-w‘diuijr  i*p<i-vy  & 
cidtam  in  ihuft  (Uysj  urirh  regard  to  flayer  or  tlic  hw  of  fin  in  hU  member*,  which  he 
urrvjutAp  that  were  the  property  of  ihcir  maf-  fpeaks  of  chap.  ir  *♦  r*, — t  j.  (Ho.:  the 
|<rs  who,  at  their  plcafuic,  either  kept  them  there  on  v^r.  14.)  AeeordusgU'  hf,  hi  im* 
for  life,  or  terned  th*m  over  to  another  maf-  chapter,  cupru^*  rlirir  ebc^frncc  fo  finT  by 
er,  or  made  tirtrn  free.  yielding  ihwfrfvct  rad  thc:r  rst  m  its* 

f  The  apo'tk's  fayinjgr’yv  l&vc  dhejed  jintm  c*tl  j  cf  a  u  H*  h:  :rj«  t)  *  *  ^  fi ,  <wv\  yd.i* 
/';*  the  heart t  in  oppi»ficiotr  to  whit  tnry  wjt  thfv/rivrx  a;  to  (ley  itT  uf  wel*  4,4 

ted  formerly  dene,  when  they  were  the  fer~  their  atteru^rik  dviog  the  wvAi 

tf  fiat  give*  \ts  a  ktj  to  his  whole  diU  lo  G^d  30;t  holin^is  ;  and  e*dU  *h?  ftrvicc  of 
cwurfe  alxxit  ftrvke  vf  fin9  and  the  fcr&kc  ftft,  abryhtg  it  fit  the  lulls  of  their  ciyrtal  body, 
tf  rixfctcnfitffi;  and  (hews  that  ivcarc  to  un-  yct.  ii,  I  iC,  19* 
him,  os  Seating  all  along  in  this 

1)  (!  A 
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ns  delivered  communicated  to  you  by  Chrift  and  us,  his  apolUes,  and 

have  been  imprefled  upon  you  by  the  attending  opera*  >. 
tions  of  his  Spirit;  yea,  into  the  very  form  and  image 
of  which  ye  have  b«a  call,  by  a  divine  energy,  as  in¬ 
to  a  mould,  which  has  left  the  print  of  its  amiable  linea¬ 
ments  upon  you,  that  ye  might  be  exa&Iy  conformable 
to  it,  u  wax  is  to  the  leal,  or  as  coin  is  to  the  die,  line 
anfwering  to  line  57  rvm 

18  Bring  then  |g  And  (J‘)  being,  in  this  happy  and  cffeflual  man- 
foT**  e^bceuw  ner>  ^et  at  liberty  from  the  dominion  and  lordfliip  of 
the  flrriinu  of  lin,  whofe  odious  form  is  hereby  obliterated,  wfaofe  rule 
rightcoufacfb  and  tyranny  are  hereby  defeated,  and  wbofe  power  and 
intereft,  in  the  will,  affedions,  and  conversation,  are 
hereby  deftroyed ;  ye  became  the  devoted  and  willing 
fervants  of  true  holinefs,  in  conformity  to  the  righteous 
will  and  law  of  God,  which  henceforward  has  the  rule 
and  command  over  you,  as  a  governing  principle  with- 
-iu  you ;  and  has  enthroned  itulf,like  an  acknowledged 
l  f  eak  »f-  *n^  riRhtfuI  love  reign,  in  your  hearts, 
teahe  manner  of  .  1.9  *  reprefent  thefe  things  in  fuch  comparative  forms 
men,  he.Mu'c  of  of  fpeech,  as  are  familiarly  ‘known  and  plainly  under- 
lh(  of  Hood  among  men,  io  the  cafe  of  mailers  and  fervants ; 

ye  hevc  yielded  n  “cintt  a  common  practice,  efpecially  among  you,  Rc- 
your  members  mans,  for  fervants  to  change  mailers,  and  to  pay  as 
ricaiinlfc  and^w  cheerful  fervice  to  the  lad  as  to  the  firft  :  And  I  choofe 
iniquity,  unto  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  firang  and  lively  figures,  that  I 
iniquity;  may  the  better  accommodate  myfelf  to  your  capacities; 
becaufe  of  your  imperfeft  ways  of  conceiving  fpiritual 
things,  by  reafon  of  the  enfeebling  remainder  of  corrup¬ 
tion  in  you  *,  and  of  your  receiving  ideas  more  eafiiy 
by  fenfible  obfervation  and  experience,  than  by  any  o- 
ther  means,  while  ye  are  in  the  body :  For,  if  ye  reflect 
on  the  force  and  tendency  of  the  fimilitude  I  have  been 
uflng,  ye  may  eafiiy  obferve,  that  as  formerly,  in  the 
days  of  your  unregeneracy,  ye  iefigned  and  employed 
the  various  members 'of  your  bodies,  and  attentions  of 
your  fouls,  (fee  the  note  on  vs r.  13.)  in  voluntarily  fer- 
ving  the  molt  tyrannical  and  enflaving  lords,  fuch  as  the 
principles  and  habits  of  uncleannefs  f,  unrigbteoufoels, 

and 

N  o  T  E  8. 

*  Fitfi  in  u'us  (bI5^  may  relate,  either  pan  of  thi»  femeoce,  mar  h  erntfidered  as ' 
to  the  remaining  ^rrupthK  cf  Inman  nature,  the  lords  and  ouJIeri  to  which  they  had 
which  is  often  and  has  enfeebled  yielded  themfclre*,  aufwerable  to  the  turn 

the  powers  of  the  mind  ;  or  it  may  betaken  and  drift  of  ill  the  foregoing  <li fcourie;  and 
for  the  waft  of  ftjh  which  chiefly  compofei  their yitldiug  tbctnjrhrti  hereunto,  in  the  ht- 
tlic  hunuri  body,  and  is  the  means  of  fen  fa-  ter  pan  of  the  fcntcnce,  is  laid  10  be  Mh  tui¬ 
tion,  aud  the  means,  which  we  ate  fo  mnch  jnfAp  11  works  of  iniquity  are  t^e  fnviett 
afed  to,  that  we  find  a  difficulty  in  forming  which  they  had  performed  to  thole  maitm ; 
conceptions,  that  have  no  affinity  with  it,  or  And  in  the  facie  manner  we  may  umleiiianii 
afliftiiKe  from  it,  _  their  bring  afterwards  ftrwts  to  rigbittajae/t 

t  U*ti;anrrfi  o  u  d  ittifoi fy,  in  tlie  former  ustt  bt6nejl. 


to  1  fpeak  af¬ 
ter  the  manner  of 
men,  becatue  of 
the  infirmity  of 
youi  fleh ;  for  as 
ye  h:vc  yielded 
your  members 
ierv.ints  to  tin- 
ctcaiinds  and  to 
iniquity,  unto 
iniquity ; 


tion,  aud  the  means,  which  we  ate  fo  mnch 
tiled  to,  that  we  find  a  difficulty  in  forming 
Conceptions,  that  have  no  affinity  with  it,  V 
aflifliiKe  from  it, 

t  U xikuR r: f  1  ,tid  iniquity,  in  site  former 
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;  ewi  fo 
now  yield  your 
ncmbcT^rcrvants 
to  riffhtcoufncft, 
uctoWinef*. 


to  For  when 
yt  wcrt  the  fcr* 
1  mtj  of  linf  ye 
>tre  JVec  from 
;:£bittHi£hcfc 


it  WhU  fruit 
lud  ye  then  in 
thofe  thinp  , 
whereof  ye  are 
do#  alhjmedi  for 
the 


-2nd  ungodlinefc,  which  have  ruled  and  reigned  over  you 
by  yonr  own  content}  and  as  ye  bave  gone  on  in  all 
manner  of  abominations  to  the  increasing  of  iniquity, 
and  making  yoorfelres  more  and  more  guilty,  vile,  and 
miferable,  by  adding  fin  to  fin :  Even  fo,  being  now 
brought  into  a  ftate  of  grace,  and  having  changed  mat¬ 
ters,  think  how  fit,  how  worthy,  juft,  and  region  able  it 
is,  that  ye  (hould  art  up  to  the  dignity,  obligation,  and 
fanrtity  of  your  new  chdrarter  and  relation,  by  yielding 
up  all  the  members  of  your  bodies,  and  all  your  powers 
and  faculties,  without  refer ve,  as  fervants  to  an  oppofite 
and  nooft  excellent  Matter,  even  to  righteoufnefe  j  unto 
the  bringing  forth  of  the  genuine  fruits  of  holincfs,  which 
are  by  Jeftis  Chrift  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  God,  that 
ye  may  be  more  and  more  holy  and  fruitful  in  every 
good  word  and  work,  by  henceforth  doing  more  for  God 
than  yc  have  ever  heretofore  done  in  the  fcrvice  of  (in. 

20  For  while  ye  were  the  willing  fervants  of  (in,  de¬ 
voted  to  its  inter  efts,  and  entirely  under  its  power  and 
dominion,  by  a  chofen  fubjertion  to  it,  yc  were  not  un¬ 
der  the  rule  and  government  of  principles  of  righteouf- 
nets ;  but  were  wholly  ftrangers,  and  difafferted  to  it, 
and  did  not  maintain  a  fenfe  of  your  obligations  to  re¬ 
gard  it,  but  rather  negle&ed  and  oppofed  it,  and  plea- 
fed  yourfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  having  caft  off  the 
holy  reftraints  which  it  would  have  laid  upon  you  t : 
Sut  how  much  foever  ye  might  imagine  yourfelves  to  be 
free  in  that  condition,  ye  were  in  reality  the  meft  mi¬ 
ferable  and  abjert  flaves,  as  a  little  ferious  reflection  may 
fatisfy  you, 

21  Let  me  then  a(k  you,  what  real  profit,  honour, 
or  pleafure,  did  ye  find,  or  eculd  ye  expert,  in  your 

'  former  (inful  courfes,  even  while  ye  were  purfuing  them, 
and  indulging  yourfelves  in  them?  Were  they  not  at¬ 
tended  with  remoi  fe,  defilement  and  reproach,  trouble 
and  difappointmem,  loft  and  mifehtef  to  yourfelves  ? 
and  did  they  not  leave  a  (ling  hehind  them  ?  Could  ye 
ever  refiert,  with  any  fatisfartion,  or  peace,  upon  thofe 
abominable  crimes,  for  which,  ye  are  now  imily  filled 
with  bofy  confulion,  fclf-abafement  and  (hamr,  in  e- 
very  review  of  them  as  things  that  were  foolilh,  and 
unworthy  in  themfelves,  and  highly  ungtateiul,  oftWi- 

livc, 


NO 

f  Yrtt  /rem  tivHntrfxffr  It  not  mcmiooH 
u  a  privilege,  but  m  the  mifoy  of  ihcir  na¬ 
tural  Hue  ;  bit  that  fort  of  liberty  was  rcJ If 
the  vorft  of  luvtry,  though  they  might  *iot 
[hivnk  it  Jb ,  w-iiUc  they  chofc  to  be  under  it : 
Kor  tiqth  it  Ggniiy  that  they  mrt  <lifch3rj*ed 
Hoiu  obligatiuii*  tD  Ti^bicsjaificfv  ;  fur  thc& 


T  K- 

are  immnuNc  and  eicuul :  But  it  iniiautn^ 
that,  while  tftey  wore  the  Jemnt$  of  Go, 
they,  hr  die  prifricil  fenfe  of  their  aua 
minds  were  at  Ioh;c  covenant*,  u*hh 
to  Gad  i>nd  tsolinj.lV;  and  did  not  rr^JTilrh* 
boadj  which  by  upon  ihcm  to  be  holy. 
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the  e'i 4  nf  (boJc 
thin  is  death. 


li  Etittnw  bc- 
in^  made  free 
frooi  and  i>e- 

CuifiC  to 

C<mI  ,  ye  have 
your  fruit  unio 
hoiiucfs,  and  the 
Old  e;u]alliiir 
life.  '  ■ 


five,  and  d [(honourable  to  God  ?  Were  they  not  all  un* 
fruitful  works  of  darknefs?  {Epb,  y.  1 1.)  they  certain¬ 
ly  were:  For  the  dired  tendency,  and  due  defert  of 
fbofe  evil  pra&ices,  as  ye  now  well  know,  and  cannot 
but  own,  were  nothing  lefs  than  deftrutlion  and  death, 
temporal  and  eternal ;  and  they  would  certainly  have 
jllued  in  the  worftof  all  miferies,  that  are  a  deprivation 
of,  and  (land  in  oppofitionto  everlailing  life,  {yer-  22.) 
had  not  God,  in  the  greatnefe  of  his  companion,  pre¬ 
vented  it,  by  turning  you  from  all  your  iniquities  to 
htmfelf,  through  a  Redeemer. 

22  But  now  the  cafe  is  happily  altered  with  you,  whe, 
by  the  mighty  power,  and  abounding  grace  of  God,  are 
brought  under  another  head  and  covenant,  and  under 
the  dominion  of  other  principles:  Being  now  fee  at  li- 
berry  from  the  love  and  liking,  reign  and  tyranny,  as 
well  as  from  the  guilt  of  (in,  and  thereby  reftored  to  the 
l  me  ft  and  noblelt  freedom  ;  and  being  made  the  willing 
and  obedient  fervants  of  the  great  and  blefled  God, 
which  is  your  high  eft  hupour  and  advantage;  ye  bring 
forth,  ami  reap  a  better,  a  more  excellent  and  delight¬ 
ful  fort  of  fruir,  the  very  bed  that  can  be,  in  the  renew¬ 
ed  courfe  of  your  lives,  which  tends  unto,  and  produ¬ 
ces  evangelical  holinefs,  with  growing  increafesof  it, 
in  this  world ;  and  the  finaliflue  and  perfetVion  6f  which 
is  no  lefs  than  eternal  glory  and  bleftednefs,  free  from 
all  remainder  of  fin,  (ha me,  or  forrow,  in  the  world  to 


i }  T\> r  ihc  u\r- 

£f&uHiu  ii  death; 
tlj"  _ 

God 


come* 


23  For  all  the  wages  which  (in  pays,  as  the  natural, 
tPf‘.  °f  juft,  and  proper  recompence,  that  is  due  for  the  drud¬ 
gery  fuftained  in  doing  its  work,  and  is  allotted  to  it; 
fervants  by  the  holy  iaW  of  God,  is  the  worft  imagi* 
nable ;  even  that  dreadful  and  miferable  death,  which  is 
not  only  a  reparation  of  foul  and  body,  but  an  utter  ex- 
elution  from,  and  (lands  direfUy  oppofed  unto,  all  the 
blcfle  chiefs  of  eterml  life :  This  is  the  punifliment  which 
all  and  every  (in  dtfeiryes  ;  and  this,  like  the  hire  of  fol- 
diers,  which  is  paid  in  victuals  for  the  toils,  hard- 

flijps,  am!  dangers  of  war,  that  they  undergo  in  the 
fervice  of  their  lords,  is  all  the  food,  and  all  the  reward. 


that  the  (inner  (hall  ever  have  from  that  cruel  tyrant. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  the  free  gift  *,  which  proceeds 

merely 

NOTE. 


?  The  nunn)  anlithfn  to  tke  yunn  tr fit, 

h^ychren  the  -uwges  vf  righiewfeffit 
or  Kolinds,  hod  It  been  confident  with  truth ; 
But  inftcadof  that,  w jgn  and  j-fls  arc  here 
(ippofed;  one  to  the  other ,  hecr.tifc,  though 
death  hthcj:tj)  r^irsrJ  of  the  ftrvicc  done 
for  iin  ;  yet  eternal  life  is  merely  the  uapitrh* 


ted  gift  of  grace,  withqfut  any  worthim/s  In 
us  to  incitle  os  to  it ;  and  the  oppofuiuit, 
that,  in  this  and  the  preceding  verfc*,  if 
made  between  death  and  eternal  5/V,  ihewt 
th-t  the  death,  *hkh  it  the  fruit  of  fin,' 
Ultw  ?n  that  which  is  eternal^  u  well  u  that 
is  ccmporii 


a  yi 
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(jj  is  -eternal  merely  from  the  etace  or  God*  without  the  lead  regaid, 

Jifc,  t  .iron  » It  ft-  *  j'  *  *  ,  ,  r  .  * 

fa  Cbij^T  iut  Ye**  ,n  Oppwuiosi  ro  any  mem  or  defert  in  us,  is  in- 
Lord.  finitely  advjutagcuus ;  It  is  no  lefs  than  an  eveililting 

life  of  the  higheft  honour  and  felicity*  in  the  immediate 
prefence*  and  complete  enjoyment  of*  and  conformity 
to  the  ever  glorious  Gcd,  through  the  righteoufiiefsaml 
mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift*  in  whom  we*  that  believe, 
have  a  Awe  bum  ft  ;  whom  we  own*  honour,  love,  and 
ferve  j  and  whom  we  humbly  claim  and  depend  upon* 
as  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  grotindlefs  and  injurious  are  all  ch-irgc.>of  licentioufntfe  on  the  duArine 
of  iuPiftcaticm  alone  by  the  free  grace  of  Cod*  through  the  right  coufm*  ft  of 
C-irift  !  Though  no  good  works  of  our  awn  bear  any  part  in  oar  j  unification 
before  God,  Vet  they  fond  in  a  ehifc  and  m^ilary  comiedttnn  with  it;  and  no^ 
Iking  can  be  more  detcflabie,  than  to  continue  in' fin*  that  grace  m:;y  the  more 
abound  in  pardoning  it.  For  bow  fh;dl  we,  that  are  by  prufdbon  and  o!£i}r:u 
don,  and,  if  true  believers,  are  in  fret  dead  to  fin,  live  any  longer  therein  ? 
This- would  be  it  fla^  contradiftion  to  our  kipttfmal  engagement,  and  to  all  that 
teas  fignified  by  it,  and  is  anfwcrable  to  it ;  would  be  abfolntdy  i  neon  Li  tic  nt  with 
ourcharader,  privilege,  and  duty,  as  inetnhera  of  Chvift*  that  have  communion 
ivith  him  in  hi*  death  and  re fu ruction,  and  with  nti  realizing  views  by  faith  of 
deliverance  from  fin  and  wrath,  and  01  an  advancement  to  cternit  gfury,  Ginmgh 
him. -^How  excellent  is  the  elf eft  of  regenerating  grace ;  it  inclutUs  both  a  mci> 
tifirrfian  of  iin,  that  the  old  man  may  be  deftroyed,  and  i'piritual  quick  i  Jugs  to 
a  holy  and  heavenly  life,  that  wc  may  walk  before  God  with  new  pritii.lpKs  .uul 
ends,  and  according  to  a  new  Tuie,  in  imitation  of  Chrift,  ami  by  virtue  derived 
from  his  death  and  ndurreitioin  to  the  glory  of  God.  Mow  c;  nattily  kisv  we 
iialge,  whether  fin  or  hotfhefs  has  the  nfeendeney  in  our  hearts  and  lives  t  Which 
tver  of  theft1  we  willingly  yield  otirfdve*  up  unto,  that  is  the  Lord  that  rule* 
ever  us.  We  all  once  were  the  Arrant*  of  iniquity,  as  appeared  bv  our  chu* 
fri*c  its  workr*  obeying  its  dictate*,  and  taking  pleat  lire  hi  vioh'ing  every 
bond  to  holimft  ;  But,  blcfltd  be  God,  true  belkvm  are  moulded  inio  tt;c 
fpirit  of  the  jrolpcl,  which,’  under  di vine  influence,  has  a  Tran.  Amtiiujr  cBicacy 
upon  them  ;  they  arc  let  at  liberty  front  the  commanding  power  of  fiu ;  they 
Late  and  abhor  it,  and  by  no  means  approve  of  it,  in  any  infoner  whatfoe- 
ver;  and  they  an;  become,  in  their  wry  hearts*  fervaufo  to  God  and  righu*- 
oufneft,  How  concerned  then  found  u<cy  he,  to  live  under  a  cxsiifont  Auv  of 
what  1*  longs  tu  their  (late*  ns  Chriitv.ua  :  They  Jhouhl  reckon  ihcvifrUw  to 
be  uitirtTy  dead  to  fin,  as  thofc  tlj.n  have  nothin#  more  to  do  ui  h  i:  ;  but 
alive  to  God  through  Jefus  {.Thrift  our  Lord  ;  Though  fiu  fciH  remains,  and  is 
ftriving  for  the  mattery  in  them,  they  fhonh!  never  give  way  to  its  efforts  ;  b;:t 
yield  up  their  whole  Adv^s,  body  ;ui.d  foul,  to  the  Lord.  And  bow  great  are 
tlwir  inducements  and  3iJitU!Kvs,  to  t\\tk  the  ilrr:ceuff*n  f.:r  the  Arv:ee  of 
Gi»d  !  Though  they  are  fUfi  under  the  law  as  a  mlt  of  life,  fo-y  are  not  muter 
i*  as  a  fevere  and  frit  practicable  covenant,  nor  under  its  curie;  but  are 
under  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  contains  the  llrougvit  Aeuvilks  ay.*!-  A 
fin’s  recovering  i\s  dominion  over  them;  and  they  arc  fretd  from  the  crea-li'ui 
lord th ip  of  fin.  What  fruit  any  orii' ever  iom,d,  wutili  li** vs cvf ,  in  its  w.ty  i 
and  works,  even  while  he  was  ccuphivcil  i:i  i!'vm  l  '1‘hey  ;.rc  mat; a*  r,l  toe 
greaieft  Biatue,  tuid  Ihur  jrtft  vt"*gv*s  arc  :di  ma-.*i:cs  unto  vte!,:ud  d  - itn.  But 
there  i  ah  pvdcist  plcafure  in  the  ways  of  liJhicf:  :  and  ita  h.topy  i' t  c  k  ever- 
hfting  KA,  rot  iudceil  as  the  of  Vv-:Ui.\.f.!d^  b;:t  ^  the  mav  gilt 

Cvd'a  fixe  grace*  ilu'ougU  Jefus  Chi dt  uu;  i  <  Jid. 


C  H  A  P, 
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CHAP.  VJI. 

The  apojtle  Jbews  that  believers  are  not  wider  the  law,  as  a  covenant  / 
but  are  married  to  Cbrifi,  that  they  may  bring  forth  fruit  unto  Codt 
as  a  further  argument  agatnjl  Jin,  and  for  bohnefs ,  i, — 6.  Sett 
forth  the  t ife  and  excellence  of  the  lav),  in  other  views  of  it,  though 
it  be  not  fuffeient  to  remove  the  guilt ,  or  mafler  the  power  of  fin, 
7, — 13.  dnd  deferibes  the  fpiritual  confiiBs  between  corruption  and 

grace  in  a  believer's  heart ,  14,-25. 


Text. 

t/Now  yc  ont* 
.  brethren^  (fpr 
V  (peak  to  then 
that  know  the 
bwt)howtharthe 
law  hath  dun ii- 
oiao  over  a  n»au 
as  long  nc  he  li* 
Y*hl 


%  For  the  wo* 
IiuQ  which  hath 
an  husband  U 
t>oond  hy  the 
Jaw  to  htr  huf* 
hand  fo  long  as 
he  livt:h  *  bm  if 
the  hu&band  he 
Avtdt  facts  Jooftil 
from  the  Jaw  o l 
her  husband* 


3  So  then  if 
while  her  hu£ 
hand  Itveih  fte  be 
fliarricd  to  ano- 
i«u  man,  fat  (hall 
U:  tailed  art  aduj* 
tcrefs:  but  if  her 
be  dead, 
fhe  \%  tree  from 
that  Lw;  fo  that 
Ihc 


Paraphiuse. 

T  ET  me  now  a  little  further  argue  the  point,  parti* 
cularly  with  thofe  of  you  my  dear  brethren  in  Chrift, 
that  hare  been  converted  from  among  the  Jrtw  *,  re- 
reUting  to  your  deliverance  from  the  law-covenant, 
(chap,  vi,  14,  &c.)  in  fuph  a  manner  as  frees  you  from 
the  dominion  of  (in,  that  ye  may  live  unto  God ;  for  I 
would  now  add  refs  myfelf  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  thofe 
that  are  acquainted  with  the  law  given  by  Mjef*  sod 
(b  may  the  more  readily  apprehend  what  1  ara  going  to 
fay,  Are  ye  not  well  fatisfied,  tbarthe  authority  of  the 
law  continues,  and  is  binding  to  a  man,  as  long  as, 
and  no  longer  than,  he  lives  under  it,  and  fo  Hands  re¬ 
lated  to  it  l  Ye  furely  cannot  be  ignorant  of  lo  plain  a 
truth,  as  this. 

2  For  to  illuftrate  the  matter  by  a  known  and  fami¬ 
liar  inftanoe,  it  is  undeniably  plain,  that  a  married  wo¬ 
man  is  tied  and  continues  under  obligation  to  her  huf- 
band,  by  the  law  of  wedlock,  which  eftablilhes  the  re¬ 
lation  between  them  all  the  days  of  his  life,  or  till 
death  (hall  part  them  :  But  if  ber  hulbarid  dies,  the  re¬ 
lation  ceafeg  between  them,  and  (he  is  difebarged  from 
the  law,  which,  in  the  nature  of  a  covenant,  bound  her 
to  her  hulband;  To  that  he  has  no  longer  any  right  to 
her,  nor  is  (he  under  any  further  obligation  to  him. 

3  From  hence  it  plainly  follows,  that  if  (he  were  tn 
be  married  to  any  other  ipan  during  her  lawful  hulV 
hand’s  life,  (he  would  be  juftly  deemed  an  adulteries,  as 
having  broke  the  covpnant-contisft  that  was  between 
them,  and  bound  her  to  btin,  and  btm  only;  But  if 
her  huiband  were  dead,  there  would  be  an  end  of  tbe. 
relation,  and  confrqucntly  of  the  marriage-bond  which 
ried  her  jo  him ;  fo  that  (he  would  not  be  guilty  of 

adphm, 

T  E. 


H  0 

*  The  apottle  here  direds  hit  coutjc  mag 
immediately  to  the  Wieviog  Jews  that  be. 
longed  to  die  chjirch  at  Rome,  u  appear, ‘by 
hi,  appealing  unio  them  u  per Jans  that 
mrw  tit  taw.  And  u  tbeir  prcjodkci  were 


£>  ft  tong  for  the  taw,  and  againfl  ftlvation 
by  mq*  pace  through  Jefot  Chrift,  it  m 
proper  m  Seat  paiticuWjy  whh  them  upon 
tfceie  pouts. 
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ifcl  it  M  liohfr 
iv.fi,  though  (he 
be  oilmen  ta  i* 
iwltler  IBM. 

4  Where  tore, 
my  brethr«n>  J« 

ilia  ire  become 

<btd  to  the  U* 
try  the  body  of 
Clirift ;  that  ye 

Qiould 


adultery,  nor  ought  (he  to  he  charged  with  it,  in  cafe  of 
her  being  then  married  to  another  man,  any  more  than 
if  (he  baa  never  been  cfpoufed  to  a  former  bulband. 

4  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  to  apply  what  I 
have  now  been  faying  to  the  date  that  ye  arc  in  toward 
God,  as  the  law  has  a  right  of  dominion  over  a  man 
only  lb  Jong  as  he  lives  under  it,  and  this  has  been,  il- 
1  unrated  by  the  covenant-obligation  of  a  wife  to  her 
hulban.d,  which  is  diffolved  by  death  :  So  ye,  through 
faith,  are  become  dead  to  the  law,  as  a  covenant,  which 
requires  perfect  obedience,  as  the  condition  of  life,  and 
pronounces  a  curfe  for  every  frilore «  it  in  this  refpeQ 
is  vacated,  or  difannulled,  as  to  you,  and  has  loft  its 
power  over  you  *  >  infomuch  that  ye  are  freed  from  its 

terms 


V  o 

*  At  lU  lav  bad  been  illuftrated,  {wr.  j, 
j,}  by  ihe  Uw  of a  bvjband,  which  is*  pro¬ 
perly  {peaking,  a  covenant  between  him  and 
hid  wife ;  We*  m  corrcfpondcnet  thereunto* 
arc  i of o rally  led  to  coafider  the  lav*  under 
the  notion  of  a  covenant,  when  the  apoftle 
fpeJks  of  believers,  as  dead  u  if,  and  ver,  6, 
is  Jcftvcrtd  from  it  e  And  conGdertng  it  in 
llits  view*  their  deliverance  is  not  only  from 
the  ceremonial,  but  tikewife  from  the  moral 
lav.  Accordingly,  he  often  fpeaks  of  the 
liv*  in  his  aigumcnt  about  jaftificoHon,  In 
foch  term*  as  cun  agree  to  uime  but  the  men? I 
Uw  :  For  this  is  the  law*  the  things  of  which 
ihe  (jttttiLs  do  by  seture,  and  the  verb  of  which 
is  utriiiru  if  thesr  hearts,  and  the  Jf»,  being 
iu  knitted  out  of  which,  approved  the  things 
that  are  n tort  excellent ;  and  this  is  the  taw 
that  fays,  a  man  flail  net  fleaf,  and  flnll  not 
atxmf  aJv!ttfy\  and  it  is  diftingtiilhcrt  from* 
and  preferred  to  the  ritual  ordinance  of  dr- 
cnmdGuEi*  which  was  fo  far  from  profiting 
the  breakers  of  this  Jaw,  that  the  Gentiles  ip 
falfllEng  its  rigbitvnfticfs  would  have  the  ad* 
vantage  of  the  tranfgrefling  Jew,  (chap*  ii* 
U, — 17*)  This  likewiic  «  the  law,  nliirh 
fpcaks  to  them  that  are  uzdtr  it,  that  every 
month  Wj  he  flopped,  and  aU  the  world  map 
^  gmfiy  before  God  /  by  which  is  the 
Ltffvhs Jjc  of  flu ;  and  which  h  not  vdd, 
hui  is  ejfeblifaed,  through  faith,  (chap,  iii*  ip, 
jOj  jr.)  And  thts  is  the  law  which  works 
■jrrntb  to  the  tnnfgreflbr  of  it,  (chap.  iy*ip) 
and  enured  that. the  t/cue  might  abound,  (chop, 
y.io*)  It  1$  tifo  the  moral  law*  of  which 
the  apoflle  fays,  in  this  fcrenth  chapter*  (ver, 
$, — id.)  The  motlm  of  fins,  winch  were  by 
t«C  /«vt  did  wrk  xm  our  members  to  briar  forth 
jruit  onto  death.  I  -was  aline  without  the  law 
tftre ;  hat  when  the  commaitdnjent  tame,  fla  re- 
tirred,  and  I  died,  end  the  commandment, 
%r*H<h  iwf  ordained  to  life,  I  famed  to  fa r  unto 
J(-uh  :  tf 'here fore  the  /trw  is  hly,  and  the  com* 
raandmeut  hlyt  aid  g^d.—l  had  net 


T  B. 

known  lufl,  except  the  law  hod  fad,  thou  jtait 
net  covet* — by  tie  commandment  became  cm- 
ctediug  fwful  *—iyt  toww  that  the  law  hfpiri- 
(vaL—l  content  to  the  taw  that  it  is  good,  &e. 
And,  in  the  eighth  chapter,  (ror.  4*  y.) 
This  is  the  lav*  the  righuwfncfi  of  which  it 
fulfilled  ia  u$  ;  aud  io  which  the  carnal  ssnnd 
h  act  jubjeif,  neither  indeed  can  be • 

It  is,  l  think*  un^ndHonabie  that  in  moll, 
if  not  in  ail  thefc,  and  feveral  other  palbges 
of  the  apoftte's  dilbomfe,  fuch  things  are 
fpoken  of  ai  are  peculiar  to  the  moral  law  ; 
and  therefore  he  evidently  keeps  this  in  view, 
at  leaf!  together  with  the  ccrtmomtl  1»*  and 
lb  took  in  the  whole  of  the  religious  law  of 
the  Jews,  at  well  as  the  |aw  of  ntture,  whew 
he  fooke  of  ov  not  baaijuflificd  by  the  works 
of  the  law,  and  of  our  being  dud  to  it,  and 
delivered  from  it  But  then  this  deliverance 
from  the'moral  law  is  to  be  coofidered  only 
with  reference  to  it*  at  the  covenant  of  vrorks, 
and  to  the  curie,  which  it  pronounces  upott 
every  trinfgrdfor ;  and  pot  with  refpeft  to 
h,  as  the  law  of  cratjnn,  and  the  rule  of 
life j  For  If  in  this  view  of  it,  it  is  Hill  to  be 
accounted  holy,  juft,  and  good,  (vcr.  i*,) 

.  and  is  of  eternal  and  unchangeable  obligation, 
rdulring  from  the  ertatnrei  relation  to  God 
and  one  another;  and  in  this  fade,  bclierers 
are  fUU,  as  much  as  ever,  hound  by  it.  The 
gufpei  hut  not,  in  this  refpeft,  let  aGde  the 
moral  law,  or  fuhitituucd  a  requirement  of 
only  Gncere  ln>pcrfefl  obedience,  in  dead  of 
the  perfeft  law  of  God,  as  a  rule  of  life :  Fnr 
as  It  vould  not  become  the  ho4ine6  of  God 
to  give  us  an  imperfect  rule  of  bdiaviotir ;  fo 
the  fittcerc  belkm  might,  ia  that  cafe,  be 
fad  to  fulfil  the  ufrnnft  of  his  demands  by  an 
impcrfaft  olndieoce ;  and  would  neither  have 
any  fm,  uor  need  any  pardon-  But  the 
tnrth  t&,  that  the  grace  of  the  golpeft  pardons 
thi'ir  fins,  on  Chrift's  scooust,  wfilb,  through 
the  remaining  Ik.  privity  of  nature,  they  c=i>- 
net*  a$  they  uLq  would*  come  up  to  the  per* 
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ftonU  be  married  terms  for  juflification,  or  condemnation,  bythecruci- 
to  *Kim  who*!*  fiiion  of  Chrift,  who  bit  ov/nfeif  bare  your  jins  in  hit 
railed  from  i be  own  body  on  the  tree,  (1  Pet ,  ii.  24.)  and  redeemed  you 
^ad,  that  w«  from  the  eurje  of  the  Uw,  being  made  a  curfe  for  pi1, 
fraUuuiuGsdL1^  {&*?• *“•  13*)  that  being  thus  difcbarged  fiom  covenant- 
obligations.  to  the  law,  as  your  former  hulbaitd,  yc 
mi'j'ltr  be  honourably  efpoufed  to  another,  of  a  more 
excellent  nature,  even  to  Chrift,  and  might  come  /mo 
a  new-covenant -relation  to  God,  through  faith  in  him  •, 
who,  as  be  was  delivered  up  to  death  for  your  offences^ 
was  raifed  again  for  your  jufiification,  [chop.  iv.  25.} 
But  take  heed  of  thinking,  that  this  deliverance  from 
your  former  hufband,  and  efpoufal  to  Chrift  is,  that  ye 
may  be  at  liberty  to  live  as  ye  lift,  without  taw  to  Co ,ft 
(1  Cor.  ix.  2 1.)  as  though  its  moral  precepts  did  not  (till 
bind  you  to  obedience :  For  the  very  end  and  delign  of 
this  happy  alteration  in  onr  covenant-date  *,  who  wer; 
under  the  law,  is,  that  being  dead  to  fin  we  might  live 
unto  rigkteoufiiefs,  (1  Pet.  if.  24.)  and  that  by  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  fpi  ritual  life,  derived  from  our  rifen  huftund 
and  Saviour,  we  might  bring  forth  fruits  of  holin'Js, 
acceptable  in  the  figbt  of  God,  and  to  bis  praife  and 
glory,  through  Jefus  Chrift. 

f  far,  when  r  For  while  we  Jews.  (1  put  myfelf  in,  it  having 

flefti*  the  motions  bcen  my  own  in  common  with  yours)  while  we  wax 
of  which  in  our  carnal  unconverted  Rate*  under  the  power  of 

were  hy  thcUw*  corrupt  nature,  which,  for  its  vilenefs,  and  a&mty  in 

nlemba,  10  bring  3,1(1  by  the  body,  may  well  be  termed  fiejb,  ( ebap .  viii. 

foiifi  8.)  and  while  we  were  fo  immerfed  in  it,  as  to  be  in 

the  fiejb,  as,  a  man  who  is  overcome  with  ftroug  li¬ 

quor  is  i,iid  to  be  in  drink;  then  the  violent  pallVnii 
(3-aw^/ra)  0f  indwelling  corruption,  which  were  inju¬ 
red  by  the  oppoEtion  that  the  purity  of  the  precept; 
and  the  feverity  of  the  curfe  of  the  law  made  again  it 

them, 


N  O  1 

feft  demands  of  the  Jaw,  Though  ii  is  Hue 
that  they  arc  delivered  from  all  manner  of 
cHi£::;ion,  under  the  gdijid-fbilc,  to  ohilrvc 
any  rites  of  i  he  ceremonial  L*w;  yet  m  the 
nature  of  the  apoflk's  argument,  he  con  ft* 
d;'.-s  tfu-ir  ddivcruncc  from  the  whole  of  the 
bw,  imiulivti  Wh  of  Us  ccrcmonhl 
and  monl  only  as  it  contained  terms 

of  Ut’v  in  i  covcniut  To  all  this  wti 

may  add,  that  when  he  parlictikity  meant 
the  crnrwWM/,  in  dirt  inf  lion  fntm  the  otirsi 
he  frequently  f'*>kc  of  it  in  diminutive 
terms  ;  fomerinKS  cdiixi::  it  tbt  !aic  of  a  car- 
Htl  ctHr.KicTjdttictit ,  tut  a  Cisruitf  w£ttoni(rst  (N*Ai 
\lu  rtf*  and  ix*  10*)  ui  other*,  /£*  faw  of 
cuff  ctiitew fJ  iw  Q.+'iti.intrs-,  (  KM. 
5;,  <i-}  at  other*,  OrcissnCiit  wd  i$e  rui* 


1  B  S* 

of  (ft«Vii.  *0.)  Arid  at  o- 

tllci3,  Tbt  cvftvnt  itf  ti it  falitcrjt  {Ms  xxvii:. 
IT,)  and  the  like !  B&t  notij  nf  thefr  U-t=v- 
and  gj££jfi£tivc  tharaiicrs  of  the  hv>  ji  ■; 
found  In  this  epifile  to  the  Jtomsns,  to  r- . 
rtr^io  it  to  the  ceremonial  bw,  in  irHf 
fafcluho&t  juftificathm  by  its  works.  {^.~ 
alio  the  note  on  chap.  iii.  19-) 

J  The  npofUe,  with  admirable  ashb-ti-, 
varies  ths  p*rjbnr  and  puts  w  for  k,  1 1^.,- 
toften  what  foj  Wai(co;og  tc>  *]iy  ii. 
next  vtrfef  »lx>ut  thtir  former  viic  irul  Vs:.:v  ■■ 
cm:umrtanc^s;  and  mirrht  Uikr: 
dium  of  it,  by  fcmuUi  t 

the  fame  lime,  might  iht  nert:  u  ■ 

that  he  is  here  paiticis^riy  W  i-- 
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kith  fruit  onto  them,  powerfully  worked  (•»*j>>,ur*)  and  exerted  them- 
Jaik  felves  in  the  whole  man,  onto  the  employing  and  com* 

tnandiog  of  all  the  members  of  oar  bodies,  and  all  the 
faculties  of  our  fouls  *,  as  inftruments  of  unrigbteouf* 
nefs  unto  fin,  {chap.  vi.  13,}  and  all  the  fruit ;  we  there¬ 
by  bought  forth,  was  fo  far  from  bang  to  God  and 
his  glory,  or  to  our  own  good,  that  it  deferred  and  tend¬ 
ed  to,  and  (bad  not  grace  prevented)  would  certainly 
have  ifTiied  in  our  eternal  ruin  and  mifery,  which,  in 
oppofition  to  an  everlafting  life  of  bapphiefs,  is  jufUy 
called  death.  {Chap.  vi.  21,  22.) 

*  ft*  now  we  6  But  now  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  being 
the  former  hulband  of  a  wife,  {ver.  2,  3.)  dead  to 
•'v;  4«<i  uhftein  us,  who  heretofore  were  held  in  fubjetlion  to  it,  and 
«  weTt  j{'*uL;  were  under  obligations  to  be  dealt  with,  for  life  or 
fim  U  eewntfs  death,  according  to  it*  we,  through  faith  in  the  Lord 
of  fpirir,  and  not  Jefcs  Chrift  f,  are  delivered  from  its  coveoant-demands 
and  rigorous  cuife,  that  wc  might  obey  and  ferve  God, 
under  a  new  and  better  covenant,  in  our  efpoufals  to 
another  hu/band,  even  Child,  from  new  principles  and 
motives,  and  to  new  ends,  with  all  freedom  and  delight 
in  our  own  fouls,  as  thofs  that  are  renewed  in  the  fpi* 
rit  of  our  minds;  and  in  a  new  life  and  converfation, 
all  fpiritnal,  holy,  and  heavenly,  by  the  a  Alliance  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  not  in  the  old  carnal  way  of  re¬ 
garding  only  the  letter  of  the  law,  by  a  bare  external 
compliance  with  fome,  and  that  principally  of  its  ritual 
precepts,  to  the  negled  of  thofe  which  'are  of  a  moral 
nature,  and  which,  in  the  bare  letter  of  it,  through  our 
own  perverfenefs,  rather  provoked,  then  retrained  the 
corruptions  of  out  hearts. 

7  What  lliall  we  think  then  of  this  account  of  our 
the  former  fbre,  as  we  flood  in  relation  to  the  taw  ?  .Some 
may  fay,  Doth  it  not  rc(le£t  the  high  eft  difitouour  upon 

the 


1#  the  ortnc:*  or 
i;ic  kutir* 


7  V/h  tf  (hull 

n.-i*  fur  f  Kell  ?  Is 


NOTE 


*  in  which  (In  works,  fttru 

nil  to  Ik  uncUvlhiod  rftjjir.r&y  of  the  meLTi- 
!^r>  oi  she  fc A ;  for  fevers l  *f  fh fejb 

zrc  iinmcdiatdy  i«:*icil  in  and  jn  \is 

nil  atfettiOHJ. ;  fiirh  as  idUatrffhutred,  wrath, 
and  the  like,  y.  to,  si.  And 
yet,  prrio;i.%  £|cc  the  note  on  chap*  v;i*  £.) 
tl't'jr  arc  called  hcc?tii1ctucy 

and  iniliKucirdhy  fleihaM 
and  the  mnn V  f*  of  lh.c  thxly  the  inUrn^ 
menu  by  which  thry  work* 

■*  An'ichi*  d:.vi  t- j  the  ltnaf  ver,  4* 
rmfl  directly  to  aufvicr  tt>  wlianhciimtlle 
!:^d  laid,  i\t.  1,  a!Kjni  fh  h^s  hizjtt*  ttbiti;* 
£ o\nr  a  wit  e/t  hi-+  es  cr  /i:vt :  Jc- 

s,;j  vih^rsH^rzin  the  v£ill\ 

dir vttly  imlwcrs  to  wli-t  \vj£  Lec:t  c6fu'vid? 


>cr*  i,  3*  ahont  the  wife's  /WW/nmi  the 
hut  cf  her  bxjheixd  whitt  he  if  the 

rjjic  'a  ver*  4O  **  I* ^  be  cxp!r.iu- 
“  cd  by  afunifcudc,  (toys  jji  eiul 

V  pious  wiilci)  Ichiiik  l\  is  iW.ish  hi  Jm 
ilimo  rranner,  ths  J  't  ’lity*  the 
“  to'tfciiti';*  se.;V*:*Vtf  in  r-vi-  11  jL 

**  hut  ih=rifl  iit  >V-r;r  ■**!■;  ytt 

**  air*  u>  hnrf  a*iy  per: hi,  vJ-i>suv'-jii.t 

u  'ifthc  tiff  cf  fv.Vrrjr;  11  ad  hia;- 

<t  . ■-!/ .*  r^r,:ir?ply  :  Tlwi^h  1'  h  hulivit 
u  U;i->  j  zhst  it  c^n  nvver  be  kid* 

**  i::-«c  p  rni  l  iws  zrti  'iu\vr  ;i r  cccr 

“  w  .r  her  r.lr,  bj,  c:r  ; .  j  K  tut  law 
u  ^  is-"  bwttdtej  OKtfiij  axitcJ. 
1^5-  i*i- 
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theUwliQ?  c<4  (he  righteous  law  of  God  itfelf;  as  even  its  moral  pre- 
fcaj  ^not^luMrn  wpts  were  the  caufe  of  fin,  inftead  of  a  check  to  it  ?  I 
fin,  tut  br  the  anfwer,  No,  by  do  means,  ytw>)  ;  this  would  be  as 
law:  for  I  hut  vile  and  injurious  a  thought,  and  as  much  to  be  abhor- 
«^D°the  ^  re^>  as  any  of  the  others  that  have  been  already  confu- 
had  tud.  Thou  ted, (chap.  vi.  i,  &c.  and  ver.  15,  &c.):  Nay,  fo  contrary 
fiuli  ik< corct.  j3  this  to  the  excellent  nature  and  proper  defign  of  the 
law,  that  I  myfelf  (to  tell  you  my  own  former  experi¬ 
ence)  (hould  not  have  underftood  fome  things  to  be  really 
Gnful  and  condeinnable;  nor  been  fuitably  hamhlcdfor 
them,  and  brought  to  fee  my  need  of  Chiift,  to  fare  me 
from  them,  had  it  not  been  for  the  light  and  authority 
of  God's  holy  law,  which  difcovered  and  forbade  them : 
For,  to  inftance  only  in  one  particular,  I  {hould  never 
hare  apprehended,  and  been  convinced  in  my  own  con* 
fcience,  that  the  fccret  workings  of  irregular  defircs,  and 
the  very  firft  motions  of  inordinate  affe&ions,  were  {ins, 
untefs  the  law  had  pronounced  them  to  be  fo,  in  the 
tenth  commandment,  faying,  Thau  (halt  not  covet,  (Sxod. 
sx.  17.)  which  includes  a  prohibition  of  all  impatient* 
and  difcontent  in  our  own  minds  at  any  difpofals  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  concerning  us;  all  grudging  and  envying  at 
the  profperity  of  others;  and  all  inclinations  to  what 
God  has  forbid,  and  uneafy  cravings  of  any  worldly  en¬ 
joyments  which  others  are  poflefled  of,  and  he  fees  fit 
to  deny  us ;  fhat  therefore  which  thus  difeorers  and 
forbids  all  fin,  in  its  firft  and  moft  fecret  workings,  can 
never  be  a  friepd  to  it. 

ing  occaGon  ^  j  8  But  the  truth  of  the  cafe  is,  that  fo  far  as  the  law 
tbe  ewnnand  -  ever  proved  an  occafion  of  fin  to  me,  the  fault  lay,  not 
mat ,  wrought  at  ajj  j„  (he  [aw  itfelf,  hut  entirely  in  my  own  wicked 
heart:  It  did  not  fo  properly  give  the  occafion,  as  the 
For  without  the  corruption  of  my  nature;  c|ie  fin  that  reigned  in  me 
Uw  tin  -mas  dad.  unworthily  took  the  occafion  for  it,  from  the  juft  ftrift- 
nefs  and  feverity  of  the  law,  and  from  my  own  natural 
enmity  to  it;,  and  fo  worked  in  me  all  manner  of  evil 
inclinations  and  defirea  after  that  which  was  forbid¬ 
den  by  it :  For  as  long  as  I  continued  without  a  true 
fenfe  of  the  fpirituality  and  haK^fe,  ftri&nefs  and  ex¬ 
tent  venefs  of  the  demands  of  the  law  *,  (which  I  was 

after- 


N  o  t  E. 

*  Tt  if  forprifing  to  me,  that  the  learned  pofUt’s  peremptory  ailcrtions,  (ehap.  v,  it* 
Mr  Lntkt*  and  Ibnw  others  after  him,  (hould  i  j,  14*)  that-fy  one  man  fin  entered  into  th 
make  the  fenie  of  thU  paflige  to  be*  vdibont  w^i,  and  death  hj  that  fin  was  in  th 
tbe  brie  (meaning  the  law  grven  by  Mvfes)  fin  yiWrf  airfiV,  or  all  along  before  the  la»  \  and 
jj  deadt  not  ul*U  to  hurt  ms?  or  vitkvnt  the  that  death  rrigutd  fretn  Adam  ft  Motes*  l\nw 
fa-ip  iff  Mtfeti  which  annexes  death  to  tnmf-  then  coukl  it  be  £ud,  that  On  nis  not  able  to 
prcfTion*  jrn  if  as  asjead,  is  not  able  to  hurt  the  apnitle,  or  to  bring  dcith  upon 
have  its  will  of  me,  and  biiug  de^th  upon  him,  or  upon  any  other  Jnu,  without  the 
me  :  For  this  is  directly  to  the  a*  tap  0/  J \Ujet  l  fines  it  had  reigned  unrr. 
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0  For  I  iras  a- 
uvc  without  the 
bw  once :  but 
when  the  coift- 
AjndDient  came, 
fin  revived,  and  I 
died* 


lo  And  the  colt)- 
nu'intttir  which 
ardriud  to 
life, 


afterwards  led  into  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  when  lie  Came 
to  open  mine  eyes)  Go*  and  cfpecislly  heart-fin,  though 
it  aAnally  worked  with  great  power  in  me,  waft  a  trivial 
harmlefs. thing  in  my  account:  It  did  not  terrify  my 
conference }  but  feemed,  like'  a  dead  man,  to  have  no ' 
ilrength  in  me,  and  to  carry  no  danger  in  it. 

p  For  in  thofe  dan  of  my  unregeneracy,  I  bad  high 
fwelling  thoughts  of  myfelf,  vainly  imagining,  that  I 
was  in  a  Cafe  uate,  and  in  good  terms  with  God,  upon 
the  foot  of  mine  own  rigbreoufnefs;  as  bring  then  an  ut¬ 
ter  ilranger  to  the  true  knowledge  and  difeerning  of  tbe 
pure  and  fpiritual  meaning,  and  high  requirements  of 
the  law,  bow  much  foevet  1  was  acquainted  with  the 
letter  or  it.  -  But  when  the  divine  precept,  in  all  its  fpi¬ 
ritual  ity  and  extent,  as  reaching  to  the  thoughts,  prin¬ 
ciples,  views,  and  deiires  of  the  heart,  as  well  as  to  the 
words  and  a£s  of  the  life  ;  when  it  thus  came,  in  the 
light  and  energy  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  my  mind  and 
confcience,  in  his  convincing  me  of  fin;  then  I  faw 
many  things  to  be  fin,  which  I  never  thought  to  be  fo 
before;  I  found  it  bad  no  more  power  in  me  than  I  for¬ 
merly  was  aware ;  I  was  then  fully  convinced,  tha:,  in 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  the  worft  of  punilK-nent 
was  due  to  me,  for  my  multiplied  cranfgrrffions  in  heart 
and  life,  beyond  all  that  I  had  ever  apprehended  before; 
and  fo  fin  revived  in  my  confcience,  in  all  its  hideous 
forms,  and  with  terrible  accufations  of  guilt  and  obnox- 
ioufnefc  to  divine  wrath  ;  and  thereupon  all  my  former 
vain  confidence,  and  high  conceit  of  myfelf,  died  with¬ 
in  me;  I  could  no  longer  fupport  them,  nor  think  my- 
fclf  righteous,  but  fell  under  a  fcntence  of  death  and 
condemnation  in  the  fenfe  of  my  own  foul,  as  a  man 
dead  in  law,  and  deferving  to  die  eternally. 

10  And  the  righteous  law  of  God,  which  was  a  fyf- 
tem  of  holy  comraandmenrs  given  with  a  promife  of  life 
to  filch  as  Humid  perfectly  obey  it,  and  was  originally 
defigoed  to  be  a  covenant  of  life,  upon  performance  t.f 
its  terms  and  conditions,  to  them  that  were  under  it, 


faying,  Tbe  man  which  doth  thofe  thing:  JbaUHve  by  them, 

chap . 

NOTE. 

death  fo  man?  hundreds  of  wan  before  that  ct cr  this,  and  the  former  part  nf  the  next 
L\v  was  glren;  and  vre  are  told*  (Rem-  k  3*-)  mic,  may  be  to  any  ulhxr  Jnv%  lappreliTml 
that  the  very  heathen^  who  had  only  the  that  they  are  to  he  coni ideml,  not  n«er«- y  ns 
hw  of  nature,  knew  the  judgment  of  G<kJ,  pcrfoimmg  the  carnal  Tcrac  in  cencrv,  but 
that  the  tranfgrefiort  of  that  law  were  wor-  as  drferiptire  ft F  the  awmlc’i  expeiic^  * 

thy  of  death.  I  therefore  take  tho  fenfe  of  and  that  all,  which  follows  to  the  end  of  the 
this  exprdfion,  as  given  in  the  pariphrdc,  chapter,  b  peculiarly  fo.  to  exempli;  f  the 
t-*  be  equally  proper  in  the  conftruftiou  of  deference  fc*t«w*  the  law  and  tht  roipet, 
the  phrafe*  and  much  better  agreeing  -v.ie.1i,  and  ihcir  idi^'tvnt  elietts  upur*  that  arc 
aid  countenanced  bys  all.  the  preceding  and  under  them  rjipcitivcly. 
f  Lowing  earnest :  And  hew  applicable  fo- 
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life,  i  found  t» be  (chap.z.  5.)  This  very  law,  being  now  a  broken  cove- 
unto  nut,  and  io  become  weak  through  the  fiejb,  (chap,  viii. 

};)  I  found  was  To  far  from  bang  capable  of  jufttfying, 
and  giving  me  a  title  to  life  and  happinefs,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  fo  condemned  and  bound  me  over  to  death  and 
mifery  of  every  kind  both  temporal  and  eternal ;  and  af¬ 
forded  me  no  remedy. 

ti  For  (in,  t»k*  1 1  For  my  original  depravity,  being  impatient  of  re- 
ttlf  by  the  law,  took  a  perverfe  occafion,  from  the 

tnent ,  deceived  ftriftnefs  of  the  commandments  contained  in  ir,  to  rife 
me,  and  by  it  up  in  rebellion  againft  It,  a9  if  it  were  too  unreafonablc 
inc*  and  fevere  an  impoGtion  to  be  laid  upon  human  na¬ 

ture  i  and  fo  beguiling  me  as  the  ferpentdid  Eve>  (Gen, 
iii.  13.)  j  it  enfoared,  and  infenGbly  drew  me  into  the 
comtniflion  of  many  evils  which  God  had  forbid,  and 
by  this  means  brought  me,  ftill  more  and  more,  under 
the  heavieft  fenteoce  of  condemnation  and  death :  and 
when  afterwards  it  came  home,  in  its  fpirituality  and 
power,  to  my  confeience,  it  flew  the  high -towering 
thoughts  and  confidences  which  I  before  had  entertain¬ 
ed  about  my  own  fufliciency  to  keep  it,  and  my  own  righ- 

i*  Whereto**  ^“fnels  to  recommend  me  to  God. 
the  law  w  holy ;  >3  Since  therefore  the  moral  law  thus  difeovers,  for* 

and  the  com-  bids,  and  condemns  every  fin;  and  fince  all  its  unhappy 
■nd'd  juO*e  hand  con^e<luences  &nd  influence,  like  tbofe  of  the  fun’s  ftiin- 
jjood/  ’  -  tng  on  a  dunghill,  are  only  owing  to  tbe  froward  abufe 
that  is  made  of  it  by  tbe  corruptions  of  mankind,  It  mu  ft 
be  acquitted  of  all  blame;  and  we  tnuft  own,  that  the 
law  itfeif  is  faultleb,  as  It'is  thejcternal  and  unchange¬ 
able  rule  and  (landard  of  all  holinefs:  and  ihat  its  direct 
and  natural  intent  is  to  encourage  and  promote  it,  and 
cannot  but  do  fo,  in  them  that  make  a  right  ufe  of  it : 
And  it  is  all  of  a  piece,  like  the  God  whofe  law  it  is  * ; 
every' particular  commandment  of  it  is  intrinficaliy  pure 
and  holy,  juft,  right,  and  true,  good  and  excellent,,  every 
way  becoming  the  holy,  righteous,  and  good  God  to 
enjoin,  and  intelligent  creatures  to  obey,  for  Ms  glory, 
and  their  own  advantage. 

*s  W11  then  13  Having  thus  fully  anfw*red  the  objection  againft 
that  •  the  law's  being fin%  (ver,  7, — tlggperhaps  fome  of  you, 

making  a  handle  of  what  has  been  faid,  (ver,  id.)  2- 
bout  my finding  the  commandment  to  be  unto  deaths  may 
iuppofe,  that  I  neverthelefs  make  it  to  be  the  caufe  of 
all  the  mifehiefs  that  are  come  upon  mankind,  even  to 
t  eternal 

MOTE. 

*  It  is  with  Inimitable  judgment  and  dcs-  equity  and  exedierfee  of  its  demands  and  dc. 
ferity,  that  in  all  ibis  dlftourfc  the  apnftle  (ijn*i  even  while  his  chief  view  is  to  I  be* 
ibothcs,aod  ingratiates  blmlelf  with  the  Jr*,  that  it  i*  incapable  of  relieving  asd  firing  a 
by  difpbyieg  tbe  bo  no  nr  of  the  bn*  io  the  triorgrclKa1. 
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£>x)'l  mult  dath 
t if Uf  in£?  God 
fjrhid*  But  Ha, 
j!jjI  it  might  *p- 
yvar  tm,  wofking 
rif.i'h  in  me  by 
ilut  which  « 
e-MiS  j  that  fin  by 
thf  co^ouod’ 
nun;  might  be* 
a-v.c  cicetding 

IjiuhI- 


14  Ynr  wcknow 
UK  law  U 
Jjnri;irii;'butf  am 
earn  a 


eternal  death.  Was  then,  da  ye  think,  that  which  is 
altogether  good  in  itfelf,  and  in  its  own  tendency  and 
deftgn,  the  real,  direct,  and  proper  caufe  of  my  being 
made  liable  to  all  mifcry  and  ruin  i  No,  (n*  yswr.^  this 
reproachfol  reflexion  upon  it  is  as  much  to  be  detetled 
as  any  of  the  former:  But,  as  ye  may  fee  by  what  has  been 
already  offered,  it  is  all  owing  to  Itrs,  which,  that  it 
might  be  dtfeorered  to  be  a  raofk  malignant. and  de- 
ftrutiive  evil,  produced  fuch  wicked  works  in  me,  by 
its  abufe  of  the  good  law  of  God,  as  are  the  only  crimi¬ 
nal  caufe  of  deftruilion  ;  and  fo  it  apparently  brought 
me  under  a  righteous  and  aggravated  femence  of  con* 
detonation,  as  its  natural  and  due  defert  }  that  Gn,  be¬ 
ing  thus  prohibited  by,  and  yet  riling  up  in  defpe.ate 
oppofition  to  the  holy  commandment,  migbt  .be  fhewn 
to  be  fo  extremely  odious,  unrtafonable,  and  injurious, 
above  all  things  elfe  fo  dire£t!y  contrary  to  God,  and 
hts  taw  j  and  fo  pernicious  to  myfetf,  that  i|  wants  a 
word  ftrong  enough  to  exprefs  its  malignity,  and  can¬ 
not  be  fo  jufUy  and  fully  reprefented,  as  by  an  epithet 
taken  from  itfelf,  and  fo  pronouncing  it  to  be  above  all 
meafure  finful.  »*<»£«*» 

14  For,  whatever  unenlightened  minds  may  think  of 
it,  thofc  of  us,  wbo  have  been  led  into  a  deep  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  evil  of  fin,  in  its  contrariety  to  the  moral 
law,  are  very  funs  that  this  is  nor,  like  the  ceremonial 
law,  a  carnal  commandment)  (Heb,xn.  16.)  pertaining 
only  to  the  body }  nor  like  human  laws,  which  can  rake 
no  cognizance  of  crimes,  farther  than  they  appear  by 
overt-afts.  No,  we  are  thoroughly  fatisfied,  that  this 
excellent  law  is  of  a  fpirituai  nature,  every  way  worthy 
its  author,  who  is  a  Spirit,  and  the  Cod  of  the  /pints  of 
all  fefb,  ( John  ir.  24.  and  Numb,  xvi.  2a.)  aud  that 
therefore  it  extends  its  requirements  to  the  foul,  in  all 
its  powers  and  faculties,  thoughts  and  difpofirious,  prin¬ 
ciples,  motives,  and  ends ;  demands  internal  and  fp» ri¬ 
tual,  as  welt  as  external  and  bodily  fervice  ;  and  forbids 
heart  tins,  as  well  os  every  irregularly  in  the  lifo  and 
converfation  :  But,  alas!  to  till  you  now  my  prefeat, as 
(ver.  :'3*)  l  did  my  former,  experience}  arte*- all 
the  renovation  in  the  fpirit  ot  my  mind,  there  arc  Ititl 
fuch  remainders  of  indwelling  corruption  in  me,  and  to 
many  comings  fhort  of  the  fpirituality  and  wide  extent 
of  tbit  taw,  thar  when  I  view  myfelt  in  its  pure  and  ho¬ 
ly  light,  and  compare  sr.y  nun  heart  and  ways  with  the 
perfection  it  requires  *,  I  hud  myfclf  to  be,  in  too  great 

meafure, 


NOTE. 

*  That  it;!  apofileJicre,  and  in  the  follon--  «f  IiiinJ"  ir,  «■;:!*. -ililioa  tfl  w’<»t  he  found, 
in-  t tries  te  the  end  of  the  chapter,  if.eaSu  iif;,r  he  i*vn  r;-ewcii  4ijd  ailed  !)/ 
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eunil,  fold  under  meafnre,  carnal  /lilt,  or,  comparatively  fpeafeing,  but 
imperfe&Jy  renewed  and  though  I  am  no  longer  like 
the  wicked  Ahab,  and  thofe  idolatrous  Ifraellics,  who 
voluntarily  fold  tbem/ehes  to  do  evil,  (i  Kings  xii.  70. 
and  3  Kings  rrii.  17.)  yet,  againft  my  own  will,  I  am 
fometimes  carried  into  captivity  to  fin  unawares,  {ver. 
a  3.)  by  its  fecret  and  treacherous  workings,  under  the 
power  of  temptation ;  and  inftead  of  being  a  free  fervant 
of  fin,  I  at  fuch  feafons  am  rather  like  a  ilave,  who  has 
been  ibid  into  the  hands  of  that  deteflable  tyrant,  by  the 

fall 


N  O 

pxe,  appears  from  his  changing  the  ttsfe, 
when  he  enters  upon  this  branch  of  his  if- 
Gouffe  Whereas  be  fpofce,  m  the  former 
p* it  of  the.  chapter,  of  what  he  was  before 
coQverfion  ;  he  tmw  alt  along  tpnkt  of  him- 
felf  in  the  prejnt  tenfo*  with  fegatd  to  what 
he  experienced  after  he  was  converted,  in 
the  ftniggb  that  p ailed  in  his  own  foul,  be¬ 
tween  the  remainders  of  indwelling  corrup¬ 
tion,  and  the  principle  of  grace,  which  was 
wrought  in  him.  Accordingly,  in  relating 
this  confix,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
he  fpcafcs  of  two  Contrary  principles.  in  foch 
a  manner  as  to  difttagrifr  his  renewed  fetf 
from  Jin,  that  dwelt  in  him,  and  pafooafius 
jut  and  grace*  under  the  character  of  two  I % 
as  though  they  were  two  different  perfons  in 
him,  (ver  One  of  thefe  he  calls, 

the  few  of  ft*  in  bit  members,  the  fiefo,  and 
the  fin  that  dwelt  in  trim;  and  the  other,  bit 
wind*  the  law  of  hit  tmnd*  and  the  inner  man* 
(ver,  is,  a  1,  a },  *  j  *)  And  the  firongtfi  ex- 
preflicHia  he  ufos  to  Jet  forth  the  power  of  the 
linful  principle,  fnch  as  his  being  fold  under 
fin*  brought  into  eaplirity  to  the  lav?  of  hit  mem¬ 
bers,  and  firvix g  the  /to  of  fin  with  ihefiefo* 
(ver,  14,  *  j,  *50  w  by  inconftjl* 

ent  with  a  regenerate  Gate,  if  we  oonfidcr 
them  (which  the  turn  of  his  cvprtJTions  inti- 
mates  we  Jh*ub1}  as  ickting,  not  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  oourfe  of  his  life,  but  only  to  Jbmc  par* 
ticnlar  afls,  and  to  a  fort  of  involuntary  fob- 
jeftioD,  on  fome  occafiont,  and  at  fame  cer¬ 
tain  Jealous,  through  the  lading  or  willing  of 
the  flefti  againft  the  (pint,  which  he  Sfo* 
sW  reprefents  co  be  the  tafe  in  true  belie¬ 
vers  thcmfchres,  (GaL  v.  17.)  But  the  high 
things  he  me  tit  ions  of  his  habitually  tBfillrut- 
itg  lied  bitting  the  evil  whiib  he  did*  bifctrmch 
that  it  ww  not  fo  properly  he  hlmfolf  that  did 
it*  fat  fin  that  dwelt  w  &m;  and  0/  his  a>n- 
fem&ng  to  the  /ov  that  if  is  good,  deftghting  in  it 
after  the  inner  man,  and  frrving  it  with  the 
ztoeidt  fo  that  he  himfetf  forvei  if,  his  tinder- 
ftandtng,  will,  and  afie&iom,  every  faculty 
of  his  foul,  wet?  fit  with  a  holy  bids  to* 
wants  it,  (ver*  i$t  id,  17*  as,  *j.)  All 
this  is  much  more  than  on  be  juftty  ftiilof 
any  on  regenerate  hud  whaifoever,  wHoft 
judgment  and  cofifcictcc  draw  one  way, 
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while  his  wiE  and  aflefttons  draw  another,  in 
his  coflri&f  with  Jin ;  but  the  approbation  of 
hts  mind,  the  content  of  hk  will,  and  the 
delight  of  his  affcAbiu  are  never  babitoaUr 
and  mmtedfy  fet  for  that  which  is  good ;  Nor 
do  the  apoftk’s  groaning*  under  the  body  tif 
fin,  and  for  deliverance  from  it,  togrthcr  with 
Ms  thankful  confidence  of  dehverutice  theeagh 
Jefos  Chrifi ,  (ver*  14, 15.)  agree  to  any,  hue 
thofe  tbit  have  the  grfee  of  God  in  truths 
We  may  add  to  all  this  what  tome,  though 
not  obfenred*  as  far  as  I  find,  by  any  expn- 
fitors,  U  a  decilWe  evidence,  that  ia  thris 
verfot  the  apofllc  /peaks  of  liimfcif  as  rrge* 
iterate*  w.  that  the  fiyU  he  here  ufi*  is  en¬ 
tirely  different  from  that  la  which  hh  /peaks 
of  unregeatmc  men,  in  the  foregoing  and 
following  context.  There  he  represents 
them,  as  obeying  fin  ia  the  lafis  there*/,  as  field¬ 
ing  thenrfilvfs for  vault  to  obey  if,  and  their  mem¬ 
bers  ns  fervants  to  mcUattreft  and  to  hiqn iff, 
(chap,  vit  iit  rj,  id,  19.)  as  being  in  th 
fie  fit,  when  the -median  j  rf  fins ,  which  were  h 
toe  lawr  war  ted  in  their  members  to  bring  forth 
fomt  onto  death*  (chap*  vii.  ;*)  as  bemg  after 
the  fiejhf  and  carnally  minded ;  and  as  mind¬ 
ing  the  things  0/  the  fieft,  and  walking  after  the 
ftp*  and  having  foch  rmi ty  agdnfi  Gtd*  that 
they  neither  were,  nor  canid  be  fotbjefl  to  iir 
law,  «  plcfife  him,  (chap,  viil-  5,— ^  )  Bot 
ootlilug  oi  this  kind  occurs  in  the  account  he 
here  gives  of  hitnfelf.  V *rt  therefore  any  one 
attcntivdy  and  impartially  read  and  com¬ 
pare  the  feveral  parts  of  thefe  dupters;  and 
then  judge,  whether  there  be  sot  many  of 
the  terns,  under  which  the  apoAle  fpeaks  of 
hicnfelf  trtphjs  chapter,  from  f he  14th  vtrfe 
to  the  cody^at  cut  never  be  reronriled  to 
hii  own  description  of  an  unregeneratc  mm, 
id  thofe  other  paJTaget ;  and  whether  they 
may  not  be  all  fairly  reconciled  to  the  oppo* 
file  dcicripltons  which  he  there  intermingle 
of  believers,  zt  yielding  thtmfilvts  to  Gadr  4>J 
obeying  foam  the  heart  that  farm  of  doftrivr 
urteViT was  delivered  t*>  ,h<m7  as  !>cir.^: fftrltowi- 
ly  minded,  amt  mrrding  the  Vwgi  of  tfo  Spirit* 
and  wtfftjnjf  after  the fforir*  and  the  Ukc,  it* 
the  n>oft  prevaiHna  bent  of  their  hearts, 
gencratcourfc  of 


Ch.  ▼». 


i;  For  that 
which  I  do  I  aU 
not  :  for 
trtistl  would  that 
do  l  not j  but 
whu  l  hare  tba 
do  U 


ttf  If  then  I 
Jo  thit  ahkh  1 
would  not,  I  con* 
jcnt  unto  the 
Izir,  that  \t  ii 

(IK*!* 


17  No*  tlitn, 
it  is  no  more  £ 
tbit  do  tt,  but  fin 
thu  dwtlktb  in 

AC* 


iS  Fori  know 
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Vot*  m.u 


Tbi  Eplfik  to  tie  Romans  parapbrafeL  433 

fail  of  my  fir  ft  father  and  covenant*  head,  and  by  my 
own  former  confent ;  the  effect  of  which  I  (till  feel*  at 
times,  with  fad  regret. 

15  Fori  am  now  far  from  allowing  myfdf  in  any  of 
the  violations  of  God's  law,  which,  through  infirmity, 
temptation  and  furprife,  I  fomerimes  may  be  guilty  o£ 
in  thought,  word,  or  deed ;  my  fettled  judgment  and 
purpofe,  and  all  the  difplic^ncy  of  my  font  are  again  It 
them  ;  and  I  never  go  into  them  with  deliberate  choice  : 
For  the  duties,  that  I  propofe  to  myfelf,  in  the  govern¬ 
ing  views  of  life,  and  fain  would  be  found  in  the  con¬ 
stant  practice  of,  I  too  often,  through  inadvertence, 
Sloth,  and  indolence,  am  prone  to  nrglcft,  and  do  not 
perform,  in  fo  fpirituai  and  perfect  a  manner,  as  I  fin- 
cerely  delire  to  do  $  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  fins, 
that  1  habitually  and  deter  min  at  dy  have  the  utmofl  ab¬ 
horrence  of,  and,  at  times,  my  warmeft  indignation  is 
raifed  again  ft,  I,  at  other  times,  to  my  great  grief  and 
humbling  before  God,  am  infcnfibly  drawn  imo. 

16  If  then  wharfoever  I  do,  that  is  contrary  to  the 
holy  law  of  God,  is  what  I  have  a  fupreme  and  fettled 
averfion  to,  and  my  mind  and  will  are  habitually  turn¬ 
ed  againftj  this  evidently  fhews  me  to  be  To  far  renew¬ 
ed,  as  that  I,  in  my  very  heart,  am  at  full  agreement 
withthelaw,  and,  like  David >  {Pfai+  cxix.  128.)  ejUeiT^ 
all  its  precepts,  in  whatever  it  commands,  or  for¬ 
bids,  concerning  all  things  to  be  right ;  and  thatC^w^1) 
I  give  my  vote  for  ir,  and  thoroughly  approve  of  it,  as 
a  mod  excellent  rule  of  righteoufhefs,  which  requires 
nothing  but  what  is  altogether  worthy  of  God  to  en¬ 
join,  and  fit  and  good  for  me  to  obferve,  in  every  in* 
Stance  whatfoever. 

17  Now  the  plain  and  natural  inference  from  this  is, 
that,  through  the  change  which  divine  grace  has  made 
in  me,  it  is  no  longer  my  whole  Self ;  much  lefs  is  it 
my  renewed  judgment,  will,  and  affections,  which  are 
now  moft  properly  my  feifj  nor  is  it  Still  I,  (** 

as  a  willing  and  approving  agent,  that  at  any  time  tranf- 
grefs  the  law,  either  by  fins  ofomiiliun,  or  of  com  mil¬ 
lion  ;  bur  every  thing  of  this  kind  is  the  fruit  of  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  nature,  which  I  difavow ;  and  which,  liki 
the  Canaanites  in  the  land  of  Jfrael,  (jVuiTib*  xxxiiL  55,} 
Still  dwells  in  me,  contrary  to  my  own  will,  and  h,  ac 
times,  exceeding  troubldome,  and  too  hard  for  me. 

18  For  1  know,  by  fad  experience,  that  in  me  (my 
meaning  is,  that  in  my  corrupt  nature,  as  confidertd  in 
itfejf,  or  fo  far  forth,  as  u  (liil  remains  not  fully  fub- 
dued}  no  fpiritually  good  thing  has  any  piste  or  reft* 

f  E  *  icncej 
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dence»  all  that  1  have  of  this  fort  proceeds  from  that 
hettet  principle,  which  I  received  by  renewing  grace : 
For  under  the  influence  of  this  grace,  my  will  is  fo  en~ 
tirely  fet  towards  all  goodnefs  and  holinefs,  that  its  main 
bias  Hands  ready  tor  it,  and  makes  it  the  matter  of  its 
fired  purpofe  and  choice:  Hut,  alas!  there  are  times 
ami  leafons,  when,  through  the  power  of  remaining  cor* 
ruption,  and  concurring  temptations,  and  for  want  of  a 
due  prefence  of  mind,  and  lively  exercifc  of  faith,  1  do 
not  find  a  vigorous  aftiviiy  in  my  foul,  to  execute  my 
beft  resolutions  for  performing  holy  duties,  and  doing 
good,  at  leafl  not  in  that  fpiritual  manner,  and  to  that 
degree  of  eminence,  as  I  lincercly  defire  to  do. 

19  For  though  I  am,  through  mercy,  kept  from  grots 
fins,  and  am  helped,  in  the  general  courfe  of  my  conduct, 
to  have  an  unfeigned  r  efpt£t  to  atl  God’s  commands ; 
yet,  as  I  laid  before,  {ver.  15,  16. }  l  do  not,  in  fa&, 
perform  ail  the  good,  by  an  univerfal  conformity  and 
obedience  to  the  law,  which  I  aim  at,  labour  after,  and 
fhould  be  gUd  continually  to  abound  in  :  But  in  many 
things  I ft  ill  offend^  [Jam,  tii.  2.)  and  too  frequently  fall 
into  fuch  fins  of  infirmity,  in  unguarded  moments,  as  I 
am  really  averfe  to,  and  would  by  no  means  indulge, 

20  Now  if,  as  is  the  truth  of  my  cafe,  I  fometimes, 
in  f-t&t  do  fuch  evil  things,  as  the  full  bent  and  incli¬ 
nation  of  my  will  is,  upon  judgment  and  deliberation, 
habitually  fet  sgainft,  I  muft  infill  upon  it,  to  the  glory 
of  God’s  grace  in  me  ;  to  the  reputation  of  his  law,  as 
holy,  juft*  and  good;  and  to  the  reproach  of  fin,  as  it 
is  an  unreafonsbfe  violation  of  that  faulrlcfs  and  excel¬ 
lent  rule  of  liglueoufnefs,  that  it  is  not  flili,  as  it  for¬ 
merly  was,  I  myfelf,  that  knowingly  and  willingly  do 
the  abominable  things  which  God  hates ;  buc  it  is  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  unnatural  force  I  am  fometimes  under  from 
the  workings  of  that  principle  of  fin  which  I  muff  own, 
to  the  humbling  of  my  foul  before  God,  fliil  remains 
in  me,  and  is  not  oppofed,  watched,  prayed  and  labour¬ 
ed  again#,  fo  much  as  it  ought  to  be  by  me;  fo  that 
were  I  to  lay,  that  I  have  n&ftrtj  I  fhould  deceive  myfelf ? 
and  the  truth  mould  not  he  in  me,  {John  i*  8.) 

21  I  therefore  (*f«)  find,  by  woful  experience  *,  an 
evil  pi  in ci pie  Hill  working  io  me,  which,  though  it  be 

in 


N  o  T  fi. 

*  By  this  fo-j*  the  apoflle  Gems  to  moan  by  powerful  motives,  fuch  as  the  fenfttive 
the  corrupt  principle'  which  inclines  c*»  all  wards  or  pimiftuntnts  of  complying*  pr  na 
cvrt,  in  oppolitimi  to  the  Uvr  r>i‘  God,  and  to  cum  plying  i*ith  it ;  and  Co  Operat-s,  Eftrj* 
a  principle  of  grace  in  the  lit-'i? :  and  which  the  r*ia:uict:  of  a  tawj  hi  Its  influence  to  ihc 
may  be  trailed  a  /ju\  hccatuc  i:  prescribes  doing  cXeviL 
ontraiy  ruin  of  candnetj  atyd  enforces  them 
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I  would  do  food 
nit  u  prc&Bt 
with  Me* 


11  For  I  dfr 
E|h!  in  the  law 
of  Cm),  after  the 
inward  man. 


in  a  crucified  ftate,  rhac  it  may  be  ileftroyed,  [chap*  vi* 
<$.}  yet  irfometimes  fo  far  revives,  and  exerts  kfclf,  like 
a  lav,  by  fuggefting  (inful  things,  and  propoGng  fuch 
allurements  of  fenfitive  eafe,  plcafure,  and  wordiy  ad* 
vantages,'  to  draw  me  into  its  vile  defign  1  and  by  ftart- 
ing  fuch  difcouragertients  from  persecution,  reproaches 
and  unbelieving  jealoulies  about  tb^ excellence  and  rea¬ 
lity  of  fpiritual  and  invifible  things,  to  deter  me  from 
forfaiting  and  quieting  its  evil  ways,  and  from  refolute- 
ly  purQiwig  religious  fent interns  and  practices ;  that  wheel 
1  fain  would  be  doing  that  which  is  pleating  in  the  fight 
of  God,  and  conformable  to  bis  holy  lav,  indwelling 
fin  is  fo  near  me,  (  “■'■  ■*«**'}  that  fome  bad  motion 

top  often  prefects  itfelf  immediately,  to  oppofe  and  hin¬ 
der  my  acting  up  to,  and  accompliftiing  the  unfeigned 
and  earned  defirc  of  my  heart;  and  leads  me  into  ons 
or  another  tranfgreflion  unawares. 

22  Fori  can  truly  fay,  that  I  have  the  great  eft  com¬ 
placency,  and  the  noblellfatisfa&ion,  in  all  the  pure  and 
fpiritual  precepts  of  God's  law,  as  right  and  good,  and 
as  what  1  take  the  higbeft  pleafute  in  obeying,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  prevailing  fenfe  of  all  the  powers  of  my  foul  f, 
and  fo  far  as  they  are  renewed, 

23  But 


NOTE, 


f  This  ph  raft,  the  hner  n run,  I  think  w 
fauad  in  none  of  the  titered  writing  but  in 
thole  of  oar  apoftlc  ;  and  is  uftd  but  twice 
mn  in  ali  the  New  Tcfbitncnt.  Once  in 
jtf,  where  he  fpeaks  of  the  ixvwrd 
wit’s  h'tjtg  rwnrtd  day  by  dny%  and  again,  in 
£>£.  iii,  td,  where  he  preys* that  the  Ephtfb- 
might  be  firengtbcntd  with  might  fo  the 
fpiris  U  the  inner  matt.  Aod  in  both  theft 
pf-ices  it  has  a  manifeft  reference  10  hefievern ; 
kiwi  fticiti?  to  point  to  us,  not  only  to  the  re- 
ae  wings  and.  Itrengtliciiiiigs  of  their  mil  ids* 
and  all  the  in  moil  powers  of  thdr  foil*,  but 
Iftcwife  t»  the  further  advancement  oi  that 
tood  work  which  was  already  begun  in  them, 
at  they  were  before  fuppoftd  to  be  regenera¬ 
ted  by  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  ib,  though  the 
iv?r  mm  primarily  fijriiifwtf  the /W,  tt,  in 
the  apoflVt  uCc  of  it,  takes  la  alio  the  idea 
of  1  resawed  foul,  aiul  uiifwcr$..io  what  he, 
it  other  tunes,  calls  the  nne  mant  {Eph*  lv. 
14,  ami  CeA  ill,  (o«)  And  what  is  this? 
but  die  eflefl  of  Clod's  gracious  covcnant- 
pvTnife  to  his  people,  that  he  would  j>:*t  b:s 
IjTiii  ix  their  inward  parted  and  i&riii  it  ut  their 
foiirtu  [Jcr.  jcxsi,  jj.)  TiV  hen  therefore  the 
tp-iilte  fptaksol  hts  delighting  in  the  law  vf 
G'd  after  the  hner  msn,  it  intimates,  that 
the  inmort  btm  and  bias  of  ids  heart  was  tet 
fouardb  it,  wlii<h  is  the  chamber  of  true  folic- 
who  arc  abundantly  defatted  in  the 
i  ^iirtUy  astbofe  tbit  feptthe  law  ef  C?dy  and 

£ 


delight  ia  hit  cmmatjdwvli  *  Whereas  the  iiu 
ward  parti  of  an  regenerate  finnm  arc  repre* 
ftoted  to  h c  fitfi  afwitktdtitjs,,  Piah  v.  p.  and 
IMf  xi*  39*;  and,  in  our  apofcic*>  dcicrip- 
tion,  he  tells  us.  The  ctinwf  mhJ  h  cw/t  a- 
gw#/}  <jW  ;  fir  it  is  act  jkhtd  its  She  hw  cf 
Gvd>  neither  inured  r  an  fot  ( viii*  ?♦  Sec 
the  note  on  ver.  14.  of  this  chapter.}  Uut 
how  is  it  portible  that  this  Jhatdd  oonfill  with 
deftghftKg  in  the  iw  (*?Jt  after  the  inner 
man  T  It  is  indeed  fjid  oi  Hr  re*/,  that  he  heard 
Jofm  the  Baptift  ghdiyt  {Sfiatk  vL  at?*}  aiul 
6T  the  Jews,  that  they  reined  fir  a  fiapn  in 
his  and  heard  Cnriit  giaMy,  {jAn  y.  3?, 
and'M.'irJ  jtii,  37.)  And  it  is  iaid  of  lomc 
temporary  believers,  that  they  hard  the  word? 
andansrt  atiih  fiy  received  fJ,  (:Vf  alii.  aiii.  10.) 
But  all  this  is  to  be  underftood  of  a  delight 
in  fbtnc  find  ncvsT  or  pie* fug  ;:£jrgst  wiiicii 
they  appL-ehendcd  were  brcufjnt  to  them ;  bus 
not"  of  a  delight  in  the  m9rtt£  hsv*  z$  At/r, 
jnj}%  and  ga  d :  And  ev'en  this  delight 
only  from  fome  preftnt  fojierfci^l  itirrings 
their  atlccfumS,  whii'li  Were  ilnick  u  lih  plea- 
fare,  at  the  hearing  of  what  they  took  to  be 
agreeable  &  tlicir  intereftv  of  oac  kind  or 
uiW3  wliilc  the  go^crimig  umptr  ut  I  heir 
hearts  lay  agaiTitl  all  that  is  truly  holy,  and 
Jpirituiliy  ;  audio  it  could  not  be*  cull¬ 
ed,  with  any  pr  pricty,  their  delighting  in  ifo 
ifur  ihe  Inner  ffida,  ot  ia  iMff 
very  heiirt  ^id  i 
<  * 
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aj  But  I  fee 

anther  law  in  my 
member;  waning 
agiintt  the  law  of 
jny  mind,  a«J 
brin£iii£  me  into 
captiv'uy  to  the 
law  id  liti  which 
is  in  my  mem¬ 
ber*. 


*4  0  wretched 
man  that  1  am  ! 
who  Ihxll  deliver 
me  from  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  till*  death  ? 


ay  T  thank 
Cod,  through  je* 

*  ius 


23  But,  jIvis !  is  I  am  (till  in  an  imperfect  date,  af* 
ter  all  my  attainments  in  Chriitianhy,  1  find,  by  la¬ 
mentable  experience  *>  a  remaining  principle  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  which  has  a  powerful  influence,  like  a  law  in  my 
fenfitive  paflions  ami  appetites,  and  which,  like  &  bodyt 
confifting  of  many  parts,  exerts  itfelf  chiefly  m,  and  by 
the  members  of  the  natural  body ;  and  wages  war  againft 
the  holy  and  approved  light  and  propen  lions  of  my  judg¬ 
ment  and  will,  which  like  a  fuperior  law  written  in  my 
heart,  has  the  more  ftated  predominancy  in  me ;  and 
yet  fometimeS  when  1  am  left  to  myfelf,  and  am  under 
the  power  of  temptation,  that  finful  principle  prevails 
fo  far,  as  ro  draw  me  afide,  and  make  me  an  unwilling 
Captive,  at  fuch  fcafons  f,  to  that  law  of  fin,  which  as 
1  faid  but  now,  chiefly  operates  in,  and  by  the  members 
of  my  body, 

24  This  is  a  deplorable  ennfideration ;  it  is  my  heaviefl 
burden,  and  colb  me  many  a  groan,  in  my  ferrous  re¬ 
flections  upon  it.  O  vile  and  miferable  man  that  I  am, 
as  in  myfelf  confidered,  on  this  account !  Who  (hail  fet 
me  free  from  this  body  of  fin  which  I  (till  carry  a- 
bout  with  me,  and  from  its  dre-idful  coiilequences,  which 
deferves  and  tends  to  death  and  ruin,  and  will  continue 
to  wort  in  me  as  long  as  I  dwell  in  mortal  flefl),  and 
which,  unlefs  1  were  fome  way  delivered  from  it,  would 
certainly  iifue  in  my  evsrlafting  defti uclion  ?  While  I 
look  into  myfelf,  and  into  the  holy  law  of  God ;  and  ob- 
ferve  how  contrary  the  workings  of  corruption  in  me  are 
to  its  ftri£f  requirements,  I  am  -under  the  greateft  dif- 
couragement,  and  have  indeed  the  highclt  rcafou  to  dc- 
fpair  of  falvation  by  any  works  of  my  own. 

25  But,  bleir.:d  be  God,  l  am  already  delivered  by 
his  free  favour  g,  and  the  operation  of  his  grace  in  me, 

from 


NOTES 


4  The  apofHc  having  in  this  and  the  pre¬ 
ceding  chapter  reprefeuUtl  the  irruption  of 
nanre,  uoikr  the  figure  of  the  otd  ubjh,  ibt 
/-n  ?  of  Jin  t  and  the  here  fpeaks  *>f  its 
ertetfs  in  various  forms  by  mean*  of  the  Ikj- 
dy*  f'.nd  KnjLiiT  dfzftiims,  and  of  tempta¬ 
tion  arihnj  from  thence,  a*  the  (mu  of  his 
Mi1  in  opjTolition  to  the  tew  thjjh,  or 
thf1'  fpiritual  principle  of  grace  and  hoUnds, 
wLidi  fuh  fitted,  and  ruled  with  full  ojiiijut, 
in  his  fotd ;  Bud  is  litre  called  the  tardi  of  kit 
rtdtuL 

i  Though  this  great  apoftle  was  emhitnt 
in  grace  Mid  lioUod^  and  was  rtouhtkts, 
con' ::iuady  improving  in  them  ;  yet,  fevend 
ye  ir  i^scr  thi*,  he  freely  owned,  (  PltLiW  ji.  ) 
tti^t  *e  had  Met  a treaJj  affined  r  nor  -uas  ah 
rt+ij  ftrjttt  1  which  inuaiuc*,  that  his  vic¬ 


tories  over  Gn,  and  his  advancements  in 
taith,  love,  and  obedience,  were  unptrfaU, 
or  not,  even  then,  fo  complete  as  he  wif  li¬ 
ed  for,  and  aimed  at. 

J  By  the  boJv  of  fas  deaths  or  this  My  of 
deaths  the  apefile  might  mean,  cither  the  boh 
of  fin%  which  tended  to  death  ;  or  his  fltfhfp 
body^  which  became  mortal  by  reafoir  of  fin, 
(chap-  vui»  (o.J  and  in  which  original  vw- 
ruptbti  was  io  infcru<nFtrii,  that,  like  iha 
fretting  leprofy  under  the  law,  ( Levitt  xiv. 
44*4f0  it  could  neter  he  perfeflly  purg'd 
ont,  till  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  ulicrnarlc 
itfelf  fboutd  lie  pulled  down, 

||  .Several  Greek  and  fcveral  verfions 

of  good  credit  read,  tbc  grace  of  God%  f 
Tit  in  Head  of  1  thank  G*dy  r* 

Gi«0  Vwl  Mill  is  frc.  AixLat  Xht  a- 

poilie 
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fas  Chrift  our 
J^rH.  So  (ben, 
vith  the  mind  I 
niriVif  ftw  the 
bw  of  God  i  but 
with  ?he  flelh  the 
hw  of  fin. 


from  the  guilt  and  dominion  of  fin  \  and  hare  well 
grounded  bopvs  of  complete  deliverance,  in  ennfeqnence 
thereof,  at  the  diiTolution  of  this  mortal  framf,  from  dll 
its  workings  and  remainders  in  me,  through  the  obedi¬ 
ence,  fufferings,  and  advocacy  of  Jcfus  Ohrid,  my  Lord, 
and  yours,  who  believe  in  him  So  then,  to  Turn  up  all 
In  a  few  wards,  in  my  fetttad  judgment  and  choice,  as 
I  am  renewed  by  grace,  I  myt'clf  with  mil  ap¬ 

probation,  refolutiotr,  and  content,  devote  the  whole 
man  to  God,  and  yield  an  unfeigned,  and  unreferved 
obedience  to  his  law,  as  his  willing  ferrant  without  ob* 
je£Uii|f  againft  any  part  of  it;  But  Fo  far,  and  to  far  on¬ 
ly,  as  there  are  ftiil  uifiillowed  workings  of  corruption 
in  me,  I  fometimes  am  thereby  brought  under  the  power 
of  propenfions  to  fin,  and  into  an  unwilling  fervitude  to 
its  abominable  imerefts  ami  demands* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  excellent  is  the  moral  law,  as  the  rule  of  obedience  !  In  this  view  of  it, 
it  »s  unchangeable  am!  eve  Haltingly  binding,  and  is  fit  and  worthy  to  be  fo  :  Km* 
it  isal!  holy,  juft,  and  good,  and  reaches  to  the  thoughts  of  rhe  heart,  as  wilt 
R*  to  the  anions  of  the  life  ;  It  dilcovers  and  AriAly  forbids  every  fin,  and 
funds  dear  of  all  charges  of  defeat,  or  of  being  the  caufe  of  tin,  or  death,  tho* 
the  corruption  of  human  nature  takes  occafion,  from  its  purity  ae.d  ftriftneft, 
to  rife  up  with  the  greater  rebellion  agatnfl  it*  But  how  mnidtronHy  iniquitous 
is  this;  and  how  impetuous  are  the  workings  of  fm,  in  thofc  that  arc  ft: augers 
to  renewing  ^race  !  Jt  is  utterly  impatient  of  reftraint ;  but  brings  the  tnitfrref- 
ibr  under  a  righteous  fentence  of  condemnation  and  death  ;  and  js  fo  abomi  'abiy 
evil,  that  no  words  can  fo  well  paint  out  its  proper  deformity,  as  to  c:dl  it  r+v- 
Ci't'ding  fittfuL  How  different  are  the  Turners  thoughts  of  fits  own  (title  G.kI- 
wnrd  before,  and  after  he  beholds  hirofdf  in  the  glais  of  the  law  !  He  i.*  alive  in 
his  own  conceit  without  the  law;  overlooks  his  own  defers  and  provocili.-ns, 
especially  heart  fins;  and  is  full  of  himfrlf,  and  frarlds  of  the  wrath  of  God; 
Hut  when  the  commandment  comes  to  his  coiifcience,  m  the  light  and  power  of 
the  Spirit,  all  his  vain  confidences  die  within  him  ;  He  then  fees  hmifdf  to  be 
guilty  and  Iaw*cuiuienim*d,  and  to  be  liable  to,  and  deferring  of  eternal  death, 
and  utterly  incapable  of  being  juArfied  by  any  righteoufnefs  of  his  own.  Ae.d, 
O  htiw  happy  is  it  not  to  be  under  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works  !  It  was 
indeed  ordained  for  life,  in  cafe  of  perfect  obedience  to  it;  but  it  is  impofli- 
blcibrus,  in  our  fallen  date,  to  perform  the  right  counters  it  requires,  as  the 
condition  of  life;  and  yet  it  is  exceeding  firift  and  unyielding  in  its  demands,  and 
terribly  rigorous  in  its  curie  for  every  difobedicncc*  But  they,  that  believe  m 
Jcfus,  are  as  dead  to  this  covenant  as  if  they  had  never  been  under  it ;  and  are 
as  much  delivered  from  it  as  a  wife  u  from  the  law  of  her  <k\id  Imfinn.l.  AnA 
as  a  woman  may  marry  another  man  without  inclining  the  guilt  of  aduiicry,  af¬ 
ter,  though  not  before,  her  firft  huJband  is  dead  :  So  God,  by  the  c*m  dilution 
of  the  new  covenant,  has  cfpoufed  belie  vers  to  Chrift,  not  to  acquit  them  of 
their  natural  obligations  to  the  law  of  tin  ir  crratHiti,  but  r<>  fue  them  from  it  a 
curfe  for  their  t ran fgivffioiis  of  it  ;  and  to  engage  and  enable  them,  by  vittoc 
derived  from  tiicir  fccnnd  living  htdbaml,  to  briny;  forth  fruits  of  holindk  to  the 
praifeand  gloryof  Gotl,  that  they  may  ferve  him  in  newisefs  of  the  Spirit,  and  not 

in 

N  O  T  K. 

n^doiitacdlyhad  hU  eye  iipnit^rdfr,  as  forty  qu^flion;  the  $r<*rf  or  firwr 
frritis  of  lij*  relief  and  tape*  in  oppnfi-  Uod  iruft  iit\  at  lea  ft,  injuded  in  h:s  detail, 
1:>yi  Ut  *hat  be  excreted  fmra  :he  la*-;  u-hr;s  h*;  1  t hank  Gs^,  J .-*:*£ 

iiui  ih'^fe  word*  ire  a  duett  anlW  to  du;  CbrUi  m  Lwt. 
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in  the  way  of  merely  external  performances*  Biit,  alas  !  How  great  U  the  re* 
mat  11  tier  of  corruption  in  Gorins  own  people  !  They  arc  ftill  in  fome  degree  car¬ 
nal  ;  and  nre  too  often,  though  not  with  their  foil  confemt  and  approbation,  car¬ 
ried  into  bondage  and  captivity  to  fin  ;  and,  fo  far  n&  they  are  unrenewed,  no 
f!ood  thirty  dwells  in  them :  For  when  they  are  left  to  thcmfdves,  and  are  under 
the  power  of  temptation,  they  do  not  find  fuch  a  readings  to  perform  good 
duties  as  they  ought,  and  would  :  but  are,  at  times,  betrayed  into  the  com- 
millions  of  fins  which  they  hate  and  difidtoiv  of:  and  into  the  ovniflicn  of  duties 
which  they  would  fain  be  conftantly  praitiling:  And  even  when  good  defiresand 
pur  pofrs  are  in  their  minds,  they  arc  Join  clones  troubled  with  the  counter- 
actings  of  evil  thoughts,  which  hinder  their  0 cad y  and  etfefttial  purfuits,  and 
executions  of  their  noblcft  defigns  for  God  and  religion,  O  how  dircfHy  con¬ 
trary  is  all  this  to  the  fettled  principles  and  dtfpotitions  of  thrir  holy  fouls ! 
Their  in  molt,  habitual,  and  moft  governing  fenfe  and  inclinations  are  entirely 
on  the  fide  of  God’s  holy  law,  which  they  heartily  confent  to,  approve  of,  and 
rlclight  in,  as  every  wav  right  and  fit ‘  fo  that  they  can  truly  fay,  (t  is  not  they 
themfrlves,  as  ChriftiariH  aud  renewed,  but  the  remainder  of  indwelling  fin,  that 
ii  the  tpring  of  it;  that  th'y  themfelves,  utlh  their  whole  folds,  fu  ice  rely  fervethr 
law  of  God,  and  would  gladly  do  it  hi  every  inHance  whatfoever  !  and  that  it  sa 
only  fo  far  forth  as  they  arc  nnrcntuTd,  that  they  at  any  time  a£t  a  contrary  part, 
under  a  fort  of  force,  in  fervirg  the  law  of  fin.  IJuthow  difhrlfingare  thefe  work¬ 
ings  of  l'tn  in  them  !  They  arc  the  grcatelt  burthen  of  their  fives*  and  coft  them 
many  a  fijh  and  groan:  and  make  them  earnefHy  long  and  pray  for  deliverance. 
And  how  reviving  are  the  hapC3  of  relief  in  Chrift  agamtl  this  worft  of  evils,  and 
thiy  grcntelt  l'orrow  of  their  hearts  !  Were  it  not  fov  this,  they  would  think 
themfvlves  watched  loan  overwhelm  hi£*  Rut  O  how  fiipportlng and  comfort* 
ing  is  the  thought  of  that  freedom,  which  they  already  have  from  the  guilt  and 
icign  of  (in,  through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jl-Tim  Chrift;  and  of  that  entire  sod  ever- 
lifting  deliverance  which  they  ihall  conftqiuajtly  have  from  a} 3  remainders  of  it 
hereafter!  Bldt  ed  he  God  for  Jcfus  Cinilt,  and  for  this  hope  of  a  perfeft  and 
fittlefs  Hate  through  him* 


CHAP.  VIII* 


The  ttpojlle  Jets  forth  th{  freedom  of  believers  from  condemnation^  and 
their  real  eharaEfer*  hy  vshhk  they  may  he  dijiinguijbed  from  ali  o- 
then,  8.  Their  privilege*  as  having  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl*  as 
their  principle  of  life*  their  guide  and  v>it suffer*  and  in  being  the 
children  of  God*  and  heirs  of  glory*  p, — 17,  The  comfort  of  their 
hopeful prefpefts  under  all  p  re fent  tribulations ,  18, — 25.  Their  af 
ftjlance  from  the  Spirit  in  prayer*  26*  27.  Their  interejl  in  the  love 
of  Gad*  as  the  original  fpriag  of  all  their  bleffngs*  28,-30.  And 
their  triumph*  through  Cbrijl*  over  ail  the  enemies  of  their  falvation* 
3  *>—39* 


■^tfA^there-  P-AKAPHR4SE* 

■*  7ore  Hour  no  S*^CE  therefore  *,  as  1  have  (hewn  at  large,  (chap, 
coo-  ^  Hi-  21 .  &c.  and  chap,  iv.  v.  vL)  and  but  now  espref- 
fed  my  joy  in  it,  (chap.  vii.  24.)  the  grace  of  God,  thro* 

Jefus 


w  0 

*  The  particle  {*£«)  tbf refers  plainly 
Hws  thsi  thi*  is  an  inference  from  lbn.iet.hing 
that  had  hver\  laid  before;  and  tL  ilwns  to  he 
waft  hnAivdiatriy  frum  the  Lift  vn&  of  tbs 


T  E. 

ftventh  chapter,  where  the  apoftle  tb&ih  Gut 

fir  (i?hv<rt}xtt,  Ihrwgh  fifci  Cbr:j ?,  frooi  the 
guilt  and  reigning  powtr  of  fint  But  as 
that  thought  \\ns  founded  upon  bis  main  ar- 

gum  tut. 
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(^dtiniutiDa  la 
than  which  *re. 
Ia  Cfirift  Jefui, 
wh'iwj)k  not  af' 
ter  the  flelh,  hoi 
dtrrihe  Spirit. 


t  F«r  the  law 


if  the  Spirit  of 
life, 


Has  thrift,  detiviTs  nil  mie  believers  from  the  guilt 
and  dominion  of  fin  j  in  order  to  bis  treeing  rhein,  in 
due  time,  from  all  remainders  of  it*  Wc  may  hcncc  af* 
furcdly  conclude,  that  there  is  now  at  prefcm,  even  in 
this  imperfect  world,  no  fentence  of  law  condemnation 
Handing  out  ag^iuft  them,  that  are  vitally  united  to 
Chrift,  and  become  members  of  bis  myftical  body, 
through  filth  in  him:  They  may  humbly  rejoice  in  'his, 
that  being  thus  in  Chrid,  as  their  head  and  hufband,  the 
curie  of  the  law  is  actually  reverted  on  his  account,  as 
to  them*  who,  though  attended  with  many  bewailed 
and  con dern liable  infirmities, are  diHinguifiied  from  mere 
profcflbrs,  by  their  acting,  in  the  general  and  govern* 
ing  courfe  of  their  lives  and  convention,  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  dictates  and  inclinations  of  corrupt  nature, 
for  gratifying  the  flefli;  but  according  to  the  wntren 
word,  which  was  indited  by  the  Spirit ;  as  alio  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fpirttuai  principle,  which  was  wrought  in 
them  by  regenerating  grace  %  and  according  to  the  l’ug- 
gelHons,  guidance,  and  a  Alliances  of  the  Spirit  himfeif, 
and  agreeable  to  his  holy  nature  and  will. 

2  For  *  as  the  moral  law  was  in  Chri!l,  the  anointed 
Saviour’s  heart;  and  he,  according  to  covenant-engage¬ 
ments 


HOI’ 

foment,  which  he  had  purfuod  in  the  forc- 
chapters,  alwjut  the  believer’s  being 
ii.it  iiied  freely  by  God’s  crcwe,  through  faith, 
the  rightcouineft  of  Cnrift,  and  being  cit- 
i'.'Adtl  on  that  principle  to  Eve  to  God,  ue 
i=:  iv  carry  tax  view  lwick,  not  only  to  the  ini- 
mediately  preceding  ver:V,  hut  tikewi'e  to  hU 
wtalc  dheourJe  on  thofi;  heads,  asihcpto- 
j?;fcc$  Irusn  which  he  drew  this  conch:  ft  on* 

•  As  the  apolfle  in  this  verft,  ar.d  this 
only  from  the  burnming  to  the  end  of  the 
rtup'cr,  alter*  his  flile,  and  fpeaksu^aii;  in 
tkefirf  perfit:  fitttxter,  as  ho  had  all  along  in 
r*:c  litter  part  o?  the  preceding  chapter;  he 
Ctims  hue  ro  refer  luck  In  the  thinks  he  had 
olijrnl  to  God,  through  Jcfus  Chill,  for  » .;t 
drisvt*mtict  jnwt  tJ*  body  cj  death  y  in.  the  chte 
trf  rhzt  cHieotirfevIvor.  *4.)  Rut  rtmvigr  the 
v-rious  inlcrp  rotations  J  have  met  Kith,  of 
flits  phrafe,  The  hv>  of  ibt  Jpbrti  of  ftfe  ia 
Chnf  it  is  difficult  iuliy  to  adjull  any 

rrnc  of  them  to  the  direct  icupe  of  the  apoi- 
liv's  argument  in  this  and  the  two  following 
verfes,  which  evidently  w,  to  fit  j>  port  Jos  at- 
fertion,  (*er.  1.)  that  thereto  c?t *  no  tuvdeai- 
r*4?iiv;  ft  them  tb-Jt  a re  ia  Chrijt  Jefta*  It  may 
po'fihly  five  fomer  light  to  the  pallagi-  bekJ.e 
i:i*  i;  wc  currlidcr,  that  by  iLe  lav*,  to  the 
j  file's  Uilc,  is  often  mum.  tit  wirku  and 
f-v  fltf'-iMzfoefi  of  the  fazr  pcriornred  bobedi- 
caLLU/it,  Thi:>  ti>c  tev>)  and  tw  ri&hustf- 


E  $. 

riffi  of  tie  iavrt  arc  with  him  trrrr^  of  much 
tlufiittic  import,  in  the  two  ^  \\  wi  l-h,  t  ^r. 
3,  4.)  anti  i<>  are  httpirg  th<  h*a\  imd 
the  rigbteoirfisef}  oj  the  Lra*y  ;_chup.  Lh  il, 

ffur  the  tew  of  ajtd 

ilckint?  r^hlormfiiUS  hv  t*  £  *j  ti  e 

(chap.  \k*  Jt,  3»-)  ynJ  Jh-'lng  by  the 

/air,  and  ju/nfed  by  the  de<d>t  r;r  r;  ihr 
of  the  /fiw,  (chap.  ili.  1  o.  and  Gw  A  ii.  i  &, 
coi'ni^iivd  with  Citfw  hi.  1 1,  a»'d  v,  4*)  A^- 

oudiug  to  thU  fvoii;  of  the  word,  the  Lv  rf 
the  fp*rit  of  ft  ft  11;  Ch"  'V  ffis*  n^nilivs  hi* 
obedience  lo  the  I*ni>  vj::&  zm  h;  bit  <■'-<>'  /, 

{PfiLxL* f,)  wliirli  obaVUriCo  h^,  \x>  man, 
was  fit  1  td  ftw,  alTilKrl  in,  and  turned  tnrun^h 
by  the  iJ\dy  opirit ,  bv  whine  innnvdLic  opc- 
nfbn  bo»i:in  rut^rj  was  that  hdy  ira:^ 
\:  b;ch  vtfs  born  t,f  the  ■ t .-the  i.  jj.)  uiut 

by  wh*jfc  anointing  mtwJuic,  our  L  jrI 

V^(  flh'if  .'Vfff  (y/r  >  s..  |H+.  :.tu\  w/W- 

itd  hintfelf  Tltifb&ui  fpot  i?  GiJ,  \y. _  14.) 

A  nd  h  t'  in  a  y  he  calhxi  / -V  $f:t  it  f .  ;  e  i  1 :  L  *r*  J 
br+a  s-'<p,  by  his  hd.it  agency  with  is.e 

Father  and  .‘^n,  vhe  body  nfChnll  \ki-s  r_i- 
ft  *!  tV*«4::  ihe  deed  t'»  iniin  *rr;;l  licet  uim  Ik- 
I'aiuc  ht  a  <|uickeui:!g  fpiuttn  :i*l  t Lai /.re 
in  Chrlt,  ':nd  wili  r*\W  their  timual  h^itks 
1  *t  cUi na!  1::l\  as  it  in  t»nr 

vei\  jo,  m  .  NVv* ,  1  tioi^h  the  L  u*  Ini  :1  jp 
krn  of,  iti'iv.  ;k  Iiavo  th  i'c  i-jiV'  iMtL:  L  ' 

the  ci^n^K^eiwut  hti^oc it  lliv  Father  wu\ 
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life,  sn  Oinfl  Jc* 
fus  hath  frudc 
me  frtc  Frmi  the 
htf  of  fin  and 
death* 


merits  with  the  Father,  on  behalf  of  his  people,  com¬ 
pletely  facisfied  it,  by  his  obedience  and  (offerings  in 
their  room  and  (lead,  under  the  conduct  and  alCilance 
of  that  Divine  Spirit,  who  is  life  itielf,  and  is  an  anima¬ 
ting  principle  wherever  he  dwells,  anil  worttd  power¬ 
fully  in  the  human  nature  of  Chrift,  to  invigorate  him 
in  the  whole  of  his  mediatorial  performances  on  earth, 
and  then  railed  him  from  the  dead ;  the  righteoufnefs 
of  the  law,  which  Chrifl  thus  fulfilled,  being  made  over 
through  faith,  by  the  gracious  conlHtutton  of  the  gof* 
pel,  which  is  efhbHflied  in  him,  and  becomes  effectual, 
through  the  quickening  influences  of  his  Spirit,  hasdiC- 
charged  me  from  the  condemning  power  of  fin,  which 
rendered  me  obnoxious  to  eternal  death ;  and  in  confe* 
q  lie  nee  thereof,  it  has  delivered  me  from  the  dominion 
of  every  iniquity:  and,  at  the  diffolution  of  this  mortal 
frame,  will  entirely  rid  me  of  all  the  workings  and  in¬ 
dwellings  of  corruption,  which  1  groan  under,  while  I 
am  here  in  the  body.  And  this  happy  privilege  is  not 
peculiar  to  me,  as  an  apofilc  $  but  equally  belongs  to  all 
of  us  that  believe. 

3  For  as  the  law,  under  the  form  of  a  covenant  of 
works,  made  perfeft  obedience  the  condition  of  life,  and 
verb  through  the  pronounced  a  curfe  for  every  fin;  it  was  impofiible  that 
any  tranfgreflbr  Arnold  ever  be  juflified,  or  acquitted 
from  condemnation,  by  its  tenor,  or  by  its  own  fulfil¬ 
ling  the  righteoufnefs  it  requires  :  But  that  which  was 
impoflible  for  the  law  to  do,  (T»  *tvww  r*  •»*«}  not  from 
any  defeat  in  itfelf,  which  is  boly%  and  goody  and 
Hill  the  fame,  as  when  it  was  firffc  ordained  to  life,  (chap, 
vii.  10,  12.)  and  is  as  able  to  juflify  a  finlefs  man  as 
ever*,  but  which  it  could  not  do,  through  the  impedi¬ 
ment,  that  arifes  from  the  corruption  of  nature,  as  this 
has  brought  us  under  guilt,  and  rendered  us  utterly  in- 
fufficient  to  anfwer  its  juft  demands  ;  and  fo  has  made 

us 


3  Forwhaithe 
law  could  not  da. 
In  tint  it  was 


N  O 

Son,  which  was  as  a  law  to  Chrift,  in  his  me* 
dfcstoriai  capacity ;  yet  as  it  may  not  be  very 
«Uy  to  conceive  hew  this  ftiyuld  be  called 
the  fpirit  sf  ft  ft  in  Ctoifl  and  a*  the  en¬ 

gagement,  which  Chrift  came  under  by  the 
law  of  mediation,  was  to  fulfil  the  mar  a  l  taw, 
in  the  room  and  fiend  ofM*  people;  X  would 
rather  underlland  it  uf  the  rnsrst  Jaw,  as  ful¬ 
filled  by  him ;  and  this  makes  the  fenfc  of 
the  term  four  mofl  uniform  in  the  whole  ar¬ 
gument  here,  and  in  the  two  following  verfes; 
and  gives  an  harmonious  view  of  it,  in  all  its 
pacts,  with  full  flrcngth  and  force*  But  if 
fry  the  fait*  of  fhejpinr  of  fife  irt  Chrijl 
ibo’jld  be  meant*  as  fame  have  thought*-  the 


T  Tt+ 

dfipcnfatloo,  or  doArineof  (rate,  as  exhibi¬ 
ted  i*  thegolpcl  \  ax  if,  as  others  apprehend, 
the  /pint  of  hft>  fagnifics  life  itfelf,  according 
to  the  ufe  of  this  phrafc  Id  Rtv*  ad-  n*  and 
ih  the  law  of  the  fpirit  of  hft  in  Cbrift  denotes 
the  powerful  operation  of  thUltfe,  which  is 
fpoken  of  as  a  law  in  him,  in  opposition  to 
the  workings  of  the  law  o  f  JS *tatt4  a&ith  in  m  \ 
both  thefe  fenfes,  as  well  as  that  which  refers 
to  the  law  of  mediation,  may  be  underflood 
in  a  manner  very  confifttnt  v  Lth  what,  if  I 
mKlake  not,  U  pnnrijiaHy  intended  ;  ami 
therefore*  though  1  prefer  i his  as  nuking 
the  argument  moft  of  a  piece,  I  have  not 
wholly  excluded  thofe- 
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ArA.God  fending  u$  incapable  fuhje&s  of  its  abfohring  and  jaftifying  fen- 
the  ^eiwfe v  of  tcncc>  hy  virtue  of  any  thing  found  in  us  :  This  irnpof- 
toi  and  fible  thing  to  the  law,  God,  in  his  infinite  wifdom  and 
fur  tip  condemn-  grace,  has  done  in  another  way,  by  fending  Into  our 
m  in  the  wot\^  hjs  0wn  dear  and  eflential  Son,  (ro*  »«■*  ***)  who 
afluracd  human  nature  into  perfonal  union  with  himfelf  3 
fo  that  he  was  Cod  maniftfted  in  the  fejby  (1  Tim-  in. 
16*)  and  was  truly  made  of  a  womant  and  made  under 
thelawy  (Gal-  iv»  4.)  and  that  in  fuch  a  low  condition*, 
as  carried  a  rcfembtance  of  the  finful  ft  ate  into  which 


4  That  the 
rchtcoufijds  of 
the 


we  were  fallen,  though  he  really  had  no  (in  of  his  own  ; 
And  being  thus  fern  to  do  honour  in  our  nature  to  the 
law,  and  anfwer  the  great  defigns  of  divine  love  to  us, 
God,  by  the  atoning  fucrifice  which  he  offered  f,  ftiew* 
cd  his  juft  and  unyielding  abhorrence  of  fin,  and  both 
paffed  and  executed  a  judicial  fcntence  againft  it,  in 
the  penal  fufferings,  that  Chrift,  as  our  fubftirute,  en¬ 
dured  in  his  crucified  flefh,  when  he  bis  own f elf  bore  our 
Jins  in  his  own  body  on  the  treet  (1  Pet *  ii,  14.)  and  fo 
God  condemned  (in  in  him,  by  infli&tcg  the  punilh- 
ment  due  to  it  upon  him  % 

4  To  the  end  that  (*>“)  the  whole  righteoufnefs  J  de¬ 
manded  by  the  holy  and  broken  law,  in  fuffering  its 

curie. 


NOTES* 


*  Chrift  appeared  nt  hktxefi  of  fin  fa  l 
as  he  wa*  attended  with  all  the  natural 
hinv.n  infirmities  of  infancy  and  wcAncft, 
pi n  and  poverty,  hunger  and  thirft,  mor* 
Liity  and  death*  which  are  the  fruits  of 
!:nt  and  with  rsiternai  upptaraetts  of  de¬ 
pravity  in  his  rircunKifioh,  legal  purifica¬ 
tion,  (ice  the  note  on  Lviciuts.)  baptifm, 
?nd  rrpn>ad\ful  fuflerings  under  the  Kirfe 
or  the  taw* 

t  fur  fia  (mjf  ts  the  very 

phrafe  to  the  fept*Jginrt  by  which  tUc  j\a~cfrr~ 
I4 j,  that  vert  typical  of  the  iacritite  of 
thrift,  wene  ufually  exprefled*  See  ijgrtaE 
minyinElanott  of  this  in  ’Dr  Wmthy  on  the 
place. 

|  Tit  nihttovfiztfs  $f  the  law  evidently 
mcjos  the  nghteoufeicfs  required  by  the  u*cn! 
kv;  as  it  unqucHfinubly  docs,  when  the 
spoil le  (peaks  of  the  Gcntilti  taping  iht  rigk- 
trtapstfttf  thtl&w^  (chap*  ii.  i(,}  which  ii 
the  only  place  befides,  where  thU  phrafc  (to 
ktaKttttt  t*  w*uv)  is  u  fed  The  moral  law 
TTU'ii  liitevife  needs  be  included  at  lead,  whet* 
in  a  kindred  phrifc,  he  fays,  (dwp  x.  y,) 
N'fts  itfinbet  lit  righiaufiteft  wiki  is  of  iht 
/rf-y,  jm  SixxtasvtzT  t*  th  that  the 

*A4u  which  doth  ;fcfc  things  pull  but  hy  them* 
Accordingly  it  ii  here  Jpokcn  of*  as  that  nijh* 
tnjf!!hefs  of  the  law  which  is  nrceflary  ro 
t  r:  Oorn  comb?  nutation;  and  the  fins 


aj^infl  which  were  condemned  in  the  flelh  of 
Ctirifl  *  And  this  n^htcoufreft’s  bet r$  fulfil¬ 
led  in  w,  or  hjt  or  firas^  as  the  prepotit'ott 
(iv)  fometimes  figntfies,  and  is  rendered,  hy 
and  /ar,  Matth.  v,  34.  and  vi  7.  and  Hcb. 
u  s')  feertis  by  the  turn  of  the  expreffton, 
and  t lie  nature  of  the  argument  in  hand,  to 
refer  to  the  righteoothcis  which  was  wrought 
out  by  ChrUi,  as  our  Head  and  Surety,  foe 
us,  and  is  imputed  for  juftification  to  us, 
through  faith  in  him,  as  if  U  had  been 
wrought  out  by  ourfdves,  rather  than  to  & 
righteou  theft  that  is  per  fondly  fulfilled,  or 
filled  up  hy  us,  a\  this  word  (rXkfoSv)  lignu 
fics;  and  it  U  the  fame  word  that  is  Hied  con- 
cernixig  Chrift^s  fuiriUing  tiie  Llw,  (Matih* 
v  17*)  Foe  ai  thebwii  iaidtobe  irttfi 
the  f-*pt  (ver.  3.)  fo  we  cannot  be  properly 
(aid  to  fulfil  the  rigfy&ufitefs  of  the  law  by  our 
own  imperfeff,  though  finrcrc  obedience  to 
ha  precepts ;  much  id's  to  £ivc  fetUfafUMi  to 
it*  threatening*,  both  of  which  go  into  the 
fighmnfncfs  that  a  hrclcn  law  demands :  But 
Chrift  did  the  firfe  of  thefe  for  believers  by 
his  obedience,  and  the  tall  by  Ins  death,  when 
Jitt  {ondtuijicti  In  hh  fiejh*  And  if  we  here 
take  the  prcpfjfitktt  (tv)  to  fi^nify  injle&d  Gf\ 
as  our  grujufttftrhh-s  and  UxlrtgrapLeri  tcU  us 
it  is  iiia^etinces  wild,  ;he  fenfe  will  be.  Out 
the  rhrlhvifnqs  cf  the  taw  f&:jht  he  fis*Jtlfyd  ly 
Chriii  ii-jhsa  of  us,  l!o'**cvcrt  it  would  ho 

dirtfUy 


Ch.  viii. 


442.  The  EptfiU  to  the  Romans  paraphrajed. 


the  k«-  might  he  curfe,  as  veil  as  in  obeying  its  precepts,  might  be  fil- 
*'hu  walk  not  if-  UP  by  oar  public  head  and  reprefentativc,  in  our 
ter  the  fi.-fh,  hat  nature,  and  in  our  room  and  Read ;  and  To  might  he 
after  the  spirit,  deemed,  in  legal  estimation,  to  be  fulfilled  for,  and  by 
thofe  of  us,  who  are  believers,  not  in  the  name  and 
notion  only,  bar  in  fincerity  and  truth ;  or  who,  as  I 
(aid  before,  (ver.  r.)  and  now  repeat  it,  becaufe  of  its 
vaft  importance  to  prevent  felf-decei rings,  have  our 
dated  and  habitual  convention  in  the  world  toward  God 
and  man,  not  according  to  the  principles  of  corrupt  na¬ 
ture,  which  to  our  grief  dill  remain  in  us:  Rut  accord¬ 
ing  to  thofe  higher  and  nobler  principles  that  are  im¬ 
planted  in  our  hearts,  and  are  continually  maintained 
and  aOifled  by  the  Spirit  of  God ;  and  that  are  agreeable 
to  his  mind  and  will,  and  to  the  ruie  which  be  has  given 
us  in  his  infpired  word,  as  alf>  to  the  fettled  ind* nation 
and  temper  of  our  renewed  fouls  :  Thefe,  and  none  but 
thefe,  are  vitally  in  C  hr  iff ;  and  fo  freed  from  condem¬ 
nation  through  him. 

ar/afiw  thriHh*  5  ^of»  whatever  our  profefliort  be,  as  to  thofe  that 
do  mind  the  are  ft  ill  under  the  direction,  power,  and  dominion  of 
things  of  the  corrupt  principle*  ;  they  habitually  confult  am! 

flefli :  but  they  rciifli,  purfue  and  take  nleafurc  in  fuch  worldly,  fen- 
Spirit,  the  things  fual,  and  finful  things,  as  are  agreeable  to  their  carnal 
of  the  Spirit.  and  anrenewed  appetites,  and  may  be  ftyled  the  ‘wki 
of  the  flefbs  (Gal.  v.  {9,}  But  on  the  contrary,  as  to 
thofe  that  are  under  the  guidance,  influence,  and  do¬ 
minion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  of.  the' gracious  principles 
which  he  infufed  into  them  in  their  regeneration  ;  they 
(pfinn)  rhink  of  and  are  addt&ed  to,  contrive  and  relidi, 
follow  after  and  delight  in  thofe  things  that  are  of  a 
fplritual  and  heavenly  nature,  agreeable  to  their  renew¬ 
ed  inclinations,  and  according  to  the  dictates  of  the  di¬ 
vine  Spirit.  And  it  is  plain,  that  not  the  firft,  bur  only 
the  laftjof  thefe  forts  of  perrons  are  united  to  Chrifl,  as 
true  believers,  and  are  the  happy  fubjtcts  of  freedom 
from  condemnation  hy  him; 

6  For 


NOTE. 

dtre&ly  contrary  to  the  whole  defign  of  the  point  w  mod)  as  if  he  had  intended  to  fay, 
apoll  ke't  argument,  to  fuppofe  that  either  o-  that  the  end  of  what  CSriil  did  was,  that 
bedience  were  to  be  performed,  or  fatisfaftion  they  might,  in  their  own  pcrfnM,  fulfil  li  e 
to  be  made  to  the  law  by  believers  rbcmfcltes  righteooinrfs  of  the  law,  as  Car  as  they* 
for  their  jaftificatioo,  or  to  free  them  from  be  ca panic  of  it  in  this  life ;  for  tint  is,  ■« 
condemnation’:  And  yet  he,  at  the  fame  ctfcit,  the  fame  thing  with  -wilting  n  '  .r 
limc,  niiwains  the  fleet  Hi  ry  of  perftwial  o-  the  hut  after  tie  Spirit,  which  the  ipni;!: 
bedience  to  the  moral  bo,  by  h:s  adding,  at  here  make*  to  be  the  iSiftinguiihing  charter 
thedofeof  this  verfe,  and  Infilling  upon  it  of  them  <e  vbom  the  r;fhletafi.iji  t,j  l-e  I :  a1 
in  Several  following  verfcs,  that  this  piivtlege  it  fu'fiiLd,  juft  as  he  had  before  of  trti.ro, 
belongs  only  to  them,  oh  weft  rot  after  tat  vtmnt  litre  it  new  no  teedemuiieii,  00  account 
ftp,  Ja/  after  tfe  Sfiiil,  wiikb  femurs  that  of  t'ttii  &gh£  in  Citriji,  (ter.  1.) 
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i  For  to  be 
minded 
;i  itath ;  but  tn 
Lc  fpiritnaEly 
mauled  »'j  lil'caild 
fact'. 


7  Bennie  the 
pirail  mind  >'j 
enmity  ig?inO 
Gad-  forte  u  not 
fcbject  to  the  taw 
of  God,  neither 
taUed  can  be. 


B  5o  then  they 
ihir  *re  in  rt*c 
tiHhcmnotpkifc 


6  For  to  have  the  prevailing  bent}  bias,  and  delight 
of  the  mind  and  heart  turned  to  fenfua),  worldly,  and 
finful  obje£ts  *,  and  tb  live  and  ad  accordingly,  is,  in 
its  own  nature,  a  fpiritual  death  in  trefpaffes  and  fins, 
which  deferves,  tends  to,  and  perfifted  in,  will  certain¬ 
ly  ifiue  in  eternal  death:  But  to  have  our  roindB  fre¬ 
quently  complacemially,  intently,  and  transform ingly 
employed  about  fpiritoal  things,  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  of  fpiritual  principles,  is  itfelf  a 
fpiritual  life,  which  fills  the  foul  with  the  fweeteft  fe¬ 
rtility  and  peace;  and  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  by 
the  gracious  conltitution  of  the  gofpel,  it  tends  to,  and 
is  the  beginning  and  earned  of,  cverlading  life  and  peace 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  bleffcd  God,  and  will  certainly 
ifiue  in  it.  This  can  never  be  laid  of  any  one  that  is 
in  a  carnal  unregenerate  date : 

7  Becaufe  the  whole  bent  and  difpofition  of  the  car¬ 
nal  heart,  which  is  fet  upon  earthly  things,  as  its  chief 
and  chofen  good,  Hands  in  dire&  oppofition  to  the  blef* 
fed  and  holy  God  ;  to  his  perfections,  authority,  and 
government ;  to  the  revelation  he  has  made  of  his  mind 
and  will;  and  to  a  conformity  to  him,  and  a  fpiritual 
enjoyment  of  him:  It  i*  not  only  difindined  and  averfe 
to  him,  but  is  downright  enmity  itfelf  againft  him,  un¬ 
der  every  con  fi  deration  of  him,,  that  does  not  comport 
with,  but  would  lay  a  rt (train t  upon  its  pride  and  paf- 
fions,  or  its  depraved  temper  and  interefls,  pleafures 
and'deligns,  in  any  initance  whatfoever  :  For  fnch  is  Its 
defperatc  malignity,  and  unyielding  contrariety  to  the 
good  and  holy  law  of  God,  that  it  will  by  no  means  be 
brought  into  a  fuhjettion  to  his  anthority therein,  or  in¬ 
to  a  compliance  with  its  fpiritual  and  righteous  demands; 
ifor  indeed  has  it  any  principles  or  difpofirions  of  its  own, 
that  can  be  turned  that  way;  the  heart  itfelf  muft  be 
changed,  by  renewing  grace,  before  it  can  be  reconci¬ 
led,  or  brought  over  to  God. 

8  So  then,  it  clearly  follows  from  all  this,  that  they 
who  are  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  under  the  power  and  do¬ 
minion  of  carnal  principles,  and  corrupt  aflfe£lions,  atf 
utterly  unable  of  themfelves,  and  while  they  continue 
in  that  (late,  to  do  any  thing  that  is  fpiritually  good, 
and  pleating  in  the  fight  of  God  :  (lee  the  paraphrafeon 
(bap.  vii.  j.J  And  therefore  they  cannot,  in  any  con  (if. 


N  O 

*  T*j  be  ext  natty  ntUifcrf  {to  r  Eg 

is  (lie  fanw  expreffinn  in  the  Gresk 
rut  is  Tfadtrrf  in  the  next  vtrfc  the  e&rnal 
anJ  ihz  coiin/sl*  wiftJon*,  af* 

of  ;lit  the  like ; 


tence 

T  E.^ 

And  To  to  iV  wznM  (ts  fyon rw 

hivrt  a  IcnJeoppufoe  to  thcoibcrj 
iqJ  bwU  thefc  r coml'pwid  to  what 

the  tlitjei  cf 

w.  5- 


•  Ur«  II  N-F  i  IT  hl-blV  I  VV1  P  '  I  J 

ura*  ctttcj,  *ts:ni:vg  cr  Jrrtt&ztring  th 
-tiJ  thi i-'i  ys  th  SrirJs 
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9  Em  ye  arc 
not  hi  the  flelh* 
bm  in  the  Spirit* 
if  fo  he  that  the. 
Spirit  o f  God 
dwell  in  you*  Now 
if  any  mao  have 
net  the  Spirit  of 
Chi-Ht,  he  is  aone 
of  hit* 


to  AndifChnft 
be  in  yon*  the  bo¬ 
dy  if  dead,  be¬ 
cause  of  bo;  but 
the  Spirit  it  tire, 
becaufe 


tence  with  his  holy  nature  and  will,  and  with  the  ho* 
nour  of  his  law  and  government*,  be  fo  in  Chrill,  as  to 
be  difeharged  from  the  condemning  fentence  of  the  law, 
and  accepted  of  God  to  eternal  life. 

9  But  1  am  perfnaded  better  things  of  you*  brethren* 
though  1  thus  (peak,  (Heh,  vi.  9.) :  Ye  are  not  under  the 
dominion  of  corrupt  nature,  though  there  be  lamented 
and  oppofed  remainders  of  it  dill  with  you:  But  ye  arc 
under  the  prevalent  guidance  and  government  of  the 
Holy  Spirit*  and  of  a  fpi ritual  and  gracious  principle* 
which  he  has  wrought  in  you  ;  becaufe  he  has  takrn  up 
an  abiding  refidence  in  you,  as  in  his  temple*  by  way 
of  fpecial  t elation,  and  peculiar  mamfeftation  and  in* 
fiuence  * ;  and  it  is  undoubtedly  true*  that  ye  are  re* 
generated  and  ruled  by  this  Divine  Spirit*  in  cafe  he  thus 
really  dwells  in  you,  as  1  trull  he  doth  But  (-h)  if,  af¬ 
ter  ail*  there  Ihould  be  any  of  you,  that  is  not  partaker 
of  the  renewing  and  fanftifying  operations  of  the  Holy 
Ghofl,  who  is  as  properly  the  Spirit  of  the  Son  f>  as  of 
the  Father,  I  mull  be  fo  faithful  as  to  tell  you  plainly, 
that*  be  fuch  a  performs  pretences  what  they  will,  he  is 
not  united  to  Chrill*  as  a  member  of  his  myftical  hotly, 
through  faith  in  him ;  he  is  not  a  child  in  his  family  by 
adoption  and  the  new  birth;  he  is  not  a  fubject  of  his 
kingdom  by  the  conquefts  of  his  grace ;  nor  has  he  any 
claim  to  bis  care  of  him,  as  his  prope  rty  and  charge  for 
eternal  falvation ;  and,  if  he  lives  and  dies  in  his  pre- 
fent  condition,  Chrill  will  not  own  Him  for  hiit  norad* 
judge  him  to  eternal  life,  as  fuch,  at  the  lift  day. 

10  On  the  contrary,  If  Chrill  by  his  Spirit  has  taken 
up  his  abode  in  you,  as  in  thofe  that  arc  united  to  him ; 
your  bodies  indeed  are  Hill  mortal,  and  will  certainly 
die,  as  well  as  other  mens,  by  reafon  of  the  firlt  frani- 
greflion,  which  has  fubjc£Ud  all  mankind  to  corporal 
death  according  to  the  fentence  which  God  pronounced 
upon  them  in  rfdam%  their  publick  head,  {Gen.  iii.  19.); 
and  becaufe  of  the  remainder  of  fin  which  Hill  abides  in 
you,  and  prevents  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  fentence* 
which  relates  merely  to  temporal  death*  till  in  a  finlcfs 
date,  mortality  (hall  be  fwallowed  up  of  life ;  Never* 

thelcfs, 


.  N.  0 
*  The  paniw,  (mrrf)  if  fo  ltt  might 

liaw  teen  jaftly  rendered,  becaufe  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  God  dwell*  in  you;  and  lb  may  be 
conhdemt  rather  a*  a  noie  of  tvnfdtxtc  than 
of  doubt t  concerning  the  Spirit  of  God** 
dwelling  in  them*  whom  the  apoftle  had 
fptfhe  of,  (chap,  i  t,  El  ]  u  btliwtrSj  that 
were  btbvtd  tf  God,  and  called  to  be  jdttiu 
l?ce  fitadratalfrt  fiord  r*a$fc$t  voh  ii*  p  103, 
However*  I  have  taken  in  both  icnfti. 


T  E  S. 

f  The  Spirit  of  Codt  and  ffcr  Spirit  if  ChrifK 
are  here  vied  proniifcuoufl^  as  ierm*  u*  die 
fame  import*  to  intimate',  ituu  Chrill,  as 
well  a*  :hc  Father,  is  Go<l,  and  thM  iiic 
Holy  Spirit  as  cflemiaily  belong*  to,  a;<d 
sit  inseparable  from  the  Son,  as  jrom  (he  l7;i‘ 
tier  himfelf;  Uk  being  much  the  tjmt 
of  the  one,  a$  of  the  other  of  thtdc  dtYU-e 
pcridJU* 


CL  vtii. 

rigtamilBclSp 


ii  Bat  if  the 
Spin*  of  him  thit 
r* fcA  up  Jefu* 
fciim  the  dad 

<hdl  in  yon;  he 
chj  ratted  up 
Chrift  From  the 
dzn\  Xhall  xlib 
ijD/icea  yoin  mo  r* 
uj  Udict,  by  hie 
Sp'iit  that  duell¬ 
ed!  in  you* 


ii  There  Fore, 
litrtiLTTTiv  we  are 

debpns,  not  to 
ik  ikfti,  to  live 
after  ibe  fleih. 
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tfaeleis,  your  fouls  are  already  made  fpi  ritually  alive,  and 
{hail  live  in  glory  and  bidfedntfs  for  ever,  on  account 
of  the  righteoofnefs  of  Chrift;  becaufe  it  19  wrought  out 
for  you,  and  imputed  to  you,  to  deliver  you  from  con¬ 
demnation,  and  from  the  fecoml  death;  and  by  means 
of  that  principle  of  true  holioefs,  which  is  implanted  in 
you  to  enable  yon  to  live  to  God  here,  and  to  make  yon 
meet  for  tbe  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  hereafter. 

11  And  (*•)  as  to  your  bodies  themfelvea,  they  lha.ll 
not  always  lye  in  the  rotting  grave,  as  though  death 
-were  to  have  an  everlafting  dominion  over  them,  and  ic 
were  never  to  he  turned  into  a  bleSing  to  them,  which 
are  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  in  union  with 
Chrift :  No,  if  the  eternal  Spirit  of  God  the  Father, 
who  by  his  almighty  agency,  and  in  concurrence  with 
him,  railed  up  the  dead  body  of  Jefus,  tbe  Saviour,  from 
ihe  fepulchre  * ;  if  this  Divine  Spirit  dwells  in  you  by 
peculiar  relation,  and  by  quickening  and  fanftifying  o- 
pe ration ;  he  who  railed  up  the  anointed  head  of  the 
church,  as  their  reprefenntive,  and  as  the  jirft-fruitt  of 
them  that  fleep  in  him,  {1  Cor.  xv.  so,)  will  as  certain¬ 
ly,  in  conformity  to  Chrift’s  refurreftion,  and  in  virtue 
thereof,  raife  your  dead  bodies  from  the  grave,  at  'the 
Jaft  day,  to  a  glorious  and  immortal  life,  by  the  fame 
omnipotent  energy  of  his  Spirit,  who  has  taken  up  a 
gracious  and  everlafting  abode  in  you;  and  fo  the  rifen 
head  and  all  his  members  {hall  be  completely  glorified 
together  in  the  heavenly  world. 

1  a  Therefore,  rny  dear  brethren  in  Chrift,  as  all  mifi- 
chief  and  ruin  is  owing  to  fin,  and  all  the  good  we  have, 
and  hope  for,  is  conveyed  to  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit;  we 
certainly  can  be  under  no  obligation  to  tbe  law  of  fin, 
which  is  in  our  members,  nor  have  any  reafonable  in¬ 
ducement  to  follow  its  pernicious  motions,  or  yield  o- 
bedience  to  its  unrighteous  demands;  For  what  fruit 
had  ye  in  thofe  things  whereof  ye  are  now  ajhamed  ?  The 
end  of  thofe  things,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  is  deatht 
{chap.  vi.  a  1.)  But  we  are  under  the  higheft  obligr.iuns 
to  the  good  Spirit  of  God ;  and  have  the  ftrcmgcit  mo¬ 
tives  to  live  anfwerable  to  his  holy. dictates. 

13  For 

T  E. 

dead;  as  maybe  fairly  concluded,  becaufe 
the  Kifirfcfljon  of  Chrift  And  of  believers  is 
font  dimes  aferibed  w  God  the  Father,  t  Cor* 
vi.  14*  At  others  to  Oirttt  hinrcfclf,  John  ii.  ip, 
11,  Ami  v.  *3, 10*  vi.  40,  and  At  others 
to  the  Holy  Giioft,  as  here,  and  t  Per  Jii* 
it),  And  that  qzkhni/tg  our  mortel  h&fi  is 
meant  of  railing  thm  to  ctcnui  life*  fee  X>r 
iFSitij  uu  the  place* 


N  O 

*  Tlie  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  art  here 
diflifcgmlhcd  from  each  other  by  per  jo  mei  cha* 
rafhrs:  And  though  Chrift  is  fpoken  of,  10 
hts  human  nuure,  as  railed  from  tbe  dead; 
yet  he,  in  bis  original  nature,  and  the  Hedy 
Spirit,  as  well  as  the  Father,  are  diviut  per- 
KHti,  uodixidH  in  eftcuce  and  operation,  ind 
eictihg  one  anti  rhe  tame  power  of  the  God* 
with  joiot  copeuircDCe  if  talfutg  the 
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1 3  For  Iff*  live 

after  the  ffcfta  ye 
bill  db :  but  tf 
ye  through  the 
Spirit  do  mortify 
the  deeds  of  the 
body,  ye 
live. 


13  For  if  any  of  you,  contrary  to  your  Chrtftian 
chara&er  and  profeflion,  and  to  my  dofire  and  hopes 
concerning  you,  Ihould  yield  yourfelves  up  to  the  fug¬ 
ged  ions  of  corrupt  nature,  for  fulfilling  the  luds  of  the 
fleflt ;  the  Cure  and  fad  efFcQ  will  be,  according  to  God’s 
righteous  threatening  in  his  law,  and  your  own  juft  de¬ 
merit,  that  whatever  be  your  notions,  pretences,  and 
external  privileges,  ye  will  be  found  to  hare  no  real  in- 
tereft  in  Chriit,  and  fo  will  fall  fliort  of  eternal  life,  and 
perifh  tn,  and  for  your  iniquities,  and  have  your  part  in 
the  fake  that  burns  with  fire  and  brimfione,  which  is  the 
fecond  death,  {Rev*  xxi.  8.)  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  as 
true  believers  in  Qhrift,  that  are  yitally  united  to  him, 
ye,  by  tbe  gracious  aids  and  a di dances  of  bis  Spirit,  re¬ 
dd,  fubdue  and  crucify  thofe  corrupt  affections,  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  practices,  that  make  up  the  body  of  Gn,  and 
chiefly  vent  thetnfelves  by,  and  confift  in  gratifications 
of  tbe  flefb  ;  if,  1  fay,  ye  maintain  your  holy  oppofi- 
tion  to  them,  till  at  length  they  expire,  in  conformity 
to  your  crucified  Lord,  and  by  virtue  derived  from  him, 
as  he  died  for  your  fins ;  ye,  according  to  tbe  gracious 
fcttlement  of  the  gofpel,  on  his  account,  Hull  live  with 
him,  foul  and  body,  in  manfions  of  all  delight  for  ever. 

14  For  whoever  they  be,  that  are  conducted,  jifli lied, 
and  governed  by  the  light  and  influence  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  in  their  minds,  wills,  and  affe&ions,  way  and 
walk  j  they,  and  they  only  are  the  Tons  of  God  by  adop¬ 
tion,  which  gives  them  their  title  to  everlafling  life  •, 
and  by  a  new  birth,  in  which  they  are  made  partakers 
of  an  immortal  and  divine  nature,  in  refembl-jnce  of 
their  heavenly  Father,  that  they  may  live  to  him  here, 
and  with  him  hereafter.  And  as  many  of  you  as  are 
thuskd.br  the  Spirit,  may  be  well  allured  of  yourfonlhtp: 

1 5  For  *,  under  the  gofpel-ilare,  ye  have  not  recei¬ 
ved  tbe  Holy  Spirit,  to  fubje&  your  fouls  again  to  fuch 
thraldom  and  fervile  fear,  as  refulted  from,  and  was 
fuitedtothe  darltnefs  and  terror  of  the  legal  difpenfation, 
{Gal.  ir.  3,  24,  25.  and  Heb.  ii.  15.)  and  as  filled  the 
minds  of  Gentile  believers  before  they  were  converted ; 
or  as  worked  in  your  own  conferences,  when  he  fir  ft 
convinced  you  of  fin,  and  awakened  your  fears  of  the 
wrath  of  God,  as  denounced  in  his  law,  on  its  account: 
But  acccording  to  the  light,  liberty  and  joy  of  the  New 
Teftament-difpenfation,  ye  have  been  made  partakers  of 
the  Spirit,  in  thofe  fweet  and  emboldening  operations, 

which 

N  O  T  S. 

*  Theft  voids  >t*  brought  in,  not  only  u  thereby  they,  that  receive  tbe  Sphit 

that  they*  vbc  arc  fad  by  the  Spirit  of  of  adoption;  nuy  to  bcfU- 

GfJj  arc  the  fans  if  God;  but  lift  *3  au  irvi- 


t4  For  as  ma¬ 
ny  as  are  ted  by 
ihe  Spirit  of  God 
they  are  the  ions 
of  God, 


<f  Foryehavc 
not  received  the 
Jptrit  of  hondage 
again  to  for;  but 
ye  bare  received 
the 
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the  S  riirfe  a  fadop- 
(iu'f  whereby  wc 
cry,  Abba,  Father. 


iG  The  Spirit 
it:  elf  bureth 

whncLs  with  our 
ip:rfc,  tlm  wears 
thx  children  of 
God, 


t*  And  if  chil¬ 
dren,  then  hdr*  ; 
heirs  of  Cod,  and 
jrx]nt~hdrs  with 
Chnft  :  if  fo  \)t 
(hat  wefidTerwh 
&wt 


which  arc  peculiar  to  the  children  of  God,  produce  filial 
difpofitions  towards  him  ;  and  by  which  we  *}  who  arp 
led  into  the  full  liberty  of  the  gofpd,  whether  we  be 
Jews  or  Gentiles,  put  in  our  humble  claim  of  fpecial  re* 
ktion  to  God,  and  arc  enabled  to  addrefa  him  in  our 
prayers  with  affection*  fervour,  and  importunity,  and 
with  holy  reverence,  confidence,  and  freedom,  as  our 
Father,  in  like  manner  as  Chiift  himfelf  did,  when  he 
laid  Abba,)  which  fignifics  Father*  ( Mark  xiv*  36,) 

16  In  this  pouring  out  our  fouls  to  God,  with  an  af- 
furance  of  faith  in  him,  through  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  our 
Father,  the  Divine  Spirit  himfelf  %$  by  working  thefe 
gracious  difpofinons  in  us,  and  by  Alining  upon  his  own 
work  with  dear  and  diftinguifhmg  light,  to  ftiew  113  that 
he  is  indeed  the  author  of  it,  by  means  of,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  woid,  bears  an  evident  teftknony,  and  gives 
our  own  fouls  a  fatiefadory  aflurance,  and  fo  concursor 
joins  with  our  own  fpirits  in  witncAing,  that  we  are 
really  brought  into  a  covenant-relation  to  God,  as  his 
children,  by  adopting  and  regenerating  grace* 

17  And  as  furcly  as  we  arc,  in  fuch  a  peculiar  fenfe* 
the  children  of  our  reconciled  God  and  Father,  we,  by 
right  of  fon&ip,  are  entitled  to  a  rich  and  glorious  in* 
herkance,  anfwerabls  to  rhe  high  dignity  and  relation, 
to  which  he  has  advanced  us :  We  then  are  heirs  of  the 
great  God  himfelf,  that  all  he  is  and  has  may  be  ouv 
portion,  to  be  employed  for  our  benefit,  or  enjoyed  by 
ua;  and  we  are  herein  co-heirs,  not  indeed  in  an  equa¬ 
lity,  but  in  our  order  and  meafure,  as  inheritors  by 
grace,  together  with  Chrift  himfelf,  our  elder  brother, 
and  in  his  right,  who  is  by  nature  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  and  fo  is  the  original  heir  of  all ;  andwhoconde- 
feended  to  be  made  of  a  woman,  and  made  under  the  law, 
to  redeem  them  which  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might 
receive  the  adoption  of  font)  {Cal,  iv.  4, 5*)  He  hasbrought 
us  into  this  near  and  happy  relation  to  his  Father  and 
our  Father,  {John  xx.  17.)  with  whom  he  now  Jives  in 
all  his  glory  ;  and  has  given  us  an  heir  At  ip  with  himfelf. 


NOTES. 

*  Abba  is  a  word  of  l bat  Hdrtw  diaWl  that  believing  Jews  and  Gntilts  have  a  like 
*hith  was  commonly  ufed  in  the  apottJc’s  imereti  in,  and  pif  a  like  regard,  in  their 
and  fiflni(ic(  Accordingly  it  fervent  to  God,  u  ihcir  Father* 

va*  pronounced  in  that  by  our  Vid*  ET///1  Fed,  p.  4^4. 

I^rd  in  Ms  agony,  Mark  xiv.  3C,  and  l he  j  Tit  Spirit  is  here  Jpeken  of  a*  4  divine 
evangeiift,  writing  in  Crctk,  very  probably  prrfat  who  in  a  free,  intelligent,  aod  an- 
give  the  iiWerptet-iMon  it-  But  aj  tfce  a-  thorittlivt  wanner,  bcem&iftstjs  with  ear  ffa 
pottle  bad  no  fucb  ncc*Gtm  of  uf:ng  this  tils  ;  and  God  5s  laid  (©know  the  Hifadtf  the 
jvrrr  in  a  di  ft  rent  Lugn^yv*  his  here  men-  Spirit  t  wbc  /takes  retmefikn  fa  faints, 
lion  in  ^  it,  and  givieg-Je?  Si*nilk:.tb»n  in  (ver.  *7*)  A:vl  therefore  IhU  pa  ;Tage  might 
Gt.  :/  and  At  Uw  fa  vs  t.-'ue  changing  ihc  be  rend- red,  Thi  Spirit  tUMseLf  bean 
f.rftti  from  *e  to  w,  way  pofllbiy  intl-Rate,  rritetft. 
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Km,  that  that  we  might  have  a  glorious  refurre&ion  to  eternal  life 

**  *|^r  8!or,®c^  by  him,  and  together  with  him,  who  is  the  firfi-born, 
together.  from  the  dead,  that  in  alt  things  he  might  have  the  pre¬ 

eminence;  {CqL  i.  ttf.)}  and  if,  as  is  to  be  expected  in  this 
finful  and  uncertain  world,  we  fuffer  and  endure  the 
greateft  trials  and  perfections  even  to  death  for  his 
fate,  and  in  conformity  to  him  who  calls  us  to  them, 
aod  will  (land  by  us  in  them,  and  carry  us  through 
them ;  it  is  ajfo  ordered,  deGgned,  and  over-ruled  to 
this  happy  end,  that  we  maybe  alfo  conformable  to  him 
in  his  joys  and  triumphs,  and  may  reign  with  him, 
(a  Tim.  it.  12.)  in  his  immediate  prefence,  and  by  de¬ 
rivation  from  him,  whofe  glory,  reflected  upon  us,  will 
make  ns  exceeding  glorious  ;  and  who  will  then  pu¬ 
blicly  own  us  for  his  brethren,  and  give  us  a  rich  and 
everlafting  amends  for  all  our  fufferings  with  faith  and 
patience,  after  his  example,  and  for  his  fake, 
ts  For  Irak-  jg  For  having  carefully  examined  and  balanced  ac- 
fflinm*1  of '  this  counts,  and  that  under  divine  and  infallible  dirediou, 
prefer*  time  art  I  compute,  (myiC#/™}  and  am  thoroughly  fatisGed,  that 
not  worthy  la  *r  aU  the  atHi&ions  of  every  kind,  that  can  pofliblc  befal 
glory  which  fall  as  ‘n  l^c  body,  while  we  are  palling  through  this  pre- 
to  mealed  in  ut.  feat  tranfitory  life,  and  are  exerctfed  with  the  foreft  tri¬ 
bulations  in  thefe  perilous  days  of  perfecution  and  re¬ 
proach  $  all  thefe,  put  together,  are  fo  Ihort,  lighr,  and 
trivial,  that  they  do  not  deferve  to  be  once  mentioned, 
as  acounterpoilc  $  or  to  be  brought  into  the  lead  com¬ 
panion,  in  ao  eftimate  of  lofs  and  gain,  or  of  merit 
and  reward,  with  the  exceeding  and  eternal  'weight  of 
glory,  (1  Cor.  iv.  17.)  which  (hall  be  clearly  imimettcd 
to  us,  and  in  us,  before  the  whole  world  of  angels  and 
men,  at  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrivt,  when  he  who  is 
our  life  flail  appear ,  and  we  flail  appear  with  him  in 
glory 5  and  when  he  fballconu  to  be  glorified  in  his  faints , 
and  admired  in  all  them  that  believe,  (to/,  iti.  4.  and 
2  The/,  i.  10,) 

oJt  cxpeOatiba  *9  f°  iHuftrious,  important,  and  delightful  is 
of  the  date  of  things,  which  will  then  be  introduced  *, 

that 


NOTE, 


*  The  vinous  interpretations  that  have 
Wdd  ten  of  rhimad  the  three  following  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  verfe*,  principally  turn  upon 
the  different  fenfeft,  In  which  the  word** 
frrotMrty  and  tbe  vb$U  cr  eaten  y  or 

tvtty  mature  (n»  n  *Wif)  may  be  taken; 
fiune  imderfhndkog  them  of  the  whole  vHibk 
crmtbn  of  thb  lower  world  ;  and  other*  only 
of  mankind  in  general,  or  of  the  Gentile 
world  in  piiticuUr.  In  the  tirfl  of  thefe 
views*  the  apoitU’s  difeomfe  on  thif  head  k 


as  ftrong  ini  noble  a  pnjbftfoa  af  we  any 
where  meet  with,  either  in  feripturt,  oris 
any  other  celebrated  writings  whatever,  In 
the  fecund,  the  exprcJttonj  arc  left  figurative ; 
and  are  to  be  .under food  in  fudi  a  fen'c  ibis 
ftme  way  applicable  to  iAte!Jii>cnt  emtmts* 
(See  Bkfhvuifs  ficred €fo$iat  voL  i.  p.  jSo.j 
And  yet  it  is  no  caiy  matter  to  keep  up 
«ui  application  throughout,  in  full  conhfcffe-yr 
with  the  ftate  of  nun*  kind  in  gniernl,  or  of 
the  Gtniilt  world  la  junkriar,  is  Dr 

mad 
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of  the  crtatdrt 
wauet h  for  the 
n.imfdlukm  of 

il.cJbajo/  God- 


io  For  the  crea¬ 
ture  was  made 
to  ’yanity* 
iwt  willingly,  hot 
by  reafon  of  kim 
who  hath  fiibjcfr- 
ed  tbt  feme  in 
hope : 


that  the  human  race  in  general,  and  the  Gentile  world 
itfelf,  are  earneftly  wifhing,  longing,  and  waiting  for¬ 
th  e  final  happinefcf,  which  they  have  only  iome  con- 
fufed  notions  of  }  but  which  will  certainly  attend  the 
laft  days,  when  the  exalted  dignity  of  the  fons  of  God 
lhall  be  maniftfted  in  all  its  Iuftre,  to  make  them  ap¬ 
pear  like  themfelves  5  and  when  every  one  lhall  fee 
them  pofldTed  of  all  the  grandeur  and  delights  that  be¬ 
long  to  the  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Chrift, 
(vex.  17):  Yea,  fo  exceeding  deferable  is  this  (late,  that, 
me  thinks,  even  the  whole  creation,  which  lyes  under 
the  curfe,  and  is  fo  much  difordered  by  fin  ■,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  brutal  part  of  it,  which  fullers,  and  is  fo 
much  opprefled,  by  the  cruelties  of  men,  lifts  up  its 
head,  and  it  ftretches  forward,  as  looking,  with  eager* 
impatience,  for  the  relieving  advantageous 

alteration  which  Hull  then  he  made  upon  its  whole 
frame,  fuitable  to  the  wonderful  feene  of  liberty,  peace, 
and  magnificence,  that  fhall  then  be  opeued  in  honour 
to  the  children  of  God. 

20  Far  how  much  foever  fin  and  folly,  ficktenefs, 
weaknefs,  miferv,  and  death,  which  well  deferve  the 
name  of  vanity,  have  reigned  over  the  whole  human 
race,  (Job  xi.  12.  Pfat.  lxii.  9.  and  Ixxviii,  33.)  and 
how  greatly  foever  the  heathen  world  has  fallen  into 
vain  fuperitirion  and  idolatry,  (Rom,  t.  21, — 23.)  and 
though  hotb  Jews  and  C cutties  are  liable  to  death,  fo 
that  every  man  walks  in  a  vain  Jbcnvt  and  at  his  hejl  e- 
fliite  ts  altogether  vanity ,  (Pfal.  xxxix.  5,  6.)  ;  yet  they 
were  not  originally  reduced  to  this  wretched  condition 
by  their  own  choice,  or  of  their  own  accord  ;  but  by 
the  fall  of  the  firlt  man,  Ada ra,  their  common  father, 
and  covenant-head  j  and  by  the  judicial  fentencc  of  the 
great  God,  on  account  of  his  fin,  {Gen.  lit.  19.)  as  alfn 
by  the  power,  fubulty,  ami  malice  of  the  devil,  at 
whofe  indication  that  fin  was  committed,  (Gen.  iii.  4, 
&r.)  and  who  thereupon  became  the  god  of  this  u>orhlt 
who  blinds  the  minds  of  them  vihuh  believe  not  ;  and  is 
the  fpirit  that  naw  works  in  the  children  of  dijihedteme^ 

2  Cor. 


n  o  t  E  s; 

mI  and  Dr  1  put  it.  Rut,  a,  i«  is  iwt  called  trt  d:;tre  *f  °’t  wirf«»r ;  ""•!  the  \gt%  * 
cirar  tu  me  ia  uliUh  of  thetc  fcoi-s.  ilii  were  laid  n>  v-iis/ar  f>;i  frv,  (Hag.  ii.  y.  and 
frm  trt„!.rt  ia  on.fl  dirtftly  iuteruLM  in  this  Iii..  x!ii  4  )  And  i:  itttirauci,  the  idi- 
dieouriit,  liiavc  miCMpteil  a  pirapferdethit  e-ty  of  thi'  lia>c  will  l*c  *“  It™-!  a* 10  be  a 
rjy  campon  with  then  ail.  pi-W  obi.  ft  of  il>e  wntoft  ikjtre  of  man- 

t  Tim  expvtta!  L>n  and  --ratting  may  be  a-  kind,  w!.o  tots  Id  not  but  oj^erly  wifh  for  it, 
kr-iinj  even  in  tin-  CeehSu,  ifcai  bad  rw  ex-  up-vi  it.  ‘stint-  revealed  to  them,  wills  a  proi- 
ri-s-it  knowledge  or  belief  of  what  it. is  glo*  |.cet  of  tb/ir  tKaring  in  ii,  as  it  no*  «•  tu 
:ljL-i  thus  w.-;tl  j  be,  mro-h  in  the  fsitie  m.in-  Awi'mI. 

1,  r  a  Cftrill,  bis  iitcafuatkm,  »’»< 

vv  .id.  t  *  f 
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Becaufcthe 
creiture  iiJclf  al- 
fb  fhaU  be  deliver* 
ed  from  the  hon- 
d*gc  of  corrup* 
tKmti0toi be  glo¬ 
rious  liberty  ut 
the  eh-ilditn  of 
Cod. 


11  For  we  know 
that  the  w  hole 
crcttiongToar-crb,, 
and 


(2  Cor.  ir.  4.  and  Eph.  ii.  1.)  And  to  the  like  origin 
are  owing  all  the  religious  diforders  and  confufions 
that  have  fpread  through  the  whole  frame  of  nature, 
which  aie  contrary  to  Us  primitive  principles  and  ten¬ 
dencies,  hut  were  brought  upon  U  by  the  fin  of  man, 
and  by  the  righteous  curfe  of  God  j  a  fpecimen  of  which 
was  given  in  that  which  paired  upon  the  ground  for 
his  fake,  {Gen.  iii.  17,  18.)  and  by  Satan,  the  prince  of 
the  power  cf  the  air,  who  has  ever  lince  helped  it  for¬ 
ward,  by  his  malignant,  though  invifible  agency,  as  in 
the  deftruftion  which  God  fuffered  him  to  bring,  by 
dorms,  upon  Job’s  children  and  cattle,  {Job  i.  127—19.) 

zl  But  this  fad  Date,  in  which  mankind  and  all  crea¬ 
tures  of  this  lower  world  are  involved,  is  not  abfolurely 
defperate  :  They,  according  to  their  refpe&ive  natures, 
are  waiting  like  perfons  in  hope  *,  that  a  time  of  deli¬ 
verance  will  come  to  them.  Thus  the  Gentiles ,  as  well 
as  mankind  in  general,  are  not  without  Tome  wifhiul 
hope,  that  they  (hall  one  day  be  fet  at  liberty  from  their 
fervitude  to  fin  and  Satan,  and  from  the  power  of  death , 
through  fear  of  which  they  have  been  all  their  life-time 
fubjeti  to  bondage,  ( Heb .  ii.  15.)  and  that  fome  time  or 
other  they  (hall  be  brought  into  a  happy  condition,  which 
we,  by  the  gofpci-revelation,  know  to  be  the  inheri¬ 
tance  that  (ball  be  enjoyed,  in  a  glorious  Hate  of  liberty, 
by  all  the  children  of  God:  And,  while  wcoblcrve  the 
prefent  unnarural  fitua'.ion  oftbe  fenfitive  and  inanimate 
parts  of  the  world,  we  Item  to  fpe  them  looking  forward 
in  hope,  that  they  alfo,  at  the  refiitution  of  all  things 
{^£is  iii.  21.)  (hall  be  delivered  from  all  the  opprefiion 
and  confufion,  which,  by  tbe  fm  of  man,  they  have 
been  fitbje&ed  to  ;  and  that  they  (hall  be  reflored  to  tbeir 
primitive  liberty  and  .order,  which,  in  a  vaftly  more  ex¬ 
alted  degree  and  kind,  God’s  own  children  will  be  ad¬ 
vanced  unto,  in  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  where¬ 
in  dwells  right eoufnrfs.  (2  Pet.  iii.  13.) 

2  2  For  we  Chnflntns  very  well  know,  by  observation, 
and  by  the  word  of  God,  that  (w“  *  »«"f)  all  the  hu¬ 
man  race  groan  together,  tike  over-loaded  men,  under 

the 


NOTE. 

*  Iff  ktpt'  as  fome  txpnfittire  obfirve,  clear  and  ofy :  But  it  is  ail  confut'd,  a^d 
ihryuld  be  rcthcr  made  the  of  the  hardly  explicable,  on  fttppofiiiuii,  that  if 

a  (ft,  than  the  cbie  or  the  >oth  verte  A  nd  infers  to  him  vrbo  hosfabje8c(t  the  itetj- 

J  (hnutd  chafe  to  confwkr  all  that  comes  be-  tut*  to  it*  prcfnrt  flat e  of  vanity.  He  who 
tween  the  ’iflth  verft*  and  ie  tape,  as  a  p*-  ha*  done  this,  feme  %  is  the  dtv\I9  others 
itmhcT]«,  to  Ihcw  bow  the  creature  became  Adam*  and  otbera  QoA.  J  take  it  to  he  moll 
fubjed  to  vanity  \  aqd  fo  thu  unifie^oa  direftly  and  immcdkitciy  meant  t»f  Ada™ ; 
Itands  thus  :  Tift  eamtf  txpttist&B  of  tbe  and  yet  u  GodtwU  a  njc/aufj,  and  thedfvii 
trxttarc  vrfi/f  fir  the  ixar.ifejhiv>n  of  the  fins  a  vkM  and  1 yrannitfif  taud  in  it,  1  haw  in- 
of  Cod  m  Hte  (nn)  that  the  creoture  itfiif foil  eluded  them  all* 
olf  be  fkHvend,  &c,  This  ra-stas  the  feufe 


Ch*  till.  Tfe  Spiflle  U  th*  Romans  parapbrafed* 


and  tmaUetb  in 
pain  together  up* 
till  now : 


>3  And  not 
«nLyfjb%  bat  our* 
JcLT«aUi>,  which 
have  the  firft- 
fruits  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  even  onr- 
fclvcs  £iran  *Ith- 
ipourclves,  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  adop* 
tiao,  to  vir,  the 
redemption  of  on  r 
body* 


4$t 

the  burden  of  (in  and  mifery,  and  are  diftrefled,  like 
women  in  jabour,  (ew^Sn  cv^n,}  earneflly  wi thing 
and  longing  for  deliverance,  as  they  have  done  from  the 
fall  of  man  to  this  very  day  ;  Yea,  many  of  the  Gentiles 
are  at  prefent  under  the  pangs  of  the  new  birth,  and 
have  been  fo,  ever  fince  the  gofpel  was  ftrfl  preached  to 
them  :  And  even  the  animals  thcmfelves,  like  creatnres 
opprefled  under  the  burden  of  the  curfe  which  is  laid 
upon  them,  are,  as  it  were,  (till  heaving  and  {haggling 
after  a  happy  deliverance,  not  only  from  their  yoke  of 
femtude,  but  alfo  from  the  cruelties  and  abufes  which 
they  undergo  to  the  diOionour  of  God,  their  Creator, 
and  for  the  gratification  of  the  more  than  brutilh  lulls  of 
thofe  that  tyrannize  over  them,  and  riot  upon  them* 

23  And  there  are  nor  only  among  all  ranks  of  ere** 
tures,  according  to  their  different  kinds,  thefe  fliong 
afplrations  after  a  better  (late,  to  free  them  from  the 
heavy  preffures  that  lye  upon  them  3  but  we  ourfelves 
likewise,  who  have  already  received  the  earn  efts  of 
the  Spirit,  in  his  fa  notifying,  fealing,  and  comforting 
operations  %  which,  like  the  lirft-fruits  of  harveft,  tho* 
incomparatively  fmall,  are  of  the  fame  kind  with  the 
whole,  and  are  pledges,  evidences,  and  fecurities  of  our 
hereafeerenjoying  the  heavenly  inheritance,  {Epb*\,  13, 
14.}:  WeChriftians,  I  fay,  nor  being  yet  arrived  to  that 
high  pitch  of  holinefs  and  bappinefs  which  tve  are 
breathing  after;  even  wc  ourfelves,  notwith  {landing  all 
our  prefent  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  are  exceedingly 
troubled,  and  fccrctly  groan  in  our  own  fpirirs,  under 
an  affecting  and  humbling  fenfe  of  the  body  of  fin,  which 
Hill  remains  with  us,  and  of  all  the  afflictions  and  the 
corporal  death  which  ir  fubjefts  us  to,  {chap*  vii*  23, 
24*)  and  we  wait  with  longing  defire,  and  alfurtd  hope, 
in  and  through  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  for  a  complete 
pofleffion  of  all  the  exalted  privileges  and  Wettings  which 
are  entailed  upon,  and  are  the  fruits  of,  our  adoption 
into  the  family  of  God  ;  and  which  ftrall  be  perfected  in 
the  deliverance  of  opr  mortal  bodies  from  the  power  of 
death,  and  in  their  refurrcclion  toan  immortal  life,  that 
they  may  he  fajhkned  like  unto  CkrtjY  s  gtorioui  body ,  {PUL 

iii* 

T  E- 

4*  not  the  emplormcTlts  not  tltf  enjoyments 
of  hc-LVfiK  Tte  jirji- fruits  tit  Spitxi 

*'  mnft  rather  refer  therefore  to  th?  know-* 
* i  Ljdgt  a i>d  lmlincfst  the  grace*  and  tht* 

14  vhidi  are  more  pfrfcil  aod  jhiwui  in  the 
this  place,  cjjinot  chiefly  fignify  the  £t*h  *'  heavenly  date,  than  they  *rrc  ever  di> 
of  the  iipitit,  fuch  as  the  gifts  of  healing-,  * 1  figned  to  he  here  upon  earth/*  T bt  wfffiS 
or  of  miracles,  nor  the  gifts  of  prophecy,  fa  vyl.  II*  ntij 

preaching  or  praying  btciufc  the fe  arc 

F  f  > 


H  O 

*  "  TheJSr;1-frnUft  fays  the  pious  and  in- 
:  e^oious  Dr  of  any  field,  or  phut, 

1  or  tree,  are  of  the  lame  kind  uidi  the 
full  pTocJufi,  or  the  harveft  :  Therefore  it 
ispbm(  that  lh*  firJl-fruits  of  the  Spirit  in 
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34  For  we  are 
fr'vcrf  1)f  hojic : 
but  hope  thitt  i& 
feen  is  nor  hope! 
far  <vha£  a  man 
fcvih,  why  doth 
Kc  yet  hope  for  ? 


ij  But  rf  ux 
ho^c  for  tbiii  we 
fc£  not,  tl'tH  do 
be  wi'h  patience 
wait  for  it. 


ltf  Lik™fcthe 
BpVil  ulfb  heip- 
cth  our  jr>fufti[- 
lirs:  for  we  know 
nor  what  we 
friOL'ld  prsy  for 

-dS  wv  ov^hi  :  but 
the 


iii.  si.)  and  that  we,  in  our  whole  perfons,  may  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  qll  the  dignity  and  delights  which  (hall  be  re¬ 
vealed  in  us,  as  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  1 vith  CkrijU 
(vzr.  17,  j  8.) 

24  For,  at  prefent,  we  have  not  this  complete  fal ra¬ 
tion  in  actual  poJlcflion,  but  only  in  hope,  and  fure  re- 
verfion,  as  it  is  laid  up,  and  fecured  in  Chrilt  for  us : 
Hat  hope  of  things  that  are  already  enjoyed,  is  not, 
properly  {peaking,  hope,  which  is  a  comfortable  expec¬ 
tation  of  fome future  benefit:  For  what  any  one  has  in 
hand,  and  fees  himfclf  polk  fled  of,  How  can  it  be  faid, 
with  any  propriety,  that  he  ltill  only  hopes  for  it  i  Or 
why  fhould  he  talk  of  hoping  for  what  he  already  has  in 
enjoyment. 

25  But  if  we  do  indeed  hope  for  deliverance  from  all 
that  here  defiles  and  dill  idles  us,  and  fur  fomechi  ng  (till 
better  than  we  yet  enjoy;  we  then,  in  proportion  to 
the  ftrength  and  affurance  of  our  hope,  patiently  endure 
all  prefent  trials  and  afllitlions,  and  rejoice  in  hope  if  the 
glory  of  Gody  (chap.  v.  2,  £tc.) ;  waiting,  in  his  way, 
with  calm  and  humble  refignation,  for  his  time  of  ad¬ 
mitting  us  to  it,  and  with  firm  expectation,  that  it  will 
entirely  diftnit's  us  from  all  the  evils  we  are  here  groan¬ 
ing  under,  and  will  crown  us  with  eveclafting  bldTed- 
nd's  and  honour. 

26  And  a6  this  delightful  hope  encourages  and  fup- 

ports  our  patient  waiting,  under  all  our  prefent  griefs 
ami  burdens  j  fo  the  Holy  Spirit -like  wife  aflifts  and  re- 
litVCS  US,  )  by  h  ;s  concurring  light  anti 

energy*  under  ail  the  impcrfeftbns,  weakneffes,  and 
troubles  of  this  mortal  life  ^  which  would  otherwif;  car¬ 
ry  us  into  unfeafonahic  and  impuiciH  delires  of  deliver¬ 
ance,  before  God*s  time :  For,  by  rcafon  of  remaining 
darknefs}  carnality,  and  perturbation  of  fpi- 

rit,  we  often  misjudge  of  what  may  he  moll  for  God’s 
glory  and  our  own  good;  and  fo,  as  to  the  matter  of 
prayer,  we  arc,  of  oujfdves,  at  a  lofs,  in  many  dreum* 
(lances,  to  know  what  petitions  are  btll  for  us  to  offer; 
and  as  to  the  manner  ot  prayer,  we  are  as  little  capable 
of  knowing  how  to  order  our  addreffca  to  God,  in  fo 
believing,  fpii it ual  ami  fervent,  holy,  humble  and  fub- 
miffive  a  manner, -and  with  fuch  unitedntfs  of  heart, 
free  from  wanderings  and  dif tract  ions,  as  in  duty  be¬ 
comes  us,  and  as  is  necdlkry  unto  the  acceptihlcnds  of 
our  humble  pleas  with  him.  llut  that  divine  peribn 
whom  our  blr.ffed  Lord  promifed  to  fend  as  the  para* 
clete,  or  Comforter,  {John  xvh  7.)  and  whom  we  have 
received  as  the  /pint  of  adoption;  whereby  we  cryt  Ah- 

bd; 
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iKe  Spirit  itfelf 
make.h  itiicrref*- 
fion  for  us  wiih 
rroamng*  wfeh 
on  not  be  otkT- 
oL 


t't  And  he 
tfc*  te«rchech  the 
hearts  ktwwerh 
vTui  it  the  rohid 
of  iht  Spirit*  be* 
c^iifc  he  malteth 
imcredlian  lor 
the  fjintA  accurd- 
iiig  to  the  t'i.V  cj 

OwL 


»3  And  wc 
know  that  all 
things 


bay  Fatbery  ( ver ,  13,  of  this  chapter,}  even  the  Holy 
Gh  1 'ft  htrafclf,  as  tb  t  fpirit  of  grace  and  fitpplieatiotu 
[Xarh.  xii.  10.}  indites  our  prayers  tor  ur,  hy  his  gra¬ 
cious  fuggeftions  to  us  *  j  and  excites  ami  enables  us  to 
offer  them  up  with  fuch  vehement  panting-' and  brea¬ 
things  of  foul,  in  an  admirable  mixture  of  faith  and  pa¬ 
tience*  importunity  and  hope,  for  fcafonablc  fuccour 
under,  and  deliverance  from,  ail  our  preffing  weights 
and  troubles  in  this  prefhit  mortal  flair,  as  exceed  the 
power  of  language  to  esprefs,  and  as  fomemnes  melt 
and  fwectJy  overwhelm  our  foqis  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
we  cannot  tell  how  to  form  them  into  lu  it  able  words. 

27  But  (*s)  whether  we  can  fully  exprefs  thefe  inward 
ftrong  workings  of  our  fouls,  in  a  juft  and  proper  man¬ 
ner,  or  not;  the  omnilcicnt  God,  whole  peculiar  pre¬ 
rogative  it  is  to  know  and  fearch  the  hearts  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men,  {1  Kings  viii.  39,  and  1  Cbron .  xwiii.  y.) 
is  not  only  acquainted  with,  but  obferves,  and  approves 
of,  what  we  aim  at,  and  areearnefllyprelling  after,  un¬ 
der  the  influence,  and  according  to  the  deflgn  of  the 
blcffed  Spirit’s  dictates  to  us ;  becaufe  all  his  affiflanccs 
of  holy  fouls,  in  their  deftres  and  pleas,  are  perfectly  a- 
grecablc  to  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  and  to  the  de¬ 
clarations  of  his  word:  We  therefore  may  be  confident 
that  he  hears,  and  in  due  time  will  anfwcr  us,  in  what- 
foever  we  aft  according  to  his  will,  (1  John  v.  14.) 

£8  And,  for  our  further  comfort,  under  all  our  pre- 
fentgroanings,  wc,  who  believe,  arc  fully  fatisfkd,  from 
God’s  peculiar  relation  and  alfettlon  to  his  children  thro’ 
Jefus  Chrift,  from  the  tenor  of  his  gracious  covenant, 
and  from  our  own  and  other  Chnfttans  experience,  that 
every  occurrence  of  providence,  and  even  thetvorftcir- 
cumftances  that  can  befal  us,  in  this  prefent  frail  and 
imperfed  Hate,  are  wifely  and  kindly  ordned  to  our  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  Yea,  though  they  he  ever  fo  dark,  perplexing, 
and  feemingly  contrary  to  us,  and  though,  viewing 
them  apart,  and  by  themfeives,  wc  are  apr  to  fay,  with 
good  old  Jacoby  (6 'en.  xlii.  36.);  All  theft  things  are 

againfi 


NOTE. 


*  Tbt  Kpw iVf  ttftifjr?  is  not  to 

lie  flitdiTflond  of  his  attiJijj  the  part  of  a  me- 
bet  aA‘ ven  Gtttl  and  us,  or  with  Gc1^ 
ftir  tiSj  wbh-M  h  the  peculiar  office  of  Chrifl, 
cur  jrvftt  hhh  pridl  and  advnntti ;  for  rtw 
tr  GuJ,  *::id  ixt  rMUtsr  forwent  God  omi 
r hit,  the  Mutt  Cdriff  Jc/ai,  (i  Ibti.  tir  $-) 
lint  1*  is  meant  of  Lis  rd  tiding  (iurintiiamUicfit 
as  our  rotH'JclIor  Rnd  aflsfttr,  ia  our  ruivtK»i»s 
acLifcllcs  (Lwi :  Y<* r  his  iaLuvrdin?  i*  ihid 
t^Lc.  nrt  Ly  his  agency  iwib  irthl,  Iwt  ivifi* 
37 }  fo  ivlp  Qzr  infirmities  *  and  to  vxcitt?  mu! 


n-gi&iic  wr grzaBi*x$.  And  Gotl  I*  fpokcri 
f>r\  u*  the  farther  of  nut  yW/i,  kvirh  rc- 
Ipttt  CO  rjit  & tnt'ifi*  the  tmnd  *f  fit 

the-  ilwu>:hts  u  hidi  he  ntfe  in  oor  iriiiiiL  ; 

lb  iht  siplr.t's  Kwi'ijt  bitm/fion  fa?  .vt,  in 
hi'i  f  iuiilnvf  us.  t«  prciy,  in  a  lijht  manner  for 
mMk-Uvs,  full  u-i  Y'l filer f  ( GaL 

iv.  0-}  Uhin  <^>abih>5  us  to  t  iy,  Acronliii^- 
Iv  *«-.u  iiptiiiltf,  (rci.  15*^  i*f  Limn* 

flir  *hr*t  iiyhpfaft^  utf hereby  wY  ;rys 
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thing*  work  to¬ 
gether  for 
to  them  that 
lore  G  oJ ,  t  o  them 
who  are  the  call¬ 
ed  according  to 
Hi  purpoic. 


ip  For  whom 
tic  did  foreknow 
he 


againjt  i tst  yet  it  is  an  cftablifhed  maxim  of  faith  with 
us*  that)  by  the  over-ruling  wifdom,  power*  and  grace 
of  God)  they  not  only  hereafter  (hall,  bat  even  now  at 
prefent  do,  co-operate,  id  their  connexions 

and  ilTues,  one  with  another,  together  with  his  fpccial 
influence,  and  the  ferioue  reflections  of  afanXified  mind, 
to  promote  the  fpintual  and  eternal  welfare  of  them, 
that  have  a  (incere  and  predominant  afftXion  to  God, 
as  their  chief  good,  and  high  eft  end;  even  of  them,  who 
have  not  only  heard  the  rich  overtures  of  the  gofpel, 
with  the  hearing  of  the  ear  * ;  but  are  Itkewifc  brought, 
by  the  inward  and  eJFeXua!  workings  of  the  Spirit  with 
the  word,  to  hearken  to  it,  and  embrace  it;  and  lb  are 
emphatically,  and  in  a  way  of  peculiarity,  the  coiled  cf 
GW,  j  /iot  indeed  according  to  their  worhy 

but  according  to  bis  own  purpofe  ana  gract%  which  was 
given  them  in  Cbriji  Jefus  before  the  world  began,  (2 
Tim*  i,  9.) 

29  And  this  eternal  purpofc  of  God's  unfearchable 
wifdom  and  grace,  is  the  original  fprjng  of  all  the  good 
we  have  in  hand,  and  in  hope:  For  thus  (lands  the  ho* 
ly  conncXion  of  his  fovereign  and  merciful  decrees,  and 
the  order  of  his  executing  them,  by  various  dept,  in  a 
way  becoming  himfeif,  tUI  they  be  all  fulfilled  in  our 
complete  falvation ;  thofe  among  the  fmful  and  mifer- 
able  race  of  mankind,  who,  in  common  with  the  reft 


of  the  world,  are  in  themfelves  utterly  unworthy  of  bis 
favour  t,  but  whom,  in  his  kind^  thoughts  from  ever- 

la  fling, 

NOTES. 


%  A*  our  Lord  tells  us*  that  many  art  ait- 
ed%  l at  jaw  arc  cbo/et i,  Matth,  xx*  16 •  (fra 
tLc  nok  there,)  to  this  CiiiRn%  of  Giv/,  cc~ 
corning  to  hh  purpcfit  cannot  relate  to  them* 
only  tstttn:allv  called  bylhegodpci 
wwiiiiiij  ;o  the  fttrnal  defign  cf  God,  that 
itJhmdd  be  preached  to  them;  bccaufc  nit 
Shiu^  cannot  tic  faid  lo  verb  together  for  goed 
to  them,  that  are  only  tilled  in  that  a* 

appears  fitun  uiuhttudrt  that  are  hardnod 
in  their  wickedness,  and  perifli  under  the 
gofpei;  And  the  calling  here  fpofcai  of,  is 
**uly  oT  furh  m  Iwe  Oid>  and  to  are  tiTcfrU’- 
aliy  wrought  upon  to  yield  obedience  to  bu 
cjO,  by  means  of  ihc  gofpd,  according  to 
his  eternal  pur pole*  that  they  Lhoutd  befo, 
through  the  a  trending  power  of  fci*  Spirit ; 
And  it  U  fiich  a  calling,  as  is  connected  with* 
*i>d  certainly  iJlues  ic,  the  juftifictitiw  and 
gitrificatna  of  all  that  are  partakers  of  it,  as 
appears  from  ver*  30,  Sec  aiib  the  note  cm 
chap*  ii*  tf, 

)■  Ged*i  fircljsovJag  thtai  is  not  to  be  nn- 
dfffrood  merely  of  his  ptcfcie^ec,  asallthirT^a 
fay  eternally,  ;n  032  craprehenfivtf  view. 


before  his  infinite  mind  :  For,  in  this  (enfe* 
knYUtn  tiAto  God  arc  -til  hUi  w  fir  is  fnm  the  br- 
iitmtig  of  the  v&rAf,  fAfts  tv*  sg*J  and  lb 
e  fcitknen1  every  thing  relating  U>  all  others, 
as  well  as  to  the  periods  here  intended  ; 
whereas  foineUungdtftiDguifliing  is  apparent' 
ly  meant  in  his  foreknowledge  of  there.  Kor 
is  it  to  be  underlined  of  his  fore-approving 
them,  on  account  of  his  feeing  beforehand 
that  they  -would  he  true  lovers  of  him,  and 
be  holy  111  conformity  to  Chnfl  :  For  be  pre- 
deftiaated  them,  not  as  conformed*  bin  ti 
h  ecu  formed  to  the  image  cf  bii  Sen;  and  be 
chofc  them  in  him*  befv re  ibe  fepodatwa  of  ihc 
ivvrld,  not  bccanfe  he  fordaw  that  they 
would  be,  but  thet  they  mighty  or  jboutd  he  be- 
ijt  twd  twuhw/  Manic  before  him  in  love,  (Hph* 
i*  4*)  So  that  every  thing  of  this  kind  u  tlio 
CQiifcqunttt  and  efent  and  not  the  caufe  of  ibe 
foreknowledge  here  fjioken  of*  It  is  thm^ 
fore,  1  bumhlv apprehend,  to  betaken  for 
God  3  diftinguifoing  and  appropriating  re¬ 
gard  to  them*  in  a  way  of  lore,  ktodtieiV, 
and  choice,  hyan  aC  of  ‘his  nnderftandiny, 
fo  cotcpirencc  bis  graefous  will :  Hencf 
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be  itllb  did  prc- 
dedinafe^/o  krt&n  - 
formed  to  the  i- 
rn^gc  of  his  $ont 
(hit  he  might  be 
Ik  fifft-bom 
pnnaj  mny  btx* 
tbreu. 


30  Moreover, 
arhom  be  did 
peedefttn ate  them 
ht*  *lii>  called ; 
and  whom  he 
tilled  them  heal* 
to  jumbal ;  and 
whom  he  juftU 
fie d  them  he  alfo 
glorified. 


31  What  fhatl 
vt  theo  Gy  to 
tbde  tbings  ?  If 
God 


lafting,  according  to  the  good  pUafure  of  his  v>3ft  {Eph* 
i*  5.)  he  ^ct  hifi  tree  love  and  choice  upon ;  Thefe  very 
perfons  he  alfo  determined,  before  ail  wurMs,  Ihould 
be  made  conformable,  in  due  time,  to  his  own  eternal 
Son,  by  their  bearing  his  Ukenefs,  as  far  is  poffkble,  in 
bolinels,  and  needful  futfcrings  here,  and  in  all  the  glo¬ 
ry  and  blrilednefe  of  the  heavenly  ftate  hereafter,  (ver* 
17*)  that  he  might  have  the  dignity  of  being  the  prince, 
ruler,  and  chief  of  a  numerous  family,  whom  he  is  not 
afbamed  to  cal! bis  brethren ,  {Heb.  u»  11.)  and  for  whom 
he  rofc,  as  the  firfl-horn  from  the  dead,  ( CoL  1,  18,) 
shat  they  might  rife  after  him  to  glory;  and  that  as  They 
have  bore  the  image  of  the  earthly ,  they  might  alfo  bear 
the  image  of  the  heavenly*  (i  Cor<  xv.  49*} 

30  Furthermore,  thole  whom  God  in  this  manner 
fore  ordained  from  all  eternity,  to  holinefs  *nd  fuff.-r- 
tnga,  as  proper  means,  in  this  fallen  world,  of  training 
them  up,  and  fitting  them  for  the  heavenly  glory,  which 
he  appointed  them  unto,  as  the  end ;  them  he  alfo,  in 
execution  of  his  decrees,  effectually  called  out  of  dark* 
tiefs  into  hts  marvellous  lights  (i  Pet*  ii.  9-);  and  whom 
he  thus  called  internally  by  his  grace,  as  well  as  exter¬ 
nally  by  the  gofpel,  them  he  alfo  acquitted  from  guile 
and  law-condemnation*  and  accepted  as  righteous,  thro* 
the  rlghteoufhefs of hia  Son:  And  whom  he  thus  freely 
juftified,  them  he  alfo  advanced  to  ail  the  honours  and 
enjoyments  of  the  heavenly  world,  where  they  are  freed 
from  all  their  tribulations,  and  are  glorified  together  with, 
and  in  conformity  to  their  exalted  head  and  Redeemer  t* 

31  What  (hall  we  then  think,  or  fay,  in  reflection 
upon  thefe  great  and  gracious  defigns  and  performances 

cf 


NOTES. 


it  is  called*  Hir  rrai  pfeafirrtf  t vbub  k  has 
pxrtofe.l  in  blmfitf ;  and  she  con&fil  of  hh  own 
(Eph*  i-  9,  is*)  to  (He#  thut  it  is  an 
d(i  of  fivcrcignly  in  (kid,  and  yet  u  coodtrtt- 
cd  with  t/turrrix*  jadgatcutj  us  veil »  peculiar 
love,  though  trie  rcaions  of  it  lye  entirely 
wkbin  hiroJcif,  beyond  the  reach  of  nur  ae- 
i^iint  {  and  this  u  called  his  own  trpfe  and 
gretr3  vttucb  xvtti  given  at  in  Cbr/fi  ftfui  he* 
frt  tht  w/J  begdA)  %  Tiw*  u  0*  Accord* 
ingly  knowing  often  fignifics  fitch  1  knowledge 
as  u  with  hvt  and  chicet  as  in  Exsd*  xxxKL 
17*  ;:i.  a*  Jdl'tt  x,  14-  <5*  and  1  Ttw* 

tit  19*  AitiWniftlc  hereunto*  Ood's  fire* 

uied  in  fiich  i  ieofe  relating  to 
iiis  doc  tecs,  as  intitules  his  ;ind  $?ajU 

wilt,  chap,  xi- 1.  {£»  thouote  there,)  whore 
the  apo?Tlo  lays,  God  kith  not  tv  it  bis 

ti  fr/prvww ;  anil  the  apoftle  /V- 
frJ-fp&tkS  Of  iketbftt£M*l\{trt£  U>  fi't  fir&rtw* 
iCtgf  t/f  Gid  the  h*aiberi  thresh  fitnclifcsfxa 


if  the  Spirit  nnto  obwtittti  to.  (t  Ftt*  i,  *.) 
Anti  the  fame  word,  that,  »n  the  place  before 
us,  is  rendered ywivrw,  is  Irani- 

tiled (Fpiy^frtdvn}  i  l*ct*  i.  10. 

And  it  focnis  t  >  he  of  juith  the  lame  import 
with  God*S  gradotu  ptcrttffii  which  is  men¬ 
tioned  nt  the  dofe  of  the  preceding  twig  in 
this  eighth  chapter  to  the  Afajtriw* 

t  All  this  is  (pohen  of  as  ativadv  done  in 
tlxe  gntcions  pnrpofcof  God,  which  lias  U\~ 
leparably  coc netted  thefe  happy  effetts  tovn- 
thcr,  to  Iw  arci>mpliibe4  in  their  proper  or¬ 
der  ?  and  bccaule,  hy  virtue  of  his  eternal 
decree,  lh:rc  U  an  infallible  certainly  of  ti;e!e 
great  events,  with  rdjicd  itu'vrtv  appointed 
Lrir  of  ulvation,  they  *rc  mentioned  as  if 
thry  wctt.  already  pelt  :  But  it  can  no  more 
ho  i.iferrvd  in>m  her.c^j  that  they  were  ac¬ 
tually  and  pcrlonatiyytfiVi^e</,  than  thui  they 
w.  n:  attiuilyand  pcuoully  <ii//fdand  *.V> 
jxJj  iro in  eternity. 
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God  be  for  us,  0f  God  for  us,  who  in  ourfelves  are  fo  utterly  unworthy 
whovaa^-a^iaft  Qf  ant|  are  ftjji  encom  palled  with  fo  many  infir¬ 

mities,  difficulties  and  dangers?  How  can  we  fulficient- 
ly  admire  and  rejoice  in  his  lore?  Or  what  can  we  with 
for  more,  to  encourage  our  patience  and  hope,  and  to 
fupport,  comfort  and  fecure  us  under  all  our  troubles  ? 
If,  as  we  have  Teen,  the  infinitely  wife,  unchangeable, 
and  almighty  God  be  fuch  a  fure  and  fall  friend  to  us, 
and  his  perfections,  purpofes,  promifes,  and  operations 
be  all  on  our  fide,  to  fecure  our  eternal  happinefs,  what 
fignify  all  the  malicious,  crafty,  and  powerful  attempts 
of  our  molt  inveterate  enemies,  be  they  ever  fo  great  or 
many,  again  ft  us?  What  hurt  can  the  world,  the  de¬ 
vil,  amt  all  hts  inflruments  do  unto  us  ?  Or  why  ftiould 
we  be  difmay'd  at  them  ? 

32  He  who  loved  us  at  fuch  a  furprifing  rate*  that, 
rather  than  we  flioukl  perilh,  he  did  not  with-hold  his 
own  proper,  and  only  begotten  Son,  v««  m  (♦*»*«) 
»1J,  how  thill  lie  an(j  JiJ  not  favour  or  abate  him  in  any  thing  that  in 

fo  frer.ly  pivt 
things ! 


33  Who  fliull 
Uy 


IheJotveof  tti  4// is  to  be  determined  things  -&r?rh  tcgetbfr  jut  g*2d;  and  who  <*rt 
by  l!u:  tiiiijctb  that  are  fprt«n  ol  a|I  zU>ns  nun  than  thrush  km  ikn  hved 

in  dLltniifjc ;  and  iJiCy  are  God'S  anil  never  Jhaii  he  fr^m  H  * 

h  torn  he  pttJtHiaaitd*  £afhdr  ttnd  kv*  Gcj  whhh  is  hi  Cbr:jt  jepts  Z/';\ 

gtor  Ucdi  whom  C r*ii  is  fnr,  in  tuch  a  manner  as  they  art  defer i bed  In  the  foregoing  (V: 

I  at  tvmc  cuii  prevail  agr.i.ift  them  ;  3rd  to  lowing  contexts 
h tfw-jgivts  tit 7  ifxvgS}  and  mjktt  all 


Jaw  and  juKfce  was  due  to  us  for  our  iniquities,  and 
was  ncceflary  to  be  fuffered  in  order  to  our  redemption; 
but  of  his  own  accord,  unafked  by  us,  delivered  him 
up  to  bear  our  fins,  and  to  die  in  our  room  and  Head, 
as  a  facrifice  of  atonement  for  every  one  of  us  *,  whom 
he  has  chofen  and  called  to  grace  and  glory *.  How  uu- 
reafonable  is  it  to  fuppofc,  that,  with  this  grand  ca¬ 
pital  gift,  which  was  fo  dear  to  himfetf,  and  by  which  a 
pur  chafe  was  made  of  all  other  bleflings  at  the  vaft  ex- 
pence  of  his  own  Son’s  precious  blood  ;  bow  can  it  be 
thought  that  this  God  will  nor,  in  the  riches  of  his  love 
and  grace,  freely  give  us,  together  with  him,  and  for 
his  fake,  every  rhing  cife  that  is  needful  for  us,  rela¬ 
ting  to  foul  and  body,  till  all  be  completed  in  eternal 
falvation  i  he,  who  has  done  the  greater  for  us,  even 
when  we  were  enemies,  will  undoubtedly  do  the  left, 
now  he  has  made  us  friends.  Whether  therefore  we 
conOdcr  our  danger,  on  account  of  our  fins  or  fuffer* 
ings,  neither  of  them  (half  he  our  min. 

33  As  to  our^fw,  chough,  alas!  they  have  been  many 
and  great,  and  we  have  too  much  Hill  to  charge  oui- 
f elves  with,  and  to  mourn  over  and  be  humbled  for  > 
and  tho’  Satan  and  the  world,  and  our  own  confetences 

may 

NOTE, 


31  lie-  that 

ffisretl  nn(fiiu)tt(t 
Son>  but  deliver* 
etl  him  up  Tor  hs 
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lay  anything  to 
the  riia»£«  of 
Gad’f  cleft?  It  is 
G-m1  that  jwfti- 
fc;ih: 


<3*  Who  ii  he 
tHau-vAdcmncth? 
it  it  Chrift  that 
did ;  yea  rather, 
that  is  riicn  a- 
giin,  who  (Seven 
a:  the  right  hand 
oi  God,  who  alto 
nmtih  imcrcef- 
hza  tor  us, 


may  jullly  accufe  us  j  yet  who  fliall  implead, 
or  profecute  us  at  the  bar  of  God,  and  fix  a  law-charge 
of  guilt  upon  any  of  us  who  are  the  objects  of  his  pe¬ 
culiar  choice,  and  whom,  as  has  been  (aid,  (wr.'  30.) 
he  has  called  andjuftilied?  None  can  do  this:  For  it  is 
God  himfelf,  whole  judgment  is  acooMing  to  truth,  that. 
accounts  and  pronounces  us  abfolved  from  guilt,  and 
righteous  to  eternal  lire  :  And  as  he,  and  he  only,  who 
is  the  party  offended  hy  fin,  and  is  judge  of  the  law, 
can  juflify ;  fo  he  ahides  by  his  own  fentence,  and  will 
fuller  none  to  reverfe  it  f. 

34  Though  there  are  indeed  many  things  condemns- 
ble  in  us,  and  a  malicious  world  is  ready,  on  all  occa- 
fions,  to  aggravate  our  faults,  and  pafs  the  fevereft  con¬ 
futes  upon  us ;  and  though  we  may  be  unjultly  condemned 
at  the  bar  of  men :  Yet  who  is  he,  that  {hall  undertake 
to  fubje£t  us  to  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  condemn  us 
at  the  bar  of  God,  to  our  eternal  dellruftion  ?  men  and 
devils  cannot,  and  we  may  be  fure  that  our  dear  Re¬ 
deemer  will  not:  For  it  is  he,  who,  in  the  greatnefs  of 
his  love,  freely  put  himfelf  into  our  law-place  to  redeem 
us  from  i:s  curfe,  (O' a/,  iii.  13,}  2nd  gave  hit  life  a  ran- 
fmforvs,  (Matth.  xx,  28.):  Yea,  rather,  to  ftrengthen 
our  humble  confidence  in  him,  I  add,  that  it  is  he,  who 
was.  not  only  delivered  far  our  offences ;  but  refe  again, 
as  a  public  head,  for  our  jujUjication,  (chap.  iv.  25.) 
and  who,  in  further  token,  that  divine  juiiice  is  fully 
fatisfied  by  his  death,  is  now  exalted  to  the  higheit  au¬ 
thority  and  glory,  in  God  rheFarher’s  immediate  pre¬ 
fence,  which,  to  fpcak  in  figurative  terms  that  are  ex- 
prellive  of  the  greatett  dignity  and  honour,  (fee  the  note 
on  JSts  vii.  55,)  may  be  called  his  fitting  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  throne  of  the  majejly  in  the  heavens,  (Heb. 
viii.  1.}  to  exeictfe  an  univetfal  rule  and  dominion  for 
our  advantage,  and  to  pafs  a  public  abfolrlng  fentcnce 
upon  us,  as  our  Judge,  at  the  lalt  day;  And  that  we 
may  entirely  depend  upon  his  ftiemlfhip,  to  fecure  our 
Handing  in  the  favour  of  God,  we  arc  allured  that  he 
ever  liver,  as  a  righteous  advocate,  to  plead  the  merit 
of  his  atoning  blood  in  his  prevalent  imerctflion  for  us  ; 
in  which  he  reprefents  his  will  and  claim,  that  we,  on 
his  account,  may  be  eternally  faved. 


NOTE. 


35  And 


*  Some  arc  for  reading  the  faj:  cfwfe  of  whom  hcjnfliScs;  or  that  Chrift  rhauldcon- 
this,  and  tbc  frees J  in  the  next  tctIc,  drmn  them  fur  whom  he  died.  And  i*'  we 

an  interrogation  thus,  Sbafl  Gad  t*Mt  have  nothing  of  this  Jcmd  to  fear  from  either 

Shaft  Gbrijt  l*hii  fad ?  And  Jo  die  ajkf>iilc  ar-  of  l hi  ;  there  can  Ik  no  danger  of  it  U\mi 
$i«s  the  abfjnliuV  of  fcppnfrig,  that  God  a«y  otiv  eUe  wiwittf>c*irr* 
in-juid  lay  any  v]*uij  to  die  cL.^  of  Uim 
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35  Who  (bill  And  as  to  our  Jztferingt9  What  enemy,  or  what 
iSl^tffChFUl?  Ctrcumftance&  and  events  (hall  $vcr  be  able  to  alienate 
ftull  tribolatior^  Chrift's  heart  from  us  it  or  ours  from  him  ?  or  exclude 
ordiftrefrfOrpcr-  qs  Irom  a  (bare  in  the  Caving  defigns,  fruits,  and  mi- 
ainc°or  nifeftaiions  of  his  fpectal  love,  in  the  freeuefs  of  which 

neti/ovpai^  or  he  has  already  done  fuch  wonderful  things  for  us  ?  We 
frord?  may  boldly  challenge  the  very  worft  that  can  affault 

or  befa]  us,  and  bid  them  all  defiance,  in  the  holy  tri¬ 
umphs  of  our  faith  *  ;■  Shall  any  afflictions  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  courfe  of  providence,  fuch  as  (telenets,  pains  and 
poverty,  Ioffes  and  difapolntments  in  life,  that  are  grie¬ 
vous  and  opprefiive  to  the  body,  pare  between  Chriit 
and  us;  fo  that  he  (hould  not  love  us,  or  we  not  love 
him  ?  No*  Orfhat!  dillrefs  of  foul  under  a  humbling 
fenfe  of  guilt,  the  temptations  of  Satan,  the  difallowcd 
workings  of  indwelling  corruption,  and  the  hidings  of 
God’s  face;  or  any  perplexity  offpirit,  from  which  we 
know  not  how  to  extricate  ourfelves  ?  Or  (hall  any  per- 
fccurions  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  that  eflVft  our  reput*- 
tion,  liberty,  and  property  ?  Or  ftiaJl  any  in  fiances  of 
hardship,  that  reduce  us  to  the  utmoft  (traits,  even  to 
the  want  of  nece  (Tar  y  food  to  refrefhand  fupport  us;  or  of 
proper  raiment  to  cover  and  defend  us  from  the  feverity 
of  feafons  ?  Or  fhall  any  other  dangers,  that  threaten 
the  lofs  of  our  lives  themfelves  ?  Orlhall  a  violent  death, 
by  the  fword  of  the  civil  magiftratc,  produce  this  dif- 
maJeffcd?  No*  None  of  thefe  calamities  (zo?w*)  (hall 
divide  between  us  and  this  love,  though  we  bare  reafon 
(  ^  to  expettthe  greateft  of  them, 

wTiituH  For  thy  3^  For  what  was  faid  in  former  ages,  and  that  with 
fike  we  are  killed  a  prophetic  (pint,  relating  to  God's  people  in  perilous 
jjl  the  d^y  long;  circumftances  for  their  fidelity  to  him,  is  equally  ap- 
w  pi tc able  to  us,  as  it  is  written,  {P/aL  xhv.  22,)  For  thj 
foie  we  are  killed  alt  the  daj  long ;  we  are  counted  as 
Jbeepfor  the  Jlaitgbter7  that  is,  oti  account  of  our  rela¬ 
tion  and  adherence  to  thee,  and  efpoufmg  thy  caufe, 
and  bearing  thy  name,  we  are  daily  and  hourly  expofed 
to  the  danger  of  death;  and  many  of  ns  are  frequently 
cut  off  by  the  hands  of  violent  perfeeutors  ;  we  are 
marked  out  and  devoted  to  dcftruGion,  in  like  manner 


as 


NOTES, 

f  Tt?f  hvt  of  Cbrlft  here,  and  the  hve  f>[  that  cannot  ftpaiatefrom  this  tore,  tfitcpu  f- 
OeJ  h  Kot,  ver,  $pm  may  %oify  lbdr  love  to  turn,  IVt-a  fratf fcparjti  ?  refers  10  ho:h. 

W  or  our  love  :o  them ;  hut ftp* rating  us  fr$w\  *  Here  the  apofUe  enumerates  ahundanre 

then  foitti  and  the  glorious  advantages  here  of  trials,  which  he  express  in 
fpoJteD  of,  being  afcribed  to  him  that  Ad*  loved  words,  to  exaggerate  them,  and  take  in 
xut  ver.  3^  lead  tts  to  uoderfhnd  U  of  ibtir  ry  thing  of  the  affliftive  kind,  that  might  he 
hve  to  us\  and  yet  as  our  love  to  God  is  liippoled  to  endanger  a  nuicarriage*  and  I 
mentioned*  vcr.  an*  I  would  likewiic  include  hurc  endeavoured  to  keep  the  ides  i  asdilliatt 
that*  And  as  various  jAeh;^  as  weU  as  fame  as  1  can,  in  each  -of 
fofius  arc  fpcdikd  in  the  following  yafes. 
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4S9 


ti  (beep  for  the 
JJn£iucrj 


31  X»yY  in  all 
thd'e  ihiags  wc 
j.t  more  than 
thro1 

bim  thst  loved 


30  For  I  am 
pcriaaded  ,  (hat 
neither  death*  nor 
hi:,  nor  augef*, 
nor 


as  (beep  are  to  be  butchered ;  though  we,  like  them, 
be  meek  and  inoffenGve  in  our  temper  \  innocent  and 
harmlefe,  as  to  the  crimes  that  our  enemies  impute  to 
us;  and  are  beneficial  to  mankind  while  we  live,  and 
patient  under  out  (offerings  when  we  come  to  die.  Bur* 
be  it  that  all  thefe  calamities  befal  us*  lhall  they  fhut 
us  out  of  Chrift's  love  ?  or  fake  off  our  love  to  him  t 

37  No,  fo  far  from  this*  that  in  all,  even  the  word 
of  thefe  events*  we  are  not  only  carried  with  fafety  and 
fuccefs  through  them*  and  made  fuperior  to  them*  and 
finally  victorious  over  them  \  but  we  even1  rejoice  and 
triumph*  and  glory  in  them*  {chap*  v*  3.)  as  they  arc 
overbalanced  by  inward  (iippons  and  confolaxions*  (a 
Cor .  i.  5*}  and  are  made  to  fubferve  the  cxercife  and 
improvement  of  our  graces ;  and  as  they  wean  ub  from 
this  world*  and  fweeten  the  thoughts  erf  heaven  to  os* 
and  make  us  the  more  defirous'of  it*  and  the  fitter  for 
it*  and  work  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory*  (2  Cor.  iv.  17.);  and  fo  weluffer  no  real 
lofs,  but  gain  the  greateft  advantage  by  them*  even  at* 
ready  here,  and  (hall  do  lb  for  ever  $  not  indeed  by  any 
worthinefc,  ftrength*  or  wifdom  of  our  own  ;  but  thro* 
the  meritorious  obedience  and  fufferingt  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift;  through  his  viftory  over  this  world  for  us; 
and  through  his  oyer-ruling  conduft  and  gracious  af- 
filtance*  who  has  loved  us  to  fuch  a  jnatchltfc  degree* 
as  to  lay  down  his  own  life/  that  he  might  make  us  con¬ 
querors  and  triumphers  overall  that  would  interpofe 
between  him  and  us* 

38  For  whatever  occurrences  we  meet  with*  whether 
of  the  adverfc  or  profperous  kind*  in  the  body  *  ;  I 
firmly  believe  and  am  fujly  fatisfied*  upon  the  fureprin* 
ciples  of  divine  revelation*  relating  to  the  unchange- 
ablenefs  of  God's  thoughts*  purpofes*  and  covenant  of 
grace*  and  to  tbe  merit  of  the  dear  Redeemer's  blood, 
and  the  efficacy  of  hts  interceflion*  that*  on  one  band* 
neither  the  fears,  terrors*  and  agonies  of  death,  nor  its 
(broke,  whether  it  come  to  us  in  a  natural  or  violent 
caurfe;  nor*  on  the  other*  the  defire  and  hope  of  life* 
nor  any  entangling  or  enfnaring  circum fiances  in  it,  a- 
rifing  from  its  carefles  or  pleafures  ;  nor  thofe  molt 
powerful  of  all  creatures*  the  angels*  whether  they  be 
good  or  bad ;  not  the good^  who  are  fent  forth  to  minifer 
to  them  thatjball  be  heirs  of  fabaihn^  (Heb*  i*  14-)  nor 


NOTE, 

*  Ho?  the  *poilb  rifes  in  his  armament,  to  mike  a  reparation  bctucen  th* ln*e  of  Chrift, 
(hf*1,  that  the  dinners  whidi  pii/it  be  flip-  or  of  ir\  him*  and  lliviu  that  arc  ouet 
d  to  faring  from  the  allurcuK  rats,  as  well  ia termed  in  it. 

U  terrors  of  this  world,  cannot  prevail 
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nor  prtndpdines, 
nor  po»m,  iwr 
things  preterit  , 
Dor  tliingi  to 
come. 


39  Nor  height, 
nor  rirpth,  nor 
any  other  crea¬ 
tors  Ihilt  he  able 
to  fepurai  e  ut 
from  the  love  of 
G*d  which  Is  in 
Chrift  Jcliis  onr 
Lord, 


the  bad*  who  Jo  indeed  ftek  all  occafions  againft  us,  but 
cannot  devour  us,  (i  PfL  i-  5-  and  v*  8*)  nor  *  any 
force,  or  policy  of  even  the  /upericrf  or  moftpotmt  or* 
derj  of  the  holy,  or  of  the  wicked  angelic  fpirita  ;  nor 
any  focular  princes  and  magift rates  upon  earth,  how  vio¬ 
lently  foever  they  rruy  perfecutc  us  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  * 
nor  any  prefent  trials,  nor  future  dangers  of  any  kind  : 

39  Nor  the  enfnaring  height  of  all  worldly  profperi- 
ty,.  wcie  we  to  be  advanced  to  it;  nor  the  deepeft  ad* 
verfity  that  we  can  be  plunged  into:  To  fum  up  all  m 
a  word,  I  am  throughly  perfuaded,  that  neither  thefe, 
nor  any  other  peifon  or  thing,  in  the  whole  fphere  of 
nature,  that  can  be  imagined,  fball  at  any  time  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  cutting  ns  off,  or  fetting  us  at  a  difUnce,  from 
the  infinite  ami  unchangeable  love  of  God,  the  Father, 
which  is  fixed  upon  us,  and  maaifefted  to  us,  and  per¬ 
forms  all  things  for  us,  in  and  through  the  great  Me¬ 
diator,  who  is  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  who 
hfrnftrlf  equally  loves  us,  (wr.  3J«)»  nor  c*n  a,IT*  07  ^ 
of  tbefe  remove  from  our  fouls  their  fincere  love  to 
Chrift,  or  to  God,  as  mniiifcfUng  himfeif  to  us  through 
him-  (See  the  note  cm  wr*  35-) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


TYhat  dreadful  work  has  fin  made  in  the  world  I  It  has  turned  the  nahml 
bent  and  bias  of  our  hearts  towards  earthly  and  frnfijal  things,  and  faro  en¬ 
mity  to  God,  and  his  law;  b as  brought  them  under  fpiritual  death  and  con¬ 
demnation,  and  moral  impotency  to  do  what  is  plcafing  to  him  ;  yea*  all  man¬ 
kind  in  general,  and  even  the  ferifliive  and  inanimate  parts  or  this  lov  er  world* 
groan  under  the  dil’tnal  eflcffc  of  the  tail,  and  feenTto  he  in  pain,  like  *  wo¬ 
man  in  travail,  for  deliverance  from  the  bondage  of  mifery  and  dr  order  to 
which  the  fin  of  man  has  fubjedtrd  them,  and  for  that  happy  and  orderly 
Rate  to  which  there  i*  fajpe  of  their  being  refrored*  when  n\[  things  ihdl  he 
made  new;  and  even  believers  thrmltlvts,  durfag  this  mortal  life,  are  attctid- 
cd  with  many  natural  and  finfuf  infirmities,  tribulations  and  difirtflcs,  from 
which  they  cannot  but  rarneftly  long  to  be  delivered  :  And  yet  To  great  is  their 
renaming  d;:rtncfs  and  corruption,  that,  in  numberlefa  inftances,  they  neither 
know  of  themfclvr-a  what  is  fituft  for  them  to  alk  of  God,  nnr  how  to  pray 
for  it  tn  fuch  a  manner  as  is  acceptable  to  htru,  Ncvmhckls,  bow  great  is  the 
fafaty*  honour*  and  happinefc  of  than  that  im\jn  Chrift  ;  that  mind  and  favour 
not  the  thing*  of  the  fleflj,  but  of  the  fpirit ;  tint  are  led  by,  walk,  aqtl  Kve  after 
the  fpirit ;  to  whom  they  are  infinitely  indebted,  and  not  at  all  to  the  fleih ; 

ami 


N  O 

*  By  principalities  and  powers  fome  under- 
(land  fufewr  rtu.ki  and  4r3tn  of  angels*  which 
whether! hey  he  of  the  voed  or  evil  fort*  are 
described  under  ih  deter  ms,  Rph,  iii.  tc.aml 
vu  it-  B«t  others  like  them  v:  mean  1  arfb 
ij  puentatrs  and  rafrn,  who  are  callttl  prinri- 
pflntie f  arid  p&iv rn,  Tie.  ili.  t.  Ami  lam  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  nwr  apor^le  mod  diroclly 
intended  the  ferfcruiiav  powers  upen  tjrth\ 
bmtiJe  this  wutat*  Life  argument,  and  keeps 
its  icvgral  parts  twit  cii&ndt  1  And  yet  as 


T  E, 

the  argument  is  ftiU  further  flrratfhcnsd  hy 
giving  the  greateft  latitude  Let  fhrfc  L«pr.'i~ 
an  enumeration  of  part  See  far*.  v/h:H. 
whoever  were  the  apprehensions  nj  + 

themielveSj  their  enemies  anight  think  i:k  y 
In  he  unfriendly  to  them,  ;jnd  Jh  to  oct-ift-  f; 
theif  EidiorrkgCj  I  have  kehutal  the  yrir. 
pal  atipeU,  both  good  and  tod,  acco-ding 
the  fen  Ji*  that  is.  given  cf  the  foregoing  ;v  - 
fajp:,  which  douLllclV  tvbus  to  that  j 
rank  of  creatures. 
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siulthat*  through  bis  influence*  mortify  the  body  of  fin  !  Ther*  is  even  now 
no  condemnation  to  them  ;  but  the  perfect  Tightcoufnefr  demanded  by  the  Jaw* 
aj  the  condition  of  life*  is  completely  fulfilled  for  them  hy  God*$  own  divine 
S.m,  whom  he  feut,  and  who  came  in  the  appearance  of  finful  flefli,  to  take  a* 
w^y  their  tin  by  the  facrifice  uf  himfelf ;  They  are  the  children  and  heirs  of  God* 
till  j-xnt* heirs  with  Chrift,  and  in  his  right;  the  fame  fphit  dwells  in  them* 
tvhic'h  he  himfelf,  as  their  head,  was  filled  with  above  nicafure  ;  And  though 
Ihiir  bodies  a  re  mortal*  like  other  ircnJsT  by  ivafon  of  fin  ;  yrt  their  frula  are 
i:ive  to  God,  and  ihall  live  for  ever,  by  means  uf  the  nghtcoufnefs  of  Chrift  im* 
pared  to  them,  and  uf  a  work  of  bo  tin  eft  wrought  in  them  ;  and  their  bodies 
thrmfelves  fhall  be  raffed  to  immortal  glory,  in  rrfembbucc  of  their  rifen  Saviour, 
hy  virtue  of  their  union  with  him,  and  by  his  fpirit  which  dwells  in  them*  And 
a  comfort  is  it  to  have  this  good  (pint*  to  wit  mis  with  their  fpirits,  that 
they  are  the  children  of  God;  to  aflift  them,  a?  to  the  nutter  and  manner  of 
prayer;  and  to  give  them  humble  boldneft  and  holy  freedom  in  their  thoughts 
of  God,  and  addrefles  to  him,  as  thfcir  heavenly  Father  1  But  O  how  much 
greater  Hill  is  the  bldfednefs,  that  they  fhall  be  partakers  of  hereafter  !  They 
flirJI  be  glorified  together  with  Chrift;  and  fh  all  then  be  openly  mantfdtad*  ami 
treated,  as  the  children  of  the  Moft  High,  in  a  ftate  of  entire  freedom  from  alt 
imperfections  and  furrows,  and  of  the  utmoft  honour  and  felicity,  which  fliall 
abide  for  ever.  What  matter  uf  triumph  in  Chrift  is  all  this,  am  id  ft  the  various 
persecutions  and  trials  that  here  befal  them  !  Though  numerous  enemies  fee 
tkmfdves  againft  them,  none  can  prevail  to  their -ruin*  bccaufc  God  is  for 
them,  and  has  allured  them  of  al)  things  working  together  for  their  good ;  and, 
he  ivho  has  given  hi*  uwn  Son  to  fntfer  aud  die,  with  the  utmoft  extremity*  for 
tfccir  redemption*  will  not  itick  at  giving  them  all  things  with  him,  that  he 
trows  to  be  belt  for  them.  Though  they  are  humbly  feniible  of  many  fins, 
which  might  he  charged  upon  them;  yet  who  can  fix  a  iaw'chargc  to  their 
condemnation  at  the  bar  of  uW,  fence  it  is  he  that  jollifies  them  ;  and  Chrift  has 
tfc<1  and  rofe  again,  and  ever  Jives  to  make  inrermlion  for  them  ?  What  an 
ir fallible  certainty,  and  beautiful  order  is  there  in  the  falvatiun  of  God*s  eledl  1 
Heforc' ordained  them  to  be  conformed  to  the  holy  and  fuffering  image  of  bis 
Son,  and  calls  and;u£Hfies  them  here*  that  they  may  be  glorified  with  their  head 
anddder  Brother  hereafter*  And  O  how  aJFcfling  and  eirjaynug  arc  the  thoughts 
Dt  Chriit’s  love,  and  of  the  love  of  God  in  him  !  So  tfreat,  fi>  free,  and  un* 
changeable  is  this  love,  that  no  cimtinftancea  of  life*  or  forms  of  death  ;  no  al¬ 
lurements  of  profperity,  or  terrors  of  advtrlity;  no  fears  or  dangers  born  any 
quarter*  can  ever  feparare  between  tbe  love  of  God  and  the  lovers  of  him  ;  or 
iisL-tiate  Chrift’s  heart  from  them,  or  thrirs from  him,  But  they  already  are,  and 
Jiiil]  uueday  appear  to  be*  out  only  conquerors*  but  triumphers  over*  and  even 
trainers  by  all  that  would  come  between  bod  aud  them,  through  him  who  had 
loved  them. 


C  II  A  P.  IX. 

The  apojile  express  the  deep  concern  of  his  hearty  that  the  generality 
of  his  countrymen  were  ji  rangers  to  the  great  UeJ/ings  of  the  gofpe\ 
I, — 5.  Shews  that  the  prtmiifa  given  to  the  fathers  arey  neverthc- 
lefsy  matte  good  to  the  fpiriiual  feed  of  Abraham,  to  the  end  that  the 
furpofe  of  God  might  jland^  6, — 13.  Anfwers  objections  agafoft 
God's  fovereign  condutl ,  in  txercifmg  mercy  toward  ihefe%  and  juf - 
tier  toward  the  carnal  Ifraeikes,  14, — >23,  Shews  that  this  fove - 

reignty  runs  through  his  dealings  both  with  Jew?  and  Gentiles*  24,— 
And  that  there  is  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the  Gentiles  attaining 
right  coufnefs  for  j  unification  through  faith}  fine  e  the]  e  faking  jhort 
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qf  it  it  owing  to  their  not  fieking  it  in  that  way,  bat  by  the  works  tf 
the  A»w,  30,-33. 


Text* 

t  $zy  the  truth  in 
1  Chrift,  l  lie 
dot ,  my  cob* 
Jcicncc  Jfo  bear¬ 
ing  me  *itnef«  in 
the  Holy  Gboft* 


a  That  I  ban 
great  heaaineft 
*nd  continual  for- 
tnv  in  ay  heart* 


]  For  I  coolft 
wlb  tbat  rnyfclf 
were  acuurfcd 
fram 


Paraphrase. 

TT  would  be  the  rejoicing  of  my  foul,  if  what  has 
-*■  been  faid  of  the  glorious  bleflings  that  belong  to  the 
peculiar  objects  of  God’s  love,  might  be  affirmed  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  Jewifb  nation  * ;  and  while  1  fee,  by 
fad  effe£ts,  that  it  is  quite  otherwife,  I,  as  a  Chriftiari, 
who  dare  not  lie,  declare  with  all  the  fblemnity  of  a 
religious  oath,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  in  his  fight  and  prefence,  who  fearcbet  the  reins  and 
hearts,  and  wilt  give  to  every  one  according  to  tbeir 
works,  {Rev.  ii.  23.)  that  what  I  am  going  to  fay,  is 
ftridly  and  unfeignetlly  true,  without  the  leaft  hypo- 
crify  or  deceit,  ill-will,  or  prejudice  againft  mine 
own  countrymen  ;  but,  io  all  tendernefe  to  them,  and 
faithfolnefs  to  my  apoftolic  office  :  My  own  confcience 
like  wife,  as  enlightened,  dire&ed,  and  fan£tified  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  is  to  me  inftead  of  a  thoufand  witndfcs 
of  my  fincerity  therein  *  and  I  appeal,  for  the  truth  of 
this,  to  that  divine  Spirit,  who  fearches  all  things, yea, 
the  deep  things  qf  God,  (1  Cor.  ii.  io.) 

2  1  in  this  folemn  manner  profefs,  that  T  am  ex¬ 
tremely  dtftreflVd,  and  always  feel  the  bittereft  agonies 
in  my  foul,  which  are  as  uiarp  as  the  pangs  of  a  wo¬ 
man  in  travail,  (•*»«■)  whenever  1  think  or  fpeak  of  the 
awful  and  deplorable  condition  of  the  generality  of  the 
Jews  on  account  of  their  unbelief. 

3  For  as  Mojes,  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  concern  and 
aJFeftton  for  the  JJraelitet ,  and  of  his  zeal  for  the  glory 
of  God,  prayed,  (Excd,  xxxii.  32.)  that  he  might  be 
blotted  out  of  the  book  ef  the  livings  and  out  of  the  re- 
gijler  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  (£z«L  xiii.  9.)  rather  than 
their  fin  fhould  not  be  forgiven  :  So  I,  with  the  like 
temper  of  fpirit,  could  freely  fubmit  to  the  greatdl 
felt-denials  and  fufterings  that  can  be  endured  without 
fin,  for  their  Ihlvation.  If,  through  tbeir  unreafonable 
prejudices  again  ft  me,  my  reputation  in  the  church  of 
Chrift  is  the  occafion  of  their  being  offended  at  me,  to 
their  own  perdition  j  1  could  be  williug,  for.  their  re- 


N  ° 

*  It  u  vitb  an  admirable  fpirit  and 
dreft  that  the  apoftfc  Jure  vent*  the  grief  of 
his  own  heart,  to  ibften  thtf  prejudices  tif  his 
countrymen  againlt  him*  in  tKU  melting  and 
pathetic  introduction  to  the  auful  and  tre¬ 
mendous  things  tliat  he  wa*  yumj  /ky 
concerning  them,  and  that  could  not  hut  l>c 
very  diftaftetul  to  them,  who  fcr.cv  not  how 


T  Re¬ 


covery 


to  bear  the  thought  of  any  diftnuriiifhirg  f> 
vouh  being  O' cu  n  to  the  Gaaiiti*  eJpcviaUy 
to  the  exeluGon  of  any,  much  more  of  the 
generality  of  their  own  natii.q ;  but  fondl* 
imagined,  that  all  the  blrfUiig*  of  the  i- 
fiah’s  kingdom  \ttvt  to  th:  cu.htly  coined 
IQ  themich**. 
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frsmk  Chtift,  for  covery,  to  be  deemed  and  treated  as  an  exconfmunica- 
tc^  P*^00*  «"“)  to  the  lob  of  all  the  external 

h;  to  1  be  Sdb:  privileges  of  the  covenant,  and  of  communion  with  the 
faints  on  earth,  and  of  life  itfeif ;  and  to  be  accounted, 
according  to  their  defamations  of  me,  as  the  filth  of 
the  world,  and  off ~f enuring  of  all  things,  and  as  a  fellow 
not  fit  to  live ,  (t  Cor.  iv.  13.  and  A&sxxii.  23.)  Tea, 
were  it  lawful,  and  could  it  avail  to  the  falvation  of 
fitch  raft  multitudes  whom  I  have  a  natural  affeftion 


for  j  raethinks,  I  bould  even  be  contented  to  be  cot  off 
from  the  delights  of  prefent  communion  with  Chrift  *, 
for  the  fake  of  my  brethren  of  the  JeviiJb  nation  and 
religion,  and  mine  own  countrymen,  to  whom  1  am 
fo  nearly  related,  as  a  native  Jew,  in  natural,  civil, 
and  religious  bonds ;  and  whom  God  bimfejf  has  fo 
highly  dignified  and  djflmguifhed  with  eminent  tokens 
4  Wl»  m  If-  *"s  for  many  ages  part  ;  as  for  inftance, 

ndiieii  to  whom  4  They  are  the  defeendents  of  the  renowned  Jacoht 
prii'txeik  the  a-  wham  God  himfelf  furnamed  Jfraelt  to  keep  an  ho- 
uoutahle  memorial  of  the  power  of  his  faith  in  prayer, 
Ctii,  sad  the  by  which  he,  as  a  princet  prevailed  with  God  lot  a  blefi. 
ftmgoftheitw,  ling,  (Gen.  xxxii,  28.)  And,  anfwetaUe  to  the  emi- 
aitJ  the  fcrvi^/  nence  of  their  parentage,  they  have  been  diflingoiflied 
*  with  exceeding  great  and  valuable  privileges,  as  the  on¬ 
ly  vifihlc  church  and  favourites  of  heaven  ;  info  much 
that  they  have  heen  nationally  taken  into  God’s  family, 
who  publicly  owned,  and  dealt  with  them,  in  his  ex¬ 
ternal  difpenfations,  at  bis  fonst  and  his  firfi~homt 
(Exod.  iv.  22,  23.  and  Jer.  xxxi.  9,  20.)  and  fome  of 
whom  he  made  his  children  by  a  fpiritual  adoption,  and 
by  internal  efficacious  grace  :  And  they  accordingly  had 
the  temple,  the  ark,  and  the  mercy-feat,  the  Shechina% 
and  other  vifible  tokens  and  emblems  of  his  peculiar 
and  gracious  prefence  among  them,  which  was  their 
glory.  (1  Sam.  iv.  21,  22.  and  P/al.  lxxx.  1.)  Godalfo 
entered  into  a  covenant  with  them  for  temporal  and 
fpiritual  bleffings,  in  various  repetitions  and  admini- 
ftratlons  of  it  f,  which  he  firfk  made  with  Abraham^ 


NOTE. 


(Gen. 


*  It  is  poffible,  that  the  apofUe's  Ujvt  anti 
ml  might  rile  to  fo  high  a  rtr?.inT  as  is  cx- 
prdfcd  in  the  paraphr&lc :  But  I  can  ic&rce 
ihjnk  that  he  cither  hwfuIJ  v  might,  or  could 
|o  far,  as  to  with  himfelf  eternally  fepa- 
niiri  from  Chrift,  for  the  like  of  an y  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  yrtuf, 

f  T  take  the  here  mentioned,  la 

relate  molt  immediately  to  the  covenant  taadc 
uith  which,  on  account  of  its  va- 

rbus  articles  iud  promulgations,  U  flikd^  in 


the  plural  number  the  btft  which 

are  indeed  only  lo  many  explications  and  en¬ 
largements  of  that  original  covenant  which 
God  made  with  him  when  ho  £rft  called 
him,  and  laid,  (Gen.  xli.  i,  3.)  / wtU  make 
pf  thee  a  grt'tf  ttdtbrt>  and  f  wilt  biffs  /if tf,— * 
and  thcufb&l*  be  a  bttffinf  $  old  in  thee*  pall 
all  tie  families  of  tht  ttrrlt  be  blejfcd-  And  1 
clinic  to  confine  my  thought*  to  Abraham  * 
covenant,  tliat  we  may  die  better  dtftinguifli 
i£  from  the  Uvi  ;  though  that  was  dtlircrel 

In 


Ch.  iz. 


4*4 

Gady  ind  I  he 
promlTe* ; 


S  Whofe  m 
the  father*.  aod 
of  whom,  at  con¬ 
cerning  the  ftcfr, 
thrift  canser  who 
ifi  over  all  God 
hldlid 


Tie  EptJUe  t s  the  K ouaks  paraphrafid* 

(Gen*  xii.  2,  3,  and  xvii.  7,  &c.)  and  afterwards  re¬ 
peated  to  IfaaCy  and  to  Jacoby  (chap,  xxvu  3*  4.  and 
xxviii.  13,  14.)  and*  kft  of  all,  to  the  whole  church  of 
J/rarlt  (Jixod*  xxxiii.  t*  Deut*  xniU  15.  and  six,  5*  6,) 
and  he  committed  to  them  his  holy  oracles,  (/£gto.  tin  2.) 
when  at  mount  iSr^di  he  delivered  to  them  the  moral 
law,  which  is  of  efernal  obligation,  which  he  wrote, 
by  a  hiper  natural  operation,  on  two  tables  of  (lone, 
{Deut*  ix*  10.  and  x.  1,— j»)  and  which  contained  a 
clear  and  comprehenfive  fummary  of  the  Jaw  of  nature, 
after  it  had  been  greatly  obliterated  in  the  heart  of 
man  by  the  fall ;  and  to  this  he  added,  byfpecial  com¬ 
mandment  to  Aiofes,  the  judicial  Jaw,  relating  to  their 
civil  a  {fairs,  as  a  nation  under  his  own  immediate  go¬ 
vernment:  lie  alfo  gave  them  the  ceremonial  law,  re¬ 
lating  to  their  religious  concerns,  and  containing  typi¬ 
cal  ordinances  of  divine  woifhip,  (*  Aar/™}  to  be  ob- 
ferved  by  them  as  a  churchy  ( Exod *  chap,  xxjv,  &c.) 
And  to  this  £maj-difpen Cation  ±  he  annexed  many  pro- 
mi  fes  of  his  being  with  them,  and  owning  them  for 
his  people,  while  they  fhould  continue  to  walk  in  his 
fbtutes,  and  to  keep  nis  judgments;  and  promifes  of 
his  never  calling  them  off,  unlefs  for  their  final  ob- 
fttnacy,  impenitence,  and  unbelief,  (Exod.  xxiii.  vtr. 
20,  to  the  end;  and  Dcut*  dap*  xxi.) 

5  In  line,  to  crown  all,  This  prefers  generation  of 
the  Jews  are  the  pofterity,  not  only  of  Jacoby  from 
whofe  moil  honourable  name  they  are  called  l/raclitcs^ 
(ven  4.)  but  alfo  of  Abraham  t  Jj'aacf  and  David)  and 
many  other  eminent  and  holy  men:  And  from  them 
the  prom i fed  MtiTtah  himfejf  defeended  in  his  human 
birth,  in  fo  much  that,  as  far  as  relates  co  his  affumed 
nature,  he  was  properly  their  feed,  of  Jcivifb  extract ; 
even  he,  who,  in  his  original  nature,  is  in  the  ftricleft 
notion  of  deity ,  God  infinitely  peddled  of  all  pofiible 
bleflednefc,  beyond  all  that  is,  or  can  be  enjoyed  by 
any  mere  creature  whatsoever;  and  who  is  exalted,  in 
his  own  being  and  perfections,  above  all  bkjfing  and 
praifot  [Rd.  ix*  5-)  and  is  abfolutcly  worthy  of  the 
higheft  adorations  of  faiino  and  angels,  invariably,  and 

for 

T  R. 

t  This  fenfe  of  fie  *r*#*fft  bmp*  up  a  pr**- 

1 ■  rt.*  1  x  .  j  .  J  _ 


K  0 

irt  the  form  of  a  covenant  at  mount  but 
could  not  rii&finuithe  core-cant  made  ulth 
Abr&lmxy  (Gat.  ii;*  1  t»)  and  in  <UJt  ingulf)]  rt 
from  ihc pwmifrs,  both  of  which  ftre  mm* 
tiered  in  the  dox  of  this  m:h  :  [  have  ac- 

oirilingly  given  iii'jh  a  Ron:  of  Jut  h  w  and 
the  primsfriy  as  may  not  inttt  it  iv  with  fhe 
things  contained  in  the  C6va:*i:tst  which,  by 
all  the  exjmfiiori  I  Live  aw  U'o  ir.uji 
confounded. 


-  — - h\  ±  '.H  -  *  ■  -  T  ■  ---  ' 

finnee  of  God  \  w:d  Is  Rems  hot  to  fufe  \:x 

dcfijrn  of  obvi-ittnjr  the  o^jrcrj:>;i, 
V'T.  as  thnitjL  liOwuit;  of  The  rc»r£tw:i  < : 
the  tinhdievi:^  fiif  wt-rJ  cj 

luhs*  m  rjffii* 


Cb.  ix« 


The  Epifile  to  the  Romans  paraphrased* 


4<Sj 


ifcffeJ  to  crer.  for  ever,  as  having,  in  that  view  of  him,  no  God  a* 
Mlb  bove  him  * :  In  teftimony  of  which,  and  of  our  deltas 

that  he  may  be  honoured  accordingly,  we,  who  believe, 
heartily  fay,  'Amen  .*  And  may  all,  that  hear,  join  tbeir 
amen  with  ours ! 


6  N«  u  tho* 
the  «ord  of  God 
hrh  taken  none 
dfift*  For  they 
w  not  ill  IfracL 
vhxh  m  of  If* 
ml: 


j  Neither,  be* 
elute  ihey  are  the 
f«d 


6  Bat  though  the  greateft  part  of  the  Jew  of  thi$ 

age  are  in  a  deplorable  condition*  through  their  own 
unbelief*  which*  as  I  have  (aid*  (wr,  2.)  mores  my 
tendered  grief  and  companion  for  them;  yet  we  are 
not  to  imagine*  as  fome  may  fuppofe,  on  account  of 
their  great  external  privileges*  {ver*  4,  5,)  that  the  ca* 
venant  of  promifesj  which  God  made  with  their  fa* 
there*  and  their  feed,  is  difan nulled,  or  has  failed  of  its 
accompHlhments  f  :  For  all  the  natural  offspring  of 
C9b3  who*  as,  fiich*  belong  to  the  nation  and  viftble 
church  of  are  not  the  true  IfracHtttf  m  God*a 

account*  that  are  intcreded  in  the  faving  hleffings  of 
the  covenant*  according  to  his  intent  and  meaning  in  its 
indefinite  promita,  which  had  a  peculiar  relation  to* 
and  were  to  have  their  accomplishment  in*  the  fpirttual 
feed  of  Abraham^  of  what  nation  foever  they  be*  as  has 
been  oSfervtd.  [chap*  iv«  16*  17,  18,) 

7  Nor  are  the  Jcws^  in  a  faving  and  fpi ritual  man* 
ner*  the  children  of  God*  merely  becaufe  they  are  de¬ 
fter!  dents  of  the  faithful  Abraham^  as  their  father  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  flefli  But  the  proimfe*  in  ks  mod  pe¬ 
culiar  and  beneficial  defign*  belonged  to  thofe  only  of 

his 


M  O  - 

*  Over  ail*  Meffed  fir  mr,  is  mani- 
frftly  a.  dricription  of  Chriit  in  bis  dhhe  na- 
trnr,  by  way  of  antithesis  to,  or  in  diftiue- 
i»n  from,  the  defeription  of  him  in  the 
former  part  of  this  vitfe,  in  his  human  na¬ 
ture ;  and  not  a  deferiptwn  of  his  office- 
ft&tr,  in  diftinltion  from  his  prrfin^  ab- 
ftnrtly  coofidered :  For  his  office-power  wi & 
given  him,  as  Cod-man,  in  b&b  nztnncsf 
nhrros  his  being  called  -God  over  aUy  bltffitd 
fir  rocT)  is  a  ddcription  of  him  only  as  to 
ext  future  in  dilHnftton  from  the  other* 
And  here  tfrft  ehaiaftcrs  that  lire  peculiar  to 
doty,  and  aferibed  U>  God  abjblufefy,  and  lo 
God  the  Father  purtfc*l*rty%  arc  united  in 
thrift ;  one  is  (bat  of  ovtry  dr  sieve  j//, 
(£^.  iv.  tf.)  and  the  other  is  that  of  bkjkd 
fi rever,  (fow  i,  %$*  and  *Ccr.  xi.  ji.jTni* 
thcrlore  is  as  high  aud  (trang  an  attestation 
to  the  proper  fupremc  divinity  of  Chrift,  a- 
bove  which  there  is  no  other  deity,  as  word* 
na  well  ciprtfs.  And  it  feems  to  me,  that 
r.athiiig  can  be  a  more  forced  con  ft  motion  of 
the  word*,  or  mole  foreign  to  the  ^pottle's 
drikn  of  pouring  out  the  mournful  Jenfc  of 
hU  hart  for  the  Jrnr.%  tktti  to  make  chi* 

Vo l*  in,  t  g 


r  e  Sv 

etaufe  k  doxology  to  Cod  the  Father  as  tome 
would  luve  it*  (See  tins  text  further  ex¬ 
plained  and  vindicated  in  ittv  fir mnr;s  Lpo:i 
it,  mtitlttl  y*fsit  Cbrifi  GeJ-ASaa,  pi.£,  %&t) 
f  As  what  the  aportle  here  wftm  upon, 
in  vindication  of  God’s  chiding  ibnic  i'nd  rc- 
jefting  others,  feems  to  hate  taken  h*  r:fc 
and  occafion  fmnt  chap-  viis,  i3,  uhc:c  h*z 
had /poke  of  them  thnr  were  crAphuticaify' 
the  called,  according  ft  God's  ;  fo  the 

way  in  which  he  hV«,  and  in  the  next  veno, 
fets  oot  and  goes  on  with  that  d^flgn,  by 
diftin^uifhmf  between  one  and  aoothef  foit 
of  IfretHte*)  and  feed  of  Ahahjtat  currit's  a 
ftrong  intimation,  that  be  do«f  not  esnfixe 
bb  view  to  what  Is  merely  national  and  a  xUt- 
ualy  but  rather  begins  with  9  perfirnti  diJHtx* 
which  was  made  in  tli«  purp  ft  of  God 
bttwen  the  ber.eving  and  uabelUvtng  Jctp# 
them  ftf to,  with  regard  to  /bv&f,  to^ctlter 
with  extcnul  privileges;  and  lb  coven  ly  ami 
gradually  advances  to  the  national  radian  of 
tlie  7jtwj,  and  calling  of  the  GetdiUs  3n  tKlr 
Head,  till  he  comes  mole  openly,  dlrc^ty, 
and  eonftnedly  to  infift  upon  that  pc-hit  at 
thap-  xi*  1 1,  Sec  the  note  there, 

S 


466 

foe d  of  Akr> 
ham,  are  thr  all 
clitldrirn :  but  in 
Iftat  iKnll  thjr 
feed  be  cilkd, 


S  That  U,  They 
which  are  tilt 
children  of  die 
flrlh,  rhcfc*rr  not 
the  children  of 
Cod ;  bar  ttie 
chiH^rn  of  the 
pron  i  liV  arceou  n  t- 
cd  for  the  feed* 


j>  hV*r  this  h 
the  word  of  pro- 
mdc ,  At  this 
time  will  fcome, 
and  Sarah.  I  hall 

Lave  a  loa. 
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his  race  that  are  partakers  of  his  faith,  and  walk  in 
his  fteps,  (chap.  iv.  ri,  I2,};  as  was  intimated  in  a  ty¬ 
pical  rfiftin&ion  which  was  made  between  one  fort  of 
Abraham*  &  feed  and  another,  when,  upon  God’s  ma¬ 
king  his  covenant  with  him  and  his  feed,  he  faid,  (Gen* 
xxi*  I?.)  In  Ifaac  jbatl  thy  feed  he  called  *  that  is,  not 
from  the  loins  of  Ifbmaet ,  thy  fon  by/f agar  the  bond- 
woman  ^  but  from  Ifutc ,  whom  Sarah  the  free-woman 
has  bore  to  thee,  (Cat.  iv*  22-)  (hail  thy  children  be 
called  to  partake  of  fpiritual,  internal,  and  everlafttngr 
as  well  as  of  temporal  and  outward  benefits,  according 
to  my  promife*  (Gen.  xvii,  7,  8-) 

8  The  true  meaning  of  this  is,  that  as  Ijbmacly  the 
fon  of  JTngary  a  young  woman,  was  born  in  her  tee¬ 
ming  age,  according  to  the  ufuai  courfeof  nature,  with4' 
out  any  extraordinary  interpoGtion  of  God  j  and  Ifaac 
was  born  of  Sarah,  who  through  faith  received ftrength 
to  conceive  feed,  (Heb*  xi,  it.)  by  a  miraculous  influ¬ 
ence  according  to,  and  in  virtue  of,  the  promife^  (GaL 
fvt  23.)  after  flic  was  part  age,  and,  though  fo  long 
married,  never  had  conceived  before:  So  they  who,  as 
typified  by  Ifbmaci,  arc  only  Abrahanfs  feed  according 
to  the  flclht  and  glory  in  tbeir  privilege  of  having  him 
for  their  father,  (John  viiL  33,  39-)  who  alfo  put  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  flefh,  and  feek  to  be  juftified  by  fome- 
thing  of  their  own  ;  thefe  are  not  the  children  of  God 
by  fpecial  and1  effectual  grace,  whom  he  deGgns  for  glo¬ 
ry,  ( chap *  viii,  ry*) ;  but  they  who,, as  typified  by  Ifaacf 
are  begotten  to  God  by  his  own  almighty  power,  and 
fnvereign  will,  according  to,  and  by  means  of  his  word, 
(Jam.  i.  18*)  without  any  regard  to  merit  or  worthi¬ 
ng  fs  in  them  ;  or  mho  arc  horn >  wt  of  blood,  nor  of  the 
’wilt  if  the  flfby  nor  cf  the  mill  of  man,  but  f  God, 
(John  i»  13*)  and  who  lay  hoM  by  faith  on  the  promife 
of  falvation  thro*  Jefus  Chrift  \  thefe  are  to  be  reckon¬ 
ed  rhe  true  fpiritual  feed  of  Abraham,  who  are  bltfled 
ivith  him,  (Gah  Hr-  9*)  and  m  whom  the  promife  made 
to  him  and  his  feed  is  fulfilled,  in  a  peculiar  maimer  as 
it  was  in  Ifaac . 

9  For  thus  the  promife  runs,  (Gen*  xviii,  10*)  which 
limited  the  blefling  to  one  fort  of  Abral?a*n*s  feed,  to- 
the  exclusion  of  the  other,  and  by  virtue  of  which  Sg- 
rah  became  the  mother  of  Ifaac  y  even  now,  without 
delay,  not  with  Handing  all  the  impofiihilides  that  may 
feera  to  lye  againft  it,  f  wilfcome  in  the  grant  of  my 
mercy,  and  by  a  ftipcpnatural  operation  of  my  provi¬ 
dence,  to  enable  your  wife  Sarah  to  conceive  a  fon ; 
and,  according  to  the  ufuai  time  from  conception  to  the 

birth , 


Cb.  &* 
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birth,  about  nine  months  hence,  (he  {hall  certainly  bfl 
delivered :  And  fa  God  made  a  fofrreign  diflin&ion  be* 
tween  IJbmaei  and  If  a  at ^  as  types  and  famples  of  what . 
he  would  do  between  others  of  Abraham7  s  po (ferity* 

10  And  not  10  And  this  drtyinfiion  was  made,  not  only  between 
tbln Rcbccta^  immediate  offspring  of  Abraham?  which,  perhaps, 

&  had  contrived  ma?  hgg^ft  was  owing  to  Ifbmae?%  being  the  ion 
hr  one,  even  by  of  an  Egyptian  bondswoman,  and  more  perverfe  in  hid 
wfuhBri&w;  temper  than  Ifaact  who  was  miraculoufly  bom  of  the 
free-woman,  (Gen*  xiu  9,  to<) ;  but  there  was  after* 
ivards,  in  the  next  defeent  from  Abraham  by  Sarah  her* 
felf,  a  further  limitation,  which  couM  be  aferibed  to  no 
moral  diffe ranee  relating  to  the  fjbje&E  themftlvcs ;  and 
that  was  when  Rebdcca%  Ifaaf%  wife,  was  with  child  of 
two  Tons,  which  Ihe  bad  by  one  Concepcion,  and  which 
were  begotten  by  one  man,  even  ffaact  her  hulband, 
who  was  the  progenitor  of  the  whole  nation  of  the  If- 
raeliUsi  Though  thefe  children  were  the  immediate 
fruit  of  the  bodies  of  the  fame  father  and  mother,  and 
were  in  all  circumftances  alike;  yet  God  alfo  made  an 
early  and  fovercign  diftm£t:on  even  between  them?  ao 
cording  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will* 
h  (Tot  the  u  For,  while  thefe  infants  lay  alike  together  in  the 
womb  *j  both  of  them  indeed  fbapen  in  iniquity  >  and 
Wing  done  any  toncemtd  in  fint  (Pfal*  Ji.  5,)  and  incapable,  as  all  man* 
good  or  «il»  that  kind  are  fince  the  fa!!*  effacing  born  righteous  and  ho- 
ty*  (JW  iiv.  4.  and  xi*.  4 .)  yet  before  either  of  them 
to tleOtgn,  might  was  brought  forth  into  the  world,  and  confequer.tly  be- 
ihad,  not  of  fore  they  bad,  or  could  have  done  any  a£t  of  a  msral  na- 
wor  ture  In  their  own  perfons  f,  whether  good  or  bad,  to 
engage  God  to  regard  one  more  than  the  other  :  Even 
then  he  declared  that  he  had  made,  and  would  make  a 
difference,  in  preferring  one  to  the  other,  (,**)  to  the 

end 


N  O  ' 

*  tltfttgh  to  fhew  that  thtft  vas  no  nio- 
ttlditfercnce  between  thd<  children,  to  move 
Cod  tochflfe  theone  rather  than  the  other,  but 
dwrtit  proceeded  from  the  mere  gbod  picture 
gf  his  will,  it  U  laid  that  neither  of  them  had 

actually  and  personally  done  any  fpctfd  or  0 
Til,  in  confidenttion  of  which  God  had  di£ 
tutgntfhed  one  from  the  other  in  his  kind  re* 
yards ;  yet  this  rather  fappofes  than  denies, 
that  they  were  equally  involved  In  the  guilt 
and  depravity  of  original  Jin,  which  was  00m* 
num  to  them,  w  it  is  to  all  the  feed  of  the 
firft  fallen  cotrmnt-head  :  And  without  ft p- 
bofing  this  concerning  them,  as  wdl  as  others, 
it  is  nocafy  matter  to  account  for  what  is  im¬ 
mediately  afterwards  ft>d,  with  reference 
hereunto,  (w.  13, — iS*  about  God's  batitig 

K/ui,  end  having  mertj  cni  Cfrvfmjjkn  <m 

■wArw  he  -will  beve  mere*  tmd  eiutp ;  or 
t?  dear  his  rigUc^frafs*  Viid  make  die  in* 


?  £  S. 

dance  of  Pberari  pertinent  to  the  argntfrent 
in  hand :  Fot  GodTs  haired*  tntrey,  and  r^n- 
paftt&tt*  miiH  have  ftene  relation 'to  fie  and 
In&eiy,  in  the  objects  of  them ;  and  rig&tt- 
wftitfi  or  ttJifighUQitfaefi  in  God  has  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  his  dealing  with  men  on  account  of 
jS a  .*  Accordingly,  in  the  winding  itp  of  the 
argument,  the  apoftie  confidcr*  Iht  tf 
watb)  as  tndvrtd  with  m eh  toH^/uffcnug^  a ,nd 
prepared  for  deflmftkm  by  the  fin  which 
God  finds  in  them  ;  ind  ihevtffc/s  of  xttreyf 
as  prepared  by  his  cvn  tar&wvg  <**/  rt*w- 
iMtirdctt  according  to  kts  eternal  ddigti  in 
which  lie  hid  them  out  for  dory,  that  Wj 
purptfe  according  to  tteffion  mgh  jlanL 

f  Here  is  <t  Aniug  intimation  the 

pre-cxi Hence  of  Wls,  which,  oti  that  ftppo- 
fition,  might  iiavr  done  either  good  01'  evil, 
before  they  were  born  into  this  worltL 
G  g  * 
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wcrks,  !;«t  of  cn(]  that  hi$  eternal  purpofe  might  he  unchangeably  efta- 
iua  (bainlltth,)  ^lifted  anrf  fulfilled,  according  to  his  own  free  choice 
of  one  of' them*  rather  than  of  the  other :  Not  as  tho*  he 
was  moved  thereunto  by  a  con  fi  deration  of  any  good 
works  •  that  he  forefaw  one  of  them  would  dr*,  rather 
than  the  other  i  for  this,  in  effect*  would  have  been  the 
fame  thing  as  if  they  had  been  already  performed ;  and 
had  it  depended  on  their  own  will,  it  mull  have  been 
uncertain,  whether  God's  choice  would  Hand  firm,  or 
not :  But,  to  prevent  its  being  defeated  by  the  corrup¬ 
tion  and  ficklenefs  of  the  creature,  it  is  ait  elefHon  of 
grace,  {chap.  xi.  5.)  which  proceeded  from  the  mete 
good  will  and  pleafure  of  God  t»  who  fffe&ually  calht 
according  to  his  purpofe.  {Chap,  vui,  28.) 

12  As 


T  cannot  fee  to'  what  end  the  apoftle 
fhciiM  mention  tfwir  Living  done  neither 
|ouh1  nor  evil,  antecedent  to  :hc  purpofe  uf 
Ood  about:  them,  ami  thmupon  add,  that 
it  w a*  uot  of  t wrk$t  unlc]*  jicdctigrted  to  t  x- 
clude  ill  pud  works  [unfit  n,  us  well  as  so 
t  Malta  performed,  from  being  the  raufc  of 
i.»od  *  yrj  mUs  pui'poie  concerning  one,  fa* 
t(lT  ^  L*hcr  of  ibem,  fmee  the  piir-- 
iMejf  waf  antecedent  tci  the  txiMtier*  of 
Lhcm  ;  An d  to  fnpprtc  ocherwiic, 
on Itl  tie  not  ctrify  ff>  make  the  purpfi  xuord- 
iV /s  pnajnun^  irtfhid  of  iinn  and 

Ihblc,  as  depending  on  die  |  devious  uncer- 
t4in  Jive  M-jii  of  the  creature,  and  on  Lhe 
Iver  er3kT  r*  God,  which  afonc  An  make 'he 
promt  ted  ;uher;tanoc  fart  fa  all  the  feed,  (dup. 
*v.  )  hut  it would  ho  lik  twite  lncunftflent 

v.  ;tls  ihc  Scribing  it*  in  the  next 

\vonl:j(  entirely  to  &m  that  t  ;\Hcth ;  and  it 
vritxi  hr  dirc£;ly  cem;Txry  to  what  he  after* 
’i*::rdr  ^;;ers,  in  hippo*!,  of  fib  arg;ir,aciitrby 
lutreiiu^tiir  God*  as  ikying  to  Alt/et,  fvetr 
»s-)  J  vtit  Lit*  wr*j  9n  «n»w  lutl It  bovt 
wcr,y,  atzd  f  v;fl  have  cene*.>Jk*  pa  vftom  J 
triu  htre  &n;p,Tffi$c ;  and  by  drawinE’thcin-* 
J  row  thence,  (vc»\  1 5.)  Sc  then,  it  it 
kc:  of  him  ui.it  ~ofUU  lb,  nor  of  him  that  runneth  t 
hiJ  of  God  ihett  jbeweitt  utrreji  N«r  would  this 
hip:iohtu>n  Lave  any  room  for  the  oHtUvjni 
;.re  raii»:dt  {ver*  14,  1^,)  apHiift  what 
t  v  d ;■■*♦} :*c  !';‘,d  fjid  on  ibis  head,  or  comport 
v  :Lh  his  unfwers  to  thm  in  the  vcrlcs  there 
following, 

+  Here  is,  I  think*  a  plain-  reference  to 
w-h^t  d>e  ajudtc  had-tiild ,  chay.  viii.  iB,— 3** 
abont  cnlfiKj  pt^rlbos,  Aw&rAng&m 

jxrfifii  and  tUrifyin^  tbcm3  wfom  At  prcdff- 
ti/yicd  jy  (rifled.  That  items  to  br  the  foot 
of,  and  to  have  given  rife  14  the  prdent  dif 
courtc ;  and  as  the  rc/ifag  there  intended  was 
an  s  fefhitt  one,  unto  a  tmrridpathm  of  fpiri* 
tuJ  and 'VtcrnsJ  ULflin^s,  {lie  the  note  there) 
the  wpnitie'*  ment^minr  this,  as  wdl  a stit 
firmer  uili.aiict  of  IfiuCt  cau  iiutdly  Le  taken 


T  E  So 

in  a  juft  and  pertinent  light,  without  eonfi* 
dcring  it  as  an  exemplifi cation  of  what  tic 
there  fo  doriy  exprdlcd  :  And  ther*(W  it 
appears  to  me,  that  his  defifn  in  allcdgin^ 
tlian  was,  not  merely  to  reprefent  God'i 
pnrpole  os  taking  place ,  Mtording  to  dccliun, 
with  rdpetft  to  the  exuruat  privileges  of  the 
lofpd,  to  which  he  had  cho&n  and  called 
vbolt  action; ,  and  bodies  of  men,  and  pini- 
cnbdy  the  Gentiles  \  hot  lik^wife  with 
to  fiiiwz  and  ftrrtd  bcncOiS,  to  wtiich  lie 
had  chole  certain  perfini  not  of  fach-  bodns. 
According^  wy  find  that  he  {peaks  ofa  if- 
tinpiltbii^  choice,  and  fcparatLin  pf  ib/ne 
from  among  die  ^enciai  bodies  of  bothrjnvr 
andCwfi^,  ver*  ti,  y,  S,  ^4,  if,  itf,  17-  and 
of  a  gi-febnt  rfcftion  0/  a  rttHjtant,  lo  the  ob- 
tainiji|  of  iaivatioir,  out  of  the  body  of  that 
anlirnt  people  whom  God  had  d>4cn  Lo 
external  pmtlcpes,  chap,  xL  4,  s*  And  then, 
haring  gradixdiy  led  the  mv  ?#>  H,  in  whit 
he  hiul  fold  about  the  feverrigmy  of  dirirc 
grace,  in  its  actings  toward  multitudes  of 
both  Jcwj  and  GcatiL'tt  he  proceeds,  at  the 
j  ith  ver  e  of  that  chapter,  to  dUcoiuic  mtm. 
dir  rtf  it  about  the  tiathnal  rejection  of  ihtJtWy 
and  calling  wf  the  Gra/ita,  {{fee  the  note  there.) 
*ilic  want  of  a  dae  attention  to  t hde  things, 
and  to-  w'hat  has  been  obferved  m  the  note  or, 
ver.  dr  about  the  way  of  the  apolKt’s  enter¬ 
ing  00  this  djfcourlc,  by  dilfinguilUiug  be¬ 
tween  the  natural  and  fpmtvut  Ifr&tfiles^  snd 
rhildren  of  Abraham t  lis,  I  doubt  not,  mil* 
lad  many  expofitors-to  make  the  argument  in 
this  ninth  chapter  one  and  the  dne  with  that 
of  the  tlrventk:  And)tia  late  pamiJind, 
who  carneftly  contend  x  for  that  tchcmc,  alb 
US,  that  the  tttvmh  chapter,  relating  rv  the 
fictional  mcdioii,  is  proplictic  of  wWt  the  a* 
pettie  rorefaw  would  foon  be,  h»»t  was  rv>t 
yet  e  fe&,  tht  what  the  apodle  infills  on  i.i 
this  ilupier7  pUinty  relates  to  fail-i  Lba* 
were  already  adtuylly  iwuc  Li>  pais  4t 
of  his  feiiticg* 
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it  It  was  faiil 
onto  her*  The 
elffcr  frail  ferve 
fta  younger* 


13  As  it  is 
written  t  Jacob 
Jure  I  bred,  hot 
F.fau  have  1  h  ti¬ 
ed. 


12  As  a  fpecimen  and  evidence  of  this,  when  Rt- 
beccay  the  mother  of  thefe  twins,  was  quick  wirh  child, 
and  felt  them  ftrtiggling  in  an  uncommon  manner  wHh* 
in  her,  {Gen*  xsv*  21,  23.)  (he  fought  the  Lord  to  know 
the  meaning  of  it,  and  received  for  aitfacr,  that  the 
beads  of  two  nations,  which  were  typical  of  two  forte 
of  feed,  viz*  the  children  of  the  jtijbt  and  the  children 
of  the promt/e^  (ver.  8*)  were  m  her  womb  5  and  that  he 
had  determined,  of  his  own  good  plcafnre,  that,  con¬ 
trary  to  human  ways  of  judging,  the  younger  would  bz 
preferred  to  the  elder  *  \  in  token  of  which,  the  fon  of 
whom  fhe  would  firft  be  delivered,  fliould  be  a  fe.Ydnt 
to  the  other,  who  Jhould  be  born  raft  of  the  (wo. 

13  And  we  have  a  Further  teftimony,  that  may  be 
accommodated  to  this  purpofe,  as  it  is  recorded  in  Ala* 
lathi  1.  2*  3.  where  God  fays,  I  have  fet  my  love  upon 
Jacobin  a  free  and  eternal  chniceof  him  tor  myfelf,  that 
I  might  recover  him  from  aH  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  and 
give  him  the  fpiritual,  as  well  as  temporal  bldTmgs  of 
the  firft-born;  But  I,  who  have  a  right  to  place,  or 
withrhoid  my  undeferved  kinditcfs  as  I  pteafe,  have  deter¬ 
mined  to  leave  Efaut  among  many  others  of  the  spoliate 
finful  race  of  mankind,  whom  I  juftly  abhor,  as  fuch,  to 
the  free  choice  of  hie  own  will,  that  he  may  walk  in 
the  way  of  his  own  heart  t  :  1  will  not  favour  him  with 

my 

NOTES. 


*  The  tlJer'i  prying  ihcpttHgtr  uus  fiilfil- 
1  ^Hn  j  fpirituaf  and  injjhcz!  ienft  iu  their 
pfijbui ,  when  the  birthright  and  the 
spiritual  billing:;  pertaining  to  it  were  Xrnnf- 
t erred  from  tlfka  t.u  Jacob  \  when  Kfat*  was 
cut  off  from  God**  covenant,  and  Jaw?  ran- 
tanK.il  in  it ;  and  when  Efim  Inffc*  and  Ja~ 
got  the  promtic  of  Cwda,  tfcit  eminent 
/ype  of  the  Wvcnly  hdieriiaacc  :  Arul  fa 
Rfiut&  bang  doomed  to  ftr/hude  was 
a  badge  of  the  curfr  njwn  him*  Gen*  m*  ifi, 
-iff*  and  U,  *5.  Jtfct'z  title  to  the  pro-Tri&xi 
tand  was  on  enblcm  of  hU  being  inrollixtln 
f,r  j rtrierct  ajftmhhj  amt  church  if  ike 
evrt  which  arc  svriite*  in  heaven  t  (Hcb.  tii* 
a  3.}  Arul  ir  was  like-vile  fulfilled  in  a  fi * 
teral  frnlv*  in  their  reipt*£eo  diihut  p^/tc- 
t:Iv>  when  In  aftcr-ajj^es  the  Jfraeli:ts7  that 
dtfojndrd  from  ficeh,  lubducd  the  Edomites 
that  of  f/jajHW,  i  Sam.  viii.  14.  and 
%  Chrif*t-  xx/.  1 1,  Hi  But  the  eoyenanwi^lit 
t*>  ah  *Vlc  n'as  primarily  made  over  to  Jatob 
kimiidf,  Gc*.  xxvii.  37, 

|  It  U  pleaded  by  that  God’*  living 
Jjcoh,  aacl  hating  Ffau,  did  nor  relpeil  ihesa 
ferfah/tllf,  but  only  rtf ir  and  had 

n  vebrion  not  to  their  i,/rr*W>  but  only  their 
;etxpw<tt  f’ nicer n$  i  m»d  that  U  i,  3* 

:tom  whence  thefe  words  arc  ^iwvd,  retire- 


fern*  it  in  this  light.  But,  as  I  apprehend* 
(hat  the  fulycfl  of  the  apofllc^  flifrour&>  -jit 
along  in  the  preceding  ehaptcr3  is  about 
n\l  and  fnn^  bene  ft**  aud  he  begins  this 
chapier  with  a  hmciration,  that  the 
part  of  the  fevs  were  not  rjfeftttaify  cs’tc.!,  it 
(eems  ^congruous  to  fuppofe,  that  when  he 
ttxnc*  to  aerount  forties,  by  (hewiiiij  tliet 
God  had  chofen  and  fd!cd  tonic  t  an* l  ryjetl- 
ed  others  of  :lu:  natural  iccrl  of 
vtr,  6.  7.  and  proerv^U  to  I>y  the 

diiHii^tion  th^t  was  made  iHrEucnt  one  ^nd 
snoilitrot-  Ahntbam**  and  of  f*coh*s  hnote- 
d’ute  olf-tprirgj  he  fec*d  eniirviy  dr^p  the 
eon  filler  lion  «f  fpir.tXi!  md  ctrraal 
and  confine  Idi  thought  to  thofc  that  were 

only  cxtfrttai  and  tcm^rr'i\  and  yetthsit*  alter 
all  1I1E-,  in  winding  op  his  argument*  ver*  i:4 
1 3.  he  'hflidd  apply  it  tortr  ve/tch  of  wrath 
filed  fir  JcJiruftiMi  and  to  the  vffch  of  mer¬ 
cy,  -?bich  Gw/  kad  *fon e  prepared  unto  jf h*j  - 
And  we»e  we  to  TTjlrdin  I  he  apnftle  s  tente  of 
God1?  fozti&f  Jacob*  a Kd  haunjt  Kfau,  to  wha^ 
is  fitd  in  btaljct*  about  his  hifirtf  F,^up* 
UWifrfffiiif  aud  heritage  vath  fir  the  jfrtgW  ttf 
tke  wittier #ejst  U  would  be  fb  foreign  the 
apoflk's  deJ*gnT  that  it  would  not  come  up  to 
ih  much  os  au  in  (lance  of  any  TvJijtiotis  pru 
vih'^cs  at  Jl,  though  but  of  an  external  na* 

tore. 
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f*  mat  Dial  l 
xtc  far  then  l  It 

there  Dnri  ghf  eo  u  f- 

fttrfs  with  God  ! 
pod  forbid. 


i  j  Toche  faith 
to  Mofct,  [  *311 
have  m?n.y  on 
whom  I  will  have 
mercy*  and  1  will 
have  eompaftioD 
on  whom  I  will 
have  compiifljoo* 


ray  recovering  and  raving  mercy,  as  I  do  tbe  objects  of 
my  fpecial  love. 

14  If  this  be  God’s  fovereign  wiy  of  making  fuch  a 
wide  difference*  in  his  original  choice*  according  to  his 
good  pleafure,  between,  perfons  that  were  in  themfelves 
alike*  without  the  leaf!  regard  to  any  thing  done  per¬ 
sonally  by  themfelves,  whether  it  be  good  or  evil,  what 
(ball  we  then  think  or  lay  of  this  method  of  his  proceed¬ 
ing  *  ?  Shall  it  be  hence  inferred*  as  fome  objectors 
would  fuppofe,  that  there  is  any.  injuftice  in  the  great 
and  holy  God*  as  to  his  thoughts*  defig-ns*  and  difpen- 
fatiorts  toward  tbe  children  of  men*  in  receiving  fome, 
and  rejecting  others,  that  were  before  in  equal  cir- 
cum  fiances i  .No*  by  no  means :  (^»  ?«•"*)  Tar  be  it 
from  us  to  entertain  fuch  a  (hocking  thought*  fo  diieft- 
ly  contrary  to  his  perfections*  andVr  his  government  of 
the  church  and  world.  He  doth  injury  to  none*  in  dif- 
tributing*  or  witholding  his  free  favours  juft  as  he  plea* 
fesj  becaufe  he  is  debtor  to  none. 

15  As  to  his  Jbewing  favour  to  fome,  rather  than  o- 
thers*  that  are  equally  qndeferving  of  it,  there  can  be 
no  injuftice  in  this  j  he  having  an  undoubted  power  and 
liberty  in  himfelf  to  beftow  his  bounteous  grace*  as  Items 
good  in  his  fight:  And  the  Jews,  of  all  people*  cannot 
reafonably  objeft  again  ft  this*  if  they  attend  to  what  God 
declared  to  their  own  famous  law-giver*  with  regard  to 
his  unmerited  and  forfeited  kindnefs  to  their  fathers : 


For,  to  maintain  the  glory  of  his  prerogative  in  delay¬ 
ing  his  goodnefs,  he  faid  to  in  an  abfolute  and 

fovereign  (train,  (Exod.  xiiiii.  19.)  +  J  will  be  gracious 
to  whom  I  will  be  gracious  *  and  will  Jbev/  mercy  to  whom 
I  will jbev;  mercy,  that  is,  nay  (hewing  mercy  and  pity 
to  any  perfons  wharfoever,  is  merely  an  act  of  mine  own 
good  pleafure  ;  1  will  he  gracious  and  compaffiorate  to 
tbofe  among  the  finfal,  unworthy,  and  wretched  race 
pf  men,  to  whom  I  choofe  to  be  gracious  and  compaf- 

fionate, 


MOTES. 


Cure*  being  granted  or  denied  to  any  perfoa, 
or  hoiiy  ot  people  wliitroerif  ^  and  it  is  ob* 
fervabjc,  ilia:  [be  apoftle  does  not  zo  fb  far  in 
hi«  quotation  u  to  Like  in  th cfe  bit  wards,  in 
MakcM,  they  not  fulling  the  purport  of  this 
prc:ent  argument*  Why  then  fboold  wo  not 
under'  and  (he  paftige*  as  far  as  be  quotes  it, 
io  ari  accommodated  fcn le*  fuitable  to  the  te¬ 
nor  of  hit  difeourft,  at  figrufying  JacaJ  and 
Kfia  ptrfonally  confide  red  \  and  To  giving  us 
leading  example*  of  a  perfuriat  election  of 
to  aH  the  bleliingi  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  chapter*  and  of  God*s  parting  by 
pthei-s  i  Tma  thefe  two  perfons  are  mention  - 
fd  by  name,  and  the  event  proved,  that  Jatoh 


was  a  good  mail,  whn  was  hleiled  with  fpiv 
ritual  bkflirtgs,  ;rd  is  now  in  heaven,  Luke 
alii.  iS*  and  Ej'uu  is  fpoken  of  as  a  prvfase 
fn-fay  vsix  fiti  Ui  birthright,  and  aJl  the 
fpiritiaal,  u  well  as  lenipvnJ  bJelfipg*  per- 
tauihig  to  it,  xli.  t6t  Sec  alfo  the  lore- 
going  note  on  x xr*  u. 

*  There  would  have  been  no  octagon  or 
colour  for  this  objcflioo,  if  God's  proceed¬ 
ings  herein  bad  been  In  ctmCdtraiion  of  good 
works  forefeen  in  one,  and  of  wicfcednris  in 
the  other. 

f  This  is  cited  by  the  apoftbc  cxaAly  as  it 
ft l ltd*  In  the  HfvnimTt  which  entirely  agrees 
in  fcJi/c  whb  the  ffrfrctp* 


cb.ii* 
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donate,  for  reafons  found  in  myfelf,  and  not  in  them, 
that  I  may  have  the  entire  glory  of  it,  as  the  abfoluie 
Lord  and  difpofer  of  my  free  gifts. 

,tf  so  then  H  t6  It  therefore  **)  appears  from  hence,  that  as  it 
ij  ootofhiwthai  was  not  owing  to  Jacob's,  defiring  the  bl  effing,  and  run* 
thn^ihar”0^^  *0  prepare  venifon  for  his  father,  winch  EJau  did* 
netMmtofGod  **  well  as  he,  (Gen,  xxvii-  3,  drt\)  that  Jacob  obtained 
ihacTwttcth  mcr*  fr;  but  it  was  merely  from  God's  own  good  pleal'ine,  who 
determined  in  hie  free  mercy  10  confer  the  blclfitig  upon 
bim>  rather  than  upon  £/dtr,  and  Thereby  made  a  dif- 
tinction  between  one  and  another  of  Abraham*  $  natural 
pofterity;  (fee  the  note  and  parapbrafe  on  ver*  13.)  So 
the purpofe  of  God,  according  to  etetlion^  (yer.  ri,)  is 
not  to  be  attributed  to  any  one^aown  free  writ,  good  dif- 
petitions  and  delirea  ;  nor  is  it  to  be  uferibed  to  his  own 
diligent  endeavours  and  inquiries  after  Taxation  ;  for 
thefe  are  the  effect j,  and  not  the  caufe  of  God’s  choice, 
(l  Thfff.  vu  tj,  14.)  but  it  takes  its  original  rife  only 
from  the  fovereign  will  and  plea fu re  of  God,  who  fhews 
mercy  to  feme*  and  not  toothers,  as  feems  beft  to  him  \ 
and  who,  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  mercy,  works  in  them 
both  to  will  and  to  dop  of  bis  good  ple&fure7  (Phil,  iL  13,) 
and  makes  them  a  -wilting  people^  in  the  day  of  bis  power f 
(Pfal.  cx<  3-)  even  when  he  comes  effectually  to  call 
them  by  his  grace,  whether  they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles  : 
(ver*  24.)  and  fo  he  gives  them  the  b] effing,  though  not 
for,  yet  in  tbc  way*  and  by  means  of,  their  defiring  and 
feeling  it*  even  as  Jacob  obtained  his  father's  bidfiiig 
j  yor  fkC  *ia  E^at  waY*  {Gen*  xivii.  tS,  drc\) 
fcnpiurSihun!  \7  And  thetl»  ««  to  God1!  Ttfufing  favour  to  fame, 
Kv«n  whilft  he  extends  it  to  others,  that  were  no  more  worthy 
forthtj  fiuwepiw*  0f  it  than  they,  there  is  no  room  for  a  pretence  of  un* 
p>h:  avc  righreoufnefs  in  this ;  and  the  Jews  themfelves  ovn fl¬ 

own  it,  if  they  con  fide  r  what  i$  recorded  again  in  the 
writings  of  Mofis  ;  For  the  great  Jehovah,  \vc  find 
him  fpeaking  with  awful  nujefty  in  the  fcripturcs  of  the 
Old  Teflament,  which  were  indited  by  his  Spirit,  faid 
to  the  uotoriouUy  tyrannical  Pharaoh}  who  was  the  fame 
by  nature  with  the  reft  of  the  a  pollute  race  of  mankind, 
and  lb  was  as  utidefcrving  of  favour  as  others  *,  I  exalt¬ 
ed 

NOTE. 

*  Whatisherallcdgerf  taaquotationfrom  judgments  wMch  vr&te  ifsefllflu*]  lt>  pcchim 
U.  10.  about  Pharaoh  aj>  him  on  ihc  other-  ^rronlin^ty,  the 

for  /bis  parpye,  that  re  wight  fcew  bis  word  (TmaSffl)  Ifcntffc*,  /  gl-tv  t:fnkujb- 

h  Ai«i,  reacts,  not  to  Godrs  creating  him,  or  td  or  uhidc  tinr<  «  tyutirwr  cr  jiatuf  ;  a ad 

bringing  hirj  tmo  bciu£;  but  to  h itn&ptigHm.  h  rendered  by  the  &rfrtv  Then 

ta  the  ihr^t.c  of  E'itpS*  and  Wifa-ifff  him  htfri  ktpl  or  profit  V£tf  /  and  the  uord 
in  that  ouiutl  thtiont  fnr  jbnu  io^th  of  Jifnl  by  o^ir  apoflJc  (i^yjjrj  v^}  fiamriti,  / 
<htic,  tn  :hc  midrt  of  all  hia  crm-ltuf  and  op-  hnv  snU^  01  rd  iht  c  to  tin*  end,  vii, 

tinitioas  on  ojk  k*:ida  ted  of  the  various  Slut  Gv<i  nitEiiili  his  pyw cr  in  citem- 
•  i-Uiir 
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cd  thrt  Dp,  that  I 

JiUjjhi  thcw  my 
p^fucr  m  thee, 
and  that  my  name 
i»i«ht  he  elects 
red  ebrmighout 
ft  11  the  earth. 


cd  y^u  to  all  the  grandeur  of  the  Egyptian  throne*  and 
preferred  you  alive  for  a  conlidcrable  time  \  bearing  with 
you  in  my  long-fuffering  and  patience,  (ver,  23.)  while 
you  perGfted  in  your  obftinacy  and  cruel  outrages  a- 
gainft  my  people,  and  would  not  attend  to  the  voice  of 
my  judgments,  and  my  kinder  meflages  to  let  them  go: 
And  this  I  have  done  in  the  difpofats  of  my  Providence, 
for  this  very  end  and  purpofe,  that  I  might  the 

more  illudrioufly  difplay  my  prerogative,  and  indifpu* 
table  right  of  dealing  with  you  according  to  your  defects, 
by  memorable  ads  of  my  tremendous  power,  to  bring 
down  your  haughty  fpirit,  and.  by  performing  thofe 
mighty  works,  that  will  be  occafioned  by  your  ftubborr.- 
fiefs  and  rebellion,  till  I  (hall  utterly  deftroy  you  :  And 
as  I  have  made  all  things  far  mjfef,  yea,  even  the  vtuk- 
edfor  the  day  of  evil,  (Prov.  xvi.  4.)  fo  my  ultimate  end 
in  thefe  my  awful  difpenfations  toward  you  is, 
that  my  being,  perfections,  and  providence  may  appear 
with  folemn  glory  through  the  whole  world  *  •,  that  my 
patience  and  jollice  toward  mine  enemies,  and  my  faith* 
fulnefs,  mercy,  and  grace  toward  mine  own  people; 
and  that  my  wifdom  and  power  in  both,  and  in  making 
the  -wrath  of  man  to  pratfc  me,  and  refraining  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  it,  (Pfal,  lx  xvi.  1  o.)  may  be  confpicuoos,  and 
proclaimed  among  all  nations  of  the  earth  ;  as  well  as 
fhat  the  Egyptians  may  know  that  lam  the  Lord .  (Exod. 

six. 


jshrilp  pmvfiiinj  him  for  the  wicked nefi  which 
he  k:ic\v  Pharaah  would  commit  when  left 
t«  himielf ;  and  f0  give  3  folemn  warn¬ 
ing  to  ofhen,  Wc  may  further  obierve,  that 
it  hbs  to  Pharaoh  p^rpnal}  and  not  w  him 
>u*i  the  Egyptians*  li  ^  fobjeft s,  that  God 
I  have  rjdftd  thee  ap7  i*  foevt  my  paver 
in  flirty  See.  and  fc  it  if  a  proper  faoiplc  of 
Ctid,s  righteous  and  fovertign  dealing  wjth 
pirtnuiar  pexfhm,  whom  he  rejefts  for  their 
fms.  And  the  word  ptioer  ishcic 

vfcdr  u  it  fo  me  times  j*  jd  other  places,  !n  the 
fdDtfr  fen (c  with  another  word,  (r^urjs)  which 
liHikcwifis  rendered  j^u-rr,  but  properly  fig* 
i>ihei  aatkcriij  in  ver,  *1*  where  theapoftlc 
f^enkpof  the  puffer*  i  firmer  over  the  clay  1  and 
fo  if  denotes  the  uncoiuroulable  prerogative 
and  dominion  which  God  exerted  in  1)U  ifh 
of  power  upon  Pharaoh:  And  as  this  in- 
Oance  of  eneneifing  bis  fovereign  authority 
in  his  rightcops  dealing  wkh  Pharaoh,  is 
mentioned  in  oppofitkip  to  hu  prating  merey 
to  others,  according  to  the  good  plcafore  of 
his  will,  ver,  rtf*  fo  for  a  due  twderlTand- 
ing  of  this  palT^e,  and  making  it  a  pertinent 
anfWer  to  the  ohieftiori,  as  if  Cod  were  tt*r- 
fightem  in  his  ditFerent  way  of  proceeding 
perfons  id  i:Xc  rircumilances*  yer,  14. 


r  z  s* 

u  focois  nfeeftary  to  confer  Pharaoh  as  in 
the  fame  fallen  condition  by  pat  u  re  with 
the  reft  of  mankind,  and  lb  of  the  /aw 
JumP7  that  is  fithjt&ivclj  capable  of  being 
made  d  veJFet  uzto  bwour ,  or  uoto  $pom*rt 
as  it  n  exp  reded,  ver,  at.  Unlcf*  we  late 
U  in  this  light,  it  will  he  extremely  difficult 
to  clear  the  rightem/ne/s  of  God,  in  his  railing 
np  Pharaoh  to  Ms  dignity,  and  condnuirg 
him  in  it,  for  thrs'Verp  purpofe  that  k  might 
pm:  Air  ^aturr  in  Vhlch  ifliied  hi  hb  ut¬ 
ter  deftruftion,  and  is  "calkd  God's  ficuriur 
hh  tyrj/A,  ver.'aa* 

*  Hod’s  name  i;  declared  in  man  ifefl  at  Lofts 
of  his  glory.  We  arcordingly  find  that  4 
fong  of  praile  was  orfejed  by  A fofes  and  ff 
rati  far  the  giirioat  appeatance*  of  bit  pow¬ 
er,  which  was  ex  ere t  fed  in  a  way  of  mercy 
and  fairhftilncfs  to  them,  and  in  a  way  of 
dreadful  julitce  to  Pharaoh  and  his  holt  at  the 
red  fea,  Exod.  xt,  i,— at,  and  the  world 
rang  of  the  vengeance  nhich  he  took  iipr*i 
Pharaoh,  and  of  the  wonderful  deli vtrn nee 
which  he  wrought  for  Ipaeh  God  hereby 
became  terrible  to  Pe  hr»thenr  and  his  namo 
vas  fcwipjfl  by  tte  judgment  he  executed,  ffal* 
ix.  rtf* 
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xiv.  4.)  Now  though  God  might,  if  he  pleafed,  have 
dealt  other  wife  with  Pharaoh^  ret  as  he  is  fbvereign  Lord 
of  all,  and  doth  according  to  his  vtili  in  the  army  efkta- 
vcn  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth*  (Dan.  tv. 
35.)  who  (hail  fay  that  there  is  any  nnrighteoufoefs  in 
all  this : 

,  18  From  tbefe  inltances  therefore  (“c#  *»)  we  may  juft- 

C  ly  conclude,  that  Got!  extends  his  mercy  to  fuch  (infill 

and  uufenble  creatures  as  he  pUafes,  according  to  the 
counje!  and  determination  of  his  own  gracious  will,  as 
he  declared  to  Mofes  concerning  his  people  of  old,  (ivr. 
15.}  *  *  And  whom  he  fees  fit,  in  hts  awful  forcreignty, 
to  pafs  by,  among  the  wretched  obic&s  of  a  finful  race, 

he 


N  Q 

*  The  firmer  jjarr  of  iMje  vcrfe  has  a 
nitiuclt  reference  to  what  hud  been  mention¬ 
ed,  wr,  ij.  of  tind*£  ikying  to  /  vtll 

hawentercy  0t;  vtfam  l  vi/i  have  mercy,  4c. 
and  the  Utter  part  rtftrf  to  wh^i  I13J  been  rc- 
cifid  of  God'i  Kurils  to  ver.  17. 

And  as  the  aportle  here  (peaks  of  Goil's 
burdening  whom  fa  t w//,  ifh  anfwcr  to  an  ob- 
jtftfnn,  as  though  hewre  dnnghteot u  in  hi* 
difpea^tbni,  ver.  14-  ue  may  be  fine  the 
ajwltle  did  not  mean,  tli.it  God  iofufes,  or 
iif*  a  principle  of  hardritfit  into  any  man1* 
wtt,  or  hardens  if  by  any  poftive  aa  upon 
if:  For  that  would  be  to  make  him  the  ao* 
thor  of  fin,  and  to  charge  the  word  of  aU 
unngbtcoufods  upon  him.  But  alt  bardfirli 
of  nieiji  hearts  proceeds  oiigindty  from 
thcnJeLwF,  from  their  own  allowed  a  veriion  to 
(jod,  and  Inclination  10  fin,  as  fallen  cict- 
inres,  aod  from  their  wilfully  indulging  their 
evil  diipott lions  in  repeated  ads,  and  in  a 
continued  cufiom  of  fin  uijtg,  which  naturally 
jnticafe  the  ftupidiiy  and  aft&jifilriLityor  their 
heavts  God-wayd,.  ip  which  he  may  ri^bteoud 
lj  give  them  tip,  according  to  what  he  fMd  of 
the  idoUtroni  TJroeBtef,  {Plal.  tnii.  it,  ra.) 
My  People  le&tid  not  hearken  h  my  W*fS  W 
Iljael  would  none  of  nr :  J to  I  gave  /W  up 
rote  their  awn  /p/?j  /  and  they  wlM  14 

/iwr  lienee  (Inner s  are  often 

laid  ft  Aurden  ihemfilvei  uf  tivjf  God,  a  Chrpft, 
XJtxVt.  I  j.  NVhem*  ix,  atf,  1  Tj  JrtbiK  4* 
Jcr.  vti.  itf.  and  nix.  ij,  and  it  is  nptefaly 
tktd  three  times  over,  that  Pharaoh  hardened 
bis  mn  heart,  F.aod.vlii,  1  y*  3s,  and  ii.  34- 
Whrn  therefore  the  feripture  {peaks  of  fJod1® 
Iut  riming  any  oae*f  bean*  as  he  laid  ho 
would  the  heart  of  Pharasb,  E*od*  W  at. 
and  vii_  3,  and  *!?■  4-  we  may  learn  fr^m 
the  hiftory  of  that  cafe  how  it  is  to  be  under- 
Hood.  He  -wtth-hdd  his  fofkDing  grace 
fio«n  Pharaoh,  or  did  not  pleafc  to  give  him 
that  grace,  which,  had  God  fern  fit,  might 
hare  prevented,  or  taken  away,  the  natural 
sod  coajra&cd  harduefs  of  Ills  Uasst  but  dc- 


T  E. 

llwreJ  bin  up,  in  1  judicial  manner,  to  the 
proud,  perverfc,  #nd  wicked  inclination*  pf 
his  own  heart,  under  tlie  power  of  »hich  he 
raid,  ll'to  it  the  Lord,  that  I  fi&ttfJ  obey  hts 
met  to  let  v.i  j  And  (hi* 

i<  wha*  is  called  God**,gm*g  per  ferns  aver  ra 
a  repr abate  onu^  Ac*  ocean ft  they  &&  not  fthtt 
to  retain  £m  in  their- hwfcdge*  (Rom.  i.  X4e 
He  likewise  fuffered  SoAsa  ftill  further 
to  harden  Pharaab\  heart  by  the  'ntmemts 
imiutifig  Jbmeof  thofe  mincJ«  whltn  were 
wrought  by  Af  ofet  and  Jarpg ;  npon  which 
we  arc  told  Pharaoh*!  heart  was  hardened^  nei¬ 
ther  did  be  hearken  fa  them  at  aft,  (Bsod^  vIL 
n>)  and  Co  th*  ge&of  tint  ‘world  blinded  bis 
mind,  as  he  doth  the  madt  of  them  that  kt&ye 
est,  (a  Cor.  ir.  4.)  and  u  doth  the  man  of 
Ji#%  vrbefc  cemtTtj  is  after  ike  wrhtag  pf  Sdtdik 
with  ati  paver  end  4tn d  lying  'wonder r, 

nqdvitb  &fl  deccinealhvtfi  in  them  that  perijb, 
b&Attfe  they  receive  net  the  Cove  of  the  trnth> 
that  they  vtny  U  JhpeJ,  fa  TheJT  iL  p,  <□  ) 
tvod  furtbermore  ufed  feeb  otter^al  method* 
in  bis  Pnorldence,  as  were  good  la  them* 
ielver,  but  is  Pkaradk* %  perrerfe  heart  turned 
into  occa&ous  of  hardening  iffcU  yet  more 
and  more  x  (iith  as  Ood'$  Jo  fia *  Mmoving 
ilcTtnl  of  hil  Judgments,  *ud  fi  hug  for* 
bearing  to  execute  the  fierccnefs  of  hi*  wrath 
upon  him.  Accordingly*,  as  fooo  u  the  frog# 
died,  it  is  cxpieftly  law,  when  Pharaoh  Caw 
that  there  was  itfpiie,  he  Hardened  hishcart, 
rlii,  ty.  and  when  tUt  fwarm  of  Jket 
was  remowd  31  one  time,  and  the  thunder  end 
hM  ceiled  at  another,  we  arc  loid,  that  Pba- 
moh  hardened  hot  heart  ^  and  fused  yet  mrre^r 
(Exod.  vliL  31,  3s.  and  ix.  34.)  and  To,  af 
the  wife  man  obfertn,  (EedeC  viit*  ti.) 
B~tatfe /entente  agmnft  tm  evil  wrk  is  not  exe¬ 
cuted  jpeedftji  therefore  the  heart  of  the  fans  of 
wen  t$  filh  fet  in  theta  to  da  evil  %  or,  as  im 
apelHefpeak^of  /on*et'(knm*iu  4,  sO  They 
deftife  the  rkbes  af  God's  gosJnep*  and  fee- 
and  kng-fufferhi^y  not  (mranng  that 
the  of  G?J  leads  idem  t?  rtftxut*e*  e 
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whom  he  uiH 
wot*,  and 
vhom  Jm  "in  ill  he 
hiftlaicth* 


>9  Thou  writ 
me. 

Why  d  r4  h  he 
yet  6™1  hnk  ? 
for  trlio  hath  re' 

fitted  hu  #ift  ? 


10  Nay  hut, 
O  man,  who  art 
thou  that  tepheft 
jgfinft  God  ? 

fluil 


he  leaves  to  the  natural  and  chofen  ohftinaey,  ftuptdity, 
and  rebellion  of  their  own  hearts  and  upon  their  wit. 
fully  perilling  therein,  againft  warnings,  cautions,  and 
patient  trials,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  Pharaoh^  (ver.  i  f.)  ne, 
at  length,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  delivers  them  up 
to  a  judicial  hard  nets,  as  the  rcfult  and  defert  of  their 
own  imperious  and  unbridled  pafEons,  and  of  the  devil’s 
power  over  them,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  depra¬ 
vity  of  nature,  difpofes,  and  determines  them  to  turn 
all  God’s  difpenfations,  even  of  mercy  and  long-fu  (fet¬ 
ing  toward  them,  into  occafions  of  the  mod  refolutc  and 
unrelenting  obftinacy  againft  him. 

19  One  or  ocher  of  you,  perhaps,  may  be  ready  to 
objcCt  yet  further  againft  the  fivereignty  of  God,  in  be¬ 
llowing  bis  fpcciat,  djftinguilhing,  and  preventing  grace 
on  Tome,  and  witholding  it  from  others  \  and  may  lay 
to  me.  Why  i6  he  offended  at,  and  why  doth  he  reprove, 
threaten,  and  condemn  any  of  his  creatures  for  their 
obftinacy  and  bardnefs  of  heart,  as  he  doth  in  the  ferip- 
ture  ?  Can  this  be  right  and  reafouable  ?  For  fincc  he 
has  refoJved  to  let  Tome  tinners  take  their  own  courfc 
without  controul,  who  arooag  them  all  bas  fo  ftood  up 
againft  him,  as  to  hinder,  or  defeat  his  determinaricn 
about  them?  what' room  therefore  has  he  ftill  to  com* 
plain  of,  and  accufe  them  i  (r<  ,t< 

20  But  durft  any  of  yon  indeed  venture  to  call  fucS 
a  bold  reflection  on  God’s  fovereign,  wife,  and  holy 
dirpenfations?  O  contemptible,  forry,  worthlefs  man, 
who  hall  rational  faculties,  and  art  accountable  to  the 
great  God,  and  art  as  nothing  before  him,  yea,  who, 
as  a  fallen  creature,  deierveft  no  good,  but  all  evil  a: 
hand,  Think  how  in  foie  nt  and  faucy  it  is,  for  fuch  an 
one  as  thou  art,  to  talk  at  tbis  daring  rate,  not  barely 
againft  my  reafonings,  but  againft  the  great  God  him- 
1'elf,  and  againft  his  own  exprefs  declarations,  which  1 
have  been  reciting,  ( ver .  15,  17.)  and  which  the 

who  are  the  chief  objectors  on  this  head,  null  own  to 
be  of  divine  authority,  whatever  they  think  of  me* 
Who  art  thou,  poor  mufhroom  of  the  earth,  and  guilty 

wretch 


NOTE. 

hit*  accirdiag  to  th&r  harjitrfi$  en&mpmt&t  pleasure  to  doin£  Ms  will,  10  oppof;!ra:i  ?n 
hearty  trrofarc  v p  w  tbemfelvft  wrath  ngatnjl  God  t  Nor  in  relieving  them  in  OSH  refs,  *i.J 
the  day  of  wrath,  azti  tht  rertlutitm  of  the  rtgb-  ftxtrcifiog  grot  long- fo  faring,  patience ,  * 

rrmt  judgment  of  Gut, - No#  furclt,  ihcft  forbeirancc  tovAnl  them,  under  Mjh  |V'?w 

etn  be  no  unrighttcnju£f\  in  any  of  tlwfe  divine  fttions,  before  he  bring*  utter  u:>- 

difpeoUtinr^s ;  NVit  in  God's  91th *hoJ ding  on  them.  And  theretWc  ill  the  fauii  lye*  ;o 
the  grace  which  he  is  under  no  obligation  10  the  hardened  firmer  himiclf;  and  lb 
give;  Not  in  hie  delivering  men  up  to  the  God  is  concerned  in  hardening,  it  is  in  jum 
evil  way  of  ihrir  own  ebufing :  Not  in  hi*  a  negative  md  holy  manner,  as  flu;*-*  that 
fniTmnjj  Satan  to  blind  and  harden  them  there  is  no  unrrghteoufocft  in  it,  nut  *ny 
that  have  Lifted  into  bis  ftnricc,  and  take  juft  ground  of  complaint. 
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fall  the  thing 
formed  laf  to 
bin  that  formed 
;;^Yhy  haft  tbou 
oais  me  thus  ? 


ti  Hath  not 
tiu  potter  power 
of"  ?be  cter,  of 
tbr  iame  Jump,  to 
out  veflel 
yaio  honour,  and 
VAiher  unto  dii* 
foaour  ? 


ix  ITiatii Cod* 
wiling  io  ftew 
bis 


wretch  before  God  i  or  what  doft  thou  vainly  imagine 
thyfclf  to  be,  that  thou  Ihouldeft  ever  prefuroeto  arraign 
the  awful  Majdly  of  heaven  at  thy  bar,  to' call  him  to 
an  account,  and  pafs  fuch  a  repoachful  cenfure  on  bis 
proceedings  ?  What !  (hall  man,  whom  God  made  up * 
right ,  hut  who  bat  fought  out  many  inventions,  (Eccicf. 
vii.  29.)  pretend  to  quarrel  with  his  Maker?  Shall  he, 
who  is  under  a  forfeiture,  and  has  thrown  himfclf  in* 
to  the  hands  of  juflicc  by  fin,  contend  with  the  offend- 
cd  God,  faying  *,  Why  hail  thou  dealt  more  ftri&ly 
with  me  than  with  Tome  others  that  were  in  like  cir¬ 
cuit)  fiances  with  myfeif?  Ah!  What  fhocking language 
is  this  to  the  infinitely  holy  and  blefled  Goa  himfclf! 
Wo  to  him,  that  xhxmfirrueth  with  bit  Maher  :  Let  the 
potjherd  Jirive  with  the  petfherds  of  the  earth :  Shall  the 
clay  fay  to  him  that  fafhioneth  it,  What  makejt  thou,  t 
(lib.  xlv.  9.) 

at  As  clay  is,  in  itfelf,  naturally  capable  of  recei¬ 
ving  different  forms  for  anfwering  divers  purpofes,  has 
not  a  mailer  potter,  its  foie  proprietor,  fuch  an  abfolute 
power  and  authority  over  it,  that  he  may  take 

one  parcel  of  it,  and  form  it  into  one  fort  of  veflel  for 
the  more  honourable  ufc  of  tbe  dining-room  and  par¬ 
lour;  and  may  take  another  part  of  the  very  fame  mats, 
and  lhape  it  into  another  fort  of  veflel,  for  the  meaner 
and  more  contemptible  ufe  of  the  kitchen  and  fcullery, 
jull  as  he  fees  fit  and  proper,  without  doing  the  lea  ft 
injury  to  it?  How  much  more  then  mult  the  fupreme 
Lord,  Creator,  and  proprietor  of  all,  have  an  abfolute 
right  and  authority  to  difpofe  of  his  creatures  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  manner,  and  for  different  purpofes,  as  belt  plea- 
fes  him,  without  being  obliged  to  give  them  the  reafons 
of  it,  and  without  tbe  lead'  injury  to  any  of  them  ; 
finer  they  arc  all  alike  corrupt  by  nature,  and  fo  alike 
capable  of  being  made  to  firve  different  ufes  for  his 
glory,  either  in  their  own  tuideferved  honour  and  blef, 
fednefs,  or  deferred  fhame  and  contempt? 

22  Suppofe  then  that  God,  having  a  defign  to  dif- 
phy  the  awful  glory  of  bis  righteous  foyercignty,  and 

oreadful 


NOTH. 


i  Tint  tills  paffagd,  Why  baft  that  mwlf  their  own  bents,  snd  having  mercy  ttpoo  o* 
pt  dxtt :  is  to  be  uajctftood,  noc  with  tela*  then  ;  end  of  bis  miking  fbme  veftiis  0/ 
lion  to  God’s  (rating  man.  but  to  his  SJpea-  ■urnt.'b,  SJ*i  others  vcfflh  c f  mercy.  Acford- 
pfcsi  towaids  Ii) m ,  anil  dilpabb  of  Hm  for  ingly  it  is  iliullnted  ta  the  neat  verle,  by  the 
hippintfs  or  mil  (My,  in  <on<e(|Uence  of  the  power  of  a  potter  over  the  clay,  which  in  its 
[il!,  appears  front  the  whole  current  of  the  own  nature  was  antecedently  fit  to  be  formed 
preceding  and  following  context,  which  into  different  ihapes,  and  for  different  ofei, 
fpaks,  unt  of  Cod's  bringing  perlbns  into  Some  of  the  more  noble,  and  other*  of  (he 
(caj,  hut  nf  his  giving  ibroe  up,  in  Ids  aw-  mote  iguebie  kirni. 
foliighiepalheJ*,  to  the  wilful  hardnefc  of 
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Alt  vnrfi,  and  to 
nkc  bis  power 
bwwn,  endgrrd 
vkh  modi  Vmg- 
<hfi«i«£  the  veC* 

ft!*  Of  wratb  fit- 

ndtodcftrartbu^ 


tj  Ami  that 
ht  might  make 
tno«n  the  riehej 
-of  hie  elory  on 
Jhcvtftfjof  mer- 
c?t  which  he  had 
•fore  prepared 
jinto  glory  ! 

a*  Eren  ns 
whom  he  hath 
calk'd,  not  of  i  he 
Jcwri  only,  but 
of  tbp  (Jen- 

late. 


dreadful  power,  in  proper  time  and  f tafon,  upon  obfti- 
natc  and  impenitent  fioners;  and  fuppofe,  that  to  make 
this  the  mote  confptcuous  and  unexceptionable}  when 
the  day  of  reckoning  fhall  come,  he  for  a  great  while, 
in  his  abundant  patience  and  long-fuflfcrtng,  bore  with 
them,  and  deferred  taking  vengeance  upon  them,  who 
by  their  own  iniquity  and  hardnefs  of  heart  were  be¬ 
come  proper  and  deferving  obje&s  of  bis  wrath,'  and 
who,  1  ike  Pharaoh^  had  fitted  themfel  ves  for  everlafting  <fe- 
ftruftion,  and  therefore  might  have  been  plunged  into 
it  long  before :  What  objection  can  there  be  againlt 
God's  juftice  in  this?  iince,  after  all  their  abufe*  of  hit 
goodnefs  and  forbearance,  he  only  renders  to  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  due  deferts ;  as  he  did  to  Pharaoh  of 
oid,  {ver.  17.)  and  as  he  will  do  to  the  unbelieving 
Jews  of  this  day,  that  (hall  continue  to  rejeCt  Chrilt 
and  his  gofpei  to  their  own  perdition. 

23,  24  And  fuppofe  that  God  has  taken  this  courfe 
with  them,  to  recommend  and  enhance  his  diltinguilb- 
ing  grace  toothers,  who  were  bp  nature  children  tf 
wrath  as  well  as  they,  (Eph.  ii.  3.)  and  that  he  has  »!- 
fo,  in  his  great  long-fuffering,  bore  with  bis  own  elect, 
in  the  days  of  their  unregcneracy,  (<«)  to  the  end  that 
he  might  take  a  proper  opportunity  for  manifefting  and 
ilhiftrating  the  endcaiing  riches  of  his  glorious  grace  in 
the  fixation  of  the  ohje£h  of  his  mercy,  whom  he,  in 
his  eternal  purpofe  and  choice,  laid  out  beforehand  for 
bleflednefs,  and  glory  *,  and  whom  be  fits  for  that  hap¬ 
py  and  holy  Hate,  in  due  rime,  by  his  renewing  and 
fancHfying  Spirit,  before  he  advances  them  to  it ;  doth 
he  hereby  do  any  wrong  to  others?  Has  he  not  a  liber¬ 
ty  in  himfelf,  of  thus  extending  his  free  mercy  to  their, 
of  what  nation  foevet  they  be  ;  as  be  has  done  even  to 
us,  whom  he  has  effectually  called  by  his  grace,  accor¬ 
ding  to  bis  eternal  purpofe,  {chap,  viii,  28.)  not  only 
from  among  the  Jews,  nor  with  a  limitation,  as  for¬ 
merly,  to  them  ;  but  from  amoug  the  .C entiles  alio  : 


NOTES. 

*  Jt  :*oMVry*Met  ileapfiftk,  fptak-  ing  of  particular  peHbns  to  eternal  life,  n^i 
ing  of  the  vcffels  tf  ww*  in  the  fortgoing  of  both  thole  bodies  of  people  which 
verk,  lifts  a  verb,  calling  them  vtjfets  had  cho&n  and  called  to  the  ejuvm.d  p’i- 
vf  weth*  fitted  it  dtfirufUm  l  vilegc*  of  the  gofpet t'viz*  the  Jtv*&  frft, 

Eue  fpeaking  of  the  -wfcclsyf  mcnjt  be  uf«  and  afterwards  theCrurf/rr :  For  tht  body  i? 
an  a&ivt  verb,  faying  Tvbich  h ^  vis*  God  the  Jewt  tWcthit  rejected  Chrift  by  unit 
Jbdf  afire  prepared  uxto  ginrj  j  lief,  Dwell  at  rhofcihat  received  him  by  f > 
one  intimating  what  tht  (inner  is  fitted  for  were  external!/  called,  or;  a*  a  modern  writ* 
by  his  own  inanity ;  and  the  other,  what  would  kive  it,  iniuted  before,  and  as  rnuth  - 
God  him-filf  d^h  upon  him  in  a  way  of  prt-  the  Gtatiics*  And  this  may  be  confute  «l : 
paration  for  defigned  hsppinefs.  a  proper  key  to  the  preceding  diftourft ; 

f  Nrt&f  the  Jews  tnU,  but  Gtntilcs  may  iatUfy  us,  that  the opnftledM  not  fcst- 
itew*  that  hero  a  chiding  and  call-  fpcak  merely  of  ihc  rejeftiooot  the 
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TheGe,  of  whatever  nation  they  be,  are  the  tree  feed 
of  Abraham)  and  children  of  the  promife  beforememiori- 
ed.  ( ver ,  7,  8.) 

1;  At  he  f#i A  And  that  God  defigned  to  call  a  people  from  a- 

in  OlVt,  1  mong  the  Gentile  if  and  make  them  the  ip;  ritual  feed  of 
w 'evSidTJm  dbraham,  under  thegofpel-ftate,  appears  from  OMTdf- 
JTt  my  peoples  tameur-prophccies  ;  as  fur  initancc,  lie  fays,  in  Hof.  ii. 
w.i  h«  beloved  23.  not  only  with  refpeft  to  the  ten  tribes  that  had 
Wb«d*M  1101  off  from  his  covenant,  but  likenife  with  refpect 

to  the  Gentile  nations  among  whom  they  were  featured, 
and  who  never  had  been  taken  into  his  gracious  covenant, 
/  will  call  them;  or  fay  tmto  them,  Thou  art  my  people 
which  were  not  my  people  \  and  they  fball  fay,  Thou  art 
my  God-,  and  I  will  call  her  beloved  which  w.u  not  be¬ 
loved,  or  /  will  have  mercy  upon  her  that  had  not  ob¬ 
tained  mercy  \  that  is,  I  will  take  them  into  my  cove¬ 
nant,  and  make  them  my  people,  in  due  fc.ifon,  to  ferve 
and  glorify  me  here,  and  enjoy  ms  for  ever;  and  1  will 
deal  with  them,  and  own  them  as  fuch ;  and  will  en¬ 
able  them  to  avouch  me  for  their  God  who  before  did 
not  Hand  in  that  fpectal  relation  to  me,  but  were  utter 
Grangers  to  the  covenant  of  promifes  :  And  I  will  ihew 
diitmguifhiug  compaQioti,  and  loving  kin nnefs  to  them, 
in  the  moll  effectual  manner,  to  make  them  partakers 
of  all  the  bleiGngs  of  grace  and  glory,  who  never  before 
had  found  laving  mercy,  as  the  objects  of  my  peculiar 

oimetop^/W,1  *6  And  in  another  paffage  of  the  fame  prophet  it  is 
in  the  place  laid,  [Hof.  i.  10*)  It  fball  come  to  pafs ,  that  in  the  place 
*tlCTe  t!,WM  '?  where  it  was  fatd  unto  them.  Ye  are  not  my  people;  there 
I/v°isot  mv  fball  they  be  called  the  children  of  the  living  God ;  or  there- 
j>le ;  there  flull  it  Jball  he  / aid  unto  them.  Ye  are  the  Jons  of  the  living  Gcd\ 
Thi  cMlii t^at  ***  The  l*roc  *s  coming  when  in  thofe  very  places 

fee  living  God.  and 

N  O  T  E. 

CiBing  of  the  Gtntiks  in  general;  tat  of  God’s  lion  to  the  cpiftlt  to  the  f  feta-tri,}  How*. 
Chatting  the  rtrhe*  of  bn  free  grace  In  ferine  ver,  that  the  words  of  this  proplteey  had  a 
wtafti  he  pkifed  among  the  G  entiles  t  *1  weft  reference  to  the  btstbot  rtJiimi  theai&ivtt, 
at  whilft,  in  his  tremendous  rigbteouf-  and  was  to  hive  Its  nx.ro  imtocoioccompUlh* 
Jicl\  he  atauduned  the  bulb  of  his  once  fe-  incot  la  God's  eLcl  <*t tihem,  m«]r  ht 
vaurltc  people,  for  their  oMtinacy  and  unta*  concluded »  not  only  from  riic  (irons  icnns  in 
Iwfj  and.  in  his  abundant  mercy,  had  a  pc-  which  thqr  are  rsiprciled,  as  applicjt>le  in 
cutar  regard  to  multitudes  of  GtnfrU  finneri.  thrir  frtleft  ienlc  to  the  Gently i;  but  prio- 
Mi  indeed  from  the  context  in  J to*  pally  from  our  infpired  epmllt1*  quoting 
fin,  *nd  from  what  the  apoflle  Pftrr  writes  to  them,  as  prophecies  of  the  calling  of  iome  *«. 
ihc  bdicr'iHg  that  mu  featured  mongthe  G faith i,  as  well  asjrtw;  and  ft 

lUwghwi  Pontus,  Galatia,  Cappadocia,  A-  lie  keeps  up  his  view  towards  the  fphuml 
%  and  Sythinia,  that  rh*{j  proplitrici  had  children  of  rnnHt^h  faith  in  Clirili* 

a'refpcdl  to  the  fUH  of  God*  which  fttoold  accerditig  to  the  of  ulut  rati  mi  foever 

he  called  among  the  its  tribes  nf  i  Pet.  they  he,  in  oj;pulitft:i  10  the  t  lil.tr  tf  fa 
i  r,  1,  and  ii- 13  But  fume  have  thought  fifjht  that  were  only  the  natural  (U-  c-.odenu 
that  the  a[wftle  Peter's  epiflle  wrote  to  o f  A:mhdtnt  which  he  had  mentioned,  vct- 
GW/cChriflfens,  that  wert  teat'ened  through  i:  n:i  ILfca  t.  *r»d  U, 

provinces :  (Sec  Mr  frcnVs  inmdiic- 
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IT  E&tU  alfo 
crfeth  concerning 
Knel,  Though 
the  number  of 
the  children  of 
Jfad  be  as  the 
land  of  the  fa,  a 
remnant  (ball  be 
JhccL 


it  For  be  will 
finifli  the  work, 
and 


and  countries,  where  it  has  been  laid  to  the  inhabitant* 
thereof,  for  many  ages  together,  Ye  are  not  a  people  in 
covenant  with  me  ;  there  fhall  they  he  brought  into  the 
number  of  the  children  of  the  only  living  and  true  God} 
they  (hall  be  called  to  the  faith  and  fcHuwQup  of  the 
gofpcl,  and  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  that  belong  to 
the  adoption  of  fons  j  God  will  not  be  afhamed  to  be 
called  their  God,  and  they,  in  the  furprifing  riches  of 
his  grace,  fliall  be  received  into  his  family* 

2J  As  God  in  thefe  pafiages  fpeaks  of  his  intended 
favour  toward  fmners  of  the  Gentiles  ;  fo  it  is  plain  from 
other  prophecies,  that,  under  the  gofpeUdifpenfation,  he 
purpofed  e(Fe£fuaiiy  to  call  feme,  though,  comparative* 
ly,  but  few  of  the  jfour;  and  to  rcjedl  the  reft  of  them 
for  their  unbelief ;  as  particularly  from  the  prophecy  of  . 
1/aiab >  who  ( chap .  x*  22*)  fpeaking  in  rhe  concern  of 
his  own  foul,  about  the  feed  of  Abraham  t  according  to 
the  flefti,  and  lifting  up  his  voice  to  engage  attention, 
for  the  alarming  of  fome,  and  encouraging  of  others  a- 
mong  them,  faidf,  Though  the  number  of  the  children 
of  Ifratl  hy  natural  birth,  and  external  privileges,  be 
fuch  a  vaft  multitude,  that,  as  the  promife  to  Abrak  a 
ciprefled  it  in  a  proverbial  way,  {Gen*  xxii*  17*)  they  are 
paft  account,  like  rhe  fands  on  the  fta-fliore  *  yet,  out 
of  this  innumerable  company,  it  is  but  a  remnant  accord* 
ing  to  the  cUElion  of  grotty  (Kora,  xi.  5.)  very  few  of 
them  comparatively  fp  caking,  whom  God  has  referred 
for  himfelf,  that  fhall  be  made  partakers  of  that  fixa¬ 
tion  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  with  eternal  glory. 

28  That  thefe  were  to  be  but  a  fmalt  remnant ,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  reft  of  the  IfraeUtcsy  further  appears  from 
whar  the  fame  evangelical  prophet  immediately  adds, 
faying,  ( I/a >  x.  22j  J  God  will  finifti  the  at- 


n  />  : 

'  f  Here,  and  in  the  iSth  and  verfa, 
th«  apofHe  <jaow  two  prophecies  of  Ifahb) 
to  prove  hit  point,  with  relation  to  the  chu- 
ling  and  calling  of  a  few,  and  rejecting  tta 
reft  of  the  ymj  and  here  i>  cvidoiLly  a 
chnfingof  fume  to  fatvatio*'  out  of  the  body 
of  the  Jews,  thai  x wen  chofcn  to  txftnwipti* 
wlfcti ,  and  10  be  the  people  of  God,  vinbly 
in  covenant  with  him,  aft  preference  to  ail  o- 
thcr  nations  of  the  earth. 

(  Thu  part  of  Ifawh' j  prophecy  is  recited 
according  to  tU  Sevtnttt  which  is  mnch  tbe 
Amo  in  icnft  with  the  fii&tcw  j  and  though 
thi)  prophecy,  and  that  which  follow*  an  the 
next  verfe,  fam  to.  have  had  an  iromedhte 
reference,  one  to  the  prtftmtton  of  a  rera- 
nun  of  the  Jrttj  from  deftruftion  hy  the  Af~ 
and  the  other  by  Jferor  and  Pikas ; 


yet  as  they  were  typieel  of  God'*  eleft  among 
ibe  Jrwj,  that  fbtnjld  be  faveil  with  an  nrr* 
lading  tlwrion  through  fai-h  in  Chrift,  un¬ 
der  the  gofpel-ftatc ;  fo  Ehe  a|>oftlc  conifers 
thofc  words,  as  to  have  a  further  uxojnp! if b* 
ment  in  gpfpei-days;  other  wife  f  cannot  fee 
how  they  could  be  at  ail  to  hispurpoie.  And 
it  is  ofctervcd  by  fevreal  critics,  that  the  ea- 
prdfions.  He  -will  finjh  tke  mrkw  and  ms^c  j 
fiortTvcrkf  are  mmphorical,  uktn 

from  upon  the  balancing  of  which, 

and  catling  off  one  part  from  the  other,  ti  c 
remainder  it  but  >  fma!(  fun*.  Arooidingltf 
the  word  (xsyfr)  here  nfed  lignifies,  and  h 
often  rendered*  en  eccmni,  as  in  AUs  *ix*40. 

xit,  u.  and  feveral  other  places :  Aad 
fb  liere,  and  in  the  following  veriei.  the  a- 
poftk  gives  a  bine  of  the  r.epVea/  rejeftion  of 
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itel  cut  if  fhnrt 

in  righceoufaeftt 


hctitiie  a  fta on 
v  >rk  will  the 
i.ord  mike  opoo 
tht  earth. 


19 

lims 


And  el 
fbld  be- 


hid  left  tis  a  feed, 
tir  had  been  as 
PuJufTiJ^nd  been 
mult  like  no  to 
Como  nil  a. 


count  which  he  has  laid  in  his  eternal  purpofe  with 
regard  tb  the  calling  of  hU  cleft  among  the  Jews  in  the 
riches  of  bis  grace,  and  to  his  rejefting  the  reft  for  their 
unbelief  }  and  be  in  the  way  of  his  righteous  judgment, 
wifi  make  quick  difpatch  with  the  carnal  Ifrneiites  in  the 
decreed cotifumption,  which  he  will  biing,  like  an  over¬ 
flowing  flood,  to  take  them  away  ;  becaufe  when  the 
Lord  comes  to  caft  up  the  number  of  his  chofrn,  and  of 
others,  and  to  balance  the  account  between  them,  the 
remainder  of  the  fared  will  be  but  very  final),  in  com¬ 
panion  with  thofe  that  (hall  foon  be  ent  off  from  his  cove¬ 
nant,  and  from  the  earth,  in  the  deftruftion  of  the  re- 
fraftory  part  of  the  JewiJb  nation,  both  in  this  world 
and  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

_  29  And  this  is  (kill  further  evident  from  another  paf* 

fine,  Except  the  fage  in  Ifaloh ,  where,  in  a  former  part  of  his  prophecy, 
j,orfi  of  Sabaoih  he  (aid,  (chap.  i.  9.)  Unlefs  the  great  Lord,  ruler,  amt 
difpofer,  of  all,  who,  in  adoring  his  uncoturoulable 
authority  fays.  My  counfcl JbaUJSand,  and  /  -up iff  do  all  my 
pteafure ,  (Ifa.  xlvi.  10);  unlefs  he  had,  in  the  riches  of 
bis  free  and  fovereigo  grace,  referved  to  us  a  fpiritual 
feed,  whom  he  has  made  the  objefts  of  his  fpem]  love} 
and  who,  for  number,  fhould  be  but  as  the  feed,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  innumerable  grains  of  corn  in  tbe  har- 
veft:  Had  be  not,  1  fay,  been  fo  gracious,  as  to  fecure 
a  remnant,  fuchr  is  our  linfulnefs,  unworthinefis,  and 
provocations,  that  we  fhould  have  been  utterly  dcflroy- 
ed  one  and  all  without  exception,  as  the  wicked  people 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  for  their  iniquities ;  fo  that 
it  is  really  amazing  that  any  are  faved  at  all,  rather  than 
that  the  number  of  them  (houldbe,  comparatively  fpeak- 
ing,  fo  fmall.  From  all  this  it  appears,  that  it  is  an  aft 
of  jvjlict  in  God  to  take  vengeance  on  the  objefts  of 
his  wrath,  and  an  aft  of  his  free  mercy  to  fave  the  ob¬ 
jefts  of  his  love,  of  what  nation  foever  they  be. 

What  (hall  we  then  fay  further,  to  maintain  the 
Thu  the  Gen-  fretneft  of  divine  grace,  and  clear  the  holy  God  from 
which  fol-  every  charge  of  unright etrufnefs,  in  his  fovereigo  diftri- 
iowwi  iuh  af-  butiems  of  happinefs  and  mifery  }  and  to  leave  the  re- 
tu  rghteou  without  exatfe?  Surely  nothing  more  need 

be  added -than  this.  That  though  the  poor  blind  idola¬ 
trous  heathens  were  fo  far  from  feeking  and  prefling  af¬ 
ter  rtghteoufhefs  to  eternal  life,  that  rhey  were  utterly 
•  ignorant  of  it,  and  unconcerned  about  it,  and  made  no 
pretences  to  it,  but  were  filled  with  all  manner  of  ini- 

T  £. 

the  Goittfc  1;  of  which  he  afterward* 
more  pfiinly  arid  jirufcCcJJy  coftfidcii^  chip. 


What  flutt 


N  O 

tSe  7 nvf,  in  that  the"  generality  of  them 
u'  uhl  1 1  Kjrrtl y  he  mt  off,  as  he  allb  doth,  and 
iitJ  before,  (vtr*  ijj  *0.)  of  tbe  calling  of 
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have  attained  to 
light  eoofnefs,  c* 
ten  the  righteous 
octi  which  is  of 
faith* 


31  Put  TfiacI, 
wh  ichf:  Jlo  w«(h  f- 
tcr  the  U  a-  of  rig  ft- 
tcoulhefs  *  hath 
not  attained  to 
the  inw  of  righ- 
teouibefih 


31  Wherefore? 
BccaufcfAc; 
it  not  by  faith« 
but  at  it  were  by 
the  works  of  the 
law  ; 


quity,  (cA^E/r*  i,  29,  &c*)  yet  many,  though  far  from 
the  generality,  of  theft  have  now,  under  a  fenfeofthru 
own  guilt  and  imworthinefs,  and  by  a  divine  influence, 
arrived  at  righteoufaefs  for  juttilication,  even  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chriit,  which  is  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  as 
the  objetSl  of  faith,  and  is^  received  by  faith.  (Chap*  1. 
16.)  This  (hews  that  their  falvation  is  entirely  of  grace  : 
For  as  there  was  no  fhadow  of  their  Heferving  it ;  Jb  if 
is  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  by  greet*  (Chap.  iv.  16 .) 

31  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  greateft  pan  of  the  na* 
tural  feed  of  Jacob,  who,  with  abundance  of  mifguided 
zeal,  (chap*  1.  2*)  puifutd  after  righieculncfs  to  jultifi- 
cation  by  their  own  obedience  to  the  law  of  Mofes^ihek 
have  fallen  fhort  of  their  own  end  therein  *  ;  they  have 
not  arrived  at,  or  come  up  to,  and  apprehended  a  righ- 
teoufnefs  which  anfwers  the  demands  of  the  law,  and 
is  neceifary  to  procure  their  acceptance  with  God  to  c* 
ternal  life. 

32  How,  or  whence,  comes  this  to  pafs  ?  It  is  not 
becaufe  they  were  hindered,  or  difeouraged  therein,  by 
any  fecret  and  eternal  decree  of  God  about  them,  which 
neceflitates  no  man’s  will,  and  continues  to  be  hid  from 
every  one  with  refpect  to  himfelf,  till  events  explain  it} 
hut  it  isowing  to  their  own  fin  and  unbelief;  becaufe, 
through  the  fclf-fufficiency,  pride,  and  perverfenefs  of 
their  corrupt  hearts,  they  would  not,  like  the  believing 
Gentiles »  take  the  gofpel*  way  of  fee  king  and  attaining 
the  perfect  righteoufnefs,  which  the  law  required,  in  or* 
der  to  their  being  jtiftified,  aloneihrough  faith  in  Chrift, 
who  is  the  end  of  the  Uvt  for  rightecufnefs  to  every  cne  that 
believes,  (chap,  x.  3,  4.)  But  the  carnal  Jews  who  ut¬ 
terly  rejected  Cbrift,  fought  to  obtain  righuuufuefs  tor 

juki- 


NOTE. 


•  Tbt  fair  of  righttoufirfs  frgmfies  tht  ri«h- 
ttoafiirfs  tf  the  hvt  and  11,  in  the  main,  of 
the  fame  import  with  rijrbtwtrfiefs  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  verie ;  where  the  apoftlc*  f  pea  king 
of  the  Gextilts,  only  called  it  righkoufatfi  ; 
heraule  they  were  Hungers  to  die  bw  given 
by  Mofest  though  they  had  feme' remain*  of 
the  lav  nf  mature  %  which  was  the  rule  of  ngh* 
teoufnefc  lo  them,  (chap,  ii,  r*,  if.)  fttft 
hew,  fpeaking  #f  Ifratl,  he  beautifully,  and 
ymh  great  tccuracy,  varies  the  ph  rate,  calling 
it  lb<  taw  of  rigbt&itfaffit  or  the  *igbt&t*fbcfo  of 
the  law ;  bccaufc  the  M&fik  law,  cJp^nally  in 
it*  moral  paru,  was  the  rule  of  righteoufoefs 
to  them.  And  m  repreftuting  how  thing* 
Hood  with  7r»f  and  Gtniilest  a*  to  rightemifc 
pefs  for  juniticatioit,  he  nies  Jmrii  term* 
that  were  with  an  altufion  to  ra¬ 

ters  in  one  of  tbc  Grteiax  gpmer,  lit  which. 


he  that  was  hinder mofl  porfeed,  with  -til 
fpeed  after  him  that  was  forvmoO,  to  over¬ 
take  him,  and  get  beyond  him,  that  he  might 
by  hold  on  the  priae  which  was  placed  at 
the  goal  for  the  viftor*  (See  Dr  Hammed 
on  the  place,)  Accordingly  rightcoufnii's  io 
cicml  life  U  fpoken  of  a*  tlie  prize,  which 
the  Gaatik 1  did  not  purfue,  ornm  for;  (iS-** 
tx  pq  Staxovlf)  and  yet  they  aiuifitd,  orbkl 
bold  on  it,  by  a  free  pfi  of  grace: 

And  ri|htuufneii  for  jufti ficat ion  was  ihe 
prize  which  the  Jew*  did  puffer,  or  run  feu  ; 
(ftvxvr)  and  yet,  rot  mnn'iRjr,  or  jinving 
tawjuilft  (a  Tim,  it.  fT)  in  the  way  ot  s 
appointment  for  that  purpose,  they  miftrably 
fell  (bort  of  it,  and  did  r.nt  reach,  or  come 
op  to  that  rifh:eQufmfs  which  the  Uw  re* 
quires. in  order  to  joHifk-atioii.  (*;$ 


Ch.JX. 
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kw:  for  (hey  juftification  merely  by  f,  and  for  thsir  own  obedience 
aZ^f-SlMc;  l?*  law,  which  can  never  anfwcr  that  end,  {chap. 

*  iii.  20.)  And  the  judaizing  Chriftians  were  for  joining 
A  tops  with  Chrift  ;  and  fo  fought  to  be  juftifiul,  partly 
by  the  Redeemer's'  righreoufnefs,  arid  partly  by  their 
own,  which  was  equally  impoffible,  and  was  indeed  feet- 
ing  to  be  jufttfied,  in  meafure  at  leaft,  by  the  whiIm  of 
the  law,  that  they  might  have  fomethliig  to  glory  in  be¬ 
fore  God,  {ch  ip,  iv,  3.)  For  the  carnal  Jews  took  fuch 
offence  at  Chriil,  as  utterly  to  reject  him  on  account  of 
his  mean  parentage  and  appearance,  poverty  and  cruci¬ 
fixion,  and  the  fpiritual  nature  of  his  kingdom;  and  the 
judaizing  ChrilUans,  though  they  profefied  to  believe  in 
him  as  the  Melfiah,  could  by  no  means  brook  the  thought 
of  utterly  renouncing  all  their  own  righteoufnefs  for  his, 
and  of  being  entirely  beholden  to  him  and  grace  for  juf- 
tificatinn  and  all  falvation;  and  fo  both  one  and  the  o- 
ther  ft  urn  hied  at  Chtift,  and  felt  fhorc  of  eternal  life, 
to  their  own  perdition,  like  perfens  that  are  running  a 
race,  and  meet  with  a  ftonc  in  their  way,  which,  by 
hitting  rheir  foot  againft  it  J,  makes  them  Humble  and 
fall,  to  their  own  great  hurt,  and  lofmg  the  prize. 

>3  Aii«kiirnti  33  And  this  is  no  more  than  was  I  ike  wife  foretold 
i**’  |n  a  by  the  prophet  l/aiab,  as  may  be  collegia!  from  bis 
(tumbling- Aoue,  writings,  where,  in  one  place,  (1/a.  xxviii.  16.}  *  he 
111(1  brings  in  God  the  Father,  as  faying,  Behold,  I  lay  in  Si¬ 
on  /or  a  foundation,  a  Jionc,  a  tried  jl  one,  a  precious  cor- 
ner-jfone,  a  Jure  foundation ;  that  is,  I  have  laid  the 
Mtfllah,  as  the  only  foundation  of  my  church,  that  it 


NO! 

t  The  particle  (af)  here  rendered  at  it 
is  fom«t-*ncs  and  at  others  a 

pirtidc  of  MuSnuAfaH  ;  B»t  ns  it  is  tifccuriJc 
a  [article  of/rwi/r/Wf ;  and  a*  it  appears  from 
(hccpiille  to  the  GaUHsh j,  which  was  wrote 
more  directly  to  the jzd-Jzi&g  Chriftfens,  that 
t hey,  who  did  not  pretend  wholly  to  fcgufl 
Oiriflj  were  never thddi  for  making  the 
wvrks  of  the  law  to  hear  a  part  in  juifulca- 
tfrm,  the  apodtc  tl-tros  in  th;*  putf.igc  to 
f'mge  at  then*  as  bring  \n  ibt  tame  cufe 
uirh  the  ohlfiuate  unbelieving  7^'f*  nkh 
t*>  jufliJiotUon,  in  ib  mui-n  that  Chriil 
wound  be  of  no  rifeft  to, them*  and  wmitd 
probe  them  nothing  (Gj/.  v.  4O  a:id 
ihkUvforu  I  havv  1'oMittl  the  pjriipJa'ufe  to 
1  Ac  in  both.  t 

f  Here  again  is  an  ailufion,  in  the 
ical  ftnin,  to  a  man’s  ft.  iking  his  foot  ajsiinil 
a  Hone,  or  other  ubJlacle  in  hli  vuy*  which 
octwiion*  >iis  fulling,  aiul  lotiutr  fo  much 
ground,  K  to  he  iirecovinihly  Jiftancrd  in 
hi*  nmottig  a r und  which  iWIy  wounds 
and  bniiics  hlra9  as  wt!l  as  makes  him  tafe 

Vol.,111,  f 


the  priic  he  was  ntnninf  for, 

*  Thcapnlllc  haring  proved  to  the  Jnvt 
from  lfa:ttht  ooc  of  their  own  prophets,  that 
God  had  foretold,  tliat  only  a  run  in.  it  of 
them  ilxjulci  be  eternally  Juvtut.  and  tUay,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Lord*  in  the  g-eutr.d'i  At  ins  mercy 
had  idl  them  a  flxd,  they  w.tidtl  been 
nmvenutly  dedrnyed  for  their  Iniquities,  like 
Stfom  and  Camr/-*#,  (vvi.  it,  a ?>■/  He 
here  proceed*  to  prove*  fr^iii  k\c  {.uim  pio- 
phL-r,  ihttt  C.-d  hkid  foretold  the 
which  multitudes  nf  them  ‘aouhl  Uike  at 
ChriiL  to  tWi?  o*ts  utter  conludon.  Ne¬ 
vertheless,  hU  spjulirtinin  for  this  vuriiofi,  iv 
ni;  c»f|v*flagesas  they  lye  in  order  in  the  pro^ 
piuey  o  J  ilfe^f ;  bur  it  tv.  p  pl-Ui  c*, 

widen,  enm|.ared  to^thtr,  fully  aul;*  tut 
\\ic  ie:ne  \ut  winch  he  alled^tl  them, 
they  *iu:h  ipt-ik  of  Chriil.  ill 

couiiikTiti^iis  of  him  :  One  i;f  G 
and  tmnwdinre  ddign  m  fending  him ;  and 
the  QtlKr  of  ihe  iii  ule  diat  the  perveclL 
believing  v  Ollld  mdc  o*  h-tu> 

LI  h 
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anrf  rock  of  of-  maybe  built  upon  him,  whom  I  have  tried,  and  proved, 
*wi«rth  and  hiSMy  approved  of,  and  who,  being  tried  by  thofe 
on  lu.n  thill  not  that  tfuft  in  him,  is  alfo  exceeding  dear  to  them,  as  e- 
hcalhuned.  very  way  Stand  qualified,  like  a  corner  (lone,  for  u* 
niting  feast  and  Geniiltt  in  him  and  fapporting  their 
dependencies  upon  him,  who  is  the  ftrengih,  ornament, 
and  fecurity  of  ail  that  believe  in  him  ;  and  other  fun- 
dation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  it  laid,  •which  is  Jeful 
Chrifit  (t  Cor.  iii.  n.)  But  as  the  tame  prophet  ob* 
ferves  in  another  place,  (Ifa,  viti.  14,  15.)  this  preci* 
ous  ft  one,  which  is  defigned  and  fuittd  to  this  excellent 
purpofe,  will,  through  the  pride  and  prejudices  of  the 
Jews  eventually  prove  to  be  a  Jlone  of  fumbling,  and 
rock  of  offence,  to  both  bcufet  of  Ifrael ;  and  many  among 
them  Jhall fumble,  and  fall,  and  he  broken %.  that  is,  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  various  tribes  of  ifrael ,  in  Read  of  ma¬ 
king  a  proper  ufe  of  him,  m  building  all  their  falvation 
by  faith  upon  him,  wiB  take  otfenee  at  him,  oppofe  and 
rejedl  him,  through  their  own  obRinaey  and  unbelief  $ 
and  fo  will  fall  in  fuch  a  terrible  manner,  as  to  dalh 
themfelves  to  pieces  to  their  own  confufion  and  ruin, 
like  a  man  that  wounds  himfrtf  to  death  by  running  a* 
gainft  a  rock.  And  yet  Hh®  (ball  not  defeat  the  graci¬ 
ous  defign  of  Godin  laying  Cbrift,  as  the  foundation  of 
the  church,  and  in  faying  them  that  reft  all  their  hopes 
upon  him :  For,  as  is  intimated  in  one  of  the  places 
before  referred  to,  {Ifa.  nviii.  16.*,)  Whofoever  be 
be,  whether  fra  or  Gentile,  a  greater  or  iefler  (inner, 
that  quits  all  confidence  in  hirafelf,  and  depends  entire¬ 
ly  on  Chrift  for  rtghteoufnefs  to  eternal  life,  he  (hall 
not  be  alhamed  of  bis  adherence  to  him,  profeffion  of 
him,  and  expeditions  from  him,  as  perfons  ufe  to  be, 
who  are  precipitate  in  their  conduct,  and  whpfe  vain 
confidences  are  Iruftraced  and  difappoimed,  through 
their  over- hafte  in  affairs  of  the  utmoft ccmfequence ;  but 
the  trne  believer's  hopes  (ball  be  abundantly  fulfilled, 
and  more  than  anfwered,  that  he  may  have  bol duels 
in  the  day  of  judgment,  (t  John  iv.  iy#} 
RECOLLECTIONS. 

VTIiat  exalted  thoughts  tlmuld  we  have  of  Chrifl,  who,  in  life  hamat*  nature, 
came  of  the  Father's ;  but,  in  his  divine  nature,  is  God  over  alf,  bk fled  far 
ever  !  Ant]  how  equally  divine  is  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  fees  andfearches  tiie 
heart,  sod  to  whom  the  ChriRians  may  appeal,  as  by  a  fblemn  oath,  for  ti:: 
fincrrrty  of  bis  profeflions,  when  lira  own  confidence  bears  witnefs  to  it  I  It  is 
a*  high  honour  to  (Hand  iu  a  vifiWc  relation  to  God,  Sad  to  be  phrlakers  of  tlve 


S  O  t  D. 


means 


•  The  words  in  the  prophet  are,  Jfe  full  He  Jiali  ml  )e  ajbamcsL,  (» 
r:f  make  befit :  But  the  apoflle  gives  us  a  ve-  beeuuie  making  too  much  hade  tends  to,  »jd 
ry  apimfite  tciifi:  of  them  in  faying,  wfwe-  commonly  iflues  in,  making  a  man  alkanuit 
ablc  to,  though  not  in  the  exact  words  of  of  his  enterpriie,  and  his  hopes  iu  atliiLs  vi 
ike  Hevoiijt  nliidi  arc,  (v  the  grcatcJl  important^. 
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beau  of  grace*  and  the  external  privileges  of  hi«  covenant :  But  ah  f  What 
matter  of  exceeding  grief  ia  it,  that  any  fochT  and  efpecUlly  that  any  of  o oi* 
own  dear  friends  and  relations  among  them*  fhould  fall  Quirt  of  eternal  feta** 
tian  !  Heveithtlcfe,  the  word  of  God*$  promife,  and  the  purpofe  of  his  grace, 
According  to  election,  ftallcembriy  ftand,  and  have  their  happy  effWls,  what- 
tm  appearances  there  may  be  to  the  contrary*  And,  O  how  free,  fovereigo* 
and  endearing  is  ckftiog  love,  which  pitched  upon  many  Hauers  of  the  Gentiles^ 
S3  well  as  of  the  Jews*  before  eitfcer  of  them  had  done  either  good  or  evil,  ami 
drilled  their  effectual  callingi  not  becaufe  they  willed  and  ran*  bat  merely  of 
taown  free  grace,  who  will  have  mercy  and  compaffion  on  whom  he  will  hate 
toercy  and  companion,  among  perions  alike  undcfertfng  and  mifcmble,  and 
twfes  fold e  to  will  and  mu  to  bring  purpofes*  white  he  paffes  by  others,  and 
fives  them  up  to  the  hardnfefi  of  their  own  hearts.  And  whatever  prejudice* 
ftc  pride  and  corruption  of  mens  hearts  may  raife  sgainft  this  fovereign  way  of 
Goo  procedure  j  yet  bow  Cuitakle  is  it  to  his  abfolute  dominion,  who  undoubt¬ 
edly  has  as  much  power  over  us  as  the  potter  has  over  the  day*  to  make  out 
of  the  fame  tump,  one  vrilel  to  honour,  and  another  to  dtfhonour !  And  how 
confident  is  Ibis  with  the  righteoufnefe  of  God,  who  doth  injury  to  none,  and 
appoints  none  to  deftruftion,  btit  on  account  of  Bn,  whereby  they  become  refftlti 
of  wrath,  and  fit  themfcWcs  for  it !  -  And  as  his  purpofcs  arc  kept  iieret  in  his 
Mra  breaft,  till  events  declare  them,  fo  the  rule  of  our  duty,  a|id  of  our  expec¬ 
tation  and  hope,  is  ito t  the  fccitt,  but  the  revealed  will  of  Cod  ;  and  every 
one,  without  puzzling  himfelf  about  fccrct  decrees  which  for  ought  he  Lnowd 
mt  in  his  favour,  has  all  realonaWe  encouragement  to  follow  after  righteoufnefe 
br  faith*  in  hope  of  obtaining  it*  and  thereby  knowing  and  proving  his  election 
sfGoi  Ho*  careful  then  fhould  we  be,  that  we  neither  qoarrd  with  the  fo- 
ftrriguty,  grace,  qrjuftice  of  theft  difpenfetions,  left  we  be  confounded  for  our 
iofoftnee*  in  daring  to  reply  againft  the  great  God  ;  itof  harden  ourfeNes  in  ini¬ 
quity,  left  God,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  IhouTrf  give  us  up  ftitt  to  greater,  and 
mm  incurable  bardnefc  of  heart ;  uor  Humble  at  Chrift  to  the  rejecting  of  him,  or 
joining  any  thing  of  our  own  with  him  for  juftiftcation,  left  it  be  to  our  own  e- 
trrnal  perdition  1  HleQed  be  God*  there  is  righteoufttefo  in  Chrift  for  the  juftifi- 
cation  of  every  true  believer,  though  of  none  but  filch*  How  dreadful  then  is 
theft  cafe,  who,  Humbling  at  Chrift,  dafti  themfefres  agair.ft  him  as  a  rock  of 
offence,  while  they  follow  after  rightcoufnefs  by  the  works  of  the  law,  and  ne¬ 
ver  attain  it  ?  But  how  happy  is  their  cafe,  who  fincerely  believe  in  him  J  They 
Hull  never  be  afhamed  or  confounded. 


CHAP*  X* 

The  apofih  repeats  a  profeffon  of  bis  hearty  defire  for  the  falvathn  of 
the  Jews,  who  bad  a  mifguided  zeal  for  God  and  religion *  i  *—4.  Sets 
out  the  difference  between  the  rightcqujnefs  <f  the  law)  by  which  they 
thought  to  be  ju fifed)  and  the  rigbtcoufnefs  of  faith  which  is  reveal* 
ed  in  the  gofpel%  5,— 11.  Shews  that  the  Gentiles  Jland  on  a  level 
t kith  tie  Jews,  in  the  great  hufinefs  of  jufiification  and  fafvation9 
ia,— 18*  And  that  the  Jtws  thanfehes  might  know  tbit  from  the 
Old  Ttfiamcnupropbeciei)  19,— ai# 

Tut.  PjlUAPHftisE* 

^ben’Vdellre  all  that  I  have  been  faying,  in  a  faithful 

*  and  difeharge  of  my  office*  about  she  reje£Hon  of  fo 
many  Iftaelites  after  the  flefli,  1  Hill,  my  brethren,  can 
iincereiy  declare*  as  I  have  done  in  a  folemn  manner 
already, (chap,  ix.  j*  2,  3*)  that  the  moll;  benevolent  and 
H  h  2  ftffefiUonate 


Cb.*. 
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tvJ  pryrtto  God 
for  ii'racl  «,  that 
they  mi ght  be 


x  For  I  bear 
them  record,  that 
the?  have  a  leal 
of  God,  but  not 
according  to 
knowledge : 


j  For  they, 
bei^c  ignorant  of 
GuTi  righfc^u^ 
ucis. 


and  affectionate  defire  {»•*»««)  of  my  whole  fool,  and 
my  moil  earned  prayer  in  offering  up  that  defire  to 
God  for  them  is,  that,  if  it  be  confonent  to  his  will,  he 
would  pleafe  to  extend  his  fpecial  mercy  to  all  of  them, 
notwithftandiug  prefert  melancholy  appearances  in  turn¬ 
ing  them  from  thtdr  iniquities,  and  giving  them  faith 
in  Chrift,  to  their  prefent  and  eternal  falvation,  inflead 
of  executing  his  righteous  vengeance  upon  any  of  them, 
to  their  uttet  deftrnftion. 

2  For  I  really  chink ;  and  how  much  foever  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  them  be  enemies  to  me,  I  mull  do  them  the 
juftice  to  acknowledge,  and  declare  on  their  behalf;  and 
I  reflect  upon  it,  to  ftir  op  my  own  heart  to  the  greater 
importunity  and  fervour  in  my  humble  pleas  with  God 
for  them,  that,  at  leafl,  many  of  them  are,  in  tbeir 
way  exceeding  zealous  for  God’ and  his  law,  efpecially 
for  its  ceremonial  part,  as  I  myfelf  once  alfo  was,  (AFfs 
xxii.  3.)'  and  as  I  laid  but  now  (chap.  ix.  31.}  they  fol¬ 
low  aft(:r  righteoulnefs  in  a£ts  of  obedience  to  that  law, 
which  they  know  was  originally  from  God,  and  think 
they  ftill  obferve  to  his  glory :  But,  alast  they  aife  fad* 
ly  mifguided  in  their  zeal ;  it  is  all  heat,  without  any 
light  about  the  true  nature  and  ddign  of  the  Jaw,  and 
about  the  right eoufnefs  that  is  necefTary  to  their  accep¬ 
tance  with  God  ;  and  through  their  blind  prejudices  a- 
gainlt  Chrifl  and  his  righteoufnefs,  their  very  real  it- 
felf  turns  them  off  from  him,  and  from  the  only  way 
which  God  has  appointed  for  falvation,  and  in  which 
he  can  he  really  glorified  in  bellowing  it. 

3  For  the  unbelieving  and  felf-j officiary  Jews  have, 
through  their  chofen  carnality  and  blindnefs,  very  mif- 
takeu,  mean,  low,  and  unworthy  thoughts  *  of  the  ef- 
fonti-j]  rights  of  God’s  juflice,  as  they  are  plainly  difeo* 
vered  in  his  Itritl  and  high  demands  of  ymvetfol,  fiu- 
fefs  obedience  to  the  precepts  of  his  holy  law,  in  thought", 
word,  and  deed,  for  j unification,  according  to  its  te¬ 
nor,  (ver.  5.)  and  in  .the  fcverc  curfe  which  he  has 

denoun- 


N  o  T  E. 


v  Ir  Ik  evident  to  me,  that  by  th  right&vf- 
pr-ff  sjf  {ltuxtw.j'*'  tw  Bzirj  trt  the  eloA: 
of  thi*  vurf^j  h  rw«;it  tlm  rL'hteoHfnefs 
which  GikI  has  appointed,  provided,  and  ex¬ 
hibited  hi  die  gofpG,  J-or  the  jtift'tUiitinn  of 
ever?  rK^t-  believra  ;  Uiit  i  iuii  uncertain 
whether  God's  rhjhLciHtfaftfe,  (r#  tint  Sttai* 
tTy*n)  raemi:>t»ed  in  the  fontitr  p^rt  uf  the 
w/ie,  is  to  !>c  taken  in  the  ikmc  senfc ;  thu* 
that  is  die  fonfe  in  which  the  apclHe  moft 
ul«r»  it  in  this  epi:'Ii: ;  (Ccc  the 
n  ties  on  chap,iii-  j,  Or  whether  it  is  to 

be  underload  of  the  jujtic?  of  God,  as  de* 


matiding  a  ri^tcoufitdk,  3ornrdi»£ 

to  the  Juw,  in  ordo*  to  a  man's  being  jisltiikd 
hi  his  fight,  The  firj!  of  tile  ft  frnfes  is  nirt* 
conformable  to  the  apofthfs  ordinary  wic  at 
this  phiaJc ;  and  yet  the  teems  in  id 
gralaiion  of  thought  here  in  theipofl  Ittur;- 

f nl  ami  leaf  I  coincident  and  to  be  t-^r- 

reipaAricnt  to- the  ten  it  in  which  he  wury  be 
Itippofod  to  have  med  this  phnde  in  chap,  iii. 
st  atf,  ?  have  therefore  eon  Oder; -d  O'* 
former  daiUe  of- 1 hiss  verife  in  horh  th^ie 
views,  imd  leave  CsCvj  one  to  chu;c  UiU 
which  he  likes  bell* 
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for  every  the  lea  ft  tianfgreflion,  (Cat 
are  wilfully  ignorant  of  that  perfetk 
haw  not  and  glorious  mediatorial  rightcoufnvfs  of  the  MeQlabi 
ldbmi«tti  them-  mrhich  he,  who  js  God  in  our  nature,  ha>  wrought  out 
J^rtflwihds  'of  his  obedience  and  fuflerings,  to  the  full  fatibfa&ion 
C*i.  of  law  aodjufticc,  which  God  the  Father  has  evidently  de¬ 

clared  his  acceptance  of,  and  makes  over  for  rightecuf 
nsfs  to  the  ju  (lift  cat  ion  of  every  one  that  believes t  And 
for  wantof  feeing  chefc things  in  a  true  and  fpiritual  light, 
according  to  the  .dear  revelation  that  is  made  of  one 
in  the  law,  and  of  the  other  in  the  gofpd,  they  are 
feeking  to  fet  up  *•»«.)  their  own  itnperfea,  ce¬ 

remonial,  and  external  performances,  and  are  endea¬ 
vouring  to  make  them  (land,  as  their  rsghteoufrtefs  for 
acceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life  ^  as  if  thefe  -were 
fufficient  to  anfwer  the  requirements  of  his  law  and 
juft  ice,  and  to  atone  for  their  numberlefs  tranfgreflions, 
though,  in  reality,  they  ate  utterly  incapable  of  anger¬ 
ing  thofe  ends :  And  fo,  partly  through  culpable  ig¬ 
norance  and  blindne&i  and  partly  through  fetf-conceic 
and  defperate  pride  of  heart,  which  fcorns  to  be  entire¬ 
ly  beholden  to  free  and  fovereign  grace,  they  have  re¬ 
futed  to  ftoop,  and  humble  thcmfclves  at  the  foot  of 
God  fo  far,  as  to  renounce  a!!  truft  and  confidence  in 
their  own  rigbteoufneft,  and  to  depend  entirely  upon 
that  which  is  brought  in  by  Chrift,  and  freely  propo- 
fed  in  the  gofpel,  for  juftification  through  faith  in  him; 
and  which  alone  is  fufficient  to  entitle  a  believing  Turner 
to  eternal  life. 

S*  end  the  4  For  Chrift  is  (T'*®r)  the  perfecting  end  of  the  mcral 
LI' fur rishicoiif-  Iaw>  for  righteoufnefs,  even  of  that  law  which  fays.  Tie 
jn-ft  tv  every  oi«  man  that  doth  thofe ih'wgi  '/ball  live  by  tbemt  [yer.  5.)  as 
liutbtlkvflh.  be  has  gone  through,  and  fulfilled  all  irs  demands  of 
obedience,  as  well  as  fufFerings,.  in  his  life  and  death, 
to  the  entire  faiisfaflinn  of  divine  juftice  ;  he  is  l  ike  wife 
the  abolifhing  end  of  the  ceremonial  taw,  and  has  put  a 
period  to  it,  as  all  its  typical  offerings  for  purification 
and  atonement  are  completely  and  fubflamiaily  aufwer- 
ed  in  him;  and  he  is  the  grand  defigrm! /cope  and  end, 
for  which  both  thofe  laws  were  given  to  Ifraclt  as  the 
moral  law,  by  difeovering  their  guilt  and  dagger,  and 
the  ceremonial  law,  by  fhadowing  out  his  great  facrifice, 
were  intended  to  (hew  them  their  need  of  Chrift,  and 
put  them  upon  flying  to  him  for  pardon  and  acceptance,' 
•  (chap.  iii.  20.  and  v.  20.  and  Gal.  iii.  24.)  He  is,  in  all 
thefe  fenfes  *,  the  end  of  the  law,  for  the  bringing  in 


wfr,  and  imij;  denounced  by  it, 
*““*5=  iii.  .O.)  »ml  the. 


lhar 


NOTE. 

*  TUowrii  aUtbc  fenfes  eItch  :*uh«  raraphratc  nny  be  included;  fet  I  tun  inclined  to 

pen- 
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of  an  everlafting  perfefl  righteoufnefs  unto  the  juftifica- 
tion,  not  uttivenally  of  atl  the  Jcwu  .nor  of  all  the  Get i- 
tiUt,  but  of  every  one,  be  be  Jew  or  Gentiles,  (ver.  12.) 
who,  under  a  fenfe  of  bis  own  onworthioefs  and  obnoxi- 
oufnefs  to  divine  wrath,  affents  to,  approves  of,  and 
trufts  in  Chrift,  as  the  only  foi table,  all-fufficient,  and 
gracious  Saviour,  that,  through  his  righteoufnefs  alone, 
he  may  be  accepted  of  God,  and  accounted  righteous  to 
eternal  life.  And  it  Is  impoffible  th^t  he  fhould  be  fo  by 
any  legal  performances  whatfoever. 

r*  5  For,  as  to  the  righteoufnefe  of  the  fain,  Mofes  him* 

*wurner*whfcM*  in  his  writings,  (vw)  delineates  and  explains  its 
of  th«  Uw,  That  (hid  demands,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  in  order  to  a 
*h*  "?,5  man’s  obtaining  life  by  his  obedience  to  it,  when  he 
tWJliTfhyihf**  brings  God  in  as  fayiog,  [Levit.  xviii.  5.)  Ttjball keep 
my  fiatvtft  and  mj  judgments ,  which,  if  4  man  do,  be 
jball  live  in  them  i  and  (Deaf,  xxvii.  26.)  Ctirjed  he  he 
that  confirms  net  ail  the  words  of  this  law  to  da  them  j  that 
is,  The  man,  who  univerfally  and  always,  without  the 
lead  flaw  or  defe&  in  any  one  in  (lance,  performs  al^thofc 
things  which  the  law  requires,  inclutive  of  its  m oral 
precepts,  [Mattkx ix.  r6, 17.  and  Luke  x.  27,28.)  be, 
and  he  only,  (hall  have  ffternal  life  and  happineft  by  rt. 
This  Is  a  condition  which  no  man,  in  his  fallen  date, 
pan  come  up  to,  (Rem.  viiL  3.)  and  therefore  it  is  fla 
wonder  that  they  mifearry,  and  are  difappointed,  who 
feck  and  hope  for  juft tficarion  to  life,  in  this  way*  [Chap. 
>*■  3*i  3*-)  - 

t  Bu*.  the  rijiS-  6  But,  on  the  contrary.  The  language  of  the  gefpeU 
tMufner,  which  i«  doBrine  of  judifi cation  through  the  righteoufaeu  of 
ti'iVu'lc*  Chrift,  which  is  proposed  to,  and  received  by  faith,  as 
rot imhinc iif  ’ri ,  Mofet  himfelf  has  nifo  hinted,  [Dent*  xxx.  I  i,r— 14,)  is 
Wh<>  after  this  manner  %  do  not  let  difeou raging  thoughts  of 

impof- 

N  o  T  E. 

foofidif  that  which  relates  to  Chrift’s  aftivc  **  calls  it,  tht  vcrdi  of  the  ctvtnagty  vri-b 
i^riipna,  a *  mofl  dkcftly  id  tended,  beauit  “  the  Lord  commanded  Mofa  to  make  vnth  ilq 
he  *Hthe  end  of  that  la  v  hr  Tf^htecmfoefs^  the  **  c&ldrtn  of  Ilrad,  w  tht  land  of  Moah,  It-* 
rljk«wliiefsofwhich  isacTcriboi  m  the  next  **  fide j  the  eowt itwt  ipbrc h  if  mode  wih  tlarn 
W'*dst  (ver.  !-}  a*  d&i$  tht  thingt  it  com-  «  w  Koreb:  lx  is  another  covenant;  and 
p;ai»ds,  that  a  man  may  livf  by  fe,  «  therefore  the  ipoftfe  pertinently  coot?* 

41  In  tfcjs  and  the  two  next  verfe  the  tr  **  the  words  of  thb  foft  great fermon  of  Mc- 
pofre  prferr  to  what  Mefet  fa  id  in  Deaf,  xxx.  d*  to  diffriguilh  the  covenant  of  worfca 
1 1,-14*  On  which  place  Dr  Gotktwip  oh-  4*  and  the  covenant  of  frace.**  And  itfccrm, 
Serves,  fvoj-  ,  part.  iii.  pay,  41,)  **  That  from  the  beginning  of  the  thirtieth  chapter 
lt  though  jrfcf«h3dino|i  of  all  preached  the  the  fixth  verfe,  that  Afpjh,  jd  the 
**  law.  and  given  it  at  mount  Staeti ;  and  referred  to  by  our  a’poftle,  Jpenks  with  an  ul- 
**  had  hifl  the  rolpel  under  the  types  and  t irnato  viw*  to  gofpeWays,  when  Cod  would 
M  fhadows  of  legal  eercmoiiiea;  yet  now  ^  Ms/ of  hb  people  and 

u  vhen  h#  was  tp  he  doth,  through  the  of 'their  JMt  to.  love  the  Larfrbiir  God  wfi 
Wot y  Uhofl?i  coining  upon  him,  preach  tbqr  bttru  and  with  oil  their  Jhlt  that  ir.5 
f  *  i he  f  ofpd,  and  ddircr  the  covenant  there*  nn^ht  Svt :  So  the  learned^t^Wt^aU  alcn^ 
t‘  of  clearly  and  plainly  to  the  y*w ;  For  expounds  thole  vetfts  in  his  i^ota  npoti 
t*  jo*  twd*  in  Dm.  xaeix,  1.  ibat  he  them,  -  ‘  T 
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btohawL^othat  iropoffibility,  atom  acceptance  with  God,  rife  in  your 
ii, k> brut*  Anil  ^ea^ts*  as  they  are  apt  to  do  in  an  awakened  confcienctr, 

down 

hva) 


from  4- 


T  Or,  Who 
Adi  defend  into 
ibe  deep?  (thu 
u,  to  bring  up 
0m  ft  egamfrom 
the  dead,} 


when  it  is  filled  with  a  fimfc  of  guilt,  and  is  thoroughly 
convinced  that  no  righteoufaefs  of  its  own  can  avail  for 
pardon  and  juftification :  Do  not  fay,  in  a  defpairing 
manner,  Who  is  able  to  climb  up  to  heaven,  and  bring 
down  from  thence  a  Saviour  to  fulfil  the  law  for  us,  and 
to  expiate  our  fins^  for  Ohrid  has  already  come  into 
our  nature,  and  our  world,  to  take  away  fin  by  the  fa* 
crifice  of  himfdf. 

7  Nor  let  any  of  you  fay,  in  the  defpondency  of  your 

minds,  fuppofing  the  Meffiah  were  to  come  from  hea¬ 
ven,  and  die  for  our  fins  f,  Who  could  follow  him  in¬ 
to  the  grave,  to  raife  him  up  again  from  the  dead,  in 
token,  of  his  being  owned  of  God  to  have  made  fatisfao 
tion  to  hts  law  and  juftice,  and  in  order  to  his  being  reco¬ 
vered  to  a  capacity  of  applying  his  redemption  to  us?  do 
not  give  way  to  fuch  di (fruitful  reafomngs  as  thefc  ;  For 
as  he  has  already  died  for  our  (ins;  fo  he  is  already  ac* 
tually  raifid  again  /or  our  j ufiijication ,  (chap,  iv.  25.)  ; 
there  is  ^therefore  no  fuch  impolfibiluy  in  the  way  of 
faith's  coming  at  a  rigbteoufnefs  in  Chrifl  for  juftifica- 
tion,  as  there  is  in  obtaining  it  by  our  own  perfotial  o- 
bedienee  to  the  taw*  % 

8  But  what  is  the  language  of  the  golpej-declaration 
about  this  important  point-?  why,  the  de&rine,  which 
reveals  and  exhibits  the  rigbteoufnefs  of  Chrift  to  your 
faith,  is  no  longer  hid  from  you;  oor  is  it  far  off,  {Dent* 
xxx*  (I,)  but  it  is  now  plainly  revealed  in  the  gofpd, 
and  brought  near  unto  you,  even  to  your  very  doors  In 
the  numeration  ofjr,  that  you  may  receive  it;  Tea,  it 
is  brought  fo  near  as  to  be  in  your  mouth,  when  yon 
read  it,  and  (peak  of  it  in  your  prayers  and  praties  to 
God,  or  in  yourconfeinons  before  men,  (vtr.  9*);  yea, 
it  is  brought  (till  nearer  Into  your  very  heart,  and  makes 
efle&ual  imprtflions  there,  when,  in  the  application  of  the 
Spirit,  you  cordially  embrace  it.  And  this  (defied  doc/ 
trine,  which  is  founded  on  divine  authority,  and  holds 
forth  Chrift  as  the  obje£t  of  faith,  and  is  the  means  of 
begetting  faith  in  him,  is  that  which  we,  hts  apoltles 
and  fervants,  explain  and  publilh,  propofe  and' recom¬ 
mend  to  you,  as  a  practicable  ?nd  eafy  way  of  falvation, 

thto’ 

NOTE* 

*  The  tjtprtflion  in  Deat*  Six*  1  b  dfjs  and  three  wghfr  is  the  heart  of  the 

jkjH  gQ  over  the  fea  for  n$?  A  nit  the  %earih7  at  our  I^ord  Maifcif  applies  it,  Matib. 
7tfrjpm  explains  It  thns,  Othu  xii,  40.  And  u  tlie  In  is  exiled  she  detfo 
v/e  had  oatt  tike  Jonas*  tlit  prophet,  who  and  fbe  depth*  HjIiL-  cir.  6,  and  cviL  14,  i4* 
rnjht  $0  df'wn  to  Wtoms  or  depth  of  Jo  David,  pro$ Jurying  erf  Girht,  fays,  {  JYjA 
the  jrot  fra  *  Now  ta  hi*  defending  W%u  so.)  Ood  wouM  hrutg  Ibnap  again  fro/* 

pUj  xiu:  dap,  vu  a  ii£u;c  ot  ChriiV*  lying  the  depths  eftbe  <&tb> 


S  But  wha t 

frith  it?  The 
wrd  is  nigh  thee, 
rvt*  Id  thy 

mouth,  iiul  in 
ihy  heart:  that 
u  the  word  of 
faith  which  we 
prr«h; 
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a  Th^tiftfcosi 
fhalt  eonfcf*  with 
ihy  nt^-mt  h  the 
I.ord  ft/ui*  and 
Hiatt  believe  in 
ihirc  Kort(  that 
<iod  hath  ra:?Kt 
him  from  the 
dc:  id,  ihoulhakbe 
lived. 


to  lJor  with 
the  hea*r  irari  be¬ 
lie  vrlh  tinin  ri:;h* 
(ewiif-ets  ,  ?**d 

»i|h  the  month 
con- 


rbrough  the  grace  that  has  promifed  to  cirtumcifi  tbs 
heart ,  (Deut*  «x*  6.) 

9  And,  in  oppofirion  to  thciighteoufnefs  of  the  law, 
(tw\  5.)  the  main  tenor  of  the  gofpel  is  this,  K  00  ail 
proper  occafions,  in  thefe  perilous  days,  you,  without 
fear  or  fliame,  fhall  make  a  free,  bold,  and  open  con- 
feiTion  of  Chrift  and  fliali  call  upon  him,  (ver*  1 3-)  with  . 
your  lips,  as  the  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  whom  you  rt - 
ceive,  and  00  whom  you  entirely  depend,  for  ail  accep¬ 
tance  unto  eternal  life  *  ;  and  if  this  be  not  a  mere  ver¬ 
bal  profeflion  and  Invocation;  but,  anfwerable  There¬ 
unto,  you  fhall  believe  in  your  very  heart,  with  fuch  a 
fidih  as  renounces  all  truft  and  confidence  in  yourfdf, 
and  as  1 verbs  by  A?ve,  and  overcomes  the  %vorldt  (Cal-  t* 
4,  5,  6.  and  1  John  v*  4,  5,}  If,  I  fay,  you  in  this  man¬ 
ner  (ball  believe,  that  God  the  Father  delivered  ChrijI 
up  to  Hifarh  for  our  (ffetica^  and  raifed  him  again  for  m r 
jufiificatisHf  (chap*  iv+  2$*}  you  (hall  certainly  be  i\(* 
charged  from  guile  and  coudem nation,  delivered  from 
the  wrath  to  come,  imitled  to  eternal  life,  and  at  length, 
brought  to  a  full  poftelfion  of  it,  on  his  account* 

10  For  true  and  Caving  faith  is  not  merely  a  notion 
in  the  head,  nor  a  bare  nfienc  of  the  undetftanding  to 
the  truth  of  divine  revelation;  But  it  U  with  a  man's 
whole  heart,  including  the  con  fen  t,  approbation,  and 
acceptance  of  hia  will  and  yflc&ions,  that  he  believes 
in  the  crucified  and  rifen  Saviour,  unto  the  obtaining 
of  righteoufjiefs  for  j  unification,  even  the  righreoufnefs 
of  Chrift,  which  completely  anfwers  all  the  demands  of 
the  law,  (Kr,  4.)  and  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Cbri/l  unto  ally 
and  upon  all  them  that  believty  (chap*  iu.  22*)  And  it 
is  with  his  lips  and  tongue  t»  as  expreJRng  the  inmoft 
fentiments  ami  dilpofitions  of  hts  heart,  that  he  makes 

a  noble 


NO*! 

*  is  .1  note  ci>  this  verie,  ob- 

foiva,  **  Thai  ;riii(jirat:s;in  is  hcrccKprclfly 
i(  ajeriberi  to  hrtiv,  ami  that  not  as  inclu- 
***  tbiijt  ivory  %  but  only  as  being  ttmt  ;>rin— 
ciptep  i\h:cht  wiien  rt  h  ronVul  and  iin- 
wiil  tvrtai illy  produce  them  :  1  fiy, 
n:'t  ;is  t  (winding  art  thmcMorks,  vdi'icU  tiy 
**  the  poJ'^cJ  arc  required  to  faWatior* ;  for 

11  then  toe  of  faith  muft  lie  dc- 

*(  ^libnl  as  is  the  right coufhris  of  the  law, 
**  i  *1  ^  tbc  Ti*i#  <itft  tki^s 
**  fivt  in  which  U  Ciif^i  v  u>  tbev-oriH 
*[  the  apofdc,  ver*  5,  But  if  jufti&cw 
tiofl  is  by^  ai  principle  of  works*  it, 

in  dTeil,  h  frilt  as  rriu;h  as  ever  by  worts. 
Jlouwtr,  thh  vlici]  rt  is  conUal  arid 
fjnceret  u';U  arTainly  prt/diKr  tholi  pf^l 
vorks*  Itpoo  '*hit:h  thu  Jorlor,  El)  a 

bt*  redi  act::a'Jy  and  complete  fulya- 


r  e  s* 

tu»n  nt  the  day  of  ;  th'u  fhittl  ir.aft 

oeraioly  hritfi;  uf  now.-  into  iuch  a  rif h;  t* 
afUbd  and  complete  fahaiioii,  as  Oijj  ?-c 
owned  in  that  day  to  hare  cduttaally  juihrkd 
us* 

t  Thoviph  tofiffffiiu  wss  mention cd  let  *t 
hrlicTtiij,  w,  9.  yet  IiCiv  it  is  put  after . .. 
lid  ring  i  u*  fticw  that  the  ayolHc  itK^nt 
a  cftr.tsEficn  as  is  t.he  (Veit  of  faith  :  And 
a  nw;}* j  betievh',^  -with  ttt  htert  is  laid  lul^ 
nr: to  rtxbiwtf’Kjiy  wJuch  intitles  to  nrt :  .J 
tanftjj&n  u  fpokea  of,  nut  as 
part  of  that  righteouihets  which  gires  a  :  > 
tlr  to  life  ;  httt  as  an  erfdewe  of  dit  tmUi  ;<I 
<»ur  faith,  and  one  remafk^hle  *ay  of  iy  rV 
jjftHtin^cJpocbUy  in  pcriVcutint;  tizaez ;  a-.?: 
as  Cod'^  appointed  und  method  ... 

building  us  up  in  it,  and  bringing  us  to  €>»■■*■ 
pktc 
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it  Forthe&rtp- 
mrc  Aith,  Who¬ 
mever  belkveih 
on  him  fh*ii  net 
be  aiba  medt 


mnfeliwiEimade  a  noble  confeffion  of  his  faith  in  Chrift,  publicly,  cheer- 
11M*  aivation.  fully,  and  refolurcly  owning  him  in  all  his  chara&eis, 
nctwithftanding  the  greateft  terrors  of  this  world  that  be 
may  be  erpofed  to  for  it ;  it  is  alfo  with  his  mouth  that 
he  pleads  what  this  great  mediator  has  done  and  fu Sirr¬ 
ed,  a$  the  only  ground  of  Kis  hope  toward  God,  unto 
the  obtaining  of  final  falvation  through  him,  (ver.  13.) 
and  that  the  faith,  which  has  fucb  powerful  effects,  is 
of  a  faying  nature,  appears  from  what  is  recorded,  even 
in  the  Old  Ttflament. 

.  1 1  For  tbofc  infpired  writings  declare,  {Ifa.  ixviii. 
|6.)  with  a  view  to  theMcfliah,  as  has  been  before  ob- 
ferved,  (chap,  ix.  33.  fee  the  note  and  paraphrafe  there) 
that  whoever  he  be,  that  receives  and  relies  upon  him 
by  faith,  whatever  his  former  character  and  condition 
had  been,  will  oot  be  aihamed  to  own  Chrift,  nor  fhall  he 
ever  be  puttofhame  and  confufion  through  a  difappoint- 
ment  of  his  hope  and  confidence  in  him.  And  this  holda 
equally  true,  with  refpeO  to  Gentile s,  as  well  as  Jew, 
iz  For*  under  the  gofpel-difpeniarion,  the  grace  of 
God  is  not  confined,  as  it  formerly  was,  to  the  IfraeL 
itijh  church  and  nation.  No,  there  is  now  no  differ¬ 
ence,  as  to  God’sfree  regard  to,  and  way  of  jollifying 
and  faring  one,  rather  than  another,  on  account  of  his 
being  a  Jew  on  one  hand,  or  a  GentUet  the  mod  poli¬ 
tic  and  learned  of  which  arc  the  Greeks  on  the  other : 
For  one  and  the  fame  Lord  Jefus  f,  who,  as  Mediator, 
.  is  given  to  be  bead  over  all  things  to  the  churchy  (Eph.  j, 
sa.)  and  it  Lord ef  ally  (Ads  z.  36.) is  inexbauftible in 
the  riches  of  his  merit  and  mercy,  and  is  exceeding 
bounteous  in  his  faring  blcfnngs  unto  all  forts  of  per- 
fens,  of  what  rank  or  nation  foever  they  be,  even  to  all 
and  every  one  that  religioufly  invokes  and  wor Slips 
him,  as  a  divine  Saviour,  with  faith  in  his  name  j  and 
makes  a  due  furrender  of  himfelf  up  to  him,  and  to  the 
Father  through  him. 

13  For,  as  was  foretold  in  a  prophecy  of  gofpel-days, 
(7«f/ii.  32.)  without  exception  againft  one  more  than 
another,  Whoever,  be  he  who  or  what  he  will,  as  to 
national  or  perfonal  circumftances,  that  fhall  cordially 
accept  of  Chrift  for  fats  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  apply  in 
earnril  prayer  to  him,  with  an  entire  dependence  on 
his  mediation,  righteoufnefs,  and  grace,  to  bring  him 
into  a  ftate  of' favour  with  God,  he  (hall  be  delivered 
from  fin  and  wrath,  and  advanced  to  eternal  bieflednefs. 

14  Since 

NOTE. 

f  By  iht  fame  LtrJ  ftems  here  to  be  meant  and  telkd  w/'Gh,  in  tirdey  to  that  falratiocL 
ihe  ilhriji,  who,  io  the  two  following  throthrU  him  tthich  the  apofile  had  been 
f  cries,  ft  Jjmkca  of*  m  fwt cktdt  hficvtdi*)  warting  of  is  t lie  preceding  context* 


ti  For  there  Is 

no  diflcfentt  be¬ 
tween  the  Jew 
and  rhe  Greek  : 
for  the  fame  I  Ami 
owr  all  is  rich 
imioall  that  call 
upon  him* 


Forwhofo* 
tv<jr  Olal)  call  Up¬ 
on  the  name  of 
the  Lord  frail  be 
Aired. 
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14  How  then 
ftaU  dwy  nil  on 
fclmtrtvliomthtf 
fain  not  belfnrw 
«d?  uiilhow&atl 
they  brliere  in 
him  of  whom 
tbrj  Haw  not 
heard?  and  how 
Jh»Jt  they  hear 
without  i  preacb* 
er ; 


IJ  And  how 
fluEl  they  pruch 
tveevt  they  he 
fan?  « it  is  wrh- 
ten*  How  teauri- 
fot  arc  tht  feet  oT 
them  that  preach 
the  gofpei  of 
peace,  and  bring 
tidings  of 
good  thb£t! 


14  Since  therefore  the  Gentiles  are  included  in  the 
gofpcWefign  of  falvation,  there  in  no  room  for  the  Jews 
to  be  offended  at  its  being  preached  to  tbem  *,  and  it  it 
plain  that  it  ought  fo  to  be :  For  how  is  it  poffible  that 
they  fhould,  in  a  truly  religious  manner,  invoice  him  to 
recommend  them  to  the  divine  favour,  whom  they  have 
not  known,  received,  and  depended  upon,  by  faith  for 
that  purpofe?  And  how  can  they,  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  things,  accept  of  and  trull  in  him,  whom  they  have 
not  fo  much  as  heard  of  in  his  faving  offices  and  cha¬ 
racters,  as  be  is  fet  forth  in  the  gofpei?  And  in  what 
manner  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  they  ftiould  hear  of  binn, 
according  to  the  divine  revelation  that  is  made  concern¬ 
ing  him,  unlefs  he  be  fome  way  or  other  maniitfted  by 
a  publication  of  the  gofpei  to  them  ? 

15  And  what  authority  could  any  have  to  preach  the 
word  of  faith,  (ver.  8.)  to  them,  unlefs  they  were  either 
immediately  or  mediately,  feat  with  a  divine  com  mil¬ 
lion  for  it  ?  And  their  being  fent  of  God,  on  this  blef- 
fed  errand,  is  fo  far  from  being  a  juft  occafion  of  of¬ 
fence,  or  envy  to  any,  that  it  is  fnatter  of  great  thank- 
fulnefs  and  joy,  according  to  what  is  written  *,  {Jfa.  lii. 
7.)  with  a  reference  to  IfraeF s  deliverance  from  the  St i- 
bjlonifb  captivity,  which  was  typical  of  a  much  more 
glorious  deliverance  from  fin  and  wrath  by  the  promt- 
fed  Meffiah,  viz.  How  feafonable,  defirable,  and  wel¬ 
come  is  the  approach  5  and  how  lovely  and  precious  are 
the  very  feet  of  thofe  meffengers,  that  in  a  moral  fenfc 
are  undefiled,  though  befmeared  with  dirt  and  fweat  in 
their  travails,  to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of  peace  with 
Gad  by  jefus  Chrift,  and  to  publilh  all  the  great  and 
good  things  of  gofpel-gnce,  fuch  as  jufttfication,  adop¬ 
tion,  fwnffification,  and  eternal  glory,  through  him? 
They  are  to  be  efteemed  very  highly  in  love  for  their 
works  fake,  (t  Thtjf.  v.  13.)  beta ufe  they  bring  us  a 
faithful  fajingi  and  w orthj  tf  all  acceptation^  that 
Cbrifi  Jefut  came  inio  the  world  to  favt  fritters,  even  the 
chief  oi  them,  (1  Tim.  i.  15.)  So  that  from  thefe  pro¬ 
phetic  paflages,  aqd  this  gradation  of  argument,  it  ap- 


N  O  T  Z. 


pens 


*  The  whole  current  of  the  following  con-  oilier  thing,.  The  Ivt f  bat  mate  ban  Ai,  htty 
test  in  J/iaah's  prophecy,  leads  us  to  uodeo-  arm  m  lie  tjts  of  all  nations ;  and  all  the  tout 
iiand  his  word*  ut  chap.  lii.  7.  as  referring,  of  lie  earth  pellfit  the  falvatm  of  w  Goj ; 
not  merely  to  the  joyful  meflaiges  of  Ifraets  and  ipeaks  of  Chrift,  as  Gtfs  fervent,  who 
deliverance  from  the  Bebjlon'fi  captivity,  but  fell  fprinltle  man?  jmami,  &c.  iw.  to,  1 
as  looking  forward  to  the  1K1I  much  happier  1  j.  And  all  along  through  the  next  dinner 
tidings  of  fiilvation  by  Jeius  Chrift,  which  he  defences  our  Ixuxl  in  his  fuftcrings,  and 
fhoukt  be  preached,  and  that  to  the  Gmtiies,  hi  their  laving  dcfign,  in  fuch  a  olor  and 
in  gofpdrdays :  For  in  the  foEkrwinjt  Tories  lively  slew,  as  looks  more  like  a  hiiioiy  than 
to  die  end  of  that  chapter,  be  lays,  among  a  prophecy  of  turn. . 


a*.x. 
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id  Fat  they 
have  hot  ill  o- 
bcyal  tfit  gafpcl 
Ifor  Ffius  filth, 
J.nrd,  who  hath 
bcltvcd  OUT  lt- 
pt! 


pears  that  there  was  a  neeefiuy  of  the  gofpcTs  being ' 
preached  to  the  Gentilef  a*  well  as  Jews. 

id  But  as  the  whole  body  of  the  Gentiles  were  no 
more  chofen  to  eternal  falvation  than  the  whole  body 
of  the  Jevt  were  excluded  from  it:  So  all  of  them  uni* 
verfally  (*  ***«r  *»«*«*«)  have  not  not  hearkened  to  the 
gracious  calls  of  the  gofpel,  to  entertain  it,  ind  cheerfully 
yield  themfelvec  up  to  the  authority  of  God  in  it,  by  the 
obedience  of  faith.  And  this  is  no  more  than  was  to 


IT  So  Aen. 
tath  (onttth  by 
licaringfind  hear¬ 
ing  by  (he  word 
if  ptfd* 


tS  Bat  I  ftf, 
Have  (Hey  nut 

Tfes, 

lily 


be  exp'&ed  from  what  is  intimated  in  another  prophecy 
of  Jfaiab,  which  relates  to  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  by 
the  gofpel  “ :  For,  fays  he,  by  way  of  lamentation  and 
humble  expoftularion  with  God,  on  account  ofthcfmall 
number  of  perfonsof  any  chara&er,  that  would  then  re* 
reive  thefe  glad  tidings,  {/fa.  liii.  I.)  Lord,  how  few 
are  they,  that  by  faith  have  given  credit  to,  and  cordi¬ 
ally  embraced  the  plain,,  affectionate,  divinely  infpired, 
and  confirmed  declarations,  which  we,  the  fler rants  of 
the  MHIiah,  have  made  of  falration  through  him,  in 
comparifon  with  tbofe  that  have  heard,  and  yet,  thro’ 
the  hardnefs  of  tbeir  hearts,  have  rejected  them  I 

1 7  It  therefore  appears  from  all  this, that  though  many 
who  heard  the  gofpel  lliuc  themfelves  out  from  its  fpi- 
ritual  and  eternal  bleffings  by  their  own  unbelief ;  yet 
hearing  it  is  the  ordinary  means  of  God's  appointment 
for  working  effeftualty,  by  the  revealing  of  hii  armt  or 
exerting  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  upon  the  hearts  of  others  | 
infomuch  that  they  who  have  believed,  through  grace, 
were  brought  to  it  at  firft,  and  are  carried  on,  and  built 
pp  in  it,  by  this  means:  And  hearing  fuppofea  a  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  gofpel,  which  maybe  called  the  word  of  God, 
as  he  is  the  author  of  it,  and  has  given  commiffion  to 
his  fervants  to  publifti  it,  and  as  it  is  the  ptra/er  of  God  to 
fahation  to  every  me  thpt  hfiUves%  to  the  Jew  and 
alft  to  the  Greek-  {Chap.  i.  16.) 

1 3  But,  (till  further  to  filence  all  cavils  againft 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  the  Gentiles ,  I  would  fay.  Is  it 
not  a  plain  fd£t,  that  they  have  heard  the  glad  tidings 
of  fafvarion,  and  that  many  of  them  have  been  capti¬ 
vated,  by  that  means,  to  the  obedience  of  Cbriil  ?  Yes, 

they 

NOTE. 


*  That  this  prophecy  intruded  a  reference  bad  mt  heard,  Da.  13.  W.  apd  Uu.  r.  And 
to  the  calling;  of  die  Gent  fa  in"  goip$J-dflp  therefore,  though  it  might  primarily  relate  tq 
appears,  no*  only  from  the  apotftleV  eonneA-  the  almoft  umrerfel  incredulity  of  the  Jrwt> 
ing  it  witJf  what  he  had  been  faying  Id  the  it  waslikewife very  applicable  to  the 
wrfes  before^  af«mt  the  gofpeT*  being  preach*  fince,  notwithf landing  the  greater  farerft  of 
ed  to  them  ;  but  a  Mb  iso m  thi*  paibgf  in  the  gofpel  among  them,  it  was  far  from  be- 
fyitiab's  prophecy  itfclf,  which^  immediately  ing  received  by  the  generality,  eren  of  them, 
follows  vhat  watf  fiid  about  Chriil^^nwiAarf  And,  for  the  like  rcalon,  u  may  be  applied 
matn  jmJmjm,  who  finuld  ffc  end  wstfidir  tbst  to  all  {hgewding  apes,  down  to  oar  ovq 
-xhicb  hud  Z9t  hen  tetd  thrn%  and  wbfcb  they  dajff. 
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*«nt  Lieo  all  the 
earthy  and  their 
mnk  Unto  the 
end*  of  the 
world. 


«*r»  *heir<^™"d  they  certainly  have:  For  as  our  blcffed  Lord  ordered  his 
—  *  '  femurs  to  teach  ail  nations ;  and  to  go  into  all  the  world, 

and  preach  the  go/pel  to  every  creature ,  (Matth.  itriii. 
19.  and  Mark  xvi.  15.)  this  has  been  done  in  a  eery  ex* 
ten  live  manner,  and  with  wonderful  fuccefs,  in  virtue 
of  bts  promife,  La,  I  am  with  you  always,  to  the  tod  if 
the  world,  (Matth.  xxviii.  30.)  So  that  what  David 
laid,  {Pfal.  xix.  4.)  of  the  heavens  preaching  the  wifclum; 
power,  and  goodnets  of  God  to  the  heathens,  which 
bad  not  then  the  benefit  of  divine  revelation,  may  now 
be  applied  to  the  publication  which  is  made  of  the  gof- 
pei  to  them  *,  viz.  The  voice  of  evangelical  preach¬ 
ers  proclaiming  aloud  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrilt,  has 
been  heard  far  beyond  the  confines  of  Judea,  in  various 
parts  of  the  earth,  through  all  the  Roman  empire;  and 
their  mini  {(rations  have  reached,  even  to  the  uimoit 
hounds  of  that  vaftly  wide  and  extended  dominion,  which 
takes  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  known  regions  of  this 
world.  And  God’s  having  given  the  gofpel  fuch  an  a- 
mazing  fpread,  to  the  conversion  of  great  multitudes  a- 
mong  the  Geutilcs,  is  an  evident  lefts m on y  from  hea¬ 
ven,  that  it  ought  to  have  been  preached  to  them;  and 
that  none  ought  to  murmur,  or  be  offended  at  it. 

19  But  as  l'otne  of  the  JrwiJb  brethren  may  be  apt 
to  plead,  in  excufe  of  their  prejudices  again  ft  this  gra¬ 
cious  difpenfation ,  that  they  always  thought  the  bltf- 
fings  of  the  Media h’s  kingdom,  were  to  be  confined  to 
tbeir  own  nation,  ,1  would  fuither  fay,  eould  they  in¬ 
deed  be  ignorant,  that  God  defigned,  in  due  fcafon,  to 
extend  his  mercy  to  the  Gentiles  l  No,  furely,  they  eafi- 
ly  might,  and  could  not  but  have  known  fomething  cf 
it,  ir  they  bad  attended  to  what  their  own  prophets  had 
plainly  foretold  about  it:  For,  in  the  firft  place,  even 
AJo/ct  hin.felf,  their  great  law-giver,  brings  God  in  as 
faying  to  Ifrael  when  they  had  highly  affronted  him  l»y 
their  idolatries,  {Deut.  xxxii.  31.)  I  will move  them  to 
jeatoufy  by  theft  that  are  vet  a  people  ;  I  will  provoke 
them  to  anger  with  a  jooiijh  nation ,■  that  is,  I,,  in  due 
fealon,  will  make  them  fee  fuch  out-goings  of  my  mer¬ 
cy  aud  favour  towards  a  people,  that  at  prefent  are  Gran¬ 
gers  to  my  covenant,  as  will  raife  the  envy  of  the  Jew:, 
.and  give  them  reafon  to  fufpe&  my  prefetring  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  to  themfdves ;  yea,  1  will  hereby  ex¬ 

cite  them  to  fucb  an  holy  .emulation,  as,  were  thry 

wiic 

NOTE. 

*  The  former  pan  of  the  words  referred  to  voice,  or  cry.  See  Dr  Pocok’s  loifcxl.  r. 

;□  P/el.  aix.  4.  are  their  hue  is  gone  a uithr^gh  jv.  48.  Aiid  lt>jl  is  the  fwife  in  wbiel)  tiu  .1- 
0U  the  earth.  But  the  Hrifrv  wnd  (09)  poiUe  here  takes  it. 
t^erc  rendered  Su,  ijgnibc.  like  wile  a  teed 


19  But  I  by, 
DM  not  Ifrael 
know?  Fiifl,  Mo- 
{&■  faith,  1  will 
provoke  you  to 
jealonfy  t>y  them 
shat  ere  no  peo¬ 
ple. 


Ch«  x. 
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pic,  aeJ  hy  i 
kitlli  nation  I 
viii  ar^cr  jtum. 


10  But  E&iaa 

js  riry  bold,  afcd 
fJih,  I  was  found 
of  them  that 
me  not ;  I 
vu  nude  mani- 
ftft  unto  them 
flat  aftted  not  af¬ 
ter  mt* 


it  But  to  if- 
rul  he  frith,  All 

«Uy 


wife  enough  to  lay  it  to  heart,  would  be  a  proper  meant, 
of  preventing  my  utterly  forfaking  them  ;  And  1  will 
make  fuch  a  change  in  my  difpenfations,  as,  through 
the  pride  and  perverfencls  of  their  own  fpirits,  will 
prove  an  occafion  of  fo wring  their  minds  *,  and  irrita¬ 
ting  their  wrath  and  indignation  agai  nft  the  heathens, 
on  account  of  my  making  known  the  way  of  falvation 
to  them,  whom  they  always  deipifed  as  an  ignorant 
fottifh  people  >  and  who  may  indeed  well  be  called  z 
fooli/b  nation t  as,  while  deftitute  of  divine  revelation, 
they  were  without  the  true  knowledge  of  God  }  and 
as,  amidft  all  their  acquirements  in  human  arts  and  li¬ 
terature,  they  became  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and 
ftupidly  inconfiderate  and  void  of  underftanding,  a* 
bout  their  prefent  duty  and  future  happinefs. 

ao  And  (*)  Aill  further,  another  celebrated  prophet 
of  later  ages,  Ifaiah  by  name,  wbo  fa  id  more  of  the 
MeHiah  and  his  kingdom  than  all  that  went  before  him, 
fpeabs  with  great  freedom,  opennefs,  and  undaunted 
courage,  both  of  the  calling  of  the  Gtniikt  and  the 
rejection  of  the  unbelieving  Je wr,  how  ofFenlive  foever 
it  might  be  to  the  people  of  that  degenerate  age.  Aa~ 
to  the  calling  of  the  Gtntikt ,  he  introduces  the  Jeho¬ 
vah  of  Ijrael ,  as  faying,  in  a  way  of  free  and  prevent¬ 
ing  goodnefs,  {7/a.  lav.  i.)  I,  from  motives  taken  mere¬ 
ly  from  myfelf,  and  for  the  glory  of  mine  own  fove- 
reign  grace,  was  a  God  of  falvation  to  them ;  and  they 
by  happy  experience  found  me  to  be  fo,  who,  till  I  be¬ 
gan  with  them  by  the  gracious  calls  of  my  gofpel,  and 
the  fecrct  motions  of  my  Spirit  upon  their  hearts,  did 
not  once  think  of  forking,  worfhlping,  and  ferving  met 
but  inllead  of  that,  were  bowing  down  to  dumb  idols 
of  their  own  invention,  and  thereby  provoking  me. 
And  1  was  made  known,  in  a  diftinguifhing  and  effec¬ 
tual  manner,  by  the  preaching  of  the  word,  attended 
with  the  illumination  of  the  Spirir,  to  them  who  went 
contentedly  on  in  the  way  of  their  own  dark  and  foolilh 
hearts,  and  had  never  before  fomuch  as  concerned  thexn- 
felves  about  me,  or  inquired  after  me,  or  how  they 
might  find  favour  in  my  fight j  and  who  never  would 
have  done  it  had  I  left  them  to  themfelves. 


2i  Bur,  on  the  contrary,  as  to  the  rcje&itn,  cf  the 
unbelieving  Jews*  tbc  fame  prophet  tells  us,  that  God, 
fpcakirig  after  tbc  manner  of  men,  faid  to  the  1 1/raclites , 


(Ifii. 


NOTE, 


•  lieu  fadly  t!iis  prophecy  was  verified,  in  Adt  *iii.  4^  and  it;:,  j,  ,3.  and  *iii. 
w1 ^  nd  pc^ti>  ihc  rage  ar*d  envy  ;»f  tbc  Jews  n* 

^  tit?  c^iucrJ^Ji  oi'  riir  <jwl:to9  may  bef^a 
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day  fang  1  have  }faM  ]iy.  2.)  *  I  have  iifed  all  maimer  of  indeariog  and 
pcrfuafivc  methods  mch  them,  by  many  gracious  pro- 
dtobcdicnt  and  miles,  by  Ihiraculoiis  and*  indulgent  providences,  by 
ffdu&yfrg  j*q-  the  importunate  cipoftularioDa  of  my  fervams,  and  by 
^  the  fecret  drivings  of  my  Spirit^  time  after  time,  to  in¬ 

vite  their  returns  to  me  \  yea  I  have  continued  to  do 
this  with  unwearied  carndtnefe  and  patience,  like  one 
that  pleaded  with  them,  and  flood  ready  with  open 
arms  to  rectiv c  them,  from  morning  to  night :  But  it 
has  been  to  an  obftinate  and  ungrateful,  unbelieving 
and  contradicting  people,  who*  through  the  hardnefs 
and  corruption  of  tbeir  hearts,  bare  refilled  my  kindeft 
overtures  and  bare  fet  themfelves  to  oppofe,  and  even 
fpealc  evil  of  them,  when,  at  laft,  they  were  made  by 
‘  tbe  Meifiab  bimfelf  and  hb  apoftles:  and  therefore,  the  j 
day  of  my  patience  being  expired,  1  wili  no  longer  wait 
to  be  gracious  to  them* 

RECOLLECTION & 

How  ixncerety  ddirous  are  Cfarlft’s  faithful  Servants  of  the  ftilvatioo  of  ihtii 
beams  1  How  carneft  in  their  pleas  with  God  fof  them  !  And  bow  grieved 
that  fo  few  receive  the  gofpebreport  i  They  watch  fat  their  fools,  and  are  wit* 
,ling  to  think  and  fpeak  the  beft  they  can  of  them  ;  but  are  troubled  at  heart, 
when  they  perceive  that,  through  criminal  ignorance,  and  pride  of  Spirit,  they 
have  Such  light  thoughts  of  the  Arid  demands  of  God’s  jufUce,  as  to  imagine 
that  they  can  fecurc  his  favour  by  their  own  imperfefi  performances,  and  will 
rat  ftoop  fo  far,  as  humbly  to  depend  on  tbe  righteoufuefs  of  Chnft  alone 
for  juftification,  through  frith  in  him,  who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  rightc* 
oufnefs  to  every  one  that  believes.  How  encouraging  is  it  to  think,  that  the 
jmpoflib'iiitits  tf  the  law,  as  requiring  perfefi  obedience  in  order  to  eternal 
life,  are  not  now  enjoined  as  the  condition  of  obtaining  it j  but  that  a  way  of 
free  mercy  is  opened  in  the  gofpel  for  it,  and  is  practicable  and  cafy  to  every 
one,  who,  by  tbe  power  of  divine  grace,  is  enabled  to  bdicye  with  the  teart 
unto  rightcoufoek  l  Tbe  righteouftiefs  of  faith  is  brought  near  to  timim  in  the 
jnimftratiou  of  the  word *  and  brought  home  to  their  very  hearts  m  the  Appljcn- 
tianaf  the  Spirit  :  The  work  of  falvation  is  already  wrought  out  by  Chrift  * 
be  has  come  from  heaven,  and  fully  fati&ficd  the  law  and  juftice ;  and  has  been 
railed  from  the  dead  in  teftimeray  of  h  :  Wbofoever  calls  upon  him,  in  a  way 
of  religious  worlhip*  as  a  divine  Saviour,  and  believes  m  him,  whether  he  be 
a  Jtw  or  GentiUf  a  greater  or  Uflcr  turner,  he  fliall  never  be  afoamed  of  his 
hopes,  or  confounded  through  a  disappointment  of  them;  and  whoever,  from 
this  principle  of  faith,  makes  an  horttft,  fret,  and  open  proferffion  of  Chrift,  in 
his  perfon  and  offices,  doArines  and  ways,  whatever  it  may  colt  hiin,  ill  all  cor- 
Uin^y  obtain  complete  fa  1  vat  ion  through  him.  O  with  what  hearty  welcome 
ihould  they  be  entertained,  that  are  lent  with  Chrtfi’s  eommiflton  to  preach 
this  blcfled  gofpel !  It  brings  glad  tidings  of  peace,  aud  is  the  belt  news  that 
ever  came  to  the  fallen  funs  of  men ;  And  how  great  is  the  advantage  that  may 
be  hoped  for,  in  attendances  on  its  muiiftrations  !  Fnitb  comes  by  hearing, 
and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God  :  Thk  is  his  ordinance  for  bringmjr  fouls  to 
the  obedience  of  faith;  and  the  nuuifters  of  Chrift  ought  to  be  faithful,  pkin, 

and 
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^  *  Here  is  an  attafron,  either  to  the  cue*-  fum  to  the  lively  aAion  of  an  mtui. 
ging  bdiariour  of  an  afeAbnatc  mother  who  moves  and  extends  hU  airn $,  in  token  nf  hi* 
Opens  her  arms  to  tnlnce  a  fro**nf  diiltl,  ddiring  audkon,  aud  vf  the  vctaixitiic  ^ 
aid  encourage  Hs  coming  tv  her ;  or  v\  adu-  bis  a&irtA* 
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and  courageous  in  preaching  the  whole  mantel  of  God,  bow  much  foever  fome 
nay  be  offended  at  it.  Alt  the  wifdom  of  this  world  is  fooliftincfs,  conpaird 
with  that  which  is  to  be  learnt  by  means  of  the  gofpel  *  But  Cod  begins  with 
us,  before  we  begin  in  earned  to  feck  after  him.  W  hat  furpriRnp  grace  in 
this !  And  bow  amazing  is  the  patience  of  God  towards  a  provoking  people  ! 
He  ft  retches  out  bis  hands  to  them  in  the  miuiftrattons  of  his  word  nod  gofpe),  and 
continues  long  to  Arise  with  them  by  fccret  fuggtfUonsof  his  Spirit,  though 
they  defpife  and  oppofehim ;  and  his  Joagfuffering  often  turns  to  falvation, 
after  he  has  waited  many  yean  to  be  gracious.  But  bow  ihottld  turners  dread 
thethought  of  going  on  ftill  to  rejefl  Ohrid  and  bit  gofpcli  left  the  time  of  'God’s 
patience  fliould  expire;  and  be  Arnold  remove  them  from  the  gofpeL  or  the 
goiptl  from  them,  and  they,  before  they  are  aware,  thould  wonder  aod  pertfh  1 
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7 be  apofile  /hews  that  the  rejection  cf  the  Jews  is  not  umverfal ;  but 
that  God’s  eleEt  among  them  obtained  falvation  by  grace,  while  the 
•  rejl,  through  the  blindnefs  and  hardnefs  of  their  beasts,  fell  Jhort  of 
it,  i, — to.  7 hat  Gods  cutting  them  off  as  a  nation ,  from  his  vi¬ 
able  church  and  covenant,  is  nor  final ;  and  that  as  be  had  over  ruled 
their  unbelief,  for  making  the  Gentiles  partakers  of  gofpel'priviteges 
in  their  field  \  fo  the  Gentiles  ought  not  to  hifult  over  them,  on  this 
account ;  bvt  rather  take  caution  from  them  to  watch  agaisffi  pride 
and  unbelief,  lefi  God,  in  his  righteous  fsverity,  jbtuld  unchurch 
them,  as  he  had  the  Jews,  -who  neverthelefs  J hall ,  in  due  feafbh,  be 
nationally  catted,  and  brought  istto  Gods  vifible  covenant  again,  ! !, 
— 32.  And  the  whole  is  clofed  with  a  folrnn  adoration  of  the  prafotmd 
■wifdom,  goodnefs ,  and  jufiice  of  God,  in  all  the  forementioned  dif- 
penfations,  331—36. 

Tujt.  Paraphrase* 

ISGodcall»**r  'RUT  from  w^at  I  hare  been  faying  about  God's 
his  people  1  ^  righteous  and  fbrereign  dealing  with  the  unbetie? 

forbid.  Forialfo  ring  Jews,  fhall  we  conclude,  that,  though  he  has  fa  id, 
ikluS!h!!  %  will  not  cafi  tf  his  people,  nerforfake  bis  inheritance, 
Juni,  i/ibe  tribe  (rial.  xctv.  14.}  he  has  neverthelefs  umverfally,  and 
•1  fciijunia,  for  ever  abandoned  the  whole  body  of  this  favourite  na¬ 
tion,  which  has  been  for  fo  many  ages  a  people  viGhle 
in  covenant  with  him?  No,  by  no  means;  jwtr*) 
Far  be  it  from  any  of  us  to  impute  fucb  unfaithfuinefs 
to  him:  He  has  not  excluded  them  all  from  eternal  fal- 
ration  through  Jefus  Chrift ;  For  even  1  myfclf  am,  by 
parentage,  of  the  flock  of  Ifrael,  being  defeended  from 
Abraham,  the  father  of  the  whole  nation,  and  particu¬ 
larly  from  Benjamin,  Jacob’s  youngeft  fon,  who  it  is 
well  known  was  the  head  of  one,  though  indeed  one  of 
the  ioweTt  and  leaft  of  the  twelve  tribes  ;  and  yet,  in- 
Head  of  God’s  calling  me  off,  as  he  juftly  might  for  my 
former  unbelief,  btafphemies,  and  perfecuttons  of  the 
church,  he  regarded  me,  as  a  chofen  veQel,  {AEls  ix. 

if) 
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15.};  and  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jcfus  has  b«n  fo  ex¬ 
ceeding  abundant  toward  me,  that  1  have  obtained  mer¬ 
cy,  through  him,  to  eternal  life*  (1  Tim.  t.  13,  14 } 
lGodfathnot  z,  3  Whatever  therefore  God  doth  with  multitudes 
fcM,£fh  i!*  dfr^lites  after  the  flefh,  and  might  righteoufiy 

forXuew.Kw<*  have  done  them  all,  for  their  heinous  provocations; 
ye  dm  what  the  yet  he  has  not  rejected  thofe  of  his  antient  people  *, 
w^om*  m  ^ 16  eternal  counfcta  and  dehgns  of  love  and 
jvJtcrh  imcrec^  grace*  be  diftingui (bed  from  the  rdt,  regarded  as  the 
fiiMi  to  God  a*  true  fpi rit ual  feed  of  Ifrael^  and  chofc,  not  merely  to  exrer* 
c«nft itncl, &y-  nal  priTjleges*  but  alfo  to  fpccial  and  laving  benefits; 
15  jr  they  But  he  has  effectually  called  thefe  according  to  his  pur* 
hav«  killed  thy  pofc,  (cArf^*  viij,  38-} :  So  that  it  is  now,  in  this  day 
prophets.anddi^-  Qf  general  revolt  among  the  Jewy  as  it  was  in  former 
Jlurs;  and !  am  times-  Do  ye  not  know,  and  cannot  ye  eauly  recollect, 
left  alone,  and  what  the  facred  feripture  has  recorded  concerning  Eli- 
they  feck  my  life.  ja^  ^  Jn  the  hiftory  of  that  prophet,  how,  in  his  ho 
ly  jealoufy  for  God  and  his  glory,  he  is  repiefemed  as 
mournfully  complaining  of  the  ten  tribes  of  the  chil- 
dren  of  Jfraely  and  as  even  pleading  in  his  prayer  to 
God  againlt  them,  [nnyx***  **")  for  their  having  ge* 
Derail y  fallen  into  idolatry,  together  with  their  rultrs, 
in  apoftanzmg  days  of  Ahah  }  Saying,  (t  Kings  xis*  to- 
14-)  LdrJ,  they  havtforfaken  thy  covenant,  which  then 
madeft  with  them;  and  their  fathers  have  perfected 
thy  true  and  faithful  prophets  unto  death  *  and,  in  the 
inadnefs  of  their  zeal  for  their  idols,  they  have  even  de* 
molilhed  the  altars  f  that  were  eie&ed  and  dedicated 

to 
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•  HZf  pebpk,  which  the  apoflle  fo  empha¬ 
tically  lay*  God  firekrtrut*  l  think  cumit 
mean  the  whole  nation  of  the  whom 

he  ha<J  ehoien  to  be  his  peculiar  church  2nd 
people,  in  ti!fIi[i^ion  from  ah  other  n&uor* : 
For  it  ri  plain  from  the  whole  tennr  of  his 
ditour/e,  that  God  bad  exp  away  the  hulk  of 
them  ;  and  his  main  argument,  iri  the  great* 
eft  part  of  this  chapter  from  ver-  1 i»  to  ver. 
ya-  is  to  prove  that  God  had  done  fo-  Hot 
thofe,  -*#hvm  bt  fottktitTv^  Ijgnifics  thofiTa* 
mnnw  that  chofen  body  of  people,  whom  Ue 
had,  in  a  ftill  more  di(J  in  gobbing  meaner, 
peculiarly  chftfcnj  and  bid  out  in  hi*  eternal 
CoUftdcls,  a s  the  objects  «f  his  fpecia!  love, 
that  he  might  eifeftually  call  and  ftve  them  ; 
or  as  it  had  been^preffed,  (chap. v in.  ip, 
30O  whom  he  fo  foreknew,  as  tc*  have  pre* 
Jtfiitwttd  th*m  U  It  coujorttttrJ  U  tfo  t>ji«k*r  vf 
Ins  aed  10 fo* *f,  in  confluence  thereof, 
he  caUcd^  jaJHJitdt  a ndglerifeti  (fire  rhe  nmc 
there.)  And  they  are  here  ipoken  of,  in  di- 
ftinftion  from  the  Uxly  of  the  J6vn  *  and  are 
called,  in  the  fifth  and  frventh  rcries  of  this 
chapter,  a  rsKxsnt  az:ir:*ir£  t:  ftt  <1 **11:  a  if 


r  e  . 

jrwr*,  j?irih  oi/j h'td,  in  oppofrion  totH'  r-!t 
of  llut  people,  who  v„oe  Minditl.  And  'h  t 
flicks  th^r  in  pr eroding  dlieoDil^,  the  a* 

polHc  had  a  refprft  tv  paiMCtilar  perlutis, 
veil  as  to  the  ft~?s  and  GerttMct 
confulend,  in  what  he  lud  laid  about 
having  Tome  among  iUc  Gco/f/ti,  and  rtj.il- 
mg  utlicrs  tiic  fewu 

■f  Thcie  chon  could  not  include  the 
at  Jcrttfigem ;  for  tliat  ais  out  of  the  re^r  ttf 
the  ten  triWt,  *ho  avc  here  fpoXtn  of :  Hift 
they  teem  to  J:avc  bran  ihofc  which  .$ 
hod  ereiled  hcronr  the  building  of  the  t;:::- 
plct  (r  ^itn.  vih  17-  and  ii,  tj,  and  v\\.  1. 
i.)  and  that  which  Efijab  vepatred (  (i  K  - 
xviii.  jo.)  The  ten  tribes  might  prohabi-x 
by  Gsifs  fpccial  dtfpcn[ation,  otftr 
upon  (hcfealtuis,  when  their  kings  rtflrr.i 
ed  them  fr^m  gainj  to  and  *,f,.i. 

they  ne verthe let’s  would  not  fiewifice  tv  .J; 
calvu  at  Dan  and  firth*  !t  which  G<id 
forbid :  And  as  the  coin iiiuaj ice  of  tl  etV-  J 
tii';;  was  a  public  tcAhnony  lire 

v*^-iuc  idoUtiy  in  Afol\  days,  he  il 
girtcauty  of  the  people  in 


Ch.  ii. 


Tbe  Epiflle  ta  the  Romans  faraphrafuL  4 97 


io  thine  honour  and  ferWce,  for  offering  (3 orifices  to 
thee,  as  the  only  living  and  true  God.  And  fo  gene¬ 
ral  was  the  viCble  defeftion  of  tho/e  times,  that  the 
prophet,  Jj>eaking  according  to  his  own  apprehenfion  of 
things,  bud,  Such  is  the  violence  of  their-  outrage,  that 
I,  of  all  thy  true  worfliippers  and  fervams,  as  far  as  I 
can  find,  am  the  only  one  that  has  furvivtd ;  and  the 
apoftates  are  alfo  homing  after  my  life  to  'deflroy  it .  .So 
great  is  their  fury,  and  to  fuch  an  exceeding  low  ebb  is 
thine  intereft  reduced  among  the  people  of  this  age. 

«  But  what  4  But  what  was  the  anfwer  which  God  gave  >tm 
under  this  melancholy  appearance  of  (bines  ?  It  was 
him?  1  have  re-  verY  encouraging,  and  Rands  thus,  (1  Kings  xix.  18.) 
Served  to  myfcif  Notwithstanding  all  your  iaddemng  thoughts,  as  though 
(mn  t^ou^a<i  there  were  none  left  among  this  people,  whofe  hears 
not  bowed  the  are  ngbt  wtth  me,  ana  continue  in  my  covenant,  I  have 
hneew  /ttimajf  not  given  them  all  up  to.  the  evil  ways  which  they 
have  been  tempted  to,  and  which  their  own  hearts,  left 
to  thcmfelves,  would  naturally  have  cbofen ;  but  in  my 
gracious  purpole,  and  by  my  effectual  influence,  I  have 
let  apart,  and  referred  to  myfelf,  as  a  peculiar  proper¬ 
ty,  for  tbe  praife  of  mine  own  glory,  many  more  than 
you  are  awaie  of :  Though,  comparatively  fpeaUng, 
they  be  but  few ;  yet  they  are  in  themfelves  a  confider- 
able  number,  no  ids  than  feven  thoufand,  which,  even 
in  thefe  degenerate  and  perilous  days,  bave  been  kept 
from  running  wirb  the  multitude  to  do  evil  j  and  have 
not  fallen  into  the  common  corruption  and  idolatry  of 
the  age,  by  paying  any  religious  homage  to  tbe  image 
of  Saal*. 


1  %yn  fo  then  5  Now,  to  apply  this  to  the  cafe  in  hand ;  as  it  was 

time'aifo  thereli  t^eii,  *n  l**e  nla,lner  it  is  now.  Though  1  have 
a  rcmruoc  ic-  fpoke  of  my  being  one  of  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham* 
cording  whom  God  has  diftinguifbed  by  bis  grace  among  them 
whom  he  foreknew,  (t ter.  1,  2.)  I  am  far  from  think¬ 
ing,  as  Elijah  did,  that  l  am  the  only  one  of  this  fort: 
For  notwitbfianding  the  deplorable  infidelity  of  the  main 
body  of  tbe  IfraelUes  in  this  prelent  age,  there  is  even 
novf  a  referve,  (mw*«)  which  rhough  it  be  hut  like  a 
final!  remnant,  compared  with  the  whole,  are  a  much 
greater  number  than  may  he  apprehended,  even  many 

myriads 
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them  down,  and  even  in  digging  op  their  and  to  which  the  generality  of  the  ten  tribe* 
very  foundation;,  that  there  might  be  no  re*  of  Ifritl  paid  their  adorations,  alter  the  ex- 
matning  trace*  of  them  to  prdeive  their  mo-  ample,  ami  in  jbc.lu-nce  to  the  authority  of 
tnory.  *  that  wicked  /the?  a«.l  bis  qui-ca,  as  may  be 

*  AWwasin  Mol  of  tbe  SiduiinM  which  gathered  from  1  Kli-gi  xvi.  31 ,  J-,  ’j.  ant! 
AbiA  nit  up  and  worlhipped  Upon  his  mar-  «iii.  as. 
rime  with'  Jnstft,  the  daughter  of  their  king, 

Vot..  Hi.  -t  I» 
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aiding  to  flic 
ctertkui  of  grace. 


4  Anri  if  V 
(rrect,  then  ij  it 
no  more  of 
ftorbiin  lierwift 
g«<e  it  riQ  ituKt 
joe.  But  if  1/ 
if  of  works,  then 
it 


myriads  ot  Jews  i«Auvs  Acls  mi*  20.)  whom 

God  Ims  brpyght  to  ttUevc  ia  Chrift  t&  the  faviag  of* 
ttbcir  fcvls,  accordiog  ro  that  free  and  eternal  choice 
wbkK  he  made  of  them  ia  the  riches  of  his  own  Sove¬ 
reign  mercy  and  grace. 

6  Ai?dif  GodTs  choofing,  calling,  and  fcving  feme, 
rather  than  others,  be  properly  the  effe£t  of  his  own 
mere  favour  or  grace  *,  as  it  certainly  is,  (a  Tim  L 
9*}  then  it  is  neither  ia  whole  nor  in  gait*  owing  to 
any  fort  of  good  works  forefeen  in  them*  or  done  by 
them,  as  if  tliofe  works  deferved  it,  op  were  antecedent 
motives  to  it :  For  to  fuppofe  otherwife,  is  to  deftroy  the 
very  idea  of  grace,  which  Ggoifies  entirely  free  and  un¬ 
merited  favour,  as  proceeding  from  the  mere  good  pfe*- 
fyre  of  God,  [ Eph .  i.  5,  6-  and  Luke  xin  31*)  without . 
any  wort-hinefe  of  h^objefks  to  induce  it.  But*  on  the  * 
contrary,  if  God’*  peculiar  regard  to  them  be  oo  account 
of  their  good  works,  in  any  view  or  confideratton  of 
them  whatsoever,  as  prewko\*By  moving  him  to  it,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  food  copceit  of  proud  felf-jufticbries. 


f  TV  Iftnrfftl  Mr  Lwlte  fbppofes  that  tKw 
exclufion  uf  works,  from  the  notion  of 
^rarc  Jo  not  extend  to  all  manner  of  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  perlqns  rhofen,  from  thole 
thxr  were  recited;  but  that  Cod,  in  his 
chufing,  “itfcrred  who  were  the  heft  dif- 
P°^i  and  roofi  inclined  to  hi*  lemct;  and 
fb  hi*  U  like  (hat  of  a  prinre,  who  out 
of  itlds,  whom  he  ha*  rciuiciil  under  hi* 
po’arer,  tJtufe  u  vefit**  of  mwf)  tbofethat, 
hr  find',  Jrafi  infedod  with  maiire,  obftinaev, 
and  reMifrih  And  this  author  imagines, 
tJut  wilho»t  forw  regard  *0  a  dlffcicitcc  in 
the  thing*  taken,  from  ib;c  tbt  are  left,  w 
('annul  h?  called  Cfioitc*  To  illul^Rte  which, 
he  infUnccs  in  a  hand/niof  pebbles,  that 
nrc  t3Km  out. of  a  hvap,  and  ft  par*  ted  from 
the  reft ;  l>uf  if  it  be  without  any  regard  to 
any  dtffcreiHT  in  thc.r>  from  others  that  are 
rejerted*  he  doubts  whether  any  body  can  call 
them  cbofcjit— -But  his  inftanre  of  rthtfo  fttm 
to  be  very  defertive;  bcc^iifc  1  lb  vtretgji  may 
fjjitrc  whom  he  pleafa,  and  all  good  difpe- 
Jr' lour  hi  vnr,  ninre  tlwin  anotlier,  are  of 
<i>r! ;  and  it  is  apparent,  in  fart,  tharfomc 
of  the  very  mr ft  of  fiut.crt  are  chofei,  and 
CT’ikhquertfiy  juft  died,  faadtified,  and  laved, 
f  Cor.  vi.  n.  while  mhrn  ol  fairer  chant* 
iecs  srt  KjrGnl,  like  that  young  man  in  die 
£ofrcl,  MjTth.  xi*.  ttf, — it.;  ;inriottrapo- 
Pie,  in  hh  foregoing  difeourir,  had  Tcj>rr- 
fciiicd  lliem  whom  God  chufe,  «ml  them 
whjm  he  rejetfed,  a*  originally,  and  of 
thcmlelrcs,  in  all  refpech  e^asi,  and  afoibel 
God's  chufiug  fom c,  rather  than  other*, 
JT>etv[y  to  fill  hiving  rxcirej  twAjum  fie  wiH 
r  *w<>,  ii*  oppolitiou  to  tlair  own  -tvtiftitg 


TIL 

and rnwJiwjT,  a?  the  cattle  of  It,  chap,  ii,  it, 
— id,  Nor  is  the  in  (lance  of  taking  a  hand¬ 
ful,  of;  fthbte*  out  of  a  heap,  a  proper  iliu* 
drat  ion  of  this  point  f  for' it  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  Cod  at  random,  or  takes  one 
rather  than  another,  without  though f,  or 
without  fonit  wife  reafaas  in  hioftlf,  though 
they  be  none  ip  them  why  he  fbuuld  take 
one  rather  than  another,  Hnce  be  u'trfj  sit 
/Ari Hf  t  M&r&tg  tv  hh  pxrfrt/f,  afifr  iht 
of  £1  oxen  Mf\U%  (Eph.  i,  ji.)  and  he  czti 

Efbrify  lib.  grace  muft,  by  chauging  the 
icarts,  and  altering  ihc  tempers  and  difpof^ 
t ions  of  the  moil  olttfipete  and  rebellions,  as 
he  in  fart  doth  of  all  thete  whom  he  chuics,  to 
nuke  whathe  would  have  them  to  he,  and  to 
Btthcm  foraDlwering  every  delign  for  which 
he  chofc  them  :  And  ar  in  chafing,  where 
1  here  was  no  pterions  diffircuce,  he  piirlm-s 
his  great  ?iew  of  exalripg  the  glory  of  the 
/flveretgsy,  as  well  a*  «f  the  fronds  of  ins 
grace  1  fo,  were  pebbles  creatures 

hnw  would  thole  of  them  be  vltii 

idmiratiuo  and  praife  of  ihe  dilHng  11: filing  la* 
vour,  that  fbould  rake,  and  frparatctKem  f^r 
the  nobleft  perpolb,  rather  than  otUtra  ol 
tlK  fame  heap,  though  there  wa*  no  ahtuc- 
dkot  dif&jctKc  between  them  ^  Anti  were 
there  fli.eh  didlrencc  as  Ihoold  be  thecae  ft 
of  preferring  lomc  before  others,  i* 

his  original  dioicc,  there  would  lowly  ht 
focric  fort  of  mrr/i  or  TDarthtutfi  tn  them,  ri* 
ther  than  in  the  others,  as  the  rea fun  of  hb 
choice;  which  would  tutcrly  dcftioy  ihopo- 
file’s  notion  of  grace,  aod  all  bis  rvafoai}^ 
on  thi*  fubjert. 


Cb,  xU 

it  ii  oo  more 
pet:  other sufe 
wk  u  no  more 
work. 


$  Wh*f  then  ? 
libel  hub  nocob- 
[lined  that  which 
Kc  feeketh  for ; 
fait  tbf  eleflion 
h jth  obtained  ir, 
:nd  the  reft  were 
blinded ; 


I,  According  as 
it  it  wriiicn,  God 
hub  given  them 
thrfpfrit  of  flom* 
Wtefes  that  they 
untold  not 
tad  eusihatthcy 
ibouLd 
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(Luke  xtitu  rr,  **«)>  then  w  is  no  longer  to  be  afcribcc! 
merely  to  the  free  and  uxidt&rved  favour  of  God :  For 
to  fuppofe  that  it  were,  would  be*  in  the  very  nature  of 
things  to  fet  afideall  merit  of  works,  fAtff  being  utterly  in* 
confittent  with  the  notion  of  free  and  entire  grace.  Tht  fe 
things  are  fo  dirtftly  contrary  one  to  the  ether,  that  they 
cannot  be  blended  together;  but  falvatitin,  from  firftto 
hit*  muft  be  (imply  of  the  one,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other,  as  the  proper  moving  caufe  of  it.  It  muft  be 
cither  of  grace,  or  of  debt,  (chap*  iv.  4.) 

7  What  then,  upon  the  wholes  is  the  true  ftate  of 
the  cafe?  whv  it  Hands,  in  Aort,  thus;  The  generality 
of  rhe  Jews  have  not  obtained  rightcoulhelsof  juililica* 
tion,  which  they  camefUy  defire  and  endeavour 

to  acquire;  becaufe  they  fcck  it  net  by  faith ,  but  as  it 
were  by  the  works  of  the  U iw,  (chap.  i*.  31,  3  a-}  whieb 
ihews  that  it  is  not  to  be  had  in  a  way  of  merit*  But 
rhofe  of  that  cleft  nation,  whom  God  has  cbofen  to  fcU 
vation  *,  by  a  mere  aft  of  his  own  free  will,  through 
fanRif cation  of  the  Spirit ,  and  belief  vf  tbe  truth ,  (2 
Thef.  ii,  13*)  have  obtained  righreou  Turfs  to  eternal  life, 
thro1  faith  in  him  who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righte* 
Oufkefs  to  every  one  that  believes,  (chap*  x-  a.);  and  the 
reft  of  the  JfraeKtcs  after  the  flefh,  that  were  left  to  them* 
fetvea  according  to  their  own  deferts,  became 

blind  and  flupid  f ,  hardned  and  obftinate,  with  regard 
to  Chrift,  and  the  way  of  falvation  by  him  \  fa  that  they 
(tumbled  at  him  through  their  own  impenitence  and  un¬ 
belief,  which  feave  them  without  excu  re¬ 
ft  And,  fevere  as  this  doctrine  may  feem  to  fame, 
we  have  plain  traces  of  it  in  the  feripturea  of  tbe  Old 
Te  foment,  where  inlhnces  of  this  kind  among  the 
Jews  are  recorded  in  former  days,  which  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  examples,  and  prophetic  hints  of  what  would 
come  topafs  in  after-ages,  according  to  what  is  written 
ia  Ifaiatin  prophecy,  ( chap ,  vi.  9,  10.)  Go  and  tell  this 
people ,  Hear  ye  indeed,  but  under jl and  not  ;  And  fee  in* 
deed,  but  perceive  not ♦  Make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat ; 
and  make  their  ears  heavy,  and  fimt  their  eyes  5  leji  they 

fee 

N  O  T  E  fl. 


«  The  abftna  h  here  pur  f ot  the  concrete, 
the  tittlio*  for  the  ettft,  a*  ibcdrewfifaft  i* 
put  for  the  wKumqftt*  chap-  ii».  jo.  jod  iv* 
jV  They  might  be  thus  c  ilkd  io  hgntfy, 
that  tltflloB  the  orlginsd  fpdog  of  their 
ooTcrGon,  and  of  alt  their  happiwfs ;  arid 
here  ts  evidently  one  clflftrafl  within  anotlicr; 
vnt  more  fpccfrl,  to  faving  benefit*,  oot  of 
mother,  moie^neral,  to  exrerod  privileges. 

*■  By  the  An#  rule  sinrifhrfis,  It 


would  h*Yt  been,  the  reft  brfvc  wt  wimac d  1 
Km  the  apofHe  nther  chofc  to  fay,  thtrtjf 
vrrr  bhnded,  to  miiinate,  that  the  proper 
euilcof  their  not  obtaining  what  they  taught 
for,  wa*  nu:  any  degree  U  God  about 
but  tie  wilfui  biinthids  and  hardneft  of  thrir 
own  minds  and  hearts,  which  made  them 
ftumMe  at  Cliritt  to  their  ovin  pcrdiibtt, 
elv* p*  is  34. 

i  i  ^ 
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Jbonld  mi  hear,  jge  -with  their  eytSy  and  hear  with  their  eart%  and  under* 
nnc»  tbi*  uy-  jtand  ■with  their  hearty  and  convert)  and  be  healed  }  and 

(chap.  xxix.  to.)  The  Lord  hath  poured  out  upon  you  the 
Jpirit  of  deep  jleepy  and  hath  clofed  your  eyes .  Thefe  aw¬ 
ful  pafTages  are  applicable  to  the  people  of  thefe  times, 
and  plainly  amount  to  this.  That  lot  their  refolute  in¬ 
fidelity,  God  ha*,  hi  a  judicial  manner,  and  in  terrible 
righteoufnefs,  given  them  op  to  their  own  ftupid  and 
obdurate  temper,  which  would  not  attend  to  His  awake¬ 
ning  and  repeated  warnings,  but  chofe  to  Deep  on,  that 
they  might  take  their  reft,  without  any  dHhirbanee  of 
their  carnal  fecurity  :  By  his  thus  juftly  withdrawing 
from  them,  and  tearing  them  to  the  wickcdnels  of  their 
own  hearts,  and  the  power  of  Satan,  tbe  eyes  of  their 
minds  are  lb  blinded,  that,  as  they  would  not,  they 
lhall  not  fee  the  clear  revelation  which  God  has  made 
to  them  of  the  way  of  their  duty  and  happinefs  :  And 
their  ears  are  fo  throughly  dcafned,  that  as  they  would 
not,  they  (hall  not  bearkeo  to,  and  be  reclaimed  by, 
the  loudeft  voice  of  judgment  and  mercies,  or  the  moft 
alarming  and  engaging  mefHiges  of  his  ferrants;  (fee 
the  note  on  chap.  ix.  i8.):Thu$  it  was  of  old  j  and  thus 
it  continues  to  be  with  many  of  the  unbelieving  Jews 
■  down  to  this  prefeiit  time. 

fifth,  thdr  9  And  t^ie  like  is  fpoken  of  in  a  prophetic  Pfahn  of 
table  be  made  a  the  Mejjiati s  days,  (PfaL  Ixix.  32,  33-)  where,  to  ihew 
fcarc  that  it  is  for  their  qwn  ahufes  of  God’s  goodnefs  that 
any  are  thus  given  up  by  him  to  thechofen  way  of  their 
own  perverfe  hearts  *,  Davidt  fpeabtirg  of  the  public 
enemies  of  God,  and  religion,  arid  carrying  his  view- 
forward  to  the  enemies  of  thrifty  fays,  under  the  form 
of  an  imprecation,  not  with  a  revengeful  temper,  but  by 
way  of  predifHon,  under  an  impulfe  of  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  As  they  gave  him  gall  for  bit  meaty  and  vinegar 

to 


N  O  T  X. 

*  Ti«  (Ms  r*?jcth  rfilm  wm  prophetic  And  though  (So  royal  PAfjw^  might  dflittr 
nr  MeJfijb9  appear*  from  fcvrral  pjflagc*  theft  word*  ’Under  the  form  of  an  imprtfti* 
in  it;  a*  particularly  from  tct.  p.  and rer  n,  t*ony  we  are  riot  to  imagine  that  they  pro* 
the  verf;  that  huupcd  lately  prcc&ki  thofc  cor dal  fro m  bis  ow'd  private  (pin**  hut  from 
wliith  jis  as  they  ^rt  itn-  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  by  which  he  then 

rfererf  ivy  :iic  iVtrrtfy :  F«nhe  jitli  anduft  fpoke;  and  couIcqneniJy  we  ought  not  to 
irerfc*  tire  cxprertly  cited,  and  interpreted  in  thtnfc  ouriilve*  warranted  from  hence,  in  u- 
the  Hew  Tcrt^mtiir,  in  an  application  at  flag  any  imprecation*  upon  others  from  i 
them  to  ChriJV,  John  ii.  i?.  Rorm  xv,  3,  fpirit  of  revenue,  of  under  pretence  of  punts 
Mirth*  xxvii,  3*,  481  and  John  xjx  zeal  againft  the  enemies  of  Chrift  and  rdi* 

Accordingly  what  JJimif  fuid  of  fhofc  that  gfon*  Befrta,  the  Hebrew  verbs  there  uicl, 
'urere  tncniTt*  to  himlclf,  who  wjs  a  type  0/  may  he,  and  iowctiipefi  are,  rendered  in  the 
Chrift,  may  juftly  be  applied  to  th*  on  he-  future  tcnfcof  the  iwfawfhtf  mood,  »  well  as 
Jitvii'R  Tt’W,  that  thcmjelves  a^ainft  the  in  tFciit^r^V  mood;  and  (a  may  be  con- 
M-fti  Ji ;  01  he  he  foppoJed  to  {icrtboate  fidered  rather  as  prediction*  of  what  wutJ  lt\ 
Child,  in  tlL‘Dttfiditioni of  jud^mcnti apiod  than  as  imprecations  of  what  one  imu/ii  1*7+ 
hir  incorrigible  citcmic*  ihzi  crucified  him ;  It  be*  See  Xbr  W£lby$  ao*e*  on  tbia 


Tie  EplfiJe  to  the  Romans  parcphrajed. 
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JJ**  ♦JJ1?*  to  drink f  (Pfal*  Ixix*  ai.)  let  bittcjirefe  and  death  min- 
a  S*e  wih  all  that  they  pride  themfelves  in,  and  rate  their 
(Dinpwt  tune  happinrfsbyj  let  the  bountiful  fupplies  of  providence, 
d“nu  which  ibould  have  been  iifed  with  temperance  and 

thanfefuJndV  bur  which  they  have  abufed  to  the  pam-p 
pering  of  their  fenfuai  appetites,  and  fpoiling  ail  tafte 
for  fpiritual,  holy,  and  heavenly  things,- be  fuffered  to 
entangle  them,  like  filly  birds  in  a  marc:  Let  all  that 
JhouH  have  hen  for  their  wlfarty  (Pfah  bux*  22.)  be 
as  a  trap  to  catch  and  hold  them  fail,  like  wild  beafts, 
in  the  darknefs,  prejudices,  and  carnality  of  their  own 
minds:  And,  as  they  pcrverfely  Humble  at  Chrift,let 
their  enjoyments,  through  their  abufts  of  them,  be  an 
occafiou  of  their  {tumbling,  like  blind  and  drunken 
that  fall  to  their' own  perdition.  And  let  all  this 


men. 


to  Let  their 
tytt  hedar  LtucJ, 
(hai  they  may  not 
fa  *  and  bow 
down  tbdr  back 
alwi f# 


it  Hay  then. 
Have  they  turn* 
tried  that  they 
&uul4  fdl  ?  God 
forbid; 


be  the  juft  reward  of  their  difobedierice  and  infidelity, 
according  to  their  own  defms. 

10  As  they  hate  the  light,  and  indulge  to  their  own 
pride  and  luxury!  which  debafe  the  foul;  and  as  they 
refobtely  peril  ft  in  their  rebellion  againft  Chrift,  and 
againft  all  the  authoritative  and  endearing  methods  of  pro¬ 
vidence  and  grace  $  let  them,  according  to  the  natural 
tendency  of  fucb  evil  coorfes,  be  delivered  up,  in  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God,  to  their  direful  effects  ; 
even  unto  the  blinding  of  their  minds  with  refpeft  to 
things  which  arc  moft  excellent,  and  which  concern 
their  everlafting  peace,  that  they  may  nor  fee  tbe  way 
of  their  efcape  from  deferred  wrath  and  ruin.  And  do 
thou,  O  Lord,  in  juft  retribution  for  their  refolute  con¬ 
tempt  of  thy  Sou,  and  of  all  thy  mercies,  keep  them  un¬ 
der  perpetual  bondage  to  the  powers  of  this  world  *, 
and  to  Satan  and  their  own  corruptions,  like  Daves, 
whofe  backs  are  bent  with  labour,  and  i nhe/e  him  con¬ 
tinually  Jtake,  {Pfal.  Ixix.  a 3.)  hy  carrying  heavy  (wi¬ 
dens  under  the  yoke  of  the  moftoppreOive  tyrants :  And 
fince  they  arefo  fenfuai  and  carnal,  as  to  feek  andohoofe 
this  world  for  a  portion,  let  them  go  on  to  pore  upon 
earthly  things,  and  never  have  a  heart  given  them  to 
look  up  towards  heaven,  and  con verfe  with  things  above. 

ri  But  from  what  has  now  been  faid  about  God’s 
having  referred  only  a  fmall  remnant  of  the  Jfwi,  and 
Tqc&ed  the  reft  For  their  unbelief,  which  hy  this  time 
is  become  a  national  fin,  as  their  priefts  and  rulers,  and 
all  ranks  aod  orders  of  people  among  .them  have  gene¬ 
rally 

T  E. 

here  tiled*  U  the  (feerj  per  fan 
it  intimates,  thit  God  had  a  rrj^ntcub  hand 
in  in  Gifting  ( htf  puutituDcnt  of  Uiur  iniquity 
upon  them. 


TT  O 

*  Hew  an  a]  hi  Go n  to  the  fare  of  Ifmtti 
Tgvfiiaa  boii^ge,  in  ihrir  drlrvcrarct  from 
uoicKGod  (aid*  He  W  {hem  go  *prijbtt 
(Lev/am.  13*}  Aod  as  the  T<rb  (rv/' 


jfoi  The  Epifilt  t$  the  Rovuws  paraphrafti*  Ch,  it. 


forbid:  butrfl/*;*r 
through  their  IA\ 
ftlvaru»n  rs 
nuro  the  Gem  ties, 
for  to  provoke 
flies  to  juloufy, 


ally  gone  inio  ir,  tnuft  wz  hence  conclude,  that  God  has 
ftjffgred  them  wfturableatChriiito  their  own  perdition, 
{chap,  ix*  3?.}  io  the  end  that  the  n/bolt  body  of  them* 
as  a  nation  f,  fhouid  fall  (**  from  their  amieut 

privileges*  to  their  utter  ruin,  and  that  irrecoverably 
and  for  ever  ?  Is  this  God*s  defign  ip  fo  awful  a  difpen- 
fation?  an4  lhall  this  be  the  fad  event?  No*  by  no  means, 
[ft*  ytrotTa]  far  be  it  from  us  to  entertain  a  thought,  fo 
injurious  to  his  merer  and  his  faith  fuinefs  :  But  we  mu  ft 
rather  conclude,  as  me  event  thews  in  o^eafure  already* 
and  as  in  future  times  wilt  more  fully  appear,  that  God 
gracioully  and  wifely  ddigned,  and  accordingly  has  or* 
dered  in  hi$  providence,  that  their  offence,  (*<*f*Tr**«Tj) 
by  falling  into  the  fin  of  obftinarely  reje&ing  Chrift, 
fhould  be  over-ruled,  and  turned  into  an  occafion  of  the 
gofpel's  being  the  fooncr  fent  to  the  Gentiles  f  as  the 
means  of  their  felvation*  (dfft  xiii,  46*  47*) ;  and  the 
ready  reception  it  Oiould  meet  with  among  that  idola¬ 
trous  people,  which  are  fo  much  the  objeft  of  JtwiJS 
detrftation  and  envy,  at>d  were  fo  unlikely  to  receive  it, 
was  defigned  and  ordered  to  be  a  further  means  of  trial 
to  the  themfelves,  for  flirring  up  a  noble  emula¬ 
tion  among  them  to  equal,  and  even  exceed*  the  Gentiles 
in  faith  and  obedience,  that  fo  defptfed  a  people  might 
not  be  their  rivals,  and  carry  away  the  gofpeJ*  and  all 
its  privileges  and  Weflitigs  from  themfelves. 

11  And 


N  o 

f  Hew*  as  I  take  it,  the  apfdlle  adnnees 
In  his  argument  to  the  rejeftion  of  the 
(rad  calling  of  the  Gentiles*  ^  muanatly  coo* 
littered,  more  directly  and  fully  than  hither* 
to  :  For  though  he  bad  iruerfperfed  feme 

thoughts  of  this  tendency. in  the  preceding 

difccutfc,  from  the  18th  verfe  of  the  eighth 
chapter,  to  the  loth  verfe  of  this,  to  prepate 
hia  way  gradually  lotfrat  point  which  he  knew 
would  be  ntrofl  of  all  provoking  to  the  Jrffj', 
end  even  o>  faroe  that  yc re  chrittUnized 
pmong  them;  yet  he  there,  in  n;y  humble 
ipjvn;*erftont  fprak*  more  apparently  and 
Ur^riy  of  fit  at  difpenfed  vrilh 

a  ii>vcndg:i  clifEinftion  between  God's  elcO 
pro  1  fltbcrj,  even  among  the  chofeii  body  of 
the  rfe^s,  m  well  at  among  ;hc  Genilk^  who 
were  made  partakers  of  the  means  of  grace 
for  hringing  about  Cod's  actual  defign  cf 
merry  towards  muUhndes  of  them  1  And  he 
therr  iijufhares  his  argument  about  God's 
thuCjig  feme  and  rejtfling  others,  by  in- 
rtannng  in  ft-tgh  perlbtis,  fuch  as  Jacoby 
£/««,  and  Pitirwh*  and  by  ilt  children  cf  the 
trcjn  ft\  tint  are  accounted  for  the  jeed%  which 
he  calls  rcm art*/,  QCCfrJin*  SO  ttff  eledidi  of 
Jtacfj  in  diftinft ion  from  the  Wrof  the  If 
after  tfce  ficih  out  of  which  they  were 
fhLolen  $qd  called.  Cue  frop  tJiU  veife  to 
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the  thc^poftfc  neither  makes  any  fuch 
JtjtfKiHoji  of  feme  from  Others  out  of  the 
feme  body  of  ^people,  nor  iJluftrates  his  ar¬ 
gument  with  fuch  ftrfonA  examples;  but 
fpeaks  chiefly*  though  not  coafincdly,  of  a 
vtfihle  chttruh-ftate,  and  of  external  privileges, 
as  means  cf  falvaiicn,  which  Jhosld  be  tnnf* 
hrred  from  the  Jev^rjh  nation  to  the  GerSiie 
world,  and  be  made  effcftoal  to  vail  numlicrs 
of  them ;  hut  which  jn  after* ages  fbould  be 
reftored*  with  glorious  and  eatcidWe  tSc^qr, 
to  the  Jews*  when  God  fhould  take  aw^y 
their  fins;  and  with  fliil  greater  enlargement 
to  the  Gfjtft/rii  AcronltL^ly  he  rfprd^r; 
the  cove  nan  r  church  ftire  of  Ifraei  crder^hc 
figure  of  oftvt-in^  from  which  they, 
a*  a  nation,  had  cut  tTi&nfeEvcs  off  by  un(>cr 
lief,  and  into  wbkh  the  GenSik J,  like  ;hc 
branches  of  a  vild  ofiverfret*  w m  gtifred  ly 
faith,  to  partake  of  all  its  privileges  and 
hlelTings;  and  fpcaks  of  the  whole  nativn  of 
tli si  bqfj  in  a  foedent  lcnf;t  and  of 
the  gracious  regard  Go  t  would  hereafter  Ihcw 
to  thorn,  on  aceuunt  of  their  national  elec* 
tion  for  their  fiber's  fakes';  fp  that  they,  in 
due  rime,  like  dons  of  the  good  olive  tree, 
fliould  he grafted  again  Into  the  old  flock,  to 
partake  of  ^l|  Its  ylnpc  f^r  their  fpiritu^  be 
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'*  N*<sir  the  n  And  (A)  if  the  apoftacy  (™  of  the  Jnw 

tit  rich*  of  site  an<*  tbeir  falling  off  from  God's  covenant,  ibifloW 
«oHd,  *hd  tbr  no  longer  his  peculiar  people,  be  made  a  proper  occaGon, 
(iminiftong  ^of  jn  the  cousfels  and  method*  of  divine  wifdono,  for  the 
Itfrte  Gettiic^  fo0"**1  enriching  of  the  Gentile  world  with  the  Bofpel- 
in*  mnrh  most  revelation,  which  contains  the  moft  iueftimable  bUffings, 
ibdifstadi?  and  makes  them  rich  toward  God  that  by  faith  receive 
it:  And  if  the  fault  of  the  Jews  in  loffttg  tbeir  ni2i>y 
privileges  *,  and  the  dcfc£t  of  believers,  as  to  the 
fmail  number  oi  perfons  of  that  character  among  them,- 
be  made  an  occafton  of  bringing  the  unRarcbaWe  rich¬ 
es  of  Cbrift,  the  more  fpeedily  to  the  poor  deftitote 
nations  round  about  them ;  how  much  more  will  the 
faith  of  the  Gent  Her  be  confirmed,  and  yetpr  eater  mul¬ 
titudes  of  them  be  converted,  to  their  abundantjoy  and 
glory ;  when  the  time  (hall  come  for  the  whole  body  of 
the  Jews  to  be  naripnally  taken  into  covenant  again, 
and  n-ftored  to  a  complete  enjoyment  of  the  blcfluigs 
which  they  now  ieje£k  by  unbelief  ? 

13  It  is  with  the  greatrft  pleafure  that  I  fpeak  of  this 
eminent  advantage,  which  has  arofe,  and  will  ft  MI  fur¬ 
ther  accrue  to  the  Gentiles ;  For  I  mention  it  particu¬ 
larly  to  you,  the  Gentile  part  of  the  church  at  Rome, 
for  your  comfort  and  joy  ;  becaufe  I  am  in  a  peculiar 
manner  appointed,  and  fern  by  Chrift,  to  be  tbe  chief 
of  his  apolilee,  to  miniftcr  the  gofpcl  to  the  Gentiles, 
wherever  I  come,  or  hare  opportunity  for  it:  And  how 
much  foever  fome  may  envy,  and  others  defpife  me, 
and  be  enraged  at  me  for  this ;  I  count  it  an  exceeding 
honourable  mini  dry,  that  is  committed  to  me, 

*«<*»  Mi  I  glory  in  it,  and  glorify  God  for  it,  and 

for  the  remarkable  fuccefs,  which,  by  his  grace,  has  air 
ready  attended  my  difeharge  of  it,  and  which  will  be 
its  bleffed  confe-quence  yet  more  abundantly,  when  the 
fulnefs  of  the  GfntHes  Grail  come  in. 

14  1  mention  thefe  things  to  your  joy  •,  not  from  any 
difrefpeft  or  ill-will  to  my  countrymen,  the  Jews,  nor 
to  encourage  your  infultiog  them  $  but  with  an  affec¬ 
tionate  concern  alfo  for  them,  and  good  defign  toward 
them;  and  I  fltould  heartily  rejoice,  if  it  may  pleafe 
God  fo  far  to  own  me,  as  that  now  at  length  by  this, 
if  not  by  other  means  which  I  have  tried,  l  might  ftir 
up  fome  of  them,  who  are  my  kindred  according  to  the 
flefh,  to  a  holy  defi;e  and  endeavour,  by  divine  grace, 
to  outstrip  the  Gentiles  in  their  reception  of  Chrift  and 

the 

NOTH. 

*  Tie  £mxi Mur  (ti  nlifu)  lipUficj  the  vi  7.)  which  :*  the  only  phee  htfidrs  thif 
fftfif  or  tejeli,  end  is  itadsrcd  fault,  (1  Qtr.  wiua'C  it  is  ufed  la  the  New  Tahment. , 


13  Pari  Ipcalc 
fo  yoo  (rim tiles, 
in  ts  much  as  I 
ira  the  spooler  of 
the  Gentiles,  I 
magnify  mine  t?f~ 
ice  7 


t4  Tf  by  »y 
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fion  tk'#t  utlrith 
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might  fare  feme 
of  them. 


if  Pot  if  the 
calling  away  of 
tbcm  be  the  re¬ 
conciling  of  the 
workl  j  what  jW// 
tlir  receiving  of 
f&tw  hct  but  lite 
from  the  dead? 


16  For  if  the 
firQ-frnir  be  hrtty, 
the  tamp  h  alfo 
hotj  :  and  if  the 
foot 


£ 


nto 


the  gofpcl;  and  whofe  nation  I  anus  tenderly  and  warm* 
ly  affe&ed  to,  as  tho>  they  were  members  of  my  own  na¬ 
tural  body  :  And  it  is  my  great  ambition  to  be  a  happy 
inftrumenr,  in  the  hand  of  theSptrtt,  for  recovering  fome, 
at  lead,  of  them,  by  this  means*  from  their  impentteoce 
and  unbelief}  and  for  bringing  thtfm  into  the  way  of  fal- 
vatioti,  in  order  to  their  deliverance,  through  Jefbs  Chrift, 
from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  their  inheriting  eternal  life* 

1 5  But  to  return;  I  fay  that  the  national  con  veriion  of 
the  Jews  hereafter  will  be  an  exceeding  great  advantage 
to  the  GentHet  :  For  if  God’s  rejecting  the  Jew*  and 
throwing  them  out  of  hisyifibie covenant,  for  their  obfti* 
nate  infidelity, be  turned  into  an  occafionof  hishaftening 
to  fend  the  gofpel  to  the  Genfilest for  bringing  them  into 
a  Hate  of  favour  with  him,  thro’  faith  in  his  Sou :  What  a 
wonderful  effeG  will  there  be  of  God’s  receiving  the  Jews 
again  into  his  covenant,  whenthereihallbeageiiefalcoii* 
verfion  of  them,  andhefhaH  reftorethem  to  their  original 
church-flare  and  privileges, through theirem bracing  their 
own  Mefliah  by  faith?  This  will  be  fuch  a  furpHzing,  dc- 
lightful,  unexpected,  fudden,  and  glorious  event,  as  will 
caufe  abundant  joy  to  the  believing  Gentiles,  and  will  be  a 
means  of  quickening  vafl  multitudes  among  them  to  the 
Jife.ofGod,  who, tilhhen, remained  dead  in  tfefpaffesand 
fins ;  yea,  it  will  make  fuch  a  beautiful,  lovely,  aqd  illnftri- 
ous  change  in  the  face  of  the  whole  church  as  will  be  like 
a  refurreftion  from  the  dead.  And  this  general  convert 
lion  of  the  Jews  is  hy  no  means  to  be  defpaired  of. 

1 6  For  as  the  offering  of  the'firlWrairs  *  fanSificd 
the  whole  harveft,  and  the  offering  of  a  cake  fan&ified 
the  whole  mafs  of  dough  ;  fo  if  Abraham  was  viGbly 
feparated  to  the  Lord,  and  became  federally  holy  by 
that  everh fling  covenant  which  he  eftabtijbed  with  bun, 
to  be  a  God  to  him,  ttnd  to  bit  feed  after  him  in  their  ge* 
aerations,  {Gen.  xvii.  7, 19*);  then*  in  the  like  cove- 
nant-ftnfr,  the  whole  body  of  his  defendants  are  holy, 
as  a  church  vifibly  confecrated  to  the  Lord;  And  as 
branches  partake  of  the  nature  of  their  root ;  fo  if  A* 

brah&m* 

T  E. 

of  dough.  Lev*  xxiii*  10,— tj,  wd  NamK 
xt*  ip,  to,  it 4  And  it  is  evident  from  the 
then  prefect  Bate  of  Ifi #{,  that  when  tlw 
a  polite  fpcalu  of  the  whole  cation  of  the 
'Jews  as  ialrr  it  cannot  be  meant  of  a  perfir 
sal  and  iiihertn}t  but  of  4  relative  and  exur- 
w ei  holixufe,  raperfcn*  and  tbtas*  that  were 


.  NO 

By  tbe  firff+frmtey  feme  nnderfland  the 
Jcrv-Jb  converts  which  at  hrft  entered 
tne 


Chriftian  church,  and  we re  accepted 
of  God  But  though  )  havcgbircdatthis, 
1  rather  incline,  with  others,  to  take  the  firfl* 
fndii  and  the  rco/,  to  mean  the  feme  things 
under  different  alLufons;  and  to  Ggnify  the 


«f 


,  -  — ,  -  -  - - *  -  * - dykd  an  Uh 

At  was  con  ^Cfateu  to  God,  the  ofiinog  of  people^  in  difHndhn  from  tbt  nations  that 
the  firfl-lritfts  fenftined  the  whole  prajuft  of  were  out  of  the  pak  of  the  covenant,  DtvL 
the  harydt,  and  (he  offering  of  a  rake,  or  of  xir,  a,  at,  and  xxvi,  18,  vi.  13, 

two  wavc^toavcs,  fenttUkd  the  whole  lump  Ita**  viiL  >4.  wi-  J 
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hm  J*  Wy,  A  brabam,  who  was  the  root  of  admiaiftration  to  the  Jew- 
th«  imachEs.  church  and  nation,  as  their  natural  and  federal  fa* 
ther,  were  relatively  holy  by  the  conftitution  of  that 
covenant  which  was  made  with  him  and  his  feed 5  then 
his  natural  poftcriry,  confidcred  as  fpringing  from  him, 
and  included  in  that  covenant,  mutt  be  relatively  holy 
too.  And  therefore  there  is  abundant  ground  to  hope, 
that,  though  the  generality  of  the  piefent  generation 
have  cut  off  themfeives,  and  their  natural  feed,  from 
their  covenant  church  ftate,  and  all  its  privileges,  by 
their  unbelief  ;  yet,  in  after-ages,  from  the  love  which 
God  bears  to  them,  as  a  community,  and  from  the  na~ 
tional  election  he  has  made  of  them,  for  their  fathers 
fakes,  {ver.  26.}  he  will  be  fo  gricioufly  mindful  of 
his  eve rlafting  covenant,  as  to  convert  the  body  of  them 
to  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  and  thereby  bring  them  and 
their  feed  into  all  the  privileges  of  a  church  ftate  again: 
Some  little  fpccimen,  pledge,  and  earneft  of  which  he 
has  already  given,  in  the  few  of  them  that  are  already 
^ftually  called,  as  a  fort  of  firft-fruits  to  God. 

„  A  ad  if  fame  17  And  if  fome,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  25.)  yea,  e- 

ot  the  bt“*c|**  ven  the  main  body  of  the  natural  feed  of  Mraham  *, 
»<t  thoa7 uing  that  fprang  from  him,  as  branches  from  their  root,  are 
a  r3d  oJi’vr-trrc,  cut  off  from  their  covenant-claim  for  their  unbelief} 
ffj"  and  if  any  of  you,  who  are  Gentiles ,  and  as  fuch  were 
1  ud  “  your  natural  condition  Jlrangers  to  the  covenants  ef 
premi/e,  (Kph.  ii.  12.)  and  like  branches  of  a  wild  0- 
live  tree,  were  ufelefs  and  unprofitable*  worthy  to  be 
rejected,  and  fit  for  burning ;  if,  neverthelefs,  by  the 
wonderful  kindiiefe  of  God,  contrary  to  all  reafonabte 
expedition,  and  to  the  cuftom  of  men,  who  ufe  to 
graft  the  branch  of  a  fruitful  tree  into  a  wild  (lock,  you 
were. incorporated  into  a  church- Hare  under  Abraham* c 
covenant,  as  his  fpiritual  children,  through  faith  in 
Chrift,  (Cat.  iii.  29.)  together  with  thofe  of  his  natu¬ 
ral  offspring  that  believe;  and  fo  are  like  the  cion  of  a  wild 
dock  f,  that  is  inferred,  with  its  buds,  among  the  na- 
NOTES.  tural 

*  Far  underfonding  this  and  fame  follow-  covenant;  and  their wrtofcVj,  mii  fits*  tf 
bg  verfts,  we  arc  10  con  fitter,  that  a s  God's  the  uxtural  breaches  of fie  r wt  and  faftnfs  of  the 
covenant  firil  mode  with  Abraham  and  t>hvt  trte¥  fignifies  the  believing  Gentiles  be- 
bn  feed,  ht  is  meant  by  them/;  ami  the  inf  admitted  to  fhare  equally  wth  the  bdi> 
viGMe  church  of  /frerf,  as  fpringing  from  him,  ymc  Jem*  in  aJi  the  b  Idlings  and  privilege* 
and  from  that  covenant  made  with  him*  U  of  tlie  covenant  made  with  Abraham  and  hu 
mont  by  the  tiod  jiw*  as  it  ii  repre-  feed,  and  of  the  church -ft ate  into  which  God 
^Lnted  under  this  figure,  Jer*  xi,  id,  and  had  brought  them. 

biof  m.  d-  and  by  the  f stuffs  of  the  dive  tree,  |  Graf iiug  a  branch*  which  is  always  with 
Is  meant  the  btcjjhm  and  primUge  t  whidi  its  ht  A/  Qt  ongly  intimates*  as  here  applied 
belonged  to  their  cnurth-Hatr,  by  virtue  of  to  believing  Gentiles^  that  they  arc  brought 
(bat  covenant,,  Accordingly  the  gattirai  into  Ahra covenant  with  their  children , 
iMJCfhrrfignify  Abraham's  offspring  after  the  to  partake  of  the  fame  privileges  to  which 
flrih ;  and  the  vntf  o#w  inr%  Jignifc  the  tlie  children  of  believing  Jew*  were  intitled, 
GtntiUs;  and  the  graftimg  in  of  them  that  mere  and  from  which  thole  of  uobelieven  among 
cw  »f  cf  the  u*ti3  afivt  trcty  fi goifics  Ond's  them  wclv  cut  rtf',  together  with  their  jja* 
taking  the  be llcv big  Gentiles  into  his  vifiblc  rent*. 
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iod  will)  then 
ptffikeft  of  the 
nw  sen]  fatoeft 
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ttt  Bbdlwu* 
fdoftihebRMh- 
cs;  but  if  thoa 
boaii*  Ebon  bor¬ 
ed  not  tlie  root, 
hoi  AetMtibcb 


tv  Then  wilt 
fcf  then*  The 
bnnchei  <rcrc 
broken  off,  that  ( 
might  be  graiFeJ 


ToWtfl;  be- 
duieof  uQbctfef 
Jthey  were  broken 
off,  end  than 
*  ftindcrt 


tara!  branches  of  a  good  tree :  And  if,  with  thofe  be* 
litriog  Jews,  you  are  made  pittakrr  of  all  the  promi- 
fet  and  ordinances,  privileges  and  bleffings  of  the  gra¬ 
cious  covenant  made  with  Abraham,  as  though  you 
yourfclf  had  been  one  of  hisi  natural  and  believing  de¬ 
scendants,  {GaL  iii.  14,  and  Epb.  iii.  6.)  and  fi>  ate 
like  a  graft,  which  derives  fap  from  the  root,  and  is 
noarilhed  by  the  generous  juices  of  a  good  olive  tree, 
(t ter.  X}-)  to  make  it  flourtfliing  and  fruitful :  If,  I  fay, 
you  are  thus  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord ; 

18  Take  heed  of  vaunting  againft  thofe  7rarr,  who, 
becaefe  of  their  unbelief,  are  call  out  of  God’s  vitible 
church,  like  branches  that  are  eat  off  from  their  own 
good  tree ;  do  not  entertain  a  high  conceit  of  yourfelf, 
as  if  you  were  more  worthy  than  they,  and  might  now 
defpife  and  intuit  over  them,  as  they  formerly  dealt  by 
you :  Out  if  you  find  any  evil  difpofition  to  haughttnels 
aod  infotcucc,  and  to  a  contemptuous  flight  of  them, 
on  this  account ;  remember  that,  as  the  branch  of  a  tree 
do  not  bear  the  root,  bat  the  root  the  branch  ;  io  you, 
of  the  Gentile  race,  that  are  but  like  a  branch,  and 
that  an  engrafted  one,  among  the  believing  Jews,  con¬ 
tributed  nothing  to  Abraham,  or  bis  defeendants,  as 
God’s  covenant  was  made  with  him  and  bis  feed;  but 
you  derive  all  your  church-privileges,  through  them, 
from  him,  as  the  father  of  many  nations,  even  if  all 
them  that  believe,  (chap.  iv.  11,  17,  18.}  and  by  car¬ 
rying  it  fcornfully  to  them,  who  like  natural  branches 
fprong  from  him,  you  in  a  manner  infult  over  Abra¬ 
ham  himfetf,  who,  like  a  roof,  originally  bore  them,  and 
now  bears  you* 

19  But  perhaps,  one  or  another  of  you,  Gentile  con¬ 
verts,  may  objeck  againft  what  has  been  offered  to  check 
yoar  vainhoatltng  againft  the  Jews,  that  they  were  cu; 
off  from  their  church  ftate  and  privileges  by  the  wife 
ordination  and  difpofal  of  God,  in  order  to  the  making 
of  room  for  me,  and  other  Gentile  believers,  to  be  in- 
felted  in  their  places,  as  a  cion  is  grafted  on  a  tree,  to 
fupply  the  place  of  dead,  withering,  or  fruitlefe  bran¬ 
ches,  that  have  been  joftly  and  prudently  taken  away 
from  it :  And  therefore  1  may  have  Tome  reafon  to  think 
better  of  myfelf  (Ran  of  them  ;  and  to  look  upon  them 
with  difdain,  as  the  molt  abandoned  wretches. 

30  Well,  admitting  this  to  be  one  great  defign  of 
God  in  this  difpenfation ;  yet  it  is  to  be  confideied,  that 
it  was  becaufe  they  reje&ed  Chrift,  and  the' way  of  lal- 
vation  by  him,  through  their  obilinate  unbelief,  that 
God  caft  them  out  of  his  vifible  church  and  covenant, 

and 
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and  removed  his  gofpel  from  them  to  you :  Aod  you 
ihould  ever  remember,  that  it  is  only  by  faith,  which 
you  credibly  profefs  to  have,  in  Jefus  Chriti,  as  you* 
only  Saviour,-  that  you  have  been  brought  into  their 
privileges,  and  have  hitherto  flood  {«**■)  in  pofieffion 
of  them*  Let  ihefe  conCderations  therefore  be  a  cau¬ 
tion  to  you,  that  you  may  not  give  way.ro  a  conceit  of 
your  own  wonhineCt,  and  a  contempt  of  others,  or  to 
fetf-confidence  of  our  own  ability  to  perfevere  in  your 
holy  profclEon  ;  but  that  you  labour,  in  the  Arength  of 
divine  grace,  and  in  the  ufe  of  all  appointed  means,  to 
maintain  an  awful  reverence  of  God,  with  an  humble 
moJelt  diffidence  of  yourfelf,  and  godly  jealoufy  over 
your  own  heart,  and  a  holy  fear  of  finning  and  falling, 
after  tbeir  example,  by  unbelief,  which  you  are  natu¬ 
rally  as  prone  to  as  they,  and  of  thereby  offending  and 
provoking  him  to  call  you  off  likewife. 

For  if  God,  in  bis  righteous  judgment,  did  not 
think  fit  to  bear  fo  far  with  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham^ 
as  to  cad  them  off  for  their  unbelief,  though  they  were 
hts  anlient  covenant  people,  yoo  have  juft  reafon  to  fear, 
left,  if  you  indulge  to  pride  and  unbelief,  he  ihould  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  like  exrremity  again  A  you,  for  abuGng  his 
grace,  whereby  he  has,  10  contrary  to  all  your  defens, 
taken  you,  who  were  not  of  his  people,  into  their  pri¬ 
vileges. 

a  2  Obferve  therefore,  and  ferloufly  refleft  upon,  the 
wonderful  benigmty'(j;p*r«-»«*)  of  God,  in  free  vouch- 
fafements  of  mercy  and  goodnefs  on  one  hand  *,  and  up¬ 
on  the  Aridne&  of  hi*  juAice,  («*«•#««)  jD  cutting  off, 
on  the  other,  that  are  difplaycd  in  this  difpenfation  ;  I 
mean  the  exa&  and  unyielding  juftice,  which  he  baa 
(liewn  in  taking  away  the  gofpel  from  the  Jewt/h  na¬ 
tion,  that  fell  from  their  covenant-privileges  by  unbe¬ 
lief;  but  the  remarkable  and  undeferved  kindnefs  which 
he  has  extended  toward  you,  who  lay  among  the  out- 
caA  Gent  Met,  in  fending  his  gofpe)  to  yon,  and  open  in? 
your  heart  to  receive  it,  as  you  profefs  to  do ;  and  (o 
taking  you  into  his  church,  and  admitting  you  to  all  its 
glorious  privileges  and  blellings,  which  will  be  hleffings 
indeed,  in  cafe  you,  by  an  humble  faitb,  {hall  continue 
within  the  fphere  ofhifgoodnefs  :  But  if,  through  pride 
and  unhelief,  you  abufe  this  merciful  difpenfation,  God 
will  aifo  un-church  you,  together  with  all  fitch  nomi¬ 
nally  Chrilian  Gentiles,  as  he  has  the  Jews',  and.  you, 
as  well  as  they,  (hall  be  cut  off  from  bis  vilible  cove* 
p^nt,  and  from  all  the  blellings  pertaining  to  if. 

33  Afld 
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ij  And  they 
dfi>,  IfiHeybkk 
Dot  flifl  to  imfcc- 
fcef ,  ball  be 
grafted  io  t  for 
God  i$  able  to 
graft  them  to  ^ 
gain. 


*4  ForiTtbou 

wt  cot  oot  of 
the  oHre  -  tree 
which  h  wild  hy 
wore,  sod  were 
grafted  cootrvy 
to  Dame  huo  a 
good  olwtTte ; 
how  rnadi  more 
Hull  tbde  which 
be  the  niterd 
bratrtbti  he  graf* 
led  into  their  own 
oitartft tl 


%S  ForTvoold 
Dot }  brethren  t 
tfiat  ye  Oiould  be 
ignorant  of  tbit 
4>jfltry,  (left  ye 
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33  And  to  return  to  what  has  been  already  fogged- 
ed,  (ver.  1 1, — i6„)  If  the  Jevrijb  nation  do  not  ftill  con¬ 
tinue  refolurely  to  rejeQ  their  only  Mefflab,  by  perill¬ 
ing  in  unbelief*  even  they  (hall  be  taken  into  God's 
church  and  covenant  again.  And  it  is  far  from  being 
vnfuppa fable,  that  they  flioold  be  recovered  from  their 
incredulity,  aod  Ho  teftored  to  their  autient  privileges : 
For  how  defperate  foever  their  prefent  condition  may 
feem  to  be,  like  branches  cut  off1  and  withered,  and 
quite  dead  ;  yet  the  great  God,  with  whom  all  things 
are  poffible,  can  as  eafitv  convert  them,  and  fo  graft 
them  again,  through  faith  in  Chrift,  into  the  covenant 
of  Abraham  their  father,  from  which  they  had  cm  them- 
fetves  off  by  unbelief,  as  be  has  the  believing  Gentiles, 
who  formerly  were  icitkoui  Cbrif,  being  aliens  from  the 
commomseaitb  of  [fraef,  and firangtrs  from  the  covenants 
of  premife,  having  no  hope,  and  •without  God  in  the  world. 
(Eph.  it.  ia.) 

14  Nor  is  it  at  all  incmcciveable  or  improbable,  that 
God,  in  bis  due  time,  Ihould  deal  thus  graciouily  with 
his  indent  people,  the  Jews'.  For  if  you,  who  was  a 
Gentile  by  birth,  were  taken  out  from  among  the  idola¬ 
trous  nations,  that  never  had  been  iocluded  In  Abra- 
hands  covenant  before,  and  were,  by  nature,  as  worth¬ 
iest,  defpicable,  and  ufelefs  as  the  branches'  of  a  wild 
olive  tree  ;  and  if  yoo,  by  fuperoatural  grace,  were 
brought  into  the  covenant  of  promifes,  to  partake  of  all 
the  privileges  of  the  church  of  .God,  which  is  like  graft¬ 
ing  the  cion  of  a  wild  olive,  direftty  contrary  to  its  own 
nature,  into  a  good  olive  tree,  to  mend  and  entirely 
change  its  qualities,  and'  make  it  fruitful j  bow  much 
snore  rcaforiable  is  it  to  fuppofe  that  the  nation  of  the 
Jews,  who  are  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham,  (hall,  thro* 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  be  brought  back  into  the  cove¬ 
nant  and  church  of  God  again,  from  which  they  had 
cut  themfelves  off  by  their  infidelity,  that  thev  may  par¬ 
take  of  all  its  virtue  for  their  fpiritual  benefit  j  this  will 
be  but  like  cutting  off  the  branches  of  a  good  olive  tree, 
and  grafting  them  agaiu  into  their  own  natural  (lock, 
which  is  originally  fuited  to  convey  the  mod  agreenhie 
nourilhment  to  them.  And  this  is  not  only  probable, 
but  will  certainly  be  the  happy  (bite  of  that  people  to¬ 
ward:  the  end  of  the  world. 

35  For  1  would  unfold  to  you,  my  Chriftian  brethren, 
and  particularly  to  thofe  of  you  that  are  of  the  Gentile 
part  of  the  church,  fbe  grand  fecret,  with  regard  to  this 
point  which  hy  bid  in  the.  counfeh  of  God  from  eterni¬ 
ty,  and  has  been  but  obfcurcJy  hinted  in  antient  pro- 
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Dnuld  be  rife  IB 
you*  own  con¬ 
ceits,)  that  blind- 
ncfs  in  part  n 
happened  to 
uri  f  util  the 
fiends  of  the 
Gentiles  be  couk 


iS  And  To  >11 
[frael  dull  be  fe- 
ved 


phecy  j  and  which,  notwitfaftaiiding  the  dear  revelation 
that  Chrift  ba*  now  oiade  of  k  to  the  apoftles  by  the 
Spirit,  may  dill  feem  to  you,  according  to  prefect  ajw 
pcarances,  to  be  fo  very  ftrange,  as  to  exceed  all  rea- 
fbnable  eipc&ation :  Though  ye  may  be  at  a  lot  how 
to  account  for  it,  1  would  fam  nave  you  know,  and  be¬ 
lieve  the  truth  and  certainty  of  the  thing  itfelfj  left, 
while  ye  indulge  to  your  own  csmal  reafonings,  and 
remain  ignorant  of  the  mind  and  will  o<  God  herein,  yc 
ihould  be  puffed  up  with  pride,  as  if  yc  were  competent 
judges  of  bis  dtligns,  and  fhould  contemn  the  Jrutt 
from  a  conceited  opinion  of  your  [elves,  as  if  ye  were 
more  worthy  than  they  ;  and  as  If  the  favour  of  God 
were  henceforth  to  be  confined  to  you,  and  the  whole 
body  of  them  were  to  be  utterly,  and  for  ever,  exclu¬ 
ded  from  it*  The  grand  fecrer,  which  1  now  mean,  is, 
that  hlindnefs  of  mind  and  hardnefe  of  heart,  have  be¬ 
fallen,  not  indeed  every  one  of  them,  there  being  a  rem¬ 
nant,  even  at  this  prefent  timey  according  to  tie  eUftion 
cf  gracty  that  have  ^/dinedtlghieouGiefs  to  eternal  life 
(ven  $,  7*)  but  that  this  awful  judgment  is  juftiy  come 
upon  the  *  far  greateft  part  of  the  JtujiJb  nation  [or 
their  wilful  infidelity  ;  and  that  this  will  continue  upon 
them,  as  a  body,  not  indeed  always,  but  for  many 
generations,  till  there  lhallbe,  in  God’s  own  time,  a 
more  general  convtriion  of  the  Gent  tie  nations  to  the 
faith  of  Cbrift  and  a  much  greater  number  of  them 
(hall  be  brought  into  thecharch  than  yet  his  ever  been, 
26  And  then,  after  the  fame  manner,  (*™j  or  by  a 
like  general  converfion,  v*ft  multitudes  of  IfraeUtes  af¬ 
ter  the  flefh,  lhallbe  brought  into  a  (kite  of  lalvation  J; 

arid 


N  O 

*  As  tbc  tpnftle,  to  foften  hh  rcpcdcota- 
thn  of  2  fufo)c£t  that  would  be  lb  wry  of* 
fenfivcto  thtjcvu  cxpitflcd  their  genera! 
rdvftion  by  Jhme  ef  the  branches  Son r  beaten 
t*  ver-  17-  to,  for  the  like  ratim,  n*  here 
>  peaks  of  bfadntfk  or  her  doe  ft  (ruf®***)  imp- 
p^ning  4u  them  u  part  j«*Te  though 

L*  meant  it  of  the  generality  of  t&em,  ThU 
phrafe  {nmjttpvi)  muflatwl  in  porit  is  no 
riutfc  ufed,  that  J  cm  find,  in  all  the  New 
T«dhtment,  but  In  this  apoftU’s  writing*, 
rim  has  it  live  limes,  vlt*  here,  and  dnp. 

r^,  >4,  and  2  Car*  i.  14,  and il.^4  In 
ail  which  places,  except  Mom.  xy.  14.  and 
perhaps  in  that  too,  it  terms  plainly  to  %- 
tiily  io  part,  asto  aujnbert  fordiOkigulllibg 
uk  fort  of  persons  from  another,  and  not  as 
tn  meofire  or  de^mt  though*  fimilarphrafe, 
li*  which  is  likewise  rendered  jh 

f  tri \  Is  mofe  rtimmonly  uTnl  to  Jlgnify  ttt 
ibwr  me^ftre^  hy  w*y  of  &ftinAioQ  from  coa*- 
girt cfy,  as  in  1  Ctt*  alii*  p,  in,  is. 


r  e  s* 

f  The  fulnefs  of  tbc  Gentiles  here,  and  fV 
fuiaeft  of  the  Jtvij  ver*  tx.  are  td  be  uLeu 
in  much  the  lame  fvnfc  to  ocb  of  them 
rdpedivdy ;  and  therefore  os  the  fufnefs  of 
the  Jews  fignifies  their  national  conversion; 
£>  the  fotnefs  of  the  Geotittt  coming  in,  icons 
to  import  a  general  conversion  of  the  Gen* 
J Met  through  all  nations  of  tbc  world. 

|  All  Ijraeii  in  this  place,  dues  not  mean 
all  God ’sjpirtfatoi  Ifr*et\  inchifive  or  Jrmtjh 
xnd  Gennk  believers*  as  hi  (Go/*  vi  jg.) 
where  the  apoJile  prays  for  feme  and  were?  s*- 
on  the  (frad  of  God*  iUit  it  is  to  be  here  re¬ 
trained  to  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham^  whom 
the  apofUe  had  called  if? net*  and  his  own  jSrjfc, 
rcr,  7,  [4.  For  it  is  oppoied  to  the  fvlnifi  of 
the  GeniiU jT  mentioned  At  the  ciofe  at  the 
preceding  vcrle;  and  ati  tfoeIt  thox  jbail  be 
Jdxjed^  aniVrer^  to  t  ht  t  stint  ft  of  fh  (Entiles 
that  Jhall  come  w,  with  an  intonation  that 
cbC;  for  Us*  uiurulLDy,  li^Jl  be  in  !*kt  man-* 

Mr 


510  fie  Bpifile  to  the  Romans  paraphrased.  Cfc.  xu 


ted:  wltis  writ¬ 
ten,  There  null 
comeoat  of  5km 
iba  deinerer,  iud 
fh*tl  Mrn  away 
VDoodUndt  fi  iiai 
Jift*. 


%}  For  tbi*  U 
ny  covenant  uo~ 
to  them,  when  1 
Dull 


and  that  people,  as  a  body,  ftral!  be  taken  into  the  vi- 
6b!e  church.  Some  hints  of  which  were  given  in  an* 
Rent  prophecy,-  u  it  «  written  in  IJa.  lit.  20.  which 
wilt  have  its  complete  aecompUfbmcnt  toward  the  end 
of  tbe  world,  and  is  of  the  following  purport  $,  The 
Meflub,  who  is  the  great  and  only  Redeemer  from  fin 
and  wrath,  and  was  typified  by  the  famous  deliverers 
from  temporal  deAru&ion  under  the  Old  Teftament, 
(hall  fpring  out  of  the  church  ef  Ifrael*  as  deriving  his 
human  nature  frem-  them,  and  fliatt  appear  in  the  days 
of  his  flc(h  at  JeruJaim ,  and  tend  forth  his  word  from 
thence,  (ffa.  ii.  3.)}  and  he  Anil  come  but  of  the  New 
Tcftament-ehurcb,  which  he  will.ere£k,  and  which  will 
be  the  feat  ef  his  fpirituai'  refideace  upon  earth,  to  bids 
the  feed  of  Jacoby  who  are  the  children  qf  the  covenant, 
which  was  made  with  their  fathers,  {A9s  iii.  25,  26.) 
and  by  the  merit  of  bis  blood  and  the  efficacy  of  his  grace, 
be  (hall  take  away  tbe  guilt,  the  power,  and  defilement, 
and  the  puiuflimenc  ef  aH  their  uefpafles,  and  particu¬ 
larly  of  their  having  fo  long  otbftioately  rejeded  him  ■, 
and  (hall  make  fnch  a  wonderful  change  upon  their 
hearts  by  bis  word  and  Spirit*  that  they-,  under  his  in¬ 
fluence,  (hall  turn  from  their  iniquities  t-oGod  thro’  him. 

37  And  (*«*)  ftiU  further  toraife  their  faith  and  hope, 
that  this  pformTe  (hall  certainly  be  performed,  God  by 
the  fame  prophet  fays,  in  the  very  next  words,  {I/a*  lix. 
31.)  This  is  the  covenant  which  I  have  made  wirh  tbe 
nation  and  church  of  I/rael  +,  to  allure  them  that  1 
will  haves  gracious  rcgaid  to  their  pattern y  in  tbe  mod 
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Mr  with  the  other.  Bat  as  it  cannot  be  wed 
fbppofcd,  that  in  latter  apes  every  individual 
of  the  G  miles,  no  more  can  it.  that  every 
mdmdaal  of  the  Tews,  Anil  be  eternally  fa¬ 
red  i  therefore  ell  IfraeCs  being  Ami,  may 
either  fignjfy  greeffialtitadet,  as  tbefa/eeis  ef 
ike  G miles  doth ;  or  may  relate  to  tlicir  hi* 
ing  nationally  brought  lota  the  gnlpd-churdi, 
in  which  ftlvatitm  may  wariantably  be  ho¬ 
ped  f*>r,  through  Jefus  Chrill,  anfeemMc  to 
what  /ball  have  been  done  among  the  Gentiles. 

f  As  Sim  is  ioin  crimes  taken  literally  for 
Jerafalem,  or  the  mount  there,  which  was 
tailed  Sifts ;  at  others  for  the  chrurrfi  of  If 
ret •/;  and  dt  others  for  the  Aew  Tejlamthi- 
ebarei ;  and  as  the  prophet  /peaks  of  ibe  Re¬ 
deemer's  eemittg  ie  See,  end  U  them  that  tare 
from  iraxfgrejJwB  is  Jmi,  which  the  apoAtc, 
jnoftly,  according'  to  tbe  Seventy,  raider,. 
The  deliverer  fell  emt  eel  ef  Stse,  end  Jbeil 
turn  eneay  eayeiSneft fmesjaeeb  ;  1  have  taken 
all  theft  ftnfts  into  the  pataphraft.  lint 
whether  the  hA  chnift  0/  the  next  writ, 
When  fjbalt  late  away  their  pas,  br  a  ni»rf;i- 
thm,  according  to  ike  Seventy,  from  Ifi. 
3t  £  vita  pe  or  (rw  any  utl>cr  i«rt  cf  the  Old 


Teftsment,  u  fame  think  i  or  whethrr  it 
only  refer*  to  what  \*  hene  faki  atmut 
dvwjr  wngodHaefi  from  Jcuw,  45  other*  ifcirX 
U  fi>  diuLtfuJ  to  me,  ihit  I  have  left  it  iu> 
dttennined. 

f  Tlie  words  in  fpnabr  that  follow,  X-Vj 
t%  my  mvautiH  wflh  arc-,  my  Spirit,  frit 
it  Vpon  thety  ami  my  wrds,  wkub  1  bavs  put 
in  iby  mouthy  fiali  ju it  dq>ari  oat  cf  thy  m utiK 
•or  aut  of  iU  m&ath  of  thy  ftrd,  jwt  m  s/ 
tiff  month  of  thy  fttd s  ftnJt  path  the  Lvr.\ 
from  btittifmh  and  far  ever*  .And  31 
this  was  £>  ftrong  a.  pimnifc  of  the  covcnan: , 
there  mentioned,  that  God  would  never  ut¬ 
terly  and  finally  call  off  the  natural  ferci  or 
and  was  £6  mUcb  to  thi  apolHe’s  ;:i;> 
pofej  it  icons  to  me,  iliat  hi*  only 
Ing  this  covenant  *  was  ;ufeni  i<» 

lead  our  thoughts  to  hts  dcilgn,  in  rtl’errir^ 
to  it ;  finer,  though  be  did  not  rave  ti  c 
promife  contained  ihcirin,  timi  micht  rai'dy 
bu  fiipplicd,  by  turnsnj  to  the  wdl-l-:n<>*>  > 
jiheeitJelf;  aiKitfieL^^t  doc;  not  come- 

rWrly  and  fully  to  hk  j  Oiiit,  ualc!? 
t;vko  io  the  kvhuls  yf  iw 
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Quit  m*  119  diftaat  generations,  and  which  (bow  long  (barer  I  may 
tiicn  liiiL  feeth  utterly  to  abandon  them)  I  will  fcilfij  in  a  more 

remarkable  manner  to  them  in  future  ages,  when  in  the 
riches  of  my  free  and  fovcrdgu  grace*  on  the  great  Re¬ 
deemer’s  account,  (ver.  0*>.)  I  IhaU  fardon  ^  their 
Cos*  and  turn  them,  by  my  proiuifed  Spirit,  from  them, 
and  particularly  from  their  unbelief,  whereby  they  have 
highly  provoked  me,  and  given  me  juft  caufie  to  calk 
.  them  off  for  ever.  AU  this  thews  that  there  mull  be 
a  time  for  God’s  teftoriug  this  people,  and  bringing 
them  into  his  church  again :  The  true  llate  then  of 
their  cafe  is  this. 


is  kt  concern*  x$?  "With  refp«£t  to  the  gofpel  of  Cbriik,  and  the  way 
ihe  pU,  0f  Cii7jtion  done  through  him,  they  are  indeed,  at 
bivoarCikoi  bat  prcfent  enemies  to  it,  yea,  have  contradicted  and  hW- 
»  iwching  dw  pherned  it,  and  fo  cut  tbemfcives  off  from  ire  privile- 
SSJ  £?  *Z  ««  aDd  buffing*,  «  being  filkd  with  envy  at  its  being 
lahers  £tkn.  preached  to,  and  received  by  you  GentiUs,  (Aiks  xiii. 

45.)  and  God,  in  His  righteous  judgment  to  them,  and 
abundant  mercy  to  you,  has  over  r tried  it  to  your  ad¬ 
vantage,  that  the  gofpcl  might  the.  better  come,  and 
have  the  wider  fpread,  among  you-,  (Ails  iii-  46,  47.) 
and  that  ye  might  be  taken  into  Ha  vifibte  church  and 
covenant  in  their  ftead  \  and  fo  ait  this  is.  for  your  fakes, 
(ver.  it,  12,  15.)  hut  with  refpc&  to  that  free  choice*, 
which  God  of  his  mere  good  pieafore  made  of  them, 
as  a  nation*  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  they  are  Kill  the 
obje&a  of  hU  hind  and  merciful-  regards,  on  account  of 
the  fpccial  favour  he  bad  for  their  fathers  after  the  ffefli, 
even  for  Abraham,  1/aac,  and  Jacob ;  and  on  account 
of  the  choice  which  in  his  love  be  (left  made  of  them 


ig  Fw  the  gift* 
uul  calling  of 
Gad 


and  their  pofterity,  to  be  a  peculiar  people  to  himfelf, 
above- all  o.ther  nations. 

29  Foe  the  blelUngs  which  God,  according  ro  either 
a  national or  perfonal  dr&ion,  ahfolutcjy.  grants  in  the 
promifes  of  an  everlasting  covenant*  like  that  which 
he  made  with  Abraham,  to  be  a  God  to  Aim,  and  his 

feed 
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*  The  apgftlc  had  before  fpokc  of  a  parti'  fueh,  they  were  Mo  red.  for  thrir  father* 
cuhr  election  of  fomc  perfon*  from  amonjj  fakes*  (A«  rue  vafrfAfO  And  fo  it  ai- 
the?™*  unto  eternal  life,  culling  them  4  ftrcritowhat  Deal*  iv.  37-  ztA 

rcvutAt  to  the  deB'm  tf  and  vii.  6t  7j  8,  and  x* ,  rj*  abont  the  Lord'  s  ci ir- 

th{  <;t8b*  that  ebimtttdy  diftinttba  from  finf  /fen,  aad  iJw  o  fpuht  pMi V  to 

of  them  that  w&thH rJcdt  $,  7 .)  bimfttf,  above  aUfrtpfe ;  brcanfi  hi  hved  their 

]Sut  here,  as  I  take  it»  he  fpt^Ju  principally  father^  ai id  cfo/c  their  feed  after  ;  and 
a:  icufr,  of  a  namaet  clcftLm  of  their  body,  yet  jt  can  hardly  be  flipped,  that  God 
t*>  be  God's  jimilur  people,  in  difliuftion  fhould  dm  tie  a  nhf>k’  iiiitiuh  to  be  his  people 
ftvm  theGtfjrfifn :  For  in  this  fotreflfcing  ton*  vitibly  in  tovenant  with  him,  and  n*.t  have 
t  *\U  he  had  bon  diibourii  ng  alxwt  the  Jews*  fame  among  them,  whom  he  chfcfo  to  fail!** 
i,s  u st&itily  amfoleitd ;  atU  he  here  uyii,  holiattV,  and  {aivatfou* 

thjt  to  God’s t  lection  of  ttem,  xa 


Cb.  xi. 


5t2 
God  on  vkhogt 


jo  Tor  a*  yt 
in  limes  part  hive 
not  believed  God, 
yet  have  now 
obtained  mercy 
ihrooghibcirua* 


31  Even  fo  have 
theft  -  alfo  flow 
not  believed,  that 
thro*  your  vftcr- 
ey  theyalfb  nay 
•buin  mercy. 


31  For  God 
bath  concluded' 
them  >11  in  nabc- 
lief. 
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feed  after  Aim  in  their  generations *  (Gen.  xvii.  7.)  and 
the  calling*  which  depends  on  his  own  mere  favour*  in 
accomplishment  of  hia  free  choice  and  promifea,  are 
fuch  as  he  neither  doth*  nor  ever  will  revoke  wf  fince  the 
Jtrcngtb  of  Ifrael  will  not  He*  nor  repent :  For  he  is  ?ist 
a  man*  that  he  Jbould  repent  of  his  free  purpofes  and 
promifes*  (1  Sam*  xv.  2y.)  as  men  often  do  of  theirs, 
through  their  own  infhbtljty,  or  bccaufe  they  impru¬ 
dently  made*  or  are  not  able  to  perform  them.  And 
therefore  we  may  depend  on  the  infinite  wifdom*  pow¬ 
er,  goodnefs  and  unchangeableneis  of  God*  that,  in 
his  time  and  way*  this  cbofen  nation  fhal)  be  catted  a- 
gain,  and  mauy  of  them  in  fuch  an  effectual  manner, 
as  (hall  be  to  their  everlafting  falvatlon,  (Ifa*  xlv.  17,) 

30  For  as  ye  Gentiles*  who  for  many  ages  pad  were 
grangers  to  tie  covenant  tf  promifes ,  and  were  not  only 
without  Chrifi *  and  having  no  hope  of  eternal  life ;  but 
lived  like  very  atheifb,  (atl01)  without  God  in  the  world* 
(Eph.it.  12*) ;  as  ye,  I  fay,notwithltanding  ail  your  for¬ 
mer  hateful, helpleft,  and  hopelefstircumftantcs  of  infi¬ 
delity  and  all  iniquity*  have  now  obtained  free  and  fovc* 
reign  mercy,  in  God’s  bringing  you  into  his  vifible  co¬ 
venant,  and  making  thofe  of  you  partakers  of  its  faying 
benefits  that  have  believed  with  the  heart  unto  righte- 
cufnefs*  (chap.  x.  10.)  and  as  this  wonderful  grace  is 
come  to  you,  by  means  of  the  gofpef,  which,  becaufc 
of  the  unbelief  of  the  Jews  was  preached  without  fur¬ 
ther  delay,  and  with  great  fuecefs  to  you,  {A8s  xiii.  40.) 

31  Even  fo*  in  like  manner;  the  generality  of  the 
Jews  themfelves  have  heen  fuffered,  for  a  time,  to  re* 
jc£t  Chrifi  and  the  declarations  of  God's  grace  concern¬ 
ing  him*  as  being  offended  at  your  embracing  him  ; 
that  by  means  of  the  mercy,  which  ye  Gentiles  arc 
therein  partakers  of*  God  might  over-rule  it  in  his  pro¬ 
vidence*  for  provoking  the  Jews  to  a  noble  emulation, 
(vei.  11.)  and  for  preserving  the  gofpet  in  the  world, 
as  the  means  by  which  they  at  length  fhall  have  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  it  preached  to  them  again*  umo 
their  obtaining  mercy,  through  faith  in  their  ova  Met 
fish*  that  they*  as  a  nation,  may  be  reftored  to  their 
antienr  privileges  ;  and  that  thofe  of  them,  which  fhall 
fincerely  believe*  may  be  eternally  fayed.'  And  as  this 
is  every  way  as  likely *  to  fay  the  lead*  as  the  calling  of 
the  idolatrous  Gentiles  once  was  j  fo  k  may  be  as  furefy 
depended  upon. 

32  For  God  (rtwiicfciw-i)  has  fhut  up  all  nations*  in 
their  turns,  by  his  providential  difpeu  fat  ions*  firft  the 
Gentiles*  and  afterwards  the  Jews  5  he  has  fo  fhut  them 
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Inf,  that  he  might 
hive  ncrcj  vpoa 
itL 


33  0  A  e  depth 
ti  the  ricbei  both 
«f  the  wifdom 
ind  knowledge  of 
Owl !  how  oo- 
Ibrrtisbk  an  hb 
judgments,  md 
hit  viys  pft 
finding  oat! 


up  under  the  power  of  their  own  difobedierice  and  un« 
belief*  as  co  (hut  them  out  of  his  vifiWe  church  and 
kingdom*  to  the  end  that*  (ir*)  in  his  due  time*  he 
might  magnify  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  free  and  fo- 
vereign  grace  the  more  iliuftrioufly,  in  culling,  not  in  * 
deed  every  individual  perfon  internally*  but  the  gene¬ 
ral  bodies*  firft  of  the  Jews,  and  then  of  rhe  Gentiles 
externally,  (fee  the  firft  note  on  vrr.  iti.)  and  at  length 
of  both  together*  without  any  diftinftitin  of  nations* 
by  bringing  them  all  into  one  fold  under  Chrift*  the 
great  Shepherd' of  the  Iheep*  ( John  x,  iS*) 

33  Loy  ikefi  are  parts  Of  God's  ways,;  but  how  little 
a  portion  is  heard  of  him  !  (Job  xxvi*  14*)  To  feirch 
further  into  thefc '  divine  counfels  and  dtfpcnfutioas* 
would  be  to  wade  beyond  my  depth ;  fuch  knowledge  is 
too  wonderful  for  me9  (Pfal.  cxxxix*  6*) ;  I  adore  and 
acquiefce  in  what  I  cannot  compreheud  ;  and  in  Head  of 
curioufly  prying  into  it,  or  cavilling  at  if,  would  cry 
out  with  folemn  reverence**  O  the  awful  and  delight¬ 
ful*  the  amazing,  bottumlefs*  and  houndlef-s  abyfs  of 
tbe  riches  of  God’s  goodnefs  and  grace,  in  chufing 
and  calling  both  Jews  and  Gerttifcsf  .under  circum (lan¬ 
ces  in  which  it  was  moll  unlikely  that  either  of  them 
fhould  be  regarded  with  any  favour!  And  O  the  ado* 
nifhing  unfathomable  depth  of  his  manifold*  excellent* 
and  abundant  wifdom*  and  infinite  underftanding*  who 
has  an  all-comprehending  view  of  the  whole  compafs- 
of  things  at  once;  and  who  orders*  difpofes*  and  over¬ 
rules  all  events*  for  bringing  about  his  glorious  ends* 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  himfelf*  though  unaccountable 
to  us*  as  he  has  done  in  making  the  reje&ion  of  the 
Jews  fubfervient  to  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles l  Hour 
impenetrable  are  the  reafons  of  the  determinations  of 
his  infinite  mind  concerning  particular  perfons  and  na¬ 
tions*  in  a  way  of  judgment  as  well  as  of  mercy  1 
and  how  untraceable  are  the  methods  of  his 

Providence*  for  accompliftiing  his  great  defigns,  who 
is  wonderful  in  counfel  and  excellent  in  workings  (Ifa* 


N  O 

*  0  tbt  JtfSh  0/  /if  ruin,  both  ef  ski  ii'ljdvm 
farvfedge  if  Gad,  (£l£<z3^  rXifaxat  <rp- 
u  1  yvtcrtiif  9f»)  JWy  a*  Well  be  tCH* 
iSfrcd,  0  the  depth  of  the  ruh«  W  of  the 
wiflorn  rad  koowkdge  of  God  }  a)»d  lb 
fuhn  may  figniff,  not  only  (he  exceeding  a-. 
bundaiKCJmd  exteHenty  of  God1*  m/Jam  ard 
itrt&Utfgr;  but  llkcaife  tv  bat  the  apoftkcalU 
tl>c  riche*  Of  hi*  goodne/t)  firbeereusti  etid 
jrtfrt,  In  vhicii  he  nas  abounded  ftuwib  irr, 

& 1  a!l  Teiffom  and  pntden re,  (tbap-  H.  ±  odd 
L  ?T S«)  'ini* fcnfeof  die  word Hri^ 
v.eil  apre  with  tat  preceding  diteou rfc  J 
Vot.liL  t  *k 
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where,  among  other  thirty  the  apoftlc  had 
been  /peaking*  at  large*  of  God's  foverti^n 
mercy  toward  Jews  and  GeoHUt%  and  tov.-ard 
iorf*  among  them,  relltei1  than  otheu,  chap* 
in.  a  3*  *4*  *nd  xi  r*  tf,  30 1  31.  3**  And  in 
the  pfrgrds  of  this  admiring  exclamation,  be 
take*  dm  ice  of  tht!  adorable,  unmerited  frer- 
isci 1*  whh  vt^ich  God  hallows  the  fornnea- 
tiofled  bkfliRJ?,  ty:cs,  Who  his  fir  if  yhen 
to  Ail*  ?  Ate.  (ver  36*)  and 'there  he 


the  ttitrcU  i  **J  G' 


Arctic*  fro*  the  v.hifc. 


/,  in  his  prettied  iiw 
,  Chip,  iU*  i  * 
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34  For  who  Iiarb 
kiKiwii  t  c  (hind 
of  tht  I-ord?  or 
who  h*tu  bod 
hi*  coenidlor  » 


3J  Or  who  hath 
firft  given  tv  him, 
and  it  Ail)  be  rc- 
Crimp£r>&i  unto 
him  J 


3ff  For  of  him,- 
and  through 
him,  smd  to  him, 
tfrv  ail  tiling ;  to 
«him 


xxyiii.  29.)  whofewaj  is  in  the fee  ,*  p<if  A  is  in  great 

waters /ind •wbojefvotfteps  are  not  known!  (Pfal.  Ixxv  ii.  19.) 

34  For  (*■**)  what  mere  creature  has  any  inlight  into 
the  fee  ret  thoughts  of  the  fovereign  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  and  iwo  the  noble  feb ernes  and  views  of 
his  infinite  mind,  which  be  is  purfuing,  by  the  moll 
improbable  means,  in  the  unfeatchahle  methods  of  his 
appointments  and  providential  dealings  with  Jews 
and  Gentiles  t  Who  can  find  out,  or  account  for  tbrfe, 
any  further  than  the  only  begotten  Son ,  who  is  in  the  bo- 
/am  of.  the  Father ,  has  revealed  them  ?  (John  i.  1 8.) 
Or  {T‘>')  what  man  or  angel  has  joined  in  counfet  with 
God,  to  aflift  in  forming  the  model  of  his  defigns,  or 
dire&ing  his  way,  and  preferring  how  he  (houid  aci, 
for  accomplishing-  the  free  and  eternal  contrivances  and’ 
resolutions  of  his  wifdom  and  will  ?  (Ifa.  xl.  13,  14.) 

35  Or  if  any  infolent  Jews  (houid  dare  to  complain 
of  ihe  divine  difpenfations,  as  though  God  dealt  too 
feverely  with  fome  perfons,  and  particularly  with  their 
own  nation,  in  rejecting  them,  whilft,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  difplays  the  riches  of  his  mercy  to  others  in 
chufing  and  calling  them,  efptcially  the  GentikSy  let 
me  alk  fuch  bold  cavillers,  Who  has  ever  been  before* 
hand  with  the  great  Lord  of  the  onirerfe,  to  lay  any 
obligation,  or  make  a  demand  upon  him,  that  deferres 
a  retribution  of  good  at  his  hand?  If  any  one  is  to  be 
found  that  can  offer  the  lead  pretence  of  this  kind,  let 
him  (land  forth,  and  enter  bis  claim,  God  will  certain* 
ly  repay  him,  and  he  (ball  never  have  any  room  to  find 
fault,  as  if  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  did  not  do  right, 
or  were  not  juft  to  him.  But  it  is  absolutely  impof- 
fihle  that  any  creature  whatsoever,  and  it  is  a  (hocking 
thought  to  fuppofe,  that  any  of  the  fioful  fons  of  men 
fhould  have  fuch  .  a  claim  of  debt  upon  the  great  and 
holy  God.- 

36  For  all  things  refating  to  the  foremenuaned  dif- 
penCations  of  lighteoufnefs  and  grace,  and  indeed  all 
things  untvcrfaHy  of  the  upper  and  lower  woiids,  are  of 
him,  as  the  firft  former  of  the  whole  fcheme,  and  as 
the  Creator  and  efficient  caufe,  fountain,  and  fourceof 
all  good  ;  they  are  likewife  all  through,  or  by  him,  as 
their  preferving  and  directing,  governing  and  difpo* 
ling  caufe,  and  they  are  all  to  him,  as  their  final 
caufe,  or  hrghefl  end,  that  his  perfections  and  do- 
minion  may  one  way.  or  other  be  exalted,  and  may  at 
length  bcieerr  to  (hine  forth  with  unblemtfhcd  and  bar* 
monious  beauty,  efpecially  in  what  relates  to  falvation 
by  a  Redeemer.  Aad  fo  all  that  has  been  faid  concern¬ 
ing 
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uhom  h  $ory  ing  thefe  things  mufi  be  ultimately  mid  fuprcinely  re* 
torem  Amco,  f0jTecj  ;nro  the*  infinitely  wife  and  pou  •  Tul,  holy  and 
gracious  fovemgsiry  of  God,  whp  is*  and  cannot  but 
be,  the  Alpha  and  Omega7  the  beginning  and  the  end, 
(Rev.  xxu  6.)  whom  ati  bis  works  mult,  and  (hall, 
actively  or  pafUvely  praife;  and  to  whom*  as  is  molt 
fit,  alt  his  faints  and  angets  do,  and  will,  cheerfully 
and  unitedly,  aferibe  all  pnflible  Welling,  honour, -and 
glory,  both  now  and  to  all  eternity.  Amen,  fry  all  that 
fear  and  love  him ;  thus  it  ought  to  be ;  thus  may  it 
be  !  and  thus  it  fliall  be>  world  without  end* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  melancholy  is  the  thought,  that  foin&nyaf  the  vifible  eh'jrCb  will,  like 
the  unbelieving  Jews,  be  rejected  of  God  at  Jail !  But  bidfcd  be  his  name,  that 
he  has  always  a  peculiarly  chofen  people,  whom  he  fbrekuew  in  hi# 'eternal 
defi^ns  of  love,  that  never  Ih  ill  be  cift  off:  He  has  referred  them  for  himicif; 
aaJ  though  thefe,  comparatively  fpeaking,  arc  but  a  fmaH  remnant ;  yet  abfo- 
lately,  and  in  themfelves,  they  arc  a  jpeat  number,  even  many  tboufasids  more 
;ban  may  be  commonly  apprehended  in  the  worlt  of  times.  The  Talvitiou  of 
di  thefe  is,  from  firft  to  lift,  entirely  of  grace  ;  This  is  the  fpring  of  God'fr  chn- 
fin^r  them  to  it;  and  from  hence  it  is  that  they  obtain  it,  without  rtte  leaft  con- 
ftleraiionof  their  own  works,  as  meritorious,  or  moving  caufesof  it,  which  would 
be  to  deftroy  the  very  nature  of  free  grace;  and  God  will  never  revoke  his  ab- 
folule  grants  cf  covenant- pic  a  hires  to  a  nation  ally  chofen  people,  or  of  faring 
covenant  bleflings  to  his  more  peculiar  cleft  among  them,  though  others,  being 
left  to  themfctvca,  are  hardened,  entangled*  cufaarcd,  and  caught  by  their  own 
corruptions,  to  their  cndleft  perdition.— Alas  !  How  wild  and  unprofitable  are 
we  all  by  nature,  like  the  pour  Gentiles,  while  they  remained  in  unbelief  *  If 
we  are  become  better,  it  is  becaufe  we  have  now  obtained  mercy  of  the  Lord, 
according  to  the  gracious  covenant  which  he  made  firft  with  Alihans,  and 
hi*  natural  feed,  and  then  with  Gentile  believers,  who,  inftcad  of  tb^fc  that 
were  cut  off  by  unbelief,  are  pitta kors  of  the  tame  privileges  and  hlcifings  for 
them Ives  and  their  offipriilg,  »*  the  church  of  Ifrnet  were  of  old,  and  toge¬ 
ther  with  thofe  of  them  that  abode  in  God's  covenant.  But  has  the  body  ot 
that  people  Humbled  and  fallen;  and  has ,  God  wonderfully  qvewuled  it,  for 
bringing  ialvfttkui  to  us  Gentries,  and  for  erecting  a  church  Co  himfrif  amongft 
us,  that  we  may  partake  of  the  covenant -root  and  fatnefs  whsrh  they  have  Uut? 
How  humble  and  thankful,  watchful,  depending,  and  careful  Ihould  *ve  be,  un¬ 
der  all  our  church* privileges !  How  cautioufly  afraid  of  provoking  God,  left 
he  Arnold  no  more  fpnre  us  than  he  did  his  anient  people  !  Anri  how  fhould 
we  be  awed  by  confidcraiions  of  our  own  wcakntfs  and  unworthinefs  of  the 
riches  of  God1#  guodiwfs  to  us,  and  of  the  ftri&nefa  of  bis  jufticc  towards  ob- 
Bin  ate  unbelievers,  to  take  heed  of  pride  and  boaftieg,  and  of  defpifing  and  in- 
fu*Un£,  ioflead  of  pitying  them*  as  alio  of  giving  way  to  unbelief,  Him  o nr 
ftiudiug  is  by  faith  !  There  is  indeed  a  ground  of  hope  in  Cnrift  for  the  chi.-f  of 
fanners,  and  even  for  apofUto,  in  their  returning  by  frith  to  God  riirough  him; 
he  having  lhut  up  both  thofe  forts  of  perfoD3  under  the  power  of  tluir  own  un¬ 
belief,  for  the  brighter  diipfay  of  the  glory  of  his  free  mercy  in  calling  and  la-4 
Ving  them  ;  But  finally  abiding  in.  impenitence  ansi  unbelief,  will  certainly  ifliic 
in  eternal  definition.  How  deplorable  is  the  prefeut  iiatc  of  the  y^atsl  ami 
what  a  hap  pint  ft  has  God  brought  to  the  Gen  tils  world  hy  l!ie  gofpel  !  But  G  ! 
what  a  uiorions  day  of  numerous  converts  to  Chriit  will  there  be,  in  tin*  wind¬ 
ing  up  or  God’s  dnpenfation  toward  the  church,  when  the  fuinefs  of  the  Gentiles 
fin! I  be  brought  in,  and  all  IJrttsl  l/wll  be  fryed  I  As  wc  hive  now  uL:.:!,!,*! 
mercy  through  IheiT  unbelief,  if  flioatd  be  oor  carnclt  pt:oiT  aiid  concirii, 
that  they  may  be  excited  to  a  holy  emulation  by  means  of  our  frith;  and  *;  may 

kkt  wdl 
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well  be  our  hope  au<l  ?oy,  that  as  they  are  ftill  nationally  beloved  for  their  cove¬ 
nant  father's  fate,  Oad,  in  due  time  will  remember  them,  according  to  his  pro- 
mile.  How  motion  and  humble  fliould  we  be,  in  all  our  thoughts  about  the  un* 
fearchnble  decrees  of  God,  and  the  ctifpenfetions  of  his  providence  and  grace* 
without  cummfly  prying  into  his  frerets,  or  pretending  to  arraign  them,  or  pre* 
fenbe  to  him  !  With  what  reverent  awe  fhoidd  we  adore,  and  acquiefce  in  what 
furpitfrg  our  cotiiprehendon,  faying,  0  the  depth  /  And,  after  all  our  thoughts 
about  the  ways  of  bis  mercy  and  judgment,  we  muft  ultimately  refolve  them 
Into  his  in  Butte  wtfUim  and  fovercign  will*  that  the  glory  of  all  may  be  abfi>- 
lutdy  referred  to  him,  who  is  debtor  to  none,  and  wQI  Hand  clear  in  judge¬ 
ment,  with  regard  to  all  his  worts,  of  whom,  through  whom,  and  to  whom 
are  all  things ;  To  whom  be  glory  for  ever.  Amen, 


CHAP*  XIL 

The  apojllc  proceeds  to  a  practical  improvement  of  the  foregoing  doBrint, 
in  exhortations  of  believers  to  a  holy  dedication  of  themfehes  to  Cod, 

I,  t.  To  an  bumble  opinion  of  thcmfelves ,  and  a  modefi  behaviour 
towards  others  ,  3,-5*  To  a  faithful  vfe  of  the  fpiritual  gifts 
which  God  had  befiowed  upon  feme  of  them,  in  their  rtfpcElive  fiat  ions, 
6y — 8,  And  to  various  duties,  that  were  incumbent  upon  private 
Chrijltans  among  them,  fitch  as  hve  and kmdnefs,  zeal,  hope,  patience f 
and  prayer,  9, — i  2*  Hofpitality  and  meehnefs,  fympathy  and  con* 
defcenfion »  13,-16.  And  an  honourable  and  peaceable  conduct  to* 
-wards  all  men,  together  with  forbearance  and  benevolence  towards 
injurious  enemies',  1 7  2 1  • 


Text* 

J  ik  fetch  yon 
tliticfore,  bre¬ 
thren,  bvthc  mcr- 
rittofGod,  that 
Ve 


PARAPHRASE. 

TT AVlN G  thns  reprefenred  at  large,  the  exceeding 
A-*'  riches  of  God’s  mercy  and  grace  to  Tinners,  both 
of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles.,  m  their  free  juftification 
through  faith  in  Chrilt  and  bis  righteoufnefs  ;  and  in 
the  gloitons  bleflings  and  privileges  to  which  they  are 
called  according  to  the  fovereign  and  eternal  purpofe 
of  God,  let  me  now  affcflionately  and  earnestly  intreat 
you,  my  beloved  brethren,  on  tbefe  principles,  by  all 
the  indearments  and  encouragements,  obligations  and 
a fT:  fiances,  that  refult  from  thefe  abundant  and  multi¬ 
plied  favours,  and  by  all  your  profeflion  and  hope  of  a 
prrfooal  tntereft  in  them ;  let  me,  I  fay,  rather  befecch 
you  in  love,  as  a  brother,  than  command  yon  with  au¬ 
thority,  as  a  father,  to  devote  and  give  up  your  whole 
fdves  to  the  Lord,  entirely  and  without  referve :  In- 
Head  therefore  of  offering  legal  facriftces,  which,  fince 
the  death  of  Chrifl,  are  no  longer  obligatory,  I  would 
Call  you  to  nobler  oblations  *  j  that  as  thofe  offerings 

were 


Note 

,  I*  3n'* 1  »>V  «*  that  Cfciifluns  are  cdW  to  of«  in  (he 

fiou  to  -he  Jejal  ohla-ior*  of  rh*  **/,>,  of  baft,,  folems  Asrrender  of  their  owrftl«w  to  the 
Or  btr^s,  jn  reprcftuUrig  the  Jjwitiul  licrifi-  Lord.  The  b«Ii«  of  creatures,  that  died  o: 

thcmfclm. 
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Ft  fitTenf  yout 
bodia  a  liviog  IV- 
cri&c,  hidy,  a£- 
(cpiibk  amo 
God,  it 

wdr  KaJbnaUc 
Jen  ice. 


were  to  be  made  of  the  bodice  of  Jiving  animals,  which 
the  offerers  had  abfolutely  confignecTo^er  to  God,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  law,  (Lev.  v.  6,  7.}  fa  1  intreat  that  ye, 
as  fphitual  priefts,  would  present,  not  birds  or  bcafls, 
no,  nor  only  your  own  fouls,  but  together  with  them, 
your  bodies  like  wife,  for  the  difeharge  or  all  religious 
and  moral  dories ;  not  as  a  propitiatory  facrifice,  which 
would.be  practically  to  deny  the  perfe&ion  of  Chrift’a 
atonement ;  but  as  a  living  facrifice  of  acknowledge* 
ment,  that  ye  are  the  Lord's  •,  and  as  perfons  that  are 
quickened  by  bis  Spirit,  and  vjgoroufly  determined  all 
your  lives  long,  even  unto  death,  to  yield  yourf elves  to 
God,  as  thofe  tbatare  ahve  from  the  dead  j  and  jour 
members  as  inftruments  of  righteoufnefs  to  God,  (chap, 
vi.  1 3.)  and  to  glorify  him  -with  jour  bodies  and /pints, 
Tubich  art  bis,  (l  Cor-  vi.  20.)  And  as  the  legal  fa'cri- 
fices  were  dedicated  to  the  Lord,  and  were  to  be  with* 


out  fpot  and  blemifh,  {Numb,  six.  2.)  fo  it  concerns 
you  to  prefent  yourfelves,  as  a  dedicate  thing  to  him, 
and  as  purified  from  thofe  luffs  and  corruptions  that  take 
their  rife  from  the  body,  and  principally  operate  in, 
and  by  it :  And  as  thofe  offerings  were  a  fweet  favour 
■to  God,  when  presented  according  to  his  appointment, 
fo  ye  fhould  devote  yourfelves  in  fuch  a  fpirinjal  -man* 
ner,  by  faith  and  evangelical  obedience  to  him,  as  fhali 
be  productive  ol fruit  wito  hoUnefs ,  (chap.  vi.  22.}  yea, 
as  (hall  fill  you  viitB  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs ,  -which 
■  are  by  Jefits  Ghriji  unto  the  glory  and  praife  of  Gods 
and  fo  are  facrijices  acceptable  to  him,  (Phil.  i.  1 1,  and 
1  Pet.  ii.  5.)  ,AII  this,  efpecially  confidcring  what 
great  things  God,  in  the  riches  of  his  fovereign  favour 
and  goodnefs,  -has  done  for  you,  is  a  -homage,  which 
in  reafon  and  juftice  ye  owe  to  him,  and  ought  to  per¬ 
form  according  to  his  word,  ( «»  *»?•***  y*rf»3>  a 
fervice  to  be  performed,  not  like  the  offering  up  of 
brute  beads,  but  with  all  the  powers  of  your  rational 
fouls,  under  a  lively  apprchenfion  of  its  being  fit  and 
right,  that  as  all  is  of  him,  it  fhould  like  wife  be  to  him, 
{chap,  xi.  36-) 

*  And  b«  n»t  2  And  m  order  hereunto,  take 

con-  beeri 


NOTE, 

i1irmfy«s  wm  not  to  be  t*Un  by  tl\t  If  mfe,  tety,  antpteMt  t*  0*1,  (hoofjh 
-T)nn.  lie)  much  left  w«re  they  ihcic  fads  werc*  douhritl*,  to  be  mclixicH  m 
to  be  oftrtd  i*  f:rr}fct\  bm  fodi  only  u  were  the  rierijig;  for  hdi!y  txcraft  alone  profits 
which  ihe  ofiwxr*  prcfcnted  to  ibc  { i  Tire-  iv*  3 *)  wul  in  further  citpkiiii- 

J.ctrtl,  und  brought  to  ihc  prieft  to  put  them  ing  the  nature  of  tins  Moj  (dtrifat,  the  a- 
t't  death,  (Uv*  *v;L  $.  znd  %ChrWf  anti**  poftle  irrmitdwttly  wntlan*  then  \*an$iranf 
-  Lf  1*,)  Anti  therefore  the  apottkfpcsk*  of  formed  oj  the  of  /irtf  tuadt  w. 

tej  Livers,  as  frrjosivg  their  h£es  a 
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conformed  t?  this  heed  of  forming  your  fchemes  for  bappinefs,  a*  though 
Ye  ^  mnMbrnicd  ^aF  *n  *be  things  of  this  world,  which  arc  tranfitory, 
ly  the  renewing  like  a  feene  that  foon  paflea  away  ;  and  of  fymbalizing 
that5^  mirf>  or  complying  with,  and  being  moulded  into,  the  fpiTit 
proec^twtha^  an<^  temper,  evil  courfes  and  fafhions,  conversation  and 
gaod  and  atetp-  manners  of  carnal  and  worldly  men  :  Do  not  imitate 
nijk.und  pLtteei  an(j  jn  w;^  their  depraved  cuftoms,  who  walk  in 
^  ot  tiod,  lyft5  0f  the  flefli,  and  mind  earthly  things;  but  let 

it  be  the  earned  governing  defire  and  pttrfuit  of  your 
fouls,  in  prayer  to  God,  and  In  the  ufis  of  all  means  of 
his  appointment,  and  in  (he  improvement  of  your 
Chriftian  graces  and  privileges,  that  ye  may  be  men* 
morphized,  or  changed  into  a  dircdHy 

contrary,  better,  and  more  glorious  and  abiding  form, 
in  tbe  renovation  of  your  hearts,  yet  more  and  more 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  *  :  Let  this  be  your  principal  aim, 
that  ye  may  difeern  the  diftinguiftung  light;  may  judge 
with  approbation,  and  experimentally  know  in  your* 
fctves;  {**r T*  tw**Ot*}  aIK]  Diay  be  capable  of  proving 
and  recommending  to  others,  the  truth,  excellence,  and 
importance,  of  that  will  of  God  which  he  has  revealed 
in  his  word,  with  regard, to  what  is  good  in  irfelf,  and 
for  us;  with  regard  to  what  is  wdUplealing  in  bis  fight 
through  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  with  regard  to  what  is  fuffi* 
citrnt  ta  make  a  finifhed  Chriftian  thoroughly  Jurni/bed 
unto  all  good  works*  (2  Tim>  in.  17.)  without  any  ad* 
d  it  ion  of  ceremonial  rites,  human  traditions,  or  hea¬ 
then  documents  of  morality  to  complete  itf. 
thiiTh^he  3  'Flie  beft  way  to  understand  this  perfect  will  of 

gi^cn  uoto^to  God,  with  advantage  to.yourfelvcs  aud  others,  is  by  an 
*  very  man  ihaih  humble  ufe  and  improvement  of  thofe  fpiritual  attain* 
i”ot  mcnrs  which  any  of  you  are  partakers  of:  For,  to 
J*-.f  *more\;sUy  *Pcak  *he  apoftolic  authority  which  1  have  recei- 
ihi.tt  he  outfit  to  ved  by  the  grace  of  onr  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  ( chap *  h  5.) 
tWTik  fobcr|Ut  **  ^  nm,t  not  only  befeech  you  in  love  as  a  Mother,  (ver* 
ForAing  a*  1-)  but  a^°  *n  my  Kreat  Lord  Mailer’s  name,  ad* 
luth  de*ii  10  eve-  monifli,  and  charge  every  one  of  you,  who  is  favoured 
kith**1"  an^  ^xce^ent  qualifications,  that,  whatfoever  fuch 
an  one’s  ftation  or  office  may  be  in  the  church,  he  be 
pot  puffed  up  in  his  own  conceit,  to  the  contempt  of 


,  Tk,  HOT 

1  ms  may  be  called  the  iwtlw  of  fU 
TBtKiU  bcCdUt  the  gradmi*  *nd  etlcOual  work 
or  the  Spirit  fivft  bc^int  in  the  vruterjltmdi*tt 
anri  «  carried  <m  by  further  influence,  under 
Its  tHuniuiation,  to  the  will,  aiTclHoDi,  and 

€?Wk*r#*iiOI,t  1 *  ther&qgh  cbaniw 
aftht  whole  man  inio  the  image  of  tind,  « 

}m$  b^ftrir/^ 


others  • 

E  5, 

{Gol.  Hi.  to.  and  Eph.  it.  14.) 

t  The  apoftlc  here  Teem*  to  repwtnt  the 
pcrfr&ion  of  the  y^fpcUrevdatiun  with  re* 
fprft  to  moral  duties,  as  veil  at  to  the 
ground,  of  thetr  acceptance  with  God,  in 
oppofilton  to  Jttdaif/K  on  00c  bud*  and  Gra* 
tifi/ki  on  the  other. 


ch»  xii 
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others }  nor  entertain  a  higher  opinion  of  his  know* 
ledge  and  gifts,  graces  and  orcfulneft,  than  becomes 
him,  or  than  God  allows  him,  or  than  ifie  nature  of  his 
fpirirual  and  holy  endowments  admits  of ;  and  that  he 
never  pretend  to  he  wile  shove  what  he  ought  to  be,  by 
intruding  into  things  too  high  for  him,  and  btvond 
what  is  written  ;  but  that '  he  be  humble  and  mo¬ 
del!  in  his  own  thoughts  of  himfeif,  and  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  his  brethren,  as  remembering  that,  whatever  he 
is  and  has,  better  than  others,  it  is  no  more  than  he 
has  received,  {l  Cor.  tv.  7.)  and  that  what  has  been 
communicated  to  him  was  not  according  to  his  own  de- 
■  ferts,  but  merely  according  to  the  meaforc,  proportion, 
or  degree  of  faith,  and  of  all  the  fpiritual  gifts  and 
graces  that  attend  it  and  flow  from  it,  which  God, 
in  his  infinite  wjfdom  and  fovereign  grace,  has  been 
pleated  to  bellow  on  every  one  wnb  has  it,  both  for 
the  good  of  his  own  foul  and  the  edification  of  others. 
And  great  reafon  there  is,  why  he  (hould  not  be  lifted 
up  with  pride,  and  defpife  others,  on  account  of  what 
he  hat  received^  (1  Cor.  iv.  7.)  efpecially  confitkristg 
the  end  and  ufe  for  which  it  was  given  him. 

4  For  u  »o  4  for,  as  in  the  frame  of  one  and  the  fame  human 
have  ™»wy  men*-  ^  we  have  many  members,  that  are  formed,  and 
and  all  mrmbere  pioperly  placed,  for  different  ufes  and  mutual  help, 
have  ik*  the  and  foe  the  good  of  the  whole,  which  is  conllituted  by 
i*mc  bfoe:  an  apt  aud  beautiful  union  of  them  all  together  into 

one  body}  and  {-*<)  as  all  thefe  members  of  the  natural 
body  neither  do,  nor  are  fitted,  or  deligned,  toper- 
form  one  and  the  fame  funftion,  or  operation ;  (*?*>) 
fome  being  to  ferve  one  fort  of  pnrpofe,  and  others  a- 
nother,  as  the  eyes  to  fee,  the  hands  to  work,  the  feet 
to  walk,  and  the  like;  which  are  all  very  ufeful  ard 
neerfiary  in  their  places,  for  the  advantage  of  rhe 


f  So  we  being, 
fp.jMiy  ifepw  bo¬ 
dy  in  Chriit,  and 
tvery  one  mem* 
hers  oae  of 
tiicr. 


whole  hotly ; 

5  So,  to  apply  this  to  the  prefect  purpofe,  We  be¬ 
lievers*  who  are  united  by  faith  to  Chrift,  and  anttna* 
ted  by  his  Spirit,  how  many  foever  there  be  of  usf  how 
various  foever  our  gifts  may  be*  and  how  many  ufes 
and  offices  foever  we  may  be  appointed  to  in  the  church; 
none  of  us,  apart,  and  by  himCelt,  but  all  together,  ia 
conjunction*  make  up  one  fpiritual  body,  which  is  ce¬ 
mented  or  knit  together,  by  one  fpirit,  in  Chrift,  and 
under  him,' aa  our  head.of  influence  and  of  government, 
for  all  the  Tacred  ends  for  which  he  has  flattened  us 


in  his  church :  And  we  all,  by  virtue  of  our  union 
with  him,  are  nearly  related  to  each  other,  as  fellow* 
members  of  bis  fpiritual  body,  to  ferve  fuch  ufes  as  may 

be 


$1Q 


C  Hiring  then 
ph%  differing  ae* 
Cording  to  tbt 
grace  that  it  gw* 
er  n  MS,  whether 
prophecy,  fri  ai 
prepbtey  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  pro¬ 
portion  ?f 
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Jjc  beft  fuited  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  church;  in 
out  refpetlive  ptaces,  according  to  the  meafure  <f^  the 
gift  of  Chrjftf  (Eph.  iv,  7.)  And  therefore  there  is  no 
room  for  any  of  us  to  exalt  hirofelf  above;  and  defpife 
another,  as  though,  he  were  a  needlels  member ;  But 
every  one  Ihould  be  defirous  of  filling  up  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  fcrvlce  that  he  ought  to  bear  in  the  body,  the 
church,  for  the  good  of  the  whole, 

6  Having  then  fptritual  gifts  of  various  kinds,  not 
without  meafure,  as  Chrift,  the  head,  |iad  them  all  iti 
their  utmoft  fulnefs,  {John  iii.  34.)  >  but  fome  having 
one  fort,  and  others  another,  and  that  in  different  do* 
greet,  though  all  tending  to  the  fame  ends,  viz>  The 
glory  of  God,  and  the  edification  of  the  church  }  and 
having  thefe  excellent  gifts,  as  the  fruit  of  God’s  free  . 
favour,  and  1r  fuch  kinds  and  proportions  as  he  in  his 
good  ple.ifure  has  communicated  them  to  ns,  let  us,  by 
his  advance,  faithfully  ufe  and  improve  them  for  the 
bell  purpofcs  for  which  he  has  bellowed  them  upon  us 
feverally,  according  to  our  refpetlive  ojficet  m&jlqthns 
in  the  church  *  :  If  he  has  appointed  and  called  us  to 
the  office  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  by  opening  and  ap¬ 
plying  the  (captures  of  the  Old  and  New  Te  (lament,  in 
Jiis  name,  and  as  of  the  ability  which  be  gives  us ;  lee 
us  faithfully  difeharge  this  important  truft,  according 
to  the  meafure  of  onr  light  and  faith  in  the  myOcrics 
of  his  will ;  and  let  us  take  fpedal  heed,  that  it  be  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  analogy,  (■***  rn  •**«?«')  or  agreeable 
to  the  rule  of  faith,  and  the  plained  principles  of  U,  as 
laid  down  in  the  word  of  God,  that  all  may  be  conib-, 
nant  to  the  geperal  dope  and  tenor  of  the  holy  ferip* 

tores, 

T  E. 

to  figmfy,  not  o»Jy  interpreting  the  fcripTUTe 
by  Jlnmediate  infpiraiinnt  orfatctcUiogevtof* 
by  a  fapematnral  gift*  but  any  pleaching  of 
the  word  by  the  erdhwry,  at  well  it  extraor¬ 
dinary  affiftancet  of  the  Spirit*  i  Cofc  xiv.  t, 
—5,  (fee  the  fecortd  note  there)  ki  which 
ieiife  k  U  fhld  of  ChrUT*  faithful  misiftert, 
who  art  pajlod  his  iw  1914*3^5*  and  fwe  pf*- 
fbets*  that,  under  Anrichrift’l  reign  they 
fttould  pr*pb*jyt  or  bear  wittveft  to  ytrnft  in 
their  preaching,  twelve  hundred  and  fijtry 
Jays*  which  ere  (tiled  tU  day$tf  ihtit 
Rev.  x\.  $,  6y  19-  Ami  as  attaching  may  be 
celled  1  because  it*  greet  bofiftd* 

U  to  explain  the  prophets  end  ipottks,  and 
to  declare  what  our  future  apd  eternal  (laic 
Apli  be*  according  to  the  void  of  God  *  f* 
the  church  of  Rmt  were  very  fparingly,  if 
at  all,  furnifbed  with  txtr&rdL owy  gSti,  u 
appears  Croat  chap*  L  rj* 


N  O 

*  The  generality  of  tapoJfcors  under  .land 
(he  rsftt  here  meat iooed,  a*  figoifyrag  only 
fhoi'e  of  an  extrawdutary  nature,  with  whicn 
perir,  ks  were  then  endowed  for  difdurgtag 
the  ftvcral  offiert  here  fpokrn  of.  But  I  n* 
ther  think*  with  fame  others,  that  tbeapolUe 
means,  pot  mxrtly  miraculous  aod  extraordi* 
mry,  but  s lib  itch  ordinary  fpirituaf  gifts,  a$ 
arc  uccdfcl  :ct  all  ages,  for  the  edification  and 
atWiar  jfcti  of  the  church:  For  the  offices,  in 
i he  tfifch'Hjrc  of  which  thefe  gifts  were  to  he 
exrrcifed,  have  nothing  (o  peculiar  id  them 
but  what  might  be  fulfilled  without  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  unlif*  any 
ftouM  fuppnfe  ih*t  f  rubefying  w«  of  that 
fort.  But  l  apprehend  no  neeeffity  for  fiieb 
afupnaiition,  fincc  all  the  other  following 
eapreffion*  fccm  to  point  out  ordinary  ofBcei* 
fnch  as  nup[f!r;n^t  tjhor&Kg^  &£• 

and  fu:ce  fnffojjtug  may  be  ibmerimes  pfed 


Cfa.  Ilf* 
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Cures,  and  there  nay  be  no  jarring  or  difcord  between 
that  and  our  preaching :  but  one  nay  cad  an  harmoni¬ 
ous  light  upon  the  other. 

t  Ormuiiftry,  ^  Or,  if  any  of  us  be  called  to  the  office  of  dea- 
lit  »i  wm  ®n  emr  cons  f,  for  coH<r£ling,  taking  care  of,  and  difiriburiug 
j£j2SjirS  tb„c  church  ttock*  *nd  thertin  miniftring  to  the  poor 
iflditasr  *  faints,  and  to  the  iupport  of  the  fervants,  and  ordi¬ 

nances  of  Chrifi,  let  us,  with  all  prudence  and  faith- 
fulnefs,  frugal  liberality  and  diligence,  attend  to  the 
work  of  ferving  the  poor's,  the  miniftcr's,  and  the 
Lord's,  table,  as  thofe  that  would  ufe  the  office  of  .a  dea¬ 
con  well,  to  the  honour  of  Chrift,  and  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  church,  (i  77m.  iii.  13.)  as  to  the  firjt  of 
thefe  offices  $,  (ver.  6.)  If  any  one  is  called  to  that 
branch  of  the  minitteml  work,  as  a  teacher,  which 
principally  copfifts  in  opening  the  feriptures,  and  in 
lifting  and  explaining,  ill  (titrating,  proving,  and  de¬ 
fending  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  in  a  doctrinal  way ;  and 
fo  inftru&ing  and  eftabliihing  his  hearers  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  religion,  let  him  clofeiy  ftudy  the  wotd  of 
God,  with  an  humble  dependence  on  his  Spirit  for  light 
and  guidance,  bjcomparvtg  fpiritual  things  with  fpri- 
tualt  (1  Cor,  ii,  13.)  Icriptures  with  feriptures,  both  of 
the  Old  and  New  Tcftament?  types,  promises,  and  pro¬ 
phecies  with  their  accomplishments  ^  and  obfeurer  with 
plainer  paflages,  for  Interpreting  one  by  the  other  5  and 
let  hint  feel;  light  from  fuch  places  as  principally  treat 
of  any  do&rine,  to  explain  others,  where  it  is  but  in¬ 
cidentally  mentioned,  that  he  may  clearly  know,  and 
faithfully  teach-  and  labour  in  preaching  the  mind 

and 


NOTES, 

f  As  a]]  the  IhndSng  offices  of  the  church  ference  to  the  dtac ofs  officers*  bearing  hi* 
are  fofflprehenty  in  thofe  of  bifief i  or  pari  in  the  CTecatina  ti  tbatz  For  I  take  dl 

fim  for  its  fpirisBttJi  and  of  dcaawt  for  its  t btfe  evprcfltoo*  to  relate  to  cbunb-p^ccrs ; 
temporal  concerns,  according  to  the  account  and  it  u  to  me  obfcnrahlc*  that  the  for4 
have  of  thefe  in  the  church  at  Phi  Up  ft  t  {Stav-m*}  rendered  mmjtryt  properly  figni* 
chip,  i,  r.  fo  the  spoftle  feem*  to  irnqtd  to  ibc  t  and  the  word 
thefe  two  general  ofijeej  by  prophecy  and  w-  rendered  propbtyt  may  wry  well  be  under- 
the  Ufe  of  which  U  the  feoou  to  ngmfy  the  vffitt  Ufelf  like  wife.  (Seo 

word  that  gives  name  to  tbe  office  of  tbofe  the  note  on  ver,  tf-J  Bot  the  foUcwiog  word?, 
who  had  the  care  of  the  poor,  and  fated  ht  that  t€Ocbrst  be  that  exhemt  and  be  that 
).  But  in  Urge  choich-  pwjj  See,  fignifythe  ptrfoas  employed  U 
es,  when  occafwiw  required  it,  feme  parts  of  one  or  mother  broach  of  tbofe  office*  refpec* 
the  work  belonging  to  iluefe  oflrcri,  refpec-  tiody* 

lively,  were  diftriiwed  into  fettnd  hands  \  Hire*  if  f  raiftafce  not,  the  apofele  re- 
to  ilITfe  or  join  in  them ;  fe  l  am  inclined  to  siuunes  the  confidcracion  of  what  belongs  to 
think,  that,  in  the  letter  part  of  thu  verfe,  the  office  of  prepbefjttt£f  or  prtacbiagf  men- 
and  in  ver,  8.  the  apofUc  fpeakf  of  tbnS  tinned  ver.  4,  which  confiftsof  doBrhict  and 
fttfArr,  m  &  him  that  exhorts  t  with  a  reference  ethttr/atior},  or  con  relation*  ver,  8,  Ait  4 
to  prtphecjf  as  bearing  a  part  in  that  work,  wrong  dEviiion  of  tbit  and  the  next  TCifc, 
either  under  the  character  of  a  eo-paftor,  or  which  has  been  arbitrarily  fixed  in  Utter  ag«, 
of  ad  artilhm  :  and  that  be  (peaks  of  Jim  rtuy  have  been  one  means  of  mifleadiog  oug 
thtf  gives*  rata,  aod  flew  mercy*  with  a  re-  thought^ 
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and  'will  of  Cod  in  bis  word,  and  fpeak  the  troth  as  it 
» in  Jefos. 

8  Or  fee  that  3  Or  if  any  one  is  principally  called  to  folfil  the  o- 
tber  grand  branch  of  the  minifterial  office,  which  eon- 
*.rpwth'^i im  fifb  In  applying  the  won!  to  conference,  for  practice 
J*  U  »iii>  fimpK-  aisd  improvement,  either  in  a  way  of  exhortation  to  du- 
«*i?!  with^difr  *7»  reproving  for  Gn,  and  cautioning  againft  fnares  and 
gems;  he  that  dangers  ;  (or  *» T*  1"*f***®”')  in  a  way  of  confolarson,  di- 
fluwedi  rc£tion,  and  fopport  to  affii&ed  fouls,  under  their  van* 
oiis  fcrnpJcs,  doubts,  and  fears,  difeourageraents,  wc.ik- 
nelles  and  burthens,  temptations  and  troubles;  let  him, 
(*  with  earned  prayer  for  all  needful  affiflance, 

lay  their  diftreffed  cafe  to  heart,  and  ftudy  tbe  different 
eircumftances  of  it,  together  with  what  there  is  in  the 
■  void  of  God  to  help  and  relieve  under  them,  that  he 
may  know  how  to  addreft  fuch  perfons,  fuitable  to  their 
refpedive  conditions,  and  be  diligent  and  faithful 
therein  ;  and  fo  may  approve  himftif  to  God  a  -workman 
that  needs  not  to  be  ajhamed,  rightly  dividing  tbe  word  of 
truth ,  and  giving  to  every  one  his  portion  in  due  feafon, 
(2  Tim.  ii.  15.  and  Lube  xii.  42.)  And  as  to  what  re- 
fpe£b  the  deacon* s  office  *,  He,  who  In  the  execution  of 
thaty  or  of  any  branch  pertaining  to  it,  is  appointed  by 
the  church  to  diftribute  its  public  ftock,  {•  in 

fuch  a  manner  as  may  beft  anfwcrthe  feveral  purples 
relating  to  its  external  and  temporal  affairs  for  which 
it  is  colle&ed  ;  let  him  do  it  with  Gnglenefs  of  heart, 
free  from  all  fellifhnefs,  fraud,  and  deceit,  not  for  fa¬ 
vour  or  affedion,  hut  +  liberally  and  impartially  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  neceffi ties  and  occasions  that  require  it: 
He  that  is  intruffed  with  the  church  ftock,  and  with  a 
fu  peri  men  dency  over  it,  to  take  care  that  it  be  duly  ap¬ 
plied  to  all  its  proper  ufes  %  ;  let  him  attend  to  this 


NOTES. 


part 


'  “  Hut  the  vtrlii  night  )hm  hecn  better  oruipallji  in  hit  hands:  For,  at  Dr  Ow; 
divided  ;  and  the  apodle’a  thenghts,  1  con-  eburttt,  in  bis  diloocft  on  lie  true  nature  tf 
reive,  mould  have  been  more  clearly  diltin-  a  gifyel-cbureb,  psg.  is*.  44  The  ipofHe  did 
guilhed,  had  tbe  former  part  of  this  verle  44  not  utterly  forego  the  care  of  prexnti 
been  added  so  the  yth,  and  the  8'h  begun  44  iht  pmr,  which  being  originally  com  wins! 
atthtfe  words,  He  (hot  gives,  tel  Jim  da  it  to  them  hy  Jefus  Chrift,  they  would  n:.t 
vili  {implicit}.  r«  wholly  divert  themtelrcs  of  it.— And  the 

f  The  word  (a-exor**)  rendered  {implies-  44  lame  cate  il  ftill  ineumbeiit  on  the  t/reiuoty 
tj,  is  tranflaled  likerelitf,  a  Cor.  virl'a,  44  pajiors  and  (tiers  of  the  ch archer,  fi>  I  r 

1  He  ties  rules  (e  rperejiiM,-)  ptopcrly  44  ific  crccniion  of  it  doth  attUterfttc  with 
fignifie*  one  that  piefides  over  any  affatT  whar-  44  their  principal  work  and  duty.”  However, 
foever  ;  a  ad  fo  may  relate  to  him  that  had  the  at  the  work  of  this  prejuteut  is  mentioned  lie- 
chief  direction  and  management  of  the  dtarcb  tween  other  parts  of  the  work,  that  b-rU.n;:c.[ 
ftock,  to  lee  that  itwere  duly  difpofedOf,  as  to  theifdcw’s  office,  it  is  mail  natnr.il  m  t,i>. 
welt  irto  him  that  prefrded  in  matters  purely  dcrfta&d  it  here,  as  rcfeiring  tr>  one  einjij»i»f! 
fpiriiual,  or  relating  so  eh  arch-dtfv  ip  line  ;  in  that  fort  of  ftrvicc.  And  this  feofe  of  tbe 
ud  yet,  perhaps,  this  might  tic  the  paftor,  expref&on  harmonizes  with,  and  yet  pr  ■- 
5 he  whole  woik  and  cue  of  the  dtureh  being  Java  a  ptoper  difference  between  km 
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Jbewerh  (Mrcvj 
vidiphcarfutncfc 


9  lu  love  be 
without  diHiimu- 

frtioa *  Abhor 
that 


part  of  his  office  with  great  application,  thoughtfulnefs, 
pains,  and  induftry,  as  one  that  defires  to  manage  it  to 
the  beft  advantage,  and  to'  acquit  himfelf  with  the  ut* 
rooft  fidelity  to  his  truft ;  -And  he,  whofe  peculiar  pro* 
vince  it  may  be  to  vifit  the  lick,  and  them  that  ate  in 
bonds  and  prifom  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  j  to  relieve  the 
poor,  the  fatherkfs,  the  widows,  and  diftrefled  (Iran- 
gers  ;  and  to  take  care  that  none  of  them  want  fuch 
things  as  may  be  needful  and  convenient  for  them ; 
let  him  engage  and  perfifi  in  thefe  merciful  works  with 
ail  readinefs  of  mind  without  grudging  his  own  time 
and  labour,  or  the  extraordinary  expence,  which,  on 
fome  occasions,  may  be  requifitc  for  the  fupport  and 
charitable  affiflance  of  the  mod  needfitous  and  af¬ 
flicted  among  them  j  and  let  him  treat  them,  not  in  u 
rough  and  haughty,  ftern,  or  cold:  manner-;'  but  with 
ail  affability,  tendernefs,  and  compaffion,  and  with  fuch 
ahciity  of  mind  and  countenance,  as  fhaii  convince 
them,  that  he  takes  pleafure  in  helping  and  comforting 
them. 

9  As  to  general  duties  that  are  Incumbent  upon  you 
as  private  Chriftians ;  let  your  fupreme  affe&ion,  in  a 
way  of  defire,  elteem,  and  delight,  be  placed  on  tbe 
Lord  Jefus  *,  and  on  God  through  him,  without  hy- 
pocrify;  in  heart,  and  not  in  pretence  or  profcffioD 
only  *,  (hew  forth  its  fincerity  hy  keeping  his  command¬ 
ments,.  and  not  think  them  grievous,  (1  John  v.  3.) 
and  let  your  love  to  fellow-Chriflians  and  fellow-crea¬ 
tines,  in  tbe  various  in  fiances  to  be  hereafter  mention¬ 


ed,  bs  unfeigned  and  hearty;  not  in  word,  neither  in 
tong  ttet  but  in  deed  and  in  trutb^i  John  iii.  t8.)  not  in  a 
way  of  mere  compliment,  dr  with  hypocritical  airs  of  pity 
and  compaffion,  faying  to  the  poor  among  them,  Depart 
in  peacty  be  ye  warmed  and  filled ;  without  giving  them 
theft  things  which  are  needful for  them,  (Jam.  ti.  16.) 
But  let  your  love  work  pra&icatly  toward  them  in  all 
kind  difpofitione  and  good  fruits,  as  the  circumftances 
of  things  may  require.  From  this  principle,  fee  that 
ye  not  only  abftain  and  depart  from  all  iniquity,  from 
every  -thing  that  is  offenfive  to  God,  defiling  to  your- 

feivea. 


NOTES. 


t-vet,  end  Aim  /hot  firm  «m,  in  (he  dole  moft  immediately  to  be  meant  of  Int  to  set 
of  the  rerfe,  which  feem  to  telue  to  what  is  e  so  tier ;  yet  it  may  be  coolidered  both  with 
dove  Ijy  church-officers  rather  than  by  pti-  relation  to  the  Lord,  whom  ore  an  to  fine 
vote  Chriftians ;  became  KmJbat  rafn  it  pla-  vith  ftrveaej  of  ffnrit,  nr.  1  t.  and  without 
red  between  themt  and  the  duties  of  private  love  to  whom,  no  Cnriftiin  duty  toward*  o» 
Chriftians,  in  dfinittO*g  It  tbe  nteemet  of  then  can  lie  performed  aright;  and  with  re. 
tk?  fr.nts,  and  beiag  given  to  fafpihtilj,  am  lation  to  ear  ndgfihxr,  in  the  fevcril  brar.che, 
it, lifted  <m  afterwards,  vtr.  1 3.  ef  it  that  are  drawn  out  in  the  folio  wing 

*  Though  the  bve  here  f{ token  of  feints  dilcour— . 
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that  wKkbHcril, 
cleave  to  that 
which  UgOOtL 


10  3W  kindly 
ifletfioDed  one 
to  aoorher,  wh 
brotherly  lore;  it) 
honour  prefer* 
rio^oneuiaclicj ; 


%i  Not  floth- 
M  iQ  bufineij ; 

fervent 
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(elves,  and  injurious  to  others*  and  from  every  thing 
that  his  word  and  your  own  confdences  condemn  as 
finfnl  ;  bur,  in  imitation  of  him  who  is  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  iniquity,  keep  up  the  utmoft  deteftation 
and  abhorrence  of  it,  as  the  worft  of  all  kind  of  evils, 
in  its  contrariety  to  God,  and  to  your  own  bappinefs, 
that  ye  may  have  no  manner  of  fellowQitp  with  it,  but 
.  may  bate  it  with  a  per  fed  barred  in  yourfelves  and  o- 
tbers,  and  even  in  thofe  wbofe  perfons  ye  moft  fmcere- 
Jy  and  affectionately  love  :  On  the  contrary,  whatfoe- 
ver  is  holy,,  good,  and  excellent  in  itfclf,  approved  of 
God,  and  honourable  to  his  name,  good  for  yourfelves, 
and  ufeful  to  others  ■,  let  every  thing  of  this  nature  be 
the  objed  of  your  delire  and  purfuit,  love  and  choice, 
and  the  .matter  of  y oar  daily  pradice ;  perfevere  fo  ftea- 
dily  in  it,  and  adhere,  by  divine  grace,  fo  clofely  and 
rdoJmely  to  it,  in  fpeecb,  heart,  and  behaviour,  that 
do  terrors,  or  allurements,  nor  any  conliderarioo  what* 
fbever,  may  ever  affright,  entice,  or  draw  you  off  from 
it :  And  above  all  things  elfe,  let  it  be  your  great  con¬ 
cern  to  cleave  urilb  purpofe  tf  heart  to  the  Lord,  as  your 
chief  and  all-comprehending  good,  and  bighelt  end.  ( 
xu  23.) 

10  As  to  the  more  particular  and  mutual  duties 

which  ye  owe  in  common  one  to  another,  fee  that  ye 
be  ardently,  tenderly  and  coroplacentially  affedkmite 
to  each  other,  and  propenfe  to  treat  one  another  with 
ingenuous  friendttiip  and  kindnefs,  by  a  fort  of  natural 
inttind,  like  that  which  is  between  parents  and  their 
children  ;  and  let’there  be  reciprocal  returns 

of  love  for  love,  the  obligation  being  tbe  fame  upon 
you  all,  as  brethren  in  Chrifl,  who  Ihould  endeavour  to 
keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peacef  and  are 
-taught  <f  God  to  love  one  another ,  (Eph.  iv,  3.  and  1 
Thejf,  iv,  9.}  and  let  your  love  be  as  refpeSlful  as  I  trull 
tt  is  (inceie,  each  one  thinking  and  fpeaking  more  ho¬ 
nourably  of  another’s  gifts,  graces,  and  fervices,  than  of 
his  own,  and  calling  a  mantle  over  bis  faults,  inflead 
of  magnifying  anti  expoGng  them ;  and  fo  in  all  !<rwU- 
nefs  of  mind ,  let  each  efteem  another  better  than  himfetf, 
(Phil,  ii.  3.)  as  being  coufcious  of  more  iniquity  and 
jdiforder  in  his  own  heart,  to  keep  him  bumble,  than  be 
can  fee  in  others,  to  degrade  them  5  and  yet  let  none 
under  pretence  of  giving  way  to  others,  as  more  emi¬ 
nent,  negle£t,  or  think  themfelves  excufed  from  fuch 
duties  as  they  are  called  to. 

1 1  Let  them  take  heed  of  an  idolent  and  carelefs, 
lazy  and  fluggiflh  temper  and  behaviour,  with  refpect 

» 
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fervent  in  fpirh;  to  the  affairs  of  the  civil  and  religions  life*  and  with  re- 
fcvisj  lie  Lord;  ^  t0  [heir  being  ufefut  in  their  feveral  Aatioos,  a* 
tho*  they  were  to  do  nothing  at  all>  becanfe  they  appre¬ 
hend,  that  they  cannot  do  fo  much,  or  fo  well  as  others; 
bat  let  them  engage  in  every  fcrvice  with  an  aftivc  vi¬ 
gorous  fpirit,  and  with  ail  the  fervours  of  love  to  God, 
and  {acred  zeal  for  his  glory,  under  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  as  doing  the  will  of  God  from  the  heart, ' 
that  vhatfoever  tbtir  bands  find  to  do  for  God,  them* 
Delves,  or  others,  they  may  do  it  1 vitb  their  might, 

(Ecclef.  it.  10.)  as  knowing  that  they  are  thereby  fer- 

ving  the  Lord  Chrift,  in  obedience  to  his  commands 
and  for  his  honour  and  glory. 

ix  Rejoicing  in  12  And,  to  animate  them  herein,  let  them  go  for- 
l.«pe  j  padnit  in  wsrd  jQ  God’s  way  and  work  with  alacrity  and  delight, 

r-iniinuing  '°ia -  as  thofe  who,  through  grace,  arc  well  afliircd  of,  and 

iUk  in  prayer;  rejoice  in  hope  of  eternal  falvation,  to  crown  all  their 

labours  of  love,  and  make  them  completely  happy  for 
ever  :  With  this  view  and  hope,  let  them  be  meek  and , 
patient  towards  each  other,  aod  fuhmiffive,  calm,  and 
refigned  to  the  will  of  God,  under  their  prefent  pro¬ 
vocations,  trials,  and  afflictions,  and  Tuftsin  them  with 
an  abiding  and  holy  courage ;  And  as  nothing  of  this 
kind  can  be  done  without  help  from  heaven,  let  them 
be  earaeft  and  importunate  in  humble  Application  and 
prayer  to  God,  with  faith  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  for 
all  feafonable  afflftances  of  his  Spirit;  and  whether  they 
receive  immediate  anfwers  to  their  prayers,  or  not,  let 
them  perfevene  therein,  ( Luke  xviii.  1, — 8.)  and  not  give 
over  till  they  have  obtained  mercy ,  and  found  grace  to 
help  them  in  every  time  of  need .  (Heb,  iv.  t6>) 

1$  Diftribo-  13  And  that  there  may  be  no  defed  in  ycrar  Cbrif- 
r"?  trfhe<?ec*^  *tan  Parity,  (ver.  10.)  let  thofe  of  you,  that  are  capa- 
pie»  to  hoTpiu-  We,  ®lOW  Tour  l°ye  ^d  compaflion  to  Child's  poor,  to 
.icy*  fuch  as  make  a  credible  profeffion  of  being  fandified  and 

formed  into  his  holy  image,  by  readily  communicating 
to  their  life,  for  the  relief  of  their  wants,  and  refrelb- 
ing  their  bowels,  like  perfons,  who  have  a  fellow-feel¬ 
ing  with  diem  in  all  their  ft  rails  and  exigencies ;  that 
whilft,  as  ye  have  opportunity,  ye  make  confidence,  as 
ye  ought,  of  doing  good  unto  all,  ye  may  efpecially  a- 
bound  therein  to  the  boufbold  of  faith,  (Gal.  vi.  10.) 
and  when  any  faoneft,  religious  ftrangers,  that  are  poor 
and  deftitute,  come  among  you,  or  any  perfecutrd  rai- 
nifters,  or  Chriftians,  that  are  driven  from  ho  life  and 
home,  are  with  you  ;  feck  and  pur  Cue  (.'ibmvtu)  all  ways, 
means,  and  opportunities  of  entertaining  them  hofpita- 
bly,  without  grudging  or  backwardnef? ;  bet  with  a 

laudible 


5»<S 


The  Epifile  to  the  Roma&s  parapbraftd,  Ch.  xii. 


f  4  Bids  them 
vfcich  pcrTente 
you;  hlcftj  fend 
cntfcooC 


i j  Rejoice  with 
them  that  do  re¬ 
joice,  and  weep 
with  them  that 
weep- 


laudable  liberality,  according  to  your  circumftances,  and 
with  the  greateft  freedom  and  delight,  after  the  exam¬ 
ples  of  AirabamvaA  Lot ,  who,  by  entertaining ftr anger s , 
entertained  angels  unawares.  (Gen,  xviii.  i,  iec.  and 
xix.  i,  tire,  compared  with  J Jeb.  xiii.  2.) 

14  And  as  ye  have  enemies ,  as  well  as  friends  y  to  deal 
with,  Take  heed  that  ye  do  not  milbehave  toward 
them ;  but  while  they  are  malicioufly  abuGng  and  per¬ 
secuting  you,  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  either  with  their 
tongues  or  bands,  or  both ;  inftcad  of  returning  the 
like  injuries  to  them,  do  ye  fpeak  civilly  to  them,  and 
as  well  of  them,  as  the  nature  of  things  admits  of;  ('*' 
Stirs')  cordially  wifh  their  happinefs,  and  endeavour  to 
do  them  good ;  and,  according  to  the  command  and 
example  of  the  meek  and  humble  Jcfus,  {Luke  vi.  28. 
and  xxiii.  34.}  pray  for  the  blellings  of  grace  and  glory, 
and  for  the  blclEngs  of  Providence  too,  as  far  as  may  be 
for  their  real  good  to  come  down  upon  them :  Beg  of 
God  to  convince  them  of  their  errors,  to  forgive  their 
fins,  and  to  blefs  them  in  turning  them  from  their  ini¬ 
quities  :  And  let  not  blefiing  and  curling  proceed  out  of 
the  fame  mouth  and  heart,  (Jam.  iii.  to.}  Never  ren¬ 
der  evil for  evil,  or  railing  far  railing ,  Aar  contrariviije 
bleffing ;  knowing  tbit  ye  are  thereunto  called,  that  ye 
Jbould  inherit  a  bUJJiag ,  (1  Pet.  iii.  9.) 

15  Whether  ye  have  to  do  with  enemies  or  friends, 
endeavour  to  maintain  a  fympathizing  fpirit,  with  hu¬ 
manity  towards  all  men,  as  partakers  of  the  fame  com¬ 
mon  nature  with  them  ;  and  With  brotherly  affc£l;un 
toward  your  fellow  ChriAians,  as  members  of  the  fame 
Spiritual  body  with  them,  (1  Cor.  xii.  26.)  iniiead  of  en¬ 
vying  and  repining  at  the  happtnels  of  thofe  that  are 
furrounded  with  mercies,  and  enriched  with  bleflings, 
whether  temporal  or  fpiritual,  rejoice  with  them  there¬ 
in,  that  ye  may  fhare  in  their  juft  and  lawful,  and  ef- 
pecially  in  their'  religious  joys,  by  taking  pleafure  in 
their  prof  per  ity,  as  God  doth  in  that  of  his  fervanrs, 
(Pfal.  xxxv.  27.)  and  as,  /peaking  after  the  mariner  of 
men,  God's. own  love  and  tendernefs  to  his  people  is 
exp  reded  by  his  being  aJjliSled  in  all  their  ajjlih'ums, 
(Ifa.  Ixiii.  9.)  fo  be  ye  touchingly  affected  with  the  Ioffes 
and  miferies,  fears  and  dangers  of  them  that  are  in 
any  trouble,  relating  to  this  world  or  the  next:  En¬ 
deavour  to  fbothe  and  foften  their  griefs  and  tears,  by 
condoling  with  them,  and  {hewing  your  compafEonate 
concern  for  them,  and  readinefs  to  do  what  in  you  lyes, 
by  prayer,  counfel,  and  all  poflihlc  means,  to  2  Hi  ft  and 
comfort  them  j  confidcring  that  ye  your  ft  Ives  are  in  the 
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body,  and  might  have  been*  or  Toon  may  be;  in  the 
like  deplorable  circum  (lances,  (Hek.  xiii.  3*)  and  that 
your'  pwn  iniquities  have  deferred  them, 
tt  E'  of  the  16  Whatever  difference  there  may  be  in  your  out- 
[owardT^oihcT  war^  condition  as  men,  or  in  your  inward  attainments 
Mind  not  high  as  Cbnftians,  or  in  your  prvfejjioni  as  Jrwifb  or  Gentile 
tiiingt,  but  con*  convert b,  labour  to  be  as  harmonious  as  poflible  among 
-yooifelves  :  Whether  ye  can  think  juft  alike  in  lejftr 
not  wife  «n  your  matters,  or  jiot,  Be  Cure  to  cultivate  a  rootual  friendly 
own  conceits.  difpoGtion  of  mind,  and  famenefs  of  a  (Trillion  towards 
one  another ;  every  one  timing,  by  divine  grace,  to 
keep  up  the  fame  charitable  temper  towards  his  brother 
in  the  Lord,  and  to  wifti  as  well  to  him;  and  fbew  the 
fame  willingnels  on  all  occaftons,  to  do.  him  good,  as 
he  defiles  and  experts,  that  his  brother  fhould  ihew  to 
to  himfelf;  Neither  affect  pre-eminence  over  others; 
but  treat  inferiors  with  condescending  kindnefs ;  nor 
afpire  after  great  things  in  this  world  ;  but  rather  look 
upon  them  with  an  holy  indifference  and  difdain :  If 
the  providence  .of  God  bring  any  of  you  into  ftrait  and 
.  neceffitous  circum  dances  * ;  learn  to  fubmir  with  all 
humility  and  cheerfulnefs  of  mind  to  them,  that  your 
fpirit  may  not  be  above  your  condition :  but  may  be 
brought  down  to  a  contented  acquiescence  in  it;  And 
if  auy  of  you  are  railed  to  temporal  e {fates  and  digni¬ 
ties,  take  heed  of  fetiing  your  hearts  upon  them,  and 
-being  puffed  up  with  diem  ;  and  fee  that  ye  carry  it  with 
the  greateft  affability,  courteoufncfs,  and  freedom  to 
perfons  of  the  lowed  rank ;  Do  not  be  alhamed  to  Hoop 
to  any  proper  office  of  brotherly  love  and  kindnefs  to 
the  poorell,  and  mod  defpicable  faints  upon  earth  ;  bat 
be  ready  to  treat  them  with  benevolence,  and  to  con- 
verfe  familiarly  with  them,  that,  like  David,  though  a 
king,  ye  may  be  companions  of  all  them  that  f tar  God  .* 
(Plal.  cxii*  63.}  and  in  whatever  tituation  the  Lord  has 
placed  you,  as  to  worldly,  or  fpiritual  endowments  ; 
have  a  care  of  entertaining  a  high  opinion  of  your  own 
wifdom,  on  any  account  whatfoever,  {Prov.  iii.  7,)  ; 
and  particularly  of  being  fo  vain  as  to  imagine  that  ye 
baye  no  further  need  of  divine  dire&ion  and  influence  ; 
or  as  to  conceit  that,  if  ye  are  richer  and  greater  in  this 
world,  ye  are  therefore  wifer  and  better  than  others, 
and  have  no  need  of  any  affidanee,  couhfel,  or  advice 
from  them. 


NOTE. 


17  Whe- 


v  llkt  i,  litre  tratiDatnl,  /f  wl  if  Smr  (ro<{  t< inini|.)  Accordingly  I  have 

cjitile,  owy  as  well  fipii/y,  fo  lav,  «r  man  taken  U>th  fades  into  die  paia^rait. 
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tjRo»mp«»ft  17  Whether  a  man  be  your  friend  or  foe,  a  Chriftian 
ora  heathen,  that  has  a&cd  an  unrighteous  and  injuri- 
diingf  Koodl  io  ous  part  toward  you  ;  Take  heed  of  giving  way  to  re* 
the  flgt *  of  iU  vengeful  or  paffionate  refentments,  or  of  going  into  any 
iniquitous  or  hurtful  practices,  by  way  of  retaliation 
upon  him,  which  would  be  to  imitate  Jm  evil  eiarople, 
and  make  yourfirivei  fharers  in  his  guilt.  Whatever  o- 
tbers  do,  let  it  be  your  conscientious  care  and  concern, 
by  divtne  afiiftance,  to  contrive,  and  go  into  fuch  mca- 
fures  of  conduit,  as  (hall  be  (***«)  good,  generous,  and 
honourable  iij  themfelves,  and  every  way  becoming 

iour  Chriftian  characters,  not  only  in  the  fight  of  the 
-ord,  hut  in  the  judgment  of  all  the  unprejudifed  part 
of  mankind,  (2  Or*  viii.  21.}  that  none,  no  not  the 
worft  of  your  enemies,  may  ever  be  ahle  to  upbraid  you 
with  having  done  an  unworthy  or  indecent  thing.  { PUL 
iv*  8*) 

fibL*  u'raw^u  *n  ^is  manoer,  ftudy  the  things  which  make 

jRth'ln  you,  live  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  all  mankind,  that,  were  it 
peuvabij  with  polEble,  there  might  be  no  feuds  or  quarrels,'  jam  or  un- 
aMD*  eafinefles  between  you  and  others,  in  any  circumftaDces 

or  relatione  of  life  :  And  how  impracticable  foever,  in 
fome  Gtuations,  this  may  be  with  perfons  of  an  unhappy 
temper,  and  araidft  all  the  dtforders  of  this  finful  ana 
ill-natured  world ;  yet  let  nothing  be  wanting  on  your 
part,  that  may  contribute  towards  it;  but  as  far  as  is 
confiftent  with  truth  and  fatthfulnefs,  honour  and  con* 
fcieoce,  and  with  your  duty  in  other  refpecta,  labour, 
to  the  urmoft  of  your  power,  to  cultivate  a  peaceable 
and  quiet  temper  and  deportment,  in  your  dealings  with 
perfons  of  all  ranks,  profrffions,  and  characters;  Gnte 
the  beauty  and  happinefs  of  all  fociety,  whether  civil 
or  facred,  your  own  comfort,  and  the  credit  of  religion 
very  much  depend  upon  ir,  and  cannot  fubfift  without  it* 
is  Dearly  be*  jp  That  no  provocation  may  ever  tranfport  you  fo 
far* 88 10  abate  y°ur  conc.crn  for  pcace» lct  me  intreat 
thcr  gJiT  place  you,  my  dearly  beloved  friends  and  brethren,  who  have 
malm  wrath ;  for  known  and  experienced  fo  much  of  the  merciful  kind- 
lt  nefe  and  forgiving  grace  of  God  toward  you,  to  keep  fo 
ftri (k  a  watch  over  your  angry  paflione,  as  cot  to  go  a* 
bout  to  do  yourfelvcs  j office,  in  a  way  of  private  and 
perional  revenge  upon  your  enemies,  (yer.  20.);  no, 
nor  to  feek  fatisfe£tien  from  them,  in  a  due  conrfe  of 
law,  from  a  litigious  fpirit,  inftead  of  doing  it  from  a 
define  of  prefervmg  the  peace  and  order  of  focicty,  and 
of  obtaining  juflicc  to  yourfelvcs  for  any  affronts  or  in¬ 
juries,  that  ye  may  have  received  from  them;  But,  as 
is  moA  eligible,  honourable,  and  comfortable  to  your 
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i:  i*  written,  Ven-  own  fouls,  labour  rather,  on  the  contrary,  fo  far  to  fup- 
Uilirepajjiiib  F'efc  the  heat  and  refetunient  of  your  own  temper,  as 
she  Lord.  to  turn  away  *  their  wrath  with  a  foft  anfwer,  (Prbv. 

xv.  i.)  anti  to  pacify  it  by  yielding  to  it,  in  Head  of  ir¬ 
ritating  it  yet  more  and  more,  by  inremperately  ami  urn* 
featonably  lotting  yourfelves  to  oppofe  and  refill  it, 
(Ecclef.  x.  4.)  or  elfc  endeavo.ur  to  get  out  of'  the  way  of 
their  fury,  that  its  torrent  may  run  ofFr  without  doing 
you  any  hurt :  And  when  ye  have  done  all  that  becomes 
you,  to  divert  it,  if  they  Hill  continue  their  rage  a  gain  ft 
you,  calmly  leave  them  to  the  impaitial  judgment  of 
God,  who  belt  knows  how  to  deal  with  them,  and  will 
one  day  right  your  caufc:  For  it  is  recorded,  {Dmt* 
xxxii.  35.)  to  the  encouragement  of  his  people,  and  re¬ 
ft  raining  thfir  fretful  impatience,  under  the  oppieftiotia 
of  his  and  their  enemies;  It  is  my  fupteme  right  and 
prerogative,  fays  the  infinitely  wife  and  holy  Lord, 
nth  r  and  judge  of  the  univerfe,  who  can  do  no  wrong, 
to  inflia  deferred  puniihmenrs  j  and  it  belongs  to  me 
to  orifer  how  and  when  it  Hi  all  be  done.  I  will  render 
tribulation  and  wrath  to  evil  doers,'  either  by  my  im¬ 
mediate  providence,  or  by  the  equitable  laws  of  civil 
government,  or  by  fame  other  means  in  this  world ;  or  at 
fartheft,  by  terrible  executions  of  vindictive  jultice  on 
incorrigible  finners,  in  the  great  day  of  retribution,  in 
the  world  to  come;  leaving  therefore  the  matter  in 
God’s  band,  be  ye  ready  to  do  all  offices  of  kindnefs 
and  companion,  even  to  the  worft  of  your  enemies,  in- 
Head  of  avenging  yourfelves  upon  them, 
to  'Therefore  ‘  20  If  therefore  any  of  your  adverfaries,  that  have  been 

If  thine  enemy  moft  injurious  to  you,  and  have  even  violently  perfreu- 
bimfif  he  *K  ted  y°u>  bc  rea(ir  ro Perifll  wifh  hunger,  do  not  tiegleO, 
give  him  ilrirk :  much  left  infult,  reproach,  and  cenfure  him,  as  receiving 
Cut  in  fir  Jniii^  jjj,.  juc  reward  of  his  evil  deeds  againfl  you ;  hut,  to  (hew 
1  011  your  compalfiotiate  and  forgiving  fpjrit,  cheat  tally  and 
tenderly  fuppiy  him  with  neceflary  and  convenient  fond 
for  his  refreshment,  (fee  Proc,  xxv.  i,  72.)  according  to 
your  ability  and  his  wants,  e7en  as  one  would  feed  and 
nourifh  an  infant,  or  lick  perfon,  that  is  not  capable  of 
helping  hiinfelf.  (4sw*f»  *«■")  If  he  be  uneafy,  and  in 
danger  of  fainting,  for  thirft,  afford  him  fealonable  re¬ 
lief,  by  giving  him  fomething  to  drink,  that  (hall' b<f 
tnoft  proper  for  him,  according  to  the  opportunities  you 
may  have  of  doing  it  i  For  in  this  way  of  kind  and  Iriend- 

:y* 

NOT  £., 

*  Chreg  f}eft  t«  w.e/i,  may  refcte  either  ■  rcn&r  tri&tiklbr,  ihtxtt&st  irraf/ehis  peo;  Je, 
to  tite  wtiib  of  oar  enemies,  nr  t*i  tlie  wrath  (;  Tttpl  i.  tf.) 
wi:l»  v.Jiojn  i;  is  a  /■■"(•less.  *  h 
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ly*  merciful*  and  beneficent  conduft  towards  him*  you 
villeither  mollify  hi*  fpirit*  and  mate  him  your  friend, 
by  inching  him  down  into  the  moft  ingenuous  confu¬ 
sion  and  rclentirrgs*  at  the  thought  of  all  the  injuriei 
thst  he  has  been  guilty  of  againft  God,  and  you  his 
generous  benefactor }  and  fo  your  favours  to  him  will 
anfwer  their  dire£t  and  dclired  end*  oven  a$  the  arti¬ 
ficer  diflblves  hard  metal,  by  heaping  coals  of  fire  upon 
it :  Or  clfe*  if*  after  all*  be  Shall  remain  fo  ungrateful* 
ly  and  obftmatdy  perverfe*  as  not  to  he  won  upon  by  all 
your  generous  and  endearing  treatment*  it  will  confe- 
quemially  aggravate  his  guilt  and  ruin,  and  bring  the 
heavier  vengeance  from  rhe  righteous  God  upon  him* 
which  will  be  like  coals  of  unquenchable  fire  heaped 
upon  him ;  and  which,  though  you  ought  not  to  de^ 
6re  it*  will  be  Such  a  terrible  retribution  of  his  evil*  that 
you  need  not  meditate  any  revenge  of  your  own  for  it. 

21  Upon  the  whole  then,  let  no  ill  treatment*  you 
meet  with  from  others*  get  an  inglorious  mattery  over 
you*  fo  as  to  difeompofe  your  Spirit,  and  inflame  your 
angry,  malicious*  ami  impatient  pffions,  or  fo  as  to 
make  you  weary  of  Shelving  love  and  kindncSs  to  your 
enemies,  { ver .  20.)  or  defirous  of  returning  evil  far 
evil*  (ver*  iy.)  this  would  be  really  to  enllave  your  own 
mind,  and  give  your  adversaries  the  greateft  opportu¬ 
nity  of  triumphing  over  you.  But,  on  the  contrary* 
labour*  by  the  grace  of  God*  to  eicrcife  all  meeknefc, 
Jrindnefs*  and  forbearance,  under  the  htghefl  provoca¬ 
tions  ;  and  in  that  manner  purCue  the  noble  ft  of  all  vic¬ 
tories  over  your  enemies  and  over  your  own  refentmems 
too,  by  returning  good  for  rvil :  For  he  that  is  jlow  to 
n??gir}  is  bitter  than  the  mighty ;  and  he  that  rules  bit 
fpirit)  than  he  that  takes  a  city*  (Prov,  avi.  32.) 


RE ‘COLLECTIONS, 

T-Tow  Should  a  conftrftraLrun  of  the  endearing  mercies  of  God  engage  us  to 
yield  iip  ouriclv.es,  as  a  living  Sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable  to  him  !  Thin  is  c- 
Very  *ay  a  inoft  rcafonable  fervice.  And  how  fliouki  our  hearts  be  ioofcntd 
from  this  world,  and  from  all  its  fioful  fafiiiona,  cuttomt,  and  practices;  and 
bow  dtlifUus  of  fuch  a  renovation  of  our  minds,  by  the  bleftcd  Spirit,  as  fliai! 
U  rns  farm  ns  into  the  image  of  God,  and  give  us  an  expcrfmcnlal,  practical, 
mid  approving  acquaintance  with  every  thing  that  i&  good  in  itfelf,  pleaGrg  to 
him,  through  Jefus  Chrift*  and  age  cable  to  his  holy  will  i  But,  be  our  gift*, 
giaccs,  ami  lenders  ever  fo  grtat,  we  fkotrid  keep  up  modeft  and  humble  thoughts 
€>;  o.!rililvcs,  and  not  he  wife  in  our  own  conceit,  or  dcfprfe  others;  liiiic  Ml 
that  we  icrccivr,  is  according  to  the  me  a  fare  of  the  gift  of  Chrift  to  us,  as  his 
members,  for  the  good  ef  the  whole  body,  Wonderful  h  the  grace  and  care 
of  the  great  Head  of  the  church  in  providing  for  it*  He  has  furniihed  it  wish 
fuch  gifts  and  officers,  as  are  neceffkry  for  its  fp^rituii  edification,  and  far  ms* 
nag  lug  its  temporal  converts ;  and  has  OTdenrd  a!}  Ids  frrvanta  to  at  lend  tn 
lluir  charge  with  integrity,  diligence*  and  ekearfainefc,  according  to  the  g  nee 
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given  to  them,  and  the  vulc  ut  hh  word.-— And*  as  to  the  dirties  Of  private 
Chriftians,  they  arc  called  to  the  fincereft  love*  the  iroft  affVCcjonate  deportment* 
and  honourable  regards*  one  towards  another;  to  deleft  every  thing  that  is  fin- 
full  and  cleave  to  all  that  is  good ;  to  be  vigoroitfiy  active  in  the  bultnefs  of 
iheir  civil  and  religious  fkrtuws*  and  fervent  iti  every  flrvict,  as  doing  it  to 
the  Lord;  fo  rejoice  in  hope  of  eternal  life,  and  to  be  patient  and  n:%ml  td 
tilt  will  of  Cotl»  under  all  their  trials  and  aftlidions,  and  perfeveribg  in  ear ne ft 
prayer.  How  amiable  are  the  Chriftian  morals  founded  in  evangelical  love ;  ind 
how  far  furpafling  all  that  was  ever  pva&ifcd  or  taught,  by  the  roc  ft  refined 
heathens  !  This  love,  which  has  ftich  an  influence  upon*  and  fuch  a  bean* 
tiful  turn  to  all  morality*  is  without  diflunuliti tin  ;  It  U  liberal  to  the  necef?i* 
tons,  efpecially  to  the  poor  that  bear  the  cha  rafters  of  hotfnefs;  and  is  hoipita* 
Me  to  good  and  hone (l  n;r^ngers*  cfpeciaUy  thole  thitC  fufter  for  ngtueoufncfa 
fahe:  It  infpires  us  with  fuch  a  fellow-feeling  with  others*  as  makes  uk  rejoice 
with  the  happy*  and  mourn  with  the  afflicted  ;  It  Uhuinblt  arid  coudefcending 
to  men  of  the  lowed:  degree  and  benevolent  to^  otir  very  enemies  :  It  implore* 
blrffittgs  upon  the  heads  of  thofe  that  ptrfecute*  abufc*  and  aide  us :  it  chufra 
to  refer  an  injured  caul?  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God*  rather  than  render 
evil  for  evil*  or  feck  private  revenge  f  It  endeavours  to  tire  peaceably  with  all 
men,  and  behave  with  honour  toward  them  :  And  it  takes  plcafiirv  in  giving  food 
and  drink,  to  poor  ncceffltous  enemies,  ' in  melting  thtrrii  with  Linduefs,  and  o* 
vercomtng  Cvil  with  good* 


ll'  1 


G  H  A  P*  XIIL 

The  apqflte  lays  out  the  July  of  fuhjtElion  to  civil  government ,  with  fe~ 
verat  reafons  to  enforce  it y  I, — 7*  And  then  returns  to  his  exhor* 

iaiions  to  mutual  fcve,  8, — 10*  And  goes  on  to  temperance  andf** 
bneijy  lij— 14, 


Tkst* 

7  ET  every  foul 
Aj  be  fabj Jft  un¬ 
to  the  higher 
powers 


Paraphrase. 


r  ET  every  perfon  **  whether  he  be  a  Jcvstjh  j', 

"  Gentile  convert,  ccclefiaftic  or  Uy-rnan,  Eats 
heed  of  imagining  that  he  is  under  no  obligation  to 
own  the  authority  of  civil  government  in  all  lawful 

things 


,  N  O  1 

*  As  tii  chap.  xii.  u  thcapoftle  had  put 
tbe  hofy  for  the  the  better  to  com¬ 

mit  with  his  alinfion  n>  the  kg^t'lacrifiLes* 
v,  ht7^  boeUs  were  oflWed  op  to  God  5  fo  he 
here  puts  the  Jtui  for- the  p<tjbpt  to  inti* 
nwte  that  it  is  by  the  fart  tliat  we  ii«  pro¬ 
per  fubjota  of  civxt  and  moral  government, 
hod  that  this*  as  well  as  the  Wy,  is  to  lv« 
engaged  in  the  ulrcdienrc  doc  to  nujjp  draws. 

T  The  Jews  having- a  pmud  conceit  of 
themfclves*  us  the  dhly  people  of  Co d,  pre¬ 
tended  that  they  ought  not  to  ftibmit  to  any 
chil  governors,  amt  pay  tfibutt  to  them,  mi¬ 
le  fo  they  were  of  their  own  nation  utifl  w.Ik 
gjun,  atid  were  for  over  them  uy  the  fperiid 
appointment  of  God,  their  fnprnrc  Lord 
ami  King;  and  foth<7  fftrcprqudhH 
the  kfuniH  power,  as  unlawful,  lic^ute  It 
lam  both  fwtigvt  kerffan  :  And  as  the 
spoiUe>  and  jitfay  1-1  iltoL*  dsys. 


p  n  s. 

were  of  the  JlfiwJ  nation,  they  were  fljrjma- 
tiEed  by  the  If $meitvt  as  a  Tvheliiotis  people, 
that  ware  «oemic£  to  the  public  peace  ind  or-* 
der  of  the  civil  govrnintent,  to, 

In  oppofiti^a  thciTiore  to  this  tii^r  of  the 
Jews,  and  in  vindkatl  fii  of  ChrjElv&iuty  frwm 
alt  imputations  of  that  kind,  the  aptiftic,  w:r!i 
a  fpeciai  e^e  to'^Wjcrfrrrj,  reprelen^s  tbe  duly 
of  all  Ciirilbans,  owning  a^d  fobinlnine 
&ny  civil  g^ivernment,  under  whkh  the  pro¬ 
vidence  Of  Uod  call  their  lot,  ran  though  :t 
were  as  the  cn^pirv  th^-u  v.n& 

under  which  the  people  lived  lo  tvhtffii  the 
a^Kiftle  now  wrote.  And  kfi  from  he 

btmfoh’  hid  laid  about  tijrijihn  ■%  and 

perfons  avesfitt*  ib  frit  fives  f.  *n  r%*r* 

<krin%  tvif  for  evsi,  chap,  xm*  M,  ;-;-7 
llvnUd  infer  that  the  'tivii  ovyhr 

not  10  avenge  injaile*,  nor  he  applied  to, 
itic  ivdrefTng  tf  tvreiws  in  a  l*« 

l  i  % 


ft* 
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pawfirs  For  there 
is  no  power  hnt 
of  <Jc;d  :  i he 
powers  that  be 
are  onbioed  of 
Godi 


things  relating  to  this  prefem  worlds  though  in  matters 
of  faith  and  practice,  relating  to  another  world,  he  is 
indeed  accountable  to  none  but  Godv  who  alone  has  do¬ 
minion  over  any  man's  conscience.  But  a$  Chriftian 
religion  makes  no  alteration  in  natural  and  civil  rights; 
Kt  every  one  frncerdy,  dutifully,  and  voluntarily,  as 
from  hb  very  heart  and  foul,  pay  a  reverential  and 
peaceibte  obedience  to  the  fupreme  magiftrate,  as  ruling 
according  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  y  and  by  coufcquence,  to  thofe  that  are  of  an  infe* 
rior  and  fubordinate  rank  *T  which  ht  in  effe£t,  the 
feme  thing  as  paying  it>o  himfelf,  white  they  legally 
a£t  under  him,  by  and  according  to  their  commrffion 
from  him,  for  whatever  be  the  particular  form  of  any 
political  government  f  that  men  agree  to  live  under, 
or  in  whofe  hands  foever  it  be  lodged,  the  fupreme 
I -ou!  and  Ruler  of  (he  umverfe,  by  whom  kingr  reign 
end  printer  decree  jujlice,  (Prov.  viii,  15,)  has  appoint¬ 
ed  it  to  he  fet  up  for  the  good  of  commtmktes,  that  the 
order  and  peace,  rights  and  liberties,  lives  and  proper* 
tri'S,  of  the  fubjci£t  may  he  preferred,  and  defended  a- 
gain!!  the  private  or  public  quarrels,  injuries  and  out- 
rage  which  the  corruptions  of  mankind  would  natural^ 
ly  carry  them  into  again  ft  one  another*  Anti  chofe 
very  governors,  that  now  reign  over  the  Roman  empire, 
even  Cet/afy  anti  fuch  as  rule  under  him,  though  firm- 
gers  to  (he  faith  of  Chrift,  areraifrd  to  their  authority 
by  the  providence  of  God,  who,  according  to  the  nature 
and  defigtt  of  government,  has  ordered  that  theyfhould 
exercife  it  for  the  common  welfare  of  every  peaceable 
fubject :  And  remember  that,  ff  they  would  abufe  their 
power,  they  can  do  nothing  again  ft  you,  but  by  divine 
permiflion  ;  or,  as  our  Lord  in  his  own  cafe  faid  to  Pi- 
kitty  the  Roman  governor,  except  it  were  given  them 
from  above.  (John  xix,  1 1.) 

2  So  that,  (^}  whoever  he  be,  of  what  religious 
profeffion,  or  worldly  eucumftances  foever,  that  in  his 
private  capacity  oppofes  any  legal  command  of  the  go* 
veinment,  which  is  providentially  fet  over  him,  or  that 

in 

K  rt  r  e  s, 

infills  oh  the  nfcvffoy'of  joYefrmteiit  for  ibrttf 
a-  well  as  »thct  purpoU'S  and  eniotns  Chri- 

ituns  to  (Jtcunulvt,-.  tm^ient:ouity 


rbert fort  refills h 
(he  l>o*crr  refill- 
vth 


arid  peaceably  to  h,  as  tiw  ovciiuance  of  the 
of  i.aturc  arid  of  provith-mey  though  ■* 
n*cre  not  hy  fo  hn  mediate  and  exprrb  inftr- 
‘liitiou,  as  the  *Ji flute  was  of  old  under 
fiJm,  their  ptiiticsl  lomeipn. 

*  This  an;  were  to  apofHe  Peter's  fsy- 

1^1  Sstbtnit  jozffiftvcj  to  rverr  aniiiutncc 
ijfjb  fir  ih *  L>rX  t  vhetha  the  k*gy 


at  fuprtme,  or  fa  g#vrrj&nf  that  are  jmt 
bins,  Pet.  it.  13.}  % 

f  The  apofHe  not  here  determine  that 
any  particular  form  of  yoytmwciat,  whether 
Tnotwrchy,  a  mixed  monarchy,  ariftocracy, 
or  a  mmmonweath,  bone  more  than  anothsr 
of  God  ;  W  only  that  civil  ^ovemmont,  for 
tfor  iwixt  of  the  roniipunity,  b  hij  ordirance, 
whatever  may  be  rhii  ivndcular  form  of  rtj  i * 
far,  and  no  further  thin  is  Jt  U  fTt  uml 
per,  and  U  -ctans^L-d  anvktr  that  end- 


Ch,  im. 
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c;h  the  ordinance 
of  God  ;  and 
they  that  refift 
Hull  rerrivc  to 
t.'iL-mfdvcs  dim* 

ErfiOlL 


j|  For  refers 
nor  a  krwr 
to  j^ood  works, 
htu  to  (Ik  evil. 
Tfr'Ilt  thou  t  lien 
not  he  afraid  of 
die  power;  do;  I  ml 
which 


in  aieditious  and  treafonable  manner,  endeavours  to 
diflurb,  defame,  and  fubvert  it }  or  whoever,  to  gratify 
his  own  refemments*  attempts  in  any  capacity  to  fling 
all  things  into  anarchy  and  confuficuj,  he  is  difobedient 
to  the  authority  of  God  f,  who  has  ordained  the  ma- 
g iflratic  power  for  the  protection,  fafety  and  welfare 
of  mankind :  And  they  that  rife  up  in  rebellion  a* 
gainft  it,  while  the  fundamental  laws,  and  principal  ends 
for  which  it  was  inflinired,  are  punned  in  its  achmni- 
ftration,and  while  nothing  is^enjoined  rvpu  gnau*  to  the 
commands  of  God,  who  is  to  be  obeyed,  rather  than 
man,  {/f£h  v,  2$.)  fuch  perfons  will  iiururj  md  bring 
vpon  thtmfeivcs  condign  punifhment,  even  the  fevered 
judgment  (*7***)  either  from  the  ha*nisof  Eheir  nslers,  who 
tear  not  thefvtordh i  vain ,  (ver.  4.)  or  die  from  that 
God,  who  has  ordained  thorn  to  be  guardians  of  thepub- 
He  peace  and  liberty,  and  will  righteoufly  animadvert  up¬ 
on  the  iniquity  of  rebels,  m  vindication  of  his  own  otdi* 
nance,  either  in  ibis  world  or  the  nejer. 

3  For  temporal  princes,  according  to  the 

end  of  their  in  (li  union,  for  which  they  mufl  give  an  ac* 
count  w  God,  are  obliged,  not  to  pum!h  m^n  for  any 
works  that  are  good  in  themfelves,  (like  thofe  which 
the  Chriftun  religion  enjoins  toward  God  and  man) 
and  that  are  ufeful  to  the  ccmunity,  in  which  they  be* 
have  as  quiet  and  regular  fuhjetts ;  but  they  are  ^ 
pointed  to  retrain  and  correct  actions  that  are  immoral 
in  their  own  nature,  and  are  injurious  and  difturoing 
to  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  commonwealth  5  and  10 
cut  off  thofe  perfons,  hy  b.inifhmenr,  or  dcach,  that 
arc  capital  criminals,  for  the  caution  and  pitfervation 
c£  others.  If  therefore  there  were  no  ether  rcafon  for 
your  orderly  and  dutiful  fubjection  to  thv  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  under  which  you  live,  than  your  own  pci  fund 
jntereft,  would  you  not  be  afraid  oT  provoking  its  ter¬ 
rible  authority,  and  powerful  indignation,  which  you 
mufl  txpeft  will  fail  upon  you  in  cate  of  diftdjedience 
and  rebellion  ?  But  if  you  would  have  no  caule  of  fear¬ 
ing  any  evil  from  the  government,  take  care  to  lead  a 


N  0 

T.W.  apoftlc  Prfcr  fpoks  nf  ciril  govern¬ 
ment,  ss  Lhe  orJixMtf  (i  «■  <  3-) 

hronitf  it  h  ititlwl,  as  to  it*  form  ami 
pau  cm,  anti  the  peripns  that  (hull  pojltds  k, 
^y  the  implii  iL?  or  explicit  agrt^c^ti  Qf 
c^ikf  <>f  men  ;  Bui  o.irapmlUhtf***:  rat  lb  it 
ihc  w£*fintf  vi  Gedt  hccauic  God,  in  the  id* 
titniations  nf  hb  fnividtiw*  and  in  thtf  na- 
lurariva'bnin^and  indinarrans  of  mankind, 
ha*  ordered  that,  hy  the intention  of  HKfi, 
kfiCfi  iixn  a!‘snvsr^n;.it  liquid  Lc  vilauliih- 


fd  in  the  harnlj  of  Cnnc  prmn  or  perfons  a- 
jr.oti  *  them,  fur  the  Unrfif  of  put  lie  fcdety* 
and  for  the  punifhinj  of  eitemh  n  a^uinft  it, 
svhe/t;  rorntpthms  ar-j  .tea  ftro«g  to  la:  n> 
drained  Dy  the  ferj  ol‘  Cod,  which  they  have 
piit  auuy  frocs  them*  And  that  ihh  i$  ihe 
view*  in  which  thtanoiucfftrak^  of  jjnvtyn- 
ment*  a.s  the  erainauct  of  G^,  rvhich  orpht 
nor  to  be  refilled,  appear*  from  \dtnt  hc^Js 
in  die  frd  Lowing  va  its  abouL  the  vdxibk  ci*ds 
oi  fa  hili hulled. 


534  Tfo  Epijlle  to  the  Romans  parapkrafed.  Ch.  xiii. 


vl'icfc  U  gfekti 
at>d  (hfin  ihali 
Jure  praUc  uf  tfie 
frodc  ; 


4  For  ht  is  the 
tjrwi-lfhr  »f  God 
fo  riiec  for  good* 
£ot  if  tlwiii  do 
(h«t  which  if  evil 
be  afraid  ;  for  he 
heattrS  n at  she 
fj'onlin  vain;  for 
d*e  h  the  minifla 
of  God,  a  rtrrrt- 
to  rFr  eptit 
^-T7th  upon  him 
ph-t  ^u;h  ct*}. 


5  \yiicreCciTe 
vi'  ni*i*&  be 

lub/'ct,  tic*?  f'lJy 
fi>r  ttMtit*  Jh>  si¬ 
ft*  for  coti&jim* 
tkc- 


quiet  and  peaceable  life,  in  all  godlinefs  and  honeftr, 
(i  Tim.  ii.  a.)  and  to  do  that  which' is  morally  and  poli¬ 
tically  good  ;  and  then  you  may  ordinarily  hope  for, 
and  indeed  ought  to  enjoy,  the  prote&ion  and  favour, 
commendation  and  encouragement  of  public  authority, 
in  Read  of  coming  under  its  fevere  rcfcctmenrs. 

4  For  the  civil  magiflrate,  by  the  nature  and  confu¬ 
tation  of  his  office,  is  God’s  deputy,  whom  he  has  au¬ 
thorized  to  fupprefc  vice,  immorality  and  prophaneuefr, 
to  keep  the  public  peace,  to  maintain  natural,  civil, 
and  religious  rights,  and  to  encourage  every  thing  that 
is  virtuous  and  praife-worthy,  for  the  advantage  of  all 
his  good  fubje&s  i  but  if  you  violate  the  moral  and  po¬ 
litical  laws  of  his  government,  by  doing  any  thing  that 
has  a  tendency  to  diffionour,  weaken,  or  deftroy  it,  con* 
fidcr  the  dreadful  confequence  to  yourfelf,  your  family 
and  pofleritv,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  community ;  wh:t 
miferies  it  may  bring  upon  you -and  them  ;  and  let  the 
thought  of  that  deter  you  from  it,  as  ever  you  would 
be  concerned  for  your  own,  and  their  prosperity  and 
fafety :  For  the  fword  of  jufticc,  to  punifh  offenders, is 
not  put  into  the  thagHlrates.  bands  by  providence,,  like 
a  mere  glittering  enfign  of  authority,  to  no  manner  of 
purpofe,  as  though  it  were  not  to  be  ufed  againft  tbe 
turbulent  and  difohedient :  For  be  is  ordained  and  de¬ 
puted  of  God,  not  only  for  the  praife  of  them  that  do 
well,  but  likewife  for  the  pumjbment  of  evil  doerst 
(t  Pet.  ii.  14.)  according  to- the  cocmtiiflion  which 
God,  to  -abort  vengeance  primarily  belongs^  (chap.  xii. 
|q.)  has  given  him  to  fupport  the  authority  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  inSidt  pains  and  penalties  in  executions  of 
jf.  Iticc  upon  criminals,  as  far  ns  aqy  are  found  to  be  To 
by  oven-a£ts,  which  are  the  only  ones  that  can  fall  un¬ 
der  the  magiftrates  cognizance ;  it  being  God's  peculi¬ 
ar  prerogative,  to  know,  judge  of,  and  pucifh  for  evil 
thoughts,  as  they  lye  merely  in  the  heart. 

5  Ye  arc  therefore  obliged,  not  only  in  point  of  inte¬ 
rest,  to  pay  all  due  Subjection  to  the  magi  If  rates  autho¬ 
rity,  for  fear  of  the  punifhment  which  he  is  ahle,  and 
concerned  to  iriflidt  upon  the  injurious,  the  refractory, 
and  rebellious ;  but  alfo  from  a  principle  of  religion, 
and  confidence  toward  God,  as  acting  in  obedience  to 
bi$  ordination  of  magiitracy  for  the  prefervation  of  com¬ 
mon  rights;  to  his  providence,  which  has  lodged  it  in 
the  hands  of  thofe  that  are  fet  over  you  ;  and  to  hi? 
demand  of  your  dutiful  fubje&ion  to  them,  as  they  are 
the  public  guardians  of  the  fbtte. 


Cb.  xiii. 

f  Fo^foMhli 
pay  you  tri- 
buttalfa:  for  they 
4re  Cod**  mini* 
fieri,  attending 
frnricoally  upon 
tbit  very  thing. 


?  Render  there¬ 
fore  to  all  their 
dues:  trihure  to 
whom  trihtre  15 
Jjf  r  cuftom  la 
whom  cuftorn  ; 
fe»r  to  whom 
lea rj  boociir  to 
whom  hwittuf- 


S  Owe  no  man 
jbj  thing,  but  to 
io*e 


The  Epiflit  to  the  Romans  paraphrafed,  535 

6  For  this  is  the  reafon  why  ye  alfo  pay  taxes  and 
dutiis,  that  are  laid  upon  you  by  the  legi Dative  power  ; 
and  why  every  fubjeft  is  bound,  according  to  his  liar 
tioti  and  circumitances,  to  contribute,  by  thefe  means, 
to  the  fupport  and  dignity  of  the  government,  in  return 
for  the  neceflary  care  and  pains,  Solicitude  and  fatigues, 
expence  and  dangers  of  thofe,  that  arc  employed  in  ma* 
mging  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  public  :  For  they  are 
God's  vicegerents,  by  whom  he  rules  nations  and  king¬ 
doms,  and  whofe  verybufinels.it  is,  by  virtue  of  their 
office,  to  lay  themfelves  out  continually,  to  utni oft 
of  their  power,  for  fecuring  the  rights  arid  liberties  of 
all  their  good  Cuhje&s,  and  for  puni filing  thofe  that 
would  invade  them,  or  would  injure  the  legiflaturc,  or 
their  neighbours. 

7  Upon  the  whole  then,  See  that  ye  make  confidence 
of  paying  to  all  mankind,  to  fupreme  and  fubord mate 
mngiftrates,  as  well  as  others^  whatsoever  is  due  to 
them  by  divine  and  human  laws,  and  by  the  juft  rca- 
fons  of  things,  which  require  fuitable  compenfa  cions  for 
value  received  :  And  as  our  Lord,  in  anfwer  to  thofe 
that  afleed  him,  Whether  it  were  lawful  to  give  tribute 
to  Cafar  ?  faid,  Render  to  Cxfar  the  things  that  are  Ca- 
far'sy  though  he  were  neither  of  the  JewiJb  nation,  nor 
of  their  religion,  {Mattb.  xxii.  17,  21.)  fo  ye  fliould 
not  make  any  fcruple,.  but  think  yourfclvcs  obliged,  to 
pay  firch  taxes,  impoftes,  rates,  and  cuftoms,  without 
fraud  or  deceit,  as  are  legally  charged  upon  your  per* 
fons,  commodities,  or  eftates,  and  are  in  right  owing 
to  him  for  his  great  exptnee  and  trouble  In  executing 
his  high  and  important  truft  :  And  as,  in  this  manner, 
ye  are  honeltly  and  readily  to  contribute  to  (he  fupport 
of  his  government  $  fo,  that  ye  may  think  and  (peak 
of  him  fuitahle  to  his  exalted  Ration,  13c  afraid  of  pro¬ 
voking  his  anger ;  and  labour  to  cultivate  a  becoming 
reverence  and  eltecm  of  him  in  your  minds  *,  and,  not 
only  fo,  but  honour  him  likcwjfe  in  all  outward  espref- 
lions ‘of  refpe£t,  on  account  of  his  authority  and  dig* 
nity ;  this  fort  of  homage  being  due  to  him,  under  the 
character  of  your  political  father  and  lord,  as  it  is  to 
your  flefbly  parents  and  mailers,  and  indeed  to  every 
fuperior,  in  their  refpc&ive  places. 

0  Let  none  of  you  he  backward,  or  behind  hand,  in 
paying  the  feveral  debts  of  money,  refpett,  or  fervice, 
but  now  mentioned,  {ver.  7.)  or  that  are  owing  from 
you  to  any  per  fons  whatsoever,  according  to  your  vari¬ 
ous  concernments  with  them,  whether  they  be  luperiors, 
inferiors,  or  equals,  and  according  to  what  has  been 

already 
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fc**c  mje  anther;  already  mGfted  on,  {chap.  xii.  9,  21.)  But,  after  all 

sn^ttwhaih  all-  tl}at  7e  h;!ve  don*»  or  «an  do»  in  equity  toward  them  *, 
jSUM  the  law,  remember  there  is  one  important,  delightful,  and  com¬ 
prehend  ve  debt,  which  ye  are  always  to  be  paying,  and 
ftiil  owing,  and  never  to  think  yourfelves  discharged 
from ;  and  which,  confcientioufly  attended  to,  will  ef¬ 
fectually  d  if  pole  you  to  render  to  every  one  all  his  dues, 
according  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power *,  and  that  is,  to 
maintain  a  fincere  and  cordial  Jove  one  to  another,  as 
becomes  men  and  -Chriftians,  that  ought  to  be  ever  de¬ 
tit  in  g,  con ful ting,  and  promoting  each  other’s  good  by 
all  proper  means,  and  in  all  circumftanceSj  as  long  as 
ye  live :  For  the  nature,  of  love  to  fcllow-crearures,  in 
its  doe  latitude  and  fervour,  and  as  founded  upon,  and 
fpringing  from  our  love  to  God,  and  from  a  fenfe  of 
his  love  in  Chrlft,  to  us,  (t  John  tv.  7, — at.)  is  fo  ex¬ 
cellent,  and  Tweedy  powerful  and  engaging,  thar,  as 
far  as  any  one  feels  it  glowing  in  his  own  bofom,  and 
is  found  in  the  exercife  of  it,  onto  the  producing  of 
correfpondent  tfFefls  towards  another,  whom  be  con- 
fid  ers  in  a  view  of  kindnefs  as  his  neighbour,  (tier.  9. 
to.)  he  has,  fofar,  filled  up  the  requirements 

of  the  fecond  table  of  the  moral  law  :  And,  were  your 
love'  to  one  another  perfect,  your  obedience  to  all  its 
commands  of  that  fort  would  be  Too  too. 

<  Pw  *it.  o  For,  to  fpccify  its  principal  duties  in  the  following 
^nnit  a,:uUciy,  negative  precepts,  which  include  their  contrary  affir- 
*rhr>u  dijtt  not  matjv'  S,  the  tenor  of  them  runs  thus ;  You  {hall  not 
^  ?u'hy,  in  heart  or  behaviour,  of  fornication,  adul- 
*  ’  jtiit  tery,  unnacnial  mixtures,  or  any  fort  of  un clean nefs  ; 

nor  entice  or  draw  others  into  them ;  but  ihall  main¬ 
tain  an  entire  chattily  and  modefly  in  thoughts  aod  do 
fires,  looks,  words,  and  actions  :  You  (hall  not  unlaw¬ 
fully  takeaway  your  own,  or  others  lives  ;  nor  do  any 
thing  that  tends  towards  it,  by  indulging  wrath,  envy, 
malice,  and  revenge,  or  any  exorbitant  pafllons ;  by 
intemperance  in  meats  and  drinks,  or  excels  of  any 
kind  ;  nor  by  violent  provocations,  quarrels,  duels,  and 
caufelefs  fightings,  that  tnay  him,  wound,  and  deftroy 
yourfelves  or  others  ;  but  (hall  carefully  ltudy  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  dp  all  that  you  juftly  may  apd  can,  to  pre¬ 
ferred  pherifh,  and  defend  your  own  and  their  lives, 
health,  and  firength,  by  a  meek  and  patient,  fober  arrl 
peaceable,  contented  and  beneficent  behaviour:  You 
(hall  not  injure  the  property  of  others  by  forcible  rob¬ 
bery,  or  fecret  theft,  or  purloining;  by  encouraging 
any  to  (leal,  or  by  knowingly  receiving  Aden  goods  ; 
by  fraud,  cheating,  knavery  in  contracfc  and  commerce ; 

try 


ch.xiii. 

ftislt  not  bear  ftlfe 
visncfr,  Th(?u 
[ball  not  covet; 
and  if  time  te 
any  othrf 
mmdment.  it  is 
brkAy  coraprt- 

beaded  in  tbw 
fxy nimeiy, 
Thou  (bait  love 
lK>-  neighbour  U 
ihyUlt 
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by  oppti'fTion,  extortion,  or  unneceflary  and  vexatious 
lawSfoits  5  nor  by  any  covetous  defires  or  attempts  to 
take,  or  withhold  from  others  what  is  their  right  and  duet 
but  you  ought  to  be  faithful  and  juft  in  all  your  deal¬ 
ings  with  mankind  5  and  labour,  by  all  lawful  means, 
to  procure,  preftrve,  and  promote  their  temporal  pro* 
fperity,  as  well  as  your  own  :  You  flxall  not  do  any 
thing  that  is  prejudicial  to  veracity  and  integrity  be-  • 
tween  man  and  man,  or  to  your  neighbour's  reputation 
or  inter  eft,  by  equivocations,  lies,  and  Handers,  back¬ 
biting,  tale-bearing,  or  reviling  ;  and  efpecially  not  by 
perjuries  and  falfe  depofitions  in  courts  of  judicature  ; 
nor  by  concealing  fuch  truths  as  may  be  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  his  character,  and  to  the  procuring  of  jufijee 
to  his  caufe :  nor  fhall  you  admit  of  any  grudging;, 
envying*,  or  grieving;  in  your  heart  at  his  credit,  ho¬ 
nour,  and  good  name  in  the  world  $  nor  any  way  con¬ 
tribute  to,  no,  nor  fo  much  as  fecretly  wi(hr  or  take 
pleafure  in,  a  bUft  upon  them  ;  but  you  mill  have  the 
ftri&ell  regard  to  truth  in  all  that  you  think,  fay,  and 
do  towards  every  one,  whether  friend  or  enemy  ;  mull 
entertain  as  charitable  an  opinion  of  him  as  the  nature 
of  things  admit  of  ;  mull  freely  own  all  that  is  good 
in  him,  and  grntiy  cover  his  infirmities,  and  faithfully 
vindicate  his  innocence  under  falfe  accusations;  and 
fmcerely  and  heartily  do  what  in  you  lyeth,  to  favour 
and  fupport  bis  good  name,  and  righteous  caufe ;  to 
difcouutcnance  every  falfe  and  injurious  report,  and  to 
receive  and  fpread,  as  occafions  require,  every  good  re¬ 
port  concerning  him,  as  you  would  concerning  your- 
fell :  You  (hall  not  murmur,  or  be  difiatisfied  at  thofe 
fint ions  and  worldly  circumflances  in  which  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  has  placed  you,  or  for  want  of  any 
good  things  that  others  are  poffrfled  of ;  nor  repine,  or 
be  envious  at  any  of  their  agreeable  accomodations; 
nor  ought  you  to  have  covetous  and  uneafy  cravings  in 
your  own  mind  after  their  affluence,  or  any  of  their’ 
enjoyments,  as  wi  thing  that,  inf  lead  of  being  theirs, 
they  might  be  your  own ;  but  you  fliould  humbly,  quiet¬ 
ly,  and  thankfully  acquielce  in  the  wife  and  good,  fo- 
vereign  and  holy  difpofals  of  Divine  Providence  toward 
yourfelf  and  them,  and  rejoice  in  your  neighbour's  pro¬ 
sperity,  how  necefTuous  and  afflided  foever  your  own 
condition  may  be;  and,  inftead  of  defiring  to  lefTen  his 
circumflances,  you  flmuld  be  ready  to  do  every  thing 
you  are  capahle  of,  to  preferve  and  enlarge  them,  as  if 
they  were  your  own.  And  whatever  other  precept 
might  be  mentioned,  as  relating  to  fecund  table  duties, 

and 
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10  \*CWC  work* 
ctH  no  itl  to  hi* 
neighbour:  there¬ 
fore  love  is  the 
fulfilling  of  the 
l^w* 


it  And  that, 
Jtpouingtherimt, 
that  now  it  is 
high  time  to  a* 
wifceotuof  fleep: 

for 


and  particularly  to  thofe  that  the commandment* 
enjoins  inferiors  to  pay  to  all  tbeir^fiiperiorfl*  fomc  of 
which  were  taken  notice  of  but  now*  (vrr.  7.}  All 
thefe*  put  together*  are  fommarily  comprehended  in* 
and  may  he  reduced  to  this  one  head  of  accoimt*  (** 

™  **yo  xvtiLfax^iVTat  t*  You  fti all  love  all  your  Mtow- 
crcitores*  and  efp&ciaily  thofe  that  fear  God,  as  fin* 
cercly  and  truly  as  youtfelf  j  and*  from  this  generous 
principle*  you  fliould  coufcicntioufly  aft  in  all  things  to¬ 
ward  them*  a$  you  would  wi£h*  and  think  reafonable 
for  them  to  do  toward  yourfelf,  were  you  in  their  cir- 
camftanccs*  and  they  in  youi’s* 

io  Where  uadifiembled  and  fervent  love  reigns  in 
the  heart*  it  fweetly  and  powerfully  reflrains  the  man 
from  defiring  or  dc&gning*  and  from  knowingly  and 
willingly  doing  any  thing  that  is  mifchievotis  to  ano¬ 
ther-;  and  it  conltrains  him  to  perform  the  ktmleft  offi¬ 
ces  to  all*  as  occafions  require*  like  the  good  Samari¬ 
tan*  who  had  companion  upon  the  wounded  traveller* 
and  treated  him  as  if  ht  had  been  his  neared  friend  and 
neighbour*  though  he  was  hoth  a  ftranger*  and  a  man  of 
a  different  religion  from  himfelf*  (Luke  x.  33,  eb*\)  we 
piay  therefore  well  conclude*  that  love  to  our  neigh¬ 
bour*  and  efpeaally  to  the  hotifhold  of  faith*  as  refus¬ 
ing  from  love  to  God*  is  in  its  genuine  nature*  and 
Cprrefpotident  actings*  radically*  intentionally*  and  con- 
flruftivcly  a  compliance  with*  and  will  bring  on  an  un- 
refcrved  refpeft  unto,  all  the  duties  of  the'fecond  table 
of  the  law,  which  requires  frhat  no  evil*  but  all  good, 
fliould  be  done  to  others*  even  as  to  themfeives. 

ta.Ii  And  twt*)  this  comprshenfive  duty  of  love  to 
our  fellow  Chriftians*  and  to  all  mankind*  is  to  be  cul¬ 
tivated  with  diligence*  and  without  delay*  as  knowing* 
obferving*  and  bearing  in  mind*  that  now*  under  our 
prefent  trials*  and  under  the  light  and  grace,  alTiftaiices 
and  encouragements  of  the  gofpel*  the  proper  time  and 
hour*  opportunity  and  feafon  of  our  day  is  come*  and  is 
but  ihort*  in  which  we  are  loudly  called  to  (hake  cu 
floth*  indolence*  and  carnal  fecurity*  and  to  ruufc  out 
of  a  lupine*  carcleCs*  and  drowfy  frame  of  fpirit,  and 
ro  be  upon  our  watch*  that  we  may  not  be  found  afleep 
.when  the  Bridegroom  comes*  {Matth,  xxv*  j*)j  but 
may  await  to  right  wifmfii  and  not  Jin  again  ft  God*  or 
others,  (1  Con  xv.  34*)  direftly  contrary  to  that  great 


NOTE* 


principle 


*  Wliat  the  arctic  frys,  ver,  7*  about  that,  added  ta  the*  which  are  rxitcil  ir  ih't 
paying  triiwtfi  rafam,  fettrt  and  A<v*(rt  to  ninth  wfe,  trikes  in  all  the  dirties  of  the  i-:- 
Thofe  to  whom  they  are  d»e,  comes  under  the  comd  table,  u  hid' dawn  in  the  detail* “tj 
obii^stwn  of  the  fifth  command  meet,  and  b*xo&*  u, 
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fur  now  U  our 
£dv?iitm  ntirtr 
thin  when  we  be¬ 
lief 


jt  The  nijht 
Is  far  fpeot,  the 
djy  |S  at  hind  T 
let  us  therefore 
caA  off  the  works 
of  rfarkftd*,  and 
let  uc  pet  on  the 
atoHjarof  light* 


principle  of  love,  which  is  the  fulfilling  rf  the  law  ,  (vcr. 
io.y%  for  we,  who  arc  true  believers,  (hall  not  only  be 
foon  freed  from  the  perfections  which  the  carnal  Jrws 
ftir  up  againft  us;  but  a  much  greater  falvation  *f  of 
which  all  temporal  deliverances  of  the  people  of  God 
are  figures  and  emblems,  and  which  they  are  looking, 
longing,  and  hoping  for,  draws  on  apace :  Even  a  com* 
piers  deliverance  from  all  the  imperfections  and  troubles 
of  this  prefent  life,  and  from  the  wrath  to  come,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  eudlefs  advancement  to  all  poffible  blef- 
fed  net  and  glory  in  the  heavenly  (late,  battens  towards 
us,  or  rather  we  are  battening  towards  it,  fo  as  to  be 
every  day  approaching  nearer  and  nearer  to  it,  than  we 
were  when  we  fir  ft  believed  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chritt  to 
eternal  life;  and  therefore  we  Ihould  be  the  more  pa* 
lien;  and  watchful  under  all  our  prefent  trials,  and  the 
more  vigorous  and  cheerful  indifpatchingour  ChrUUan 
courfr,  as  knowing  that  all  its  fatigues  will  foon  be 
over- part,  and  crowned  with  immortal  honour,  reft, 
and  joy. 

12  The  time,  not  only  of  JewiJb  perfections,  and 
of  our  various  afflictions  and  trials  ;  but  alfo  of  our  ig¬ 
norance,  unbelief  and  finful  ways,  which  on  account 
of  its  unco  mfortabl tu efs  and  unfitnefs  for  fervier,  may 
be  compared  to  the  darknefs  of  the  night  ;  this  deplo¬ 
rable  night,  fome  lliadows  of  which  will  ftretch  over 
us,  as  long  as  we  arc  in  this  imperfect  world,  is  well- 
nigh  wearing  off;  ks  former  and  worft  part,  which  lay, 
upon  us, Muring  our  ftate  of  unregeneracy,  is  already 
paft  and  gone ;  the  day  of  gofpei-light  and  holinefs  to 
Gentiles  t  as  well  as  Jews^  has  begun  to  dawn  in  our 
fouls,  like  tb*  morning  light ,  'which  Jbincs  more  and  m or* 
to  the  ptrfthi  dtifr  (Frov,  iv.  t8.)  and  the  day  of  our 
complete  redemption  from  all  tlafknefs,  fin,  and  for- 
row,  and  of  unclouded  light  and  glory  in  a  better  world, 
is  ready  to  break  upon  us,  as  well  as  the  day  of  Free- 
do:n  from  Jcmijb troubles,  which  will  foon  appear;  that 

nation 


NOTE. 


?  If,  as  fotre  Tuppofe.  here  is  any  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  d-dive  ranee  bf  Chtiftians  from 
the  petiecHtums  of  the  Jfvf,  that  fboitld 
etafe  at  the  gecetai  ddlmiHon  ^Jiich  uas 
ifoou  coming  upon  that  people,  I  potik]  ra¬ 
ther  confide?  k  a*  cinblonfttKal  of  a  greatiT 
/alratfon  llus-as  what  is  chiefly  intended  ; 
For  though  by  the  national  defobtion  which 
wis  brought  upon  them,  they  left  their  pciver 
aod  influence  tor  exciting  troubles  apinft  tUc 
^roferftrs  of  Guilt's  name  \  yen  the  besthe* 
perfivutlons.  wire  after wands  as  violent  a& 
that  which  had  hew  itirecd  up  by  :hc  Jew; 
*nd  tlic  conrfccfa  tik  airgiicient  on 


this  hesd  with  an  exhortation,,  tct.  t$*  to 
fattntht  Lird  Jr/W  Chtiftt  &c.  which  mu  ft 
certainly  have  a  rtfpeft  to  the  fpirituaJ  iukI 
eternal  falvation  they  were  looking  for :  And 
as  ha  had  before  Tt^ircfcntni  tlu;  ^ofpcl-ftlta. 
tion,  as  already  eome  to  the  GtxtiicSj  to  rn- 
rich  atul  reconcile  them,  cliap.  xh  tiT— -ij, 
1  unnot  hut  apprehend  that  the)'  too  much 
narrow  hi*  defigtt,  who  uaderftand  him  only 
to  meats.  (bat  n  fuller  fprcail  of  the  grtipd  in 
the  icon  vc  vllcns  of  the  GcuflUt  was  at  hand, 
through  the  near  appvaadi  of  the  ddjtrudlioa 
of  Ciia  jCiVifi  chorth  and  j  mi  ton. 
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nation  being  juft  on  the  point  of  falling  into  ruin, 
let  ic  therefore  be  our  care,  that,  by  divine  alEit* 
ance,  wc  may  have  no  more  fellowfhip  with;  but  may 
utterly  abhor  and  abandon,  divert  ourfelves  of,  and  put 
far  aw<ty  from  us,  all  thole  finful  practices  which  may 
well  be  called  work*  of  darkpefs,  as  they  proceed  fron 
the  benighted  obfcurity  and  deep  corruption  of  human 
nature,  ami  tend  to  everlafting  darknefs  and  mifery, 
and  are  fo  vile  and  Qiametul,  as  to  be  commonly  tran- 
faded  in  the  night,  becaufe  they  are  not  fit  to  be  feen 
in  the  day-time;  And  as  we  profefs  ourfelves.  to  be 
Chriftiam,  that  are  renewed  in  tin  fpirit  of  our  mind , 
and  engaged  in  a  holy  warfare,  ( Eph .  iv.  13,  and  vi. 
1 2.)  let  it  be  our  great  concern  to  put  on  fuch  graces, 
anil  live  in  the  daily  erercife  of  them,  as  arc  grounded 
in  knowledge,  (Col,  iii.  to.)  and  arc  like  a  robe  of  light 
for  purity,  excellence,  and  fplendor,  fit  For  the  children 
of  light  to  wear,  when  they  go  abroad  in  the  day-time, 
and  are  expofed  to  open  view;  and  whtch^  like  the 
bright  and  glittering  armour  that  warriors  put  on,  will 
be  our  defence  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  will  {hinc,  at 
length,  in  all  thelurtre  of  the  tight  of  glory. 

13  In  this  view  and  profpecfc  *,  Let  us  tale  heed 
thTitiy,  nor  in  that  our  whole  convention  and  behaviour  in  the  world 
riatingiinddrun-  be  conftnntiy,  uniformly  and  progreflively,  (w  ***»«* j 

chami  %  n0tai!d  we^  adjQfted  iu  a  decorous  and  becoming  manner,  an- 
«nto mwfs,  not  fwerable  to  the  character  of  Chriftiaas,  who  have  the 
in  drift  wj d  ct-  advantage  of  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  to  direct  us  in  ojjr  way  and  walk,  and  who  fa 
actions  will  bear  the  feverelt  examination  and  obferva- 
tion  of  others,  and  of  our  own  confcienccs,  as  in  the 
,  light  of  noon-day;  let  us  labour,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
that  none  of  our  time  he  fpent  like  theirs,  who  are 
drunken  in  the  fright  y  (*  ThefT.  v*  7.)  or  in  any  excvls 
of  eating  and  drinking,  fen  fling  and  caroufing,  wh  rcti 
inflame  the  blood,  intoxicate  the  mind,  and  often  car¬ 
ry  people  into  all  manner  of  revelling  and  debauchc 
ties ;  nor  let  us  ever  be  guilty  of  any  fort  of  whore* 
doms,  that  arc  wont  to  be  committed  in  bed  chamber; 
or  of  any  kind  of  iromojieft  looks,  words,  geftims, 
action:*,  or  drels,  that  haye  a  tendency  to  excite  im¬ 
pure  defires,  and  unlawful  propen  Rons  in  ourfetves,  or 
others ;  nor  let  us  ever  fufFer  ourfclves  to  give  inro 
angry  contentions,  quarrels,  and  fcoldings  with  any 
one  ivhomftxTver,  much  lets  with  our  Chriftian  bre¬ 
thren  ; 


MOTE* 

*  The  f:inv  us  u  U  remarked  Ij  icrtia!  commentators,  vm  converted  by 

tQdins,  and -cGc^n^,  up^c  th*s  text. 
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ren  j  nor  into  grudgings  or  repinings  at  their  profperity 
and  happinefa ;  or  fecret  wifheg,  much  left  endeavours* 
to  IdTcn  them.  As  thefe  are  all  wrks  of  darkncfit  (ver, 
12.}  the  former  of  which  naturally  load  on  to  the  reft  <r 
and  as  they  are  all  forbidden  in  the  law*  [ver.  p.)  let 
us  never  give  way  to  either  of  them. 

14  tat  pat  ye  14  But,  on  the  contrary*  as  .ever  ye  would  live  like 
ft"  'chrlrt*^  amt  c^*^ren  °f  l^e  day,. that  are  awakened  out  of  deep,  and 
make  not’provi-  would  expeQ  the  falvarion  that  is  continually  aopioach- 
twn  for  the  ficfh,  ing  to  believets,  (per.  1 1 ,)  fee  that  ye  bt  all  over  cover* 
'tiJecf1  lht  ed  with  Chrift,  as  with  a  garment,  and  be  found  in  him  : 

""/♦  Put  on  his  right eoufnefj,  by  daily  renewed,  acts  of  faith, 

for  yonr  difeharge  from  all  tranfgrdlions  of  the  law, 
and  title  to  eternal  falvation  *,  put  on  alfo  his  holy  image, 
by  futtable  exercifes  of  every  grace,  and  by  a  religicu* 
walk  and  converfation,  in  imitation  of  him,  to 'prove 
the  fincerity  of  your  faith,  and  to  make  you  meet  for 
the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  ;  and  put  on  a  be¬ 
coming  profeffion  of  Chrift,  that  (hall  he  vilibte  to  alt 
around  you.  In  this  manner,  be  ye  continually  recei¬ 
ving,  owning,  honouring,  and. making  ufe  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  in  all  his  offices,  as  anointed  of  God  to 
guide  and  govern,  as  well  as  fave  you  ;  Be  diligent  here* 
in,  that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in  feacet  (2  Pet.  iii.  iaj.) 
And  take  heed  that  ye  never  inordinately  confult,  care, 
or  provide  for  the  body,  to  the  ncglefl  of  the  concerns 
of  your  precious  fouls ;  much  left  forecaft  in  your 
minds  to  do  any  thing,  that  may  mini  Her  fuel  for  the 
Corruption  of  your  hearts,  to  promote,  indulge,  and 
gratify  their  fenfual  and  finful  inclinations  and  defines, 
or  to  fulfil  the  tufts  if  the ftejh  in  any  inflance  whatsoever. 
(Gal.  v .  |6.) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  wife and  important  appointment  of  Providence  is  civil  government,  ft  r 
the  good  of  mankind;  for  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  and  a  praife  to  them  that  rt<» 
well  !  And  whata  friend  is  Chriftian  religion  to  its  happineis,  pcicr,  aud  order! 
It  dirc&s  rulers  how  to  anfwer  the  valuable  ends  of  tbe  high  mill  which  God 
has  committed  to  them ;  and  teaches  fubjc<!ts  to  yield  at!  dutiful  obedence  to 
toon,  for  conscience  lake,  as  well  as  for  efc.ipitig  the  vregcance  of  the  fword 
of  iuflice.  and  reaping  the  benefits  of  government.  While  mapittnites  rule  for 
the  general  good  of  the  camaninity,  according  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
tnclVate,  we  ought  to  reverence  and  honour  them  in  their  public  character,  as 
the  ministers  and  ordinance  of  God  forgopd,  and  to  pay  the  customs  and  tri¬ 
butes  that  are  their  due. as  an  equitable  and  grateful  return  forth  dr  care,  trouble, 
and  expence  in  protecting  us,  and  our  rights  and  properties  ■  Public  as  well  as 
private  debts,  ought  to  be  faithfully  discharged ;  only  we  arc  never  to  tliiid.  that 
we  have  lb  fully  paid  the  debt  of  love  one  to  another,  as  to  be  under  no  nuttier 
obligations  to  it.  What  an  amiable  and  conllraiaing  principle  is  true  Christian 
love  !  It  inclines  and  eng.igcs  us  to  fulfil  all  the  duties  of  morality  towards  cur 
neighbour ;  it  itfi.ains  ns  from  adultery,  murder,  fsXkccd,  sud  lying, 

and 
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and  from  all  covetous  defires  of  any  man's  goods  and  enjoyments  *  and  it  obliges 
and  difpofea  us  to  a  performance  of  ill  the  contrary  dotics,  yea,  of  every  tfcing 
contained  in  the  ftjeond  table  of  the  law*  Bet,  alas  1  hour  imperfect  h  the  pre- 
lent  (bite  of  things  !  The  belt  that  can  be  fa id  of  it  is,  that  the  mght  is  far  fpeut, 
and  the  day  is  at  hand;  and  that  complete  falvation  is  continually  approaching 
nearer  and  nearer  to  every  true  believer.  How  IhouM  theft  l  Hough  La  excite 
CUnllUns  to  fhake  off  Doth*  and  renounce  all  works  of  darknefs;  fuch  as  rioting 
and  drankennefc,  undcamtcfs  and  waritonnefs,  Itrife  and  envy ;  and  to  walk  ho¬ 
nourably,  as  becomes  children  of  the  light  and  of  the  day,  and  as  thrift  that  put 
on  Chrift*  and  the  ill  u  ft  nous  armour  with  which,  he  has  funiilhed  them,  to  gtinrd 
agaitft  all  evil ;  and  that  are  careful  never  to  do  any  thing  to  indulge  the  fleihj 
and  fulfil  its  linfa]  ddires  ! 


CHAP.  XIV, 

The  apcjlh  cautions  Jewifli  converts  againft  judging^  and  Gentile  be¬ 
lievers  againfi  defpifing ,  one  the  other%  on  account  of  their  contrary 
opinions  and  practices  relating  to  fuch  indifferent  things  as  ceremonial 
meats  and  days ,  I  *— f  3-  and  exhorts  the  Gentiles  to  take  heed  of 
giving  (fence  in- their  ufe  fuch  things ,  14* — 

Tlit*  Paraphrase. 

j_jim  th«  is  'ITTHereas  there  arc  different  opinions  among 
frith  receive  ylo]  **  you,  about  fame  rites  and  inftitucxns  of  the 
ki  net  to  doubt-  Mofaic  law,  info  much  that  Jevsijh  converts  look  upon 
fuL  deputations,  them  as  ordinances  of  God,  that  are  ftill  to  be  obferved, 
bccaufc,they  were  formerly  of  his  appointment,  and 
they  themfelrcs  have  been  taught,  and  ufed  to  practife 
them  from  their  childhood  up;  and  Gentile  believers, 
being  led  further  into  their  Chriftiun  liberty,  arc  per- 
fuaded  that  the  gofpel-difptn&tion  lays  no  obligation 
upon  them  to  pay  any  regard  £0  thofe  things,  elpeciilly 
confident^  that  they  never  wire  under  that  law.  This 
being  the  (late  of  the  cafe  between  you,  I  earndlly  in¬ 
treat  the  Gentile  converts  among  you  to  bear  with,  and 
condefcend  to  the  weaknds,  prejudices,  and  feruptes  of 
your  Jexsifb  brethren,  that  are  notfo  well  fatibfied  about 
the  nature  of  Chrittian  liberty,  and  the  abolition  of 
thofe  anrient  rites  ;  and  not  to  objeft  againfi  them  on 
this  account;  but  to  receive  them  into  vouf  friendihip, 
affection,  and  communion,  without  any  cooinef*,  or 
difrefpe£t,  for  their  different  thoughts  and  reafonings 
about  things,  which,  for  the  prefent*  may  be  left  zz 
matters  of  indifference,  while  their  temple  is  yet  (land¬ 
ing;  and  without  troubling  them  with  perplexing  difr 
putes  of  little  moment,  fuch  as  1  elite  to  ceremonial 
meats  and  days,  and  things  of  a  like  trivial  nature:, 
which  tend  rather  to  puzzle  and  difquiet  their  minds, 
than  to  godtv  edifying  * 


4  Aft 


Ch.'xtir  7 he  Epiftte  to  th  Romans  farapBra/m. .  J4} 


*  Put  tmc  be- 
licnth  tint  he 
niyeaaliihbl^: 

fho  is 
we*h  %  J  frtctb 
hurbi* 


^  Let  rwtWm 
th^micth  dclpi& 
him  that  catcih 
not;  an let  not 
him  vhich  eaieih 
not  jtidtte  him 
tint  catcib  :  for 
Oixf  hath  receiv¬ 
ed  himT 


i  As  to  meats,  the  Gentile  convert  iiideed,  (^»’}  who 
is  well  grounded  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  has 
made  him  free, ‘is  fatisfifcd  ta  his  owe  confidence,  that 
there  is  how  no  religious  diftinftion  of  them,  as  of  old 
among  the  yews,  and  that  he  may  lawfully,  and  with¬ 
out  fcruple,  eat  any  kind  of  food  that  is  fold  in  the 
market,  and  fet  before  him,  (i  Cor.  x.  25,  27.)  *.  But 
(J*)  another,  who  was  converted  from  among  the  Jews, 
and  through  the  prejudices  of  education,  and  the  oh- 
fcuricy  of  his. light,  is  dcfefltve,  and  miftaken  in  this 
point  of  Chriftian  liberty,  and  is  even  offended,  and 
Hambies  at  it }  he  thinks  it  unlawful  for  him  to  eat  any 
fort  of  food  that  was  forbidden  by  the  law  of  Mofes ,  or 
any  meat  that  was  not  killed  in  a  legal  manner,  by 
pouring  out  the  blood,  ( Lev .  xvii.  10, — 1 4.) ;  and  left  he 
(hould  finunawares,  by  partaking  of  fuch  emertammentSj, 
as  are  promifcuouily  ufed  among  the  Gentiles ,  without 
any  regard  ta  the  different  forts  of  flefh,  or  different 
manner  of  drafting it,  which  are  allowedj  or  difal  lowed, 
by  that  law  ;  he  confines  himfelf,  cfpecially’ when  he 
takes  a  pheal  with  them,  to  the  eating  of  hd'bs,  as  Da* 
niel  and  his  companions  did,  in  JJabykn,  to  the  eating  of 
puife.  {Dan,  f.  ta.) 

3  In  this  cafe,  let  Chriftian  charity  and  forbearance 
be  eiercifed  on  both  fides.  As  perfons  of  fuperior  light 
are  too  prone  to  defpife  others;  let  thi believing  Gen¬ 
tile,  whp,  being  foliy'iriftru&ed  in  his  Chriflian  liber¬ 
ty,  can,  with  a  good  conference,  eat  anything  that  Pro* 
videncc  affords  for  the  fuflenance  of  natine,  he  upon  his 
guard,  left  he  pride  bimfelf  in  his  knowledge,  and  think 
meanly  of  his  brother,  and  treat  him  with  contempt,  as 
a  poor,  fuperftitious,  over-nice,  humoutfoine  and  weak 
creature,  that,  needlefcly  indeed,  and  yet  confcicnti- 
oully,  ahftains  from  foch  meats,  a9  were  deemed  un- 
«Unn  undvr  th *  And,  nn  tin*  rontrary. as  perfons 
of  weak,  narrow,  and  prejudifed,  though  hone  ft  minds, 
are  mo  ft  apt  to  be  feverely  uncharitable  to  others,  that 
differ  from  them,  though  but  in  trifling  matters;  let 
the  believing  Jew,  who,  for  want  of  better  light,  about 
the  liberty  of  the  gofpel-ftate,  fcruplus  eating  fume  kinds 
of  meat,  take  heed  that  he  be  not  cenlorious  of  Iris  bro¬ 
ther,  who,  with  a  good  confidence,  freely  eats  them, 

and 


NOTE. 


*  They  that  thought  they  might  eat  ail  prohibit*,  hut  that  Jomeof  the  Jtnhpt  bdio* 
of  Vuodi  lvbidi  ii  l*cre  meant  by  cti  vers  might  l«r  to  far  <:nl:L*hfcne:i  m  ii:cdte> 
i+ii'ft*  wire,  dmtljtbrft,  m  o(Uy  converts  from  trine  of  Chi  ill  mu  ll.rty,  a*  to  cat  them  £ 
;  anil  tfcty,  who  fcTHj-led  and  fame  d  tlis:  w.,/:7ri  iTTiijht  bt 
wlto  moflfy  tbofe  vhut  wese  coim-i'td  by  It  uuhv.fd  fa 

Jr  ;ia  tin'  7r;:rj :  Thyj^Ii  it  i*  not  hi*-  fa  tfa. 
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and  that  he  do  not  condemn  him,  -  as  a  locfe,  unguard¬ 
ed,  irreligous  profelTur,  though  he  maintain*  all  the 
eflential  and  important  articles  of  the  Cbriftian  faith, 
and  has  a  iinfcere  refpe£l  to  every  moral  precept;  For, 
whatever  others  may  judge  of  him  j-,  God  has  made 
him  accepted  in  the  Beloved,  has  taken  him  into  his  fa¬ 
vour  and  family,  and  admitted  him  to  all  the  privileges 
and  bleffings  of  his  church  and  people,  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  ceremonial  obfervanees. 

4  Wi» *rt thou  4  Since  God  has  received  him,  who  art  thou,  a  poor 
Jl*'  iudJt*£  (inful,  ignorant,  and  fallible  mortal,  that  you  (hould  af- 
•not?  to  hi* own  (lime  to  yourfelf  an  authority  of  fitting  in  judgment  u- 
pulUr  he  (land-  p0n  his  confcience,  and  of  palling  a  femence  of  con- 
t«,  he  toaHhbe  demnntion  «P°n  his  flate,  for  ufing  a  -liberty  which  he 
n olden  apt  for  is  fatisfied  his  lord  allows  him,  as  rho'  you  were  to  de- 
God  i*  able  to  t ermine,  whether  he  is  liucere,  and  (Itail  have  the  pri-; 
mske  m  ftand.  wileges  of  Chrift’s  houfe,  as  one  accepted  of  him  here,  and 

whether  he  (hall  be  acquitted  and  owned  of  him  in  the 
great  day  of  account,  or  not  ?  (This  would  be  like  ta- 
.  king  upon  you,  to  judge  whether  the  domeftic  femur, 
(sixfraTj  who  is  not  your’s,  but  another  man's  property* 
fhall  be  approved  of  by  him,  as  one  of  his  family,  or 
not,  which  you  have  nothing  to  do  with :)  He  is  ac¬ 
countable,  not  to  you,  but  only  to  his  own  Lord  and 
Mailer,  even  Chrilt,  [Mattb*  xtiii.  to.  and  "John  tiii. 
13.)  wbofe  judgment  alone  he  mu  ft  abide  by;  Nor  is 
his  (late  to  be  decided  by  your  opinion  of  him  ;  bur  he 
mu  ft  be  acquitted,  or  call,  at  Chrift’s  bar,  who,  in  op- 
pofition  to  men,  has  the  foie  right  of  judging  him  ;  and 
(*)  God  having  received  him,  (y:T.  3.)  whatever  you 
may  think  of  him,  («■»««)  he  Hi  all  be  eihblilbed  in 
the  faith  and  fellowfhip,  hope,  comfort,  and  holiiufs 
of! the  gcfpel,  and  (hall .  (land  with  boldutfs  in  the  dry 
of  judgment :  For  that  God,  wbo  has  taken  him  into  bis 
houle  and  covenant  and  will  faithfully  perform  his  pro- 
mifes  to  every  true  believer,  is  able  ta  keep  him  from 
falling,  and  to  prefent  him  fault  left  before  the  prefence  of 
hit  glory -with  exceeding  joy.  (Jude,  ver.  24.) 

5  One  .man  e-  5  Again,  as  to  ceremonial  days  *,  that  were  ordered 
(Iccmcth  MMjdqr  to  be  kept  holy  under  the  Mefaic  difpenfation,  fuch  as 

the 


NOTES 

Cut  has  rcctiveil  him,  t!>ir*St  relate)  j-trfffvf  fe’nr  that  u',t ;  tad  lb  be  jnes  en  (■* 
to  him  that  tats  naf,  as  well  as  to  him  thu  ipcak  to  the  con  verts. 

But  i  apprehend  that  the  thread  of  diTntrjrie  *  We  nr<  unt  to  iiippoic,  that  what  is  !:■  r: 
carries  it  only  to  him  (btit  tati ;  Foe  he  U  the  & id  about  the  i**  to  br  i:"- 

ntartft  antecedent ;  and  the  expoiluLitUui  iu  dcnloi*!  a>  if  it  were  an  intfirfcrent  tnii-i. 
the  next  Vciw  is  with  him  that  j*rdgrtirt  which  wlieLhcr  uny  v*eekh  fthbeth  were  to  he  re^i::  rt- 
plainly  points  out  the  believing  j  crapulous  edf  ar.d  preferred  to  other  dayst  or  m.i : 
Jdzfy  whom  cli?  Sipoftb  here  cautions  aju-inft  Vcr  tUi*  i  ukc  to  b* 
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above  anothet : 
in© ihcr  efteem- 
Cth  every-  day 
tiiikc.  Let  every 
man  be  folly  p«> 
fouled  >q  biiowu 
mind. 


6  He  that  re* 
gardeih  the  day*, 
re«arde(H  it  uato 
the  Lord  1  and 
he  that  regard*  h 
not  the  day,  to 
the  Lord  he  doth 
not  regard  it.  He 
that 


the  merely  Jewi/b  kKivahi  one  perftm  indeed,  (rr  ,<***) 
as  is  moftly  the  cafe  of  the  Jewifl)  converts,  accounts 
and  determines  in  his  own  thoughts,  that  rhefe  are  fn- 
cred,  and  ought  fo  be  rdigioufly  obferved,  in  difTmftion 
from  common  days,  according  to  the  Levitknt  lau*: 
(Seethe  note  on  ver*  2-}  But  another  perJou  £nr?J) 
thinks,  with  the  Gentile  converts,  thar,  under  the  gn (L 

}>eWtate>  no  days  are  to  be  ceremonially  diftinguUheJ 
torn  others,  as  they  were  under  the  typical  difpenfa- 
tiony  which  is  now  at  an  end  ;  but  that,  in  the  ordina¬ 
ry  courfc  of  things,  every  day,  which  Chrift  has  not 
diftinguiftied  for  facred  ufe(  is  to  lx*  efteemed  and  em¬ 
ployed,  one  as  much  as  another,  for  fulfilling  the  va¬ 
rious  civil,  moral,  and  religious  duties  of  common  life* 
New  as  to  fuch  fort  of  things  as  the  fa,  upon  which  ito 
great  (trefs  is  to  be  laid  at  prefent,  confidering  all  cir- 
cumflances  ori  both  /ides ;  let  every  one  ftriouily  weigh 
them,  and  determine  for  himfeif  about  them,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  bed  light  he  can  get  from  the  word  of  God  ; 
leaving  others  to  judge  fur  themfelvcs,  and  to  do  what 
their  consciences  tell  them  is  their  duty, 

6  Todifpofe  you  to  a  becoming  Chriftian  temper 
one  towards  another,  under  your  different  fenrimeius 
and  practices,  with  relation  to  all  thefc  ceremonial  ob* 
fervanccSj  it  is  to  be  confidcred,  and  charitably  to  be 
believed,  that  the  converted  JfraeRtc*  who  thinks  him¬ 
feif  obliged  to  keep  anj  of  the  JciviJb  festivals,  doth  ic 
from  a  principal  of  conference  toward  God,  io  obedi* 

dience 


NOTE. 


the  foot  of  the  fourth  commandment,  uhieh 
enjoins,  h  jretttra^  that  a  ‘mukU  (.Math  he  , 
kept  holy  U>  the  i^ord,  cf  well  that  the 
fcvtntb  d&jr,  in  //irfau '«r,  fbouid  ctmtiimc  to 
be  older  ved  by  the  Jrwi  to  that  purple 
ibroughouuhe M&fyk  dlfjiciifetiorv,  io  fchiili 
the  delivering  of  the  law  at  mount  Sirfiw  bo 
looked :  And  as  wh^t  Chri(it  the  Lord  of 
the  Tab  hath  did  in  transfers  ng  it  from  the 
icrenth,  to  Uic  lit  ft  day  bf  the  week,  mudd  no 
alteration  of  the  zenerd  comtnsnd,  Keanu  Arr 
tis'  fibbtfh-iay  ft  k«f>  it  is/y,  (L***L  xx,  S.) 
fa  neither  tlie  lewijhj  nur  Gvh:-U  Chrifti:ij*s 
denied  the  obligation  to  oUftrrc  a  weekly  lab- 
bath;  and  therefore  it  vonld  not  be  raid  tff 
either  of  them,  that  they  ejter med  me* y  cay 
though  the  Jtvtib  converts  might  be 
for  retaining  the  yi'rritffr,  and  theib  of  the 
ticnfiic*  were  for  celebrating  the  fujt  day  of 
the  wede,  us  -ihe  ChrifLian  fcbbath.  This 
was  aceoi-din^iy  (he  ulittldav  of  their  fkiiftl 
tila-mbltes  for  flic  worihip  of  God,  and  was 
known  among  tfu-rn  by  the  name  of  the 
L«rtT *  £itijr  in  jikv  nu  offer,  s»r,d  for  like  ivu* 

vet,  in.  r  -m 


foos,  as  the  ordinance  of  brakbj  lift-ad  hua 
called  the  Lcrtft  j hyper.  (e<ee  the  note  ort 
AfTj  xx.  0.)  Nor  ate  the  days  here  tefirruL 
to,  tn  be  undrrftaotl  <ir  rt/ijjiw  whe¬ 

ther  public  nr  private,  on  Ibtchir  'inpiriiinr. 
occailoitj: !  for  H  is  not  m  hr  funixiUd,  that 
eitlter  of  thefe  parties  of  CUritlktns  thocghi , 
thjtr  no  dhrettflcc  -frastn  Leiratlc  between 
thoft  folcinn  days  :tud  other the 
riftti  and  7 ftifeipes  failed  often,  anj 
our  Lord  himfdf  nor  otijy  jhvc  ilircfliufK  to 
his  diHipLa  for  fading,  biir  ikhl,  rbutt  atrt-r 
hi*  departure  fum  them,  they-  iUmJci  be  chi:-* 
fed  to  Inch  rtUjjivtts  Acreilis,  Mu::br  v*.  itf* 
—  lb.  i*.  jy.  *yhie  d&v*  therefric  h^ra 

iutentkd,  relate  to  tire  Jr*  :/*  fdlivaiji,  to  far 
forth  as  they  were  of  u  cerem^iiil  and  typi¬ 
cal  nature,  hut  were  Itiii  thm-rht  to  hcobiU 
gator y  by  many  of  the  hclikving  wh;lo 

the  Gri.fb*  t.'hriO  hus  took  their*  to  Lie  iil.elilh- 
cd  :  Accordingly  the  of  d.-.fi  \$ 

lure  annexed  to,  and  put  :«  i.iie  fimii  r;::k 
uith  that  of  whidt  were  pu>hrb:Letl  by 

the  an  atonkil  l  t>, 
m 


rrh  to  the  l.orJ  ; 
forliegivttii  God 
th^aka;  aud  he 

til*t  t.tlclh  notj 

lo  i!ie  tyn-d  he 
cat-:'  h  not,  and 
givc:h  God 
thank*. 
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that  catcth,  eat-  tfn«  to  what  he  takes  to  be  ftill  his  command,  that  he 
may  thereby  glorify  him,  and  particularly  in  honour  to  our 
Lord  Jefas  Chrift  * ;  as  fuppofing  that  he  ha3  confirm¬ 
ed  all  his  antient  inftitutions  which  he  delivered  to  If- 
rael  by  the  hand  of  Mofis :  And  on  the  contrary,  the 
converted  Gentile,  who  doth  not  obferve  any  of  thofe 
days,  proceeds  upon  a  like  principle  of  confcicnce  to¬ 
ward  God,  with  a  view  to  his  glory,  and  particularly  to  the 
honour  of  the  Lord  Chrift;  as  believing  that,  by  his 
authority,  the  obligation  to  keep  fuch  days  is  now  laid 
a  fide ;  and  that  to  think  otheiwife  would  be  a  practical, 
though  undefined,  denial  of  the  liberty  of  thegofpcl- 
ftate,  and  of  Cbrift’s  having  come  to  put  an  end  to  all 
typical  and  ceremonial  rites.  In  like  manner,  it  is  to 
be  tememuered,  that  the  Gentile  believer,  wbo,  having 
received  light  concerning  bis  Chriftian  liberty,  eats  a* 
ny  lort  of  meats,  wit  boat  fcruple,  doth  it  with  a  fin- 
cete  ;dm  at  the  glory  of  God,  and  particularly  of  Chrift, 
who  is  Lord  of  all ;  as  .believing  that  he  would  have 
him  affert  this  privilege :  For,  in  teftimony  of  his 
being  well  fatisfied  that  he  herein  doth  right,  he  reli- 
gioufly  afks  a  bletling  on  his  food,  of  what  kind  foever 
it  be,  and  gives  thanks  to  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  and 
to  the  Father  by  him,  for  the  great  goodnels  that  has 
provided  it,  and  allowed  him  freely  to  eat  of  it,  as  may 
be  mod  fuited  to  the  neceflity,  convenience,  and  inno¬ 
cent  delight  of  life  :  And  the  Ids  enlightened  Chrifti- 
an,  who  fcruples  eating  indifferently  all  forts  of  meat, 
abftains  from  thofe  that  were  prohibited  in  the  law  of 
T’iojes,  with  an  upright  intention  of  glorifying  God, 
and  our  Lord  Jefus,  the  immediate  giver  of  that  law, 
by  fu braining  to  his  authority,  who  once  forbade  the 
ufc  of  fome  meats,  and  Teems,  to  him,  not  to  have  re¬ 
voked  the  prohibition  ;  and  as  an  evidence  of  his  fince- 
*i>y  herein,  be  praifes  the  name  of  the  Lord  forgiving 
him  enough  of  other  forts  of  food,  and  for  preferring 
him  from  eating  fuch  as  he  thinks  would  be  a  defile¬ 
ment  to  him  ;  and  he  thankfully  accepts,  and  begs  of 
tied  to  blih.  thofe  provifions  to  him  which  he  is  allow¬ 
ed  ro  eat  of :  and  fo  they  both,  aiming  at  the  glory  of 
God,  and  of  the  great  Redeemer,  ought  to  bear  with 
one  another,  in  their  different  opinions  and  pra&ices, 
as  to  thefe  little  points,  and  receive  each  other  as  bre¬ 


thren- 

N  o 

*  To  fie  LorJ  teems  here,  and  m  tn.  8,  j>. 
to  mtdij  the  Lard  Chr]J}\  Rud  as  appearing 
utHler  ita  cliaiiaftc-r  of  tin.*  Jrbovttb  of  Jj 
ciciktrrtt  the  law  to  Af,;,/«1  (irr  the  note  air 
Ails  jh*  ib  Ccd  and  tkt  Lird>  iuthis 


7  For 

T  E. 

wrfc^  may  be  confidercd  ns  terms  of  iW 
£lum  import*  li>  ligtv.iy  the  odIt  true  G* 
ai>d  both  of  than  as  applicable  to  Chrift,  tun: 
k  the  C^xl  to  uh*-ri  Cbri  (liras  jive 
ns  ihrtU  as  to  die  hy  him* 


Gh.  ilv. 

y  For  none  of 
liverh  10  him- 
rdf,  and  no  man 
diah  to  himdf. 


B  Far  whether 
we  iwcj  we  live 
unto  ihc  Ix>rci : 
arid  whether  wc 
ilic,  die  untft 
the  l*ni*1 ;  whe¬ 
ther  vc  live  there¬ 
fore^  or  die* 
arc  [he  Lord**, 


0  For  to  (hi* 
end  thrift  hoih 
died,  and  rote, 
and  revived,  (hat 
he  might  be  Lord 
both  of  the  dead 
tud  imug* 
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7  For  as  no  one  ought,  fo  none  of  us,  who  are  tru£ 
believers  in  Chrift,  da  res  ro  Ji  ve3  as  if  he  were  his  own 
lord  and  mailer,  fo  as  ro  make  his  own  hurmmr,  or 
prime  views,  in  thefe,  any  more  than  in  other  cafes, 
the  governing  end  of  his  life  ;  no,  nor  to  give  way  to 
influence  from  fuch  mean,  low,  and  felfifh  motives  in 
religious  concerns :  And  as  no  man  ought,  fo  no  real 
Chriflian  defires,  to  die,  merely  to  get  rid  of  prefent 
troubles  ;  nor  doth  he  aim  at  only  leaving  a  good  name 
behind  him,  among  his  friends  and  parry,  at  death;  no, 
far  be  it  from  Chriltsans  of  any  denomination,  to  chink 
of  living  or  dying  at  ftich  a  rate. 

8  for  whether  wc,  who  are  real  converts,  live  a 
longer  or  (hotter  time,  it  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  will  and  command  of  our  Lord  and  S*\vU 
our,  and  with  an  aim  at  his  glory,  that  we  may  fcive 
and  honour  him,  in  all  that  we  think  and  fay,  fufftrand 
do :  And  whether  wc  be  cut  off  by  a  natural,  or  vio¬ 
lent  death,  it  is  with  refignarion  to  the  wilt  and  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord  Chrift,  who  died  for  us  5  with  a  fidu¬ 
cial  comm  it  men  e  of  our  departing  fpirirs  into  his  hands; 
and  with  a  defire  that- we  may  glorify  him,  and  leave  a 
teiliniohy  to  the  truth  and  excellence  of  Christian  reli¬ 
gion,  and  to  the  power  of  his  grace,  in  our  dying  mo¬ 
ments,  and  may  go  to  be  with  him,  to  behold  his  glo¬ 
ry  :  Whether  therefore  we  continue  to  live  in  this  world, 
or  be  called,  former  or  later,  in  any  manner  whatfoc- 
ver,  to  die  out  of  it,  we  are  Chrilt's  property  and  de¬ 
voted  fervunts,  at  his  difpofe ;  and  arc  enabled  to  rely 
entirely  upon  him,  to  approve  omfelves  to  him,  and  to 
glorify  him  with  our  bodies  and  fpirirs,  which  are  his ; 
and  fo  whether  we  be  Jc-utiJh  or  Gentile^  weaker  or 
flrongcr  believers,  it  hereby  appears  whofe  wc  arc,  and 
whom  we  ferve,  and  that  for  us  to  live  is  Chritt,  and 
to  die  is  gain* 

9  For  this  is  the  very  end  which  our  Lord  JVfus  had 

in  view,  and  which  was  defigned  of  God  the  Father, 
to  be  aafwered  by  him  when  he  laid  down  bis  lift* 
as  an  atoning  facrificc  for  fin,  and  rofe  from  the  dead 
to  be  exalted  to  his  throne,  and  when  he  accordingly 
lived  agnin  in  the  heavenly  (late  to  fecure  bis 

purchafe,  and  lake  pofteflion  in  human  nature,  of  that 
glt>;y  which  he  had  with  the  Father  before  the  world 
was,  {John  xyIl  5*} ;  tbr  very  end,  I  fay>  of  all  thii 
was,  that  he,  in  his  oRaa-capacity,  as  bead  over  all 
things  to  the  church,  might  have  an  abfciisre,  aniver* 
fid,  and  fovereign  dominion  over  them  that  aic  dead, 
and  them  l\ni  are,  or  ^ver  fliaR  be  alive  upon  earth, 

M  m  2  and 
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jo  Bat  wtty 
duft  thorf  judge 
thy  brother  ?  or 
■*Ky  dr:il  thou  fe 
at  nought  thy 


brother  f  for  we 
Ihall  all  fluml  he- 
fan;  the  jutii*- 
menc  -  Jeat  of 
CUriil 


n  for  h  if  writ¬ 
ten. 
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and  might  have  the  ordering  of  all  things  that  relate  to 
every  ones  living  and  dying,  and  to  the  eternal  confe- 
quenccs  of  both  •»  and  efptcially  that  be  might  main- 
tain  his  peculiar  property,  and  be  glorified,  in  thofe 
that  the  Father  has  givfen  him,  by  fupporting  them  un¬ 
der  the  Jirske ,  and  delivering  them  from  the  Jiing  of 
death,  and  by  receiving  their  fouls,  and  afterwards 
railing  their  bodies,  to  an  immortal  ftateof  bleflcdnefs ; 
as  well  as  by  influencing,  governing,  and  diipoling  of 
them  for  bis  own  glotyin  this  world,  and  reaping  the 
everlafting  honours,  that  are  due  to  him  from  them, 
and  on  their  account,  hi  the  world  to  come.  _ 

10  But  ftill  further  to  enforce  the  caution  that  has 
been  already  given,  [ver,  3.)  Why  fhould  any  of  you, 
who  cannot  get  over  your  fcmples  about  meats  and  days, 
judge  and  condemn  yout  -Chriltian  brother,  who  can, 
as  though  he  were  a  mere  libertine  and  prefumptuous 
profeilbr,  only  bccauie  he  is  fatisfied  chat  he  need  not 
make  any  difference  in  thefe  things?  Or,  on  the  other 
hand.  Why  fhould  fuch  of  you,  as  think  it  your  duty 
to  make  ufc  of  your  Chriltian  liberty,  with  refpeft  to 
thefe  things,  defpife  any  one  of  your  brethren  in  the 
Lord,  whole  con  feientious  fcruples  about  them  (till  hang 
upon  him  ?  Why  fhould  you  difdain  him,  as  though  he 
were  a  poor  deluded  bigot,  not  worth  your  notice  ? 
What  room  can  there  be  lot  either  of  thefe  unfriendly 
and  uncbriltian  ways  of  treating  one  another ;  Ye  cer¬ 
tainly  therein  go  beyond  your  fphere,  and  take  a  judg¬ 
ment  upon  you,  which  do  not  belong  to  you ;  and  which 
ye  ought  to  be  afraid  of  rafhly  going  into:  For  both 
the  ftiong  and  weak,  the  dclpifer  and  the  defpifed,  the 
cenfurer  and  the  cen hired  ;  yea,  whatever  our  charac¬ 
ter  and  conduft  be,  all  and  every  one  of  us  mud  ere 
long  be  brought  before  the  awful  tribunal  of  Chrift, 
to  take  our  trial  at  his  bar,  where  all  things  will  be  cal¬ 
led  over  again ;  and  he,  as  Lord  and  Judge  of  all,  will 
fet  them  in  a  juft  light,  and  pafs  a  decifive  fencente  for, 
or  again!!;  us,  accordingly,  to  our  inexprdfihle  happi- 
nefs,  or  confufion  for  ever. 

1 1  For  in  an  antient  prophecy  of  Chtift,  Jfa .  xlv. 
23.)  where  he  is  introduced  under  tbe  character  of  Je- 
hovab,  to  allure  us  of  bis  being  a-  divine  perfon  *,  we 

find 

T  E. 

iemyr  declaration,  fpeaksof  bimCrlf  in  dif- 
tiiiflwn  from  ;tU  idols,  as  thtonly  tr.it  God, 
who  lays,  to  all  the  tndt  of  the  earth, 
tv  and  faytfavedi  and  is  ipoken  of  un- 
tkT  the  character  of  that  Jthsvah  in 
vc  bant  righitmfncji  atd  firtugth,  even  b- 


N  O 

*  Tlic  apodlti  licit  plainly  Intimates,  that 
vhat  was  laid  in  I  fa,  xlv.  *3.  is  io  be  applied 
to  Clinft.  An<\  if  we  loot  into  tbe  prophe¬ 
cy  itJelf,  Ih.jil  find  that,  in  the  next  prece¬ 
ding*  2nd  the  two  following  verfes,  the  very 
perXuD,  who  is  brought  iii  as  nuking  this  ib- 
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in,  At  I  live, 
faith  the  Lord, 
every  knee  Ihali 
taw  to  me*  and 
mryMngne  hall 
fonfc£s  co  God 


ii  So  then  t- 
▼cry  one  of  us 
diafi  give  account 
«f  himfdf  to 
God 


1 3  Let  i is  not 
itard'ore  judge 
one  another  any 
more :  but  judge 
this  rathrr,  that 
no 


find  words  to  this  effefl,  which  arc  recorded,  as  utter* 
ed  by,  and  with  relation  to  himfelf,  I,  {peaking  after 
the  manner  of  men,  have  fworn  by  myfelf,  to  Ihew 
that  the  decree  is  irreveWibJe,  that  as  furely  as  I  am  the 
only  living  and  true  God,  who  necrifrril.y,  eficntiaUyt 
and  eternally  have  life  in  myfelf,  and  am  the  fountain 
and  author  of  all  life  to  others,  the  whole  human  race 
ftiall  be  brought  into  futh  an  entire  fubjectioa  ro  m:, 
whether  they  will  or  nor,  in  their  final  appearance  at 
my  bar,  as  is  fignified  by  bowing  the  knee.  In  token  of 
humble  homage,  and  by  {wearing  to  me,  and  thereby 
owning  me  with  the  tongue,  as  the  great  Cod  and  judge 
of  all,  to  whom  they  are  accountable,  and  by  whom 
their  eternal  (late  mud  be  decided. 

12  From  hence  then  it  plainly  appears,  that  a z  every 
individual  of  mankind,  of  wbat  character,  nation,  or 
profeffion  foever  he  be  $  fo  every  one  of  ust  in  patriot* 
lar,  mull  be  called  to  an  account,  not  for  the  miilakta 
or  mifearriages  of  others,  but  for  his  own  faith  and 
pra&ice,  which  he  {hail  be  obliged  to  an  fiver  for  at  the 
judgment-feat  of  Chrift,  {2  Cur.  v,  10.}  who  himfeif 
is  God,  and  by  whom,  in  his  office-capacity,  God  the 
Father  will  judge  the  whole  world. 

13  Let  none  of  us  therefore  prefume  any  longer  to 
invade  ChriJVs  prerogative,  or  anticipate  his  judgment, 
by  taking  upon  us  to  cenfure  and  condemn  one  another. 
But  +,  10  lead  you  into  a  much  better  way  of  judging, 
let  thofe  of  you,  that  can  nfe  your  Chriftian  liberty  with 
a  good  confidence,  think  and  determine  (*ryarf)  in  your 
own  minds,  that  no  one  ought  to  indulge  to  fo  free  a 
ufe  of  what  may  be  in  frfclf  lawful,  as  thereby  to  grieve, 

enfnare. 


NOT 

him  to  whom  it  U  Men  ffwZj  etfwf,  and 
aHi'r'nl  are ia&tifcd  tin  fi-'M  ?C xfamoli 

in  this  Lardy  or  fill  the  feed  of 

Jfraol  jkttU  be  juf:fi*dr  and  fall  gfrryw  AU 
which  padres  arc  lb  txaiftly  jmfv/orcd  in  the 
Now  TclUuienT-occfWiit  of  the 
JtifbHncJ,  and  benefits  brought  in  by  Chrift, 
and  of  ibe  regards  lhai  arc  ti>  be  paid  tobbn, 
ad  to  lave  no  rcafonablo  ground,  to  doubt 
but  licit  ttay  bjong  lo  hini-  (i>«  my  DH- 
('is  y<fts  Cftriji 

— 5?>  And  fo,  taking  the  vrhoJt  togc*. 

therT  u-c  iisvc  here  a  ibvng  attritatbn 
ihc  proper  <ii vi^s T ty  of  this  great  Judge  vf  the 
w*rld,  *\ho  Jiwrf  t>y  Hmfeify  which  is,  in 
effect,  the  ia^c  thing  v*  fWeuing  by  his  /i/c\ 
or  As  ( ih/et  ttnio  every  kxte 

&tl  f  am  every  mgtu  frail  fwear7  by  way  of 
cootcflion  or  acknowledgment  of  his  ablbhitc 
finrerdi*;  nty  slid  ihprcni^  dominion,  that  is, 
trery  t-cc,  cither  freely,  or  by  corKlrab^ 


e  a 

pay  him  divine  hom^e,  which  is  frj.-u- 
ficu  by  tovrifl^  ibe  kmc^  and  fwizrtxg  t  )  ■  t't:  - 
and  tfiis  will  be  mod:  e;nb;c:-dyT  publicly, 
and  compJ^tdy  verified  in  the  iE:ihsct[Iil  Cub- 
jcctiofi  ox  ail  ingufcimi  r.o  Chri(t  a*  tbe  .  hy  ef 
Let  this  ot'calioii  ti> 

oblii^C,  thal  as  tyC-d's  lUnriiig  by  hiiHblli 
is  expnefled  l>y  1m  liiyinj,  -rfj  / 
tiny  approach  too  neir  a: 1  oath,  pcculuriy 

fTOj/cr  to  Gi^l,  xv ho  in  rmnmon  convd^atio^ 
As  l  Uvex  *^r  xs  /  *»t  ahvet  ur  n.*  I  jw  a 
living  or  the  tilt  like,  to  ^ain  Civdit  to 
their  wordi. 

l  ‘nd*  ciu^ht  to  tavc  been  iriedeih^-be- 
yinning  of  a  verib  :  forkcr^tiie  astute  tr*\- 
tyvs  tinon  hU  c*r.itinuT  |uvtieu!::ily  of  ths 
fcm  erts,  againii  »n  mi^vuncnJ  *ud 
Lmfcifunahk-  ufi;  of  iht 't  Outtlian  Vilw-Tty*  to 
the  oifcucc  of  tlioir  ‘fm-'Jlf  buiiircJJj 
wot’ld  be  [tun;li'cd  at 
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JIV  TO4H  put  ft 

ftumblinj;  block* 
cr  an  ocnfr;n  to 
fall  in  his  bro¬ 
ther's  my. 


¥4  r  know, 
Biij  am 

by  tbe  Lord  Je- 

fvi St  diat  thtrt  is 
pot  Win  j  vr.ctean 
of  iifetf  s  but  to 
fum  thai  ert«m- 
ah  ufiy  thi^  to 
be  unclean  t  to 
him  U  is  unqlcao. 


is  f-nt  if  thy 
brother  ^riev- 
tb?  tvrCdfj 
■r  try  vim  Inert  thou 
t;J  unfitly* 
3>i :5ti-  'V  nor  him 
uj;h  thy  meat* 
for  stboili  Ciuift 

(lie*- 


enfnare,  and  lay  an  obltacle  in  the  way  of  his  Chriftian 
brother*'  who  would  be  offended  at  it;  or  to  draw  bim 
into  (in  by  tempting  him,  either  to  go  into  uncharita¬ 
ble  cenfures,  cr  to  take  a  liberty  of  doing  that  with  a 
doubting  conscience,  which  another  doth  with  a  well  la- 
tisfied  mind. 

14  For  my  part,  I  clearly  understand,  and  am  tho- 
roughly  perfuadtd  upon  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
(Mart  vii.  19.}  and  from  the  nature  and  delign  of  his 
death,  which  was  to  reconcile  both  Jews  and  Gentiles 
to  God,  and  take  away  all  religious  distinction  between 
them  ;  and  to  remove  the  curie  that  the  fall  had  brought 
upon  creatuic-enjoyments,  in  token  of  which  the  ufc  of 
Tome  meats  was  forbidden  in  the  ceremonial  law ;  and 
I  am  fully  3 (lured,  by  fpecial  revelation  from  Cbrift  to 
me,  that  now,  under  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  gofpel, 
every  creature  of  God  is  go&U  and  nothing  to  be  refufed t 
if  it  be  received  with  thenikfgiving,  (1  Tim.  i* .  4.) 
and  that  no  fort  of  food  is,  in  its  own  nature,  moiaiiy 
undean,  no,  nor  any  longer  ceremonially  fo;  Chriit 
having  put  an  end  to  the  cidiuclicn  of  clean  and  un¬ 
clean  meats,  to  fignify  that  all  things  art  now  puie  to 
him  that  believes,  (Tit*  i.  15.)  and  1  am  fatisfied,  that 
there  is  now  no  diitinftion,  as  there  was  under  the  Old 
Teftamenr-difpenfation,  between  clean  and  unclean  na¬ 
tions  ;  as  if  either  of  them,  as  nations,  were  to  be  ex¬ 
cluded  fr?m  God's  covenant,  while  others  of  them  are 
admitted  into  it.  Yet  as,  in  certain  circumfbnces, 
there  may  artfe  a  moral  defilement  to  a  man's  consci¬ 
ence,  even  by  doing  what  is  in  itfelf  lawful ;  fo  if  any 
one  really  thinks  in  bis  heart,  that  this  of  the  other  fort 
of  food  is  (fill  forbidden,  and  ought  not  to  be  received, 
he,  by  eating  it,  would  violate  the  di (Slates  of  his  own 
conference,  and  fo  defile  it,  by  doing  what  it  tells  him 
is  offenfive  to  God. 

T5  Bur,  on  the  other  hand,  fuppofing  that  any  of 
you  are  ever  fo  well  fcisfied,  on  the  gofpcl-principles, 
that  you  may  innocently  cat  of  any  fort  of  food  that 
comes  in  your  way,  provided  it  be  received  with  thank f- 
giving,  and  he  fantlifed  by  the  -word  of  God  and  prayer , 
(t  '1  ini.  iv.  4,  5.)  yet  if  your  Chrillian  brother,  tho‘, 
through  JrjeiJb  prejudices,  he  be  ever  fo  weak  and  mif- 
taken  in  his  eonfekmious  icrupulofky,  is  troubled  and 
offended  at  your  eating  it,  and  you,  knowing  this,  will 
neverthdefs  perJiif  in  rhe  nfc  of  your  liberty,  and  that 
in  bis  prefence  ;  you  therein  do  not  behave  with  fuch 
tendeincff  and  ccndcfcenfmn  towards  him,  as  the  great 
law  of  love  requires ;  butyoulivc  and  a£l  in  direft 

contradic- 


Ch*  iiv. 
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iff  Let  net 
then  yovit  jj»nd 
bervihpofcen  of* 


r  7  For  the 
kingdom  nf  G^d 
no*  mmt  and 
drink,  but  ri^hte- 
iuibcr±urnJ  ptjee, 
and. 


contradiction  to  ir,  as  that  obliges  yon  to  do  all  you  can 
for  your  neighbour’s  good,  efpedally  in  fpiritual  and  e- 
ternal  concerns.  Let  this  thought  prevail  upon  you  to 
wave  the  unreafonable  ufe  of  your  liberty  in  fuch  cir- 
enm fiances,  that  you  m-ty  not  ftagger  the  faith  and 
wound  the  conference  of  your  Chriiiian  brother,  nor  de- 
ftroy  his  peace  and  comfort,  or  draw  him  into  fin,  and 
fo  do  what  has  a  direct  moral  tendency,  in  its  own  na¬ 
ture,  to  bring  everlafting  perdition  upon  one  to  whom 
Chrifi  has  (hewn  fuch  fuperladvc  love,  as  to  Uy  down 
his  own  life,  which  he  did  as  a  ranfom  for  the  weaktit, 
as  well  as  Itrongeft  believers. 

t6  Take  heed  then  that  your  liberty,  in  eating  for¬ 
merly  forbidden  meats,  though  it  he  good  and  allow* 
able  in  itfdf,  and  in  fome  c-rfes  may  be  juftly  infilled 
on,  be  not  expofed  to  cenfure  and  reproach,  and  (lignia* 
tized  as  mere  liccnttnufnefs,  or  made  a  hone  of  con¬ 
tention,  and  an  occafkm  of  fpeaking  evil  of  ChriiU;i- 
nity,  itfulf,  thro'  the  imprudence,  ujifeafonabltncfs,  and 
milchiefof  your  ufing  it,  to  the  Icandalizing  of  your 
weaker  brethren. 

17  For  after  all,  the  nature,  glory,  and  bldfednefs 
of  the  gofpd-difpen fation,  or  of  that  kingdom  of  grace 
which'  God  has  now  erected  in  the  hearts  of  his  people* 
in  order  to  his  training  them  up  for-  his  heavenly  king* 
dom,  do  not  confift  of  fiich  circumfbnrial,  external, 
and  carnal  things,  afi  tiling  or  refufmg  different  forts 
of  meat  and  drink,  according  to  the  fettlemtnts  made 
in  the  Mofaic  law,  which  were  to  be  obferved  only  tilt 
the  time  if  reformatkn^  (Hcb.  ijc,  to<):  No;  but  it  is 
of  a  much  more  excellent,  pure,  and  fpiriurtl  constitu¬ 
tion*  which  con  fills  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  ami 
true  holinefs  in  heart  and  life  ;  and  of  a  iblid  peace  in 
our  ourn  fouls,  and  a  peaceable  temper  and  carriage 

towards 


NOTE 


*  Some  who  UfiderftaTtd  this  pafuge,  a* 
retain^  to  cttrmt  defhttithstt  fupjioic,  that 
by  bimx  f&r  Ckrift  is  meant  r-nly 

&  pmhilhie  Ckrzlliui;  who,  In  the  judgment 
of  dvuity,  is  to  he  {teemed  one  foe  wboia 
Oirift  died  ;  :itrd  that  furh  a  is  one  imy  bo 
ridti  ^T ed.  Though  our  Lord  fcvs  of  hU  ihcrp, 
far  wham  -he  \uUi  down  hr*  tfte,  theyfiali 

ilcr  pfrijirt  nailer  fedlt  any  fJu/i  litem  cf 
tut  (John  x.  ;if.)  Jdvtt  the  djtfruftbo 
here  ipnken  o!'f  frcirs  rather  ,  from!  heron* 
fCJitt  10  rektr  to  the  ririlroy-ing  ofLa  brother^ 
peace*  than  of  hi*  iu uIj  i^T,.  ia  the  firmer 
ydil  of  lhi>  t  Ci'fj:,  it  is  railed  him 

uijli  ;  sunt  in  *er«  to,  it,  it  is  r^re- 
fenud*  as  things,  whereby  he jhtmbtes* 
<r  ii  cjituWJ*  n  mJe  Tt'tek*  uml  io  defray- 
iflg  the  wk  cf  Godt  in  opposition  to/ti/viir- 


i*j  after  J.V  /kings  wh^h  vr-ike  for  peace^  1 rvd 

things  vthcrci vtb  one  w.rij  ed*J  *  amtker*  (vet, 
¥0.;  And,  ifwscwTij  ■■re  thw  with  the  a* 
poilEc  &  utiiOh’ ui  a  J;m  a,!*1  para  1  tel 
1  C&rt  viiii  H>*—  t  3,  ftcri^iv  tihi/rvv,  tliut  -*.i * 
arfument,  a'ymt  eaiUg  (e'/tgs  ofered  t? 

tarns jitd  in  :he  il\ inc  thereY  as  it 

dofh  here,  apem  and 

the  cocfete'tice  oi  a  i.yak  1-r.Jihrr  :  U-lt»  ov^a 
item,  he  iiad  u  'Ciife  iu  hotb 
tlicic  eternal  Hejira* :vtt  h!s 

n»*y  hv  i::nter;hRKl  only  as  tested 

what,  ia  the  ruiaiv  nf  tiling  has  a 
tendency  ^  thr:  mia;  o:  J  Ihu*  fjf  wliotli 
Oiriildk'J^anAi  what  wi^ibi  iaje  1  :  it,  were 
m>L  ihe  oi  G<>d 

efct  fri'  hich  six  uncharitable  Iitl»avi<*ur  to- 
warij  him. 


5S* 

ftiJ  joy  in 
VMy  Uhofl. 


tilt 


>9  Far  he 
thirukthcftihuigs 
furve*  h  Chrift,  if 

acceptable*  (rod, 
an  tl  approved  of 
roeo- 


tp  there¬ 
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>ith  one  may  6- 
4U'y  another* 
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JTfKue;  but  tfir 
evil 
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towards  others*  under  a  fenfc  of  God’s  being  at  peace 
with  us,  through  the  blood  of  Jefus ;  and  of  thofe  fu- 
peniatural  and  divine  con  fol  at  ions  which  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit  is  the  author  of,  as  he  Jbtds  abroad  the  love  of  God 
in  our  hearts,  and  w itncjfes  with  our  fpirits,  that  we 
are  the  children  and  heirs  of  Godt  and  joint -heirs  with 
Chrift,  (chap.  v.  5.  and  viii.  16,  17,) 

18  For  whatever  a  man’s  opinion,  and  ?orrefpondcnt 

practice  may  be,  about  meats  and  drinks,  and  things 
indifferent,  he  that,  with  a  due  regard  to  thefe  fub- 
Aantial  points,  of  vital  religion,  behaves  as  a  faithful 
fervant  of  Chrift,  in  fubje&iori  and  obedience  to  him, 
in  a  dependence  on  him,  and  with  a 'view  to  his  glory, 
is,  both  as  to  his  perfon  and  fervices,  (''¥''«)  well* 
pleafing  to  God,  in  and  through  the  Son  of  his  love ; 
and  one  of  fiich  an  evangelical  fpirst  and  conversation 
is  both  proved  to  be  a  finccreChriftfcn,  and  ap¬ 

proved  of,  as  fuch,  in  the  judgment  of  all  good  and 
wife  men  of  every  denomination,  whether  he  obfetve 
ceremonial  rites  or  oot. 

19  Since  therefore  all  ceremonial  things  are  but  of 
trifling  account,  in  comparifpn  with  thefe  great  impor¬ 
tances  of  Chriftianity  :  Let  us,  in  (lead  of  laying  any 
ft  refs  upon  them,  or  going  into  uncharitable  heat, 
feuds,  and  difputes  about  them,  and  practices  of  them, 
Andy  and  purfue  fuch  things  as,  in  their  own  nature 
and  circumftances,  tend  to  cultivate  fpiritual  peace  and 
profperity  in  our  own  fouls,  and  an  amicable  temper 
and  condufl  towards  our  brethren  in  Chtift  ;  and  let 
it  be  our  great  concern  and  care  to  propagate  fuch  opi¬ 
nions  and  praflices,  as  may  be  for  the  building  up  and 
Arengtbemnjr  and  encouraging  one  anotherin  faith  and 
love,  and  in  the  hope  and  hglinefs  of  the  gofpel. 

?Q  Take  heed  that  for  the  fake  of  fo  inconfiderable  a 
thing,  as  eating  certain  forts  of  meat,  you  do  not  ob- 
ftruft  and  ruin  that  harmony,  love,  and  peace,  fpiritual 
edification  and  comfort,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  15.) 
which  ere  noble  branches  of  the  work  of  God’s  Spirit 
and  grace,  and  which  he  delights  in,  and  produces  by 
means  of,  and  according  to  the  great  defign  of  tbego£> 
pel.  If  any  of  you  are  fp  flift'as  to  infift,  that  it  is  not 
fit  or  reafonable  for  you  to  abridge  yourfdf  of  e  liberty 
in  this  cafe,  which  Chrift  has  given  you  :  I  grant  in¬ 
deed,  as  may  be  feen  from  what  has  been  already  laid, 
{ver.  14.)  that  every  kind  of  food  may  now  be  eaten 
without  defilement  to  the  conference,  provided  it  be 
{lone  in  a  lawful  manner:  And  1  farther  own,  that  to 
fhe  true  believer  in  Cbrift,  they  are  all  cleanfed  from 

the 
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«vll  for  that  man 
who  etteth  with 

offence. 


11  It  u  good 
neither  to  eat 
flcih  *  nor  to 
drink  wine,  nor 
tiijtbiiig  wheitby 
thy  brother  fttm* 
bitch,  or  ia  of¬ 
fended  ,  or  is 
jnsjdi  weak. 


u  daft  thou 
faith  ?  kuY£  it  to 
|h)fcU  before 
God. 


the  curie  which  fm  had  brought  upon  earthly  enjoy  - 
ntent9.  But  yet  it  is  a  plain  abate  of  Chriltian  liberty, 
and  is  very  finful  and  injurious  in  that  man  who  has  fo 
little  love  and  companion  for  a  tender  fpirited  brother, 
as  to  indulge  bimfdf  in  earing  one  or  another  '.fort  of 
meat,  when  he  knows  that  his  lb  doing  is  matter  of 
grief  and  Humbling  to  him. 

ar  In  fuch  circu  in  (lances,  It  is  kind  and  prudent, 
commendable  and  right,  well-pieafingto  God,  and  thews 
an  excellent  fpirit,  and  is  indeed  a  fulfilling  of  the  great 
law  of  love,  fo  far  to  wave  a  liberty,  which  is  allowable 
in  itfelf,  as  not  only  to  abftain  from  fuch  meats  as 
were  formerly  forbidden,  but  even  from  any  fort  of  flefh, 
while  other  convenient  food  may  be  had,  and  not  to 
drink,  wine  without  a  neceflity  for  it ;  no,  nor  to  do 
any  thing  whatfoever,  that  they  may  be  avoided  with¬ 
out  violating  fome  law  of  God  and  nature :  It  is  moral¬ 
ly  good,  I  fay,  to  refrain  from  all  thefe  things,  when  by 
indulging  to  them  your  Chriltian  brother  would  be  hin¬ 
dered,  thrown  down,  and  wounded,  in  his  way  and 
walk  before  God,  like  one  that  has  a  Humbling  block 
laid  before  him  * ;  or  would  be  difeouraged  and  trou¬ 
bled,  and  brought  into  danger  of  being  prejudifed  a- 
gamft  the  pure  un mixed  gofpel  itfelf,  op  that  account ; 
or  would  be  enfechled  and  Haggercd  in  his  faith  and 
hope,  and  be  tempted  to  fin,  either  by  ralhly  condem¬ 
ning  others  for  doing  what  he  takes  to  be  unlawful,  or 
by  doing  the  fame  thing  himfelf,  with  a  doubting  con¬ 
science,  under  the  influence  of  their  example. 

12  Upon  the  whole  then,  is  one  or  another  among 
you  fully  perfuaded  in  your  own  mind,  on  the  foot  of 
the  gofpel-revelation,  that  you  may  lawfully  eat  of  every 
kind  of  food,  and  are  not  tied  to  JeuiJb  ordinances  a- 
bout  meats,  any  more  than  about  days  ?  this  perfualion 
of  your  ChrifH?.n  liberty  is  right:  Hold  it  fait  f,  with 
refptift  to  yourfelf,  and  your  own  ufe  of  it,  on  all  pro¬ 
per  occasions,  to  the  glory  of  God,  with  a  lincere  con¬ 
ference 


,  NOTES. 

*  Dr  IFhtth,  in  his  notes  on  this  tcrlc,  often  cwm w*  as  coster  es  pert  x  max 
and  other*  there  refcmil  to,  would  hare  it,  or  m  refer ft  ijf,  and  thus  it  is  rtmktul, 
that  the  *ord&  (rfwejrf* t  1  JTnr,  t,  j.  IV.  I,  be  5.  and  xL  18*  *  Cor,  gl, 

ncZnu)  hrfw  rendered  fiamhieih^  oris  “fend-  it,  PmL  iv-  n*  and  in  fcvcral  other  place*. 
tdt  or  is  made  figtiify  to  Aupibk  ard  And  after  this  manner  it  might  hare  been 
fail  to  one's  rwi,  or  to  perijh*  Bat  though  rendered  with  the  grtatdl  propriety  and  ad* 
fome  timer  the>  may  be,  they  are  far  from  J>e»  vantage  here !  For  I  can  Jbarcely  think*  that 
ingaJ*Ai*Vi  ufd  in  th^t  ienfe,  as  ifij'Cin  ibe  a|Xi[lie  adviicd  ki)cYfT$  tocoiv* 

from  vc-r,  i,  i.  and  chip.  iv.  ip,  Mjiik  Wt  ceal  their  fentijntnU  about  Chriltiaa  liberty* 
6-  an d  xxvi.  ji,  Jo^n  xvL  k  x  Cat-  xi.  ip.  and  keep  them  entirely  to  thcutieUes,  a*  ao 

and  ill  ro.  Jtifi  liii.  3,  4,  9,  with  ieveral  cording  to  our  turn  flat  ion  of  this  jxtflagc,  thq 
pdwr  places.  Sitt  alio  the  note  o*  ver.  if.  gwtersditv  of  interpreters  have  been  led  to 
f  To  thifelfi  The  prqxn  nnderftawj  ft* 

Otioo  lipre  urrd,  rifely  lurches  ft,  but  very 
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Happy  it  teirtice  towards  him,  38  in  his  fight  and  pretence*  and 
ncth  **  a  rule  to  you,  though  not  to  them  that  are  other  wife 

in  ~  ihat  thing  minded.  That  Chrifliun  is  happy  indeed,  he  pofleffes 
which  be  allows  j|}6  own  foul  in  pebce,  and  is  acceptable  to  God,  in  his 
tl  4  conduit,  whofe  own  conference  do  not  reproach  and 

condemn  him,  bat  is  clearly  fatisfied,  both  as  to  the 
lawfulnefs  and  expediency  of  what  he  allows  himfelf  to 
do  in  every  infiance,  and  particularly  in  this  of  eating, 
or  not  eating  what  is  fet  before  him. 
i;  And  he  that  23  But  on  the  contrary,  he  who,  in  his  own  opinion, 
ned ^ he ml  be-  difeerns  a  difference  between  meats  that  are  lawful  and 
c»tc  froife/A  not  unlawful4;  nay,  he  that  flaggers  in  his  mind  about 
AffiiJb:forwhai-  eating  them,  and  is  doubtful  whether  it  be  lawful  or 
faith  Via"01  °f  not*  *s  condemned  in  his  own  conference,  and  by  the 
word  of  God,  with  relation  to  what  he  doth  therein,  if 
nptwithftanding  this  perfualion,  or  thefe  temples,  he 
ventures  to  eat  of  it;  the  reafon  is,  becaufc  he  is  far 
from  being  fatisfied  that  God  has  given  him  any  war* 
rant  for  fo  doing,  or  that  it  is  not  difpleafing  to  him  : 
For,  in  all  matters  of  a  religious  nature,  whatever  we 
do  not  believe  has  a  foundation  in,  and1  tfi  authorized 
by,  the  word  of  God,  is  very  finful  for  us  to  praclife 
or  comply  with,  as  it  is  a  contempt  of  his  authority  5  a 
difregard  to  what  we  profefs  to  be  our  only  rule  of  faith 
and  duty ;  and  a  violation  of  thofe  facred  dictates  of  con¬ 
science,  which  ought  t*  reftrain  us  from  every  thing  that 
we  tear  will  not  be  approved  of  in  the  day  of  judgmenz. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


How  ready  ihoukl  Chriftians  be  to  hold  communion  one  with  mother,  nof- 
witMtandmg  little  differences  between  them,  like  thofe  that  relate  to  ceremouiel 
days  and  meats  which  are  fet  afide  by  the  gofpcbdifpenfation,  and  does  not  if* 
fett  the  vitals  of  religion  !  They  froirfd  take  heed  of  an  uncharitable,  rimUtniri', 
and  ccnforious  fpirit ;  but  the  fincere  believer  may  comfort  himfdf  in  this,  :!; 
God  has  received  lum,  and  is  aide  to  make  him  itand,  though  others  may  dcfolfc, 
or  judge  him*  How  much  better  therefore  is  it  to  approve  ourfclvcs  to  CcA  aiid 
our  own  confciences,  than  to  be  approved  of  men  !  for  we  mult  all  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  judgment -feat  of  Chrilh  And  O  what  awful  thoughts  fltouM  wr  haw  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  as  the  great  CJud,  as  well  as  Judge  oi'all,  who  has  fworu  by 
fdf,  that  every  knee  (bail  bow  to  him  ;  and  to  whom  every  one  mult  give  a  it  at*- 

COUCL 

NOTE. 


*  The  word  here,  ofed  f<v  him  that  Jouhs, 
(O  is  jbroctirrtes  renilrru]  to 

or  to  mate  a  drjflrtnef,  as  in  Mutth* 
xvi,  3.  and  Judet  *Wi  it*  and  at  others  to 
flagger  or  vtaver*  as  in  iw  10*  and 

i.  4^  Both  thefe  fenfes  may  be  uikco 
in  here;  though  the  U\ f  fe*cr3  to  be  princi¬ 
pally  intended,  as  it  fiends  opjx>fed  to  him 
that  h&i  faith,  vcr.  11.  aiul  h  the  tame  with 
Arm  that  it  VJCcikf  in  opposition  to  tfnft  that, 
are  ftro* gt  chap*  xv*  i.  ArU  the  word, 
foxlxKtxffat)  tranflitcd  if  properly 


fighifies  ti  t&tdcmne dt  llut  is,  by  his 
coufeience*  when  he  doth  what  that  teLL  him. 
or  at  Iryft  fuf|?cCt5,  is  vming.  Bu  thi* 
no  reference  to  eternal  dxmabmt*  say  fer  i**T 
than  all  a £1  togs  apainft  cnnrcirrrce  ck:  :j:L. 

to  it:  And  though  many  fcriuue;  Cliri^j- 
ans  have  rajfeddiibouragmg  femplc?  to  ■«- 
fdvest  by  applying  this  paflage  pi  the  Js*T»i 
f*Pp*rt  it  isundrimhly  jslssn,  lit  at  hk^rn 
relation  to  that  ordinance,  but  only 
fed  1  mftfh-ai  the  a  pottle  bad  all  along  baw  ^ 
been  difcoVJfGng  about. 
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want  of  hwifdf !  And  in  view  of  an  impartial  and  decifive  judgment  to  come  ; 
how  teodtf  and4<ttn<fcfccmtmg  JliouM  wc  be  to  our  brethren,  that  are  apt  to  be 
offended  on  every  little  occafiun  for  want  of  better  light  1  It  ia  an  high  aggra¬ 
vation  of  guilt  to  do  arty  thing,  that,  in  its  own  nature;  tends  to  thedifeomfort 
and  ruin  of  the  weafceft  of  thofe  for  whom  Clmftdtcd,  and  to  the  difooncertifig^ 
of  the  work  of  God  in  them  t  fince  they  have  as  fore  an  intereft  in  the  Redeemer 
as  the  ftmngeft  faint  upon  earth.  The  weak  believer  ihould  not  judge  the  ftronr, 
iior  the  ftrong  defjvfc  tho  weak ;  each  r* mem  benny  that  what  it  not  of  faith  is 
Jm;  Nor  ilioukl  either  of  tht-in  behave  fo  imprudently  as  to  give  aeration  for  their 
^ock!  to  be  evil  fpoken  of ;  hut  happy  is  he,  who  condemns  not  himfelf  in  that- 
wMch  he  allows  himfdf  to  do.  How  concerned  fhoutd  Chriftians  of  all  ranks 
and  denomination*  be,  to  a£t  upon  principles  of  faith,  and  a  good  confcieizce,  m 
nil  things,  and  to  promote  each  others  edification  and  peace  !  O  bow  excellent 
are  the  blelfitigs  of  Thrift's  kingdom,  which  confifts,  not  in  external  ritual  things, 
like  meats  and  drink.*,  but  m  righttoulnefs,  peace,  and  joy  ih  the  Holy  Ghoft* 
And  how  pn.fi  r.iUe  is  Uh  fi  rvicC  to  all  others  J  It  is  acceptable  io  God,  and  ap¬ 
proved  of  ail  good  men  j  and,  in  the  penovranrice  of  this,  we  are  called  to  live 
2t\d  die,  not  to  ourfelvcs,  hut  to  Chrift,  wiu>&  we  are,  and  whom  we  ought  to 
ferve,  in  confidtration  of  his  having  died  and  rofr,  and  now  living  in  heaves, 
that  he  might  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  the  living. 


C  II  A  P.  XV. 

The  apoflle  gives  directions  to  Jf  ranger  believers  haw  to  behave  toward 
the  weak)  i  j — 6*  And  t&  all  of  them  to  receive  one  another  as  bre~ 
thren ,  7, — j  2.  And  draws  to  a  eondufton  of  the  main  body  of  his 

O*— 33- 


Text.  Paraphrase. 

■\VE  **“"  tlwt  TTROM  what  has  been  faid,  in  the  foregoing  difeourfe, 
ou.ht  tTbearihf  ^  a^°ut  the  charitable  and  cautious  ufc  of  Chriftian  ii- 
infirmities  of  the  berty,  relating  to  Jnuifb  meats  and  days,  it  plainly  fo]- 
*ent(.,  and  not u>  lows,  that  thofe  of  us  who,  like  the  believing  Gentiles , 
owl**ve*-  are  eltablifhed  in  the  faith  of  the  gofoel,  with  refpeft  to 
the  whole  of  that  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  bas  made  us 
free,  and  who  have  arrived  to  any  confiderable  meafures 
of  knowledge  and  grace,  are  bound  in  duty  to  have  a 
compa  Dion  are  and  tender  regard  to  our  Chriftian  bre¬ 
thren,  whofe  faith  is  daggering,  and  whofc  judgment 
and  other  fpiritual  attainments  are  but  fmall.  We 
fliould  be  meek,  forbearing,  and  patient  toward  them, 
and  fhould  make  kind  allowances  for,  and  endeavour  to 
relieve  rhem  under,  their  prejudices,  doubts,  and  feats, 
rail)  cen  fures,  and  confcientious  fcruples,  which,  like 
thole  that  are  found  in  (bme  JtwiJb  converts,  proceed 
merely  from  honett,  though  mifguided  zeal,  and  want 
of  better  light.  And  as  we  ought  not  to  live  to  our- 
f dives,  {chap.  xiv.  7.)}  fo  it  by  no  means  becomes  us  to 
aim  only  at  gratify  tug  our  own  inclinations,  much  lefs 
to  indulge  our  own  humour,  pride,  and  pafBons,  and 
contemptuous  thoughts  of  others  \  nor  ought  we  to  re¬ 
take 


ft  Let  every 
one  of  us  pfcafe 
Rcightouf  for 
£Ji  food  to  edi£* 
cuioex* 


3  For  even 


preached  thee  fdf 

on  me* 


Ch.  tv*  The  EpiftU  to  M?  Romans  parapbra/ed  556 

folve  upoa  having  our  own  Way  and  will  in  every  thing, 
that  wc  apprehend  to  be  barely  in  itfelf  lawful,  though 
offenGve  and  injurious  to  the  tender  minds  of  others. 

2  Let  each  of  us  therefore  ftudy  and  labour,  and  beg 
of  God  to  enable  us,  to  behave  in  the  moil  con  defend¬ 
ing*  engaging  manner  towards  our  fellow-Chriftian, 
who,  DocwithfUnding  his  weakndfes,  is  undoubtedly  to 
be  deemed  our  neighbour,  that  ought  to  be  loved  as 
ourfelvea;  let  us  yield,  as  far  as  lawfully  may  be,  to 
make  him  eafy,  and  endeavour  to  foften  his  temper,  and 
gently  to  inftruft  and  win  upon  him,  with  a  view  io 
what  is,  by  way  of  eminence,  good^  («(»"■*» )  that 
his  foul  may  grow  in  grace  and  knowledge,  comfort 
and  bolincfa,  to  complete  filiation  ;  and  that  the  whole 
church  may  be  edified  in  love,  to  the  glory  of  God. 

3  For  our  great  and  blefTdd  Lord  himfelf,  who  was 
CKHit pleM&d not  under  no  obligation  to  any  of  us,  nor  had  the  leaft  need 

did  not  indulge  his  own  eafe  or  pleafure,  nor 
xtproichcs  *  of  feet  bis  own  fafety  or  honour,  to  the  neglc£l  of  other?, 
them  that  re-  when  he  was  here  upon  earth  ;  but  be  waved  all  grati¬ 
fications  of  nature,  condefcended  and  denied  himfelf  in 
numberlefe  inltances,  and  freely  fubmiued  to  all  man¬ 
ner,  of  hard  (hips,  fu  fieri  ng$,  and  difgrace  for  our  fate*, 
and  for  his  Father*®  glory,  according  to  what  is  record¬ 
ed,  P/a/.  Uix.  g,  and  was  mod  eminently  fulfilled  in 
him  *f  whom  &avidt  his  type,  perfonated,  as  faying 
to  God  his  Father,  The  reproaches,  that  were  can  on 
thy  name,  by  thofe  that  {poke  evil  of,  and  vented  their 
rage  again  ft  the  methods  of  thy  providence  and  grace, 
fenfibly  pierced  my  heart  with  grief;  yea,  thofe  reproach¬ 
es  fell  with  alt  manner  of  indignity  and  cruelty  upon 
me,  and  I  willingly  flifUincd  them  for  thy  glory,  while 
I  endured  the  cro/st  de/piftng  the  flame ,  and  endured  the 
contradiction  cf ftnners  againftmyfo!/  (Heb.  sii.  2,  3-)  + 
And  the  tranfgrcfiions  of  thy  people,  whereby  they  have 
highly  difhonoured  and  affronted  thee,  were  in  a  judi- 
*  cial  manner,  laid  upon  me,  that  l  might  be  fmltteo  and 
v  wounded  for  them,  {I/a.  liii.  5,  6,  8.);  and  I  bore  the 

puniftimcnt,  due  to  them,  in  mine  own  body  on  the  tree9 
•when  I  ji/fered  for  fin+  the  juft  /or  the  unju/tf  that  l 
might  bring  them  to  God*  (l  Pet*  ii*  24 *  and  Ui*  18 4 

4  We 

N  O  T  E  jS.’ 

*  As  th«  Uft  claufe.  of  P/iA  hdx,  g.  is  fteft  upon  QoA  and  upon,  hU  d-fpenlatioT!** 
hrrv  applied  to  Chriflj  fo  is  tne  forma-  part  filch  a*  the  jnvi  went  urto  in  their  rollin’; 
of  that  vcric  in  Jfk*  ii*  17*  and  vtr*  at.  of  hi*  Son,  as  if  he,  whom  God  had  font,  ws 
that  Pfytm  if.fiddco  be  fu  flitted  in  him,  John  an  itnpoftoy ;  or  it  may  fignify  the  dilboncur 
si*.  xSy  40.  that  alt  fin,  in  its  own  nature,  brings  upm 

■f  The  refroae&tt  of  tbrm  that  rtpr&aebtd  God,  as  it  is  a  reproach  to  hU  naJriit 
iht r,  may  refer  cither  to  the  opprobrious  and  iitwge,  life  and  |ovcfurawiU 
btafpht^io-s  ipt:che-  of  the  wizkcdj  that  ro* 


Cb*  iiv. 
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♦  For  ®h«fo'  4  We  are  not  to  fuppcfe  that  this  undent  pafiage, 
ITi  ^'rjmhn^  though  primarily  meant  of  David  himfel f,  had  no  re- 
wcre  written  for  ference  to  our  Lord  ;  of  that  it  is  of  no  ufe  to  teach  ua 
our  learning;  th»t  the  duty  of  hearing  with  the  intimities  and  ill  treat- 
we,  through  ?*•  mcnt  0f  others,  and  denying  ourfelves  for  their  good  : 
fan  of  tbe  trip-  For  this,  and  all  things  cite,  m  general,  that  Hand  ort 
toiei,  might  lure  record  in  the  Old  Teftament,  were  written,  b.y  infpira- 
*wpe"  lion  of  God,  fo  long  ago,  for  our  in  (l  ruff  ion  and  prac¬ 

tical  improvement,  that  by  means  of  the  types,  prophe- 
•  cies,  hiftories,  and  examples,  as  weH  as  every  other 
part  of  thofe  faered  writings,  we  might  be  excited  and 
animated  to  the  exercife  of  iong-fuftering,  patience  and 
forbearance,  under  all  our  trials,  provocations,  and  re¬ 
proaches  j  and  might  be  made  partakers  of  thofe  divine 
confoiattons  which  coiififl  in  the  joys  of  faith,  the  peace 
of  a  good  confcience,  and  the  comforts  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  to  relieve  and  encourage  us  under  all  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  this  imperfefi  date,  and  to  raife  and  confirm 
a  well-grounded  hope  of  all  needful  affiftmee  and  fup- 
port  under  them,  and  of  eternal  glory  to  crown  them. 
s  Now  the  God  5  But  as  an  effectual  improvement  of  the  holy  ferip- 
of  pitience  and  turee,  and  of  every  canfideration  wbatfoever,  to  thefe 
noble  purpofes,  depends  on  gracious  influences  from  a- 
minded  one  to*  bove,  may  that  God,  who  exercifes  all  long-fuffering 
ino|l'er  t  and  forbearance  towards  us,  and  comforts  them  that  are 
thrift  Jct'us :  *  call  down  j  and  who  is  the  author,  fountain,  and  giver 
of  alt  Chrtflian  patience,  and  of  all  the  fpiritua!  con- 
folation,  that  we  either  have  in  ourfelvcs,  or  are  the  in- 
ilrumentsof  promoting  in  others  j  may  this  Father  of 
mercies,  and  God  of  all  comfort,  give  you  an  harmo¬ 
nious,  tender,  and  peaceable  difpoGtion  towards  each 
other,  that  whether  ye  be  united  in  femiments,  or  not, 
as  to  leiTer  matters,  ye  may  nevettbclefs  be  imirely  fo, 
as  affectionate  brethren,  in  heart  and  defign,  with  re* 
E'AM  W  ilrtft  atw  AH  miser  uuumtes  ami  uuues,  nut 
belong  to  your  Chriflian  (late  and  charaftcr,  according 
to  the  example,  will,  and  commandment  of  the  anoint- 
ted  Saviour  ;  and  according  to  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Je- 
fus,  and  aa  may  be  molt  for  his  glory,  and  acceptable 
to  God  through  him. 

wifh^onV^ud  6  My  heart’s  defire  and  prayer,  on  your  behalf,  is 
fun!  otic  it;  iriit  U  for  all  this,  (f^)  to  the  end  that,  with  united  heaTts  and 
gtoiifyGud,<^«)  voices,  as  though  ye  were  all  animated  by  one  foul* 
toc  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ye  may  cor¬ 
dially  a^ree  and  concur,  in  your  religious  aflembiies, 
in  cotninon  convcrfation,  and  in  fpirit,  temper,  and 
behaviour,  to  (hew  forth  the  praifes  of  God;  and  may 
aferibe  the  honours  to  him  that  are  his  due  ;  even  to  the 

eternal 
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the  Fatb«r  of  our 
J^onlJdiisChnft. 

j  Wlvcrefore  re¬ 
ceive  ye  one  aco* 
iher,  asChrifl  *1- 
ftp  received  nsf  to 
the  glory  of  God, 


B  Now  I  fay, 
that  Jefiu  Chrill 

was  a  mi  Dirt ct  of 

the  cireumcifrm 
for  the  uuth  of 
God,  to  confirm 
the  promife*  made 
unto  the  fathers : 


eternal  Father  of  our  Lord  JefusChrift,  who  is  the  cen- 
ter  of  all  our  union  and  communication  with  God, 
and  with  one  another. 

7  Noth  with  Handing  therefore  the  different  opinions 
that  may  be  among  you  about  matters  of  little  impor¬ 
tance  ;  fee  to  it,  that  there  be  no  breach  of  charity  be¬ 
tween  you,  but  that  ye  receive  one  another  into  your 
brotherly  affection,  friendly  converfes,  and  holy  com¬ 
munion;  and  let  the  endearing  example  of  our  great 
Lord  and  Saviour  him  ft  If  influence  you  hereunto.  As 
he,  in  his  wonderful  ccmdefccrfbn  and  grace,  ber.rs 
with  our  infirmities,  and  has  vilibly  taken  all  of  us  who 
credibly  profefs  hU  name,  and  has  actually  and  effec¬ 
tually  received  everyone  of  us,  who  are  true  believers, 
into  his  favour  and  family,  and  into  rhe  neareft  unin 
and  communion  with  htmfelf,  whether  we  be  weaker 
Or  ftronger  believers,  of  Jew/6  or  Gaitik  estrcft  ;  and 
as  he  has  done  this,  that  God  might  be  glorified  in  the 
Hianifeftation  of  hie  truth  to  the  fjfnvsy  and  of  his  mer¬ 
cy  to  the  G entiles $  (ver*  8, 9-)  and  that  both  might  glo¬ 
rify  him,  and  be  brought  to  his  eternal  kingdom  and 
glory:  Even  fo  do  ye  cordially  embrace  one  another,  as 
brethren,  without  diftinftion  of  nations,  or  parties, 
that  ye  may  glorify  God  by  your  harmony  and  peace, 
and  by  walking  together  in  faith  and  love,  and  in  the 
fellowlhip  of  thegofpel,  till  ye  arrive  at  all  poffible  per¬ 
fection  in  bis  glorious  prefence  for  ever* 

8  Now,  to  fhewhow  Chrift  has  admitted  both  Jnvifb 

and  Gentile  believers  to  cqualprivileges  and  hUffing?, 
wirhout  diftin&ion,  under  the  gofpel-ftaie,  I  would,  in 
the  firft  place,  obferve,  on  behalf  of  the  to  take 

off  prejudices  from  Gentile  converts  agaiiiit  them  ;  thit 
Jefus,  the  Me  Utah,  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fer- 
vant,  and  appeared  under  that  character,  in  a  fpecial 
manner,  to  the  loft  (heep  of  rhe  houfe  of  Jfraeh  ami 
that  he  was  circumcifcd,  came  under  their  law,  and 
perfonatly  miniftered  to  them,  for  difplaying  the  glory 
of  God's  truth  and  faithfalnefs,  by  what  he  taught, 
did,  and  fuffered,  to  ratify,  eftablHh,  end  give  efficacy 
to  thofe  promifes  of  the  covenant  of  grace  which  were 
made  to  the  patriarchs,  Abraham^  J/aatf  and  Jacob  *, 

and 


NOTE. 

^  *  On-JftV  being  ftylod  a  mn'tjler  $(  draw j-  tUafc  (irwl  u  on!  d  he  c  Gq4  h  Abraham  £:;.<■ 
with  refpeci  toW\&  cwfirmfax  h\' pr&yti-  hh  feed  hi  their  getter  am  a  j,  (Gcii*  xviU  ; 
Set  made  to  ibefatberr^  naturally  tU*it  and  that  m  feed  til!  ihe  ffPlfouj;  af  the  tun*} 

nchiLt  confirmed  the  covenant  ot  pruimfcs  fmthi  be  plejfeJt  (Gcu.  xiL  3.  and  xvni.  1?. 
which  circumeififrn  was  the  fign  and  fc^l  of,  p.rd  sail,  which  repeated  to  Jy&  . 
and  that  this  covenant  had  a  rrhition  l*'/?!-  ch?.p*  4.  and  to  Jr***,  chap.  xaviS*  1  1 
rifMtrf  benefit*,  to  included  in  the  pramifrs,  Suv  Ur  volume  V  jiriniMi  :  . 

t-Vfi"-'- 
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add  of  which  circumcifion  was  the  vifible  fign  and  feat 
that  they  might  be  primarily  fulfilled  to  the  dpi  ritual, 
feed,  which  Ibould  be  railed  up  from  among  their  na¬ 
tural  offspring  ;  and  then  to  all  others  of  wbat  nation 
foever,  that  ihould  be  the  children  of  Abraham,  by 
faith  in  Chrifl  Jcfus,  (chap.  jv.  id,  17, 18.  and  Gal  in. 
7,  8*  9>  28)  2p.)  And  therefore  Gentile believers  ought* 
by  all  means*  to  fheur  the  greateft  tendernefs  and  love 
to  thofe  of  the  circumcifion*  fince  they  are  only  grafted 
in  among  them*  to  partake  of  the  privileges  of  the  co¬ 
venant  together  with  them,  (chap.  xi.  17.) 

.  9  And  that  ti*  9  And*  to  engage  the  brotherly  regards  of  JevrtJk 
Gentiles  might  converts  to  the  believing  Gentiles,  I  would  obfcrvethat* 
2u  mercy”*#/0!*  3CCOrding  to  the  tenor -of  the  covenant*  and  the  moil 
u  written'  for  crtenCvc  meaning  of  thofe  promifea  which  Chr’tftcon- 
this  ciufe  1  will  finned*  falvation  is  now  come  to  the  Gentiles,  that  they*  - 
conrcfi  w itbee  a-  w|l0  for  many  ages  nail,  were  aliens,  from  the  rom- 
tile*,  and  fing  on-  monvaealtb  of  llrae),  and  jtrangers  from  the  covenants 
to  ihy  name.  qf  pnmife,  (£ph.  ii.  12.)  might  have  occaGon*  and 
hearts  given  them  to  magnify  and  fhew  fortb  the  praifes 
of  God*  oo  account  of  tbc  exceeding  greatnefs  of  hia 
fovereign,  free*  and  tender  mercy  toward  them*  in*  at 
length*  looking  with  an  eye  of  phy  upon  them*  under 
all  their  deplorable  circuraftunces  of  fin  and  mifery, 
and  bringing  them  into  a  ftate  of  acceptance  with 
God*  through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus.  And  this  is 
no  mote  than  was  foretold  in  aotient  prophecies  *  as 
for  inftance*  what  Chrift,  perforated  by  David *  his 
type*  is  introduced  as  faying  to  his  Jarher,  is  w  tinea 
(Pfal.  xviii.  49.)  to  the  following  purport  -f,  Becaafe* 
in  the  exaltation  and  enlargement  of  my  kingdom*  thou 
hail  confirmed  me  Head  over  hearhen  nations,  and 
brought  multitudes  of  them  into  a  willing  fubje&ion 
to  the  feepter  of  my  grace*  I  will  publiih  rhy  praifes* 
and  .extol  thee  among  the  Gentiles,  that  (hall  be  con¬ 
verted  to  thee ;  and  1  will  advance  the  honours  of  thy 
name*  by  declaring  it  to  them*  and  by  animating  them 
to  offer  thauklgivings  to  thee*  for  thy  wonderful  mercy 
toward  them.  {See  Pfal.  xxii.  22.) 

10  And 


NOTES. 

Cfart,  p-  lit,  srB,)  Aad.tfiefe  I  tike  to  him;  v-here,  among  other  things,  he  Ubrought 

Ili\£  bttn  tbc  two  -grand  promifts  of  tbc  to-  in  a&  ikying*  ( vcr.  43*  44, 470 
v«Qnat  of  grace,  under  that  dtfpcikGjitkm*  ttu  (be  head  of  ike  hrtfbtJtt  \  0  pr-fle  wbum  I 
which  jud  cirouuciftoa  for  its  initiating  fagu  fatvt  mt  kstewnfcall  ferwt  mt  \  aj  fttCn  ui  ikr 
and  ftaL  bti>t  «/  me,  they  frail  city  mt ;  jtrnnprx  fialt 

f  F«r  tin  anr ft,  or*  u  it  is  Li  PfaL  x\BL  JuimU  thmfih^s  rtf  mrj  ifh  (did  that  avenffi 
49+  T hertfir*  wi//  J  gtvt  links,  or  cwfeji  find  jui'dnes  the  ptftpte  uiz&rr  use  :  And  fa 
wf s  jAcf*  0  Lcrd ,  amtvg  the  W  a  the  connefUon  (lands  M  itb  great  praprietyv 

nsaaiftft  rcfci^nw  to  the  Ycrics  Vhich  went  There  firs,  or  for  this  caitfc,  l  xivc 

hefere  in  tint  Tfilm ;  nnd  vrhkh,  as  appears  or  e&afrfi  ft  Sjer,  funovg  ih>  h^albei:,  or  the 
frij.-n  ihc  upjjjicsLtion  of  this  Tcrlc  to  Chrifl,  GvrL'f/ff* 
sii  Jjtcwlfc  ultimately  to  he  uiukrfloecL  n( 
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jo  Awd  apia 
lie  faith,  Rrjoior, 
ye  Gen  rile*,  with 
Ms  people. 


11  And  again, 
Pnife  the  Lord, 
all  je  Gentiles, 
and  land  him,  all 
ye  people. 


u  And  again 
EliuasAith.There 
dull  be  a  teol  tf 
Jcfle,  and  he  that 
fball  rife  t#  Ttijn 
ever  the  Gentiles, 
in 


10  And  in  another  prophecy,  applies  We  togofpel- 
times,  which  was  exhibited  in  the  long  of  Mofcs^ 
(Dcut.  xxxit.  43.}  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  infpired  tbs 
(acred  writers,  and  carried  his  view  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  Meifiab’s  church  and  kingdom,  fays  to  this  ef¬ 
fect,  Delight  yourfelves  abundantly,  and  be  exceeding 
glad,  O  ye  Gentile  nations,  together  with  his  people 
j/rael,  under  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  furprifing  mercy 
and  free  favour  that  is  (hewn  to  you,  in  making  you 
one  fpiritual  body  with  them,  and  taking  you  into  all 
their  privileges  and  bleffingp. 

11  Again,  In  another  prophetic  paflage  it  t$  fairf, 
(P/ah  cxvii.  t.)  Blefs  and  magnify  the  Lord,  and  make 
his  name  glorious,  in  ascriptions  of  divine  honours  to 
him,  for  his  great  mercy  to  you,  O  all  yc  people  of  the 
earth,  whether  confiding  of  Jews  or  G entiles t  that  are 
called  by  his  grace. 

12  Once  more,  to  wind  up  this  argument  with  ano¬ 
ther  famous  teftimony,  which  is  dill  more  obvious  and 
exprefs,  the  prophet  Ifaiab,  (chap*  xi.  to.)  fays,  with  a 
fpecial  reference  to  the  time  of  Chrift’s  appearing  upon 
earth ;  In  that  day  the  MelCah,  who,  like  a  noble 
branch,  Avail  fpring  from  Je/ft  *  through  David s  loins, 
(hall  fuftain  and  invigorate  his  own  family,  and  the 
whole  church  of  God,  -and  make  them  fruitful,  as  the 
root  doth  a  tree  and  all  its  branches:  And  this  divine 
Saviour,  who,  according  to  the  fielh,  (hall  arife  in  that 
family,  at  a  time  when  it  (hall  be  in  as  ohfeure  a  (late 
as  in  the  days  of  Jeffe^  before  it  was  ennobled  with  legal 
dignity;  and  who  (hall  rife  from  the  dead,  and  he  ad¬ 
vanced  to  his  throne,  that  he  may  reign  by  the  power 
of  his  word  and  Spirit  over  Gentiles ,  as  well  as  Jews  j 
to  him  (hall  the  ends  of  the  earth,  even  Gentile  finners, 
feek  and  look  by  faith,  that  they  may  be  faved,  and  in 


NOTE. 

•  There  finll  he  a  mty  or  rather  the  root  the  words  of  the  Seventy^  coireipornkni  10 
of  fe/fe,  is  a  phrafie  fo  very  Im^ular  the  fenfe  of  the  Hcfarw  text,  which  rims 
and  empliatwal,  as  feems  to  be  applicable  with  thus.  In  fay  there  fiall  he  the  root 
jio  propriety  to  any  tnit  the  Mejfnh ;  Tar  or  Tirbkb  jb$Ujttnid  far  an  cryi&a  of  the  peopk  ;  fa 
the  very  perfimof  whom  this  fcaiftnncd,  J/a.  it  fiatl  the  Gentiles  feek*  Chri ft’s  Handing 
jci.  to.  from  whence  this  paflage  is  ou'rt.cd,  for  an  enfign,  hamier,  or  fondant  of  the 
k  is  find  in  the  firft  verfl-  of  that  chapter,  people,  is  emblematical  of  tlicir  lifhn  5  wuhr 
There  Jhatl  corns  firth  a  nd  out  of  the  fiem  of  him-,  as  their  Lord  and  foverdgn,  and  of  b’.s 
Jcfle,  and  a  branch  jbait  grow  oaf  of  his  raj.  rckninjjow  them ;  and  the  Gntiles  feek^g 
Theft  compared  together,  intimate  that  he,  to  tem,  h  Juppofal  to  be  iit  a  way  of  hope 
who  in  human  nature  fprang  from  andtrtift  inhimrt  So  that  the  ftfift  i*  much 

the  father  of  Dnvtdy  U  in  his  tlVme  nature,  the  fame;  and  the  apolUc's  speaking  of 
and  mediatorial  office,  the  root,  life,  and  ChrUf,  as  the  objetf  of  t^c  Gentiles  faith  or 
ftrcngth  of  the  family;  and  (h,  in  different  truftr  fupjxjfL*  him  to  he  a  divine  period ; 
views  of  him,  is  both  the  root  and  ofsprzng  of  and  jodnlh  his  reprefemmg  tiie  finer  rat  u  nil 
David,  as  he  is  flyled,  Jtev*  *rhe  and  laving  e  fleets  of  bis  own  mmiflry,  as 

renaming  pvt  of  this  ciunioi;  is  cradtiy  in  what  Chrijt  trough  by  him,  tb- 
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m  him  ftall  the 
Centres  tniih 


13  Now  ihe 
Oiid  of  ho-pc  fill 
you  with  all  joy 
and  peace  In  be¬ 
lieving,  that  ye 
may  abound  in 
hope ,  through 
the  p Q'xrr  oF  the 
rioly  Ulboll. 


14  And  i  my- 

ft  if  di.tr  un 
fiiadttlfcfyou,  m  y 
brethren,  that  ye 
a  ho  arc  full  of 
foadnt'te  ,  filled 
with  all  know* 
ledge,  able  alfo 
to  mltncmilb  cue 
another, 


him  (hail  they  be  brought  to  place  their  dependence  ami 
hope  for  a  whole  falvation.  All  thefe  tefli  monies  put 
together,  evidently  (hew,  that  there  was  to  be  a  time 
when  the  Gentiles  (hould  be  fellow-heirs  with  the  Jevjst 
and  the  middle-wall  of  partition  between  them  fbould 
betaken  down,  as  it  is  at  this  day  ;  And  therefore  the 
Je~j>iJb  converts  ought  to  receive  Gentile  believers  with 
ail  readinofs  of  mind,  ns  their  brethren  in  Chiift. 

13  Now,  laying  afide  every  diftinclion  of  panics, 
my  ijjoft  affectionate  prayer  for  you  all  is  that  the  blef* 
fed  God,  in  whoiri  is  n>y  entire  trufl  and  confidence^ 
and  who  in  Chrid  is  the  object,  ground,  and  author  of 
all  the  hope  which  Gentiles*  as  well  a$  others,  have 
of  fpiritu.il  and  eternal  biellings,  m  ,y  plentifully  en¬ 
rich  and  fatiate  you  with  a!)  forts  of  divine  confolatioa 
and  rapturous  joys ;  and  with  all  abiding,  folid,  arid 
evangelical  peace,  to  the  utmoft  degree,  in  your  own 
fouls,  and  with  one  another,  as  the  rcfult  cf  lively  ex¬ 
ercises  of  faith  on  an  unfecn  Jcfus,  and  on  the  pro  miles 
of  the  cverlafling  covenant,  and  cf  realizing  views  of 
invilible  glory ;  tnat  ye  may  nor  only  have  good  hopes 
through  grace,  of  future  blefTcdneU,  but  even  a  full 
affurance  of  it,  and  the  molt  fettled  cftabiiihmcnt  and 
humble  confidence  in  believing,  to  tbe  fupprelfing  of 
all  doubts  arid  fears,  through  the  powerful  operation  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  by  his  enlightening  your  minds, 
ftrengthenjng  your  hearts,  witnefling  with  your  fpirits 
that  ye  aretfie  children  of  God,  and  giving  you  the  ear* 
nefts  of  the  eternal  inheritance  *. 

t4  And  as  this  is  my  fervent  prayer  for  you  }  fo  I 
myfclf,  judging  of  you  upon  the  foot  of  moral  evi¬ 
dence,  am  well  fattsfied  concerning  you,  my  dear  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  Lord,  that  ye  are  endued  with  fuch  bene¬ 
volent  graces  of  the  Spirit  of  love  and  peace,  as  dif- 
pofe  you  to  mutual  kinduefs  in  your  temper  and  beha¬ 
viour  one  towards  another,  as  fellow  Cliriftians,  tior- 
withftanding  the  little  differences  of  fctitiment  and  ex¬ 
ternal  circum  (lances  between  you ;  and  1  am  perfuaded  that 
yc  are  abundantly  repfeniflied  with  the  knowledge  of 
all  things  ncciffiry  to  falvation,  and  that  to  fuch  3  de¬ 
gree  as  to  be  cspable  of  milrufling  each  other  in  the 
moll  important  potties  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  quickening 

and 


.NOTE- 

*  Thi  jmtf  of  the  Hoh  Ght/1  and  in  thsft  parties,  tiling  pcrplurt-*  Cod  ar^ 
rff  iwer  of  the  Spitir  of  GcJ+  ver  ip.  make  frV.  tn  W  i^n'Cinvii  *y  the  />r?'V  of  *vj 
a  pbitv  <Uflinflk>rt  hetwicn  the  Holy  Spirit  ritt  in  t*  :bc  i  is  munsftfl  that 

btmftif*  and  the  peintr  whkfi  hcifcmi,  ;u>d  the*  vhX’cU  :!%c  IV  ly  lit  fa 

flieiv  that  he  if  a  dmne  ‘  (St‘e  my  ur-  the  cjr  of  0  ed¬ 
ition?  on  this  text,  p*  $  o,  s » -}  A  fid  a* „ 

Yol.HL  t  N» 
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ij  Nceerthc- 
kfs,  brethren,  T 
Uin  c  vbrUtcn  the 
nutrv  hold  tr  unto 
ytfii,  ik  linirtc  iovi 
as  puttS^  you  in 
mind*  of 

the  grace  i hat  is 
given  CD  me  of 
Cod, 


irfThatTflionk! 
the  in  ini  tier  of 
Jefns  Chrift  to 
the  Gentiles  itu- 
ju£rtnsti:c  ggfpel 
of  God,  that  the 
ofr-.Hn^  up  of  the 
Gentiles  nr  ght  be 
aixvpuMc,  fctiag 
tin  tiii  ittl  tLe 

Koiy  Cboft. 


and  exciting  one  another,  with  relation  to  every  thing 
that  is  good,  ami  particularly  to  your  duty  in  cultiva¬ 
ting  a  cordial  frionrifiiip  among  yourfelvcs,  as  becomes 
thofe  that  are  agreed  in  the  fundamental  articles  of  the 
Chriflian  faith. 

'  15  But  notwkhfhnding  your  excellent  qualifications, 
and  the  good  opinion  1  have  of  you,  who  are  exceed¬ 
ing  dear  to  me  as  brethren,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
writing  with  the  greater  freedom  and  pi  jinn  els.  in  fome 
things  to  you,  efpecially  to  the  Gentile  part  among  you, 
(fee  the  note  on  2  Cor.  ii.  5.)  with  reference  to  your 
Ciuifthn  liberty  and  obligations,  and  your  equal  {hare 
with  the  believing  Jews  in  the  bleffings  of  the  gofpel, 
as  ddigning  to  be  your  remembrancer  in  thofe  particu¬ 
lars  which  ye  indeed  already  know  $  but,  confidering 
the  imperfection- of  this  prefent  Bate,  ye  may  need  to 
be  reminded  of,  both  for  your  caution,  quickening,  and 
conjoint  ion :  And  this  I  have  been  emboldened,  and 
thought  it  my  duty  to  do,  becaufe  of  the  apoftoltc  au¬ 
thority,  with  the  endowments  anfwerable  to  it,  that  is 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  free  and  fovereign  favour  of 
God,  who  difpofes  of  his  gifts,  graces,  and  benefits  to 
whom  he  pleafes,  and  who  has  bellowed  this  honour 
upon  me-  , 

16  That  I  might  be  the  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift,  fent 
forth  with  bis  commitlion,  to  proclaim  his  name,  and 
to  publilh,  propofe,  and  recommend  his  unfearchable 
riches,  efpecially  among  the  GeirtUci,  (AGs  ix.  15. 
and  Eph.  iii.  8.)  officiating  («;**rtwr*)  with  afiiduity, 
labour,  and  zeal,  in  holy  miniflrations  of  that  gofpel, 
which  is  of  divine  oiiginat  *,  (*»*)  to  the  end  that  hea¬ 
thens  the  mfdves,  being  converted  by  this  means,  might 
be  devoted  as  2  living  Sacrifice,  holy,  and  acceptable  to 
God,  (cb*p,  xii.  1.  compared  with  Ifa.  Ixvi.  2c.)  and 
that  their  fpirhual  offerings  of  prayer,  thankfgiving, 
and  praife,  and  of  charitable  benevolence,  might  be 
preferred  to  him,  as  an  odour  of  a  fweet  froell,  (Phil. 
iv.  18,)  with  acceptance  through  Jefus  Chrift,  (1  Pet. 
ii.  5.)  far  beyond  all  the  oblations  that  were  ever  made 
at  the  remplc  ;  they  and  their  fewices  being  purified 
and  confccrated  to  God,  not  by  legal  libations,  but  by 

an 


NOTE. 

9  Here,  jis  is  obfcrvtd  hy  fevcr*l  com-  he  offered  to  God  ws*  not  that  of 

mcmators,  h  a  plain  allnfioit  u>  liie  JrwLjb  bcjlh,  but  of  men  nude  fpmtwcdly  alii-t, 
piicfrs  uifici.ttiug  at  the  altar,  ami  to  the  ft-  even  the  G/n/j/fj,  that  were  turned  srvm-. 
crifices  which  they  offered  with  &th  Uba-  idol*  to  tbrvo  the  living  and  tine  God  ;  and 
tions  a<i  were  appo;tn«l  to  be  paired  upo:t  as  all  leg  4  offering  were  punfaJ*  fo  this  ws.- 
Uctt,  that  they  might  he  acceptable  10  God :  fatitfified  by  the  \kh  jlhiji i  ojtring 
Acc«.Ultt<Jy  t:*c  apoiHv  fpeaksef  as  tht  L*rd?  « uttfati  taJ kti*  Hit-  ia.vi-  -to* 

like  the  pikiii  oi  old  i  Liu -the  yi- 


Ch-xv. 
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an  eflufion  of  the  gifts,  graces,  and  fzn&ifying  influ¬ 
ences  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

u  t-hmthn*  1 7  This  therefore  being  the  office  to  which  I  an 
m»y  gbry'tW  special!  y  appointed,  and  my  difchargcqfit  having  been 
jour  chrift  in  fo  remarkably  bleffed,  I  have  great  matter  of  rejoicing 
u»oi«  things  and  glorying,  not  indeed  in  myfelf,  who  am  nothing 
IJt  but  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrift,  whs  is  afeended  up  far 

above  ill  heavens ,  that  he  might  Jill  all  things,  (liph. 
i»*  io.)  and  by  whofe  grace  it  is  thus  I  have  lo  abun¬ 
dantly  and  fucccfsfully  hboured  irt  preaching  the  got- 
pel,  and  bringing  multitudes  of  Gentile  fumers  to  the 
faith  of  Chrift,  (i  Cor .  x.v.  9,  to.)  that  they,  like  the 
offerings  under  the  law,  may  be,  as  dedicated  things, 
to  the  praife  and  glory  of  God* 

18  let  I  will  |8  for  ;n  this  my  humble  and  holy  boajtjng,  I.  will 
o?Vny*of  not  *  n0»  l  *n  confcicnce  dare  not  allow  myfelf  the  II- 
things  which  berf  y  of  mentioning  any  thing  that  is  not  ftrictly  true, 
Chrift  Hath  net  Dt  of  affirming  the  leaft  honour  to  myfelf,  as  if  it  were 
lu^taCeth^Gcn’  done  by  any  ’wifdom  or  power  of  mine  own;  but  (hall 
•tics  obedient  by  only  take  notice  of  rhofe  wonderful  efrefb  which  have 
word  and  deed.  been  a£l  dally  wrought,  and  which  Chrift  hinifelf  is  the 

author  of,  and  has  performed,  by  the  inftrumtmility 
of  my  miniitraiions,  to  bring  the  Gentiles  to  the  obe¬ 
dience  cf  faith,  which  1$  manifefted  in  their  publicly 
avowing  Chrift  as  their  Lord  and  Saviour,  in  their 
fpeaking  of  him  as  fuch,  and  living  fui table  to  their 
holy  profeffion  of  bis  name  * ;  and  which  is  brought 
to  pafs  by  means  of  my  preaching  and  conrerfatioji, 
labours  and  fuftetings  for  him. 

tsTHr.Vmigk-  ig  Thefe  vilible  tokens  of  divine  authority  and  af- 
dcrsS">5*the  wt” -  that  attend  me,  arc  (till  further  fealed  and  at-" 

er  of  the  Spirit  of  tefted  by  the  power,  (*»  Awspit)  (hat  is  exerted  in  produ¬ 
ced;  fudiatfrom  cing  ftgnal  miracles  and  wonderful  works,  which  lye  bf- 
Je*  yond  the  reacb  of  all  operation  in  the  ordinary  coutfe 
of  nature  ;  but  arc  wrought  {»*  /-."»*«)  by  the  immediate 
power  of  God’s  own  Spirit,  who  comes  from  the  ex¬ 
alted  head  and  Saviour  to  perform  them,  and  renders 
all  thefe  means  effectual  by  an  internal  illumination* 
and  imprefTivc  energy  in  the  hearts  of  them  that  believe, 
whereby  they  are  perfuaded,  and  brought  over  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  gofpel,  not  as  the  word  of  man  ,•  but,  as  it  is 
in  truth ,  the  word  of  Cod,  and  to  turn  front  idols  to 
ferve  the  living  and  true  God,  (t  Theff.  i.  y.  and  ti.  13.) 

So 


N  O 

*  Jh  Ttotd  end  itti  nay  relate  either  to  the 
obedience  Of  the  Ceiift/ej,_  <*r  to  what  wm 

done  hy  the  apuftle,  for  bringing  tlicoi  to  it ; 
and  I  have  given  fueh  a  (Vnti;  of  tile  Aonls  in 
the  hft  of  tilde  views,  as  Uinurrij  J'uUnft 


T  E. 

from  rkt  follows  in  the  former  part  of  the 
next  vcric,  and  a*.  together  with  that,  tn.tkes 
a  beactiful  gradation,  in  accounting  fur  the 
ociiYcrfivii  of  tlu  GniiUcs- 
Has' 
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Jcrafalcm  t  and 
round  a*>oot  tin  to 
liiyrkum,  \  hve 
fii'y  pn’aditd 
the  gofpoL  of 
(jhri[E» 


»c>  Yca^frfTiavs 
I  il:iverlEo  preach 
the  gofpcl,  n^r 
^Hcre  Chrift  was 
named,  left  J 
tfvntld  build  up¬ 
on  another  man’* 
futxiblatioQ* 


IT  rn^wltii 
«rirKkn,Towh»>m 
K-  wa^nofiperken 
of  they  Jh:ill  fee: 
and  they  that  h  a  vc 
BOt 


fo  that  in  this  manner*  under  the  agency  of  the  bleffetf 
Spirit,  I  have  been  enabled  to  publifli  the  glad  tidings 
of  Talvation  by  Jcfus  Chriftr  anti  to  fulfil  the  miniftry 
which  I  received  from  him  in  the  whole  compos  of  it* 
with  great  freedom,  enlargement,  and  fuccefs  *,  not 
fhunnuig  to  declare  any  part  of  the  counfel  of  God  ; 
but  fpreadiog  the  favour  of.  the' Is  now!  edge  of  Chrift  in 
all  places  where  I  travelled*  from  Jcrufalcm ,  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  Judea^  for  a  great  many  hundreds  of  miles*  in 
numerous  towns  and  cities,  through  the  regions  of  Sy¬ 
ria*  rffia  the  Jets,  anti  Greece^  till  I  came  to  +  /f/yri- 
cum  in  Europe 

20  And  (*}  in  my  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God* 
the  in te reft  of  a  dear  redeemer,  and  the  falrarion  of 
periftung  fin  nets,  it  has  been  my  holy  ambition 
rtxvpwy  and  chief  aim,  in  this  vaft  circuit  of  labour, 
under  the  divine  affillance  before-mentioned,  to  preach 
the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  among  fuch  people  as- 
were  entire  ftrangers  to  it,  and  had  never  fo  rruch  as 
heard  of  Chrift,  much  fefs  been  converted  to  him  by 
any  mean?  whaifoevcr  before:  I  was  defirous  of  this 
honour*  left,  if  1  bad  gone  ro  places  where  other  apo- 
ftles,  evangclifls,  or  mmiftring  fervaots  bad  paved 
the  way*  I  lhould  have  been  though:  to  have  taken  my 
light  from  them,  and  only  built  upon  principles  which 
they  had  laid  down,  and  to  have  only  carried  on  the 
good  work  which  they  had  begun  >  and  fo  fhould  have 
failed  of  one  grand  proof  of  my  apcftteftiip,  and  doc-* 
trine*  as  received  immediately  fiom  Chrift  himfelf* 

21  But  my  mini  ft rations  hare  been  moftty  among  the 
Gentiles^  and  for  fome  time  pad  among  the  blindeft,  and 
the  mod  idolatrous  and  miferable  of  them,  according  to 
that  an* km  prophet'y  of  the  McflUh's  kingdom,  {Ifit. 
lii.  15*}  where  it  is  written*  with  a  peculiar  reference 
to  the  calling  of  other  nations  betides  the  Jewst  The 
people  that  were  ignorant  of  Chrift,  and  to  whom  he 
never  had  been  preached,  fhall  fee,  in  tbe  glorious  light 
of  the  gofpel,  attended  with  the  power  of  the  Spirit, 
fuch  things  as  are  new  and  ftrange,  and  of  tbe  higheii 
importance  ;  things  which  none  of  the  philofophers,  or 
oracles  of  the  heathen,  could  ever  tell  them  j  and  things 
which  .escecd  all  that  ever  bad  been  revealed  under  any 
foregoing  difpeufatton :  And  they  who  lave  never  heard 
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f  Xttjrunm  is  a  great  country  Jw  Enr^pt, 
fatten  PttviAa  on  lb<2  north,,  and  the  AAri - 
AjTjfcd,  n'jw  called  th*  gulph  of  Vtn\ct9  on 
tlv  ibi:th‘  i  and  is  motlEy  comprehended  un¬ 
der  the  nu&of  SJii iSfJx  o;  DAiH-ifa7  bor¬ 


dering  upon  Htr^arf.  (See  Cu/ltcr'&  di#Ho«- 
iinr.)  AmUc  have  an  account  of  ific  a- 
pnf&lcs  prodigious  travels*  Jaboqrs,  and  dir¬ 
ect  in  many  of  thine  parts,  Aftf  jriii.  aj;d 
levtral  fuUotfujg  chapters. 
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not  fbalt 

undnliaiii 


ix  For  which 
ranfrdio  1  hxve 

Ixrcn  much  hin¬ 
dered  from  coin¬ 
ing  to  ran. 


xi  Cut  now, 
Laving  no  more 
place  in  rhde 
parts,  and  hav¬ 
ing  a  great  dcfirc 
ihcfe  many  ye*is 
to  come  iwio 
^ou; 


xt  Whomever 
ji  r^kc  mv  jour¬ 
ney  intil  Spain  I 
wiilcotnc  to  yon: 
for  I  cruft  to  ice 
won  ia  my  jour¬ 
ney 


any  thing  about  Chrifl,  and  the  biddings  purcliafed  and 
brought  in  by  him,  fliall  con  fide r  and  under  fraud,  fo  as 
to  be  brought  to  tbe  facing  knowledge  of  him* 

22  Ami  ■(***)  thefe  my  necefTny  and  important  en¬ 
gagement^  in  continually  travelling  and  preaching  a- 
bout,  to  plant  the  gcfpel,  as  Providence  called  me  from 
place  to  place>  in  various  diftani  countries,  has  hitherto 
unavoidably  prevented  my  coming  to  fee  you  ;  my  times* 
work,  and  ways,  being  all  in  God's  hands*,  at  his  dl^ 
rection  and  difpofal,  and  it  being  my  duty  to  wave  an 
indulgence  to  my  own  private  inclinations,  purpotVs, 
and  pleafure,  for  the  fake  of  promoting  the  kingdom 
and  glory  of  ChrMl  among  the  poor  heathens,  that  were 
peri  thing  in  their  tins,  darknefs,  and  idolatry. 

23  ilut  as  now,  through  tbe  powerful  operations  of 
the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God,  {ver,  19.)  the  gofpel  is 
planted,  and  churches  are  gathered  and  fettled,  {ABls 
xiv*  2f,  22*  2J-)  in  all  thefe  regions,  (t*™r  uxt>i«c-i 

fu  that  there  is  no  more  room  or  opportunity  for  me  to 
be  any  further  employed  in  that  fort  of  fervicc  here ; 
and  as  I  have  been  exceedingly  dtfirous,  foe  many  years 
part,  wtre  it  the  will  of  God,  to  take  a  tour  to  Rome » 
not  to  gratify  my  curiofity  in  feeing  the  rarities,  an¬ 
tiquities,  and  grandeur  of  that  magnificent  metropolis* 
and  feat  of  the  empire,  or  in  converting  with  the  great 
and  learned  men  there  ;  bm  that  I  might  impair  fome 
fpiritual  gift  to  you,  for  your  edification  and  efiabUUv- 
ment,  and  we  might  be  comforted  together*  by  our 
mu tual faith,  {Chap,  u  1 1*11-) 

24  As  the  Lord,  I  fay,  feeros  to  have  done  bis  work 
by  me,  for  which  he  called  nve  imo  thefe  parts,  I  pur- 
pofei  by  his  will,  to  attempt  a  propagation  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chriftin  Spaii iy  my  heart  being  greatly  bent  oa 
frill  further  fpreading  his  glory  among  thofe  that  are 
utter  Grangers  to  him;  and  whenever  he  may  favour 
me  with  an  opportunity  of  fetting  out  for  that  country, 
which  is  over-run  with  heathenilm  and  idolatry,  I  de- 
fign  to  give  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  making  you  a  vifit 
by  the  way  * :  For,  according  to  prefent  appearances,  I 
hope,  that,  by  his  good  Providence,  I  (hall  be  capable  of 


N  O 

*  The  apofUe  this;  bntas  mi- 

av>  pur-pa  &£  of  th^v  nature  were  only  accord- 
ii*t’  ta  nrdem  probabk  views  of  what 
i  -  beft  for  fervinp  the  murreft  of  Chrin, 
wki  the  good  fouls,  and  were  not  Jihixys 
iVniiiuI  under  divine  {iigscflfon  ;  (Jotls  who 
jw«is  ib Vervains  wiwrcver  he  pkafoi,  often 
tjJjui  tilni  ie  yther  enpuv*  mtnt,  a»4  ib  iir^- 


feeing 

T  E. 

vented  the  CKOitinn  of  liis  own  fdwmcs, 
fometimes  by  the  oppofii  ion  of  advct&riri,  or 
feme  unespetW  turns  of  Providence;  and 
at  others,  by  immediate  revelation,  as  in 
xvh  d, — ro.  and  xvhi.  — it.  And  wlx- 
ihcr  he  ever  wcut  to  or  not,  is  \trf 

uncertain' 
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ncy*  an4  to  be 
an  my 
way  thiihn^rd 
by  you,  if  firfl  I 
be  lUncutut  fill- 
tfd  wiiUjour^m- 
pay. 


1%  But  now  I 
P*  ll«to  Jvrtlia- 
ium  :a  nvnifler 
^ato  the  hints* 


t£  For  u  hi(b 
plenifd  them  of 
Mac  rtouia,  and 
Acl^ait*  to  make 
a  certain  cod(H- 
billion  for  the 
poor  Clints  which 
in:  at  Jymfclcnu 


feeing  you  in  that  intended  journey  ;  and  1  tavc  fach 
confidence  in  your  affe&ion,  and  efpecially  in  the  care 
and  kindnefs  of  my  God,  that  I  humbly  trad  ye  will  be 
difpofed,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  other  churches* 
(AEltzviu  15*)  to  aflift  me  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may 
be  needful  for  my  fafe  condaft,  and  for  accommothr 
ting  me  with  proper  conveniencies  in  my  travels  tiom 
you  to  Spain:  This  I  hope  for,-  after  1  (half  have  had 
the  latisfadion  of  {pending  fome  time  in  pcrfonal  con* 
ver fation  with  ChriCtians  of  your  excellent  character, 
and  of  being  refrefhed  with  your  company,  by  hearing 
and  feeing  what  God  has  done  for  you*  1  promtfe  my- 
felf  a  great  deal  of  pUafurc  in  this  ;  and  yet  I  call  it 
my  being  filled  or  Satisfied  but  ip  part,  be- 

enufe  it  is  poflibLe  that  I  may  not  find  vquai  6tisfa&iun 
in  rvery  one  of  you,  ^fee  the  note  on  chap,  xi,  25*}  and 
1  fhall  nor  be  able  to  enjoy  your  good  company  fo  long 
as  I  fhould  be  glad  of  ;  and  bccaufc  the  bell  fociety  that 
the  faints  can  have  together  on  earth,  falls  valUy-fhort 
pf  the  communion  which  they  have  with  Chriftj  and 
much  more  of  that  which  they  will  have,  with  flill 
greater  freedom,  fulnefs,  and  duration  j  both  with  him, 
and  one  another  in  heaven* 

25  But,  for  the  prefent,  I  am  engaged  in  a  very  ne- 
ceffary  'affair  of  another  nature  ;  being  bound  for  jkru- 
faian ,  whither  I  am  going,  charged  with  the  feryice  of 
aflifting  in  the  didfibution  of  fome  charitable  contribu¬ 
tions  that  have  been  generowly  made  by  federal  Gen¬ 
tile  churches  under  my  direction,  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  Chriflians  there,  {1  Gir.  xvi*  1,-4*  and  2  Epiff* 
ix*  1, — 5*)  which  are  a  body  of  holy  profeffois  of  Chnllj 
devoted  to  God,  fan£tificd  by  his  Spirit,  and  diftijiguifh- 
edjrom  the  reft  of  the  world,  by  the  purity  of  then 
hearts  and  lives;  while  many  of  them,  through  violent 
pe r fee ut ions  and  a  famine,  [ABt  xi-  27,— 30,)  are  re¬ 
duced  to  extreme  neceffuy. 

26  For  the  GentiU  believers,  (vcr.  27*)  in  the  Greci¬ 
an  provinces  of  Macedonia  and  Achilla,  among  whom 
I  have  been  travelling  and  preaching  for  fome  years  part* 
have,  from  their  benevolent  fpirit,  cheerfully  joined  to¬ 
gether,  and  made  a  general  collection  for  the  ufe  of  the 
religious  poor  at  JcrufaUnt,  that  they  might  tdiifj 
their  love  particularly  toward  them,  and  their  readme!: 
to  hold  communion  in  all  good  things  with  them*  not- 
withlUnding  their  difbuce  of  place,  and  difference  o 
nation,  and  of  fenuments,  about  fome  points  of  liuh 
^Cnfcquence* 

27  The; 
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»7  It  btfh  pin-  37  They  have  done  this,  I  fa y  *,  nor  grudgingly  or 
ibem  vmJy,  Dy  nace(iiEy  like  neifons  over-preflcd,  or  under  a  force; 
tber«v>  for,  if  hut  with  the  greatest  freedom,  liberality,  and  delight, 
the  Gentile*  haw  like  people,  forward,  of  their  own  accord,  to  excite 
uker^nf'  their  one  anot^ier  ky  their  own  example;  an  example  worthy 

fpirituil  thin; 


tbeir  duly  is  alfo 
in  miniflcr  unto 
them  in  canwl 
tbiugu 


i-S  When  there* 
Jtrtc  I  have  per* 
Juf-ucd  thkl>  and 
hdve 


Che  imitation  of  all  that  hear  of  it.  And  this  is  indeed 
no  more  than  what,  on  the  foot  of  gratitude,  as  well  as 
of  common  benevolence,  may  be  deemed  an  equitable 
debt  which  the  Grecian  churches  owe  to  thofe  of  >- 
des :  For  fince,  according  to  the  difnofals  of  God’s  pro¬ 
vidence  and  grace,  they,  who  were  ft  oners  of  the  C en¬ 
tiles  t  have  received  the  gofpef  which  at  tirft  came  from 
Jerufalem,  and  was  preached  to  them  •  by  apoftles  fent 
to  them  from  among  the  Jerur;  and  fince  by  this  means 
the  Gentile  converts  have  been  brought  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  that  Saviour  who  was  peculiarly  promifed  and 
fent  to  the  natural  feed  of  bra  ham,  and  was  born  and 
raifed  up  among  them ;  and  are  now  made  partakers  of 
the  fpi ritual  privileges  and  blefiings  which  for  many 
ages  were  confined  ro  the  church  of  Ifrael ;  fince,  l  fay, 
the  Gentiles  are  now,  t?;  this  manner, become  equal  fharers 
with  Jewifb  believers  in  all  fpirirual  and  eternal  benefits, 
and  that  at  the  expence  of  the  reje&iouof  the  body  of 
4hat  people,  thro* their  own  unbelief,  [chap.  xi.  1 1.  12, 
a8,  30.)  It  is  highly  fit  and  reafonable,  and  the  lead  re¬ 
turn  that  can  be  made  to  them,  that  they,  who  receive 
To  much  mercy,  through  them,  for  the  falvation  of  their 
fouls,  fhould  (to  allude  to  perfons  that  are  bound  {*•<- 
to  minifter  to  God  in  facred  things)  confcien- 
tiouily,  cheerfully  and  thankfully  honour  him  with  their 
temporal  fubftance,  by  cooununicaring  to  their  necei- 
fities  for  the  fupporc  and  refrefliment  of  their  bo¬ 
dies. 

28  As  loon  therefore  as  1  have  finiflied  the  journey 
ami  fervice  in  which  I  am  now  engaged,  and  have 
fafely  delivered  the  charitable  contributions  of  the  Gen - 
t'de  churches;  which  are  the  fruit  of  their  faith  and 
love,  wcil-pleafing  to  God  through  Joins  Chrift;  and 
fruit  which  will  abound  to  their  own  fpiritual  account, 
{Phil.  5v.  17.)  and  to  the  advancement  of  the  incerett 
and  glory  of  our  hletTed  Lord,  as  well  as  to  the  fealonahlc 
relief  of  the  poor  faints  at  Jerufalem ;  and  which  1  lhall 

lake 

T  E- 

of  tli*  ^hurui  at  ami  particularly  of 

the  i*tnhU  part  anxjnj  there*  to  excite  them 
to  follow  this  nohi*  eyairplej  ant!  rccoav* 
memii  dieeriiil  Iibcrai:;y  u*  aii  other  Cirifti-* 
Tins,  on  every  propot  otcaiion,  arcorilinjr  t* 
thrir  ability. 


N  O 

*  The  apoflle  brought  this  ctwer  with 
■fuch  ati  empbafi.',  not  only  for  their  ftnnour, 
and  to  *h'w  with  what  iatififa^hm  he  reflect¬ 
ed  on  the  rcsuliad*  and  pWfurx-  which  they 
tiikiweti  in  their  generous  contributions ; 
but  tii  iinprcK  Uic  thought  m'ith  the  nwift 
grjittel  infinuation  anti  addiob  on  the  minds 
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have  foaled  to 
them  this  fruit,  I 
will  crime  by  you. 
if no  Spain* 


*9  And  Z  am 
fuve  that  wheu  l 
comtiimo  y<m,  I 
/tall  come  in  the 
fulncTs  of  the 
bleffmg  of  the 

goiptl  of  Chrift* 


take,  as  much  care  of,  that  it  be  not  diminished,  embez¬ 
zled,  or  applied  to  any  other  life,  as  if  it  were  a  trea- 
fure  fealed  up  m  a  bag,  till  opened  for  diftrihution  :  I 
then  purpofe,  'God  fparing  life,  and  giving  opportunity* 
to  take  yon  in  the  way  of  my  forunentioned  journey 
into  Spain.  (See  the  note  on  ver.  24-) 

29  And  it"  Providence  (hall  enable  me  to  bring  my 
prefent  defign  to  pals,  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  from  Chriit’s 
promife  of  being  always  with  bis  fervants,  {MaJib. 
xxviii.  20.)  from  the  large  experience  I  have  already 
had  of  his  powerful  workings  by  me,  jver.  1  8.)  and 
from  what  1  hear  of  his  grace  bellowed  on  you,  {ebap. 
i.  8.  and  xvi,  19.)  that,  when  1  may  make  you  a  vifit, 
1  lhall  come,  like  a  vdTel  richly  fraught,  under  the 
plentiful  anointings  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with  great 
liberty  of  fpirit,  in  declaring  to  you  the  whole  counfel 
of  God,  and  particularly  in  further  explaining,  enlar¬ 
ging  upon,  and  dlahliihtng  you  in  all  the  great  doc¬ 
trines  of  this  epiitle;  and  wall  be  the  means  of  com¬ 
municating  to  you  fuch  an  abundance  of  gifts,  graces, 
and  confutations,  as  make  up  the  utmoft  fulnefs  of  fpi- 


ritual  blefGngs,  that  are  promifed  and  conveyed,  under 
divine  influence,  by  the  glorious  gofpel,  of  which 
Cbritl  is  the  author,  and  principle  fubjdtt,  and  which 
he  has  ordered  to  be  preached  to  all  nationty  for  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  faitb,  (chap.  xvi.  26.) 

Now  I  iw-  30  Now,  my  beloved  Chriiltan  brethren,  in  Older  to 
tWn  y0fo’r  *nse  accompliflting  of  all  tbefe' deniable  deligns,  1  car- 
j^rdjcfusChri.Ti  iicllly  intreat  you,  by  all  the  obligations  and  endear* 
Pkc,  and  far  1  he  mens  of  rhe  love  and  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chitft, 
bye  of  ih<Spin^,  ^jjich  he  bas  in  his  heart,  has  demon llrated  in  his  death, 
and  has  manifefted  and  communicated,  in  diftinguifh- 
ing  effe£ts,  to  you »  and  by  all  the  love  which  ye,  in 
return,  have,  or  ought  to  have,  to  his  divine  and  glo¬ 
rious  perfon,  and  to  his  caufe  and  imereft :  And  1  be- 
feech  you,  by  all  the  love  and  grace  of  the  blefled  Spi¬ 
rit,  in  hi;  coming  to  work  effe£tually,  and  take  up 
his  abode  in  you  *  $  aod  by  all  that  excellent  grace  of 
love  which  he  has  wrought  in  you  toward  God,  and 
Chrifl,  and  one  another,'  and  toward  me,  and  all  his 

fervants 


NOTES, 

*  The  Uve  tf  f^r  Spiytl  (pay  fignify  either  wcEI  enough  Jupjv>fc\  that  he  took  in  every 
the  love  that  is  fuojitiive’j  in  him ;  01  the  coi-Iidciatton  of  the  love  of  the  Spirit,  that 
hive  thst  1(3  is  the  mith'ir  of,  and  works  In  (vis  projjct  to  ftrraglhen  his  vehement  0!  1- 
«*1  ot  the  love  that  israrriw  out  to  him,  as  t  creation  for their  prayers, — The  Holy  Ghoft 
ii.  m>jt3.  It  is  difficult  to  lay  which  ofthefe  may  Vic  caMed,  by  way  of  eminence  and  pe- 
prailety  the apufUe’s  meaning;  they  culiamy,  ihi  Spsril,  sut  prrlbnaliy  dilVingOifh- 
ail  mic the  turn  of  Lbc  p.htaft,  the  do-  ed  from  the  Father  and  !»on  ;  and  as  proper- 
itgri  ni  <  argument,,  to  engage  the  prayers  Jy  drrier,  acd  iaftuiuly  fuperior  to  au  Wi» 
vi  tne  beiievii*-  Hv  minis lot  him;  and  wo  may  t:d  Ipiriu, 
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thn  ye  ftrive  to-  fervants  and- people}  and  by  all  the  love,  which  ye 
(Uhcc  wsihnw in  r,ear,  anj  profefg  to  have,  particularly  to  the  Holy  Spi- 

{Sod  for  me;  rit  bimfclf,  and  to  the  triumphs  of  his  power  and  graec, 
in  the  converfion  of  fmners,  and  in  the  edifi cation , 
comfort,  and  elfablifhment  of  the  faints,  and  particu¬ 
larly  of.  your  own  fouls ;  I  beg  of  you,  that,  as  ever  ye 
would  a£l  up  to  thefe  folemn  and  endearing  considera¬ 
tions  of  Cltrift  and  his  Spirit,  ye  would  give  me  a  fel¬ 
lowship  in  all  your  addreffe3  to  God,  as  I  do  .you  in 
mine,  {chap.  i.  9.  to.)  joining  your  fervent  prayers  with 
my  own,  and  wrcitlmg  mightily,  like  perfons  in  good 
earned,  together  with  me,'  in  your  believing,  importu¬ 
nate,  and  perftvering  lupplicutions  for  my  guidance 
an  '■  protection,  and  lor  the  fpecial  prefence  and  bleULng 
of  God  with  me* 

31  That  T  may  3 1  And  particularly  pray  for  me,  that  by  an  over- 
be  tWivcrcd  from  ruling  providence,  in  my  prefent  journey  to  JerufaUm, 

tZT,  (vt  r*  2S*)  1  *"■!  efcaPe  the  fnar«>  and  bc  preferved 
ami  that  my  Ter*  from  the  malicious  defigns,  and  violent  outrage  and 
yiec  'Vh'ch  i  bavt  perfecutions  of  the  unbelieving,  difobedient, 

^swrpadofthe  a,id  refra<aoiy  Jev}S  there  }  who,  being  a  fee  of  unrea - 
feints;  /enable  and  -wicked  men,  (2  Thef.  iii.  2.)  are  my  invete¬ 

rate  enemies,  and  feek  to  ddlroy  me,  (Atis  xx.  22,  23, 
24.  compared  with  xxi.  28,  31.)  merely  for  my  fidelity 
and  zeal  in  preaching  the  pure  do&rine  of  j unification 
alone  thro*  faith  in  Ohrid,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law  j 
and  in  llrenuoufly  maintaining,  that  this,  and  all  the  o- 
thvr  privileges  and  bleflings  of  the  gofpel,  lye  as  open 
to  the  Gentiles  as  to  themfelves,  {chap,  iii.  28,  29,  30.) 
and  I  earnefUy  in  treat  your  prayers,  -  that  when  I  may, 
by  the  will  of  God,  arrive  at  Jeru/alent,  with  the  cha¬ 
ritable  contributions  of  the  t7rerfao  churches,  {ver.  25, 
2 60  this  noble  fervice,  which  is  fo  beneficial,  brother¬ 
ly,  and  well  deiigned  by  them  and  me,  may  not  be  rejec¬ 
ted  or  defpifed,  thro*  unhappy  prejudices ;  but  may  be 
kindly  andaffc&ionately  received  by  the  believing  Jews, 
who,  though  upright  honed  fouls,  are  too  zealous  for 
the  rights  of  the  Mofaic  law;  too  cool  towards,  and 
jealous  of,  the  converts  from  other  nations ;  and  too 
much  incenfed  againft  me,  by  means  of  falfe  and  invi¬ 
dious  reports,  as  if  I  had  abfolutely  forbid  thofb  belie¬ 
ving  Jems  that  live  among  the  Gentiles >  to  circumcife 
their  children,  or  toobferve  any  antient  cuftoms  of  their 
fathers,  {ARs  xxi.  20,  21.) 

31  That  I  may  32  One  great  motive  of  .my  defiring,  which  fltould 
con,“  make  you  the  more  fervent  ill  offering  up  your  prayers 
for  thefe  appearances  of  God  on  my  behalf,  is,  that,  be¬ 
ing  thus  profpered  in  my  prefent  way  and  work,  I  may 

be 
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come  unto  you  be  at  liberty,  God  willing,  to  profecute  my  intended 
"!jf  W th«  journey  to  you,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  you 
Wrty  with  you  be  with  the  greater  fatisfaflion  and  joy  to  us  all  ♦,  and  that 
rrfreflicd.  I  may  take  feme  reft  with  you  after  my  fatigues,  {*■=»*■*- 

2nd  be  comforted  in  the  enjoyment  of  your 
good  company,  and  in  our  conferring  together  about 
the  faith  which  God  has  wrought  in  us  feverally,  {chap. 
u  .i.  ia.)  and  about  his  gracious  anfwers  to  our  prayets- 
GoVof  r*itr  he  33  fn  the  mean  while,  as  the  bed  return  I  can  make 
with  you  ill.  for  what  I  have  been  aiking  of  you*  my  moil  ardent 
Amen.  wiflics  and  prayers  for  every  orb  of  you  are,  that,  as 

God  is  reconciled  to  us,  and  at  peace  with  us,  through 
the  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant,  and  is  the  foun¬ 
tain  and  author  of  all  definable  profperity  ;  and  as  he 
delights  in  his  peoples  pofle  fling  their  own  fouls  in  pa¬ 
tience  and  peace,  and  living  together  in  harmony  and 
love  ;  fo  he,  according  to  this  his  encouraging  and  en¬ 
dearing  character,  would  be  gracioufiy  prefent  with  you, 
by  the  fpecial  influences  of  his  Spirit,  to  unite  all  your 
hearts  in  brotherly  aife&ion  one  towards  another,  that 
there  may  be  no  party-temper,  jars,  ordifeords  among 
you  ;  and  that  he  would  blcfs  every  one  of  you,  with 
all  fpiritual  bk  flings  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  and  with  whatever 
clfe  he  fees  needful  and  heft  for  you,  relating  to  this 
world,  as  well  as  that  which  is  to  come.  Thus  may  it 
be ;  thus  I  humbly  truft  it  will  be,  in  teftimony  of 
which  1  heartily  fay,  Amen. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

With  what  tendernefs  and  Mf-dcnial  (hould  we  behave  towards  our  brethren 
la  Cbrift  1  We  fliould  bear  with  the  i r ftrrnities  of  the  weak ;  ftudy  to  plcafe 
everyone  for  his  edification  %  receive  into  our  affection  and  eoirnnunionaflth.it 
Chrifi  has  received  to  the  glory  of  Cod  ;  and  unite  in  glorifying  him  as  with  nne 
heart  and  voice.  Wliat  a  noble  pattern  has  our  Lord  fet  us  of  this  excellent  fpt- 
rit,  in  denying  bimfclf ;  in  the  reproaches  hefuftained  for  his  Father's  honour 
and  the  good  of  his  chinch  '  and  in  his  condelcendiiig  to  ait  the  part  of  a  mini, 
fler,  to  confirm  the  promifes  made  to  the  fathers,  that  the  Gmttltt  might  glo¬ 
rify  God,  rejoice  in  him.  and  praife  him,  for  making  them  equal  heirs  or  all  pri¬ 
vileges  and  bltffir-gs  with  the  jev/f.  What  a  rich  treafure  have  we  in  the  holy 
feriptnres,  which  were  written  for  our  tnftni&ion  and  comfort,  patience  and 
hope !  And  how  lb  on  Id  we  drive  together  in  prayer,  that  the  God  of  patience 
and  con  Colation  wov.trf  enable  us  to  make  fuch  life  of  them,  according  tn  the  mind 
of  Chrifl,  as  may  fill  us  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  and  caufc  us  to  a- 
bound  in  hope,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  }  Blcffed  be  God  fur  r’s 
mercy  to  us,  Gentile  tinners  !  We,  by  the  gofpei-difpenfation,  are  brought  un¬ 
der  the  Vlefliah’s  reign  ;  and  he  is  propofed  as  an  ohjed  of  faith  to  us,  who  were 
utter  ft  rangers  to  him  before,  that  we  might  trutt  in  him  ;  and  that  Gentile  be¬ 
lievers,  a od  their  fervice*,  might  be  acceptable  to  God  through  Jefus  Chrifl.  as 
a  pure  offering,  which  is  fanftifjed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  And,  O  what  an  honour 
doth  our  great  Lord  confer  upon  his  fervanU !  He  puts  them  into  the  mini  dry 
of  the  gofprl ;  and  makes  them  his  inftrnmcnts  for  the  converfion  of  tinners,  and 
for  further  helping  them  thgt  have  believed  through  grace.  Be  our  attainments 
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ever  fo  great  in  all  knowledge  apd  goudueJs,  fo  as  to  be  capable  of  admonUhing 
others;  yet  they  miniftry  in  Chaft’s  ordinance,  and  we  new  it,  for  revising,  im- 
preffiog,  and  improving  what  we  already  know  and  enjoy.  And*  O  how  de¬ 
lightful  and  advantageous  is  it;  to  have  the  gofpd  with  the  fulnefe  of  its  blediDgs! 
And  what  a  wide  and  glorious  fp read  doth  it  take ;  and  what  wonderful  happy 
effttfte  doth  it  produce,  when  attended  with  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  which  rc* 
fidcs  in  him*  as  a  divinr  perfau,  and  is  exerted  by  him  1  This  gives  the  Tenants 
of  Chrift  great. occafion  of  glorying  in  the  Lord  :  They  aferib^  all  honour  to  him* 
and  would  take  none  tu  themfejves  ;  nor  wonld  they  boaft  of  any  thing  that  he 
has  not  wrought  by  them ;  ncr  invade  the  province  of  their  brethren  x  They  are 
dcGrous  to  go  and  work  wberefoever  Gnd  calls  them ;  and  they  fubmit  ail  their 
own  purposes  and  motions  for  his  fejvice,  to  his  will ;  they  cheerfully  encourage 
all  forts  of  benevolence,  by  the  love  of  Chrift  and  of  his  Spirit;  they  take  plea- 
ftire  in  converting  with  fdlow-Oriftians,  and  recommend  themfelvcs,  and  all 
thrir  labours,  to  their  prayers;  and  they  pour  out  their  own  hearts  to  God,  with 
fervent  defirc  that  h>vc  and  unity  may  abound  among  them,  and  that  the  God  of 
peace  may  be  with  ttiem,  A  wn. 


CHAP,  XVI* 

The  aptflh  recommends  Phebe,  a  member  of  the  church  at  Cenchrea,  to 
the  church  at  Rome,  i,  2-  Greets  Jet+eral  cf  his  friends  there  by  namet 
3,— 1 6.  Cautions  the  church  agawjt  fttcb  as  fomented  divifons  a - 

mong  them>  17, — 20.  Mentions  various  perfins  that  joined  in  Chri - 
jtian  falutatvms  with  him ,  21,-24*  And  concludes  the  epijlle  with 
an  afeription  qf  glory  to  Gody  Jor  extending  the goJpeUrtvelation^  with 
all  its  blefftngSi  to  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  25,-27. 

Paraphrase. 

TTAVING  gone  through  my  principal  defign  in 
drawing  out  the  fcheme  of  the  gofpel,  with  refpc£t 
to  its  molt  important  points,  I  take  tbc  liberty,  before 
I  conclude*  to  recommend  to  your  molt  refpectful  rc* 
gards,  care,  and  kindnefs,  our  dear  fitter  in  the  faith 
and  fellowihtp  of  tbc  gofpcl  *,  Pbebe  by  name,  who  is 
an  excellent  member*  and  much  employed  in  the  Tem¬ 
poral  fervices  of  the  church,  which  ordinarily  affemhles 
for  religious  worlhipand  dtfcipline*  according  totheap* 
pointment  of  Chrift,  at  Cenchrea%  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Corinth * 

2  I 

NOTE; 

*  Pbtbe,  who  probably  u*as  the  bearer  of  cd  from  the  apofljc's  dirc£t:ons  abort  it* 
this  cpiftle,  as  the  poftlVripl  tvers*  teams  to  i  T,m,  s.  4,  P*  *o*  Or  if  (JijxwO)  <t  Urvant 
have  been  a  gentlewoman  <d  evuliderablc  be  here,  as  a  mort  gc  octal  to 

ratik;  and  vet  uf  fuch  pdiicnt  piety,  t!«t  f.giuiy  ope  that  U  ftaicdlv  employed  in  any 
Ac  did  not  difilain  to  be  a  iervant,  or,  sc*  ibrt  of  fcrricc.  tfhe,  like  the  good  womien, 
cording  tn  the  ftrlfteft  ftnfe  of  the  wont*  that  ( MumO  pettificred  to  ourj^rd  tf  thm 
a  deacnnnds*  or  affilUnt  to  the  (Luke  viii.  3.}  made  it  her  bulL 

deacons  at  the  church  at  Cwtor*,  a  ft*-povt  mis  to  t'nlLTlain  mimtters  and  I* rangers  at 
town,  and  one  of  the  haraii  of  Czrittih,  u>  a  her  tiw  it  curt.  and  perhaps,  at  her  own  Nmra* 
little  dillance  from  that  city;  though  that  ns  uni  as  to  vjfit  and  relieve  the  hdt  and 
other  was  moft  commonly  lodged  in  the  hands  poof . 
ofpctff  ^nd  wiijois,  a*  may  be  e*thcr- 


Text. 

T  Commend  unto 
’  you  Pbebe  our 
lifter*  which  is 
a  terrain  of  the 
cH  ureh  wli  idi  u 
{it  Ccachtea: 
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57* 


The  EplJHc  to  the  Romans  paraphraftl. 


i  Tkat  jere-  3  I  be  leech  you  to  receive  her  into  your  ChrilHan  af- 
hn  beeom-  an<l  holy  ■  communion,  in  the  name,  and  for 

«th  faints,  and  the  fake  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  (Afatth.  xviii.  j.)  as  ir  is  lit 
that  ye  afllft  her  and  becoming  for  one  church  to  do  Toward  the  regular 
CiLet^^rhaih  members  of  another,  by  virtue  of  their  common  relation 
need  of  you:  for  to  Chrilt,  as  their  head,  .and  to  each  other,  as  fainrs  *; 
(be  Iwth  been  i  aiM|  |  camcftly  defire,  that  ye  would  be  fo  kind,  as  to 
nyviudofmyftlf  ,ecomin,,,1<I  and  ftand  by  her,  to  the  utmoll 

ajfo.  of  youi  power,  in  thofe  civil  affairs  which  ihe  is  come 

as  a  Granger  to  tranfafl  at  Rome,  and  in  which  Hie  may 
need  your  counfel,  countenance  and  other  affiftance,  for 
the  better  difpatching  it.  She  is  worthy  of  all  my  com* 
mendations,  and  of  the  beft  reception,  and  moft  friend¬ 
ly  treatment,  that  any  of  you  can  give  ber :  For  (he  has 
been  a  generous  patronets,  (*?**■'*)  in  hofpitality  en¬ 
tertaining,  harbonring,  and  providing  for  many  poor 
Chriftiarts  and  deflitute  ftrangers  j  and  gratitude  obligee 
me  to  lay,  that  I  myfelf  have  had  large  experience  of 
her  gencmfity  and  tendernefs,  in  times  of  my  exigence 
and  diftrefs. 


j  Greet  Prif- 
ctlU  and  A^uila 
my  helpers  tit 
Chrilt  Jeiuj; 


4  (Who  hare 
for 


3  As  I  have  exprefled  my  affeftionatc  defires  of  the 
left  of  bfcflings  for  you  all,  {chap.  i.  7,  and  xv*  33*)  fo 
1  beg  that  ye  would  make  my  kindefl  religious  refpects 
acceptable  f  to  fuch  Chriftian  friends  among  you  as  I 
have  the  pleafure  of  perfonaUy  knowing,  fame  of  them 
Jr ws  and  others  Gentiles*  fome  males  and  o£her s  female-, 
they  being  all  one  in  Chrift  Jefus,  GaL  iiU  28.  ;  as  par¬ 
ticularly  my  fincereft  wilhe^  for  all  grace  and  peace  to 
9ttend  the  pious,  evangelical,  and  prudent  Prif cilia ,  (fee 
the  note  on  JQs  xviii,  18,)  who  is  alfo  called  Prijtay  (2 
Tim.  iv.  19.)  and  her  no  left  excellent  hufb&nd  Jquiia\ 
my  good  old  friends  and  acquaintance,  with  whom  I 
lodged  fome  years  ago  at  Corinth ,  and  worked  at  their 
trade  to  cam  my  bread,  {J8s  xviii.  2*  3.)  and  found  an 
hearty  welcome  for  Chrift’s  fake  \  and,  in  their  private 
capacities,  rbey  very  much  fobferved  the  ufofulnefs  and 
fu  reefs  of  my  minUieri&l  labours  in  the  Lord.  (ABs  xviii. 
26,-28.) 

4  Yea,  over  and  above  all  this,  fo  great  was  their 
zeal  and  ftcadtncfs  for  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  and  fo  for* 


vent 


NOTES, 

*  It  u  highly  probable  that  P*oebe  went  to  f  The  word  {t*r*aa-xo3t}  which  is  pro- 
Rime  upon  fome  frcuhr  bufinefe  of  her  own,  roiicuonfly  rendered  fbmetimes  jfrrrr,  umi  at 
which  was  to  be  many  fed  in  the  city,  or  at  others  in  this  and  t  lie  following  t 
court  1  and  fo  their  hr  in  what  fie  h  the  feme;  and  deifies  any  corcricai:;,  tu- 

may  relate  to  their  doing  all  they  gaging,  and  rdpe&ful  way  of  ciprefimg,  hy 
oould>  to  be  of  fthvice  to  her  in  her  temporal  weed  or  afliont  our  good  withes  tor  the  pro- 
concerD.^  in  chfUtiOion  from  their  receiving  fperity  and  Juppinds  of  thole  whoni  we  j-1. 
hr  in  *h  £orif,  or  into  th^ir  Chriftian  friend-  dras,  eidtfr  wnen  wc  are  prefcnt  with  thtm, 
fljip  and  ftrUowihip  for  fp&tuaL  purposes,  or  abfent  from  L bom.  {St*  the  note  ou  vtr*  if.) 
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for  m y  life  laid 
dmvn  their  tiwn 
necks:  unto  whom 
not  only  l  give 

thanks,  but  ahb 

ail  the  churches 
of  the  Gnttilrs.) 


j  Likenifc^J 
the  church  thatU 
In  their  hcu*e. 
Salute  my  well- 
beloved  Epcnc- 
Iti?,  wbn  U  the 
fird' fruits  of  A 
chsia 


▼ent  their  afft£lion  to  me,  thar*  when  I  was  in  the  ut> 
moft  danger,  they,  like  perfons  ready  to  offrr  their  own 
necks  to  the  halter,  to  ttranglmg,  or  any  kind  of  death, 
inflead  of  their  friends,  ventured  to  run  all  rifles  f ,  even 
to  the  hazarding  their  own  lives  for  laving  mine;  to 
whom  I,  Aill  retaining  a  moft  grateful  and  touching 
fenfe  of  that  uncommon  uiftanct  of  kindnefr,  take  this 
opportunity  of  returning  my  hearty  thanks  ;  and  not  I 
only,  but  all  the  churches  of  Chritt  among  the  GcntxUsj 
(wnofe  apoille  I  am,  and  for  whofe  conversion,  fettle- 
menr,  and  edification,  I  h:ivc  chiefly  laboured  ever  iiuce) 
think  them felves  highly  beholden  to  them  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  and  bound  in  gratitude  to  acknowledge  i:,  which 
I  now  do  in  their  name. 

5  In  this  my  Chriftnn  fniutation  of  that  exemplary 
hufband  and  wife,  I  include  the  whole  of  their  religi¬ 
ous  family  which,  by  the  bJelfing  of  God  on  their 
good  example,  diligent  inttru&ions,  and  prudent  regu¬ 
lations,  is  like  a  church  of  Cimft,  for  its  dated  worlhip 
of  God,  purity  of  manners,  and  beautiful  order*  Next 
to  thefe,  I  beg  that  my  Chrifiiun  rcfpe£h  may  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  dear  Epcnctus^  wlw^  according  to  the  fig- 
niG cation  of  his  name,  (£*amrPf  j  indeed  worthy  ro  be 
praifed  ;  and  whom  I  think  of  with  peculiar  pleafurc, 
when  1  reflect  that,  by  means  of  my  miniitry,  he  was 
the  fir  ft  convert  to  Chrifl  in  all  the  regions  of  Jchaia  ; 

and 


NOTES. 


f  The  hazard  that  A<ptUa  and  PrifcitU 
rau  for  the  apnftie’s  prefervation,  was  proba¬ 
bly  at  when  the  Jttns  Mptfidthta- 

fetvts  §!nff  turned  \  or  w  hen  tney  made  an 

inpftrtfiifai  rjiih  one  cu~ccrd  again/*  hhny  and 

bwaght  hixi  re  tbtjttJpm'Bi-fiai,  {Atks  xviii.  6t 
ii,  I}*)  And  as  fie  had  declared,  (ver*  d,) 
that  from  tbfncefirih  itc  Tu\tf  gb  to  the  Gentiles* 
It  Iheved  an  excellent  fpirit  In  a  'Jtwifk  con- 
pie,  tlut  they  would  nercrthelefs  expofe  their 
mvn  livt-s  fur  the  relcuing  of  his  ;  and  the  a- 
pnllie  here  mentions  the  erateful  feu  fc  which 
alt  the  GeutiU  church  es'had  of  this,  to  fhew 
hmr  ready  Mrj  were  to  lay  afide  alt  party-dif¬ 
ference,  arcu  cultivate  a  brotherly  temper  to¬ 
ward  Jcvrip  believeri;;  and  thereby  infuiuatCS, 
that  thofe  of  the  cirttuncifion  ought  to  do 
the  like  toward  them :  examples  of  both 
which  he  now  himfrjf  fitting  in  his  own 
atU>r1ion:tte  fhJutatUms  of  each  of  tKcfc  forts 
of  Chrifthns  promifcuouily,  and  without  dif- 
tinltfon* 

}  I  would  rather  under  (land  Me  church  hi 
ihtir  hitfc  to  mean  their  Chrift  bn  family, 
than  any  other  religious  Ibeicty  that  ufiinlly 
met  at  their  heufe:  Eor  it  dues,  nui  appear 
tb.it  there  was  more  than  one  church,  pro* 
puly  ipcaking,  at  SLofnCf  and  the  church 


here  fainted  is  fpoken  of,  as  diftlnft  from 
that  to  which  the  apoAlc  was  writing  Nor 
doth  it  feem  likely  that  he  fln*ild  hereby 
mean  aoy  company  of  t^hriftians,  that  were 
wont  to  aflemble  at  thc:r  hcttlc  for  religion* 
worfliip  ;  bixiutfe  tvis  ft-mdsin  the  lift  of  ^r* 
timiar  perJons  and  families,  u>  whom  he  lent 
fpecial  Jalutaiious,  and  ilveial  of  theft  might 
probably  frequent  tliofe  .ificmblics,  if  any 
luch  were  hnd  there  :  Rut  a£  A^Ua  and 
Prif cilia  were  perions  of  eminence  for  piety, 
it  is  to  be  fuppolal  that  they  took  great  care 
of  the  religious  all  ica  lion  ^nd  govtrriinent  of 
thdr  family  ;  and,  like  would  sdjn:t 

of  none  to  reftdc  in  ft,  livir  Ihould  not  jobi 
with  them  in  their  holy  resolution  to  fctve 
t)ic  Lord ;  and  therefore  when  they  Jujoura* 
cd  in  A/ui^  we  fikcwllc  read  of  tht  church  i* 
their  hmjrt  (i  Cor,  xvi,  ip,J  which  Icems  to 
bet heiame that  i;  taken  notice  hvrr.  And, 
perhaps,  wherever  we  read  of  the  church  itk 
any  ont's  liouie,  it  i.'  to  intirraic  that  the 
Tii&cJe  hmiht  were  ClinilLuis ;  whereat  when 

nor  all,  but  t*rdy  few-*  tit  a  fmriy  %vr rc  con¬ 
vened,  they  arc  ibid  to  he  tf~  ibr  hsttjt+iU  of 
or.eard  smother  pcrfl.T,  or  &x  f.:his 
trahrrn  that  wei in  vcr.  jo,  h, 
*4,  f  J. 
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chiu  uofoChriff 


6  C  rat  Wiry, 
vho  bt-flowrd 
meek  labour  on 

US, 


1  Slime  An- 
drenitns  and  ju- 
ni*  my  kinfm^n, 
and  my  fdtow^ 

jlnfimeTs,  whom 

of  note  among 
the  apofttc*,  who 
alfo  were  i  a  Christ 
before  me* 


and  fo*  like  the  firft  fruits  that  were  offered  to  God  un¬ 
der  the  bw,  was  Grit  dedicated  as  an  oblation  highly 
pleating  to  him  **  and  had  the  honour  of  being  the 
pledge  and  carneft  of  the  great  harveft  of  fouls  in  that 
province,  which  have  fince  oeen  gathered  in  to  the  Lord* 
(Afil  3TUU  to.) 

6  My  grateful  wifhes  of  all  manner  of  profperity  like- 
wife  attend  that  Mary  -ft,  who  has  fignalized  her&'lf 
by  the  great  pains  the  has  taken  in  performing  many  kind 
offices  of  love  and  friendftiip,  as  occafions  required,  to¬ 
ward  me  ;  and  toward  my  fellow-labourers  in  the  gof- 
pd,  which  I  take  as  done  *o  myfdf* 

7  Let  the  fame  recommendations  of  Chriftian  love 
be  given  to  Androniau  J  and  Jtmia^  my  kindred  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  flefh,  who  were  convened  from  among  the 
Jruny  and  fo  are  doubly  dear  to  m:,  by  the  bonds  of 
nature  and  of  grace}  and  they  are  dearer  to  me  as, 
for  their  faithfulnefs  and  zeal  in  the  caufeofChrift,  thry 
have  cheur fully  and  patiently  fullered  imprifenmenr  as 
well  as  myfelf:  I  think  of  them  with  pleifure,  as  firft- 
ratc  ChritUans,  whofe  eminence  for  gifts,  grace®,  he¬ 
roic  fuffering^,  and  fignal  fervices,  hath  nude  them  fa¬ 
mous,  and  given  them  great  reputation  and  efteetn  a- 
jnong  the-  apoftlcs  of  our  Lord  Jefus:  And,  as  an  addi¬ 
tional  honour  to  all  this,  they  got  the  ftart  of  me,  as 
being  brought  to  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  and  vitally  united 
to  him  ||,  before  I  myfelf  was  called  by  grace,  and  taken 


NOTES. 


*  The  houft  of  Stephanas  is  alfo  called  the 
firff  /rafts  of  Achdza^  i  Cor.  xvi.  is*  becaqfe 
as  Kpcnttbs  was  the  firtt  jin^h  p£rfiMt  fi>  thst 
was  the  fitft  famtlj  #!iich  embraced  the  faith 
of  Cbitft ;  and,  perhaps,  Eptnttv j  was  one 
of  that  bou fluid,  and  the  firft  convened  in 
it.  But  the  Alexandria*  and  fume  other  co¬ 
pies,  and  livttal  anikm  verftom  and 
mental  ora,  here  read  Afi4t  inftetd  of  JUhata. 
Yid-  MtL  Nov.  Teft. 

f  Some  frppofc  that  the  apoft'e  had  met 
with  this  Marj  in  his  travels  at  C&ruiibt  An- 
heci,  or  fume  other  place,  and  that  ihe  had 
been  exceeding  diligent  iu  fupplymg  Ms 
wants,  and  taking  care  of  him,  aifildit  ail 
his  fatigues :  But  others  think  he  only  meant 
that  FHc  had  been  eminently  ferviceahfe  in  en¬ 
tertaining,  and  fhswhig  kindnefs  to  his  Chri- 
ftbn  friends  and  brethren,  which  were  tm- 
barbed  in  the  Ante  glorious  caw fc  with  h;m- 
fclfi  and  that  he  cflecrncd  this,  as  if  he  him* 
felf  had  perfonally  received  tlw  benefit  of  It. 

$  As  Junta  mijht  be  the  name,  either  of 
4  man  or  woman,  fomc  take  Audr$$tizs  and 
Jada  to  have  been  bretixrcn  ;  aad  ethers,  to 


have  been  brother  and  fitter,  or  husband  and 
wife,  both  of  which  vjereUieapafSlc'fchindud, 
as  Jcvr$t  aud  perhaps  of  the  Anne  tribe  *kh 
hamivlF,  or  ftitl  more  nearly  trial rd  to  hrn„ 
They  were  tikewjfe  frilo  ur -'offerers  with  hi.Ti 
for  die  hike  of  Chrift,  poflibly  in  the  in  me 
priloa  with  him,  at  Philippi  t  or  id  fbmc  o- 
thcr  of  his  confinements,  which  he  fpiaks  of, 
a  C?r.  xi.  tj.  and  tlivy  wc  per/bn s  of  emi¬ 
nence,  probably  for  tbrir  worldly  circuit* 
ftarv  cs,  but  principally  for  .vUgitm ;  a;:d  by 
the  upoliic’s  laying,  they  were  irt  ChriJ  heftre 
frw.it  ferns  that  they  wereariongtbevervear- 
\\ti\  converts  either  fene  of  too  hundred  art  I 
twenty,  mentioned  Aclt  u  15.  or  of  the 
great  multitudes  that  were  converted  on 

day  of  Peulcevft}  ur  fen  afer^ards,  account « 

cf  which  we  have  in  At*s  ib  41*  and  iv.  4. 

||  To  he  hi  Chrij}*  is  thi  fiuDcwith  beln^ 
unUt'il  to  him ;  und  it  U  pkihi  that  the  ap^tt)  j 
Jieic  fpeaks  of  this,  wh^t  com  mci iced 
hdievin^;  othtrwite  he  rould  not  have  u\d 
that  theie  perfons  were  i#  Cb*::i  tefjre  h;r>- 
felf;  and  this  is  the  fete  in  he 
of  hchtg  fjt  Chr\jt$  x  Cur-  v*  1  j+ 


Cb.  xvi. 


%  Grttt  Am* 
plus  my  beloved 
m  the  Lot  d. 


g  Salute  Ur¬ 
bane  our  helper 
inChriM,  and  tttt- 
ehys  my  beloved. 


so  Salute  Ap¬ 
pellee  approved  \a 
i-hrift ,  Salute 
them  which  arc 
of  ArilfobalusT 
h,ufbo*M 


t  i  Sakttt  He* 
rodiin  my  hiof- 
man.  GrevUhem 
that  he  of  the 
hwfwld  of  Nar- 
rifliu,  which  art 
in  the  Lord. 


ji  Salute  Try- 
phena  and  Try-* 
phofii,  *-b  o  U  bo  ur 
in  the  Lord.  Sa¬ 
lute  the  be  bred 
Perils,  which  la¬ 
boured  much  in 
the  Lord. 


The  Epiftle  to  the  Romans  par&phrajed*  yyj 

into  the  near  and  happy  relation  of  a  member  of  that 
fpiritual  body*  of  which  he  is  the  head* 

8  Salute  the  well-known  Amelias  in  my  name*  whom 
I  greatly  efteem  for  Chrift’s  fake,  as  one  who  belongs 
to  him,  bears  his  image*  is  beloved  of  him*  and  loves 
him.  . 

9  Aflure  Urbane  of  my  beft  remembrances  of  him, 
who  has  been  afliftant  to  me  and  other**  in  helping  for¬ 
ward  the  work  of  Chrift,  and  is*  I  make  no  doubt,  one 
of  his  fincere  members  ;  and  do  the  fame  to  Stachys^ 
my  dear  brother,  whom  I  love  in  the  Lord,  and  fur  his 
fake. 

to  Salute*  in  the  fame  Chriftian  manner  from  me, 
the  excellent  Apelles^  who  has  been  tried  and  proved, 
and  juiily  accounted  to  be  a  judicious*  faithful  and  zeal¬ 
ous  difciple  and  fervant  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  in  his  labours 
and  fufferings  for  hrs  fake,  and  proved  of  God  through 
him:  Convey  the  tike  falmations  to  all  thole  believers 
that  belong  to  the  family  of  Aryiobulus  *,  what  rank  or 
ftation  foever  they  hold  in  it. 

ri  The  like  holy  and  friendly  greetings  I  fend  to  He- 
rediattf  whom  I  love  as  my  kinfman  by  nature*  (fee 
the  firft  note  on  ver*  7,)  but  with  Hill  more  abundant 
endearment,  on  account  of  that  better  relation  of  bre¬ 
thren  which  we  now  bear  one  to  the  other,  through 
faith  in  GhriCt :  My  molt  cordial  refpefls  alfo  attend 
thofe  domeftics  of  Narcijfus  that  make  a  credible 
profeffion  of  their  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus*  be  they  more 
or  lefs,  as  if  I  particularly  mentioned  them  by  name. 

12  Let  me  be  further  remembered  particularly  to 
Tryphena.  and  Tryph§/a}  thofe  good  women*  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  abilities  and  Rations*  lay  themfelvcs 
out  in  promoting  the  intereft  of  Chrift*  for  hts^glory, 
and  by  his  affiftance:  And  let  the  excellent  Perfxs ,  who 
i$  beloved  of  God  amJ  his  people,  know  the  place  flie 
has  in  my  affectionate  deli  res  of  her  fpirituai  welfare, 
who  has  taken  Rill  more  abundant  pains,  and  been  more 
remarkably  and  eitenfivcly  ufcful,  in  her  fpliere  for  help¬ 
ing 

H  0  T  E  S. 


*  Tt  is  imagined  by  Ante,  that  cither  An- 
jlahttitti  was  dead,  or  was  abthut  from  Jfowr, 
cr  oot  as  yet  converted  1  and  therefore 
the  apoftlc  intended  only  fuch  be&ercrs,  whe¬ 
ther  wife,  children,  or  iemntX,  i£  belonged 
to  his  family. 

f  This  N^ciffks  h  thought  by  many  to 
have  been  the  perfon  of  that  name,  whom 
£sAssinsr  in  the  lift  of  Cfaudimt  C&p.ry  l peaks 
of  as  u  very  H^h,  but  wicked  min  :  And  as 
there  were  Lints  iu  AV/t^s  houiV*  Phih  t*. 


fo  there  were  fume  of  that  character  In  this* 
great  man**  h*>u&  ;  which  Jhcurs  that  grace 
ibmetimes  makes  a  fovcnrVr  dtflinrtinn  ,*a 
leaving  the  matter,  and  calling  the  Jcrvant; 
and  that  when  Providence  CiJb  truly  religi¬ 
ous  per  Jo  11$  tmder  bad  mailers  titty  may, 
and  ought  to  ferve  thou,  with  a  *™d  enn- 
loence,  in  all  the  buhir-is  of  their  civil  rcia*- 
tiou,  accordion  to  the  exhortations  in  1  lint. 
tu  1*  1*  and  1  Pd.  Li,  i3» 
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i )  Salute  Ru¬ 
fus  chofta  in  the 
I,o*  d*  and  hi* 
mother  and  mine. 


T4  Salute  A* 
fyucritut,  Pbtc* 
gun,  HetmasJPa- 
troloi*  Hermes 
and  the  brethren 
which  are  with 
them. 

>5  Salute  Phi- 
lefogut  and  Ju¬ 
lia!  Her cds,  and 
his  fitter,  and 
Olympas,  and  all 
the  faints  which 
v<  with  than. 


ing  forward  to  thp  caufe  of  Chrift,  in  the  fervours  of 
her  love  to  him,  and  under  his  I  nil  tie  nee* 

13  Salute  Rufus  +,  that  eminent  faint,  whole  rich 
attainments  ia  grace,  as  well  as  gifts*  render  him  a 
choice  Chriitian  indeed ;  and  plainly  (hew*  that  he  is 
one,  who  was  chofen  of  God,  in  Chrift,  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  to  be  holy  her-,  aud  happy 
for  ever,  (Epb*  L  4*)  Include  alfo  in  this  falutatiod 
his  exemplary  good  mother,  whole  venerable  age  and 
accompli  I  h  meats,  as  well  as  her  fpiritual  aiFe£Uonf 
and  motherly  care  and  kindnefs  for  me,  ratfe  as  en¬ 
dearing  and  refpe&ful  femimems  in  my  heart  towards 
her,  as  if  I  had  proceeded  from  her  own  bowels. 

14  Greet  likewife  the  following  Chriflian  friends  by 
name  J,  whofe  praifes  are  among  you  ;  as  particularly 
A(yncritUt%  PbUgon ,  Hennas*  Pntr*bas9  Jitrmesf  and 
all  thofc  brethren  and  filters  in  the  faith  and  fdlowfhip 
of  the  gofpel,  that  belong  to  their  refpccUve  families* 

15  And,  to  fpecify  but  three  or  four  more,  Salute 
Philologus  and  Jutia%  Nentts  and  his  filler,  who  is  fo» 
both  in  a  natural  and  fpiritual  fenfe,  as  they  zfe  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  fame  earthly  parentage,  and  of  the  fame 
heavenly  Father;  and  add  to  thefe  Olymp<i,$y  together 
with  'all  thofc  holy  profcflois  of  Chrift  that  dwell  in 
(heir  feveral  houfes,  fraiy  the  bleJTmg  of  the  Lord  reft 
upon  all,  and  every  one  of  the  above-mentioned  perlbns ! 

16  But 


n  o  1 

f  This  items  to  have  been  Ea/W,  tl \c  ion 
of  £* wait  the  Cyrcniaa^  who  is  mentioned 
JIT  ark  xt*  11.  and  when  the  apoille,  here 
/peaking  of  his  mother,  fayfi,  Jrj  mother  <r«i 
ndatr ;  it  is  not  to  be  underftood,  as  if  they 
were  both  her  funs  according  tw  the  fled)  ; 
But  (he  was  R#fui\  mother  by  nature,  And 
by  Christian  love  and  kindfieft ;  (he 
having  probably  fhewa  ibme  peculiar  mother¬ 
ly  tenoernds  to  him,  and  he  having  the 
sUfcftion  of  a  Jon  towards  her*  according  to 
wbat-our  Lord  had  recommended  to  his  own 
mother  A iaryt  and  the  beloved  dijciple,  lay¬ 
ing  to  her,  Bcfoid  thj  fen  ;  and  to  himt  Be- 
fold  thy  m*tfort  (John  xix.  *6,  17.)  Arul 
Jb  utir  apoftle  exhorts  Timet  h  to  treat  tic  tl* 
dcr  women,  of  a  religious  chanutar,  ai  me- 
liters,  (1 Tim.  v.  x.) 

J  In  this  and  the  next  verfe  the  apnftb 
fpecifies  feveral  believers  whom  Ik:  fain¬ 
ted  ;  but  of  whom  we  know  nothing  more 
with  certainty  than  their  names,  mult  of 
whiih  btittg  Greek,  it  is  probable  that  they 
were  converts  of  Gretfon  extiafl,  that  lived 
at Kerne,  Hermit,  who  is  mentWnrd  among 
them,  was  ;liwpht  by  Origin  to  have liccn  the 
author  of  an  ancient  book  called  ike  fatter  \ 
and  is  ftippolcd  by  fume  to  be  tin: 


E  S 

of  Phikhgxi  t  But  the  npnttb  and  the  church 
at  Kent  w«c  fu  well  myosin  ted  with  alt  tick 
periods,  tint  be  only  needed  juft  10  Jtirnth.q 
tlirin  (  and  may  ftippole  that  they  ncr; 
people  o:  fbme  jpod  note  and  crainurne,  rn 
one  account  ct  "tber ;  and  thit  their  fami¬ 
lies  were  Chrlftjaniied,  and  contained  uuh 
domcitics,  as  arc  called  the  brethren,  ttad  mh-ts 
that  were  wbi  than.  But  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  in  ail  this  lift  of  lo  many  perfans  Ly 
name,  whom  the  apniUe  lulu  led,  he  took  r.o 
manner  of  notice  of  Peit,rJ  as  mull  have  Iren 
txpeffced,  had  he  then  been  biftop  of 
as  the  papifk  pretend;  and  when,  tong  af¬ 
ter  this,  our  apoftle  lent  ftlttutions  from  fo- 
vetdl  at  MctKC,  and  particularly  mtoii^ncd 
Others,  thil  «erc  to  on c  place  and  in- 
cuher  from  thence,  in  x  Tint .  iv,  to,  u,  rjt 
ai.  (the  lall  of  bis  epiftlos,  vhich  he  *ro;e 
a  ii'.dc  before  hrs  death)  Lc  /kid  notbir.o  of 
JV&Tj  ckhcr  as  Lc  tig  ibcro,  or  as  gone  ui> 
any  itcalion  from  theoce  ;  and  therefore  ii  is 
highly  reaibfi.it> ■*  to  conclude,  ihct  all  popilh 
pretended  cJainrs  uodtr  iVw  as  hiluop  *•? 
Jtov  r,  are  mere  im  politic  ns  on  the  Chrift 
M'orld.  See  the  inftc.ry  cf  rt/rr^,  ^+i/^  zc  <  - 
ikes  flflJi/t'fMwmrHi.',  vol.  i-  f.  4r  Ov. 


Ch.  zvfc  Th*  fipijtlf  to  the  R.0M1KS  paraphras'd. 


if  Sahite  one 
another  vhh  an 
holy  kife,  The 
churches  of  Chrift 
blue  you. 


17  Not  I  be* 
leech  you,  bre¬ 
thren,  mark  them 
which  caufe  di- 
v  ifions 
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1 6  But  that  I  may  oot  feem  to  negle£fc  any  of  you, 
while  1  thus  particularize  fuch  as  arc  belt  known  to  me 
by  face,  or  chKraQer,  or  hoth,  1  intreat  that  all  of  you, 
whether  Jev/ijbot  Gentile  believers,  would  in  my  name, 
and  in  imitation  of  that  pattern  of  love  which  X  have 
fet  you,  fliew  your  mutual  atfc&ion,  harmony,  and 
peace,  in  every  way  that  is  worthy  your  Chriitian  pro- 
feilion  :  And  as  filming  one  another  is  cuilomarily  u* 
fed  in  civil  fociety,  and  in  the  churches  of  Chi  ill,  in 
token  of  the  molt  hearty  friendlhip  and  refpedt  f,  fee 
that  yc  give  this  teftimony  of  your  brotherly  regard* 
one  to  another,  by  fuch  a  kifs,  as  is  attended  with  the 
utmoft  chaftity,  fincerity,  and  fpiritual  affe&ton,  as  be- 
cometh  faints,  that  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart 
fervently,  (l  Pet.  i.  22.)  .Still  further  to  induce  you  ro 
tbis,  let  me  add,  that  the  churches  hereabouts,  which 
are  of  Chrift's  own  inftitutton,  in  which  he  dwells  by 
his  Spirit,  and  is  owned  and  honoured  by  their  faith  and 
love,  worfliip  and  obedience,  defirc,  in  reilimony  of 
their  brotherly  kindnefs  and  communion,  to  be  moll  af¬ 
fectionately  remembered  to  you  all,  as  fellow  Chritti- 
ans,  who  cordially  wiih  and  pray  for  your  profperity  ip 
all  things,  relating  to  this  world  and  a  better. 

17  Now,  in  order  to  the  cultivating  and  maintaining 

a  true  fpirit  of  Chriftian  love  among  yourfelves,  I  ear* 
neftly  intreat  and  exhort  you,  my  dear  brethren  in  the 
Lord,  that,  like  perfons  (landing  on  a  watch* tower  to 
defery  their  enemies,  ye  would  take  care  to  ob- 

ferve  with  diligence  and  attention  the  fir  ft  approaches, 
the  management  and  defign  of  thofe  falfe  teachers,  and 
their  adherents,  who  endeavour  to  fow  the  feeds  of 
difeord  and  contention  among  yoo,  and  to  rend  and  tear 
you  to  pieces,  and  form  parties  among  you;  and  who 
would  lay  ftumbting-blocks  in  your  way,  to  call  you 
down  from  your  fteadfaftnefs  in  the  faith,  by  their  pro* 

pagating 

T  E. 

this  religious  kifs  was  given  by  die  men  a* 
pirt,  and  by  the  women  apart ;  and  that  by 
this  fymhol  they  fhewed  that  ChriftUns  ** 
filch*  were  equal ;  bcrauA  among  the 
and  other  calfcrn  nations,  equals  knictl  one 
another**  cheeks,  but  inferiors  killed  only  the 
hand  of  tuperiors,  as  fubjedsdo  the  hand  of 
the  prince  at  tills  clay.  However,  as  this  cu- 
ftotn  among  th e  churches  of  Chrift  had  no 
foundation  in  divine  and  was  af* 

ter  wards  abufed,  it  was  gradually  laid  afide, 
to  prevent  all  appearance  of  indecency  in 
looter  ages.  See  the  note  on  ver.  3.  and  Btza% 
QreYift,  llam/mniJi  and  WtLyou  this  phet. 


N  0 

f  Salntfog  one  another  on  the  face,  in  to¬ 
ken  of  refpe&and  friendship,  was  an  antitnt 
and  common  coftom  among  both  Jcv*s  and 
CctttlU  1;  and  was  continued  for  fume  time 
among  the  primitive  Chriftian  $  in  their  reli¬ 
gions  aJ&mbJies,  ud  pammUrly  at  the  end 
of  their  prayen  before  tbt  celebration  of  the 
Lord**  flipper,  to  teftify  their  mutual  love ; 
And  therefore  It  was  called  not  only  the  bolj 
hf*  here  end  elfcwhcre,  to  diCllnguiih  it  rron 
Chat  which  wi$  of  the  titim/w,  or  wrrWy  of 
the  dvil  kind,  hot  *!<o  the  kft  of  ebantj, 
(r  Pel.  v.  14.)  to  dirt ingirih  it  from  tliat 
which  was  otlly  wmpti mutely  or  was  frracbc~ 
like  that  of  'JuJal  But  fame 'think  that 

VoL.  tit-  f  O 
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vifiani  and  of- 
ft.uct',  contrary 
to  the  dcArinc 
which  je  have 
[earned;  and  aVoid 
them. 


pagatinp  pernicious  opinions  and  practices,  that  arc  dif¬ 
ferent  from,  and  contrary  ro,  the  puredo&rines  of  the 
gofpcl,  which  ye  hare  been  taughr,  and  have  recenred 
by  the  miniftrations  of  the  infpired  fervams  of  Chrift ; 
and  which  are  the  touch-ftone  of  truth,  and  the  infalli¬ 
ble  rule  of  faith,  love,  and  obedience ;  look  well  to 
thofe  reducers,  and  take  heed  of  them,  left  ye  be  enfna- 
red  and  perverted  by  them  t  And,  as  ever  ye  would 
preferve  your  owo  purity,  peace,  and  comfort,  Hum 
their  communion,  and  all  uonecefTar?  converfatiou  with 
tbem  }  and  keep  at  a  cautious  diftance  from  them. 

I S  For  they,  that  are  of  fuch  a  Tpirit  and  temper, 
and  are  carrying  on  fuch  injurious  defigns,  are  not 
(whatever  they  pretend  to)  thetrue  fervants  of  our  Lord, 
the  only  prophet,  prieft,  and  king  of  the  church:  They 


*8  Vor  ihsy 
tSat  arc  fuch  firve 
not  our  Lon]  Je- 
Gas  Chrift,  bite 

their  own  belly  ^  _  _  _  __ _ 

ana  ** °  not  Prcac£  his  doGrine,  nor  do  they  either  really,  or 
iVctchts  deceive  intentionally  promote  his  intereft  and  glory  in  the  world} 
the  hurtj  of  the  fcurj  on  the  contrary,  they  are  artful  and  intriguing  men, 
p  '  .  that  are  governed  by  fome  private,  fmiftcr,  and  ftcular 

views,  either  for  the  avoiding  of  perfeeution,  and  pre- 
ferving  the  friend  [hip  of  this  world  f  or  for  making  a 
frey  of  you,  and  gratifying  their  own  carnal  appetites, 
Kite  thofe  whofc  god  is  their  heily^  and  who  mind  earth¬ 
ly  things  and  teach -thingf  which  they  aught  n$t7  for fil¬ 
thy  iucris  fake>  {Phil*  iii.  19,  and  Tit,  i.  u.J;  and,  to 
compafs  their  vile  ends,  they,  by  fcnooth,  flattering,  arid 
plan  fib]  e  words,  and  fp  caking  perfons  fair,  as  if  they 
meant  the  greateft  kindnds  to  them,  and  by  making 
high  profeflioOs  of  zeal  for  truth,  arid  the  honour  of 
God,  and  for  the  falvatiodof  men*s  fouts;  by  thefc,  and 
fuch  like  means*  they  impofe  upon  the  good  temper 
and  credulity  of  weak  and  incautious,  through  honeft 
and  well-meaning  people,  to  the  turning  of  them  afide 
front  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord. 

T9  I  am  greatly  defirous,  for  your  own  and  the  got* 
p^Fs  fakes,  that  none  of  you  may  be  unwarily  corrupted 
by  them:  *  For  your  readily  embracing  the  gofpel  of 
Chritl,  and  yielding  up  your  conferences  to  his  authori¬ 
ty  in  it,  by  the  obedience  of  faicb,  arc  foexamphry  and 
famous,  that  the  reports  of  them  arefpread  far  and  wide, 
and  are  every  where  talked  of,  to  your  honour,  among 
the  churches  all  around  you :  I  therefore  exceedingly  re¬ 
joice  on  your  account5  in  rdle&ion,  that  tbofc  falfe 

teachers 

.  note* 

*  It  is  wUh  ddrhirahlc  mfmuiUon  and  good  to  them  j  and  to  fwcetcn  their  fpims,  and 
judgment,  that  the  apnftfe,  in  the  farmer  give  hU  admonition  in  the  eiofe  of  the  verfr, 
parr  oi  *h*s  mentions  their  oM/cnte*  'the  greater  force,  and  the  c*£er aeccU  tathtlr 

ami  1  he  pkaftire  he  had  in  it,  to  ingratiate  minds. 

Lytic  if  wish  them ;  msnifeit  liU  own  love  t  ♦ 


*9  Kurpuiro^ 
lioiiknor  is  come 

ahtajd  unto  all 

w«'-  l  am  glad 
rhtrcfoTeon  y*,nr 
behalf;  bur  yet  l 
would 
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»«dM  h#»e  you  teachers  hare  not  yet  been  able  to  draw  you  a  wav  from 
'•hfcbUU° goo^  Complicity  which  t9  in  Chrift  ;  and  in  hope  that  ye 
nt  fimple  con-  will  ftill  be  preferred,  by  the  grace  of  God,  from  their 
ftmlng  niL  infe&ion :  But  yet,  confideriug  the  weahnefs  and  de¬ 
pravity  of  human  nature  in  its  bed  eftace  fince  the  fall  ; 
and  confidering  the  fubtilty  of  Satan  and  his  inftrn- 
tnents,  that  lye  in  wait  to  deceive,  apd  how  often  fair 
beginnings  have  proved  abortive;  it  may  be  needful  for 
tne  to  advife  you  to  befo  prudent  and  watchful,  as  to 
ditcern,  and  make  a  difference  between  good  and  evil, 
(ruth  and  error,  that,  having  proved  alt  things  >  ye  may 
bold fafi  that  which  it  goody  (i  Theft.  v,  ?  t.) ;  ami  at  the 
fame  rime,  I  would  fain  have  you  to  be  fo  inoffenfive, 
(aii/an;)  plain- hearted,  and  (incere,  that  ye  may  no  more 
deceive  or  injure  others,  than  be  deceived  or  injured  by 
them.  In  this  manner.  Be  ye  wife  asferpeats,  and  barm- 
kfs  as  doves ;  men  in  underfanding,  hut  children  in  ma¬ 
lice,  (Matth.  x.  1 6*  and  t  Cor.  siv.  to.)  that  are  quite 
’  unacquainted  with  envious,  fpiteful,  and  mifehicygus. 


aoAndtheGod 
<eF  pate  fhsll 
fcnnfc  Smart  nn- 
<ter.  four  fat 

Aortly.The  grace 
ef 


arts. 


zo  And,  for  your  comfort  and  encouragement  again  ft 
al]  the  adverfaries  that  the  devil  can  raile  again  ft  you, 
remember  that  ye  have  the  beft  of  allies  to  (land  by  you, 
and  thac'ail  your  conflicts  will  foon  be  over;  the  great 
God  himfelf,  who  is  at  peace  with  you,  and  reconciled 
ro  you,  through  the  blood  of  the  everiafting  covenant, 
{HeL  xiti.  zo.)  and  who  is  the  author  and  giver  of  all 
profperitjr  to  bis  people,  and  delights  in  their  being  at 
peace  among  tberafelves,  (z  Cor.  xiii.  it.);  this  God 
will,  in  a  very  little  time,  fubdue  .Satan  under  you  ■), 
according  to  the  firft  proraife  of  his  gracious  covenant, 
{Gen.  iii.  15.)  he  wilt  foon  reduce  this  formidable  ene¬ 
my,  and  all  bis  emiffanes,  and  defeat  their  malicious 
power  and  fnbtilry,  by  every  needful  and  fcafon able  ap¬ 
pearance  of  his  providence,  and  of  his  grace,  which  is 
fufficieni  for  you,  in  this  life,  (i  Cor.  xii.  9.) ;  and  will 

certainly 

NOTE. 

•f  Some  fuppoft  ihtt  the  jpoflle  herein  laiMrr  the  Grnt,  which  vrold 

md  10  G«C*  putting  an  omJ,  by  mean*  of  bring  Satan*  aid  all  bU  p-nlMdinj  a^rs^ 

into  a  flat*  of  fuhjetffan  to  ihc  church.  But 
*&  the  ft;  arc  ail  uncertain  conj^tu/cs^  about 
the  particular  meaning  of  theapofilc  In  thu 
pafligc,  it  appears  10  be  mnft  and 

unci  cep  tioniMt,  to  underft'tnd  him,  as  in¬ 
tending  the  glorioiis  victory,  which  all  trye 
believers  erbram,  throng]!  grace,  aver  SaUi* 
■tid  all  hU  iirftnimems  and  efforts^  of  what 
nature  foever;  which  begins  :n  thi>  life, 
will  foon  be  pcrfiftcd  int!;ilr  rumpHf  debt 
verancc  from  ail  hi  a  power,  ard  in  tbcJrtri- 
ctnpite  ur?ph  over  him  f-r  cwf  lo  lieavtw. 


fcrrzd  to  GcdTi  porting 
the  minTftry  of  hisfenrants,  to  the  JcdnAioos 
snd  which  wcit  fpirired  up  among 

the  Chnfii*u  at  Romt*  by  the  fubtilty  and 
malice  «f  the  devil;  others,  that  he  referred 
<o  the  deft  rut!  ion  of  wh*n  the 

pcfto'nn  yite/ti?*rs  would  b«  no  longer 
able  to  deceive  arrt  difrrefs  them  ;  of  that  he 
referred  to  the  fading  of  the  fpfye I  with 
great  fuereft  the  Gtuli/ci,  and  thereby 

(j  fling  wt  their  oracles,  and  vanquishing 
the  power  of  Sat:ur,  and  orh-Ts,  that  he  «- 
Sated  10  me  c?£verlJ?c  of  the  foman  «npi>e 
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of  ouv  I^ord  Jefus 
Chrill  be  with 
you.  Amen. 


it  Timothcu 

itiy  worit^Wlotf, 
And  l.ucins,  an<l 

and  Soli  pa- 
trTj  my  kinfaen, 
fa  lute  you. 


certainly  give  you  as  complete  and  triumphant  a  con- 
queft  Over  them  at  death,  as  tboTe  captains  of  I/rael  bad 
over  the  five  kings  of  rhe  Amorites ,  on  whofc  necks  Ja- 
Jbua  caufed  them  to  fee  their  feet,  {JoJb.z.  20.)  After  a 
few  more  weary  fteps,  trials,  and  cxercifes,  in  your  fpi— 
ritual  warfare,  ye  Ihall  come  ofF  more  than  conquerors 
over  .Satan,  and  all  the  enemies  of  yoar  fouls,  through 
him,  who  has  loved  you,  and  has  already  overcome  them 
for  you.  That  ye  may  be  thus  victorious  and  trium¬ 
phant  over  the  devil,  and  all  your  fpjritual  enemies,  my 
heart's  defire  and'  prayer  for  yon  is,  that  the  free  Jove 
and  favour  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  all  communi¬ 
cations  of  grace  from  him,  as  the  Saviour  of  his  body, 
the  church,  may  be  continually  and  abundantly  with 
you,  to  guide  and  flrengtfaen,  fanctify  and  comfort,  de¬ 
fend  and  fave  yon.  Amen.  So  may  it  be,  and  fo  I 
firmly  believe  it  will  be  *. 

21  Permit  me  yet  further  to  add,  that  Timothy^  whom 
I  with  pleafme  own  to  be  my  companion  in  labour 
and  travel,  and  who,  as  a  Jon  with  the  father ,  has  fer~ 
vfd  with  me  in  the  gofpely  (Phil,  ii  22.)  t  and  Lveit/Sy 
that  noted  fervant  of  Chrift;  and  Jaforty  my  dear  friend, 
whofufFered  greatly  for  my  fake;  and  SoJtpaiert  who 
has  attended  me  in  fome  of  my  jourrites  for  fpreading 
the  gofpel,  have  an  high  efteem  of  yoa:  All  thefe  are 
my  kindred  according  to  the  flefl),  and  now  much  dear¬ 
er  to  me,  on  account  of  that  better  relation  which  we 
have  one  to  the  other  in  Chrift.;  and  they  all  unite  in 
defiring  me  to  fend  their  mvft  afte&ionate  and  brother¬ 
ly  refpe&s  to  you. 

22  (I 


N  O 

*  Her  the  apoftle  famed  to  be  conclu¬ 
ding  his  cpiflic,  he  *l!o  did,  chap.  xv.  ;j. 

hs  hh  brnfrfiflfait?  But  as  he  had 
ft  ill  more  roo™  ai»i  rime  before  him,  and  hi* 
heart  overt!  Jtved  in  love  to  theic  Rmsm,  ho 
loth  to  hre*k  oSf;  and  therefort'j  as  is 
Viiial  ivtlfi  friends  in  the  familiar  liUrties  of 
l  <  ivr-wri.intf,  he  add*  a  few  more  words,  by 
viy  of  (iippWiHSttt,  to  Jet  them  know  what 
phee  they  had  in  the  affeftion  of  ether  t^Iei- 
aMr  Hxitiaiis,  »  «dE  as  in  his  own;  Or 
IKthipi  ihele  periems  defined  him  to  fend 
their  after  he  had- thus  far  wrote 

]ti-  biiT. 

f  This  Ttmatby  was  that  excellent  young 
the  cvan^fijfl,  whom  The  apoftJe  calls 
Aj  ti'vn  bn  i tt  friths  Tim*  i  a,)  and  to 
whom  he  wrorotwt>a<imirdbJecpi.1lv^f  for  hi* 
dircfiica  in  the  difchir-To  ot  his  Riii*:itry  j 
ArJ  as  he  ums  ex«edug  dw  to  the  sjroftle3 


r  e  s, 

fo  he  frequently  attended  him  in  Ms  travel* 
aDd  was  very  helpful  to  him  m  hi*  work  »- 
mong  Jeies  and  Gfzitfn,  to  both  of  which 
hetuifcht  ptobiiMy  be  the  more  acoep'jbJe,  as 
hVi  mofhtr  a  Jwefsj  and  his-  father  a 
(AAsxvi*  j,) — tariff  Teems  lo  have 
been  (hat  Liam  of  C;w,  trho  it  (pokenef 
a*  a  prophet  aud  teather  at  and  oae 

thar  bad  been  brought  up  with  II&vJ  (be  re* 
trarch*  sr.d  Sc;dt  mttumg  the  apoflle  Peaff 
(Afli  *;ib  1.)  y/trK  was  Pdiifi  friendjuho 
harbored  him  at  Hciinfot jif-a,  and  fuHcral 
great  outrage  from  the  Jews  on  his  KCmtni, 
(Afl>  xvii,  — T-)  Sparer  wat  probably 
trut  Stfntir  of  Bcrc$r  who  ac  com  ponied  the 
apofllc  to  Aji4A  (Acts  3er.  4, )  And  as  he  calls 
ell  ihe*e  hh  khtfm&i  lie  (hereby  inti  males, 
(hat  they  weic  hy  Vi, her  or  mother's  fsdcr  or 
loth,  or  the  jewije  nation,  if  not  of  the 
tane  tribe  aitJ  l'anily  aFUt  LinifUk 
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»  I  Toting  22  (I  Tertius,  f  Who,  as  PauTs  amanuenGs  have 
”j[  wrote  out  this  cpiftle,  and  am  allowed  to  add  mine  own 
latte Loirf.  Chriftian  refpe£b,  do  mod  heartily  join  with  the  reft 
of  my  brethien,  in  wilhitig  you  all  manner  of  profperi- 
ty  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  for  his  fake.) 

>1  0«iain»e  23  Garni  %,  my  generous  and  bofpitahle  friend,  who 
tteie*chureiJtftt  fhniiflies  me  with  lodgings  and  otherueceflailes  ;  and 
ktothyoa.Enhas  not  only  gives  the  church  here  opportunities  of  tneet- 
the  eh»mterJain  jng  M  houfe,  hut  entertains  the  poor*  as  occafsons 
tfh*  '  rCT3u*re»  together  with  fuch  religious  ft  rangers  as  ate 

QoMtiu  a  bro-  well  recommended  to  him  ;  he  defires  his  belt  refpe&s 
thw*  may  be  prefented  to  you  :  Erafius  aifo»  the  treafurer  of 

the  city  of  Corinth ,  who,  great  and  noble  as  he  was,  is 
called  by  fovereign  grace,  which  makes  no  diftin^on 
of  perfous,  on  account  of  their  worldly  circunt (lances; 
and  Quartut,  a  dear  brother  in  the  Lord,  join  in  wifli- 
ing  all  hieffings,  for  both  worlds,  may  attend  you. 
•^our^orfje^  24  As  to  myfelf,  fuch  are  the  over-flowings  of  my 
fus  chrift tc  with  heart,  with  afFeftionate  concern,  efpecialiy  for  your  fpi- 
you  all  Amen,  ritual  welfare,  that  1  cannot  tell  how  to  forbear  repeat¬ 
ing  my  comprehtnfive  falutation  of  you  all,  without 
exception  ;  and  thete fore  1  fay  again.  May  the  rich  and 
free  favour  of  the  Lord  Jeltis  Chrift,  your  Saviour  and 
mine,  together  with  all  its  fpecial  fruits  and  effVQs,  be 
with  every  one  of  yon,  th  tough  the  whole  courfe  of 


your  lives,  to  fupply  your  wants,  to  guide  your  way, 
and  to  carry  you  fafe  through  all  temptations  and  dan¬ 
gers,  till  ye  arrive  with  triumph  at  his  heavenly  king¬ 
dom.  Amen.  So  I  defire  it  may,  and  truft  it  will  he. 

,  25  Now 

NOTES. 


|  The  ipoflle  for  f&ving  lime,  and,  at 
fame  think,  bec^fc  he  wrote  &  bad  hand, 
that  could  not  eatilv  be  read  by  (hangers  to 
kt  often  made  ufc  of  an  awsnuettfit  to  write 
his  cpiDlev,  cither  from  his  mouth,  or  from 
a  copy  that  he  had  prepared  to  be  tranJcrib- 
ed;  and  in  foch  cafes,  to  prevent  impofitions 
and  forgeries,  he  wrote  his  nfoal  fthiafion 
with  his  own  hand,  aj  he  lays,  J  Gar*  xvL 
and  *  Tbef.  iii*  it-  His  feribe,  in  writ¬ 
ing  this  cpiftle*  was  Trriria*,  who  is  thought, 
hy  Hr  Ugbifart*  and  tiihcn,  to  have  been  ,Si- 
iit f,  bettnife  Sihs  in  figr.ities 

tfre  third,  as  TtrAus  doth  in  LjAp. 

$  There  was  one  Gass  of  Macedonia, 
who  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  live  fame  wit!t 
Gains  of  JJcrif,  Adis  yC\x>  a 9.  and  xx  4* 
For  in  both  ihofe  places  he  is  repirieiuot  as 
accompanying  (he  j  port  it*  Petti  in  his  travels ; 
and  b<  might  lie  a  native,  or  inhabitant  of 
lyTa<-triouiat  though  defttnded  frcrji  a  family 
of  DtT^e,  But  the  Gfdtts  here  memhmed 
fttim  to  he  another  of  that  nnmt,  whom 
JW  baptized  at  Corinth,  j  Cox, 14.  'from 


whence  thU  cpiftle  appears  to  have  beat 
written)  and  to  b<  the  tame  with  the  well-be¬ 
loved  Gfliaf,  to  whom  tbc  apoftlc  Jehu  wrote 
bis  thud  cpiftle;  for  he  there  fi>LLuju  of  him 
with  high  commendation  for  Iris  hofpitabb 
charity,  rcr  j,  tf,  as  the  apottJe  Paul  do;h  of 
this  Gains  here,  calling  him  iis  haj%  and  the 
loft  of  ib*  vr Bait  church — Krajhts  is  men  tin  fl¬ 
ed,  AdU  six.  li,  as  one  ihat  aiunrd  Paul 
in  his  journey  to  Afit ;  and  is  fpokat  of  as 
abiding  si  CVriu/fl*  when  Trophimus  was  left 
ti  Miidum  rick,  (4  Tim,  3v.  10*)  and  os  he 
the  dumber  lain,  ftcwaid,  or 
treaforer  of  Comtht  be  was  a  man  of  the  pif* 
d,  by  grace.  Some  think  that  he  quitted 
h  civil  honours  and  profits  for  the  work  of 
the  minirtry ;  and  that  be  is  called  tiw  chain* 
herfai*  nf  the  cltji  b:oufe  be  had  teen  lb, 
befmx-  htr  gave  op  tto*t  honourable  anil  profi¬ 
table  plate  for  Chrirt  and  his  fcirice, — As  to 
Qu&tniy  uc  know  nothing  more  of  him 
than  his  (Lime,  anil  thnt  he  was,  at  haft*  * 
Chrifti  m  brother,  if  nor  a  miniJirm?  frf- 
vai:t  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
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»i  Mow  to  him .  Now  to  conclude  this  long  epiftle  about  the  moft 

tTJu&TZL  important  doanneoffalTaUoD,  May  all I  paffibk  glwy 
aMonibg  to  my  redound,  and  be  afcnbed  to  the  great  and  Netted  God, 
r'fp^t  «A  <h«  who  is  able  to  defeat  all  the  attempts  of  your  fpiritual 
ST  ol^,0f(ae-  enem*cs » t0  pftfe***  you  from  falling  into  fin  and  er- 
cording  10  there-  ror,  and  to  fettle,  (Irengthen,  and  confirm  you  in  faith,  . 
vdatioti  of the  comfort  and  holineis,  according  Jto  the  gofpel  which 
wuMie^e  farw  by  divine  commiflion  I  have  delivered  in.  this  epiiUe, 
the  world  and  in  all  my  miniftrations}  and  according  to  that 
preaching  which  Jefus  Cbrift  began  in  his  perftmal 
mini  (by  on  earth,  (Hei,  ii.  3.)  and  which  I  have  carri¬ 
ed  on,  under  his  light  and  influence,  by  fetting  him 
forth  in  the  glory  of  his  perton  and  offices,  righteouf- 
nefs,  grace  and  government}  which  gofpel,  and  preach-  j 
ing  of  Jefus  Chrift,  is  according  to  the  revelation  that 1 
he  has  made  to  me,  by  his  Spirit,  of  the  incompmeu- 
fibly  glorious  doftrine  of  eternal  life,  thro’  him,  for  all 
forts  of  finners,  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews :  A  hleJTrd 
doQrine  of  grace,  this  is  indeed,  which  lay  concealed 
in  God*s  own  facred  thoughts  from  all  eternity,  and 
was  entirely  hid  from  the  Gentiles ,  and  but  obteurely 
fainted  to  the  /ror,  in  types,  Jhadows,  and  dark  pro* 

.  phedes,  under  their  former  difpen Cations,  fince  the  be- 
gining  of  the  world. 

naiu  ^mrnlfdl*  ®ut  no,ir»  un(*er  tbe  gofpel -flaw,  this  gfeat  and 
•nd  by  Hie  fcrip!  adorable  doctrine  is  evidently  and  openly  revealed,  with- 
lam  of  the  pro-  out  a  vail,,  in  the  miniftrations  of  his  fervants,  by  the 
to*the'  commind-  of  the  Spirit ;  and -is  farther  illuftrated  by 

mentof  tlwerw-  *  pl«n  explication  and  accomplilhmcnt  of  Old  Telia- 
lading  God,  nwde  ment-figures,  and  predictions,  as  they  are  contained  in 
tion^or'theobe-  tbc  wrricingw  of  the  antieot  prophets,  according  to  the 
dtedce  of  filth,)  fpecial  appointment  .and  exprefs  command  of  God,  who 
is  as  unchangeable  in  his  counfcls  and  purpofes,  as  in 
his  being  and  perfe&ions  j  and  who  had  ordained  all 
this,  in  bis  gracious  purpofes  from  eternity,  to  continue 
,  henceforth,  as  his  laft  difpenfation,  to  the  end  of  this 

world  ;  and  to  abide  in  its  happy  fruits  and  confluen¬ 
ces,  for  ever  in  the  world  to  come.  This  is  now  dif- 
doled  and  publilhed  with  the  brightett  evidence,  and 
in  its  full  extent,  not  to  the  Jews  only,  but  to  G entiles 
alfo,  rhat  all  forts  of  finners,  without  diftin&ion  of  na¬ 
tions  as  formerly,  might,  through  the  attending  power 
of  divine  grace,  be  brought  to  fubmit  to  the  authority 
Of  God,  in  receiving  his  teftimony;  and  to  perform  all 
evangelical  obedience  to  him,  from  a  principal  of  faith 
in  Jefus  our  Lord. 

Ml*  God  on-  2?  To  thij  G<xlj  j  fay>  vho  jn  dminQion  from,  and 
r  in  oppofition  tp  all  the  idols  of  the  heathen,  and  to  all 

creatures 
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*1^1  **  creatures  whatlbever  *,  is  the  only  author  and  fountain 
Chrift^for  im!  of  all  the  wtfdein  that  is  found  in  any  creature  what* 
Am»k  *  foever  $  and  who  aloaic  is  originally,  effenrially,.  tnfal-  _ 
liUy  and  infinitely  wife  in  hirofeif,  and  in  all  4>is  dif- 
penfatioziB,  and  panicolariy  in  his  contrivance  of  tbo 
gofpeMchetne  of  falvation,  (which  1  have  been  drawing 
out  in  this  epifUe)  to  the  glory  of  all  his  perfections 
through  a  Redeemer  \  and  in  his  ordering  lb  now  at 
length  to  be  puMifhed  in  all  the  world,  and  to  be 
made  effectual  to  vaft  multitudes  of  all  nations  ;  and 
who  is  not  only  of  power  to  ejlabiijh  yout  (vcr.  ay.)  but 
knows  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptation^  (a 
Pet.  i'u  9*}  To  him  be  all  adoration,  thankfgiving,  ho¬ 
nour  and  bl  effing,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  only 
mediator,  by  whom  our  praifes,  as  well  as  prayers,  are 
to  he  offered,  and  are  acceptable  to  God,  {Htb*  xiii*  15. 

1  Prf.it'  5.)  May  this  folcmn  tribute  be  paid  to  him 
through  all  ages,  by  th&  churches  upon  earth,  and  by 
faints  and  angds  for  ever  in  heaven !  Thus  it  ought  to 
be,  and  Iball  be  ;  and  thus  all  fine  ere  believers  heartily 
defire  that  it  may  be  :  In  tefltraony  whereof,  let  them 
join  with  me  in  adding  their  Amtiu 

recollections. 

What  an  advantage  is  the  Chriftrian  religion  to  fnendihip  and  good  maimers  1 
ft  teaches  us  to  pay  civil  refp c£fc  to  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  perfona,  in  fuch  ebafte 
and  decent  modes  of  ^dotation  as  are  cuftomary  in  the  age  and  country  in  which 
we  live ;  it  obliges  us  to  be  grateful  for  benefits,  and  to  make  the  beft  return  of 
love  and  kiadaefs  we  arc  capable  of;  it  gives  a  holy  turn  to  civility  and  genteel 
behaviour,  and  makes  us  Gncere  in  willing  the  fpiritual  and  eternal,  as  well  as 
temporal  profperity  of  our  friends;  and  it  difpofes  one  gofjpel- church  to  receive 
the  members  of  another,  when  duly  recommended  to  tneir  holy  feilowfhip. 
How  concerned  ihould  Chrift  Una,  whether  men  or  women,  be,  to  excel  m 
piety,  to  eater  into  church-communkm,  and  to  be  femceable,  in  their  refpedive 
Ipheree,  to  the  whole  body)  How  amiable  are  thofe  families  that  referable  a 
church  of  Chrift  in  their  worihtp,  Older,  and  converfation !  And.  O  what  an 
honour  is  Et  to  be  firit  and  eminent  in  the  faith  and  profdEon  of  the  gofpcl  J 
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ob]:il  of  rdigious  worlhip,  by  one  of  his  and  Luke  xu  49*  and  in  l:m  or?  hut  all  %H 
tJfoxUal  attributes,  In  oppoGtion  Co  aD  men  treafares  of  wtfdom  and  bit rarUi^e,  (CoL  it. 
creaurc*  and  falfe  god>^  as  plainly  ihewa  j.)  And  the  very  fc me  adoration  which  is 
that  he  ody  u  to  be  adored;  and  Jopa  Cheift  here  gireo  to  the  only  wife  God,  is  paid  to 
is  i  ftrfonoi  denomination  of  oar  great  Mo*  wr  berdondS&Tiwr  Jtfus  Omftr  a  Pet,  ill. 
diatnr,  through  whom  alone  oar  wodbtpis  *8.  Yea,  it  (tem&  to  me,  that  Chrift  is  par* 
made  acceptable  to  God.  Accordingly  In  tfculariy  meant  by  tht  only  ieif<  God  oar  S*~ 
the  icheme  of  gofpcl-worfcip,  tht  wr fy  -wifi  viaor,  to  whom  like  honour  is  sicnbed,  under 
God  teems  here  to  mean,  either  the  perfou  of  this  denomination  of  him,  injiitfr,  ver.i*,  aj, 
the  Father t  or  cite  God  tjftn&itUy  considered  See  this  ffcnfe  iupported  in  my  termons  on 
in  diftinftkm  From  the  Mediator,  as  confider*  Jtfus  Chrift  Ged~maat  p.  64,  *•  And  that 
e>l  to  his  office-capacity,  but  not  to  tbe  ex*  .  the  word  oaly*  when  Applied  ro  God,  doci  not 
dtilion  of  Ltm  from  deky  in  hi*  original  m*  exclude  the  Son  and  Holy  Ghoft.  See  Dr 
luce ;  for  he  is  not  only  m  other  places  call*  JT&W/*  note  on  Joho  *vi:*  3. 
ed  Grf  ;  but  is,  by  way  of  eminence,  ftilcd 


J$4  7&  Epiftl t  fo  ihp  Homans  parapSrafed*  C^xvj, 

How  awful  fhould  private  CtmIHam,  as  well  as  others,  be*  to  jodge  for  them* 
fctves  in  matters  of  religion,  according  to  the  doctrine  which  they  have  kamt 
from  Chrift  and  his  apoftfes;  and  to  guard  again  and  avoid  thofc  that  would 
caufr  dmfmns  and  offences,  by  broaching  errors  among  them  1  Whatever  may 
be  the  ptflnfibk  pretences,  lair  thews,  and  flattering  fpccchcstf  fcdncers,  they 
are  facretly  carrying  on  fome  felfifh  and  carnal  views,  to  deceive  weak,  though 
Co*e  fo uk»  But  it  behoves  us  to  be  fo  wife  as  to  know  tbc  truth,  and  not  to 
be  Impofed  upon  by  others  *  and  fo  boneft,  as  to  z&  Up  to  our  knowledge,  and 
not  impofe  won  them*  What  a  b uty  adversary  is  the  devil  in  promoting  per* 
nirious  principles  and  practices,  to  the  disturbance  and  corruption  of  the  church! 
But  it  is  the  comfort  and  encouragement  of  all  true  believers,  that  the  God  of 
peace  win  entirely  fubdue  him  under  their  feet  tftortty,  How  excellent  is  the  gof- 
pd  «f  the  grace  of  God!  It  is  of  antient  date,  and  of  divine  original;  it  harmo¬ 
nizes  with  Old  Teftament-fcripturcs ;  and  is  now  made  known  in  all  its  light  and 
glory;  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  eternal  God,  The  great  fubjc£t 
of  Ibis  gofpel  is  Jcfiu  Cbrift,  and  falvatton  through  himf  it  extends  its  bkfliqgs 
to  Goners  of  all  natioos:  and  foverrign  grace  makes  it  effectual  to  Tome  of  all 
ranks  and  degree!  in  dv3  life ;  and  wherever  it  is  fent,  by  an  over-ruling  Provi¬ 
dence*  it  ought  to  be  received  with  a  divine  faith,  that  we  may  fuhjeft  our  ton* 
fctences  to  the  authority  of  God  in  it,  and  yield  aU  holy  obedience  to  him,  from 
a  principle  of  faith  in  Chrift,  according  to  ft;  and  that  we  may  ufcribcall  pofliblc 
honour  to  the  only  wife  God,  who  is  able  to  eAabHfh  us  but ;  to  whom  be  glory, 
through  Jefii!  Cbrift,  both  now  ami  for  ever*  Amtn* 
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